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The W I RE, &

YARAH SMITHWAITE, egyly in life,
married an honeft induftrious man;
who was by trade a malon. For the two
firft years of Ler marriage fhe was as hap-
y as a good hufband and a prudent con-
dut could make her ; fhe was very notable,
took great pride in feeing her houle clean
and in order, and if her little boy had but
a ragon it was clean and tidy. When Ri-
‘chard, for fo her hufband was called, came -
home from work on a winter’s evening he
was fure to return to a bright little fire, and
to be met by a wife with fo {miling and
cheerful a countenance, that if things had
gone fomewhat crofs in the day, amd hig -
temper was a little ruffled, his good-hu-
mour was quickly reftored. Honeft Rich-
ard was {o happy in his wife and child that
he fcarcely ever fpent an evening from his
own fire-fide, and the care he {aw his wife
take of what he earned, and the many com-
forts,through her good management, it pro-
A2 - cured
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<eured him, was fuch a fpur to his induftiy, A,

~ that he purfued his daily labours cheerfully,

’! “and got forward apace. But alas! thishap-
| “pinels was [oon mterrupted. | |
; Unhappily, Sarah formed an intimacy 4

: with a Mrs. Ciacket, who was lately come
- to be her neighbour: this woman was a
- great goflip; inftead of being at home in
- her family fhe was all the morning gadding
from houfe to houfe; fhe would call on

e e | T RS AR A -~

“this neighbour and the other mneighbour; ¥
. ftop half an hour to hear news at ove houfe,
i then make a call at another'to communi-
cate what fhe had heard, and fo on till the
: whole morning would pafs away, while her é
' “children were going in rags,. and acquiring

. a thoufand bad habits by idling about the
“ftreets. ¢ Evil ¢communication,” we are
-~ told Dby the dpofile, * corrupts good- L
manners,” and the truth of this was never G
“more firikingly illufirated than in Sarah. '
'Mrs. Clacket never failed to take her neigh-
“bour Smithwaite in her rounds, and was fo
- chatty, and had always fo much news to
 commuticate, that Sarah thought her the
moft agreeable perfon in the ‘whole village,
and confidered her time well employed'in
liftenivg to her, though her work would in
the mean time fland ftill by the hour toge- e
“ther ; nor was this the worft ; the vifits Sa-
“yah received from her neighbour Clacﬁlet
, Adi iy
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the 'muft neceffarily return, and then how:
couid fhe refufe to go with her neighbour to
make a few calls, as the termed it ; in thorg,

& Sarah, by conflantly aflociating with Mress - 48

Clacket got f{uch a habit.of gdddmg, that - . . §

fhe was never eafly in her houfe; and grew

fo much to refemble her,.that from being =~

£ ~one of the beft, fhe became one of the worlt .

of wives and mothers. g

It had been Sarah’s favourite maxim _hi- -

therto, that ‘¢ a Stitch tn time faves ,mnc,” i

and fhe had alwayvs found her account in -

adhering to it, but her frequent junketings

1 with her nelghb@ur Clacket, andwothers of

| the fame turn, to whom the had introduced

2 her, took up to much of her time; that fhe

» could find none to att_,c:l;d, to .the cares of

her family., If her little boy had a hole in

b his coat or fiocking, Sarah would fuffer i

izt to remain from day to day, till it was fo
large 1t would take five times as long to
mend it, and, after all, ,would lcok very
unfightly : - in thort, every thing was ne-

, gle&-ed.,; her houle, from being one of the

: - cleaneft, was now one of the moft dirty and

diforderly in the village, and all that fhe

| could cribout of her hutbands carpi: ;55 went’

i to buy frippery ornameuts, 1o muwe her fit,

as the ufed to fav, to Keep cx)m,._,_h:,}- with

her betters. for {o ‘e ealled Mrs Glacket,
becaufe fhe had more money and could
drefs better,
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This fort of conduct could not be pleat- «
‘;. ing to Richard ; at firft he expoftulated in
. mild terms, and endeavoured by gentle lan-
‘ guage to recal herto a fenfe of her-duty;
but finding that all he faid was of no avail,
and that Sargh ftill continued her follies,
his temper became foured and irritated ; he
returned from work peevifh and out of hu-
mour, and often fought in an ale houfe the
| comforts he ufed to look for at home; he
no longer purfued his work with' his ufual
A alacrity ; the fpur to his induftry was gone;
| he worked no more at over-hours, by which
his weekly flipend was formerly much en-
- aeafed, the comforts it once produced him
‘were no more, and he became carelefs and
negle@ful. ‘Sarah could not but oblerve
this change in her hufband, and complained
loudly of it to her neighbour Clacket, €f-
f ~ peciaily of his peevifh temper, which, fhe
faid, was paft bearing. Mrs. Clacket con-
doled with her upon her hard fate, but
faid it was entirely her own fault ; “ Only,”
faid fhe, ** pluck up a little {pirit, give him
as good as he fends, and P’ll warrant you
will foon bring him into better humour.”
Sarah had too high an opinion of her
triend not to take her advice : the next tume

negle&t of her family, Sarah, in the words

‘of her friend, gave bim as good as be brought;
i initead

her hufband expoftulated with her upon her <
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inftead of oppofing filence, at leaft, to his
too juft rebukes, {he bade him look to him-
felf before he reproved her, and began to |
enumerate every folly he had committed ;
fince (he hid known him; and not.content .
with this, added thofe of father, mother, ]
fitters, and brothers. This incenfed Rich- .
ard, and provoked him to ufe many bad': ~§
words, which Sarah returned fourfold, for
fince her intimacy with Mrs. Clacket, the
was, like her, become very. loquacious, or .
talkatve. " ’
Though this conduét did not produce the
' effe@ on her hufband’s temper Sarah was
f aflured it would, and though fhe faw that
inftead of mending his humour itirritated 3
i fhe, neverthelefs, continued to .aggravate
2 on every occafion, and to give her tongue
fuch licenfe, that the houfe wasa continued
fcene of ftrife. whenever  (he and her huf-
i band were in it. It happened one Sunday
morning, according to cuftom, that when
_ Richard called for a pair of ftockings, none
3 were to be found that did not want mend-
ing, and he was obliged to wait while his-
wife fewed up two or three holes before he
could put them on. This, as I have betore
hinted, was no new thing; it repeatedly .
| happened ; but Richard was this morning, |
. perhaps, lefs in a humour to bear it with-
out murmuring ; he made fome remarks
‘ ot 4 0POTE




from a nail in the wall, and turned out of
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upan her negle®, and threw out fome bit-
ter refleCtions againt her neighbour Clack-
€t, to whofe vile example he attributed all
Ger mifconduét.  Sarah retorted with her
ufual flippancy ; for every word of Rich-
ard’s fhe returned ten, and as {he knew

that would aggravate him more than any

thing elfe, the began to revert to the faults
of his father, who having in his youth been
addicted to liquor, had faved nothing to fup-
port him in his age, and was now chiefly
maintained out of his fon’s earnings, added
to a fmall matter he received weekly from
the parith. Richard had for fome time
borne all with tolerable temper, but this
raifed his choler to fuch a pitch, that it was

with the utmoft difficulty he refirained him-

felf trom firiking her: Sarah feeing his
hand raifed againfl her was frightened, and
began for the firft time to think fhe had
gone a little too far; but too proud te
make any conceflions, or even by her filence
to let him fee, as fhe called it, that he had
gained his point, fhe continued the {ame
aggravating language; and when Richard,
with a very bad word, declared he would by
fome means prevent her keefing company
with that vile woman who had corrupted
her, to thew him how little fhe regarded
wiat he faid, fhe took her hat and cloak

the
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the houfe, {aying fhe thould not give up'the
oniy friend (he had in the world 10 pleafe
him, norany hufband ten times as good.
ﬁ - Richard was going to flop her, but feeling
his paffion again to rife, and fearing he
might be provoked to ftrike her, he was

& prudent enough to let her go, and fat down

- to recover himfelf, - When his naflion had
- fomewhat fubfided, and he began to refleét
t& coolly on what had happened, he was fen-

he had done wrong in fuffering paffion fo
far to get the better of -his reafon; for he
4 juftly reflected, that if he could not bring
about the reformation of his wife by gentle
) means, there was little hopes of effecting it
by violence ; on all.accounts, therefore, he
repented  giving way to paffion. . Sarah inn .
{ - the mean time haftened to her friend Clack-
| et to tell all her grievances, and to rdil a- .
ganft her hufband ; but the was much dif-
appointed to find that the wasgone out for
the whole day. Not knowing what to. do
with herfelf, and in no humour to return
home, fhe fauntered down 2 green lane at
a little diftance from her houfe, withour
‘ knowing whither the was goinz and refle@-
. ing with bitternefs on the miferable life .
fhe led, which far from atireibuting to her
own folly, the laid who!ly to the humour of
what fhe called a bad hufband.  She had not

A ¢ -gone.

fible that however great the provocation, |
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gone far before fhe was overtaken by Mr. *
Allen, the curate of the village. There
could not be a more worthy benevolent cha-
racter than this gent] eman He had heard ;
that Sarah and her hufband did not live fo
happily together as formerly, and that her
mi{conduét and intimacy with Dame Clack-
et was the caufe of their difagreement; he =
wifthed to inquire into the truth andto give
Saraha little wholefome advice if necoffa- .
ry, the prefent feemed a good opportunity.
and he immediately accofted her.

Mr. dllen. Good morrow, neighbour
Smithwaite, how is your hu{band and the

1{; ittle chubby boy I ufed to admire fo much?
i  Sarab Caurfejj/wg Both pure well, thank ¢
. you, Sir. |

i Mr. Allen. ‘Well, and how do you goon?

| 3 {uppole by this time, as you have no great
increafe of family, you have been able to

iay by a little matter againft a rainy day.

Sarab. Againft a ram} day ! Sir, I aflure

I you we are much worf¢ off than ever.

i ~ Mr. Allen. How fo? you have had n0

i ficknefs B s ge

icknefs in your family 1 hope

Sarab. No, Sir, no ﬁcknefs thank God we

‘have all been purc well.

~ Mr. Allep. Then how is it that you are

worle off than you ufed to be ? | always un

“derflood that Ricliard was an induftrious

_‘man, and one ofzhe ébe{* ofhuﬂ)ands.

Sarab.
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. Ssrab. Ah Y Sir, was, yes, he was one of

the beft hufbands, but he is not now what

he ufed to be.
Mr. Allen. Tam forry tohear this; 1 hope

Le has not taken to drinking ¢

Sarab, Why as to that, Sir, 1 cannot fay

that he ever gets in liquor, but he {pends

almoft all his evenings at the Swan ; time
was he ufed to {pend them at homeat his .

own fire-ide. B
Mr. Allen. This is.a bad habit indeed;

it is aftonithing to me that a man fhould -
prefer an ale-houfe, when he has a clean
comfortable fire-fide of his own, and a good-
humoured wife to receive him, and nodoubt -
Sarah you take care that your hufband has .

both there. | :
Sarah, wiih fome confufion Why, Sir,

when people have families, you know, they .

cannot expec things to be always inprint;
where one has only two roomsand a little

thed, and wathing, and cooking, and mend- .
ing, and making, and all to do, one muft :

fometimes be in a little diforder ; but Rich-

ard has no thought of that, if every thingis .
not juit in 1ts place, or he has to wailt a .

quarter of an hour for his dinner, or while

1 button is fewed on his fhirt, the houfe 13,
too hot to hold him, lam fare I lead the

life of a dog with him: he is not the man
He Wi be s f L
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- Mr. dllen. He was not then always {ub-

1eé& to this violence of temper ?

- Sarab. Oh no, Sir, for two years after we
were married .there was not a beiter huf-
band, nor a better. tempered man in the
world ; and fo indufirious! It would fur-
prize you, Sir, to know how much money
he 2ot by working over hours.

Mr. Ailen, He‘negleﬂs his bufinefs now,

THuppofe ?

Sagrah. Why no, Sir. 1 cannot fay that
neither; to be fure he does not lét the child
or me want for any thing, but he never

- works at over-hours as he ufed to do; he

hias got it in his head that he fhall be none
the richer if he gets ever fo much, becaufe
hie fays 1 manage. fo badly; indeed he
feems to take delight now in nothing but
quarrelling withme ; I'm fure I lead the
life of a dog. ‘

Mr. Allexr. In mot differences between

- man and wife, neighbour Smithwaite, there
.are faults on both fides ; now let us examine

a littie whether you are not as much, if not

more in fault than your hufband; from what

you have faid, and what I have before
beard, I am inclined to think this the cafe/
You do not, I think, accufe Richard of
drinking, nor any vice of that kind. 1 hough
he does not work at over-hours, you fay he
takes care that neither you nor your child

2 | fhould

T .




= @ %5

T i T

e “4.‘."":"[’ -

2 Ve

Y

]

: o Fa)
thould want for any thing; your principal
charge 1s againft his temper. Anirricable
temper is certainly very reprehenfible, but
as you fay that for two years atter your
marriage Richard was one of the bef! temper-
ed men, | am perfuaded fuch a change
could not take place without fome caufe ;

~<an you now lay your hand on your heart,

and f{ay ferioufly, that you have never gi-
ven your hufband provocation?

Sarabh. Why, Sir, he has taken it into
his head to be in his airs becaufe [ keep
company with my neighbour Clacket, who
isas good afort of woman as any in the
world ; if it 'was not for her I thould not be

~able 1o bear with his humours; bur 1 go

and tell her my troubles, and fhe comforts
me, and advifes me what to do. Indeed if
fhe had not periuaded me to ptuck up a
little {pirit, there would have been no iy '‘ng
with him; but Richard hasno word bad
enough for her, becaufe fhe is my triend ;
but I am determined never to give her y
and fo [ have told him. |

Mr. Allen. Lhis is not a&ing asa good
wife, Sarah. [t is your duty to love, hodour
and obey your hufband; God commands you
o to do; and however lighiy you may
think ' of this commandment, you hiave
{worn at the altar to keep it. _

Sarab. Yes, Sir; but this is fuch an an-
veafonable thing !

s
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Mr. 4lew. 1t is your duty to give cup

to your huiband, Sarah, in all things that
_are not criminal; and in this inftance Rich-

ard has, if what [ have heard be true, very
good reafon for objecting to your intimacy
with Dame Clacket, who is, to my know-
ledge, a very idle goffipping woman, neither
a good wife nor a good mother.

Sarah, Dear, does your Reverence think
fo? 1’m fure [ never faw any harm ot her
in my life; to be fure fhe and her huiband
quarrels, and fhe is obiged in herown de-

{ence to give him as good .as he brings, or

he would, as the fays, trample her under
foot; but Pm fure if he would let her alone
fhe would not begin.

Mr. s llen. 1 am afraid, Sarah, you have

imbibed too many of her principles for your
own or your hufband’s happinefs. [ am
told and I now fear it is too true, that you
arc continually from home junketung with
this woman, that you meet only o rail
againft, and talk over the faults of your
hufbands; and that by thefe means you flir
up cach other.to oppofe and aggravate thewr

tempers.

Sarah felt the force of theic truths toc
firongly to reply immediately; fhe hefitated,
and was covered with confufion, to find ihe

_venerable curate fo well acquainted with her

manner of goingon. At length fhe faid, to
‘ ' i o he

2
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be'fure fhe could not fay but fhe had got a
habit of being from home more than fhe
ufed to be, and fae often thought the would
break tI\rough it, but her neighbour Clacket
always faid fo much that fhe could never
refufe. '

- Mr. Allen. Can you then wonder at your
huiband withing to break off a connection,

“which, by your own account, leads you into

things that you know to be wrong. 1f Dame
Clacket were your true friend fhe would
advife you to that only which would conci-
Hate the affections of | your hufband, and
make your life comfoxtabxe |
Sarab. U1l anfwer for it, Sir, the meansno
harm. To be fure fhe did tell me to give

my hufband as good as he fent, when he
feolded, and I believe I may have now and
then gone rather too far with that, as Ihave

this morning.

Mr. Allen underftanding that a difpute
had recently happened, infenfibly led Sarah
to give him a detail of the particulars,
which the did, and fo 1mpamaily, that he

was 4at no lofb to fee that the fault, as he

had reafon to think it ufually did, layin
her aggravating tongue, he therefore went
on thus: |
~ Mr. Allen. From the account you have
given me, Mrs. Smithwaite, we fee the
truth ofthe Apoftle Jamesswords, eitie

tongue
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tongue 13 a httle member that boaﬁeth great

¢

things.”  ‘“ Behold, continues he, ¢ how
great a matter a little fire kindleth” in
other words, obferve how much firife and
animofity may be occafioned by one
thoughtlefs or aggravating word ; one bad
word, natura‘ly leads to aunother, till the
fury of each party is kindled, and blows
and murders are often the confequence.

Sarabh. Yes, Sir, to be lure, I mighr be
wrong ; but you cannot think how crofs and
ill-naiured Richard {poke about the flock-
ings, though | am fure I was not more than
ten minutes mending them.

Mr. Allen. ‘¢ A {ott anfwer,” my zood
woman, we are told by Solomon, the wxfeﬁ
man rhat ever lived, ¢ tarneth away w ath.”

Ncw had you recollected this, and,in{tcad
of tritating your hufband’s tenrper, which
was already ruffled, had told him you were
{forry for the negled, and would endeavour
to. prevent it in tuture, be affured his anger
wouid foon have paflfed away, and the difa-
grecah!e confequences that {ucceeded en-
tirelv avotded. :

Sarab.. hy, to be fure, 1 muft own 1
did | rovokc him; [.am forry now 'hd[ I
- faid Io much, but if [ had been to be killed

for it I could not have helped it at thc Hme:

M;s. Allen. Lhe f{cipture tells us,. Mrs.

Smithwaite, that ** The tongue isa fire, a
v’orld
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world of iniquity,” that it defileth the
whole body, and fetteth on fire the whole
courfe of nature:” now fo much power
being attributed to the tongue, we cught
to confider it as one of the moft important
duties to govern it wifely ; 1t was given us
to utter the pratfes of our Creator, not to
blafpheme his holy name, and to become
an inftrument of firife and contention
among our brethren, whom we are com-
manded to love and edify. 1 {peak thus
to you, Mrs. Smithwaite, becaufe I fee
you regularly at church, and conclude,
therefore, that you have fome fenfe of
religion. ~
_Sarah. T hope fo, fir; for I fay my
prayers regularly.

Mr. Adlien. The mere repetition of
prayers, or attendance on church, (I mean
where 1t produces no effect on our conducét)
can avail little ; if we hope to pleafe God
and live with Chrift, we muft cultivate
that {pirit of meeknefs and forbearance,
an example of which he fets us in his.
blefled life : our faith is nothing if it pro-
duce not {uch fruits, for by thefe’ fhall we
know that we are truly his difeiples. You
may, pcrhaps, think, that if you avoid
yielding to paffion yourfelf it is fufficient,
that our duty ends in refiraining our owa
paffions ; but it is far otherwile, we muft

' have
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have regard to the infirmities of our pooe:
brethren, affit them in fighting the gdod

‘, fight, and be careful not to throw in their
way a caufe of ftumbling or offence; it is
eur duty to avoid every word; look, or
action, that is hikely to excite or roufe thofe
evil propenfities which more or lefs lie

break forth on the flighteft occafions ;
every one muft feel that the fleth lufteth.
continualiy againft the fpirit; and are we
not, think you, accountable for the fins
of our brother, if inflead. of afliting him
;g to overcome the evil of his nature, we
provoke and excite it ? When we fee our
brother on. the point of yielding to the
pafiion of anger, and flir up or encourage
it by any provoking or agravating language,

advifes us to “ keep a ftriét guard on our.

not in word, the fame is a perfet man,
and able alfo to bridle the whole body.”
In another place he adds, “‘ The tongue is
an unruly evil, full of deadly poifon.” The
words of our Lord himfelf on this {ubjet
are very remarkable, and deferving the
moft {erious cenfideration. *“ A good man
‘out of the good treafure of his heart
bringeth

R A v 3 i Ve aitl SRy o Al FEGLEDLASS LY LIEL e L B

dormant in us all, and are too ready to.

1 do we not, think you, tempt him to evil,
and become guilty of his fin 2+ St. James.

tongue, leaft it tempt our brother to evik
“ If any man,” fays the apoftle, ‘¢ offend.
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bringeth forth good things, and an evil
“man out of the evil treafure of his heart
bringeth forth evil things; out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth {peak-
eth : But 1 fay unto you that every idle
word that men fhall fpeak, ‘they fhall give
account thereof in the day of judgment,
“ for by thy mouth fhalt thou be juttified,
and by thy mouth fhalt thou be con-
demned.” ‘Oh, Mrs. Smithwaite, this is
ari awful denunciation; and from the lips
of truth itfe f! let it found ever 1n your
ears, and prevent your giving your tongue
a licence you fhall fear to recolleCt in that
tremendous day.
tSarah. Ohy - Sie b ] am quite thocked at
what you telf me; I never thought I had;
been fo wicked; I am convinced 1 have
done wrong, and will never in future pro-
voke my hufband in the manner 1 have
done. I will retarn home and entreat
his forgivenefs. |

Mr. Allen. - The winding of this lane,
if I am not miftaken leads to your cot-
tage : come, 1 will go with you, and have
the pleafure of witnefling your reconci-
lration. |

Sarab. Oh, Sir, how good you are! 1
begin to think 1 have been more in fault
than Richard; for to be fure, when I come ‘
to confider, it is a long time fince he has
had a comfortable fire-fide to come to.

Mr._Allen.
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Mr. dilen. T am rejoiced, < my good
Sar_gh, to hear you talk thus, the fault that
is {een and acknowledged is half amend-
ed; believe me you will find far more
pleafure in performing your duty than in
attending to the goffip and junketing of
y.our neighbour Clacket.

darah. :You have convinced me,  Sir,
that it ismy duty to obey my hufband,
therefore, if it ishis will, 1 will'certainly,

whatever it may coft.me. break off with
. Bamie Glacket' ' ‘At ithis moment they

entered the cottage, where Richard, who
had the dav before ftrained his thumb, fo
that he could. not go to work, was fitting
and ruminating on the unhappy propenfities
ot his wife. He rofe refpeéfully to re-
ceive the goad. carate, but when he in-
troduced his. wife to him as a penitent for
the faults fhe had committed,; and heard
her acknowledge them, afk his forgivenefs,
and ‘declare  her refolution to amend, he
was almoft befide himfelf with Joy-;. not-
withftanding the prefence of the curate, he
took her round the neck, and giving her

J ./ a hearty kifs, declared, that if (he would

make good her words, and be to him the
wife {ne was when they firft married, he
would never fpend an evening at an ale-
houafe, nor again give her a crooked word.

‘ The
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Jhe good curate was delighted with the
reconciliation his admonitions had brought
about, he received their mutual thanks and
bade them farewell, promifing to eall upon

them again. Sarah told her hufband fhe

would break off her conncétion with Mrs.
Clacket ; but Richard was 1o pleafed with
the conduét of his wife, that he idic AE 1t

~wonld give her pain he would not defire t,

as fhe feemed fo fenfible of her errors,
and to know fo well how to amend them,
for while he took a walk with his little boy,
fhe had fet about cleaning her apartment
and fettng things in order, wathed the
table-cloth, and had every thing in order
for his return. Nor was this fudden refo.
lution foon forgotten, Sarah perfevered in
the fame conduét with unremitted afhduity,
and Richard in return became the fame
diligent, induftrious, and*kind hufband he
had tormerly been. Mrs. Clacket feveral
times called and endeavoured to joke Sarah
out of the part the had taken, but fhe was
now too weli convinced of her errors to
relapfe, dand found too much comfort in
the path fhe had returned to, again to
Iwerve from it, Mrs. Clacket, therefore,
finding her opinions had not the fame
weight as formerly, made her calls lefs
frequent, and laft wholly dropt them: nor

was
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was this any vexation to Sarah ; fhe found, ‘
| as Mr. Allen foretold, infinitely greater

gz {atisfacion in performing the duties of her

' flation than in liftening to the idle tales,

or in attending to the junketings of her
neighbour Clacket, |
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