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PART L.

Bear ye one another’s Burthens.

NCE upon a time methought I set outupona
long journey, and the piace through which I

ravelled appeared to be a dark Valley which was
| ulled the Valley of Teais. It had cbtained this
mme not only on account of the many scrrowful
Aventures which poor passengers commonly meef
yithin their journey through it; but also because
| nost of these travellers entered it weeping and
| aying, and left it in very great pain and anguish.
| This vast Valley was full of people of all colours,
iges, sizes, and descriptions.. But whether white,
orblack, or tawney, all were travelling the same
| rad; or rather they were taking different little
paths which all led to the same comman end. ‘

Now it was remarkable that notwithstanding
the different complexions, ages, and tempers of
| this vast variety of people, yetall resembled each
| other in this one respect, that each had a burthen
on his back which he was destined to carry through
| the toil and heat of the day, until he should arrive
| bya longer or shorter course, at his journey’s end.
| ,ljhes.é burthens would in general have made the
i Pﬂgﬂmage quite intolerable, had not the Lord of
| I}he Valley, out of his great compassion for these
| A2 ’
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poor puc*umq provided among othey t.lfi‘ngs 1(}.0
following means for their rel ici 4o

In their full view over the entrance of the V.
ley, there were written in great letiers the foll
ing words :

BEAR Y E ONIE ALVOTLIER,Q BURTHENS,

Now I saw in my vman that many of the ty.
vellers hurried on without bL(lr‘IJ'l]é‘ to read thi
instruction, and others, though they had once ey
it, yet paid little or no dtten‘uon to 1t. A thirdsort
thought it very good advice for other people, but
very seldom applied it to themselves. In shart, |
saw that too many of those people were of opinion
that they had burthens enough of their own, and
that there was therefore no occasion to take upon
them those of others ; so each tried to make hisow
Ioad as light, and his own journey as pleasant ashe
could, without so much s once cwtmg a thought

on a poor over- loaded neighbor. 1ere, however,

UW-

I have to make a rathel singular rema*k by which -
I sHall plainly shew the o] Hy of these selfish people, -

It was so ordered afnd Lon*z ived b‘, thb L.ord of this
Valley, that “if any one stretche ‘d out his hand to
lighten a neighbor’s burthen, iv fact he never - failed
tO ﬁﬂd that he at thdt nl"”]t nt also thHClzyd Insown.

‘BeSIdeb the ¢ hhgd }_C} to h W] 0 33;\}] ohlel and the |

" benefit of doing so, were niutyal. [fa man helped
s neiga'bo it C"le\uﬂ) }.Llor encd that some
cher nemhbm carge Dy-and- ly and helped himin
‘hls tu: §: > for t‘krc wWas RO sucn mmg A5, What e

callz'z'icpu.d nee in the'w m“_\ alley. Not one o
ng, Goud 14

all these, travellers however stout u.dd stro
move on comfortably without assistancé, for solh m
Lord of the Valley, whose laws were all of the

kind and good, had expressly ordained,

s -
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{ stood still to watch the progress of these poor
v"ay' faring people, who fnoved slowly.op?, hkfe SO .
,;]'any ticket-porters, W1th_ burthens of various
kinds on their backs ; of which some were heavier,
.nd some were lighter, but from a burthen of one
ind-or other, not one traveller was entirely free.

Tue WIDOW, |
- A sotrowful widow, oppressed with the burthen
of grief for the loss of an affectionate husband;
vould have been bowed down by her heavy'load,
had- not-the surviving children-with. great alaerity
stepped forward and supported her. Their kind-
ness -after-a while, so much lightened the load
which threatened at first to be intolerable, that she
_even went on her way. with cheerfulness.

Tue BUSBAND:

1 next: saw a poor: oldi man tottering under a
burthen so -heavy, that I expected him every mo-
ment to sink under it, .1 peeped into his pack,
and saw it was, made up of many sad articles; there
Was.poverty, oppnession, sickness, debt, and what
made by far the heaviest part, undutiful children.
| was wondering. how it was that he got on even
so.wellsas he did, till I spied his. wife, a kind,
meek, ‘Christian: woman, who was doing her ut-
most £o assist him.  She quietly got behind, gently
fid her shoulder to the burthen, and carried a
‘;’};‘;‘: ll:é:uq tpx:oqp‘r;t{ion of it than appeared.to me
g o e us;.mnce, She nq;t only.sustamed |
St:ls ’YS}}}LL bt‘length, but cheered him by her coun-
28 one toid him that  through much. tribula-
‘:‘t‘?“ -';Wf? must enter into rest;” that * he that over-
CSometh shall inherit all things,”  In short, she so
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supported his fainting spirit, that he waq enableg
to “ run with patience the race that was set be'folw
him,” | , e
| Tur KIND NEIGHBOR.

An infirm blind womun was creeping forward Wit
a very heavy burthen in which were - packed sick.
ness and want, with numberless other of thoge raw
materials, out of which human misery is workeg
up. She was so weak that she could not have got
on at all, had it not been for the kind assistance of
another woman almost as poor as herself; who,
though she had no light burthen of herown, chéer-
fully lent an helping hand to a fellow traveller
‘who was still more heavily laden. This friend
had indeed.little or nothing "to give, but the very
voice of kindness is soothing to the weary. - And
I remarked in many other cases, that it was not
so much the degree of the help afforded, as the
manner of helping that lightened the burthens.
Some had a coarse, rough, clumsy way of assisting
a neighbor, which, though in fact it might be of
real use, yet séemed, by galling travellers to
add to the load it was intended to lighten; while
I observed in others that so cheap a kindness as
mild word, er even an affectionate look' madea
poor- burthened wretch move on cheerily. The
barefeeling that some human being cared for him,
seemed to lighten the load. But to return to this
kind neighbor. She had a little old book in her
hand, the covers of which were worn out by much
use. When she saw the blind woman ready to
faint, she would read her a tew words out of this
book, such as the following—* Blessed are thﬁ
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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s Plessed are they that mourn, for they shali
o o forted.” 1 will nevey leave thee nor for-
; bekG'othee.*’_ﬂ“ For our light affliction which is but
; Sff,‘,.fl moment, worketh out for us a far more ex-

ceeding and eternal Weight of glory.”

Tue CLERGYMAN.

. A pious "minister, sinking undef the weight of
2 distressed parish,whose worldly wants he was to-
| (aily unable to bear, Was suddenly relieved by a
| sood widow, who came up and took all the sick
and hungry on her own shoulders. The burthen
of the parish thus divided became tolerable. The
minister, being no longer bowed down by the
temporal distresses of his people, applied himself
cheerfully to his own part of the weight. And it
was pleasant to see how those two persons, neither
| ofthem very strong, or rich, or healthy, by thus
| kindly uniting together, were enabled to bear the
weight of a whole parish ; though singly, either of
them must have sunk under the attempt. And I
remember one great grief 1 felt during my whole
journey was, that 1 did not see more of this union
and concurring kindness, by which all the burthens
might have been so easily, divided. It troubled me
to observe, that of all the laws of the Valley there
. was not one more frequently broken than the law
| of hindness. .
A Tane NEGROES.

Lnow spied a swarm of poor black men, wonien,
and children, a multitude which no man could
| number; these groaned, and toiled; and sweated,

| and bled under far heavier loads flian 1 had yet
~seen, But forawhile no manhelped them; at length
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afew white travellers were. touched with the. sop.
rowful sighings of those millions, and very heartijy
did fhey put their hands to the burthens; put
their number was not quite equal to the work e
had undertaken. . I perceived, however, that the
never lost sight of those poor heavy-laden wretchog |
and as the number of these generous helpers ep.
creased, I felt a comfortable hope, that before all
the blacks got out of the Valley, the whites woulg
fairly divide the burthen, and the loadswould pe
effectually lightened. _ \

. Among the travellers, I had occasion to remark,
that those who most kicked and struggled under
their burthens; only made them so much the hea-
vier, for their shoulders became extremely. galled
Ly these vain struggles., The load, if borne pa-
tieatly, would in the end have turned even to the
advantage of the bearers {for so the Lord of the
Valley had kindly decreed) but as to ‘these grum-
blexrs they had all the smart and none of the benefi.
But the thing which made all these burthens seem
so very heavy was, that in every one without ex:
ception, there was a certain inner pacquer, which -
most of the travellers took pains to conceal, and
carefully wrapt up, and while they were forward
enongh to complain of the other part of their bur-
thens, few said a word about this ; though in truth
it' was the pressing weight of this secret pacquel
which served to render the general burthen so in-
tolerable. In spite of all their caution, I contrived
to get a peep at it, I found in each that this pacquet
had the same label; the word sin was written on
all as a general title, and in ink so black that they
could not wash ‘it out. I observed -that most of
them took no small pains to hide the writing, but
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[ was surpri sed tosee .that. they did not-try tq’- get
i of the load but the label. Tf any kind friend
+ho assisted these people in bearing their burthens,
4id but so much as hint at the secret pacquet, or ad-
| yise them to get rid of it, they took fire at once,
nd commonly denied they had any such article in
| {heir portmanteau and it was thosg;whgse _se_cré"i
3 pac‘qzwé swelled: to.the most enormous size, WHO
most stoutly denied they had any. ,
[ saw with pleasure, however, that some who.
hed long labored heartily to get rid of this inward
pequet at length found it much diminished, and
the more this pacquet shrunk in size, “the lighter
was the other: part of their burthens also. =~
~ Then, metheught, all at once; I'heard a voice
25 it had been the voice of an dngel, erying out
nd saying, ‘““Ye unhappy pilgrims, why dre ye
troubled about the burthen which ye are doomed
| tobear through'this Valley of Tears ¢ Know'ye not
that as soon as ye shall have escaped out of this
| Villey, the whole burthen shall drop off provided
jeneglect not'to remove thatinward weight'of siy
{ Which principally oppresses you ?  Study-then the’
| whole will of the Lord of this Valley. Learn from
{ him how this heavy part of your burthens may now!
be lessened, and how at Jast it shall be removed for
ter. . Be comforted.’ Faith and hope may cheer
ueven in ‘this Valley. The passage, though'it
seems lo;zg to weary travellers, 1s cum'paratively
A tort; fop beyond there is a Land of everlusting
| th‘i’::t’,wahgre ye isha.ll hunger no more, neither
i ny more, where ye shall be led by living
o 4ns of waters, and all tears shall be wiped
| "4Y irom your eyes.™ »
‘ B




PART II.

}I;he Strait Gate and the Broad Wa}"'- '

——0——

TOW 1 had a second vision of what was passing

, in the Valley of Tears. Methought [ saw
again the same kind of travellers whom I had seen
in the former part, and they were wandering at
large through the same vast wilderness. At first
setting out on his journey, each traveller had a
small lamp so fixed in his bosom that it scemed to
make a part of himself, but as this natural lightdid
not prove to be sufticient to direct them in the right
way, the King of the country, in pity to their wan-
derings and their blindness, cut of his gracious
coudescension, promised to give these poor waye
faring people an additional supp!y of light from his
own royal treasury. But as he did not chuse o
lavish his favors where there seemed no disposition
to receive them, he would not bestow any of his il
on such as did not think it worthasking for. Ask
and yve shall have,” was the universal rule he laid
down for them. Many were prevented from ask
ing through pride and vanity, for they thought they’
had light enough already, prefering the feeble
glimmerings of their own lamp, .to all the- offered
light from the King’s treasury.. Yet it .WaS"’Ob"
served of those who rejected it, as thinking they




iud enough, that hardly any acted up to what even
meir own natural light shewed them. Others were
| jeterred from asking, because they were told that
| his light not only pointed out the dangers and diffi-
{ .ulties of the road, but by a certain reflecting power,
it turned inward on themselves, and revealed to
them ugly sights in their ewn hearts, to which they
mther chose to be blind ; for those travellers “ chose
jarkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil.” Now it was remarkable that these two
ppoperties were inscparable, and that the lamp
would be of little outward use, except to those who
| used it as an internal reflector. A threat and a
| pomise also never failed to accompany the offer
| of this light from the King; a promise, that to those
. who improved what they had, more should be given ;
and a threat, that from those who did not use it
wisely, should be taken away even what they had.
T observed that when the road was very danger-
| ous; when terrors and ditficulties and death beset
| the faithful traveller ; then on their fervent impor-
| tunity, the King voluntarily gave large and boun-
{ fitul supplies of light, such as in common seasons
| nevericould have been expected : always propor-
| tioning the quantity given to the necessity of the
case, . ““as their day was, such was their light and
slrength.”’ | ‘, \
+  Though many chose to depend entirely on their
| On lamnp, yet it was observed that this iight was
{ 8ptto go out if left to itself. It was casily blown
| Qut by those violent gusts which were perpetually
| bowling through the wilderness, and indeed it was
; the natural tendency of that unwholesome atmos-
| Phere to extinguish it, just as you have seen a
| tandle go out when exposed to the yapours and foul
| B2
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airiof a Qamp room. “It:wasa melancholy sight tg
soc multitudes of travellers heedlessly pacing oy
boasting they had light enough, and despising fhe
offer of more. . But what dstonished ‘me mogt g
all ‘was, to see many, and'some of them tog 4.
counted men of first rate \Vii‘,_actua]ly busy iy
tlowing qut their own light, because w bitle any spark
of it remained, it ‘'only served to torment them, ang
point out things which ‘they did not! wish to see,
And having once blown out their own light, the
were not easy till'they had blown out that of thejy
neighbors also; so that a good part of the wildep
ness seemed: to exhibit a sort of universal blind.
man’s buff, each endcavoring to catch his neighbor,
while his own voluntary blindness exposed him to
be caught himself, so that each was actually failing
into ‘the snare he was'laying for another, till a
length, as selfishness is.the natural consequence of
blindness, “ catch he that catch can,” became the
general cry throughout the wilderness.
Now I saw in my vision that there were some
others.who were busy in strewing the most gaudy
flowers overthe numerous bogs, precipices, and pit-
falls, with which the wilderness aboundéd, and thus
making - danger and death look so gay, that poor
‘thoughtless creatures seemed to delight in. their
own destruction. . Those pit-falls did not appear
decp or dangerous to the eye, because over them
were raised gay edifices with ataring nanes. These
were filled with singing men and singing women,
and with dancing, and feasting, and gaming, and
drinking, and jollity, and madness. But though
the scencry was gay, the footing was unsound
The floors were full of Loles, ‘through which the
- unthisking meyry-makers were continually sinking
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some tumbled through in the middle of a song,
many at the el‘](% of a fea}st; and th(,’“-gb thel'e;Wgs
‘gany'a cup of _mtoxxcatl_o‘n wreathed with flowers;
‘yet there was always polson at‘tbe bot.tom. Bus
{ what' most surprised me was, that though no day
- past over their heads in which some of those merry-
makers did'‘not drop through, yet their loss made
little impression on those ‘who ‘were left.: Nay,
instead of” being awakened to more circumspection
and self'denial, by the continual dropping loff of
those abo ut them, several of them seenied to horrow
from thence an argdment of a direct contrary ten-
dency;- and the very shortness of time was oniy
urged as a reason to use it more sedulowusly for the
- indulgence in sensual'delights. “ Let'useat and
drink, for to morrow we die.”—=*<Let us crewn
ourselves with rose-buds before they are withered.”
With these, and a thousand other such little mottos,
| the gay garlands of the wilderness were decoratd.
Some admired. poets were set to work. (o set the
most corrupt ‘sentiments to‘the most hirmonions
tunes ;' these ‘were sang without scruple/ chicdiy
indecd by the looser sons of riot, bhut not seldons
also by the most orderly daughters o i sobriety, whe
Were mot ashamed to sing to the sound of instris.
| Ments, sentiments so corrupt and immoral, that
they would have blushed to speak. ov read them:
U the music seemed to sanctify the corruption,
Specially such as was co nected ‘with love oF
d!‘iﬂking. | , | :
|  Now T observed that'all the travellersiwiyodyud
‘# % much as » spark of ight left, seeined every now
nd then, as they inoyed onwards, «£o ¢ast ;;.,:, Oy
: though With very different degrees of .attentiog
| OWards the Happy Land which they were toldidaly

L
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at the end‘of‘theirjeumey; but as they could el
see very far forward, and as they knew thepe Was a
dark and shadowy Valley which must neegs be
€rossed before they could attain to the Happy Langs
they tried to turn their attention from it ag much
as they could. The truth is, they were not sy
ciently apt to consult a map which the King hag
given them, and which pointed out the road to the
Happy Land so clearly, that the “way-faring mey,
though simple, cbuld rot err.” "This map als
defined very correctly the boundaries of the Happy
Land from the Land of Misery, both of which lay
on the other sids of the dark and shadowy Valley;
-but so many beacons and light houses were erected,
s0 many clear and explicit directions furnished for
avoiding the one country and attaining the other, "
that it was not the King’s fault, if even one single
traveller got wrong. But 1 am inclined to think
that in spite of the map, and the King’s word, and
his offers of assistance to get them thither, that
the travellers in general did not heartily and truly
believe, after all, that there was any such country
as the Huppy Land ; or at least the paltry and tran-
sient pleasures of the wilderness so besgtted them,
the thoughts of the dark and shadowy Valley so
frightened them, that they thought they should be
more comfortable by banishing all thought and
forecast.

Now [ also saw in my dream, that there were
two roads through the wilderness, one oi‘: whicn
every ‘traveller must needs take. The first was
narrow, and dithicult, and rough, but it was mtal.ilbly
safe. It did not admit the traveller to stray either
to the right hand or to the left, yet it was far from
being destitute of real comforts or sober pleasure




1o

1 {he other was a !?z'qad and fempting way, abounding:
| yith luxuriouas fruts and gaudy flowers to tempt
fhe eye and please the appetite. To forget this
| qark Valley, through which every traveller was

1 vell assured he must one day pass, seem ed indeed
the obect of general desire. To this graind end,
|l that human ingenuity could 1nvent was indus-
| triousiy set to work. The travellersread, and they
wiote, and they painted, and they sung, and they
| Janced, and they drank as they went along, not so
' much because they all cared for these things, or
| had any real joy in them, as because this restless
activity served to divert their attention’ from ever
being fixed on the Dark and Shadowy Valley.

The King, who knew the thoughtless tempers of
the travellers, ana how apt they were to torget
their journey’s end, had thought of a thousand little

kind attentions to warn them of their dangers. And
| as we sometimes see in our gardens written on a .
board in great letters, BEWARE oF SPRING GUNs—
Man Traps ARE sET HERE; so had this King
caused to be written and stuck up before the eyes
of the travellers, several little notices and cautions,
; suchas, “ Broad is the way that leadeth to destruc-
| tion.”"—*Take heed lest ye also perish.”— Woe
to them that rise up early to drink wine.”— The
Pleasures of sin are but for a season,” &c. Such
were the notices directed to the broad wuy travel-
lers; but they were so busily engaged in plucking
the flowers, sometimes before they were blown,
, and in devouring the.fruits, often before they were
] 've, aznd in l{)ading themselves with yelfow clay,

inder ‘the weight of which millions perished, thut
they had no time so much as to look at the King’s
Hitetions, Many went wrong because they pre-

f £ [Eapaa il i A8 B R A
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ferred a merry journey to.a safe one, and beeayge
they swere terrified by certain- notices chieﬁy in-
tended for the narrowsway.travellers, such as, « ye
shall weep and lamient but the world shall rejoice
but had these foolish people allowed themselves
time or patience <o read .to the end, which they
seldom would dojthey would have seen these com!
fortable words added,~*but your sorrow shall be
turped into joy;" also, “ your:joy no man taketh
from you;” and ¢ they that sow in tears shall reap
n joy.” ) |

Now: I also saw in my dream, that many travel-
lers who had a strong dread of ending at the Land
of Misery walked uiéfto the Straii Gate, hopingthat.
though the entrance was narrow, yet if .they could .
once get in, 'the road would widen; but' what was
their grief, when on looking™more closely they saw
written ‘on the ihside, ““narrow is the way3;”-this
made them takefright s they compared the inscrip-
tions with which' the whole way was lined, such as,
- ““be ye not conformed tothis world; deny yourselves,
take up your cross,” with all the tempting pleasures
of the wilderness. Sonie indeed recollected the
fine descriptious they had read of the Happy Land,
the Gurden City, and the Hiver of Pleasures, and
they sizhed : but then, those joys were distant, and
from the faintness of their light they soon got 10
think that what was remote might be uncertai,
and whilesthe present- good encreased in bulk by 1ts
nearnéss, the distant good receded, diminished, dis:
appeared. Their fuith failed ; they would trust 00
farther than they,could see ; they drew back and
got/into the Broad Way, taking a common but $3%.
refage in the number and gaiety of their comp¥
nions.  When these faint hearted people, who yet

L\
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had set out well, turned back, their light was quite
at out, and then they became worse than those
who had made no attempt to get in. For it is.
impossible ( that is, it is next to impossible} for those
who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the
heavenly gifr, and the good word of God, and the
owers of the world to come, if they fall away, to
renew them again to repentance.”’ ,

A few honest humble travellers not naturally
stronger than the rest, but strengthened by their,
irust in the King’s word, came up by the light of
fheir lamps, and meekly entered in at the Sirau
Gale. As they advanced farther they felt fess heavy,
and though the way did not in reality gnow widen,
yet.they grew reconciled to the narrowness of ity
especially when they saw the walls here and there
studded with certain jewels called premises, such as,
«he that endureth to the end shall be saved.” And
“my grace is sufficient for you.” Some, when they
_were almost ready to faint, were encouraged by
geeing that many niches in the Narrow ¥#ay.
were filled with statues and pictues of saints iand
martyrs,who had borne their testimony at the stake,
| that the Narrow Way was the safe way; and
these travellers, ‘instead of sinking at the sight of
| the painted wheel and gibbet, the sword and the
. farnace, were animated with these words wriftén
| inder them, ¢ those that wear white robes came
| out of great tribulation,” and ‘‘be ye followers of
those who through faith and paticnce inherit the
promises,”’ NI o
i In the mean time there came a great muls
titude of travellers all from Laodicca; this, was
‘thedargest party I had yet seen ; these weve ucztber
| b9t war cold ; they would not give up future Jiapey
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they could - not endure present pain; so they
contrived to decieve themselves, by fancying
that though they resolved to keep the Happy
Land in' view, yet there must needs be many
different ways which' led to it, no doubt ]|
equally sure, without being all equzlly rough;
they set on foot certain little contrivances to attain
the end without using the means, and softened down
the spirit of the King’s directicns to fit them to their
own practice. Sometimes they would split 4 direc-
tion in two, and only used that half which suited
them. For instance, when they met with the fol-
lowing rale, ““ trust in the Lord and be doing good,”
they would take the first balf, and make themselves
easy with a general sort of trust, that through the
mercy of the King all would go well with them,
though they themselves did nothing ; and on the
other hand, many made sure that a few good works
of their own- would do their business, and carry
them safely to the Happy Land, though they did
not trust in the Lord, nor place any faith in he
word. Thus some perished by a lazy faith, and
others by a working pride. A large party of Pha-
risees now appeared, who  had so neglected their
lanip, that they did not see their way at all, though
they fancied themselves to be full of light; they
kept up appearances so well as to delude others,
and most effectually to delude themselves with@
notion that they might be found in the right way at
last. I this dreadtul delusion they went on to the
end, and till they were finally plunged in the dafl;
Valley, never discovered the horrors which awalt?t
them on the dismal shore. It was remarkable th“{
while these Pharisees were often boasti-ng,'bo\_?
bright their light burnt, in order to get the prais¢?
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men; the hunible travellers, whose steady light,
shewed their good works to others, refused all com-,
mendation, and the brightertheir light shined before
men, so much the more they insisted that they
qught to glory not in themselves, but their ¥ather
which is in heaven. > |
I now set myself to observe what was the par-
ticular let, molestation and hindrance; which ob-
structed particular travellers in their endeavors to
entef in at the Strait Gate. I remarked a huge
portly man who seemed desirous of getting in, but
he carried about him such a vast provision of bags
full of gold, and had on so many rich garments,
whichstuffed him out so wide, that though he pushed
and squeezed, ltke one who had really a mind to get
in, yet he could not possibly do so. Then I heard
avoice crying, “ Wo: to him whe loadeth himself
with thick clay.” The poor man felt something.
was wrong, and even went so far as to change some
of his more eumbersome vanities intoothers which
seemed less bulky, but still he and his pack were
much too wide for the gate. He would not how-
ever give up the matter sc easily, but began to
throw away a little of the coarser part of his baggage,
but still I remarked that he threw away none o%' tile
Vanities which lay near his heart. He tried again,
but it would not do, still his dimensions were too
Ef”‘ge- He now looked up and read these words,
how hardly shall those who have riches entér into
the kingdom of God.” The poor mapn sighed to
id that it was impossible to enjoy his fill of both
Yorlds, and « went away sorrowing.” If he ever
{flfte"Wards cast a thought towards the Happy Laand,
It was only to regret that the read which led to it
¥as too narrow to admit any but the meagre chils
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dren of want, ‘who were not so encumbered |,
wealth as to be too big for the passage. Had hZ
read on, he would have seen that ¢ with God all
thmgs are possible.”

Another advanced with much:confidence of sye.
cess, for having little worldly riches oxr honours; the,
gate did not seem so straitto hl'n He got to the
threshold txlumphantly, and seemed to look-back
with disdain on all that he was f"ultimg He soon
found, however, that he was so bloated with pride
and stuffed out W1th self: ui’qc ency, that he could
not get In. . Nay, he was in a worse way. than the
rich man just named ; for, he was willing to throw
away some of his outward luggage, wheteas this
man refused to part with a grain of that vanity and
self-applause which made him too big for the way.
The sense of his own worth so swelled him out,
that he stuck fast in the gateway, and could neither
get in nor out. I mdmu now that he must cut.off
all those big thoughts of himself if .he wished to
be reduced to such a size as to pass the gate, he
gave up all thoughts of it. He scorned that:humis
lity and self denial which might have shrunk him
down to the proper dimensions; the more he in-
sisted on his own quahﬁcdhono for entrarce, (he
more impossible it became, for the bigger hegrew:
Finding that he must become quite another man
ner of man before he could hope to get in, hegave
up the desire; and now 1 saw that though when he
set his face towards the Huppy Land he could not
got an inch forward, yet the .instant he i pade &
motion to turn back into the world, his® 1eed'b‘3;‘
came rapid enough, aud he got back-into-the bﬂ’d.

4

# ay much sooncr than he had gotout of it. i
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Many, who for a time were brou oht down from
their qsaal bulk by sosz'le\;,1'-;9;'.&1011, seemed to get
. with.edse. They now thought all their difficul-
ties over, for having been surfeited with the world
during their late disappointment, they turned their
backs upon it willingly enough. A fit of sickness,
perhgps, which 1s very apt to reduce, had fora time
hrouzht their bodics into subjection, so that they
weré'ex-y_xbled just to get in at the gateway ; but as
<oon as health and spirifts returned, the way grew
narrower and narrower to them ; they could not
get on, but turned short, and’got backiinto the
world:~ 1 saw mrany attempt to eniet who were
stopped short by a large burthen of worldly cares;
others by a load of idolatrous attachments; but T
obsetved that nothing proved a more complete bar
than that vast bundle of prejudices with which
multitudes are loaded. Others were fatally ab-
structed by loads of bad habits which they would
! notlay down, though they knew ic prevented their
| entrance. Some few however of muost descrip-
tions,who had kept their light alive by raving con-
stant supplies. from 'the ~King’s treasury, got
- through at list by a strength which they felt not
| tobe their own.  One pocr man who carried the
largest bundle of bad habits 1 had seen, cotld not
geton a step ; he never cedsed however toimplore
for light enough to see where his misery lay ;+he
threw down one of his bundles, then another, but
al to little purpose ; still he could not stir. At
la.s.t__s’—‘fiving‘ as if un agoiny, (which is the true way
ﬁf entering ) he threw down the heaviest article In
‘Y':%Siigice};; tthis was’ felﬁ:s‘bizess : the poor fellow felt
3 14 hia once, his light burat bmghtly, and the
-_ s pack was as noth'ng. :

o
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Then I heard a great noise as of carpenters at
wark. 1 locked what this 'mght be, aud saw many
sturdy travellers, who finding they were too byl ky
to get through, took it into their -heads no! to re.
guce themselves, but to widen the gate; they
hacked on this side, and hewed on that; but gl
their flacking, and hewing, and lummmmg, was to
no purpose, tncy got only their laber for their
pains; it would have been possible for thea to
have reduced themselves, but to widen the narrow
way was impossible.

What m]‘wed me most was, to observe that
Mmany who had got on successiully a good way, now
stopped - to rest and to admire their own progress.
While they were thus valuing themselves on their
attainments their light diminished., While these
were boasting how far they had left others behind,
who had set out much earlier, some slower tra-
vellers, whose beginning had not been so promising,
but who had walked circumspectly, now outstripped
them. These last walked “not as though they
had already attained ; but this one thing they did,
forgetting the 1hmgs which were behind, they
pushed forward toward the mark for the prize of
their high calling.” These, though natarally weak,
yet by laying uside every weight, finished the race
that was before them. Those who had kept their
“ light burning,” who were not ¢ wise in their own
conceit,” who “laid their help on one that is
mighty,” who had “chosen to suffer, affliction
rarher than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea-
son,” came at length to the Happy Land. They
had indeed the Dark and Shadox wy Valley to cross
but even there they found a rod and a stajf to com®
fort them, Their light, instead of being put out
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by the damps of the Valley of the Shadow of Death,
often burnt with added brightness. Some indeed
suffered the terrors of a short eclipse; but even
then their light, like that of a dark lanthorn, was
not put out, 1t was only hid for a while; and even
these often finished their course with joy. DBut be
that as it might, the instant they reached the Happy
Land, all tears were wiped from their eyes, and
the King himself came forth and welcomed them
into his presence, and put a crown upon their heads,
with these words, « Well done, good and faithful
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lorp.”

4
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