IRAVEL
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: mmammstogiwmalmglmwmmﬁ I was keen

to see New Zealand - probably moved by my Father's interest in
Imperial Federation « and I concentrated on New Zealand and Japan.
Fortunately I stopped in iustralia on the way out because this played
an important part in my Pather's decision to take an Australian
Governorship in 1905,

In both the countries I found things deeply interesting and
enjoyable. I had previously been conservative and deeply attached
to the ideal of benevolent squirearehy. In the Dominions 1t was
most agreable to find all the people in the train ready and able %o
talk to anyone else - c¢lass bars did not exist - and I
realised how deplorable it is that m—mnthﬁ of the men of England

Tl
are cut off from the other tentix as far as social life goes.
Thie agreeably undermined ;iy conservative ideals at a blow.

It is said that travel in the Dominions has amanly had the
opposite etfee‘k by rousing interest in the Emg!.m whiech by tmditxon
is used as a Party tool by the Conservatives. [_ I had some adventures
in New Zealand which I have noted, and whieh can be found in papers
: wm "For my Children,™ in a drawer in the writing table at the
Pury. ]

New Zealand seems to me the choicest part of the earth for
British people, or anyhow, the south island which is agreeably cool.,
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I now greatly et that, when Nit. MacDonald asked me to go to
n
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Hew Zealand as Governor in 1929, I 4id not accept, but at the time
it seemed less important than membership of a Cabinet, and I fought
shy of the job of gonstant official funetions with uniform, flummery
and inability to take part in reform movements. As a result of my
refusal, Bledisloe was sent out, Iand the use he made of it, both in

public utility and enjoyment, both during and after, makes me think
I made a mistake,

T Wé’““&”?‘%f

We were a month between Sydney and Hongkong during which I
met a great friend, Noel Farrar, who was travelling with two of the
Bridgemans, We spent part of the morning making balls with string
for playing oricket in the cool ef¥ening. A4 great many balls went
mrbcm, but a good many were stopped by the bodies of Ghmeae
p&ssang&rs whe were employed as a sarsan along the bu&mr&es, and
who seemed indifferent to being his -i't!!e San Bebanbinact fé’iioﬁ)ﬁf
the colour bar in 'ahoaa\daya. A yhmﬁ e Vo cx,u@-\«cwof(
ak W rap K c:vu} ‘ '
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travel conts t{
om Hmng Tone we went up to anton, where we saw the old China,

st/ #Jﬁé/ Fifeé/¢/

which #a® since so amazingly changed, Pigtails, right down to the waste,

were general, and now and then one saw a woman walking on tiny feet, al-
most no feet aﬁ all., These were high class women, whose lives were
ruined by the aacient custom.of foot-binding., Its disappearance must
have been a revolution. One of the sights was the set of rpoms where
examinations had been. held fer-yesrs. There were long passages in the
open air, with tiny comnartments on each side,'where the examinees

were 1l®cked, so as to avoid cribbing. There were quite aged men, still
trying to qualify to be mandarins,., With the rest of our party of visit-
ors, we were also taken to the ¢ Brison, where we passed through rooms,
where savage-looking men carrled immense wooden callars, such that they
could not get through the open door. These collars were built round
their necks, and there stayed for months on end. This sort of thing
formed part of the attraction which a Darty of tourists were taken

to seeé, I suppose that not many Deoﬁle are still alive, who saw that

0ld China as I dad.



w Imoky i meoting the well-known mountaineering missionary,
Walter Weston, owing to whom we visited remote parts, and were the
fivet Buropeans to olimdb a mountain whioh Weston was exploring for
Murray's Guide Book, to Japan, and did another record in climbing
Fujl earlier in the year than any recorded ¢iimb.

The Japanese never ascended the mountain until the priests
had made arrangements for pilgrims when the snow had gone in July,
therefore when we went up in April, our coolies refused to come
furthor than a hut where we sheltered during & typhoon.

; There were still many %hqumd feet of snow, and from the top
we glissaded down the other side of the mountain, so that we never
returned to the village from which we started, Soon afterwards
Japanese papers had an account of the pritishers who had ignored
the warnings and dared the spirits of the mountain. They bad
periched in the typhoon end it served them right. They were
presumed to be Dritish because that people had a taste for foolishly
running into danger.

I count Japan as having influenced me in two important respects.
Firetly, aesthetic appreciation; and secondly, humanitarian views. '
Japan was not then modernised, The buildings harmonised amazingly
with the very lovely landscape, and this made & background for the
universal practice of ornamenting every house by some flower or
flowering shrub placed with extreme care ia the right plage.
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Even the humblest houses also ornamented & room with one seroll
Pleture; never more then one to each room, and one could only
marvel at the apparently genuine love of beauty. It must have
been felt by the vast majority, because otherwise this euam

could not have become universal,. Anothsé gign was, and apparently
st1ll is, the celebration of each notable tree by the devotion of
8 day %o the admiration of it. The resort of the whole population
of Tokio to see the cherries in flower in the park is only one
incident. '

I bought some good embroidered sereens which were honoured
by conspioucus places at Warlies, I think I had very little
aesthetic appreciation before I wont o Japan. I csminiy
remember strong distaste £or mediaeval pictures, and feeling glad
that some important writer had deseribed thon as "squint-eyed saints®
80 that my philistine views had his sanction. Iy debt to the
dJapanese was such that my next holiday was devoted to & visit to
Floreonco with Connie. ]

It seoms odd that one should leern humanity from the Japanese,
tut I cervainly did so, The Buddhists object to the taking of
life, and we came across a case where some Japs who objected to
foreigners shooting plgeons were crudely lectured by certain
missionaries on the ebsurdity of their objection to killing.

I may heve lhad occcasionel qualms previously about ghiooting, but
they had not interfered with my intense interest in sp%rtm??
Fing, and 1t was certainly the Japs who made me




decide to give it up.

It was an 1n;pportune moment for doing so because I had
shortly before my travels induced my Father to start breeding
pheasants at WWarlies, and had nearly deferred my travel in order
to be at the November shoot in 1892. I had also persuaded him to
plant the Brooifood and the Fernhall wood for the sole purpose of
pheasant shooting, Having given him all this trouble, I came home
and was afterwards unwilling to take any part in the subsequent
1 shooting which could justify the planting. It was especially hard
because he disliked planting out the view across the park towards
Secatterbushes,

I was certainly spoiled by his excessive good nature. However,
he enjoyed the shooting himself, and h‘?Pffiwfi?;bifﬁﬁﬁéi??f keener
than before; subsequently working up—te-stoob—be over 3&0 pheasmmts,
and entertaining the neighbouring squires to a shooting lunch in a
marque.

I think it is extraordinary that the inhumanity of leaving birds
and animals to a painful time with broken legs or perforations of bits
of lead in their organs should strike so few people who have been
brought up to ignore it. The odd thing is that when one takes the
ordinary view one feels no compunction in watching the eye of a hare,
or perhaps a deer, losing its brilliance as it slowly dies. It is
also a paradox that sporting men are more developed in the way of care
for animals (@ogs and horses) than other people. I wonder that such
people as Unele Charles, and the Liberator, whcvwera‘vary reflective,
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did not see things as I do, but I do realise that I lost a great
deal in giving up sport, and I have hesitated to urge my view
strongly on my own boys, because I see what, e.g. Mick might lose
if he gave up sport. Iy point is that my revolutionary change

to anti-blood sport views were due to the Japs. |
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TRAVEL.

// u‘>w father wanted me to grow up he did a wise

mwznamzmmmawmwgmmam
//muwmm. I was keen to see lNew Zealand, probably
W by my father's interest in Imperial Federation,
@a I coneentrated on New Zealand and Japan. Fortunately

/ fxsma& wmm&ummmymtwm:
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uzam an important pert in my father's decision %o
m an Anstrelian Governorship in 1695,
/" 1n voth the countries I found things desply interesting
im enjoyable. I had previously been Gonservative and
amyly attached to the ideal of benevolent sguirearshy.
&&m»mmm 1% was mosh agreeable $6 £ind all the
f’imxmmam train ready and able to talk to enyone else -
| elass bars di4n's exist, and I realised how derplorable
1’&&& that one tenth of the men of England are cut off
from the other nine tenths as far as soclal life goes.
This agreeably undermined my Gonservative ideals at
a blow,
I% i said that travel in the Dominions has oommon
had the opposite effect by rousing interest in the
, mfem, which by tradition is used as a Party tool by
t Gonservatives. (I had some adventures in New
Zepland which T have moted, end which can be found in
\pers marked "For uy Children", in a drawer ia the
ting table at the Bury.)
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‘New Zealand seems to me the choloest part of the
edrth for British people, or anyhow, the South Island

_/wibioh is agreeably cool. I now greatly regret that,
* / when Remsay HoDonald asked me %o go to New Zealand as
. Governor in 1929, I d1d not accept, but at the time 1%

soemod less important than membership of & Cabinet, and
I fought shy of the job of constant ofrictal funotions
with uniform, flumsery and inability to take part in
reform movements. As & result of my refusal, Bledisloo
was sent out and the use he made of 1%, both in publie
uwiility and enjoyment, both during and aftor, makes me
think I made a mistake. . o
We returned from New Zealand to Sydney and then
sailed for China. We were a month botween Sydney and
Hong Kong, during whioh I made a great friend, Noel
Parror, who was travelling with two of the Bridgemans.

We spent port of the morning making balls with string

for playing oricket in the cool evening. A great
many balls went overboard, but a good many were stoppod
by thb bodies of Chinese passengers who were employed
as & sorecn along the bulwarks, ond who seemed as
indifrerent to being hit as San Sebastian was by the
arrows, Such was the ecolour bar in those days. A%
length we arrived at Hong Kong. '

From Hong Xong we went up to Canton, where we



. meoks, and there stayed for m
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hine wioich has since so ammu changod .
Pigtails, right dowh to the waist, were general, and
now and then one mummﬁ:&m on %iny feet,
Almost no feet at alls These were Ligh 0lass wouen
whose lives were ruined by tLe anolent custom of
foot«binding, Ite disappearsnce mist have been 4
rwm%m« ﬁm of the sights was the set of rooms

whero omaminations weve held. There were long passages
in the oven air, with tiny compartments on esch side,
nees were locked to avoid cribbinge
There were quite aged men, still trying to qualifly

to be manderine, With the rest of our party of visitors,
we wore also $aken to the prison, where we passed
srpough rooms where savageelooking men carried inmense
wooden eollars, such that they could not get through
the open doors These collars were bullt wround thelr
nths on end, This sort
¢f thing formed vert of the attraction which & party

whare the exam

" of tourists wore taken %o see. I supposs that not

ugny people are atill alive who saw that old China
Mﬁf! a1d. ,
. We had elx weeks in Japan, and were lucky in

mseting the woll-lkaown nounta ineering mlasionaxy,
;| Walter Weston, owing to whom we visited remote parts,

and were the first suvopeans to ¢limd a mountain

A wiieh Weston was exploring for “urray's tGuidebook




TRAVEL Before Noel's definitely political journeys began,
each one with some enquiries to be made into labour-problems,
or misgovernment and so on, he followed the common custom of
the day in enjoying a period of travel as an educational
experlence. "If my Father's object was to make me grow up
quicker, he did a wise thing in asking the Truman directors to
give me long leave in 1892. I was keen to see New Zealand,
probably moved by my:Father's interest. in Imperlal Federatlon.
I decided to concentrate on New Zeaiand and»Japan. Fortunately
I stopped in Australia on the way out, because this played an
important part in my Father's decision to take an Australlan
Governorship later on. Harry O'Rorke came with me,and we also
visited Ceylon, South India, South China, Canada, and the
United States. In all these countries I found th ings deeply
thrilling. I had previously been a Conservative, and deeplx
attached to the i1deal of benewoilent squirearchy. In the
Dominions it was a delightful novelty to find all the people
(e.g. in the train) ready and able to talk to anyone else, and
T réalised how deplorable it is that in England one tenth of
the men are cut off from the other nine-tenths as far as.social

life goes. Thils agreeably undermined my Conservative 1ldeals.

Travel in the Dominions hag commonly had the
opposite effect, because one is arouged in what is by traditlon
a Conservative Part property. Later on, we learnt to distinguish
the colonies from the Commonwealth or Dominions and feel the

romantic value of the family of island-communities apart from
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_Emplre in the sense of ruling weaker people; but in those days it

was unusual for travel in the Empilre %o turn a Tory into a Radical.

New Zealand seems to me the choicest part of the
earth for British people, or anyhow, the South Island which 1is
agreeably cool. T now greatly regret that, when Ramsay McDonald
asked me to go to New Zealand as Governor in 19 , T 4id not accept,
but at tke time it seemed less important than membexrship of a
Cabinet, and I fought shy of the Job of constant official
functions, in an atmosphere of uniform, flumme ry and inability to
take part in reform movements. As a result of my refusal,
Bledisloe was sent out and the use he made of it, bith in public
utility and enjoyment, during and later, makes me think I made a

mistake to decline the offer.

We returned from New 7Zealand to Sydney and then salled

for China. Wg spent part of every morning making balls with

string for playing cricket in the cool evening. A great many

balls went overboard, but a good many were stopped by a screen
consisting of the bodies of Chinese steerage-passengers whom we
employed to stand for the purpose along the bulwarks. They

appeared qulte as indifferent to cricket-balls as San Sebastian

was to the arrows. If these Chinamen had been forced or pressed

by us to make themselves 1into a ericket net, I ought to recoxd

the fact with shame, but as far as I remembexr they placed them-
selves along the bulwarks of thelr accord in oxder to watch the game,

and the violent contact of the ericket-ball secmed to cause them
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no discomfort whatever.

From Hong-Kong we went up to Canton, where we
saw the old China which has since so amazingly changed. Pilgtaills,
right down to the walst, were genexral, and now_and then one saw a
woman walking on tiny feet, almost no feet at all. These were
high-clags women, whose 1lives were ruined by the ancilent custom
of foot-binding. Its dlsappearance must have been a salvation to
millions. One of the sights was the set of rooms where examinations
were held. There were long passages in the open air, with tiny
compartments on each side, where the examinees weIe locked in to
avoid inbbing. Many of them were quite aged men, still qualifying
to be mandarins. With the rest of our party of v&sitors, we werxe
also taken £o the prison, where we passed cells containing savage-
looking men cairying jmmense wooden collars, such that they could
not get through the open door. These collars were built round
thelr necks, and there stayed for months on end. THhis gort of
thing formed part of the attraction which a party of tourists
were taken to see. I sﬁpposé that not many people are still alive

who saw that old Cthina as I d4id.

We had six weeks in Japan, and were lucky in
seeing the unspoilt mountainous parts, through falling in with a
well-known mountaineer, the Rev. walter Weston, owing to whom we
visited remote parts. we were the filrst Europeans 1o climb a

mountain called Ena Sun, which Weston was exploring for Murray's



Murray's/

Guide Book to Japan.

We did another record in climbing Fujl
earlier in the year than any‘recorded ascent. The Japanese
never ascended the mountain until the priests had made arrange=
ments for pllgrims in July when the snow had gone. Therefore
when we went up in April, our coolles refused to come furthexr
than a hut where we sheltered for two nights dﬁring a typhoon.
the third day we went on alone. There were still many thousand
feet to climb on soft snow, and from the top we glissaded down
the other side of the mountaln, so that we never returned to the
village from which we had started. Soon afterwards Japanese
papers had an accouﬁt of the Britishers who had ignored the
warnings and dared the spirits of the mountaln. They had
perished in the typhoon and it gerved them right. They weIre
presumed to be British because that people had a taste for

foolishly running into danger.

I count Japan as having influenced me 1n
two important respects. Firstly 1in aesthetlc appreclation, and
secondly in humanitarian views. dJapan was not then modeinized.
The buildings harmonized amazingly with the very lovely landscape,
and this made a background for the universal practice of
ornamenting every house with some flower or flowering shrub,
placed with extreme care in the right place. Even the humblest
houses were ornamented according to tradition, each room with

one scroll pilcture; never more than one. A genuine love of






CHAPTER V.



TRAVEL. -

 If my father wanted me %o grow up he did a wise
thing in asking the Trumen directors to give me a long
leave in 1892, I was keen to see iew “ealand, probably
moved by my father's interest in Imperial Federation,
and I concentrated on New Zealand and Japen, Fortunately
I stopped 1in Augtralia on the way out because this
played an important part in my father's deoision to
take an Australian Govermorship in 1895,

In both the countries I found things deeply interesting
and enjoyable, I had previously been Gonservative and
deeply attached to the ideal of benevolent squirearchy.
In the Dominions it was most agreeable to find all the
people in the train ready and able to talk to anyone else -
¢lass bars didn's exist, and I realised how deplorable
it is that one tenth of the men of England are cut off
from the other nine tenths as far as soeial life goes.
This agresably undermined my @onservative ideals at
a blow. . : |

It is said that travel in the Dominions has commonly
had the opposite effect by rousing interest in the
Empire, whieh by tradition is used as a Party tool by
the Conservatives. (I had some adventures in New
Zealand which I have noted, and which ean be found in
: mw&wﬁa&?&rw%m’, in a drawer in the
writing table at the Bury,)
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New Zealand seems to me the cholcest part of the
" earth for British people, or anyhow, the South Island
which is agreeably ¢ool, I now greatly regret that,
when Ramsay MoDonald asked me to go %o New Zealond as
Governoy in 1929, I did not accepd, but at the time 1%
seemed less important than membership of a Cabinet, and
I fought shy of the job of comstant offielal funotions
with uniform, flummery and inabllity %o take part in
reform movements. As a result of my refusal, Bledisloe
was sent out and the use he made of &%, both in pubdlie
utility and enjoyment, both during and after, makes me
$hink I made a mistake.

e returned from New Zealand to Sydney and then
sailed for China. We were a month between Sydney and
Hong Kong, during which I made a gread friend, Noel
Farra®, who was travelling with two of the Bridgemans.
We spent part of the moraing -mkmg balls with string
for playing ericket in the cool evening. A great
many balls went overboard, but a good many were stopped
by the bodies of Chinese passengers who were employed
as a pereen along the bulwarks, and who seemad a8
indifferent to being hit as San Sebastian was by the
- arrows, Suoch was the eolour bar in those days. A%
length we arrived at Hong Kong.

From Fong Kong we went up to Canton, where we

//

e
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paw the 0ld China which has sinee so amazingly changed.
Pigtails, right dowh to the waist, were gemeral, and
now end then one saw a woman walking on tiny feet,
almost no feet at all, These were high ¢lass women,
whose lives were ruined by the anecient custom of
foot-binding. ’Its disappearance must have been a
revolution. One of the sights was the set of mm
where examinations were held, There were long passages
in the open air, with tiny compartments on eackh side,
where the examinees were locked to avoid oribbing.
There were quite aged men, still trying to qualify
‘gﬁhe mandarins, With the rest of our party of visitors,
we were also taken to the prison, ‘wmm we passed
through rooms where savage-looking men carried immense
mm eollars, such that they could not get through
the open door. These collars were built round their
necks, and there stayed for months on end., This sort
of thing formed part of the attraction whieh a party
of tourists were taken to see. I suppose that not
many people are still alive who saw that old China
as I 4id.

We had six weeks in Japan, and were lueky in
meeting the well-known mountaineering missionary,
'Wal%r Weston, owing to whom we visited remote parts,
and were the first suropeans %o ¢limb a mountain
whieh Weston was exploring for urray's Guidebook
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to Japan, and did another record in elimbing Fuji earlier
than any recorded elimb.

The Japanese never ascended the mountain until the
priests had made arrangements for pilgrims when the snow
had goge in July. Therefore when we went up in April,
our eoolies refused to come further than a bdt where we
sheltered during a typhoon. '

There were still many thousand feet of snow, and from
the top we glissaded down the other si&o of the mountain,
g0 that we never returned to the village from which we
had started. BSoop afterwards Japanese papers had an
aceount of the M who msmd the warnings
and dared the spirite of the mountain, They had perished
4in the typhoon and 1t served them righi. vhey were presumed
to be British because that people had a taste for foolishly
running into danger. ‘

T gount Japan as having influenced me in two important
respects. Firstly, aesthetie appreciation, and secondly,
numanitarian views, Japan was not then modernized. The
bukldings harmonized amazingiy*%ith the very lovely
landseape, and this made a background for the universal
practice of ornamenting every house by some flower or
flowering shrub placed with extreme care in the right
plage, Hven tﬁa humblest houses also ornamented a room

with one seroél pieturej never more than one to each room,
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and one could only marvel at the apparently genuine love of
beauty. It must have beern felt by the vast majority,

because otherwise this custom eould not have become universal.
Another sign was, and apparently still is, the celebration

of each notable tree by the devotion of a day to the admiration
of it. The resort of the whole population of Tokio to see

the cherries in flower in the park is only one incident.

I bought some good embroidered screens which were
honoured by conspieuous places at Warlies. I think I had:
very little aesthetie appreeiation beforé I went to Japanm.

I certainly remember strong distaste for mediaeval pictures,
and feeling glad that some important writer had described
them as ‘squint-eyed saints' so that my philistine views
had his sanction. iy debt to the Japanese was sugh that

my next holiday was devoted to a visit to Florence with
Connie. ;

It seems 0dd that one should learn humanity from the
Japanese, but I certainly did so. The Buddhists object
to the taking éf life, and we came across a e¢ase where
some Japs,who objected to foreigners shooting pigeons,
were gga:z%z;luetnr;d by certain missionaries on the b
absurdity of their objection to killing, I may have had
occasional qualms previously about shooting, but they had
not interfered with my intense interest in it or other
sports; and it was certainly the Japs who made me decide
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o give 1%t upe

It was an i{nnopporiune moment for doing S0, pecause I
had shortly before my travels induced my father to start
preeding pheasants at warlies, and had nearly deferred
my travels in order to be at the fovember shoot in 1892,
1 had also persuaded him to plant the Brook Wood and the
Pesnbhll wood for the sole purpose of pheasant shootinge
saving given him all this trouble, 1 came home and was
afﬁarﬁaréa unwilling to take any part in the subsaqaint
shooting which oould justify the planting. It was .
emspecially pard because he disliked planting out the view
aeross the park towards Seatterbushes.

i was certainly gpoiled by his’axaassiva good nature.
However, he enjoyed the shooting himself, and happily Tor
vecame even keener than before; aabseqnﬁntly-werking up
to & pheasant ghoot day of over 300, and entertaining the
neighbouring sguires %o & shooting luneh in & mETQUES,

{ tpink it is extraordinary that the inhumenity of
1eaving birds and ani 1s to & painful bime with broken
legs or porforatian;vzz bits of lead in their organs
should strike s few people who have been brought up to
ignore it. The odd thing is that when one takes the
ordinary view one feels no compunction in watching the
eye of a hare, Or perhaps & deer,losing its prilliance
as it slowly dies. it is also & paradox that sporting
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men are far more developed in the way of care for animals,
(dogs and horses) than other people. I wonder that such
people as Unele vharles and the Liberator, who were very
reflective, did not see things as I do, but I do realize
that I lost a great deal in giving up sport, and i have
hesitated to urge my view strongly on my own boys, because
I see what, 0.8+, tick might lose if he gave up sport.
My point is that my revolutionary ahmga to anti-blood
sport views were due to the Jam; _ :

1 say nothing here of the iravels of later years,
_because they are dealt with in my "Travels and Reflections¥.
{published by illen & Unwin in 1950)
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New Zealand seems to me the choicest part of the :
earth for British people, OT anyhow, the South Island
which is agreeably cool. I now greatly regret that,
when Ramsay McDonald asked me to g0 to New Zealand as
covernor in 1929, I did not accept, but at the time 1t
seemed less jmportant than membership of a Cabinet, and
T fought shy of the job of constant official functions,

ﬁcgggépﬁhl%ﬁﬁﬁ, fiaamery and inability to take part in
preform movements., A8 & result of my refusal, Bledisloe
was sent out and the use he made of @t, both in public
utility and enjoyment, both durlng and after,

o e &)/w

We returned from NNew 7ealand to Sydney and then :
\ Atre”
.sailed for China. We were a month between Sydney and -

think I made a mlstakejo CL@

Hong Kong, during which I made a great friend, Noel

Farrgr, who was travelling with two of the Bridgemans.

We spent part o%f%EETmorning making balls with string
dw“w for playing cricket in the céél evening. A great

o

manv balls went overbo rd, but & good many were stopped

py the bodles of C in assengers Wht wekg employ§d
v&s—a—scyeen along tie bulwarks il ~seemed

A

W -
indifferent to baing-hiﬁqas San Sebastian was asfthe
. arrows. Such was the colour bar in those days. A%

length we arrived at Hong Kong.

From Hong Kong we went up to Canton, where we




saw the old China which has since so amazingly changed.
Pigtails, right dowh %o the waist, were general, and
now and then one saw a Woman walking on tiny feet,

almost no feet at all. These were high class women,

whose lives weTre ruined by the ancient custom of

Jg;zi;ﬁ&agiggLvuﬁﬁfmgﬁéappearance must have been a
revotution. One of the sights was the set of rooms
where examinations were held. There were long passages
in the open air, with tiny compartments on each side,
where the %xaminees were 1ookedi;o avoid cribbing.

ngmg éiéhéﬁgte aged men, still trying to qualify

to be mandarins. With the rest of our party of visitors,
we were also tgkeq to the prison, where we passed
é§;§§g§;;235§2;22;21%avage-1ooking menggarr?ig immense

_ wooden collars, such that they could not get through

the open AOOCT. These collars were built round their
necks, and there stayed for months on end. This sort

of thing formed part of the attraction which a party

of tourists were taken to see. I suppose that not

many people are still alive who saw that old China

as I did.
We had six weeks in Japan, and wege lucky in‘&@&bwy U
F pasundaious [P0k A g b DA O
meetbing=tite well-known mountaineer}ngwmissianaxy, thvﬂhﬁ

Welter Weston, owing to whom we visited remote parts,,

MWere the first suropeans to climb a mountain Qmwg‘”y\

4 A=
wﬂ??h Weston was exploring for lurray's guidebook
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ifAM
to Japan; 9nd did anotner record in climbing Fuji earlier
VV\. } e E

f\than any recorded clmmb.

s

f..The Japanese never ascended the mountain until the
priests had made arrangements for pllgrige?;ﬁeﬁ the snow
had gohge.inmsdaty. Therefore when we went up in April,

our ceolles refused to come further than a h@t where we
sheltéeed duelgg a typhoon.\-{f ;f'vj ; Y, AW
g{a .there were still many éﬁb%ééi&if§§§}55f2£3§f’éﬁa"}eom
the top we glissaded down  +the other slde of the mountain,
so that we never returned to the #illage from which we

had started. soon afterwards sapanese papers had an
account of the Britishers who had'ignored the warnings

and dared the spirits of the mountain. <vhey had perished
in the typhoon and it served them right. ‘hey were presumed
to be pritish because that people had a taste for foolishly
running into danger.

I count Japan as having influenced me in two important
respects. Firstly555esthetic appreciation, and secondlx@;L,
humanitarian views: Japan was not then modernized. ‘the
‘bukldings harmonized amazingly with the very lovely
landscape, and this made a background for the universal
practice of ornamenting every house by some flower or
flowering shrub placed with extreme care in the ilght / “

AL s Doy v

place. mvengthe humblest houses alsd ornamented ﬁ room
ig\ I

with one“se?:

«f-‘c»..,.‘ D A

plctur;%wpever more than one ze«eaenwreﬁm,
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aﬁd~iﬁe~cvui&ﬂﬁniy‘marve&-&% the“&pparently genuine love of
! "
beautycf If must have been felt by the vast ma jority,

because otherwise this custom could not have become universal.

Another sign w&aywand»ap§l?enﬁiy<s%i¥$\§s, theﬁae&ebration
gor ¥ ", v

é%;giiymnotable tree by the devotion of a day to’ the admiration
Arnn arntds ¥ 224

of!r% ‘the resort of the whole population of iOklO tofsee

the cherries in flower, in the park is,only, one 1ﬁg}dant.=
ﬂ”’>~6fﬁwfwi’kﬁi-w~$&w“1’i~h*v%‘“ -
U '1 bought some good embroidered screens which were) /”7";1

honoured by conspicuous places at warlies., . think 1 haa
very little aesthetié appreciation béfore I went to Japan.

L certalnly remembe;@étrong distaste for mediaeval pictures,
andzféelmng glad that some important writer hdd described
them as:*squint-eyed saints S0 that my'%alllstine views
had his sanction. umy debt to the vapanese was such that

my next holiday was devoted to a visit to rlorence, with

# P
) £ / { .
W | » o P o RIS -

Gonnie}, g QA8 lec v Fele.

it seems odd that one should learn humanity from the
Japanese, but I certainly did so, ‘the Buddhists object
to the taking of life, and we came across a case where
some uaps,who objected to foreigners shooting pigeons,
were cruélly iectured hxweex$ainwméss$@na£&ss on the
absurdity of their objection to killing. 1 may have had
occasional qualms previously about shooting, but they had

I
not interfered with my intense interest in it or other

sports; and it was certainly the saps who made me decide
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to give it upe.

It was an inkopportune moment for doing so, because I
had ;shortly before my travelsginduced my father to start
breeding pheasants at warlies, and had nearly deferred
my travels in order to be at the movember shoot in 1892.
i had also persuaded him to plant the prook Wood and the
Fernhall wood for the sole purpose of pheasant shootlng.
uaving given him all this trouble, L came home%;ﬁ §&£g¢
afterwards unwilling to take any part in the §hh\§Q3§nt
shooting which could justify the planting. it was
expecially hard because he disliked planting out the view
across tne park towards Scatterbushes.

. was certainly spoiled by h&s exc3331ve good nature.
nowever, he enjoyed the shootlng hrmself and happily Tor
became even keener than before; subsequently working up
to a pheasant shoot day of over 3u0, and entertaining the
neighbouring squires to a shooting lunch in a marquee.

1 think it is extraordinary that the inhumanity of
leaving birds and animals to a palnful tlmg,w1th broken
legs or nerforattﬁaﬂ~0ﬁ“€r®s¢dr lead rnwthe%r organs
should strike sé few peopleggpo haﬁg bean broqght up- to

‘\"&“ll

ignoreﬂit. The odd tnlng is that when~ene takés the
PN L4

ordinary m;ew.onewfee&64n compunction in watching the

eye of a hare, oOr pQ?h>ps a deer,losing its brilliance

as it slowly dies? ¢$*t3"§1§6'a p&?a&vx*%hétwsyozting
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msnwarewfar m@re%develcyaéﬁiaw%hemway of care for animals,

A

vé@gs*&nd h@rSQS} s%har peevie. 1 wonder that such

people as uncle uharlesiand the leerator, who were very
é'
reflective, did not see tn&ngs-as Lmﬁo, but L do realize

that 1 lost a great deal in giving up sport, and . have

hesitated to urge my view stngngly on my own boys, because

M‘\ “‘f,,?“ G‘ rﬁ'ﬂ § ',, At

I see what, e,é;,»m&ek might lose 1flﬁé?gave up sport.

My point is that my revolutlonary change to antl-blood~

!

-sport v1ews were due to the 3éps.”5

fww

(i?fy el say nothlng here of the travels of later years,
- because they are dealt with in my “Iravels and neflections-.

i
1
\

{published by allen « unwin in 1930)
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One fine evening in the autumn of 1913, I took g drive canfgi

from Erivan, the Russian town near Ararat., to see the Armenian
villages in the Araxes valley. The plain, that would be arid
waste without irrigation, has here come to look like the rich
land one sees in Belgium from the Berlin express, small farms
intersected with cypresses like Lombardy poplars; but here,
in place of wheat and cabbages, they are growing vines, rice
and cotton. The presence of orchards - mulberry or peach -
igs denoted by high mud walls along the road. As we moved
further, the walls became continuous, and ripe apricots and

quinces leaned over them. TWater-courses lined our route on

each gide, feeding the foots of a double row of poplars. At
intervals the Ja}l, was pierced by the windows of the farmer's {
house, flat-roofed, and at this season quaiqtly surmounted by
stacks of corn. 0ld-fashioned mud dwellings were yielding
here and there %o new fronts of stone, finely dressed. Big g
doorwayd at the side gave a glimpse of yards and verandahs; |
well-heads; great earthen jars; and further on the orchard,
with the raised wooden sleeping-platforms vsed in the hot
Araxes Valley. In time the holdings became so thick as to
give the effect of a continuous village, an unending community
of picturesque market-gardeners - every han happy under his

vine and his fig-tree.
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As we travelled Sotithward, and the sun sank Westward,
Ararat, flanked with sunset colour, dominated the world below.
Ararat is higher than Mont Blanc, and standing alone it towers
uniquely. Yet there is something specially restful about its
broad shoulders of perpetual snow. With the soaring quality
of Fuji it combines a sense of holding, up there, a place of
repose:

The high still dell
ggzggsthgfﬂgig tgfgé} fair.

Winnowers were using the last daylight on the green; a
man was washing a horse after the burning day, standing

shoulder deep in the stream, Duffal esf?alked cedately home

e — A e

from their bath, ,sﬁinlnb 11Ke black velvetﬁ* The day's work
was ending, and we now kept passing fam11y groups sifting at
the doorway. Here a boy was playing with a tame hawk; there
a father, in most un-English fashion, held in his arms the
baby.

The houses now became continucus, and shops appeared,

wine-presses; forges; agricultural machines; Russian gendarmes

gossiping outside the inn; waggon-builders and copper pot

makers. The q¢ant1ng sun displayed a kaleidoscope of industry

a&e%~pr1m1t1ve andus@t capitalist - human economy at its most
picturesque stage of development.
Ve halted to see the village priest, whose son was a

student at St. Petersburg University. As we sat in his

o N
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balcony, the hum of village voices and movements arose above
the gathering stillness of nature.

To the right of Ararat stretched the line of hills which
forms the present Russo-Turkish frontier. Upon this horizon
the sun set. It was a memorable combination - the eternal
snow one associates with the North, framed with the glowing
brilliance of the Southern sun. nggn was within the mark
when he wrote of that sun - ;

Not as in Northern clines obscurel¥ bright,
But one unclouded blaze of living light.

There is something more than that. Those who have watched

the white flames of a smelting furnace, and still more those ‘
who have climbed to its rim on a dark night, can picture

soﬁething of the effulgence that streamed up from behind that
blackening line of the mountains - an effulgence quite

correctly described as 'molten'.

—
s
S

=



The traveller who goes Bast will experie#ae E =
other pleasures besides the viewing of magnificient
scenery; he will find the charm and colour of a

‘
§ _ : primitive social order.
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sation'. \Go and wateh, for instance, anﬁ
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?he sonl must be dead which does not wish to

Oriental ?
preserve:such things; but you must be an artist t6 picture
them. I will venture only to name what lives in the memory.

The winding narrow road, lined with shops, is roofed over
with brick domes built in close succession. Between them are
arches to support the weight, built with an exquisite curve -
the Tudor arch, but less flattened. As you near the end of
this tunnelled thoroughfare, the arches, catching the increasing
light, stand out with extraordinary effectiveness from the
intervening shadows.

The Turkish builders, and still more the Persian, delight
in brick vaulting, and each dome between the arches is a
masterpiece. It is pierced with & hole for air and light,
through which & shaft of sunlight strikes down. These shafts,
'turning the dusty air to gold, give an effect whieh quite
deludes the newcomer. Against the deep shade in which the
dust is not visible, t%ﬁi;?pffii;zf be so0lid yellow columns
supporting the roof. _Irus-fhere~is Meredith's simile - "Sharp

as & siekle ig the edge of shade and shine.”®



The world of men below is worthy of the setting. The
crowd, dressed with an infinity of colour, streams along.
The shops, fully open to the street, are unobscured by glass.
A whole shop-front, solid with fruit, provides a splash of
colour even more brilliant than the dresses of men. ¥o
wheeled traffic subdues the sound of wvoices. One hears the
footsteps of men, horses, donkeys - even the soft thud of the
camel. A whole quarter is devoted to handierafts. On the
same spol the article is made and sold. Naidmakers ply their
tiny forge, two ofvtham hammering defily in turn at the same
glowing metal. Weavers are weaving carpets and selling them
then and there. It is an exhibition which the Home Arts

Sceiety might egyy, & vision of applied arts as they ouigt to

ta fiﬁ«;& f‘%“f} U Feenn fiha'ey &7 o3, A g:;,f ddits Fhe

3. ﬁ % ,"' f ?‘%ﬁ
veulted brickwork, 1it from the open

"Thok back u.uaei% the
end of the bazaar with hollow sunlight, and ask yourself:
"Must it all go? Must this road be fifty feet wide with tram-
lines and taxis?"®

Its charm throws your sympathy dead against reform. But

think the matter out further. Mast ei¥ilisatlom be without
what is good in this bazaar? HNo wholly. ”:;iﬁfi recovering its
senses. Mechanicalism will bipérlven from our art, both fine
and applied. The ugliness of‘fgetoryxam‘ltself is yielding
already to smoke-consumers, electric power, and garden cities.

Lovely old streets and buildings will be treasured when town
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planning becomes efficient. Moreover, unreformed gové@nm&nt
is no security for their preservation. In Turkey theyiare
already scarce. The pictupesque features of village 1£¥e
indeed remain, but so they do in lands dseently'geverneéjéiike

India and Ceylon.

And socially {(which matters more for it affects more
people) what does this mediaeval bazaar imply? A state of N
poverty and insanitation that will very soon obtrude on you; %@
dirt, smells, starved horses, savaege villages, drougﬁt,

diseases unknown in the West, beggar~children whose half-

blinded eyes haunt the memory. Everass

%’5 Pin b Brag :
rags, hovels, women veiled and downtrcdden. The beauty of
this bazaar is the rarefied product of & world of ilears.

Orderly rule would banish many miseries, and yel preserve what

is really bggutirul._
Ly Vit fant B 1

y; g Z

ceuntries-before=¥ '- . ToREE. ‘ SRS f%‘%
/@£§:&£; ; PP ) : , fi;&ﬁ,wﬁs
F i8, per;snifieﬁ at its best in
the late Lord Perey, appeal;i to m&tqfial British interests and

friendly sentiments for olgfalliesﬁﬁl It found a following

mainly among those who, while seewfng a rational argument, are

really swayed by an ins:inet - tfﬁ admirable instinct embodied
in Tord ¥elbourne's g éstion,

key, if

"ghy can't you let i$ alone?"
But the defence of ?,5 % was to succeed, must base

name . Such a prineciple is

4

itself on a prlncip e worth tg;

g g
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distriets since 1907 (a year before @ w “f““*Wwf*vﬂ}, and

£.x “ 2o £ B4 A N gﬁsﬁ% g,;g A
the contrast was surprising. ¥Men whom it waﬁathen im§0531b1€

to see, because it would get them into trouble, now readily
associated with foreigners and talked even in open places
without fear. Sehools and clubs_were being rapidly built,

P wl i FA {3 fsfﬁ,fég‘
even clubs of the édreadsi.-Dashas~Foorebe. Paxes were nod

collected with the old brutality ~ formerly the last fuel and
the bedding of the siek were taken. Armenian village police
guards had been appeointed. On many roads you might drive
without an escort. Tetters were delivered, even to agitators.
Great progress in education had been made possible. Many
regiments were largely Christian, the artillery mainly Armenian.
Newspapers attacked the Government. Above all, travel was
allowed without passportis. Ar Armenian school inspeector
visiting his schools obtained a gendarme escort; and Armenians
from Russia might be found travelling for pleasure, taking
photographs and writing up local archaeology.

What was to be said on the other side? It ﬁéfﬁ?ged by
most Christians that not only were these cheering signs negative
and trifling, but that the situation was positively worse than
of old. It was worse in this way, that liberty had been tasted
{(after the revolution the Kurds feared possible punishment, and
desisted from crime) and was now lost. It was worse £§1i§§€ 2
Young Turks were mere intelligent than old ones, and the danger

of permanent subjection was, therefore, greater. Again, the
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the Kurds, dreading the approach of reform, were more alars
and active. Armenian emigration wag thereby igcreased, and

the national cause was Jjeopardised.

: Phe onlooker who sought an answer to the guestion, "QOught
Europe to intervene?" might well arrive at one answer or the
other. Both views of suech & problem was Jjustified, more
especially to the traveller in Turkey, where one of the
strangest features was the juxtaposition of good and bad.
Scenes of pesce which would elsewhere indicate order, were
immediately succeedgd by evidence of chactic insecurity.

Peasants who nproie to your gendarme that your driver had

=T

taken their corn and refused to pey ==pro €d as if all the
machinery of justice were at their ﬁispesalﬁw were the next
moment ridden down and flogged as if flogging were the
gendarme's habitual amusement. There was no system; there
was only & capricious freedom for privileged classes. Thus .
unless he enguired closely and had means of knowing the people,
an observer might, according to the hazard of his experience,
with equal honesty defend the Purkish regime or condemn it.

Certain faets, however, forbade the rational critic to
'sit on the fence'.

The Armenians, whose favourable opinion of Young Tarks at

the time of their brilliant coup d'etat justified the support
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Oriental “The soul must be dead which does not wish to
preserve:such things; ©bPut you must be an artist toé picture
them. I will venture only to name what lives in the memory.

The winding narrow road, lined with shops, is roofed over
with brick domes built in close succession. Between them are
arches to support the weight, built with an exquisite curve -
the Tudor arch, but less flattened. As you near the end of
this tunnelled thoroughfare, the arches, catching the increasing
light, stand out with extraordinary effectiveness from the
intervening shadows.

The Turkish builders, and still more the Persian, delight
in brick vaulting, and each dome between the arches is a
masterpiece. It is pierced with & hole for air and light,
through which & shaft of sunlight strikes down. These shafts,
'turning the dusty air to gold, give an effect whieh quite
deludes the newcomer. Against the deep shade in whieh the
dust is not visible, thqy‘appear to be solid yellow columns
supporting the roof. :%;Eé;;s;jii%mﬁeredithﬁs simile - "Sharp

as & sickle is the edge of shade and shine.®



The world of men below is worthy of the setting. The
crowd, dressed with an infinity of colour, streams along.
The shops, fully open to the street, are unobscured by glass.
A whole shop-front, solid with fruit, provides a splash of
colour even more brilliant than the dresses of men. ¥o
wheeled traffic subdues the sound of voices. One hears the
footsteps of men, horses, donkeys - even the soft thud of the
camel. A whole quarter is devoted to handierafts. On the
same spot the article is made and sold. Nailmakers ply their
tiny forge, two ofythem hammering defily in turn at the same
glowing metal. Weavers are weaving carpets and selling them

then and there. It is an exhibition whieh the Home Arts

Society nght f%yr, a VlSlOM of agplied arts as they ought to
7l 4gy§ ,*:gg@mtﬁ«ar*% endeta 2. L
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Ltok back unde; t

ke valitoa brickwork, 1it from the open
end of the bazaar with hollow sunlight, and ask yourself:
"Must it all go? Must this road be fifty feet wide with tram-
lines and taxis?"®

Ite charm throws your sympathy dead against reform. But
think the matter out further. Mast civilisation be without
what is good in this bazaar? No wholly. h:;igﬁ% recovering its
senses. Mechanicalism will azkdrxven from our art, both fine
and applied. The ugliness of, Eaetcryiaa‘ltself is yielding
already to smoke-consumers, electric power, and garden ecities.

Lovely o0ld streets and buildings will be treasured when town
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planning becomes efficient. ¥oreover, unreformed govégnmant
is no security for their preservation. In Turkey they%are
already scarce. The pictupesque features of village lf{e
indeed remain, but so they do in lands dscently'gcvernedjéiike
India and Ceylon. N

And socially {(which matters more for it affects more

people) what does this mediaeval bazaar imply? A state of 1%
poverty and insanitation that will very soon obtrude on you; b

dirt, smells, starved horses, savage villages, drought,

diseases unknown in the West, beggar~children whose half-

blinded eyes haunt the memory. Evet-assbioldiallys B8
T b s S

rags, hovels, women veiled and downtrcdden. The beauty of

this bazaar is the rarefied product of & world of tears.

.

Orderly rule would banish manJ miseries, and yct preserve what
2 o ?_;? S
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is really beautiful.
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ding a rational argument, are
really swayed by &n inSfinct - t!; admirable instinct embodied

But the defence of T{;kzy, if 4 was to succeed, must base
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itself on a yrincip?% worth thie name. Such a prineiple is
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distriets since 1907 (a year before the;ﬂ»««w

stFon), and

1 Lest (i
the contrast was surprising. Men whom it wee@then impssaible

to see, because it would get them into trouble, now readily
associated with foreigners and talked even in open places

without fear. Schools and clubswﬁere being rapidly built,
g-wg l;&,{giﬁ*kf% 7"352 {543 if&fvé,géf(

even clubs of the & Paxes were not

collected with the o0ld brutality - formerly the last fuel and
the bedding of the siek were taken. Armenian village police

guards had been appointed. On many roads you might drive

without an escort. Tetters were delivered, even to agitators.
Great progress in education had been made possible. Many
regiments were largely Christian, the artillery mainly Armenian.
Newspapers attacked the Government. Above all, travel was
allowed without passports. Ar Armenian school inspector
visiting his schools obtaired a gendarme escort; and Armenians
from Russia might be found travelling for pleasure, taking
photographs and writing up local archaeology. :

¥hat was to be said on the other side? It %ﬁfﬁ?g@d by
most Christians that not only were these cheering signs negative
and trifling, but that the situation was positively worse than
of old. It was worse in this way, that liberty had been tasted
(after the revolution the Kurds feared possible punishment, and
desisted from crime) and was now lost. It was worse fgéiﬁé§m§{

Young Turks were mere intelligent than old ones, and the danger

of permanent subjection was, therefore, greater. Again, the
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the Kurds, 4reading the approach of reform, were more alerst
and active. Armenian emigration wae thereby igcreased, and

the national cause was Jjeopardised.

| Phe onlooker who sought an answer to the guestion, "Ought
Europe to intervene?" might well arrive at one answer or the
other. Both views of such & problem was justified, more
especially to the traveller in Turkey, where one of the
strangest features was the juxtaposition of good and bad.
Scenes of peace which would elsewhere indicate order, were
immediately succeeded by evidence of chactic insecurity.

iiﬁbﬁa§%‘~§%§%&wé€
Peasants who protested to your gendarme that your driver had

taken their corn and refused to pay o=pr ed as if all the
machinery of justice were at their dispesal;w were the next
moment ridden down and flogged as if fleggiﬁg were the
gendarme's habitual amasement. Phere was no system; there
was only & capricious freedom for privileged classes. Thus .
unless he enguired closely and had means of knowing the people,
an observer might, according to the hazard of his experience,
with equal honesty defend the Turkish regime or condemn it.

Certain faets, however, forbade the rational eritic to
'sit on the fence'.

Phe Armenians, whose favourable opinion of Young Tarks at

the time of their brilliant coup dtetat justified the support
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given to Young Turke in England and France, saw now that the
possession of power destroyed their progressive ideals and
revived their native chauvinism. The best hope for young
Turkey lay in the offers of full support from the most

active race in Asiatic Turkey. If the Turkish reformers
could, and would, defy the Turkish fangtics who resent the
punishment of a Moslem for c¢rime ggainst & Christian, would
waive their e¢laim to racial ascendancy over the Armenians

and make an alliance with them, they‘ceuld maintain domination
perhaps over all the other raees, ineluding the Kurds, and
avoid European intervention. Phere was still a powerful
section of Armenians who hoped and worked for this solution.
But difference of temperament - éemcg;&ti@ versus feudal;

Pmemi 74 £ & '3:%; i{?
intellectual versus fanatical ~{: #bie prospect of &
- & A

P B

Lamg

evelut ti;gw The Turks, having rejected
Armenian help, had elected to be judged by their own policy.
They had a problem which would tax the skill of the most
enlightened ruler.

When Abdul Hamid - least enlightened of 811 - heard of

Tord {(then Mr. ) Bryce's appointment as Chief Secretary for

Irelané he remarked: "He has got g;s %?n ¥acedonia now."

¥ o L
But theﬁ@{bgé;@% of sutonomy wﬁich x:; Bryce favoured, could
never appeal to the Turks. They were the least enlightened

all of empi s.
gi i

2 the pro-Kurdish poliey continued. it
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had taken service with the Government, themselves protested

against the licence ageorﬁed to their countrymen. £ gencdarme
’m«ze}f/m”f 4. 95‘5""" fw«,ré“ gg?@;"Q

"Look at
that village. I could go there and kill helf a dozen people.
Who would punish me? I am & Kurd."

A certain post-carriage was escorted by four zaptiehs.
Passing through Kurd country they arrived at night minus theip

rifles. They returned homef were again armed and aggin were
» , ; 7 EQMgggﬁg a7 Ctie, 4
robbed. ?hé?' EEpdpenbel n By

E=f

Humorous residents say it became normel. The governor's

solution of the problem was to continuersending an escort, but

to send it without arms.

These things were comparative trifles. The question of
the lands seized by Kurds in the massacre days was even more
important. This vast robbery was unremedied even after five
years of 'constitutional' rule. One résh Armenian, applying
to the Court, was granted an injunction and presentsd it to
the Xurd, who occupied the ancestral farm. The latter lost
no time in killing the Armenian. Doubtless the Turkish judge
enjoyed his joke.
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Early every morning you might see the door of the
Russian consulate at Ven bgsieged by applicants for passports.
Life among Kurds, they said, was a living death, and the
villagers were leaving for Russia or America. At Igdir, just
cut of ?urkey, we saw many refugees. A woman, whose children
ranged from five upwards, had lost her husband in the massacée
of March 1908; 1lately a Kurd had burnt the house of her
neighbour; so she and her brcthgr decided to leave. We
asked how long it took them to waik (with four children) from
the%gw z%l%gzﬁ/giém which we had driven in four days. They
saié:g}fifteeng%g

The Turks, hampered as they are by the fanaticism of
théir uneduceted masses, and wanting in energy, failed
entirely to suppress crims. Their defeef was thus partly
negative; - some functions of government they could not, and
some they would not, perform. But it was also positive -
the Kurds they actually armed with modern rifles. The
Armenians 4ié not ask to be protected, they only complained
that théy might not protect themselves. Wolves and bears
can live in the same hills, even in the same cage, without
harming each other. But in this case the bear had his claws
drawn. While the bear might not use his claws, the wolf was
given better teeth. How thgﬁﬁé%%fa‘ population survived, it
wag hard for the stranger to imagine.

There comes a moment in pack-horse travelling which brings
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b B Ob 8N,
a peacefulness of metuml character. It is when you have
packed your baggage in the early dawn and the men are, with
infinite dawdling, putting it on the saddles. You may
complaiﬁ that they are late, foreéeeing the misery of arriving
&t some dirty hovel in the evening after dark; but no
activity on your part will move them faster; and if you are
wise you will sit down again and smoke. The moment affords
in some strange way a pipe of superfine trangquillity. Such
2 moment came to me in an Armenian village in 1913. A
priest, a learned man, sat with me in the little room.
Conversation ceased, and T smoked in silence while he leant
on the table, sitting on the bed which served for chairs, his
¢hin on his hands. I looked hard at the blaek figure in
profile, thrown into artistic relief by the extreme)simplieity
-of the setting. In the perceptive gquietness of the moment
the scene recalled Whistler's picture of his mother. The
bare mud wall was like the brown paper walls affected by the
aesthetic in England. The priest faced the window, which was
on my right, and in the strong light I saw that this man, with
short moustache and beard, resembled some of the portraits of
Christ. Forgetting himself 2s we sat silent, the priest
sighed deeply. Then for a time, I saw and'fc}t the outlook

e wiRad { %§%$§%%$%#%f§
of the Armenian, [the world in which he Speas.his days, when

we had passed on oar-egreeeable path, with our equipment for

pleasure, our perfect security, our prospect of early return
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)

- %o eivilisation. L feur yearizgg;ore the very monastery
in this village was occupied by Turkish troops. The priest
had been sent to revive a scattered flock, and suecour a
group of A?menian villages in the hills arocund. Yesterday
he had buried a peasant - killed by Kurds, left mutilsted
for many days, till he was found by chence. His villagers®
houses were daily seized by Kurds favoured by the Government.
Could we not stay to see them? I feared this would only
brigg further trouble on himself and the village clergy who

would shown us the houses. "what do we care®” he said.

«w._"They can do nothing worse to us than they do already."

Another side of the Turkish evil was consplieunous in the
policy of Moslem settlement - the placing of mohejir (settlers)
among Christians, to keep them in order. Ite wisdom had been
much debated in Turkish cirfiles. Its great advocate was the
brilliant doctor, Nazim Bey, of Salonica, who sucecessfully
urged the importation of Bosnian §osléms in 1910 and 1911.

Two generations ago the Circassians, removed from Russian
rule in the Caucasus, were planted as moha jir both in Eurcpe
and Asia. Feither o: these _precedents was 8 happy one.

'*’7; F g; e 2B

The Circassiane sifettes the Batak messacre of 1876, which

cost Turkey four provineces. The poor Bosnians had & short
stay in their new homes, sometimes newly built for them on
waste land. 1 saw those villages standing empty in 1912,
when the Bosnians, at the approach of the Bulgarian army, had
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| moved in haste still further from Bosnia. The latest form
of the'achagir method we came on by chanece in Armenia. A
large number of Kurds, objeeting to the order established by -
the Russians in Persia, West of Iake Urmi, had crossed to the
Purkish side of the frontiér, which had Jjust been fixed so as
to correct the recent encroachment of Purkish troops near
Salmas. Wevfound many Kurd families installed in an Armenian
village, the ejected population being crowded into the
remeining houses. Other peasants had been notified %o give
up their houses, by a fixed date, to Kurds still oecupying
their suager tenﬁs. This was not the usual phenomenon of

L4 & jgﬁf‘}«mh?w;! o,
robbery. ?&,was systematically ordered and carried out by
authority ~ Vali, Kgggakam Mudir and @aptieh - a far more

& = &£

?%:“2 fﬁ“fwzi»ﬁ = =8

seandalous matter. #t proved to be in force in numbers of
other villages. 1In the capital of the vilayet, the consuls
had aetually not heard of it three weeks later, so little
was it regarded as out of the ordinary. The vali did not
deny, but frankly discussed, the system.~ He qgaintly urg

b B é"& "’:,% ’f'?4

the difficulty of oldeswise finding houses for Kurds. The 7

%,
consular machinery of information through native aragcmans

£

cften thought to produce exaggeration, had in this case
missed an event whieh would be of more real political
significance than Kurdish outrage. Yet this vilayet was

gé,iv.w & v@“

considered the P&gmﬁ‘& of all. fhu f”aﬂf?*’*—w
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xm&ssa@@$ﬁ¢%%§$w éﬁzhout an interpreter who iluspired Armenian

confidence, one would have heard nothing. We were making
friends with an attraetive child about four years old when
his father murmured something to our interpreter. I asked
what he was saying. There had been no mention of Turks or
troubles, and I was surprised when I learnt the thought which
had occurred to him. It was expressed thus: "They killed
thousands of boys like that one, in the massacres.”

On arriving at an Armenian house in Van an old woman's
face struck us at once as possessing charm and promise, and

we were distinetly disappeinted to tind her cold, sad, and

iresponsive. Hot a smile could we bring to her face. Cur

cheerless quarters, after supper, demanded the solace of

éecoa, and the housewife accepted a cup. She bhad done her

she had llttle else);

Py At s B e

e-phebidies DY scrving E
.

her from our own tea-basketl. Qur polyglot companion drew

best to wait on us, providing hot wa}ar

and it pleased her now %o have us

ner into general talk. It turned in time to her children.

Why was she alone? Because her daughter had lately married
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and gone. She was ill at a distant town.

about tweniy years old. That recalled the &

and, encouraged by ancther cup of coeoca, she fell to talking
AEA, Qsﬂ?’ }Vfi é«’z ‘133 » ;

about the,t~ea:~ * The thing which absorbed her

mind, and made her mournfully sxleat aow made her eloqﬂﬁnt. :

The scene became arresting - the 0old woman, the thril&;ng
voice, the handsome features, frameﬂ in a black scarf, and seﬁx
off by thg severely simple room. She would have made & I
portreit for Rembrandt. Ef&

Had she geen people killed? "fe ‘heard the shrieks, and f¢'

smelt the burnt bodies everywhere." Where was she and her f{i
children? "I was here - but not in this house - it was burat )
down. The English money helped me to rebuild it afterw&r&s.f/\x
They broke in the door. I got away, Just in time, with my |
children by the back door.® was it by night? "There was
no day or night; we never sliept fér days."® Had anyone heeéJ
left in her house? ™A crowd had taken refuge there. Qhej %
chose out many girls and took them away, and also boys. Weﬁ:
never saw them again." It made me think of 'Riders to the?
Sea', and the mother's voice when she bewailed her son. 5
"We who saw it," she went on, "ecan't believe in your talk
about Turks reforming themselves.™” Remembering Adana and thej
melancholy fact that these things occurred again under "Young

Turkey", we were silent.



JOTORING IN THE SAHARA

I had not previously seen tent-dwellers nearer than the
frontier districts of Persia and Turkey. Even there, in the
vast pastoral downs of Kurdistan, the Kurds leave their tents
in winter end invade the underground houses made by the Ar-
menians. But within one day's drive from Algiers - only
threé days from London - you find the Arqu££§§erring their
tent of black camels-~hair cloth. <$een far of;~gn the naked
plain, you might misteke the tents for gigantic tortoises.

Only four days from Lendon we were entertalned by a
Sheik who, though he frequented Paris every year, prefers
his tent when at home. HMotoring out from Lagouat, we were
met by twenty of his retainers on lovely Arab horses and carry-
ing arms. They advanced in groups of four, racing up to us
with their white robes flowing, and discharging their rifles

as they galloped. Then they retired, and this time charged

all together,/pulling u?/ﬁﬁag;;ly close to us in a cloud of

dusi.

The Chief then led us to his tent, as big as a large
marquee, supported on numberless poles, the floor entirely
covered with lovely carpets, and the sides open to the warm
wind., We realized the surroundings in which lived Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob., In this ideal dining-room we squatted round

a8 large tray and ate as many courses as the cramped position
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of our bodies would allow, When at last 1t seemed impogsible
to find room for another mouthful, a whole sheep, mEmsted: With
the head standing up 1ike a8 roast rabbit, was brﬁught in, and
we were @xhartad to siase the meat with our fingera. It would
have been bad manners to refuse, or even to use a knife and

fork., Ve did our best, and guffered in silence,

It is the custom to extol the noble traditions of Hahomed-
an hospitelity, I did not think them perfect, I was teo cone

gclous of th- fact %
Gul o ak

hgt within fifty yards of us, cooped up
' g, Were all
the time hidden the Chief's wives, like prisoners serving a
life-gentence,

The women of the humbler class must of course leave the
house or tent for work, but the vell is strictly maintained -
at the maspé one eye being visible to the passer-by. Seclusion
hes a marked influence dn the general appearance aé* HMoslem
countries, Half th@ charm of foreign travel 1ies in the
pleturesque effect of both sexes of all ages moving about,
especially when, as in Zastern EZurope, peasant dresges sdd
bright eolours,

In Worth Afrieas, not only 48 the vigibla_pspnlaticn GON-
fined to men and boys, but colour id also absent, because the

usual garb is a dirty white rnba,afﬁen in rags.
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What matters much more is the waste of human potential-
ities, the oruelty inseparable from total aubwﬁiuétim, and
the hopeless narrowness of the harem. An Arab who prides
himself on his renk end station will boast that his daughter
{8 so well brought up that she does not even know the way
along the street where she lives.

At a party which included several French officers and a
Turopesnised Arab, the latter was ssked if he did not think ﬂid‘“
the women should get freer by degrees, He declared himselfl
gtrongly conservative, The ladies replied facetiously, 'But
no conservative yourself', for he was breaking the religious
law by drinking wine.

Such conservatism does Islam produce that there is strong

2&& laéy.ﬁae%ﬂra and the

opposition to VYestern hfgiene thwu«>
o " ; mﬁ 4t cal treate

order of éxp\nune called
ment in the harem 1tself. Al one place tﬁa French officlals
were offering to pay s rewsrd to sny Arab men who would cone
gent to recelve medical treatment, but in wvain. ZHlsewhere
there 1s some progress in the use of modern hospitals. COon-
servatism goes with the fatalism of Islem, whose ideal is =2
resigned acceptance to the will of Cod, If you are ill, if
your erop fails, if your mule is hopelessly lame, it is blas-
phemous to try to improve on Allah's plan,

A French officiel's wife, who works at one of the maters
nity centres known as the 'Goute du Leit' finding & child 111

from dirt, was proceeding to wash it, The mother shrieked
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with p&tav&a.entraaty - 1t was dapperous to wash & child under
three years of sge. It wilgizgggﬁgima for the modernist school
in Islem « which is a factor in Zgypt and Turkey - to penetrate
 North Africa., I did, indeed, meet a moat atiractive Arab of
gplid intelligence, as well as learning, who snaiﬁ%igﬁavad !@Q
}?E;:Z;gaidilad‘thehpoatig/parta of the Koran and concentrated
on its ideslistic sections., He was equally satisfled if hesthen
negroes were converted to Islam or Christianity. But he was
hardly typleal. And even the modernist Mehompedan is
conservative, The greatest apologist for Islam, my old Harrow
master, BosworthaSmith, expressed the view that "the religion
of Christ contains whole fields of morality whiech are outside
the religion of ﬁ&h@medLu humility, purity of heart, forgiveness,
gacrifice of gelf, toleration”,

The desert stretehes illimitably around, flat snd smooth
like the see, so that the earth disappears below the horizon
sbout three miles away if your eye is six feet above the ground,
You seem to be in the centre of & shallow saucer, presumably
becauge any ordinary land which hides the distance at three
miles would be hilly or undnlating. ,Therefore whan tha land
disappearg you feel ag 1f dhe—ter V.
b 6?“*%‘iz%ﬁ€£3¢ ﬁ

y /égéeuuﬁngfthrough guch solitude provides one with aEEZ:%m£

' exhileration. You are in a world without obstacles; you
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could run straight on for 2,000 m&laa,faaﬁnge mind feels o (P
\& liberation, W @nxieties fade mayjam in apite of baingu
thrown, at rocky places, againast the roof of the car (yﬁar
helmet saves your skull) sleep overtakes youp saduftor—

ba: ou wake up to find the same humming of the

&

engine and the same vast solitude,

If people go to the desert for ite loneliness, to meditate
like the anchorites who used to frequent it, they should pget
tents and camels or horsges, and aveld hurry; but peaceful
travel bas been destroyed by the invention of the desert car.
This car has four driving wheels, each of them double, and it
is so contrived that all four wheels may be on widely different
levels, gripping the ground over e sufficient surface to drive
the car up any slope, whether flat or rocky.

By this invention the desert oveses, hitherto a six or
elght day camel journey apart, ¢sn be exploited for tourism;
and the "Transat" Company is pushing out so fest that it expects
to bring into its reguler tours the fabulous towns of Timbuetoo,
on the Niger river,

These cars are the only ones capable of covering more
quickly then camel speed (fﬁﬁr miles per hour) the kind of
degert which we are taught to regerd as typleal, but which is
only one of many kinds, viz., the sand dunes, If you imagine
our own seaside dunes without a blade of grass, and rising to
every wvariety of height up to 500 feet, you know the look of



the kind of desert which to my mind has real heanty, It is

all in perfectly graceful end delicate curves, with now and

then a sh&rﬁ edge elong the ridges where the wind has made

an eddy and caused a gudden oliff on the leeward side. The
surface is smooth, with 1ittle ridges like those made by the

gsea on a falling tide; and at evening the shining surface,
contrasting with the deep shadews, glves an effect extraordinarily
like esnow mountains when 11t by & golden sunset. A very pretty
thing on the dunes is the track of animals, more exact then on
any snow., You can see each claw of a beetle and tell exaetly
what he did. ;

Some of the desert, it must be sdmitted, 1s positively
hideous, and for some strange reason the expression "howling
wilderness” seems sppropriate, But there is desert of many
kinde - undulating, mounteinous, evenly strewn with gharp
stones, ugly with shapeless rocks, totally bare, or spotted
with a dozen plants to the acre, resemdling desd tufts of
hesther, but sufficlent to support a camel, end indeed capable
of maintaining sheep.

Mile after mile the motor follows the track that other
motors have mede, with oceasionel posts or stone erections
designed to gulde: the traveller in his general direction snd
to save him from being tolally lost in a sandestorm. There is
ne road, because the dunes keep moving with the wind, and you

have to surmount ridges the sides of which are sometimes as
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steep ag 45°, The driver accelerates for all he 1s worth,
and you got up perhaps twenty miles an hour over the heavy
gand, You charge up the slope - entirely ignorant of what
lies beyond, If you reach the top you suddenly find yourself
at the edge of a preciplce.

You gasp at the prospeéect of a somerseult down the cliff, But
in a trice you are saved, You feel the sand sinking under
the ear, and you slide down slowly at about 30°, Often,
however, we charged repeatedly without success - backed down,
and tried another route, ’

lMotoring over the dunes provides guch novelty as slmost
to congtitute a sport, and I em inclined to think that just ss
the Inglish invented "Wintersport" in the snow, they will
develop a game out of the dunes for which the next generation

WiBL1ll be swarming to Africa insteed of to Switszerland,

The right way to see the desert is quite aifferent, Find
an Arab who has camping equipment and knows some cwnérsvax
camels; make up your party, and leave modern 1ife behind, At
the sppointed time we foregathered st the rendezvous, with
conts and knapsecks, You must not expect Orlentals to keep
engagements; but within an hour the cemels turned up, three
for baggage snd five feor our perty - one with a fosl running
beglide lier, TWhy not start? Quite impossible, %hy? Ve must
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wait for the musicien, When st last this unexpected equipment
errived he proved to be an aged Moor with a long bamboo flute,
who ghared a cemel with the Arab lesder. It trangpired that
the leader was fond of singing, and musioc eertainly came in
useful, |

I was relieved that we had something better to sit on
then the saddle of the Tuares tribe which hed been our fate
hitherto. Ag this ssddle 1s in front of the hump end slopes
forward, you are only supporied by glagtiag your faat on the
‘eamel's neok, You have no stirrups to support yau:si&awayan
This is swhkward when the camel rises, He elevetes his body
to the height of his legs by t&raa rocking~horge motions, In
the first, he site up like & dog sitiing on ite tell; as you
eling on forwards, he auéﬁanly jumps up behind £ill he seems
stending on hisg head; you fall on $o it just ss the front of
him riges agein, and yewu get level at about Waei from the
ground, Once settled into his stride, the cemel's paces are
delightful,

Imagine yourself, after hours of easy motlon, arriving at
your camping ground among the gandy dunes, Off the two baggage
animals your men produce three sleeping tents, s larger tent
for meals, end & cook's tent equipped with materiel for producing
a2 het four-course dinner, The cook did 21l this with no better
gtove than s cumning errengement of iron bars surrounding s thin

layer of chareosl, with other bars to support the saucepans



over 1it.
Before tes you explore the dunes, and then the ineredible

eolours of sunset in the deseri oceupy you i1l the full

darkmess., Returning then from the dune-tops, I found ithe
lesder and the flute-player enjoying music by themselwves, the
formey singing sn improviged sentence (& mexim from the Xorsn,
1f he was to be belleved) and the musiclan vesponding with e
phirase of notes, I enjoyed mysell lying flat on the sand
begide them and wstohing the sters come out. We put off
dinner to see the moon rise, =snd afterwards a bonfire was 11t,
A8 we sat round it, the eipght Arabs sang to us, end we
Buropeans did our best in return, two of our party belng Irish.
T myself contributed "The Bells of Shandon”, Then the cemels
were brought back from greszing (on what seemed to be dead
gorub) and made to 1ie in & group., A cool breese had sprung
up, and when we turned in for the night I gaw in the moonlight
(brighter than a London day in November) that the mare had
mav&a her foal over to the leeward side of her to hsep it warm,
7 ¥ rotd, gen with heawmq%ﬁta'%&c%rmuad

"‘*M.\

at the Arabs sleeping in the open in cotton robes, The spoilt
Englishman %ﬁéhé* the a‘anrise from his snug camp bed, and gels

an omelette for breakfast (as well es a 'ocafe complet') in the

i ?ﬁsg tent,
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The desert ig apt to pley you tricks, and the hotels
have orders to send eu aaarah parties if a car does not arrive
when expected, We observed one day thait a storm had burst
in some dlgtent mountaing, but all was dey along our route,
i1l aaﬁdaaly sa aame on a rearing torrent, brown with mud end

potll e

ruahing.xf4viéa . a*~wa raging waves, I had stuck in a

much milder aarramt ﬁe@cre now, and it gseemed to ug obvious
that before driving in someone should try the depth by wading,
But the French chauffeur knew betiter, he sald, and plunged,
Within five yards of the edge the engine wad out, the water
rushing over the bonnet, and the gar hegling over, Being on

the lower aide I had the ppospect of being pinned under water,

and began to elimb to the upper side, The water was far too

¥

‘-%mrﬁnnnﬁﬁx@rd

With superd circumspection he sounselled sitting still,

Inatead %haﬁefare 6f tz;ing to waﬁe au%, w~ieh'§#ﬁiﬂ'hav&fb"

hese sudden flnuﬁs where no ri lie
™ brec ‘",ﬂlg ' a?& g ’

exilsts, ;;]; iR agl L5hls ona yled uﬂ‘“ our meshanle climbag to

the bennet anﬁ~%nrﬁ§§ the handle under water, By some miracle
he got the engine running, and with the help of pleks and
gshovels we baakad out.,

Our troubles were not over. At the next torrent the
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‘annebmﬁn again was reckless - the further bank was too steep
to clinmbup, This time we were oply saved by the chence that
snother cor mm&;;} Aﬁ?’a’mg‘é& out,

Then yet &‘nmmf phenomenon, A third torrent hed depostted o
huge gheet of hailatones, two feet deep - eollected, I suppose,
by scme waterspout on a wide surfece and dpifted together,

The performences of the desert csr in getting us through
thege adventures were guite miresculous, But they hed not
gaved us from dlssster. The luggege had been under water for
an hour; eve arment was lined with & thick layer of mud,
and the erimagéngativw Xﬁathar -~ carefully bought for Christmas
 presents st home - hed been imprinted on our favourite suits.

Owing to %haé& oceaglonal reins, end the heavy dew, the
desert grows plents. The main interest s the slmost total
abgence of trees, but the one tres thst the desert does produce
hes aimost mirsculous qualities,

In an area of perhaps 10,000 squere miles you find an cssis -
e few sores of unstable lend - watered by springs or wslls end
@Pﬁﬁu@iﬁg with 8 sonoentreted setivity 2 denge mags of date
palma, Bo ctheri tree but palms, and ne other of the numberless
varistles of paln butl the date palm, It 18 genorally too
formal fo be beautiful, For me its main aesthetic merit seemed

to come at punset, when, if one saught o single dlstent palm
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againgt the lucmedtdie blaze of the sinking desert sun, the
tree produced sn effect of intense and poetic loneliness,

If one goes to the Tate Gallery, one will see this phenomenon
developed in the lendsoapes of Turner.

The date palm develops all the timber that the desert towms
are bullt of., ‘The sap 1s a popular drink; and, sbove all,
the frult is¢ highly sustaining, It furnishes ell the food
that an Arab pequires. It is said thet thirty.six dates a
datp will nourish even e Turopean,

In addition, the fronds made good feneing snd good fuel,

and the stalk of the fruit clusters 1s speclally good for
- producing fire by friction, You have only to meke a groove

in the wopd and rub sand along it with another piece, pressing
pard on %0 it; in e minute the wood gets brown with heat and
flakes off, collecting st the end of the groove, Then you put
the hobt flskes into e frayed end of the same dry stall and blow
45111 sperke come, This is then wrapped in a handful of the
fibre which grows next the trunk end waved rapidly to make a
dpaught, t411 the Fibre burst into flame in your hand,

If you are to be reduced to one single kind of tree, as
you sre im the desert, you could not invent a better 'universal

i,
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The most pleasing feature in desert 1ife is the
reappeerance of birds whieh we know in England, and which have
left us in the sutumn, Here are the euckoos, which disappeared
in Aupust, and the swallows, which had only just eall&etéd for
f1ipht when we left home in October. The zoldfinches and
whestears seem just as much in harmony with their surroundings
in the desert as in our righly-clothed land, where bare soll
18 hardly sesn-unlegs you %ﬁrﬁ t¢ up.

Various birds which love human buildings are well sulted to
native houses, which consist of gelleries round a court open to
the sky., On a ledge over 2 gtaircase T found s weat with egpgs,
which surprised me, 28 1t was autumn, But I learnt that autumn
1s for non-migratory birds the time for nesting. If hatehed in
the spring the young birds would Ale in the scorching summer,
This explains why we could not see hawkring, which the natives
delight in. They walt till mid-winter, when the nesting is
over, and they do not keep hawlrs all the year, as our ancesiors
d41d, but ecateh them for the season only. They actually catch
full-grown hawks and tame them guickly by sterving them, The
method 1s clever, They rolease s tame pigeon with a stone
attached, The hawi catches the plgeon and, finding 1t heavy,
goon deseends, The man, watehine, finde thgﬁp&g@@ﬁ, wraps it
up in fine netting, tles it to a gtone, and then departs, The
hawe returns to eat the plgeon and gets entengled., After three
days witﬁaﬁ% food the hawk is quickly tamed and ready to be
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taken out for sport, and when he catches the partridee or
other gquarry he is so hungry thet he does not fly away but
lets the sportsmen eatch him again, j

Apart from blrds, which inelude great bustards and
hoopoes, you might travel all day without seeing any signs of
animals except the holes of jerboas, But those which exist
are aﬁriaua. In the oages there are praying maentises, which
fold their hands as if in prayer, and sn insect which, pbhen
frighteﬁad, discharges a cloud like smoke, asg the cuttlefish
clouds the water with ink.

I saw only one lizard, and no snakes, as the hot weather
had passed, But at Fl Harme I saw the black desert snakes
in their domesticated form beinz shown off by a snake-charmer,
It was evidently a great trest for the Arabs. They sat or
stood round a small egﬁn.apaea in such dense numbers that not
another person could have seen the show, The snalres, which
were some five feet long, reised their hesds sbout twe feel
from the ground end expanded s kind of hood, while they swayed
to end fro to the music of & primitive bagpipe. The charmer
then hypnotised one, so thet it lay guite straight and could
hardly be woken apgain, To show that the polsonous teeth had
not been extracted, the sha1ﬁ¢n held it by the neck, and

&Miifting it out of the gum with =

certainly showed us the fa@@&’
nail.

There 1s a lunching place for motorists in the hills near
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Algiers, where the wild beboons bave been temed by feeding
and provide gﬁud«fbhnu, They are ingatisble in thelr demends
for peanuts, We lunched Indeors in order %o lunch in peace,
We then had coffee ont of doors and fad them again, VWhen
you srs tired of feeding them they watoh you $111 you look
the other way. Suddenly there lg a erash, 4 huge old
monlkey has jumped on the teble, upset the sugar, and gol away,
clasping several lumps between his hands and chest with
extyaordinary dexterity.

T4ife in the dagert sould hardly be meintalned without
two snimals of smaszing oapselty © the poat and the canel.

£a impossible to detect eny article of food other

than s&nd on which the goals Zs g are living, They

are very f@né_sf paper, and é Prench officer declared that he
wept n atoek of old newapapers a0 that when he wanled en extra
aupply of mill he cenld give his poats thelr favourits food,
The miraemlous powers of the camel, hls sapsclily to ge
long jaanneys without food or drink, ere toc well knowm io
}' ;w;E ad net’ﬁgs;:§qﬁthat when he does get e feed
it ea&&iéﬁﬂ 07 no mara then what looks like twigs, Yo one
who hee scen the esmels oarrying thelr £§2§Z§Z§§g loads, never

tupnineg e heir or sppearing sick or sorry, never put out

except when, on belng losded, they emit noises like those of
the lion end the eow combined, ean fail to feel a profound

admivation for the beaet.



T he#s never ceased to admire he aawal'a diénity.
agp oy
Often our ecar ruahadwgast aamelnvﬁgfw»,ﬂrgge - & terrifying

experience for them - but bcurhwobwiauslg frightened they
walked off as if too proud to trot. If lying down by the
track when disturbed they rdse with an unchanped and dignified
air as if they felt they ought to pretend to be getting up out
of elvility.

The camel provides transport, milk, meat and wool -
everything his master needs except watersitins, which are got
from goata, He even provides meat without being killed,
Arebs eat little, and it is sald that s Tuareg travels without
taking food. If nothing else turna‘gp, he draws some blood
from his camel's shoulder and e@ﬂkﬁ_y@g' Next dey he draws
some from bis hindouarters. Hext day perheps he kills a
snake, Pinally, he euts into the camel's hump, gets some
fat, and sews the skin up apain, ﬂ&@k

Of all the remarkeble phauamang%ﬁi gaw in Afries, the
mogt remarkable was an Englishwomen who gpends her 1ife and
privete means in the service of enimals, This lﬁdy getiles
for a few weeks in one town after another, goes out et dawn
to the 'fondouks' or open-alr livery stebles, where countrymen
coming to market leave their beasts for the day, doctors their
wounds and sores, cajoles the owner into giving the sick
118 in the police, spends

donkey a rest,
¢ ;
hours dressing wounds reeking with maggots, endures the f£ilth
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and stench even in the burning summer heat. On occasion she
calls in the police: more often, with miraculous diplomacy she
stirs up kindness and kills resentment in Arabs and French

alike.

North Africa gave me for the first time an interest in
the Roman Empire. When I spent the usual eight years in
learning Latin it was not the fashion to give boys any reason
for selecting this study as their main duty while at school.
One gets glimpses of the greatness of Rome in European travel;
but even in Italy they are obscured, and above all they are
obscured at Rome.

It is In North Africa that you have the most vivid picture
of the Empire. You have theatres, amphitheatres, temples and
aqueducts everywhere; you even have whole towns and military
camps, not indicated by isolated bulldings, but displayed in
their entirety and supplying an invaluableuillu?tration of

)

L
the methods by which Rome governed its-great ire. It is all

the more interesting because our own country was, like North
Africa, a Roman province. In both countries the Romans wers
checked by wild tribes, and the same Emperor (Hadrian) in A.D.
117 planned the rampart of the Roman Wall at the Solway and the
line of forts in the Atlas Mountains. But while North Africa
was controlled by one legion, our British predecessors were so

stubborn that to govern them required three - a fact which

das B o
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filled me with an irrational pride.

At Timgad you see the arch which Septimus Severus built in
193 A.D. when he went on his tour of inspection and consolida-
tion. With the lessons of Africa in his mind he went on to
England, and died in York.

Everyone knows that Rome was powerful, that she gave the
world a long peace, a literature, an idea of law and order,
and an architecture, which, in spite of the brutality that sccom-
panied them, concern us as do those of no other State because
we inherited them. But the liberalism with which Rome brought
subject peoples into her citizenship and civilisation I had not
realised till I saw the relics of the Empire in North Africa.
The Roman citizens in Africa were mostly not Roman. The native
Berbers learned to govern, and indeed to build. The colossal
amphitheatre of El Djem, so vast that a whole town is hidden
by it, 1s = ﬁonument to the success of the Roman as a teacher,
for it was built by the Berbers themselves.

We visited the headquarters of the Roman Legion at Lambese.
There you see the only Praetorium still standing - the central
hall, such as the Praetorium where Christ was judged by Pilate.
Near it are the stores where thousands of heavy stone balls
were found - the actual projectiles for the great catapults.
There are whole streets of small living rooms. The legionar-
ies were too important to be herded in dormitories like

modern soldiers.
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The French try hard to reproduce Ramah imperialism to-day,
and one gets from both empires interesting reflections upon
the great question of "the White Man's burden"., Modern
imperialism hes so often forgotten the interests of the

gonguered in the purguit of power and weslth for the congueror

that any light on this problem is worth &
One of my companions was a keen oritic of the Powers in
the scramble for Africe; but he was also a classlcal aahalar,
and I netiﬁed ‘that he never aaemed jo eacdamn}:::azt oy
thigﬁmeraly sehalastie prejudioe ~§9;l#}%aﬁazham; ﬂ&up&re is

A
%o the good if it adds tu the walrare uf the governed in the

W‘ '-"
widest sense, Iit G Emdghdr ation

meana the enjoyment of
powey by the few, and the misery of the many, it is not enough
for the theorist to answer that the people would rather be
wretched of their own cholice than happy by foreign help. It
18 the native tyrant who soords, end not the native worker, by
freedom to kill and rob, or exploit in factories without regard
to health or safety.

Imperislism must protect the under-dog if it is to justify
1%aelf,andvzt has seldom tried to do so., The Romans did
succeed In eivilising the native and satisfying him to such an
extent that when e fortress grew into a town 1t ceased to have
even a defensive wall. One geeg at Timgad the early wall

obliterated and built on by the extending houses and streets,
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The French have not arrived at this point, and you see
repeatedly a fortified wall maintained for the defence of the
French population in case of insurrection. Decideédly, however,
they have provided a better order - in wealth, and even in
education. There are primary schools for the natives, with
French teachers numbering some thousands, and rudimentary
teaching, largely on technical sub jects. The desert regions
are under military government, and the officers who rule these
have to pass through a year's course at Algiers, studying
native conditions and the law and doctrine of Islam. The
Government has perhaps been afraid of educating too much, for
fear of creating a class of native lawyers who might foment a
"home rule" movement. In any case, Mahomedan fatalism teaches
submission to "force majeure".

The country presents a unique example of Europeans settling
down alongside non-Europeans. British possessions are either
completely European, like Australia, or completely native;

South Africa presents a near parallel, but its populations of
black and white have no counterpart in the blended masses of
French and natives - frequenting the same cafés in a manner
which in British Colonies would be unthinkable.

It is the French custom in Algeria to describe as "naotives"
the variegated mass of Arabs, Berbers and negroes, which forms
a community distinguished from the Algerians, who include French,
Spanish and Maltese. These are about 20 per cent. of the
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gaﬁulatian of five millions, ﬁeaf the coast one may find
gemi-Europeanised Arabs, and a few Arabs who have served in
the Army in France and have married French women; otherwise
inter-marriage between Christian and HMehomed ig very rare,

No doubt the Arab curses the French conqueror, especially
when the foreigner's ocar rushes inconsiderately by, upsetting
the minds and algo the bodies of his heavily loaded camels and
mules; but if the Arabs had really to choose between French
rule (with its freguent nse of native officialg) esnd the

: corrupt anarchy of the Turkish regime which 1t replaced, they
would no doubt agree with a learned Arab who sald to me:

.. SThe Prench occupstion is a good thing on a balance,"
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CHAPTER V
TRAVEL

If my father's objecﬁ was to make me grow up quicker, he did
a wise thing in asking the Truman directors to give me long leave
in 1892, I was keen to see New Zealand, probably moved by my =
fatherfs interest in Imperial Federation. I decided to concentrate
on New Zealand and Japan. Fortunately I stopped in Australia on the
way out, because this played an important part in my father's
decision to take an Australian Governorship later on. Harry
O'Rorke came with me, and we also visited Ceylon, S. India, South
China, Canada, and the U.S.A. In all these countries I found
things deeply thrilling. I had previously been a Conservative,
and deeply attached to the ideal of benevolent squirearehy. In
the Dominions it was a delightful novelty to find all the people
(e.g. in the train) ready and able to talk to anyone else, and
I realised how deplorable it is that in England one tenth of the
men are cut off from the other nine tenths as far as social life
goes, This agreeably undermined my Uonservative ideals.

Travel in the Dominions has commonly had the opposite effect,
because one is aroused in what is by tradition a Conservative

Party property. Later on we learnt to distinguish the colonies
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New Zealand seems to me the choicest part of the earth for
British people, or anyhow, the South Island which is agreeably
cool. I now greatly regret that, when Ramsay McDonafd asked me
to go to New Zealand as Governor in 1919, I did not accept, but
at the time it seemed less importaht than membership of a Cabinet,
and I fought shy ef the job of constant official functiomns, in
an atﬁosphere of uniform, flummery and inability to take part in
reform movements. As a result of my refusal, Bledisloe was sent
out and the use he made of if%, both in public utility and enjoyment,
both during and after, makes me think I made a mistake to decline

the offer.

(Footnote: I had some adventures in New Zealand which I have
noted, and which can be found in papers marked "For my Children® ,

in a drawer in my writing table at the Bury.)



We returned from New Zealand to Sydney and then sailed
for China. We were a month between Sydney and Hong Kong, during
which T made a great friend, Noel Farrar, wﬁo was travelling
with two of the Bridgemans. We spent part of every morning
making balls with string for playing cricket in the cool evening.
A great many balls went overboard, but a good many were stopped
by a screen consisting of the bodies’of Chinese steerage paésengers
whom we employed to stand for the purpose along the bulwarks.
They ap peared quite as indifferent to cricket balls as San
sebastian was to the arrows. Sueh was the colour bar in those
days. At length we arrived at Hong Kong.

Tf these Chinamen had been forced or pressed by us to make
themselves into a cricket net, I ought to record the fact with
shame, but as far as T remember they placed themselves along
the bulwarks on their own accord in order to watch the game, snd
the violent contact of the crocket ball seemed to cause them no
discomfort whatever,

From Hong Kong we went up 1o Canton, where we saw the old
China which has since sO amazingly changed. Pigtails, right
down to the waist, were general, and not and thennone saw & '
woman walkiﬁg on tiny feet, calmost no feet at all. These were
high class women, whose lives were ruined by the ancient custom
of foot binding. Its disappearnace must have been a salvation
to millions. One of the sights was the set of rooms where

examinations were held. There were long passages in the open



air, with tiny compartments on each side, where the examinees were
locked in to avoid cribbing. Many of them were quite aged men
still gualifying to be mandarins. With the rest of our party

of visitors, we were also taken to the prison, where we passed
cells containing sawvage-looking men carrying immense wodlen
collars, such that they could not get through the open door, These
collars were built round their necks, and there stayed for months
on end. This sort of thing formed part of the attractién which

a party of tourists were taken to see. I suppose that many
people are still alive who saw that odd China as I did.

We had six months in Japan, and were lucky in seeing the
unspoilt mountainous parts, through falling in with a well-known
mountaineer, the Rev., Walter Weston, owing to whom we visited remote
parts. We were the first Europeans to climb a mountain called
Ena Sun, which Weston was exploring for Murray's Guide Eook to

Japan.,

We did another record in climbing Fuji earlier in the year
than any recorded ascent. The Japanese never ascended the
mountain until the priests had made arrangements for pilgrims in
Judy when the snow had gone, Therefore when we went up in April
our eoolies refused to come further than a hut where we sheltered
- for two nights during a typhoon. The third day we went on alone,
There were still many thousand feet to climb on soft snow, and
from the top we glissaded down the other side of the moun;ain, S0
that we never returned to the village from which we had started.
Soon afterwards Japanese papers had an account of the Britishers
who had ignored the warmings and dared the spirits of the mountain.
They had perished in the.t&phoon and it served them right. They
were presumed to be British because that people had a taste for

foolishly running into danger.



I count Japan as having influenced me in two important
respects., Firstly in aesthetic appreciation, and secondly in
humanitarian views. Japan was not thenm modernized. The buildings
harmonised amazingly with the very lovely landscape, and this made
a background for the universal practice of ornamenting every
house by some flower or flowering shrub placed with exfreme care
in the right place. Even the humblest houses were ornamented
according to tradition, each room with one scroll picture: never
more than one. A genuine love of beauty must have been felt by
the vast majority, because otherwise this custom could not have
become universal. Another sign is the devotion of a day each year
to the admirstion of certain lovely trees. The resort of the whole
population of Tokio to see the cherries in flower in the park is
only one example.

Japanese artists in painting and embroidery show a minute

observation of nature. I bought some good embroidered screens
which were honoured by conspicuous places at Warlies. I think I
had very little aesthetic appreciation before I went to Japan.
I certainly had a strong distaste for mediaeval pietures, and felt
glad when some important writer described them as mosti;N'squint-eyed
saints", so that my Philistine views had his sanction. My debt to the
Japanese was such that my next holiday was devoted to a visit to
Florence, with Connie, to educate my taste.

It seems odd that one should learn humanity from the Japanese,

but I certainly did so. The Buddhists object to the taking of



life, and we came across a case where some Japs who objected to
foreigners shooting pigeons were harshly lectured on the absurdity
of their objection of killing. I may have had occasional qualms
previously about shooting, but they had not interfered with my
intense interest in it and in other sports; and it was certainly
the Japs who mﬁde'me decide to give 1t up,

It was an?%bportune moment for doing so, because I had, shortly
before my travels, induced my falher so start breeding pheasants
at Warlies, and had nearly deferred my travels in order to be at the
November shoot in 1892, I had also persuaded him to plant the
Brook Wood and the Fernmhall Wood for the sole purpose of pheasant
shooting. Having given him all this trouble, I came home in 1923
unwilling to takgigart in the shooting which could justify the
planting. It was especially hard because he disliked planting
out the view across the park brook towards Scatterbushes.

I was certainly spoiled by Father's excessive good nature.
However, he enjoyed the shooting himself, and happily Tor became
even keener than before; subsequently working up to a pheasant shoot
day of over 300, and entertaining the neighbouring squires to a
shooting lunch in a marquee.

I think it is extraordinary that the inhumanity of leaving
birds and animals to a painful time, with broken legs and perforat-
ed organs,should strike so few people. The odd thing is that the :
same person who feels no compunction in watching the eye of a hare,

or a deer, losing its brilliance as it slowly dies, is intensely



humane in the care fidér animals, in other ways. I wonder that
such people as Uncle Charles andffiberator, who were very
reflective, did not see the inconsistency, but I do redlise that
I lost a great deal in giving up sport, and I have hesitated to
urge my view on my own boys, because I see Whatkhey might lose
in social effigncy if they gawe up sport. My point is that my

revolutionary change to anti-blood-sport views were due to the Taps,

(Footnote: I say nothing here of the travels of later years
because they are dealt with dm my"Travels and Reflections",

Published by Allen and Unwin in 1930.)




HMOUNTAINEERING IR JAPAN

People are fond of saying that Japan was worth seeing a
few years ago, but they do not care to see it fiow that it is
like Europe. £, like most globe-trotters, fhey only stay in
Furopeanized hotels, they are quite right, because the beaten
track is largely un>Japanized; and, though the thoughts of the
people are still dividgd from ours "ag far as the East is from
the West", such globe-trytters are pot likely to find them out.

But the country remaing, outdardly, just as of old; except
for the big white school house,/the village looks as it 4did |
when Prancis Xavier brought bAs\ Jesuit teachers to Japan 330
years ago.

Japan has only adopbed what she found needful for her
safety and her pocketsy/ For safety, \¢he has learnt all that
the West can teach her of the science Of war, and improved
apon it. In naturg istic art she requirédd no teaching, and
has adopted nothjing; but for the sake of har pocket, she has
learnt to pleasge the vulgar tastes of Burope) and sells to us
by the thousshd screens and ornaments which the, poorest Japanese
would not uge if they were given him.

Japay is a voleanic country, with a backbone {f mountains
rising, /AAin the case of the famous Fuji, to over IZ,O*O‘feet.

There #re no glaciers, but snow falls on the western side so
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as to smother whele villages, and lies even in s r somet imes
as low as 7000 feet. OSeveral volcanoes are ggtive, and hot

mineral springs are freguent, often attr§pfxag crowds of suf-

ferers by their medicinal 'n 0pert1q9" ngh up alpine plants

It was the 8th of lay, when with two Engiish friends and a
Japanese servant, I left the railway station of Kioto, the
ancient capital. Aaudi

A few hours brought us to Gifu, a town whie§”saffered
terribly in the earthquake of 1891, most of the houses being
destroyed. Here and there a house roof was still to be seen
resting on the ground, eloqnant of the terrihis scourge from
which Japan suffers 80 xmah, and in freedom from which we in
Europe are so fortunate. VWe have heard of recent earthquakes
and tidal waves, but none have equalled the great upheaval of

1891. In that sudden catastrophe, 10,000 people were killed;
120,000 houses,

W%re overturned; railway embankments and lines
were demolished; forests elippred down the hills, and fields



changed their size and shape.

Here at Gifu the school house fell with the rest; but
such is the passion for lesrning in Japan, that the children
formed voluntary schools in the open air, and appointed
teachers from among themselves. Among other illustrations
of this studious nature, I have seen Japanese common goolies
on a Queensland sugar plantation, working at geometry without

e lln Loretergs
a teaeheﬁr while to learn English speech and English writing
was regarded as the most obvious pastime for the scanty hours
of leisurs.

Immediately on leaving the railway, we had to dispute
with the police as to whether our passports provided for
travel in the particular provinee we wished to visit., It
was the policy of the govermment to compel other nat ions
to revise the treaties, by making passport rules disagreesable.
Though providing for the thirteen provinces visible from #uji,
our passports were held not to apply to another province from
which, as we contended and afterwards proved, Puji could be
seen. The policeman's somewhat natural object ion might have
nipped our journey in the bud had not my wompanion been the
most accomplished traveller in Japan, the Rev. Walter Weston,
the well-known mountaineer writer. Suffice it to say that
at last the police are pacified, jinrikshas and coolies en-
gaged, and we speed 4 ong the Hakassndc. the great mountain

road from Kioto and Tekil/ ﬁéxiﬁéﬂ:iﬁ{ffgfj‘ forest of
(?zz;::;;;j::k‘vvux. Wt Clley . & “‘;;;;;;éé;;:;:_i;:;;azh\
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scattered pines, #ifh grass below full of short pink azaleas

growing as thick as blue-bells or primroses in an English woo
Like level clouds of sunset celcaréféiy lie in broad stretches
beneath the dark greeaé?éiqﬁg $ ép;itja'éjﬁi?'?f??

A%t night we reach the villags of Ota, and once more en-
joyed that invaluable institutiﬁa, the yadoys, or village inn.
Its wide-eaved verandah sbuts on the village street, from
which the rooms within are visible. Ileaving ocur shoes at the
eatrance, we mount the raised or matted floor, and meet the
host and hostess, who prostrate themselves on all fours, touch-
ing the ground with their foreheads between each remark, The
host ?ntﬁ?ats. "Honoursbly deign to accept the use of ny dirty
(et J“. and then ushers us into & scrupulously clean guest
room, locking on to the back garden, s paradise of miniature
landscapes. The room is innocent of the smallest attempt at
furniture, but the advent of a foreigner and his luggage soon
litters it with confusion.

At such an inn it is the privilege of the first arrived
traveller to take first turn at the hot bath, without which no
evening would be complete. It is a wooden vessel some three
feet square, with a stove undernesth, placed at the back of
tﬁe house next the yard or garden, and surrounded by paper
sereens. The village idlers will probably be gathered to
view the ctranger in his bath; and eveun if the screen should be

unbroken, he will soon be sroused from fancied security by s

shuffling outside the screens, then by the appearance of a finger
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through the paper, and finally of an eye applied to the hole.
He will soon realize the not ions of the country and cease to
be snnoyed.

After the bath comes the hostess, bringing dainty bowls
of soup, fish, eggs and rice, with chopsticks in a hand-painted
envelope. These are supplemented with advanbtage by viands
brought with us, and (not least important) a knife and spoon.
After dinner, the lsading villagers will probably drop in for
s chet with the hairy barbarians, and music (of a kind) may
be had for the asking. ihen bedtime comes, quilts are piled
on the floor, another rolled up makes a pillow, and nothing is
1acking to make a comfortable night.

Formerly, the kago, or palanquin, and the piguruma, Or
two-wheeled cart, wers the only carriages available, but now
jinrikshas are the univsersal conveysance. They are drawn, for
a long journsy, by two runners haraéasad tandem; but the day
we left Ota we decided to escape the extortions of Jinriksha-
men by chartering a horse-carriage. The native carriasge, oOr
basha, is a minute wagonette, with wooden awning or roof sup-
ported on iron posts. Three Englishmen can hardly be compressed
intc} jts interior, though the seats are intended for six

Wm An emacisted pony was fastened to the shafts by odd
pieces of leather and string'. an old ignoramus with shaven
head held the reins, while a small boy tootled from the step
behind, on a tin horn, to announce that all was &f—the up-to-



Aizinriksha man ean be roused to greater speed hy en-
couraging cries; in the basha, both driver and horse were dead
to enthusissm, sc that our progress was Slow, But we got on
fairly well for seversl miles, t111, passing through a narrow
village etreet, suddenly the roof cf the carriage collided
with the widely-overhanging eavekiggnggysida cottage. There
was & crash; & lifting of the $ep-andibedy of the carriage,

a rending of timbers, and f£inally a complete separation of the
two halves of the vehicle, the horse walking on with the shafts
and furaga:ﬁ::ﬂ-ﬁha_nanziage wkile the hiaéer—pare toppled
backward and was left standing upright, with the occnpants
encloged. But Japanese ingenuity is great, and we were able

e proceed on our journey,

not, however, without the help of a native sash, tied with
gtring round the horse's tail to do duty as a erupper.

fhe basha and its humours were soon renounced for Jjimrik-
ghag, and at last, after some hours of alpine scenery, with
snoa-clad peaks and chalet-like houses, whose roofs were
weighted with heavy-stones, to secure themn agairnst wind, we
reached our goal, the village of Rakatsugawa, from which it
appeared thst a certain peak could be climbed, never trodden
yet by European foot.

Though the village was poor ami remote, the garden of our
inn, about eight yards squsare, affer&aé‘a landscape containing

trees and shrubs, miniature hills, and streams, a waterfall,



a lake with fish, a water-wheel, and rustic paths. looking

on to this charming prospect with a verandah between, was

the room sllotted to us. Beauty and interest are never fail-
ing in these country hostelries. At the time of wy visit they
were often shops as well, and in such an inn I have seen the
strangest articles for sale, among them dried bats and lizards,
‘whieh were highly prized as medicine for the pains of children.
Some people still preferred the doctors of the old Chinese
school, with their quaint beliefs in pricking and burning the
skin, to the modern scientific men; adherents of'the formr
school still held that essence of lizard or bat was a safe

cure for cholera, sunstroke, diphtheria, liver-ache, and

poisonous inflammations.

The sscent of Ena-san, at whose bass lies lNakatsugawa,
had not yet been made by Europeans, and was now undertaken by

ein, with

ny companion &
s view to the next edition of "liurray's Guide-Book." Hence
ny géeﬁ fortune in sharing the honours.

After & wet day, during which we picked up informstion
about the mﬁuntain,ji&xt morning saw us on the move at 6 o'clokk.
Leaving the village and crossing the ricefields that surround
it, we found a cloudless sky to greet us, and such & faultless
day as so often in Japan rewards the traveller for his patience

dquring a wet one. HNear the mountain's foot we passed the



Enajinsgha, or shrine of the mountain Enasan. Here live the
guardian prlests, but the season for pilgrims was not yet,

and no help is given to climbers till the summer, when the
snow is melted and the mountsin is formally thrown open. So
we were lucky to pick up a coolie who had besn up Enasan, and
could help to carry our tﬁings. Phese were heavy, for we were
prepared to camp out. Scon the ridge Wecame so gteep that we
ascended 1,100 feset in half an hour, and were 4,000 feet above
the sea. A break in the trees afferdﬁd; view of steep well-
wooded slopes falling down to a nolsy torrent, while in front
rose the main mass of the peak, with streaks of snow innmthe
gullies or showing through the dark trees near the summit,

and over the shoulder appeared far away the snow-clad cone of
a giant mountain. The foreground of large white azaleas,
growing under the trees with dwarf bamboo around them, the

roaring of torrents and the soft cooing of doves combined
e s e

AL

with the distant view to produce a charm which ebtaué;;?from
oy memory the painful labours of the ascent.

At 5,500 feet we reached snow, and were soon plunging

F~rfle & (b wa, (~

up to the knees, with meny-e—deeper—£all, for we were walking
on & level with the branches of the pine trees, whose lower
stems were buried, and the snow was getting soft with spring
sunshine. At last the summit, 7,350 feet high, was reached,
and we found a glor ious reward for the six hours' clinmb.

The great ranges and peaks stood round us to the north from
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weet to east, under snows still undiminisbed by summer heat.
There wers Haku-san, Yarigatake (the spear peak), the smoking
Asamayama, the Shiranesan ridge, and others to the due east,
over which pesped the flattened cone of Fuji herself, 60 miles
away. To the south was a softer expanse of lower wocded hills,
among which could be traced two of the greatest rivers in
Japen, foreciug their way through narrow gorges, here divided
only by a single range, but destined to reach the Pacific
80 miles apart. They looked like silver {hreads below, 80
high above them were we.

Most enchanting was the prospeet, and it was loug befors
we eould bring our attention to the nesrer sttractions of a
pilgrim®s shrine, in which the ways and thoughts of men dis-
played & more quaint, if less beautiful, field of study.
It was a wooden structure, with small images covered by an
open roof. In fronmt of the images was & table or altar, on
which lay several coins, and some knives offered by ceriminals
who had used them in a way which needed &xpi&fiana Pilgrimages
and offerings sre a favourite form in which the penitent seeks

strange superstitions linger in {hese distant spots. On
many mounbains these shrines are held specially sacred, and

Ontakegan is the scene of weird incantations, sexorcisus of
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evil spirits, and ceremonlies vwhich resemble "consulting the
oracle,” when the mééium, having thrown himgelf into a trance
obtains answers from the spirit of the mountain to any questio
which the pilgrims wish to propound. Fossession by foxes is
a common belief in many parts, or (in places where there are
no foxes) possession by ha&gerﬁ, as in the island of Shikoku.
There the badger walks by moonlight on his hind legs, distends
his stomach, and drums upon it with his fore feet, producing
such celestial music that those who meet him fall enchanted
under his spells. .
e Again the view demanded our attention, and what with
Mbti?l%:%;seﬁs of *he inner man, three hours had all too gquiekly
passed when we tore ourselves from the spot, not insensible
of the fact that, though known to vast numbers of Japanese
pilgrims, to us first among Europeans had fallen the delight
of this, perhaps the finest, panorama to be seen in Japan.
it was dark when we reaaﬁaé f£lat ground again, and most
welcome was the hospitality of an ancient farmhouse, vhere
beast and msn enjoyed the same roof. BHere that excellent

beverage, tamagozake, a warm concoction of eggs and rice wine,

revived us for the rest of the way. Eggs form the staple

of the native food which = foreigner can rely on, a fsact which
we soon keenly realised, for next morning, when we left
Hakatsugawa, and made the customary offering of "tea money”,

our bill, far the keop of four men during less than three
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days, included an item for one hundred and forty eggs.

I must pass all too rapidly over the day during which.we
crossed the range into the next valley, by the Misakatoge pass,
of which nothing was known by Europeans, and very little could
be learnt from Japanese. Suffice it to say that the view of a
deep valley between wooded mountains, with a dashing river
shining gieen along its wide bed of white stones, seen through
8 dazzling foreground of pink and white azalea, was one whose
beauty I have never seen surpassed.

Near the village of Sonchara we came on a small shrine,
whose majestic surroundings seemed more worthy of Nikkeo or
Nera. An immense cryptomeria stood on either side of it,
and one of these, at 5 feet from the ground, measured 26 feet
in girth. |

At a little hamlet, where peach, cheery, and pear were
still in blossom, the people, usually 80 excited at seeing a
foreigner, seemed quite unconcerned. We sent our native ser-
vant to ask one of them what they thought we were, and he re-
ported this reply, "They are from a distant part of Japan,
where the people grow to gigantic aizé,” and one old woman,
on hearing that we were foreigners, remarked, "That is impossible.
There are no dwellers outside the land of %&eat Japan."

It was not till after one o'clock at night that we knocked

at the outer shutters (for there are no doors) of an inn by
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the river-bank. The household were fast asleep; but in a
few moments master and servants were welcoming us as if they
had been longing for our arrival. "Deign to let me wash your
honourable feet," "Please allow us to make hot food for you",
"How kind of you to honour our miserable house"” were phrases
showered upon us with many smiles, and every possible attene-
tion, This politeness, so impossible to a European when
rudely awakened at dead ct-night,e;:¢%he more remarkable, as
many Japanese believe the spirit leaves the body during sleep
and wander afar in the shape of a small black ball, and that,
if the body is suddenly roused, the soul may be too late to
J€join it, and death will result. These people whom we rudely
disturbed might well have shown resentment, but they concealed
Seeved O 20, &
it. 4As in other matters where the Japanesgﬂoutshine the

Europeans, they live up to their maxim "Warau kado-ni-wa Fuku

Kitaru” - "He who is of a merry heart has a continual feast."

\ 'A‘ = 3 ‘-F

Our two days' hard walking were now to be ré?arded by a
surfeit of delightful ease. Shooting the rapids of fast
rivers is a pleasant diversion from mountain-climbing. It
is less laborious and more exciting, and it is cambined on
the Tenriugawa river, with splendid seenery, the descent of
that river is an expedition to be made if poaaibls. For the
first half of the 90-mile journey (which takes altogether
ten hours) the long flat-bottomed boat speeds swiftly down a
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constant succession of races and rapids, its bottom being
flat and thin, and so built as to bend without breaking
AT it touehegugrfggk. Each tim%?égkapproach & rapid, the
oarsmen, of whom there are four, standing up with long oars,
strike the gunwale of the boat. The sound re-echoes from
the cliffs on each side of the narrow gorge, and is w
to call gods and men to attention. Soon the current's ;peed
increases; we plunge headlong into a seething cauldron of
bolling waters; right in front is a cliff, from which we
apparently cannot escape; the boatmen paddle fast and deftly;
a single false motion and we are lost; the waves dash over
the gunwale; but in much less time than these words have
taﬁégdzgzgre gliding along & smooth current and almost into
the ;;xt rapid.

In the intervals of calm water, there is all too little
time to scan the glorious c¢liffs that rise from the river
for hundreds of feet almost straight tQ the skies, and are
nevertheless rich with 1uxur1ant«4§2§;zg_ They, in them-
selves, would amply repay us for our jdurney. Pine and
maple almost hide the precipitous rock, here in sunlight
and there in deepest shade, while right over the river hang
festoons of pale blue wisteria, sometimes smothering whole
trees. '

Not least among the day's marvels was the astounding

skill of our native cook, who with no further appliance

then a small brass frame, @
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' smell hrase—Smame~ & few pleces of charcoal, and a frying-pan,
produced choice dishes till forbidden to cook any more.

After six or seven hours through this deep and narrow cleft
in the mountain mass, the c¢cliffs begin insensibly to slope, and
on the shelving shores the signs of haman life appeared. Here
and there a bo&t was being pulled, sailed or punted, or all
three at once, against the strong current. We came down the
90 miles in ten hours, but it takes ®hem ten days and more to
get back up the river. Who but the most plucky and patient of
men would use such torrents for navigation?

As we neared the sea twilight fell, and it was dark when we
reached the great rallway bridge which spans the river near its

mouth, and found ourselves once more in the busy world.

Who can feel himself worthy to speak of Fuji, the lovellest
mountain in the world; the idol of for centuries; the
inspiration of painting; and one must almost say, thé trademark
of Japan? Japanese tradition affirms that Fuji sprang from the
earth in a single night. To me, at all events, its glories
spreng in a night, for we reached by train in the dark, a village
Suzubawa by name only 20 miles from the mountain. As we lay on
our beds of quilts next morning, the sliding shutters were re-
moved, and Fuji stood right bvefore us, framed as in a picture;
but how fag beyond the power of any artist to depiet, much more
of any éﬁ::ar~to describe, those who have seen it know well.

Fuji is a flat-topped cone over 12,000 feet high, standing
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"in the midst of a circular plain round which is a ring of small-
er mountains. With a glorious sweep the sides rise from the
chequered expanse of many~-coloured fields, steeper and steeper
to the snowy summit. Rising from near the level of the sea,
ﬁ?e effect of heightyia vastly enhanced. The flanks are often
k4é in clouds, the level top appearing far above them. On a
cloudy day the new-comer, when told to look at Fujli, often fails
to detect the top. Such were those deseribed by L1FCAD/ O
Bearn as looking from the deck of his ship as she reached Yoko-
hama ét sunrise.,

" 'Look higher up, much higher.' Then they looked up, up
into the heart of the sky, and saw the mighty summit glistening
like a wondrous phantom lotus bud in the flush of the coming
day; a spectacle that smote them dumb. Swiftly the eternal
snow yellowed into gold, then whitened as the sun reached out
beams to it over the curve of the world, over the shadowy
ranges, over the very stars, 1t seemed, for the giant base
remained viewless. And the night fled utterly; and a soft blue
light bathed all the hollow heaven - and colours awoke from
sleep; amd before the gazers there opened the luminous Bay of
Yokohama, with the sacred peak, its base ever invisible, hang-
ing over all like a snowy ghost in the arch of the infinita
dav.

For this once, when I saw him first, Ye stood without a
single cloud in the morning sun - a sight not often obtained.
Soon a curious round cap of mist began to form around his head,

and shortl he was hidden for the day. g
;1@,ACE éizgt [l e A

It was My good fortune to be again accompanied by the
et Lot %4
ehief of Europesn explorers in Japan, n

He had twice made the c¢limb, once earlier in the year than

any recorded ascent. This time we beat that record by two dawps,

reaching the top on May 17, when snow still lay over all the
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upper 5000 feet. The Japanese pilgrims never ascended Fuji
except between July 16 and September 10. The summit, when
the snow is gone, ls easy though laborious to surmount, and is
visited by over 10,000 pilgrims every summer. The ascent is
nominally a religious duty, but pleasure is happily combined.

lMountaineering is perhaps a greater institution in Japan
than anywhere else in the world. It is common to see parties
of pilgrims both men and women, in white coats and broad hagg,
with long walking-stlcks, and carrying their modest luggage in
a small bag, tramping along the country roads. It is they who,
happily for the foreigner, maintain such numbers of well-appoinsd
village imns. Often, on the eaves of an inn, may be seen numbers
of little flages bearing each an inscription. These show the
names of "Pilgrim Associations,” each of which has many sub-
scribers of a small annual sum. Once a year they select by
lot a few members who shall make the pilgrimage, and each
Association always patronizes the same quarters. The inns are
napurally anxious to display as many of these s%?qgrof patronage

Cb°ﬁ6>’(&&’ i :;:E;e other travellers that the inn is good. Hence
the little flags at the inn front.

Buddhist priests maintain huts on Fuji and other sacred
peaks, and posting themselves and their temple at the foot of
each route, take toll of pilgrims passing upwards. In return
they stamp the pilgrim's coat with a sign, which he proudly shows
as a proof of plety. It is darkly hinted that for a considera@“*
tion the stamp may be obtained without the painful necessity of
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the e¢limb. In order to prevent pilgrims from uwrriving when the
priests do not wish to be on the cold hillside, théy encourage
the belief that to c¢limb on snow is displeasing toc the ruling
spirits of the place, and therefore dangerous; hence it was
2 Mo, cwrt roachad
that our coolies refused to g;ﬁwith ug(:g the snow.

A peaceful Sunday at Suzubawa preceded our ascent. Stroll-
ing on the beach in the afternoon, we came on a picnic party
bivounacked by the sea, who urged upon us the hospitalities of
baked fish and pickled seaweed. From a friendly policeman we
learnt that the village boasted not only of a temple, but of a
Christian church and congregation, to which he himself belonged,
supporting itself bo—theNUMDEY ©Or o¢ without any European help.
To us, just primed with the conventional report that ﬁissionﬂ
had no sucecess, the policeman's statement seemed surprising, but
indeed the extrasordinary amount of space devoted to the question
in the Japanese press was sufficlent proof that the number of
interested was very large on both sides.

Starting for Fuji the next morning, the first day took us
‘ ‘through the flelds, ths%?giz grassy maogg, then into the forest
which clothes the middle slopes. Here is the spot where till
lately stood the Nilonindo huﬁ, so called because in former times
women were debarred from climbing further on the sacred ground.
The hut had almost completely decayed, and served to illustrate
the fact that in Japan the gentle aex;§:4§roving its right to
falr consideration.

The next hut, battered by the winter's storms, was anything
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but attractive, but rain compelled us to stop. The floor was
broken, the walls full of holes, ;ﬁ:digera was no chimney ﬁé
carry off the smoke of the fire which the cold obliged us to
light. It was only possible to escape the amoke by squatting
down with one's face near the floor; and in order to make a
meal the eyes had to suffer torments. Lying down was mot much
better. The boards were broken and jagged, 2 log of wood was
our only pillow, as wraps were scarce, one had to choose between
using a garmentlgs cushion for the hip-bone and wearing it to
keep out the cold. Memories of more painful nights in other
lands were small consolation for our many sorrows. Without,
the storm had risen, and the roar of wind and rein mingled with
the long howl of a distant wolf. A4ll night long the cooclies
chattered by the fire, and dried our boote so sssiduously thet
my companion's nailed sole was burnt through - 2 circumstance
caleulated to leave affectionate recollections of mountailn
coolies in general. But every evil must have an end, and we
found ourselves at daybresk enjoying our chilly ablutions with
sponges filled by leaving them a moment in the drenching rain -
no other water was near. All that day the rain and the typhoon
kept us 1dle, but at last, after another painful night, the sﬁn
appeared. In spite of damaged boots, ;gzdﬁoolies who brought no
spare sandals, because forsvoth they "knew they would never get
across the snow", we made the long and weary pull through the

slippery snow and the ashes till, after about seven hours,
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we looked into the great crater, and then c¢limbed along to the
1cy summit, the highest position in the land of the Rising Sun.
The view recalled some great relief map, with varying tints and
shades on lake and forest, river and sea, hills and plain. The
erater bottom fzzzfsnowy white, but where the inner walls are
too steep for snow to lodge, huge icicles blue against the
red cliffs., PFujl has not burst forth for two centuries, but
under the snow steam still issues suffleciently hot to cook an
egg, Just as at Mount Tarawers, in New Zealand, you might light
a stick in the summit many yesars after the eruption which
destroyed the famous terraces.

To turn from the deadly whiteness of the snow at our feet,
to gaze far and wide over the vast surrounding plain, tender
green with spring 1ife, and on to the mountains, great and
small, 20 to 80 miles away, then round to the indented shore
of the Pacific QOcean, was an experience which made one wonder
which is more lovely the view from the top of Fuji or the view
of Fujli from below.

Qur déstination being Tokfo we now descended by the Eastern
route.

Had the snow been in good condition for glissading, the
upper half of the pountains would have been left behind in a
few minutes, but its softness confined us te.the inferior method

of sliding, not on the feet, but on the back, which soon drsnches
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one to the skin.

At last the forest was reached agein, and in it, lower down,
& solitary hermit, so he purported to be, living, he told us, on
bresd end weter alone. To our hungry souls this announcement
might heve been a consolation, urging us to appreciate "low
1iving and high thinking", but the remains of various viands
more luxurious than bread somewhat marred ﬁhe pictur§‘of piety.

It was growing late when we reached a village,:énd my
companion was suffering from an ?njured knee; at first chance
therefore we obbtained & horse fe; khim to ride. The animal,
réfused to let him mount, and then an exhibition followed of the
Japanese method of horse-breaking. Qur host, seizing a piece
of rope, tied the beast's fore legs firmly togather;‘and finally
enveloped his head in a large cloth. Thus blindedAénd hobbled,
he yielded to his master.

From the top we had seen, as on & map, a village we
wished to reach, named Gotemba, on another siae from that by
whieh we ascended, and for this we were now meking, never
returning to the former route. Hence 1t was that when we at
length regained the land of newspapers, we found «irselves, o
ourselves the subject of public concern. A native Journsl
entitled Hochi Shimbun, had reported us dead, and in the

: ~ Yok el

English newspaperg we read as follows:-

"Yesterday's Hochi reported that two foreigners who

started to ascend Fuji, with four coolies, have not since
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been heard of . The mountain is still covered with snow as far
down as the fifth station, and as the summit was hidden in
clouds, the coolies urged the viaitoﬁs to postpone the attempt.
But the foreigners were determined to go. A few hours after-
wards the storm burst, dislodging huge boulders and house roofs.
As nothing has since been heard of the climbers, it is feared
they have succumbed to the fury of the gale. Bven had they
taken shelter, ¢old and starvation must long since have rendered
them helpless. Their nationality is unknown, but the Hochl
surmises that they are British, for the reason that}?gople of
that nation like to do that which is distasteful to them, and
glory in their vigour."

A few days later, a Tokio clerk remarked to my companion
that 1t served these foreigners right to be killed, for the
sacrilege of insulting the spirits by climbing their sanctuary

before the prlests had sanctioned 1it.

My next expedition, though the shortest, was, scientifically,
the most interesting. QOne morning, the Tokio papers announced
a fearful eruption in the north: "Explosion of a mountain, loss
of many 11&@8:” and in the streets pictures were selling
showing in vivid colours the peak bursting like a bombshell,
with men and beasts falling headlong below. A party.sand
ﬂyu:t&i was soon arranged, and we left Tokioc by the early

morning train, reaching Fukushima, the nearesﬁ station to our
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volcano, at four o'clock that day. Twelve miles into the hills
stends & little village whose name is Takaiyu, which, belng
interpreted, means, "High up hot water", so called from the hot
su lphur springs round which it stands. Here we found an
excellent inn, but it was a little disconcerting to find that
the only bath available was a large tank open to the village
street. There was nothing for it but to creep into the almost

boiling water as if bathing in public au naturel was quite an

everyday occurence.

The bath was the favourite meeting-place of the whole
population, and npxebably took the place of both club and
public-house. At one time, in the larger towns, & police
regulation ordered that, out of deference to foreign feeling
on the subject, the sexes should be separated. The order was
obeyed in leﬁter, if not in spirit, and many placqg carried out
the law by tying a plece of string across the publid bath, thus
separating the sexes, who continued to bathe with an easy
conscience. Sometimes a floating bamboo was used, but in the
village I speak of both were discarded, and certainly the
utmost decorum prevailed. The igpanese appreciate the value
of hot baths, and crowd to the séots where chemical springs
offer both health and enjoyment. In some places they stay in
- the water for weeks together sitting at night with lgrga stones
on the knees to keep them from turning over in their'éleep.

At seven next morning when we left Takaiyu, the roar of the

4
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eruption, some four miles off, sounded loud and clear. At
eight we were joined by & policeman, who had attempﬁed to reach
the erater in order to werrr—e» rescue dgé;igﬁ:;ighﬁ-hn in
charge of the bath-house which stood naaf it. 'gﬁgféafﬁiﬁlgzﬁg
ha _ss8id one TR LIVIOG tHoTres—bud QA;n he hsard the
preliminary rumbling, he thought the devils were after him, and
escaped before the deadly shower of mud. _

This eruption was not strictly volcanic, like those of Fuji,
but resembled that of Mount Tarawera, and also that of Bandai

Pne Lot iare cn Pinclle

S8an, not far from the pnaseﬂt*ans\.which a few years ago destroyed
many hundred lives. It was not a gradual eruption of lava or
ashas,‘but a sudden*explosion of the surface of the earth. The
channel of a hot spring; it 18 supposed is closed by the saction
of an earthqguake. The imprisoned wateg?ggila undef presauép
to an enormous piteh of vehemence, till the sudden generation
of irresistible masses of steam throws countless tons of soil
and watér into the sky.

After a mils of feirly steep ascent, we found the
vegetation (chiefly dwarf bamboo) thinly coated with blue-grey
ashegp and near ths crater the shower was still falling in fine
dust, enough to make us use the umbrellas that we ha&'iuckily
brought. The ashes had certainly reached two miles from the
poeint of eruption. Half an hour brought us in sight of a
huge column of steem, rushing up with a loud roar from one side

of a very large old crater. The flat bottom of the crater was a
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sea of mud, across which we waded, past a pool in the centre.
A geological professor from Tokio University was already on
the scene, and informed us that this pool, which had been
boiling before the eruption was now cool.

The mud became ankle-deep, and then knee-deep, till at
lat we could wade no further. Rushing sounds of sfeam or
water just beneath our feet warned us to be cautious. We
were, in fact, fortunate, for a few days later, the gountain
burst sgain,and some lives were lost. We , however, stood
with fmpunity 50 yards or so from the edge of this gigantic
earth explosion. The rift dan up the hill for about 300
vards with a long line of steam-jets in front of it. The
great column of steam rushed up to perhaps 200 feet, hiding
the hill bevond. Hed the wind veered round, nothing could
have saved ue. Now and then rbeks fell in from the é1dss of
the rift, and were shot upwerds, falling again with icud reports.
The mass of driven steam, shining vhite apainet the hill, with
the expanse of desolating mu&/ceab&aogt;ééh the terrifying noise
were impressive indeed. The precariousness of human {}fh on
this cooling fire-ball was brought home to one with 1né£§££5:?4b
reality.

I took sowe Epdak photographs, and with difficulty we
plunged and dragged ourselves to a snowfleld. There the mud
lay only a few inches deep, with large stones upon 1t, clearly

placed on the snow by no hand but that of the eruptionQ
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S8itting on the mud was not attractive, but it was long
since breakfa st, and we had also come upon ﬁhree Japanese
studan§§jldistressed by fatigue and hunger. They had started
for the day without taking any food whkaisvex, and soon helped
us to demolish Ouﬂ’lunch. Leaving them mach revived, we
pressed on up the hill, walking over pire trees, swept down by
the mud and wind, which had blown them towards the erater. At
last the mud ceased, and our way over the mcuntainntép wes eacy.
We then descended past a frozen crater lake, shining brilliant
blue aéggga%he snow, through snowy pine woods, to Takaiyu, from
which we hastened south, glad to exchange the desolating eruption

for the cherry-blossom of the capital.
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The Balkan peninsuls is the most irregular of the three
prongs which Europe throws out into the southern sea.
Above all other qualities it is mountainous, but in par-
ticular it is a mountain chaos. Joined to Europe by a
broad base, it is yet almost divided from Europe by the
greatest river of the west. It is a confused extension
of both the Alps and the Carpathians. Its ranges run
both north to south and west to east. ¥hile the Alps
become the Pindus, and run a more or less normal course
southward into (Gresce, the Carpathians, apparently un-
affected by the geologlcal movements which created their
neighbours, turn southwards when they have dipped under-
neath the Danube, and then, like a snake, wind eastwards
again to the Black Sea. The two ranges form a ganglion
before they part, and thers, from the angle between them,
the most beautiful range of the peninsula, including the
Rilo and the Fhodope, runs towards the south-east.
Limestone is everywhere, except at the great heights,

where granlte appsars. In these few instances, summits
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BALKAN HILLS AND PEOPLES.

R e e

sy ogtghur s ommacTER.

The Balkan peninsuls is the most irregular of the three
prongs which Europe throws out into the southern sea.
Above all other qualities it is mountainous, but in par-
ticular it is a mountain chaos. Joined to Europe by a
broad base, it is yet almost divided from Europe by the
greatest river of the west. It is a confused extension
of both the Alps and the Carpathians. Its ranges run
both north to south and west to east. ¥hile the Alps
become the Pindus, and run a more or less normal course
southward into (Gresce, the Carpathians, apparently un-
affected by the geologlcal movements which created their
neighbours, turn southwards when they have dipped under-
neath the Danube, and then, like a snake, wind eastwards
again to the Black Sea. The two ranges form a ganglion
before they part, and thers, from the angle between them,
the most beautiful range of the peninsula, including the
Rilo and the Fhodope, runs towards the south-east.
Limestone is everywhere, except at the great heights,

where granlte appsars. In these few instances, summits
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such as Filo, the peerless. Olympus, Musala in the
Rhodope, Lubotim or "the Lovely Thorn" in the Shar,
gttain to 9,000 feset.

The rivers arse even more capricious. Though the
neck of the peninsule is so wide&ﬁyqtﬁxhe rain which falls

on the Dinaric Alps within a few homps of the Adristic

is shouldered awsy by the narrow neck of mountains and
directed right acress the peninsule to the Black Sea, so
that though its base is by far wider than that of either
Ttaly or Spain, the Balkan is almost wholly severed from
Furope by s ‘line of water, Not content with this irregu-
larity of formation, other rivers make confusion worse
confounded by cutting through the ranges which might

have been éXpected to turn the flow of water in an oppos-
site direction. Thus the Isker, which at Sofias appears
to be debarred from the Danube by the most definite wsll
of mountains imaginable, pierces straight through the

0ld Balkaen, as it 1s called, and flows to the north
instead of the east. Quite close by, the Struma, which
would appear destined for the Black Sea, bores through the
Rilo range and mskes a most unexpectedly economic route
to»theéﬁgaan. The Drin accomplishes an even more re-
markabie feat in severing the whole enormous backbone of
the Pindus, and connects, against all possible expecta-

tions, the centre of the peninsule with the Adriatic.
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The great Maritsa, which drains Eastern Roumelia, makes
snother unlikely turn, and, again to the advantage of
future commerces, chooses the opanﬁﬁgean in preference
to ths closed waters of the Black Ses. Strangest of
all, the Danube, which is on one side a Balkan stream,

penetrates the otherwise unconquered mass of the Carpath-

Epns h nems ;Dem
/gate of iroé}iiéfair sample of €h, on a small

or |
acale, may be seen between Belgrade and Hish from the
luxurious carriages of the Orient express.

It is natural in such a geological confusion that
the land should not be without lakes. Of all the scenic
attractions which, in no distant future, will make the
Balkans a new and feashjonable Switzerland, its lakes wiil
probably be the most popular. Certainly, to-day there
doss not exist in Europe anything more picturesque than
the lake of (chrida, where all that is attractive in a
ecrowded town by the Riviera is combined with the contrast
of the isolated psak above the lake, crowned with
mediseval fortresses, and the plain in which it stands,
the wooded hills beyond the plain, and the interminable
ranges of the Albanian mountains showing purple behind
the lake.




It is not surprising, in view of this confusion of
features, that the climate also is distinguished for
variety. Included in the peninsula we have the balmy
Riviera of the north-west, and a winter of Russian rigour
in the east, while tropical violence of heat is met with
in the south.

There is somathing entirely its cwn, also, in the
At times

it is perfectly European' In Bosnia, ¥Morihovo, or

_,;;«J‘T‘«,,,

astonishing contrasts of séenery

Rhodope, it is Alpine, with pines and meadows where the
mountains sbove them are of sufficient height. In other
districts of Bosnia, and again in parts of the Rhodops,

it is absolutely English, and you might imagine yourself
in some magnified ﬁaslegere district of Surrey, with a
great profusion of el and brackan. But the typical
impression of the commonest form of Balkan country is

one of raﬁher erid hills, often of a nakedness like those
of CGreece, with few trees, but a great prevalence of low
scrub, usually cak or beech. Hext bslow these you have
the prévailing cultivated land, whose distinctive features
are the apparent coarseness of the soil, and the absence
of hedges or trees except where the land is dotted with
oaks. These sre usually lopped close to the truhk to
their full height, so as to look like an inferior Lombardy

il



poplar, or else pollarded at 10 or 12 feet, and smployed
for stacking hay. It is markedly a brown country, and
appears more arild than it really is, for it undulates in
such a way that even large villages are frequently cone-
cealed until vou come close upon them, The contrast is
then very striking hetween the treeleas country with
little green in view except the willows along the river,

&nd 33 Y S STo S e b He FE

‘ftend the extreme luxuriance of the fruit
trees round the villag&; walnuts also grow to an immense
size wherever the hand of man chooses to encourage them.

Pinally, we have great alluvial plains, some of them
axtremely riech, but in general giving the impression of
wasted aridity, such nrs we associate rather with Asia.
Here wse touch the second of the two most notable geo-
graphlcal features in the Balkan, the fact that it is the
frontier land of Turope. Here Europe shades into Asia.
The shores of the Bosphorus are both alike, yet on the
northernside you cannot say that the scerery is anything
but European; on the other you may egually protest that
your surroundings are Aslatie. Thus the two great
qualities of the Balkans are these: (1) Their form is that
of a broad chaoce of mountains, an Italy of a vaster and
ruder kind: (2) their position 1s that of e frontier on
the borderland of Asia.



Resulting from geological chaos, the student of the
pietﬁresque might c¢laim that the Balkan is a land above
all others of striking scenery. He might dwell on the
fact that it includes some of the most famous features of
the world, particularly in respect of lakes, of harbours,
and of hills. Certainly among the sights of the world
should be included the Gulf of Cattaroc, where the steamer
threads her way under black walls of rock 4,000 feet
high, into the very heart of the Balkan range. Those who
have seen Ochrida are bound to claim it as & thing unigue;
gnd the remote valley of Rilo, framed in peaks and
forests, and set as with a gem by the gllded roofs of the
vast monastery, forms, undoubtedly, one of the wonders
of the EBarth. Or, again, we might select as the dis-
tinguishing note of the Balktans the quality of wvariety.
But I think that wvhich is most typical is a certain
habit of contrast, smounting slmost to paradox.

Whereas in Italy the greast plains assume their
natural position at the foot of the mountains, in the
Balkan they often ococupy the heightg. Thus, also, the
rivers rise in plains. Before plunging through deep
gorges; they have wound a sluggish course through rmuddy
creeks upon such high plateaux as those of Kossovo.

Here no less than three great rivers rise and flow in
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different directions, the Drin, the Morava, and the
Vardar. On thé plain of Sofla, at the very centre of
the peninsula, although at the foot of towering mountains,
you are yet at such an altitude that the climate is
bracing, like the Riffel Alp.

A very peculiar form of plain is the absolutely flat
deposit of so0il in a basih sharply surrounded by steep
hills. These are known by the Slav name "polie", and
are most marked in the north-west and in Montenegro,
where, on & tiny scale, almost hidden smong the intermin-
able rocks, they form the sole means of subsistence of
the Montenegrin peasant. They are, in a magnified form,
the counterpart of the pot-holes of Yorkshire.

Similarly, the enormous limestone rivers which spring
suddenly to birth are exaggerations of our own chalk
streams; and, indeed, it is difficult to distinguish the
delightful gradations of English chalk-country till one
hes seen the same features in their exaggerated form in
the Balkans.

Sometimes these streams are not exaggerated, but
exact, reproductions of Hampshire trout-streams. The
most sstonishing combination of contrasts of this kind is
to be found at Philippi. Driving from Drams, you come
ascross the plain to an inn, which was lately ?urkiah.
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A few yards away are the remains of the Roman town,

and vast Corinthian columns stand up among the bare fields
without any indieation that there had ever been reason for
men to collect aml 1live upon the spot. A little below,
on the very edge of the plain, there are willows, and

what loocks from a distance like an oasis in a desert;

but strolling down to the water, you find without exception
all the notable features of a Hampshire trout-stream.
Rising suddenly in a reedy marsh, it glides away with even
course and regular depth,thréugh meadows with fine grass
end absolutely crystalline water. You see something rise
in the water as you walk along the bank, exactly like a
trout. And here slone do®s the slightest difference
sppear between the Hacedonian and the English stream, for
the trout proves to be a water-tortoise,

On the northern slope of the Rhgﬁéée, I came suddénly
on a grassy hillside with straggling woods of Scotch fir,
where I could hardly believe myself to be elsewhere than
in Forfarshire, till, riding down towards the vineyards
of the lower country, I heard a shout in front of the
cavalecade, and saw a couple of bears galloping off into
the wood. ‘

On the écuthern gide of the ranges the pines seem to

find insufficient moisture. But on the other you get the
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sutumn colours of Northern Europe in their most gorgeous
quality. Pear-trees, which stud the slopes of the
Rhodope, turn in September to a scarlet which is certain-
1y not rivalled elsewhere, and I have never seen a more
astonishing effect than a pear-tree half covered with
wild vine, adding a different hue of scarlet as well as
of gold. Occasionally the contrast is thrown into more
striking proximity, where on the southern side of a range
the shoulders run to a sharp edge, and you may notice a
‘series of such shoulders, in every case growing pine
trees on thse south-west sids, exactly to the sharp edge
of the ridge, while on the east, where the soil is dried
by the early sun for the whole day, no tree contrives to
exist. '

Within a few miles of the splendid forests of Pinus

Macedonica, you find yourself on the plains among

tropical palms. #Whereas the British Empire must stretch
from Canada to India in order to exert "dominion over
palm and pine"”, beth are included in Macedonia. From
the palms, again; a few hours! ride takes you to fields
of mouﬁtain colchicum, the auéﬁmn crocus. Starting in
the early morning befcre sunrise, I have seen acres of

these flowers 1ying in the frost as if dead upon the
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grass. An hour later, when the sun had climbed over ghaé
hill, they start up and open to such width that the
whole hillside will be violet-coloured in a few minutes.
Higher up, again, in springtime you see grape-hyacinths
and chionodoxa, contrasting their azure blue, as they
ought to do, with the snow. But in the same day you
maey £ind yourself down in the valley pursuing an English

f,/éfﬁfﬁifffi/ htvone

lsne with blackberries and sloes and travellers' joy.
The quality of contrast is not confined»t‘; tym
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by things. ©You may see the gorgeous raller,
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of India, and, close by, the homely we:ter-ouzal. By the*»
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side of oaks and walnuts you find great tortoises and
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snakes 8 feet long; and bears and wolves abound. They {“‘Z
sre a serious drag upon industry, and even in civilised E

Bulgaris it has lately been found necessary to increase -

the Government rewards for killing thenm. Some thirty ¢
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vears ago a party of peasants with horses was wholly des-;
&

troyed by wolves in the Mori Hovo mountains, nothing but-
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The prevalence of eagles is a2 delight-
ful feasture for the traveller, and on the cliffs of
Montenegro I once counted, at the same moment, thirty-
nine ravens. *x x = % A

The paradox observable in nature extends to Hen,

and here is a2 case i; the influen
ool ﬁ%

ce of geographical con=-

ditions upon mm

The Balkan is a country of mixeiﬁprg, of-nomnda

You have six separate states, and even more distinct

nationalities. You have the Albanian, universally famed
for his loyalty, his love of country, his preference for
living on the fruits of other men's labour, with his inter-
esting language and character, the most stubborn patriot
and loyal servant. In the old days of Turkey in Europe,
the HMohammedan convert amongst Greelks and Slave became a
Turk, but an Albanian remained true to his nation's hopes
though he was often found among the ablest of Turkish
governors. You have the (Greek, clever snd active, and
congpicuous as a trader and a politician. You have the
Serb, full of poetry and romance; you have the Bulgar,
noted for industry on the land and for a curious stubborn
optimism -remarkable




curious stubborn optimism. In 1906, when the International
Gendarmerie was quartered in Macedonia, an Italien officer
received an anawer from a lacedonian Bulgar that illustrates
it well. The men of a certain village were accustomed to
cut wood on the mountain. but so many of them had been killed
when at work that the officer asked them why they continued
to run the risk. The peasant replied, "Vhy should we not
continue to cut wood". If we are not killed we shall

bring back the wood."” You have Vlachs (Rumanian by descent ),
Jews, and Hahohedan Bulgars, liahomedan Greeks end, in Bosnia,
lahomedan Serbs. l

The peace settlement of 1919 has added anothégi
variety to this strangely assorted population - the Wesﬁ%rniseﬁ
Slavs - the Croat and the Slovene, whose countries have been
added to Serbia to form Yugoslavia. Identieal ;}%géEe and
language with the Serbs, these two groups are a people apary
in training religion, environment and culture.

Thife the Serbs remained in the mediaeval backwash
of Turkish rule, the Croats and Slovenes were brought up
under the civilised conditions afforded by the Avstro-
Hungarian Empire, and regard themselves as Europeans with a

western outlook and habits of mind: {he urban Croats and

Slovenes are very largely bilingual, German being a lingua
franca with the outside world; in religion they are Roman

Catholie, while the Serbs of course are Greek Orthodox. -



The grave difficulties in which Yugoslavia finds herself
to-day show how superficial the common racial factor ean
be in face of widely differing cultures and other factors

of environment.

"hat is the cause of this coffusion of types?

% o
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It is the second characteristic of the Balkanms which we
noticed, - their situation as the frontier land between

Burope and Asia.



What is the cause of this confus of types? 1t

is the second charackéristic of the Balkans which we ;%*
£N

noticed, -~ theiy the frontier land between

Europe and Asia.
¥Many paradoxical contrasts are produced by this con-

fusion of races and religions. It must strike you as

8 very ramarkabia thing when you first go among the Pomaks,

as the Moslem Bulgars are called, to see the peculiarly
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aggresaive expression that characterises Mohammedans,
combined with the blue eyes that suggest Europe; the
colour is inappropriate, as you judge from experience
of Turkish faces. Incidentally, it is a curious
phenomenon that these blue eyes are not common among
the Bulgarians proper, which asppears to indicate some
dif ferance in blood, contrary to the theory that the
Pomaks are of the same race.

The combination of Buropean blecod with Asiatiec
religion prodnees 2 pleasant contrast in Bosnia. The
Moslem fatalism which tekes full effect in-a Turkish
country produces a general air of decay, and much indif-
farence to economic progress, but it is powerless among
the Boanian Slavs to remove their natural industry and
optimism, and Mahommedanism takes on quite a different

colour when you see a number of clean and well-dressed

. men of business sttending spotless and up-to-dete mosques
$ with an sir of progressive sctivity. :
'~ 1 once found a2 still oddey ﬂcmyinafi%n in one of the

'edacatad Moharmadans st Sera evo.g He had been taken in

to the Austrisan Gavernmentaf sergiee. : ' He was descended
L from a notable family of Eﬁgﬂmiis, ?hﬁse early Protestants
who, at the Conquest, pr;ferre@ Islam to the persecutions

of the Greek and the Roéan Ghﬁrek, and became the most
,;




Twenty years ago, travelling where Turkish rule remained,
one could hardly believe that this eonnﬁry was once the
granary of Rome, so little did it produce. The man who
imported machinery or attempted to better himself by
working § factory or mill was lucky i1f the Governor did
not trump up against him a charge of murder and throw him
into prison until he had disgorged his fortune. Thus in
literal fact the most attractive industry for a man of
energy and efficiency was that of brigandage. Of intel~
lectnal professions there was absolutely none to satisfy
an sctive mind. The literature of the country consisted
of the records of murder kept by the European consols,
and the lists drafted by murder committees of those des-
tined to be punished with death.

It would appear from the markets of the large towns
that the most profitable field of business was in fire-
erms and large knives. But these did not adequsately
jndicate the extent of the trade, for beneath the surface
a large impoftation of modern rifles was carried on from
the neigg?ouring ggyntriea 1nt? w?at ?gs left of European
Turkey . ?h;; :u%@gg;wfﬁaﬁm T saw in

the mountains the villagers collected for hunting bears
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with ancient flint-lock rifles, while the Turkish gendarme
carried a Martini, and this again was vastly inferior to
the Mausers or ‘Eanlichergﬂ/which accompanied a rebel
band. The best of the thought and effort and wealth of
the people was thus turned asway from real to false indus-
try.

Disorder was even causing a progressive diminution
of production. Many a mountain-farm became unsafe to
visit, and a Furopean resident who had done much big-game
shooting told me that recent troubles had in this way
greatly increased the stock of red deer. Meanwhile,
vsluable forests were being rapidly cut down, and Ryaf-
forestatimwas totally neglected, being often prevented by
the unregulated grazing of goats.

It may be that the bare and coarse-looking surface
of the lands of the Balkan is partly due to the absence
of that continual muman care which in Burope has done so
much to produce the firm texture of the meadows. In
this way the hshits of man have affected the landscape;
but there is a weird story in Bosnia which puts cause
and effect the other way. It is said that a Turkish
farmer used every week to miss one of his sheep. At
last he discovered that his shepherd, having killed the

-ZD~
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sheep by the river, threw it into the stream where, in
Bosnian fashion, it plunged under the hill. The man's
brother waited at the appointed time to meet the carcase

whers it emerged from the ground on the other side of the

‘hill. The Turk said nothing about his suspicions, but

one day cut the throat of the shepherd, threw him into the
river, and enjo?ed the thought of the brother's discomfi-
ture when, instead of the sheep, there appeared the

shepherd's body.
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IN PERSIA.

I had seldom seen a more picturesque sight than
the escort of Indian Lancers with their red turbans as they
trotted along the narrow and winding street of Tabriz when
the British COqul drove me to pay a call on the Governor,
Shujdhéd—ﬂaulaﬁ? %e were received in a vast room carpeted
with exquisite ings, the west side fully open to the ground
and éverlocking the spacious garden.

Shujah had taken the house by foree from a rich
Persian and I admired his aesthetic (if not his moral) taste in
doing so, for the garden, with a vast bed of mauve petfunias
below the terrace by the pool was something incredible. He
was an old meas, very handsome with his big white moustache,
enriched by & share of what was more legitimately whisker;
he might have passed for a French ex-general, tanned by a
loroccan campaign. The interpreter (in #rench) was a suave
Persian eecreta;y, gent from Teheran, as theiﬁﬁézghaafterwarda
told me, to spy on Shujah - this being ayparantly the only
recogunition by the latter of the=ﬁ&§§i chernment. He was a
nstural son of the ex-Shah, a relationship which often
explained the promotion of incompetent men. After the usual
compliments chujah introduced the subject of polities in
Persia, and I enquired:- "How is the Constitution succeeding?"
Shujah:- The Shah's Government was far better.
B.B.- What is your opinion of the Regent?

8, - He is a man of books. iHen of books are useless.
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HeBe- Did not 4bdul Hamid pmaise the Constitution in Turkey?

S - I do not eriticise him, but the Turkish Psrliament
does no good.

E.B. Do you approve of Parliament anywhere?

S. Reformers mean well, but they always move too fast.

Oune might expect the Goveramor tg_rsspaet if not to
represent the view of his Government - there laytthe peculiarity
of Persian governors - they could by ;;olenee become semi-
independent. He wanted %o know what the Znglish people thought
of Persia. 1 remembered one of the ugly deeds that attracted
British attention to Persia - the hanging of the chief Hollah
in Eabrik; but I refrained - it was Shujah himeelf who hanged
the Hollsh. .

I afterwards learnt from the Prench Consul that thijah
reported the conversation, snd said: - "I told the Englishman
the way to goverm, but I did not convinee even the corner of
his eyebrows”. e was charmingly polite, true to his national
trsdition. dhen th; Persian apologises for turning his baeck
on yeﬁ, the correct reply is: “You are not turning your back;

a rose has no baek.”

thajsh was eoruel, but he punished brigands aﬁd provided
security on the roads. He had no salary; there are other
ways of makiﬁg an income when you are a despot. He was szid to
be at his best whéﬁ out hawking. He gave you the argument
for reaction in words; some of his deeds were certainly

arguments against it. o
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The operations of this despot were a symptom of
UBique political chaos,

> T } unthinkable in these post-war
times. It srose f?om,anaaizg'Imperialism, incessantly
pushing towards the sea in every available direction, but
alresdy thwarted more than once. I am just old enough to
remember 1878, and Disraeli 's triumph in frustrating the
vietories of the Russo-Turkish war. In the nineties, I
boarded at Nagasaki a Russian cruiser, a sign of the ambition
to expand on ﬁhe Pagifie, an ambition doomed té be feciled,
this time, by the Japaness. AfT&r that the most hopeful goal
was the Persian Gulf.

Persia looked to England for yprotection and in
despsration prmduced the constitutional movement. Swedish
offigers w;;%\to Yeform the gendarﬁerie, Belgians the Customs,
and Americans the finances.

The parliamentary experiment, working as it did under
abnormal difficulties, could by no means be dismissed as futile.
The Hational Assembly was well worth s trial, and a trial it
did not get; the diploma%’ of the S&eat é%@ers wékd tied to
traditions, which made a trisl difficult. It had relied so
long on its partisan friendship for one stat-gnan or another,
in weak Btates like FPersias and Turkey, that by nature it
hampered a national regime. ‘This undermined the idea of

gelf-respect without which no national government could be

vigorous.
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what could be said for the 'national' movement in
Persia? [feeble as its Parliament proved, it produced men
whose fbrag_hath a8 revolutionists and as depulies was &
mm% to the most cynical. The Armenian Yeprem,
&nd the Persian Takizade represented elements of strength and
publie spirit which wonld not otherwise have seen the light.
vhe deputies whemselves compelled attention to moral questions
which personal government ignored. The encouragement of the
trasde in vice, by the Teheran police,(with a view to levying
blackmail) was attacked. A governor who had grown rich by
seizging Persian girls and selling them to Tartar chiefs, across
the Ruseian border, was impeached. fhen all the laughter
due to the Mejliss was exhausted wes—exhansted, it remsined
a fagt that fanatiecal feeling —as—missicnsriesettested, had
been greatly diminished by the Persian parliamentary regime.
The very lullshs who predominzted in it hsad become unpopular,
and religious liberty for non-Moglems had vastly increased, €0
that, as a missionary friend told me, even converts from Islam
could preach Christianity without danger.

It was argued on the other hand that men who made good
agitators, had proved to be self-seekers vinen power was
schieved - a feature nct unknown in other revolutions. Another
charge made smong Persians, and explained to me by a leading
reactionary, connected with the ex-Shah, was that the national
movement and its disorders gave occasion to the Russians to come

in. Many Buropeans, asgain, who supported the Constitution
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at first, were passimistiqxg;;*. In their opinion the

autoeraey of the Shahs and their corrups creatures, mroduced
still, through sporadic personal energy, the greatest modicum
of public order that could be etpeated. The common people
only asked for security from thieves and murderers. The
educated classes despaired of getting this without floreign
control. Even English traders, if Russian control ébuld be
had without Russian import duties, had bégun to welcome it.
The most hopeful feature lay in the marked success of the
Swedish gendarmerie officers, whose work again depended on
the Belgian customs officials, and for maintaining these in
due authority a parliament proved to have its use.

But elections and real reforms in the north-west
province in contact with the Caucasus (shere home rule move-
ments were rigorously suppressed) m too much for Russian
nerves, and Persia was induced by thrests to withdraw the
Swedes from that district. ihen the siege of Tabriz (in which
my friend, Arthur licore, formerly Seeretary to the Balkan Committee,
and afterwards representative of the "Times", inspired the
defenders by personal daring) ended in success for the ex-Shahjy

by the help of Russian troops, Shujah became their protegé,
4id their dirty work, and became Governor as a Russian puppet.
dhen we crossed the Persian frontier, we found ourselves
no less under Russian anspices‘than in the Cauncasus. At Julfa,

Russian amunition was being transferred from the railway into
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waggons. It was eruel work for the small draft bullocks
to drag them through the soft sand. I saw a bullock sink
down ezhsusted and lie still till the driver struck a match
and held the flame under the poor beast's flank.

A Russian Government motor bus trausported us to
pabriz, and there, when one reguired facilities for travel,
it was to the Russians and not the I’ersian{ that one resorted.
Russian troops had indeed penetrated far inte the interior and
we found them establishing their gquarters for the winter at
galmas, towards the Turkish frontier.

It was a strange thing to see in an Oriental town like
Tabriz large yrinted notices at feeguent intervals. We further
observed that without exception these were ﬁgg;;" What was
the meaning? 2hg§f were notices that elections would be
held and had been fixed by order of the Central Government,
but Shujah had sent his police to tear them down. de @mlseo
found the bazaar was closed - Shujsh had closed it and ordered
a public demonstration in the sguare a2 & protest against
eisctions of any kind. There was ;f§§3uez, when in response
to chaff by the British Consul, thujah re-opemed the Bazaar
and slso made a parade of holding e¢lections, admittedly a sham,
but designed, he said, to please England. It was perhaps a
piece of Persian humour to talk of pleasing England, when the
amecient citadel with its tower stood battered by Russian guns,

s loss to architecture not less melancholy than the ruination
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of the "Blue Mosque' a§ a previous invasion of the Turks.

Here was Imperialism encroaching on Oriental weakness
and producing an anarchy which afforded, as it was said, a
refuge for the revolutionaries of three "mpires. It was the last
effort of the old Czarism before the Great Jar came, and as
such it is noteworthy. But it was also a symptom of high
politics in a sphere still more memorable. fihy was Russia able
to act with this contempt of law and decency? Colleagues of mine
in the House of Commons frequently protested at that time against
Sir Edward Gré@'s apparent indifference to Persia's rights and
independence. For myself I felt such protests vainmﬁiile the
Minister was patting before all other aims the necessity of
securing Russian aid in case of war with Germany, Russia took
cunical advantage of his desiref and Gregy was driven to co-operate
in the partition of Persia. The exasperation which Russian
ambitions and intrigue,evoked in England, notabx;:90nservative
circles, is strangely forgotten to-day.

Since the Great ¥ar progress moves at a rapid rate and
to-day Persia is a lember of the league of Nations. She was
recently elected to membership of the Counchl itself. Not only
is her independence thus attested, but she is intimately
associasted with the Western Powers in the League's executive
work of mainé?ning peace and otherwise regulating international
relationships - an association which no doubt will have a profound

effect on her own progress. oSuch has been her advance in less

than 20 years from the inferior status of a country partitioned
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r Wy sxperience of Bhe Baigan war wi;higgjiﬁblly
e hospita

passed in the unrei&eve;{glacm of

I had the privilege of itnasaing with ﬁj$@ﬁv
G.H.Q. the final vict§fy,af the Belkef Allies over

their age-long appras or. though the Allies fell

within eighteen deys of the outbreak of war the
Bulgarian headquarters moved from Stara Zagora toward
the Purkish frontier. Motors were available as far
as Kizil Agach, and there, by 8 1&1 favour of the
W_ 3
Prime ¥inister and the—Comms
end I became attached to 1t - a stroke of good for-

tune on which we could not wish to improve.
on Friday, the 8th of November, before dawn, |
we found excellent horses at the door of the peasant's‘

hut which had sheltered us. The baggage was to follow



in carts, and for three days we saw it no more.
Ve rode across open country, following the route taken
by the First Army. Two squadrons of cavalry formed
our escort. In front of them rode the junior officers
of the staff departments; further to the front the
heads of sections - cartography, translation, intelli-
gence, General Tsenoff representing the gunners,
General Yankoff the sappers; finally, at a distance\
ﬁhich other generals tacitly respected, Ficheff, Chief
of the 8taff, and Savoff himself, diatiﬁguished from
other generals by no difference of dress or accoutrement,
but marked out by a certein air of mental force, as much
by the shoulders as by the face.

The moment which a downtrodden race had so long
awaited was come. A determined but patient people
had found its wvindication. [Here were the leaders of
the liberation, laying firm claim to the ratheriand.
Bulgarian feeling runs deep, so deep that some think
it non-existent. 8o thrilling, at all events, was
this dramatic advance that the most expressive would
have felt constrained to hide his emotion.

At about three ofclock we crossed the frontier
line. It was marked by a cutting through the oak

-



serub along the ridge of the rolling hills. One
would have supposed, from the silence of the officers,
that they had not noticed the fact. The troopers,
however, went so far as to betray an interest in their
entry into the promised land. They asked the
squadron officers if they might raise a hurrah. The
captain sternly refused, telling them that General
Savoff would not like it.

wWithin half an hour we came on a burnt village.
. Nothing remained alive, except the dogs and a few
lean cats. Buman bodies formed their food, for
which grey crows were hungry competitors. the next
village was still burning and we stopped to explore.
Not & soul remained. Rejoining the Staff, we found
them betraying more interest than had been observable
before. ‘They had already come upon trenches, the
first signs of fighting. Here the First Army had
fought its way, heading south-east towards Kirklisse,
while the Third Army, on its left, had descended from
the north. shere were big graves both of Bulgarians
and ‘Turks. ‘“hen came another deserted village; from
here it was reported that the Turks had carried off
twenty-five Bulgarien girls before thelr retreat.

nﬁ—



On the crest of the next ridge we suddenly came to
a point overlooking the immense plain of Adrianople.
fhe eity, besieged and continually bombarded, lay in the
distance. fhe sound of the cannonade, sudible since
morning, now grew nearer and insistent. It resembled
nothing so much as a succession of stupendous groans,
gigantic like the volce of & netion. Shrapnel was
bursting over the forts with the effect of a sky-rocket
when the stars are discharged end drift with en air of
gerene calm. Following the explosion, in the steady
breeze that was blowing, the compact body of white smoke
floated slowly through the cloudless alr 1like a balloon.

We passed the great feudal farm of a Purkish bey.
He had tried to protect the villagers. ‘There was &
great reediness to speak well of & Turk where he deserved
it. Bullocks and buffaloes, pulling guns, had fallen

~des® here. Dogs had torn off the skin and gnawed the
susenlent muscles next the spine. The fiayed and swollen
carcases were conspicuous on the brownland, kivid with various
shades of purple, yellow, and red.

The fighting here, in the first week of the war,
caused the panic at Kirklisse. It was & declsive bat-
tle, but it was never reported by the Government. In

il



London its very name ;:?hnknown. When I remarked on
this, Ueneral Ficheff replied: "why should we report
it? vWe did not want to advertise; we wanted to
work... "

¥We arrived in total derkness in the muddy lanes of
Tatarla, where was & halting-place for the fleld hos-
pitals. ‘We were thankful,after ten hours! riding, to
find that one of them could be spared for ourselves.
Several straw palliasses provided the elderly generals
with a rest, even before supper was ready. ‘The night
was dark, but the searchlights of the besieged in
Adrianople continually 1lit up the o+ hastily
from one quarter to anothery; they suggested a bad f1

6f nerves in the garriWonﬁnually round

Cen
eiiguarters—of—the—compess. and lighting up the clouds,
they resembled some improved intermittent lighthausm\

At night the cannonade was unusually well sustained
(Well nourished" was the French expression used), and
those were sound sleepers for whom it did not spoill a

night's rest.

At Tatarle there was no question of shaving, washing
or undressing, but before starting in the morning there
B



was the iuxury of a glass of tea, with bread and cheese,
laid out on a field-hospital table outside our tent.
Knowing that the Staff would not ride very fast,

we stopped behind to look at the field hospltal and
talk to the wounded., The whole stream of wounded
from Lule Burgas had to be brought by this route into
Bulgaria before they could receive anything better
than the first aild given at the front. It was almost
inecredible that the outgoing transport of ammunition
and food should entirely pass by wud tracks, through
wooded hills, & journey of six days from Stara Zagora
to Kirklisse. It was still more astounding that the
wounded should survive this journey, and that many very
geverae cases were successfully treated in Bulgaria at
the end of it. ‘The foreign Red COross MKissions which
later on came to Kirklisse found the hardships of
sleeping out in their waggons quite sufficiently
severe. <There were, as s rule, two wounded men to
occupy each Sﬁﬁf?“' At i}z:fefhere wag adequate
straw or hay to relieve the shoulders and hipa and
.svﬁ%%git to 1ncreaae the width of the waggon, which
broadens out upwards from & narrow base; but as the

quﬁu?gggdgp?sumed the straw the bedding became :Sggefzhé_\>
fwuras‘32111 finally there were only the narrow planks

par
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_ some two feet wide, to provide a bed;\ Et was suffi-
g~ ciently surprising that even the English 1sddes of
the Women's Convoy Corps survived this exper@enc.e
without breakdown; all the more weas it to
think of the men with broken bones, and important
organs lacerated, jolting for six, and even eight days,
in these springless ox-carts, with bitter frost at
night, and with no covering but the wicker hood.

‘I mey adequately sum up the situation by quoting &
telegrem which I sent to the Balken War Rellef Fund:
"pdrianople not having fallen, wounded must cross
mountains. Many days! jolting in springless carts,
unsheltered, in bitter frost. They stop here in transe
port hqspital; some mutilated. Equipment badly
wanted‘\f

%uah were the melﬁsziiiy facts. In many cases
mutilation of the most g—tggus%‘ﬁag kind had taken
place, when fighting shifted from one &area to another
and Bulgarisn soldiers fell into the hands of fTurks.

Mercifully, there were not many mutilated who remsined

alive, but some such cases asctually lived, and had

passed through this hospitel. One man survived, but

without his ears. The story was as follows: Two

men were left wounded together when the Turkish troops
'
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advanced. There was & eeasiderabie—p&une at this

stage, and the two men were carried into a house

where the Turks interested themselves in cruelty
rather than in watching the enemy. Both Bulgsrians
had the presence of mind to see that their only chance
cf life was to feign death. the first had sufficient
endurance to remein passive &s the knife severed his
sar, ‘The Turk, thinking him dead, passed on to the
other. ‘his one could not restrain a groan, and was
immediately stabbed.

the commonest mutilation wag the gouging out of
eyes; but other practices, which cannot be detailed,
meant death (the doctors told mej in two or three
hours. I saw no reason to doubt theilr occurrence,
having witnessed what was much worse - women and girls
wounded by ‘furkish regulars. :

the officer in charge of this hospital proved to
be, like most others, aﬁéivillan turned soldier for
the time, He was a well-lkmown caricaturist of the
Sofia Press, end had many friends amongst the officers
of the Staff. He was also an amateur photographer,
and in the inadequate light of the early morning a
group was taken, with Savoff in the centre. The
caricaturist illustrated the fact that the army was a

“e



nation in arms. A little later I was hailed by & man
whom I had met in London. He had been Secretary to

the Bulgarian Legation, and was now & Red Cross officer.
$he officer personally attached to me wes & well-known
owner of flour mills, and also a concessionnalre of

pine forests.

Kiding out of Tatarla we passed a2 transport con=-
voy of record length. These convoys were a great
feature of & tranaport route in the Balkans. There
was not & farm in the combatant countries which had
not sent its waggon and oxen to the front. ?hah@
waggons were all of the same type - built almost entireu

y wit%oﬁ£ matal wiéﬁcut springs??litha¥icker nood

ﬁ__m-ugastlg drawn by two grey bullocks, but sometimas by

X the even more complacent buffalo, with his long tilted
nose and his white eyes contentedly fixed on the sky.
fhe pace is so slow that in the distance & convoy
hardly appeared to move. It stretched across the val-
ley before one and up the opposite hill, disappearing
out of sight ovor the ridge like @ vagt and almost
motionless snake. Sueh & convoy seemed symbolic of
the stolid but irresistible mind of the people. The
simple construetion of the waggons end the very slow~
ness of the beasts oonstituté s security against

“Qu



breakdown. The inexhaustible patience of the oxen

nnd their drivers, who were often Turks from Bulgaria,
; :the unlimited supply of wag=
Q@Hgféﬂ@fi ‘gons at the serviece of the State. Sometimes, as in

this case at Tatarla, the same convoy whose rear oOne
was passing might be continuous even for several miles.
Though it disappeared below the hill a mile off, 1t
wes the same entity which ome could dimly perceive
mounting the next ridge or the next after that.

Phere is a sense that, however slow and however dis-
tant the goal, the convoy, and tho Bulgarian race,

will a —%v37-\\\_ﬁg e
It was & very different side of th& plcture

when one met the csnvoyg&“‘ iding clasa besids the
weggons one could see the feet of & wounded men swathed

in the native fashion, which he refused to discard in

favour of boots; sometimes & pale and drawn face
\ indicated the degree of enduraence that was required
aﬁ_zhngggg:ggg:g?&a&lnaf_xhig”jgggﬁggiﬂ_/&t is
A scarcely believeble that but two years separated this
/ primitive transport in war from the fast and powerful
motor lorry which the wealth and technique of the
West placed not only on the Western front but also /9/
1

in the Balkﬂns in order to feed and sustaln the wor
i




At midday we came to Yenije, on the main road
from Adrisnople to Kirklisse. We stopped here for
lunch, and some of the older generals went on in
motors. I hed passed through Yenije after the insur-
rection of 1903, when the massacres had just taken
place. ‘The victims had been hurriedly buried.

‘fhere is a wide sandy river, ﬁostly bare, except in
time of flcod, and crossed by a long wooden bridge.
The sandy bed was & convenient burial-place. The
bed of the river now served for burial of a different
kind from that of 1903. At intervals, as we crossed
the bridge, I saw the hoofs of & horse emerging from
the sand where it had been hurriedly covered. Its
position was thus conveniently marked to avoild the
work of labour in digging a second grave where the
ground was already occupled. [Little did I expect to
ses the open green of Yenije, where nine years ago the
surviving inhabitants slunk out of sight in terror,
now occupied by é concourse of Christian troops. To=
day a Bulgarian trooper held my horse while I lunched,
where formerly I had begged the loan of a pony from &
Turkish cavalryman.

Our surroundings now became doubly interesting.
OQur route was one of the few real roads in ‘furkey, and

%



the Turks had eiﬁ@gggiééﬁty\fnrnishad it with a sup-

ply of excellent stone in readiness for re-making.

Phis stone had been placed in long heaps at the side of
the road, and constituted a ready-made trench for the
fight which had preceded the fall of Kirklisse.

For several miles the south side of the road was
1ined with abandoned gun-carriages, dead horses, here
and there a corpae. One, half buried in mud, had two
gashes on the scalp, a deep cut in the neck, and the
nose almost severed from the face. The cavalry had
left little time for gun drivers to escape. This
man had lingered too long. The Turks failed to hold
the line of the road and fled south across open country.
fhe soil here is heavy, and as 1t was wet weather some
of the ruts made by the guns were at least eighteen
inehes deep. When the guns stuck faast the men cut
loose enough horses for themselves, threw away the
firing-pieces of the gun, ghot the remaining horses,
and rode away. Tthere were commonly three carcases
lying together, and dogs from the burned villages were
living on their half-putrid flesh. Broken carts lay
in every direction. The ground was strewn with rifle
cartridge, shrapnel, and heavy shell abandoned in the
flight., Beyond Kirklisse towards Bunarhissar the
banks by the road er9 in some plaoaa\glmost lined

. B
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with unused shrapnel. The flight had been 80 hasty
that waggons and gun-carriages spread out by-—verieus-
,——tfﬁégs on esach side of the road. Whols boxes of am-
munition were continually thrown overboard in the
frantic endeavour to get the waggons through the mud.
I must have seen at least 30,000 unused gun cartridges

in & three hours' ride.

It was a thrilling experience for one who had
visited Kirklisse in bygonﬁﬂyaara t?@%ﬂtar it now with
the victorious army. Bulgarian reserve e, but
on, this oceasion it seemed excessive. It méﬁisa:€%5“

~4€%§é§;(br the Bulgarian character when Savoff, avold-
ing all demonstration, hurried through Kirklisse in a
closed earriage. Every house had hung out a flag,
and ¢ ople crowded to their doors, but the whole
Staff hnstenzéfa§1?fffwu&
steep cobbled road, and dismounting at the Turkish
officers! Club, betook themselves to examining Turkish

maps. The officers were chiefly concerned to show
me that on these maps the Turkish boundary was drawn
to include Bulgaria.

In another hour & frugal supper was served in
the very room from which Mahmud Mouktar, commander of
the garrison, had fled in such haste that his sweet-
meats were left behind. No notice was taken of the

]S~



momentous significance of that repast; from generals
to lieutenants the officers seemed uninterested in it.
The rooms of the Turkish Glub were at onee turned
to account as offices; connecting them was a large
upper hall, and here some forty officers set down to
supper, Savoff and Ficheff presiding together. There
was a massive quality about Savoff which defied dese
eription. He reminded me of nothing so much as that
rare type of Englishmen, born a squire, but by nature
and in fact a leader of men, occupiled with great af-
fairs, but when at home joining the crowd of common-
place people, shooting, or hunting, or golfing, with-
out claimijgiggzj;:;?regard; the head massive, the
figure not dq.sproportionate, and yet a short mang
genial, yet apart, with an air of large condescension,
potentially soclal, but preoccupied; a man to inspire
confidence. Ficheff's bright eyes concealed a re-
serve impenetrable even for a Bulgar, but on one sub-
Ject he opened out - the wrongs of & people worthy of
freedom; the {iz:kagﬂﬁﬁgles of suffering; the de-

serted lend. . fhe outwitting of the Turks dalighted
Ay bead besm Surfraied Lords 1 i

ltzi;'the superb quality of
sdas Lre<ioly -$ar-gad

SISTaar=—mr 2 el -’l‘-~»~'f"_“»; ST = ag waved at Chata lj& .

‘There was news that night ,

.......

or once the stir of feeling found expression.



We sat smoking late, enjoying the thought of
liberation. The Balkan mother would sing to her
ehild in peace, and girls could be merry without fear.
the blight that had lain on the Balken lands was
healed, the fog dispelled. -Even the prestige of
military deapotism was gone like a pricked bubble.
Tha!tyranny that rested on had venished
like an empty nightmare that fades when the sleeper

i3 b FEWE

The estabiishmsnt of Europe's freedom was
,’mxh@vng&lm&;a;.taknn.

o~ —— Ty re— f

A at and notable nation had ébteined recogni-

wakes

2 tion throu the ware. Its pers stenee, its purposs,
é its deep re\brwe, now stood » vealed, ‘added to the

% world's stores oﬂxnationa charsgter. For centuries

| the Bulgarian refused %6 camprcﬁise with the Turk.

Other races sought %6 lighten the weight of the yoke
§ by taking servics with‘thp tyrant or bowing the head.
The maxim, "Thé sword av‘e}i-,\strikas when the head is

rmined the youl foothsr races; never of

bowed," undé
this.
seemed lost by the policy of derfkyce. Bulgarians

Influence and wealth wéhg to others; all

.
s e, ___ ik

would not balance advantages; a kihg of faith made
yvhem ready to pay pain and d;:§Q ror\a}timate gain.
At last the indomitable spirit oi\ the ﬁh;gars had
come by its just reward.
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Here, if ever, waaAa chance to viun war as a
blessing. All the 1dea£p of common a&m, of national
unity, of readiness to dﬁg for otneré, of mighty
movements and forces, thrﬁ%led togﬁth@r in the blood.
Here was a healthy world ié‘whiqh everyone worked hard,
each filled his appropriate Qlase; where drones, fops

and wasters could not axist

awhﬁre rewards and com-
forte were appropriate to desagtq. Here, in a healthy
frugal outdoor life, the; primitﬁwe instincts of the
struggling race of men,; swent aaide all feeling but that

{ EEy

of energy and well—baing.

But out there, under the frosty sky, lay the
pattered corpses; trodden on; rolled in the mud;
viewed in times of peace, by men in thelr senses, as
the image of God, and now regarded with less respect
than a dead rat by an English roadside.
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