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SHEPHERD or SALISBURY PLAIN

PAaty L
R. JOHNSON, a very worthy charitab),

gentleman, was travelling some time
acrossone of those vast plains whieh are known j
Wiltshire. It was a fine summer’s evening,
he rode slowly that -he might have leisure to
mire God in the works of his creation. For thj
gentleman was of opinion, that a walk or a rid
was as proper a time, as any, to think about godf
things, for which reason on such occasions, he s
dom thought so- much about his money, or lif
trade, or public mews, as at other times, that I}
might with more ease and satisfactiou enjoy tif
plous thoughts which the visible werks of the Gre
Maker of heaven and earth are intended to raise
the mind. e

~ His attention was all of a sudden called off' lj
the barking of a Shepherd’s dog, and looking u
he spiedone of those little huts, which are her
and there to be seen on these great Downs, and el
it was the Shepherd himself busily employed wi
his dog in collecting together his vast flock of shet
As he drew nearer, he perceived him {o be a cleuf§
weil-looking poor man, near fifty years of age-
His coat, though at first it had probably been!
one dark colour, had beenin aleng course of ye
so oftén patched with different sorts of cloth, th
it was now became hard to say, which had beent?
original colour. Bnt this, while it gave apla!l;
proof of the Shepherd’s poverty, equally provy
the exceeding neatness, industry, gnd good man
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ment of his wife. His stoekings no less proved hex
good lxousc—m;:ie};;f, for they were entirely covgred
with darns of different colored worsted, but had
et ‘4 hole in them-—and his shirt, though nearly as
course as'the sails of a shin, was as white as the
Ldrifted snow, and neatly mended where time had
L either made a rent or wore it thin.” Thisis a rule
bof judging, by which one shall se]do_m be .decgiv-
ed. If T meet with a laborer, hedging, ditching,
or mending the highways, with his stockings and
shive tioht and whole, however mean and bad his
hther 'gilrrxlents are, I have seldom failed, on vi-
siting his cottage, to find that also clean and well
ordered, and his wife notable and worthy of encou-
ragement. Whereas a poor woman, who will be
lying a-Led, or gossipiug with her neighbors when
she ought to be fitting out her husband in a eleanly
manner, will seldom be found to be very good i
pther ‘respects.

i This was not the case with our Shepherd. And
r. Johnson was not more struck with the decency
bf' his mean and frugal dress, than with his opén
onest countenance, which bore strong marks of
iealth, cheerfulness, ond SpIrit.

* Mr. Johnson, who was on a journey, and some-
hat fearful from the appearance of the sky, that
f10 Was at no great distance, accosted the Shep-
erd with asking what sort of weather he thought
 Would be on the morrow.  * It will be such wea-
ler as pleascs me,” answered the Shepherd,——
hough the answer was delivered in the mildest
1d civilest tone that could be inragined, the gen-
Eman thought the words themselves rather rude
id surly, and asked him how that could be—s be«
use,” replied the Shepherd, -it will besuch wea-
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Akey as shall please God, and whatever pleases hiy
always pleases me.”

. Mr. Johnson, who delighted in good men ay
good things, was very well satisfied with this re.
ply ; for he justly thought that though an bypocrit
may easily contrive to appear better than he realjs
is to a stranger, and that no one should be too soq
trusted, merely from having a few good wordsiy
his mouth: yet as he knew that ‘ out of the abun(,
ance of the heart the mouth speaketh,” he alway
accustomed himself to judge favourably of thoy
who had a serious deportment and solid manner
speaking. ‘It looks as ifit proceeded from a gool
habit,” said he, ‘and though I may now and the;
be deceived by it, yet it has not often happened
me to be so. Whereas, if a man accosts me witf
an idle, dissolute, vulgar, indecent, or propha
expression, I have never been deceived in him, b
have generally, on enquiry, found his charactf
to be as bad as his language gave me rcom to ¢if
pect.’
He entered into conversation with the Shephe:
in the following manner—Your’s is a troublesont
life, honest friend, said he.—To be sure, Sir, Iif
plied the Shepherd, ’tis not a very lazy life: but g
not near so toilsome as that which my Great Mi§
ter led for my sake, and he had every state d
condition of life at his choice, and chose a hard ¢
—while I only submit to the lot that is appoin}
me. You are exposed to great cold and heat, 8
the gentleman. T'rue, Sir, said the Shepherd; !
then I am not exposed to great temptations, &
so throwing one thing against another, God
pleased to contrive to make things more equal th‘i
we poor ignorant, short-sighted creatures ar® g
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Mo think.—David was happier when He kept hig fa’
er’'s sheep on such a plain as this, and singing
$Some of his own psalms, perhaps, than ever he was
When he became king of Israel and Judah. And 1
are say, we should never have had some of the
Wost beautiful texts in all those fine psalms, if he
fad not been a shepherd, which enabled him to
lake so many fine comparisons and similitudes,
one may say, from a country life, flocks ofsheep,
ils and vallies, and fountains of water. '
' You think then, said the gentleman, that a 13-
brious life is a happy one. 1do, Sir, and more SO,
pecially as it exposes a man to fewer sins, [f
ing Saul had continued a poor laborious man to

Be end of his days, he might have lived happy and
honest, and died a natural death in his bed at last,
lich you know, Sir, was more than he did. But
Speak, with reverence, for it was divine Provi-
ce over-ruled all that, you know, Sir, I do not
Presume to make comparisons.-—Besides, Sir, my
_ employment has been particularly honoured,—
- Moses was 2 shepherd in the plains of Midian —

Was to ¢ Shepherds keeping their flocks by

" that the angels appeared in Bethlehem, to
‘the best news, the gladest tidings that ever were
aled to poor sinful men; often and often has
‘thought warmed my poor heart in the coldest
), and filled me with more joy and thankfuls
than the best supper could have done,
iere the Shepherd stopped, for he began to fee]

he had made too free, and had talked too long,
t My. Johgson Was so well pleased with what he

and With the cheerfil contented manner ¥

: he.sald It, that he desired him to goon freely,

- ﬂ* It was a pleasure to him to meet with a

-
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plain man, who without any kind of learning by
what he had got from the Bible, was able to talky
well on the subject in which all men, high and loy,
rich and poor; are equally concerned. ,

Indeed I am afraid I make too boid, Sir, fori
better becomes me to listen to such a gentlemany
you seem to be, than to talk in my poor way; h
as I was saying, Sir, I wonder all working mend
riot derive as great joy and delight as L .do fron
thicking how God has honored poverty ! . Oh! 5y
what great, or rich, or mighty men have had sud
honour put on them, or their condition, as shep
herds, tent-makers, fishermen, andcarpenters hav
‘had? |

My honest friend, said the gentleman, I percein
you are well acquainted with scriptu re.~—=yes, S
pretty well, blessed be God; through his mercy!
learnt to read when I was a little bgys thoug
reading was not so common when: 1 was.a child
1 am told, through the goodness of ‘Provident
and the generosity of the rich, it is likely tof
come now d-days. I believe there is no day for t
last thirty years, that I have not peeped at my Bi
ble. If we can’t find time to read a chapter; 1 d|
any man to say he can't find time to read a vers
and a single text, Sir, well followed and putin pri
tice every day, would make no bad figure at !
year’s end; three hundred and sixty-five texts, wi

pretty stock, a little golden treasury, as one
say, frggunew-year’s day to new-year’s day ; and
children were brought up to it, they would ook
their text as naturally as they do for their br.eakfas
No laboring man ’tis true, has'so much Jeisure
a shepherd, for while the flock is feeding, AR
obliged to be still ; and at such times ] can now ¥
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en tap ashoe for my children or myself, which is
oreat saving to us, and while I am doing that I
ipeat a bit of a cha:ptcr.,_ whicb makes the time
Wass pleasantly in ‘this wild solitary place.—1I can
@y the best part of the Bible by heart.—I believe
should not say the best. part, for every part is
bod, but I mean the greatest part. I have had but
onely life, and have often had but little to eat,
t my Bible has been meat, drink, and company
fme, as I may say, and when want and trouble
ve come upon me. I don’t know what:Ishould
ve done indeed, Sir, if 1 had not the promise of
s book for my stay and support. A
You have had great difficulties then? said Mr.,
nson.—Why, as to that, Sir, not more than
ghbor’s fare, 1 have  but little cause to com- *
1n, and much to be thankful; but I have had
me little struggles, as 1 will leave you to judges
ave a wife and eight children, whom I bred up
that little cottage which you see under the hill
t half a mile off. WHhat, that with the smoke
LOming out of the chimney ? said the gentleman.—
Ano, Sir, replied the Shepherd, smiling, we have
_dom smolfe in the evening, for we have little to,
» and firing is very dear in these parts. ’Fis
_t cottage which you see on the left hand of the
irch near that little tuft of hawthorns. What
;jt h-QVel with only one room above and one be=
’C‘;';tliiigatfely any chimney, how is it possible:
R Veerle m-t'h such g family | Ol itis very
il bette}; certain too, cried the Shepherd.
i it chr{l'e? have been vviox'se»lgd gefl e
dungeons, in cz)lrfl 131{.5 havetpelgﬁhed 3 ciesving
Bpaice, e homar o on of whick g gekige
P ARG house Is very well, Sir, and if the
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rain did not sometimes beat down upon us, througj
the thatch when we are a-béd, 1 should not desiye
a better, for I have health, peace, and liberty, ay
no man maketh me afraid. !

Well, 1 will certainly call upon you before it &
long; but how can you contrive to lodge so many 8
children ?~—We do the best we can, Sir. My poo B
wife is a very sickly woman, or we should alway, &
have done tolerably well, There are no gentry i B
the parish, so that she has not met with any greg (S8
assistance in her sickness. The good curate of the |5
parish, who lives in that pretty parsonage in the B
valley, is very willing, but not very able to assist 8
us on these trying occasions, for he has indeed Iit.f
tle enough for himself, and a large family into the |
bargain; yet he does what he can, and more than &
mauy richer men do, and more than he can well B8
afford. Besides that, his prayers and good. advic: S
we are always sure of, and we are truly thankful fo s
that, for a man must give, you know, Sir, accord. e
ing to what he hath, and not according to what he
hath not.

Are you in any distress at present, said Mg
Johnson.—No, Sir, thank God, replied the Shep-&
herd. I get my shilling a day, and most of my 8
children will soon be able to earn something, for S8
we have only three under five years of age—Only!
sald the gentleman, that is a heavy burden. Not 8
at all—God fits the back to i&. Though my wife 8
1s not able to do any cut-of. door work, yet she
breeds up her children to such habits of industry,
that our little maids before they are six years oll
- can first geta halfpenny, and then a penny a dayby
knitting. The boys, who are too little to do hart
work, get a trifle by keeping the birds off the com;
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or this the farmers will give them a penny or two-
bence, and now, and then a bit of bread and cheese
nto the bargain. When the season of crow keep-
ing is over, then th.cy glean or pick stones, any
thing 1s better than ld'leness, BT and i they dl.d
Wot get a farthing by it, 1 would. make them do it
fiust the same, for the sake of giving them early
thabits of labour.

& Soyou see, Sir, Iam not sobadly off as many
Bare—nay, if it were not that it costs me so much in
Ppothecary’s stuff for my poor wile, I should reckon
Bmyself well off. Nay, 1 do reckon myself well
Poff, for blessed be God, ke has granted her life to
imy prayers, and I would work myself to 'natomy,
fand live on one meal a day, to add any comfort to
ther valuable life; indeed, 1 have often done the
tlast, and thought it no great matter neither.

¢ While they were in this part of the discourse, a
Mine plump cherry-cheek little girl ran up out of
“breath, with a smile on her young happy face, and

i

iwithout taking any notice of the gentleman, cried
‘out with great joy—Look here, father, only see
“how much I have got to day!  Mr. Johnson was
much struck with her simplicity, but puzzled to
know what was the occasion of this great joy. On
ooking at her, he perceived a small quantity of
%;;coarse woel some of which had found it’s way
‘through the holes of her clean, but scanty and rag-
.ged woolen apron. The father said, this has been
14 successtul day indeed, Molly, don’t you see the
‘gentleman? Molly now made a curtsey down to
the very ground ; ‘while Mr. Jobnson enquired into
the cause of the mutual satisfaction which both fa-

:-thel‘ and daughter had expxjessed at the unusual
8004 fortune of the day.
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Sir, said the Shepherd, poverty is a great shar,
ener of wits, My wife and I cannot endure to s
our children, poor as they are, without shoes ay

\stockings, not only on account of the pinching colg
which cramps their poor little limbs, but becauseit
degrades and debases them; and poor people, who
have but little regard to appearances, will seldon
be found to have any regard for honesty and good.
ness ; I don’t say this is always the case, but I an
sure it is so too often. Now shoes and stockingg
being very dear, we could never afford to get then
without a little contrivance. I mustshew you hoy

- I manage about the shoes when you condescend to
call at our cottage, Sir; as to stockings this is one
way we take to help to get them. My young one;
who are too liitle to do much work, sometimes
wander at odd hcurs over the hills for the chance of
finding what littie wool the sheep may drop when
they rub themselves, as they are apt to do, in the
bushes*. These scattered bits of wool the chil
dren pick out of the brambles, which I see, have.
torn sad holes in Molly’s apron to day; they carry
this wool home, and when they have got a pretty
parcel together, their mother cards it; for she can
sit and card in the chimney corner, when she is not
able to wash, or work about the house. The big
gest girl then spins it—it does very well for us
without dying, for poor people must not stand for
the colour of their stockings. After this our little
boys knit it for themselves, while they are employ
ed in keeping crows in the fields, and after they gel
home at night, As for the knitting, the girls and

¥ This piece of frugal industry is not tmaginary, but a redl
Jalt, as is the chara’t® of the Shepherd, and his unconunoh
knowiedge of the Scripturys, '
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i+ pother do, that is chiefly for sale, which helps
pay our rent. . i .
Mr. Johnson lifted up his eyes in silent astonish-
ent at the shifts which honest poverty can make
bther than beg or steal; and was surprised to
bink how many ways of subsisting there are
iLich those that live at their ease little suspect.—
He secretly resolved to be more attentive to his
own petty expences than he had hitherto been; and
296 be more watchful that nothing was wasted in his
Hamily. ¥ ks Febs
" But toreturn tothe Shepherd—Mr. Johnson told
dim, that as he must needs be at his friend’s house
vho lived many miles off that night, he could not,
he wished to do, make a visit to his cottage at
esent. But I will certainly do it, said he, on
y return; for I long to see your wife and her’
ce little family, ‘and 'to be an eye-witness of her:
eatness and good management. The poor man’s
ars started into his eyes on hearing the commen-
ation bestowed upon his wife, and wiping them
with the sleeve of his coat, for he was not worth
handkerchief in ‘the world, he said, Oh! Sir,
ou just now, I am afraid, called me an humble
man;, ‘but indeed I am a very proud one. Proud!.
xclaimed Mr. Johnson, I hope not—pride is a
reat sin, and as the poor are liable to it as well as”
he rich, so good a manas you seem to be ought to
ard against it. ~ Sir, said he, you are right, but 1
m not proudof myself, God knows I have no-
thing to be proud of, I ama poor sinner, but in-
eed, Sll‘,. I'am proud of my wife; she is not only
he most tidy, notable woman on the Plain, but she
s the kindest wife and mother, and the most con-
isented, thankful christian that I know. Last year
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I thought I should have lost her in a violent fit
the rheumatism, caught by going to work too sog|
after her lying in, I fear; for ’tis but a bleak coly
ish place, as you may see, Sir, in winter, and some,
times the snow lies so long under the hill, that|}
can hardly make myself a path to get out and by
a few necessaries in the next village; and we ay |
afraid to send out the children, for fear they shoulj |
be lost when the snow is deep. So, as I was say. |8
ing, the poor soul was very bad indeed, and for se.
veral weeks lost the use of her limbs, except he
hands—a merciful Providence spared her the use
of these, so that when she could not turn in he
bed, she could contrive to patch a rag or two for her
family. - She was always saying, had it not been |
for the great goodness of God, she might have had |
the palsy instead of the rheumatism, and then she
could have done nothing-—but nobody had so many
mercies as she had. |

I will not tell you what she suffered during that |
bitter weather, Sir, but my wife’s faith and patience |
during that trying time, were as good a lesson to |
me, as any sermon I could hear, and yet Mr. Jen-
kins gave us very comfortable ones too, that helped
to keep up my spirits.

One Sunday afternoon, when my wife was at the
worst, as I was coming out of church, for I went
ene part of the day, and my eldest daughter the
other, so my poor wife was never left alone. As |
1 was coming out of church, I say, Mr. Jenkins, the |
minister, called out to me, and asked ane how my
wife did, saying he had been kept from coming t0
see her by the deep fall of snow, and indeed from
the parsonage-house to my hovel it was quite 1
passable, ' I gave him all the particulars he askeds

_._.____._-4
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|4 1 am afraid 2 good many more, for my heart
vas quite full. He kindly gave me a shilling, and
8% id he would certainly try to pick out his way and
8% e and see her in a day or two.
While he was talking to me, a plain farmer-
Jooking gentleman in boots, who stood by, listened
L all 1 said, but seemed to take no notice. It was
Ir. Jenkins’s wife’s father, who was come to pass
he Christmas holidays at the parsonage-house,—1
had always heard him spoken of asa plain frugal
1an, who lived close himself, but was remarked to
ive away more than any of his show-away neigh-
Dors.

Well! I went home with great spirits at this sea-
onable and unexpected supply; for we had tap-
ed our last sixpence, and there was little work to

be had on account of the weather. 1 told my wife
was not come back empty-handed. No, I dare
say not, says she, you have been serving a master
who filleth the hungry with good things, though
e sendeth the rich empty away.” True, Mary,
| gays I, we seldom fail to get good spiritual food
from Mr. Jenkins, but to day he has kindly sup-
j_:%@lied our bodily wants. She was more thankful
when I shewed her the shilling, than, I dare say,
some of your great people are when they get a hun-
red pounds.
. Mr. Johnson’s heart smote him when he heard
. such a value set upon a shilling—Surely, said be, to
himself, I will never waste another—but he sadd
nothing to the Shepherd who thus pursued his
story.
- Next morning before I went out, I senta part of
the money to buy a little ale and brown sugar to
ut into her water gruel, which you know, Sir,
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made it nice and nourishing,” ™ went out to cleay
wood in a farm-yard, for there was no standing
on the Plain after such snow as had fallen I thy
night. I wentwithalighter heartthan usual, becayy,

I had left my poor wife a little better, and comfoy
ably supplied for this day, and I now resolved Morg
than ever to trust in God for the supplies of
next. When ! came back at night, my wife fel,
Crying, as soon as she saw ma., This, I own, |
thought a bad return for the blessings ‘she had g
lately received, and so I told her. O said she i

Is too much, we are too rich! I am now {rightencq
not lest we should have no portion in this worl(,
but for fear we should have our whole portion i
it. Look here, John! So saying, she uncevere |
the bed, whereon she lay, and shewed me two 8
warm thick new blankets. I could not believe my §
own eyes, Sir, because when I went out in th
morning, 1 had left her no other covering than our B8
little old thin blue rug. T was still more amazel
when she put halfa crown into my hand, telling me
she had a visit from Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Jone:,
the latter of whom had bestowed all these gool I
things upon us. Thus, Sir, have our lives been I8
erowned with mercies, My wife got about again B
and I do believe, under Providence, it was owing f .
tothese comforts; for the rheumatism, SIT, ‘with- B
out blankets by night and flannel by day, is buta |
baddish job, especially to people who have little or j'__';
no fire. She will always be a weakly bedy ; but thank B8
God her soul prospers and is in health., But I beg B
your, pardon, Sir, for talking on at this rate. Not
at all, not at all, said Mr, Johnson ; I am much &8
pleased with your story, you shall certainly see m¢ §8
1 afew days. Good-night. So saylng, he shpp?d

a crown into Fis hand, and rode off, Surely, sil
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the Shepherd, goodness and mercy bave followed me
1l the days of my life, as he gave the mioney to his
Wife when he got home at night.

As to Mr. Johnson, he found abundant matter
for his thoughts during the rest of his journey. On
he whole he was more disposed to envy than topity
the Shepherd. ““ I have seldom seen (said he) so
thappy a man. It is a sort of happiness which the
S world could not give, and which I plainly see it has
bot been able to take away. This must be the true
pirit of Religion. I see moreand more, that true
roodness is not merely a thing of words and opi-
Mhions, but a Living Principle brought into every

fcommon action of a man’s life. What else cculd
ave supported this poor couple under every bitter
rial of want or sickness? No, my honest Shep-

erd, I do not pity, but I respect and ever honour

hee ; and 1 will visit thy poor hovel on my reture
o Salisbury with as much pleasure as I am now
§poing to the house of my friend.”——1I shall ngw
#conclude this first part with

The Shepherlys Hipnw

HE Lord my pasture shall prepare,
And feed me with a Shepherd’s care;
His presence shall my wants supply,
And guard me with a watchful eve -
My noon-day walks he shall atiend,
And all my midnight hours defend.

g v L

When in the sultry glebe I faint,

(,)l‘ on the thirsty mountains pant,

Lo fertile vales and dewymeads

My weary wand’rinoe steps he leads,

X7 S N\ Y “ 34 ~ 1 :

W here peaceful rivers, soft and slow.
% . a \ '

Amid the verdent landskip flow.

'I_'};.Ough in the paths of death I tread,
With gloomy horrors overspread, -
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My steadfast heart shall fear no ill,
¥or thou, O Lorp. art with me still,
'Fhy friendly crook shall give me aid,
And guide me through the dreadful shade,

- Though in a bare and rugged way,
“Through devious lonely wilds I stray,
- Thy bounty shall my pains beguile,

The barren wilderness shall smile ;

With sudden greens and herbage crown’d

O

A nd streams shall murmer all around.

-
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| R. JOHNSON, after having passed sou |
time with his friend, sat out on his return to

~ Salisbury, and on the Saturday evening reached a
- very small inn, a mile or two distant {rom the Shep-
herd’s village ; for he never travelled on a Sunday,
He went the next morning to the church neares
the house where he had passed the night; and after
taking such refreshment as he could get at that
house, he walked on to find out the Shepherds |
cottage. His reason for visiting him on a Sunday, i
was chiefly, because he supposed it to be the only §
day which the Shepherd’s employment allowed |
him to pass at home with his family, and as Mr. |
Johnson had been struck with his talk, he thought §
it would be neither unpleasant nor unprofitable to |
observe how a man who carried such an appear |
ance of picty spent his Sunday, for though he was |
so low in the world, this gentleman was not above |
entering very closely into his character, of which §
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ment, by seeing whether his practiee at home kept
pace with his professions abroad. For it is not 50|
miuch by observing how people talk as how they
Ave that we ought to judge of their characters,
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After a pleasant walk, Mr, Johnson got within
ight of the coltage, to which he was dixjeqted by
he clustp of hawthorns and the broken chimney.
e wished to take the family by surprize; and walk-
by gently up to the house, he stood awhile to lis-
en. The door being half open, he saw the Shep-
terd, who looked so respectable in his Sunday -
oat, that he should hardly have known him; his
Wife, and their numerous young family, drawing
“Yound their little table, which was covered with a
“glean though very coarse cloth, There stood on it
@ large dish of potatoes, a brown pitcher, and &
Piece of coarse loaf. The wife and children stood
b silent attention, while the Shepherd, with uplift-
@i hands'and eyes, devoutly begged the blessing of
Heaven on their homely fare. Mr. Johnson counld
mot help sighing to reflect that he had sometimes
fen better dinners eaten with less appearance of
ankfulness. |
% Lhe Shepherd and his wife then sat down with
feat seeming cheerfulness, but the children stood,
id while the mother was helping them, little fresh
)loured Molly, who had picked the wool from the
hes with so much delight, cried out, Father, [
15h I was big enough to say grace, 1 am sure E
“ ’ say 1t very heartily to day, for ¥ was think-
E must PooR people do who have no salt to
UeIl potatoes, and do but look, our dish is quite
Bl That is the true way of thinking, Molly, said
fathel‘; In whateyer concerns bodily wants and
B0dily comforts, it is our duty to compare our own
with the lot of those who are worse off, and this
1 keep us thankful ; on the other hand, whenever
(e tempted to set up our own wisdom or good-
» We Must compare ourselves with those whe
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are wiser and better, and that will kéep us humble
Molly was now so hungry, and found the potato
so good, that she had no time to make any mop
remarks, but was devouring her dinner very hear
tily, when the barking of the great dog drew he
attention from her trencher to the door, and spyin
the stranger, she cried out, Lock, father, see herg
if yonder is not the good gentleman. Mr. John
son finding himself discovered, immediately walke
in, and was heartily welcomed by the honest Shep
herd, who told his wife that this was the gentlema
to whom they were so much obliged.

The good woman began, as some Very neat pev
ple are rather apt to do, with making many apob
gies that her house was not cleaner, and that thing
were not in fitter order to receive such a gentl
man. Mr. Johnsen, however, on locking rou
conld discover nothing but the most perfect neit
ness. The trenchers on which they were eatin
was almost as whiic as their linen; and notwil
standing the number and smallness of the ehildre
there was not the least appearance of dirt or Litten
The furniture was very simple.and poor, hardly i
deed amounting to bare necessaries. It consistl

L

of four brown wooden chairs, which by const
rubbing were become as bright as 2 looking gl
an ircn ‘pot and kettle; a poor old grate Wwh
scarcely held a handful. of coals, and out of Whlfﬂv
the littie fire that had been in it, appcared the hats
been taken, as soon as it had answered the el}d fff
which it had been lighted, that of botling thelr &
tatoes. - Over the chimupey stoed ar old-fashif’)“ef
broad bright candlestick, and a still brighter S(;plfir;_
was very clear that this last was kept rather 10 3
nament than use ; an old carved elbow . chair, &

‘chest of the same date which stood in the corn

{
4
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were considered as the most valuable part of the
“Shepherd’s goods, having been in his family for

i

“teemed by him, in eomparison of another posses-
“Sion, which added to the above, made up the whole
8f what he had inherited from his father, ana which
ast he would not have parted with, 'if no other
ould have been had, for a King’s ransom ; this
jas a large old Bible, which lay on the window-
§eat, neatly covered with brown cloth, variously
atched. This sacred book was most reverendly
reserved from dogs’-ears, dirt, and every other
jjury, but such as time and much use had made it
iffer in spite of care. ~ On the clean white walls
fas pasted a Hymn on the Crucifixion of our Sa-
br, a print of the Prodigal Son, the Shepherd’s
ymn, and a new History of a true Book.
‘After the first salutations were over, Mr. John-
h said, that if they would go on quietly with their
mer, he would sit down. Though a good deal
lamed, they thought it'more respectful to obey
#e gentleman, who having cast his eye on their
€nder provisions, gently rebuked the Shepherd
Fnot having indulged himself, as it was Sunday,

Bpherd said nothing, but poor Mary coloured
hung down her head, saying, indéed, Sir, it is
OE my fault—I did beg my husband to allow him-
€l a bit of meat to day out of your honour’s boun-
tbut he was too good to do it, and it is all for my
an ex planation, but Mr. Johnson desired Mary to
g88on. So she continwed—you must know, Sir,
oth of us next to a sin dread a debt, but indeed
A’me cases a debt is a sin; but with all our care

hree generations. But all these were lightly es-

i a morsel of bacon to relish his potatoes. The -

€.  The Shepherd seemed unwilling tocome ta
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and pains we have never been able quite to pay of
the doctor’s bill, for that bad ficof the rheumatisy
which 1 had . last winter. Now when you wer
pleased to give my husband that kind present t
other day, [ heartily desired him to buy a bit of
meat for Sunday, as I said before, that he migl
have a little refreshment for himselt out of you
kindness. But, answered he, Mary, it is meve
out of my head long together that we still owe;
few shillings to the doctor, and thank God it is
we did owe in the world; now if I carry him thi
money directly, it will not only shew him our ho
nesty and our good-will, baut it will be an encoy
ragement to biny to come to you anothex time i
case you should be takenonce mere in. such a b
fit ; for I must own, added my poor husband, ti
the thought of your being so terribly ill witha
any help, isthe only misfortune that I want cou
rage to face.

Here the grateful woman’s tears ran down «
fast, that she could not go on. She wiped then
with the corner of her apron, and humbly begge
pardon for making so free. Indeed, Sir, said i
Shepherd, though my wife is full as unwilling tok
in debt as myself, yet I could hardly prevail on b
to consent to. my paying this money justthen, be
cause she said,it was hard I should. not have 3 taslh
of the gentleman’s bounty myself. But for onc
Sir, I would have my own way. For you mt
know, as | pass best part of my time alone tendiy
my sheep, ’tisa great point with me, Sir, tof
com fortable matter for my own thoughts ; so
stis rather self-interest in me to allow myselfi?
pleasures and no practices that won’t bear thinkis
on over and over, For when one is a good ¥

i
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lone, you know, Sir, all one’s bad deeds do so rush
) upon one, as I may say, and so torment one, t?lat
vere is no true comfort to be had but in keeping
lear of wrong doings and false pleasures; and that
] suppose may be one reason why so many folks
fute to stay a bit by themselves, Butasl was say=
ing—when I came to think the matter over on the
Hill yonder, said Ite myself, a good dinner is 3
Bood thing I grant, and yetit will be but cold
smiort to me a week after to be able to say—to
e sure I had a nice shoulder of mutton last Sun=
iy for dinner, thanks to the goodigentleman, but
yen [ am in debt. 1 HAD a rave dinner, that’s cer-
in, but the pleasure of that has long been-over,
‘and the debt still remains. 1 have!spent the crown,
and now if my po8r wife should be taken in one
those fits again, die she must, unless God works a
Riracle to prevent it, for I can get no help for her.
this thought settled all; and 1 set off directly and
id the crown to the doctor with as much cheer-
Iness as I should have felt on sitting down to the
itest shoulder of immutton that ever was roasted.—
ad if I was contented at the time, think how
ich more happy I have been at the remembrance!
'Sir, there are no pleasures worth the name but
€h as bring no plague or penitence after them, -
Mr. Johnson was satisfied with the Shepherd’s
asons, and agreed, that though a good dinner was
t to bg despised, yet it was not worthy to be com-
L ;», with <a contented mind,” which, as the Bi-
-»tmly Says, ‘18 a continual feast,” But come,
Sl the good gentleman, what have we got in this
SEOWn mug ’—As good water, said the Shepherd,
@8|ny in the King’s dominions. I have heard of

£

beyond sea, in which there is no whole-
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some water—nay, I have been myself in a grey
town not far off, where they are obliged to buy y|
the water they get, while a good Providence sendy
to my very door a spring as clear and fine as Jacob
well. - When:I am tempted to repine that I hay
often no other drink, 1 call to mind, that it was o
thing better than.a cup of cold water which the w.
man of Samaria drew for the greatest guest thy
ever visited this world. ¥i3 ‘

Very well, replied Mr. Johnson—but as you
honesty has made you prefer a poor meal to ‘-being!
in debt, I will at least send and get something fo
you to drink. I saw a little public house justy
the church as I came along. Let that little rosy.
faced fellow fetch a mug of beer. So saying, k|
looked full at the boy, who did not offer to stir, by
cast an eye-at his father to know what he was todof
Sir, said the Shepherd, 1 hope we shall not appeu
ungrateful; if we seem to refuse your fayour; mj
little boy would, I am sure, fly to serve you on ang
other occasion, But, good Sir, it is Sunday, u/
should any of my family be seen at the public-hous
-on a Sabbath-day, it would be a much greater gr¥|
to -me than to drink water all my life. I am ofte
talking against these doings to others, and if]
should say one thinganddo another, you can't thinf
what an advantage it would give many of my neighf
bours over me, who would be glad enough tof}
port that they caught the Shepherd’s son at the i}
houce, without explaining how it happened. Chitg
tians, you know, Sir, must be doubly watchful, O'f
they will not only bring disgrace on themselv}
but what is much worse, on that holy name by whi‘s
they are called, i 4
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= Areyou not a little too cautious, my honest
- friend? said Mr. Jobnson. [ humbly ask your par-
" Wdon, Sir, replied the Shepherd, if I think that is
Simpossible. In my poor-notion, I no more under-
“stand how a man can be 1go cautious, than how he
f*,zm be too strong or too healthy.
8 You are right, indeed, said Mr. Johnson, as a ge-
principle, but this struck me as a very small
~ “#hing.—5ir, said the Shepherd, I am afraid you
il think me very bold, but you encourage me to
" W8peak out.—'Tis what I wish, said the gentleman.
"= Then, Sir, resumed the Shepherd, I doubt, if
~Where there is a temptation to do wrong, any thing
€an be called small ; that is, in short, if there is
ny such thing as asmall wilful sin. A poor man,
- like me, is seldom called out to do great things, so
- #hat it is not by a few great deeds his character can
Judged by his neighbours, but by the little round
~Of daily customs he allows himself in.—While they
Were thus talking, the children who had stood very
quictly behind, and had not stirred a foot, now be-
- §an to scamper .about all; at once, and in a moment
48n to the window-seat to pick up their little old
4ats. Mr. Johnson looked surprised at this dis-
lirbance ; the Shepherd asked pardon, telling him
§Was the sound ofthe churcii bell which had been
1€ cause of their rudeness ; for their mother has
ought them up with such a fear of being too late
CllurQh, that it was but who could catch the first
oke of the bell and be first ready. He had al-
BAYS taught them to think that nothing was more
ne::?‘gxt- ;’;a&eﬂ? gﬁgt 1nto church_after it ES I.)e-
] l’ePéntance b;:;lc'e ‘?Pe‘.’?ﬁl. with an ex.hortauon
€Ty presum t,i'(:)'ul é vf—f)r‘!lfesslon ouEid T eoged
B0kcd 2s i p s;no_ to be ready to join in it oIt
'y LI people did not feel themselves to be

S as
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sinneifs. And though such as lived at a great dis.
tance might plead difference of clocks as an excys,
yet those who lived within ‘the sound of the b
could pretend neither ignorance nor mistake,

‘Mary and her children set forward. Mr. Jop,
~son and the Shepherd foilowed, taking care to ty
the whole way on such subjects as might' fit they
for the solemn duties of the place to which they
were going. I have often been sorry to obserye
~sald Mr. Johnson, that many who are reckoned ge.
cent good kind of people, and who would on no o
count neglect going to church, yet seem to car
but.little in what frame or temper of mind they goé
thither. They will talk of their worldly concer|
till they get within the door, and then take themuy
again the very minute the sermon is over, whid|
makes me ready to fear, they lay too much stres|
- on the mere form of going to a place of worshi)|
Now, for my part, I always find that it requin
-~ a little time to bring my mind into a state fit tod|
any coMMoN business well, much more this grei
and most necessary business of all.—Yes, Sir, sai
the Shepherd, and then I think too how busy!
should be in preparing my mind, if I was going i
to the presence of a great gentleman, or a lord, o}
the king—and shall the .King of Kings be treati]
with less respect ? — Besides, one likes to see peoplf
fecl asif going to church was a thing of choice ai}
plcasure, as well as duty, and that they were 2‘?\
desivous of not being last there, as they would bf;{
if they were going to a feastor a fair. b
~“After service, Mr. Jenkins the clergyman, Wi
‘was well acquainted with the character of Mi§
Johnsou, and had a great respect for him, aC_COSte“ﬂ.’_
him with much civility, expressing h}s igqnc‘ff“"f

€9
e



O

5

.\ that he could not enjoy just now so much of his

| conversation as he wished, as he was obliged to vi-

| -it a sick person at a distance, but he hoped to have
L jittle talk with him before he left the village. As
they walked along ‘togetlier, Mr. Johnson made
8 such inquiries about the Shepherd, as served to con-

B 6 him in the hich opinion he entertained of his

W picty, godd sense;,'industry, and self-denial. They

,};"'pal‘ted, the clergyman promising to call in at the
% cottage in his way home.

The Shepherd, who took"it for granted that Mr.

® Johnson was gone to the ' parsonage, walked home

-~ with his wife and children, and was beginning in his

= usual way to catechize and instruct his family, when

| % Mr. Johnson came in, and insisted that the Shep-

 herd should go on with his instructions just asif he
¢ was not there. “This gentleman who was very de-

sirous of being ‘uséful 'to his own servants, and

% workmen in the way“of  religious instruction, was
¢ sometimes sorry to 'find, that though he took a

good deal of pains, they. did not now and'then quite

* understand him,'for though 'his meaning was very

i good, his language was not:always very plain, and
i . H % i e . .
¢ though the THINGS he'sdid were not so bard 'to be

understood,' yet the worDps were, especially o such
45 were very ignorant. * And he now began to find
out, that if people were ever so wise and good, yet
i they had not a simple, agreeable, and familiar
way of expressing themselves, some of their pl‘a/'ih
hearers would not be much the better for them—-
For this reason he was not' above listening to the

. Plain, humble way in which this honest man taught

earning, and could teach him many things, yet he

his family,fortho‘ugh he knew that he himself had

E ;nany advantages over the Shepherd, had more
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was not too proud to learn, even of so poor a my,
In any point v here he thought the Shepherd Might
have the advantage of him. . ’
,.Lhis gentleman was much pleased with the I8
knowledge and piety he discovered in the answers |
of the children, and desired the Shepherd to t.)] B8
him how he contrived to keep up a sense of divie
things in his own mind, and in that of his family, B8
with so little leisure and so little reading—O, asto |
that, Sir, said the Shepherd, we do not read much, |
except in one book to be sure, but by hearty prayer [
for God’s blessing on the use of that book, what |
little knowledge is ncedful seems to come of course | -
as it were. . And my chief study has been to bring I
the fruits of the Sunday reading in the week’s bu-
siness, and to keep up the same sense of God in the |
heart, when the Bible is in the cupboard, as when =
it is in the hand. In short, to apply what I readin =
the book, to what I meet with in the field.
I den’t quite understand, you, said Mr. Johnson, |
—>Sir, replied the Shepherd, I have but a poor gift
at conveying these things to others, though I have |
{ & much comfort frem them in my own mind; but! |
/||| am sure that the most ignorant and hard working |
| people, who are in earnest about their salvation,
. may help to keep up devout thoughts and good af- =
| fections during the week, though they have hardly =
|| any time to look in a book, And it will help them |
to keep out bad thoughts too, which is no small
matter.  But then they must know the Bible: they |
- must have read the word of God; this isa kind of §
| stock in trade for a Christian toset up with jand 1t §
|| s this which makes me so diligent in teachingitto ==
. my childien-—and even in storing their memories =
1l with psalms and chapters, This is a great help &




o7

"to a poor-hard working man, who will hardly nieet
 with any thing but what he may turn to some good
S count. If one lives in the fear and love of God,

gacc

" ilmost every thing one sees abroad will.teach one
o adore bis power ‘and goodress, and bring to mind
.-f%‘:’some texts of Scripture which shall fill the hea}rt
with thankfulness, ahd’ the mouth with praise.—
~ When [ look apwards, < The Heavens declare the
ke glory of God;’ and shall T be silent and ungrate-
" ful? 1f I looked round and see the valleys standing
~ thick with corn, hew can I help blessing that Power
,’_‘T,,gg‘nwho ‘ Giveth me: all things richly to i§;1jOyP’—*'I |
~may learn gratitude from the beasts “of the field,
" for the © Ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his
"« master’s crib,” and shall a Christian not know,
"shall a Christian not consider what great things
" God has done for him? I, who am a Shepherd en-
A deavor to fill my soul with a constant remembrance
; fff-a‘ejof that good Shepherd, who ¢ Feedeth me in green
“pastures, and maketh me to lie down beside the
" ¢still waters, and whose rod and staff’comfort me.’
" You are happy, said Mr. Johnson, in the retir-
iied life, by which you escape the corruptions of
. the world.—Sir, said the Shepherd, I do not escape
~ ' the corruptions of my own evil nature. Even there,
~ on that wild solitary hill, 1 can find out that iy
* heart is prone to evil thoughts. I suppose, Sir,
that different states have different temptations.—
5 You great folks that live in the world, perhaps, are
. exposed to some of which such a peor man as I
am, know nothing.. - But to one who leads a'lonely
 life like me, evil thoughts are a chief besetting sin,
- and I canno more withstand these without the grace
of G‘g)”d, than a rich man can withstand the spares
of evil company, without the same grace, And !




28

fec that I stand in need of God’s help contmuali
aud it he should give me up to my own evil he(u
Ibhould be lost..
. . Mr. Johnson approved of the Shepherd’s sinc.
:rxty, for he had always observed, that where there
Wwas. 1o humlhty, and no watchfulness against siy
there was no religion, and he s,ald that the man
who did not feel himself to be a sinner, in his opi.
nion, conld not be a Christian.

Just as they were in this part of the discours,
Mr. Jenkins the . clergyman, came in.  After the
usual salutations, he said, Well, Shepherd, I wish
you joy.—I know you will be sorry to gain any ad.
vantage by the. death of a neighbour, but old Wil
son, my clerk, was so infirm, and I trust so. well
prepared, that there is no reason to be sorry for
his death. I have been to pray by him, but he died
while I staid. 1 have always intended you should
suceeed to his place ; ’tis no great matter, but every
little is something.

-~ No great matter, Sir, said the Shepherd, indeed
it is a great thing to me—it will more than pay my
rent—blessed be God for all his goodness. Mary
said nothing, but leted up her eyes full of tears in
sﬂent gratitude. |

1 am glad of this little circumstance, said Mr.
Jenkms, not only for your sake, but for the.sake of
the office itself. ~ I so heartily reverence every re-
ligious institution, that I would never have even

f
I
|
|

i1 the AMEN  added to the excellent prayers of oul

church by vain or profane lips, and.if it depended
on me, there should be no such thing in the land
- an idle, drunken, or irreligious parish clerk, Sory
1 am to say, that this matter is. pot always sufﬁﬂ'

‘ .



0 29 .

| ently attended te; and that 1 know some of a very
W pdifferent character:. '- |
b 3 Vir. Johnson now' enquired of the clergyman
hether there were many children in the parish.—
ore than you would expect, replied he, from the
eeming smallness of it, but there are some little
amlets which you do not see. I think, returned
"Mr. Johnson, } recollect that in the conversation
* I had with the Shepherd on the hill yonder, he told
‘me you had no Sunday-schook—I am sorry to say
we have none, said' the minister—I do what I can
o remedy this misfortune by public catechizing ;
| ’»;5‘%ut having two or three churekes toserve, I cannot
r _' ‘give so much time as I wish to private instruction ;
’fnd having a large family of my own, and no as-
 sistance from others, T have never been able to es-
- tablish a school. | \
.~ There is an excellent institutionin London, said
. Mr. Johnson, called the Sunday-School Society,
~which kindly gives books and ‘other helps, on the
_ application of such pious miunisters as stand in need
~ Oftheir aid, ‘and which I am sure would have as-
sz;s.ted you, but I think we shall be able to do some-
~ thing ourselves. Shepherd, continued he, if I was
. 8 king, and had it in my power to make you a rich
- and a great man, with a word speaking, I'wonld not
| “_,de' it.  Those who are raised by some sudden

A

js];z‘okfe, much above the station in which Divine

. frovidence had placed them, seldomturn out very
~good or very happy.

g ‘things inmy po

) 3 :‘I hﬁve b

. howeve

I have never bhad very great
wer ; but as far as I have been able
eenalways glad to assist the worthy. Ihave
I, never attempted or desired’ to ‘set any
oor man much above his natural condition) but it
is a pleasure to meto Jend him such assist |

ance as
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may. make that coudition more easy to himsels
and to put him in a way which shall eail him to ),
‘performance of more duties than perhaps he coy
have performed without my, help, and of perforn.
:0g them in a better manner.~—What rent do you
pay for this cottage ? £ et
-Fifty shillings a vear, Sir, |
It 1s.in a sad taitered condition, is there not;
better to be had in the village ? * 357
That in which the poor clerk lived, said thy
clergyman, is not only more tight and whole, but;
has two. decent chambers, and has a very large |
light kitchen. That will be very convenient, re.
pliediMuy, Johnson : pray what is the rent f =1 think,
said the. Shepherd, poor neighbour Wilson gave
somewhat about four pounds a year, or it might be |
guineas.—Very well, said Mr. Johnson, and what
wili the clerk’s place be worth, think you ?P—About |
three pounds, was the answer. | ,,
Now, continued Mr. Johnson, my plan is, tha
the Shepherd should take that house immediately, |
for.as the poor man is dead, there will be no need
of waiting till quarter-day, it I make up the dif- |
terence.—True, Sir, said Mr. Jenkins, and I am |
sure my wife’s father, whom I expect to-morrow, |
will willingly assist a little towards buying some of
the clerk’s old goods. And the sooner they remove |
the better, for poor Mary caught that bad rheuma- |
tism by sleeping under a leaky thatch. The Shep- |
herd was too much moved to speak, and Mary conid |
hardly sob out, Oh! Sir, you are too 2ood, indeed, |
this house will do very well—It may do very well |
for you and your children. Mary, said Mr. Johnson |
gravely, but it witl not do for a school; the kitches |
13 neither large nor light enough, Shepherd, con- |

o~
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',4%1;“11& he, with your good minister’s leave, and
 %ind assistance, I propose to set up in this parisha
-' [Sunc‘.ay,-school, and to make you the master. It
" yill not at all interfere with your weekly calling,
P d it is the only lawful way in which you could
" 4urn the Sabbath -into a day of some little profit to
- Wour family, by doing as I hope, a great deal of
" pood to the souls of others. = The rest of the week

s
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self, for to:put you in a better house at your own
expence, would be no great act of kindness.  As
~ for honest Mary, who is not fit for hard labour, or
~any out-of door work, I propose to endow a small
weekly school, of which she shall be the mistress,
~and employ her notable turn to good account, by
- teachingten ora dozen girls to knit, sew, spin, card
- Orany other uscful way of geiting their bread, for
~all this 1 shall only pay ber the usual price, for [
~@m not going to make you rich but useiul.
= Not rich, Sir, cried the Shepherd. How can I
~ever be thankful enough for such blessings ¢ And
Wwill my poor Mary- have a dry.thatch oyer her
“head! And shall I be able to send for the doctor
~ When [ am like to loose her ? Indeed, my cup runs
- @ver with blessings, I hope God will give me hu-
- ility.  Here he and Mary looked at each other,
;nd burst into tears.—The gentlemen saw their
~ distress, and kindly walked out upon the little green
;’Gﬁ)le the door, that these honest people might
= 8lve vent to their feelings. As soon as they were
",”‘t;g\lone, they crept into one cormer of the room,
'f:_;;;%fhere the)’_thOught they could not be seen, and
»11 on tiseir knees, devontly blessing and praisiog
fod for his mercies.  Never were heartier pray-
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ers'presented, that this grateful couple offered Uy
'FOi"’their"benefa(‘.tors, The warmth of their gratj.
tude “could only be equalled by, the earnestneg,
with which théy besought the blessings of God o,
the work in which they were going to engage.
The two gentlemen now left this happy family
and walked to the’ parsonage, where the evenin,
Was spent in a2 manpner very edifying to Mr. Joh,
son, who the next'day took all proper measures fy
putting ‘the Shepherd in immedijate possession of
his now comfortable habitation. ~Mr. Jenkins’s f).
ther-in-law, the worthy gentleman who gave the
Shepherd’s wife the blarikets, in the first part of
this history, arrived at the parsonage before M.
Johnson left it, and assisted in fitting up the clerk,
cottage, | | ‘
Mr. Johnson took his leave, promising to call o |
the worthy minister and his new ¢lerk once a year |
In his summer’s journey over the Plain, as long as
it sheuld please ‘God-to spare his life.—Fec fad |
every’reason to be satisfied with the objects of his |
bounty. The Shepherd’s zeal and piety made him |
a blessing to the rising generation. The old ve: |
sorted to his school for the benefit of hearing the |
young instructed ; and the clergyman had the plei-
sure of seeing that he was rewarded for the protec |
tion he gave to the school, by the great Increase in |
his congregation. The Shepherd not only exhortet
both parents and children to the indispensible duty |
of a regular attendance at church, but by his piUUSF

)

counsels he drew them thither, and by his plain and

prudent instructions enabled thenito undeistand, au
of course to delight in the public worship of God,
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