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The HIS‘IORT &c.

R. RBRAGWELL when hé returned home from
his vifit to Mr. Worthy, as recorded in the
Second Part of this Hiftory, found that he was not
- quite .fo thappy as he had formerly been. .The
difcourfes of Mr, Worthy had broken in not a
little on his comfort. And he began to fufpett
that’he was not fo completely in the right as his
vanity ‘had led him to believe. He feemed alfo to
feel lefs fatisfaftion in the idle gentility of his own
daughters, fince he had been witnefs to the fimpli-
crty,},mod ﬁy, and ufefulnefs to thofe of Mr. Wor-
thy.. Andhe could not help feeing that the vulgas
violence ‘of his wife did not produce fo much
- family happinefs at home, as the humble piety and
quiet diligence ‘of ‘Mrs. Worthy produced in the
houfe of his friend,

Happy would it have been for Mr. Bragwel], if -
he had. followed up thofe new convi&ions of his
own mind, which would have led him to ftruggle
againft ‘he power of evil principles in himfelf, and
to have controuled the force of evil habits in his
family. But his convittions werejuft firong enough
to make him uncafly under his errors, without driv-
ing him to reform them. The flight impreffion
foon wore off, and he fell back into his old prac-
tices. Still his efteem for Mr. Worthy was not at all
abated by the plain dealing of that honeft friend.
It 1s true he dreaded his piercing eye. He felt that
his example held out a conftant reproof.to himfelf,
Yet fuch is the force of early affeftion and rooted
reverence, that he longed to fee him at his houfe.
This defire, indeed; as 1s commonlv the cafe, was




wade up of mixed motive:‘sg.: He wifhed for the pleas
fure of his friend’s company; he longed for that
favorite triumph of a vulgar mind. an opportunity
of thewing him his riches; and he thought it would
raife his ‘credit' in the world, to have a man ‘of
Mr. Worthy’s ¢hara&er at his houfe, i

‘Mr. Bragwell, it is true, ftill went on with the
fame eagernefs in gaining money, and the fame
oftentation in fpending it. But though he was as
“ovetous as ever, he was not quite fo fure that it
was right to be fo. At Chriftmas, indeed, while he
was' altually engaged abread in tranfattions with
his dealers, he was not very {crupulous about the
means by which he go¢ his money; and while he
was indulging in feftivity with his friends at home,-
he was caly enough as to the manner in which he
fpent it. But a man can neither be making bar-
gains, nor making feafts always; there muft be
fome intervals between thefe two great objetts for
which worldly men may be faid to live; and in
fomerof thefe intervals the moft worldly form, per-
haps, fome random plans of amendment. And
though many a one may fay in the fullnefs of eujoy-
ment, ¢ tomorrow fhall be as this day, and more
abundant;” yet hardly any man perhaps allows
himfelf to {ay, even in ‘his moft {ecret moments,
w1 will never retire from bufinefs—I will never re-
pent—1I will zever think of death, Eternity thall zever
come into my thoughts.” The moft that {fuch an one
probably ventures te fay is, ¢ I need not repent yez.
Fawill ccontinue fuch a fin a little longer, it will be
time enough to think on the next world when I am
no longer fit for the bufinefs or-the pleafures of this.”

‘Such'was the cale with Bragwell.  He fet up iv
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Lis own mind a general diftant fort of refolution,
that fome years bence, when he fhould be a few years
older, and a few thoufands richer; whena few more of
his prefent fchemes fhould be compleated, he would
then think of altering his courfe of life. - He would
" then certainly fet about {pending'a religious old
- age; he would reform fome prattices in his deal-
ings, or perhaps quit bufinefs intirely ; he would
think about reading good books, and when he had
compleated fuch and fuch a purchafe, he would
even begin to give fomething to the poor, but at
prefent he really had little to fpare for charity.
The very reafon why he fhould have given more,
was juft the caufe he afligned for not giving at all,
namely, the hardnefs of the times. The true grand
fource of charity, {elf-denial, never came into his
head. Spend lefs that you may fave more, he would
have thought a fhrewd maxim enough. But fpend
Jefs that you may fpare mare, never entered into his
book of Proverbs.

At length the time came when Mr. Worthy had
promifed to return his vifit, It was indeed a little
haftened by notice that Mr. Bragwell would have,
in the courfe of the week, a piece of land to fell
.b)/ auftion; and though Mr. Worthy believed the
price was likely to be above his pocket, yet he
knew it was an occafion which would be likely to
bring the principal Farmers of that neighbourhood
together, fome of whom he wanted to meet. And
it was on this occafion that Mrn. Bragwell prided
himfelf, that he thould fhew his neighbours {fo fen-
{ible 2 man as his dear friend Mr: Worthy.

Worthy arrived at his friend’s houfe on the Satur=
day, tirae enough to fee the houfe and garden and
grounds of Mr, Bragwell by day-light. He faw
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with pleafure, for he had a warm and generous
heart, thofe evident figns of his friend’s profperity,
but as he was a man of a fober mind, and was a
molt exa& dealer in truth, he never allowed his
tongue the licence of immodelt commendation,
which he ufed to fay either favoured of flattery or
envy. Indecd he never rated mere worldly things
fo highly as to beftow upon them undue praile.
His calm approbation fomewhat difappointed the
vanity of Mr. Bragwell, who could not help
fecretly fufpe&ing that his friend, as good a man
as he was, was not quite free from envy. He felt,
however, very much inclined to forgive this jea-
louly, which he feared the fight of his ample pro-
perty, and handfome habitation, muft naturally
awaken in the mind of a man whofe own poffeflions
were fo fuperior. He prattifed the ufual trick of
ordinary and vulgar minds, that of pretending
himfelf to find fome fault with thofe things which
were particularly deferving praife, when he found
Worthy difpofed to pafs them over in filence.
When they came in to fupper, he affctted to
talk of the comforts of Mr. Worthy's lit¢/e parlour,
by way of calling his attention to his own large
one., He repeated the word fuug, as applied to
every thing at Mr. Worthy’s, with the plain defign
- to make comparifons favourable to his own more
-ample domains. He contrived, as he pafled by to
his chair, by a feeming accident, to pufh open the
door of a large beaufet in the parlour in which all
the finery was moft oftentatioufly fet out to view.
He protefted, with a look of fatisfation which be-
lied his words, that for his part he did not care a
farthing for all this trumpery; and then {miling
and -nu bbing bhis hands, added with an air of no
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{mall importance, ¢ what a good thing it is, though
for people of fubftance, that the tax on plate was
taken off.. You are a happy man, Mr.. Worthy,
you do nat feel thefe things, tax or no tax it is ald
the fame to you.” He took care during this {peech,
by a caft of his eye, to dirett Mr. Worthy's atten-
tion to a great profufion of the brighteft cups, {al-
vers, and tankards, and other fhining ornamgnts
which crowded the beaufet. Mr. Worthy, gravely
aniwered, ¢ Mr. Bragwell, it was indeed a  tax
which could not affeét fo plain a man as myfelf,
but as it fell on a mere luxury and therefore could
not hurt the poor, I was always loiry that it could
not be made produétive enough to be continued.
A man in my middling fituation, who is contented
with a good glafs of beer, poured froma handiome
earthen mug, the glafs, the mug, and the heer.. all
of Englith manufatture, will be but little difturbed
at taxes on plate or on wine, but he will regret, as 1
do, that many old taxes are fo much evaded, that
new ones are continually brought on to make up
the deficiencies of the former.” : |
 During fupper the young ladies fat in difdainful
filence, not deigning to beftow the fmalleft civility
on {o plain a man as Mi. Worthy. ‘Fheyilelt othe
room with theixr Mamma as {foon as pofiible, being
impatient to get away to ridicule their father’s

_*¢nd. Yo

The Dance; or, the Chrifmas Merry-making. o
AS foon as they were. gone, Mr. Worthy afked

Bragwell how his family comforts ftood, and  how

his daughters,. who, he faid, were really fine young

women, went on. ¢, as to that,” replied Bragwell,

s¢ pretty much like other men’s handfome daughters,
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5 fuppofe, that is worfe and worfe. I really begm
to apprehend that their fantaftical notions have
gained fuch a head, that after all the money T have
fcraped together, I fhall never get them well mar-
ried. Betfey has juft loft as good an offer as any
girl could defire, young Wilfon, an honeft fubftan:
tial grazier as any in the county. He not onlyk

knows every thing proper for his ftation, but Ls”

pleafing in his behaviour, and a pretty fcholar nto
the bar g"un he reads hiftory books and voyages of
a winter’s evening to his infirm father, inftead of
going to the cafd affembly n our town; neither
Tikes drinking nor {porting, and is a fort of fa!
vourite with our Parfon, becaufe he ‘takes in the
weekly numbers of ‘a fine Bible with Cats, and
fubfcribes to the Sunday School, and makes a fufs
about helping the poor, thefe deal times as they
call them, but I think they are good titfes for s
Mr. Worthy. Well, for all th_ls, Betfey only de-
fpifed him and laughed at him; but as he is hoth
handfome and rich, ¥ thought fhe might come
round at laft. ~And fo I invited him ‘to*céome
and ftay a day or two at Chriftmas, ‘when we have
alwaysahttle ortofmeny-malxmghere Butitwould
not do. He fcorned to talk that palavering ftuff which
fhe has been ufed'to in the marble:covered books I
told you of. He taold her indced,’ that it would
be the happinefs of his heart to live with her, which
I own I thought was as miuch as could be expe&ed

of any man. But Mifs had no notion of marrymg‘ '
one who was only defirous of hvmo with ‘her

No no, forfooth, her lover muft declaxe lnmféﬂ
ready ‘to ‘die for her, which honeft Wilfon was m

fuch'a fool as to offer to do. In the afterno®hf
however, he got a little into her favour by maki® &
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out a Rebus or two in the Lady’s Diary, and fhe
condefcended to fay fthe did not think Mr. Wilfon
had been fo good a fcholar, but he foon fpoilt all
again.; We had a bit of a hop in the evening. The
young man, though he had not much tafte for thofe
fort of gambols, yet thcught he could foot it a lit-
tle in the old fafhioned way. So he afked Betfey
xo be his partner. But when he afked what dance

y fhould call, Mifs drew up her head, and in a
ﬂran e gxbberxih faid fhe fhould dance nothing
ut a ]Wmuet de Za Cour, and ordered him to ot
it; Wilfon ftared, and honeftly told her the muft call
it herfelf for he could neither {pell nor pronounce
fuch outlandifh words. I burft out a laughing, and
told him, I fuppoled it was fomething like queftions
and commands, and if fo, that was much merrier
than dancing. Seeing her partner ftanding ftock
ftill, and not Ifnowmg how to get out of the {erape,
the g‘rl began by herfelf, and fell to {wimming, and
ﬁnkmg, and capering, and ﬂoullfhm g, and poftur-
ing; for.all the world juft like the man on the flack
rope at our fair. But feeing Wilfon ftanding like
a ftuck pig, and we all laughing at her, fhe refolved
to wreak her malice upon him; fo with a look of
yage and difdain, fhe advifed him to go down
gountry bumkin, with the dairy maid, who would
make a much fitter partner, as well as Wlf‘(,, for him |
than fhe could. ¢ I am quite of your mind, Mifs,”
faid he, ¢ with more {pirit than I thought was in
him; $ you may make a good partner for a dance,
but you would make a fad one to go through life
with, I w111 take my leave of you, Mifs, wuh this
ihort ftory. ¥ had lately a pretty large concern in
hay- Jobbmo which took me to London. [ waited
&good while in the Hay-market for my dealer, and




to pafs the time 1 ﬁefppegd inte a fort of finging
. play houfe there, where I was grieved to the heart
to fee young women painted and dizened out, and
capering away jult as you have been doing. I
thought it bad enough, and wondered the quahty
could be entertained with fuch indecent mummery.

But litde did I think to meet with the {ame paint,
finery, and tricks in a farm houfe. I will never
marry a woman who defpifes me, nor the ftation in
which 1 fhould place her, and {o I take my leave.”
Poor girl how the was provoked! to be publicly
refufed and turned off, as it were, by a graziert
But it was of ufe to fome of the other girls wha
have not held up their heads quite fo high fince,
nor pamted quite fo red, but have condefcend-
ed te fpeak to their equals.

Pl L But how I run on! I forget it is Saturday night,
and that I ought to be paying my workmen, whe
are all waiting for me withcut.”

Saturday Night; or, the Workmen's Wages.

AS foon as Mr. Bragwell had done paying his
men, Mr. Worthy faid to him, ¢ I have made it
a habit, and I hope not an unprofitable one, of
trying to turn to fome moral ufe, not only all the
events of daily life, but all the employments of it
too. And though it occurs fo often, I hardly
know ene that fets me a thinking more ferioufly
than the ordinary bufinefs you have been juft dif-
charging. ¢Aye,”{aid Bragwell, ¢“it{ets me thinking
too, and fcnouﬂy as you {ay, when I obferve how
much the price of wages isincreafed.” ¢ Yes, yes,
you are ready e: 1ough to think of that,” faid Wor-
thy, ¢ but you iy not a word of how much the
value of your land is increafed, and that the more
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you pay, the mere you‘vcan)'aﬂ'ord to pay. - But
the thoughts I {poke of are quite of another caft.
When I call in my labourers on a Saturday night
to pay them, it often brings to my mind the great
and general day of account, when I, and you, and
all of us, fhall be called to our grand and awful -
reckoning, when we fhall go to receive our wages,
mafter, and fervants, farmer and labourer. When 1
fee that one of my men has failed of the wages he
fhould have received, becaufe he has been idling
at a fair; another has loft a day by a drinking
bout, a third confefles that though he had tafk-
work and might have earned {till more, yet he has
been carelefs and has not his full pay to receive;
this, I fay, fometimes fets me on thinking whether
I alfo have made the moft of my time. :And when
I came to pay even the more diligent who have
worked all the week; when I refle&t that even
thefe have done no more than it was their duty to
do, I cannot help faying to myfelf, night is come,
Saturday night is come. No repentance or dili-
zence on the part of thefe poor men can now make
a bad week’s work good. ' This week is gone into

eternity. To-morrow:is the feafon of reft ; work-

mg time isover, My life alfo will foon be fwals
lowed up in eternity; foon' the {pace allotted me
for diligence, for laboury will be over. Soon will
the grand queftion be afked, ¢ what haft thou done?
Didft thou ufe thy rworking days 'to the end for
which they were given ?’ - With fome fuch thoughts
¥ commonly go to-bed; and they help to quicken
me to a keener/diligence for the next week. '

" Some Account of 'cz'Sm'z'day in Mr. Bragwell’s Family. "
.~ Mr. WORTHY: had been for o many years

ufed to the f{ober ways of his own well ordered

o fagnily, that he greatly difliked to pafs a Sunday in
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any houfe ofrikisk Religion was not the governing
prmc1pl Indeed. ke commoulv ofdered his af-

tairs, and regulated his journies with an eye to
this objett. @ To pdfs a Sundav 1n an irreligious
family,” faid he, ® is always unpleafant, often tin-
fafe. I feldom find T can do them any good, and
they may perhaps do me fome harm. At leaft I
am giving a {anflion to their manner of pafling it,
if I pafls it in the dame manner. -If T reprove
them, I fubjett myfelf to the charge of fingularity,
and of being * righteous over much, if I do not
reprove ithem, I confirm and ftrengthen them in
evil.. And whether I reprove them or not, I cers
tainly partake of their guilt'if I fpend it as thev
do.”

He had, howevel, fo ftrong a deﬁre to be ufe-
ful to, Mr. Bragwell, that he at length determined
to. break thxou<rh his prattice, and pais the Sun-
day at his hou{e. Mr. Worthy <was ’urpr ifed ta
find that- though theChurch bell 'was going, the
bigakfalt, was not ready, and exprefled his wonder
how this fhould “be ‘the cafe in {fo induftrious a
family. ;/Bragwell made fome aukward excufes.
He faid his wife worked her fervants fo ‘hard all
the week, that even fhe, as notable as.fhe was, a
little ‘relaxed from. the firi€tne(s 'of her demands
on-Sunday mornings ; and. he owned that in a ge-

neral way. no one was up early enough for Church.

He confeffed. that his wife commonly fpent the

morning -in making puddings, pies, and cakes, to

lalt through the weck, as Sunday was the only lei-
fure time fhe!and her maids had. Mr. Worthy
foon faw an;uncommon buftléiin the-houfe. All
hands weresbuly. It was nothing but baking and
bmhng,, and frym,g,,«md roafting, and running, and
fwluma, ‘and, eating,: The boy was kept, f‘mn
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Church to clean the <p.late, tge man to gather the
fruit, the miftre{s to make the cheefe-cakes, the
maids to drefs the dinner, and the young ladies to
drefs themfelves. | ' :

- The. truth was; Mrs. Bragwell, who had heard
much of the order and good management of Mr.
Worthy’s family, but who looked down with difdain
upon them as far lefs rich than herfelf, was refolved
to indulge her vanity on the prefent occafion. ‘She
was determined to be even with Mrs. Worthy, in
whole praifes Bragwell had been fo loud, and felt
no {mall pleafure in the hope of making her gueft
uneafy, when he fhould be ftruck with the difplay
both of her fkill ‘and her wealth. Mr. Worthy
was indeed ftruck to behold as large a dinner as he
bad been ufed tofee at a Juftice’s meeting. He, whofe
frugal and pious wife had accufiomed him only to
fuch a Sunday’s dinner as could be drefled without
keeping any one from church, when he furveyed
the loaded table of his friend, inftead of feeling
that envy which thefe grand preparations were meant
to raife, felt nothing but difguft at the vanity of
his friend’s wife, mixed with much thankfulnefs for
the piety of his own. :

After having made the dinner wait a long time,
the Mifs Bragwells' marched in, drefled as if they
were going to the Affize-Ball; they looked very
fcornful at having been fo hurried; though they had
been drefling ever fince they got up, and their fond
father, when he {aw them fo fine, forgave all their
impertinence, and caft an eye of triumph on Mr,
Worthy, who felt he had never loved his own hum-
ble dangnters fo well as at that moment,

In the afternoon, the whole party went to church,
To do them juftice, it was indeed their common
praftice once a day, when the ‘weather was good,
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and the road neithier dufty nor dirty, when the Mi-
nifter did not begin too early, when the young La-
dies had not been difappointed of their new bon-
nets on the Saturday night, and when they had no
fmart company in the houfe who rather withed to
ftay at home. When this laft was the cafe, which,
so fay the truth, happened pretty often, it was
thought a piece of good manners to conform to the
humour of the guefts. Mr. Bragwell had this day
forborne to alk any of his ufual company, well
knowing that their vain and worldly converlation

would only ferve to draw on him fome new repri-

mand from his gueft. 18 ,
Mrs. Bragwell and her daughters picked up as
ufual a good deal of acquaintance at church. Many
compliments paffed, and much of the news of
the: week was retailed before the fervice began.
They waited 'with impatience for the leflons ag
a licenfed feafon for whifpering, and the fubjett
begun during the leflons was finifhed while they
were finging. The young Ladies made an appoint-
ment for the afternoon with a friend in the next pew,
while their Mamma took the opportunity of enquir-
ing the charatter of a Dairy Maid, which fhe oh-
ferved with a compliment to her own good manage-
ment, would fave time on a week-day.
- Mr. Worthy, who found himfelf quite in a new

world, returned home with his friend alome. In

the evening he ventured to afk Bragwell, if he did
not, ona Sunday night at leaft, make it a cuftom to
read and pray with his family. Bragwell told him,
he ‘was forry to fay he had no family at home,
elfe he thould like to do it for the fake of ex-
ample. But as his fervants worked hard all the
week, his wife was of opinion that they fhould then
bave a little holiday. = Mr. Worthy prefled it home
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upon hin, if the vtter negleét of his fervants priri-
ciples was not likely to make'a heavy article in his
final account: and afked him if he dxd not believe
that the too ‘general liberty ' of ‘meeting ‘together,
Jaunting and diverting themfelves, on %nday even-
mngs, was not often found to prodace. the worft ef-
fe&ts on the morals of fervants and the good order
of families ? ¢ I'put it to your confcience,” faid he,
“ Mr. Br aowel], whether Sunday, Wthh was meant
as a bldﬁng and a bénefit, is noty as it 1s commonly
kept, turned into the moft mifchievous part of the
week, by the felfith kindnefs of mafters,’ who, not
darmg; to fet their fervants aboutiany public work;
allot them that day 'to follow ‘their” own devices,
that they themfelves may with more rigour refufe
them a little indulgence and a reafonable holiday
in the working part of the week, ‘whicha good fer-
¥ant has now and then a fair right to expeét.”
Thofe mafters who will give them *half or: all the
Lord’s Day, will not 1pa1c them a fingle hourof a
working day Theirr work mzﬁ be dons, GODS
work may be let alone.”

Mr: Bragwell owned that Sunday had produced
many mifchiéfs in his own family. - That the young
men ‘and maids, having no eye upon : theni,: fre:
quently went to improper places with other fervants,
tursied adriftlike themf{elves. That.in thefe parties
the poor girls were too. frequently led: aftray, ‘and
the men got to public houfes: and fives-playing.
But it was none of his bufinefs to watch thems His
family only did as others do; indeed it was his:wife’s
concern; and as fhe was {o good a manager on other:
days; that fhe would not" fpare them' an hour'even:
to vifit a'fick father or mother, it would be hardy
the faid, if they might not have Sunday afternoon
to thergfelves, and fhe could not blame :them for
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making, the moft of it.. Indeed, the was. forindui-

gent in this partlcular, that he often excufed the
men from going to church that they might ferve the
beaﬂs, and the maids that they might get the milk-
ing done before the holiday part of the evening
came on. ' She would not mdeed hear.of any com-
petition between doing her work and taking their
pleafure; but when the difference lay between their
going to church and taking their pleafure, he muft
{ay that for his wife, {he always inclined to the good-
natured fide of the queftion.; . She is {triét enough
in keeping them fober, becaufe drunkennels 1s a
coftly fin, and, to do her juftice, fhe does not care
how little they fin at her expence.

¢ Well,” faid Mr. Worthy,* Ialwayslike to examine
both fides fairly, and to f{ee the different effetts of
oppofite prattices; now, which plan produces the
greateft thare of comf()rt to the mafter and of pro-
fit to the fervants in the long run? Your fervants, ‘
‘tis likely, are very much attached to you; and
very fond of hvmg where they get their.own way

in {o great a pornt

¢ (), as to that, replied Blagwell ¢t you are quite
out. My houfe is a fcene of difcord, mutiny, and
difcontent. . And though there is not a better ma-
nager in England than my wife, yet fhe is always
changmg her fervants, fo that every Quartex-day
is a {fort of Gaol Delivery at my houfe ;. ;. and when
hey g0 off, as they often do, at a moment’s warn-
ing, to own the truth, I often give them money
p*watel) , that they may not carry my wife. before

the Jufltice tq, get their wages. .

I fee,” faid Mr, \Voxthv, ¢¢ that all your worldly-
comphanccs do not procure you even worldly
happinefs. As to my own famllv, 1 takeare .o
iet them {ee that their pleafure 15 bound up with

PRV A 3 b . _ it -‘




16

their duty, and that what they may eall my firiét.
nels, has nothing in view but their fafety and hap-
pinefs. By this means I commonly gain their love
as well as fecure their obedience. 1 know that with
all my care I am liable to be difappointed, fram
the cerruption that is in the world through fin. But
whenever this happens, f{o far from encouraging me
in remiflnefs, it only ferves to quicken my zeal.
If, by God’s blefling, my fervant turns out a good
Chriftian, I have been an humble inftrumen 1 in h1°
hand of faving a foul committed to my charge.”

Mrs. Branweﬂ came home, but brought only one
of her daughters with her, the other, fhe faid, had
siven them the flip, and was gone with a young
friend, and would not return for a day or two.
Mr. Bragwell was greatly difpleafed, as he knew
that young friend had but a flight charatter, and
kept bad acquamtences ‘Mrs. Bragwell came in,
all hurry and buftle, faying, if her family did not
¥ go to bed with the Lamb” on Sundays, when they
had nothing to do, how could they ¢ rife with the
Lark” on Mondaw when fo much was to be done,

Mr. Worthy had this mfrht much matter for re-
flexion. * We need not,” faid he, ¢ go into the
great world to look for dlﬂipatlon and vanity. We
can find both in a farm-houfe. As for me and my
houfe,” continued he, ¢ we will ferve the Lord every
day, but efpecially on Sundays. It is the day which
the Lord hath made: hath made for himfelf; we
will rejoice in it, and confider the religious ufe of
it not only as a duty but as a pr1v11€ge

The next morning Mr. Bragwell and his friend
fet out early for the “Golden Lion. What paifled on

this lttle journey, my readers fhall hear next month,

(T be continued, ) : L.




