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HAPPY WATERMAN.

;Q /_\ Gentleman and lady wa:kmg on the

¥

% banks of the river Thames, plL( {mall
§ fer ry-boat with a neatly dreffed waterma

! rowing towards them; on his nearer ap-
ploath ﬂn~y voud on the fern of I‘Hg DOaty
{ thele words, Tus Harey WaTEanm AN =
Without tc};kmg any notice of it, they de
termined to enter into converfation with h*w

and inquiring into his {}Luaum in ;m they

1

3

found that he had a wife and five ehalds
and Hlpp()rf@d ah\g an O'd fa;, ‘*‘] G ‘ai e
ther-in-law by his own labour, The gei
tleman and lady were upon tils g i1l Hore
furprifed at the title he had given himiel
and faid, “my friend. if {Uus 1S *g,re::w_
tion, how is it that you call yourfelfihe «ar
py waterman 7 ¢ | can €a iy ex  this

F |
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to your fatisfa@tion,” anfwered the voung
man, ¢ if you will give me leave ;’ and 'ahg 37

t dcﬁrmh himto Lsmceed he fpoke m foll

“¢ T have obferved that cur greatelt Z;Lu
1 life are often locked upon as the Wﬁ-
du’meﬁm, and are m fact made fuf‘: by

means of 1mpru udent condutt. My father

and mother died a few ycars ago, ‘and left
sV a
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a large family’; my father was a watevman, -

‘”ld I was hisaffiftant in" the managenient of

-2 ‘rr} -poat, by which he M”mm ted his fagt
zmrv- on His death, it was necefl fary (in or:
er 1o ‘pay his ot debts) to fell our boat !

1 fmrtad from it -~even with tears—but the:

diftrefs that T {elt 1puned me on to induftry,
for I faid, 1 will ufe every kind of d amc*cnce

to pu“f’t ai@ iy boat back again. I wentto

thie verfon who had b ought it, and told him

1~
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. one another.—What n"ight we - not under-
dake ? ' My father uled to fay to me; Al-
ways do what is right; ]/lbi‘ill diligently,

-

iR

and {pend your money umeh ;y5 and Gobp

'.'1'“' 1’ X - b S e B !""‘ *-a;\’? " i

will" blefs -your {tore. Ve treafared up
*mf:ic z‘i;;f‘;;;f, and determined to try the truth
of them. - My wife had long Cm’“{j‘f fup-

;’k)ft‘, [ (5 3{’\(, u(»\i\ rh_u. .irL }(\’ ed ll Clﬂ (!u

MY W hi2ard thp defire of contributing to

ETEAY Sz;gjg}r;;“;, S a2 '5(A1iltif,litl] }1‘111? Lo my
shlcavolsrs to 1 }'uxkdmdf:thc tjoat ! en-

ered. vy felf as a day Jabourer; in the gar-
gen 0t our fouire: and my wile was called
| occahicnally

~

ut told me, as I was once the owner, that
1 thould have it whenever 1 could raife five
“pounds.  * Shall the boat be mine again?*
faid Iy my heart bounded at the thought!
%] was at this time mar zf‘d to a c*ood.
Young woman, and we lived in a fol‘f‘];{h tr-
L"’% Ci?{,tﬁ{.{?; {'V‘ Was }(3*1 hi} ﬁ'{CJ;{d} . ! ;”J;
-in(’uuuom, and fo was:i, and we- fm*id,
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# occafionally to perform fome fervices at the»
I houfe, and employed herfelf in needle work,
| fpinning or knitting at home ; nota moment
| in the day was fuftered to pafs unemployed—
! we fpared for ourfelves and furnifhed all the
comforts we could to the poor about us—
. and every week we dropped a little overplus
| info .a fairing-box---to buy the BO ol
| any accident or charity brought us an addi-
tional fhilling, we did not enlarﬁc our €x-
pence, but kept it for the soar!  The
more care we took the more comfortable
we felt, for -we were the nearer the poffefli-
on of our little 3oat. Our labour was

lightened, by our 100£\mg forward to the

at&amment of eur wifhes. Our family 1=
deed 1ncrealed, but wath it our friends 1n-
creafed alfo, for the cleanlinefs and frugal:-
ty which furnifhed our ‘cottage, and the con-
_ tent and cheerfulnefs that A“peared in
| drew the notice of our rich numbours, «t}fé‘%‘
~ my mafter and miftrels ha*twulam, whoie
rule was to afiift the mduﬂrious, but not o
encourage the idle.  They, did not appsoy:
‘of giving money to the poor ; but m cold
winters, or dear times, allowed us to b@y
things at a cheaper rate : this was mongy ¢
us for when we connted our bittle cafly for
‘the weeks marketing, ail that w
us bx our tickets 0 'p irchaie thihgs at ye-
1ced [ﬂxC\.b, weng 1nto our "lf{ﬂc 2:0\._

L my:children got a penny at [choel for.a.
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rewart, € buy gingerbrzad, shey brought it -
“home, they faid, to hkelp io ua, the s oy
~—ior they would hawve ma mgﬁ‘rbmad |
daddy has got his boat again! Thus frem
time to' time our litde fore infenfibly an- o
creafed, till one poundonly was wenting of »
the five, when the following accident nai}a
pened. Coming home one ¢ Jcnmw from my
work, I faw n my road a [mall “dfkgm
book : on opening it, I found a bank note
of ten pounds, which plainly enoush be-

longed to my maﬁu., for his name 'was upon

it, ar*d I had allo {een him pafling that way
an the evening: it bﬁluéﬁl o late  however
. towetuin to the houle, I w WEDt on my way.
* When I told my family of the a*cduxt the
ittle ones were thrown into a tranfport b of
i O My dears, faid I, what is the matter ?

: * Oh (ia‘d‘ly« dlc BOAT ! thC }.,U AP ARG
- may now have twoor thrée boats!” I check-

i edthem by my looks and afked them if
"}
r)

thgy recollefied whofe money t‘mt was !

i they faid, ¢y )'OUIG, as you found it.” I re-

minded them that I was not the real o wher,

and bid them think how they would ail
teel, ﬁipp@inﬂ a Atranger ‘was to  take
our box of money, if 1 fhould happen to
drop it on the d Jy I went to buy back the
boat.- . This thought had ‘the eF28 on their
‘young minds thine. Tiighe fised : they were fi-
lent, and paic w1t11 the reprefentation of
fuch a difafter! and I Lcoged 1t might be a |
¢ leflop
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leffon to them never to forget the golden .-
1.... =~ 'VI o e 4 ..‘ g Py ‘ X ¥

| rule-of < doing, as they would wilh athers 5

1to do by thewn;” for by atténtion to this

| cevtain guide;, 1o one would ever do wrong
| to another. - I'alfo took this opportunitys,
| to explain to them, that the poffeflion of the
| soax: by difhonelt means would never an-

1

t {fwer, lince weicould ot expett the blefling

of Ciow upon dad deeds. |
| To goon with my ftory—sthe next worn-
ing I put the pocketcbook into my bofom,
and went 10 my work, intending as foon as
the family rofe to give it to my mafter, but

what were my feelings, when, op fearching.

e my befom, it was no where to be found!

I hafied back, along the road 1 came, look-

ing diligently all the way, but, in vamn! there

were 1o traces of any {uch thing.—I would
"

P

not return into my cottage becaufel wifhed
to fave my family the pain I felt, and in ihe

hope of {lill recovering the book, -1 went
to my work, followit
I

recolletied T had alfo gone by; on my ey !
tarn to the garden gate, 1 was accofted by o
Y

O

the gardener, who,in a threatening tone told
‘me, I was fudgéfted; that our maflerhad,

} - 4y 3 . . e LR 1)
'loft a pocket-book, defcribing what I had

found, and that I 'being the only man ablent

from the garden at the hour of work, the

reft of the men alfo denying that they: hwd ¢
any fuch thing, there was every realon ta
wnclude that I' muft have got it. Belore
: | Ly

1
"g" another path which 1
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1 could anfwer, my diftrefled countenance

confirmed the fufpicion! and another fervant

coming up, faid I was detefted, for that a
petfon had been fent to my houfe, and that
my wife and family had owned it all, and
had defcribed the pocket-book. I told
them the real faét, but it feemed to every
one unlikely to be true; every circumftance
was agamnft me, and (my heart trembles to
look back upon it) I was arrefted, and hur-
ried away to prifon! I protefted my inno-

cence, but I did not wonder that I gained

no credit!  Great grief now oppreﬁe;my:

_ heart! my poor wife, my dear children, and
. my grey-headed parents, were all at once

plunged into want and mifery, inftead of the
caic and happinels which we were expe&ling;

forwe were juft arriving at the height of our

carthly withes ! I had, however, one confo-
fation left, that I knew I was innocent, and
I trufted that-by ¢« perfevering in honefty”,
all might come right Blaft! My refolution

.- was, as I had certainly been the caufe, tho’

‘without any defign, of the fecond lofs of

the property, that I would offer (alas!)

~the whole of our little ftore, to make it good

as far as in my power; and I fent for, my
wife to give her this fad commiffion, but fle
informed me that even this: facrifice could

" be of no availy for, f3id fhe, my mafter has

been at:the cottage, when I told him freely

how you had found the note, but unfortu |
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nately had loft ‘it‘again ; and I added, that

I was {ure both Iand my huiband would

| make the beft return in our power, after

i e

which I produced our little ‘mlrmgpb()\: and
begged ; mz“ to aceept the contents, whichhad
beenio long rau{mg, as all we had to offer:
But, Sir, { ud the waterman, conceive my
awony, when {he added, that my mafter
angrily. refufed, iavulo‘ that our being n
pohci;wn of all hat money was of itlelf the
cleareit proof of my guilt; for it was mm-
polfible, with my large Lmnh ;and no greater
opportunities than my ncxghbomn;, “that 1

1

could come honeﬂy by fuch a fum; there-

, ﬁm he was determined to keep ‘e 1 g Aci

i I thould pay the whole; l\h uuh“*“n»
nefs was very great; however 1 w mmd by
degrees bcs;an to be more eafy, for I grew
confident that I fhould not trult in Ged “and
my own Innocence in vain:--and {0 1 bap
pened, one '\f{;",} fellow-labourers proves d

)
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i _
be the verfon whe has d p‘ cked vl, the noie

&
g

after Tihad dropt it, having comeva few
MINGLES afterme L—uo_i‘?;n the {ame . xe "":! to s

work, and hearing that the u.ipza n hags
falien altogether upon me; he was tempt ted
forturn the acgrdent to his own ﬁmm-\xge,
and conceal the propert 'v which having
Kept indhis own box for a few weeksyitill hie
Luuoht no ﬁu} icion woul d reft upon him,
he went and offered the note for change,

.\-' e . and
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and being then fupo ed, my malfter had
him taken up, and I was releated.
Lhis fecond change from {o much mlfery

to happiﬁéfs was aim- oft too much for us!
My mafter {ent for me; and with many ex-
Cﬁﬁom of. concern. for what bad palled,

(oS e v )
m?f’ ne give him an account f the means
X7 'r‘ L) ¥ “-1} o ()’C’ S }| | Y . ‘f'i') £
h-y 1 ubh 1 L,,_;,.J colledted the little fund, that
S A O NS St Y I (il )
fized bis {ufpicions fo firongly upon me! I

2 )
¢ '(’-,.,'sfs‘-s,-};—.n‘ﬁ:.,, ”"““‘1""”(‘"’? i‘(_} 1\"41 «,T { I
SRECOgInNoiy faated e NiteC V O 1t as
r

2 b5 | “"';\ Y AT ‘"ﬁ o e i— -"‘.I TAT " - i
RIAVE oW s,_,,()n:.?; dh’._i W Hen 1 came to d’i'lt
K”s&i}‘i‘? wnere 1 eheg &\ad ;}}y } dl’él’i 'EOI" ihelr‘

inconfiderate joy, on their finding the note,
ne I{‘Oii‘,g with muceh kindne fs in his 100k8,
and putting the bank bill into my hand, he
faid, < Take itle—the bank n@tt, {hall be
U’\ It 1s the beft and only return I can
maie you, as well asa jull reward of your
v he zsza .-and it wall be a fubi aitai proof
' 4o your chiidren of the goodnels of your
indiructions, ""3'*1 :”a(;y will thus early fee, and
ieel the beneht of hone ”{y and vi rtﬂﬁ |
- This kind az‘;d .thﬂy Gentleman inte-

s pelied himiell much inthe pumhafe of my

,";‘-'f‘f’f‘hoaz.; which; in ’LL than a week I was
e ol p(ﬁ"ﬁ@‘l of The remainder of
L oy o maller's t:'*um‘.. and the additional

adyantage of . the ferry, has placed me

1

in  comtortable Circamﬁzmces, which 1
‘ Munbly truft God will continue to us as long
s we continue our labour and honeft sty
| _gem:e; and I can fay from my long expe-
perience
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vience that the fruit of our'own mduﬁxy is
always fweeteft. " T have aow-alfo the pica-

{ure of being able'to’ help ethers, for when

a rich paflenger takes my ﬁ,rry 45 my itory.
is well known in the neighbourhood, he
often gives me more than my fare; which
enables me to let the next poor perfon )
over for half price. ;

The lady and gentleman were CMrumlv_
plealed with the waterman’s ftory, and wil-
lmg)l} joined in calling him the Harry V’A;
TERMAN. They pa freci over in his ferry
boat for the fak‘ of making him an hand-
fome prefent. * And from this time, becom-
iﬂ'("‘ aCﬂﬁai;l‘ted ‘W"nli LH; 1dﬁuly it i\ di‘fl
them every fervice in their powery giveng
books and fchooling to the little o84
every comfort to the ol Id father and o?ihe:
indaw ds-long as they furvived. * They we

xx,

very defirous of knowing what bec “gme of

the unfortunate felle v-mbumu h/«@ iad
{o avadfuhy one al mc from Lh\ prin Cip
of honetly, :md they learnt that he wils, ¢

ter a fhort napnfonmcm, fet at liberty byel 20
his mafter at the carne i cntreaty of the lwnn_f
eft waterman, as he faid it was pay Ly thio’: Faaes

his careleffnefs ‘in lof mng- the note, ‘thai the
:&@mpiauon had 'fe len m his iui\,vy muour‘
ers an s he ha muwavz I avery mtge fa-

mily, his mdﬂ; 1 alfo ‘was fo éuf id s o' con-
fider that he was a man who had ot been
blefled with a good education in his youth,:

s
.
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