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NiGA i B Lot

OAH was a remarkable inftance;of
| righteous man living 1n the midft of
wicked generation, and in giving his cha-
rafter and hiftory, we arc neceflarily  led
into a defcription of the general ftate of
mankind at the time in queition.

Though the world, which 1s now about
fix thoufand years old, had been created
only about one thoufand years at the time

‘of 'Noalk’s ' birth, it -was,  probably then
venv full of inhabitants, for as the life of

the fame man lafted often for ¢ight or, nine

hundred: years, many generations may be.

fuppofed to. have flourithed - tagether.
Adam himfelf was alive at the f{ame time
with Noah’s father, and he died only a
fhort time before the birth of Noah, fo
that our firfk forefather muft have feen a
very numerous, and (what was extreme-
ly diftrefling) a wery deprayed pofteity-
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He muft have beheld his children’s chil.
dren corrupting one another, and making
a rapid progrefs in iniquity..

As ‘men began- to multiply on the face
of the earth, they became {till more and
more abandoned. - It pleafed God how-
ever to preferve a chofen feed in the
family’ of © Seth, from ‘whom alfo " the
Saviour’was to come, of which line of
defcendants it is faid, that ¢ a bleflimg was
i 1 G0 ot

But did this peculiar feed all walk up-
rightly in the fight of God? Ah! how
difficult is it to live unfpotted from the
world! Even thefe were infe€ted with the
general corruption ; and it feems as if
the want of feparation between the pro-
feflors of religion, and the open finners,
had haftened the deftru@ion of the earth,
for we read that ¢ the fons of God’ (by
which thofe who feemed to be of the true
religion are very naturally fuppofed by
many to have been intended) ¢ faw the
¢ daughters of men that they were fair,
* and took to thegy wives of all which they
¢ choled VA genelé]al carcleflnefs about the

| religious
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religious' charaéter of thofe with whom
the profeflors of religion mtc;rmarued
arifing from an unreﬂldlncd afff‘&lon for
their perfom, appears to be given . as a
reafon why matters {o {foon came (o that
dreadful pafs in which we are now to_de-
fcribe them.. The few -who retained thg

knowledge of God, probably dlfCOVCI’kd,

little Zeal and were fcarcely to, be dif tin-
guifhed from others, or at lealt men were

ﬁrapgcly drawn afide into worldly cem-

pliances,

‘But while {in was thus advancmcr with
rapid ftrides, did not God notice, or be-
hold it? Yes; he often made h}mfcf
known' in thofe days by figns and/ judg-
ments;. ¢ My Spmt, he dlfo {ays,/ ¢ fhall
¢ not always firive with man.’ It appcars
then that the {pirit of God flrives even

with the moft proﬂloate finners ; and m

another place, the ¢ patience of God’
reprefented as ¢ well nigh wearied out in
¢ the days of Noah;’ yet behold his long-

fufte: mg’ Still he allows them' a refpite

of an hundred and twenty years, during

which period he waits upon them with
ofiers of mercy. . He: warns™ before he

B 3 Birkes,
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ftrikes, and thus provm that he ¢ willéth not™
%t the deaf‘hmf the finner,’ and that hisl del
ﬁructmn i§'of himfelf, e ,

‘It is now faid, that ¢ God faw that the
% wickednefs of man was great in ‘the
< earth, and that every 1magmat10n of the
< ‘thoughts:of his hedrt was only'evil con+
r tmuaHy ’ Is ‘not this defcription tog
ﬂrong ?  Ought not"fonte further ewdence |
of it/ to bc’:flvcnp My “aniwer'is, ¢ God
¢ fawit.’ " The men themlelvds no' doubt

‘did not {ee it, and if we could fuppofe".

them to have had hiftorians of their cwn,
zhde, no doubt, would not have mentioned
. but God’s teftimony is better than hat":

,«)f a thoufand w1tnches

"Such then being thc frate of numl\i
who can uondu to hear the dctemnnanon
OF a hoiy God to deﬁroy the earth with
its inhabitants, ‘dnd to leave a montument
of his awful juftice for the Warmm) and
inftruction of every age that was to fol-
low,

‘But are none exempted from this oe s
neral charge of fgiity. & Yes, here is

an individual feletted for our notice, It
| 15
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is faid -that ¢ Noah foundigrace in:the eyes
¢ of the ‘Lord.” The moft ‘howourable
teftimony is’ given:of him in feripture 7 he.
is faid to have been ¢ a juft- man, and per-:
¢ fe€t in his generations sy which does not
mean that he was without fault, for we
read in another place of his being attually
overtaken by {in, but that he was a fincere
dr complete and ¢confiftent charatter, ui-
corrupted by the wickednels that prevatled
in his-own' time or generation::vItis alfo
faid in ‘another place that ¢ he ‘walked with
<‘Gody he was mindful of him; accuftomed
to pray to him, regarding God:in:all he
did : he was alfo zealous in his_caufle; for
he was ¢ a preacher’ as well as an example
¢ of righteoufnefs ;' and while the ¢ long-
¢ fuffering of God’ waited on: the finners
around him, Noah wa$ raifed up for the
fpecial purpefe’ of inftrutting and . rebuks
ing them, and warning them of their ap-
proaching deftruétion. |

But while we admire his undaunted cou
rage, let us alk ourfelves whether we are
equally courageous in the  lame cgitleq
and while we commend Noah for renounc-
ing and reproving the:works of darkiiels,

B 4 though
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thoughlicenfed by geheral cuftom, whe-
ther we equally renounte and: réprove the
evils which are: now commonly praétifed.
ifithe fafhion of the times witljuftify us,
urcly it'might ‘have juftified Noah alfo..

But let us next fpeak of the period of
the deluge, and of the favour fhewn to
this eminent! perfon. God condefcended
to reveal to him the tremendous purpofe
of defiroying all flefh by a-flood of water,,
faying unto:Noah, ¢ the end of all fleth is
¢ before me;'yet heienters into covenant
with him, to {ave him and his little tamily
from:the sgeméral ruine  © 3% '

The” methdéd of deliverance, with "all
the cireumftances of-it, was of divine ap-
pointment.. ©The Lord: himf{elf direéted
Noah to'prepare an ark of- immenfe fize,
which might contain his -houfehold, and a
{mall remnant of all- other creatures,:for
the prelervation of their different fpecies..
In this building the various animals, with
fufficient provifion for their {fupport, were
to ride 1n fafety, while one common defola-
tion {wept away the inhabitants of the
earth, with all 1ts furniture,

Behold
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Behold then the faith and obedience of
“Noah, for which he is mentioned as a
bright example to all {ucceeding age!!
An infpired writer has told us that ¢ he
¢ believed' Gop.” - By faith, Noah being
¢ warned of God of things not feen as yet,
¢ prepared an ark to the faving of his
¢ houfe, by the which he condemned the
“world, ‘and became heir of the righte-
< oufnefs which 1s by {faith.’

Methinks I fee him with ftedfaft coun-
tenance and determined ftep, procecding
admidft the profane ridicule of {urrounding
multitudes, to prepare materials for the
ark, and .to engage workmen in this {trange
and arduous employment, while at the
{ame time he reproves that wicked gene-
ration, warns them of their danger, and
denounces, if they repent net, the ap-
proaching judgments of God upon them.
Inftead of refpetling his faith, thev fimile
at his credulity, and {cornfully turn away
from this venerable man of God. Year
after year, howevery he purfues his work.
Year after year they taunt him with his
folly, and amufe themielves in overlook-
ing the vaft building o5 it proceeds.

B's Surely,
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- Surely, fay thc', he 1s amanof a gloomy

Imagination, of an abfurd fancy; or of -a

difturbed brain 3 he 1s forward,. trouble-
{ome, and cenionous, dlways reprefenting
our condutt in the moft wicked. and: abo
minable light: the world, they infift, i

not {o wicked as he pretends. Fathers
and children join in deriding him. = High
and low, rich and poor, men " and maldens,
equally forgetful of God, and worldly and
unbelieving, comfort each other that they
are 1n the right, and that fuch a goodly
multitude  as thcy feem to make, cannot
be altogether wmkcd and expofed to one
gcnelal Judgment

It 1s here worthy of obfervatlon, that
the 'common order of the world does not
feem to have been overthrown at the time
of which we arc {peaking, for. it is very
po{ﬁble for the frame of {ociety to be held
togethex. even when the irreligion and
corruption of man is extrumely c”"cat It
1s true, mdeed, we. read ¢ that the earth

' ¢ .was. filled Wlth vioience, for when . the

pailions, of men are not rcﬁramed by reli-
gion, anuch violence  both i thelr lan-

uege @nd- conuu& 1s apt to follow of
& couule,
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courfe. -One great feature in their charac.
ter appears however to be their being quite
{wallowad up by the pleafures and con-
cerns .of this life, for the {cripture fpeaks
of them at that time, as eating and drink-
ing, and marrying, and being given in
marriage, ecvidently implying, that their
whole time and thoughts were engaged ip
thofe things, and that by the means of
thefét °/ were led to forget God, and to

gle@t the warnings which were {ent unto
th °m. | '

Let us next view Noah entering into
the ark, according. to the commandment
which G od had given him: ¢ He, and his
¢ {ons, ‘and his fons wives, becaule of'the
waters of the flood’; of beafts allo,” and
of ffﬂvis, and of uce[)mr ,thi?;zgs., there
went in two and two, male and fcmale,
as God commanded Noah. fmd 1t came
to.pafs after feven days, that the: wéters
of the flood were upot 'the ‘carth, ‘aad
all the fountains of the great deep™ weére
b raken up, and the wmews of heaven
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‘But while we accompany 1 Noah into the
~ark, let.us turn our eyes to the multitudes
~who-remained without, of whom no doubt
"he took }us, leave, with many painful fen-
fations. ‘

"What a wonder€ul and tremendous
{cene! Oh! the lamentations and ‘bitter
<cries of thoufands now perithing by that
wery calamity, the kind notices of which
‘they had refufed to attend to, or had pre-
{umptuoufly derided. Many of Noah's
~dear relations were included in this num-
ber.  What anguith muft he have felt for
.them: but.in vain! they had defpifed his
.warning, their day of grace was paft, and
‘he could afford them no relief.

"And now tte rain overflows the mea-
-dows, . and the whole wultitude feek, no
aoubt, he rifing ground; but the waters
‘increafe upon them. A few probably reach
~the. muummns, and thq trult that, at lealt,
the higheft rocks on the mountain-tops fhall
fave .them; ¢ But the waters prevail ex-
¢ ceedingly, and all the high hills that were
-6 under thc whole heaven were covered.

¢ Fifteen cubits. upwa.&d did.the waters pre-
-6 vail,

—
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| e vail, and ‘the mountains were covered.
¢ And all flefh died that moved upon the
¢ earth, ' both of fowl, and of cattle, and of
¢ beaft, and of every creeping -thing that
¢ creepeth' on -the earthy, and every -man,

¢ and Noah only remained alive, and they
¢ that were-with-him .in the ark.” -

‘Tt “is ‘no. unimportant remark, that the
-truth of this ftory of which we have thus
given the plain {criptural account is confirm-
‘ed by a-variety of {iriking ecircumitances,
not neceéflary here to be mentioned, -and al-
{o by the {everal traditions of .various and
diftant nations, differing indeed in theirre-
‘ligion, but agreeing in their account.of an

' -ancient and general deluge.

And ‘fhould we not feel terrorfor our-
{elves, while we contemplate thele effeéts of
‘the-divine vengeance ! Who-can ftand be-
fore this holy Lord ‘God! "We {ec'here
<that the Ged who-threatens will alfe execute
his threatenings, and that though hand join
‘n hand, the wicked:fhall not go-unpunifh-

e,

But a pleafing prolpeét epens _1t§mf to
righteous
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Tighteons Noah, ¢ for God remembered No- |
-4 ah and every/diving thing with himdn sthe

iniquities, yet a {enfe of gratitude for his

powered him, and to have {wallowed upfﬁr

o o

1< ak, . andG made a -windito, pals, over the
;¢ cearth;, and thesvaters were afluaged,. and
¢ the ark refted on'the mo u(m.zu.\ns‘@f.Ai‘arat,
¢ and in the tenth month the firlt day of (he
¢ month were the tops of themountains {een,’
Noah now fends forth a raven and afrer.
wards a dove from the windew of the .ark,
but ¢ the dove’ as yet ¢ could find no reft
¢ for the iole of her foot and returned into
¢ the ark :’ and again ¢ after other fevendays
he fends-forth the dove’ again. ¢ And the
¢ dove came into him .in the evening, and
¢ lo in her mouth was an olive leafl plucked
* oft, fo that Noeah knew that the waters
* were abated from oft theearth.’ Whata ’
plealing confidence would he now feel of
his deliveranée! Wherever indeed he turned
bhis eyes he would fee the devaftation which
fin had made, nor can he be fuppofed to /
have refletted without unutterable anguifh
on the multitudes that had perithed in their

L A
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own wonderful efcape feems to have overt

the time every other concern. He begins
the new duties of the life which had been
Ty preferved
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preferved tohim by an att of {folemn wor-
fhip to his preferver. btici]

¢ Noah builded .an altar unto the Lord
< and took of every clean beaft and offered
¢ burnt ofterings on the alidr.’ -~

Sacrifices no doubt had been originally
appointed by Cod for the fake of fhewing
forth that greatatonement which in due time
was to be made through the facrifice of Jefus
Chrift, ¢ that lamb of God which taketh
away the fins of the world,” by whofe blood,
and not by.the blood of bulls,and goats,
the iniquities of men were to be pardoned
and the true worfhippers were tobe brought
nigh to God.

And the Lord faid, < I will not again
curfe the ground any more for man’s {ake,
for the imagination of man’s hear! 1s eyil
from his youth, neither will I again {mite
any more every living thing: as i have
done. While the earth remaineth, ieed
time and harveft, and cold and heat, and
fummer and winter, and day and night
fhall not ceale.’ ~

LA AT TR ATNERY ) SEREN WY W
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¢ And'Ged faid, T deo {ét my bow in the
cloud, and 1t fhall be for a token of a
covenant between me and the earth. And
it fhall come to pafs, that when I bring a
cloud over'the .e#rth, that the bow fhall be
feen in the cloud: and I will look upon
it, that I may remember the everlafting
covenant ‘between God and every lwving
creature of all flefh that is on the earth.’

® & & & b ™ 6

Thus -were the ‘tokens of God’s mercy
givenimmediately after Hehad-been difplay-
ing his moft awful vengeance, and 1f we are
walking in the {teps of Noah we may look
on the rainbow, even to this.day, with con-
fidence and joy, becaufe it is a fign of {fecu-
rity not from a flood of waters only, but
from all the effeéts of the wrath of God.
It'is fpoken of in the beok of Revelations
as the peculiar emblem which furrounds
our Saviour, for when he is defcribed as
¢fitting on ‘his throne’ it is faid, ¢there
¢ was a-rainbow reund about the throne,’
implying that as God ‘was trueto his pro-
mife made to Noah, both delivering him
frem a-flood of waters and no more drown-
ing the world for the fins.of men, {o ailo

would he ke true to that everlalting cove-
nant
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nant made through Jefus Chrift, who is in-
deed the Savmur as he 1s promlfed in the
Scripture, of thofe who put their truft I
him.

‘( And it is faid in like manner in Ifaiah, forf
the comfort of each individual who fhaH be
found among God’s faithful people, * For
¢ thisisas the waters of Noah unto me, for
¢ as I have {worn that the waters of Noah
¢ fhould no more go over the earth, fo have
¢ I fworn that I would not be wroth with
¢ thee, | For the mountains fhall depart and
¢ the hllls be removed, but my kindnefs
¢ {hall not depart from thce,nelther fhall the
¢ covenant of thy peace -be removed faith:
¢ the Lord that hath mercy omn thee.’ |

4 thmk we may reducc the whole mf’truc-,_-~
tion to:be gamed from this awful and affeét-
ing {’cory to thefe two heads, I mean we may
learn the ¢ feverity” of Gad on the one hand.
and his ¢ goodnefs” on the other.

* Men are not apt to believe that God will.
be true tohis werd, efpecially inrefpeét tohis
threat-
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threatenmgs aoal_nﬁ{hewlc ked. They'choofe
to conceive of Him as fome eaf’y being who,
becaufe he is merciful il eithér not'punith
at all, or will not punifh feverely, or'at
leaft w111 not. °X~°ﬂd his w»ﬂl”l‘“LI‘t to any
oTehtipunfber of Kif creo{ur‘o,zuuixvhen
t Flnt(\hcr 6f115hv*wﬂﬁ“£,ﬁahdiq)hke |
Noah and declareinthe very words'of Scrip- |
ture his! Srdrnal” judgments on; the wicked,
IﬂUlULUdeSéHffépi to ! ?hab'thby wrh.zever*
come to pafs, and théy tieat’ ‘the Pleachers;
much s this wicked and tnbelitviig world |
tréated Noflh before thetn. - But the hiftory
which 'has How besa given fhews‘that God
is not ‘the fort of being he is fuppofed'to
be, “and afords a full anlwer t to, this dange-
rous delufion. ¢ For'if God fpared not the
¢ old world but faved Noah the eighth per-
fon a preacher of rightcoulnefs, bringing
_1n t_“he flood upcn the world of the ungod-
mAn Juinlno ta e cltes’ ofSOdom and
| '(Xomo P4 irito afhes 5, ‘condemned”thém
i with an 8verthrow, making thém ah éxan!
“ ple unto thafe it SRep rould HYe A
godly ; The Lotd khoweth how to deliv-
er the godly out of temptation and to re-
¢ ferve the unjuft unto the day ofJudg-
| . o ment to' bé punificds
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Such 1 et argumem N by the apof-
tle Pcrm from thefe ancxentjudgmento, and
it;1s very remarkable that our Saviour ‘nm-,

felf makesnearly the fame ufe, tllourfh In a.

- {uill {hongcr Way,, of thefe well known and

famous events, e;\plammg by’ the means of
them the furprife and conﬁemaflon which

-WIH oveual\f; not the’ ﬁ,w_ IO hgﬂt\ a,nd

0re dbaﬂdoned only, but the: world 1\-
minded cmd carele&, and unbe! *evmg in the
day of judgment: and how important as
well as truly Chamable 1s. 1t frequcntlv to
warn men of thefe fayings of that Saviour,
whole name we all profefs to reverence,
and in the truth of whofe word.t how {hall
we refufe to trult! For are not’ many per-
fons feen living at their cafe up to the hour

~of therr death, who are by no means rdml-'

ous and  yet are no more afraid thataday off
Y rath is commcr than the world of unbe—
lievers were on thc day be fme the flood..
Hear then I {fay our Saviour’s defcrlptmn of
the furpn{\e which will one day overtake
fuch perfons.

¢ As were the days of Noah o alfo,’ fays
Chrift, ¢ fhall the commg of the Son of Man
¢ be, . For as in the days that were¢ before
' the
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¢ the flood, they were eating and drinking.,
¢ marrying and giving in 111211"r1do“c2 until the
¢ day that. \Joah cntcud into the ark, and
¢ knc\Y not until the flood came and took
¢ themall . mA ay, {o ﬂlall alfo the coming, of
‘ tne b(,n of Man be. =~ Likewife, aifo as .t
¢ was in the days of Lot, they did cat, they
& drcmk, LhF» bouwht, they {old, they plant-
Sddy they bmlded But the fame day that'
‘ Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and
¢ brimftone from heaven and deﬁroyed them:
¢ all. - Even thus fhall it be in the day when:
¢ the Son. of Man is revealed.’ |

RBut on the other hand, let the humble
and fearful Chriftianlearn from another part
of the fame ftory to truft in the almighty
grace and goodnefs: for as the threatenings.
of God are {ure to the wicked, fo alfo are
hIS promnes {ure to them that unfelgnedly

ent and believe in Jefus Chrift. They
ihall be fafe amidft all dangers. When ¢ that
¢ great and terrible day of the Lord’ fhall
come, in ‘which the elements fhall melt
¢ with fervent heat, and the earth with all
¢ the works thereof fhall be burnt up,’ they
hav‘mg committed their fouls into-the hands
of Chrift, having behcved his teftimony and’
walked,.

| . i
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-walked, though in the midft of an evil ge-
neration, according to his holy word, fhall
i then be like Noahin the ark fafe amidft the
furrounding ftorm. And it may be added,
that even in this world, when the times grow
dark and threatening, and calamity, either
public or private, {eems to break in upon
them like a flood, when the tempeft lowers
and the clouds feem to gather over all the
furrounding countries —ecven then I fay
God’s promifes of merey fhall be feen by
'~ threm fhining like the rainbow overthe cloud,
- for amidft all their troubles and affli¢tions
they fhall be reminded of their intereft in
the Saviour and in the everlalting covenant

of their God,
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