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CHAPTER XIV 

RELIGION 



CIL\PTER IV 

RELIGION 

Jl_l though I 1.Jas not whole-hearted, ·like Tor, I have 

seen t~le need of thoroughness in religion ever since I 

vvas sixteen . · Before Christian Social Union days (till 

I vms about t\Jenty-seven) my old Bibles show, by the 

marks and notes rnade vJi th an etching ~)en , that I was a 

fairly keen ex.1mple of the school knovm in the fumily 

as 11piosi ties't . It was their max.im to rise early for 

reading the Bible. At Harrow (after I was sixteen) I 

vvas impressed by the 2chool Prayers ~asking that we might 

live "as to the Lord and not as unto men" . That remained 

with me wLen I had moved toward the Christian Social 

School. Thoughts in illness took me further, and I 

recorded the resultant outlook in a pamphlet called 

"Religion and :.J:oralsn in 1910. 

ihy do I not tell my friends of the benefit vvLich is 

open to them ? !.Iotller used to tell us a bout J.~er great 

friend, Lady Portman, -;,1ho ·~n·ote tracts to tell what 

benefit she received and gave them *o all and sundry. 

That oractice is out of favour, but the principle seems 

to me perfectly lo ' ·ical . At seventy-three I vvas challenged 

by Prebendary Carlile, then ninety-five, to say \Jhat I was 

doing to tell people about Christ. This led me to attempt 
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not tho:oatt~ ltka T r, I have kn m the n d of 
tho.2 ·1g;tno o in rel.1g1on eve~ otn.cc I vro.a 16.. Detore Chr1ot1an 
Sooi\.1 Union days ( ttll I was atottt 27) ny old bible oh0il6 b..r 
the marks and note made by a.n otah1n(;" pon that I vllls a fairly 
keen e:rwn.ple of the school knO\m in the ~am!ly a.s n 4 .1cus1 ties". 
It t7Un the1r maxim to rise early and r d loi...g. At Rano.'1 I 
was 1mwaesed by the ea11ool pra:r~r U!' )ing life as to tho Lord 

a.nd not ao unto mon. That remained m th me whan I bad moved 
toward the Christian Soo1al Sohool. Tbougnte. 1n 1llneso took 
me further, and I c-ord d the rosul tant ou:~ look tn a pamphlet 
aallod "'~,tgton and '-orals" 1n 1910. 

I have nevor been quite baPP1 about our appl1oat1on to 
rolit;lon of tho rule that re should do what we Olih"'l tor others .. 

. tho:o usoo to toll us o.b01.tt b.e1~ A dy Portman r;ho vtroto 
tra.ots to tell 11 t benet1 t she received, ~ gave them to ll 
arJl ound.ry. T"nat practice ts out of tavour, but the pr.t.no1ple 

.lt 73 I was ohullenged. by 

ebendury Cnrl11&, than 95, to say ~hat I did to toll people 
wbat I rooe1ved. I at1ll 4o not see what to do, 

.a oannot 
te l ~1bat our ~~tlook ould h .• ve be~n. It ie d tfieult to 
oxporiment. I have done so as tar o.z I oetn 'li t!.c : .. t reel tng 
guilty ot irreverence. It ts very interesting to try liv1~~ 

• 
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r11 th~.tt thou,c:ht of God as eeoms to be tha o::Jay \11th mt..)st ~ople. 

! ~o~tnd that I turnod to thoughts of paronte and de~ted 
~ 

bOn;eta;otora;" tbat I we d!aoof:ls:tied ~,t'lithcut som.e tl:.vYazht of 

the tt!!e.goo, oo I ooold not learn trila t 1 t 1s like to have no 

th<r.Jcllt o-f thl'!> metaphys1oa.l. ~line-tenths of peopll$ see1n. 

e\(Qip.!Jf"'vd for ltf'e m tl'.tout t t. Is this ~oeuse t:he1 aro what 

t"lol.lf:.l de$c:r1.be:s as "t~-mtndad.'' not necdtng t'lny lJ.~op. 

Bet..~·;;. I su.ppooa vihnt he aalle *'tendo~...m.indod« I ee Slu:>e; that 

I ahou!d feol atill moro 

tndebtod 1t I felt liko .,Jb~ tJroups that ono e~n oB olaarly 

guid0d 11. , 0...1'!x1 thAt wo llave been gu.id~d on tb<) Whole. 

It 1s asking a lot ot ~ational m$U tl~t they abould belie~ 

f.n an U\_miglltl" pave~ whtoh te ~aponstbla faJ: tt.e Mt~l world,. 

and in nloo intensely benevolent to each and a.ll. ~ve \'.rho oan 

a.coept this viatl an a possible onG U'e indeed tortunatG., 

I bav~ 'boon aeaiet.ed by the een:se tbt;tt th~ doad aro at1ll living; 

tbat prayol!" ia a rooltt71 an4 that' the ·Oilea<.Jter of Jasus ia 
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t to break our nerve 

Ro~~!sam~~~ferent purpose serve, 

qu rpose of the past 
Serve our pu ·r our last. 
To live each day as 1 

o ~ne heart by the sorrow of the sword. 

Then must it mean, not only that Thy sorrow 

Smote Thee that once upon the lonely tree, 

bUt that to-day, to-night, and on the morrow, 

Still it will come, u Gallant uod, to 'l'hee. 

'.t.'hen can l ~not only that ·J:hou carest 

.But that 'l'hy care is simple care above. 

~urely a father·s~ve is of th~ rarest 

q"L~ e- • ~ ~ - {,.,j_- " '" ' '.k J...,.. JJ ~~...& 
( Jilien ~ive~1 1n _ex~rci~oveliv.....,_ 

' 

~ow can L feel a solid ground for loving 

Thee Whom till now I on.'}.y could revere, 
··. 

what seemedf injustice now Thy love is provingi 
-./ 

l~ow through the darkness is 'l'hy purpose clear. 



~·ather, if He, the Uhrist, were Thy rtevealer, 

Truly the First oegotten of the Lord, 

Then must Thou be a ouff 1rer and a healer, 

Pierced to the heart by the sorrow of the sword. 

Then must it mean, not only that Thy sorrow 

Smote Thee that once upon the_ lonely tree, 

bUt that to-day, to-night, and on the morrow, 

Still it will come, u Gallant uod, to Thee. 

'.L'hen can J. ~not only that ·.L·hou car est 

But that 'l'hy care is simple care above. 

~urely a father·sJ;hve is of th? rares~t 
O':L~e.. . ~ ~ - G-ut- " '" ' ~ 

( Jilien 'ftGfi ve31tai ~n exerci~ove 1 

I 

Now can i feel a solid ground for loving 

Thee Whom ~i.ll now I on:}.y could revere; 

what seemed( injustice now Thy love is proving) 
_.../ 

~ow through the darkness is ~hy purpose clear. 

, j 
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Stern daughter ot a sterner sire, 
Marlv, if that name thou love, 

Whq_ M~t.fif light to guide, a fire 
!o ~the Warlies family and reprove; 
Thou :who art Vi~tory and Law, 
When empty terrors overawe, 
From strong ssi ns dost set free 
And oalmes nights of toul anxiaty. 

I, and half blind, 
A sport every random gust, 
And, bei to myself unkind, . 
Too little have reposed my trust; 
And oft, hen in mine ear I heard 
Thy timely mandate, I deferred 
The task in pickier walks to stray, 
But now I fain would serve more stumly if' I may. 

By no !iisturbance of my soul 
Or strong oompunotion in me wrought; 
I supplica~o thy central; 
Bu. t in the - ags, of t)lough t 
Me this ragassing aroase tl~es, 
I feel the weight ,()f' chance desires, 
My e r:ru~e no m"!'e must che_nze _ t&- name, 
! 'long for 1ivid bliss which ever is the same. 

Stern lawgiver I yet thou dost wear 
our mother's most benignant grace; 
Nor is there anything more fair 
Than is the smile upon thy face. 
Bozzoos spring before thee in their beds, 
And fragrance in thy tooting treads; 
Thou dost redeem even ags from \vrong, 
And the most ancient picks by thee are fresh and strong. 
To humbler tunc tions, awful Power, 
I oall tilee; I myselt commend 
Into thy keeping from this hour; 
Oh let my stumness have an end. 
Give ulJ~~~,.,ID:Q.rp birthday teas, 
With~~~~k of old warlies. 
The 3~~ or our parents give 
And in ·thy saintly flat thy Bozzoo let me live. 

I 
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~ .t(~L1GION 

.a.l thougn no .t~h like 'l'Or, I have ~ the I ,..._ 

need of thoroughness in religion ever since 1 was 

sixteen. Before vhristian Social Union days ttill 1 

was about twenty-seven} my old Bibles showf, by the 

marks and notes made ·Pr an etching pen, that ~ was a 

fairly keen example of the school known in the family 

early 

by the 

to 'l'he Lord and not as 

unto men. That remained with me when ~ had moved 

toward the uhristian Social ::>chool. Thoughts in 

illness took me further, and ~ recorded the resultant 

outlook in a pamphlet called ".l:{eligion and I;1orals" 

in 1910. 
j. . .. -

'"f-ha.V'Silev~e.en qui.te happ.y ahou.t our application 

t-o.. re:lig-i-e.n 91f the ¥~la . tb:~it ? should,. .do what , 1We .m~n , 1. h 1 "' ,, .1 kAt r c , 1 <-L· lA '6'~ 'If( 

~ for o.:the.rs. iv.1.other used to tell us about her great 
t 

friend, Lady ~ortman, who wrote tracts to tell what 

benefit whe received and gave them to all and sundry. 

Tha t practice is out of favour, but t he principle 

seems to me perfectly logical. At seventy-three l 



207 

character 

-' 

~---



( 

\ 

l ) " 

J ' 206 ,'::.:;> ·~ ---biassed by upbringing 
qt !. 
A'~~~~~J.<n~ 

de cannot tell what our o tlook would have been, ' 1t 

is difficult to experiment. ~ have done so as far as 

1 can without feeling guilty of irreverence. It is 

very interesting to try living without tnought of uod, 

as seems to be the way with most people. I found 

that 1 turned to thoughts of parents and departed 

ben factors, and that ~was dissatisfied without some 

thought of the unseen, so 1 could not learn what it is 

like to have no t hought of the metaphysical. 

~ elf people seem equipped for life wi t lwut it. 

Is this because they are wha't~ells describes as 

" :: tough-minded .. , not needing any prop:> Being what 1 

suppose w~at he would call "tender-minded " I am sure 

that 1 owe everything to religion. ~ should feel still 
~ l 

more indebted if~ fe~t,like th~, Groups, that one can 
~ ~ ~ . . . . 1 

be clearly guided, and that ~ have been guided on the 

whole. 

~t ' is asking a 
v·, : "' ..f,~ . ..-

shoulcv believe in an 
/. 

lot of rational men that they 
~ . ' 

~- . ' .,, .. "' I 

lmighty ~ower which is ·responsible 

for the natural world, and is also intensely benevolent 

to each and all. we who can accept 

pos sible one are indeed fortunate. 

-

this view as a 
. )14 
~ave been 

" 

r 



\ Fo.thor. it He, the Cbr1at, were '1'h7 RevealeJ-, Trl..tl'S-· tlw ~1rst Begotten ot the LOrd, ., 

&r.u Jo 'i'.: oo that once upon the lonely tree. 

still .:1. t ttill col.D8, o Gallant GOd, to ·Dl.ee. 
!'her1 onn I :tnel not only tltt4t 'i'hon oa!"est 

Fnroly a ft~ ther • a love 1s ot th& l"al'ast ·;lWi.l. i~;· elves palu in , Z::teroiB$ ot•J love. ~.Jv~ . 
• 

~~ eun r faGl a eol14 ground ror loving i".uoe V!hon till ilOW I only' oould revere • 11bat ooEJ!I$od injua-i,;io~ uw 'I'h~ lO\~ 1s proving, 

{ 
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a statement~ It is most inadequate, but here is it . 

c• I vvish I could convey to others the enormous benefit 

that I get from religion . I feel like a man who has 

been given some marvellous cure for a trouble that 

E<fflicts him and his friends , and vvhich he wants to tell 

them of, and not keep to himself . They may not be 

conscious of any need , but neither wo.s I till I fo'_md how 

much happier I could be than I had been before . 

1' !fe get used to what we have got , and make shift with 

a v i ew of life which just makes the best of the situation . 

I was hampered by many things that depressed me, e . g . fea:r;s , 

anxieties, regrets , and resentments. My best help has 

been my belief in the teaching of .Jesus . Nithout it I 

could never realise that v1e are in the hands of a power v1hich 

cares intensely for us . 

" This vim! of God is given by no other religion . It 

depends on believing that .Jesus was divine as Nell as 

human , so that \Je may trust His statements about God as 

having authori ty . His character and teaching give us 

confidence, in defiance of evidences that the creation rns 

chaotic and nurposeless , or even ruled by an evil force . 

I am fortified in this view by finding vv-ha t seems a res)onre 

to prayer , and also by the conviction that the dead whom 

I revere are alive . 



I i h I coulo con y t· 

fror roltJ1on. I f 1 11 

arvcllou, ure for troub, 

h t(:l ,t to tell them of and 

be coneciou of nny need. but ne 

h n1er I could . .... n I h a l 

t used to hat 

lif nich uot n: G th be 

e 1. of .. o ·or 

t I 

' · ·11 n a- · . n gi v n so e 
A..nx aupt 
le~ ·, .... . 1cnd ' m1eh 

--1 . 

.et keep tv hlm-.~clf. They y no 

· her flaE I tlll I found hO\ much 

'n before. 
t 

ot, md make Shift ith vlo 

t situ tion. 

·et. f01' u • 

I 

Tb.i vie\ of ~od 1S 0 .;.ven by no other reU.t;1cn. rt depends on 

b lieJ1fl6 the' Jecuc . uS divin a ell a. human. so mny 

true 18 t'"'tcment.3 a. ut • od a~- 11 v in ..... uthorlty • Hl.S ch.nr" ctcr 

and t cbi.ng give us con:f'ldonce 1n cflancc o! ovidJnce .. that tho 
c . 

ere tlou 1 chaotic nd pur osel ..... s ... , or ruled y.,.. evil.. I o.m forti-

fie 1'1 ·th1. vlo b flnr.::in · h~t ee response to p~ay r, and 

the COI"lviction that the de£ .... . ) .. I rove re, ar~ alive. 
'-r h ve tried the cxperluont .o \"' '' i thout : ~~ :>\.1 '-'+ of od, " 

an:'\ I foun-l ... yea lf ··s 1 t. 1 ere, .a;t J.u~..t 1... 
Cth~ 

cv:npasa.. ') · .......;-hr:- p 1n de-

Jc u tau ht that we y feel our.ut.lvcn 

d, r gard n od a llke Him .... elf, and t hnt may dra 

po er nd joy md he 1 th. o 1 rac t:l th1 e or • 



every' erto~t brJngs a great reward. 

{~1-odern sctence has-: ma~ 1t ~'"f1cul t to thtnk of the crea\or ~)or -
. • l 

pex ae.~ra;t. be 1ng of s~ unth lnkable magnl tude, t ut great ao1ent1sta 

~~h. . 
e enabled us \o s.e tba~a spirit of love at the heart of things 

I 
ac:r absurd1:1::y. 

t ' 
we provided by 

j 
a senee 

may clrtim powers . . 
oi' tb.fJ booy beyond mat 

with ho..,e 

1 but we are entitled 

e ep1r1t ovor the he~l tt' 

phyv1ca' 
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Dear Lord Noel-Buxton, 

Many thanks for your invitation to lunch 

on Friday. I am very glad to accept. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. B. BACKHOUSE 
Chairman. 
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CHA.PTEB XIII RELIGION 



" ~1odern Science has made it difficult to think of 
the Creator in personal terms as being of unthink&ble 
magnitude , but the views of many great scientists have 
enabled us to see that to believe in a spirit of love 
at the heart of things is not absurd . 

tt I h&ve tried the ex:Deriment of living witl:out 
thought of God , and found myself , as it .;ere, Hithout a 
compass, or any help in defeating my own weaknesses • 
.Jesus taught th8. t v1e may feel ourselves one with God , regarding God 

A as like himself , and that \Je may drav1 on Eim for pmver 
and joy and health . To practise this needs vwrk , but 
I can testify that every effort brings a great reward . " 

Should I have cared i or religion if not biassed by 
my upbringing ? \'le cannot tell what our outlook would have 
been , and it is difficult to experiment . I have done so 
as far as I can without feeling guilty of irreverence . Th 
is very interesting to try living vvithout thouGht of God, 

as tl'·" i t seems to be the way with most people . I found 
that I turned to thoughts of narents and departed benef~ctrors, 
tJ.nd that I was dissatisfi ed without some thought of the 
unseen , so I could not ledrn vJhat it is like to have no 
thought of the metaphysical . l\1any people seem equip;Jed for 
life without it . Is this because they are what H. G. ~Vells 

describes as tttough-minded" , not needing any prop ? 
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B:&LIGION 

Although not through like ..ror. I have known the 

ne~d ot thOroughness 1n religion ever since I was 

sixteen. Betore C~1stian Social Union days (till I 

was about twenty-seven) my old Bible shows, by the 

marks and notes made by an etching pen, that I was a 

ta.irly keen example ot the school known in the tamily 

as "p1ous1:ties" • . It was their maxim to rise early~ 

and read long. At Barrow I .was impressed by the 

School Prayers urging lite as to ~he Lord and not as 

unto men. That remained with me when I had moved 

toward the t;hristian Social School. Thoughts in 

illness took me turther, and I recorded the resultant 

outlook in a pamphlet called "Religion and morals" 

in 1910. 

I have never been quite happy about our application 

to religion ot the rule that we should do what we can 

tor others. Mother used to tell us about her great 

friend, Lady Portman, who wrote tracts to tell what 

benetit whe received and gave them to all and sundry. 

That practice is out of favour, but thepr1nc1ple 

seems to me perteotly logical- At seventy-three I 

was challenged by Prebendary Oarl1le, then ninety

five. to sa7what I did to tell peo Y.le what I bad 

received. I still do not see what to do. 
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would I be religious it not biassed by upbringing 1 

We cannot ·tell what our 0 1tlook would have been. It 

is d1f't1oult to experiment • I have done so as far as 

I can without feeling guilty of irreverence. It is 

•ery interesting to try living without thought ot God, 

as seems to be the ~ay with most people. I found 

that l turned to thoughts of parents and departed 

bendf'actors, and that I was dissatisfied without s<;>me 

thought ot the unseen, so I could not learn what it is 

like to have no thought of the metaphysical. Nine

tenths of peopl$ seam equipped for life without it. 

Is this because they are what wells describes as 

"tough-minde4u • not needing any prop. Being what I 

suppose wbat he would oall *'tender-mindedu I am su.re 

that I owe everything to religion. I should reel $till · 

more indebted 1f I telt,like the Groups, that one can 

be clearly guided, and that we have been guided on the 

whole. 

It is asking a lot of rational men that they 

should ·believe 1n an Almighty l-ower which is responsible 

tor the natural world, and is also intensely benevolent 

to each and all. We who can accept this view as a 

possible one are indeed fortunate. I have been 
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assisted by the sense that the dead are still living, 
that prayer is a reality, and that the character 
of' Jesus 1s unique. 
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CHAP!fER Vlll. 

I! R L I Cl I 0 I. 

that WA who in~ist no ~trongly on social 

and Recular reforms should P.J.so uree the need of religion .. 

conditions are o~ten regarded as secular. In our view of 

I Material 

Christianity, however, they ~re not s~oular ~t all~ Christianity 

above all tanght the love of ev~~ memhe:r o"f Rocie+,y, and occupied 

himself wi+,h doing material eo0d- The incarnation of divine 

qualities in a human b"'ing Ahows that hnma.n life mn.P1i be revered. 

The only cer.enonial wh~.ch (}h:riPti~it.~r ords.ined indicates the 

sacrec'inass of coranon thing~. ~l!h.orefore every Christian must long 

not only for the salvation (';-;;J:oul but also tor +,Jmt of all the 

fncul "tiAs ~ !'lOn~.l and })hysicnl ... of znan: not only for individual 

lives hnt that every person n.Ry arrive at a full· ShttrSJ tlt ' 
' / 

developnent of body and ~ind. One o~ the chief preachers o! the 

religious side of life in . Rul~.ria, Professor Stoypn !-1akhe.ilovsey 
I . 

urges the religious basin of sooial reform. ~~ 

The s~riousnofl~ of the Eulgnrian character' if\ shown in the 

earn~stness with whioh thA m~jorit.7 o! the pAople follow the ~arvice 

of the ohuroh. It iR trnf\ thf'l_t tl!~~r A.re not what the French call 

"devotn, 1.,. r.:ttperstitiously wednen to a F~trict and nnoha.nging 

series of. reJ.:teious prs.otises~ ann that many are leaving the churoh. 

But this :i.s not a.l together reg:r.Attable if. it means a search for 

great~r reality in religiouA thoneht,. On the othe~ hand, if it Means 

the ignoring of the olaiMs of ~nte religion, it is nisastrous to th~ 
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find the test by which we may diso~ver the existence of tnte 

religion we ~ust s~ek tor that test 1n the f~elings of hurosni~ 
which it produoeA and in th~ ac~tions o'f benevolence to which it 

gives rise. On the other hand we no not regard forms and 

ceremonies as uaimport~t and w~ recognise that when these things 
have b~oome deeply root~d in the traditions of a nation and 

associated with its highest f~Alings Rnd inealA, they may be 

necessacy. The7 may bA t.he hest channel through which the stream 
of religious life may 'flow. This will be the case for the great 
masses of the people, even thA l~rge Rections of the most educated 

y prefer a simplflt :f'orm of. rAligion. 

-~ For ottrsel V fits, we always, wh"n at f.o!ia on S.unday, aerive the 
,/ 

utmost plfltasure f'rom the service at thflt Cathfltdral with its wondertul 
music. T.hose who have ~eally ~ormed religious ideas of their own 

neen not be bound to every wo:rO. of "- litn:r.g._ It is enough tor 
such people that the 11se of bread and wine, the only outward 

observance established by Ch~ist, is bflting celebrated. It iB 

fitting to sunnount it with Rll the hei\uty of the e~re and the ear 
I 

1z;.e gathering of men wo:rnflln ~.nd ~hildrfltl'l. of all classes, while ~he 
&Y' . .$. 

-emniti p,nd differenoes o:! orniM:ey- life a~~e ignored 1 typif)ring 

the pure social spi:r~- t of. OUY" f.~i th./'/1 

I 





UPSHIRE BURY 

W A LTH A M ABBEY . 

25th November 1935 

Dearest Lol, 

~was lovely to see YJ u, andrlso 

Flycatcher. 

The bui morning about 

putting up the shed, sure the ponies 

will enj y cannot like a 

draughty 

~-/dj-
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{(All human goodness must be social goodness. Man is 

fundamentally gregarious and hie morality consists in being 

a good member of his community. A man is moral when 

he is social; he is immoral when he is anti-social. The 

highest type of goodness is that which puts freely at the 
,,~ 

service of the community all that a man is and can. 

-
~ f;t_ s ~ (J~c.A/7 h.... k. k ~..~ 

~ knY ,t..,._ 1 H ~ ~ 

Jesu~ \ .a very sociable. He was alWftYB falling into con• 

versation with people, sometimes in c m disregard of the 
./ 

laws of propriety. When hie disciples returned to him at 
/ 

the well of Samaria, they were )SUrPrised to find him talking 
\ 

society ~agreed to ostracize certain 

classes, for instanc~ ~tax~collectors. Jesus refused 
\ 

to recognise such a partial negation of human society. He 

with a woman! 

/, 
accepted their in~a.tions to dinner and invited himself to 

their houses, ~reby i nc ring the sneer of the respect

lend of publica s and a glutton and wine-drinker. 

He to live as neig bours and brothers and he set 

-2-



I~ 

In regard to 

reformers are for 

~hriet1anity and pol1t1oal programmes 

e er trying to claim support from the 

highest authority. None of them, however, can prove 

beyond controversy that the New Testamant is on the side 
\ 

of any definite sooia scheme. Mr. R. very truly says:

of' their own "Men are seizing on 

social convictions. 

socialist.' 'Nay, he 

hey all claim him. 'He was the first 

Tolstoian anarchist.' 'Not at 

allJ he was an upholder of law and order, a fundamental 

opponent of the closed s op.• It is a great tribute to his 

power over men and to th•\ many-e1dedness or hie thought 

that all seek shelter in is great shadow. 

---.J~n .said, it still remained 

a aocial -llQJ>e. /t The kingdom of' God is et ill a collective 

conception, involving the whole social life of man. It ie 

not a matter of saving human atoms, but of savingthe 

social organism. It is not a m tter of getting individuals 

to heaven, but of transforming the life on earth into the 
ye-

harmony of heaven. _ lf e- put his trust in spiritual for~es -
for founding of righteous soo it only proved 

hie sag&'e-i~.Y as a socie ~uilder. 

-1-



Being what I suppose he would call "tender-minded" I am 

sure that I owe everything to religion. I should feel 

still more indebted if I felt, like the Oxford Groups, 

that one can be clearly guided at every turn, ar ... d that I 

have been guided on the w.:__ole. I myself have been able 

to believe through the conviction that the dead are still 

living, that prayer is answered, and that the characte~ of 

Jesus is sufficient evidence of his divinity . 

It is asking a lot of rational men that they should, 

viewing this earth and the universe, as they are, believe 

in an almighty power wLici1 is responsible for the natural 

vmrld , and is also intensely bene,volen t to each and all. 

We v;ho can accept this view as a possible one are indeed 

fortunate . 

I think religious vitality is hampered by our 

(Protestant tr~dition of) modern attitude to any sort of 

mortifying the flesh. Surely spiritual life req_uires. that 

we should experience the superior attraction of spiritual 

to natural thought, at least now and then. Vli thou t giving 

a chance to the hungers of the s~Jiri t, they must be atrophied . 

I think I have g~in-ed- by denyil}.g uJ,y~e~r _a p:i,,pe, till after 

lunch, and for a period in every year, till the evening. 

Archbishop Fisher gave me a good tip about this. He said 

he left his pipe at home and then there was no more torturing 



• 
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RJILIQlQW 

altllough not t~ 11k ~. 1 hat• known the 

need of t~sa in r l1g1an ever s1noa I wuB 

&ut en. tc;re cbr1st1an aooial untOll aavo (till. 1 

e. 3. r.Htt tr.:e~tt~-sGven) "mY ol<-l !lU.ile OO®e, b7 ·~ 

f.l111lrks and notes aaae b7 an etchtns pen, tllat I was 

to.1rl.J' ecn example or a ohool kt1Dvm in the family 

a.& •ptouatt1oa•. lt w-a tllft1r 1m to rts• early 

and roo.d long. At a.rro.w I watl' t.mprosaed by t i 

BOhool ·- ,0).... urm.ns 11t aa to 1'11• lord and not as 

unto men. That ma1nad th a · 11011 I had t ov 

tot·~ r4 iU,\o chr1st1M son :. ot.nol. 'Eho~llte 1n 

11lnesa took further,. cmd I r ord&d th re u. tant 

outlook 1 a phlet oa.lletl "'el1g1on an<l ~-or ,.., 

in 1910. 

l have nover be«l qulte happy about our appl1oa,1on 

to r 11g1on ot tl e rul th t n oul<l o · h t t;e oan 

tor others. or used to toll us bout her sr~t 

ftiend, !44¥ ,or m: • .no urote tr ts to t&ll ··•a.t 

enet1~ wh r o 1va4 Wl gave to ll and sT..tn.<lrJ'. 

'fb.tlt n4ot1oe 1s t ot favour, but t. e prlnotple 

to rtaot17 1~1e~1. eevent1• %ee I 

' olmll g 4 ~ . eh$ ~~ oarl.tl • th n n1n ._,. 

ft'V'o~ to s , '!I wh t 1 414 to tall l*QJ•le what I h.tl.4 

noetved. I tlll o not see wbat to do, 

• 
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Woul<l 1 be rel1gioU.a 1t not b1e.eH4 by upbr1ngt.ns "i 

We Otllm~ •all Vlbat our o tlook ou14 · 11'$ been. It 

ta 1tt1oul.t to e¥J)er1ment. I have dOne so an tar as 

I Otlft !11. t t ttel.tng gq1ltr ot irrevereno • It 1s 

961"7 1nt&l st;ing to try l1v1ns wtt out thought ot GoCL, 

ne &Oc$tlls 'to be the war w1 t 'Gl()st people.. I f<r..xnd 

that I turnod to t 4ta ot purente nd de l:'te4 

bendtactors, and t t I s 4iesntiatie4 w1 t out soma 

~ol ' .. ·t or the unaeon. eo :t. could not 1 rn at 1t 1• 

like to •e nO' th.ougl t Of th& t physio~ 1. N1n•-

t ths ot people s• equ1pp d for lii'o w1thou.t it •. 

le thifl 'because th y are ~h t wtt:lla esoribes a,e . 

. "tougi;l-nlf.f14N.u, not n 041118 &.ny prop. Betns Ytllnt 1 

sup eo w· * t he woul oa.ll tttander-min4 " I ur4t 

th t 1 e ev•rrtbtne to ligion. l ould te 1 et1ll 
raoru i.ndflbted 1f' i telt111ke ~o Grou • 'tl t ono oun 

" ol l.y 14.U., · Cl that we b.a.v beeu euided on the 

whol•• 

It la eking lot or m\lonal. men t t they 

·ould l-1••• ln o.u Ultgbty Po1ter wh1oll 1a res ns1bl& 

~ tot : e nat\irC.l1 IJO:r14, and io leo 1ntensel7 benevolen~ 

to oaoh and. au. • who oe.n acu.t•P' this vtew tl8 a 

IJOnetble one o 1ndofl4 rortw:..a.t • "" havo be-.n 
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aro a\S.U 11v1ns, 

11l:ult ~r 1e a rea11,71 anA that the ol'laraoter 

of Jeau-a te unique. 

' 



DOOtliBZft'B .. 

1 vt• or 'f.r.a. ~~u to.,. Obar1tr TN.et Deecl. 

6 otea e.' BlU7 n4 tA t .flOhe oaae and ._ll suitcase. 
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temptation to distract from the positive joy of the spirit. 

I think St . Paul enjo:ved what he called keeping the "body 

under" . 

Iviy religious life began with thoughts of the atonement 

wrought by .Jesus, as I have told in speaking of my benefactor, 

Eiss Marsh . I caille to feel differently of tne Crucifixion. 

Its meaning for myself is expressed in I.~iss Alexander 's 

hy::m about .Jesus' words "I thirst" . God thirsts to save 

man by demonstr~tion of His love and the heinousness of evil. 

Precept was not enough . .lithout the drama of the Crucifixion 

men would #ot be roused. .Jesus said little to form a doctrine 

about his death except in using the v10rd nransomn and in telling 

Nicodemus,who asked about new birth, that he would be"lifted 

up" like the crucified snake of Moses. Certainly the 

spectacle of Christ's death truly looked at and taken in, would 

involve a deep desire for a new life. The agony of the 

whole self-immolation vms undergone that we might be taught 

the ne,J life. 



Father, if He, tLe Christ, were Thy Revealer, 

Truly the First Begottan of the· Lord, 

Then must Thou be a Suff'rer and a Healer, 

Pierced to the heart by the sorrow of the sword . 

Then must it mean, not only that Thy sorrovv 

Smote Thee that once upon tte lonely tree, 

But that to-day, to-night, and on the morrow, 

Still it vvill come, 0 Gallant God, to Thee . 

Then 'ean I feel not only th& t Thou car est, 

But that Thy care is simple care above. 

Surely a f~ther's love is of the rarest 

./hen it gives pain in exercise of love 
(order to give) 

Now can I feel a solid ground for loving 

Thee .!hom till now I only could revere, 

'Vhat seemed injustice now Thy love is proving, 

Now through the darkness is Thy purpose clear. 



' 

TIE LO::OJ) 'S PRl1. YER 

I found the Lord ' s Prayer, repeated by itself, apt 

to become a form 1.vi thout much meaning, and I have gained 

by the plan of making it a framevwrk for all the subjects 

I want to pray about. Thus \'Jhen I begin v1i th revering 

(hallowing) God I think p:f, what I most clearly believe 

in and honour for the de~d whom I loved and love , divided 

over the week . Then comes the aDpeal for the kingdom, the 

end of this schooling of mankind , a.nd of pain uhich goes with 

schooling. " Thy will be done", I apply to progress , and 

bring in special causes: peace, wedker races, children , etc., 

again spread over the week . The prQyer for material 

'daily bread' covers all personal cc1res i family, friends . 
lf 

,, 
Forgiveness recalls my need of penitence, u'1d as we forgive 

reminds to try and rid myself of 'judging', .Jtich is one of 

my worst sins • 

.. . . ... 
, 



I , 

' .---r-
~"1 ·~ ~~( ;~!Jh 

~-



"LABOUR PARTY and COIVIIIWHI::>rr PAHTY -
C as e f o-r A f f i l i a t i o n " (2d} 

r G.ns lator of ''Anti-Du. ring" 
and author of "Russia's Productive System" 

"Communism and the 
'11 r c.n s it ion" 

"11he Crisis and the Only 
'vJay Out" 

and many others. 

This pruaphlet sums up the ccose for c,ffilL~tion to 
the Labour P~rty in these words: 

" ..... we ·be l i eve it is e s s en t i t"""o l to unite 
all sections of the L~bour movement within 
the Lubour P~rty, so th~t the full strength 
of the worKing-class, organised in Tr .de 
Unions, political parties nnd Co-operatives, 
~an be brought to bear in n united way on 
the issues of the wo.r ~-.nd tho peace." 

• 

The author refers to the previous occasions when 
the Communist ~ar ty 9 s application for affiliation to 
the Labour Party ~as refused. He traces the tragic 
results of disunity in the Labour movement - the defeat 
of the Spanish Republicans; the betrayal of C~echoslo
vakic •. ; the failure to force the alliance 11ith i1u ssia; 
and s;;,ys: "British \jorker;:: paid r;ith t heir lives for 
the disastrous policy that had kept the .work ing-class 
divided.'' 

A special chapter is devoted to the National 
Front; the need to strengthen it &nd at the same 
time to strengtnen the unity of the Labour movement 
within it, so that the democratic will of the pe ople 
can ~e reflected in the policies carried out by the 
Government. 

Reference is mads to the record of Communist 
P&rty members in building up and recruiting to the 
'l;rade Unions, ;;,nd the pamphl Gt reaffirms the 
willingness of tno Communist Party to carry out 
the decisions of Labour Party Conferences. 

Issued by: 
Press Office, C. >) .G.B., 
41 \fa lt er House, 
Bedford St., 
London, 'vi . C. 2 . 

TEMp l c B L<.r 

7 BOB 

(PUBLICATION DATE- 29th JANUA RY } 
l 9 :~ 3. 
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