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On the 1ſt of June was publiſhed, 
The Shepherd of Saliſbury Plain. Part II.— The 

Beggarly Boy, a parable,— and Wild Robert, 
a Ballad.

On the 1ſt of July, 
The good Mother's Legacy— Daniel in the Lions' 

Den,— and the Newcaſtle Collier, a Ballad.

On the 1ſt o f  Auguſt, 
Hints on the preſent Scarcity.— The Happy W a

terman.— The Plow-boy's Dream. a Ballad, 
— and the Riot, a Ballad.

On the 1ſt of September, 
Noah's Flood.— The Second Part of Tom W hite ; 

or the Way to Plenty,— and Dame Andrews, 
a Ballad.

On the 1ſt of October, 
The Harveſt Home — T he Two Farmers, Part I. 

— and the Honeſt Miller, a Ballad.
On the 1ſt of November, 

The Parable of the Vineyard.— The Two Farmers, 
Part I I .—  and the African Woman's Lamenta
tion, a Ballad.

On the 1ſt of December.  
The Troubles of Life.— Sorrowful Sam,— and 

The Merry Chriſtmas and Happy New Year, 
a Ballad.

And other Pieces on a ſimilar Plan, on the 1ſt of 
every Month.



D A N I E L  
IN THE 

D E N  o f  L I O N S .

T
HE  Babylonian empire was one o f  

the m oſt extenſi v e  and powerful in 
the antient world. Nebuchadnezzar, one 

o f  its Kings, having conquered Judea, 
had carried away Daniel along with many 
other captives to Babylon; and he after
wards raiſed him on account o f  his great 
wiſdom to the higheſt  po ſt in the govern
ment. In this ſta t io n  Daniel continued 
during the long term of ſixty-five years, 
till at length Babylon was taken, and Bel
ſhazzar, who was at that time its King, 
was ſlain by Darius, King of the Medes 
and Perſians. An account o f  this may be  
ſeen in the fifth chapter o f  Daniel, in  
which is contained the remarkable de

ſ cription
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ſcription of the hand-writing upon the 
wall.

Darius hav ing thus become King over  
an immenſe territory, began to take p ro 
per meaſures to ſecure his government. 
H e d iv id ed  the kingdom therefore into 
one hundred and twenty parts, over each 
o f  which he appointed a governor; and 
over theſe he placed three pre ſiden ts ,  
who were to ſuperintend the whole affairs 
o f  the kingdom.

At the head o f theſe preſiden ts  we find 
the name of Daniel. This is remarkable, 
whether we conſi d e r  the nation to which 
he belonged, the religion which he pro- 
fe ſſed, or the employment he formerly 
held. H is nation was that o f  the Jews, 
which was then in the greateſt diſr e p u te ,  
his religion, though it was the true one, 
was accounted the groſſeſt ſuperſtition, 
and his employment, as has been already 
ſtated, had been that of prime miniſter to 
the Monarch whom Darius had fought 
againſt and at length dethroned. Nay, it 
was probably owing to the counſels of 
Daniel, that B abylon had been able to re
ſi ſt, as it did, for near twenty years, his

victorious
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victorious arms. W hat a teſtimony was 
it to the great worth of Daniel, that his 
conqueror could find no perſon more 
proper with whom to entruſt the chief 
concerns of his empire.

D a n i e / ,  as  the ſcripture obſerves, ”  was 
preferred above the p reſidents and princes 
becauſe an excellent ſp irit  was in him.” 
The excellence of his wiſdom appears 
from his being eſteemed when he was 
but two-and-twenty years old above all 
the wiſe men of the Eaſt. His wiſdom 
even became proverbial; and therefore 
while he was ſtill a young man, the p ro
phet Ezekiel (in the 28th chapter, and 3d 
verſe) reproves the Vanity and preſump
tion of the King of Tyre, who ſaid in his 
heart, that he was even wiſer than D a
niel. Such was alſo the excellence of his 
piety, that we find him honoured with 
the higheſt atteſtations to his worth from 
the mouth of God himſelf. He is ranked, 
even though ſtill living, with Noah and 
Job , thoſe men of the higheſt eminence, 
and it is declared of Jeruſalem, in order to 
indicate the greatneſs of her guilt, that 
God would not ſpare her even though 
Noah, Job , and Daniel were in her.

Surely



S urely no other perſon in the whole com 
paſs o f  life ever had ſuch honourable 
atteſtations to the excellence of the ſp irit 
which was in him.

Then the Preſ idents and Princes fought 
to f in d  occaſion againſt Daniel concerning 
the kingdom , but they could f in d  none oc
caſion nor fa u l t , ſo r a ſm uch as he was 

f a i th fu l ; neither there any error or 
fa u l t  found  in him . Then ſa id  theſe men, 
We ſh a ll  not find any occaſion againſt this  
D aniel, except we find it againſt him con
cerning the law o f his God.

No virtue is ſo great, no ſtation is ſo 
high, as to be free from envy. And 
we know little of human nature if  we ſup
poſe that the many illuſtrious captains 
and princes who had ſhared with Darius 
in all the difficulties and dangers o f  his 
conqueſts, would bear without jealouſy 
and indignation to ſee preferred before 
them, a ſtranger, a captive, a Jew, and 
an enemy. This Daniel was appointed alſo 
to inſpect their conduct, and to him they 
were to account, that the King might have 
no damage! W ould  theſe high ſpirited 
commanders and princes bear this ? No 
wonder that they fought occaſion againſt

( 6 )
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him. But here is a freſh teſtimony to the 
worth of this illuſtrious man; that even 
they, when their anger and envy conſpired 
to render their ſearch keen and minute 
could find no fault in him. W h a t  ! when 
he had been prime miniſter of the largeſt 
empire in the world for ſixty-five years, 
and his conduct was ſcru tinized  with a 
jealous eye, could no inſtance of treach
ery or diſhoneſty be found in him ? Amidſt 
ſo many men as muſt have been diſap
pointed in their expectations under his 
adminiſtration, ſo many delinquents as 
muſt have been detected by his vigilance,  
and puniſhed by his ju ſtice , was there 
none who could ſtep forward with the 
welcome diſcovery of ſome flaw in the 
Conduct of this great man ? No. He was 
fa ith fu l, neither was there any error or 
fault found in him. Yet there was one, 
part, i t  ſeems, of his character which gave 
them hopes o f  finding occaſion againſt 
him. His attachment to his religion had 
been long obſerved, and it was juſtly  con
cluded, that if he could be brought i n to  
ſuch circumſtances that his duty to the 
ſtate and to religion ſhould claſh with 
each other, then his adherence to re li
gion muſt be conſtrued into a crime.

againſt
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againſt the ſtate, and bring on his con
demnation. 

How does the character of Daniel riſe 
ſtill higher and higher the more we con
template it ! H is  enemies (and if Daniel 
had enemies, let no one flatter himſelf 
w ith  the hope that greatneſs and piety 
will ſecure him from them)—  his enemies  c ould find nothing upon which to found 
their ſchemes for his deſtruction but his 
piety. Upon his piety they were to de
pend for the ſucceſs of their plots. W hat 
an honour put upon his regard to reli 
gion!

W e may obſerve here, that no ſituation 
in life, no multiplicity o f  bufineſs, no 
vexatious cares, no elevation of rank, can 
excuſe  a man from attention to the duties 
o f  religion. For we ſee Daniel, living in 
the midſt of a moſt diſſolute and luxurious 
court, bearing himſelf the chief burden 
o f  governmen t, and yet retaining his piety 
as ſacredly as if he had been dwelling in 
a deſart. Nay, it was his regard to his 
duty  to God which enabled him to d is
charge ſo faithfully his duty to the ſ t a t e : 
H ad  he not been ſo truly religious, there

wou ld
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w ould doubtleſs have been found ſome 
b lame or occaſion againſt him. No time 
is loſt by prayer. No advantage is gain
ed by neglecting to ſeek the help and 
b le ſſing of God. Could we ſee the influ
ence which a ſtrict regard to religion 
would have upon every part of our con
duct, we ſhould find, as in the caſe of Da
niel, that it would be our beſt preſerva
tive againſt folly as well as againſt ſin, 
and would enable us to go through the 
moſt complicated buſineſs with honour 
and integrity.

Then theſe preſidents and princes aſſem
bled together to the King and ſaid thus 
unto him. K ing Darius live f or ever!  
A ll  the preſidents o f  the kingdom, the go
vernors and the princes , the counſellors 
and the captains, have conſulted together 
to eſtabliſh a royal ſ t atute and to make a 
f i r m  decree, that whoſ oever ſhall aſk a pe
tition o f  any God or man for  thirty days, 
ſa v e  o f  thee, O K in g ! he ſh a l l  be caſ t  into 
the den o f  lions. Now, O K in g !  eſtabliſh 
the decree, and ſ ig n  the w riting , that it be 
not changed, according to the law o f  the 
Medes and Perſians which altereth not.

Wherefore
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Wherefore K ing Darius ſ igned the w r i
ting  and the decree.

Happy are we who live under a go
vernment ſo much more ju ſ t ,  and in times 
ſo much more enlightened, that the p ro 
poſal o f  ſuch an abſurd and impious law 
appears almoſt incredible. W e muſt re 
collect that it was propoſed in an Eaſtern 
country , where flattery was carried to a 
height which nothing could induce us to 
credit hu t the concurrent teſtimony of all 
hiſtorians. The law which I have j u ſt  
mentioned was, with reſpect to the King, 
o n e  o f  the moſt artful pieces of flattery. 
I t  ſeemed to intend nothing but the confir
mation o f his power and the advancement 
o f  his glory. H is  power was ſo great, 
extending over one hundred and twenty 
provinces, his wealth ſo unbounded, in 
creaſed as it was by the t r eaſures o f  Baby
lon, his bounty ſo large, that there could 
be no occaſion, it ſeems, to aſk favours o f  
any man but o f  him. To  forbid favours 
to be requeſted o f  any other, was to in
vite all to come to him. And with re 
ſpect to the petition forbidden to be 
made to any Gods, it may well appear 
ſ t range indeed to us, but if we c onſider

die
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th e var iety of Gods worſhipped in Baby
lon, moſt o f  whom were idols o f  wood and 
ſtone, and the adoration which was ac
cuſtomed there to be paid to their Kings, 
we ſhall have leſs reaſon to wonder that 
the impiety of the propoſal did not ſhock 
a Monarch, fluſhed with extenſi v e  con
queſt. The King therefore gratified by 
this diſtinguiſhed honour which all the 
preſidents, the governors, the princes, the 
counſellors, and the captains had conſult
ed  to pay him, readily ſig n e d  the writing 
and  the decree.

Doubtleſs the m atter was known to Da
niel before the royal ſigna tu re  was ob 
tained; and the malicious purpoſe which 
it  was intended to anſwer could not be 
concealed from him. Some alſo o f  thoſe 
princes and governors there probably  
might be who were too ju ſt  not to with
ſtand ſuch an iniquitous propoſal, and ſome 
too much obliged to Daniel to conſent to 
i t : b ut they might be afraid o f  appear
ing, while they were defending an in
ju re d  man, to oppoſe the honour o f  the 
King, and the generality would but too 
readily to agree to it, ſuppoſing that Daniel 
was a falling man unable to ſtand againſt

ſuch
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ſ uch powerful enemies. Thus no effec
tual oppoſi t io n  was given to the propo
ſal, and the deſtruction o f  Daniel ſeemed 
to be fixed and inevitable.

I t  pleaſes God to try in an ex traord i
nary way the faith o f  his moſt faithful 
ſervants. Let no man therefore repine at 
his trials however ſevere ;  they may be 
the means o f  calling forth and purifying 
his grace; and the more ſevere the trial, 
the more conſpicuous the grace of God 
which ſupports under it. Daniel was now 
p laced in a moſt critical ſi tua tion . He 
knew of his danger, and was ſenſible tha t 
the eyes of the whole kingdom would be 
upon him. Let us imagine we hear him 
reaſoning with himſelf upon the occaſion.

On one fide, he might argue " Not only 
the natural love o f  life, but even the r e 
gard I owe to the welfare o f  this great 
empire, and ſtill more to the intereſts o f  
my captive countrymen and o f the church 
o f  God, require me to uſe all prudent 
means to preſerve myſelf from the ſnares 
o f  my enemies. Here is a law made with 
the wicked deſign o f deſtroying an inno
cent man. Shall I ſuffer t h a t  wickedneſs

to
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to ſucceed when I can eaſily prevent i t?  
I may retire for thirty days into the coun
try :  or I may at leaſt conceal for that 
time the open profeſ ſ ion o f my religion. 
In this I ſhall commit no poſitive e v i l : I 
ſhall not even be guilty o f  the omiſſion 
o f  a duty, for I may in ſecret worſhip G od 
as devoutly as ever, and he looks at the  
heart, and knows my integrity. I ſhall 
only prudently  conceal what I am not 
ab ſo lu te ly  required to proclaim, and that 
too in ju ſ t  reverence o f a law which my 
Sovereign has been pleaſed to enact.”

On the other hand, we may ſuppoſe 
him to reply to himſelf, “  And what, 
ſhall ſuch a man as I ſhrink from duty ? 
Muſt I begin to be afraid, and to cling to 
life at the age of eighty-ſeven ? Shall i t  
be ſaid that Daniel loved the dregs of life, 
and the remnant of his power too well to 
be willing to ſacrifice it for the ſake of  
his religion and his God ? Shall my ex 
ample be brought to juſtify the timid, or 
the lukew arm , or the temporizer? Is it 
not the higheſt honour to ſuffer for God ? 
Does not ſuch an edict as this call upon 
every one to ſtand forward with boldneſs, 
and to declare his adherence to God ?

W hat
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W hat is it to ſe r v e  God in proſper ity? It 
is when we incur reproach, or are expo
ſed to the loſs of life that we have the 
opportunity of proving that our profeſſi o n  
o f  regard to God is ſincere. It is enough. 
Gladly, O  my God ! I offer up to thee, the 
giver o f  my li fe, the ſhort remainder o f  
it. R eceive thy ſervant, and give grace 
to all thy people in this large city, to ma
nifeſt an inviolable attachment to thy 
w orſh ip .”

Now when Daniel knew that the w r i 
t in g  was ſ igned, he went into his houſe, 
and his w indows being often in his cham
ber towards Jeruſalem , he kneeled upon 
his knees three times a day, and prayed , 
and gave thanks before his God ,  as he did 
aforetime.

I t  was the c uſtom o f  every religious 
Jew , to offer up particular worſhip to 
G od at the hour of the morning and eve
ning ſacrifice ; the  window was then 
opened towards Jeruſalem, and the face 
d irected  that way, in order to manifeſt 
communion with the Saints then worſhip
ping in the Temple, and t o be partakers 
o f  the benefit o f  the ſacrif ices and prayers

then
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then o ffered up, according to the p ro 
miſe made by God to Solomon at the de
dication o f  the Temple. Daniel there
fore when he retired at thoſe hours, and 
opened his window towards Jeruſalem, 
made no oſtentatious diſplay o f  his religi
on, but only fulfilled one o f  its poſitive 
precepts and complied with the ceremo
nies it required.

Methinks I ſee this venerable man 
when the appointed hour of prayer ap
proaches, riſing up from the ſeat on 
which he ſat, in the midſt of the preſi
dents, and princes, and counſellors and 
captains, who were ſitting round him, 
and obſerving him with anxious looks. 
Methinks I ſee him walking through the  
midſt o f  them with an air o f  dignity and  
ſerenity which nothing but innocence and 
faith in God could inſpire : while his ene
mies retire on each ſide, abaſhed by his 
awful preſence.

He is gone. They well know where and 
for what purpoſe. They follow him to his 
cloſet, and there behold him kneeling up
on his knees, with his hands and eyes up
lifted to God. Not even is the uſual poſ

ture
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ture varied, though the varying it po ſſi 
bly might have ſaved his life.

Behold the holy man upon his k n ees ! 
W hat fervency would there be in his ſup
p lica tions! How would the thought o f  
his ſi tua tion , the trial he had to encoun
ter, his inſtant appearance before God in 
judgm ent, the nearneſs and the awfulneſs of 
eternity affect his mind! W ith what ardor 
w ould he implore grace to ſupport h im ! 
W ith what earneſtneſs would he profeſs 
the obligation he owed to give up his 
life whenever his Creator called for it. 
W ith  what importunity would he inter
cede for his friends and the Jewiſh 
church, that they might continue faithful 
to God in this ſeaſon o f  trial, and for the 
king and empire that the wicked acts of 
ungodly men might not draw down the 
vengeance o f  heaven.

But he gave thanks alſo. Was this a 
ſeaſon for thankfulneſs ? Yes. Not only  
would the remembrance o f the goodneſs 
and mercy of God, which had followed 
him near ninety years, ruſh upon h is 
mind, and inſpire him with effuſio n s  o f  
gratitude neither to be reſtrained nor

fully
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fully expreſſed, but he would find the 
greateſt reaſon to be thankful to God for 
the preſent occaſion; thankful that he 
was counted worthy to ſuffer as a martyr 
for the cauſe of G od ;  thankful that he 
had been ſo kept by divine grace, that no 
occaſion could be found againſt him but 
in the mat ter o f  his G od;  thankful for 
the boldneſs which then animated him, and 
the ſupport he was that moment receiv
ing from his God.

I n the midſt of  the devout aſpirations 
o f this excellent man, while his foul was 
converſing with the Father of Spirits, be
hold his enemies break in upon him.

T hen theſe men aſſembled, and found  
Daniel prayings and making ſupplication 
before his God. Then they came near and 
ſpake before the king, concerning the king 's 
decree. Haft thou not ſigned a decree, that 
every man that ſ hall aſk a petition of any 
God or man within thirty days, ſave o f 
thee, O king, ſ hall be caſt  into the Den o f 
Lions? The king anſwered and ſaid, The 
thing is true, according to the law o f the 
Medes and Perſians, which altereth not. 
Then anſwered they, and ſaid  before the

king,
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king, That Daniel, which is o f  the children 
o f  the captivity o f Judah , regardeth not 
thee, O king , nor the decree that thou haſ t  

ſ igned, but maketh his petition three times 
a day. Then the king, when he heard theſe 
words, was ſore  diſpleaſ ed with h im ſe l f  
and ſe t  his heart on Daniel to deliver him, 
and he laboured till the going down of  the 

ſ un to deliver him . Then theſe men aſſem 
bled unto the king, and ſa id  unto the 
king . Know, O king ,  that the law of the 
Medes and Perſ i ans  i s ,  That no decree 
nor ſ tatute which the king eſtabliſ heth, may 
be changed.

Alas, in to  what ſnares are men betrayed 
by their v anity and pride! The king was 
reduced, by the operation o f  theſe prin
ciples, to ſacrifice one of his moſt faithful 
and beloved ſubjects. Firſt, there was 
the vanity which occaſioned that fooliſh 
law of the Medes and Perſi a ns, that what
ever  the king had ordered was not to be 
altered ; as if every thing he did were ne
ceſſarily ſo well and wiſely done that there 
could ariſe no occaſi o n  to change it. 
Then there was the vanity o f  Darius, by 
which he allowed the particular law now 
ſpoken of to be ſo impiouſly made, in order 
to  gratify his own p r id e ; thus did his pre-



( 19 )
ſe nt weakneſs and inability to ſave an in
ju red  and excellent ſervant, ariſe from that 
very flattery which ſeemed to exalt his 
power to the higheſt pitch. How ſhort 
ſighted is man! How liable is he to fall 
into the g ro ſſeſt errors, when he ſuffers 
himſelf to be influenced by his paſſions. 
Thus this high and mighty king, who had 
exalted himſelf above all men and Gods, 
cannot even ſave the life of an innocent 
ſervant and faithful friend.

And now this great man, grown old in 
dignity and virtue, as well as in years, is 
led through the ſtreets of Babylon! W hat 
crowds attend to behold this illuſtrious 
victim of envy and m alice ! Methinks I 
hear on one ſi d e  the inſulting ſhouts and 
cruel mockings o f  baſe and rude men, who 
hail a riſing power, by offering inſult to 
that which is fallen. “  W here now is his 
God! they cry, where now his boaſted 
wiſdom?"— On the other hand I ſee a vaſt 
multitude o f  aged men, fathers of the 
Jewiſh church, with ſilent ſorrow behold
ing him, and lifting up their hearts to  
heaven in his behalf. There are collected 
the young and the weaker ſex, fixing their 
eyes, for the laſt time, upon the H ope 
and the Protector o f  their nation, an d
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loudly bewailing his unmerited fate.— 
There too the crowd of  thoſe who have 
been deeply indebted to his bounty wait 
to bid farewel to their benefactor, and 
to offer him the laſt tribute of  grati
tude in affectionate and ſympathizing 
looks.—  There alſo the king waits to part 
with the man who was now raiſed higher 
than ever in his eſteem.—  W hat was their 
converſation at this affecting interview we 
are not told: doubtleſs it was worthy the 
piety and wiſdom of Daniel. W hat  ſound 
advice would he give his royal maſter ! 
W hat magnanimou s conſo lation would 
he offer to him ! W hat ſolemn leſſons 
o f  inſtruction would he communicate, 
exhorting him to fear and ſerve the true 
G o d ! W hat noble confidence would he 
expreſs in the power of  Jehovah to de
liver him, if  it ſo pleaſed him ! W hat  re
ſi g n a tion to his will if he cho ſe to accept 
his deaths—  Even the heathen king was 
inſpired alſo with confidence.

N ow the king ſ poke and ſa id  unto Daniel, 
Thy God, whom thou ſerveſt  continually, he 
will deliver thee. And they brought Daniel 
and caſt  him into the Den o f Lions. And  
a ſtone was brought and laid upon the mouth 
o f the Den, and the king ſeated it w ith  
his own ſignet, and with the ſignet of his
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lords, that the purpoſe might not be changed 
concerning Daniel.

W ould  we look for a ſcene where h u 
man great neſs is moſt conſpicuous, and 
human glory is advanced to the higheſt 
pitch, ſeek not for it amidſt triumphant 
armies, or in ſplendid palaces. Behold 
Daniel in the Den o f Lions. See the ſa
vage beaſts which ju ſ t  now roared with 
impatience to devour their prey, crouch 
with reverence, and lie down at his feet. 
— Behold this wonderful man, with the 
wild beaſts around him, kneeling down, 
and with, tears of gratitude and wonder, 
again offering thanks to G o d  ! W hat a 
ſcene ! W hat were his feelings ! I know 
not whether there was the viſible appear
ance o f  the angel o f  God illuminating 
with glory the dark cavern, but I am 
ſure he had the preſence of God, and 
enjoyed the higheſt degree of communion 
with him. H ow would his mind be oc
cupied with thoughts too mighty for u t
terance:  with what wonder would he con
template the power o f the Moſt H igh , 
and with what praiſe behold it reſtraining 
the rage of the Lions ! W ith what earneſt
neſs would he afreſh devote to the ſervice 
of God the life ſo miraculouſly p reſerved!
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W ith what fervency would he again offer 
up thankſgiving and prayer for himſelf, 
and for the church of G o d  ! W hat a night 
was this, ever to be remembered both by 
Daniel and by all the ſervants of G o d  !

Let us turn now to ſee what was pa ſſing 
in the city. By the enemies o f  Daniel 
the night was probably kept in feaſting 
and re v e lry ;  they ſettled who ſhould now 
fill the vacant ſeats in government : they 
congratulated each other on the ſucceſs of 
their ſcheme, they planned meaſures of fu
ture proſperity, they derided the fooliſh 
adherents o f  the fallen preſid e n t  for their 
ſuperſtition— others kept the night in faſt
ing and prayer. It was a ſeaſon of ſor
row  to all the Jews, and to all who feared 
God, or reſpected innocence and piety. 
A bove all, it was a night of ſorrow to the 
king.

Then the king went to his palace, and 
p aſ ſed the night fa ſ t in g : neither were in
ſ truments o f muſic brought before him, and 
his ſleep went from him. Then the king 
aroſe very early in the mornings and went 
in haſ te to the Den o f Lions. And when 
he came to the Den, he cried with a la
mentable voice unto Daniel : and the king 
ſpake and ſa id  unto Daniel, O Daniel,
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ſervant of the living God, is thy God, 
whom thou ſ erveſt continually, able to 
deliver thee fro m  the Lions? Then ſa id  
D aniel unto the king, O king live f o r  ever. 
My God hath ſe n t his angel, and hath ſhut 
the Lions' mouths, that they have not hurt 
me : ſoraſmuch as before him innocency 
was found in me ; and alſo before thee, 
O king, have I  done no h u rt. Then was 
the king exceedingly glad fo r  him, and 
commanded that they ſ hould take D aniel 
up out of the den. So Daniel was taken 
up  out of the den, and no manner of hu rt 
was found upon him, becauſe he believed in 
his God. And the king commanded, and 
they brought thoſe men which had accuſ ed 
D aniel, and they caſt them into the Den of 
L ions, them, their children, and their 
w ives; and the Lions had the maſt ery of 
t hem, and broke all their bones in pieces or 
ever they came a t the bottom of the den.

One obſervation only ſhall be made 
upon this ſtory. The part o f  it which 
moſt deſerves our attention is not the mi
racle  which was wrought for Daniel, but 
the faithfulneſs which he exhibited in the 
h o u r  o f  trial. The miracle indeed ſhews 
the notice God takes o f the conduct o f
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his ſervants, and the approbation with 
which he beholds their faithfulneſs; but 
it would have been the ſame thing as to  
the glory of God, and the  r eal h o n o u r  of 
Daniel, had the lions been ſuffered to de
vour him; for we are to j udge o f  the real 
honour o f  men, and the glory they bring 
to God, not by any events which may 
befal them , but by the diſpoſitions which 
they exerciſe independant of the events. 
W e have no right to expect a miracle to 
be wrought in our favour, but we may 
all be placed in circumſtances in which 
we ſhall have an opportunity afforded us o f  
manifeſting the ſ ame kind o f  attachment 
to God a n d  R eligion which Daniel did. 
Nay, there is no man living who is not fre
quently placed in ſuch a ſituation, that he 
may ſhew very plainly whether he is in
fluenced b y  a regard t o God, and whe
ther he will make, any  ſacrifice to his 
God and his R eligion.— May this ſtory 
teach us, while we admire the excellence  
o f Daniel's character, to imitate him both 
in that conſtancy o f  prayer by which he 
a ttained ſuch excellence, and in that re 
verence ſor God, which will incline us 
in like manner to part with every thing 
for his ſake when we are called to it.

FI N I S .


