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Joseph and his Brethren,
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PTTHE first part of Joseph’s story, though both instrutis
~ and entertaining to all, is parficularly so to chiftal
porpose to tell the story nearly in the words of the OldTes
tament, but to make now and then afew remarks uponit

J3seph was the son of good old Jacob, ¢ Now Jii
says the Scripture,.*¢ laved Joseph more than all his chiles
because he was the son of his old are: and he made h
goat of many colours. And when. his brethren saw i
father loved him more than all his brethren, they bt
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h?' and could not speak peaceably unto him.” /
e But was not this hatred of Joseph’s Brethrea Z{galg“l
L very wicked ? It is true Jacob might be faulty m;ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ
ik q et DS

much partiality to one son above another, §
excuse for the hatred which was felt by Josep
Methinks this hatred, though as yet it 18 only
their breasts, will, by-and-by break out1ato some ¢
zct or other. But let us go on with the story: With
‘ “ And Joseph drcamed a dream, and he, ¥

Brethren : and they hated him yet the mﬁfe'h sthaf""h
‘T'his 1s doing worse and worse, and 1t S'?[Yw g
hatred once be};ins, we know not where }w—'ray you,
¢ And Joseph said unto them, Hf“";i l;wverc i
dream which © have dreamed : _fof behO!d 1‘:; stoodup!
sheaves in the field, and mysheaf arosc A ?ma made ¢
. and behold your sheaves stood roungl,abou NG

ance (or bowed down) to my sheaf.
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The Story of Joseph and his Brethren. s .

\ scems to me to have told this dream thus publicly,
]ose][;‘theo enness of heart and simplicity ;it was a dreaml
,mugver whiih God sent, and God caused afterwards the
';:csigﬂiﬁﬁd by itto be fulfilled, as in due time we shall see.
ind bis Brethren said to him, shalt thou indeed reign
s and they hated him yet the more for his dream, and
o o his words. — A 13d Joseph dreamed yet another dream,
idld it to bis Brethren, and said, ¢¢ Behold I have dreamed
iemmore, and behold the Sun, and the Moon, and the
Hluen Stars made obedience to me.”  And he told it to his
it and to his Brethren ; and his father rebuked him, and
Hinhim, “ What is this dream that thou hast dreamed?
il 00 thy mother, and thy Brethren, indeed come tp
v down ourselves to thee to the earth.”
L tar honest, simple old man, he little knew how his own
.pretation of the dream was by-and-by to be exactly ful-
i forso.Go:l has ordam.cd. :
,j's-g‘}d h,l;ﬂ Bretheren envied him, but his father obsg_rved
iying,
!‘f'ter tlu’s weread, that ¢ Joseph’s Brethren went to feed
3‘ e flock in Shechem; and Jacob sent Joseph to
Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with
ohezggt\;’.dl with their flocks, and b1ring me word
Gl lum,dand.]oseph ceme to Shechem ; but
bl eve“}' anDthcn‘ flocks were gone forwgrd 7);-
ren, 40 ,fOun(r]l t}i’ othan,  So Joseph went after his
o g ﬁa'tl em in Dothan.  And when they saw
i o n};{v lt(h on? to another, Behold, this Dreamer
o ]ere ore, and let us slay him, and cast
b A we will say some evil beast hath de-
We will sce what will become of his
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P what ! kill their own brother !
5 il do"not avondet at their agree-
i U two ging wer ¥ to hide th.cu' crime—thus not
h,at Wl thege ap - fo be committed. But is it pos-
T ogy : VzVeﬂ Brethren should join in putting

oy S“ “mong bad men, some are apt to be
AJOSCph’ - Surely therefore, we may hope, that one

S yrge, - Crethren will e stopping short of ‘the

A2
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A8 The-Story of Joseph and his Bretiwei,

Tt ‘proveds as 1 think might very naturally b et
that one of Joseph’s Brethien; named Reuben, thoush
seems before to have joined in envving ](556pb \:vas"ifr |
- joining in this most horrid crime, At

«When, therefore, ¢ Reuben heard it,hede‘.i’vcredhim,o'
of their hands ; and said,  shed no bldad, but east b s il
this pit that isin the wilderness, and 1av no hands of hind
this he said, that he might rid him our of their hands
deliver him to his father’s house.  And it came topa

when Joseph (who was at a-distance while this convers
passed) was come unto his Brethiren, they stripped Joseph
his coat, 1t being his coat of many colors.” .
What satisfaction would they’feel while they were
stripping him! This was the coat whic}r_]oseph’sfathcr
given him, bscause he was a favorite, and which ren
Joseph’s Brethren of his advantage over them. Thcyn.___,,
thought themselves revenged upon him, and revenge, S
would say, is sweet. Many a joke, many a bittet and) $VEE”
expression was uttered, no doubt, while they were i
him : they had got him into their power, asd they !
solved to shew that they were greater thanle, S
being greater than they, as he pretended: ol
sNow. this sort of spirit in them ywas a most Wi
it:wias-conpled with envy, and malice, and haUed'; a'
. e LB ct40F: murders

ot far from carrying them: on to an act 9 : »dul"
here let me warn all my young readers agalxlst mhqgld
same: evil temper. '1hus, for instance, ifyou e

nds near
J 2 ol Stdﬁdsn:
yout feachet praise your schioolsfellow whlﬂ o 0
wihile he says nt a word of praise to you, €0
. X R, . ¢ vou Should
yout school-fellow on this account ; 1 1y ¢ for 8D
parent give a reward to your Lrother or s1steh ou €
A ‘ nk .that Yok

»x,\-...- &a - P : O 2%} ey t]:
good behaviour, do not be eager 0 llivmll" hrothes @
{ Seprtres a1 Yeray ) A A 1 A }\' & OF Cn'\; of L X0 t
35e1 L reward.and tixen hate of VS, at
d serve a reward, and tixen il S e for thls s {0 3%
- 5 /

£
<5

for being more fiVored m?{i'l YOE O also !
\ v a1 o Dearhren of fosepit B
same st th -the Drethren 0ok 509 3 an
ame oi)lrlt Wi ﬂasyou,are? 7

other child should be drest as fine 3g‘”2 g
~ 1~ %4 o, R b pe s r
as fine as Josepk himself, in s co:!_tbf‘o ot feel a0y L
not do as Joseph’s Brethren did. 2 pléy"fe Le
towards..yomr, brother, . your sistels =1 of M
: T cor stHip the fme f Toscp”
reagon: . Do’ not loag to stii] fe coat 0BGRIE
Joseph’s Brethren stripped the nae

£
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i ThE"Stﬁ;"i]tof Joseph and lis Brethren.

g .vﬁ'r.tdloék apon his ﬁﬂg‘ dress cnntjnt.gdly? | _a‘nd withs=
g ‘hout any desire to take it from him, and to
it epyy, and v (R AT fthe lessons thatyou
{iton your I backs. 'L his 1s<one of b Sesiom V
o leain from the present story, which was not writter:

¢ Bible in order to entertain you only, and in ordr'te
it you how t0 regd, Duﬂt in order to 111st§{1j;t]§,'211 n 7"“";“?

alio. This passion of hatred and envy, if indulged when
eiyoung, may lead to dicadtul consequences when you
i We shall presently. shesv you very plamnly how in
52 of Josepi’s Brethren it led on to lying, and ciuelty,
Imast even to murder. '
“after they hal stripped . Joseph of his coat, they taok
nd casthim into a pi#, and the pit was empty, and there:
owaterin it.  And they sat down to eat bread.””/
W iery hardened must these  Brethren of Joseph have’
al They went to their dinner afrer they had .throwas
o the pit just-as if nothing had happened. Mea
igiveway to their evil pastions, are apt to be very
a'A.d hard-hearted also. o :
.. 4nd behold 2 company .of Ishmaelites cane fram Gilead
~.711\"Cﬂm§318, bearing spicery, and balm, and myrrh,.
P .;,“"Cﬂf_i‘y it down to Egypt. :

;as@;l;:é?o]l;%l}; coxnzs SGross afic c)f‘,j oseph’s B:'ézhn'en 5
ey 02 ,'an who, th'ougu more bhm?nhlc
“1Y8§§_ﬁ‘tems1atherless sotnan some of the othe’s:
Y rg;gg;sa1(3 unto his ‘B_:‘cthrcn, what profit is itif we
ifhe . i?nr(,onceal his blood. Come and let us seil’
L mlde.nes, and let not our hand be upon him,.
ol | §Qtlex' am.l ou:'.ﬂes,h.” fve i d o
°'VOU;10Jtudd£;h-! if he is your brother and your flesh, « & §
*O.Bis‘fdney’z ];‘21‘ him alfi;gc‘ther tyou should send hirn 4
: }{ould never hiay }ISIC’. a5 Reuben wished to do 5 judeed:
Bl Cg;t, hfnown him wio the pit, nor have
‘t}cr’:yﬂu‘shoui 10 many c(:)lgu rs fromhim. Nay; Twilkv
0y hayiy i acver evenrhave hated him and envied's

thin < 18 Olice mdulge
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d that wicked harred and Crvayis
o F‘mvc all of you been led on,H?
e until you hardly kvow how to stop. it

is Fatherofnd Jf’seplf back to his father lesthe 7§
Dlours, ang ofyom havu}g torn from him his coat
o Rhyour baving also illstreated bith by i 88

L b At Rt iy N el



¥
¥
y
%
[
Z
z
%0

TR

At

R oy

Fucell

4
1
.
i
9
:
2
1 %
i1
|
5

T T

... ._.
s AT
Aoy Yk s

sl
oo
Y

TR

'-6"-—__ ke, o S tory of J/"i‘;s;ep}'; &mf ﬁlSE‘g;’;ren N

tnrowing him into a pit, Having ill-treated him gy fas ol
are tempted to ill-treat him still further, Jegt ou hoyl i
tound out. Joseph, therefore, now must, at ar?y 1-“0;1“ 1
11id of, and nét be suffered to get home, To kill h(ine’ed '
15 too bad, and yet if the only choice left you was e;tixn 3
kill him or to sendhim home, methinksthereare somcan:)m;
you who would not scruple to kill him outright; for yoy 1125'1
already agreed to leave him in the pit, wheie he would yy |
have p,er-ished with hunger : so that what you had resolvely
do was htt!e short of murder, though you may not have c.
sen to consider it as such. ,

It was owing to the good providence of God, and moty
any good design in his brothers, that Joseph escaped beingp
to death. It pleased God, who orders all human cventsn
bring it to pass, that the merchants of Midian should dur
near just at the time when Joseph’s Brethren were in duft
what to do with him. This is what some may consiletss’
chance, and a most lucky chance they might call ir.lSuch‘
kind of chances now and then happen to us all, but nfid
they are providences. There is many narrow escapes forot{t.g
lives experienced by us, which is entirely owing 0 Gofs
goodness, though at the time we do not so consider it Hor
many have tumbled down when they have been children,
would have been killed if some arm had not been sfff‘“hf4?
out to save them ! How many have fallen sick amlw'm'ud{

: . ok ¢ i enlar medicne s
have died, if at the critical moment some partictiel T2 8
have heen @ “

Lad not been given them ! and how many et
away, and would have been drownded in the s€a, It o
oseph, had i

God who sent the Midianites to the rg:licf of | i
sent some strange and unexpected ship er boat mrké ;
where they were floating. It may here be rcmﬁfﬂpomts.
that many matters of importance turn on the smz} i
If these Midianites had not gone by on ‘fhﬁ very (haygpeaklﬂ%ﬁ
very hour of the day on which they did, fosep g
after the manner of men) would pr’.Obal?]Y,haverhich are SO0
and not one of those great events 1n his life, ‘; dhe il
to be spoken of, could have happened. i r;(his pistorg O
things, which I wish my readers to leam l‘génce- 4
Joseph, is the doctrine of a particular va'lm he Midiet"8

Judah having proposed to sell his b}'Othc’ . as had 8
instead of killing him or leaying hii in 1€

plm :

§0y

Plt, sk




’/mm‘y bf b3 ose}}h and his Brethres. .
. novnded, “his Brethren were content.  “Then they
) cdld ;pfle]dlfp’]oseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to
”[’ ]a::nael]ites for twenty pieces of silver,and the Ishmaelites
:s

l-roughtjoseph into Egypt.”’ Now Egypt was a far coun-

rt o which when ]OSCph was carried, his Brethren con- #*
Iify .

i i sore of him.

el that they should hear no miore

,du“ Ll ReubZ:n-l‘CtUmCd into the pit, and behaold Joseph
iwasnot in the pit, and he rent his clothes, and he went'to his

f];mhren,andsaid,;thechild is not to be foum‘l, and I, whether
gl lgo.” . A 2 '
 faben had himself proposed the measure of putting Joseph
indie pit, as a contrivance by which -he meant” to save his
lis orhesecretly intended to go afterwards to the pit, and to
dlrerbim, but he was too late in executing his purpose,,
| “4nd they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a kid of the
gt and dipped the coat in the blood; and they brought
teeatof many colours to their father, and said, this have
®lnd, know. now whether it be thy son’s coat or 1o.”
| Whatabare-faced lie | but thus does one sin lead on to
iter, Itis ens / to sec from this sto ry of Joseph’s Bre-
4, tat when people resolve upen commiitinq one sin,
p e immediately tempted tn commit another sy : and
‘m”Y 0 commit the sin of lying in order to lide what
. a;:gulzzg& (skt)xl':igtq they are also plun ged from this time
i sand difhculties, and it is by adding sin
'fvcrdosomethin m;l’(r);l]}’ ff}" §O %’Ct Ofm. RCZidt‘}‘; e
el o pl% ; g,az'u tl enfﬁmd yourse]f tenjpgcd to
B ¥y some artful trick to conceal it ? Jo.
i o . angzgifl i E o dmed ISt
i o ots) }_Taco., tn:s}mve we found.’
® fiving some Sin\to what wicked childien somecimes
WhiCh-thﬂyte‘,l 5 the..cor.\ceal, the}y invent a fine artful
P et 1o b mastersand mistresses, or to their
=°.]°9€ph’s il O(}J readily behq*_c it,and thus, perhaps,
i1 ans’.tley come off for
Wbe g Ol;t ll; the case of Joseph's Brethren, their
My f Wic]{cd‘ , foralready God knows it. God saw
U which, they hidﬂ.ctca,‘and God now hears them reli the
b“tby-an:l-.b 70d waits, i:}dc?d, to see it they
Y%orld, ang Shally, perhaps, thc.n' sin shall be known
e + At go unpunished. 'God saw frem

the present unpu-




'3 The Story of Joseph and his Brethpey,
the very first the secret envy rise up from ¢
Brethren of Joseph. God heard them when they e
Joseph, saying, ¢ behold this dreamer cometh,” ang
they privately talked together ot killing him, God saw i
throw him into the -pit, and cruelly leave him heye.
saw them also when they were selling him to the Midiai
He had his eyes upon them while they were bargaining i
pit’s side,and while they were counting over the twenp
of silver, which they afterwards put in their pockets, A
- God’s presence were also in the midst of thern; while
were killing the kid, and dipping Joseph’s coat in the b
of it, and while they were saying to themselves, “surely
1o one will ever know the thing we have been doing.”
story, which thesefoolishmen ,th.ought would nevel:bek
by any body, 1s now published in the book of seripe
you and I, and all the world may be‘ acqualntffd with h
that we may draw the right instruetion frqm it.
When poor old Jacob saw the coat, he l.mmedlatel.h
at, and said, ¢ Itis my son’s coat, an evil beast hal‘ |
voured him : Joseph 1s without doubt rentin glecl?ﬁf i
Jacob rent his clothes and put sackcloth upon ki it
mournéd for his son many days. And all his sons an
daughters rose up to comfort him.’ i
What a set of hypocritical comforters must “lii i
been, and how many fresh lies must they have told W
were talking with their father. i sl
‘“ But Jacob refused to be comforted. e, TH
will go down into the grave unto my son MOUG ey

o
P 3 S 2 '1',’;.
did his father weep for him |

he ety ¢

RLY

JOSEPH IN PRISON

. o things W
HOW little do we know whether the t ‘,ngI:w

: . r misery :
us will turn out for our happlness 0 eth’atit wou]d.no
made a king to-moriow, [ am not ?[u\;vas o
t0 wy hurt; andif, on the contrary, =



'.TeA'S‘{oryv Gph and his Brethren. Fror— -

itis far from being clear that it migl‘:ft:nbt‘gegolf:
;;Ood-’fOf God has all events underﬂns (juec;lon :and he
I i ive things to pass Just as he picases.
n biing S.mn% have already told you) was snid by his Bre-
‘Joszgha(;sa\?;, to a company of M idmnnis}l qu"x:cba ntsci
.« he Midianites brought Joseph down to Egypt, an
{fim to Potiphar, who was an officet, or captain of the
i, to king Pharaoh.” Joseph fell, as it seems; mto good
s but the scriptures take care to inform us to Whyat cause
aastobe attributed ; for there we read, that ¢ the Lord
with Joseph :” hence it was‘that “ he be;ca;}:c A proper-
min; and he was taken into the house of his master .the
gtian. And his master saw that the Lord was with him,
uihat the Lord made all that Joséph did to prosper in his
"nd.” N ;
Mhat a great thing is it to have God’s blessing with us 1n
wything we do | Some people are always talking of their
il or bad luck; and, according to such persons, Joseph
meely alucky person ; he was lucly first, they would
ngetting 50 good a - master, and still moze lucky m
mg every thing o well to which he set his hand ; in fact,
fier, there is no such thing as luck, as we have ubserved
it;and as we shall have occasion, again and again, to ob=
tintelling this story. - Let us learn therefore to thank
P’f ,V::(slun"(ét t;)"“than‘g our stars, or to thank fortune, when-
‘-ﬁedonly gcsg ﬂlf}_gny thmg; for wh.:?-.tever it<be, we suc-
T e fLord 18 w.n:hf us in t‘ha‘t_thmg. R

it e’“‘f);‘s‘;ﬁizcs, ot?ml mlyrh iavour 1mn msvmastfr‘ 8 &q}ght
it )uta' e Oiie.l seer of i}ae }}\ou:e, and all that ‘E ot
‘Im b lil\altntC)] e ]]le}u;'\‘. Such was the confidence
Obimgelf b,utt %t a°tl Potiphar seems to have done nothing
fhe Hew,n‘ot O0 ha\ve eft 1t’all to:Joseph; for we read, t‘hz}t
6 which ught that he nad, save the bread that he did
foid v, 1 as to say, that he knew indecd what

m-at his own table, dn order that he

- 1S a5 mucl
{ :Vas et before
U as to all the rest of his dfxirs, he knew
ut them. ‘ ' ’

-

efy

X
i

et s

Ing abg

eV ough P :

Wlimgel glt P?]Uphaf might be - wrong 4n doing so litde
Ytl‘ustevg at an honour was it to Joseph to be thus

Ui d : have known s$ome common servants: §

N s, who, 1 being" i
B 8 3 Py being very rewparkable for their |




10 1reStory of Josepk and his Brefhyey,

faithfulness, have risen first to be Upper Seryans
even to be stewards to their masters, ke Jose in] o
‘sct out with doing first one little thing well. ang ti})lc 18 b
and so they hgve gone on till they have had very igfmth“";
trusted to them, and have got into places of prod; igsssum!.
fidence ; and if it were not for the number ofser§ants CO}?".
pretend to be very trusty when they are not so, the s‘or?ozv
case that1 I am speaking of would probably happen
oftener than it does. O

‘c /} nc.i it came to pass,’_’ says, the scripture, “from the i
that Potiphar had made Joseph overseer in his house, th
the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house tor Joseph’s sake; mf
the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had, boh iy
the house, and m the field.” : |

What an encouragement is this to take good people ino’
our family ; for God, perhaps, may bless us for theirgks
Such a good man as Joseph is a blessing wherever be gos.

But nov: comesa new scene in the life of Joseph H:
prosperity was great; but the greatest prosperity is someine
suddenly interrupted. Potipher had a very wicked wiftas
¢ she cast her eyes”” very criminally on Joseph. JOS‘?P’“‘]'L;;
deed was ““a goodly person and well-favoured;” and ths vy
goodiiness, or beauty of his, proved a misfortune tohlm.};
How foolish then are those persons (whether young mi

. A 4 Weils
young women) who think, that to be handsome and wel
-$NEG Jt may tunoth

Par
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i ;fﬁ looking, 1s one of the greatest blessings. S o
*{ f[ perhaps, to be the greatest snare ; it may prpvetlexhcase  ‘
il lamity thatever yet befel you, as happened it o anjust”
ik Tt appears, that Potiphar’s wife, the wicked WOBE

: Pl il 3 e : ? and tied1e

now mentioned, ¢¢ spake to Joseph day by day, { said vt
peatedly to seduce him ; ¢ but Joseph refused, a}:l ot whatit”
his master’s wife, Behold, my master OPRCW‘”l gnthehaﬁkfi
with me in the house,and he hath comn_llfteq alhtu:e (han
to my hand. There is none greater 1 this bzt thee, %8
ncither hath he kept back any thing from mL'I’ 1o this o
ccanse thou art his wife. How then can
wickedness, and sin against God !’

Here let'us stop, in order, to co
wtriking parts of the character of Jos
«st manner, tempted to sin by a wic
siiso hope for her favor, if he consente

nsider o€
eph. Hels) !

i
. he Mp
ked womafto dr@dh;

d: he had




FSTary o] Joseph and fs mrerkren. 1T

efused: every thing united to make the temp-
M e he was invited by ner, not once only, but
utoh strloagé}n. not publicly, so as to endanger a discovery,
‘?uﬂilﬁsegrctl;r. By what means then did Joseph resist the.
| J

il i

sation 7 He resisted it, partly by reflecting how unge-

qnous 2 thing to.wards hi§ master it:f would bfsAto yield, and
s also by saying 0 himself, as he also said to the WO~
i “How can I do this great wickedaess, and sin against
0ol 1" :

| Joh knew that the eye of God was upon him at all
s, and in all places ; and I have no doubt that he had
g aoted under the influence of this knowledge., What
mitthat had made him such a faithful steward ot his mas-
ipoods ¢ [t was his being aware that God could see the
migtdishonesty in him, and that Ged's eye was upen
tmeen when his master’s back was turned. And what
ittt now made him resist another kind of temptation!
s thesame principle of regard to Almighty God. This
fl’s‘;’?é’]ﬁa:eeﬁgzs tolhave been very powerful in him, and
. used'e:] a ways{at hand. Jeseph (I warrant you)
4 0 pass days amd bouis together without

ki o
ﬂ.k_ll“g"f _GOdaA as some people do. Had this been the
51 quiestion wheher

ter of b temptations.
L ARow Jet e o

i ne reque
; Phand to try themse
Uiounselyes, i

st my readers to take a hint from
lves in the following manner. Say
mb““hatof(;o:{ zilm L secret? ’VVhat am I when no
m?‘[d]o\v-creamms'll[?-r}l] me ? When on the one hand
ISare opy s;;(:]I;\ H%S me to sin, when my own mc’h—
W{»when g side, thq a present opportunity
ity c ’fb no danger of discovery, so that my re-
o1y the iﬂuileo,-e?\rég ‘Zheﬂ my \VQI’](IE)’- interest will not
L S » but will rather be promoted by it;

! S]Ortﬁ 5 .
b . aingt ; : :
figjs noct: * 283108 al] thege temptations which beset me,

| 15| to
iy ) 8 10 oppose by

* S =Y - = | -
mmthe Vietory r:h; fear of God so strong 1n me as
U\ Qv 1] - : .
_ £ able to conquer my temptations,
’ V % - . .
Wing, s To 8% circumstances, and condition in
£

seph did, « [ i
ok ) ow shall T do this ereat
P ma Tagainst God 3’ <

’ . . p K
1y of us, ¢ . NOW this is true religion.
0 fay, g 10 Complain of the difficultiey of

» WAt we ’ :
we have not learnmg eneugh to

e s .

he would not have vielded to one or-

e fear of God in the heart,
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Be@e 12 T Story of Josephang is Bregp T

unders anrl.it; but, sul’e}y*, that feé},'of GOdWthhhag
spoken of is very easy be understood. T only wigh &
as easy to be truly felt-  Some there are whoyfan}
sclves religious, because they attend at Jreligi‘m‘
worship ; because they understand well some religiy
trines ; .b;cau e t}‘:ey remember to have once eXperieny
tain religions feelings, or })ecau.se they have now
oi religious phrases always in their mouth, L§tsuchg
2iso try their irreligion by the same test. Doesiten
to conquer your sins ¢ When all things' seem to i
the side of sin, does vour religion in any measure enabley
to get the victory ! Secret self-denial, secret conguesg
ourselves, secret preference to God above all the
secret consciousness of having been enabled, by Gods
to overcome our temptations, and of having, like]Jose
firm to God and duty, in times of peculiar and repeate
these are some of the proofs of true religion ; these
of the best evidences of our being in a state of grace,
value these evidences above any comfortable fiames
ings ; and thev are more in my cpinion, than a
fancies, or impressions, that our salvation Is sure.
if vou hope to stand undismayed before God onf_bf’
day of Judgment, try yourself by this test. We rei8
little in scripture of Joseph’s religious oplrnfms;'»(ﬂ"t
these arg unimportant) we gead nothing about the pa
time and manner of his first becoming 1<3’}1.'g10115’;\76
a word about ¢the religious form ofworsl‘zlp‘f’h‘dz]h
ed, nor about the religious party that hifo'l}l'owis';sted
religious name he bore; but we read, that Ii}‘;ﬁs'a(v
temptations; and that both in his prospenty &8 Tsha
he was faithful to his God : and we find aiso, 8 S5,

: . . _ . had Used i
sently shew vou, that although his Brethren irably 0

. | i ari
ry ciuelly, yvet he behaved very kindly ?qd;(}l]'over them
J - o 5 o . o !C 16 e, ’
themn, and forgave them freely; a‘t}'d et I may e
hen Mav rav religion be like s ;and ey
them good. May mv religion’ve bofh of hir
L 4 1 21 %7 .
knowledee, which God hath given me;) Jdo his wilk, ¢
of a Savior, make me the more earnest &« called
L T TR : Tyerewith T aim 50
walk worthy of that ¢ vocation wiclt Jc o PSS
But to refurn to the S‘i’ifi"/“”(‘ﬁ';}?]-lilscef o do bis
[ BNt T he no e
this time, that Joseph went mtot house *fh_‘?

F ~eq of the
and there was none of the men: of

ey
e

o

\‘..




uistory of J oseph and his Brethren. s |
I')Oépﬁay’s wife caught him by his garment; and he left

arment in her hand, and fled, and‘ got hm3 out. - And it
B hen she saw that he had left his gorment 'in

pe 10 pass, "W

d.and was fled forth, that she called unto the men of
n ) a11{ g

e, and spake unto them, sayin % See, he ]}3()1;‘)1‘012 ght
Hebrew unto us to moc.k us ; (or to offer an 1nsult to
11 cried with a loud voice, and it came to pass, whe.n
d that.] lifted up my voice, ar}d cried, that 1‘1e left h.ls
anent with me, and fled, and got him out. And she laid
phis grment by her until his lord came home ;.and they
feunto him according to the same words ; and it came to
s, when his master heard the wolds of his wife, ‘that his
it was kindled.  And Joseph’s master took him, and pug
fothe prison, a place where the king’s prisoners wete
.and he was there m prison.”

ita change ! instead of having the command of cvery
in Potiphar’s house, where he was leoked up-to, and
tel, he is shut'up in prison among thieves, and othen
Mr,‘suspectedpersom. And why was he thus shat up ?.
| ,mgwr(.mg! No? but for doing right. It now and
ﬁﬂllappgns.,m .this world, that a man suffers for fulfillin g his.
il ltsamstake to suppose, that virtue here below is:
Wpisownreward.  Reader, if you act ever so right, L
;g‘;;nrlff }'%l{l_ that in this uncertain world you }Vi'il be
+ Your conduct may chance to be misrepre=
50 ot sufficiently understood, . Some enemy may

~

re s : % 1 T .
gg“’zome false and hallow friend, or Jlover, whe is’
g's‘fo':n Zda hay turn against you.. Some oney whose
ﬂn’ben(\:] 05¢ Interest you may. haye waounded, throagh
o (I“Ttue and integrity, may set -himself up as.
S8y come and give false evidene against
y char ” A Y 1
ot has tried {
o all the sing n t}
- Ltug [eg

n vain to seduce -youand from
g 1€ world, you are happilv. the mast

10 o for hir:farvom this part of the. story of Joseph to
1o, aboyt oﬁiugli aild not to care. _S.()‘H}UCH, as . we

[0 50 tq iy Axil-lxctc;f?t' with ourvfd‘o:\v c\r?at’m'es.,
“0te, thap, to Tiy M, like Joseph, for thesake of a good
€10 sin” yyith

- raldce ‘
g, ) fyen thgugh we

Potiphar’s wife, in the
shoyld contiive to! live in

! érsoﬂhimse]fge you, pessibly, with the very sin taswhicl-

\
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14 The St ory of J oseph and his Brethren

We before remarked, that when I

to Potipher, and when his affairs )
vaen i 's seemed at ()

¢ the Lord was with him, and blessedh; |
mthesight of Potipher hismaster,”” T} and gaveinjyy
edfavor in hisformer distress shewcdh'CSZlImCGOdWhOShW"
for when he hiad pot into F:ricon 0 e same fayor
, - # o sUll, W€ again read that okt
Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him g]er y thﬂ
favor ia the sight of the keeper of the :y,andgavcﬁlm;
keeper of the prison committed to Iofeph’SIl::i.aHAtEStze:
;](;nejtsq t}]‘.at g’ier.e xr.xﬁ the' p‘nso’n, and \xib:v.tever. they did thgu,
was ;10 loer of it.  The keeper of the prison lookedm
to any thing that was under his hands, because the Litfs
“”fil Eiﬁg,l;zi? :E wh} El) h(g difl the l,.c}n:d made itto proget”
oy Fot' to pass, a t'cx;these things, that the butkf
1e King of i.gypt, and his baker, had offended theirlodiie
king of Egypt,and Pharach was wroth against them, adpl
th.em into the prison where Joseph was bound ; and e
tain of the guard charged Joseph with them ;and they drnt
a dream, both of them, each on one night, and Joseph cant
in unto them in the morning, and looked upon then i
behold they weresad ; and he asked them, Wherefore ik
so sadly to-day? And they said unto hi.n, We have dreneds
a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. And]osﬁphs?‘d?
unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God ! TC““‘F:f
them I pray you.” |
Inancient times itpleased G od-oceasionally tosenddeimiy
in order to make known future events ; but let not a8} i
therefore suppose, that by the help of dreams he can diveind
futurity now. . In the days of Joseph, men wei¢ ”‘mh"?tf
darknessand ignorance concerning thetrue God. Jesus Z:
had not appeared, the New 'Testament had not been wnttog
nor as yet eventhe Old.  Signs and wonders Wit the;e )
used, in order to prove that the God 0”9551’!1 wasdfls il
God. But now we no longer need signg and W(.)f“ :’n;»
the holy scriptures plainly deglare him to us; and ]bla t)l(\al'
should now follow his dréams, it is more than Pmba Cag
doing so he would be obliged to d_iSTCgal'd SC”pmri’ in ‘
own common sense also, It is worthy Of](e‘f:?irc}; rol

S0ld a5 3 gy
¢ wonit,

that soon after the law of Moses was gl\/ﬁc"-},1 1) peopt
short ofthe revel®ion made tous by Jesus&™ /& g

llowying $0B

expressly warned to beware, lest by f0
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The Story of Joseph and his Brethren. %

5, they should forsake that God who was now made
foown to them ; foritis written,1n the 13th chapter of Deu-
wmomy.  If there arise among you a dreamer of dreams,
m'nomL,ct us go after other Gods, and serve them, even
-:;y;ngh. e sign or the wonder shall come to pass, yet thou
[ ,h:)ltgnot go after that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your
[l hereby proveth you to know whether you lov_c the Lord
,gﬁrGod," and will ¢¢ serve him and cleave to him.”’

But ta return to the history of JOSCP].L God, it seems,
hng special mercy for him, and having great designs in
iwand having first sent two remarkable dreams to Joseph,
umsent two other dreams to the chief butler and baker of
g Pharaoh, who were in prison with him, and enables him
hitterpret them,

" dnd the chief butler told his dream te Joseph, and said
libim, In my dream, behold a vine was before me, and in the
e were three branches, and it was as though it budded, and
it blossom shot forth, and the clusters thersof brought forth
;‘i‘gr’;PCS; a?d Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I took
fnfu p;stani)hp’ssc? them Into Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave
- “Apd O fharaoh’s har}d.. ;

.\ M Joseph said unto nim, This is the intérpretation of

i ihe three branches are th 3 by 3 :
i Pharaoh i, up t}‘zlc re¢ days ; yat within three days

o g T }:‘c?d,}azld restore thee: unto thy place;
B e thod aol’s cup into his hax}d after the
W it o] 1, o w't}lxl IWast butler. Bl}t think on me
00 e o Il< thee ; and shew kindness, I pray
iy Out,of R n}? e mention .ofmc unto Pharaoh, and
H30len 170 outi)f Slfle For indeed, (added Joseph) ¥
elone nothy s 11“ and of the [—Iep_rews._and here also
L Now whe, t% a} they should put me into this dungeon.’™
W04 ¢ chief baker sav that the mnterpretation

1 , .

) Thag thrceu\?;]?;go}wph’ I also was in my dream, and
| . & hasl: ; :

m0st basket (o g a?i kets on my head, andin the up-

\ ;and thc .

irds did eq; t}rjmumer of baked meats for Pha-
b 0 Joserh “tm out of the basket on ny
tion thera 'pt ‘Mewered and said, ““This is the interw
G ree day“halfsg three b:}skcts are three days; vet
i) hang haraoh lify up thy head from off thee,,

the birds shall eat thy flesk:

of dream

N o0g
»Q& lhcc'.” €% on 4 trec: and
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16 T/’e Story of Joseph and. his Brez‘hzen

144
And it came to pass on the tmld day, thch was
raoh’s birth-day, th at he made afeast unto all b
and he restored the chicf ‘\uug. unto his but]ershl“sserv
he gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand ; but hep}?ﬁm
chief baker as ]ode”‘l had interpreted *o them, y %e‘
the chiet butler remember Joseph.” g

m-r”s T -y e Stercwern

PART I &

(i
N

JOSEPH DELIVERED ()UI“OI PRISOI

AND INTERPRETING PHAR xon DREAM.

POOR unhappy Joseph ! we left him in pnson, whe
think he must 1ave had a very anxious time, for whot@
tell whether it might not be his cwn tmn net to be
i o out and hang ed as the chief baker was ! and vctpelhapsﬁ1
‘8¢ inight be some ray of hope that he might, fike the Chlf‘;bj
- fer, get out and go back to his ofhice. “All such hopes, 10
ever, soon vanished, for though i Pharaoh’s bnth daym

on W‘"l(h ¢ he made a feast to all his servants, VCHth

tler
fiaTholid 33’ to Jogeph; and though the chief bu t,leg
scttled m his ¢ hisf butler: sl P againy 3‘” was givitg

mtthc
every dcd;’ mm kn"r Pharaok’s mnd ¢ yet did 1 i

N )

butler remeipber J‘C‘”“ 7% vementmth
']. WO \\/h() e X' 33!(, I 2SS ((1 Wi iﬂ“bt. (’)“T 1mplC lt gﬂ

’ f1me
peot prisonei’s conditiol : now, i1 all this time - tod
sliould not have conti!

rv

»—4 (_)

strabge that the chief l()‘lu Er'S ey u“& nad ]oscPh
a Vi’()ld in his favor: for how won nowaﬁ%

CctO!'ftflOﬂ toOn
eImi W-’” (,ki b

told to th(‘d\]gﬂ)bt,«\“ his
too had’ l.sJ entrgated to be rem
of liJS p}uﬁwr‘fv gl‘v!\‘}l i come! ! - ‘
the parting wolds of Joscph, 05 eV U8 L ipe el
¢¢ But think of me, 3 “eaid he o= ywiren | 4 o d OB
thee, and shew kindness, 1 pray thee, Uﬂou
men-ion of me to Pharach, and biing n]’*endo
for, indeed, T-was stolen '1wavoutof the 1

0
at they v 8
and here also I have done nothing g th ]

hen fh
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},qto the dunigeons— Yet did not the chici Gutler remember

oy b} = .

-'I,gr}}:h!ihowiusta picture 1s this of a great part of mankmdr!
Tlearemanv of us apt, while we are faring well ogr?clvea,
lotke no thought about those that are poor. and sreds, :;md
npison. Itipleases God now and then to let one or ofher
fwrissup inthe world, upon which we go away and for-
gtill our old companions, -some of »whom, pertiaps, most

aoedingly need a helping hand from us ¢ we are grown gay

3

| udmerry, or busily engaged among our new friends, so that

iequie forget our old ones ; and then. as to any ipre est
ihch we have got with the great, we feel so much in 4 we
il above us, we are so soft, and smooth, and civil, when
et in their presence; and so unwilling to say any thing
hiChmay possibly give offence, or which may chance to
tour own nterest, t,hat_we dare not spezk a word in favor,
M0 the most mjored character, but we dismiss him from
Wloghts, just a5 the chief butler dismissed Joseph from
Hitmembrance, |
e o pagg, however, at the end of two full vears, that
[ .og Pe ?ir:;)rhsdreamed a drcam-‘-—-an:i behold there cameup
by vd'iﬁez‘éen well favoured kine, and f;at ﬂes‘tned, and
Vil e ill-faow. ] And behold seven other kine came
mwe“'famred :gfﬁ’ am‘l.lean-ﬂeqhed, andldld eat up the
i i and beh ‘] {dt kine. - And Pharaol dreamed the
i g and g ;J( Seven ears of corn came up upan nne
4] i, égev(? h{\nd seven thin eurs sprung up after
Uiy p €1 thin ears devoured “the seven strong
: raoh awoke and beholdit wasa dream.”*
‘ tobe done? the king himself is troubled
Mtn fhe momn;( . €ame to. pass,” says the scripture,
i gyl & ?g ]the kmg’.s SpITit was troubled, and he
i (h.ereof, i apl‘t '€ Magiciang of Egypt, and all the wise
e thag coyl Araoh old them his dreams; b t there
-e»r’f(’ritw‘ Herpret them to Pharaoh.”’ 1A nd i

a5 the pyr - :
ggzlle magiéianspg;plse ot God to confound. ! y this
L iy

g R tO gl - E&ypt, in order that the kg

r"“t,en.Came ' e‘nkén‘erm'etatinn of it from Yasenh,
: e C I 1 a .

b ’hr'em'embErm ef but]er and spake unto Pharaoh-

et SCrvantg i3 lts this day; for Phavach was

y ail . . : - <
Pgt M€ ward in the captain of

{ 7716 SZory of Jaseph dnd his Brethren. . , ],57

" P T yepr Ly B, 2R, | s IV oAy -
oL e X AR Rt T

o S e - T A by 0




- stored unto mine office, and him he hanged,” d

418 4 NG DI0TY OF JOSEPR ang p Brety
hren,

ghe guard’s house, both me and the chief

]:eame(! a dream in one night, T ang he‘e‘. baker, gy,
there with us a young Hebrew, servant of th 0d- theya
guard, and we told him, and he interprey © captajp of

3 Ed to 4
And it came to pass as he interpreted so it v:’;smlrdmm.
g hep,

—_——

1 o by oo meclligence was this to Pharch,
‘ righten up at ence ypop | “

164 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph PR v
him hastily out of the dungeor. And }?e ;h&nd they by
<hanged his raiment, and came in unto I)halg\zﬁi1 hlmsel
When this great eastern king command . X

to be lost in obeying hi : ’ Mgl
obeymg him. For twolong years had Joseph gy

made to waltin prison for his deliverance, but Phan }Y "
hardly wait two minutes before ]oscph,’ whose aoe:mi
had be.come quite forlorn and wretched, must bebrgg :
fore him shavad and dressed, and fit for the reyal presgenca
‘“ And immediately Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I b
ilrleamed a dream, and there is none that can interpr’etit, il
1ave heard say of thee, that thou canst understanda e
to interpret it.”’ :
_ Pharaoh seems not yet to have understood by whose b
it was that Joseph was enabled to interpret dreams. Jog
had no more skill in these matters than any other m,
he was the servant of God, and it pleased God, for hioi
purposes, to give to Joseph by miracle the power of i
preting the drean: of Pharaoh. Acecordingly Joseph ausves
Pharaoh by saying, ¢ itis not in me, G od shall g'wetoP
raoh an answer of peace.” Thus Joseph takes noneof ¢
glory to himself, as a proud person would have been gAY
do, but he gives it all to God, to whom alone it Wit
Pharaoh then, ina very exact mannct, relates his two et
to Joseph. o
_ “¢ And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, the dream 18 one,th,‘
is to say, the two dreams signify one and the same e

==

. =

o a.n»d God hath shewed Pharaoh, by means
he isabout todo. The seven goo
30 also the seven good ears of corn are seven
is one. And the seven thin and ill-favore
up after them are seven years, and the ScV
corn are also seven years, and these last 10

1 kine are seven Y& 0
years, thed®
0 {4

4 kine that &%

en empty
fy seved J#°°
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19

me This, therefore, is the thi
‘;behold there come seven VGZ: hn;.g which God i
"elland qf Egypt, and there SS]C; lgrea_t plenty t}llsr about to
o fimine.  Now, therefo; ; ,‘;l | arise after th oughout
huh ook out 2 man LY continued em seven
ndof Egypt, and 1 creet and wise Joseph, <]
1 ) et him a . > and set ¥ et
tngffhfffthefood of the ppoint officers Fa Al
,‘andltshallbefm- e gOOd years and 19 an.d let them
i that the land may 1 gainst the seven ay it up in the
i seemed good ‘illoiperlsh. And };]ears of famine
ts;la:]d iharaoh said tlnztoe };3_}’63 i Phar;o(}althing which
b o this Tos 1S serv and of hi
;ﬂni Pharaoh] sa?gh‘;n?()f}’an in whgglrszhcﬁn we ﬁx?d a}lllls
vte?au this, fl OSeph, i e Spil‘it of
m:}(j)rding tothy \v:)?-g Ss}lla]]]t thereforraéni]uch as God }(Ti(t)l(]l_
e il b T oy b T g
A g ffom his iagggatex than tf]@ie.o ple be rule%,l .l%usle’
i i vestme , and put it on and Pharaoh s
Wsnek, 1 m“t]S of fine linen on Joseph’s hand e
1, and they :(.e him to ride and put a gold L 30d
'f" tuler overr;?]d })efol'e him 1'; the second c]fba}m
o OSeph, I the lanc , bow the k ariot
whish a_.m Phal'aoh d of Egth. e knee! and
and or f b , and s And Ph
ootin all the lwﬁhollt me sh EﬁaOh
and o a
of Eg}’pt," no

Tonderfy|
ity 1
us‘lever he wag : Iexaltation of
e f py oo HC had b Joseph! he i
oh efore been th lg 8
e first ma
n

0 the f s chi

b ouse of Pharaeofhcaptain, but he i

1€ master .hﬁ‘“:?e]f: he isl3 s now the

oo ingdom of Foo the fi greater than

1t wy 8¢t to admjr EgYPt ISt person n

d‘ief sel.v: GOd that I'“'e the g()o;] o LSS

?Om beinm of ,POtip}?;S.ed him ﬂ‘OI:]‘qu\;lc.lenCe of God

»J’ﬂ\eLordgaPrlsoner 'y and it w eing a slave t :

. 'aS tl]epsal’ .to be ruler as (JOd thf!,t Iift g

oy ) tha?verka” Egvpt ;
ma 'eth ]‘ic‘h o —
5 and

Mofthe 4o, P2 3Nd ca
. steth do\v“ H
3 e taketh

3
o1 get by ust, g
{e_n h]m with nd hfteth
; the o the
pr poor out of the mi
mire,

e“i‘
(e t
1 Ople‘ “ 1§ tr[]e h Inces
‘, ea 3 ) " e SO . ? eVen 7.
| Hev;?ess, thes, 50 do?:,en"‘es aﬂiic“ts] th the princes
% sy, y fall 4o n (as it is saj even his mo
8 themn ey 2nd the said) their he .
; L ere is n arts
oneg to |
1elp

Q be evi
b evil entreated throuch
4




20) The Story of Joseph and his Breh
ren.

tyrants.”  But at length Ne ¢ brings ,
and out of the shadow of death, %dg breeli? Out ofdgjy
sunder.”’—¢He leads them by a way wh?nbs }tl“elf borg;
he .makes darkness light before them as;d‘-ct C’Vj\know
,+;ti‘a§f,” and thus ¢¢ though heavincssme)ly endurroofed d?l
yct joy cometh in the morning. ¢ or angh
¢« O praise theeLord then ye servants of his ! () gt
name of the Lord ! blessed be the name of the L.ord pfr:w?
rime farth for evermore ! for he preserveth the x:/a 02??
saints, and hath been ever mindful of his Covenant,”geg,‘
Noah fiom thegwaters of the flood, he broughtforth riéhm‘ﬁ
ous .Lot out of Sf)dom, he preserved Shadrach and Hisee
panions in the fiery furnace, aud Daniel  in the lor'sds
Te ¢¢delivered David his servant from the peril oftheie
<¢ He shewed also his ways unto Moses, and his worksug

the children of Israel.”” 1t was ¢ He also that causeda

in theland of Egypt, anddestroyed the provision of beal
he sent 2 man before, even Joscph, who was sold fora st
vant, whose feet they hurt in the stocks : the iron enteels
his soul—until the time came thathis cause was heard. i
the king sent and delivercd him ; the prince of the peoped
him go tree, he made him lord also of his house, and rulﬁ
all his substance.” | 8
But let not any of my readers suppose, that ]osephilg

to be admired merely for his greatness, and that flhehig
his finger, and the fine vestmenton his back, & yt i
chariot in which he rode, were the chief things hcz“}a:p
with. Joseph was a great man undou’ote.(ﬂ}’ilb:a-r[ﬁlyge
good as he was great, and, indeed, .wphat 1s_aal i
ness unless goodness is joined with 1t* It s gkmg il
ninister Of & 56U

my opinion, to wish to be a prime mIMSEE T - iyl
‘ 4 T would rather beaP |

mere honor of it, an L e greatst B8
is of some wuse mn the world, then be ¢ by Mg

2 -v1CE. &
g 1d de e special serv \-
Furope, unless I could de some Sf e self v

ness., ]chph p[‘OCC‘Cf}S ﬂlrtt}tlly to d'qtely weﬂt oul
A, 0 -Gy T S ¢ £or he immedid

in his new :Et(a'tlon.1 f'JF" Hed throughom bil
prescace of Pharaon and travelied B ¢ forth Dl
in the seven plentious yeat

s, the eartl rou
fuls, and he gathered up al :
the food of the Geld which was 1 d. i
he up in the samc;and he gathcrc

-
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4 il he left numbering. And after that S(?VGIE»-
n.ss were ended, then the seven years ok
goof plentcous” ™ sccording as Joseph had said. And
ega (0 ‘Comg’riod anto Pharaoh for bread ; and Pha-
peonle of E%ﬁgfn Go unto Joseph, and Joseph opened
hSald anto ¢ and’ <old unto the Egyptians."
stofe'hop;e;’ ¢ m readers have by this time almost forgot
[ amaffal E ? rgf]oseph’ and his eleven sons, who were
g awp’-th?m:lethe Jand of Canaan, at sBme distance from
i wx{llhlélgl;ﬁne of the last seven years was such as to be
1Pctl flt even in their country. “1Thfin]J?COb sax? unto
as, (whose countenances were all cast dawn orll 1t Il(;l oc-
) Why do you }oqk ene upon another ; behold 1 have
b that there is corn in Cgypt. Get you down th‘.th.el‘“
Balbuy for us from thence, that we may _Lv(: and not dlC;'
lidJuseph’s ten Brethren went do T accordingly to Eg ypt.’
it enjamin, being now the father’s fa.vorite, was not suf-
el go with them, for old Jacob said, ¢ Peradventure
bone mischief will befal him.”’
| "Aad when the sons of Jacob arrived, Joseph was the
o ofthe land, and he it was that sold to all the people.

e
B

b sy muchy U

fiehim with their faces towards the earth.”’

Uit time they saw Joseph, had said of him, *¢ Behold
iremer cometh,”? They then put him into the pit, and

:;e[}:le;’;m-l his 1;])arems, (who were 3igniﬁcd‘ by the sun,
“W,Wonder?sl? Si'num one day bI{)\V dpwn before hlm.'
-"Cl'}’meangltv}:‘ c]oes God accomplish his own purposes:
b i Swhich we take to dc?feat them, are SUil’lCtlm?S
1, ¥y God, in order to bring them about. Joseph’s

bilien thoy o)

ity that b : < 4 !,
°““Prevent°the’i y selling him for a slave, they
by this
‘paSS. .

.‘ Le.t 1o one

0 his

e 070 Way . ;
i 2031151 é'(; or, that he can, ¢ither by art or power,

B and 1 oo, 0T the counsel of the Lord, it shall

e 1 ¢ Wil bring it to pags.”? Bl T
. : th the
*hiy oy Gl p e Lord take

ct of theirs, that very prophecy was brought

B3

il Joeph’s Brethren came andbowed themselves down be-

: Oh!whatachange of scene ! These are the men, who,

050ld him for 2 slave, because he had foretold that these

I ever havmg to bow down before him ;'

then pr : S :
N presume to think that he can direct events

§5” ““he ordereth all things in

.
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- yeought to say, If the Lord will

heave d 1
o S;l abovg, and in the earth beneath ” « |
y, to-day, or to-morrow w 2 Go to oy
and continue there a year, and be will g0 intg suchow’
’ UV an ad‘
whereas ye know not what shall beyonn;]hsel\, and gey :l
e

—

arthaty”

Joseph’s Brethren, while ;
know Joseph, for he made tllxli(:z"g?? bowing down,
spake roughly, saying,—¢ Ye ; Strange unto they 4
ness of the land you R, r/i SpIes | o se the gyl
lord, bur to buy food are we co.me n\(}Vthey s, Ny, Iﬂ‘{'
frqm the land of Canaan: and beh;ﬂd e wre twelve By,
with our father and one ’is ke (;he YOunge_stisthisd;ié
are SPiCS 17 and then added ;e “nb Oseph sald ﬁgain,\{e,
proved, whether there be truth i ut. heteby shl il
ngnzrid fitCh h}is brother,while the 1"63;?31}.1:111%:1:;tiyno'“m'
| 1¢ kept them all in ward three days.” PR
after this lets them depart, o 1 ays. " Josept iy
them corn in their baps t:) cnc O e ed.; s e
come again, and redec-';gm the l:;;i)yth}:z??heé bliig?egfttge}?\fdlg
bringing the next time, their youn estybrother \’;','
}?w afl} this seems to have been dong by Joseph, for{\‘\)ea?:t
?0 rbce l(;e. s‘(’)(l)ljlc(;x(r;g every one of his brethren rour}d him, e
ted ld discover himself to them; and perhaps hews

to practice rather too much art, by his anxiely 0 4
them gathered together. :
ve;ghen .Tald josepl}’s Brethren one to another, ¢ Wet

1ily guilty corcerning our brother, in that we sw the a

uish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would 1k
ear; therefore behold also, his blood is required.ofus."

Oh! how dreadful isa guilty conscience | Tt will o
our sins to haunt us, years after they have been comi
Now, havenone of my readers ever felt the likekiod of terh,
in consequence of their having done something amisst 2%
the commission of a crime, did you never fancy, that 01
one you met, observed you; and that every commof act
was a judgment of God uponyou; and 1f any trouble
pened to befal you a long time afterwards, haveyov notlY
aptimmediately to imagine, that it had some ,CQ“ne.cnonw} :
your former guilt? Sin does not always leave this sgmgbc ‘ :

it, for some people are quite hardencd by their 0% n’.ﬂ'

—1
o




mry of Joseph and his Brethren. 9%

! . ofien does. If the sin be great ax}d dreadﬁﬂ., if it
ks 10" icular and extraordinary, like the selling of
fpsomet mgh thought of putting him to death, then, though
Eabrothef"’” ; away quietly, yet it is probable that con-
ql passke and cry out against us at last. In the
nce wil aw2 ears to me; that Joseph’s Brethren had no
r&cntcaseé 1ttoa§§ppose that the trouble they dreaded, was
" gr[?mt]heir having formerly sold their brother Joseph.
Y 1ot to have argued very correctly on the occasion;
[Wsc: 1 qid they, ¢ the anguish of his soul, and we
E 'lflsnot,hear and therefore now is his blood about to be
iwm;ired ofus.’;--But this was not avery sound way of rea=
| r;?,;n, forit was not clear that his blood was now going to be
| requi;)e’d ofthem atall. Tt was notclear thatany trouble whate
werwas about to happen to them ; and, even if some trouble
dould happen to them, their having once sold their brother,
tnot be the cause, but guilt is fearful. A man that has
oeuliscovered crime within him, is apt to feel unreason=
ik fiights and fears; his imagination becomes disturbedy
hcrgro'}. suspicious beyond all reason; he sees an enemy,
i a5 Joseph’s Brethren did, in his best friend, and the
iy ings that are for him, if they happen to go awkardly
biaday or two, are thought to be most dreadfully against
I, In short, a pe1son, whose conscience has become bur=
b with some great sin, has often no comfort in his life,
ailhe has fairly confessed it, and repented of it.
;vkgbzrslol??t:rha;l.]osel?h’s Brethren expressed their fright tham
b thel‘:lpn(‘)ltstvoll-lce, at}\d.obscrved to them, how he had
i, Therefor 0 luf t,t, 1eir brother, .and. they would not
05" Here o e, also,” says he, ¢ is his bloed required
e gta}llm we may discern, a picture of what often
e ﬁmc;gof(zsc \g;ho have been partners in 1mquity.
bl i hc uiltrmbl e comes, then those who have had -
bt i i% a0 begm to reproach the others for having
e Z demselyzs, g usmcsg. Like Reuben; they begin to
?o ¢ Care whay 3{1}' : ¢ Did Inot tell you at the ime
ety now vgzo; id, but you would not mind me, and
Delves, a4’y ave brought down all this trouble on
- Othingis'm()re C0t On yourselves only, but on me alse.”
| Ommon than for those who are all more or

] : B 4




p;‘z—-_—,!:—__j.:-w?—w ﬁe S:?ory. 07 J Osep?z (md his Bre thfen'-
less, joined in the same crime, ro fal] '
anotier for 1t after\ards. "
Joseph overheard all this conversation among his
and he turned himse f about from.them ang WfP’ami
ed ta them ag.:in, and communed, (or had Con":il‘saf
means of an interpreter,) with them, and togk fro
Sm}em], and bound him before their €yes, ]OS“
g conmanded that their sacks should be laden with o n
1 - . : &
| that every wman’s money should be restored into hie;‘m«i
‘ l&
4

UL and reproggy

el
190, by
m ey

ph thy

which: being done they departed ; and as one of themopen‘
'« his sack to give his ass food at the inn, he espied the mog
for beiold it was inhis sack’s mouth.  And whenhe
. his Biethren, all their hearts failed them: and they sif gy
i* to another, ¢ What is this that God hath done unto
ki Here again, their disposition to take a fright seems toluy
' shewn iself, [ suppose they now thought that some jufp
. ment of God would fall upon them in their way homeu
. account of the same sin of selling Joseph. R
. And they came unto Jacob their father, and t01.d hmva]lf‘g
| that had befallen them, saying : ¢ The man who s lord o
. the land spake roughly to us, and took us for spics; ‘&l_dwbce .,
i said unto him, We are true men ; We are no Spiset.
;
:

twelve Brethren.” Methinks it would be some rche{ltg}l
Joseph’s Brethren, to tell their father how harshly theyecttd”
been spoken to, and how unjustly they had becn ;\;SSpsome;:
when they were in Egypt : for whenever 2 mattlo‘anvthingj
great and real sin on his mind, he 1s g‘ad,“g tunz,ertheicss,hf??
right, or innocent in his conduct, in which, neve

: 2 d uSEd ‘thtll'f'v‘

has been accused of sinning. ]13C0b1’5 sz:]svéﬁmdbefm““ :
ol i I : , t they tiemse! ¥

fatherili in selling Joseph, bu ‘they went 0 huy com o

i1l on, the old man’s account, when 1 arefore, (0 k0
J'niim n Egypt. It would be a cnmfprt, tﬁ:rsincgi ol
him of what they had suffered for his Safm" e il which 5.
seem to make amends m some measﬁiﬁ ;
they were conscious of having dom?‘.n 5
Let us beware, however, c.)fdxsg}ll}&;litgmav be truethit
ling on some smaller point, 11 whic! ! onshift of Wit ]
are innocent, To do so is one of t'h?c:é) 25 not 10 haYe Sf)l::':
ed men, and there are none s6 Wi€ caI; duell with plcaill '
part of their conduct on which theY_ Sih R
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i hen Joseph’s Brethren proceeded to explain to their
| Bat et he lord of the country had commanded them
fuler howgim their brother Benjamin, and how he had de~
"f-;ﬁ:oﬂ 25 a pledge or hostage on his account ; then

: he bitterness of his heart,i e:xclazmed. ““ Me hav.e
*preaved of my children ; ]osepm s nol:, a’n‘cf Sxx.nion 1S
ﬁoti’aﬂdye will take Benjamin awayv ; al | fh:w— Lhmbs are
e, BL.“ Reuben now came np. and dec az;‘;&d, that
if;ijamin,might bqt go wnh irhmr; ; Tt uld c,gc: the
ieof his own tWO infant rhl i, thit Benjamin should be
"}oughtback insafety ¢ And Ja ob said, my son shall not
' ,""dﬁwn With you, for his brother : ISCPLL 18 a]ready dead 5
imichief befal Bejanin also by e way, then shall ye

agmy grey hairs with sorrow to the graye.”
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The Stery of J osepk and hjy B)'e;kren |

PART 1V,

|

ALL these t”niz}gs are against me,” said 800d old fagg
when he was told »f whar had happened to His sonsjy Cotf-'"
for we may remember that they had been obliged by ]m‘.ﬂ;'
to legve thetr l')rothcr Stmeon behind them} and had evenb&n;“
required to bring Benjamin also. On hearing thisold]a@‘f
cried out, ¢ Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and yeyfl
take away Benjamin: all these things are against me!

Ah! how little did Jacobh know of the real naturcoffise
events which weie befalling him! The very things which :
said were against him, in fact were making for him, for iy
led the way to the recovery of his son Joseph, who hadbe
fost, and also to Jacob’s removal, with all his familyinbie
plentiful land of Egypt. I do not wonder, indeed, (}atthig
poor old man, howed down as he now was with agegdit
firmity, and deprived, as he had been, first of onederst
and then of another,sshould be unwilling to let his prest
favorite Benjamin be carried off into Egypt.—And ye, ¥l
could he do? The famine now again grew very sore itk
land, and at last, when all the corn from Egypt was el ihs
even Jacob himself is represented asasking his soms 05
again and buy alittle food. : d'dso;;;

¢ Then Judah spake unto him, saymng, The man tl #
lemnly protest unto us, ye shall not see my face, C-“Cgpuz, A
brother Benjamin be with you. Unless, ’therefore’ tac(:)bsai'
him, we will not go down into Egypt.’ Thenjouhada:
unto his sons, *“ Why did ye tell the man t%at zamincus;
brother?”” And they answered, ¢ The man ¢ ]il i,
closely about our kindred, and therefore WE tlo o bro
how should we know that he would bid us fctClOIpra}’Yﬂu;
to him?”” Then Judah said, very earnestlzl’, :
send the lad, that we may not all die, we and 0 ¢« [f st mis
and I will be surety for him.”” And Jacob izli}‘e best fruis
be so, do then as you desire.  But take Yde yrrh, ant?
the land, balm, and honey, and spices, 38 !rlhands» an
and almonds; and take double money 10 YOUT F

=

=

==
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atvou brought back in your sack’s mouths carry
poney gventure it was an oversight.' Take also your

g pcirtah vou, and God Almighty give you mercy before
bmmerwh {he may send away your other brother, and let

F"he{"a".’t ‘umalso,  1f T must be bereaved of my children
Bﬂﬂjamm return & S.‘ be b d.”

jeis no help for it, T must be bereaved. ‘

t, Thus id the sons of Jacob depart, all of them trembling
sihansiety and fear, and usmg many precaurnions to avoid
iing offence to the great person to whomath ey were going.
Now, this I may observe, 1s a picture of what sometimes
lpmstous.  God is perhaps preparing to favor us with

gne giat blessing, just as he was now about to favor the

dmiyof Jacob; but before he gives us possession of the

g, be leads us through some dark and dreary path, and

Iwefincy a great evilis coming upon us.—When, therefore,

Wiisopening the way to these new mercies, we hang back,

sy with good old Jacob, ¢ All these things are against

" But though loth to move forward, yet what can we

4 Some peril greater than that we had been dreading,

W5 W, if we make more delay. 'With a heavy heart,

';’r?;agqmplgming tongue, an.d with weeping eyes, we set

-'fdbuarrd;?efth}l,s pa.th, whxc}i 15, 1n fact, nevertheless, t]:xe path

iy Aagplg!'ess. Thus do we often quarrel with our

el oixr colx; It is, I take it, is a common case ; f9r what

y °W€n0t£ftamts’ but complaints against Providence ;

: 0 murmur, even at those very dealings of

{onden :
'mrg%dcf’ which afterwards prove the most remarkable for

Re?d?r, 100]( bac
_MS n lt, When y0

5t businegg
‘P_!"Smt of

k to your past life ; consider those sea-
u have been forced by necessity, on some
e fa;g‘ tWheln you have l)%ep hindered in your
0 0y S It€ plan, or contradicted in your opi-
iy iz, has iy NO‘Y and then perhaps your situa-
Ny e appea$€§med quite melancholy and” desperate ;
had o red to ﬂ}l'eaten you on every side, and you
b, wh tl);o: S}?d choice of cvils, just like these sons of
2t homye agdt }:hey had only to choose between a fa-
t’rWard; ¢ mere ill-usage in Egypt. And yet,
'.' 08¢ yer tlt)lr'oved that God was blessing you, by
ey T Hung, which were thought at the time

j; Joseph end hés Brethren. 97
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There are many, persons, I am persuaded
had their souls saved much in the same : .
= i s i ERLL . Way n Which
family of Jacob had their lives preserved, Theyp ti.
back and strugaled hard for a while agn?nsttimg 3ve hg

3 Sl - 4 03¢ very +he g
which have opened the way to their eterng] s °y Uing

. . alvatio - ]
have been dragged from a life of sin ang n 0 the

e ot
Iingly as ever Jacob’s sons were dragged fx'orﬁuégnz;:nm‘[&?
brought o the ﬁ'uxt'f’u.] land of Egypt.. For, Stl'ange’a:n-t‘[
may sound, bow unwilling are men to haye theirsoulssavi:
how unwilling at ]e.nsr, to take those means which are ab:o- ‘
]utelynecessary tor it ! How many servants, as wel| gy |
prentices, and others are there, who can hardly be persuaﬁg'f,
toattend at public worship, or at lesst, to give their miph
to it when they are there ; and yet, isnot this one of
means of salvation ¢ They must be forced to churchbythe_?
authority of their masters ; or by some necessity, almosy
urgent as that which dvove the sons of Jacob from Cya
mto Egypt | Again, how many children are there, ylg, |
though invited freely to a Sunday School, nevertheles bung
back froin going thither, as much as ever the sons of Jath
hung back from going into Egypt. Perhaps too, thei i
rents have at the same time been as unwilling to partwill
them through some false fondness or other, as everold Juob
was to part with his son Benjamin, though it provedafir
wards to be the making of that whole family. F i

Butlet us return to the story, - Joseph’s Brethrcn?ﬁ“’gj
from Canaan undera great fright, asT have already toldyouéﬁi
and they took double money i their hand, and they car;e,j
Benjamin with them, and having come down to Egyph#5

» Who haye ey

stood before Joseph. Now when Joseph saw t]legl,dandt; t
served that Benjamin also was with them, he ordere éat%r"ir'fl
dinner to be made ready, and he asked them mfcolﬁ‘;moncy:
And Joseph’s Brethren wereafraid, on account ot o
which they had carried off in their sacslcf;, ar:d rpheyvgze e
to Joseph’s steward, and said to him, ¢ O ! o il
down hither before to buy food, and it came tom}:nd e
when we got to the inn, on our way homf;, ‘Zfore et h
man’s moncy ix his sack’s mouth, and t 811‘]0 it
brought it hack to you. We cannot (el U8 E Sy
and we have now brought other money g 4
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the steward ¢2id, peace be to you, I had ;

y food And 4 hie brought Simcon out to them.”
L mOnE] 'fgseph came home, they drew near, and offered
| et which they brought, and bowed themselves
& before him. And joseph asked them of their
b o 20 your father well, the old man of
i - 52112 .is he yet alive? And they answered, Thy
 yhon JOU Sgathcr'is n gobd health, he is yet alive; and they
; W”“mdourn their heads again fO the ground. And Joseph
; b‘oweﬂ ?,se es and saw his brother Bcnjarhin, and said, 1s
3'hﬁ€d upr lour);gcr brother, of whom you spake to me ! and
fg\]'fnyfuurmyng to the lad, God(said he)be gl‘&:‘ciogs unto thee'.."'
:‘.",..'-]oséph was now much moved, for ¢ his bqwels did
o over his brother, and he sought to weep, and heenter-
{dlischamber, and wept there.” e
 Rigion does not deprive men (as some have imagined) of
fermatural affection and feeling, fqr ]o§eph was a reli glous
o, and yet how did he overﬂ.ow with kindness towards his
edren, 1t is also remarked in the New Testament, of one
- paterthan Joseph was, 1 mean of our Savior,on the occasion
fthe death of Lazarus, that ¢¢ Jesus wept.”” Religion re-
* pites, no doubt, all the natural feelings of men; but it does
0t destrov them.,
. Pesently afferwards, the meat was set on the table, and
| Bnjamin’s mess was five times as great as any other, and
 lyeatand drank together, and were cheerful.

'gilﬂ the pres

- Nowwhen the dinner was over, Joseph, who was still

4

anknownto his Brethren, commanded that ¢ all their sacks
; iould be filled with corn and that every one’s monev should
g;g?mbe putinto his sack, and moreover, that a silver cup
{_ p:]tngin{gstshph’s okwnf cup, should to get‘ner w;ith the money, be
°6methev ;Tac of Benjamin; and when the morning was

yall went away. And before they weie got far

lomthe oy : I8
»‘temwi%l_t!’ajt}seph sent hissteward after them,whocharged §%
‘:I’ey iﬂ]] Ih{ng stolen Josepl’s cup out of his house.: And 13
| mmetiately denied the chargs; and said vehemently, S5

| ][h A 4 . . - =9 Y *
l sel“d\‘a‘rhomsoevel of us it is found, e wiil agree that he

1& .
» and that we will all of us be your slave or (bond-

' m eh at b, |
, -ljamin’g s; . : > P o
A ! sack. T'hen they rent thairclothes ter grscf.

aded ¢ R b, : 2
m Yery man his ass, and returned to the city.  And

. pr 43 search being made, behold thie gup was found

o
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30 The Story of J oseph and

his Breflpey |
Joseph said unto them, "What deed j5 this th f
And Judah (the same who had promjseg ]acoag Y}f have gy
be surety for Benjamin) replied, What shyj; wt athewould;_:
lord ; God hatly found out the iniquity ik e Yuntomﬁ@
hold, we will now be bondmen to m . SCIvants, Be'
Not.so.: bqt Liein whose hand the cup i found Lie
Ben‘gamm) ne shal] be my slave and servant, Butagfor !
get you all away to vour facher in peace TS
e Whar a situation had these sons of Jacob g0t into poul
F Could any thing be more melancholy ang distressfy] | 2“’0.
i 1 _]acot.), Jacob f” z*hey;would say, ““ how shal] we EVer see th
‘& face in peace, if we bring no Benjamin back with us, Wl
' % do we remember the words which did break forth frop thee
F at parting with us. Jose.ph is not, and Simeon IS not, g
1| now ye will take Benjamin from me.” 2
¢ There is one reflection to which I beg to call the mindsof
' my readers in this place.  Jacob’s S0n§ are now accused yp
‘ - justly ; they are brought into trouble through no faylt ‘
. theirs ; whereas, formerly, they had committed a great sin;
¢+ -Imean that of selling their brother Joseph ; and had suffired
! no particular inconvenisnces from it-— They had-not sufferg 9
. when they did wrong, and yet now they suffer for doing
i right ; for they certainly, as I should think, did right ingoig
) ~down to buy comn for themselves and their aged father, and

"

even in bringing Benjamin with them, under all the circun-
' 'stances of the case. Let us for a moment stop here, and pix
|l lourselves in the place of these sons of Jacob. They might &
- now, methinks, be tempted to say, ¢ Surely, thgrc sm0
ke righteous govenor of the world ; for when we do right, Ws 1
80 only suffer for it; and when we did wrong, we all st g
" unpunished. We will not believe the.refore in Provzienccee: |
o all thinge happen alike to all; this world is gnverned byg\;:d',; 5
gl nay, and the chance is often in favor even of the, v}}lrcethren §
' Toall such profane reasoning, if [ had seen Joseph’s i
"L at this moment of time, I would have ax?swered, embgr
f ittle, I beseech you ; do not decide so hastily, for, remen no-,
i) ' -and-by, perhaps, yourin
L Jour story is but half aver. By-and-by, p gttt
L ence in the present matter will be cleared up, an c’ommiff“
l7ou know, your former sin, though long since com
| [nay come to be found cut.”
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1o his remark to ou.rselves. We often seem to
W}Zilc by some bad thu}g that we have done, or
aftfor? fer no present punishment. Our fraud, our
ot WESU '« of violence, succeeds for a certain time;
or our &€ ntly afterwards, we chance to get mto

iing,
L perhapsy PTESC ething, which on the wholereally scems

b The Siory

s

ity P
W wenour duty. Do you never feel tempted to dis-
ot Providence on such occasions ! If youare, I would
;bch_ﬂel';u 2 ] just now observed, that I would have said to
fyw’ZBr’ethren, Wait a-while, I beseech you. Remem-
{:epgurstory is but half over. Do not decide till you ob-
oeisue. Sec whether in the end you will not be sorry
fyery bad thing you have ever done, and glad of every
il through God’s grace, you have been enabled

i aright; and even though this should not be the case
b, it certainly will on the day of judgment.

Joseph discovers himself to his Brethren.

Mien Joseph had made this proposal of keeping Benjamin
tissaveor servant, and of sending the other sons of Jacob
min peace to their father, Judah came forward, and re-
ittalthat had passed in the old man’s house when they
iehinging Benjamin away. ¢ My father said to us,”
ol Judah, ¢ Behold 1 have had two sons, and the one
ifon me,” meaning Joseph, ¢¢ who is torn in pieces ;
[Ele ke this also away, and mischief befal him:, ye shall
:&“’,’,‘s‘:y greg heil;s with sorrow to the grave. Now,
Smax,ltogls .{u ;h, ‘let me abide instead of the ladas a
,Owsballly 2 ;andlet the lad go up with his I.S’ret.lzrer}.
b 'Bpin i ,;;aod}l‘};.;o my fgtller, seeing that his life 1s
¥ e o . 8 i e; and it s}]all come to.pa,s,s, when he
Then Tk co?ﬁd with us that he will die.
Rudly i o hml))t' refrain himself before 2ll them
g him,self . e bid every stranger to go out. Then
M, g Bown to his Brethren: and Joseph
g Jisep) sa’]; Eg.yptm.ns in the house overheard
W father vy nv;; ‘Xftg bis Brethren, T am Joseph.
$Wele to,b] dﬂ his Brethren could notanswer
¢d at his presence.”’

g g Bl e v o M i R i
N — S o i g
N g de e g ) 4R T ey
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: B"eﬂzren,.
No wonder that Joseph’s Brethrey WETE troghla ..o
speech. Oh! how bittera thing is sin, |, toubled 5
those moments which ought to be g 3
a gloom over our happiest hours ; ,
not loaded with the same gnilt, are giv: 95 Wiy
delightful feelings, it makes the ma.
his conscience to feel a double pan
both on account of the sfn itself, and also on account
regret at being unable to joinin the genery] 1Y thatis g
forward. | |
Joseph, nevertheless, comforts his Bretl
therefore,”” says he, ¢ be not grieved, nor angry il
selves, for God did send me before to ‘preserve all your g
SO Now, it was not you that sent me hither, but God.”
freely does Joseph appear, by this speech, to forgive
thren! Here is no malice, no hatred, no spirit of reyege:
no word even of 1eproof for ali the evil they had endeavou
to do him; but the injured person is himself the comfoteraf
those who had tried to injure him. Here, perhaps, soneos
may be ready tosay: ‘“True, Joseph did right to forg
Brethren, for we are all bound o forgive them thatts
against us; methinks, however, he might as well e
something to them of their sin, for the sake 9f ther o
good.”” I answer, that there is a time fo:'.all things, an
" this was not the time for Joseph to administer reprook
Brethrenwere likely, just now, to bccastdown., thOUgl}
much sorrow, and the thing they needed, at this momen#
therefore comfoit rather than reproof. Your_peopk’l":-
take all occasions to reprove, without regard to time, 0
e P 2y they mean onlyfol
or c'rcumstances, though they may say they ol
good by it, are apt to be harsh people. 'They i“’ gy
dulging their own spirity and thgugh thc;: m [};ogtomr'
themselves that they are of a forgiving tempet at
fact are not so much so as they think.
But I would observe further, that th ol
Joseph would, in my opinion, tend to aﬁcct‘t‘)what’» ey
Brethren more than the severest raproof. old for a shayed
would now say to themselves, ¢ bave wecsth}”s;
brother so kind, so generous, so excellent as us to cell b
did we know of him when we tQOk lu'got?ue characteh
How rashly did we judge concerning i |

‘s extreme kindis!
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intention in those words which gave us so
¢ was a better man than we, though we,all
o muchagainst him and even thought him nardl?r fit
"; ould here beg all my readers to take care how
ol kc‘:ﬂ of persons without due knowledge of their.
E spc«'i Especially I would advise you ro beware of
-d”?,fteaia one,on account of his having said or dene some-
g which hapjpens to wound your own pride, or to gl}\;e
‘pin»merfl)' (0 yoursclf. He may be a good man @n the
sl even though he should have erred in this particular;
ulyou may €1 more by the revenge you take for what he-
il that is offensive to you, than lve bras done by saving
i Tike heed, then, lest some day or other should come
Wt very person whom you are set against, shall have
licuracter cleared before all the woild, n spite of every
g youhave said against him. Take heed, lest you should
iedtokave been the greatestsinner of the two on thatday
fnyou shall each of you appear before God, and all his
Wages. O that we could all learn something of this
Mandaﬂ}:ctionate, and forbearing temper of Joseph, He
Hamirkable for it as he was for conquering those secret
s which [ before spoke of. :
J“"Ph baving discovered himself to his Brethren, is now
i'* enf‘d;atithey should go to their father; k4 Haste’lxe,”
; th’yso:};gs(; ‘}‘Pg my father, and say unto him, hus
- tanp]’ tod hath made me lord of all Egypt.—
k. 304 thoz sl}lmgl, and thou shalt dwell in the land of
anlthy childrep? t‘l ? lnear it o < e
il s sac 1lx c} rgn, aqd thy ﬂogks and thy herds,
L fq,m.n( there will I nourish thee¥for ther.c
2 Beniamin r‘m;{ﬂe t:l) come.  And Joseph fell on his
B oreoy e, s a]?.,‘ wept 5 and Benjamin wept on
M tlem, 40 g i e h{ﬁsed all his Breth ren,: and wept
ereof “’3Shcaart_1 }SéS}rcﬂnxnz talked with him. And
W0 i in 1;130!1 $ honscf ; and it pleased
and you, ants.  And Pharaoh said, Bring your
/ OUSC}]()]d: tal‘c W y 4 B ) 3
vageons out of the land of

Bt J
Bt or .
b, 10U little o :
0%, aad for your wives, and bring your

L ind o
00 (g e, And they did so. And TJoseph g:?v'e to

; I'axmenr.; and he sent to his father
| 8008 things of Egypt, and ten more

nccm’."g hls,
jill hoﬂ‘cncc : H

; M chap
}%’ hden wi%ﬁsﬂ?f
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asses laden with corn and bread and
the way.,”’
A, e g et
ged by God in a ¢ O,
Egvpt ; aad all the souls that went with hi eAm, ai
wives, siXty and six. lin, bcndeshium
4 And Joseph made ready hi 3
his father, andpfell on his nec)‘lk, lslfc{lz:?tt’f?d went :tOmégij_.i
Jacob said, Now let me die, sincel haw}:c (sc(c)xr.:gt},m?cf. W
thou art yet alive. And Joseph brought in Ja ghﬁce',!h?j
and set him before Pharach. And Pharaoh saﬁ) !Sfatﬁ'é’rr;]
How old art thou ?* Ant Jacob said nnto Pharao}l:nfl?h]lco%!
of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred 2ud thify v
few and e+il have the days of my life been ind”::g
blessed Pharaoh. And Jacob lived m the lamd of%m
seventeen years, and he died.” o
““ Now when Joseph’s Brethren saw that their fatberﬂ??
dead2 they said, Juseph will peradventure hate us, alvl
requite us for all the evil that we did unto him, A |
scnta message to Joseph, saying, that their father befielt
died, commanded them to request of Joseph, that he stk
forgive their trespass against him. And Joseph wcpttoth‘gj
that they should speak thus unto him. And ]oscphsaf(f,”j
not, As for you, indeed, ye thought evil against me;
God meant it for good.  Now, therefore, 1 wil iowih
and your littie ones. A nd he comforted them, and 4
kindly unto them. And Joseph Jived an hundred andg\
years. And he said to his Brethren, God wil surely‘
you, and bimg you out of this land into the land'thifh}«
promised to Abraham, and lsaac, and Jacob. An {

8

died.”’ 4

4

"Thus ends the history of Joseph. I havealrei‘df OtbS:
that one of the chief things to be Jearned from1t# i
trine of a particular Providence. * It Wit n_otmyme’,:
Joseph said very justly to his Bsethren, that St 3 il
b ¥ it was not Zgoun

¢ aCtUs

d men &I il

mezt for his fy e !

Egypt; butit was God 2 that 15,
Men, indeed, were the instruments, an B
to God for every pait of their own conduct JU8
if there was no Providence in the case

thovgh man may act as he pleaseh ¥ “

’
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to bring about his own purposes. Qod, i this

4 lan in view. He made a promise to Abra-
tance; hafnflf-gther of Jacob, who was the father of Isaac,
,5 .’-th;%;;m the Saviour should come, for that < jn his
"!b“f?lghcfamﬂifs of the earth should be blessed,”” In
gelgj;énfof this promise, Isaac and Jacob were born. |

fhere remark, by the way, that to Jacob the name of
I was given ; 50 that when fhc scriptures speak of the
s, it Is the same thing as if they said the children of
ub, Of these there were twelve tribes, every one of thesons
il becoming the father of a whole tribe. These Tsraclites,
ilzatine, were brought out from Egypt, having been
:@}]l.ﬁwcd_ there by king Pharaoh, and they became 2
wad famous people ; for God wrought many miracles
?@L‘eﬁmidst of them, and gave them the law of the ten com.
ugnens, and set up his worship amon g them, and sepa-
wlhem from the rest of the world, which continued in
ccquod aud of the scriptures, It was from these
Wy

|

s

tqﬁor]ews, as they were afrerwards called) that the
lgg,d(.avmur came. = And, blessed be God, this Sivious

qtive‘,Savxou»r of the Jews only, but he is now preached E it
W0 whom the ends of the world are come.”’ How i
it hen ithe Story of Joseph in this view. It was '

chain of Providence, and this
AR ginning of the world even to the
'Cnceof%éiilég‘,;légl-:;q life of ]osq.)]} only, that the
i s 1tself.  Your life and mmne, and

» o adern
R T e A o B i M
- ‘-«—.. > s, - 5

B e 3
o
P N
R TR T o Ry A WY Ty N T

L vanous + - . B r‘.l y
ardyy thznts of it, oreat and small, from our bifch ik
) nglur’ are equally under the divine direction. B by
1 Was]so Seat the [shmaelites to the pit’s mouth,: i3
:* onear being tof g R
v gaye % }nefax bcn.g left to perish there, the same &g
6,0 s é;P? avour Jn the sight of Potiphar his i ‘g:fl‘
Ry o, o oS delivered him out of prison, and, B i
gl - OVer all Eg\’pt Kok ke &% | L1
) Wltation and ara 22 £ 2 APPoINts also to us the beunds # i
b e ;re( OI@CI‘S our WhC‘]C IQt 1.!1 ];ACC. }f then, ﬁ; H%E‘
ser - A 3 #5519
uld fa”‘Vmg _G 0‘]" iet us not fear to trust bim: 3 é {
" : . g , R
8 whor 1 M00ally into straits, as Joseph did R
L theend of , ‘ ’ ;b
3 ke s Of our dayg shall come, and ;fé';gsi
;, ivtlage the Loy g2 ory shall he told, that we shali be i b
7 ,e‘, “-CS‘?and INErcy even in the most {8
At Ur iives, as we }

ave now been
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Nor Ecg us won@crar the vast confusionang disor(syy ]
we sometimes seein the world in general, Let |
fail ws, if now and then the wicked should seem cverOur
to prosper, and the whole company of the righteouza
come under adversity. The history of Joseph sheys t
1s the plan of Providence sometimes to withdraw, i g
ance, his protection and favour from his own servant ‘g
to put off, to a future season, the evil day which hpe
upon sinners. Soon however, the time will come, W
that has been crooked shall be made straight, and allutly
been dark i Providence, shall be cleared up. 1

The story of Joseph, as we also observed, is buta
part of scripture ; it fills but a few pages of that ‘Iarge‘
comprehensive volume, being connected, howerer v
events which go before, and with those which folowafe;
amd just so, methinks, the history of this wholeglobeoo
1s but like a single leaf in a great volume, and ittt
fully understood until the dealings of Godwithallhisy
creatures shall be made known, until the wholcboo’k; ,
Providence shall be opened, and until all those el ¥
pastand future, with which God’s government of‘:thi}
may be connscted, shall be fully revealed. Let uswah e
fore, in the exercise of faith and hope, remem‘bermgg'.“.-s
aposile says, that while we are Lere below, © We_l:;;ﬂ
in part ; but when that which is perfect 15 COm&
which is 1n part shall be done away.—For now wese&hlw
a glass darkly ; bur then face to face. NO‘? w:kmw’
part ; but then shall we know, even as also we a¢H 1

FINJS.
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