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T H E

W A Y  T O  P L E N T Y ;

O R ,  T H E

SECOND PART OF TOM WHITE.

TO M  W H I T E ,  as w e h a v e  ſhew n in  
the f ir ſt p a rt  o f  this h i ſto r y ,  fro m  

an  id le  p o ſt- b o y  w as b eco m e a r e ſp e ct a b l e  
fa rm e r .  G OD h ad  b le ſ ſed his in d u ſt r y ,  
a n d he h ad  p ro ſp e re d  in the w o r ld .  He  
w a s  ſo b e r  and  tem perate , an d , a s  was the 
n atu ra l  c on ſe q u e n ce ,  he was a ct i v e  a n d  
h e a lth y .  H e  w as in d u ſtr i o u s  and f r u g a l ,  
a n d  he b ecam e p r o ſp ero u s  in his c i r c u m ­
ſta n c e s .  T h is  is in  the o rd in a ry  c o u r ſe
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o f  P r o v id e n c e .  B u t  it is not a certain  and 
n e c e ſſa ry  ru le .  G OD maketh his ſ un to 

ſ hine on the juſ t  and the unjuſt.  A  man 
w h o  u ſes  e v e r y  h oneſt  m eans o f  thrift and 
in d u ſt r y ,  w il l ,  in m oſt c a ſes, find ſu cce ſs  
attend his la b o u rs .  B u t  ſtill  the race is 
not always to the ſ w ift, nor the battle to 
the ſtrong. G OD his ſom etim es p le a ſe d  fo r 
w i ſe ends, to  d iſapp o in t  a ll  the w o r ld ly  
h o p e s  o f  the m oſt u p r ig h t  m an. H is c o r n  
m a y  be ſmitten by  a b light. His  barns 
m a y  be c o n ſu m e d  b y  fire. H is  cattle  m a y  
b e  ca rr ied  o f f  b y  d i ſte m p e r .  A n d  to theſe , 
a n d  other  m is fo rtu n es , h e is as l ia b le  as 
the ſpendthrift  o r  the k n a v e .  S u c c e ſs  is 
the common r e w a rd  o f  in d u ſt ry ,  bu t i f  it 
were  its c onſ t ant re w a rd ,  the in d u ſtr io u s  
w o u ld  be tem pted  to  lo o k  no fu rth er  than 
the pre ſen t ſ tate. T h e y  w o u ld  lo ſe  one 
ſt ro n g  g ro u n d  o f  th e ir  faith. I t  w ou ld  
ſe t  a ſide  the S cr ip tu re  ſch em e. T h is  w o r ld  
wo u ld  be  lo o k e d  on as a ſtate o f  re w a rd ,  
in ſtead  o f  a ſtate o f  tr ia l,  and w e  ſh o u ld  
fo r g e t  to lo o k  to a d ay  o f  f in a l  re t r i­
bution .

 

F a r m e r  White n e v e r  to o k  it into  h is  
h e a d ,  that b e c a u ſe  he p a id  his debts ,
w ork e d  e a r l y  and l ate, a n d  ate the b r e a d of
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o f  c a re f u lneſs , he was th ere fore  to com e 
into no misfortune like other folk, but w a s 
to be f r e e  f rom  the com m on trials and 
tro u b les  o f  life . H e  kn ew  that p ro ſp e r ity  
was far  from  bein g  a ſu re  m a rk  o f  G OD’S 
f a v o u r ,  a n d  had read  in g o o d  b o o k s , and 
e ſp e c ia l ly  in the b ib l e, o f  th e  great p o ­
v e r ty ,  and afflictions o f  the b eſt  o f  m en . 
T h o u g h  h e  w as no great  ſc h o la r ,  he had 
ſen ſe  en o u gh  to o b ſe r v e ,  that a time o f  
p u b l ic  p ro ſp e r ity  was not a lw ays  a tim e 
o f  p u b lic  v i r t u e ; a n d  he thought that w hat 
w as t ru e  o f  a w h o le  nation m ight be tru e  
o f  one man.  So the m ore  he p ro ſp e re d  
the m o re  he p ra y ed  that p ro ſp e r ity  m ight 
not co rru p t  his h eart .  A n d  when he ſaw 
la te ly  ſig n s  o f  p u b lic  d iſtre ſs  com in g  o n ,  
he was not h a l f  ſo  m u ch  fr ightened  as
ſom e  others w e re ,  b e c a u ſe  he thought it 
m ight d o  u s  g o o d  in the lo n g  r u n ;  and 
he was in hopes that a little  p o v e r ty  m ight 
b r in g  on  a little pen itence . T h e  great  
g ra c e  he la b o u re d  a fter  was that o f  a 
ch eerfu l  ſu b ra i ſſi on. H e  u ſed  to ſ a y ,  
that i f  the L o r d ’s Pra y e r  had on ly  c o n ­
tained thoſe  fo u r  little  w ords  T HY WILL 

BE D O N E, it w o u ld  be w^orth m ore  than 
the b igg e ſt  b o o k  in the w o r ld  w ithou t 
them .  A 3 D r .
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Dr. S heph erd ,  the w o rth y  V ic a r ,  (with 

whom the fa r m e r ’s w i fe  had fo r m e r ly  l i v e d
as h o u ſe k e e p e r )  was  v e r y  fond o f  tak in g  a 
w a lk with him ab o u t  his g rou n d s ,  and he 
u ſed  to ſa y ,  that he learnt as m u ch  from  
the fa rm er  as the farm er  did  from  him. 
I f  the D o c to r  happened  to o b ſe r v e ,  I am 
afraid theſe lo n g  rains wil l  ſpoil  this fine 
piece  o f  oats,  the fa rm er  w o u ld  an ſw er ,  
"  but then, ſir ,  think how g o o d  it is fo r  
the g r a ſ s . ”  I f  the D o c to r  feared  the 
wheat  w o u ld  be but ind if ferent ,  the fa rm e r  
was ſure  the r y e  w o u ld  turn out  w e l l .  
W h e n  graſs fa i led ,  he did not d o u b t  but
turnips w o u ld  be p len ty .  E v e n  fo r  flo o d s  
and inundations he w o u ld  find out ſo m e 
w a y  to  j u ſ t i f y  P r o v id e n c e .  “  ’T i s  better ,”  
ſ aid he, “ to h a v e  our  lands a l ittle  o v e r ­
f low ed ,  than that the ſpr ings ſhou ld  be 
dried u p, and o u r  cattle faint fo r  la c k  o f  
w a te r . ”  W h e n  the d rou gh t  cam e, he
thanked  G OD that the ſe a ſon  w o u ld  b e  
h e a l t h y ;  and high winds,  which f r ig h t­
ened  o th e rs, he ſa id ſe rv e d  to c lear  the 
air .  W h o e v e r ,  o r  w h atev e r  was w ro n g ,  
he was a lw ays  ſure that P ROVIDENCE was 
in the right. A n d  he u ſed  to ſa y ,  that a 
man with e v e r  ſo  ſm all  an incom e i f  he 
had but f ru g a l i ty  and tem perance ,  a n d

ca ſt



caſt o f f  all v a in d e f ires, was r ic h e r  th a n  
a  l o r d  w h o was torm ented  b y  v a n ity  
and c o v e t o u ſneſs. W h e n  he ſaw o th e rs  
in the w ro n g ,  he d id  not h o w e v e r  a ­
b u ſe  them fo r  it, but to o k  care  to a v o i d  
the ſame fault.  H e  had ſenſe and ſp i ­
r it  en o u gh  to b r e a k  th ro u g h  m an y  o ld  
but v e r y  bad c u ſto m s o f  his n e ig h b o u rs .

"I f  a thing is w ro n g  in i t ſe l f , ”  ( ſa id  he 
o n e  d a y  to  fa rm er  H o d g e s)  “  a w h ole  
p a r i ſh  d o in g  it c a n ’t m ake  it r ight. An d  
as to it ’s b e in g  an o ld  cu ſto m , w h y i f  
it b e  a good  one I l ik e  it the better fo r  
b e in g  o ld , b e c a u ſe  it has had the ſtamp 
o f  ages ,  and the ſanction  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  
o n  it's w orth . B u t  i f  it be o ld  as  w e l l  
as b ad , that is another r e a ſo n  fo r  m y  
t r y in g  to put an end to it, that we m a y  
n ot m iſlead  o u r  ch ildren  as o u r  fathers 
h a v e  m iſted u s .”

The R O O F - R A I S I N G .
S O M E  years after he was ſ ettled, he 

built a large new barn. A l l  the w o r k ­
men were looking forward to the uſual  
holiday o f  roof-rai ſin g .  On this o c c a ­
ſio n  it was a cuſtom to give  a dinner to 
the w orkmen, with ſo much liquor af­
ter it that they got ſo drunk, that they

not
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not only lo ſt the remaining half, day's 
w ork, but they were not always able 
to work the next day.

Mrs, W h ite  p r o v id e d  a plenti fu l  d in ­
ner for  r o o f -ra i ſ ing,  and g a v e  each man 
his m ug  o f  beer.  A f t e r  a hearty m eal  
they began  to g row  c lam oro u s  fo r  m ore  
d rink .  The farm er  ſa id ,  "M y  lads ,  I 
d o n ’t g ru d g e  y o u  a few  gallons o f  ale 
m e re ly  for  the ſ a k e  o f  ſ a v in g  m y  l iq u o r ,  
though  that is ſom e  co n ſ id erat ion  ; b ut  
I n e v e r  w i l l ,  k n o w in g ly ,  help  any  man 
to m ak e  a bea ſt  o f  h im ſe l f .  I am r e ­
ſol d e d  to b re a k  th rou gh  a bad cu ſtom . 
Y o u  are n ow  well  r e f r e ſhed .  I f  y o u  wil l
g o  ch e e r fu l ly  to y o u r  w o r k ,  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  
h a l f  a d a y ’s p a y  to take  on S atu rd ay  
n ight  m o re  than y o u  w o u ld  i f  this a f ­
ternoon  were  w a ſte d  in dru n ken n eſs .  F o r  
this y o u r  fam il ies  wil l  be the b e t te r :
w h ereas ,  w ere  I to g iv e  y o u  m ore  l iq u o r  
w h e n  y o u  h av e  already  had en ou gh ,  I 
ſh o u ld  help to rob  them o f  their bread.  
But I wiſh to ſhew y o u ,  that I h ave  y o u r  
g o o d  at heart fu l l  as m uch  as m y  own 
profit .  I f  y o u  will  now  go to w o r k ,  
I  w i l l  g iv e  y o u  all  another  m u g  at night 

w h en  y o u  le a v e  off .  T h u s  y o u r  time 
 w i l l
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( 9 )w i l l be  ſ a v e d ,  y o u r  fam il ies  helped,  and 
m y  a le w i l l  not go to m a k e  r e a ſon a b l e  
creatures  w o r ſe  than brute  b ea ſts . ”

H e r e  he ſ topped .  “  Y o u  are in the right 
o n ’t, M a ſt e r , " ſ aid T o m  the th a tc h e r ;
“  Y o u  are a hearty  m an,  F a r m e r , ” ſa id  
J o h n  Plane the carpenter .  “  C om e a ­
lo n g  b o y s , ”  ſaid T im  B r i c k  the maſon ; 
ſo they  all went  m e rr i ly  to w o r k ,  f o r ­
tified with a g o o d  dinner.  T h e r e  w as  
o n ly  one d r u n k e n  ſu r ly  fe l low  w h o  
re fu ſed ,  that was D i c k  G u z z l e  the 
Smith.  D ic k  n e v e r  w o rk s  a b o v e  two 
o r  three days in the w e e k ,  and ſpends 
the others at the R e d  L io n .  H e  ſw o re ,  
that i f  the fa rm e r  did not let him h a v e  
as m u c h  l iq u o r  as he l ik ed  at R o o f - R a i ſ ­
ing ,  he w o u ld  not ſt r i k e  another  ſ t ro k e ,  
but  w o u ld  l e a v e  the j o b  unfini ſhed ,  and 
he m ight get hands w here  he cou ld .
F a r m e r  W hite to o k  him at his w o r d ,  
and paid  him o f f  d irect ly  : g lad  e n o u g h  
to get rid o f  ſuch  a ſot, w h om  he had  
o n ly  e m p lo y e d  from  pity  to a la rg e  and 
a lm o ſt  ſ tarv in g  fam ily .  W h e n  the m en 
cam e fo r  their m u g  in the e v e n in g ,  the 
farm er  b ro u g h t  out  the remains o f  the
co ld  g a m m on ;  they  made a h e arty ſu p p e r ,

and
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and thanked  him f o r  ha v in g  b r o k e  through 
a  f o o l i ſh c u ſ to m ,  wh i ch was  a f t e r w a r d s 
m u ch  left  off in that p a r i ſh ,  though  
D i c k  w o u l d  not  co m e into it,  a n d  Ioſt 
m o ſ t  o f  his w o r k .

F a r m e r  W h i t e ’s l a b o u re r s  w e re  often 
com p la in in g ,  that things w e re  ſo dear 
that they  c o u ld  not b u y  a bit o f  meat.
H e  kn ew  it was p a r t ly  true,  but  not e n ­
t i r e ly ,  fo r  it was b e fo re  theſe v e r y  h a r d
times. One m orn in g  he ſtept out  to ſee 
h o w  an o u th o u ſe  w hich  he  was thatch­
in g  w ent  on. H e  was ſ u p r i ſed  to find 
the w o r k  at a ſtand.  H e  w a lk e d  o v e r  
to the th a tch e r ’s h ou ſe .  “  T o m ,” ſ aid 
he ,  “  I d e ſire  that p iece  o f  w o r k  m a y  
he f in i ſhed d irect ly .  I f  a ſh o w e r  com es  
m y  grain  wil l  be ſp o i le d . ” “  In d e e d ,  
M a ſ t e r ,  I ſh a n ’t w o r k  to -d ay ,  n o r  t o ­
m o rro w  n e i th e r , ”  ſaid T o m .  “  Y o u  f o r ­
get  that 'tis E a ſ te r  M o n d a y ,  and to -m o rro w  
is E a ſ t e r  T u e ſ d a y .  A n d  ſo  on W e d n e ſ ­
d a y  I ſhall  thatch a w a y  m aſter .  But ’t i s  
hard  i f  a p o o r  man wh o w o rk s  all  t h e
y e a r  m a y  not e n jo y  theſe few h o l id ays .

“  T o m , ” ſa id the fa rm er ,  “  when 
theſe  days  were firſt put into o u r  p ra y e r -  

b o o k .



bo o k ,  the g o o d  m en who did it, l i t ­
t le  thought  that the time w o u ld  c o m e 
when holyday ſh o u ld  mean drunken-day. 
H o w  m u ch  doſt think now I  ſhall  p a y  thee 
f o r  this p iece  o f  t h a t c h ? ” “  W h y  y o u  
k n o w  m aſter  y o u  h a v e  let it to me by  the 
great .  I  think betw een  this and to -m or­
r o w  night,  as the w eather  is ſo  fine, I  
c o u ld  c le a r  abo ut  fo u r  ſh i l l ings ,  after  I 
h a v e  paid m y  b o y .  B u t  thatching does 
not  com e often,  and other  w o r k  is not ſo 
p r o f i t a b le .” “  V e r y  wel l ,  T o m ;  and how  
m u c h  n ow  do y o u  think y o u  m ay  ſpend  
in  theſe two h o l id ay s  ?”  “  W h y  m aſter ,  i f  
the a le  is p le a ſant, and the com pan y  m e r ­
r y ,  I  do not exp ect  to get o f f  for  leſs than 
three ſh i l l in gs .”  “ T o m ,  can y o u  do p o u n d s ,  
ſh i l l in gs ,  and pence ?”  “  I can m ake  a 
l i t t le  ſ c o re  m aſter  behind the k itchen  d o o r  
with  a bit o f  ch a lk ,  which is as m u c h  
as I w a n t . ” “  W e l l  T o m ,  add the fo u r  
ſh i l l in gs  y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  earned to the
three y o u  intend to ſpend, what does that 
m a k e  ?” “  L et me ſe e ! three and fo u r  
m a k e  ſe v e n .  S ev e n  ſh i l l ings  m a ſte r . ”  
"  T o m ,  y o u  often tell me the times are ſo  
b a d  that y o u  can n e v e r  b u y  a bit o f  m eat .  
N o w  h e r e  is the coſt  o f  two jo in ts  at o n c e ; 
to ſay  noth ing  o f  the ſi n  o f  w a ſt i n g  time

and
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and getting d r u n k .”  "  I  n e v e r  once 
th o u g h t  o f  that,”  ſa id  T o m .  “  N o w  T o m , ” 
ſa id  the fa rm er, “  i f  I  w e re  y o u ,  I w o u ld  
ſtep  o v e r  to B u tc h e r  Jo b b in s ’s, b u y  a 
ſ h o u ld e r  o f  m utton, w h ich  bein g  left f ro m  
S a t u r d a y ’s m a rk e t  y o u  will  get a litt le  
c h ea p e r .  T h is  I w o u ld  m ake  m y  w ife  
b a k e  in a deep diſh fu ll  o f  p o tato es .  
I  w o u ld  then go to w o r k ,  and when 
the d in ner was read y  I  w o u ld  go  and 
e n jo y  it with m y  w ife  and c h i ld r e n ;  y o u  
n eed  not g iv e  the m utton to the b ra ts ;  
the potatoes w il l  h a v e  all the g r a v y ,  
and be v e r y  ſ a v o r y  fo r  th em .”  “  A y e ,  
b u t  I ’v e  got no b e e r  m aſter, the t im es are  
ſo  hard that a p o o r  man c a n ’t a f fo rd  to 
b r e w  a drop  o f  d r in k  n ow  as w e u ſed  to 
d o .”

"T i m e s are b a d ,  and m alt is v e r y  dear
T o m ,  a n d y e t  both  d o n ’t p re v e n t  y o u r  
th row in g  a w a y  ſe v e n  ſh il l in g s  in k e e p in g  
h o l id a y .  N o w  ſend fo r  a quart  o f  a le ,  as 
it  is  to be a fe a ſ t ;  and y ou w il l  e v e n  then
b e  fo u r  ſh i l l in gs  r ic h e r  than i f  y o u  h ad
g o n e  to the p u b l ic k  h o u ſe .  I  w o u ld  put 
b y  theſe  fo u r  ſh i l l in g s ,  till I  co u ld  ad d  a 
c o u p le  to th e m ; with this I  w o u ld  get a 
b u ſh e l  o f  m alt ,  and m y  w ife  ſh o u ld  brew

it



it, and y o u  m a y  take  a pint at home o f  a  
n igh t,  w hich  w il l  do y o u  m ore good than 
a g a l lo n  at the Red L i o n . ”  “  I  h a v e  a 
g re a t  m ind to ta k e  y o u r  a d v ic e ,  m aſter , 
but I  ſhall  be m ade ſ uch fun o f  at the 
L i o n ;  they w il l  ſo  lau gh  at me i f  I  don't 
g o . ”  L e t  thoſe  laugh  that w in , T o m . ” 
“  B u t  m aſter ,  I  h a v e  got a fr iend to m eet 
me th ere .”  “  T h e n  a ſk  y o u r  friend to  
com e and eat a bit o f  y o u r  c o ld  mutton at 
n ight, and here is ſi x - p e n c e  fo r  another 
p o t ,  i f  y o u  w il l  p ro m i ſe to brew  a ſm all 
ca ſk  o f  y o u r  o w n .” "  T h a n k  y o u ,  m a ſ­
ter, and ſo  I  w i l l ;  and I w o n ’t go  to t h e  
L io n .  C om e b o y , b r in g  the helm , and 
fe tc h  the la d d e r .” A n d  ſo  T o m was upon 
the r o o f  in a tw inkling .

The S H E E P  S H E A R I N G .

D r. Sh ep h erd  h appened  to fay  to Farm er 
White one day , “  th a t  there was nothing 
h e d iſl i k e d  m o re  than the m anner in 
w hich  ſh eep -ſh ear in g  and h arve ſt-h om e 
w ere  kept b y  ſo m e  in his pariſh . W h a t ,  
ſa id  the g o o d  D o c to r ,  ju ſ t  when we are 
b le ſt  with theſe natural r iches o f  o u r  land , 
the fleece o f  o u r  f lo c k s ;  w hen o u r  barns 
are  c ro w n ed with p lenty , and  w e h a v e

B  reap ed
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reaped the fruits o f  the earth in due ſea­
ſo n ; is that v e r y  time to be ſet apart for  
ribaldry, and riot, and drunkenneſs ? D o  
w e thank G OD for his mercies by making  
o u r ſelves unworthy and unfit to enjoy  
them ?"

“  I thank y o u  fo r  the hint, ſir , ”  ſa id  
the farm er. “  I  am re ſo lv e d  to re jo ic e  
thou gh , and others ſh a l l  re jo ic e  with m e ; 
A n d  we w ill h av e  a m e rry  n ight o n ’t. ”

S o  M rs . W h ite  dreſ ſ ed a v e r y  p len tifu l 
ſupper  o f  m eat and p u d d in g ; an d  ſpread  
c u t  tw o tab les. T h e  fa rm e r  ſ at at the head  
o f  one, con ſi ſti n g  o f  ſom e o f  his n e ig h ­
b o u rs , and a ll o f  his w o rk -p e o p le . A t  the 
o th er ſat his w ife ,  w ith tw o lo n g  benches 
on each  ſid e  o f  h er. A t  theſe ſat a ll the 
o ld  and in firm  p o o r , e ſp e c ia l ly  th o ſe  w ho 
l iv e d  in the w o rk h o u ſe, and had  no d ay  o f  
f e ſti v i t y  to lo o k  fo rw ard  to in the w hole 
y e a r  but this. O n the g ra ſ s , in the litt le  
c o u rt ,  ſ at the ch ild ren  o f  his la b o u re rs , 
and o f  the other p o o r , w h o ſe em p loym en t 
it  had b een  to  gather flo w ers , and d re ſs 
an d  adorn  the h orn s o f  the ram , fo r  the 
farm er did not w iſh  to put an end to an y  
o ld c u ſto m , i f  it  w as innocent. H is  ow n

ch ild ren
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c h ild ren ſtood  b y  the ta b le ,  and he g a v e  
them p ſen ty  o f  p u d d in g , w h ich  they c a r ­
r ied  to the ch ild ren  o f  the p o o r ,  with a  
little d rau gh t o f  c id e r  to e v e r y  one.

T h is  feaſt , though  o rd e r ly  and decent, 
was yet hearty  and ch eerfu l.  D r . S h e p ­
herd  d ro p p ed  in with a g o o d  deal o f  com ­
p a n y  he had at his h o u ſe ,  and they w ere  
m u ch  pleaſed . W h e n  the D octor  ſaw h ow 
the aged  a n d  the infir m  p o o r  w ere  e n jo y ­
ing, th em ſelves , he was m uch m o v e d ;  he 
ſh o o k  the farm er b y  the h an d , and ſa id ,

"B u t  thou , when thou m akeſt  a feaſt , 
c a l l  the b lin d , and the lam e, and the h a l t ;  
they cannot recom penſe  thee, but thou  
ſhalt  be r e c o mpenſed  at the re ſu rrectio n  
o f  the j u ſ t . ”  

"  S i r , ”  ſa id  the fa rm er, "  ’t is no g reat 
m atter o f  e x p e n c e ,  I  k i l l  a ſheep o f  m y  
o w n ;  potatoes  are  as p lenty  as b la c k b e r ­
r ies ,  with p eop le  who h a v e  a little fo r e ­
thought. I  ſa v e  m uch m ore c id er  in the 
co u r ſe  o f  a y e a r  by n e v e r  a l lo w in g  an y  
c a r o u ſi n g  in m y k itchen , or d ru n k e n n e ſ s 
in  m y  fie lds, than w o u ld  ſu p p ly  m a n y  
ſu ch  feaſts as theſe , ſo  that I ſhall be n e v e r  
the p o o re r  a t  Chriſtm as. It  is ch eap er
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to m ak e p e o p le  h a p p y ,  ſi r ,  than to m ake 
them d ru n k. T h e  D o c t o r  and the lad ies  
c o n d e ſcen d ed  to w a lk  from  one table to 
the other, and heard  m any m erry  ſtories, 
but not one pro fan e  w o rd ,  o r  one in ­
decent ſo n g ;  ſo that he was not fo rc e d  
to the pain fu l n e c e ſſi t y  either o f  r e p r o v ­
ing them, o r  le a v in g  them in anger .  
W h e n  all w a s o v e r  they ſ ung the ſi x t y ­
fifth p ſa lm, and the ladies all jo in e d  in 
it, and  when they got hom e to the v i ­
c a ra g e  to tea, they d e c la red they l ik e d  
it better than any co n cert.

The H A R D  W I N T ER.

I N  the fam ous co ld  w inter  o f  the p r e ­
ſent year ,  1 7 9 5 , it was ed ify in g  to ſee 
how  patiently  fa rm er W h ite  b o re  that 
lo n g  and ſe v e re  fro ſt .  M a n y  o f  his 
ſheep  w ere  fro z e n  to death, but he th a n k­
ed  G OD that he had ſtill m any left. H e  
co n tin u ed  to find in -d o o r  w o r k  that 
his men m ight not be out o f  e m p lo y .  
M rs .  W h ite  was ſo  c o n ſid e r a t e ,  that ju ſ t  
at that time ſhe l e ſ ſened the n u m b er  o f  
h e r  hogs, that ſhe m ight h a v e  m o re   
w h e y  and ſk im m ilk  to a ſſi ſt  p o o r  f a ­
m i lies . N a y ,  I  h a v e  kn o w n  h er  li v e

on
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on b o ile d  m eat fo r  a  lo n g  w hile  to g e ­
ther, in a ſi c k l y  ſe a ſo n ,  b ecau ſe  the p o t ­
l iq u o r  m ade ſuch  a ſu p p ly  o f  broth  fo r  
the ſ ic k  p o o r .  A s  the ſpring  cam e a n ,  
and things g re w  w o r ſe ,  ſhe n e v e r  had 
a c a k e ,  a pye , o r  a p u d d in g  in her h o u ſe ;  
though  ſhe u ſed  to h a v e  p len ty  o f  theſe 
g o o d  things, and w ill  again  I hope w h en  
the pre ſen t ſc a rc ity  is o v e r ;  though ſhe 

 ſ ays  ſhe n e v e r  w il l  u ſe  ſu ch white f lo u r  
again , e v e n  i f  it ſh o u ld  come d o w n  to  
f ive  ſh ill in gs  a b u ſh e l .

A l l  the pariſh  now  began  to m u rm u r. 
F a rm e r  Jo n e s  w a s ſu re  the f r o ſt  had 
k i l le d  the w heat. F a rm er  W i l ſo n  ſaid  
the rye  w o u ld  n e v e r  com e up. B r o wn 
the m alt ſter in ſi ſ t e d  the b a r le y  was dead 
at the ro o t .  B u tc h e r  J o bbins ſa id  b e e f  
w o u ld  be a ſh i l l in g  a pound. A l l  d e ­
cla red  there w o u ld  not be a hop to b rew  
w ith . T h e  o rch ard s  w ere  all b lighted , 
there w o u ld  not be apples enough to 
m a k e  a p y e ;  and as to h ay  there w o u ld  
be  none to be had for  lo v e  n or  m o n e y .

"I ’ll tell y o u  w h a t ,”  ſa id  farm er W h ite ,  
“  the ſe a ſo n  is d r e a d fu l . ”  T h e  crops a re  
u n p romi ſ ing  j uſt n o w ; but 'tis too e a r ly  
to j u d g e . D o n ’t l e t  us m ake th in gs
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worſe than they are. We ought to com­
fort the poor, and you are driving them 
to deſpair. Don’t you know how much 
GOD was diſpleaſed with the murmurs of 
this choſen people ? And yet, when they 
were tired of manna he ſent them quails; 
but all did not do. Nothing ſatisfies 
grumblers. We have a promiſe on our 
ſide, that there ſhall be ſeed time and 
karveſt time to the end. Let us then 
hope for good a day, but provide againſt 
an evil one. Let us rather prevent the 
evil before it is came upon us, than 
ſink under it when it comes. Grumbling 
can’t help us. Activity can. Let us ſet 
about planting potatoes in every nook 
and corner, in caſe the corn ſ hould fail, 
which however I don’t believe. Let 
u s mend our management before we are 
driven to it by actual want. And if 
we allow our honeſt labourers to plant 
a few potatoes for their families in the 
head lands of our ploughed fields, or 
other waſte bits of ground, it will do 
us no harm, and be a great help to
 them. "

The farmer had many temptations to 
ſend his corn at an extravagant price to

a certain
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a certain ſea port town; but as he 
knew that it was intended to export it 
againſt law, he would not be tempted to 
encourage unlawful gain; ſo he threſhed 
put a ſmall mow at a time, and ſold it 
to the neighbouring poor far below the 
market price. He ſerved his own work­
men firſt. This was the ſame to them as 
i f  he had raiſed their wages, and even 
better, as it was a benefit of which their 
families were ſure to partake. If the 
poor in the next pariſh  were more dif­
treſ ſed than his own, he ſold to them 
at the ſame rate. “  For,” ſaid he, “  there 
is no diſtinction of pariſhes in heaven, 
and though charity begins at home, yet 
it ought not to end there.”

He had been uſed in good times now 
and then to catch a hare or a partridge, 
as he was qualified. But he now reſolv­
ed to give up that pleaſure. So he part­
ed from a couple of ſpaniels he had; 
for he ſaid he could not bear that his 
dogs ſhould be eating the meat, or the 
milk which ſo many men, women, and 
children wanted.The



T h e  W H I T E  L O A F .

ONE day, it was about the middle of 
laſt J uly, when things ſeemed to be at 
the deareſt, and the Rulers of the land 
had agreed to ſet the example of eating no­
thing but coarſe bread, Doctor Shepherd 
read, before ſermon, in the church their 
public declaration, which the magiſtrates 
of the county ſent him, and had alſo 
ſ igned themſelves. Mrs. White of courſe 
was at church, and commended it migh­

tily. Next morning the Doctor took a 
walk over to the farmer’s, in order to 

ſ ettle further plans for the relief of the 
pariſh. He was much ſurpriſed to meet 
Mrs. White’s little maid Sally with a very 

ſ mall white loaf, which ſhe had been 
buying at a ſhop. He ſaid nothing to 
the girl, as he never thought it right to 
expoſe the faults of a miſtreſs to her 
ſervant; but walked on, reſolving to give 
Mrs. White a ſevere lecture for the firſt  
time in his life. He ſoon changed his 
mind, for on going into the kitchen the 
firſt  perſon he ſaw was Tom the thatcher, 
who had had a ſad fall from a ladder; 
his arm, which was ſlipped out of his 
ſleeve, was ſwelled in a frightful manner.

Mrs.
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Mrs. White was ſtanding at the dreſſer 
making the little white loaf into a poul­
tice, which ſhe laid upon the ſwelling in 
a large clean old cloth. 

" I aſk your pardon, my good Sarah,” 
ſaid the Doctor, “  I ought not, however 
appearances Were againſt you, to have 
ſuſpected that ſo humble and prudent a 
woman as you are, would be led either 
to indluge any daintineſs of your own, 
or to fly in the face of your betters, by 
eating white bread while they are eating 
brown. Whenever I come here I ſee 
it is not needful to be rich in order to 
to be charitable. A bountiful rich man 
would have ſent Tom to a ſurgeon, who 
would have done no more for him than 
you have done; for in thoſe inflamma­
tions the moſt ſkilful ſurgeon could only 
apply a poultice. Your kindneſs in dreſ­
ſing the wound yourſelf, will, I doubt 
not, perform the cure at the expence of 
that three-penny loaf and a little hog’s 
lard. And I will take care that Tom ſhall 
have a good ſupply of Rice from the Sub­
ſcription.” “  And he ſhan’t want for ſkim 
milk,”ſaid Mrs. White, and was he the beſt  
lord in the land, in the ſtate he is in, a diſh 
o f
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of good nice milk would be better for 
him than the beaſt meat.

The P A R I S H  M E E T I N G .

On the tenth of Auguſt the veſtry held 
another meeting, to conſult on the beſt 
method of further aſſiſting the poor. The 
abundant crops now cheered every heart. 
F armer White, had a mind to be a little 
jocular with his deſponding neighbours. 
Well, neighbour Jones, ſaid he, all the 
wheat was killed, I ſuppoſe. The barley 
all dead at the root. F armer Jones look­
ed ſheepiſh, and ſaid, to be ſure the crops 
had turned out better than he thought. 
Then, ſaid Dr. Shepherd, let us learn to 
truſt Providence another time.

A mong other things, they agreed to 
ſubſcribe for a large quantity of rice, 
which was to be fold out to the poor at a 
very plow price, and Mrs. White was ſo 
kind as to undertake the trouble of felling 
it. After their day’s work was over, all 
who wiſhed to buy at theſe reduced rates 
were ordered to come to the farm on the 
Tueſday evening. Dr. Shepherd dropped 
in at the ſame time, and when Mrs. White

had
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had done weighing her rice, the Doctor 
ſpoke as follows :

"My honeſt friends, it has pleaſed 
GOD to viſit this land with a ſcarcity, to 
which we have been little accuſtomed. 
There are ſome idle evil minded people 
who are on the watch for public diſtreſſes, 
not that they may humble themſelves un­
der the mighty hand of G OD, (which is 
the true uſe to be made of all troubles) 
but that they may benefit themſelves by 
diſturbing the public peace. Theſe peo­
ple, by riot and drunkenneſs, double the 
evil which they pretend to cure. Riot will 
compleat our misfortunes, while peace, 
induſtry, and good management, will go 
near to cure them. Bread to be ſure is 
uncommonly dear. Among the various 
ways of making it cheaper, one is to re­
duce the quality of it, another, to leſſen 
the quantity we conſume. If we cannot 
get enough of coarſe wheaten bread, let 
us make it of other grain. Or let us mix 
one half of potatoes, and one half of  
wheat. This laſt is what I eat in my 
own family. It is pleaſant and whole­
ſome. Our bleſſed Saviour ate barley

bread
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bread you know, as we were told in the 
laſt month’s Sunday Reading of the Cheap 
Repoſitory, which I hope you have all 
heard; as I deſired the maſter of the Sun­
day ſchool to read it juſt after evening 
ſervice, when I know many of the parents 
are apt to call in at the ſchool. This is a 
good cuſtom, and one of thoſe little books 
ſ hall be often read at that time.

"  My good women, I truly feel for 
you at this time of ſcarcity; and I am go­
ing to ſhew my good will, as much by 
my advice as my ſubſcription. It is my 
duty, as your friend and miniſter, to tell 
you, that one half of your preſent hard­
ſhips is owing to BAD M A N A G E M E N T . I
often meet your children without ſhoes 
and ſtockings, with great luncheons of 
the very whiteſt bread, and that three 
times a day. Half that quantity, and ſtill 
leſs if it were coarſe, put into a diſh of 
good onion or l eek porridge, would 
make them an excellent breakfaſt. Many 
too of the very pooreſt of you eat your 
bread hot from the oven; this makes the 
difference of one loaf in five; I aſſure 
you ’tis what I cannot afford to do. Come

Mrs.
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M r s .  W h ite ,  y o u m a y  a ſſiſ t  m e a l i t t le, 
I  am not v e r y  k n o w in g  i n  theſe m atters 
m y ſ e l f ;  b ut I  k n o w  that the r ich  w o u ld  
be tw ice  as ch a r itab le ,  i f  the p o o r  m ade 
a better  u ſe  o f  their b ou n ty . M rs . W h ite  
do  g iv e  theſe  p o o r  w o m en  a litt le  a d v ic e  
how  to m a k e  their  p ittan ce  go  fu rth er  
than it n ow  does. W h e n  y o u  l iv e d  with  
m e y o u  w ere fam ou s fo r  m a k in g  us n ice ,  
ch eap  d iſh es ,  and I  dare  fay  y o u  are  not 
le ſs  n otab le  now  y o u  m anage fo r  y o u r ­
ſelf.”

“  In d e e d  n e ig h b o u rs ,  ſa id  M rs .  W h ite, 
w h at the g o o d  d o cto r  ſ ays is v e r y  true. 
A  h a l fp e n n y  w o rth  o f  oatm eal o r  g ro a ts , 
w ith  a le e k  o r  onion, out o f  y o u r  o w n  
g a rd e n , w h ich  coſts  noth ing , a b it  o f  ſ al t, 
and  a little  co ar ſe  b read , w il l  b re a k fa ſt  
y o u r  w h o le  fam ily .  It  is a g rea t  m iſtak e  
at any  time to th ink a bit o f  m eat ſo r u i ­
n o u s , and a great lo a d  o f  b read  ſo  ch eap . 
A  p o o r  man gets ſe v e n  o r  e igh t ſh il l in gs  
a  w e e k  ; i f  he is ca re fu l  he b r in gs  it  h om e.
I  dare not fay  h o w  m u ch  o f  this goes fo r  
tea in the a fte rn o o n , n ow  ſu g ar  an d  b u t­
ter are ſo  d ear ,  b e c a u ſe  I ſh o u ld  h a v e 
y o u  all u pon  m e, but I  w il l  ſ ay  that too

much
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m u c h  o f  this l itt le  g o es  e v e n  fo r  b rea d ,  
from  a notion  that it is the h a rd e ſt  fa re. 
T h i s  at all t im es, but p a r t ic u la r ly  j u ſ t  
no w , is bad  m anagem en t. D r y  p e a ſe  to 
be ſu re  h a v e  been  v e r y  d ear  l a t e l y ; but 
n o w  they  are  p le n ty  en o u gh . I  am c e r ­
tain th en , that i f  a ſh i l l in g  o r  tw o o f  the 
ſe v e n  o r  e ight w as la id  out f o r  a bit o f  
c o a r ſe  b eef ,  a ſh e e p ’s h ead , o r  any ſu c h  
th ing , it w o u ld  be w ell  b e ſto w e d . I w o u ld  
throw  a c o u p le  o f  p o u n d  o f  this into the 
p o t ,  w ith  tw o o r  three h an dfu ls  o f  g r e y  
peas, an o n io n , an d  a little p e p p er .  
T h e n  I w o u ld  throw in  c a b b a g e ,  o r  t u r ­
nip ,  and c a r r o t ;  o r  a n y  garden  ſ t u f f  that 
w as  m oſt p le n t y ;  let it ſtew two o r  three 
h o u rs ,  and it w il l  m ak e  a diſh  fit fo r  his 
M a je ſ t y .  T h e  w o rk in g  m an ſh o u ld  h a v e  
the m e a t ;  the ch ildren  d o n ’t want it, the 
ſ ou p  w il l  be th ick  and ſu b ſtantia l , and re ­
q u ires  no b read .

R I C E  M I L K .

“  Y o u  w ho can get ſk i m m ilk ,  as all o u r  
w o rk m e n  c a n ,  h a v e  a great a d v a n ta g e .
A  quart o f  this, and a q u a rte r  o f  a p o u n d  
o f  the r ice  y o u  h ave  j u ſ t  b o u g h t ,  a l ittle

bit
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bit  o f  a l l - ſp ice ,  and b ro w n  ſu g a r ,  w il l  
m a k e  a da in ty  and  a cheap d i ſh . ”

"  B le ſs  y o u r  h e a r t ! ” m u ttered  A m y  
G r u m b le ,  who lo o k e d  as dirty as a c in der-  
w e n c h , with her face  and fingers a ll  d a u b ­
ed  with ſn u f f ;  “  rice m ilk  indeed ! it is v e r y  
n ic e  to be ſ u r e  fo r  thoſe w ho can dreſs  it, 
but we h av e  not a bit o f  c o a l ;  r ice  is o f  
no u ſe  to us w ithout fi r i n g . ” “  A n d  y e t , ”  
ſa id  the D o c to r ,  “  I ſ ee y o u r  tea-kett le  
b o i l in g  tw ice  e v e r y  d a y ,  as I  paſs  b y  the 
p o o r-h o u ſe ,  and f reſh  butter  at e le v e n ­
pen ce  a p o u n d  on y o u r  ſh el f . ”  "  O  d e ar ,  
ſi r , ”  c r ied  A m y ,  “  a few  ſt icks  ſe r v e  to b o il  
the te a -k e tt le .”  “  A n d  a few  m o r e ,” ſa id  
the D o c to r ,  “  w il l  boil the r ice  m ilk ,  and 
g iv e  tw ice the n ou riſh m en t at a qu arter  of  
the e x p e n c e . ”

R I C E  P U D D I N G .

“  P RAY S a ra h ,” ſa id  the D o cto r ,  "  h o w  
did y o u  u ſe to m ake that pud din g  m y  
children w ere  ſo fond o f  ? A n d  I  re ­
m em b er  when it was c o ld ,  we u ſed  to h a v e  
it in the p a r lo u r  fo r  ſu p p e r .”  “  N o th in g  
m ore  e a ſy , ” ſa id  M rs .  W h ite .  “  I  put

h a l f



h a l f  a p o u n d  o f  r ic e ,  two qu arts  o f  
ſk im  m ilk ,  and tw o  o u n ces  o f  b ro w n  
ſ u g a r . ”  “  W e l l , ”  ſa id  the D o c to r ,  “  and 
h o w  m a n y  w il l  this d i n e ?” “  S e v e n  o r  
e igh t, ſi r . ”   V e r y  w e l l ,  and w hat w il l  it 
coſ t  ?” W h y ,  ſi r ,  it d id  not co ſt  y o u  ſo 
m u ch b e c a u ſe  w e b a k e d  it at h om e, and 
I  u ſe d  o u r  o w n  m i l k ;  it w il l  not coſt 
a b o v e  ſeven -p en ce  to  thoſe  who p a y  fo r  
both . H e re  too b rea d  is ſ a v e d . ”

"  P ra y ,  Sarah , le t  m e p u t in a  w o r d ,”  
ſa id  fa rm er  W h ite .  "  I  a d v i ſe  m y  m en 
to ra iſe  e a c h  a la rg e  b ed  o f  p ar ſn ip s .  
T h e y  are v e r y  n o u r i ſh in g ,  and v e r y  p r o ­
fitable .  S ix p en n y w o rth  o f  ſ eed , w e l l  
ſ ow ed, and trod  in , w il l  p ro d u c e  m ore  
m eals  than fo u r  ſa ck s  o f  p o t a t o e s ; and 
w h at  is m ateria l to y o u  who h a v e  ſo  
l i t t le  g ro u n d , i t  w il l  not req u ire  m o re  
than an eighth  part o f  the g ro u n d  w hich  
the fo u r  ſa ck s  w il l  take . P ar ſn ip s  are 
v e r y  g o o d  the ſe c o n d  d a y  w arm ed  in the 
f r y ing-p an, and a little  ra ſh e r  o f  p o r k  
o r  b a c o n w ill  g iv e  them a n ice  f l a v o u r . ”

D r .  Sh ep h erd  n ow  ſa id ,  “  as a p r o o f  
o f  the n o u r i ſh in g  q u a lity  o f  p ar ſn ip s ,  I

was
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was reading in a hiſtory book this very  
day, that the American Indian s  make a 
great part o f their bread of parſnips, 
though Indian corn is ſo famous: i t  will 
make a little variety too.”

"I  re m e m b e r ,”  ſa id  M rs. W h ite ,  "a 
cheap d iſh , ſo  n ice  that it m ak es  my 
m o u th  w ater .  I  p ee l ſo m e  raw  p o ta to e s ,  
ſ l ice  them thin, put the ſl i c es into a d eep  
fry in g -p a n , o r  pot,  w ith  a little w ater , an 
o n io n , and a bit o f  p ep p er .  T h e n  I  
s e t  a bone o r  two o f  a breaſt  o f  m u t­
to n ,  o r  a l it t le  ſtrip o f  ſ a l t p o r k ,  and  
put into it. C o v e r  it d ow n , c lo ſe ,  k e e p 
in the ſteam , and let it ſtew fo r  an 
h o u r . ”

“  Y o u  r e a l ly  get me an  appetite , M r s .  
W h ite ,  b y  y o u r  da in ty  rece ip ts,” ſa id  
the D o cto r .  “  I am r e ſo l v e d  to h a v e  
this diſh at m y  own ta b le .”  “  I c o u ld
tell y o u  anoth er v e ry  g o o d  d iſh , and 
ſtill  ch e a p e r ,” a n ſw ered  ſhe. “  C o m e, 
let us h a v e  i t , ”  c r ied  the D o c to r .  “  I 
ſhall  w rite  all down as ſo o n  as I get
h om e, and I w il l  fa v o u r  an y  b o d y  with 
a  c o p y  o f  theſe rece ipts  w ho will call

 at
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at m y h o u ſe . ”  “  A n d  I w ill  do m o re ,  
S ir ,  ſa id  M r s .  W h ite ,  “  fo r  I  w il l  pu t 
a n y  o f  theſe  w om en  in the w a y  h ow  to 
d re ſs  it , the firſt tim e, i f  they a r e  a t  a 
loſs . B u t  this is m y diſh .

"  T a k e tw o o r  three p ic k le d  h e rr in g s . 
put them into a  ſtone j a r ,  fill it up w ith  
p o ta to es ,  and a little w ater ,  and  let it 
b a k e  in the o v e n t i l l  it is d o ne. I  w o u ld  
g iv e  one hint m o r e ,”  ad d ed  ſ h e ;  “  I  
h a v e  taken  to u ſe  nothing but p o tato e  
ſt a r c h ;  and though  I  ſa y  it, that ſh o u ld  
not ſa y  it, n o b o d y 's  linen in a co m m o n  
w a y  lo o k s  better  than o u r s . ”

T h e  D o c to r  n o w  ſa id ,  “  I  am ſ o r r y  
f o r  one h ard ſh ip  w hich  m an y  p o o r  p e o p le  
la b o u r  u n d er ,  I mean, the d iff icu lty  o f  
getting a little m i lk .   I  w iſh  all fa rm e rs ’ 
w i v e s w ere  as c o n ſid e r a t e  as y o u  a re ,  
M rs .  W h ite .  A  l i ttle m ilk  is a great 
co m fo rt  to the po o r ,  e ſp e c ia l ly  when 
th eir  c h ild ren  are ſic k .  A n d  I  h a v e  
k n o w n  it a n ſw er  to the ſe l le r  as w ell  as 
to the b u y e r ,  to k eep  a co w  o r  two on 
p u rp o ſe  to fe l l  it o u t  b y  the q u a r t ."

“  S i r , "
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"  S i r , ”  ſa id  fa rm er  W h ite ,  "  I  b eg  

le a v e  to ſay a w o rd  to the m en , i f  y o u  
p le a ſe ,  fo r  all y o u r  a d v ic e  goes to the 
w om en . I f  y o u  w il l  d r in k  leſs G in  y o u  
m a y  get m ore meat. I f  yo u  ab ſta in  fro m  
the a le h o u ſe  y o u  m ay m any o f  y o u  get  
a little o n e -w a y  b eer  at h o m e .”  “  A y e ,  that 
w e  can Fa rm e r ,”  ſa id  p o o r  T orn  the 
thatcher, w h o  was n ow  got w ell .  “  E a ſ t e r  
M o n d a y  fo r  that— I ſ ay no m o re .— A  
w o rd  to the w i fe . ”  T h e  F a rm e r  ſm iled 
and went on. "  T h e  n u m b er  o f  p u b l ic  
houſes in m any a par iſh  brings on m o re  
h u n ger  and rags  than all the taxes  in it ,  
h e a v y  as they  are. A l l  the other e v i l s  
put together h a rd ly  m ake up the ſum o f  
that one. W e  are now  ra i ſi n g  a f r e ſh
ſu b ſc r ip t io n  fo r  y o u .  T h is  w il l  be o u r  
rule  o f  g iv in g .  W e  w ill  not g iv e  to S o ts,  
G a m b le rs ,  and S ab b ath -b reak ers .  T h o ſ e  
w ho do not ſet their y o u n g  ch ild ren  to  
w o r k  on w e e k  days ,  and ſend them t o  
ſc h o o l  on  Sundays, d e ſe rv e  little  fa v o u r .
N o  man ſh o u ld  k eep  a d og  till he has 
m ore  fo o d  than his fam ily  w an ts. I f  h e  
feeds them at hom e they rob his c h i l ­
d r e n ; i f  he ſt a r v e s  them, they rob  his 
n e ig h b o u rs .  W e  h a v e  heard  in a n e ig h ­

bouring
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b o uri n g  c ity, that ſo m e  p eo p le  ca rr ie d  
p a c k  the ſu b ſc r ip t io n  lo a v e s  b eca u ſe  they 
w e re  too c o ar ſe  ; but we hope better  
things o f  y o u . ”  H e re  B e tty  P lan e  b e g ­
g e d ,  with all h u m ility ,  to put in a w o rd .

"C e r ta in ly ,” ſa id  the D o c to r ,  “  w e w i l l  
liſten to a ll  m odeſt  co m pla ints ,  and t r y  
to  red re ſ s them. Y o u  w e re  p le a ſe d  to 
ſ a y ,  ſi r , ”  ſ aid ſhe , “  that we m ight f in d  
muc h  co m fo rt  from  b u y in g  co ar ſe  bits o f  
b ee f .  A n d  ſo w e m ight, but y o u  do  not 
k n o w ,  ſi r ,  that w e can  ſeldom  get them ,  
e v e n  when we had the m o n e y ,  and time s 
were; not ſo  b a d .”  “  H o w  ſo ,  B e tty  ?”  
“  S ir ,  w hen w e  go  to b u tch er  J o b b i n s 
fo r  a bit o f  ſhin, o r  an y  other lean  p ie c e ,  
his an ſw er  is, '  Y o u  can 't h ave  it to -d a y .  
T h e  c o o k  at the great h ou ſe  has b e ſp o k e  
it fo r  g r a v y ,  o r  the D o c t o r ’s m aid (b e g ­
g in g  y o u r  p ardon , ſi r ) h as j u ſ t  o rd e re d  
it fo r  ſ ou p .'  N o w ,  ſi r ,  i f  ſu c h k in d  g en tle ­
fo lk s  w e r e  aware that this g r a v y  a n d  
ſo u p ,  not o n ly  con fu m e a great deal o f  
m eat, (w h ich , to be ſu re ,  thoſe h a v e  a 
r ight to u ſe  w ho can pay fo r  it) but that  
it takes a w a y  thoſe c o a r ſe  p ieces  w h ich  
the p o o r  w o u ld  b u y ,  i f  they b o u g h t  at 
a l l ,  I  am  ſ u re they w o u ld not do  i t .

F o r
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F o r  in d e e d  the r i c h  h a v e  b een v e ry  k in d ,  
and  I  d o n ’t k n o w  w h at w e ſh o u ld  h a v e  
done w ithout them.

"  I  thank y o u  fo r  the hint B e t t y , ”  ſa id  
the D octor , “  and I a ſ ſu r e  y o u  I w il l  h a v e  
no m o re  g r a v y  ſ oup. My  gard en  w i l l  
ſu pply  m e with ſo u p s ,  t h a t  a re  b oth  
w h o leſo m e r  and better, A n d I w il l  a n ſw e r  
fo r  m y  l ady at the g r e a t  h o u ſe t h a t  ſh e  
w ill  do the fam e. I h ope t h i s  w i l l  b e ­
c o m e a genera l ru le ,  and  then w e  ſhall  
e x p e c t  that the bu tch ers  will f a v o u r  y o u  
in the p r ic e s  o f  the c o a r ſe  p ie c es , i f  we 
b u y  n o th in g  but the prim e. I n  o u r  g ifts  
w e  ſhall p re fe r ,  as the fa rm er  h a s  t o ld  
y o u ,  t h o ſe w ho k e e p  ſ te a d i ly  to  the i r  
w o r k  : S u c h  as co m e to the v e ſtr y fo r   a  
lo a f ,  and do not com e to ch u rch  for  the 
ſe rm on , w e ſh a l l  m a r k ;  and p re fe r  thoſe  
w ho co m e conſtantly  w h e th e r  there a r e : 
any  gifts o r  not. But there i s one ru le  
from  w h ich  w e w il l  n e v e r  d e p a r t s  T h o ſ e  
w h o  h a v e  been  ſeen a id ing  or  abetting  a n y  
RIOT, any  a tta ck  on b u tchers, b a k e rs ,  
w heat m ow s, m il ls ,  o r  m il le rs ,  w e w il l  
n ot r e l ie v e .  W ith  th e  qu iet ,  contented , 
h ard -w o rk in g  m an, I  w il l  ſhare  my  la ſt

m orſe l
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morſel of bread. I ſhall only add, that 
though it has pleaſed G OD to ſend us this 
viſitation as a puniſhment, yet we may 
convert this ſhort trial into a laſting bleſ­
ſing, if we all turn over a new leaf. Proſ­
perity had made moſt of us  careleſs. 
The thoughtleſs profuſion of ſome of the 
rich, could only be exceeded by the idle­
neſs and bad management of ſome of the 
poor. Let us now at laſt adopt that good 
old maxim, E V ERY  ONE M E N D  O N E . And 
may G OD add his bleſſing!”

The people now cheerfully departed 
with their rice, reſolving, as many of 
them as could get milk, to put one of 
Mrs. White’s receipts in practice that very  
night; and a rare ſupper they had.

I hope ſoon to give a good account 
how this pariſh improved in eaſe and 
comfort, by their improvement in fru­
gality and good management.

 Z .

T H E E N D.
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