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T H E"
Seneral Refurreltion, &c.
i e

A VER fince fin entered  into the world

vaft grave-yard, or burying-place for her chil-
dren. In every age, and m every country,

thou art, and unto duft thou fbali return.”
Mankind at firft confifted only of one pair,

the fons of ‘Adam !:One fingle nation com-

thefe millions form only one generation.
THow many, then, muft bethe millions that
have appeared on the earth in the long run
of near {ix thoufand years! * Let imaginati-
on call up thisvaft army ;—infants that have
juft lived to fee the: light, mulutudes of

tries and of fucceflive generations—1let them
all pafs in review before us, and how vatt
and aflonifhing is the multitude ! If the pol-
terity of one man, Abraham, by cne.of his
fons, was according to the language of Di-

"the fand of 1he fea fbore, tunumerable,” who

can compute the multitudes'that have {prung

from all the different Patriarchs? Who can
& “~

and death by fin," this earth has been a -
that fentence. has been executing, ¢ Duft-

but how inconceivably numerous are now -

monly contains many millions of men, and -

the young and middle aged, and all the old
and grey-headed alfo—perfons of all coua-

vine Promile, ¢ as the flars of beaven and as




-pumber the long line of children that haye

proceeded frem Adam, and all the families
of the earth that have {prung from the loins
of Noah! But what is now become of this
vaft and inconceivable hoft ? Alas! they
are again turned into earth, their original

" element ; they are a!l funk into the grave,

excepting only the prefent generation ; and
we alfo are going down, one after another,
into that placeappointed for all living. There
has hardly, perhaps, been one moment of
time, during the {pace of many thoufand
vears, in which one perfon or other has not

been dropping into the grave ; and in fome

feafons, through the {word of war, the de-
vouring peftilence, or other vifitations of
(God, thouiands have been mowed down at
once, and have faormed one undifiinguifhed
heap of dead. The greater part of man-
kind, beyond comparifon, are now fleep-
ing under ground.  There lies beauty,
mouldering into duft, a prey to the vileit
worms ; there lies the mean and humble
beggar ; and there lies the heud that once
wore a crown. There lie the mighty giants,
the Samfions, and the Ceefars of the world.
There lie the, wife and the learned, as weak
and belplefs as the fool. There lie fome
with whom we ourfelves have converled,
and who were once our dear friends and
our companions ; and there lie our fathers

aad mothers; and there perhaps allo hes

s

*




this body, the carious workmanf{i of God
. 2 & ?

‘onearth; * but we fballall be changed ; inthe |
jwinkling of an eye, ai the laft trump, for 1he ‘
trumpet fball found and the dead fball be raifed
incorruptible, and wefballbe changed.” *For the
Lord bimfelf fpall defcend from beaven with &
fbout, with the voive of the Archangel, and with

A 3

a4 sender wife or hufband,-a<child, a fifler
or a brother. '

And fhall they lie there always? Shali

‘¢ fearfully and wonderfully. made,” continue -
always ia thefe ruins, and (hall it never be

2

cfored ? This we know, that ““ Irus =0t
a thing impsJible with Godio raife ihe dead’.
He that could it form our bodies out of
nothing is juft as able to form them anew,

and to repair the wailes of time and death.
Byt what has he déclared to be his intentte
on in this cafe? for on this the matt r turns;
and it is a point which 18 fulty revealed (in
the Sériptuics. © Tte bour @ comaig, 1ays -
that Sdcred Book, ¢ #ben all thatare in ihe

rave fball bear 1he voice of the Som of man,
and they fball come forth; they that bave done-
awell, ta the refurrection of life ; and they that
bhave done evil 1o toe refurreélion of damaation.”
“ Behold,” {ays St. Paul, I fhew you a my/-
tery ; we fball not all fleep,” (that ts, mankind
will not all be fleeping in death when the
day of theRefurrection comes, for there will
be one generation remaining then alive up-




the trump of Gad ; and the dead in Chrift figll
rife firft ; iben we which are alive and remars
fball be caught ap togerher with them to meei
the Lord in the air.”

wa

Let us now realife the maj.fly and ter-
ror of this tremendous dav. When the mui-
titudes of the dead are fleeping in the filent
grave ; when many perhaps of the living
are thoughtlefs of the great event; when
{ome men are running eagerly, as they
are now, after riches and honours, and
{fome after fenfual plealures; while they are
eating @nd drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage ; while fome are afleep m the
dead of night; while fome are planning
future miiclief; and fome are in the very
a® of fin: while the courfe of nature feems
10 go on as ufuil, fo that unbelieving fcot-
fers take occafion feom thence to afk, “HFhere
is 1he promife of bis Coming € for fince the Fa-
thers fell alleep, all things continue as they awere
from 1he beginning of the creaiion”—W hen,
perhaps, a few only are ferving God, and
are lsolang for their Saviour’s appearance—
while the multitede in fhort no more expedt
the appioaching judgment, than the people
of Scdorm . did the defiruction that befel
therm on that fine clear morning when Lot
fled away; or than the people of theold
wor'd expected the Deluge on the day when

Nogah entered the ark—then fuddenly fhall
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“tilg Heavens open over the aflonithed world,

and ““ the trumpet fball found and the dead fhall
be raifed incorruptible ;” for mr an inflant the
found fhall reach a!l the manfions of the
dead, and *““in a wmoment, in the twinkling of
anieye;” the dead fhall ‘be raifed, and the
living fhall be changed. This call will be
as effectual in raifing each of the fons of
men as ever that call of Chrift 'was, ' ¢ T 4.
zarus, come forth.” O, what a fuiprize will
it be to the thoughtlefs world ! Should this
alarm burft over our heads this moment,;
with what terror would 1t firike many a one
who reads this defcription of it ? How dread-
ful, then, will be the furprize and confier-
nation when this event fhall atually come
to pafs! Now, indeed, thereare many who
ftop thetr ears: Now, though the voice of

Mercy calls, though Reaton pleads, and

Conlcience warns, yet multitudes will not
hear ; but then there fhall be no one amone
the millions of mankind that fhall be able 1o
difobey the fummons, for the living fhall
ftart and-be changed, and the dead rife at
the found. But for what purpofe fhall they

~rife? Itisinorder that they may come to

judgment.  “ For we muft all appear before
ihe Judgment-feat of Chrift, and muft give qu
account of the things done in the body, whether

1hey be good or whether they be evil”— And

ibefe [ball go away into everlafling punifbment,

snd the righteous into bife eternal.”—'< Ay i
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5 . fland before God ; and the books were
opened, and the dead were judged out of thofe
thinos which were written.in 1he books accord-
ing 1o their wworks ; and the fea gave up ibe
dond that were in it, and death and bell (that
is the place of d@pﬁrtcd {pirits) delivered up
the dead which wereinthen, andtheywere judg=
edevery man according 16 bis qworks,—and who-
Joever was 10l found ariiten in the Buook of
Life was caft 110 the lake of fire—dnd 1
Jaw (continues the fame Apofile) a new
Feaven and.a new earth, for the firft heaven
and the firft earth awere paffed away—And 1
peard a greal voice oul of be ven, faying, Bebold
1o Tabernacle of God s with men, and be will
dwell with them, and there Jball be no more
death, nor ferrow, nor crying, for the former
things are pafled sway.—And He that fat or
he Throne fa.d, Bebold Imaze all things new.’
In like manner we arc told 1n anocother
place, that 1he heavens and the earih are
but kept in flore uniil ithe day of defirutlion
and perdition of ungodly men ;” and that when
this  great and territle day of the Lord” fhall
come, then “the very elemenls [ball melt with
£, qioni heat—ibe earth aljo, and all the works
“thereof fhall be burnt up”—"* the beavens Jball
depart as @ Jeroll’—<“ they all Jball wax old
25 doth a garment, and as a veflure fball they
be changed and there thall then be “ 7ew
beavens and a fiew eqrth, wherein dwelleib
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righteoufnefs.”  Well might the Apoftle fay,
ARG, Seezng then that all thefe 1hings /ball be dif-
Jolved, what manner of perfons ought we ta
be in all boly converfation and godlinefs | ”

There are many things {poken of in {crip-
ture that fhall follow the grand fcene of the
‘, Refurre@ion, which remain to be defcribed ;
i but we fhall fpeak in this place only of one

turther point, and that is of the perfon who

> 15 to be our Judge. It will be Jefus Chritt,
““ for the Father ; ({ays the Scripture) “fudg-

eth noman, for God hath committed all judgment
to ihe Son, /)ecau/k be is the Son of Man’

““ This jame Fefus,” (faid theangels jult after
his Rcfurxc:dzon) % which is taken up from
A ;/u into beaven, fball fo come ifz like manner

l’; s ' ws ye bave feen bim go into beaven.” Once he
| was ‘“ defpifed and rejeited of men ;7 ¢ be was
led as a lamb o tbe//(wf"/)fer wid 4t o JEeep
Lefore his fbearers is dumb, [o be opened not bis
moulh ;" he was ‘“ mocked, and buffetted, and
[pit uparz ;” he was himf{elf arratgned before
the bar of Pontius Pilate, and he was hung
upon the Crofs, asifhe was the vileft maie-
_ factor, the whole multitude having joined
f 1n crying, Cr ucify him, Crucify hnn —But
now, ¢ Bebold be came’i/) i the clouds ; mw’

‘5 every eye fball fee bim, and they alfo whick
pierced him, and all nations of the c.rth fball
A wail becaufe of bim.” For the Lora jefmﬂ’a’

: be revealed from beaven with bis mighty angels

—
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in flaming fire, taking vengeance on ibem. thgt
know not God, and obey not the Gofvel of our
Lord Fefus Chrift;” now alfo heis *‘ come
to be glorified in his Saints, and to be admired
in all them that belicve.” Some men think
that to forget or to difobey Chrift 1s no
great matter ; they are good, as they call
it, 1n their own way, and therefore they are
fatisfied. But fuch men fhould be reminded
that it is not at the bar of their own reafon,
nor even at thie bar merely of their own
coniciences that they are to be tried, but
that they are to be tried at the bar of Jefus
Chiift.  ““ The word that Ihave [poken to you,”
(faid our Saviour to the Pharifees) «¢ 77 fball
judge you at the laft day.” Let us further en-
qutre, then, what Chrift hath {poken to us
and what the Scripture in general hath faid
reipecting the manner of our trial on the day
of judgment, for this is the way in which a-
lone we ¢an truly know whether we fhall be
accquitted or condemned.
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On the Second ‘Coming of Chrift.

LO! He comes in clouds defcending,
He that was for finners flain ;

While the hoft of Saints attending
Swell the triumph of his train !

Every eye fhall now behold him ;
Every creature bend the knee :

They that mock’d-hin too and fold him,
Piercd and nail’d him to the tree.

See, the Angels all adore him !

Hark, the trump proclaims the day !
‘il All the nations ftand before him,
! > Heaven and earth are fled away !

‘( - Come, thou Saviour long expeced,

! Sit on thine eternal throne!

\ Thou that wat by man rejedted,
Claim the kingdom for thine own.

faee

' ENDor PART I







