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Degree and brewery. : L
Territorials | :
Ll
Guardians

First Balkan travel

 Stood for Ipswich

Founded the Balkan Comm§ttee
M.P., Yorks :
"Europe and the Turks"
MsP. Norfolk
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1914
1916

1919
1921
1922
1924
1927

" Balkan Viar visit (With the Bulgarian Gemeral Staff")

War relief fund,

Balkan lMissione Asaéssinatien.

Decisive Settlement Committee (v.Evans Comuittes)
Labour Party

"Oppressced peoples”

Labour M.P,

Office. (Wages Act)

Humane Slaughter Bill

1929,
1930
1931

OffIBo. "Pravels and rafleo}ioas"

N

Illness and peerage

«

S4C.F, and inti-Slavery,and Chairman of Miners' Welfare Fund..
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‘He made the welfare of mankind
Espeeially that of the negre race
The ehief ebjeet of his l1life.
Blessed with signal success

‘ He gave God the glory

§ .~ And full of love and thankfulness
Died in single relianee

On the merits of his redeemer,
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3 ) Entrusted with many talents
'y

S8ir B.N,B.

To the rieh inheritence of

2 sound judgment
?MMAmm%%Mmmw4wmw IPRSCAN o oo, - ¢ O§ ten&ér and generous heart
|

Were added the sanctifying endevmenti Cle e

6f the grace of God,
In publie as in private 1life
. He walked with Ged
His first desire was to be found in Christ
And in that blessed hope he dieds

Proposal for tabY¥et under the abeve.

With an untiring devetion to duty
He eombined the widest sxerciss
of personal kindness
And a constant relisnee on Christ as
His Saviour. :
Til! the very end of a long life
He sustained the tradition of
his ancestors
In philanthropy and publie worke.
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mmmwnam the Light of Sept. mﬂ.m

ﬁﬂiﬁ“m%*m*‘m%‘”%*ﬂﬂﬁw““ﬂ“Q“

Jds 1t ﬁMtﬁrwwﬁn that the B.B.Ce in ite Wm
Eitler's specch, wmmxm Just llstened, Probebly the g
publie british eausent on the subject, should aim rang
 sords of two of the mest violent passages (presumab 1y Just
Mﬂmm“wﬂmnﬁnnﬁmmm
whilst oultiing auy reference to the
S to the Cemman Fleet M#&t&u %o i

mmmawuami awmm«mmw{ir
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of mﬁt Peace in the W% futensaly mxmn M

dan ‘sltuations The whole wrend of Germen pold 'WW}
: w‘ jritain and towards Ivaly, vith all the izcaleulable
™ that mﬁmm ias brought, M mey yet W
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| out" as lir. dorrison says - would be a valuable contribution %@

- o

Het only should we %éxn gare negutively, to avpld unneges
eauses of offence; but for the sake of World Peace should we not
rather endeavour to contribute positively to orseting a better st |
mosphere? oir Philip Gibbs sald recemtly: ™ I believe that if the ;
right Englishman went to the Fihrer one day and sald the rigit
thing with emotion, with deep sincerity, and with genevosity, the v
Fiihrer would respond with emotion because there is no real resson for 4
a conflict Letween us." : | .‘1
Only same unique personality, who has not yet been fouud, could
do that; but there are other possibilities open to us. E
The Rbs lion. lerbert korrison. MePs for instasce, published E |
Feople, with a heading in the Gemsn language: "Warum missen wir
einender toten?” (Why kill each other?) "I went to kesp tils letter
elear of controversys...«+to leave polities out. I write to yoa as
one human belng to another”. The Dally kerald (22.septe 58) asked
recently in a short leading article a propos an kneldent at, I thimk,
Brighton, when some German visitors were booed at, whether inglish
pecple responsible for such an abtitude and actlon were really ;
dolng "good work™, really coantributing to the cause of Peace.
¥ie need more efforts of thls kind. It has long been in the
ninds of some of us thet Britlsh broadoasts in the Gersen lenguage
- gultural, human, friendly. "elear of controversy, polities left
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Preamble

My sisters urge me to write recollections of my past,
but I think antaﬁtegraphiea of people without public greatness
are not worth anybody's time to read. And in these busy days,
even memoirs of personal interest to re latives are probably
not used, However, as I have to spend some days in hospital
without being able to see, I may as well respond to the kindly
&nter_egg of my sisters, 'and diotate a few points,

mt 1 fYeel st inelined to do is to say something about
people who hava had an influence on me, and I will also amuse
myself 4in reculung Wrmmqa wiich may interest those who shared
 them, m it is valsé" possible that my children may some day
wish for records br we when they come to the time of life to
whieh the experiences belong,

These recollections deal with the more personal side of
life, My pclitical record is better givenm in " Foreign
Poliey from a Back Bench " by Cornwell Evans,
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jrustif‘fying L.Ge's policy-appealded-to.a..cynical sense of -fun,
i s S

@ /2 | \b |
representative, However, before the House met again after the
Christmas recess, they had become committed to the "delenda
Austria™ policy, and when I raised the question in the House
Balfour made this plain. Mazaryk, who contended with me in the
columns of "TheﬁStatesman", had made an impression on Ministers,
and enabled them to use the plan of a Czechoslovak plus
state as an argument for destroying Austria.— .
's*remfnd@“me*efman“o&&“exyerteneemmf»tngggwdays.

L.G. neede

friends when he had ousted Asquith, and got
a rich supporter to invite five or six to dine at the Ritz
Hotel. To my §&{?rise I was one of these, and I felt

justified in accepting though I had no intention of backing

L.G. Neil Primrose, khis new CRief Whip, made fun at this

dinner of the invention o gchoslovakia; the device for

P
We only knew after the war that Balfour had said, in

a memorandum to the Cabinet, that to destroy Austria

would mean a stronger Germany, because all tne German land
“‘» 3

»e had obtained thewkﬁvﬁkout
e

‘Whéﬁ

would beoome unlted

S EERN  e

we went further than breaking up)&gexrigjawe cut Germany in two

by creating the Polish Corg;&d‘. To this day I do not

s thought, that a Germany cut in half

understand how Minis

would settle 4 to a lasting pekgce. It was almost as if a

victorio “ﬁ;rmany cut off Scotland by a German belt, and
(//;H? ;
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other social/ '
: Vi .
activities in the Bast End - particularlyaﬁt Toynbee Hall, at the -

Trinity Mission and other settlements. 4/

Noel began at this time to s before himself his
constant aim in social and politicalAife, "to express spiritual
values in political 1nst1tut10ns b 4

wls

Mrs ¢e¢ Bomsen Utraatns atecf ”%"’[:'/A"" -’é"’w X{,

Sy #.# “Canon Barnett was a e 1 master to Noel. He laid down

N

precepts, political and philqg%phical, which guided him all
through his life. "Be on y ﬁr guard when all men speak well of
you. Christ himself hag been a "social heretic" in his own time.
"Give the people not alﬂgys what they want, but what they do not
want - what might be’ynpalatable to them." 25ML¢ sli$ﬂ7$ /‘hﬁi
@ANAA«x~f~@he-greap*leeral masters of the past, J. S. Mill,
Herbert Spencer,,ﬁ;de less impression on him than on most young
Libg;al polit}éiZns of his day. But in more recent years,
John.ggfle§@§idxv For joining the Labour Party never killed
Noel's fundaméh%él liberalism, and he found the principles of
Morley's ‘Compromise* as compelling 50 years later as he had in
you'l;h.,l »
DN

In his work Withhthese great leaders ofthought and in
endless talks and work togé%@er with his friends, such as Charles
Masterman and his cousin Conrad Noel, the social implications

of hi¥aChristian faith took shap It is interesting to see how,

with Conrad Noel or his friend Hugo\law, he tried to bridge the

ignorance which in those days characteMsed the relations between

rich and poor; drinking with them in 'pubs', sleeping in common
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She seldom urged things on us, but this she urged very strongly
and I knew my insistence grieved her.

Few lives can have experienced a greater total of suffering,
but I do not remember her ever complaining. It was, no doubt,

a great held ¥p her to think that her trouble was in some way

the Will of God. When some of us arranged for a psycotherapist

for "absent treatment", it would have distressed her if we had
told her so.

As some French divine said of her, when, as a child, she
spent a winter in Paris, she had "le coeur bien sérieux", One
can hear her emphatic tone when she said, "I adore Church
services", No doubt that feeling grew when she ceased to be able
to get to a church. But she lived in hope, obeying her favourite
maxim: "Forgetting those things that are behind, and reaching
forth to those that are before".

Mother's ill-health was a sad loss to Father, He was so
soclgble that he would have loved paying visits with her, and he
had the social quality which is expressed in the words of the
inseription at Upshire: rendowed with a gracious personality™
fitting him well for social life.’

But I think he was satisfied so long as he had children to
ride with him, and he was not of a type that cultivated enjoyment
over much, His epitaph might well have been"one who sought but

Duty's iron crcwn".



remember Father telling me that when Sir George Trevelyan was

Secretary for Ireland and stayed a week-end at Warlies, and

was taken to the service at the Abbey, my father took a revolver

in his pocket and told Sir George of the fact. The reply was:
VI have got one too".

Although I do not remember parents doing @finy things with
us, they must have taken a lot of trouble to get us the advantage
of paying visits. We elder ones were sent or taken many times
to Fritton and to Easneye.

I dimly remember various outings which Father took us: the
Tower, the Bible House, the Central Fire Station?i%he Queen's
stables., And he was fond of taking us not only to the Zoo,

but to the old 'Westminster Aquarium"”, a circus which the West

End thought too democratic.



Living at home, I ought to have been far more to him
than T was, I only remember once getting up a sight-seeing
excursion with him. That was when we went to South Wales, takimg
Helen with us. I should think the episodes he enjoyed most,
after we grew up, were the times in Australia, and the visits
he paid by himself, or with Mabel.

Apart from riding with Father, Tor and I seem to have
been left mostly to ourselves, I think this was a deliberate 7ol
policy on the part of the parents, and they probably denied
themselves to carry it out. They certainly did not spare
themselves trouble, because we were taken to various functions
which must have required a good deal of arranging. For instance,
when the old Queen came to declare the Forest open I was brought
over from school. What I remember, however, was not the Queen,
or the Forest, but the sense of shock, when I was waiting near
the front door on the "diecky" of the landau, and it was
whispered in bated breath that the Chief Secretary for Ireland,
Lord Frederick Cavendish, had been murdered at Dublin that
day. It came as a blow to us, beéause he had been staying
with my parents the previous Sunday, which proved to be his
last on earth,

While I am on the subject of Father and Ireland, I



We returned from New Zealand fto-Sydney and then sailed_fnr
China. We were a month between S’dney and Hong Kong, during,which
I made a great friend, Noel Farrer, who was travelling With“twb
of the Bridgemans. We spent part of every morning making balls
with string for playing cricket in the cool evening. A great
many balls went overboard, but a good many were stoppedé%? screé
consisting of the bodies of Chinese steerage passengerSQWhom we{
employed to stand for the purpose along the bqlwarks. They
appeared quite as indifferent to cricket balls as San Sebastian waé
to the arrows. Such was the colour bar in those days. At

i
/ ko i A7
length we arrived at Hong Kong. hawt 45

-y

o

From Hong King we went up}to Canton, where we saw the old
China whieh has since so amazingly changed. Pigtails, right down
to the waist, were general, and now and then one saw a woman waik-
ing on tiny feet, almost no feet at all. These were high class
women, whose lives were ruined by the ancient custom of foot-binding,
Its disappearance must have been a salvation to millions. One
of the sights was the set 6f rooms where examinations were held.
There were long passages in the open air, with tiny compartments on
each side, where the examinees were locked in to avoid cribbing.
Many of them were quite aged men, still qualifying to be mandarins,
With the rest of our party of visitors, we were also taken to the
prison, where we passed cells containing savage-looking men carry-

ing immense wooden collars, such that they could not get through

the open door. These collars were build round their necks, and
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Travel from Australia to China

If these Chinamen had been foreed or Pressed by us
to make themselves into a cricket net, I ought to record
the fact with shame, but as’far as I remember they placed
themselves along the bulwarks on their own accord in order
to wateh the game, and the violent contact of the cricket

ball seemed to cause them no discomfort whatever.
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Lady Aberdeen

One of the most intsresting people whom I got to know
was Lady Aberdeen, Although I did not see her very much
I was influenced by her personslity, She was guite dnicue

in her combinstion of qualities rarely found in one person,
I have felt myself in different cases in strong sympathy
with keen political reformers, I have made still greater S a {
friends with whom I agreed as to religlon, And sgein others,
with whom one's contsct arose from philanthrople interests,
Perhaps my grestest friends have had none of these in common R ’§,J
with me but only a burn for personal friendship. L
‘en&3ec%nsiann1&?~finag aennbady possessing two of these
sets of sympathies, but Lady Aberdeen struck me =ss possessing
all four, and I 4o not remembsr any similar csse, I have

e gl ] S e et e R < 7

always felt s ocartain grievsnce in not possessing friends who
shaved my tastes in all four directions,

I can think of a2 few, but very few, others whose religion
reached the level of missionary zesl, There seems now to be
nobody who would set out to attract the West End te religion
by organizing meetings in a form which would appesl to bhua;
She orgsnized such meetings in the ballroom of the old : ' e b
Grosvenor House, with Professor Drummond as the attractive } 
npoak#r. - Certainly there were few, 1f any, who wcvld onargis‘r ‘ :ij
in this direction and, at the same time, give a lead in ‘,
political snd radical reform in a definite Party orgenization. |

As to philanthropy, there was the well known campalgn sgainst
=y i .
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Sebesaulonis in Tredant sl Nar Seatsrebily th W Paivenis!
 National Educationsl Union. As to personsl relations, I
might not have known so much if she had not, when I stayed
at Haddo, made time for a long talk in her room, reading me
letters from interesting people, smong whieh I mﬁmbcr a
long one from Lord Rosebery on tlgn futility of self-blame 1if
one had done one's mam;ﬁh best. ' ;

"~ Another thing that mede a deep inpﬂ»uim on me was
what seemed to be sn overflowing :mrsy‘_meh that, on tlu
top of mggemmua interests, she could enjoy orgenizing
a London dante, of even s London garden party. And, when I
stayed st the Viceregal Lodge, she was occupied with dog
breeding to the extent of having over fifty dogs. _

Ferhaps most of ’an I was impressed by the fact of ;mr
appearing to have plenty of time for socisl relations of no
serious importance, which seemed ‘%.a show up one's own
inclinstion to think oneself too busy for small things.
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Lady Aberdeen,

One of the most interesting people whom I got to know
was Lady Aberdeen, Although I did not 8¢¢ Ler very much

I was influenced by her personality. She was quite dnique

e

in her combination of tualities rsrely found in one person,

I have felt myself in different cases in strong sympathy
with keen political reformers. I have made 86111 greater
friends with whom I sgreed as to religion, And sgein others,
with whom one's contsot arose from phllanthropie interests,
Perhaps my greatest friends have hsd none of these in common
lwith me but only s turn for personal friendship,

&najeébasiaanlly-finda somebody possessing two of these
sets of eympathies, but Lady Aberdeen struck me &8 posseasing
all four, and I do not remember sny similar case, I have ,
always felt a ecertain grievance in not possessing friends who
shared my tastes in sll four directions,

I can think of a few, but Very few, others whose religion
reached the level of missionary zesl, There seems now to be
nobody who would set out to sﬁtraet the West End to religion
by organizing meetings in a form which would sppesal to them,
She orgenized such msetings in the ballroom of the old
Grosvenor Eoua;, with Professor Drummond as the attractive
speaker, Certainly th@ru vere few, 1f any, who would energize
in this direction and, at the same time, give s lead in
political end redical reform in a definite Party orgnnisnﬁien.
As to philanthropy, there was the well know# campaign against
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tuberculosis in Ireland nnd her lesdership in the Farents'

Naetional Educationsl Union, As to personal relations, I

might not have known SO wuch if she had not, when I stayed

at Haddo, made time for = long telk in her room, reading me

letters from interesting people, smong which I remember &

long one
one hed done one's ressonable best,.

Another thing that made a deep impression on me wes

what seemed to be sn overflowing energy such that, on the

top of multitudinous interests, she could enjoy organizing

s London dance, of even a London garden party. 5nd, vhen I

. stayed at the Viceregal Lodge, she was occupled with dog

breeding to the extent of having over fifty dogs.

Perhaps most of ell 1 was impressed by the fact of her

appearing to have plenty of time for socisl relations of no
semed to show up one's own

r small things.

gericus importance, which 8

jnelination to think oneself too busy fo

from Lord Rosebery on the futility of self-blame if

.
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" there stayed for months on end. This sort of thing formed part

of the attraction which a party of touristsAwere taken to see,
I suppose that not many people are still alive who saw that old
China as I did. |

We had six weeks in Japan, and were lucky in seeing the
unspoilt mountainous parts, through falling in with a well-known
mountaineer, the Rev. Walter Weston, owing to whom we visited
remote parts. We were the first Europeans to c¢limb a mountain
galled Ena Sun, which Weston was exploring for Murray's Guide Book

to Japan.



Early Toryism

T am ashamed to think of the narrow views which, for
several years after growing up, I held on social justice,
although it may enable me to take a broader view of other
people's opinions to-day. I somehow contrived to be
strongly concerned for social betterment, in some ways"
with rank class prejudice in others. I could make a
case of Toryism even now, if it were not for the fact
that English temperament is overwhelmingly Conservatiwve,
and the opposite view is more needed in practice. I am
shocked to remember that in my shooting days I was blind
to the criminality of closing a public footpath in order
to keep land at Warlies quiet for game. I must wear a
white sheet and confess that I made the keeper, Joe Lodge,
keep certain stiles blocked up in the hope that people would
disuse the path which crosses the upper bridge across the
brook, and induced them to be content with the other path
which avoids going through the Brook Wood, and passing the
edge of Scatterbushes. It is some consolation to think
that many people whose action strikes mne as anti-social,
are quite unaware of their falling shorﬁbf what now seems to

me to be humane, reasonable and ideal.



‘Duplicate
Whitby.
e kel

I found the strain of Parliament very great, I was
young and I was still younger for my age.' I get sustenance
from recollections of the Liberator. More than once I

remember going to the statue in the Abbey to remind myself of

the inscription which I like so much. (This appears on rage 35.)
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I was all the time carrying on my work at Truman's and my
other jobs. The election was alleviated by the presence
of Masterman, C.R.B. and others, but it was a painful time
for égiﬁ ﬁbwever}”I‘ﬁﬁégégfymk%ﬁﬁlyﬁif%gﬁ %& pof?%f?iﬁhswmt
esp901ally by Lord Spencer, who had been in the Liberal
Cabinet, and I was gratified by the support of my uncle
Francis Buxton and others. I was only beaten by about
200 votes.
Two years later I was asked to stand for the North

West Division of Essex, which was a Liberal seat, but I
was still deterred by previous experience. Then in 1904
I found my position at Truman's inconsistent with standing,
and I resigned after many qualms about cutting adrift from
a regular job. Greater freedom made me keen to stand, and
in 1905 I offered to put up for the wacancy which occurred i

the Whitby Division. To everybody's surprise I won this
seat, which had never been anything but Tory. Campbell- |
Bannerman, then Liberal leader, spoke of "the crowning

mercy of Whitby",
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1 was all the time carrying on my work at Trumen's ahd my other

jobs. The election was alleviated by the presence of

Masterman, C.R.Bs aﬁa others, but it was & painful time for me.

And when it was over I felt very unlika standing agaein.

I did not agree with the ”pm-amrs" ner with the 'rariea.
I condemned Chamberlain and Milner for a péliey which would have
| been adjudged aggressive by a League of Nations enquiry, but I
(\ did not want the Boers to win because of their treatment of
tha blacks. Yet the war was the main tepis. so for me the
. ‘émpam was hardly J However I was very kindly treated by
Y W aapc?i;lly by Lord Spencer, who had been in the
/\\/ii.‘beral Cabinet, and I was gratified by the support of my
/ m;.a Franeis Buxton and others. I was only beaten by about
two hundred votes,

Two ¥ears later I was akked to stand for the North-West
Division of Essex, whieh was a Liberal seat, but I was still
deterred by previous experiemce. Then in 1904 I found my
position at Truman’s inconsistent with standing, and I resigned
after many qualms about eutting adrift from a regular job, -
Greater freedom mude me keen to stand, and in 1905 I offered to
put up for the vacaney which occurred in the Whitby Division,
To everybody's surprise I won this seat, which had never been
anything but Tory., Campbell-Bannerman, then Liberal leader,
spoke of the "oro%}ng morg{?g‘}?{mtbyf*.



The German Danger
letting
I remember Ribbentrop himself go in conversation with me

about his envy of British Imperial good fortune. ' He was
quife eloquent about the feelings aroused in him when he

_ attended the Lord Mayor's Banquet, and realised the various
possessions which underlay Brtish.wealth and power. The
German outlook was natural, and is much better deséribed in

Ciiurchill's account of Kaiser William,

T




The German Danger

Abbut 1957 I thought of a new approach to Hitler in_ |
regard to Concentration Camps. Public action had proved éuite
useless, so I asked Doctor Temple, tven Archbishop of York,
to join in a personal appeal %o Hit;er? using the argument that
we were desirous of seeing good-will towurds Bermany in this
country. I sent a letter on these lines to Ribbentrop, and he
Besponded by sending over an important messenger in the shape of a
certain Count Dohna, o well-known Junker, He annoounced himself
through Evans when we were at Cromer for the August holidays,
and he was so determinedito see me that he came to stay with
us . We talked far into the night, and he eXplained that
Ribbentrop wanted to convey the Nazi point of view better than
could be done by letters. He drove home the point that
Nazism represented a complete rejéotion of ideas hitherto
accepted as fundamental: not lonly what was liberal, also what
was humane had no use for the Nazis, and therefore we must
inderstand that our agguments about atrocities and camps made

no appeal at all.
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PARLIAMENT

The Housze p?é?ié@& a vory oconvenlent chance of g?ttias
at people. Once, foeling the duty of propaganda rﬁr&ﬁ
Christianity, I invited a large party of #.P.'s %o hear a
femous Emeriean evangelist, and among about twenty who accepted
was Ramsay, They all thanked me warmly as they left, shaking

hands %o ;”:;;ﬁhair feeling for the subject, and for all my

effort, even if they were not impressed,but J.R.M, said 1t was
juest typleal Yankee stuff.



'&ﬁs conflies of title-taking with demogratic prineiple

@ht be camparaa with other cases where ovil 1s ocutweighed
People talk of Jes:.is doing ovil

b% the supposed good.
i% reminds me of the principle oun

€5&t good may come.
wpiah, I understund, cundidates for Anglican Orders declare
Thirty-Nine Artieles, though, in

that thay agree ‘with the
f&at, they do nothing of the sort.







when Cromwell's troops were approaching, burnt it down
to prsvent it becoming their headquarters.

But above all we are indebted to the Liberator, Not
many have been philanthropisé, politician and reformer;

few, if any, have been at the same time sportsmen and

ardent Christians,
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when Cromewell's troops were approaching, burnt it down
ing their headquarters.,

But above all we are indebted to the Liberator, Not
many have been philanthropisk, politician and reformer;
fow, if any, have been at the same time srortsmen and
ardent Christians, -

to mmt i¥ beconm
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I bhave long had an urge to keep on working, b€cause
it seems to me unfair that we shoud use the fruits of
| other people's labour (as we do on & large scale) and not
§ do our bit, St. Paul said those who won't work will not
; have food, But they do., I should ruther say they will
é not have food if they get what they ought,

the Bulgars and Greeks whom he mainly relieved. He told the

meefing that, on the whole, his sympathigéscwere with the latter,
but said one must remember the view of the Turks, The

chairman was so disgustgd'with this apparent coolness that he
resigned from the-Mo#gment in which he had held an important post.

|
i
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in this judicial breadth of mind. Others condemn it and feel

it intolerable. It led to a piquant incident in the propaganda
and relief work which Harold and I promoted during the Balkan War,
The Balkan Relief Fund held a meeting at which Harold gave an
account of his work in the winter of 1912, and spoke of having

found needy objects of relief among the Turks as well as among

the Bulgars and Greeks whom he mainly relieved. He told the

meeting that, on the whole, his sympathiescwere with the latter,
but said one must remember the view of the Turks., The

chairman was so disgusted with this apparent coolness that he
resigned from the Movement in which he had held an important post.
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;; /éiways inclined to indulge my interest in a variety of subjedts
and activities, and probably this has been a serious defect,

because I should otherwise have developed more thornghly along

fewer lines. But I suppose it conneets with a strong attachment

. to what seems to me to be impartial justice, I admire an

enthusiast, but I do seriouslyvaondemn him if he cannét see

the other side. I think that we as a family do possess a merit



. outeide the _gt ‘s room during our m
wa.m & mxaa&aﬁ siﬁ*mmm

the ?::1 #y Loping 1% mlﬁ ke “an incident for him o
ﬁt; bsi then ﬁh@ﬂ% slg%ﬁ ’* %2& nyes", !
Bat the best uing had been
because. file I was with the gecretary had m

£ 3 #» #L think that mw fther, Foxy Ferdinand, had
ﬁ&&%&ﬂ@fﬂhmﬁh&&ﬁiﬁ son,\ ¥hen leland and I saw him |
tn 1904, Leland spologised for his shebby clothes, end |
Fordinend consoled him with the words, Xyou ave exquis”s g

A

. He loved mizing English and Prenche ' | =



i @mght also to repogf about anether king.l rIJﬁes eSked to

1 eﬁ/ﬁt the Bulgarian Legation to meet Klng{Boris on the Saturday
6wing the Funeral; but as 1t was my last possible day for
plaing at the Bury, I screwed up courage to cry off, and proposed
calling on him at the Ritz Hotel. He appointed seven o'clock, and

I presented myself in a black morning coat, desiring by this courtesy

to make up for cutting hls lunchj The secretary was conducting me

‘to the preseﬁee Iard I had hgggﬁy begun to pull myself together

for the entry to the royal chamber, when far away from it His
Majesty ceme running down the passage to greet me. He is always
very affectionate, but this was going further than I had known \
before. We had a very nice talk, and I got him on to the Abyss1nian
question. He also talked about his difficulties at home, and
said that the people were on his side against the politicians who
wanted a military dicsatorship. In regard to papular support he

{ compared himself to King George, and S&ld(ln the attractlve mixture

g of English and French which he learned from his father) "Iam not a
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read the brililant book of vr. Dangerfield on the sad tale
of iiberalism, it desoribes those yeare with fuselinating

fhe swmer holidays of those years were interestings
In 1910 we went, quite a family party, to the Interw
parliasmentery Conference at Brussels. Belglans were
annoyed with ingland because of the Congo atroeities
campaign, and when time came to lsave, the hotel refused
to take & cheques We then oalled & taxdi, but found that
our luggage had been losked up. Gharlie nobly offered
t¢ stay behind and raise money from the Consul,

In 1911 came the Agedir efksis, and in August I went
with wWhitehouse to Berlin, we found that Lloyd George's
reckless words had ereated despair even among the keenest
anglorbils, and 8ir George Goschen, oupy ambassador, said
to me: "His speech has destroyed all my work",

in 1912 ¢:me the Balkan wer, and I went out with
Harold in October, The Premier, Gudshoff, arranged for
us to join the Commander-in-Chief. I tell of this episode
later on.

mmxmmmmxrsummmmmm
chief sufferers from Turkish mis-rule, namely, the
amnm. mmmtmimmamm,mm
Bryoes in St. Petersburg - as it then was - and arthur
' ondent of the "Times® who had been the
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aé do in the former direction whenfi was asked by Lloyd
/// George and Churchill to go to Bq&garia and use what

influence I had there to keep %er neutral or even to

bring her to our side. I bave told elsewhere what I
- have to say about this hus{ness. A
When my Balkan Work was finished I worked in the ’
dlﬁlomatlc department Qf the Admlralty, buu §oon I saw that

there was much to d in the cause of a durable settlement

i :

{ ; /
. after the war. Trhose of us who foresaw that a knockout ;f
1 :

i/vietory would mean a peace of humiliation, and would /

i

S

therefore lead to a war of re¥venge, in fact would mean
LY

i
5 R

. more sacrifice for a worse result, had a hard job.,/ Bven

the §E§Eeloving Ceéil thought that a knockout could be

followed by a reasnﬁépla settlement. Lord Lansdowne

in 1917 arggued for sﬁép a settlement by negotiation ,

but even he, with his gfgat prestige, was flouted; and

the result was the humilié@ing peace, the blockade by

whieh children were starveda\and the war of '39., It was
difficult to believe that me&ﬁso much cleverer than myself could
be less far-seeing. Tow oftéﬁ_havel had to regret that we

of the minority proved right. \ghat a joy if our fears were
unjustified 3 L
In the House of Commons I diéﬂnot work with men like

Maddonald and Snowden, who were definitely anti-war, but

thought it better to attack the different aims on which
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In 1912 came the Balkan war, and I went out with Harold in

October. The Premier, Gudshoff arranged for us to join the
€3 £3 Y eyt e Z SR A% W = e d

Commander-in-Chief,

Next year Ha:cld and I felt we had neglected the chtéf sufferers
from Turkish mis-rule, namely, the.Armﬁnians, and we went out across
Russia, meeting the Bryces in S%, Petersburg - as it then was -~
and Arthur loore, correspondent of the "Times™ who had been the
'rirst secretary of the Balkan Committee.

We pushed through the Caucasus into Persia, and then back through
 Turkey. The Russians were in occupation of Peréia near Tabriz, and
passed us en'ta'the Kurdish chief Simko, on the Turco-Persian frontier,
who beacme famous for massacre and treachery dﬁring the war. e
were robbed by his retainers, and perhaps came nearer to being finished
off than we realised at the time. Again I may save the trouble of
enlarging here because we recorded our doings in a joint book: "Travel

and Politiecs in Armenia."

4 g/{dCe ¢
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I am not specially interested in the science of Parliamentary
Government, and I will only record a few impressions that I formed.
It is very easy %o pick holes in the British Parliamentary
machine. Stevenson expressed an obvious weakness when he said that
legislating was the only profession for which no training at all was

‘r:;;;;;;:d' Obviously as social legislation becomes more and more
constructive and complicated, it is absurd that membership of
Pariiament should be confined to men of large means, mueh leisure,
and a gift of the gab. .

Vast mambers of M.P"s belong to no official committee, and make
.ﬁn§ speeches, Much of the expenditure of tima and money might very
@ggll be regarded as only waste; there is far too much Party spirit,
and too much satisfaction with a life which has little responsibility.
I should like to see more politicians professional in a proper sense.
There are too few men’wha have been trained in social science, The
few who have been so trained as secretaries of social settlements
like Toynbee Hall, are of the utmost value, and their number should
be multiplied tenfold., This is now impossible because a seat means
great expense.

As to expert training, Min;stara do of course furnish a supply

py\%%m\%
of experts at least in getting sete~ef Parliament 4lsewsh. The

element of expeit-seienee is furnished by the Civil servant, and the
quality of these is extraordinarily high.lel Bwe the predominance of
the Minister, combined with frequent changes in Ministerial peraonnel;
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~ hampers the influence of the expert.

The Minister is also handicapped by being oo busy to devote
enough time to planning, and he is %oo ephemeral to feel full
respnnsibility; Cne of these handicapsris an institution on which
we are accustomed to pride ou:selves, namely, the power of the M.P.
ta‘get an answer from Ministers on questions of fact or of intention.
In my opinicn the great merit of this plan is largely balaneed by
the excessiva amount of timo occupied by tha Minister in getting up
the answer to questions which have no real importanee, and offten
merely serve to help an M.P. in the eyes of his constituents. It
is no doubt a good thing that a Minister should be respected, but
in fact they are only the men who have asserted themselves just
a fraction more than & vast number of their rivals for Office.

They are much more human than the public think, and I have often
folt what a shoek the publiec would get if the eeeasiénal 1rresp@nsi-

bilities of their remarks were known.
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In those pre-war days neither Liberal nor Tory was in a hurry
to reform things. Closure was regarded as a denial of the ideal
of unlimited freedom of Debate. . Private motions took considerable
share up to Easter, and when the Budget was finished in May, there
was hardly more than time for one 1mpex¥antvbill,fer August.

Autumn sessions were regarded as abmormal, and it remained for the
Labour Party to introduce the ijdea that things needed urgently to
be set in better order. If we ever get a Labour Government in
power as well as in Office, there will have ﬁc be free use of .
Closure by time-table.

éﬁe thing that struck me with my Queker blood was the tendency
to waste which parliamentary life revealed. I found it both an
inconvenience and distressing extravagance thit the only note paper
in the libraries, and other writing places, was the old fashioned
double-folded shset. It was actually owing to my request for single
sheets that this revolutionary change was made in the House of
Commons. T+ must have saved & good many thousands of pounds by this
time. ;

When T had & Minister's room, I of course never dreamed of
leaving the lights burning when I left it, and the fact that, on the
eentrar;:FEERiSters commonly never thought of turning the lights off
shocked me considerably.

_ Thers is also a terrible waste of time. An M.P. who wants %o

really earn his living must feel that he is only half employed by
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actual Parliamentary work unless he is working hard to get Office.
It is alsa?dull life unless he 1s extremely social and able to
enjoy unlimited hours in the smoke room or Lobby or on the Terrace.
I liked myself to regard the House as an office from which move-
ments that one wanted to promote could be conveniently run.

After questions there was always time to spare before 1l o'clock,
even if one had meetings upstairs to attend up to dinner.

The foreign system of official committees connected with each
Ministry gives members of Parliament more responsibility and |
occupation than we have provided in our system. I realised this
when I was invited in 1915 to address the Foreign Affairs Committee
of the French Chamber. But the system will be resisted by
Governments in this country because it certainly would limit the
freedom of the Minister and take up much of his time.

I still tﬁink, after eighteen years in Parliament that great
reformers made far better use of their time than if they had been
in 0friee. Wilberforce, Shaftesbury and Buxton have been infinitely
more important than 90% of the Ministers of their day, and we could
well do with more men with the ability to play for Office who would
devote thamaelyas to promoting reform. At the same time I always
felt that, if a Minister would turn reformer, and contribute the
prestige of his position to promoting a cause, that would be the
ideal position for successful reform. Robert Cecil is a good

example; I had a small degree of the same advantage.
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The English Party system probably produced better results
than any other Parliamentary plan, but I must confess that Party
spirit seemed to me far too prevalent. If you regard yourself as
an advocate avowedly taking one side in a law court, the position
is sound; but it seemed to me improper where the business was
legislation. It leads to the Opposition fighting te prevent
action which it may think highiy desirable, on the general principle
that the main business is to discredit the Government and turn it
out.

Aeccordingly I felt strong sympathy with the few Liberal members
who insisted on voting for Tory Government proposals if they thought
them good. I had the occasion for doing so myself all too early
in my career. When I got in for Whitby in 1905 the Tory Govern-
ment was passing a measure enabling the Church of Scotland to
govern itself, and determine its doctrines. The Liberals were
oppoa1ng§{:;§§bﬂancanformists wa@e—hut&iag:that the Church which
wrongly accepted the help of the State ought to receive no favour
until it shook off the Staté connection. I could not take that
view myself and I persuaded one other Liberal member to rebel along
with me. CeBe was very annoyed with me and I was sorry for this
baeﬁuse I was an enthusiastie supporter of his, but it could not
be helped. ;

Some years before, after I stood in 1900, the Liberal Imperial-
ists were conspiring against C.B., and in their search for support,

: wWas
they got Lord Roseberry, the leader of what thnyhgalled the Liberal
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lLeague, to meet candidates at dinner. I had not liked to.reruse
one of these very select invitations, and was curious to see what
attractions were offered to us. To my surprise, when dinner was
over, I was the first to be eailed to’a separate chat with the
great man, and we had a long talk.

I did not conceal my ardour for some Liberal measures, but
they did not meet with enthusiasm, The ex-Premier &weit on
efficiency as the key note of the policy which was to rival that
of Campbell-Bannerman, and my loyalty to the latter was confirmed.
: 4 wa§ all the more sorry to hurt the old man's feelings in 1905.

My maiden speech, whieh wﬁs made in 1905, was agreeably
appropriate to the Christian Soeial Union propaganda. Scott-~

Holland's paper, the organ of the C.S.U. had been agitating about

factory inspection, and I spoke on these lines on the Home Office
vote; Scott-Holland subsequently eulogising in his paper.

Having lost my seat 1n}1996 I accepted a request of Herbert
Samuel, who had become under-Secretary to the Home Office, to
serve on a Departmental enquiry into the question of poisoning by
lead, and injury by dust in potteries. We spent some time at
Neweastle in Staffordshire, and it was a very interesting insight
into the scanﬁa;eus conditions prevailing in some of the z?rks.

at (6 W08

We recommended stiffer regulations which made a great reduction
; ~
in the injury to workers.

I
e
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After the great war the place of the old Liberal Opposition
was virtually taken over by Labour; +the Labour members, who before
the great war had been few and had been regarded as exotics,
introduced an entirely new type. What struck me most was the
extraordinary efficiency which most of them displayed - although
they had received no more than an elementary schocl education.
Ignorance of the derivation of words seemed to make no difference
to their voecabulary, and the paucity of what is known as education
seemed often to increase their quickness. Interjection thus

became a much more marked feature of Parliamentary Debate.

ol
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A great many people complained of the unhealthiness of the
life in the House. Certainly it is terrible to be indoors
without a break for about 9 hours on end, and they blame the
impurity of the air. But I mByself found the life perfectly

- salubrious, and I think this is due to my always going for a
walk before dinmer. Usually I did the round of Lambeth Bridge,
the delightful walk along St, Thomas' Hospital viewing Parliament
House across the river, and back by Westminster Bridge. If
people suffer from being cooped up, it is their own fault because
it was almost always easy to avoid Division in the hour before
dinner, and get the Whip to let one off. If people voluntarily
shut themselves indoors from lunch until bedtime, it is a marvel
if they do not become C3. At the sang time the average M.P. ;
is amazingly hardy. I find all-night sittings térribly trying,

~Job-@re d-tiard headyd stout heart, and a4filck neck. /Sometimes

S

a man collapses late at night. Willie Graham, when in charge of

a Bill, suddenly fainted behind the Speaker's chair, and an
invaluable man was lost to the Government for several days,

But there is something about the atmosphere that keeps one
going, I always found one could work or write letters after
dinner for the whole evening until 11 p.m., while in any other

place to write even a couple of letters might have given me a bad

night.

1
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When Lloyd George tu:ned Asquith out he needed badly to get
keen snpparteis in view of the violent disapproval of his action
by loyal Liberals. It interested me that he thought I might be
one of these, and I was 1ntriguéd by the faet that I and only
3 or 4 others were invited by ome of L.G's men to:‘seleoe dinner
partﬁfﬂ'at the Ritz, about the end of December, 1916. I accepted
though nothing was further from my plan than to support a Govern-
ment whose raison d'etre was,its adhesion to mere fire-eating
views in war poliey than those of its predecessor,
| It was part of this poliey to endorse the cauée of the new
small states to be created out of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

The word "Czechoslovakia" had not been heard before, and L.G's
new chief whip made great fun at this dinner of the invention
of a new nationality.

It was a striking occasion when the new Government first met
in_the House, and one was curious to see what recéption L.G. would
get when he entered to take his seat in the Prime Minister's place
by the Box. Ministers who had been turned out were choosing
places below the gangway. Mr. Birrell had secured a corner seat,
and I sat next to him. He gazed with intensity at L.G. as he
mirmured: "He's jﬁst a Welsh poacher.," adding~::g:2f£pitheta not
fit for repetition.
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'Tha decay of the Liberal Party dates perhaps from the old
Queen's selection of Roseberry in preference to Harcourt as
Gladstone's éuocasser in_1894. Roseberry's prestige enabled
him to make a split in the Party when Campbell-Bannerman's
radicalism had given an opportunity. Asquith's succession %o
tha leadership was the result of this Liberal Impsrzalist Move=~
ment, and he represented an outlook which made possible the ‘
creation of the Labour Party. Some of these leaders told me
that they bad fully considered the question of continuing to
work with the Liberals and thus avoid a split in the progressive
forces which in many ways, was bound to prove disastrous.

If the split could have beeh avoided, we might never have seen the
long Tory reign in the twenties and again in the thirties, when

it may have been responsible for the renewal of war. But nobody
with keen reform ideals, let alone socialist convietions, could
possibly have felt that co-operation was possidble with an
Asguithian Party.

Of=samwee {he most important Parliamentary job that I had
was the plloting of the Agricultural Wages Bill in 1924. It was
an execiting experience, involving the very unorthodox method of
co~operation with the éanservative 1eadars. I was really
indebted to Halifax, then Edward Wood, as much as to anyone for

the faet that the Bill became law, I shall return to this later on
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From 1910 when the yslo-German trouble became more prominent, .

I felt \that no

#as comparable in ihportance wilh A4 il

e’

it was
detail as an &« € :~;Lemaﬁt of my activities bppeérs in

"Foreign PoTicy from & Back Bench.”

If any fear of public appearance can ‘be excused, it is when a
new Minister has to answer Parliamentary questions. You are not
only facing Parliament, but are reported to the world at large.
The official answer to the many questions which are put to you can
be prepared, but the questioner has often laboriously planned tor
involve you in trouble. The oruzAis the supplementary questions
of which you have had no notice, while the questioner has often
thﬁught'aut his method of giving you a fall. It is a searching
test of mental rapidity staged in conditions of the greatest
possibie publicity. :
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As to Cabinet meetings, what happens there is a state
secret, but I ixzay be allowed to say that I found the work
sadly hampered by lack of fresh air. Luckily my seat was
near a window, but if I left it open a certain Minister was
sure to shut it. I defeated him, however, adeeuwsbetry by
leaving just a crack open too small to call his attention to
the fact that it was open at all, }k emonsh A My va‘w,n.
As to work on the front bench, I am ashamed to say that
in those tiring days I was plagued by attacks of sleepiness.
On one oceasion when waiting for my turn to answer question_s
I found myself waking up only just in time. The thought of
what would have happened if when my question came I had, instead
of rising to reply, been seen in slumber on the front bench
still makes me shiver. My best expedient was to surreptitiously

consume chocolates, while at cab;nat meetings I relied on the

smoking of cigars. 1 olee CM [Jpat s c)\ /’Uw.cn@

oy e s Wl ol
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mwéﬂuu@muBulgarla had gone to war everyone knew that 6> = |

pugllo feeling was outraged, gy’tze possibility of detachlng
2 g

Bu ia from her-allies was kﬁgﬁ in view from the first. Among

&

those who urged this question on Mr. Buxton were J. D, Bouchier A
of the Times, who remained at Bucharest, and General Howell, chief

of the staff at Salonica. That the problem was studied in the
highest quarters is illustrated by the follow1ng 1etter from

5 e =
- 3 & & 57 &
e 20 rg‘ié 7 SENRE G A

Lord Milner.

2 lany thanks for your letter and useful notes. I think
"the chances of a separate peace with Bulgaria are certainly I
"somewhat improved_by recent events. It would be foolish to
"underestimate the difficulties in the way, but it is well
r.‘Worth while considering, on what terms such a peace

"peaze might be uoncluded, if the chance offered.

Yours very truly,

v J. Milner,

1. 4' 1’?.
18th July, 1917.

@ - Many thanks for youriletter of the 13th instant and

.. ®the Note enclosed with it. It is months and will soon be
"years since I was first impressed with the importance of
"detaching some of the enemy countries, but as you are aware,
"with 'a large number of Allies to deal with, it is not easy to

"arrive at an agreement as to the best course to pursme, because

P T
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S, WEST BYFLEET. q‘ ; TELEPHONE! BYFLEET 149

| &7 o
PLEASE REPLY  EO
c;%éigzozZQLE%Z;{
AUCTIONEERS, W ﬁ ¢
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS, i :
SURVEYORS & VALUERS,
siletort )
INSURANCES EFFECTED. : ; /& 7
CESES )
HEAD OFFICE {7

KNIGHTSBRIDGE HOUSE, HAU/C‘J :
LONDON, S.W.I. W
i

AND AT HASLEMERE. OPPOSITE BYFLEET STATION.
Lord Noei Buxton, o4th May, 1943
Crosslee otel,
Heathside Crescent, :
WOKING. o /

i

r
i

to acknowledge and thanl you for your letter of the ‘
ch is to Aand this mornikg., and as/requested, have i
rewith brief payrticulary of "CLARE COTTAGE"

available to be Mt furpished. |

21st inste.

West Byfleet, ¥ ich

_ The presen tdnants vacate about the
our Client would pe willing to let the houde for six months OT
.pasaiblywﬁcg»ékgwf?1a$a@aﬁ@£a$haé§hr?wa%aﬁr«@ £l of Six-guinesas pel
week, the tenant pAying the wages of a gardeNer, who, we'understand\
attends two days eaXh week. )

- The hous§ occupes & pleasant posi; : Nhin 2 few-minutea
walk of the vijlage 2aIN station, and 1 ; Pt 1Y furnished.

e 1V I

e Pres v )

- yps. Prpscott HedIQY, , WXL pE gEed U
show you OVeF the house U appointment which we ca arrange at short
notice. If there is any dditional jnformation YON require, we shall
be pleased to supply it, ark in due course shall be Xlad to know if

we can arrange for you to ingpect the house.

/ We are,
J ~ Yours faithfully,

Pe Do ARRODS LTD
West Byilee ffice.

-
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There are others to whom I am deeply indebted and to whom I
like to show @ grateful tribute. Some of them are alive so I
cannot say muich, Rollo Meyer has been & wonderful friend from
Cambridge days; I owe him all tle pleasure I have derived from
plants end flowers and from gardening and planting which have
heen for a long time my main recreation. He also gave rise to

T Qs

the slum gardening movement.
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Another interest which I owe to Rollo Meyer was that of the
movement for encouraging gardening by the workers in towns, and
especially in slum districts. It began in Spittalfields,where
he showed how much might be done even in dense mean strects,
and in the Brewery yerd itself, This grew finally into the London
Gardens Guild, and the National Gardens Guild, Lucy became
cheirmen leter on, and we bought & house in Walworth ac a social
settlement with e;;m secretary of the Guild as Wardens In the
Greet War an extraordinary smount of vegetables was grown, but
i was most of all eomcerned for window box gardening which must
have made all the difference to the thousands of humble paople
who enjoyed seeing plants grow. Various Ministers of Agriculture
took part in judging for the finmal ghanpionship for all London.
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It was a highly dramatic moment. The Germans were far int
France, Paris was X’ 'pected to fall, and the British mbauy
were packing up for Bordeaux, The Paris-Lyons station was
barricaded, in case of 2 sudden stempede of the frichtened
population to get away from the eneny. m train was 80
orowded that to get a vest one lay on the ground in the
sorridor, taking it in turns to £ind spece to do so, Our
luggage hed to provide for a possible long spell, but there was M
porter to: %1& W@&tﬂo got at last to Brindisi, where
Churehill was to send a warship for us, The British Consul a% last
got a wireless message that H.M.8. Hussay, which was lying off the
port, was unable %o approach the harbour for fear of being in’urncdx
There were no signs of the shipe ghe lay in fact so far out that,
geeing nothing of her, we aeapairm of finding her for a long
while. However she appeared on the horizon at last,and it was &
eurious contrast to the nardship of our unassisted journey to be
roceived with formal honours by the large company of naval
oficers, and an entire ship to ourselves.

vhe Captain's orders were to go full stean ehead to Salonika,
but & problem arose when one of the erew was so i1l that it was
desirable to put him off at the PireassWe strongly supported the
plan, but the Captain decided to stick to his orders, and pushed
on. In spite of a bad storm, in whieh the whole ship seemed to
writhe when the yrapelléru were lifted above the sea and raced
‘madly, the man happily survived.



It was a hi.stor!.ul event when the
mbmr Paﬂy,whieh had been so dreaded by respectable
people, actually, took office. 0ld ladies nearly died

of funk. I had never seen myself as a possible Minister,
and it gave me a shoek when Luoy and I went out to lunch
with the Webbs and he broached the idea. I thought he
might be speaking without his book. Soon afterwards, Ramsay
proposed himself to lunch at Rutland Gate, and asked me to
take him by road to Oxfordshire to see his daughter. It
looked as if he had something unusual to say, ¢.R.B. was

at lunch, and when the car drove up to the door, he remarked
"This is the car of destiny * and 80 it proved. The situation
was thrilling but extremely alarming, I had always thought
that ministers represented first class brains. However I

was fortified by the statement that strength is made perfect
in weakness. Apart from the gemersl alarm, I felt rather

like a fish out of water in being regarded as an expert on
agriculture, as I had long reserved myself for foreign
questions,

We were duly martialled at Puekinghom Palace to be
commissioned Ey the King, and to kneel in front of him to
kiss his hand. Wheatly, the Minister of Health, who had
always posed as a sort of crude saboteur, was apparently
unable to get up again from the cushion, and 11: looked as
if he had been overcome with loyalty to the throne,

We had no majority in the House without the Liberals,



and ought to have worked with them to carry out what they
would support, but R.M. hated them more than he hated the
Tories, and we were never on 800od terms, in that situation
we had ohiefly an opportunity for propaganda, 1 might have
used the unrivalled platform which we all had to make the
country more acquainted with our poliey for agriculture,
through 8tate control of the land, but xamsay gave navlm,
and the practical job was to get through my hili on wage
regulations by avolding antagonising beople as much as possible,
The second Labour Government came after an antéml of
five years, Part of the time had been ocoupied by illness and
eﬁm“naag and afterwards I had felt that the job of
opposition was so insignificant that I had better give
Parliament up. As I stayed on, however, i ought tu‘ have tried
to qualify myself for some other atz‘ice‘, We did not know
whol Remsay would put into office the second timé, and in
fact Olivier, Wedgewood ahd others were droppéd. However
Ramsay wanted me when the time came, and insisted that I and
Charlie Trevelyan must resume our offices,

This second Labour Govermment was less happy than the
first. Ramsay, for some reason, was nnrrzmdl?, and , as
Sydney Webb wrote in an article after the Government fell,
he disiiked his ¢olleagues more and Mores ie would not let
mo introduce the marketing bill, which was the only measure
that T saw a chance of passing, and then he insisted on my



holding & series of conferechces with leading landowners and
farmers, who at the end naturally wished to see the P.,M, Ht
refused to see them. I wae gagged in replying to the enguire
in the rouse about our poliey, and I did not enjoy botnc
deseribed as an oyster. I also found myself after a time
exhausted, and began to show alarming symptoms, so that I coul
nés face all night sittings, and in June 1930 I resigned.
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Une year I went with Ben Riley to Danzig. The roles naturally
elaimed the Corrider to the sea, but they made no attemrt to |
diminish German resentment, which was the only possible way of
avoiding eonfliet, once the German territory had been cut in two.
To this day I do not understand how e clever man like Balfour
eould have thought that Germany would ever aceept a poliey
comparable to the severing of 'nglend from Seotland by & hoftile
sountry, without a fights Throughout these years, the loague of
Nations was insisting that unless we and the Allies were loyal to
the League in regard to armements and so on, Germany would be fyee
to arms I often spoke for the Union, and often think that if
their adviee had beon followed, Hitler would bave remained obseure,

our second term of government gave Henderson & chance asg
Foreign Seeretary o improve matters by withdrawing British troops
from the Rhine. Unfortunately he decided not to approve of the
German proposal to make a customs union with Austria, but to refer
it as a legal question %o tue Internationel Court at the Hague.
The oourt decided that it was technically 1lleg.l, and the Allies
appeared to Germany as obstrueting every legitimete Germen claim,
The result of this was the convépsion to Hitlerism of ecountless
Germans who, until then, had hated the upstart Hitler,



Crosslee Hotel,

WOKTING.

NOTABILES
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It ls isteresting if one
%Ukktit
s, e

is connected with people who have met may as well
mention some of the notable people I have met, ir—cese—they—heve
become—ivebordeT

Naturally I haig.contacb with several Prime Ministers. |
never saw Disraeli, but I saw Gladstone and heard him speak.
He was very old and sat speaking with a low voice, but very im-
pressive. It was a Meeting for a memorial to a famous Doctor
who had attended him. Salisbury I shook hands with several
times when we went to Parties at the Foreign Office. Balfour
was the Premier I knew best, because I stayed at his house being
a friend of his relations who spent their holidays with him. 3
won't repeat what the books say about him, but I should like to
praise him as a host. He was charming and good-natured, and
quite free and easy at a picniec. cempbell Bannermen was a dear

old fellow. '
Owing to my friendship with Balfour relations, I once did

a very unusual thing. There were always great official evening
parties on the eve of the session.Having attended the Liberal par-
ty to meet C.B., in Belgrave Square, I went on to the Tory party

at Downing Street to meet Balfour.,

N

-



 dinner, I thought him simple and straig. tforward. Also he gave me a

TR,

Taking prime ministers, I have known in their order, Salisbury was
the first, but he RHa®dly counts beeause I only shook hands with Lim 1

at Fereign Offiee parties afd/, to whieh T was invited as Phe son
of a Eni@nist, Roseberry I met later, I need not say more than appears }
in é’fenmer ghapter except that my view of him was confirmed during |
the Great War when I had besn seding L.Ge at Downing Streect on Bale
kan poliey. As I came oat I vassed & deputation waiting to ses 1.3, g
next, and noticed Lord Rossberry. I asked the door-keeper what the
deputation was about, and was sorry to learn that its cbgaaé was to |
asl permicsion for more horse racing. Gamball'ﬁannermaa is the next, %
and I am glad thet I admired him, as alvealy desoribed, hecause I seem |
too apt to 6riticise when I eome om to Asquiths I had better say neo 4
mﬂ?@ because 8¢ had great mevrits, but it was ratier ah&f&c%sriati&l ;
whgh e friend of mine went to hlm about pushing the fome Bule Bili, J
and Asquith renlied " tue gas is gone out of that baloon.” |
Bonar law\was a strange dry pé\ ty+ On the Irish question
h@ uasmséquii:\Qpﬁuman, but whenwf; AN : mg«t the Palkan

dimmer, I shoug!it h&m glipke EReCorInEdy 4lso he. " kit
dqiga:, About Maedonald\l have said ea@égu ; I

perfectly m&guiri‘;»

Llgyd Geprge whom I bave told you about was at ons time my hero,
but fell from his pedestal after the Versailies Conference,

Bomar law was asteange, dry personality. ﬁﬁ the Irish question
he seemed quite inhuman, but when he dined with me at the Balkan | i
l

perfectly mognificent ciger. About Maecdonald I have sald eaough, and
then we come to Ba win, He was so attractive to we with ame-ad® his f

air of philosophy combined with his uninterlectualness, that I cammot




e ————

believe that he was not as Lonest and keen on the League of Nations
as he professed, but I don't know how to exouse his taking the
country in about preparation for war. feville Chamberlain was a
dry Baraénalitg. I hardly knew him, but after Munieh I t0ld him of
a letter recelved frou a ge#man about him, and ue wrote me saying
that he thought liitler meqat well, I liked him betder when I sat by
him at a lunck, and he t0ld me about hils ¥ather's orehide, whiek
he said wers all known by ret names. I have never eultivated Qhurehi
and I bave only one personal e¢ontact to report. ie sald to me when
w&'ware talking 13 the House of Commons walting roon, that'ha was the
only candidate who had ever imduced a Buxton to vote oonservative,

4 wore famous figure than eome prime ministers, was Chamberw-

lain’ s father Joes I was in the Hausa with him, end heard him ane&k

but he wae past his primes This may interest you, just as 1t 1nter«

‘ests me to know that my father wae in the [ouse with Lord Paluere

aton,

Other great figurece you may recd of and whom I may mention,
4##/ ineluded Arehbishope Penson, Davidsson, lang and ?sm?le, sir
Oliver lodge, the poet lenry Newbolt, and perhaps greatsst of all,
thesaoe great men, Robert Browning. It was at a party of Dr.Butler':

at the Masters' Lodge, but I was- not old enongi %o appreciate the

great man fully, but I have a very nice impression of him as a short

rather fat, bmarded comfortable man, very kind to 2 speechless under

gruduates.
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;/ (Conttd.)

/éio represented the Anti-Allied side. But opinion was markedly
ided traditional sympathies being with Russis, and also with
Agland. During August it was suggested in the Cabinet that I shoudd

/be sent to Bulgaria, and so came about the events which are recorded

in the notes compiled byIMother. I—canpeot—de—better tianr—eguote—From
her-note-boeles ‘

The two Ministers who were keen on cultivating Bulgaria, and
therefore on my being sent, were Lloyd George and Churchill.
On receipt of a ﬁire from Masterman I raced back from Scotland and
found that L.G. wanted to see me at Walton Heath. C.,R.B. and T had
the evening there, and the end of various interviews was a letter to
me authorizing me to pledge the Treasury to loans of any extent to‘ ~
Balkan States. It sounded 1nformal but it was essentlally sound
because Ferdinand wanted money for hlmself and we mlght have literally
bought Bulgarian aid. But of course I had to show the letter to
Grey, and he suppressed it. He asked me to go éa'éfficially but
cooperating with Legatlons and wiring thr;aﬁshg tﬁgrg.é&?(’}hurchill d‘i‘% %‘M |
what he could by naval transport, and by writing an elogquent letter
of appeal to the Balkan States. I told Grey I did not believé the
trick could be done without official authority because it was a
matter of territory which Bulgaria must have if we were to prevent

gww%ng Germany the ‘help which would make a vast difference to the war.

f/,

I doubted the use of g01ng without that, but fipally a
iAL/uotcﬁléz ﬁwimL1 rlCr . £laccrPent . . éz}




bolicve that le was not as Loueset and keen on %he Leugue of Nasione
as he profesesd, but I don't know how to exeuse uis tuking the
sountry in about prepurutios for wer, Yeville Chawberlain wer a
sreeralitys I bapdly Prew Biwm, bat after dunieh I told him of

i ii” R

. ‘t@*’mz' rocalved feow & domasn abowt biw, BOd e wrote o earliap
' &hat Lo Bhought Tivler osond wolls I liked biw Vetter wien T sut by

e 6t o lurel, &7 Pe boid we abowt his Pather's oron. e, which
he oold were all wpowm by Dot nebese 3 Lave amw cudtivated Ghupehl
an? T tmve onl ome poreonal conteet YO PEPUILe o sald %0 na when
e woro talking in the liouse of Jomucns @elving recuy Bhat Lo was the
enly mim%a whe btad ever induced Bugbon @ vole conservaillva,

& nare famoue fieure “nem Bome priuc sinloiersy wWer CLanbere
lain s father Toms I was in the Houss with uis, end bsasd Bie epeal

- tut be wac past his rrive. This way lnkerect vou, just as 1% intere

sets me *o know that my father wer in $3s Mouse with JoPd lainere
ston, '
Othieow reat rlguves you may rocd of and wion I way wentios,
#é/ imeluded Areibiebops Renseng Davidscon, ang and Teaple, iy
Llver Iafgo, tha poot Nanry Hewboly, and perbaps greateet of M&,

These gheat non, Nobort Browning. It was a% 4 varty of Dreiutlen' .
ad Lo Maatore* Lodoe, dat U we not ald saoum: %9 ansreeiate the
.Wzam My, but I have & very aige mmimai‘zamaﬁaam

m&m« fat, dmardod comforsobie man, very ¥imd to o Mm uader
g @1@%1:




Peking priue ministers, I iGve known in their order, Salisbury was

the first, but Le Handly counts beesuse I only siook hands with bim

Gt Porelan Uffiss pavtios afid/, o =hish T wae invited a» Shs son

of G Oalonint, Hosoberyy I met luter, I need not say mwors then apnoewrs

in & formap @hapter exoert thas ny view of sim was sonfirwed Auring

tha Oraat Yoy whon 7 el bosn seelng Lo0s 4t Dowming BEvee-8 on Bale

fan poligy. 4e 1 cwwe 0at I #naosed a‘aagm%‘&mn waiginge %0 sas sl

next, and noticed Lopl RossLiorr¥. 1 agked sue 4ooP-ka@par wuat fue

damdation 9ae aboth, and was sopwy 5o iearu hat 1te ovjeet was o

ap: peralssisn fow wore horss 2sclage Conbell Bammervon is ‘33‘*@ Wﬁ# G

and I am glad toae © odaired him, a8 alvealy a«amrim, WM w

too aph S0 eriticise when I ooms on ko Asguitie I bal ﬁa%%af mr w
mopc booause Bo Dad groat merile, bub it was pasier anww%a

when & friesd of clne wont to kin abedt prehiss the Yome mzzg

mﬂ apguiti rerlied " the é;aa is gose oul of that baloons” :

bhe soewsd gaite Lol

dimuer, T Shoug.t i‘;\ | |

' age AbOuY mmw@?w

poff with ne st the %m |
0 forwards Aleo Le puve @e @ |
porfectly waunllligenT L Gave seld enoasn
1apyd Ceprge whom [ Lawe fold gy abeqt was at ons time my Lev0,
but Poll from Lis vedcetal after the Vercaillss Conferences |
tonhe oW wes wetiunge, 4py norsonality. Oa the Irish question
be esosued gaite luhumung btut when be dinad m__th ne 4t g&m Balksas . 3
Qdoner, 1 suoug.t Nlm slimsle and M‘msg,m%ﬁéaﬁ; m.w' he gave m & |
perfestly magnificout oigar ibout Hacdonald I bave seid enoughy wad
then we oome to Uu wine Mo was e0 attractive $o we with aneads his |
air of phllesorly combined with bis uninterleetualness, that I gannot




P, i !%
ki s |
. R -

Cressleé Hotel,

WOKING.

NOTABLES

'[t is interesting if one
is connected with people who have met thsm;ﬂgo I'may &8s well
mention some of the notable people I have met da-esse-thev—hevg——
heeome—hiagtorties

Neturally I‘haﬁLacontact with several Prime Ministérs, I
never saw Disraeli, but I saw Gladstone and heard him spesak.
He was very old end sat speaking with & low voice, but very im-
pressive. It was a Meeting for & memoriasl to & famous Doctor
who had attended him. Salisbury I shook hands with several
times when we went to Parties at the Foreign 0ffice. Balfour
waﬁ the Premier I knew best, because I stayed at his house being
& friend of his relations who spent their holideys with him. I
won't repeat what the books say about him, but I should like to
praise him as 2 host. He was charming and good-natured, and
quite free and easy at a pienie. Campbell Bannermen wag & dear

old fellow,




{Po since 1910 this

ol most urgent dpA§. My part ia 1t is
fate to write of it otherwise
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The firs tﬁ‘“

WI spent at Hackney Downs .which seems a very odd place for the parents é«g
o o O ANA o
to choose, but a : utor lived therekoverlooking the Lea maulr'Sheang

 da, >
an.d advertisec his.house as having views of flood, field and forest. i

by
down the funnel of the engine. -
A still better opportunity of development was given by the next ? .
rest when I was sent to Colne House. There I was tutored by one of 3
the Fiteh fam%;ly, but I seem now to have spent most of the time with
ratting parties, got up by father's gamekeepers., It was an absorbing
sport, and amply made up for the toms:fing treatment of the ringworm
which was effecfed by pulling ouE hairs one by one with tweazers and

inserting iodine.

persuaded the ironmonger to sell me a revolver w%ich) as I was only

twelve, shows powers of persuasion. Grandf.atha:e's f amous butler,

got back my five shillings.




€hence ctd.

Another valuable chance influgnce camé through father's excellent
plan of giving us eXperience. He toock Tor and me to lunch at Portes-
mouth on the battleshipﬂThundererf whose captain was a friend of his
through having done slave trade work off East Africa. This visit
resulted in my wishing to mske a model of the ship, and with the help
of Wash I produced a model which ornamented the village reading room
for so many years. My interest in war ships remained intense for
a long time, and this is where the chgnce comes in,

After Edie's marriage I remember asking Walter if he would like
to visit Woolwich as I had met‘ﬂ1e Admiral in charge. In the evening
we travelled back to London with this Admiral, and he happened to
talk about Arnold Forster, then a rising poiitician and naval expert.
He described how Arnold Forster, after a tiring day, worked at his
notes without ceasing all through the railway Journey. This somehow
inspired my emulation and planted in me an interest in trying myself
to work when not inclined to. I think this has made a lot of differ-

éncé to my life and I often remember Arnold Forster and the Admiral

in connection with it,
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One of mp best Sportsnyaigé}imbing about puén%\after dark, but

unhappily we were detected aw@sdbd a very unfortunate moment.—ﬁg-———‘\

o

-__E«MarcuS's sister married a man who had a place with a trout stream

near Watford, and we were to go there together at the next whole holidays.

—i—tﬁtﬂk~11-mes‘ﬂhile we were sSignalling from the parapet of the

to the boys in a room on the floor below, appearing to their astonish-

ment against the dark SKyIths Vané#gswent on his round and entered a
oun qr‘“‘ﬂhfl
room to share their surprise at seeing us up in the sky. Owing to this
1

I never saw the trout stream of Marcus' brother-in-law, but it must I
5 pocarvig st sbippers |
be said tolxanft7~s credit that anyhow, he never went round the howse,,

trying to catch out the boys weerims—s-eft—stipperes but always made i1

loud tramping noises. 1
|

a Hne ,.l;ceame

His fame as a master was deserved, but I do think he s ould hpve
J

understood me better than to put en was

top of theéfirSthifth. However, when that sad episode was over l1life
was very pleasant in the b.owersgixth.

There were four of us who did the eonifgr foujth school together
R ot
every day, and we took it in turns to buy a small cake back frofi third

School which we consumed while doing the Con,as tea w;; not provided
until late in the day.

There were fourteen of us in the §ixth that term which was a
record for a house of forty boys. George Peel, the son of the Speaker,

was head of the house, and he invented a condign punishment for a lower

boy who needed to be suppressed for cheeking the sixth form. He
e Al

|

|

| summoned the whole fourteen to his room, and to bi6,\as tonishment e
‘ e 2

\

|




HARROW MASTERS

I was agppreciated by Bosworth Smith, but/chiefly because I was not

so entirely ignorant of birds as other boyg, one of whom I remember,
could not say what was t he colour of a vfolet. Other masters were not
so friendly, and one of these unluckily for me, was an old sSnob called
Holmes who took the first fifth. ?éfwas nearly blind and did not know,

or perhaps did not care that cribbing was almost universal as the result

of his blindness. Having by that time been taught to see that cribbing
should be avoided, I lost sevepal places in the form during the Egster
term of 1885. I worked very hard to get out of the form at Easter

in order to be in the lower/sixth that Summer; I should then ha&é been
in the upper sixth for my last year, and my subsequent career would have

md
been different. But owing to my inhibltions about cribbing #e the

dislike of My—=—mm———pey, "0ld Skipper" as he was then callefi, I was
left top of the fifth for the Summer term, and subsequently never got
gbove the lower sixth as I was ta n away from Harrow at sevgnteen.
¢ 3 . bkl - fw{,;;f S FRllaak P& Fa.
wwaﬁmmﬂﬁewwerﬁewby*my&awpeﬁes&a&en
wwﬂjhﬁmhﬁﬁﬁéwmﬁgﬁfﬁké a boy lower than I, was good—at
~send.was therefore- pﬁt “above me Dby the ﬁéuse Mas t€rv——This

This was a terrib

tri v~6Vﬁ@&mnééw§ﬂ§§@%sxﬁgweffect on me.




Travel ctd : 3

We were acmonth between Sydney and Hongkong during which I metcaa ro:
great friend Noel Farrar who was travelling with two of the Bridgemans.
We spent part of the morning making balls with string for playing cricket
in the coocl evening. A great many balls went overboard, but a good
many were stopped by the bodies of Chinese passengers who were employed
aS a screen along the bulwarks, and who seemedoindlfferﬁe{/to being hit

Lo San Seb Ean. N Su‘gx was the colour bar in those days.A‘L "”“7 i
. &




On one occasion we decided that a protest must be made to his father
against the completely bare condition of the pgﬁ.bone. ‘One of us
must invade the dining room where the miscre gt was feasting with his
parents. It was an abominable task and Iééi; selected to perform it.
I feel a certain satisfaction to think thét I was willing to face the
job in spite of my social incompetence

There were some real hardshins 1ﬁ;ragging even in those days of
comparative reform. One got out of’achool at 9 a.ms having warked
at a distant room for 1} hours wiyhout any food or drink, and one had
to be back in school at 10 a.,m, / Between this you had to get a kettle
of hot water for your fag masgéf, and if they wanted other things, or \
were in a bad mood, it taak{ﬁﬁst of the 40 minutes available; not
more than that because aftg% that you had to get your own breakfast
at a shop, and wait whilgxthey aooked'your sausage or eggs and
carried them in a paper,f';;aag all along the High St., and I remember at
least once going baek,éo second school at 10 a.,m. without any
breakfast.

I look with great satisfaction on a day when I and another boy
were given 500 lines for eribbing. As the other boy had eribbed from
me; I summoned u@ courage and protested. I was allowed to appeal to

Dr. Butler and duly
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~ On one occasion we decided that a protest must be made to his father

s against the completely bare condition of the ham bone. One of us

- must invade the dining room where the miserean@ﬁ{u feasting with his

parents. 1¢ was an abominable task and I wﬁl selected to perform it.
I fesl a certain satisfaction to think ekig,é I was willing to face the

job in spite of my social incompetence .;!_,f’
There were some real hardshivs 1# fagging even in those days of
comparative reform. One got out q;“fschcol at 9 a.m, having worked
at a distant room for 1} hours ngﬁout any food or drink, and one had
to be back in school at 10 a;m.ﬂ_fj Between this you had to get a kettle '
of hot water for your fag mgif;r, and if they wanted other things, or
were in a bad mood, it wak';moat of the 40 minutes available; not
~more than that because arfer that you had to get your own breakfast
at a shop, and wait whi._;x; they cooked your sausage or eggs and
carried them in a nam‘r bag all along the High St., and I remember at
least once going baoi': to ,aeaond_ school at 10 a.,m. without any |
breakfast. |
1 look witxfgreat satisfaction on a day when I and another boy
were given 500/lines for eribbing. As the other boy had oribbed from
me, I sumcnéd ‘up eourage and rrotested. I was allowed tp appeal to
Dr. Butler and duly
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6 cannot see the other side. I think that we gs a family do possess
a merit in this judicial breadth of mind. Others condemn it an @ feel
it intolerable. It led to a piquant incident in the propaganda and
relief work which Harold and T promoted during the Balkan war. The
Balkan Relief Fund held a mee ting at which Harold gave an account of
his work in the winter of 1912, and spoke of having found needy objects
of relief among the Turks as well as among thé Bulgars and Greeks whom
he mainly relieved. He told the meeting that on the whole, his
Sympathies were with the latter, but said that one must remember the
view of the Turks. The Chairman was s o disgusted with this apparent
coolness that he resigned from the movement in which he had held an

important post.
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/\1ucky in meeting the well-kno%g mountaineerlng missionary, Walter Weston

owing to whom we visite%%emote parts, and were the first Europeans to
climb a mountain which Wéston was exploring for Murray's Gulde Book.
to Japan, and did another record in climbing Fuji earlier in the year
than any recorded climb.
The Japanese'never ascended the mountain until the priests had
made arrangements for pilgrims when the snow had gone in July, therefore
when we went up in April, our coolies refuseé to come further than a hut
where wpf;we sheltered during a typhoon.
There were still many thousand feet of snow, and from the top we
glissaded down the other side of the mountain, so that we never returned
to the village from which we started. Soon afterwards Japanese papers

had an account of the Britishers who had ignored the warnings angd dared
the spirits of the mountain. They had perished in the typhoon and it

served them ri 5 They were presumed to be British because that people

ve a taSteQbfor'foolishly running into danger.
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Weﬁ%d-ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁli was Spanked in turn by all fourteen § R b7
e rdaly e S ol w o

The four members of our " ' %2 provide the food of the week,
tie son ¢
generally a ham. One of us was Seenof a master and consequently
m Swadacs :
went to mealihwith his parents. He was apt to provide the rest of us
on these occasions with inadequate food. Onﬂone occasion we decided
that a protest must be made to his father against the completely bare
condition of the ham bone. One of us must invade the dining,%omm where
en

the miscreant was feasting with his parents. It was an abeg;na%}e task
and I was selected to perform it. I feel a certain satisfaction to
think that I was Willing to face the job in spite of my social incom-
petence.

There were some real hardhhips in fagging even in those days of
comparative reform. One got out of school at 9 a.m. having worked
at a distant room for l2 hours without any food or ink, and one had

1‘ o ndin pon had
to be back insschool at 10 a.m, Be?ween—tnrs-yﬂa:hadvto get a kettle

VN
of hot water for your fag master, and if 4key-wanté€d other things, or

wakd in a bad mood, it took most of the 40 minutes availlable; ret—mow
i AR
thea.thgt-peceuse after that fjou had to §Hﬁ;your own breakfast at a

shop, smd Werié~ubile they—eeoket~yQur-sSausagse—orewes and carrﬁf@r&h&m

in a paper bag all along the HigL S5t I remember at least once ‘)

going back to second school at 10 a.m. without any breakfast. <« I look ‘

with great satisfaction on a day when I andLanOther boy were given

500 lines for cribbing. As the other boy had cribbed from me, I summoned
'ﬁéuac el

1] L
up courage and protested I was allowed to appeal to DBe—Puttrer—ind duly
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UNCLE CHARLES

I never saw Uncle Charles, but he was a definite influence. This

began with my hbeing given a copy of his "Notes of Thought" b=t (
I et trom Mother of Father's great attachment to him, and how ‘

his death had been the mwlwy occasion of the only tears which she ever

saw Father shed. Thie added to the interest afforded by the "Notes" |
/ 4 |

Introduced me to attractive thoughts which followed a different linextgyxz.

that of Miss Marsh'sphilosophy.

It is a very interesting book, and I have taken care to get copies
for my children though it had long been out of print. I remember Stays-
ing at Feltwell and reading to Miss Marsh a saying of Uncle Charleé
that humen nature was not black or white, but generally grey. 1 fels
She was pained, feeling this perhaps an indication that I was getting
away from the view that man was either saved or unsaved, making too
little of religious principle as compared with marals.

Uncle Charles was later on an immense interest to me when I found
that, while a partner in the Brewery, he had been an ardent student of
licencing reform. The manager, Reeve, who had teen as a young clerk
been a great admirer of C.B., described how on the introduction of the
Licencing Bill, known as "Bruce's Bill", C.B. came down to the office
thrilled with admiration, and how he was squashed by the old Hanbury
who was senior partner.

I found among the papers of the Church of England Temperance Society
a booklet on Licencing Reform which C.B. had written, and I got them to

republish it. When I 1oo§éé at "Notes of Thought " now, I am amazed
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that C.B. was a man of Such great culture, and wide reading, because
these are not specially associated with his father or the family in
geéneral. I suppose it was largely due to his never being sent to a
public school.

I had another ground for veneration when I learned of his campaign
in Parliament about the Anti-native polic@f in the well-known case of

governor Eyre whéle tnereﬁdx; he, represents the family tradition

of impartialityA —fec to follow the extremists who wanted t o

ruin the slave-owner, and therefore got denounced as a compromisor.

I had once a talk w;th Sir Alsz !I_,yﬁll about Unc& Charles, and

was interested that he ée&eri-bad.&w e . a-kume.nitaman.
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Mﬁwmmw m M&gﬁ&mﬁﬁ; nmwm
m, mﬁng a m@t% mﬁ #u mma Diekens m

» : 3 as absorbed 1 ammg sehools for peasent
children in hit Iasm &m, Yesnaya Polyena, end the nelghbouring

villages. He very much wanted to ask Dickens some tiggg, v

be W&ymtmmmh&&m
mgm . . _
= = 0=

¥ ‘_htiwafﬁiekm*mm%&r‘ ‘
vmm For instance, inma@fﬁmm;ﬁm%

vel "Our Mutusl Belle reminded
m M"z siater m!:am !M neme after her merriace wes
h gim’i af ﬁaﬁm m&m in "ﬁw

While he was veading "Pleak fouse” his attentlon was arrvested
at the pape where Bsther says that her ehildhood's prayers were all
promises: one, to be Industrious a?.mys; twvo, to be stralght-
rm three, to be contented; to try to win the love of
those sbout her. memthmwrée whieh he eopled down in
his diary, Tolstoy wrote: “THow. :m&a,} how sweet, how preactieable
and grea ’these four rules ere.”

In his famous kmtise "ihat 1s Art?" Tolstoy mmm vhot
he reogards as m finest exsmples of creative literature: "A Tale
of Two Citles,” "David Copperfileld” and "Plckwiek Papers.”

Wis reading of Digckens helped him in his creastive wﬁt In

1878 he began a novel which he ealled "The Decembrists,” ebout the

8%. Kﬁa@sburg riaing of 1886, As elvays, m mting of the nmi
; gmtt deal of thinkix&g, f.'ft working mxt 8 gone
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W to vesd him in the family oircle and to his friends. g
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Mﬁm and in St. Pe :

Replying to & question, he wrote in a 1&%&? dated February s
1904: "I think that Charles Dickens 1s the greatest novelist of

the ninoteenth century, and that his works, imbued with the true I
mn:m spiri%, ma done end will @mtm to éaa g great deal )
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: Harcld'and I went out in October, and our impressions are reco

ny qpotation "With the Bulgarian Staff". When the Armistice cams?ff

z - Sy K ’\,/., ‘
Turks at le events had ceased to perséhute European populatio

but King Ferdinand had spoilt the game by his ambition to be crowneé
at Constantinople. Wasting his forges in Thrace, and far from

Bulgaria, he had allowed the Serbs, and w the Gregl;gi . t
forestall him in the country which Bulgaria showlkd—have—ruéd

The result was grievous. The Serbs gncouraged by Russia betfa&edg
the Agreement they had made to dividé the Macedonian_country,‘and
"the Bulgarians finally attacked them. The Bulgars were conscioqs
of their military prowess and unduly despised the Serbs.

On the terrace of the House of Commons in June 1913 I entertained,/‘
thetr delegate and implored him to report that Bulgaria ‘would lose
British sympathy if they used force. His confident pride algémed me. \*
Bulgaria was beaten; the Roﬁmanians stabbed them in the back; they |
were deprived of more than a quarter of their population, and the '
seeds of future war were sown by the unjust settlement of the Treaty
of Bucharest. Possibiy phat settlement was partly responsible for
the Great War which openfﬁi a year later. Bulgaria was ready to |
ally herself with any power which might recover her rights, and that
gave vast encouraggment to German prospects of successfu '
the route to the;ﬁast which she had so long coveted.

When the‘wanfbegén Bulgaria was accordingly under a Premier and a

[



encouragement to Gem prospects of successfully esmbliahing the
route to the East whieh she has so long coveted.
» When the war began Bulgaria was accordingly under & Premier and

@ King who represented the Anti-Allied side. Put opinion was
markedly Mﬂm, traditional sympathies being with Russia, and also
with England. During August it was suggested in the Cabinet that I
should be sent to Bulgaria, and so ocame about the events which are
recorded in the notes compiled by Mother. ‘

The two linisters who were keen on cultivating Bulgaria, and

Sherefore on my being sent, were Lloyd George and Churehill.
On receipt of a wire from Masterman I raced back from Seotland and
found that L.G. wanted to see me at Walton Heath., C.R.Be and I hed
the ovening there, and the end of various interviews was & letter to
me autlLorising me %o pledge the Treasury to loans of any extent to
Balkan States. The simplicity of the plan by which vast financial
advances should be entrusted to an individual on the basis of a manu-

seript note took ones breath away, but 1t was essentially sound because

Ferdinand wented money for himself and we might have literally bought
Bulgarian aid. But of course I had to show the letter to Grey, end \
he mz;prcm it. He asked me to go out unofficially but cooperating
with M&aﬁm and wiring t&hrmgh them. Churchill did what hé could
by naval transport, sending ‘HelfsB+ HUSSAR to gonvey us from Brindisi
to Salonika, and by writing an eloquent letter of appeal to the Balkan
States. I told Grey I did not believe the trieck could be done without
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Herold'and I went out in October, and our impressions are Tecor

my quotation "With the Bulgarian Staff". When the Armistice cameff
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Turks at a4ll events had ceased to persédcute European population¢f?j‘

but King Ferdinand had spoilt the game by his ambition to be crowned
at Constantinople. Wasting his forges in Thrace, and far from

Bulgaria, he had allowed the Serbs, and : the Greeks, to

forestall him in thé country which Bulgaria showkd—have—ruleds ’f.

The result was grievous. The Serbs ehcouraged by Bilesin betfa?edi
the Agreement they had made to divide’the Macedonianleountry, and
‘the Bulgarians finally attacked them. The Bulgars were conscioqs S
of their military prowess and unduly despised the Serbs. i ﬁgé
On the terrace of the House of Commons in June 1913 I entertainede// .
thetr delegate and implored him to report that Bulgaria ‘would lose ‘i
British sympathy if they used force. His confident pride algémed me. ;
Bulgaria was beaten; the Rqﬁﬁanians stabbed them in the back; they or
were deprived of more than a quarter of their population, and the v
seeds of future war were 'sown Dy the unjust settlement of the Treaty  ;
of Bucharest. Peseébﬁ# hat settlement was partly responsible for 5
the Great War which opéné&i a year later. Bulgaria was ready to |
ally herself with aq& power which might recover her rights, and that
gave vast encourageﬁent to German prospects of successfull
the route to the/ﬁast which she had so long coveted.

When the,wan/begen Bulgaria was accordingly under a Premier and'e\L;
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Conservative countyyfember let fall the remark that the Tories

might not be opposed to a Bill which provided fof separate
authorities for each county. I wored to Hdward Wood ( afterﬁards
Halifax) who was leading the Tories in the matter, asking him to meet
me because there was only just time for the necessary steps_before
the recess. He was willing to help a Bill on these lines pro-
vided that we did not insist on a minimum money wage figure, This

q
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HBvans' book gives a good review of my Balkan activities, and
hore I had better record some more personal aspects of the work of

 the Balkan Committee, When I firet became acquainted with the

pitiable condition of the Macedonian peoples I was intensely moved
by this gratuitous suffering and by the fact that it was due to the
action of our own country in 1878, The insurrection of 1908 when
the shocking massacres and burning of villages which followed it
seen to me almost intolerable, &nd my holiday at Humbie in iugust
of that year was occupied in attempting to rouse a useful pressure
nment through the columns of the "Times”.

The balkan Committee was assisted to activity by Mr., Bryee,
and we were intensely busy from the end of August. We secured a
big room in Adelphi Terrace in the house of Bernard Shaw, and there

overlooking the river we amwtaﬁ measures and produced leaflsts

which secured xsublia notice both here and abroad in a measure
guite out of proportion to our diminutive numbers.

Through Barnett we secured a splendid Secretary in Arthur Moore,
and I have a quite thrilling recollection of lovely days of September
weather (I had never been in london in September before) in intense
efforts in which Brailsford, Nevinson, and C.R.B. were conspicuous.
The exhilaration of fervent work afforded a pleasure which contrasted
with the melancholy objecte of our ambition. That autumn I got
leave to take more time off from the Brewery, and spent the most
of my evenings making speeches up and down the country. There was
also a lot to do in seeing politicians, and espeeially Lord Lansdowne,
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by BALKANS (ﬁ?)

People have often enquired of me why I was known in connection
with the Balkans. The'answer is partly given in what I have sald in
my "Travels™, and a fuller reply is provided by my book, "Travels and Re#ec

Reflections," and "With the Bulgarian Staff," and also the book which

CeR.B. and I published during the war.
I took to going to the Balkens as my normal annual holiday, partly
because I felt intensely the responsibility of our country for the

atrocious fact that European populations weres till misﬁgverned by the

unspeakable Turk; but perhaps I should not have done so if I had not
given up shooting. I am afraid my love of that sport would have kept

me at home, but the Balkans furnished a field for real rough travel with

e

the chance of adventure within three days of London; and I consider that |

in those days Balkan travel was far superior to ordinary tame sport,

and deserved the name of ‘?Sport“more fully.
The fact that I becgme publicly{gonnected with the Balkans was due
to the chancee that gzzm;;* ﬁ;ﬁkgnféoﬁmfftee we mlgnamaa;, happened on
(nemy problem which roused intense interest in the polltlcng?’all Europe

because of the prospect of European war arising from the rival ambltions

of Austria Hungary and Russia.

- p—
RS o

«The diploma@sof those countries and of Germany could not imagine
that any Britisher could be active about Balkan affairs unless he were
the agent of his Government, and as Lord Grey said: "It was much easier
in diplomacy to tell the truth than to get people to believe it." ﬁﬁgf

It so happened that my name was the one connected with the suppOSed

activites in the Balkang World its§1f. I was regarded as a pro-Bulgarian
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and sw@sequently held in horror by the neighbouring nations who com-
peted for the possession of Macedonia.

In Greece, the Times correspondant Bourchier was also held in
éxecration, and burnt in effigy. The name Buxton spelt by the
Greeks "MPOUKASTONU" became a genuine title for all those who sympathised
with the obvious claim of the Bulgars. Subsequently when Bryce went
to NMacedonia, the Greek public denounced this ﬁamous.man as being a
Buxton. It was all because after the pOpﬁlation of Macedonia had been
thrust back under the Turks in 1878, nobody had taken notice q*their
cruel fate until the Balkan Committee was formed. Naturally when there
Was a revolt against theTurks in 1903, we organised relief, so admirably
carried out by Brailsford, Nevinson %aé Lady Thompson and others, there
was keen gratitude, and I was always moved by this feeling on the part
of the Bulgars in whom it went wWith an attractive reserve as compared
with the spluttering effusion of some neighbouring peoples. 2§§?¢

',4/Awqu1te false impression of my importance was created by tr afsort

of chance, 2 In 1903 the Times was much on our line owing to its

famous COrfeSpondant, Bourchieq being s o keen. It gave me a shock
when, being not yet in Parliament, and in the Stage. of aspiring to get
my letter about the insurrection printed at ali, the 'Times leading
article spoke of the two schools of thought, one represented by the
Prime Minister, Balfour, and the other by me. A

My letter about the insurrection and massacres had,another valuable‘

b rpdy Lo fha ™ ,g;wkﬁ\ o G5
effect. It encouraged Phillip Howell who‘?nﬁw the Balkans, to write
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in the,same Strain, ana s to his acquisition as & great friend.

\\,;s, ‘r‘ ; rf”’-»

A cllmax arrlved when thc war began in 1914. The Cabinet, insti =-

¥«

A

! gated by Mastéerman ;debated whether to send me out, and C.R.B. and I
| started just as@rtis was expected to fall Cavuy, e B ety
' tting into the Gare de Lyon when it was barricaded against the
expected rush of refugees,
The record of this journey is provided by the black book of notes
which mother compiled from our records; and a good surwvey of my Balkan

F
events appears in Evans book: "Foreign Policy from a Back Bench."
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3 BALKANS (B)

_;’ Evans' book gives a good review of my Balkan activities, and
here I had better record some more personal aspects of the work of
the Balkan Committee. When I first became acquainted with the
pitiable condition of the Macedonian peoples I was intensely moved
by this gratuitous suffering and by the fact that it'was due to the
action of our own country in 1878. The insurrection of 1903 when
the shocking massacres and burning of villages which followed it
seem to me almost intolerable, and my holiday at Humbie in August
of that year was occupied in attempting to rouse a useful pressure
on the Govermment through the columns of the "Times" .

The balkan Committee was assisted to activity by Mr. Bryce,
~ and we were intensely busy from the end of August. We secured a
big room in Adelphi Terrace in the house of Bernard Shaw, and there
overlooking the river we concerted measures and produced leaflets
which secured public notice both here and abroad in a measure
quite out of proportion to our diminutive numbers.

Through Barnett we secured a splendid Secretary in Arthur Moore,
and I have a quite thrilling recollection of lovely days of September
weather (I had never been in London in September before) in intense
efforts in which Brailsford, Nevinson, and C.R.B. were conspicuous.
The exhilaration of fervent work afforded a pleasure which contrasted
with the melancholy objects of our ambition. That autumn I got
leave to take more time off from the Brewery, and spent the most
of my evenings making speeches up and down the country. There was

also a lot to do in seeing politicians, and especially Lord Lansdowne,
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EDWARD CLIFFORD

Clifford was an excitement in our childhood beceause he was an
intimate bachelor friend of the parents“ﬁﬁi?4%;ﬁ?v¥é;mgérties at which
we discharged fireworks uﬁﬁ-‘iﬁ-the cellar —:arhis house. | He was an
artist who did very delightful water_colour sketches, and had a 1cvely
0ld house in Kensington Square. Later.he gave up painting to organise
the Church Army, and became keenly evangellstic. He was one of the
people who came to Warlies to give addresses,like Miss Marsh, and I
remember being deeply stirred by him in the Warlies Hall on Sunday
evening. He became an even greater friend to me when gfown up then
he had been to my father, and when the parents went to Australia, he
let me live with him in Kensington Square for a long time.

He was a man of charming manner, quaint speech and appearance,
and immense hilarity, his laugh being unforgettable.

We were well dosed with religion in early days including Church
twice every Sunday, and prayers twice also, and I wonder why we were
not antagonised g 8o many people have been by having religion pressed
on them. I think it was partly because I was rather tmme, 5#% but
mainly because the influence came from people extremely sympathetic
and mostly broad-minded; and especially because they were humourous.

_-his applies maninly to
;ALother,who was such a superb mimic, but it was largely due to Glifford

being very amusing.
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Miiss Marsh.

1 2xg| always felt it Stra- et 1 tu,ny'sﬂpointsftcwards
characteris ) wr’rich have be comg.-# B _ * have arisen
frOu hance :

do have in-
fluencedbd-~,r 7 and posSibyy adds ) attaches

to thew~8s pe'plé';wﬁ‘ ‘wor e ecalling in theo:rvves.

I am sure I owe a tremendous debt to Miss Marsh - perhaps more
than to anyone except my parents. When she gave addresses at
Warlies, I was very poor stuff in hany ways. I remember feeling how
different I wast_p Tor who was always an absolutely admirable boy,
and full of spirits besides religion. I remember feeling that I
must try to imitate him, but it was not.natural to me at all.

Perhaps I had better go further back to develop this. I remem-
ber Wlother telling me of facts in my infancy, and perhaps they form
some excuse for mybinferiority to other members of the family which
is certainly a fact of my youth;\ I had some really deplorable tastes
which seemed to come strangely from such admirabl%bggggﬂgs

In private school time and also up to of 16 wher=lirss.

 ons Mansh Came 0%
was Still a reprobatelvﬂclt Seemed natural

at the time to be devoted to this blind aged, sentimental woman,
but when you think of some school=boys having such an experlence now,

i1t seems exotic. Th—thris—Weayit-Wat-g-iblongo-shancs. 1 even wonder
if I should have édopted the cult if Tor had not set t_he example.
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It was almost , sudden conversion on Zunday evening in that beauti-
ful hall with Miss Marsh, talking from the table, looking distinguished
in the light of candles and the dimness of the rest of the room‘filledéw&f
crowds of servants including grooms and laundry women,and others in
the gallery. We were called on to indicate whether we wished to be
Saved,by holding up a hand. Before taking action in this way, I looked
to see if Tor was holding up his.

One way or another I certainly returned to Harrow a few days later
in January 1885 a different person. It was not only that I stopped
teasing other boys, but I became extremely keen that they should become
religious, and induced a great number to join the Scripture Union.

It was an agonising effort, and I am not sure whether it was a
valuable episode because it probably divertﬂLmy energy from school work.
On the other hand it may p0881b17 have increased it, and anyhow'L am sure
1t made a prodigious dhange'in my outlook. The new motivqﬁ me
for a long time afterwafds - certainly all through my‘time at Cambridge,
ard for4;2$:;kyears af terwards.

It Waﬁquntil 1 iiiiig;ed in 189%u§22tpi22%itquzg E%iﬂ§§ politicallx

So ‘ ;
that I ceased to be,a devotee Yof P.MﬂA An odd thing was that this devotion

-

thot several of us felt, was undiminished by the fact that we, led by
Mother, were also extremely amused by P.M's oddities. The appellation
P.M.came from MOther's addiction to mimicking people, and the rendering

. v
which she gave of Miss M's habit of calling her friends fprecious. wigees '



SISTERS.
A peculiar boon of those early days was the pOséessibn;er a I'f i

remarkable group of sisters. They have always seemed to me to be fJ
endowed with a unique combination of charm with reason and an open |
mind and at the same time both religion and zeal for goodness.
An extraordinary expression of their quality was the school which
they carried on at a distant farm on Sunday afternoons. It was
Marly who started this effort; Edie's health not being equal to
such afhleic activity. In those days hawvimg the whole of Sunday
morning was occupied in getting to the Service at Waltham Abbey.
This would have pointed, in these days to a nap in thq‘afternoon.
Ept po sooner had we eaten a heavy lunch, and then gn:nné@lthe

< and fed 14 horses with bread, than we (I had been drawn into
the scheme) set off on the long tramp across the country,laden with
books, to teach some 8 or 10 farm labourers’children, getting home
in the winter long after dark. V. carried thé school on for years,
after Marly married, and added to it an evening clash during the
week for village boys whom she taught to knit, while she read to
them, in the seryqnts' hall. I cannot believe that such exertions
were made by anyagirls of that period. It would be laughable to

think of such activity.now.




GRANDMOTHER

Grandmother is one of the chief of the influences. What we
derived from her in early life, we cannot estimate, but for many years
we were almost living with her for a good part of the year. When I
stayed with her for the ringworm episode % inspired both fear and
liking. She compelled me to learn the 12th chapter of Romans, and I
do not remember resenting this, and I have hundreds of times been grate-
ful to her for it. If she took as much interest in all her countless
descendants as she did in me, she must have had miraculous energy, but
I think she found me specially rather ready to respond to her. Somehow
she was always sympathetic about one's doings.

When I had gone to business, and also at Father's desire joined
the Territorials and became Major in the 2nd Tower Hamlets, it was a
difficult case for her because of her Quéker upbringing. Her extreme
sympathy clashed with her pacifism, and she told me in the most charm-
ing way how she wished she could subscribe to Regimental funds, but
she really wished that I was not joining the Forces,

I must have been a definite admirer by that time because I conspired
to get her to have her portrait é?nted.. I brought into the intrigue
Aunt Runsen, and the result was Hughe's portrait. She was profoundly
sympathetica about all my activities except the military, and wanted
to subscribe freely. She used to say how she would like to give, but
Aunt Anna would not let her, There was something very great about
the strength of her feelings, religious, sympathetic, humane or merely

‘personal.



Grandmother ctd

A second stage came when I was candidate in the Cromer district.
Though over ninety, and blind and feeble, she was eager to join in
helping me, and she detected that Pather was not a political Supporter.
She said to him,"You and I Fowell, must work hard in this election".
She invited me to have a large tea-party for supporters at Colne
House, and left her bed to come among people for a few moments,
leaning on my arm. She impressed me So much, that when she died
I felt that her 1ife owht to be written, and there was an approach
to the da\ﬁhter! of, Tharﬁckeray, Mrs Ritchie, about this. In the end
mother and ‘m’collected her letters and I hope my children will value
the copy of this informal biography of which a fair number were
typed. A public biography would havé been difficult because of the
absence of striking incident from an early age, she having lived for
Myears Since she was a wife of a member of Parliament, my grand-
father having died in 1858 i

In her youth she acte.d as the secretary of her father-in-law, the
liberator. She had an extrabrdinary humour which she clothed in the
most original language. Her patronage was everything to the clergy
and good @ewm works of the nelghbourhood, but she recognised the
different functions of whose whom she befriended.

There was a story of a pike which was bfought to Colne House
by one of the grandsons. The pike had swallowed a large roach and

the Colne House cook reported to @randmother that t.he pike was in




Grandmother ctd

the family way, and not therefore in good condition to eat.

Grandmother replied, "Then send it to % ﬁg VLW

1
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A1l of us brothers and sisters think with affection of Aunt
the Mkt
Eva. She wag\charming and lovable one of our numerous aunts.

Perhaps I had most occasion to love her because after I nursed a

seat in Norfolk I was therefore far more in touch with the Cromer.

e

wend=s and she was a loyal supporter in a social world which was

~

almost entirely hostile. When I was elected in December 1910, the

following day was a Wild snow storm. She and I toured Ehe whole

me as a
Fa

Division, nearly frozen, and I keenly remember her care

bachelor candidate,

aﬁ-&iign

AUNT Loao O

I must not omit the similar affee¢tion of Aunt Laura, who 1like
 Eva, set herself to replace my invalid mother at an electlon. -
At that time my defeat was expected
ak harer
Even my agent left me unattended after the declaration, and attended
by Aunt Laura, I had to make my way through the hostile crowd down
the narrow old street at Aylsham to get my car. We were snowballed
as we went along, but nothing daunted Aunt Laura, and we may hope

that the chagrin of the disappointed Tories was relieved by the

unusual pleasure of insulting the aged widow of an Oxford Professor.

AUNT EMILY.

When I came to London on lesving Cambridge, "No 7" as we called

Aunt Eva's house in Grosvenor Crescent, was a factor in my life.

bk Tha Tones wice c&oapf¢»4517
ard—a—deetaretion at Aylshem—
=N



Influenees ctd., Aunt Emily

Aunt Emily and Chenda were extremely kind in bringing me out
chiefly through dinners at No 7, and at week.end-visits &b Foxwarren.
May Rutson and Sybil Barnes were equally charming in asking

me for week-ends, and at these houses I met interesting people of

a world that was different to our's y Tvese family houses
and other8 family houses too:;l.§ o oxck : ' ’
in b :
sented to meﬁ? marked dgree gﬁ a combination of public spirit with
a rigid determination not to claim any more of it than other people,
and I formed a strong preference for the kind of enthusiasm which
goes with extreme reserve Mhe iing of affection which is not
too demonstrative. Iads€ﬂ~ reserve can be carried too far. Those
members of the family whom I heard make speeches seemed to me to be
unlikely to move an audience, however susceptible, but to my mind
they.displayed a quality far more remarkable than oratorical eloguence.
I was susceptible td the inspiration of the style of Cyrano
de Bergerac which I saw in Parispon the eve of my first Parliamentary
campaign, and which served to help me through It; but I felt a keener
admiration for the Scarlet Pimpernelvdoing his dangerous works of
liberation by stealth. I think that the latter kind of mind is more
glven to enterprise in a serious form.
I can never be grateful enough! to Edie for her well-known incul-

e tones

cation of enterprise, and I deeply regret,yhen I have ignored it.

S



NORFOLK ELECTIONS

I had seven elections in North Norfolk
election campaigns, and Lucy afterwards had two. Ta=3g In the
earlier elections a good deal of rowdyism still survived, much more
80 than in other parts of the country. It 1s curious that the
feeling against Liberals in the early days was even hotter thah
against Labour in the period after the war. At g Holt the toughs
used to!scatter pepper which was an excellent way of destroying
the dignity of the speaker. Once driving through Holt one winter's
night a sudden crash and fall of the broken window into the car
witnessed the'good shot made by a Tory youth with 2 brick.

After the victory in December 1910 when the car was dragged
1nto Cromer by support rs

we approaéhed from ﬁhzgingham, the
N M 1 :,”' &+ y ‘, M BB
Q!Ejgr mob which was mes~sewgef kept up a magnificent bombZrdment

with Stones and lumps of turf from the roadside. These were aimed

at the car on the principle of a ﬂu}i‘ﬁééun, passing over the heads

of supporters and falling on the open car. Rotten e gs were
deftly dropped on tc us in this manner, and Connie'ézgg:t remained
yellow for a long period afterwards. I rather Suspect that this
bombardment was instigated by Lucy, and carried out by the agenc&
of her brother, she being then a leadér of a movement calledN. N.N.N.
signifying "No Noels for North Norfolk."

Afterwards in married days Lucy and I had an exciting time in
Holt moving from the car to the meeting when a menacing crowd
Surrounded us in %gite of two policemen in close escort, and showered

an .

us with gravel., ©Perhaps the climax was reached after the declaration
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Norfolk Elections ctd

of the poll when I was first elected for Labour;;
iifwe had turned from Aylsham and were to go to Some celebration

meetings after a high tea. Gradually a curious noise penetrated from
the front door, and Mrs Kirby shortly entered with all the appearance
of alarm, telling us that the.crowd were breaking the windows.
Sure enough the draught was blewing through the glass of the front
door, asi we made for the car. We could not yileld to the various
entreaties not to emerge, and madfa dash for the car which was all in
darkness, thé crowd being hidden behind it. As I seated myself the
door of the far side waslsuddenly opened, and the hob-nailed bootpf
a political opponent struck me vioiently on the shin. We then felt
the car being tipped up in the attempt ﬁo turn 1t over, and in the
light of the hegd lamps we saw the faithful Mitchell rolling on the
grouqaLGtwined with a tough from Chapel Street.

At last we got off amid showers of stones, and the second car
contalining the agent and others was also attacked as we all charged
through the crowd, the stone going through the back window being

plcked up by our well-known Mrs G&€& which was Subsequently produced

s

jws"” abl oo smgma,,,&

e
<:§; Xpected more fu%fon our return from Aylsham)\and the Police

came round to offer apoldgies for permitting these doings to occur.
Lucy's pungent Speeches in later elections drew the fire of the
enemy's venom from me to her, and we were followed from meeting to
meeting by a well-known squiress whose thirst for Lucy's blood led
her to take the scant opportunity afforded by guestions @ cimed

at myself,

y




Norfolk Elections ctd

Perhaps i1t was my support of the labourers which made the feeling
when I first Stood, more violent than in other divisions. I was the
favouréﬁiof the labourers because I had from the first felt that the
Norfolk wage of 12/- & week,(%nd less when wety prevented worﬁZ)could
not be overlooked by public men,w hether the Liberalism of the day
liked it or not. This was the reason given by a certain landowner
for his efforts to get me blackballed when I came up for election to

the Norfolk Club: efforts which were Successful,



LABOUR

no ‘
the Labour Party. For one thing there was pneu#!ﬁs& for the

Until the great war it never crossed my miaq that Ijgegn :
non-manual worker, and we Liberals regarded Labour as only for the
hofny-handed. During the war two aspects changed my mind. - On the
one hand the Liberals}who under quuith's leadership tended to pursue
1e$//¢/z;é‘/,; ?nd drop theRadical idealism of Campbell Bannerman,
seemed to conform more and more to the Conservative outlogk.

The activities of wartime brought Parties together. For the first
time Liberals found themselves free from hostility, and on war

questions they displayed no difference of view, There were admirable

exceptions.

BuﬁkmaSter‘i particular who had, jpe

that direction, and he felt Stronglzﬂbut said he could not break

loose from Asquith to whom he owed so mqggiz:}

ndeedw Asquith hlmself would have made a better peace than
Lloyd George, but until his overthrow he showed nonpublic sign of
disapproving the purely 'knogk out' policy which L.G. definitely
pursued, thereby winning public favour, and justifying his'expulsion
of Asguith.

The result of this attitude of the Liberals was to make us who
took a special interest in war énd peace questions feel keen to support

candidates of our view, even if they were Labour. I myself took the



Labour ctd

’
A

plunge by supporting the Labour candiddate at a bye-election at
Keighley., I was —fededsiddolelis lectured by the chief Whip, and indeed,

and g'

C.R.B.

it was an act of revolt. & a

it

At the election of 1918 I stood as Liberal-Labour'ﬁ

Charlie Trevelyan gave a lead to malcontent Liberals like myself.

Without Charlie's example I doubt if I should have brought myself
a

to Buch extreme action, beijwaeonvinced compromisor and not by nature

\

a whole-hogger.

I put off joining the Party in the hopes that I could carry
my Liberal Supporters with me if they were given time. Other Liberals
moved to new Divisions, while I invited my old supporters to come
over to a new tabernacle. The strain was too great‘for many of them,
and the fury of some local legders was bitter.

My Tory opponent was confident of success, and at the last moment
a Liberal candidate. was also run against me, but I got in easily in
1922, and still more easily ‘at subsequent electlons. 1In &ll I was
elected for North Norfolk twice as a Liberal, and four times as a
Labourite,

I do not think I should have joined the Party if I had not seen
that one should judge Parties by their deeds more than by theilr words.
Soclalistgare fond of talking in general abstract t erms which, I think,
has largely hampered thelr succews. In practice when in 6ffle6 they
are bound to promote measures which are not more startling than the

best Radical measures of a Liberal Government. For instance, in the
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first Labour Government we did nothing of conseguence except a Housing
Bill and my own Wages Bill, both of which would have been normal to
a Liberal régime.

I was convinced that t he Labour Party represented a far greater
interest in the question of peace and war than did the Liberal Party.
The question was So~litﬁle spoken of by Liberal politicians that one
could be attacked as I was for talking of foreign politics ané denounced
to the electors as the friend of every countrycbut one's own. |

It was the Labour Party wh&cb changed that, and it is essentially ',

compmitted to international areer'gecause it is an international Gewermment,

Ggﬁgfqirganisation. More than that it was recognised by the best Christian

leadérs, e.g. Gore and Temple, as embodying Christian ideals.

Y

I feel that the Labour Party was the ,true successop of the Radical

4 ». | q‘e

It is quite easy to take the view that things have moved in recent times

School of Liberals, It is a question oiﬂdegree of rgy.
quicker than before, and that there is no need to hurry. I can sympathise
with the Conservative outlook, but by conviction I think it is mistaken.
The vast improvements we have seen in social Schemes would never have
come about without the work of those who pushed hard.

There%as a wonderfully good 1llustration of the two Schools wish
when I stayed wit: the venerable Bishop Westcott at Bishop Auckland,
His son was arguing that the workers wer Xell satisfied with their
life, and there was no need to encourage them to complain, because they
were quite as happy as ourselves. JLJD

_/-\
(:ﬁﬁgrreply of his famous father,eg@ressed in &ke tiny low voicejwas
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the simple question: "In one room?" ™y

(::E:ggge a good answer because I think at the}moit comp%gc_nt :
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This bill was a heavy task, and my nose was only kept to the
grindstone by the urgent plight of the farm labourer. Iis wage

which had been adequate for the first time during the war had rapidly

fallen to the old scandalous level when L.G. recklessly repealed the
Agriculture Act. The Mlinistry reported to me cases where labourers
were only getting £1 a week. ' |
We had not a mejority in the 1924 Parliament for aany measures
which did notTecommend the support of the Liberal Party, and this
limited the measures on which the government could embark. Bills
affecting the workers interests were therefore generally speaking
limited to two, namely, housing an&‘rarm*wagas. ‘Wheatley'a Houéing;
Bill encountered grsat‘oppasitien and oceupied much time. The L

other Bill fell to me and we knew that it was doubtful how far the

: Libarals would support us in it, I introduced the Bill with a

provision for restoring the National Wages Board, and a Bill was
referred to a Committee

and the chances of the Bill on second reading looked fairly good, :
but in Grand Committee we found the Liberals luke warm anﬁ.g\ﬁgtiﬁnal

Wages authority was defeated.

Finding this I adjourned the Committee disregarding the advice of

my officials, because I did not wish to be compromised without consult-

ing the Prime Minister. The next step was to discuss with him

whathar to go on, and we éid this at lunch at Downing Strset with :

Conmittee again. Friction developed with the Liberals, and I

despaired of passing any Bill till one evening in the Lobby a

i N
> o Entti s
e
A e SRR e S

Ramsay and Jimmy Thomas. We decided to proceed and called the Crand



GEORGE EDWARDS

My great helper in securing the North Norfokf candidature was
George Edwards, the agricultural labourers leader. He hac revived the
union started by Joseph Arch which hdd died out. Edwards, ag the world
knows from his book, "Crows-scaring to Westminster." was a very re- -
markable man. He was bred in the hungry forties when his<fa€gr -

a farm labourer - went to jall for taking a turnip Lar Eﬁtﬁ For nis
children; as a result of which, he and his mother went to the workhouse.

He was almost g hunéhback; though starved in his youth, had indom-
itable courage. He was an agitator from egrly years and lost his job.
My uncle Louis Buxton of Bolwick then got work for him, and ultimately
hg ggéan to organise the Union from his tiny cottage at Gresham.

When I got to know him in 1907 he was doing all the business of the
Union from a minute attic, reaching meetings all over the counﬂty on
his blcycle, He was also a fervent Primitive Methodlst and local
preacher. When his Union meetings included a committee; he always

openeaﬂwith grace, and sometimes a hymn. He got into Parliament in

| 1923, and 1t was jolly to have him in the House when I was Minister in

charge of the Farm Wages Bill.
My fondness for him was undiminished by his voting against me in

the Grand Committee of the Bill. Itﬂ{;s essential tgﬁpake a compromise
with the Torid¢ in order to get the Bil

%\z;ough , and ﬁh}s involved the

exclusion of a finite minimumlgjpressed

money.  The

having no wish to ‘see the Labour Government SKQCQ% voted 1
LY

directions, and so é@i s ome of the Trade Unionisms whose view" as that
P %"a, | %""% \
N6



George Edwards ctd . )

when the election came W it would make an e}Ztioneering
ery that the Labour Party had ;t,rled in vain to pass a/good Pill.

It was a question Whetheg1 we could drop it and/ Ramsay asked me
to lunch at DOWning 5t to saétle t he queStion'with;im and Jimmy
Thomas. I t@ok the view gﬁat to ralse the farmﬁwages which had fallen
terribly 1ow after the repeal of the war-tlme f“wage, was far more im-
portant than the preserﬂation of an electioﬁycry. The Trade Union’
policy might have pre\nailed if I had not asked for a special Party
meeting,' and plendedfthe immediate needgy of the farm workers. The
event justified my fesistance to Trad?f Union policy. The county
commit.tees were a ggreat guccess, andfit was not long before the
lowest wage in t?e county was brou?‘nt up to 30}— which was the figure

for which Edwar?s and the others ¥oted as a national minimum; and

when the election came we could jpoint to real benefit conferred by
the Labour Gov‘ernmen‘o. Dicaaia,

, In spite of this the Tories re-captured every rural division
m the whole7countr-y except mine. rwédwards was a real friend. He
was a genuine gentleman, snd it was a great pleasure to have him
Staying with us at Colne Cottage - a pleasure enhanced by his quaint

tastes such as an abhorrence of novels, and habit of taking seven

lumps of sugar in his tea.
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5.

LIST OF DOCUMENTS TO INSERT OR REFER TO

The Liberator. Preamble to my Public Trust.
My Tract 1910. Morals and Religion.

Article on Trust system Contemporary Review.
(Files of my review articles are at Adstock Vicarage.)

Articles in 19th century and ﬁontempérary, ete. from about

1900.
Article on a day's gardening, not published.
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An enterprise with Whitehouse which I still often think of with
pleasure was his campalgn for preventing the London parks being spoiled
by a memorial to Edward V1l. The pfficial proposal was to make a
great roadway and stone bridge across St James' park from St James'
Palace to Queen Anne's Gate. Itvwould Have beeén a deplorable injury

'fo the park and the delightful lake, and the view along thelwater would
also have been obstructed,

Whitehouse made speeches and got me to back him up, and old lLord

Carlisle who was an artistic notable wrote forcibly in the "Times."
X

™ ~

The Government gavevway a1d made mother scheme for a triumphal
road across Green Park, going so far as to erect tthplendid gates at
the high point in Piccédilly waich'record the attempted scheme as do
the gates opposite St James' Palace. This time the Prime Minister
intervened, aﬁd said nothing would alter the determination of the

Government.

However, Whitehouse beat him,

have..displayed-ifnot-ted t5 Dattie—by-my—shmpmryteader. )
%andifbe end was most satisfactoBy - ? arks of pr;c ess value were

ol Shoa plirt A
saved end East End acqu1red a park,whloh otherwise Would never have

N
eXisted. i)
g DY L <ot ik tally

adowed Alo Q;MM el Q/Uw\.% ' cmfg',b»p&\,(
rlilx f/fbuajut Al d) Aouans Ciuﬁ*mgma{~ﬁiﬂ. “%'
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Anglo-Cerman Relations.
In 1910, when I faorst felt the exteeme urgency of the subject, very

few people regarded war as unavoidable, and I was encouraged by the views
. of important British ambassadors, to see that relations with Germany

I could be affected for the better.
§ The logical course was either to aim at avoiding a clash, or to en-

sure security by superior force. As we could not be sure of the lattep, i
Wwis reasonable to urge the former. Germna politicians were, of course,
difficult to.deal with, and there were men like Tirpitz who wanted war.
Military factors always need restraining, and on the Germna side they
were less restrained than in other countries, because pride in war is
widespread in CGermnay. On our side it was natutal to feel Germnay t§
be parvenu, on their side 1t was natural to elaim the position of the
largest nation in Europe, and to be jealous of the British Zmpire.We were
inclined to deny them equal status. Friction arose from $he time of the
Jameson raid, and it increased in the days of Algisiras. However, the
prospect of peace was hopeful until I908, when Grey decided to quarrel
with Austria aboutif the annexation of Bosnia. It was & technical point,
as_she had. governed Bosnia since 1878, and everyoné who travelled there,
as I d4id in 1902, knew it to be the only decent government in the Bal-
kans, Grey reversed the British tradition of friendliness to Austria,
which had been so marked that I remeﬁber Dilke speaking in the House ,
quoting the saying that if the Austro-Hungarian Empire did not exist,
it would be necessary for us to create it. Lord Courtenay and others
condemned Grey's action. It lead to the crisis in which Germany backed
Austria, as , in the Kaiser's words,"her ally in shining armour",and
Russia was humiiiared.War was brought definitely neares.

I remember seeing at the Agadir crisis tie intense feeling in‘*Ber-
lin on the question of colonies. Shop windows showed maps cplouring the

world largely red, which succeeded in rousing patriotic German pride at
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| /a1l pride may be foolilsh, but we have
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& Hi 1 (2)
g;omparative.tbtal -’alal to German colonial claims, The ambition was

; ctlyzwhat our own %-uld have been if in their shoes ; and with their
,1it&ry pawer, most f« us would have favoured an attempt to right the

‘oposing that it could not be done otherwise.Natiom-

Ejuagi@é by force,
not regarded it as 80, anyhow since

the days of Kipling.|
We had annoyed e Cermnas by deterring France from concessions

after Agadlr. Mauricl de Bunsen, then Ambassador at Madrid, wrote me

ch than the French.
; r, Many historians hold that we were Tresp ponsible

~that we were more Fi
~ Then came the

f&r ancouraging Rus* to mobilise and to back Serbla, whose governmentb

~is now known to be n;.pohsible for the murder of the Archduke at Sarajevo-

s
,W
1
I

Hﬁwaver that may be Lere was nothing to de for the prevention of war in

x
th%-future, except d) win the war and arrange & durable séttlement. I had

 samathing fd do in . former direction, when I was asked by lLloyd
”G&orge and Churehll | o go to Bulgaria, and use ﬁhat-influence I had

'.rlal, or even to bring her to our side.I have told

' to say about this busiﬁfffijggt having been given

orge wished, the objeqt had to be pressed at home,

there to keeD her né

g

_elsewhere what I ha
—

authority as Lloyd (

l
I
i
and on gettlng -ack' brought L.G. into contadcy with tie Bulgarian Mi-

nister in London.

vice L.G. got me to give dinnQrs at tue Savoy Hotel,

and at one moment he ommitted himself to what was\gecessary in talk

with the Bulgarian MiniXper, but Grey again intervene and the matter
drageged on. The gpeat obstycal was the hostile influence\of our mi-
nister at Sofia, who was vio ently anti-Balgarian. It was ot until the

symmer that Grey saw that I was \right, and removed Lim. It was\ then 100

late. Bulgaria had further allied erself with Germany, and the

wgs that the German road to Turkey was completed, and the war prolonged

~ by perhaps two years.



at breakfast ; once one of the prineces, then a young boy, had refus¢

, {OF
For atéme I worked in the Admiralty, but soon I saw that there
was much to Pg/dpfé/ do in the cause of a durable settlement after the

war, Those of us who foresaw that a knockout vietory would mean a peace

'humiliating to Germnay, and WOuld further lead to a war of revenge, in

fact more sacrififce for a worse result, had a hard job. Even'the reasonab-
le Cecil thougﬁt that a knockoﬁt gonld be followed by a durable settle-
ment. Lord Landédcwn in 1917, argued for.such a settlement by negotia-
tion ,but ewen he was rejeeted, and the result was the humiliation of
Germany, the Germam thirst for revenge, and the war of '39.

It was difficult to believe that men so much clevefer than ayself
could be in the wronge. How often have I had %o regret that we of the mi-
nority proved right. In the House of Commons I did not work with men

like Ramsey and Snowden, who were definitely anti-war, but thought it

| better to attack the different aims on which the policy of the knock-

ouy was based,e.g. the plan of carving up Austraa and depriving Germaay

of colonies. Valter Long in dabate, while attacking Ramsey and the Union

of Democratic Control, distinquished between them and me, saying that I

was sound on the prosocution of the war, and therefore should be listen-

ed to, so that he would treat my arguments seriously. I was therefore a«h#w
pparantly succesful in my tacties. I persued them by gettiﬁg Lloyd '-%
George to breakfast at Rutland Gate, and putting before him maps shdwubﬂ j

ing how devolution of pawerﬁ in Austpo-Hungary, would satisfy real

national claims, and would also keep Austro-Hungary from Germany. 3 in7
vited 7illie Buckler of the American Embassy, to breakfas§, in ordagﬁéé
reming L.G. of the United States in connection with t;eir policys LG
was very charming and admired the carrots whieh we were growing in ouy

back garden, and told us stories of interviwsws at the Palace, especis

hgiﬁ porridge, and on being rressed by the Queen, s
i -‘i".‘—-v_,_r ! I8N |
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‘ 1umps in 1% I" He ook care not to seem Lostile, but he was really

‘ committed to tie knoekout policy whiceh justified his seizing the Pre-
miership. In the early days of tie L.G. Government, that is Dec. IQI6,

a speech by Balfour seemed to say that the Govermment was intending to

~ negotiate with Austriaj about this time, Smuts met tie Austrian repre-
senbdative. However, before tha House met again after the Ch-istmas
reseess, tha& had become committed to the"delenda Austria™ policy, and
when I ratsed the question in the House, Balfour made this plain. Ma-
zaryk, who contended with me in the columns of the Statesman, had made
an impression on ministers, and enabled them to use Czeckosslovackia
as an argument for destroying Austria. We only knew adter the war that
Balfour had said in a mammranda to the Cabinet, that to destroy Austria
would meoan a strénger Germany , because all the German land would be-
come united. When we h:d obtained the Knockout, we went further than |
breaking up Austria j;we cut Cermnay in two by creating the Polish Gorr1~<
dors To this day I do not understand how ministers thought tuat Germany {
cut in half by the Corridoe, would settle down to contented peace.

The deplprable election, immedistely following the war, produced
what wgs called a"Parliament of hard-faced men."i19I9 was the critical
time, and the knackoat election showed itself in the grotesque settle-
ment. L.G., argued for sensible terms, but was overruled by the threat-

ening message sent to him by about half the members of the House of
Commons, demanding that he should show no weakness, Among these, oddly
enough, were Halifax and Sam Hoare, Smeh was the blindness oaused by
victory, even among thinking men., Liberal and Labour had been un seatad,
as I was, by the election, and no serious obstacal co uld be made to %g?

poliey of Versailles. Further the treaty with Germamy had been dictated

with every circamstance of humiliation.
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i P&ris Conferencs lost interest when the fate of the smaller enemy

{ries came up for settlement in the succeeding sumumer, after the big
ors had gone home. I went out in August, because the case of Bulgaria
fﬁiéoﬁing on,and their f&ithful friend Bouchier beggad me to Join him., Bal-
}?f'qu in charge for England, Henty White for America. His half-bréther
‘él&ie Bugkler, got me to lunch with him at tie Cepion Hotel. He was per-
,éa%ly gound from my point of view, but the Americans seegﬂ%d to have no
‘§¥$¢ in putting their ideas forward, apparantly thinking that they were
 h¢teurs beside the French and British diplomats. Arthur Ponsonby,My
ffghew, was with me and we ahd an interesting time,Hoover who was in con-
ftgl of the American relief‘wark, gave us linch at a restaurant in tie
?#iysea, and I remember the floods of eream which were in evidence. As
;gﬁtral Burope was then largely starving, and the German babies wers with-
h?u milk, the eream with which Paris abouded, made an impression on us. Th

o

éﬁeat space at the foot of the Ellysee, held a great pile of captured can=

One day the Bulgarian delagates wefe brought to raris, and placed in
ﬁ house like prisoners, not being allowed contact witgényane, Stamboliski,
fhﬁir Premier, had opposed thgﬁar, and résked hisd liﬂé in doing so, but he
i/é been addressed by the French general who signed the armistide witp
Bulgaria,as "sal cochon"., With him as secretary was iiss stancioff,whom
@hﬁrlie and I had seen #n Paris on the way back from the Balkand in_IQIﬁ,

ﬁhpn she was nursing the French wounded, and who afterwards came %o Lag-'

&qm, when her father was appointed Minister there. o
Arthur and I went on to Vienna, and there visited hospitalag ‘and ;

@gw the distress which prevailéd., All the men seemed to be carryiag knapﬁi
E&aks, in which to place any food tlLey might obtain by going out to farmsg
n tie country. is we entered Vienna in a luxury train, we were dining iﬁ

pie restaurant, and the starving Austrians relieved their feeling®
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spitting at the windows. It was nbt eaay to enjoy our dinner, realising

;iheir point of view.

By tie help of an English doctor who was due in Budapest, we got

f& chanee of going on to Budapest in his special train ceneisting of one
‘fcarraige. The eity was in disorder, and when we got to the hotel(Hotel
55Hungari&) , Arthup, who was to follow with the laggage, did not turn up.
QERoumanian troops were in occhpation, and nobody could answer for tieir
' gonduct. I forced my way to the H.Q, of tLe Roumanian general, and in

_time Arthur reappeared. The hunger was even greater than at Vienna,and

at the hospitalx.we saw the babies still covered with wewspapers, which

| for a long time had been their only blankets, The Russians had stolen all

the hospital supplies, including the milk, It was a fearful situation for

"the proud and ancient Hungariand to be ander the thumb of Balkan upstarts,

. 'One day we were in a house facing the old bridge of the ancient capitaa,

which cressds the Danube, when band music was heard, and we saw Roumanian
troops mareing onto the bridge. No-one had thought that the old eity . ./
would 53 so degraded, and the Hungariang were deeply moved .However, they
must have seen that they had brought it upon themselves by éénding thev
ultimatum ti Serbia, whieh began the war., I asked one who had been a mi-
niste% then, if he Lad realised at. the time that thej@liimatum would mean
war. He sald certainly he did,and that they had hoped for it,

‘We could not ratﬁrn to Vienna by train, becausé tie Roumanians wan-
ted to be cut off from the wast, and had announced that any train crossir

t he bridge would be bombed.
Getting back té Paris, I wrote to Balfour about the distrass,as

he eould give orders. He asked me to lunch and we had a very interesting 4

talk, Philip Car(afterwards Lothlan) being with us. I learnt later tiat

ample stgres were quickly sent to the hospitals at Vienna and Bud&past.ﬂﬂ

I attempted to give Balfouty an accurate view of tie Roumanians by telling

|

1
i

g



 him of the inadeq

*f';giﬁigter in thglféiga of the chief hotel, holding the hand of a demi-
monde, while~t§1ff«'

| ¢7)
acy of their civildzation. I mentioned a particalar

with a foreign diplomat. I ought to have remember-
@d ecarnestness. To pull me Qﬁlhe interjected "I wish Lo

We too & M ' '
FWwent to Berlin with Ramsey and Joe King. 'We stayed in

“Badssernoff Hotel, and it was strange to be in such a
fé hardly any food. The substitute for jam was unspaak»,?

able, We were aud

»d at thearparant absence of any hostile feeling, Peorp '

Agéfﬁbemgé‘eéwéd, and many men were going about with very little on execep

hakers and Americand were still doing relief work on 8

. an overcoat. The

great scale. Ramdlgy did not like being taken to see these things, but

when we went on Geneva for the Internqtioﬁal Labour Conference,we pe:.
suaded him to ad

that he then mad

R R S

gss a meeting about #t. It was characteristie of him

a most mo?ing speech, and showed that he had abserved

e

L]
pquent years I went often to Germany. The Frehch po-

liey of §1n~prie was the main feature, and the most alarming side tha

B T

~i waw was wépt Affican soldiers off the most pronounced negro type,swagg:

el -

lon of rulers over the Germans, at Mainz. When the JP

ing in their pos
3uhr had been in

e

ted, the responsible man, Fointare, was inwited to

Jﬁf.iéJ?%} &s’vrwé?;és of showing him reason, but he wgs found absolutely
intractable, as members of the Government told me,aad the conference

was broken off,
After we had been in Office in I924, I had ah interesting experi-

ence when Ramsey was inwvited to address tlie French Institute about the
labour Party. He was nervous of going him&élf, and got me to go in his
vlace, I saw several leading men, and was more than ever aﬁazed at

French wantior logic. They admitted that their roliey of pin-pricks en-

4 ' would eventually
| sured the hostility of Germany, and that Germany
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vag an enormous shock when in tha beginning of 1933, Hindenburg

?tlar éhaaoe}lnr, presumably hoping that resyonéibility would pro=-
;?1ty. Bat a reign of terror immediately began, In the spring I
?-Bgrlin; and saw several ministers, in company with Tewans and Ben
féhﬁ,ﬁritish Quakers agents had agquited a strong position, and I
2-1t just worth while to appeal to the Nazis to let them visit the
tration camﬁs. which had already began their diryy work, and to
F:t British publie oppinion, which they then strongly dasi;ed.wculﬁ
enated by illegal violence, which was so contrary to the Germpan
ion, After seelng Goebbels, Rosahbuig, von Papen and Gen. Blonburg,
. an interview with gitler, but it was a forlorn hope as I had réae
 He declared that eve:ybody loved him, and that if he went into the
. a hundred thousand people would cfmud to acclaim him. He soon

o raving against the communists, and violently asserted that every

}st was a oriminal. He shouted in this strain as if we were a pub-

eting, and we broke off the talk. |
The Hitler period is familiar to all because the danger

;gevidant and was the chief feature of the time. To keep the peace |
i1l more a failing hope than before, but the game‘was not whally
;zt least in the eyes of oudr ministers who did not peepare for war.
‘!conflict might be avoidéd by good relafions én the personal side,
%th the German representatives in /‘London. My friends and I thought i
[EVLRE] EH1 kPP LRI EPRBRIFLER] LR/ S AR/ AARLALSFH4 /198 wortn while
f speeches in this direction in the Lords, and Lophian was a powergf
3oaate in thid line. I thought it a good thing to keep in toueh.wiihv
‘ministers. Hoeseh in particular was a rational man, and when he &i&
fy, some suggested that his aimable countymen in the Nazl Party had

i him. Dirksen ahd a good nmame as a proffessional diplomat,and
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“was gaﬁnin;t Eibﬁéh%ﬁér:ﬁas more . A

tn@nrtaﬁt than any of tiam, but ha was cartainly a difficalt and wooden-

miaded man, Some reople handled him sensibly. Sydney Clive who was Chame

berlain of the Diplomatic Corps, had him to stay and shoot.Others showed
' their dislike, and the Press made every occasion for affence. Our own
Foreign Secretary falled to correct this. Here is an illustmation. The
Germaﬁ Embassy ocectpies two of a line of houses, which have common rigits
" %o the terrace QV*vlooking s.James Park. Bibbentrop wantei to have the
terrace ovrposite his houses more private, and as tuey are tie end houses
this was easy and perfectly propers. Instead of putting this through as we

>

wowld have done for the Russians of the French, Ribbentrop was told that

he must arrange it with the neighbouring householders if he gould. It is
quite possible that this might turn the scale in the mind of a rather stu-

pid man, and lead him tb decide that nothing could be done with these in-

. fernal, insular-minded British.
: Perhanrs it was too late when Chamberddin attempted appeasemant,

\

&

5 and sent Neville Henderson to Berlin, but it raised hopes. I had knoen

; Henderson, and stayed with him when he was minister at Eelgrade,'and saw

him more than once at Berlin up to IQEB;}Wh@n.he forst took up his post, he

diseussed with the Head of the Foreign Office the way %o show friendliness

. at Berlin, and the redply was that ah no account should he make any abtempt

~ at friendliness whatever. As the chief contact of a foreign aiglomat is with
the iead of the Foreign Office, one can sce what stupendous conseguences

% might result from this apparantly small personal factor.

j In these years our want of loglc révalled that of the French, We

| sublimely offared'guarantess'to Poland and Roumania, and committad ourselves

to war as if we had boundless power in Eastern Zurope, when in fact we were

helpless. If it is true that we did this as the result of Prench insistence,

that is no excuse, If it is true that in I940, we were in danger of actually
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lossing our independence, that is the mesurs of our madness in defying

German action in the East wit;out due preparation. Baldwin and Chamber-
lain must be held responsible, because they knew the facts and consealed
them from the country. They were either blind or reckless, or they aere
1like members of tie @roup Movement who have been given guidence superior
to ressnn. The latter seems to me the most indefensible of tie excuses.
Fow men whth very good brains can act as if they were at the best mis-
guided mystics, is a thing which I can never understand.

In subsequeny years I went deveral times to {i¢/ Berlin, and also
to the de Bunsens near uologne, and the Bismarcks in Pomerania. In '38
I went to see Henderson, and on arriving in the evering, found an in-
vitation to dine at the Fmbassy. 1 was tlreé enough wit. the journey, and
would gladly have got off, but of courese answvere& that I would go. Hav-
got there, and hoping to get away fairly early, I found it was a large
party with the Londonderries expvected, and they were about an hour late.,
However I forgave Lord I in the end, because we had a long and useful
talk after dinner. The coldnial question was then to the front, and it
wis rather an episoée that the Aga Khan was seeing minisfers on the same
lines as myself. This famoud winner of the Derby invited me to meet nim
at the Adlen, angﬂés quite a novel sort of ally for ue to work with.In
these years it seemed to me madness neither ot keep overwhelming force,
nor %o attempt a "modué& vivendae". One could not be surprised at Hitler
leaving the League of Nations, when Sir Jonn Simon, the Foreign Secretary
declared that the Allies were not boudd in the sense tl.at everybody had
understood. Ye had many @ebates in thelords, and I reminded noble lords
of tne German point of v1eN, the blockade, the Ruhr, the control by ne-
gro troops; and I was thrilled one day by Lord Lothian alluding to" the

admirable speech of my noble friend, Lord N3B.". He was very active, and



gent to see Hitler escorted and-interpreted by my seceetary Conwall
Vans.

Perhaps peaee was impossible after 1933, and it was generally
felt that Hitler meant to fight. Pacifists thought not, but I thought
it probable that he and his colleages, Goering and Goebbels, were the
sort of men who would be attracted by a great gamble, and to gamble with
the chance of bring ing down the British Empire, would be the greatést
gamble in histéxy. But I held that if you are dealing with a mad bull,
you don't wgve a red flag in front of him, but.keep him quiet as bong as
you sen. Hitler proclaimed his hore of friendship with Engédnd. He had
joined the League at one time. It would probably ahve made a gre&t differ
ence if the Englidsh press had been restrained from continually jeering at
him in «a way that no otiher Huropean press was doing.

The attitude of the Labour Tarty seemed to me very ullogical and al

-

&
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so dangerous. They adopted tl.e most provocative and anti-German eX-

pressions, and at tie same tome they opposed preparation for wgr,while
they reconciled their own minds by declaring t.at we should appeal to
the League to take action against Italy over tae Abbysinian questiom.
They‘knew that t.e League could do.nothing except with British forces.

I could inly excuse this on the ground taat it had been an effort to

of force as part of tie League pro-

14}

adopt the Labour view to the us
gramme . it wgs unrealistic , and I myself thought that Hitler was pro-
bably rsady to go to war. As an illustation of my attitwde, I Beported
o high aut.ority whay I saw of the air-base in the Isle of BiLrl,
when I went there with Rufus in 1935, ti see the Bismarcks. Of course
it was the Covt. who were Iresp nsible for informing the gountry, &nd
Eildﬁiﬂ yas far more to blame, but 1t was natural that conservatives
dsfend-d Baldwin, on tie grounds that the Labour Farty had influenced
public oppinion, ma¥ing it difficult for Lhim tO adopt war preparatione.
The'Foreign Office was #iolently anti;German, snd we gave the
impression of being sublimely superior to th growth of German force,
which made our policy seen still mdre irritating. e drifted along,
assuming that‘we were in no danger, and finally offered guaf&ntees,whick
helped to incresase the punishment inflicted on Poland Roumania and
Greece. If we did not megn that we would do anything for Poland, we snould: -
rave left that question alone, and allowed the inevitable quarrel betweem

Germany and Russia 1o continue. .
We humanitarians have often been reproved for wanting England to

police Turope, and bt smased me when the Government/afpptéd/ versued

such a policy an an extreme form. _
1919 saw the supreme cLance of establishing a sane peace, but we

lost it, owing, 1 supposse, to the same sublime confidence that we had mo=
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thing to fear from ressurrected German power. e gave Germany tlhie most

imperative motive by cutting the country in tweé parts. Whatever other
ambition may have moved Hitler, the severing of Germany by tlhe Polish
Corridor, ensured thearrival of a conflict, whétever governmant zrose in
Germany. The only possible wayg to avoid it would have been close and
partial friendshjp between Engddnd and Germany, which we did not mean to

.

give. I hope and pray thet the partition mgy be reversed and Poland

given an access to the sea east of E.Prussia. War must otlLerwise come

againe
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