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Solitary

Last portion of the time
Hereafter

Marriage

Verse

Invalidity

Agreement

By general agreement
Performance of the commanded act
Conjoining

Qualification of religious
judgement

Compliance

Consensus

Justification

One of two sides

Legal judgements
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Willingness

Hastening

Exception
Recommended
Demonstration, Inference
Being capable
Employment

Seeking forgiveness
Self-sufficient
Questioning
Necessitation
Continuity

Homonym

Verbal homonym
Wide spread usage
Fundamental principle
Principles of jurisprudence
Existing opposites

To harm

Being inclusive
Ungqualified opinion
Repetition

Proper consideration
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Two considerations

Objection

Carrying out the punishments
Requirement, Requisited
States of being

Necessary connection, Necessitation
Necessitating

Agent

Signs

Sign

Performance

Fulfilment of the command
Particular abstinence
Invalidity of consequent
Transference of the ownership
Limitedness

Humanity

Being exclusive

Distinction

Jurist

Native speakers of a language
Linguists

Realization of the act
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Obligating

This is far from...

Parts

Parts of the act

The portions of the time
Word play

Principal judgements
Five Judgements
Non-principal legal judgements
Detailed proofs
Foundation

Associates

Existing opposites

More general

The more plausible, More likely

Strong position
Majority of scholars
Majority

Signs

Imperative
Unqualified command
The composition

The beginning of the time
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Preferable
Contemporaries

How distant is this from that
Permissibility, Allowed
Performance
Affirmative

Offense

Conclusive consensus
By consensus
Defaulting, Avoiding
Refraining

Lack of intention
Permission to perform the act
To make lie down

To discourse at length
Without condition
Avoidance
Announcement
Forcing

Poverty

Resentment
Performance of act

First impression
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First impression

Cold

False

By nature

In the general sense

In other words
Argument, Investigation
Investigation of Ijtihad
Due to reality

In accordance with custom
Linguistically
Particularly

Hastiness

Substitute, Substitution
Elemental

Ugliness

In general

Absurdity

Falseness, Invalidity

A part

Some Sunni
Incomprehensible

Adultery
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Persistence

Deserveness of the Condemnation

Men of eloquence

Fallacious

Explanation to what is obvious

Sales

Followers of the followers
Followers

Emphasis
Consequent

Delay
Contemplation
Interpreting

Coming first to mind
Dual

Divisibility of Ijtihad
Figurative usage

To take heed

Being chasted

To acquire what has been acquired

True resolution
Verification

Inquiring

o/fY &

JAAEE S AH
\5/5¢ Wl

YV ol

Y/50 Olol U T
VFIAD § 5l

VoY el b
Ve/vy o el
WAy aSU
1v/04 JUl

\o/rs -l
Q/FY Jold
VYN s

W0 Lol

Y/)Y Ll

AY s\ga N g 520
VIYs el
o/ve 2l
V08 pandl
VEIVA - Jeolsdl Jeass
YRV e

VIVY V2 /Y0 Gaid

Vo VY G



Arbitrary
False arbitrary
Being located

Specification, Limitation

Option, Equal option
Contemplation

Remissness, Slackness
Interpretation

Preponderance

The repetition of the indications
Non-performance

Abandon

Non-performance

Non- compliance

Abandoning the commanded act
Abandonment of the Obligatory
Disobedience

True combination
Non-performance

Being in the same level, Equality
Conceding

Appellation, Naming
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Equating

Conflict

Verbal text
Declaration
Conceptions
Conception of meaning
Opposition

Multiplicity

Inclusion, Inclusive, Inclusiveness

Custom

Exalted

Hastening
Multiplicity
Diverting

A purely arbitrary
Rational perception
Suspension
Disparity
Interpretation
Make understand
Priority
Assumption, Supposition

Prepayment of Zakat
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Limitation

Continious repetition, Repeated
Repetition

Pretense

Religious obligation, Obligation
Legal obligation
Validity

Example

Differentiation
Contradiction
Contradiction

To clarify the argument
Verification of argument
Recurrency
Interpretation

Means to arrive at
Explication

Neutral position
Threatening

Preparation

Demanding the act
Common factor

Unaware
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Particular
Particulars

Particulars which have different

€ssences

Particulars which have shared

essences
Anguish

Body

Plural, Coincidence

Agreement between the two

contradictaries

Together with which has a definite

artic

Brief

Majority

Genus

Permissibility, Permission
Ignorance

Menstruating woman
Conclusion

Pilgrimage

Proof, Authoritative

Definition
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The level of consensus
Contingency

Punishments

Letter by letter

The prohibition
Appropriateness of the act
Restriction

Restriction of the proof
Occurrence of obedience
Fulfillment of the condition
Obtaining certainity

Truth

Veridical

Essence of the act, Essence of the

action

Universal reality

The essence of being

Real legal meaning

Real customary meaning

Real linguistic meaning
Declarative statement, Declaration
Two wisdoms

Wisdom
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The required wisdom VE/AS & sl 18
Sweetness AYO 55l
Sourness A¥0 45 5andl
Realm of denial q/AY C*“}:"
Informative sentence, Statement RA AR
Indirect implication Y/¥A &5 Q\L;
Direct implication \/FA Ll.ai ’L\.E;
Disagreement q/vy S
Against original usage gine SN O
Non-verbal difference VIOY (S sme ONS
Two different things v/e0 oLds
Option g/0¥ L
Perpetually VE/YY ’LJ\:
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Motive V$/00 u,c\,\ﬂ
Indicator vy/es Ji
Baseless claim, Assertion Y / AD (V¥ /?O S 53
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Essence

Slaghtering
Condemnation

All sound mind
Competent person
Laps of period
Prepondeant, Predominant
Beasts of burden
Opinion

Rank

Preponderance
Preponderance of the act
Humid

Folk

Removal of probability
Removal of the distress
Particular prostration
Prostrate

Provisions

Alms

Adultery

Grazing sheep

Negative proposition
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Cause
Predatory animal

Prostration

Elimination of the obligation
Cancellation of the Obligation
Healthy

Tradition

Objection, Request

Master

Single witness

Widespread

Prerequisite

Necessary condition

Divine law, Religion

Legally

Legally, Legal

Sharing

To commence

Law

Doubting

Two witnesses

Scruple from prohibited act

Companions
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Validity

Validity of the methods
Healthy

Essential properties
Contrary characteristics
Particular prayer

Noon prayer

Prayer

Universal prayer
Protection

Mode

Opposite

Particular opposite

General contrary, General opposite

Two Opposites, Opposites
Self-evident

Figuratively

Request

Demand for the act

Request for the existence of the act

Request of the pure essence
Cleanness

Physician
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Appearance of the word AR M‘J‘“w
Probability, Uncertainty ARKATA u”j ‘
Presumption VA/PY u‘u ‘
Non-certain indications AR R E I
Non-certain texts ¥y adl b
Probability of the method viv G Bl ib
Immediately LoD S
Regular habits VE/vs Slall
Habit v/vy saldl
Disobedient VE/YY e\l
Disobedient YOV Lob
Layman YE/) u,a\.gﬂ
Ritual obligations VWIAY Ol
Expressions 0/fA ol
Another term V£ /%0 6,—" sle
Futile VI¥Y Cus
Without purpose \/Yy L:_‘_;
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Indivisibility of Ijtihad
Obidiance not being actualized
Originally non-existent
Custom

Legal custom

General custom
Customarily

Customarily

Intention

Intention to perform the act
Partisanship

Conjunction

Chastity

Reason, Intellect
Intelligents

Rational

Pure intellective

Connecting factor

The connection of the whole and
part

The authorizing connection
Knowledge, Certainty

Science of morphology
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Theology

Science of language
Science of logic

Science of syntax
Knowledge of acts
Knowledge of pure essences
Knowledge of attributes
Scholars

Scholars of all cities
Certainty of the judgement
Alternatively

In detail

Alternatively

By approbation

By choice

Causality

Generality

General statement
Unmindful

Purpose, Deadline
Highest degree of humility
Usurpation

High probability
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Wrong

Clearly false

Obvious false

Non ritual matters

Not intended

Invisible things

Important benefit
Difference

Beneficial note

Slave girls

Examination

Substitute sacrifice, Sacrifice
Obligatory act

Positive law

Cutting of the jugular vein
A clear faleshood
Invalidity

Invalidity of methods
Differentia

Proper

Understanding, Positive law

Promptness, Immediate

performance
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Understanding

In technical term

In reality

In mind

Customarily

In ordinary language

It is open for discussion
Performing a substitute
Rule

Prior to mid-day
Acceptability

Evil deeds

Common factor

Power

Posterior ability
Circumstantial indications
Verbal indications

Secluded indication
Associative sign

Indication

The least that can be imagined

Certainly
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A little

Little use, Being of little benefit

Analogy in language, Philological

analogy

By analogy to it
Two restrictions
Restrictions

he Book (Quran)
A lot

Detestation, Reprehensibility

Refraining, Desisting
Infidels

Expiation

Whole

Universal

Natural Universal
Metonymy

Universal being there
Particular being

The nuances of demonstration
Not being specified

Inevitably
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To be cleared
Consequent, Antecedent
Rational consequent
No wonder

Permission

Necessary connection
Legal necessitation
Customary necessity

Rational necessity, Rational

necessitation

Grace

Linguistically

Lexical meaning
Utterance

Constantly

Sources

Substance [Matter]
The quiddity of the act

Essence of obligation,

Quiddity of obligation
Conditional quidity
Unconditional quidity

Compounded quidity
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What is commanded, Commanded

act

Permissible
Jurisprudential arguments
Discussion of the words
Immediately

Principals

Principles of the posterior sciences

Emphasizing
Posterior

Immediately understood,

Preliminary perceptive
Dissimilar

Affirmers

Reasonable, To be sound
Actualized
Synonymous

Equals

Enjoined

The two opposits
Enjoined

Two distinct things

Contradictories
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Concomitant

Object of obligation
The case at issue
Univocal

Rational example
Two similar things
Figurative

Linguistic figuratives
Figurativeness
Individual collective
Impossible, Absurd
Import

Upshot of disagreement
Semi scholars

Locus of the dispute

Locus of the dispute, Crux of the

argument

Locus of the quality
Predicate

Audiences

Disobeying the imperative
command

Praise
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Source

The claimed

Tenor, Signification
Real concept

Knife

Censured

Pending

Status

Inverted Term
External preponderance evidence
Preponderance
Outweighed
Rejected
Compound, Composed
Related

Once

Problems
Hurriedness
Context

Equation

Effect

Impossible

Employed
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‘Arabi were allowed to have their effect when Iran had
definitely turned Shi®, and this in the very capital of the new
nation, Isfahan.

The names of Mir Damad and Mulla Sadra will be
frequently heard during this Colloquium side by side with
those of Ibn Bajja, Ibn Tufayl and Averroes. It is hoped that
this unusual, simultaneous approach to two quite different
“schools” of Islamic philosophy will cast some new light on
what this philosophy is all about.

Hermann Landolt
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“representative of God” (khalifat Allah) on earth to be
directly inspired by God. It is not very difficult to see, then,
what might have led to his execution in 587/1191 in Ayyubid
Aleppo, at the age of 36 solar years. All the more
remarkable is the fact that the ishraqi “leaven” kneaded into
Avicennism by the young Shaykh continued to be active in
further developments in the Muslim East, and it has to be
added that this East was now, i.e., after great changes
occurring in the Muslim world in connection with the
Mongol invasions, beginning to assume a more distinctly
Iranian identity of its own. Other great names should
certainly be mentioned in this context, too, such as Khwaja
Nasiruddin-i Tusi, whose defense of Avicenna and new
interpretation of Shi‘ism may to a certain extent have been
influenced by Suhrawardi’s ishraq. Moreover, there is a
spiritual dimension not to be overlooked in the process: the
emigration of the great Spanish-Arab mystic Ibn ‘Arabi to
the Orient, and the reception of his thought by Shi‘i thinkers
such as Tusi’s contemporary, ‘Ali b. Sulayman al-Bahrani,
and later on Sayyid Haydar-i Amuli or Ibn Abi Jumhur
al-Ahsa’i. Of course this is not to deny the impact of Ibn
“Arabi on Sunni Sufism, nor is it to imply that Iranian
Shi‘ism did not have its own strict opponents of anything
remotely philosophical. It remains nevertheless a significant
fact that the spiritual catalysts of both Suhrawardi and Ibn
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in the Arab world until very recently, and that the credit for
a continued existence of philosophy in the East must go
primarily to Suhrawardi, who followed quite a different
path.

Although Suhrawardi remained in many respects an
Avicennian malgré lui, his project was to overcome the
Peripatetic tradition, not by going back to the “true”
Aristotle like Averroes, but by bringing new life to the
“eternal wisdom” of Plato and the ancient Sages of the
Orient, which is clearly one of the symbolic meanings given
to the term ishraq by Suhrawardi himself. As for the direct
meaning of the term, “illumination,” it refers, of course, to
his doctrine of “light”: an ontology based on the dynamic
power of “light” rather than the abstract concept of
“existence,” and a corresponding epistemology or
gnoseology by which he sought to replace the Peripatetic
method of abstract knowledge through a direct “knowledge
by presence” (ilm huduri). But Suhrawardi was not only a
theorectical thinker. His ishraq was événement de [’dme, as
Henry Corbin puts it; and it was at least by implication
highly political as well since he spoke quite openly and
provocatively about the oppressive times in which the
“powers of darkness” have taken over, in contrast to the
“luminous” times of a distant mythical past governed by

pious Iranian kings, and pointed to the necessity for the frue
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Averroes in his answer to Ghazali, the Takafut al-tahdfut,
actually disagree with him on these points. He rather tried
to save philosophy by arguing that Ghazali had been a victim
of Avicenna’s misunderstandings of Aristotle in the first
place, and that the study of the true demonstrative method
was not only permissible, but in fact a legal obligation
incumbent upon those qualified to interpret Scripture
rationally. He evidently did not believe that the wisdom
(hikma) of philosophy could possibly contradict the wisdom
of religion, although his clear distinction between the
demonstrative method and other, less perfect methods
suitable for the masses, may well have something to do with
the famous doctrine of the “double truth” that went under
his name in the Latin Middle Ages.

More research will be needed to show whether Averroes
also had any significant influence on further philosophical
developments in the Muslim East, where he was, in any
case, not unknown, just as, conversely, the ishragi philosophy
of Suhrawardi was by no means unknown in 14th century
Granada. Quite generally speaking, one should never
underestimate the mobility of scholars and ideas in the
Muslim world, given the religious duty of “migrating” in
“search of knowledge” (talab al-%ilm) and the social
importance of commerce. It remains however true that the

messages of Averroes and Ibn Tufayl were not really heard
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important references to the so-called Theology of Aristotle,
that is, the extracts from Plotinus’ Enneads that had already
been circulated under the name of Aristotle; and it is
certainly not without significance for our purpose to note
that this Neoplatonized Aristotle was to have a lasting
influence in the Muslim East, including in particular
Avicenna and the later school of Isfahan. If, for Mulla
Sadra, Aristotle was still the greatest of all philosophers
whom he placed even above Avicenna, and indeed “among
the perfect Friends of God” (min al-awliya’ al-kamilin), this
was precisely because he regarded him, too, as the author of
the Theology. In stark contrast to this, the Great
Commentator of Aristotle in the Muslim West, Averroes,
spent much of his philosophical and scholarly effort on
purifying Aristotle precisely from that Neoplatonic
admixture, for which he blamed mainly Avicenna.

One important reason for Averroes to be so critical of
Avicenna was undoubtedly the serious blow the
philosophical establishment in Islam had received at the
hands of Ghazali in his Tahafut al-falasifa. This was not an
ordinary refutation of philosophy on merely theological
grounds, but an attempt to demonstrate that the established
doctrines of the falasifa were neither compatible with the
main tenets of Islam as commonly understood, nor
irrefutably certain and coherent in themselves. Nor did
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question of whether or not concepts could be “translated” at
all, or adapted from one linguistic and cultural milieu to
another. While Farabi, the real founder of Islamic
Peripateticism, strongly argued that logic as taught by the
Greeks was universal logic, regardless of the language that
happened to be used, the question was decided in the
opposite sense in a famous debate held in Baghdad in
326/932. In another well-known debate, held a little earlier
in Ray between the Isma‘il theologian Abu Hatim al-Razi
and the sceptic Platonist and physician Abu Bakr al-Razi
(the Rhazes of the Latins), the issue at stake was rather one
concerning the authority of traditions: while the Isma‘ih
theologian challenged the authority of the philosophical
tradition, the philosopher paid back in kind by daring to
question the unity of the prophetic messages, and was
eventually punished for such impertinence by being ranked
among the arch-heretics. Perhaps for similar reasons, Farabi
himself (or possibly an unknown fellow philosopher writing
under his name, as has recently been argued) felt compelled
to prove, in the Jam® bayn ra’yay al-hakimayn, that the
doctrines of the great philosophers, Plato and Aristotle,
were not really contradictory if properly understood,
although he had otherwise rather emphasized their
difference.

Unlike most of Farabi’'s work’s, the Jam® contains
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took the life-time engagement and scholarly work of that
most unusual among “Western Orientalists,” Henry Corbin,
to change the degree of awareness in the West considerably.
As a result, it is not an infrequent experience in Paris
bookshops nowadays to be encouraged to “read Sohravardi
as one reads Kant”, for example.

In Iran, on the other hand, intellectuals have been calling
for some time now for an increased awareness of the
foundations of modern and even post-modern thought as
developed in the West.

Of course the process of reception and creative
adaptation referred to above has never been going on
without raising serious questions and problems. To be sure,
a significant attempt to bridge the gap between Athens and
Jerusalem through philosophical interpretation of Scripture
had already been made at the very beginning of the
Christian era by the Jewish philosopher Philo of Alexandria,
and polytheistic Neoplatonism of late Antiquity had already
been transformed by oriental Christianity into a form
acceptable to monotheists before the coming of Islam. But
tensions and contradictions between revealed religion and
human reason, or between their respective representatives
in various settings, would of course subsist and manifest
themselves in numerous ways. In the classical Islamic world,

one issue debated from early on was the very modern
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is well-known, the highlights of this reception process were
two translation movements: the translations from Greek and
Syriac into Arabic, done mainly by oriental Christians
sponsored in the 8th and early 9th centuries by the ‘Abbasid
caliphs of Baghdad, and, some four centuries later, the
translations from Arabic into Hebrew and Latin, which were
facilitated by the then still relatively easy coexistence of
Muslims, Jews and Christians in Spain, and were in their
turn to influence the coming about of the European
Renaissance.

What was not so well-known until quite recently is that
philosophy received a new impulse at the time not only in
the West, but also in the East, and eventually found its way
there to a kind of Renaissance, too, namely, what has been
called the “Shi‘ite Renaissance” of Safawid Iran. While the
classics of “Arabic philosophy,” as it used to be known,
Al-Farabi, Avicenna (Ibn Sina) and, above all, Averroes
(Ibn Rushd) of Cordoba, were certainly familiar names to
students of philosophy in general, the same could not be
said about Suhrawardi, Avertoes’ Eastern contemporary, let
alone Mir Damad and Mulla Sadra, the pillars of the
“school of Isfahan” in the first half of the 17th century. In
fact, after some pioneering efforts by Max Horten and a few
others who questioned the habitual way of presenting the
history of philosophy in the first half of the past century, it



Gottes ist der Orient!
Gottes ist der Okzident!
Nord - und siidliches Gelidnde
Ruht im Frieden seiner Hiande

The above verses from Goethe’s celebrated Divan, which
are in fact a free rendering of the Qur’anic Verse 2:115
(109) by the German poet, may well serve as a reminder of
universal values at a time when, despite the phenomenon
called “globalization,” East and West and North and South
threaten to drive further apart than ever. In such a situation
it is of particular importance that the common heritage of
Orient and Occident be brought to mind again. At the same
time, the differentiating factors that have contributed since
Antiquity to the shaping of an “Eastern” and a “Western”
consciousness will have to be thought about in some depth,
especially when a true dialogue of civilizations is called for.

Surely the most important elements of the common
heritage of Orient and Occident are monotheism on one
hand, and the philosophical tradition on the other, that is to
say, the systematic way of doing philosophy that was
inherited from the Greeks by Jews, Christians and Muslims,
and creatively adapted by them to their respective needs. As
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