


CHAPTER XI

BALKAN REFORM

Evan's book, "Foreign Policy from a Back Benchw,
gives a good review of my Balkan activities, and here I
had better record some more persona; aspects of the work
of the Balkan Committee.[jWhen I first became acquainted
with the pitiable eoﬁdition of the Macedonian peoples I
was intensely moved by their sufferings and by the fact
that they were due to the action of our own country. In
1878 Disraeli preserved the Turkish Empire in Europe from
bz;g liberated by Russia.v The insurrection of 1903,
with the shocking massacres and burning of villages which
followed it, seemed to me an imperative call, and my
holiday at Humbie in August of that year was occupied in
attenpting to rouse pressure on the Government through the
columns of "The Times",

The Balkan Committee, which C.R.B. and I had founded
in 1902, was assisted to activity by Mr. Bryce, and we
were intensely busy from the end of August. We secured a-
big room in Adelphi Terrace in the house of Bernard Shaw,
and there, overlooking the river, we organised meetings and
produced leafleds which secured public notice both here ahd

abroad in a measure out of all proportion to our diminutive

nunmbers.



Through -Canon Barnett we secured a splendid secretary
in Arthur Moore, and I have a thrilling recollection of
intense efforts to move our Government and the Concert of
Europe tpwards imposing reform on Turkey. Brailsford,
Nevinson, Sir Arthur Evans and C.R.B. were conspicuous
workers. The exhileration of fervent work afforded a
bPleasure which contrasted with the fate of the persecuted
objects of our ambition. That autumn I got leave to take
more time off from the brewery, and spent most of my
evenings making speeches up and down the obuntry. There
was also a lot to do in seeing politicians, and especially
Lord Lansdowne, the Foreign Secretary, Who,'by a stroke of
luck, was extremely sympathetic. Though by no means of
a Gladstonian humanitarian type, he was anxious to see
reform in order to avoid war, and in approaching the Powers
who jointly could press the Sultan he wanted to be able to
point to strong public feeling in Great Britain. This was
the more gratifying to us when his cousin, Bishop Gore, told
us that Lansdowne was in reality Quite cynical in such
matters.

In the winter Hugh Law and I took Leland to the Balkans,

and visited the region devastated by the Turks near the
Black Sea, where in villages of which only one or two houses
remained under the deep January snow, we found children
starving and hiding themselves from the Turkish soldiers who

egcorted us.
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At Adrianople, where one left the railway, the Turks
refused to let us leave the town, and we persuaded the
Greek Consul to help us to give them the slip. At early

dawn we set off in one the the little carriages which were

_then the only means of Balkan travel. We had reached the

place we desired, and were getting some lunch round a tiny
stove Which was thawing our frozen limbs, when suddenly

there burst in the Governmor's secretary, whom we had

eiuded, and who had pursued us on learning of our departure.
The poor man had a terrible toothache and was bandaged

round his swollen face. Suffering as he also was from a
failure of prevent our journey which may well have led to his
dismissal from office, his appearance was as pitiable as

it was comiec.

During the succeeding ten years I spent almost every
autumn holiday in the Balkans, except when prevented by
Parliamentary sessions or elections. The first five of
these yéars saw the gradual installation of the International
Gendarmerie, and our travels were assisted by'the presence
of officefs, British, Austrian, French and Italian, according
to their several districts. Having no authority except to
inspect, they were mainly employed in recording outrages.
These resulted not only from the habits of the Turks, but
from the murderous activities of armed bands from the

neighbouring states, each of whom was hoping to inherit the

-

Hugh ILawt's Memoirs no doubt make better play with incident

than I have dohe. I suffer as a redounter from a lack of

dramatic sense, and the most hampering inhibition in regard

to trutﬁl'
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land on the demise of "the sick man", and wished to exterminate
its rivals. The chief sufferers were the Bulgars, against
whom the Greeks and Serbs were asisted by the Turks, bacause
Bulgarian claims werernaturally strongest, and the Turks

only feared attack from Bulgaria;'so the unfortunaté_Bulgarian
villages were rendered powerless to resist the bloodshirsty '
bands, among whom the Greeks probably took the prize for
atrocity.

In 1907, when at Monastir, we came on one of these
typical disasters; a large and prosperous village called
Smilevo.hadibeen suddenly attacked by a Greek band on a
Suhday morning. Many had been killed, and we found the
wounded still in the gala peasant dress which they wWeax
on Sundays. They had no medical aidgd, beéause the Turks
'did not allow it to reach them. It was a pitiable scene,
but nothing came of such episodes except an addition to,
what was called by the foreign officers,the butcher's bill.

My companions in the Balkans on my various Jjourneys
included Charlie, Charles Masterman, Rollo Meyer, Cecil
Harris, Noel Farrer, Lothar de Bunsen, Hugh Law, axi
Rosslyn Bruce, and Leland, who surprised us all by going witth
a Bulgarian band, smuggling rifles into Turkey, and should
properly have met his death from a Turkish frontier guardfs
bullet.

In 1906 I had a specially interesting tour with the

de Bunsens and Rosslyn Bruce. Rosslyn and I came back by



Berlin, and saw a good deal of Sir Frank Lascelles, who was
then Ambassador. He was a delightful and sympathetic
person, and believed that England could get on with Germany.
He was intimate with the Kaiser, who had recently been sitting
on the Ambassador's bed when the latter was laid up with a
cold. I asked him if the Kaiser would be interested in
putting a stop to the butchery in the Balkans. I had taken
with me mewy photographs taken by gendarmerie officers of
the dead viectims, and I said the Kaiser might be stirred by
these. Lascelles replied that not only would the Kaiser
do nothing about it, but that such things as massacres would
not concern him in the least.

In 1907 €.R.B., and I took Charlie Masterman, and on
the way back we interviewed the famous Austrian Foreign
Minister, Aehrenthal, in the Hofburg at Vienna, We spoke
to him of Grey's concern for reform in Turkey, and he replied,
"Nothing will happen. Your Sir Grey is a man of peace; he |
catches little fishes"™, It was on this journey that we
‘first got evidence of any sign of dissatisfaction with the
Sultan's rdgime on the part of Turkish officials.l To my
amazement one evening a Turkish local governor, taking
all precaution against being overheard, began to talk what
geemed such rank treason that I thought it was merely planned
to draw us into statements which he would report to his

superiors. It was, however, a genuine sign of the discontent
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which suddenly revealed itself in the Young Turk Revolt
of 1908. It was a movement of the active young men of
Turkey to save their country from foreign dbmination, which

they feared would result from the incompetence of Abdul Hamid.

We were more than sceptical of the capacity of the Turkish mind ©

to assimilate civilised ideas, but the Young Turks had energy,
and quickly made friends with the rebel bands hitherto
fightihg against the Sultan, We sent out the Balkan Committtee
Secretary and he, deeply moved by what he saw of the Young
Turks, expressed himself with an enthusiasm which almost
committed us to supporting their cause. But at the same time
most of us favoured caution, and Sir Arthur Evans and I went
to see Sir Edward Grey to urge upon him that he épuld oppose
the withdrawal of the Gendarmerie officers. The officers,
however, were soon withdrawn, and for a time the rival

forces made open friendship.

The question of reform was soon obscured by the
international dangers which took its place. Geey's great
concern was with @erman antagonism to England. With war
in view, he had to cultivate Russia, and therefore, when
Austria-Hungary seized the opportunity of Turkey's wéakness
to annex Bosnia, he came out as a bitter critic of Austrian
policy. Russia protested also, and supported the indignant
Serbs. Austrian troops were massed on the Serbian frontier,

occupying the island in the Danube close to Belgrade. Just



at this moment, we of the Balkan Committee, having been
invited by the Young Turks to send a deputation to -
Constantinople, were passing through Belgrade and stopping
en route. Burope was full of alarms, and the Bustrians
persuaded themselves that we were secretly a British
delegation stirring up the Serbs. The Austrian Government
complained that we gave arms to the Serbs. The Serbs were
afraid of Austrian spies. Linnet Howell, sketching in
Belgrade, was arrestedfthere. The publicity forced on

us innocent humanitarians was embaﬁéssing, but it was
amusing to think how terrible we appeared.

We escaped from the complications of this part of
European poditics and hurried on to meet the'Ybung Turks.
Our time in Constantinople was highly picturesque, involving
banquets, gttendance and plays at the theatre where we
witnessed an ovation to Enver, the chief national hero, and
were enterained by the aged Grand Vizier at the instance
of the Youhg Turks. These gentlemen, who made themselves
most agreeable, were determined to use us in cultivating
public opinion against the Sultan. After the Salemlik, or
formal attendance at the Mosque of the Sultan, the scheme
took startling forms. We were suddenly requ#ested to meet
the Red Sultan himself. It would have been difficult and
rude to refuse, but before accepting I insisted on consulting

the eminent leader of the British community, Sir Edwin Pears.



He approved and came with us. This was indeed a deama
when the Red-handed sultan, with his hooked nose, in a
frock coat, received us as his guests, and was thus
humiliated in the eyes of the Turkish public. He was
compelled by the Young Turks to receive the very people
who had denounced his crimes, as the Turkish public well
knew. This was all part of the plan which ultimately led
to the Sultan's intermment at Salonika, and the triumph

of the Young Turks, which lasted till after the Great

War.

British diplomaey was not in sympathy with our
cultivating Young Turks, but though our Ambassador, Sir
Gerald Lowther, was aware of this he was very civil, offered
us the use of the Embassy pleasure boats, and entertained
us in our large numbers at dinner. After the ladies had
left the table a picturesque episode occurred. Bgir
Arthur Evans, as a world famous archaeologist concerned .
with the Near East, was naturally the person for Sir
Gerald to pay aftention to, but he devoted himself to a
young man who had come out to tout for orders on behalf
of one of the British armament firms. Evans was not
prepared to be belittled, and to my astonishment he suddenly
rose, shook the Ambassador's hand without a word, and left

the house.
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The only person in the Embassy who knew very much
was Fitzmaurice, the dragoman (permanent expert) with
whom we made great friends. His warnings against believing
the Young Turks to be capable of civilisation were followed
by our Foreign Office. We ou¥selves attempted as friendly
critics to moderate the Young Turks' chauvinistic attitude
to the non-Turks of Burope and also to the Armenians, In
the succeeding period I tried to get Grey to see that the
Young Turks had come to stay, and that we might influence
them of we were friendly. The poliecy was partially adopted,
and Sir Ernest Cassel was induced to found a British Bank,
to which Henry Babbington-Smith was appointed head. But
England had chilled the Yoﬁng Turks in the early days
when all their sympathies were British, and we had thrown
them into the arms of Germany whose powerful Ambassador,
Marshall von Bieberstein soon became supreme.

Thihgs drifted on till the world was agdin taken by
surprise in 1912. Qur old friend Bourchier of "fhe Times"
had engineered a compromise between Serbs and Bulgars,
and the result was the attack on Turkey of these Powers,
together with Greece in 19l2. No Balkan army had proper
Red Cross equipment, so we formed the Balkan Relief Fund
in order to send help. Harold and I went out in October
to arrange for it. (See footnote{x.

Friends of Balkan liberation lived in deep anxiety

when the little states faced a great Empire, But o
- Footnote: See my book "With the Bulgarian Staff®.
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Bulgaria astonished the Wbrld by beating the Turks in

pitched battle at Lule Burgas. When Harold and I

got out to Sofia the main danger was passed. The Commander-
in-Chief, General Savoff, was movjng to near the battlefield,
and we were flattered by being invited to go with him,

Before leaving Sofia we fixed up arrangements for the Women's

convoy Corps, an ambulance unit organised by Mrs. Stobart,

whom I met in London by chance, and who Was grateful for

my help in getting recognition from the Bulgarian

Government. We then set off to meet Savoff and found him
leaving the railway. An officer met us with horses, and when

we stopped for the night,he was especially useful in
compelling some peasant family to take us in. At the

front the villages had been burnt in the advance, and smoke

was still rising ffom some of them. When we looked into tle
remains of the houses we found the household utensils,

wooden spoons and rough pottery, scattered aroung. The

unfortunate Turkish peasants had fled at short notice with
their ox-carts. Starving dogs slunk off. Spent cartridges

belonging to ancient forms of rifles were strewn about. You
could picture the Turkish peasant who would not or could not
get away with the Turkish army, using his last shot at

a Bulgar fefore he himself was shot down. Most of the
peasants had retired as best they could, losing all their

belongings. These refugees finally campied outside Constantinopla‘
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and hundreds died of cholera because nobody was effietent
enough to organise sanitation.

Arriving at Kirkilisse we rode over the battlefield. The
dead had been hurriedly buried, but here and there a hand
or foot appeared, or a head, often with the little bullet
hole in the forehead, received as the man lay firing from
his trench.

At Kirkilisse the wounded began to arrive from the
dressing stations at the front where the poor chaps had
been loaded on to farm carts. These had no springs and
as they moved across moadless country the agonies endured
must have frightful. There were so few expert hospital
orderlies trying to cope with the wounded, with utterly
inadequate resources, that Harold and I volunteered to hdlp.
Even we, who had no experience, added certainly to the
work done. The men hobbled or were carried into an
intolerably stuffy room, where we did our best, hoping that
some at least of our bandages would remain in position. z
wrote an article about this experience, which is included in
my book "With the Bulgarian Staff". I thought it an
opportunity to make some people realise what war means in
regard to the wounded. It is a peculddr feature of war
that this ghastly side of it is wholly concealed from publie
thought and almost entirely forgotten. Anyhow we learnt
so@ething about b;ndaging and realised better the wisdom of

the Duke of Wellington when he said that war is Hell.



Meanwhile really fine work was being,doné by the |
Women's Convoy Corps, for which I was responsible.
They had taken a fortnight, in the bullock carts provided
for them, to travel the distance that we had ridden in
two days; and they had camped every night in the open.
They were full of zeal, and got to work far quicker than
the splendidly equipped units of official Red Cross forces.

When the Armistice was signed and the London
Conference took place, it was delightful to bring my
parents into the world of Balkan affairs. The delegates
of the three States came to Christmas dinner at Princes
Gate, and we rejoiced with them that at all events the
Turks had ceased to persecute European populations. But
King Ferdinand had spoilt the game by his ambition to be
crowned at Constantinople. Wasting his forces in Thrace,
far away from Bulgaria and Maceéonia, he had allowed the
Serbs, and still more the Greeks, to forestall him in the
country which Bulgaria should have obtained. The result
was grievous. The Serbs, encouraged by Russia, betrayed
the agreement they had made to divide the Macedonian
country with Bulgaria. The Bulgarians, conscious of their
military prowess and unduly despising the Serbs, attacked
them. The result was disastrous.

On the terrace of the House of Commons [in June 1913)
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I had entertained the Bulgar delegate and implored him to

report that Bulgaria would lose British sympathy if she

used force. Hié eonfident‘pride alarmed me. Bulgaria
w as beaten; Serbs, Greeks and also Roumanians invaded
her. She was deprived of more than a quarter of her
population:by the settleﬁent of the Treaty of Bucharest,
Macedonia was consigned to a vindiective tyranny and the
seeds of future war were sown. That settlement was partly
responsible for the Great War, which began a year later,
Bulgaria was ready then to ally herself with any Power
which might help to recover her rights, and this gave
encouragement to German hopes of securing Bulgarian
friendship, thus creating the route to the East which she
had so long coveted.

When the Great War;began, Bulgaria was accordingly under
a premier and a king who represented the Anti-Allied side.
But opinion was markedly divided, traditional sympathies being
with Russia, and also with England. During August it was
suggested in the Cabinet by Masterman that I should be sent

to Bulgaria®l

A full record was made in the notes compiled by Mother.
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The two Ministers who were keen on cultivating
Bulgaria, and therefore on my being sent, were Lloyd
George and Churchill. On receipt of a wire from
Masterman I raced back from Scotland and found that
L.G. wanted to see me at Walton Heath.  C.R.B., and I
had the evening there, and the end of various interviews
was a letter to me, authorising me to pledge the
Treasury to loans of any extent to Balkan States,
It sounded informal, but it was essentially sound,
because King Ferdinand wanted money for himself and we might
have literally bought Bulgarian aid. But L.G. wanted me
to get Grey's aéproval of the letter, and Grey suppressed
3%, He asked me to go unofficially, but co-operating with
legations and wiring through them. Churchill did what he
could ny naval transpért, and by writing anAeloquent letter
of appeal to the Balkan States. I told Grey that I
could not impress the Bulgars without complete official
authority, because it was a matter of territory which
Bulgaria must have if we were to prevent her joining
Germany and giving help to Germany which would make a vast
difference to the war, I doubted the use of going without
that, and finally agreed to do so, and I persuaded C.R.B.
to come with me.

It was a highly dramatic moment. The Germans were far

into France. Paris was expected to fall, and the British
Embassy
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was packing for Bordeaux. The Paris—Lyons'station was
barricaded, in case of a sudden stampede of the frightened
population to get away from the enemy. The train was sO
crowded that to get a rest one lay on the ground in the
corridor, taking it in turns to find space to do so. Our
luggage was heavy, providing for a possible long spell, but
thére was no porter to help carry it. We got at last to
Brindisi, where Churchill was to send a warship for us. The
British Consul got a wireless message that H.M.S, Hussar,
which was lying off the port, was unable to approach the
harbour for fear of being interned. There were no signs
of the ship when we setioff in a launch. She lay in fac?t
so far out, that seeing nothing of her, we despaired for

a long while of finding her. However, she appeared on

the horizon at last, and it was a curious contrast to the
hardship of our unassisted journey to be recéived with
formal honours by the captain and a large company of naval
officers, with an entire warship &t our disposal.

The Captain's orders were %o go full steam abead to
Salonika, but a problem arose when one of the crew was SO
i1l that it was desirable to put him off at the Piraeus.
We strongly supported the plan, but the Captain decided to
stick to his orders and pushed on. In spite of a bad

storm, in which the whole ship seemed to writhe when the




propellers were lifted above the sea and raced madly, the
man survived.
How to proceed when I got to Sofia was a problem,
The Government was pro-German, but the Opposition
included the most prominent politicians and was strong in
the country. T could see Ministers, but it was difficult
to reach Public Opinion. A police commission was sent to med
to tell me that any public political utterance was vetoed.
T therefore had to he careful and deliver my message through
the English Speaking Association. But everyone knew what
I stood for; on the ofher hand they could not estimate quite »
how far I represented the British Government. The chief
evidence consisted of the.fact that I had been sent to
the Balkans in alBritish war ship. It was a picturesque
situation at the Diplomatic Club, where we used to luhch;
the German diplomats were in evidence, their staff being
far more numerous than the British. The main obstacle
to British success in angling for Bulgaria was the pro-Serb
mania of our Minister, Bax Ironside, who lost no opportunity
of showing anti-Bulgarian views and naturally hated my
coming at all. Being ordered to send my messages to the
Foreign Office by the official channels, he relieved his
feelings by denouncing Bulgaria when we were dining with
him, enabling the servants to make known that he alluded
to Bulgarians in general as "these savages", There was

more to bg done with the Ministers of the two countries




which Grey had to work with, France and Russia, and it
transpired long afterwards that they had sent home very
sound opinions following our discussions.

When it seemed that there was no more to be done for a
a time at Sofia we thought it best to make an end of our
public position by going away to Bucharest; and among
gther things %o do there I thought I might see old King
Carol, as I knew Queen Elizabeth. She was a friend of
our cousin, Hilda Deichman, and had entertained Leland
and me at her home in the Rhineland in 1904. I wrote to
her and she asked us out to the palace in the country, and
we had a long talk over tea. She and the King were known
to be very pro-German, but the Government was pro-Ally.

We left the palace about 6 o'clock, and the next morning
we heard that the King had died in the night. It has
been many times stated by German writers that obviously
he died because I put poison in his tea.

We went back to Bucharest, and a few days later
occurred the funeral of the King. The streets were
crammed with people, and a dense crowd filled the little
Square outside our hotel. We were going that afternoon to
see a great farm, run by a Bulgarian banker friend of ours.
We had just got into the open car, I being on the right
hand of the rear seat, when, above the din of the crowd,

I heard C.R.B. shout to me "Ldok out, we are being shot",



I then saw, on my right hand about three feet off, a

maﬁ blazing at me. He fired six shots, and I remember
feeling how could he possibly miss. Then the driver

seized him from behind and threw him down. I felt no
injury but saw that I was covered with blood. Charlie

said "I am hurt, let's go to the hotelr, It was only a

few yards off, and we went straight to our bedroom and got
on to the beds. He had been shot right through the body,
the bullet passing through his lungs. I had only a broken
Jaw, the first bullet having been diverted by my posket-baok,
The room was filled in a few minutes by an interested

crowd, and shootly the British Minister, who happened to be
our cousin, George Barclay, appeared in the full-dress
uniform that he had worn'at the funeral. There seemed

to be no way of cleafing the room, as I could only mumble;
but C.R.B.'s life was in danger and fresh air imperative,
Luckily Bourchier soon appeared, but things were not much
better as he was deaf, and my broken jaw prevented me shoutiing
to him. Then I managed to write on a bit of paper "Clear
the room", and this he &k was doing when two policemen
burst through the crowd, dragging along the assassin, demanding
that I should identify the man. I could only nod. Later
on the leading doctor of Bucharest came and we were removed

that night to the hospital. When we recovered we visited
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the prisoner, and had an interesting talk. He had been
a student in Paris and made an intellectual defence for
nationalistie violence. He was very glad to get some
books which we took him on another wvisit. I asked him
if he still wished to kill me, and handed him my revolver
(carefully unloaded). He said "I meant to kill you, but
not your brother”, so I was flattered X

Returning home and stopping in Paris, we saw Delcassé
and‘Cleménceau, afterwards so famous at the Peace Conference,
where he was known as "the Tiger". He did as much as anyone
to spoil the peace and produce a second war. In London
I had separate talks with nearly all the Cabinet; and I
brought L.G. into contact with the Bulgarian Minister in
London. Twice L.G. got me to give dinners in a private
room at the Savoy Hotel, and at one moment he committed
himsélf to what was necessary in talk with the Bulgarian
Minister; but Grey again intervened and the matter dragged
on. L.G., was exasperated and would sometimes summon me to
join in the denunciation. One day after breakfast we
walked from Downing Street all round St. James's Park lake,

uttering condemnation, The Cabinet were being influenced

x Details are in my book "Travels and Reflections™.
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by the opposite school of thought, which had the support

of the fiery Mrs. Pankhurst of Suffrage fame. She roused
sympathy for the gallént Serbs and their right to claim

any Balkan territory which they wanted. This conflicted with
the rational policy of angling for Bulgaria, and helped to
delay a rational poliecy. Grey adopted this too late, seven
months after I had urged it on him, Too late again he

saw that I had been right about the hostile influence of

our Minister at Sofia, and removed him. The die had

then been cast. Bulgaria joined Germany, furnishing the
gangway to Turkey, which , as military experts have held,
prolonged the war by two years.

Whether my policy would have succeeded has been much
debated. I may be allowed to leave the answer to lir, Lloyd
George. In his "Memoirs™ (Vol. IV. page 2404.) he writes:

mAs far as Serbia is concerned, the best answer to this
defence of the military leaders and head of the Government
of that day was given by Mr. Noel Buxton (now Lord
Noel-Buxton). later in the debate. Mr. Buxton was the
greatest authority on the Balkans in the House of Commons.
He gave illustrations from his own knowledge of the fatal
delays of 1915 in dealing with the Balkan dituation, owing
to the lack of co~ordination amongst the Allies,

" His view was that had the Inter-Allied Council been
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in existence at that date, these delays would not

have arisen and he expressed the opinion that:v 'There
¢gannot Dbe the slightest doubt that if by hook or by
crook, co-ordination could have been brought about as
early as that in the War, the whole situation would

have been different and obviously the War would have

been over long ago'."
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BAIKANS .

People huve often enquired of me why I was known in
connection with the Balkans. The answer is partly given
in what I have said in my "Travels", and a fuller reply
is provided by my book "Travels and Reflections® and
m{ith the Bulgarian Staff", Also the book which ©.R.B.
and I published during the war.

I took to going to the Badkens as my normal annual
holiday, partly because I felt intensely the responsiblility
of our country for the atrocious fact that Buropean
populations were still misgoverned by the unspeakable
Turk; hﬁt perhaps I should not have done s0 if I had not
givﬁu up shooting. I am afraid my love of that sport
would hﬁva kept me at home, but the Balkans furnished
a field for real rough travel, with the chance of
_a&ventura, within fhree days of Londonj and I consider
that, in those days, Balkan travel was far superior to
ordinary tame sport, and deserved the name of "sport®
more fully. .

The fact that I became Publicly connected with
the Balkans was due to the chance that, in forming the

Balkan Committee, we happened on & problem which roused
intense interest in the polisicians of all Europe because

of the prospect of European war arising from the rival
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ambitions ot4AustriaoHungary>and Russia. The diplomats
of those countries and of Germany could not imagine that
any Britisher could be active about Balkan affairs unless
he were the agent of his Government, and as Lord Grey said:
"It was much easier in diplomacy to tell the truth than
to get people to believe it™.

It so happened that my name was the one connected
with the supposed activities in the Balkan world itself.
I was regarded as a pro-Bulgarian and consequently held
in horror by the néighbouring nations, who competed for
the possession of Macedonia.

In Greece, the Times correspondent, Bourchier,
was also held in execration, and burnt in affigy. The
name Buxton, spelt by the Greeks "MPOUKASTONU", became
a genuine title for all those who sympathized with the
obvious claim of the Bulgars. Subsequently when Bryce
went to Macedonia, the Greek public denounced this
famous man as being a Buxton. It was all because, after
the porulation of Macedonia had been thrust back under
the Turks in 1878, nobody had taken notice of their ecruel
fate until the Balkan Committee was formed. Naturally,
when there was a revolt against the Turks in 1903, we
organized relief, so admirably carried out by Brailsford,

Nevinson, lady Thompson and others. There was keen

gratitude, and I was alwapp moved by this feeling on the
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part of the Bulgars, in whom it went with an attractive
reserve, as compared with the spluttering effusion of
some heighﬁeuring peoples. ’ ‘

A quite false impression of my importance was created
by that sort of chance., In 1903 the Times was much on
our line, owing'te its famous correspondent, Bourchier,
being so keen. It gave me a shock when, being not yet
in ?arliamant, and in the stage of aspiring to get my
letter about the insurrection printed at all, the Times
leading article sioke of the two schools of thought,
one represented by the Prime Minister, Balfour, and the
other by me.

My letter about the insurrection and massacres had
another valuable effect. It encouraged Fhillip Howell,
who wrote for the Times on the Balkens, to write in the
same straiﬁ, and led to his ascquisition as a great friend.

Lord lansdowne, the Foreign Secretary, was very
rrisndlf to our agitation, and his influence on the other
members of the Concert of rfurope was partly based on the
faect that British public opinion was deeply roused.

The result of his efforts was the system of International
Gendarmerie, with districts allotted to the officers of
different states..

A eolimex arrived when war began in 1914. The
cabinet, instigated by Mesterman, debated whether to




e | e
send malout, and C.R.B. and I started just as Faris was
expected to fall, getting into the Garééa Lyons when 1t
was barricaded against the expested rush of refugees,
| The record of this journey is provided by the black
B@ok of notes which sother cemﬁilaa rom our records;
and a good survey of my Balkan g appears in Bvans'®
book, "Foreign Poliey from a Back Bench".

Evans' book gives a good raview'of my Balkan

aetivities, and here I had bedter record some more

when I rirst became acquainted with the pitiable
econdition 6f the Macedonian peoples I was intensely
moved by this gratuitous suffering and by the faet that
it was due to the sction of our own country in 1878,

The insurrection of 1@05 whan the shoecking massacres
‘and burning of villages which followed it seemed to me
almost intolerable, and my holiday at iiumbie in August
of that year was occupied in attempting to rouse a
useful pressure on the &evernment'éhrough'tha columns
of the Times, |

The Balkan Committee was assisted to aetivity by
Mr., Bryce, and we were intensely busy from the end of
august, e seocured a big room in Adelphi Terrace in
the house of Bernard sShaw, and there overlooking the

river we concerted measures and produced leaflets
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which seecured public notice both here and abroad in
2 measure out of proportion to our diminutive numbers.

Through Barnett we secured a splendid secretary in
Arthur Moore, and I have & quite thrilling recollestion
of lovely days of September weather (I haa never been
in London in September before) in intense efforts ini
whieh Brailsford, Nevingon, and C.R.B. were conspicuous,
The exhilasatdnn of fervent work afforded a pleasure
which contrasted with the melancholy objects of our
ambition. That autumn I got leave to take ﬁare time
off from the Brewery, and spent the most of my evenings
making speeches up and down the country. There was also
a lot %o do in seeing politieians, and especially Lord
lansdowne, the Foreign Secretary, who by a stroke of
luck was extremely sympethetie; though by no means of
a Gladstonian humenitarian type, he was anxious to see
reform, and in approaching the Powers who jointly could
press the Sulten he wanted to be able %o point %o strong
publie feeling in Great Britaine This was the more
gratifying to.us when his cousin, Bishop Gore, told us
that Lansdowne was in reality a notable eyniec in such
matters.

~ In the winter Hugh Law and I %ook Leland to the

Balkans, and visited the region devastated by the Turks
near the Black Sea, where in villages of which only one
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or two houses remained under the deep January snow,
we found ehildren cowering and hiding themselves from
the Turkish soldiers who escorted us.

A% aﬁriaﬁnpla, where on® left the railway, the Turks
refused to léﬁ us leave the town, and we persuaded the
Greek Consul to help us to give them the slip, and &t -early
dawn set off 1n‘ene,af tha little carriages which were
then the only means of Balkan travel. We had reached the
place we deaired, and were 8etting.some lunch round a tiny stove
whieh*waa'thawing'ear frozen limbs, when suddenly there
burst in the Governor's éearatary, whom we had deluded,
and who had pursued us on learning or our departure.

The poor man had a terrible toothache and was bandaged
round his swollen face, and,suffering as he was from a
| tailnra»to nrevent our journey which may well have led
to his dismissal from office, his figure was as pitiable
as it was comle. Hugh Law's Memoirs no doubt make better
play with this incident than I have done, I suffer as
a recounter from a lack of dramatie éenas, and the most
hempering inhibition in regard to tr&ﬁhu

During the succeeding ten years I spent almost
every autumn holiday in the Balkans, except when
prevented by rarliamentary Sessions or elections.
The first five of these years saw the gradual
installation of the International Gendarmerie, and our
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travels were assisted by the presence of officers,
British, austrian, French and Italian, according to
 their several districts, who,having no authority,were
mainly employed in recording the outrages, which resulted
not only from the habits of the Turks, but from the i
murderous activities of armed bands from the neighbouring
states; each of whom was hoping to inherit the land on
‘the demise of the sick man, @he chief sufferers were

the Bulgarians, against whom the Greeks and Serbs wure
assisted by the Turks, because Bulgarian elaims were
naturally strongest, and the Turks only feared attack
from Bulgariaj so the unfortunate Bulgarian villages
Were rendered powerless to resist the hlaeathirsky‘bands,
among whom the Greeks probably ook the prize for atroecity.
On one oceasion, when at Monastir, we came on one of
these typieal disasters; a large and prosperous village
called Smilevo had been suddenly attacked by a Gresk

band on a Sunday morning, lieny had been killed, and we
found the wounded still in the gala peasant dress which
they wear on Sundays. They had no medieal aid, because
the Turks did not allow it %o reach them. It was a
@1ti&bia seena, but nothing eame of sueh episodes except
an addition to the butcher's bill,

My companions in the Balkans on my various journeys

ineluded Rollo lieyer, Ceecll Harris, Noel Farrar, Hugh Lew,
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Leland (who surpassed us all by going with a Bulgarian
band smuggling rifles across the frontier, and should
properly have met his death from a Turkish frontier

guard's bullet.) ,

In 1906 I had a specially interesting tour with
. Vo do Bunsen and Lothar, and Rosslyn Bruce. Rosslyn
and I came back by Berlin, and sew a good deal of Sir
Frank ﬁaseellaa, who was then Ambassador. He was a
delightful and sympathetic person, and believed that
England could get on with Germany. He was intiméte with
 thaxKa1sor, who had réeen%ly been sitting on the ambassadort's
bed when laid up with a cold. I asked him if the Kaiser
would be interested in rutting a stop to the butechery
in the Balkans. I had with me many photographs taken by
gendarmerie officers,of the dead vietims, and I said the
Kaiser might be stirred up by these. Lascelles replied
that not only would the Kaiser do nothing about it, but
suoh things would not interest him in the least.

In 1907 C.R.B. and I took charlie Masterman, and
on the way back we interviewed the famous Austrian
Poreign Minister, Aehrenthal, in the Hofburg at Vienna.
We spoke to him of Grey's concern for reform in Turkey,
and he replied "Nothing will happen, your Sir Grey is a
man of peace, he catches little fishes". It was on this
journey that we first got evidence of any sign of
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&ius&%iaﬁaetian'wi%h the Sultan's regime on ﬁha part of
Purkish officials, To my smazement one evening a Turkish
loeal governor, taking 811 precaution against being
overheard, began to ﬁalk what seemed such rank treason
that I thought 1t was merely planned to drag us into
statements whilch he would repart $o his superiors.
it was, however, & genuine sign of the discontent whiech
suddenly revealed itself in the Young purk revolt of 1908,
It wae a movement of the active young men of Turkey to save
thair country from foreign dominstion, whieh thay_tearsﬁ
would result from the incompetense of 2bdul Hamid, :
We were more than seeptiocal of the capacity of the
purdish mind to assimilate civilized ideas, but the
Young Turks had anawug% and quickly made friends with
the rebel bands hitherto fighting agﬁiaat the Sultan, so
that the former poliocy of oontrol quickly lost 1%s
authority. We sent od the s1kans Committee Secretary
and he, deeply moved by what e saw of the Young Turks,
expressed himself with an enthusiasm which almost
comnitted us to supporting their sause. bBut at the seame
time most of us favoured caution, and Sir arthur vvans
and I went to see Sir sdward Grey, and urged upon him
that he should oppose the withdrawal of the gendarmerie

officers. The officers were, however, soon withdrawn
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and for a time the rival forces made open friendship.
' The question of reform was soon obseured by the
international dangers which took its place. Grey's
great concern was with Oerman antagonism to England.
With war in view, he had to cultivate Russia, and
therefore,when Austria-~Hungary seized the opportunity
of furkay'a'waakne#s to annex Bosnia, he camé out as
& bittor eritie of Austrien policy. Russia protested
and supported the indignant Serbs. Austrian troops
were massed on the Serbian frontier, occupying the
island in the Danube close %o ﬁaigraaaa Just at vhia
moment the Balkan Committee, having been invited by the
Young ?nrks to send a deputation to Constantinople, were
passing through Belgrade end stopping en route. BEurope
was full of alarms, and the Austrians persuaded themselves
that we‘warﬁ secretly & British Delegation stirring up
the Serbs.

| This was not merely journalistie talk, as appeared
long afterwards by the Foreign Office published records,
showing the alarms of Austrian diplomaey. we escaped
from the unwelcome publieity of this side of European
polities and hurried on to meet the Young Turks. Our
time at Constantinople was highly pieturesque, involving
bangquete and plays at the theatre when we witnessed the

ovation to Enver, the chief national hero, and were
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entertained by the aged Grand Vizier at the instance of
the Young Turks. These genilemen, who wade themselves
most agreeable, were determined to use us in cultivating
wmm ovinion againet the Sultan. After the mmm,

foml Mnma at wosque of the $a3.m, the scheme
took startling form. #e were suddenly requestsd to meed
the Red Sultan himself. I% mm have been diffiocult
and rude to refuse, but before accepting I insisted on
gonsulting the eminent leader of the Bribish community,
Sir Bdwin Pears. He ummmﬂm oame with us. The
1i%tle mon with bis hook nose, in a frock coat, rwmiwd
us in the menner depicted inm the "Illustrated london Hews"
and was duly humiliated in the eyes of the Turkish publie,
as the Young Turks desired, by being compelled, at their
instance, to receive the very people who hed dencunced
kis erimes, as the Turkish Ffublie well knew, This was
all part of the plam whioch ultimately led to the Sultan's
énsethont ot Salontka,and the triumph of the Young Turks
which lasted till after the war.

British diplomsey was mot in sympathy with
mmi*w&%im Young Turke, but though our smbassador, Sir
Gorald Lowther, was aware of this he was formally kind,
offered us the use of the Embassy pleasure boats and
entertained us in our large numbers at dinner, After
the ladies had left a pioturesque e: isode occurred.
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sir Arthur Tvans, as & world famous archaeologist
soncerned with the Near fast, was naturally the person
for 8ir Gerald to pay attention %o, ﬁn‘k he devoted
himself to & young man who had come out to tout for
srders on behalf of one of the British armament firms.
fvans was not prepared to be belittled, and to my
astonishment suddenly rose, shook the ambassador's hand
without & word, and left the house.

The only person ki the Embassy who knew ﬁry much
was Fitzmaurice, the permanent expert,with whom we made
great friends, and whose wammgk against i:enwina the
Young ‘Turks as capable of eivilization were followed by
our Poreign 0ffice, and we ourselves attempted as rriaaa’ly
eritics to moderate their chauvinistic attitude to non-
Murks of Burope and also of Armenia. In the succeeding
period I tried to get Grey to see that the Young Turks
had come %o stay, and that we might influence them % 4
we were friendly. The plan was partially adopted, and
siy Ernest Cassell induced to found a British Bank, %o
whiech Henry Babvington Smith was appointed rHead, but we
nad ohilled the Young Turke in the early days when all
their sympathies were British, and we had thrown them
into the arms of Germany, whose powerful Ambassador soon
became SUpPreme.
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Things drifted on till the world was again taken by
surprise in 1912. Our e§d friend, Bourchier of the ?iksa
had engineered a compromise between Serbs and Bﬁlgara,
and the result was the attack of these Powers together
with Greece on Turkey in 1912, 0f course no Balken army
had any kind of Red Cross eqniyménﬁ, and we started the
sacedonian Balkan Relief Tund in order to send out help.
Harold and I went out in Oetober. | |

Friends of Balkan liberation lived in deep snxietly

when the little states faced a great 'mpire. B3But
Bulgaria astonished the world by beating the Turks in
pitbhed battle at Iule and Burgas. When Harold and I
got out to Sofia the main danger wes passed. General
Savoff was moving %o near the battlefield, and we were
flattered by being invited to go with him. Before we ”
set off, we fixed up arrangements for the women's Convoy
gorpe, the ambulance unit organized in London by mrs,
stobart, and extremely keen to do vractieal, work for the
first time. A member of the Bulgarian staff, a major,
was attached to us, and whoen we stonped for the night he
was especislly useful in éampelling some peasant family
to take us in. at the front the villages had been burnt
in the advanee, and smoke was still rising from some of
them. AS a rule, when we looked into the remains of the

nouses, we found still lying about the household utensils,
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wooden spoons and rough pottery., Starved dogs slunk
off, and spent eartri@gas bel0nging to aneient forms
of breech-loading rifles were strewn about. You could
pieture the Turkish peasant who would not or could not
get away with the Turkish army, using his last shot at
a Bulg?a.r before he himself was shot down. wost of the
peasants had retired as best thay could, losing all
their belongings, and hundreds died of cholera outside
Constantinople, where nobody was efficient enough %o
organize relief,

Harold and I were called on suddenly to help the
wounded, who began to arrive from the dressing-stations
at the front, and the poor chaps had been loaded on to
farm carts, which hed no springs. so the agonies endured
mst have been frightful. Our job was Vo help the few
aipa:# hospital orderlies wﬁo were trying to cope with
the wounded with utterly inadequate resources. iven we,
who had no experience, added sertainly to the work done.
The men hobbled or were carried into the intolerably
stuffy room where we did our best, h@ping that some at
least of our bandages would remain in position. I wrote
an article about this exverience, which is included in
my book "With the Bulgarian Staff®, 1 thought it anm
opportunity to make some people realize whet war means
in regard to the wounded. It is & pecullar feature
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of war that this ghestly side of it is wholly concealed
from public thought and almost entirely forgotten.
Anvhow we learnt s@mething abaut'ban&agiag and realized
better the wisdom of the Duke of Wellington when he
gaid that war is Hell.

mMeanwhile really fine work was being done by the
Women's Convoy Corps, for whiech I was responsible.

They had taken a fortnight in the bulloeck e&fta provided
for them to travel the distance that we had ridden in
two days, and they had eamped every night in the open.
They were full of zeal amd got to work far quicker than
the srlendidly equipped unit of the British ked Cross, '
whiech was also an invariable help in the desverate
situation.

‘when the armistice was signed and the London
conference took place, it was delightful to bring my
parents into the Balkan world. The delegates of the
three States came to Christmas dinner at Princes Gate,
afd ons felt havpy that the Turks at all ev@nts had
sessed to persecute Huropean populations, but King
Yerdinand had spoilt the game by his ambition to be
erowned at Constentinople. Wasting his forces in
Thrace, and far from Bulgaria, he had allowed the Serbs,
and especially the Greeks, to forestall him in the
eountry which Bulgaria should have ruled. The result
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was grievous, The Serbs, encouraged by Russia,
betrayed the agreement they had made %o divide the
Macedonian country, and the Bulgarians finally attacked
them, The Bulgars were conscious of thelr military
prowess and unduly despised the Serbs. ‘

on the Terrace of the House of Commons in June 1913
I entertained their delegate and 1mplara&_him to report
that Bulgeria would lese British sympathy if she used
force. His confident pride alarmed me. Bulgaria was
beaten; the Roumanisns stabbed them in the back; they
were deprived of more than § quarter of their porulation,
and the seeds of future war were sown byAtha unjust
settlement of the Treaty of Bucharest. That settlement
was partly responsibls for the Great war, which began a
year later. Bulgaria was ready to ally herself with
any power which might recover her rights, and thas gave
vast encouragement to Germaen prospecis of successfully
ereating the route to the Basi which she had so long
coveted.

shen the war began, Bulgaria was aceordingly under
a premier and a king who represented the Anti-Allied
side. But ovinion was markedly divided, traditionmal
sympathies being with Russia, and also with Zngland.
puring August it was suggested in the Cabinet that 1
should be sent to Bulgaria, and so came about the
events which are recorded in the notes compiled by Mother.
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_' éh« two ¥inisters who were keen on eultivating
Bal@ria, and therefore on my being sent, were Lloyd
werga and Churebill. On receipt of & wire from
Mastermen L I raged back from Scotland and found that
LG+ wanted %o see me at walﬁen Heaths C.R«B. and I
had the eveanlng there, and the end of varieus interviews
wes a letter to me, authorizing me to pledge the |
freasury to loums of any extent %O Balkan States.

iv sounded informal, but it was essentially sound,
because Ferdinand wanted money for himself and we might
have iitarally bought Bulgarian aid. Put of course I
had to show the letter ‘o Grey, a_mi he suppressed it.
He asked me 10 g0 unofficially, but gowoperating with
iegations and wirlng through them, Church#ll did what
he eould by naval transport, and by writing an eloquent
letter of appe:l to the Balken States. 1 %old Grey 4
did no% belleve the tri.ak conld be done without official
aubliority, because 1t was a matter of territory whieb
Bulgaria mus® Leve 1f we were to prevent her giving
Germany the help which woul§ meke a vast difference %0
the ware. 1 doubted the use of going without that, but
finally agreed to g0. 1 persuaded C.R.B. to gome, but
I would mot have done so if T had foreseen that he
would be shot through the lungs.

It wus & nighly dramatic moment, The @ema

were far into France. varis was expected to fall,
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., and the British Embassy were packing up for Bordeaux.
fha Paris Lymns»étaﬁien was barricaded, in case of a
sudden stampede of the frightened Q@ﬁﬂl&ﬁiﬂﬁ to get
away. from the enemy. The train was so erowded that
%o get & rest one lay om the ground, in the corridor,
taking it in turns to find space to do so. Our
luggage had to provide for a possible long gsrell, but
there wﬁs noe porter to help earry it. We got at last
%o Brindisi, where Churehill was to send a warship
for us. The British Consul at last got a wireless
nessage that H.M.8. Hussar, which was lying off the
port, was unsble to approash the harbour for fear of
being interned. There were no signs of the shipe.
She lay in faet so far out, that seeing nothing of
her, we despaired of finding her for a long while,
Howsver, she appeared on the horizon at last, and

it was 2 curious contrast to the hardship mf our
upassisted Journey to be roceived with formal honours
by %&9_1arga sompany of naval officers, and an

' gntire warship to ourselves.

. The Captain's orders were to go full steam
ahead to Salonika, but 2 problem arose when one of
the orew was so 11l that it was desirable to put
him off et %he Pireas. We strongly supported the
plan, but the Captain decided %o stiek to his orders
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and pushed on, In spite of 2 bad storm, in whiech
the whole ship seemed to writhe when the‘prupellqrs.
wére 11fted above the sea and raced wmadly, the men
happily susvived,

Tiow %o proceed when I got to Sofla was & prehlamm_,
The Government was pro-Gorman, but the Opposition
included the most prominent politicians and was strong in i
the countrys I could see nuinlsters, tut it was
gifricult to reach Pablie Opinion. A police aammi&nian
was sent to me, to tell me of the embargo on any
political utteronce. { therefore had to be careful
and deliver my message through the English Speaking
Assoeiatlon. But gvery@ne\knaw'what i stood r&r;‘
on the other hand tﬁay could not gstimate quite how
far I represmated the Britiah Government. The chief
evidence tonsisted of the faet hat I had beer. sent
to the Balkans in @ British war ship. It was &
pleturesqgue situatien at the Diplomatic Club, where
we used to lunch; the German diplomats were in evidence,
their staff being far more numerous than the British.
Our ministar, viax Ironside, 108t no opnortunity of
showing anti-Bulgarien views; He hated my coming at
alle Being ordered to send my messages to the Foreign
Grfiae by the official channels, lie relieved his |

feelings by denouncing Bulgarie when we were dining
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with him, enabling the servants to make known thet he
allunded to Bulgarians in generasl es uthose savages®.
There was more %o he done with the ministers of the two
eaﬁntrias which Gray had to work with, France and russia,
and it transpired long sfterwerds that they had sent home
very sound oplnions following on our disoussions, when
it seemed that there wes no more to be done for a time
at Sofia, we thought 1% best to make an end of our
public position by going eway %O peharest; and among
other things %o do there I thought I iiﬁigm see old King
garol, as 1 knew Quesn Elizabeth, ehs heing a friend
af our cousin, Hilda peighmann, end she had enﬁervainaa
Loland and me at home in the Rhineland in 1904, She
asked us.out %o the palace in the country, and we had &
long talk over tea. ghe and the ¥ing were known %0 be
yery pro-German, bulb the Government was opposed, We
left the paiaae about & o'clock, and the next morning
we heard that the Xing nad die@ in the night. 1% has
beon many bimes stated by Germen writers that obviously
he died because I puts poison in his tea. We went back
to Bucharest, and a few days later oaaurreﬁ‘%ha funeral
of the King. The strects were erﬁmmﬁé with people, and
a dense crowd filled the Square outside our hotel.
we were going that afternoon to see a great farm Tun

by & Bulgerian panker friend. e had just gotb into the
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" open car, I being on the right hand of the rear seat,
when, above the dim of the crowd, 1 heard G,R;B."
suddenly ery to me "Lock out, we are being shot™s I
then saw on my right abodt three fest off a man blazing
at me, He had fired about six skois, and 1L remember
feeling how ecould he 'pegsimy miss, and just then the
driver knocked hiwm down. i felt mo injury but saw that

I was covered with blood. OChariie said "I am hurt,let
us go to the hotel¥, It was only a few yards off, and
Wwe went straight to our bedroom ah&‘éat_én'ta the beds.
He had been shot right virough the body, tie bulleh
passing through his lungs. i had only & broken jaw,

The room was Tilled iﬁ & few minutes by an interested
erowd, and shortly the Britisk Minister, wuo happanga to
be our cousin, George Barelay, appesred in fthe fulle
dress uniform that he wore at the funerel. There

geemed %o be no way of elearing the room, as I eould
only mumble. lLuckily Bourecuier soon appeared, as |
C.ReBa's 1life was in danger, and fresh alr was luperative.
But $hings were not much better as Bourchler was deaf,
but I managed to write on & vi% of paper "Clear the room"
and this he did, ouly impeded by two -ollcemen dragging
in the assassin, demending $hat I should identify the
men. later on the leading doctor of Bucharest come and

L
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we were removed that night to the hospitel. If further
detalls are Msw, they are in =y volume "Pravels and
W&iwm when we revovered we visited the prisoner,
and hoad an intercsting talk., e bad been a stmaﬁ in
Paris und was very glad to get.some books which we took him
on ancther visit, I esked hin if he sbill wished to kill
me, nnd handed bim my revoiver (oarefully unlosded), He

said "I meent %0 kill you, but not your brother", so I was

flatterad.

Returning bome and stopping in Pards, we sow %imm/
w1, afferwards so famous &t the Peage Gonference,
where he was known as“the Piger. He 4id as mwh as anyone
I know %o spoil the peace and produce the second war. In
london I hed separate talks with nearly all the Cabinet;
and I twought L.Gs into contaed with the Bulgarian Minister
in Londons 9wice L.G. got we to give dinners at the savey
Hotel, und ot one moment he coumitted himself to what was
necesnary in telk with the Bulgarien Minister; but Grey
sgain intorvened snd the matter dragged on. The Cabinet
weye being influenced by the opposite school of thousht,
whioch had the supproyt of the Tlery Mrs, Fankimrst of
suffrage fume, who roused sympashy for gallent little serbia
and her rights 1o olaim as she 1liked for any Balkan tervitory.
This conflicted with the rational poliey of an'ding for
Bulgerta, and helped to delay a seasible policy which Grey

RS il
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adopted too late, seven months after I had urged it

on him. Another obstacle was the hostile influence of
our Minister at Sofia, who was violently anti-Bulgarian.
It was not until the summer that Grey saw that I had
been right, and removed him., The die had then been
cast. Bulgaria joined Germany, furnishing she gangway
to Turkey, which probably prolonged the war by iwo years.
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W f. 2R £ K‘ﬁ l{ g ﬁ

ki bt @%rhaes 1 should notznave done so if L had not

given up shootlng.énl am afrald my love of that sport
g |7V ;’L \f’ AR AN
would have kept me at home, but the Balkans furnished

a field for real rough travel with the chance of
adventure Wlthln tnree days of London, and 1 considerés

{fﬂ"g '! g QF%* vr"';w & W
that, -in.those~days, 5aLkan travel waswfar superior-to

& e
ordinary-bame—sport, an& deserved tﬁfﬁ%ﬁﬂ&%4¥f sport"
£ 4 ad Sy S
nore. £iily. jfﬁhn } A wﬁ & Qlawvd ~§<

The fact that I became publicly connected with
the Balkans was due to the chance that, in forming the
balkan Gommittee,’we happened on a problem which roused

intense interest/in the politicians of 951 Europe because
of the prospect of European war arising from the rival

{k ol ¢ g{»& ‘;ﬁ fwy,ul :
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not imagine that

ambitions of Austria-Hungary and Bussi&ﬁ' The diplomats
of those countries and of Germany coulq/

any Britisher could be active about ﬁalkan affairs unless

he were the agent of his Government, amd as Lord GUrey said:
o WA oWy
#It was much easier in diplomacy to tell the truth than f@%&vmé%pm
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gb I was regarded as a pro-sulgarian and consequ%ptly held

,gf,?‘ M{:L««@ﬁél ¢

in horror by the néighbourin nations who 2
i ) SHiy ke g i

the possession of macedonla;D

e S /
T

C:fln Greece, the rimes corre5pondent Bourchier,
B A e T
was aﬁﬁp*held in execratlgg, andVburnt in effigy. ‘the
name Buxton, spelt by the Greeks WMPOUKASTONU“ became
a gsgﬁine title for all those,who sympathized with the ;
oq§&§ﬁ§ claim of the ﬁulgarsf subsequently wh§%1§;§ce
went to Macedonia, the ureeg‘public denounced this
famous man as being a buxt¢£. 1t was akl because, after
the population of macedonﬂg had been thrust back under
the Turks in 1878, nobodthad taken notice of their cruel
/fate until the palkan bohmlttee was formed. MNaturally,
: when there was a revolt;agalnst the Turks in 1903, we

organized relief, §Q aimirably carried out by prailsford,

nNevinson, Iady thompson and others. where was keen

gratitude, and 1 was glwayy moved by this feeling on the



s

147

part of the Bulgars, in whom it went with an attractive
reserve, as compared with the spluttering effusion of
ﬁgké neighbouring peoples. L
4 quite false impression of my 1mbortance was created

by that sort of chance. In 1903 the 1imes was much on
our line, owing to its famous corrgiyondent, Bourchier,
being so keen. 1%t gave égigiﬁﬁﬁﬁig&hen, being not yet
in rarliament, and in the stage of/éspiring to get my
letter about the insurrection priq&ed at all, the Times
leading article svoke of the two échools of thought,
one represented by the Prime ﬂinﬁster, palfour, and the
other by me. _ f

My letter about the 1nsurr¢ctlon and massacres had

/
another valuable effect., 1% encouraged rhillip rowell,

rad . oo A I fﬁ”
who wme%e for the flmeSwéﬂ the pBalkans, to write in the
same strain, and led to hls adqulsitlon as a great friend.
. Lord Lansdowne, the Forelgn secretary, was Very
friendly to our_agitation, %%g his influence on the other
_members of the voncert of uufope was partly based on the
fact that sritish public opénion was deeply roused.

the result of his efforts W#s the system of international

Gendarmerie, with dﬁ§tg;p§7 allotted to the officers of
different states. / 6’ %

A climax arrived When war began in 1914. L;:\;ZZ;EFM

cabinet, instigated by masterman, debated whether to ideigf
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expected to fall getting into the uare de Lyons when it
was barricaded against the expected rush of Tefugees.
Fodl 1the reut:ord of this journey is prov1d7sed by ‘che black

book of nqtes whieh mother compiled (fr/gx{ our records;
LB,

and a good survey of my Balkan

i

e S e )

appears in Evans' Yj

book, { Foreign Pollcy from a Baok bench"i
oo

Evans' book glves a good review of my nalkan ?

act1v1tles, and heTe . had bester record some more
personal asrects of the work of the Balkan committee.
#hen 1 first became acquainted with the pitiable

condltion of the macedonlan peoples I was intensely

moved Dby { ,,, suffering(and by the fact that

Cy {
jfue to the getion of our own country, ‘L;; 18'78. o &

s e 9 atoral Y, *r”““ &ro ﬁt‘ 4 Am
+he insurrection off 1 UZ M +he shoel ing méssacres G,?

i#*’*ﬁ
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£,
e

and burning of villages Whlch followed it, seemed to me

Mﬁiww” £ g‘?

ie, ‘and my holiday at rumbie in Augusdt

of that year was occupied in attempting to rouse &

uhgm pres.sure on the Government through the columns

of the vimes. bew! ,{?f »uwi w vneled u ij,z,
The palkan uommltte/Awas asslsted to activity by

ur. sryce, and we were intensely busy from the end of

august. we secured a big room in adelphi ‘I‘érrace in

the house of 5ernard oha%, and there ‘overlooklng the

B aird “hased Mg
r;,,efi wmevass:uea:es and produced leaflets

rivex}' we e



which secured public notice both here and abroad in

oJ;Q

a measure out of ortion to our diminutive numbers.

o

Lhrougﬁfﬁéfnett we secured a splendid secretary in

Arthur Moore, and i1 have a %gjﬁe thrilling recollection

o
)ﬁ intense efzorts iﬁ»
4 ﬁ"‘" J

% é/f f‘, a__;‘:" x*a&l . "‘,}M }
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.R Be ‘were consplcuous @fwx chsa

which contrasted with thegm -
ambition. That autumn I got leave to take more time

off from:the prewery, and spent qéé most of my évenings

‘making speeches up and down the country. <There was also

'a lot to do in seeing politicians, and especially Lord

Lansdowne, the Foreign Secretary, who by a stroke of

luck was extremely symnatheticg’ggough by no means og

a Gladstonign humanitarlan type, he was anxious to see
w Mfu AASLA \aros

refor?? and in approachlng the Powers who jointly could

press the sultan he wanted to be able to point to strong

public feeling in ureat ﬁrltalnu +his was the more ,

- gratifying to us when his cous1n, Blshop wore, told us

that Lansdowne was in reallty;% noz/ble cynlcdgn such

matters. %

s the winter Hugh Lew and I took Leland to the

palkans, and visited the region devastated by the Turks

near the Black sea, where in villages of which only one
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or two houses remained under the deep January snow,
we found childrenveowégggé{and hiding themselves from
the turkish soldiers who escorted us.

At adrianople, where one left the railway, the iurks
refused to let us leave the town, and we persuaded the
ureek vonsul to help us to give them the slip, @4dﬁ6$f§§rly
dawéféét Off in one of the little carriages which were
then the only means of Balkan travel. We had reached the
place we desired, and were 89tting.spmeclunch round.a-tiny store
which was thawing our fszen limbs, when suddenly there
burst in the vovernor's secretary, whom we had @eluded,
and who had pursued us on learning of our departure.
the pobr man had a terrible toothache andgzzi bandaged
round his swollen face, %#ﬁﬂgﬁffering as hg&was from a
failure to prevent our journey which may well have led
to his dismissal from office, hissfigﬁﬁzwﬁgs as pitiable

. as it was comic.):gugh Law's Memoirs no doubt make better

@M Y f%§
play\ ith this inciden xphan I have donex\\;nsuffer as

ngk”a recounter from a lack o] dramaﬁic sense, d the most
hampering i “bltlon in ri;:>ﬂ¢éo trut#:] _ i
During the Succeeding ten years I spent almost
every autumn holiday in the balkans, except when
brevented by Parliamentary Sessions or elections.
the first five of these years saw the gradual

installation of the International uendarmerie, and our

Hugh Law's Memoirs no doubt make better play with incident
than I have dohe. I suffer as a redounter frou a lack of
dramatio sense, and the most hampering inhibition in regard
to truth,
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travels were assisted by the presence of officers,
Brltish Austrlan, French and ltalian, according to ' j
i Wef’? EN ‘L»f“’ iw

their several districts, wbﬁ;k£v1ng no autnorlty;were
mainly employed in recording pyé outréges¢9Aﬁ§§h resulted
not only from the habits of the Turks, but from the
murderous activities of armed bands from the neighbouring
states, each of hom'qu hopln to inherit the land on

¢ Aol A Baft~ Ak Soade e Nntb
the demise of"the 310% manﬁ ihe chief sufferers were

A

the bulgaf%ﬁks, against whom the Greeks and serbs were
a331sted by the lurks, because pulgarian claims were '
naturally strongest, and the uurks only feared attack
from Bulgaria; so the unfortunate pulgarian v1llages
were rendered powerless to re31st the bloodthlrsty bands,
among whom the Greeks probably took the prize for atrocity.
////fénfgﬁé:géé;g;an, when at Monastir, we came on one of
these typical disasters; a large and prosperous village
called smilevo had been suddenly attacked by a Greek
band on a Sunday morning. many had been killed, and we
found the wounded still in the gala peasant dress which
' they wear on sSundays. They had no medioal‘aid, because
the Tﬁrks did not allow'it to reach them. It was a
pitiable scene, but notnlng came of such eplsodes except

# bugh © 1 eafhs ¢ L
&, o > ¢ e
an addltlon toﬁthe butcher s bllf{ 5

My companions 1n.ghe balkgns on my various journeys

Wmm*z Al | W |
included, kollo ueyer, tecil sarris, I Noel aarr@r%/ﬂugh Law,¢;
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Leland;fﬁho surpassed %s all;by going with a sulgarian
band,smuggling rifles gg;ggsﬁ?iﬁf%@ﬁ%@@er, and should
properly have met his death from a rurkish frontier
guard's bullet.}w
In 1906 I.had é speciaily interesting tour with
ﬁf?gg Bunseq;&ﬁggégih&f, and Rosslyn bruce. Rosslyn
and I came back by Berlin, and saw a good deal of sir
#rank lascelles, who was then Ambassador. He was a
delightful and sympathetic person, and believed that
England could get on with Germany. He was intimé&te with
the haisgr, whl had recently been sitting on the smbassador's
bed Whenﬁga;d zﬁngﬁﬁga cold. L asked him if the Kaiser
would be interested in nutting a stop to the butchery
in the palkans. L had with me many photographs taken by
gendarmerie officers,of the dead vietims, and L said the
Kaiser might bé stirred 9§ by these. ILascelles replied
“that not only would the Kaiser do nothing about it, but fi%ﬁw
A NPT prvnlgl AT LT taAren
such thingiﬂugg&%«m@$w&ﬂ%ereet him in the leas®.
in 1907 C.K.B. and I took tCharlie Masterman, and
on the way back we interviewed the famous austrian
Foreign minister, Aehrenthal, in the Hofburg at Vienna.
We spoke to him of Grey's concern for reform in ‘turkey,
and he replied "Nothing will happen, your Sir Grey is a
man of peace, he catches 1ittle fishes". It was on this

journey that we first got evidence of any sign of
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5
dissatisfaction with the Sultan5s regime on the part of.
Turkish officials. To my amazement one evening a Turkish
local governor, taking all precaution against being
overheard, began 1O talk what seemed such rank treason
that L thought it was merely planned tozéiggﬁis into
statements which he would report %o his superilors.

it was, however, & genuine sign of the discontent which
suddenly revealed ijtself in the ¥oung yurk revolt of 1908.
1t was & movement of the active young men of rurkey %o save
their country from foreign domination, which they ‘feared
would result from the incompetence of 2bdul Hamid,

We were more than sceptical of the capacity of the
Tunkish'mind to assimilate civilized ideas, but the

Young Turks had @ggfgg} and quickly made friends with
the rebel bands hitherto fighting against the wultan,.a!‘
thathhevarmeﬁmggiggyﬁefw@@n&ggkwqufﬁkTyWT8QWMFM?
auskorTty. we sent vt the 5ﬁlkanj~Committee secretary
and he, deepl¥ moved by what he saw of the ioung Lurks,
expressed himself with an enthusiasm which almost
committed us ©O sunporting their cause. out at the same
time most of us favoured caution, and sir arthur nvans
and L went to see sir smdward Grey, aqrd urgegd upon him
that he should oppose the withdrawal of the uendarmerie

officers. The officers were, however, soon withdrawn



and for a time the rival forces made open friendship,

The question of reform was soon obscured b& the
international dangers which took its place. Grey's
great concern was with Gerﬁan antagonism to England.
With war in view, he had to cultivate Russia, and
therefore,when Austria-Hungary seized the opportunity
of ‘rurkey's weakness to annex sosnia, he came out as
a bitter critic of Austrian poliecy. Russia protested ééka,
and supported the indignant Serbs. Austrian troops
were massed on the 5erbian-frontier, occupying the
island 1n the Danube close to Belgrade. f?ﬁst at this
momenﬁﬁfﬁ; Balkan Committee, having been invited by the
Young Turks to send a deputation to Constantinople, were
passing through Belgrade and stopping en route. murope
was full of alarms, and the Austrians persuaded themselves
that we Were secr?tly a Brltlshéfelegatlo stlrrﬁno up

¥ e ef‘ B tanit i 4 % e {6 Qpﬁsﬂ%""*-ﬁ
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sheu;ﬁgwehewﬁtﬁrms*e€}Aus%rlan ﬁipldmacy. e escaped

Ln,. & B ARG

from the u dadtsx of thls;S&@Q of Buropean

politics and hurried on %o meet the Young Turks. our
ti at Constantinople was highly picturesque, involving

{ﬁ)&‘ 3 ;ng.m~“%£~’€r X
banaue S) and plays at the theatre whex we witnessed tﬁé L2

ovation to Enber, the chief national hero, and were



entertained by the aged Grand Vizier at the instance of
the Young Turks. These gentlemen, who made themselves
most agreeable, were determined to use us in cultivating
public opinion against the Sultan. After the sélémlik,
or formal attendance at mosque of the Sultan, the scheme
took startling form. we were suddenly requested to meet
the Red Sultan himself. 1t would have been difficult
_and rude to refuse, but before accepting I insisted on

consulting the eminent leader of the Brisish community,
1% et widred @ Hoama

°  Sir mEdwin Pears. He approved and came with us.,,Ehe
A éz’éwﬁ; kb Pe D ot b s e ﬂw’"' “Wj;“

with his -oékﬂ%ose, in a frock coat, received Lekfan

A Fmls . {
us in—the-mes &”4&&&@$edmlgw&hswaf%TwsﬁﬁWW&%QMW@@ﬁWﬂEWB“

and was éu&y humiliated in the eyes of the Turkish Public,,
Ue. o by K %ﬁﬂ:ﬁé;ﬂlkw
&swxhemxeungwmu%k&wéeswred, Dy-being comnelle%k a etr
Lnstance, to receive the very people who had denounced
his crimes, as the Turkish rublic well knew. This was
all part of tne plan which ultimately led tq the Sultan's
WNag et
_.eaterment at Salonika, and_the trlumph of the Young Turks, |
which lasted till after @g} war. ’
British diplomacy was not in sympathy with J”VL
cultivating roung Turks, but though our smbassador, 8ir

ettty oiaral ,
Gerald Lowther, was aware of this he was fo i

offered us the use of the xmbassy pleasure boats and

entertained us in(gpr lar numbers at dinner. after
VA«&.«

the ladies had lefeﬁixpicturesque epiéode occurred.
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sir Arthur Zvans, as a world famous archaeologist
concerned with the Near mast, was naturally the person
for sir Gerald to pay attention to, but he devoted
himself to & young man who had come out to tout for
orders on behalf of one of the British armement firms.
Kvans was not prepared to be belittled, and to my
astonishmen?ﬁfuddenly rose, shook the ambassador's hand
without a word, and left the house.

fThe only person whc the smbassy who knew very much

was Fitzmauricé* xﬁggﬁérmanént experﬁ)with whom we made
great friends,édﬁdng;se warnings against believing the
Young Turksjggwgapable of civilization were followed by

our Foreign Uffice, oMl We ourselves attempted as friendly

s e (g«z«wﬁ-_ 45
eritics to moderate thed chauvinistic attitude to non-
e, i A

Turks of murope and also 9@ Armenials,,. 1n the succgeding
period L tried %o get Grey to see that the roung ‘furks

had come to stay, and that'wé might influence them if
Wetwefe friendly. the p;g' was partially adopted, and

sir mrnest Cassel®,induced %o found a British pank, toO
which Henry pabbington-omith was appointed éead,é%ut gﬁ%ﬁ@w%
had chilled the Young Turks in the'early‘days when all
their sympathies were ﬁrit}sh, and we had thrown them

’W‘w J «faf"‘ﬂ}f" Y 5{ &g, V:"?y. gy)@/{f%ﬁﬂgﬁﬁhﬁgﬁ;
into the arms of Germany, whose powerful AmbassadosAﬁoon

became supreme.



ithings drifted on till the world .was again taken by
surprise in 1912, Our old friendy bourchier of the wimes
had englneered a compromlse between Serbs and Bulgars,
and the result was the aé?gc%;gf these Powers, together
w1th ereecega’Q\fWhy in 1912. ﬁm}; Mo biii?afamy
had i Ked Cross equipment, gmd we [starfed the

uacedonitn Balkan Relief Fund in order to send ow¥ help.

— ey

|
Harold and I went out in Uctober, o Vanie ) fou o yf[E%?Vﬁ%wfﬂ ‘

) Friends of palkan liberation lived in-deep anxiety
when the little states faced a great zmpire. But
pulgaria astonished the world by beating the Turks in

pitbhed battle at Lule a#d surgas. When narold and 1

?’ﬁkg é}gm&m«,ﬁ S ijﬂﬁf

got out to sofia the main danger was passed;f seneral

Savoff was moving to near the battlefield and we wegre !3
WK éfz#

flattered by belng invited to go with him. Before awe-

—set - off, we fixed up arrangements for the women's Convoy

?wf
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Corps, ?pe ambulance un;t 3§gaglzep *%-&on&gﬁ by TS 3 j
4 A ta
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méifgghedwxe “*and when we stonned for the night he
IPEPE POy / A M‘}% 2
s especially useful in compelling some peasant family

to take us in. &t the front the villages had been burnt
in the advance, and gmoke was still rising from some of
them. -As~a@xule,bm£en we looked into the remains of the
houses, we found S$tifl-lyimg-abowt the household utensils,
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wooden_spoons and rough potter Tstarve ' dogs slunk

Y.
| A
off,:ﬂ@&ﬁ?pent cartridges belonging to ancient'forms

of bf&gQ§¥§§§d%qg rifle# were strewn about. You could
picture the Turkish peasante who would not or could notv
get away with the Turkish army, using his last shot at

a Bulgar before he himself was shot down. umost of the

peasants had reti ed asggift t ey could, losing all

b LS. VR W

their belongings,¢and hundreds d% Yof choler utside
%ﬂ..ut"‘{.

Gonstantinople, EWp&?e nobody was efflclent enough to

A

organlze ?6}%9%“@%%%VWYW&W@ﬂ-

kLuL&m

<ﬂ i g i e e au,mg‘a'w ﬂ‘mﬁﬂ&m”i 2 p) 5
ded{iuﬁ’ began to arrive from the dressing-stations
éTuANLm&

at the front, a4 the poor chaps had been loaded on to .
Aéyiymm4¥a$e wﬁhi»§344*va@»* “ﬂW”"”“Aikﬂ J&
farm carts, whieh--he S0 ] the agonles endqrad
2 e ,»(-A.'j o 4,_ i ,I‘w p ﬁ"
mist have been frlgl;ttful. wwmp)w
bt ittt Pe (it
expert hospital orderlles wiie were trying to cope with
[ mfﬁﬁ Atd v/ rvlarnifton ’w*‘f,,i. e
the wounded w1tn utterly inadequate resources, ﬁVen we,

who had no experience, added certainly to the work done.
1he men hobbled or were carried into ?ﬁ% intolerably
stuffy room Where we did our best hoping that some at
least of our bandages would remain in position. 41 wrote
an article about this experience, which is included in
my book “with the bulgarian otaff®, 1 thought it an
opportunity to make some people realize what war means

in regard to the wounded. it is a peculiar feature



of war that this ghastly side of it is wholly concealed
from public thought and almost entirely forgotten.
Anyhow we learnt something about bandaging and realized
better the wisdom of the Duke of Wellihgton when he
waid that war is Hell.

meanwhile really fine work was beihg done by the
Women's Convoy Corps, for Which I was responsible.
They had taken a fbrtnightgin the bullock carts provided
for them to travel the distance that we had ridden in
two days, and theyvhad camped every night in the open.

They were full ol zeal and got to Work far quicker than

Wfp
the S§1endidl“ equipped units of 42;~3;;xash ned Crossﬂémyy&a

A o

ts,alse an\lnvarlﬁ%le heln 1a%@ﬁawé@&@33&te

when the armistice was signed and the London

gonference took place, it Waggdell ntful to bring my
5” @{'Wﬁ[{ﬁﬁ v‘,ﬁ%ﬁﬁ’s
parents into the Badkan Worldﬁ 1he delegates of the

three States came to uhristmas dinner at rrinces uate,
Wt wprited oty i
1e-.felt-happy that @Ef Turksrat all event ) had

ﬂ

AR

ceased to persecute muropean populatlons,jﬁut King
#erdinand had spoilt the game by his ambition to be

crowned at Constantinople. wasting his fofces in

d/
lhra?il g far from Bulgarl%{ he had allowed the serbs,
and

y the Greeks, to forestall him in the
; Mwél
country whlch Bulgaria should have raded. The result
4
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was grievous. The Serbs, encouraged by xussia,

betrayed the agreiaegt they had made to divide the
Macedonian countrgy\ {hg sulgarians/ fips¥¥ly attacked
tnem;\liha‘BaégaxSmwnae?con301ous of tﬂelr mllltary 9¢4w134“*€f

a0 o WW
C:fowess and unduly despis@%?tﬂe berbs. MMwwwﬁﬂwﬁ “bron )

e

un the férrace of the House of Commons én June 1915>
IAsntertainedﬁ$&aér delegate and implored him to report
that Bulgaria would lose British sympathy if she used

force. His confldent pride alarmed me. Bulgarla was
§@w*» {ﬁ%* qwﬁﬂ@ ﬁﬁ%* b oy ﬁrws ﬁﬂ%ﬁ* Y b

beaten;

P2 y

were deprived of more than g quarter of thﬂir pOuulatlon*
Yottt tnan Won a.wwa@mm? % a oot i
and the seeds of future war were sgfgfﬁ& the ua@uggg

o e S

Qigttlement of the Treaty of Bucharestsf lhat settlement

e »...,..wt

was partly responsible for the Great war, which began a

year later. Bulgarla'qu readyApo ally herself w1th

houto %
any Power. which mlght Te r her rights, and th&% gave
‘Lﬂgw T Gonani Ertpasions fosadlelot
yast encouragement wsweeessﬁa&$¥

Jf@reating the route to the East which she had so long

coveted.
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when the' war began, Bulgaria was accordingly under
a premier and a king who represented the Anti-Allied
side. But opinion was markedly divided, traditional
sympathies being with xussia, and also with Zngland.

AR,
puring August it was suggested in thg bablnezﬁfhat : §

should be sent to Bulgar1a¥7:***“
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vhe two iZinisters who were keen on cultivating
Bulgaria, and therefore on my being sent, were Lloyd
George and vhurchill. Un receipt of a wire from
Masterman L raced back from Scotland and found that
L.G. wanted to see mevat Walton Heath. ¢C.H.B. and L
had the evening there, and the end of various interviews
was a lebtter to me, authorizing me to pledge the
rreasury to loans of any extent to Balkan States.
1t sounded informal, but it was essentially sound,
becauggwfggdlndnd wanted money for himself and we might

1 d ufmﬂwg B
have llterally bought Bulgar ) ald. But ‘of course I
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ik .hgmGney, and hﬁ?ﬁﬁg%ressed ik,

e asked me to go unofficially, but co-operating with

legations and wiring through them. Church#ll did what
he could by naval tfansport, and by writing an eloquent
letter of appeal to the Balkan States.f%[ Eold Grey 1
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because it was a matter of territory which

,ﬁ»'.-'\ ‘\N\J
Bulgaria must have if we were prevent herj
;L ’i »»f\ vw,;" g ol
uermanyigﬁe }&ﬁﬁlc would make a vast difference to

the war. . doubted the use of going witlout that, but

finally agreed to go,+ L persuaded ¢.R.B. to come

i w- 1d not nave‘ddﬂe so 1if I had {\Eeseen et @e
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would
It was a highly dramatic moment. <whe Germans

were far into Francei raris was expected to fall,
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. and the British Embassy were packing up for BordeauXx.,
he Paris-Lyons station was barricaded, in case of a
sudden sbampede of the frightened population tb get
away from the enemy. vhe train was sc crowded that
to get a rest one lay on the groun@r in the corridor,
taking it in turns to find space to do soO. our
R 25! “pm i | K r
luggage hedte prov1d¥%for a possible long spell, but
there was no porter to help'carry it. We got at last
to Brindisi, where churchill was to send a warship
for us. ‘vhe British Consul ab=est got a wireless
message that H.J.S. Hussar, which was lying off the
port, was unable to approach the harbour for fear of
being interned., ‘lhere were no siglitof the ship.
] (‘ 3 - ) I A @, AN W G

she lay in faet so far out, that seeing nothing of

e,

her, we desnalreqa?f finding hém”Tor a long whlle:j

However, she appeared on the horlzon at 1ast and

it was a curious contrast to tie hardship of our
unassisted journey to be received with formal honours
by thé?%é;é; zggiany of naval offlcers, éﬁ&ﬂan
ok oA Rorprread .

entlre Warship to-@u@%&&veew

The Captain's orders were to go full steam
ahead to Salonika, but a problem arose when one of
the erew was so ill that it was desirable to put
him off at fhe<§%¥§ﬁ§; We strongly supported the

plan, but the Captain decided to stick to his orders



and‘pushed'on. in spite of 2 bad storm, in which
"%he whole ship seemed toO writhe when the propellers
were lifted'above the sea and raced madly, the man
happily éusvived.

vHow to proceed when I got to sofia was & problem.
‘the Government was pro-German, but the Opposition
included the most prominent politicians and wes stréng in
the - countrye. i could see ninistefs, put it was
gifficult to reach ﬁubllc aninio?. A police commission
was sent To WS, to tell'me of_ the—emberge—on any ﬁ~v04~¥
polltlcal utterancex g therefore nad to be careful
apnd deliver my message tnrough the English Speaking
Association. But everyone knew what L stood for;
on the other‘hand they could not estimate quite how
far I represnnted the British Government. The chiéf
evidence consisted of the fact that L héd been sent
to the Balkans in a British war ship. It was &
picturesque situation at the piplomatic ¢lub, where
we used to lunch; the yerman diplomats were in evidence,
thelr staff belng far more numerous than tne brltlsh.
N Vaatn Aonde b Priodt Grace et o LAP sl sy irne \%L,f;w
: our 41nlster, Jax LTOHSlde vﬁnst no opnortunlty of
€rshowing antl-ﬁulgarlan v1@wsrﬂzﬂyﬁ;2;§ my coming at

all., Bpeing ordered tO send my‘messages to the Foreign

office by the official channels, he relieved his

feelings by denouncing pulgaria when we were dining
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with him, enabling the servants to make known that he
alluded to msulgarians in general as wth@se savages™.
fthere was more to be done with the ministers of the two
countries which Grey had to work with, France and Russia,
and it transpired long afterwérds that they had sent home
very sound opinions following on our discussions. [Egén
it seemed that there was 1o more to be done for & time
at Sofia, we thought 1% best to make an end of our
public position by going away‘to Bucharest; and}among
other things to do there 1 thought I miOht see old King
Garol, as 3 knew Queen glizabeth, sﬁé bﬁkﬁg a friend

of our cousin, Hilda Deighmann, and %Aé had entertalgeq
Leland and me atxhome n the Rhineland in 19622:%§h;w e
asked us out to the palace in the country, and we had a
long talk over tea. She and the King were kgown to be
yery pro-German, but the Government was iﬁ%;éAﬂ We
left the palace about 6 o'clock, and the next morning

we heard that the King had died in the night. 1% has
peen many times stated by German writers that obviously
he died because I put poison in his tea. jWe went back
to Buchares?t, and a few days 1ater occurred the funeral
of the King. The streets were orammed with people, and
a dense crcwd filled the bquare outside our hotel.

We were going that afternoon to see a great farm’run

;%énd. We had gust got into the

by a Bulgarian banker T
N
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adoptedﬁyoo la?z, seven
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months after I had urged it

' and removed

cast. DBulgaria joined

: as
to Turkey, whi ohj protabl
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him. The die had then been

Germany, furnlshlng the gangwa
Am%aé Aith;ZI

Aoy
y prolonged the war by two ‘years.
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Page 2404, The Inter-Allied Council.
{\; Fd : N .,

In the Debate Mr, Asquith wasxcritical, but not as censorious
as those who supplied his brief would have wished. He defended
the action of the High Commands over Serbia, Roumania and Russia

by saying:-

. " The experts may have been wrong. I do not claim infallibility
for them. I myself think they were right. That is a point that
only histéry can decide.,”

As far as Serbia is concerned, the best answer to this defence
of the military leaders and the head of the Government of that day
was given Mr. NoelsBuxton (now Lord Noel Buxton) later in the
debate, Mr. Buxton was the greatest authority én the Balkans in
the House of Commons., He gave illustrations from his own knowledge
of the fatal delays of 1915 in dealing with the Balkan situationm,
owing to the lack of co-ordination amongst the Allies.,

His view was thgt had the Inter-Allied Council been in existance
at that date, these delays would not have arisen and he expressed
the opinion that:-

" There cannot be the slightest doubt that if by hook or by
crook, co-ordination could have been brought about as early as that
in the War, the whole situation would have been different and obvious-
ly the War would have been over long ago.".
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People hove often enguired of we why I waec known in
commestion with %he Dalkens, Tho snswor Lo persly given
in what I have #uid ia ny "Travels™, end a fuller reply
iz provided by my book "Travels and Refleotions™ and
"With $he Bulgarien S$a7f. Aleo the book which ¥.R.B.
and T publisbed during the ware b
I ook o going to the BAlns as wy ncrwal anaual :
nartly becsuse I Pell intensely the responsibilisy
of our gountry for the atrosious fuot that Buropeun
porulations were still misgoversed by the unspenimble

rﬁh#ks tat perbecs I should mwot have done so if I had not

given up shooting, I am sfraid my love of thak sport
would have kept me at home, but the Balkens Turnished
a4 Tield for real rough travel, with the chance of |
adventure, within $hree days of Qna&ang-aaﬁ I eonsider :
that, in those days, Ballkan treavel was fur superior to
7 Bame spors, snd deserved the name of “Sporsh
wore tlly,. |
The faot that I beocame Pubilely conneoted with
alkans wos dne to the chanos that, in forwing the
Belkon Gonmittes, we happamsd on & problem which roused
intenes intevest in the g@iit£¢$a$# of all Burope hecause
ef the g&aaywa% of ﬁuragean wor axi&iﬁg from tue ri?a&
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ambitions of sustria-Hungary and kussia. The diplomats
of those countries and of Germany ecould not imagine that

any Britisher could be active about Balken affairs unless

he were the agent of his Government, and as lord Grey said:
| "It was mioh easier in diplomacy to tell the truth than

to get peopls to believe it",

It so happened that my name wae the one connected

with the supposed activities in the Balkan world itself.

I was mﬁaﬁ as a pro-Bulgarian m consequently held

in horror by the néighbouring nations, who competed for
the possession of mu&aixm |

In mm, the Times eorrespondent, Bourc
was also held in execration, and burnt in effigy. The
name Buxton, srelt by the Greeks "MPOURKASTONU", became
a genmuine title for all those who sympathized with the
obvious olaim of the Bulgars. BSubsequently when Bryce
went to Haocedonia, the Greek public denounced this
famous man as being a Buxton, It was all because, after
the porulation of sacedonia had been thrust back under
the Turks in 1878, nobody had taken notice of thelyr oruel
fute until the Balkan Commlttee was formed, Naturally,
when there was a revolt against the Turks in 1903, we
organized relief, so admirably curried out by Brailsford,
i hompson and others, There was keen

3 iﬂ#;

gratitude, and I was alwayp moved by this feeling on the
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part of the Bulgars, in whom it went with an attrective
reserve, as conpared with the spmswzmg effusion of |
some neighbouring peoples. '

A quite false impression of my impo
by that sort of chances In 1908 m PTimes was much on
our line, owing %o its famous mmmadmﬁ, Bourehier,
being so keen. - It gave me a shoek when, being not yet
in rerliement, und in the stage of asplring to get uy
letter about the imsurrection 'pwmm at all, the Times
leading artiocls s oke of the two schools of thought,
one yrepresented by the Prime #inisteyr, Balfour, and the
other by me. ‘ |

- My letter about the insurrection and massacres had
mamf valuable effect. It encouraged ¥hillip Howell,
who wrote for the Times on the Balkans, to write in the
same strain, end led to his acquisition as & great friend.
Lord lansdownme, the miga Seoretery, was very
friendly to our agitation, and his influence on the other
menbers of the Concert of rurope was partly based on the
faot that British publie opinion was deeply roused,
The result of his efforts was the system of International
merie, with d1siziets allotted to the officers of
different states. '
4 olimex arrived when war m zn 19014+ 7The
¢cabinet, instigated by Masterman, debated whether to

rtance was oreated




send m cub, end C.R.B. and I started just as raris was
expeoted to fall, getting into the gare de Lyons when 1%
was barricaded ugainst the sxpocted rush of refugess.

e vecord of this journey is provided by the blask
poo: of notes whioh sother gompiled from our records;
mamwarwmmmﬁsawmm*
vook, “Foreign Poliey ¢rom o Back Benoh".

Evans' book gives a good roview of my Balkan
aotivities, and here i had bebter record some more
personal as sots of the work of the Balkeun Conmittee.
shen I first became aoquainted with the pitiable
eondition of the Macedonian peoples I was intensely
moved by this gratultous suffering and by the faect that
1% was due to the aotion of our own eountry in 1878,
The ineurrvestion of 1908 yhen the shocking massacres
‘ ing of villages which followed 1% seemed to me
aww {intolerable, snd my holiday at siymbie in August
of that year was occupied in attempting to rouse &
gh the colwmns

useful pressure on the Govermment Throu
The Balken Comaittee wos assisted to aetivity by
#e, Bryce, and we were intensely busy from the end of
august, we seoured a blg room in Adelphi Terrace in
the house of Permard sShaw, and there overlooking the
river we ooncerted measures and rroduced leaflets .
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which secured publie notive both here and abroad in
a measure out of proportion to our diminutive numbers.
fhrough Barnett we secured & splendid seoretary in
Arthur Moore, cnd I have & quite shrilling recollestion
of lovely days of feptember weather (I had never been
in london ia September befors) in intense efforts in
which Breilsford, Nevingon, and C.R.B. wero consplouous.
The exiilapatdan of Pervent work ufforded a pleasure
which contrasted with the mellancholy objects of our
aubition. That autumn I got leave to take wove time
off from the Brewery, and spent she most of my evenings
making speeches up and down the country. There was also
a 1ot to do in seeing politiclans, and espesially Lord
lansdowne, the Forelgn Secratary, who by a stroke of
luck was extremely sympathetie; though by no means of
a Gladstonian humaniterian type, he was anxious to see
reform, and in approaching the Fowers who jointly could
press the mm be wunted to be able to polnt to strong
public feeling in Great Britaims This was the more |
 gratifying to us when his oousin, Bishop Gore, told us
that lansdowne was in reality & notable eynie in sueh
near the Black Sea, where in villages of whieh only one
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m?- two houses remained under the deep January snow,
we found ohildren cowering and hiding themselves from

Purikish soldiers who escorted us.

At adrianople, where one left the mm.m, the Turks
pofused to let us leave the town, and we persuaded the
Greck Consul to hely us to give them the slip, and Bl eserly
dawn set of¢ in ons of the 11tle earriages whioh were
then the only mesns of Balken travel, We had reached the
plage we desired, and were £0%%4ng some lunch pound o M store
whioh was thawing our frozen limbs, when suddenly there
barst in the Governor's Secretary, whom we had deluded,
and who had pursued us on learning Mﬁmw departure.
fhe poor man had a terrible toothache and was bandaged
round his swollen face, and,suffering as he was from a
failure %o :revent our journey which may well have led
$o hie diemissal from office, bis figure was as pitiadle
es 1t was comle. Eugh Lew's Memoirs no doubt make better
play with this inoident than I have dome, I suffer as
a recounter from a laock of dramatic sense, and the most
hampering inhibition in regard to truth. :

puring the succeeding ten years I spent almost
every sutumn holidaey in the Balkens, except when
revented by rarlicmentary Sessions or elections,
The first five of these years saw the gradual

installation of the International Gendarwerie, and our
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travels were assisted by the presence of officers,
British, austrian, French end ftalian, ascording %o
thelr several distrigts, who,having no authority,were
mainly employed in recording the outrages, which resulted
not only from $he habits of the Turks, but from the
murderous antiﬁﬂ“ of armed bands from the neighbouring
states, each of whom was hoping to inherit the land on
the demise of the sick man, 7The ohlef sufferers were
the Bulgsrians, ageinst whom the Greeks and Serbs were
assisted by the Turks, because Bulgarian glaims were
naturally strongest, and $he Turks only feared attack
from Bulgaris; o the unfortunate Bulgarian villages
were rendered powerless to resist the bloodthirsty bands,
among whom the Greeks rrobably took the prise for atrooitys
On one oconsion, when at Momastir, we ocame on one of
these typlesl disasters; a large and prosperous village
oalled smileve had been suldenly abtacked by a Groek
band on a Sunday morning, sany had been killed, and we
found the wounded still in the gala peasant dress whioch
they wear on Sundays. They had no medical aid, because
the Turks 414 not allow it to reach them. It was a
ritiable seene, but nothing came of such episodes exeept
an addition to the butcher's bill.

My companions in the Palkans on my various journeys
ineluded Rollo ueyer, Ceoll Harris, Noel rarrar, Hugh Lew,
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Leland (who surpassed us all by going with & bulgarian
and mwugeling rifles across the frontier, and should
properly have met his death from a Turkish frontier
guard*s bullet.) ‘

In 1008 I had a specislly interosting tour with
Ve de Bunsen and lLothar, and Rosslyn Bruce. Rosslyn
and T cume baek by Bsrlin, end saw & good deal of sir
¥rask lasoelles, who was then Ambassador, He was a
delightful and sympathetic person, and believed that
inglend eould get on with Germeny. He was intim@te with
the Xalser, who hed recently been sitting on the imbassador's
bed when laid up with @ oolds I asked him if the Raiser
would be interosted in cutting e stop to the butchery
in the Balkans, I had with me many photegraphs taken by
gendarmerie officers,of the dead victims, and I said the
Kelser might be stirred up by these, laseelles replied
that not only weuld the Kaiser do nothing about it; but
such things would mot interest him in the least,

In 1907 C.it,B8, and I took vharlie Masterman, and
on the way back we interviewsd the famous Austrian
Foreign uinister, Aehremthal, in the Hofburg at Vienna.
We spoke to him of Grey's soneern Sor reform in Turkey,
and he vepiied "Hothing will happen, your Sir Grey is a
wan of peaoe, he catches little fishes®, It was on this
Journey that we firet got evidence of any sign of




dissatisfaction with the sultan's regime on the part of
Parkie To my amagenent one evening & Turkish
1coal governor, taking all @ﬁmuﬁm againg
overheard, began to talk what geaned such rank treascn
thet I thought 1t was merely planned %o dreg us into
statements whlelh he would report to his superiors.

it was, however, a geauine sign of the disgontent which
suddenly revealed itself 1n the Young Purk Tevolt of 1908.
it was & movement af the cotive young men of Turkey to save
shels sountry from forelgn domination, rhieh thoy feared
would vesult f£r = the ineompetense of shdul Hamidg
We were more than seeptical of the capacity of the
purdish uind %o assimilate givilized ideas, but the

Young Turks had enm and quickly made friends with

the rebel bunds hitherto fighting aga nst the Sultan, 80

that the former policy of control quiekly lost i%a
authoritys We sent &b§ the Bllans Comilttee Socretary
and he, mgmmwmsmwarwa?wm,
exvressed hingelf with an enthusicem which slmost
comaitted us to supporting their ceuse, But at tue Sume
time wost of us favoured seution, and sir sythur tvans
and I went %o see Sir «dward Grey, and urged upon him

thet he should oppose the withdvawal of the Gendarme
officers. The officers were, however, soun withdrewn




and for o time the rival forees made open friendship,
- The gquestion of reform was soon ohseured dy the
Internationcl dangers which took it plase. Grey's
great congern wus with Oe: man antegonism to England.
With war in view, he had to cultivate Russia, and

of Turkey's weskness to annex Bosnia, he come out as
& bitt » oritie of Austrian policy. Russia protested
and supported the indignant Serba. Austrian troops

were massed on the Serblan frontier, cocupying the
island 1in the Danube cloes %o Belgrode. Just et this
moment he Balkan Committee, having bean invited by the
Young Turks to send a deputation o Constantinevle, were
passing through Belgrede and stopping en route. BEurope
was fall of alarms, and the Austriens persuaded thamselves
that we were seoretly a British Delegation stirring up
the Serbs.
This was not merely journalistic Salk, as appeared

| wards by the Foreign Office published records,
howing the alerme of Austrisn diplomoey. vwe escaped
from the wweloome publieity of this side of European
polities and hurried on te meet the Young Turks, Our
time at Constantinople was highly ploturesque, involving
banguets and plays ot the theatrs whon we witnessed the

ovation to EnWer, the chief national hero, and were



riained wmmmmmmmxmw

mmmg Mmtmmmm&m
st agresable, were mmm %o use us ia mkﬁmm :

wmm opinion agsinet the Sultean. After the Salemlik,
or formal attendence &t Zosque of the Sultan, mmm
mmmm @8 were suldenly requested to uesd
the Red Sultan himeelf. I% would have been difriculd
and rude 1o vefuse, but before ascepting I insisied on

1i¢t1le mon with hie hook nose, ia & frock ccal, reesived
ws in the menner depleted in the "Illustruted London Hews™
and wee duly humiliated in the eyes of tie Turklsh Publ

Mmmwmm. W Welay somed

] _ memmi@mwi&
ali part of the plan whioh ultimately led %o e fultan's
enterment &% Salonikn,and $he Sriumph of the Young Turks
whieh lasted till after the wor. :
fritish diplomsoy was not in sympathy with
cultivating Young Turke, but though our snbussSd 2
wmmtm,mmwmmmmmm.
offered us the use of the ¥ubassy pleasure bosts and
Wmm““meﬁtamﬁ after




sir Arthur M, as a world femous archaeolog
concerned with the Near saet, was naturally the persor
for sir Cervald to pay attention %o, bdut he devoted
mmltwammmhmmmtwmmm
orders on behalf of one of the British armauent firms,
Evans wae noy prepared to be belittled, and to my
astonishment suddenly rose, shook the ambassador's hand
without a word, and left the houss.

The only person &h the Embussy who knew very mueh
wae Pitemaurice, the permanent expert,with whon wo made
great friends, ‘and whose warnings against believing the
‘z‘m Tarks as eapable of sivilization were followed by
¢ Poreign 0ffice, ond we ourselves attempied as friendly
eritics o moderate thelr chauvinistie attitude te non-
Turks of surope and aleo of Armenia. In the succeeding
period I tried to got Grey to sse that the Young Furks
had oome to sbay, and thet we might influense them if
we were friendly, The plan was partially adopted, and
@iy synest Casesell induced to found a British Bank, to
which Hemry Babbington Smith was appoiated fead, but we
bad ohilled the Young Turks in the early days when all
their sympathies were British, and we had thrown them
into the ars of Germany :
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hinge mrm on $i1l1 the world was again taken by
mrmmxmﬁ Our 0ld friend, Bourchier of the Times

yineered & compromise between Servs and Bulgavs,

and the result was the attack of wmwm
mmmwmamnmmt,m:mwm
vaeedonian Balkan Rellef Pund in order to send out help.
Herold and I went out in Gotobex.

Friends of Balken libveration lived in deep anxiety
when the little states faced & great wmpire. Hut
Bulgaria astonished the world by beating the Turks in
pitehed battle ab lule and Burgas. When Havold and I
got out to Sofia the main danger was passed, Genmeral
Savof? was moving %o mear the battlefield, and we were
flattered by being invited to go with him. Before we
got off, we fixed up arrangements for the women's Convoy

Qorps, the ammmw unit organized in London by ure.
stobart, and extremely keen to do prastiecal work for the
first times A wember of the Bulgarian staff, a major,
wes attached to we, and when we stopped for the night he
wae especially useful in compeliing some peasant family
to take us ime st the fromt the villages had been burnt’
in the asdvanoe, and emoke was still rising from some of
thems A8 & rule, when we looked into the remains of the
nouses, we found still lying about the household utensils,
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, poons and rough pottery. Starved dogs slunk
off, and spent eartridges belonging to unelent forms
of breech-loading rifies were strewn about. You could
rieture the Purkish peasentc wio would not or could mot
get away with the wmw, using his 3.5&@ shot at

Bulgay before he himself was shot down. wsost of the
peasants hod retived as best tusy could, losing all
thelr belongings, and hundreds died of clolera outside
Gonstantinople, whers nobody was efficient enough to
organize rellief,

Harold and I were called on suddealy to halp the
wounded, who began to arrive frow the dressing-stations
&t the front, and the poor chaps had been loaded on to
farm oarts, which had no springs. so the agonies eudured
must buve been frightful. oOur Job was to help the fow
expert hospital miﬁa who were trying o cope with
the wounded with utterly inadequate resources. kven we,
who hed no experience, added certainly %o the work done.
The men hobbled or were sarried into the intolerably
" stufry room where we did our best, boping that some at
' lens: of our bandages would remain in w&ﬁaﬁ i wrote
an article about this wwﬁmﬂ; ﬁmeh is ineluded in
my book ™With the Bulgarian staff®, I thought it en
. epportunity to make some people realize what war means
4 %o the wounded., It is a peouliar feature
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hed any kind of Red Gross equipment, and we mma the
vaeedonian Balkan Rellef Pund in order to send out help.
Horold and I went out in Gotober.

FPriends of Baiken libveration lived in deep anxiety
when the little states faced a great impire, Bt
Bulgaria astonished the world by beating the Turks in
pitehed battle &% lule and Bupgas. When harold and I
got out Yo Sofla the main danger ﬁaﬁ passed. General
Savoff was woving o near the bavtlefield, and we were
flatvered by being invited to go with him. Before we
got off, we fixed up arrangements for the women's Convoy

Qorps, the ambulance unit organiged in London by HEFBe
stotart, and extremely keen to do prastiecal work for the
first time. A mewber of the Bulgarian staff, a major,
wes attached to we, and when we stopped for the night he
wee esposially useful in compeliing some peasant family
to toke ue ime st the front the villages had been burnt’
in the advenoes, and smoke was still) rising from some of
thems AS & rule, when we looked into the remains of the
nouses, we found still lying about he household utensils,
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wooden spoons and rough pottery. Starved dogs slunk
off, und spent cartridges belonging to ancient forms
of breech-loading rifles were atrewn about. You sould
pioture $he Turkish peasentc who would ot or could not
get away with the Turkish army, using his mﬁﬁ séaaﬁ& at
& Bulgar before he himself was shot dowms most of the
peasants had retived as best tuey could, losing all
thelr belongings, and hundreds dled of oholera outside
m&mxm. mﬁ'mw&y was sfficient enough %o
organize relief,

Harold and I were called on suddenly to help the
wounded, who began to arrive frow the dressing-stations
a% the front, and the poor chaps had been loaded on to
farm oarts, which had no springs. so the agonies esdured
miet have been frightful. oOur Job was to helpy the few
expert bospital miﬁﬁﬁa who were trying %o cope with
the wounded with utterly insdequate resources. ven we,
who hed no experience, added certeinly %o the work done.
The men hobbled or were earried into the intolerably
stufry room wheve we 41d our best, hoping that some at
leas’ of our bundages would remain in positions I wrote
an artlole about this experience, which is inoluded in
my book "ith the Bulgarian sStaff", I thought it en
_ opportunity to make some people realize whet war means
in regard to the wounded., It is a poouliar feature




of war that this ghastly side of it is wholly conoealed
from publie thought and elmost entirely forgotten.
Anyhow we learat something about bandaging and realized
better the wisdom of the Duke of Wellington when Lo
wald that war i Hells »

meanwhile really fine work was being done by the
women's Convoy Corps, for whieh I was responsible.
They bad teken a fortalght in the bullosk carts provided
for them to travel the distance that we bad ridden in
two days, snd they had camved every night in the opehie
Fhey were full of zeal amd got to work fer quicker than
the srlendidly equipped unit of the Britieh #od (ross,
which was also an inveriable help in the desperats
situation. | G

when %he aymistice was signed snd the London

conference teok plage, it was delightful to bring my
parents into the salken world. The delegetes of the
thres States came to christmes dinner at rrinces Gate,
el one felt hepry that the Turke &t all events had
aeased to persesute HMro) ’
vordinand had spollt the geme by his ambition to be
erovned at Constantinople. wasting his foroces in
Thraoe, and far from Bulgeria, he hed aliowed the Serbs,
and espesially the Greeks, to forestall him in the
mnm which Bulgaria should heve vuled., The rosult




was grievous. The Serbs, encouraged by sussie,
betrayed the agreoment they had mude %o divide the
Hacedonisn oountry, and the lgeriens finally uttacked
Pulpars were econseiocus of their unilitery -
prowess and mﬂa&g dosplsed the Serbs.
orvace of the House of Commons in June 1915
reined thelr a&m&a and implored bim to vepord
that Bulgaria would lose Britisk sympathy if she used
forees [ls confident pride alarwed ue.
nisne stabbed them in tho beok; they
were deprived of more than & quarter of thelr porulasion,
and the seeds of future wer were sown by tho unjust
settlement of the Treaty of Bucharest. That settlement
was partl: resconsible for the Great war, whiocl begen &
year later, Bulparis was ready to ally herself with
any power whioh might recover her rights, and that gave
yast encouragement to Cerman prospects of successfully
ersating the voute to the Past whieh she had so long
when the war began, Bulguria was usgordingly undex
& premier and o king who vepresanted tho Antl-illied
sides But o-inlon wee morkedly divided, traditional
'mg;am being with kussia, end also with nglend.
ust 1t was sugpested in the cabinet that I
MMWM%%M&%, and 8o eame alout the
evente which are recorded in the notes compiled Ly Mother.
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The two vinisters who were keen on oultivating

Balgaria, and thevefors on my belng sent, were Lloyd
Georgs and churebill. On reseipt of & wire from
Hastermen I vsoed back from Seotland end found that
1.8. wanted to soe me at Walton Heaths C.R.H. and I

he ovening there, and the end of vericus interviews
was 4 letter %o me, autioris
Treamury to loans of any extent o Balier
It sounded informal, “ub it was essentially sound,
beosuse Perdinand wanted uouay for hluself and wo might
have iLiterally bought Bulgavian aid. But of gouree I
hed to show the letter %o Grey, and he suppyressed it.
e asked me to go unoffielially, but co-operating with
legations and wiring through them, Churchfll 414 what
he eu:ld by naval trensport, snd by writing an eloguent
 detter of apyesl to the Balken States. I told Grey 1
a1d4 not belleve the trick sould be dome witbout offisial
autiority, because it wos a matter of twerritory whish
Bulgarie must have 1f we were %0 prevent her siving
Uermany the help which would make a wast dlifferance %o
the war, I doubted the uee of golng witiout thet, but
finally agreed to go, I persunded C.R.8, $0 cous, dut
i would not bave done go if I had foreosean tiat he
would be shot Sivough the lungss

It was a highly deumatic moments The Germans
were far into France. Paris was expeeted to fall,
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. and the Fritish Swbassy wers packing up for BDordesux,
‘the Taris Tyons station was barricaded, in cuse of a
sudlen shampede of the frightened population to ged
away from the enemy. The trein was sc erowded thas
%o got a rest one lay on the ground, ln the corridor,
taking 1% in turns to find space %o do so. Our
lugeage had to provide for a possible long spell, dut
there was no mﬁw to help oarry i%. We got at lact
%o Brindiei, where vhurehill was to send a warship
for us. Phe British consul éw last got a wireless
messapge that Hal.0. Hapeop, wﬁxi@h was lying off the
port, wis unable %o approseh the harbour for fear of
being internsd., There wewe no signs of the ship.
She lay in faet so far oud, that seeling notilng of
har, we despeired of finding her for a long whiles
Howevary, she sppeared on the horizon at lust, and
- 4% was 2 curlous oontrast %o the hordship of our
unassisted journey %o be received with formal honours
by the large compeny of naval ofricers, and an
entire warship to oursolves,

The Captein's orders were to go full steanm
chesd o0 Salonlka, but o problem arcse when one of
the orew was so 111 that 1% was desivable to pud
‘bim off at $he Pireas., We strongly supported the
pian, &aﬁ the Captain decided to etlek %o Lis orders




and pushed on. In spite of & bad storm, in whieh
she whole ship seamed to writhe when the propellers
were lifted asvove the sea and raced madly, the wan
haprily suptvived. ,

mmmﬁﬁngﬁs wwﬁamaam&m*
qhe Government was pro-Ge:man, but the Opposition
inelnded the most prominent politielans and was strong in
the countyy. 1 oould see rinisters, bud it was
aifeioult 4o reach Public Opinlons A m&&w mm@a
was sent to me, w’ %ol) me of the enbargo on any
political ubteranse, I shevafors had to be careful
and dsliver my mossags shrough she English Spesking
sssoslation. Bub everyone tenent what 1 stood for;
on the other hand giey eould not estimate gquite how
gar 1 verresgated the Pritish Governments The ehief
 evidonge gomsivted of the faot Shat I had been sent
to the Balkans in & British wap ah&;w it vas &

pieturssque oituntion at tiue Diplomatie Club, where

we used to lunchj the German diplosats were in evidence,
thetr staff belng far WOPe RUMGTOUS tuan the British.
our winister, sax ironside, 108t no opsortunity of
showing anti-Bulgarian views. He heted my coming at
sll, Seing ordered to send Wy BOSHAEES o the Porelgn
office by the officlsl ohannolis, he relieved his

fenlings by denouncing Bulgaria when we were dining
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with him, snadling the servants to make lnows thet he
aliuded o mmwim in general ss "thoee savagesY,
ghare was mors to be done with the rinisters of the two
oountries whioh Grey had to work with, France and qussia,
and it trenspived long efterwards that they hod sent home
very sound opinions following on our discussions, shen
1t seemed $at there was no move to bs done for & time
at Sofia, we thought 1t best o make an snd of our
public position by going awsy to Bucharest] and auong
other thinge to do theve I thought I might see old King
Garol, oe I knew Queen #ligabath, she being a friend
of our cousin, Nilde Deighwann, and she had entertained
7eland end we st boms in the Rhinelend in 1904, She
 @aked us oat to the pulage in the country, and we had &
long talk over Yoa. She and the ring were lmowm %0 be

£y pro-Gemmas, but the Government was opposed, Ve
1ef% the palace about & o'clook, and the next mnorning
we heard tiot the King had aled in the night., It has
been many $imes stated by Gerwan writers that obviously
he 4isd beomuse I put poison in his tea, We went back
to Bucharest, and & few days lster osourred the funersl
of the Xing, The stroets were orammed with Mr«l% und
a dense orowd fim the dgquare outside our hiotels
We wore golng thot afterncom to see & great farm run
by & Balgarien banker frisnd. We hod éxzﬁ got into the




open car, I belng on the right hand of the rear seat,
when, above the din of the evowd, I Leard O.R.Bs
suddenly ey to me "Look ou$, we asre being shot*, I
then saw on ny right abodt three feet off a men blaszing
at me, He had fired about six ehots, ond I rensuber
feeling how me he goessibly wiss, and Just then the
driver knooked bim downs I folt me injury bus saw that
I was covered with bloods Charlie sald I am hurt,let
us g0 to the hotel”, It wap only o few yards off, end
we went straight to our bedroom and got on %o the deds.
He hud been shot righy shrough the body, the hullet
passing through his lungs. 1 had only @ broken juws

~ The room was filled in & few minutes by an interested
erowd, and shor$ly the Brisish ﬁﬁiﬁiéﬁﬁm who heppenad o
_m'mr mﬁin; #gorge Barolay, appecred in the fulle
dress unifovn that he wore st the funerals ‘There
seened to be no way of cliearing the room, ae I eould
enly mumble, luckily Bourehler scen appesred, e
CuHaBa's 1ifs was in donger, and fresh alr was imperative.
But $ilngs were not much better es Bourchier was deaf,
but I memsged to write oa & bit of puper "Clesr thie room"
and this he did, only impeded by two -ollcemen dragaing
in the assassin, devanding that L chould identify the

. wan. later on the lesding doctor of Bucharest veme and

¢
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'n% were 2@mnve&,that night te\tha-hoapital, If further
details are desired, they are‘in my volume "Travels and
Ei!leations“) #hen we reeoversd we visited the prisoner,
and m& an intercsting %talk, He had been a student in i
Paris and was vary glad to got soume books whichiwe took him -
on another visits I asked him if he st1ll wished to kill
me, and handed him my revolver {carefully unloaded). He
said "I meent $0 kill you, but nct your brother”, so I wes
flattered. : i

Returning home and stopring irn Paris, we saw Belca&am{“
and Clemenceau, afterwards £oO famaus at the Feace Conference,
where he was known as"the Tiger®. He did as zuch as anyone
I kxnow to spoil the peace and produce the second wad. ;ﬁ
London I had separate talks with nearly all the Cabine®;
and I brought L.G, into contact with the Bulgarian Miniester
in London. Triee L.G. got me to glve dinners at the savoy
Hotel, and at one momeni he conmitted himself to what was
necessary in telk with the Bulgarian Minlster; but Grey
again intervened and the matter dregged on. The Cabinet
were being infinenced by the opposite sebool of thought,
whieh had the support of the flery Mrs, Pankhurst of
Suffrage fame, who roused sympathy for gallant little Serbia i
and her rights to claim as she liked for amy Balkan territory.
Fhis conflicted witk the rational poliey of ar@ling for ’\
Bulgerie, and helped to delay a semsible policy which Grey -:i



adopted too late, seven months after I had urged it

on him, Another obsteole was the bostile influsnce of
our Minister at Pofia, who was violensly anti-Bulgarian,
z@msmmuzmwmmmmmtzm
been right, and removed him, The dle had then been
sast. Bulgaria joined Germeny, furnishing the gangway
to Turkey, whish probebly prolonged the war by two years.
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