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rne LIFE or

WILLIAM BAKER.

BY THE REV. MR, GILPIN.
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: W ILLIAM BAKER. was born in the year
. 1710, In the parifh of Boldre, near.Lymington;
‘in Hampthire. His father dying when he ‘was
“two years old, left him and a fifter to the carc
of his widow ; who by taking in wafhing, main-
“eained her two children without any relief from

‘the parifh.—In thefe days fush induftry would -,

“exceed belief.

At feven years of age young Baker began that
" 1fife of labour, which he continued through the
fpace of feventy Years afterwards. He worked
 furft for a penny aday in the vicarage-garden $
" biit foon thought himfelf equal to nere ‘profitabie
labour. He ufed to fay, he always confidered
ifufelf as a poor friendlefs Lad ; -and from the
Leginning depended-only on himfeli. |

In the mean time his mother grew old and
snfirm. Her legs fwelled, and fhe could no
longer ftand at her wafh-tub. ‘But nothing hurt
her like the thoughts of going to the poor-houfe;
or living on alms. i :
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Her fon was now about eighicen. He was
healthy, and ftrong ; and affured his mother, that
while he was able to work for her, fhe fhould be
obliged to nobody. He took a little cottage
therefore on the edge of the foreft ; carried her .
to 1t ; and got into the fervice of a farmer in the :,
neighbourhood, as a day-labourer. His mother %
lived nine years after this ; during which time
he maintained her with great cheerfulnefs, and
¥ ~kindnefs: nor had the ever afliftance from any
cther perfon. He denied himfelf every little in-_
dulgence, which young fellows of that age often
take, that he might maintain his mother.—We .
do not often fee fuch an inftance of goodnefs 1
in a poor lad. It marked his chara@er as fome-
thing uncommon. He might, if he had plealed, 4
have had her maintained by the parifh. o ‘
About the tinae of his mother’s death he thoughe
of marrying. At a little diffance from him, un-
3 der the hill, lived a labourer of the name of
Brooks. His daughter Joanna was the perfon,
: whom Baker fixed on for a wife; and no ob-
je€tion being made, he married her, and brought |
her to his cottage. Joanna had lived under 2 i
careful mother, juft in the way in which he hiin-
felt had always lived ; and with the fame notions &
of induftry and frugality. She entered therefore <f
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into all her hufband’s intentions.  What he
gained, fhe put to the belt ufe. 7% both pulled
*be rope, he ufed to fay, by the fome end : and Ja
we compaffed many things, whick tbey cannot do, wha

pull it at different ends. , ' g

: In the mean time, his family inereafed, and . / [
> his induftry increafed with ji. He now neversii/ | i
. worked by the day, if be could help it : but took | L

the hardelt #2/-work he could get, by which the A

molt meney was to be carned.~—And ihat he :
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“aiight never be idle, he took, at a Chalftents of

Mrs. John Burrard of Lymington, a piece of

“vough ground, about nine or ten acres, on which

he might employ his leifure. »Many a time he

~ was feen working in it before fun-rife; and if
his day’s work had not been hard, inanevening
by moon-light. In a few years he made it worth
fnuch more, than when e took it; and he

found it of great ufe to his family in furnifhing
‘him fometitnes with a crop of potatoes=—or a
{ittle corn—or a few loads of hay 3 which enabled

“him to keep two or three cows, ‘and as many
* forelt colts==Some yearsafter, his good land-lady
“died; and this piece of land fell mto the hands
of Mr. Brailsfield of Kentifh-town ; who finding
it was tenanted by a man, who had taken fo

such pains to improve it, promifed neitherto
raife -his rent, nor to take it from him; which

"4 mention to his honour.—Thus a kind provi-
“dence bleffed all Baker’s defigns s and he was

richer, than many a man who was born to
thoufands. There are few men, who may not
live comfortably, if they lve according to their

ftation : and if they do not, the higheft {tations

will not fecure them from difficulties. 1 have
often heard Baker fay, that he never knew what
want was : but-then he never relaxed his wufual
frugality. When wheat was dear, to make all
ends mect, he lived on barley; and when he
~ould not with convenience compals 2 buthel of
imalt, he contented himfelf with mik or water.

11e had now five children, who were a conftant

“alaim upon his indufiry, and frugality. But

he had ofher~claims. He had been kind to his
fifter, though her behaviour did not entirely pleafe

him ¢ and he was now called upon from a quarter,
“%e did not expedl His wife’s father, grown

o,
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ofd, applied to him for aflitance. Of this man .

be never had ahigh opinion 5 but for his mother-
in-law he had always the greateft efteem. She

was as good a woman, he ufed to fay, as bis wife;

and be could not f[ay more for anywoman on earth.
However, though .he could not pretend, with
the incumberance of {o largea family, to main-

tain them entirely, he agreed ‘with the overfeers

of - the parifh, that if they would pay them a

fhilling a week, he would do the reft. Accordd

ingly he built them a little cottage ; and was a%

kind to them as he could. Soon after, on the -

old mah’s death, he took his mother-in-law into,
the houfe, and kept her tilf the died; though fhe

Lived till fhe was vpwards of ninety; and was .
blind many years.’ |

About. the time that his children were pretty

well grown' up, a fortunate circamftance “hap- -

pened. He received alezacy of féventy pounds,
and a clock. ‘Fhis money came very happily to
fcttie fome of his child-ea.  They -had it alf, he
faid, ‘among them o be never bad.a bell,-fullof meat
out of it bimfelf - "The cloek alone he'kc:pf. A
clock was the only piece of furniture he ever
coveted 5 and he always intended;, if i fhould be
in his’ power, to have porchalcd one » the ugh 1t
15 probable, if a cloeck had not been thus thrown
tn his way, he would always have found fome-
thing .more . wleful for the
mMoney. =

Nor was he kind only to his relations, as he.

got forward in the world, he was very friendly
among his neighbours 5 and lent niany a little
fum to zaffit them in their diftre{es. But as he
was a very fhrewd, intelligent man, he lentonly
where he {aw his money could be of ufe; o the
fpendthrift he would lend nothing : nor to anv

, 5 3

man,

mployment of his .
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was he in thefe loans, that although he helped
many a man out of a difficulty, 1 have heard

_ man, who frequented an ale-houle. So judicious

him fay, he never loft a farthing by lending mo-

ney in his lifes  Often indeed he receiveds the
worth of what he lent, in a little corn, a PIgs
or a calf, or fomething that was more convenient
for the borrower to pay him with, than money.
_ He was now advancing into years, and his
good Joanna began to fecl the effeCts of age
more than he did. Her ailment was a meer
decay of nature; but fhe was fo entirely weak-
ented, that fhe could do nothing for herfelf. Her
hufband hired a woman inso the houfe to attend
her near feven years, in which fhe continued

“in this helplefs ftate. Every thing be could do,

he did for a woman, who,. he faids . bad becn

biwdor to every body than berfelf. In the year

1776 fhe died ; and left him’ greatly affliCted for
the lofs of a faithful friend, who had followed
elofe by his fide, through all his laborious life,
for the fpace cf forty years. . have fcen him
fpeak of her with tears in his eyes, and agitation

i
$ &
“gnall he faid; at-the age of eighty.

He had now ihe world, in 2 manner, to be-
gin again. His children were all married or dif-
perfed : and he had nobedy with him, on whole
Zem he could lean in defcending the hill. He
vhousht' the wiich thing heeould do, was 19

draw his litle matters into as fmall a cempafs

as he could; and rid himfelf, .as much as pof-

fible, of the cares of the world, Accordingly

e fold his cows, and horfes, and a lhittle tene-

iment or two, which he had purchafed, ana
brought one hundred and ten pounds to 2 friend
to put to fome ufe 3 For as 1 cannet now, {atd he,

wark myfelfy i mufl make my money, as ke phraled
) - it
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ity werk for me. His friend made him unders
ftand, as well as he could, what was meant by,

the tunds; and advifed him to put his money;

into confolidated annuities for twenty-sight years
from January 1780. As this tranfaltion was
in the year 1782, when the funds were low, he
was made to underftand, that the intereflt would
be confiderable (about eight pounds a year) but
that the whole would be loft, if he faould live

twenty -fix years. However, as he did not igok |
forward to that time, he took his friend’s advice.
Befides this property, he had two or three other

little fums put out to intereft in private hands;
and a little tenement which he referved for himt
felt to live in; with two or three patches ot
ground, which lay near him, and ferved to em-
ploy him.

He had a good opinrion of the charitable focie-
tiés, or clubs, as they are called,  in feveral pa-
rithes around him; but he thought them uietnl

chiefly to thofe who could not depend upoiu,

them{elves. Ef_ycu‘;lgﬁfci"iows,could depend e
themfelves, and fay the {ame money by, withqut
breaking into it, he thought it might gencrally
be more ufeful to them. Four-pencz:a week
would amount to near 2 pound. inthe year.. At

harvelt fome little matter might be added to ¢
And if this praltice were begun: early in life,

in afew years, it might amount to 4 com'ortably

{fupport ‘in ficknefs or old-age.  But  foew young
e fad, /looked forward to thole tinmes,.

Jellorws,

?Zvey never thoght of morey than of living from .
band to mouth. 2 : | |
His manner now of {pending his time, was .
fomewhat_different from what it ufed to be. He
worked only a little cvery . morning, in his
grounds; or in his garden ; or'in prdcuring fucl.

A 4,
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The reft of his time he fpent in reading and in
devotion. He had now gatten above the world—
had his time much to himfelf~and {pent a great
part of it in reading the bible, which was the
only book he did read.” He had the vfeof his
eyes to the laft; and generally, though'by him-

felf, read ont; which he thought made the more

impreflion on his memory. Oftener than once,

as I have aproached his lonely cottage, 1 have
- thought 1 heard voices : but when [ entered, the
old man was fitting alone, with his bible before

him. He had as ftfong watural parts, as I al-

moft ever met with; and eafily underflood,

not only the genmeral meaning, and intention of
the golpel 5 but ‘many of the more difficult paf-
{fages init. What our Saviour faid, he thought,

0 was very ealy; ‘and much of what, St. Paul”
| faid. © "And he told me,  he had a very good
book of prayers; in his phrafe, for'a/l infents and

! As he grew more, and more nfirm, his
| triends thought 1t comfortlefls for hintto live en-

r‘ ‘ tirely by himfelf ;5 and endeavoured to perfuade
- him to get fome good old woman to live with
him ; who might take care of his houfe, and
tikewife of him, if any thing fhould ail him.

Aye, faid he, if Icould get fome good old-woman :

live now as he lived. Perhaps he had bad luck
day, as would férve him for two. :1“}1611, he
faid, there was fuch conftant goffiping, and

time at his own difpofal. In fhort, he was ob-
| e liged

but where is [he to be found @ He had tried the ex-
periment, he {aid; but had no, encouragement
to try it again. People would nor, he added,

in his choice; but - he found, that a woman
now would fpend as much in junketing 1n one

noife in'the houfe, that he eould never have his
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liged to live as theys chofe, not as he chofe

himfelf. Then fetching a deep figh, he wouwld
fay, His good Joanna bhad fpoiled bim for living
with any other woeman. ;

It was then propofed to him tolive with one

~of his daughters, who was married in the neigh-

bourhood.—He had thought of that, he faid:

but an old man was always giving offence to one,

or another 5 and one or another was always
giving offence to him:  Befides, he faid,  his

daughter had feveral children; and fo much
noife did not fuit his quiet way. of living. He
could now, at his own eafe, follow his own in--.
clination. In fhort, 1 appeared, that while he
lived, he wilhed to live entirely to bimfelf; and
that it was very indifferent, to him, when, and -

where, and how he died. ,
The deftitute condition however in which he

hived, laid him open to thedepredations of a dif-

honeft ncighbourhood. Many Lttle thefts, when
he was watched. out of his houfe, were commit-
ted* Among other things his pewter-flagon

was ftolen. ‘It hung over his drefler, and con-
vained his little fecurities, and promiffory notes.
He had however, with his ufual fagacity placed
his money in fuch fafe hands, tha: he had on this

occafion no lofs.

But among the petty. thefts which were com- ..
mitted in his houle, was a robbery. of a very ..
ferious nature. On the day. before Lymington-

fair the old man had recived fome intereft mo-
ney (about five guineas) to purchafe a few ne-

geflaries.  This being probably known, two men,

at midnight, brokeinto his houfe.. His faftening

indeed was only fuch as a good fhake might ca‘ﬁlyf."
diflodge. 'They foon entered ; and onc of them
prefling a boliter over his face, pinned him down ..

A s : with




wicked a&iv'on,'"tha’ﬁ"’fﬁoﬂ men peffefss It i$in-
s : deed
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“with kis knee; while the other fought for the

money, which was prefently found. 1 heard

.him fpeak of the tranfa&ion the next day ; and

his behaviour rai‘ed him in my opinicn. He

. {poke with the caution of an honelt man. The

thieves had a dark lantern, he faid, with then: ;

~and he thought he could fwear to one of them;
~_bat he durft not venture ', where a man’s life,
_and chara&er were concerned. d5

Fron feveral circumftances however it became

fr;gorc.pmha!:}e,- that the man, whom Baker fuf-
pe8ed, was guilty. And indeed he himfelt foon

ftar confirmed the fufpiciom: for as the neigh-
_aiter conbirmgd (ng 1UipiCioN . cr as tne neigh

hours began more to talk’ of the thing, and to
fay fals together, he thought it prudent to leave
the couniry.—'ndesd if wicked men would only

canfider beforchand the many, circumftances’ that

fead to a difcovery 3 and the almoft impoffibility

of providing ay it them z11, they would be more

‘Q_?-.urious,. on the meer ;‘irincipk’s o?"pmaén’ce,

.

ia cominitiing any defperate wickednefs. One

gircumftance which tended to fix the fulpicien

¥

n, was, that a child acci-

=

of the fa&t on this ma

_dentally mentioncd having. feen "2 cut-cheefe

in his houfe the day after the robbery. Baker

had loft a cut:cheele; and it was well known
the mman had no cheefe in his houfe before "The
other “perfon too was fu‘peed : but if either
‘of them had been taken up, it weuld moft pro-
“$4blv, haye difcovered both +“fer a knave canpot
fe depended on 7‘And indeed it is probable,
1 hoth would have beeri difeovered, had it not
%o for theold man’s (cruples—1 mentionall
b"ﬁ{t’ C!fCUmﬂaﬁCLS 70 ﬂ]tw’ that, n fa&’-“ it
pogUires Mire eare, and caution, to commit a
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deed lels difficult to be induftrious, and by that'
means make a wicked a&tion unneceflary.

Notwithftanding however the old ‘man Wwas
thus fo frequently preyed on by wicked people,

he fill continued to live alone. As to any fur-

ther lofles, he had one way, he faid, of pre-
venting them ; and that was, to keep nothing

about him, that was worth ftealing. He fafi-

ened theretore the cld bolt upon his door; and
went to fleep in his lonely cottage as quictly, as
if he had been in a caftle. | _
Though he had now enough before him, he
continued ftill to live with his ufual frugality.
Many of his neighbours thought he might have

“indulged his age a litile more, as he had the

means to do it; and asthey themfclves probably

would have done in the fame circumftances; by -
which they might have fpent 2all they had: faid -

~

wp for their old age, not knowing how long
God might have lengthened out their lives. He
lived however as he had been accuftomed to live,
in the beft of his days; for in many parts of his
life he had been pur to fhifts. He had always
gord cheefe in his houfe, and good bread, which
wds his common food. He ufed to brew..alfo:

now and then a bulhel of malt; fothathe was
~_feldom without a litile cafk of beer. Ius: gar-.
den produced him plenty of cabbages;. which .
was the only ‘plant he reared: and.every year .
he bought at Lymington fair; afide of bacon; a
~ bit of which he would, new and then, putinto

his pot with a cabbage. 'Frelh meat he never
tafted ; nor were butter, and tea, among his
neceffaries. = On this provifion he never had a
day’s ficknefs; and even at thofe times, when

- his food was lefs nourifhing, ke was able to do
’ every '
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every thing, to whi¢h the f{trength of man s
equal —What can the art of cookery do more ?

‘He was now near eighty; his limbs began to
fail5 and he was {ubje& to rheumatic pains,
which feized his right leg; and made exer-
cile very iroublefome to him. Notwithftanding
however this infirmity, and his living a mile
from the church, he rarely mifled taking a painful
walk to it every funday. The weather muft
“have been very bad to prevent him. And tho
he was now become very deaf, he did not think
even that a teafon for keeping from echurch.—
What .an example did he fet to thole, whe, tho’
in perfe@ health, inftead -of making the {abbath
a day for obraining inftru€tion, and begging God’s
blefling on the weck; profane it Ly making ita
day of paftime, and often a day of drinking,
and other wickednefs.—He was conftant alfo at
the faciament; which he always eficemed a
part of his duty. -.

He wa: confined to his houle about fix weeks

- before he died. His illnefs was a mere decay-

of nature. His legs fweiled; and his conftitu-
tion was broken up. He now fubmitted to have
fomiebody live in his cottage with him. He
was preffed to fend for a phyfician, as he had
the means to pay him: but he was refolute
againft it. If yow'could find me a doclers {aid he,
who would tell me at once, I can do you good—or
I ccnnot do you goody, 1 werdl fend for bim? but
elfe, why fbould I fend for a man 1o be paid  for
giving ‘me phyfic, wben I cannot take willuals @
In fhort, he knew he was dying, and wilhed to
die w'th as little moleftation as he could.

He kept his bed about three days; and was
fenfible to the laft. He was 1in confiderable
pain ; but he bore it with that firmnefs, and

' manlinefs,
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manlinels, with which he had fupported ali the
hard duties of a conftant life of induftry. He
died on the 15th day of May, 17915 and defited
that the zift pfalm- mlght be fung before his
corps, as he was carried through the church-
yard to his grave. The thought was new; and
the decency, and propriety of it had a good;

Cffr -&&.

On his death his effe&s amounted to about

four hundred pounds. That a man, in the

Jowelt ftation with a conftant attention to money,

fhould in the courfe of a longlife, raile that
fum, or greater, 1s not wonderful : ‘but that 2
man in the lowelt ftation, fhould leave fuch a
fum behind him, after difcharging all the offices
of life with uprightnefs, and propriety, 1s fuch
an example of an independent fpirit, and of the
force of induftry, and frugality, as deferves.to
be recorded for the benefit of others.—The fol-
lowing infeription ftands over hxs grave in

?uoidrcchurch yard.

Here
Refts from his labour
William Baker;
Whofe induftry, and frugality,
Whofe honefty, and piety,
- Were long an example
- To this parifh.
He was born in 17103

And died in 1791.

FUNERAL
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ghou haft been faithful over a few thingss I will
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FUNERAL SERMON.

Well done, good, and faithful fervant : thou bafl been
Sfaithful over a few thingss I will make thee ruler
over many things. Enter thou into tbe joy of 1ty

Lord. Mat. xxv. 33

T is the happinefs of our religion, that all

mankind, poor and rich; are equally able to
pleafe God 'The loweft may be as acceptable
in his maker’s fight as the higheft: nor are any
man’s fervices fo mean, asto be overlooked by
Kis great mafter. Refore chriftianity 1ndced,
men  were apt to think, that fuch ¢nly as had
the powerful means of doing good; could ob-
tain the favour of God—and that low people
could dofitile to pleafe him. But the gofpel in-
forms. us, that God docs not regard the allion
ot which the ation pro-
ceeds: and that the willing mind, tho’ unaccom-
panied by the altion, is as pleafing in God’s
fight, as the s&ion itfelf. Seo that, you lee, the
rich and the poer are: all equally in God’s fa-
vour.. Let each of us only do his daty in his
ation, as to-the Lord, and not unto man—
that is, with @ defire to . pleafer God, who has
pl'accd_ us in our feveral ftations, and the loweft

of ue fhall be amongft thofe, to whom the text

Well dane, good and faitbful fervani :

make thee ruler over many things. Enter thou into

the joy of thy Lord.

But now my brethren, among the duties. of
(everal ftations, there are feme, which

our
equally beléng both torich, and poor; and there

which belang to one {tatign rather
‘ than

’!\‘

ey
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than the other.—-Let me explain my meaning to

you. ; : 4
Among the duaties, which belong to both, may

Le reckoned thofe cuties, ‘which we owe to God

—love, truth, rzverence, prayer. -Such alfo are
the duties of reading, and meditating on {crip-

“ture—-of obferving the fabbath——of faith 1nour

Redeemer—of attending the l.ord’s {fupper.
Such alfo are humiity—honefty—a defire 1o lerve
our neighbour, as far as we can——the care of
our families—and other duties, that might be

entioned:  All thefe are equally required from
the poor and rich; becaule the poor may per-

form themas well as the rich. |

But there are other duties which are not thus

- equally required. As the rich man abounds in

the things of this world, it is required cf him
to be generous, and charitable; becaufe God hath
‘enabled him to be fo. But-as the poor man cannet

~ be generous and charitable, like the rich man ;

it is ‘rather required of him to be indufirions, and

frugal.

On the prefent occafion therefore I fhall make
the duties of induftry, and frugality the fubje&

‘of my difcourfe. 1 mention them together, be-

caufe they muft always keep company, to _k?e;\:of
any ufe.  Frugality can do- kitle without induf-

try: and indufiry as little. without frugality—1
fhall give you the chicf reafons, which fhould
“incline you to the pra&ice of thefe duties. y

In the firlt place, I would have you confider

“what the feripture fays on- this fubjeét. . It is -
“often ‘touched upon: but one of the moft re-

markzble paffages, is that: of St. Paul to the

Theffalonians.  When wewere with vou, this we
- eommanded you, that if aiy would not waork, neither

Sbould be eat: for we bear there are Jome amang
¥ g 3 : % ; 2 .‘" G
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you, which walk diferderly ; working not at all,
Now [uch we command, and exhart by our Lord Fefus
Chrift, that with quictnifs they work, and eat their
own bread. —Now this command that we fhould
all eat our own bread, 1s plainly founded on this
reafon, that nobody hasa right to eat the bread
of others, 1f heis able to procure his own.—In
fome cafes, no doubt the parith allowanceis a
neceflary relief——as when the fatherof a family is.
_taken off, while his children are yet young——or
when a family perhaps is greatly vifited by fick-
nefs—or when a family is uncommonly large.
But hew many are there who f(hametully run to
the parifth for relief, without any neceflity of
this kizd ? Thefe are people who ecither want
induflry in providing for their families—or fru-
gality, in not making the beft ufe of what they
provide. They frequent the ale-houfe; or they
ipend what they have, in good eating; or in
other things, which are not neceffary.  Let themi
confider, how directly they break a f{cripture
command, by eating ather men’s bread for nought ;
and by becoming chargeable without neceflity.

It may be hoped, that with chriftians a fcrip-
ture command may have fufficient weight. How-
ever 1 fhall endeavour to fhew you more at
farge, on what reafons this feripture command is
founded.

In the firft place, how defirable 1s it to fee
your little habitations as clean, neat, and well
{urnithed as any of your neighbours—to fee your
children decently clothed—to give them what
Jittle education you can=—to have them taught to

sead, which may be a comfort to them during

their lives=——to have them taught to {pin, and
work, which may give them ecarly habits of di-

great

ligence  But all' this cannot be done without

T e T e o
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ereat induftry, and frugality in the parent.—Y ot
have a choice, therefore before you, whether it
is better to do all this—at leaft todo it in the
beft manner you can—or to idle away your
time; or{pend your money in drinking at ale-
houfes? How often are the children of 1idle
parents fent to poor-houfes, where their father’s
fins are vifited upon them in all the wretched-
nefs, mifery and negle€t, which the poor little
fufferers are too often obliged to undergo.—Much

“have thofeparents to anfwer for!—I have my-~

{c1f heard fome of thele idle parents alledge, that,
as they made their money themfelves, they had
a right'to {pend it as they pleafed. To tell
fuch people, that no man hasa farther right to
any thing, which God has given him, than to
make a proper ufe of it, would be to little pur-
pofe, yet furely they muft {ee the force of this,
that if they marry, and have families, their fa-
tiilies fhould be confidered as a part of them-
felves ; and have furely a right not only to their
maintenance; but to the beft infiruétion, and
care, their parents can beftow. Who is the pro-
per perfon to take care of the children, but the

parent‘?

I would have you to confider farther, that indufs
try, and frugality are virtues, which have a par-
ticular tendency to keep you out of the way of
temptaticn, and mifchief. Where, think you,
is lewdnefs, and drunkennefs, and prophanenefs,
and fabbath breaking, and curfing, and {wearing,
and all other wickednefs beft taught? Its belt
fchool, T believe, is the ale-houfe. T'he dewvil
tempts you to be idle firft, and to love drink:
then all wickednefs follows naturally. He can-
not fo eafily get hold of a frugal, induftrious
man. The induftrious man 1s othgrwife em-
’ ployed

Ad .
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ployed. = When the day’s labour is over, he
wifhies for the night’s reft.  Between, botk, he
has hardly time to be wicked, I beljeve, if you
would look round, your acquaintances, you will
find the moft induitrious, and the moft frugal
people to be alfo the beft. e

" Confider farther, that induflry, and fru;ality
raile your characlers in the parifh: and give you
confequence.  You are often inclined to think
yourfelves of more confequence than you really
are. You are often ready to take offence, when
you hear any little ftory told of you, which ‘you
think you do not deferve; tho’ probably the fiory
may be very true. All this however fhews you
wifh 1o preferve your charaQers. But you take
the wrong way. It is not believing yourfelves
of confequence; or defliing to ftop people’s
mouths, that will give you credit with your neigh-
bours. L.eave your neighbours to talk as they
will » and do you alt as jou ought: and you need
take no farther care about your charaéter. Ho-
nefty, induftry, and frugality will give charadler,

and confequence to the loweft among you.  He

who fupports himfelf by his own labour, is equal

is not more independent. While his idle neigh-

bour, abjs& and bafe-minded, is pitifully going

about begging relief of a parith-officer; /e feels

his own confequence, and is beholden only to

» his heavenly Mafter : he wants no affiftance, but
~ God’s blefling, and the ufe of hislimbs.

indufiry, and frugality are the belt means of mak-
ing you bappy. I might fay this with regard to
 the next world (for all virtues are generally more

or lefs linked together) buf 1 am f(peaking now
only of the happinefs of this life. With what

to any -body. The richeft man in the country.

Laftly, 1 fhould wifh you to confider, that

pleafure
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- pleafure ‘may a poor man look round him, and

fee all his family out in the world, ~and by the

blefling of God, doing well through his precepts,

and example ; and himfelf with fome little mat~
ter ftill before him, if God flould lengthen out
his time a little longer ? There are many cafes,
no doubt, where it is impoflible, that any thing
can be faved : but in many familics, even in this.
parith, I know, fomething might. If ‘people

~ would only fave what they fpend at ale-houfes,

or in things unneceflary, {fomething might be

laid by againft a fit of ficknefs ! or (if God fhould

blefs them with health) againft old age.~—And.

i« the pleafure, think you, of fotting at an ale-

houfe equal to this comfortabie independence #-

1 know there are many who reafon with them-

felves, that if they can maintain their familiess.

while they are well, it 1s all they defire: when
they are fick, or old, the parith 1s obliged to
maintain them. It may be a perfon’s misfor-

tune to come to the parifh : tut whena man mn

the prime of his firength reafons in this way, I
dare teke upon me to fay, heis, at the bottom,
an idle, good. for-nothing fellow 5 and his reafon -
ing is only an excufe for drinking, or fome other

extravagance. In general, fuch pecple go on int
a regular progrefs to ruin. At firft they geta
jove for liquor. They will fit whole days, and.

nights in ale-houfes. They next get inte debt.
if they have farms to manage, their affairs go
wrong. If they are labourers, their families want
bread : their children are half-ftarved, and half-
naked. 1 need not point out thefe people to
you: they point eut them{elves«. You fee them
loitering about the parifh, languid wretches,
with faces fodden, pale, and dropfical, the ob-
iel@s equally of pity and contempt ee—iany,

; no
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no - doubt, frequent fotting. houfes;, whe have
Bot yet gone this length: but they are in the
high way towards it': [et them take-care in time;
‘pi,n'.cfs,j my ncighbours, you may depend upon
it;.1n. fucha life -as this. = However you may-be
gntxccd‘by ‘the pleafures of idlenefs, and drink-
188, (which laftis commonly the beginning of all
mifchief) you may be- affured, thacall thefe things

continually ; and that nothing can make a-man
fo happy, asliving in his ftation as he ought,
with honelty, fobriety, indoftry, and frugality.

and under the controul of others. ‘Thefe virtves
allow a man to live, independent: of others, and
1n the manner he withes to live himfelf.

neighbour, whofe remains lie: before us. * His
ftation in life, you know, . was only thatof a
common: day-labeurer:” but, as far as 1 could
judge, he fet juft fuch an example in that fa-
iion; and behaved exalily, as he ought to have
done. He had that generous independent {pirit,
which 1 have been recommending to you, that
tcorned to live upon the labours of others; and
feemed to lay it down as a principle from the
begiining of his life, to be obliged, under Ged,
only to his own labour. By this alone he bred
up a large family, without receiving a fingle
farthing from the parith. But this could not have
been done without great induftry, and frugality.
He worked hard; he lived hard; denying him-
{elf every indulgence in eating and drinking,
that he might not be a burthen to others =
When his family was off his hands, he thought,
for the fame rcafon, it was proper for him, to

lay

their: ruin is coming on.—~There isno real hap-

bring their bitter moments, not only af laff, but.

No man can live happily, who lives at the will,

Such was the life of cur very refpelable-

'@f
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fay up -a little for hisold age. “While he eould,

therefore he continued ftili to work; and lived

“in the fame hard manner; which was now be-

comequite eafy, and habitual to him.=It pleafed
God to blefs this labours helaid up fo much as

‘maintained him, during his old -age; and ke

has left fomething behind him to be a comfort

‘to his children, if they"make a right ufe of it.

He never‘could be faid to be whoHy paft his la-

bour. Till within a few weeks of his death, he
every day worked z little; and it'became an agree-

able amufement to him. He had, ‘all hislife,

been ufed to laborious working. - Many a time

I have heard him {ay, that, in gbncra] labourers
now did not know what it was to work : and 1
have heard others fay, who knew him better than
Idid, that he would have done asmuch in one
day, as many people doin two.

1 have heard fome -of his neighbours tax him
with being a mifer, and covetous; andfay, that
as he might have lived more comfortably in
his old age, his hard living could be owing only

to a covetous temper-  He might, it is true,

have' lived more -comfortably in his old age, as

they may think, who accufe him—and whoare

fonder of indulgence than he was : but he could
not have lived more comfortably to himfelf, ‘than
he did; and 1 am perfuaded no manhad ever

- {efs of the mifer in his heart.——But let me de-

fend the chara&ter 'of my goodold neighbour in

this particular : let me fhew you the dlﬁerencc
between histemper, and thatof a mifer.
A mifer hoards money for its own fake, 'Hs.

does not confider the ufe it is to aniwers nor
indeed puts it'to any ufe atall. Hoarding it up

is all he has in view.  He loves money.  You
remember -an inftance of a perfon, not many

years
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years ago, in this parith, who expired grafping
his purfc, under his bed-clothes to his heart.
Perhaps he meant to fecure it, if he fhould
recover : butit plainly appeared to be his firfk
care 3 and if any fhould charge him with a love
of moncy, 1 ﬁmu Id not krow how to defend
him.

With covetoufne(q, or a love of moncy, thcrc

is often mixed—indeed, 1 believe, generally—
‘a little knavery. 1f he who /loves money does not

openly cheat, he has many ways of pralifing
little underhand, dirty tricks, which an upright
man would hardly call honeft.—I give you the
belt fide of him, for the mifer is generally a

very wicked charalter. The apoftle indeed tells

us, that the love-of moneyis the root of all evil.

~ Had our worthy, deceafed neighbour thefe
figns of a mifer about him ?. As to his integrity,
1 dare take upon me to fay, a more upright, ho-
—ncﬁ man never lived. - Many difhoneft praétices,
1 have heard of in the parith—many little knavifh
tricks, I have feen; to take advantages, and get
money: butI never heard of one aion in the
whole, long life of ‘our deceafed neighbour,
that was not fair, and honeft, and upright in the
‘highelt degree: and I doubt not, -but you can
all Join with'me in bearing this teftimony. So

far then you will allow, that nothing of the tem-

per of a mifer yet appears.=—=How fhould there ?
‘There was no toundation for it. He had no love
tor money, merely for its own fake; butas it
might be the means of carrying him indepen-
dently tothe end of his life—and if he did not
fpend 1t all, that the remainder might be of fome
little ufe tohis family. 1 have known him do
what, in- his circumftances were even generous
shmgs. Wbcre he thought it ncccﬁ’aryto fpc}r:d,

. 15
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fiis money, he fpent it freely. He lived hard
indeed : ‘but whom did that hurt 2 It enabled
fim to do many a kind thing: but nobody ever
{uffered from ic but himfelf. It is not living bard
w—it 18 not laying up money, that makes a man a
mifer; but itis the intention, with which he
Tives hard=—it is the intention with which he lays
up money. Our late neighbour’s intention was
merely that of an independent fpirit, which could

—“not bear to be fupported by other peopie’s labour.

He lived hard himfelf, left, if he had indulged
“himfelf, he fhould afterwards have been obliged
10 live on the labours of others.—~And 1s -there
any thing in this like alove of money ! He had
‘no love for money, that interfered, 1 dare take
“upon me to fay, with anyone duty that belonged
“to his ftation.—How little he valued it for its
sown fake, 1 had many opportunities of {eeing, as
moft of his money pafled through my hands.
Some years ago, you remember his houfe was

“broken open; he mentioned his lofs to me, not

like a2 mifer; but.as far as his money was con-
cerned, with chriftian indifference.  His chict
diftrels was for thofe, who had donethe deed.
To him, he faid, they had done little injury.
By the bleffing ‘of God, hedoubted not but he
had enough to fupport him, while he lived: and
it was owing, lbelieve, more to his lenity, and

fctuples, than to the want of eviderice, thac the '

thieves were not convifted. So far from bavisg
any thing covetous about hin, he appeared al-

ways to be entirely difengaged from all worldly
thoughts ; ﬁron"’gly'impre?Ted with a fenfe of re-
ligion; and ready to leave all behind him with
the utmoft indifférence, and begin his great jour-
ney to eternity at a moment’s warning, when-

ever it fhould pleafe God te call him. He ufed
to
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to talk of death, juft as he would of one of the
commoneft events of life; and left with me a few
diretions about carrying his body to the grave,
with as much indifference, as a farmer would
give directions about carrying a load of corn to
‘his barn.

‘Thus, through a very long life- he pafled in-
necently, religioufly, inoffenfively, and quietly
to that grave, to which we now confign him.
Let me earnellly exhort all you, who this day
follow his corpfe thither, to follow alfo his exam-

ple—that, when . it becomes your turn to be
brought dead into the church, your neighbours

may point out your example, asthey may his, for

‘others to follew; and apply to you, asI hope

we may with juftice apply to him, Well done, .
good and faithful [ervant, thou hafl been faithful over
o few things, I will make thee yuler over many

Yhings : enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.




