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Thofe Trifles that amufe in life,
Promote a higher end ; i

Since Reafin in this lighter drefs, |
With plealure we attend.
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"PREFACE.

HE different 1nclinations, em-
~ § ployments,and amuf{ements which
engage the attention of boys and oirls,
{uggetted to the Author of the follow-
ing trifling performance, that {fuch a
defign might not be ufelefs to fill up
thofe intervals of leifure, which may
occur to the former from their more
important ftudies. With this view,
therefore, it is now fubmitted to the
candour of public infpetion, trufting

for a favourable reception, more to the

utility of the plan, than the merit of
its execution. The indulgent atten-
tion with which the Adventures of a
Pincufhionhavebeenhonoured,flatter-

work like the prefent might meet with

equal fuccefs ; as the aim 1n both has

been to promote the caufe of wirtue,

t:d the writer with an opinign, that a
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and to blend the hints of inftru@ion
with incidents of an amufing nature.
The former work was defigned chiefly
for the ufe of young Ladies ; this is
- evidently calculated for young Gentle-
men : for although the laws of juftice,
probity, and truth are of general obli-
gation, yet, it was imagined, that by
confulting different amufements and
purfuits, and recommending the ac-
complithments feparately, in which
- each fex were more particularly con-
cerned, the fubje&@s would become
more 1nterefting to thofe readers to
whom they were immediately addrefi
“ed, and have, in confequence, a bet~
ter chance for approbation.

~
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| S I have heard that a Pincufbion, a Dog, a
Halfpenny, anda Bank- Note, have each writ-
ten a hiftory of their adventures, I thought to my-
{elf one morning, when I was left upon a writing
- defk, that it would bea convenient opportunity for
- me toimitate fuchexamples, and that the memoirs
‘of a Peg-Top might proof equally entertaining
. with any of the beforementioned hiftories. So re-
{olving to recollect the various fcenes I had paf-
i{ed through, I determined to prefent 1y adwven-
‘tures, likewife, to the world, and fhare in the
{fame of thofe Authors, whao had beftowed their

itoy, while the reft of their fpecies were con-
\figned to negle&t or ¢blivion,

{ent form on a Friday morning, and furveyed

preduced. In the afiernoon of the fame day he

‘labours to immortalize a particular animal or.

I was completed, gentle reader, into my pre-

with great fatisfaction by the workman who had -
accomplithed me, as the beft top he bad ever.

carricd me, with numbers of my brethren, to a
large toy-fhep in Piccadilly ; where I was pre- " . \
fented to the Mafler; and afier being examined, £
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and having received great commendation from
the mechanic who brought me thither, was tof-
fed, with very little ceremony, into a large
drawer with the companions who had accompa-
nied me, and fome whom I never before faw. As
we were all zeaw, and had not as yet feen any
thing beyond our prefent abode, and the bag in
which we were conveyed to it, we remaioed ex-
tremely filent and referved ; for you muft allow
me the privilege of fuppoﬁn':, I can make
known my fentiments to other inanimate fub-
ftances, t hough I have not the powers of articu-
lation ; as in effet if you can imagine a top to
be capable of awriting and cowpq/tzon, there will
remain little difficalty in granting to it the li-
cence of {peech ; all thefe 1alents being entirely
inconfiftent thh truth and reality, but may be
allowed to exift by the force of imagination.
Thus far having premiied, as a neceflary pre-
liminary to my hiftory, I ihall continue to in-
torm you, that we had very little converfation
with each other. A few indeed withed to make
their efcape from this place'of confinement; and
a poor top who had a piece broke off from one
of its fide, very pathencally lamented, that it
had feen three drawers full difpofed of, while
it had lain always negleéed on this account, and
had been rolled out on the counter, and taken'

\_up as often as any purchafer appearcd and, al-

hough offered to fale for Aalf the price of its
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companions, had been tofled back with con-
tempt, and was likely to remain in that fitua-
tion for ever. I felt a great degree of {ympathy
for this unfortunate brother, and was juft going
to exprefs my pity for his condition, when the ‘_,
drawer which contained us, was {fuddenly pulled |
out, and a very genteel lady fele@ed fome of
¢ Us to prefentto a little boy in fcarlet clothes,
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'who appeared to be about fix years o/d. The
youth, however, defired leave to choofe for
himfeif, telling the lady, whom he called mam- .
‘ma, that fhe did not underfland which would
be a good fpinner : after handling almoft all that =~
he faw, he fele€ted me as the befl of the whole
colle€tion. The lady paid the price which was

i
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afked for me, and I was put into mafter’s pocket,
who walked off not a little pleafed with his pur-
chafe.

When we reached the houfe he was going to,
which was a hand{ome building in Sr. Fames's
Square, he took me out to thow to another
child in petticoats, who cried fadly to poflefs
me ; bat was told by his mamma, that | was
his brother’s property, and that Hexzry muft
keep me, becanfe on Monday he was going ta a
boarding-fchool.” Some company foon after
coming 1uto the apartment, the lady defired hex;\
fon to take care of me till a more convenient’
opportunity. |

I foon found by their converfation, my new
mafter had been brought up with great tender-
nefs by his mother, who was a widow ; and was
to go to fchool on the day above-mefitioned for
the firlt time. Thata greit number of toys had
been purchafed to allure him into this meafure,
and to foothe his forrows at the thoughts of fepa-
ration. : |

As he had no opportunity to play with me the
remainder of the-evening, I lay fnug in his
pocket -till he went to bed; when he tcok me
out, and expatiated to a footman, who helped him
to undrefls, on the pleafure he fhould have in
amufing himfelf, and heartily wifhed the next
day had not been Sunday, as it would prevent
his enjoyment, I;ms was certainly & fault, bag
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‘he was very young and inconfiderate ; and it is
%fto be hoped that when he grew older he ac-
'gquired more wifdom. The next day he did not
Qp lay with me indeed ; but he tock me out of his
pocket a great number of times to look at ; and
' even while he was at church (which was hrghly
: blameable) felt, to know Jf I. was fecure: a
. proof he was but too inattentive to his employ-
yment But greatly as | had been favoure ] by
%his notice, the time was now ¢come when I was
~to experierce his entire n-gled.
His mcther, who had cauf'io“ﬂy avoided the
men:ion of his departure, in the evemng prefed
' his nand with fome emotion, and told him {te

opﬂd that now he was gomg to a diitance from
‘her mﬁruﬂxons, he would not forget what the had
1 aken fuch paiwrs (o mculcate, I am afraid, my
’:{iar lenry, added the, wiping her eyes, as if

{
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fome duft had flown into them, though in reality
to clear them from thofe tears fthe could not re-
ftrain, I am fadly afraid, that when you have
left home, you will pay but little attention to
thofe admonitions which you have hitherto {o
much regarded. ‘There may, amongft the
number of boys you will meet with at the large
{chool to which you are going, be fome, who
will wickedly laugh at your cbfervance of thofe
duties, which, I flatter myfelf, you will always
continue to refpeft. Butremember thereare fome
obligations, my dear boy, which nothing on
carth can difpenfe with., Among thefe is a ftrict
regard to truth and fincerity. However your
intereft may lead you to the commiifion of deceit,
be aflured you will reap no fruit from its indul-
gencies ; but remorfe in your own mind, and
contempt from every one around you. - If you
are guilty of a fault, let me perfuade you ra-
ther to fubmit to the punifhment 1t deferves
(and which may be often mitigated by an honeft
confeflion) then to endeavour to conceal it by a
lie.” You have always hitherto been above the
commiflion of fuch an a& of meannefs, and I
only defign to caution you now, becaufe you will
be expofed to thofe temptations from which I
have ever been careful to {ecure you. I truft,
likewife, that you will be affiduous to cultivate
a peaceable and kind difpofition ; for however
Sighting and revenge may be wrongly accounted



PR T e SR e

MEMOIRS OF A PEG-TOP. 13

he marks of Jpirit, believe me, that 7rue courag

an never confilt in a willingnefs to gffend, or a
Clptmds inclination to be difpleafed. Thefe
fmaxims which you have hi therto been taught to
ireverence, will perhaps be derided by your
' {chool-fellows, as the weak advice of a mof/”ef
who can know nothing of lopi/b contentions.
*Buac I truft, that yoo, my fon, whofe afleltion
for that mother 15 undoubted, will not fo ill re-
| pay my folicitude as to defpife thefe infiruttions

wien you efeat 2 diftance from my embraces.
Be affured that I am your beft friend, and would
never defire you to do, or forbear any thing,
fwhich will not tend t5 make ycu beloved and
bref(petable.  Henry, who had been holding me
fin his hand without any defign of playing from
"l"» time his morher began her drfwmfe ; buat
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14 MEMOIRS OF A PEG-TOP.

had merely been rubbing me about with his fin-
gers, now laid me baftily on the table, and
throwing his arms round her, fobbed terth an
affent to her advice; afluring her that he would
never forget her admonitions, and that he loved
her too well to difobey them; while the lady,
overcome by her {on’s emotion, joined her tears
with his, and embraced him with an equal ar-
dour of tendernefs and affe@ion. As to ycur
learning, {aid fhe, afier a paufe, I am perfuaded
that emulaiion, and a defire to equal, if not ex-
ceed your companiens, will infpire you with
apolication ; and I fhall be much difappointed
to hear that you are remifs in that article. 1
hope, that without confidering it as a tatk, your
affection will difpofle you to write frequently to
me, as vou well know nothing can give me
equal pleafure. The young gentieman was here
fummoned to fupper, and left me on the table;
from which place I was not removed till the next
morning, when a fervant haftily carried me down
ftairs to my mafter, who was in a poft-chaife with
two gentlemen, and who put me with a melan-
choly air into his pocket. I fhall not detain my
readers with any acccunt of our journey, or the
reception he met with from Mr. Verber, the
perfon who kept the fchool; but proceeded to
inform them, that Mafler Henry was conduited
by this gentleman into the play-yard, where he
left him: tclling him to amufe himfelf with his
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rew compan.ons. He wanted courage to ad-
vance, and had rather have retired to give vent
to the affli&ion which he felt at a feparation from
his beloved mother, (and the defertion of his
uncles who had accompanied him) that lady
having declined theoffice from a fear of incre finy
his difirefs. Some of the boys furvxyed him in
filence ; and quietly marched off'; the older ones
took no notice of a child fo much their inferior,
land fome of the young cnes proclaimed the
arrival of a zew boy, with a noife to which he
'was quite unacculftomed. Several, however,
‘whofe difidence was feldom any reftraint, ac-
cofted him with an inquiry after his name,
family, and place of abode; and concluded with
afking in the technical term of the fcheo!, whether
he had brought any prog. T'o this lait queltion,
{&s bereally did not underftand it, Henry returned
'no anfwer till 1t was explained to mean, whether
e had any cakes, &c. to difpofe of. He replied
1 the aflirmative; but bis baggage was not in
this poffeflion, and therefore he could not fatisfy
helr demand. At laft, however, he tock me
(from his pocket, and was gomg to play with a
tgreater degree of fredom than he had yet affumed,

y hen, with fome furprife, he heurd tie bms
Wmddrefs him and each other by their firnames,
.-"4"'1 ithout any diftin&ion of Ma/ler, or Sir, to
Wvhich terms he had always been accuilumed.
He made this obfervation the sext day to one of
B2
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his play-fellows, and was, in confequence of it,
ridiculed with the appellation of Sir-Majler ; an
epithet which was 1ntended to convey peculiar
derifion.’ |

Henry foon found that his fkill in {pinning a
top, was greatly inferior to his companions;
and a great boy one day who liked my ap-
pearance, told him, he would exchange tops
with him, or offered to tofs up for me, to which
he ignorantly confented. A halfpenny was
produced, and Henry twice cziled out Aeads,
and 1t turning up the reverfe, I was declared
the property of Frank Powel, to the great dif -
appointment of my mafter, who did not like to
refign me, and who had not underfioed the in-
tention of the propofal, he wanted much to keep
me wn his pofleflion. All the boys, however,
being upnanimous in the opinion, that matters
had been fairly conduéted, I was relu&antly
delivered by poor Henry to a new owner,
Powel was near ten, remarkably {prightly and
active, and efteemed by his companions one of
the clevereft beys in the fchool. He furveyed
me with great pleafure, and ran to a number of
his play-mates, who were playing at peg-top
in a circle. My mafter foon entered me in the
1ilt, and [ was unfortunately {o little acquainted
with the game, that I did not underftand how
to extricate myfelf, I met here with two of
my brethren, who informed me, that all our
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fpecies who were introduced into this fatal 1n-
clofure, would attempt to iplit us, and make

§ their own efcape: and I had a melancholy
¢ proof of the trath of this intelligence inthe very
{ top who communicated it, as it immediately
¢ experienced the fate above-mentioned; and, [
| {aw with horror, cne which belonged to my own
¢ mafter cleave it through the middie. The peg,
which was a valuable one, as it was of ten acorns,
 was immediately declared to be his prize. aud
- he took 1t up with an air of triumph and fatis-
faction. It 1s impofiible to defcribe the un-
eafinels I felt at this fpeétacle, which was
increafed when another was thrown in, which
approached fo near as twice to aflault my fides
with great violence: the third ume, however,
B3
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effe@ted my deliverance, and drove me beyond
the limits which had been marked for the con-
teft. Powel fnatched me up with an ardour of
joy, and the ball then ringing for fupper, he
haftened in, and devoted the reft of the time,
till he went to bed, to execute the tatk which
Mr. Verber had allotted him.

The quick manner in which he defpatched,
and the facility with which he comprehgnded
his learning ; gamed him the favour of his
mafter, and excited the envy of his {chool-fel-
lows. But the conftant good-nature with which
he behaved to them;, inclined them at the fame
time to love and refpe&t him. His invariable
honour, and uncorrupted honefty had been fo
often diftinguvifhed, that Mr. Verber deputed to
his charge; the payment of their weekly allow-
ance to about twenty boys. His commifiion he
had executed with umvef'fai credit and {atis-
fattion; till one day, when Jack Growler, who
was of 2 moft wicked and malignant d;fpoﬁtmn,
declared that he had been cheated of fixpence,
and that he would appcal to his mafter for-
redrefs | '

Powel, whofe only ault was in general to be
too paflionate in the vindication of his conduct,
difdained on the prefent occafion to anfwer the
charge, and treated Growler with the moft
provoking contempt, telling him, that he was
welcome to make what complaints he pleafed,

§ &
% . .
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 fince he neither feared nor cared for his ac-

§ cufation.

¢ This behaviour inflamed Jack {o much, that
though he {foon after found the money, which
he had dropped when he received it, he was

g yet determined to be revenged: and both going

,f

¢ wp to thow their exercife to Mr. Verber at the
i {ame time, heflily flipped the fixpence in debate,
¢ and which was a very remarkable one, having
i a hole dire@ly through the middle, into Frank’s

. pocket, and foon after alleged, that when Powel
. had paid him ninepence, which was the fam due-
to him, he had taken back the fixpence, and
refufed to reftoreit, declaring that he had paid
the whole.

Mr. Verber immediately fammoned the ac-
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cufed party to defer d him{elf, who very warmly
retorted upon Growler the charge of meannefs,
malice, and detraétion, and deciared that he had
delivered him the whole ; protefting in the moit
{olemn manner, thathe had never touched or {een
it fince His companions joined in this account,

and confirmed it by {aying, the money was as

remarkable as I defcribed. Upon which théir

"mafter ordered them both to be fearched, which

afforded no fmall degreeof pleafure to Growler,
who firft fubmitted to the command, and ef-
caped with greater honour than fell to the fhare
of the innocent Powel, in whofe pofiefiion the
fixpence was found. Amazed, confounded, and
provoked to the highet degree at this un-
expeted accident, my poor mafter could not
contain his ndignation. He Joudly rcpeated
his proteftations of innocence, and laid the
blame of treachery and deceit with great jultice
on his acculer. But ftill appearances were fo
much in his disfavour, that Mr. Verber fternly
told him, his paffions rifing to fuch excefs, was
a confirmation of his guilc; adding, that unlefs
he could clear himfelf from the imputation, he
mult expett the fevereft punithment, as his
crime appeared of the moft complicated nature ;
comprehending a charge of deceit, lying, and
fraud ; crimes of fuch magnitude, as he never
did, nor ever would pardon. He then ordered
him to deliver up the money with which he had
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been entrufted, as he was not worthy the ofhice
of his fecretary, till his charadter was cleared,
and his innocence made manifeft, IHe was
ordered likewife to confinement in a fmall room,
which was called the Baffile, becaufe it had but
one window, which was a fky-light; and who-
ever was thought deferving this punifthment,
was banithed from ail the reft of his companions,
and fecluded from every amufement. All the
toys which were found in his pocket were con-
fifcated to Mr. Verber, who took me as part of
that number, and depofited me in a drawer in
his own ftudy; whﬂre [ remained in a ftate of
quietne{s and ina&lien for fome time. The
companions of my fecluded ftate were a rea-zotum,
which had been feized from a boy who fpun it
in f{chool:time when bhe ought to have been
writing; a bag of marbles that had forfeited
their liberty from their mafters baving rolled
them on the feat of the pew at church; together
with an exceeding good %al/, which had been
thrown up againft the houfe, and made 1ts way
through the parlour window ; and a drum bat-
tledore, and curious fhuttlecock, which the owner
had ufed in fchool-time, when he was defpatched
on another errand ; and which had prolonged
his ftay till Mr. Verber had difcovered his em-
plovmcnt After fome time this gentieman
took me out, and prefented me once more to his
favourite Powel, whoie charaéter had been fully
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vindicated, and 25 I foon learned; and who
was now reinftated in his mafter’s favouar, and
reftored to his former diftinétion. With a {mile
of complacence, Mr. Verber gave me back to
my mafter, and affured him, it was with the
greateft pleafure he congratulated him on the
complete manifeftation of his innocence: at the
fame time, {faid he, I muft blame you for that
indifcreet warmth, with which, on all occafions,
you are apt to defend yourfelf; and which will
ever be an injury to the beft caufe; and I aflure
you more inciined me to imagine you guiity,
than any other argument could have done. Be
convinced, Powel, that virtue can never be
affifted, but may be often burr by the 1ndulgence
of paflion. However, I truft that youwill have {o
much good fenfe as to improve from the con-
fcioufnefs of pait failings: and I do infift upon
your giving up all thoughts of perfonal revenge
againft your accufer, wnofe punithment [ fhall
- take into my own hands; and I hope that you
are t00 generous, to think of bearing futuare ill-
will and’ enmity againit him, fince the beft way
to prove your own fauperiority and merit, will
be by a generous forgivenefs; and I fhould be
extremely forry to be obliged, through your
violence to him, to involve you-in a fimilar
condemnaticn. Powel exprefled his fatisfaétion
at his mafter’s approbation, and thanking him
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for the contituance of his confidence, with a
low bow he left the room.

Jack Growler, as I afierwards found had
difcoverd his treachery, by boaiting of its fuc-
cefs to one of his friends; and rejoicing in that
plan of revenge, which had mvuwed the in-
nocent Powelindifgrace. DBat bemg overheard
by his mafter, he had punithed his wickednefs
by a fevere flogging, and omﬁged 1im public y
to atk pardon, and likewile for fome weeks de-
prived him of his allowance, as that had been
theinftrumentof hismalevolence. And, indeed,
I have often had occafion to remark in the {cenes
1n which I have been enganed that however
vice may triumph for a time, it is generally
difcovered in the end, and meets with its de-
ferved retribution,

Soon after I was reflored to my mafter, he
went with four other boys, (who had likewife
obtained leave {o to do) to a neighbouring vil-
lage, in order to purchafe whipcord, ginger-
bread, marbles, and fuch other things as they
wanted. Juft as they fet out for this purpofe,
Powel coming behind one of the party, whofe
name was Tom Swallowell, toffed his hand-
kerchief over his head, and afked him how he
fhould like to walk all the way blindfold!
Why, I fhould not mind it a iraw, returned he,
and could find the path, I warrant you, without
any aflitance., I'lllay youfixpence, to be {pent
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in cheefecakes, which we will buy of the old pye-
woman, {axd Powel, that you cannot go as far as
the turnpike wn};out ai"w%anus, 1f your eyes are
boundup. Dagne! replied Tom, and I’ll buyou
{ixpence that I can! but you fhall promife that
you will not let me run into danger without
tell; ing me of it; neither by going in the way
of horfes, or tumbling into a ditch. Thefe
articles agreed to, Swallowell flood #ill while
they bound a handkerchief clofe over his eyes,

and he groped forward on his way. Tom, you
muft know, was remarkably fond of eating, and
{pent all his money ia the purchafe of-tarts,
fruit, and {uch kind of things; and at this time

-

his caflh was reduced to one poor twopence only,
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{o that he could nothave immediately difcharged
his wager, had he loft it. At he was fo fond of
good things, he would make trial of whatever
came in his way, and zaffe all that was offered
him; by which means he wasoftendifappointed,
and {ometimes made extremely fick. He had
purfued his courfe in various direltions, to the
great entertainment of his companions; fome-
times on one fide of the road and fometimes on
the other ; one minute feeling for a poft, which
he thought he had arrived at, againft the rails
of a houfe; at another, groping for a tree in
the middle of a highway; and, in fhort, ap-
peared entirely ignorant at which part of his
journey he had arrived. When they had got
near half way, Mother Mixwell, the pye-woman,
met them, and Tom was very earneft to tafte
fome of the contents of her bifket. Wili
Grinmore determined to purchafe a laugh on
the occafion, and offered him a cuftard if he
could eat it without uncovering his eyes. That
Tom agreed to be no impediment, and Will,
with the afliftance of the reft, prepared his
prefent, by unixing with it a good quantity of
cow-dung, which lay very opportunely in the
road, {fome cattle having juft pafled in heir way
to a neigabouring farm. Swallowell, whofe
greedy difpofition always engaged him to take
a large mouthful, very eagerly received the
cuftard; but had foon oceafion to repent his
¢

ht
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haﬁc, and without thmkmg of his wager, (one
of the conditions of which was, that he fhould
on zo occafion remove the bandage) he haftily
pulled off the handkerchief, and began fpitting
and fputtering in a manner truly diverting.
Powel {foon demanded his fixpence, as the forfeit
of unbinding his eyves; but Tom very angrily
refufed. declaring that he had been cheated,
and that the filthy cuftard had been given him
as a concerted meafure to make him lofe the
wager. Powel denied the charge, bat refented
fuch an afitont to his honour. and Grinmore
having diverted himfelf fome time with the
anger of both parties, at length avowed that it
was entirely his doing, and that Frank was
wholly innocent of (ueh an infidious defign.
~ This, however, did not fatisfy the difpleafed
Swallowell. who ftill retained the tafte of the
cow-dung ftrongly in hismouth. He, therefore,
gave Powel a blow on his head as he was
flooping to buckle his fhoe. This daftardly
trick was foon returned by Frank with fome
violence, who declared himfelf unwilling to
hgm, but that he would not tamely ftand f{till
to be thrathed in fuch a cowardly manner, by a
boy to whom he was much fuperior. After
drubbing him fome time he walked on with his
companions, and left battered Tom rolling in
the middle of the road, to tafte a {fecond time,
the cow-dung which had occafioned the quarrel,
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and into the midft of which his antagonift had
‘thrown him. .

Juft as he was rifing, and trying to wipe off
the dirt and duft which his clothes were covered
with, he was overtaken by Mr. Verber, who
was takmg a walk with Powel’s father, that
gentleman having arrived a fhort time before on
a vifit to his {on.
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The mafter mqulred of Swallowell the caufe
of his being in that dirty and wounded con-
dition : of which being informed, he fent him
home. and purfued his walk in queft of his ad-
verfary. Thefe -particulars [ learned from a
friend of my mafter’s, to whom Tom com-
municated them on his return.

C 2
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Powel in the mean time arrived at the village,
and having purchafed the neceflaries he fet out
to procure, fat down on a ftyle to eat fome
gingerbread; after which he took me out, and
was jult going to try my fkill in pegging a
haltpenny, when Mr. Verber and his father
arrived. This unexpeted fight afforded him
great pleafure, and he accompanied the latter
to aninn in the above-mentioned village, where
he had befpoke a dinner, promifing to return
with his fon, and drink tea with Mr. Verber;
that gentleman after mutual compliments, leav-
ing us to return-home. - I fhall pafs over the
numberlefs 1nquirics which my mafter made
after every individual of his family, not for-
getting Ball, the black coach horfe, and his
companion Smiler; together with a great many
queftions after Rover, the young pointer, aud
old Hone=fty, the great yard dog; all which his
father anfwered very kindly, and.much to his
fatisfaction.  Butasthereider 1s not acquainted
with Mifs Polly his fifter, or Miis Patty his
lictle coufin, and a thoufand Jacks, Toms. and
Harrys, about whofe welfare he appeared to be
extremelyf{clicitous, I fh il omitthefe particulars
“to give fome account of the advice which his
tather afterwards thought proper to give him,
previous to their feparation. He began by
inquiring into rhe character of Swallowell, and
Powel told him, that he was a good-natured
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boy enough, but {o greedy, that he was the jeft
of the whole fchool, every one taking pleaiure
to cheat him into a trial of fome ditugreeable
tafte. And I find yox have this morning been
of that number, replied his father which 1 thould
not be much inclined to blame, as fuch a hog-
like difpofition 1s a juft {ubjeét of ridicule. But
I am very forry, Frank, the warmth of vour
temper has hurried you to add offencetoraillery,
and that you have concluded by fighting, what
you began in play. You well know, my dear
boy, the frequent caution I have given you upon
this fubje&. 1 would by no means have you a
coward, or afraid of being burt; but to be ever
ready to ftrike, or return a blow, is a proof of
the violence of your paffion, but no argument of
the juftice of your caufe. If the boy youengage
with is younger than yourfelf, it is the higheft
degree of meannefs to take fuch an unfair ad-
vantage of his inferiority; and if he is older,
you ftand but a bad chance. Nor do I think
fuch contefts either prudent or honourable be-
tween eguals in age and frength. To forgive
an injury, and overlook an affront, is a much
higher inftance of #rxe magnanimity, than to
obtain the moft complete conqueft: and, in
general, thofe are moit ready to fight, who have
been the aggreflors, and commenced the dif-
pute: but an iil aftion is not rendered more

excufeable, or:an unfair advantage reconciled
C3
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.

to juftice by the blows of paflion, or the taunts
of provecatmn Let me perfuade you, there-
fore, to forbear this ungenerous ufe of that
firength which was beftowed for nobler pur-
poie:,, and erideaw)urfng to make yourfelf ébe-
Jowed for your kindnefs. rather than feared for
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vour wefentment. ¢ But if 1t was known; re-
“« plied my mafter, thit a boy would not Jight,
¢« he would be fubjeét to the infults of every
““ urchin in the {chool, and might {tand fill like
“« a cock on a Shrove Tue(day, to be thrown at
oy every coward who was not afraid to be
¢ tarathed in return: and I do maintain it to be
¢ zmpoffible'to keep one’s charalter without it.”’
Ycu are much miltaken, young man, re&urnec@
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his father. Iknow what being at fchool is, and
have been more years there than yourfelf; and
if you will petulantly take offence at every little
mifunderftanding, and be {o foon fubjet to take
an affront, you may then find the cultivation of”
peace impoflible.—But if on the contrary, you
determine never to ftrike the firft blow, nor ever
return it but in felf-defence, you will find, that
" thofe occafions but feldom happen; and there
will other inftances arife, to prove your con-
empt of pain, and for the exertion of your
courage. In thort, I think a boy who is afraid
of being hurt, fhows a very weat mind ; but
one that delights to hurt others, proves that he -
has a very wicked one.
~ Powel coloured at the keennefs of this re-
proof, and afiured h';s father, that he would en--
deavour for the future to avoid quatrelling as
much as he could. With this affurance the
‘converfation was concluded, as they arrived at
Mr. Verber’s gate. What paffed in their in-
terview with that gentleman, | cannot tell ; as,
on entering the houfe, I was borrowed of my
mafler by Ben Playful, and accompanied him
1nto the yard. e was juft going to engage
with another, in what might be called a race;
which was, to try which of the two could firft
chip a halfpenny from the middle, to the wall
of the play-ground. My antagonift, either from
a defe& in 1ts form, or from a want of fkill in
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its owner, in vain eflayed to make the money
advance; two or three times it juft removed it
to a little diffance. but more frequently failed
of touching it at all.—While my new mafter
(for fuch he afterwards became) with the moft

‘expert dexterity, guided me forwards to the{pot

he wifhed ; and, at four {pins, the halfpenny
bounded forcibly againft the wall. In a fecond
and third game [ met with equal fuccefs, and
Ben exulted in having borrowed the meft ex-
cellent Top he had ever met with. I was next
engaged with one of my aflociates, whom 1 re-
member to have feen in the very drawer which
I mentioned in the beginning of thefe memoirs,
as the firft place I was introduced to.—We had
not much time for converfation, as we were
each alternately pegged at an old brafs button,

with an- intention to determine its progrefs

different ways. I fought to impel it to the
right, and my adverfary, with great afliduity,
endeavoured to force 1t to-the left hand; while
the fuccefsful labours of each, imprefled the:
looks of our employers, with alternate joy or
regret. Atlengtih, however, when the diftance
had nearly thrown me into defpair, Playful,
who was an adept in every game, with great
judgment threw me upon the butten, and ftruck
it with fuch force, that it flew fo great a diitance
as to fecure the expeétation of viflory, which
the next attempt put beyond a-doubt.. This
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matter being decided, he was counting my
acorns wWith great attention, when Powel joined
him, and defired to have me reftored: but
Playful offered togive a 4ot and bal/in exchange,
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and begged he might keep me; to which

Powel confenting, I became Ben Playful’s pro-

perty. 1 was now always in ufe: for my new
malter thought but little of his ftudies, though
his neglect met with frequent difgrace. '

In the morning he was continually in fuch a
hurry, that he fcarce knew which of his lefions
to attend; and it was no unufual thing to fee
him employ the little time he had in {fearching
for his books, which were generally thrown by
with carelefs indifference the moment fchool
hours were over. It may be eafily imagined,
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that in this ituation he made greater proficiency

in his play than in his learning ; and indeed he
was {urpafled in the one by many boys of feven,
though he was himfelf ten years old : while in
e€very amuiement he was confidered as the firlt
leader, and the moft expert of the whole fociety.

. 1 had foon reafon to repent the difpofition of

my new mafter; for although he commended
me extremely, yet he complaned that | was too
heavy, and propofed a plan for my improvement,
which I thudder to relate. |

It was on a Saturday afternoon, that he began
to put in execution his cruel projet. And, ah!
gentle reader! will you not{ympathize with my
fufferings, when I inform you, that this deteft-
able fcheme was no other than to extra&t my
peg, and infert it in another top? My appre-
henfions on hearing fuch a dreadful intention
were beyond defcription; and had I been
capable of tears, to be fure I fhould have wept
moft plentifully. This relief was however

denied, and all I could do, was patiently to

expet my fate. Nor indeed would the pro-
fpe&t bave been at all improved, by the in-
dulgence of thofe lamentations which are pecu-
liar to the human fpecies. No one, [ fuppofe,
likes to be in pain; but it is furely a great
degree of weaknefs. and extremely unmanly, to
cry and blubber upon every occafion, as I have
feen fome boys do, while they at the fame time
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refufe the neceflary means of relief, and endure
that uneafinefs of which they are fo impatient,

ecaufe they want refolution to take {fome
naufeous medicine which 1s prefcribed as a cure
for their diforder. I felt with the moft dread-
ful apprehenfion, the ftring twilted right round
my peg, while feveral boys ftood by, as un-
feeling {peltators of my agony. They foon
retired to the diltance of a few paces to {ecure
themfelves from the danger of a blow, which
they jufily apprehended 1 might be the occafion
of: mor, indeed, had this precaution been

omitted, could I poflibly avoid fuch an accident.

My maiter likewife took care to retreat behind
a tree, while he fwung me with all his force
againit its fides; till at length overpowered by
by the blows, I felt myfelf divided, and my

head flew off with impetuofity to a conﬁderabxe

diftance, and lighting on a large bell-glafs.

(which the gardener had put down, while he
opened a gate through which he wanted to
pafs) and broke it into a thoufand pieces. The
confternation which this misfortune had caufed,
for a time .uf’pcnded the attention of my
tormentors, and Playfal appeared to be ex-
tremely apprehenfive of the conlequence. The
gardener immediately feized on his fhoulder,
and declared he fhould appear before his mafter,
and anfwer for the accideant; which would

otherwife be imputed to his negligence. To

-
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this Ben had great obje&ions: firft, becaufe he
expefted Mr. Verber to be difpleafed with the
fradture of the glafs, and for a fecond reafon, as
he had omitted, for the {ake of performing the
above operation, to learn a tatk which he had
been ordered to get perfectly before night. His
refiftance was however in vain; fo putting my
peg mnto his waiftcoat pocket, and the gardner

'

g
s

i

1

taking my head in his left hand, while with the
right he dragged my mafler along, we pro-
ceeded to the great parlour, where we found
Mr. Verber, two ladies, and a gentleman. The
complaint was foon preferred againft my larger
part, which very narrowly efcaped from certain
deftrution; Mr. Verber at the conclufion of the
account, tofling me, without the leaft concern,
’ 3 i
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into the fire; which, fortunately for me, hap-
pened to have a large quantity of frefh coals
juft laid on; fo that I did not immediately foffer
from that conflagration, of which I was terribly
afratd. My cafe, however, feemed to be def-
sperate; and although the reader may be anxious
to hear the fate of my mafter, he muft remember,
that it is the Memoirs of a Peg-Top he is read-
ing, and that therefcre [ confider myfelf as the
principz]l objeét of his attention, 1 fhall con-
fequently take the liberty of firft informing him
what were my own refle&ions in thisdifmal fitu-
ation ; before I concern myfelf to releafe Ben

Playful, who is all this time tanding in a flate
of frightful {ufpenfe before his mafter, and S
ening to the acculation of the gardener, As a

o
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tep when divided, as I then was, is jult as ca-
pable -of thought, as when in the mofl perfed
coaditon, both parts having the power of
imagination when {eparated, if fuch is the will
of farcy to beftow ; becaufe as none but human
beings can pofiefs thefe properties which I now
fuppefe, fo 1t is equaliy ealy to imagive, that
the peg and the head can both underftand a
language, and refledt or fear, or rejoice and an-
ticipate an event, when apart, as if they were
united. In other words, any thing which a
man can poflibly mazke muft be incapable of
underftanding. And therefcre when a flory 1s
written, or told, where things iranimate are
reprefented as t2iking or aéting, it  muft be
graoown to be only fuppohfmn' as 1in reahy
wocd cannot feel nor iron think, So if the
Author of this vclame cheofes te make. bath
pars of me comprehend at-the famz time, yeu
gan juft as well 1magae that, as any thing elfe
wi ich you are told of the like kind. ‘"To con-
aue then the Boet wnt of my adventures, [ maft
form you, that I lay en the {u m'mmf a hdlAt
€O 4?5 in.d dreadfuyl H*grd‘em on that the #¥a:
f two or rh: e fl umes, which had zr‘;;h. therr
way in oo ﬁl:eri parts arcund, would fome ore
'8

of them reach cr*i confume me. The farcz of

| fed 31 ‘\m cvuy moment, as
it increaled my danger, added to the dread

T

-
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which I experienced : and [ had certairly been
deftroyed 1n a few moments, as I felt the coals
which fupported me give way, the fire having
burnt a hollow fpace nnderneath, and a Jarge
cake falling in, I had unavoidably perifhed, but
for the kind affiftance of the gestieman above-
mentioned ; who going to flir the fire, toock me

ont With the tongs, faying, that it was a pity
{uch a nice top fhould be loft, as they were fo
many children in the houfe who would be glad
to pofiefls it. -

From this inftance a moral rcfle@tion or two
1s fo obvious, that l cannot perfuade myfelf to
omit them. As I was firongly imprefled at the
time with the confideration, that however 1ano-
cence may be expofed through the folly of others

P2
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to misfertune and danger, yet fome method will

be ever fourd for its reicue and protp&im., Ard

this fhould incline thofe who.are in an Laeafy
ﬁtuauon, to beh with patence the vexation

hich may occar; as they may be well aﬁ'ured
1f they alt with pro;rxety themfelves, they will
in the end be enabled to furmount every diffi-
culty, and rejoice in the comforts of a more
agreeable flate. While thofe who negle&t a
proper attention to their neceflary bufinefs, from
an inclination to prefent pleafure, will fre-
quently meet with fome accident to obftruét their
wiflies, and pum{h them effﬂ&ually for thezr dif-
obedience.

Ben Playful had at this time reafon to be fen-~

ble of thc truth of what is here advanced as
hxs mafler declared, that after paying for the
glafs, which he thought in joflice he was obligéd
to do, he fhoold have been no ways m{pleafaﬁ
had not his fondnefs for p}a'g,' contltantly " been
the eccafion of nepled bnp i { fudies ~ire-there-
fore kept bim confined the réft of the eveﬂmg,
11l he had, in {ome deg ree, made amerds for
his former’ cmxﬂzrm.-—-—\w hen it was bed ‘time,
and he had rcpeated “the leffon ' which he had
fince been very diligent to learn,.he begyged that

I might be reflored, promifing to behave with
more cauiicn for the future. 1 'am {orry

Playful, replied Mr. Verber, that your idlenefs
does fo frequently cblige me both to blame ard

-
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%
punith you. For my own credit I fhould cer-
tainly be defirous to have you improve; but it
is not of equal confequence to any perfon, as it
will in future be to yourfelf. To acquire a

competent knowledge of different languages,

but efpecially of your own and the Latin tongue,

is {o efiential to the charalter of a géntleman,

that without it, you will certainly (be your
fortune ever fo large) meet with deriﬁsn,'and
conterapt, A man who has the advantage of
good fenfe, improved by a liberal educatxon,
may, with afliduity and diligence, rzife himfelf
in the world, and be uriverfally refpeéted, al-
though deftitute of riches: but ‘the greateft
afluence cannot purchafe efteem, when the pof-
feflor 1s i’li&erafc or ill-bred. Bad foelling, or
bad E Unf* i{h, axe certain indications ofmramefa,
and will bea always confidered as fuch: and 1f
you are not attentive t0 acquire a therough
knowledge of your grainmar, yon will never at
any age be able to fpeak'w th propriety, or
: wnte with elegance. ' The far.her you advance
in learning, the more agreeable you will find 1t;

put by deferring your bulinefs for the {ike of -

playing a litile longer, you multiply your wrou-
bles, and introduce fuch confufion is the dif-
pafition of your time, as invclves you in perpe-
tuel difficulty., Young people are feldom to be
perfuaded, that the firlt part of their daysis the

or,ly feafon for the attammcm of knowledge;
D ;3 |
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bat believe'me, Playful, if you negleét the pre-
fent opportunity of improvement, you will have
reafon to repent your folly to the lateft hour of
yRus Bife. DocreT At
- My mafler very ferioufly attended to the con-
clufion of this good advices; but, before he re-
tired, agaift intreated to have me reftored. I
was accordingly delivered to him with repeated
charges to behave better, which he promifed
faithtully to ccmply with. |
‘The next morning he rofe very early with an
intention of keeping his word ; but, unluckily,
in feeling for his handkerch ef, my head rolled
cut at the.fame time from his pocket. . The
temptation of completing his top before fchool
time became t o great to be refifted, and going
to fome of his companicrs who had been of his
party the preceding-day, a confultation was.
:eld to determine to what top my peg thould
be joined.: when after various experiinents with
feveral others, it was decreed, that my divided
parts fheu'd be apain re-uaited ; and Playful
haflily taking his hat, fcraped of a little as it
lay on bis knee, and zpplying it to the end of
my peg, 1a hopgs of making it {pin lighter,
thruft 1t once more iato 1is former prfuion,
As he had fawd afide his books for the fake of
finifaing the improvement in his top, which the
day before he had begun, he found it impoflible
to withftand the inclination of at leaft trying
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how I fhould {pin ; and finding me much lighter
than before, he went on with another and ancther
tiial, intenling each one fhould be the laft, his
confcience {fuggefting all the time, the danger 10
which he expofed himfelf, of offending his mafter
by a violauion-of his promife. He wagitwifting

the firirg round a; quick as ie could move his
fingers, telling his fchool-fellows, that he attually
would play no {onger than | kept up, before he
went into his ftudies, when the fchool bell rang,
and obliged him to attend its dreaded, but una-
veidable {fummons.

With a heavy heart he put me into his pocket
and going 10 a bench in the yard, where he had
left it, took up his book, reading his leflon over
as he flowly crept along, till ftopping 3 confider -
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able time ata window in a paflage which led to
the {chool, one of the vthers came foftly behind,
and giving him a hearty {troke with a cane upon
his fhoulders, told him to quicken his pace, for
he was always lag laft. 'The diftrefs which he
afterwamdgexperienced on account of his negle&t,
was a defeived punithment for his difobedience
to his mafler’s advice, after giving a promife
to the contra But fo it ever will happen
where a fondnefs for amufement is fuffered to
prevail to fuch excels, as to engrofs that portion
of time, which ought to be more ufefully em-
ployed. :

Children are apt to think, that a few minutes,
added totheir diverfions, can make no difference ;
and minutes {lip away infenfibly into a quarter of
an hour; their play becomes more interefting,
the game 1s nearly concluded, or the kite will
{foon be down, itis a pity to flop its flight! a
race will fhorily be determined, or fome fuch
reafon prevails, till the time is elapfed in which
their bufinefs thould bave been attended; and
they are left to bewail in forrow and regret the
folly of their negligence. It would be more
prudent, therefore, at firfl to fecare the effentials,
and do what 1s neceflary before they begin to
engage in thofe diverfions, which, bowever
laudable in their proper feafon, may frequently
enfnare them intg error, and fubjc&l them to future
punifhment. |

-
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Poor Playful! who would have had time
fofiicient to have finifhed his job, and might have
quietly enjoyed me when {chool time was over,
by an indifcreet ufe of his morning hours, was
confined a!l the reft of the day, and bad an ad-
citdonal tzfk given him to learn, vpon pain of
afevere flop ging if it was negleted. —W hether
be underwent any punithment, or what after-
wards became of him, I can’t tell, as I {lipped
through 2 hole in his pocket as he was flanding
at the yard gate after breakfaft, whether he had
peen fent by the Latin Uther to fetch one of his
companions who was at play in theroad, I did
not however remain long in a flate of freedom,
but was picked up by abaker’s boy, who brought
b.ead to Mr. Verber’s, He furveyed me with
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great joy, and we foon mounted together irto
hiscart, and jclted on to feveral other houlesin the
neighbourhood; at one of which my new mafter
met with a companion, who begged to ride to
the next village, which was about half a mile
diftance. 'This boy who was near twelve years
old, had been to carry a letter from a charity
fchool, to which he belonged, to one of the ge-
tlemen who was a benefa&or to it. v

Charles Heedmore (which was the name my
mafter called him by) was foon made acquainted
with the treafure which George Mealwell had
found, and I was produced in confequence ; and
both parties agreed to make trial of my merit
on the fpot. Old Trot was acccordingly flop-
ped, and they adjourned to a ptece of ground
which fuited with their intention; from whence
they could watch the cart, and where they
quietly played for fome iime. At length a drove
of geefe, whichwere ontheir journey to London,
in paffing by alarmed honeft Trot fo much, that
he fet off with uncommon agility, and galloped
away withthe cart and its contents :-a thing which
was very unufual, as he feldom, without a great
ceal of whipping, would move fafter than at the
gate of three miles an hour. As it happened,
however, the humour frized him, to make a
hafty conclufion to his journey ; which he foon
did, by overfeiting the cart- upon a hillock of
dirt, that had been raifed on one fide of the road.
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My mafter and his companion, who perceived
~ their horfe fet off with fuch uncommon {peed,
. immediately followed him with all the hafte
. they could make, and were juft time enough
to be witnefles of (though not to prevent) the
overthrow, which they moit fadly deplored.
To their great forrow they {foon found that
one of the fhafts were broken in two, and the .
top of the cart had received confiderable
damage; while poor Trot lay floundering and
+"kieking, baving entangled himfelf in the
harnefs. 'They in vain endeavoured to fet him
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free, and were {o terrified, eipecially George
Mealwell, with the apprehenfion of returning to
b }1ig I"r ﬂ{{' e h.\ 1 > s .. ﬁb‘ {‘ ~ ¥ . b
| s mafter, that he was incapable of ufing the
\ proper methods of procuring him libertwsat
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length, however, with the aflilance of a coun-

tryman, who was coming from a potatoe field,

the horfe was extricated, and the cart pro-
nounced incapable of proceeding. ‘T he point
was now to be determined, whether they fhouald
g0 home with the horfe, and inform his mafter
of the accident, or firit endeavour to get a
cartwright who lived in the village, to come
and infpe@ the damage, and try to repair it.
But to this laft propofal George very juitly
objefted, that if the man would confent to
come, and even if he fhould be {o fortunate as
to accomplifh their withes, the time of their
ftay would certainly betray them; and if that
could be managed, he had not money to fatisfy
the charge which it would neceflarily occafion.

The old alternative then was, to take home
honeft Trot, oa whom they beftowed many
angry inveltives, and to tell the beft account
they could of the accxdept to Mr. Bakeall his
owner.

George, who was in general a tolerable good
boy, felt on this occafion -his fears prove too
great for his honour; and propofed to his
companion, to inform his mafter, that he had
never left the cart but upon account of his
bufinefs, and that the appearance of a man fud-
denly ftarting out of a hedge, had frightened
the horfe, who ran away with him, and nearly
killed him by the overfet of the cart, which all
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bis endeavours could not prevent: adding,

that he would contrive to ger a good bruife on

his fhoulder, and a’fcratch on the face, to

preve the truth of his afiertion, and which

would incline his mafler to pity his {ufferings

and mitigate his anger.  For to fay that Trot

had been frightened ata drove of geefe would

appear highly improbable, and fubjeét the

reality of his tale to be doubted.

4 Heedmore reprefented to his friend, that to

{fpeak the truth on all occafions, was, in his

opinion, the fafeft way; as ke would eertainly

live in continual dread of dete&ion, and if that
happened, incura greaterdegree of punithment,

and expofe himfelf to unavoidable contempt:

that the word of a liar is at all times liable to
fufpicion, and that it was to add wickednefs’
to folly, to purfue the fcheme he had mentioned.

He therefore conclnded with a concurrence

with the old ‘maxim, that come what might, in

his mind, ¢ honefty would be the beft policy.”
George agreed to the force of his arguments

in general, but oppofed in this particular in-

ftance, the dread he was in of his mafter’s’
difpleafure. .

T’hat as to any difcovery, he thought it ut-
terly impoflible, as no one was witnefs to the
accident, orcouldiconfront him witha falfehood.
Thatke had as great a diflike to lying as Heed-
more; but really he did rot relifh the thoughts -
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of a thrafhing, which a“confeflion of the truth
would certainly brirg him, and in fhort, he
was refolved to tell the ftory according to the

above plan.

Charles epeated his reafons to diffuade him

from (o wi rong a determination, and enforced
them by faying, if he afked any queflions about
the affair, he would certainly declarethe truthg

which muft involve Mealwell 10 difgrace, and-

reveal his deceit.
George, in confequence of this {peech, grew

extremely angry, and cailed his opponent a
mean-{pirited 1ll-natured - treacherdus fellow :
declared he fhould fcorn to betray a friend,
and 1ocur the odious charaller of mifchief-

makingT tell-tale. That if he did ufe him fo

bafely, he would fioht with him wherever he
met him, and n= ver ipeak or play with him
again. 'To thele threats Charles rephed that
hg was extremely farry to perceive he was {o
much difpleafed, but he uxd not think he had

behaved amifs, orgivenany juit caufe of offence:
and continued he, I cannot dgrf*e to lie for:
you, though I would do ey very thing to ferve

you.
My fathery George, faid he, though he is

but a poor ‘noeﬂulﬂr and has, as you know,

a large family, yet he has heo very kind to us,

and taken crrcat pams to teach us as much as hé
cang and’ _h;.s got rae into the charity-fchool,
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becaufe he fays it is a fine thing to be able to
read and write; and my eldeft brother, who is
two year’s clderthan I am, was taken a great
while ago into farmer Woaod’s family, who
would have provided for him, and did find
him 1n lns clothes; arnd gave him feveral pre -

fents.  But Jack, like a § mpleton, one day

when' he ‘was fent with a letter to the poft-
office, forgot to carry it, and afterwards being
afraid bis mafler would be angry, faid he had
delivered 1t, and threw it into the fire to pre-
vent being difcovered.

While i1t was burning he was called away,
and Mr. Wood found a piece which had drop-
ped on the hearth, and which he produced to
Jack, and fcolded him heartily for telling fuch
a fality.. Some time after that, he was fent
to the next market town, to fetch a parcel
which was' left there from London: he ftaid
very late to fee a puppet-thcw, and when he
came home, faid, he had lelt his way, (the
night being very foggy) and that bad detained
him fo long; adding a {tory of his own in-
vention of the places he had wandered to.
In fhort, hts lies were dilcovered, and Mr.
Wood fent him home, decliring he wouid have

nothing further to do with a naughty boy;

and he has never fince got into place; no ong
heing willing to take him with fuch a cha-
racter,

|



WRERI (o o oy i i b nns

52 MEMOIRS OF A PEG-TOP.

This example, which I would not have men:
tioned, but to perfuade you how wicked and.
foolith it is (o be guilty of fuch'a crime, may
be a warning to you, to avoid falling into fuch
a ftate as poor Jack has done; who has-in
vain tried to regain his loft good name. Bat
do as you will, I am determined to {peak the
truth if I fuffer for it at prefcnt, fince I never
did otherwife but once, and then I was {o un-
happy, that I refolved never to do the like
again. For after all, George, if we are not
found out, yet God fees and knows whether
we fpeak truth or not; and I do always think
of a chapter of the A&s I had a good while
ago for my lefion at fchool, where a man and
his wifs dropped down dead for telling a lie;
and I remember my mafter told Tom Hide,
that though he might not die about it,.he
would certsinly be punithed, both in this world
and the next. I am fure, faid George, [ fhall
be punificd now with a vengeance 1f I fpeak
the truta; but I am ndt fuch a liar as Hide
neither ; {o if you promife not to betray me
uniefs you are afked, and not to teil any body
you was with me, why i will do as I told you,
and go you home now, and leave me to come
prefently, \f your confcience is not too fgueamifh
for (hat ,

iieedmore endeavoured to difluade his friend

‘more from his purpofe ; but finding his.
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arguments were ineffeiual,
gret. My new mafter cp
thumping his thoulder againft
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he ftood fereaming with the pain for fome time,
and at 1aft hurried home | leaving Trot to graze
along the fide of the road, which he did very
qalet’ ’

As i".aon as he reached Mr. Bakeall’s; he
went into the kitchen, where the whole family
were fitting down to dinner on a fhoulder of
mutton and potatces, which came [moaking
from the oven aq be entered. George told a
pitiful, tuta tale of the accident which
had hurt his eye, and the fituation in which be
had left the cart, declating he could not fee to
find old Trot: but zmagjancd he was at no
reat difl tance fz‘om the cart. - His mafter,
lT‘Hut(a, their 6:.-:,},, htf‘r,, and the man who
aflified 1n the baking, all by turns endeavoured
to extralt the thorn: but he kept-his eye clofe
fhut, by which means it worksd its way fill
ﬂtkt‘!‘, and gmade the misfortune more dan-
gerous, The angni growing almoft infup-
portable, his 1 ‘er took him to a Mr. Keen,
a {urgcon in the village, m,o declared the cafe
to be a very baa one, and though he got it out
at laft, it was wich the 51‘63.{6& degree of
difficulty.

ke then inquired by what means it had hap-
pened, and Mr. Bakeall gave the account which
le had received ffom (_n.orm, 4admg, that
f11s man was gone to fee wlmt was become of
th ¢ burip and cart. At the conclufion of the

uill
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hiftory, Mr. Keen hoped there was no lie in
the cafe, as he faw Mealwel! at play with ano-
ther: boy at peg-top; and the horfe and cart
ﬁanqmg without a driver in the road, as he
came from vifiting a patient. He {aid likewife,
that he knew the other boy by fight, and be-
lieved 1t to be Charles Heedmore the  fhoe-
maker’s {on.

" George, who was now in a terrible fright,
"was yet unwilling to confefs that he had told
an untruth; f{o to prove the veracity of his
former affertion, was obliged to fupport 1t by
repeated lies. Thus does the commifiion of
error lead to numberlefs crimes; and his frft

ault in ledwng his bufisefs to attend unl edfon-

ably to his play, was the occaificn of {uch a
train of wickednefs and guilc ,

Mr. Bakeall, who before the prefent event,
had never any reafon to fufpect the veracity of
his apprf*nflce, was firongly 1nclined to give
credit to the hiftory he had related; yet, at the
fame tlme, thought it neceflary to dx!cover the
truth, that the {uccels of a lie, if it be proved
to be one, might not encourage him to any

ture deceit. He accordingly firlt fearched

’us pocket, and finding me there, was rather
Mmgbered in his good opinion of Mealwell, as
he knew he had nota top in his pofleflion in
te morning, having heard him at breakfaft
with ke coald afford (o purchafe one. Taking
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me, therefore, in his hand, he left George in
the charge of Mr. Keen, and proceeded to

~ Heedmore’s father’s, in hopes of learning fur-
ther about the affair.

. Having told his bufinefs, the old man de-
fired him to walk into a little room behind his
fhop, and he would as foon as his fon came
home, whom he every moment expetted, make
theinquiries he withed, and that the door being
left open between he might be an ear witnefs
to his replies. This propofal being affented
to, Mr. Bakeall feated himfelf in readinefls, and
Charlesvery foon entered the thop. His father
immediately inquired what had cccafioned his

not being at -home to dinner? To which
‘queftion he at farét returned no anfwver: buc
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wpon its being repeated, he honeftly faid, he
aid not like to tell, becanfe another perfon was
concerned with him on the occafion of his ftay ;
however, faid he, | will acknowledge thus far,
that 1 foolifhly loitered away my time, for the
fake of a game with the beit Peg-Top I ever
iaw. And was you at {chool as f{oon as you
ought to have been? faid his father. Why, I
can’t fay I was, replied he; and my mafter was
extremely angry, and would now the caufe;
and he blamed me very much for my idlenafs;
but 1n confideration of having told the trath,
he did not punith me; which he faid, he
fhoald otherwife have done. But I am afraid,
father, when you know what has been the con<
fequence of my folly, you will be lefs merciful.
Why, pray, what has? faid Mr. Heedmore, in
a voice fufliciently ftern to have intimidated a
boy of lefs honouar than honeft Charles. Don’t
be angry, and you fhall know all! The pair
of fhoes which [ was to have delivered to far-
mer Trudgeman, ‘I loft whzie I was at play, I
laid them down on the mileftone, and till I
came home, neveronce thcughnt of themagain:
and though 1 then ran back to the p?ace as faft
as [ could, they were gone. You loft the fhoes ?
’etumm his father. Why, child, you never
had them! I gave them to Jack to carry home,
and you can’t have had them, for yoa have
never been in the houle fince.



53 MEMOIRS OF A PEG-TOP.

Here was a fuobterfuge, by which Charles,
had he been {o inclined, might for the prefent
have faved him!elf, and laid the blame on his
‘brother. But diidaining fuch an ungenerous
and bafeartifice, he added, that he was very
forry for hisfault, but he bad loit the fhoes;
for Jack had met him when he firft came from
fchool, and defired him as he was going with
the circular letters, to carry them with him.

His father then infifted upon knowing with
whom he had been at play, as probably they
had been ftolen by bhis companion. Charles
aflured hum that could uot be the cafe; and
afterwards in vindication of his friends cha-
racter, declared it was George Mealwell ; but
intreated his father on no account to reveal
what he had told him to any one. What is
your reafon, Charles, rejoined Mr. Heedmore,
for. requiring filence? was there any grcat
crime in playing with you at peg-top? To be
fure you was wafting the time in which vow
fhould bhave been getting ready for {chool;
but why 1s Mealweil fo much afraid of its
being known? Ah! Father, replied Charles,
fhaking his head, I wifth he may have no more
to anfwer for than 1 have; but in confidence |
will tell you, that when we parted, he was de-
termined to tell his mafter fuch a fhocking lie
about the cart, . which the one-eyed horfe ran

1

away with and broke, and to hurt his own
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eves, and bruife bhis fhoulder, to the truth
of his ftory, that it has quite altered my opi-
nion of him; though indeed I believe him to
be firitly honeft, and that he would not cheat
any body for the world,

!
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Thoie who are {fo wicked as to lie, returned
Mr. Heedmore, wiil be guilty (at leait are to
be fufpeted) of ary crime, fince to forfeit your
word, 15 to break every tie of honour 3/ ’tis like
the hempwith which we [ew the thoes, Charles;
if that fails, they will come in pieces, you
know, and be rotien, and good for nothing.
So if people fay one thing, and mean another,
there 1s no knowisg when you may trufl their
tale. ’ : |
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‘But pray, how came the beaft to fet off 7 he
looks ftaid and fteady enough! I thould never
fufpet him of a prancing freak ! Why, father,
rephud Charles, we were bufy on the ground
upon the left hand fide of the road, and George
had juaft taken up 2 Top 1n a weoden {poon,
which he had in his pocket, and as ill-luck
would have 1t, a drove of noify cackling geele
came waddling along, with two men with
thofe abominable long ﬁlcks and a rag -at the °
end; fo that altogether frightened Trot, and
he took to his heels before we were aware, and
though we directly made after him, yet he
galloped with the cart, till he came clofe to
farmer Ploughwell’s great dunghill, and on a
hillock of dirt, tumbled himfelf down, and
pverfet bread, and every thing elle. The
qaartern loaves, and threepenny, and pecks,
and two bags of flour, all rolled into the middle
of the road; but asiris a dry day, that was
no great harm ; the worft matter of all was, the
cart wasbroken, and the harnefs much damaged,
and {o for fear his matter thould be angry, as
he certainly would be, Mealwell was refolved
to lie, and get of that way if he can.

And did you'endeavout (inquired his fa m“r)
to p“lfv‘w*e hm not to do o ? “for to know tha
was his mind, and leave him to follow it, was
not much hke an honelt feillow. Yes, that |
did; anfwerzd Charles! bar he would have his
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own way, and defired me to march home, and
{fo I did at laft, when I found all I could fay
was to no purpofe.

Well, you are a good boy, faid Mr. Heed-
more, but I hardly think it right to know he
1s telling fucha falfehood, without letting 1t be
known; and I think hlS mafter ought to be
acquainted, with his tricks. He then concluded
with lanrenting the lofs his fon’s careleflnefs had
occaiioned ; but faid, he would convince him
that he was not lefs merciful than his fchool-
maiter, by pardoning his fault for the fake of
encouragement to his veracity : afluring him,
that truth would be at all times 1ts own reward.
After receiving his father’s acquittal, Charles
walked away with the cheerful appearance of
conicious innocence, and Mr. Bakeall came
forward to take his leave. He foon returned
to the terrifed Mealwell, who in the mean
time had {uffered all the uncafinefs of a guilty
confcience, being afraid of detection, punifh-
ment, and contempt. His mafter informed
Mr. Keen of the {fuccels of his vifit, and con-
cluded with high commendations of Charles
Heedmore: and after which, turning to George,
hefaid very calimly, you had good reafon tothink
I thould have been angry atan accident, which
bas happened entirely from your idlenefs and
folly. But you fhall find, my lad, that your
trimming fhall be pretty handfomely increafed,

o




g for the lies you have told about it! So {aying,

be took him | oy the fhoulder, and tirned Him
towards the door,
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TVIr Keen h0ped his eye w ould {oon be wel?
and faid, he was forry he had behaved ia fo
wicked a manner as to deferve chahl!e nent.
but hoped, it would be a warning to him in

iuture, thdt mn dmn'r a wrong aét;on no one

can be fure of fecrecy . and that to be faic hful
to truth upon all occafions, is the only w way to
be fecure from evil. -He then took his ] leave,
and his vifitors deparied.

George trudged filently on, with a heavy
hc irt, behind his mafter, who had mifunder-
ftood Mr. Keen’s U{prefmn abovementioned,

cfa warning, and cailed out to him to quxckea
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his pace, adding; yes, yes, as the (urgeon {ays,
1’ll give you a awarming with a \mnvearce’
you fhzll not be cold in a hurry, I’ll warrant
vou! Come along ycu lying dog! I’ll try
whether you can feel my horfe-whip as foon
as you get -home; and as fr your eye, 1f
you had quite loit it, it would have been but
what yourdeferved ~ This threat, it may be
well imagined, did not make George more
willing to proceed.” So taking hold of his arm,
Mr. Bakeall, who was near the houfe, dragged
him on, and firft examined+the bruife 'on his
ihou'der, which was fcarce vifible, but Wthh he
promifed his ftrokes fhould' much increafe;
and then leading him to a tree in a little yard,
where the man was entering with old Trot
and the fhattered cart, he fnatched his whlp in
a hurzy and tying him up with fome rope,
whichhiad faftered the broken harnefs, thrafhed
him fo viel ntly that the blocd f'oHowed his
firokes before he concluded ; which was fuffi-
ciently vifible, as he had taken oft his clothes
b:fore he began - Thus ended an aﬁdxr of
which I hiad 'been'the innocent ou&ﬁcn, and
umcn George imagined ke in fome meafure
revenged in a fhort time afier, whea finding
me on the feat of an old eafy chair, where Mr.
Cakeall had thrown me, he took me up, and
ufed me with as much warmth asif [ had
l)‘;ba able to defead myfelf; concluding with

F 2
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a declaration, that I fhould never again get
him a thrafhing; and that but for me, he had
been in a whole fkin. So faying, he whirled
me with great violénceinto the highroad, where
I narrowly efcaped falling on a fharp ftone,
which muft inevitably have {plit and rendered
me ufelefs: but fortunately I rolled on the
edge of an opofite path-way, where I was foon
after picked up, for the firit time in my life,
by a young lady, who was walking home with
her maid from a boarding {chool, at fome little
d1ﬁance.

““'{“ﬁl:u.-...in»ill”””” ”

While I lay 1n this fituation a reflection na-
turally arofe, on the anger which children often
exprefs againft inanimate things: which, by

making a wrong ufle of, have proved, as in the
prefent cafe the means of {ubjedting them to

i e
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difgrace. Had George when +he found me at
Mr. Verber’s, been content to put me into his
pocket till his bufinefs was finifhed, he might
have played without fear or blame. DBut by
doing what his confcience told him was impro-
per, he carelefsly left the cart to the care ef old
'L'rot, who finding himfelf free from the re-
ftraint of a driver, oecafioned the mifchief,
which Mealwell’s care onght to have prevented.
Bat was the poor Peg-Top to blame in all
this? Did the Peg-Teop make him tell a lie,
and forfeit his honour and reputation? Was
that at all accountable for his perfeverance in
an untruth ? or, for the thorn which he put
into his eye? In fhort, I think it will be evi-
dent to every reader, that the fault'was all his
ownj and that the poor Peg Top could not
be jultly charged with any fthare of his guilt.

But to return to my new muitrefs, who was
a girl about ten years old, and who appeared
greatly pleafed with what the had found.
'T'aking me up, and fhowing me to the fervant
who zttended her, faid with much glee, ¢ See,
Berty, whatl have got! [ fhall now have a
Top as well as my brothers, who will not'lend
me theirs, becaafe they fay, itis nota girl’s
play-thing.” She then hopped along, firft on
one leg, and then on the cther, till we came
to a hahdfome houfe, where two genteel lock-
ing boys were fitting ona chain, which was

&8
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faftened to a number of fmall white pofls, whi
inclofed a round plot of grafs before if,

Your fervant, Mifs! f{aid the eldeft: what
are you retirned from fchool ? and how do all
the young ladies do? And what, interrupted
the other, have you got into your hand, Sophy?
Whoeie Top is that ! I dare fay it is the one I
bought laft Tuefday at the fair, and you muit
not have 1t, 1 aflure you.

It 1s my own, Sir! replied my miftrefls with
an air of trivmph, and I do not want your’s
again, I promile you! So faying, fhe was
walking in doors: but they both in an inflant
purfued her, and forced away the top, to ex-

amine whether 1t was tne’ cne they {ufpeé”ed
Juft atr this inftant,, a gentlemen, wiom I
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afterwards found was their farher, came up
and taking ho}d of the:youngeft, ¢ Pray,
young man,”’ faid he, ¢ what are you about ?
1s this behaving properly to your fifter { 'l am
quite athamed of you! What 1s the matter
Sophy ?”> ‘The young lady was gomg to fpeak,
but Fredenck the youngeft, without waiting
for her. anfwcr, called out to Mr. Jackfen,

She has got ane of our tops, Sir, and we are

going to take it from her, that’s all. It is not
theirs, 1 afiure you, Sir, replied my miftrefs ;
I found it juft now in my way from [chool, and
indeed it does not belong to. them. . 'The
gentleman accordingly took me from his fon,
and prefenting me again to Mafs Jackfon, fhe
“ran into the houfe, and atked a fervant whom
fhe met in the hsll, for a piece of cord ; which
fhe {foon twifted round me, and began to make
trial of my abilities. I {oon found fhe was
ignorant of the a:t, as {he flung me down {o
awkwardly, that I only rolled about, withcut
being at all able to {pin.

- Her brothers, who were not long before
they paid her a viiit, were much diverted at
her unfuccefsful attempt, and begged they
zmgbt be permitted to try whether the fault
was in me or their ﬁﬂcr, to which fhe con-
fented, upon their prorufe cf returning me

;mmedlate:".
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Edward, who was the eldeft, kept me for
near 2 minute; and I fpun fo well, as to fleep
more foundly than I had ever done before. In
fhort, he declared he would give her any thing

to poffe(s me, and delivered me to Frederick

::_:r
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with the highell commendations; adding, it

was a thame that any giri 1 the world thould

be fuftered to keep fuch a top.
| His brother aftorded me as much {atisfaétion ;
for a Peg-Top of any emulation is as happy
asits owner, when it is {oun by a fkilful hand,
: and when it is {o fortunate as to excel 't wxll
; hare with its Lord the pleafure and the pride,””
' of thofe pratles which are befiowed on its
merit. 1 was {oon returneu to Sophia, who
b feemed to be much mortified that the eould not

La‘w
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make me {pin; andrejoicedexceedingly, when
I once ftaggered round two or three times,
though I 1immediately afier fell down, to the
entertainment of her brothers, who offered her
any thing in their pofleflion in exchange for
me.

The following verfes, however, at laft
effe¢ted, what no other argument had the
power to accomplifh, and fhe gave me to mafter
Edward for a landfcape, which his father had
the fame morning prefented him with.

To Mifs JACKSON.

WHY Sophy! you had better the trial give o’er,
As you fiill difappointment are like to deplore;
Some other amufement attempt to purfue,

For a top, my dear girl, is ill chofen for you,

Go take up ynur doll, to your baby-houfe go,

And there your attention much better beftow !
Leave thie Peg-Top behind, and behave like a mife,
And I'll give you this piture, thefe nots, and 2 kifs,
Like the dog in the manger, cur fpart you deltroy,
Nor receive for yourfelf either pleafare or joy,
From 2 native fo Crofs, if you offzr to flay,

I declare T will tefs all your gewgaws away,

Shotld I fit on a flool with a needle and thread,
And diefs vp Mifs Dolly, or put ber to bed ?

Or do you rot think it would be pleafant to fee,
Mafter Neddy turn’d fribble, 2nd pouering cut tea ?
And a boy juft 2s well, fure, might truncie a mop,
As for you to attcmpt o be fpianing a top ;
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i m’er yet faw a lady at cricket engage,

tthough you juit now fiounc’d away in a rage;
When you took up my bat with fo awkward an air,
Aand T rold you fuch toys were not made for the iair :
‘Then let mie pefuade you the top to refign.
Since "twill fpin in my fingers much better thdn thiae.

Juft as the exchange was agreed upon, Mr.
Jack{on entered; the aboveéverfes laying upon
the table, he took them:up and read thems
after which, addrefling himfelf tohis eldett {on,
I fee Edward, faid he, by the hard-writing
that this is your compofition, and pz.rhups the
poetry, when your age 1s confidered, may not
be thought much amifs. But I am very forry
to fay, the fentiments which they contain are
deficient in a very eflential point, and are fo
much wanting in good-nature, that whatever

credit may be der ved to your head, they will
cértainly do no honour to ycur heart.

A talent for ridicule 1s a very dangerous ac-
complithment, as it1s {eldom exerted under the
1nfluence of good humour: at leaft the feelings
of thote asrau.i’c whom it is levelled are feldom
confidered; and he deferves but little of our
efleem, who, to prove his wit, would fay, or
write any thing which might give unecafinefs

a friend. :
| In the vrefent inftance, though your fatire
may be juftly pointed againlt fuch girls as for-
get the delicacy of their fex, and behave im-

VT IO S T 1w R



properly; yet, to addrefs themto a filler, who
13 not gailty of this fault, and who was by no
means to blame in keeping what was her own
property, 1s, as I before faid, no proof of your
afreftion or kindpels.

‘T'o exult with a pretended {uperiority over
the girls, as you are apt with an air of infult
- to exprefs yourfelf, and to {neer at theiramafe-

» ments, while you deny them a fhare in yours,
15aproofof the weaknesof your underftanding;
-»but will never exalt you in the opinion of men

of fenfe. :

1{[;1,"! il

!
i

A coxcomb, Edward, is a defpicable cha-
rafter; and thofe who are moft proud of their
fancied advantages, will be commeonly found
to have the leaft real merit. Never, therefore,



% 72"  MEMOIRS.OF A PEG-TOP,

pretend to boaft of your learning, or defpife
women 1n general or your fifter in particular,
under the idea that you are {o much wifer
becaufe youunderftandalittle Latin and Greek,
ftace fuch.an affeftation of fuperiority is equally
delpicable in men or boys.

T'o diregard the learned languages is a
proof of an illiterate and uninformed mind,
which, from not knowing, is unacquainted
with their neceflity and ufe; but to imagine
that wifdom is centered in the ancients, and
that a knowledge of Homer, Virgil, Terence,
or any other avthor you may read, will con-
flitute you a refpectable charater, is a miftake
which can only arife from ignorance.

‘The true ufe of learning is to improve the
underftanding, and enlarge our ideas : that is,
to (how the reader in the example of former
times, what virtues made a man ufeful to
fociety, and acquired him reputation; and
what vices rendered him hateful to others, and
unfiappy in himfelf. If thercfore you neglect
to make this ufe of your {tudies, you have but
little reafon to be proud of the advantage of a
a good education, fince learning is to little
purpole, if it will not teach you to govern your
temper; and to behave with honour and juftice
upon all occafions. |

As tothe verfes which occafioned meto {peak
to you-upon this fubje&t, they would have been
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more juftifiable, had the top been taken from =

you by Sophia. In which cale the allufion to
the dog in the fable would have been more
perfeét, and your threat of throwing away her
gewgaws, as you call them, have been made
with greater Juf’uce Bat as the toy, be it ever
fo improper for a girl, was yet her own pro-
perty, and fhe did not refule to lend, though fhe
withed not to part with it entirely, fhe certainly
was free from your accufation of being crofs,
and deferved not to meet with thatdifdain with
which fhe 1s treated in the conclufion.

I do not wifh to difcourage any attempt
which your genius may incline you to make

of writing, either in verfe or profe, but I would

advife you to let your {ubjeét be better chofen,
and never to fupport your caufe by ridicule,
when you cannot maintain it with reafon and
truth. I believe, continued he, I have gota
copy of verfes that your friend Charles Good-
win fent to his fifter, in anfwer to a letter, in
which fhe expreflfed her{elf afraid that her
correfpondence might be troublefome, and that
he would difdain to take notice of a filter, who
could not boaft of equal knowledge with him-
felf. The poetical merit of the lines is {mall,
but the tendernefs they manifeft, and the grate-
ful remembrance of her pait attention, which
they imply, make them worthy of your imi-
tation,
G
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To Mifs G

THE letters, my Harriot, you defign for to fend,
With jov I perufc, and with pleafure attend;
Delighted the day to receive them expacty -

~£nd till they arrive each amufement neglect.
"Then {av, from what caufe are you ever inclin’d,
To think that your image is ben {i'd my mind ?
Why imagine, that as 1 in learning improve,
My heart mufd grow ccld to the fifier Ilove?
Thofe examples which hiftery pcints to my. view,
1 think, my dear gitl, will be models for you. ‘
My Harriot, (with joy to myfelf 1 exclaim)
Mv Hariiot wil! fthine in the annals of fame;
1.ike Penelope, faith ful, induftiious, and Kind,
Be polite in her manners. with fenfe molt refin’d;
Qr like Hefor’s fair confort her virtoes (hall §ifey; .
For who but muft gentle Andromachie prize! |
 Thus, when of paft times 1 the retords perufe,
Whate'er be the faFjeé or auther I choofe;
1f more mafculine virtues with pleafure | trace,
And think nought fhall the facted imprefiion-efface;

?r'
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Each a&ion heroic my breatt doth infpire, MRS T
And emulous Kindles the ardent defire, | : '
To reach that perfeftion, that recompenfe find,
Which is evér-the mead of a géncrous mind.

Oft 1 think on the days \Ahif-h in infancy fied,

When thy lap, mylov’ d fifler, has pillow’d my head;
When foft in thy aras I have funk to repofe,

And footh’d by thy cares, have forgotton my wWoeEs,
For doft thou not, Harriot, remember the day,
When my favourite, Towfer, was {tolen away;

How I ran o’er the lawn and the grove to purfue,
A dog which had fuddenly ftarted in view?

How his footfteps my hopes {ill determin’d to tra
Tho' my feet were fatigu’d, and grew tic "dof the f‘a e?
At length when he turn’d, then my joy was complets,
I expedted poor Towf{er once more at.uny fest;

But, alas ! ’twas a turnfpit, my Towfer, to thee

For thy fhaggy likenefs, 1 ngver thall fee,

Then retarning in forcow I told ray fad tale,

And theu didit with me for my Towler bewail ;
The kindet compaffion thy words did befpeak

‘Thy foft hand with pity thou ftreak’d o’er my <cheek,

A thoufand fuch feenes now occur to my mind,
Which prove to thy Charles thou hait ever been kind;
Then thmk not he ceafes thy love to refpedt,

Or will treat thy attention with churlith negleét !

He remembers the minutes, and reckons them o’er,
Which agzain to his fiiter her Charles thall reficre,

Then Eton! ¢ thy fhades he will quit with delight,

For a time to enjoy the affetionate fizug,
Of thofe friends, who, tho® diftaat, ftill dwell in his heart,
Who are near bis regard tho’ in pecfon apart., 4

This performance, continued Mr. Jackfon
when he had read to them the above mentioned

verfes, I do not recommend as a model inany
- Gz
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© refpe&t, except in the good-natured intention

with which it 1s manifeftly written: but come,
added he, I fee the coach is ready, and your
mother is waiting to accompany us to London.
Sofaying, he went out of the room, and Edward
took me up, and putting me into his pocket, ac-
companied hisfatherand brothertothe carriage.
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Notling worth recording occurred rill we
reached the metropolis, when a cart laden with
wine ftcod oppofite to a tavern, and hindered
our progrels for fometime ; as on account of a
fire which had lately happened, the ruins were
inclofed, and the flreet was too narrow to make
rocom for, two carriages abreaft. The young
gentlemen fhowed their impatience at this

delay, by kneeling upon the feat to look thrg’
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the front glafs; then puwting their heads out
of the fide window; and Edward taking me
out to beguile the time, exprefled his uneafinefs
that the coachman would not proceed. At
length an affair, which happened on the path-
way clofe to the place where they were detained,

engrofled their attention, and furnithed them
with a fubject of converfation for the remainder
of the day.

An old woman 1n a red cloak and tattered
gown, was felling oranges, apples, and chefnauts,
on a wheel-barrow ; fome of which were roaft-
ing in a little fire-pot contrived for the purpofe:
when two genteel looking boys came up and
demanded the price of {ome golden pippins.
‘T'he woman, as fthe was gomg to anfwer them,
difcovered that her child, who had been fitting
by her on a little wooden ftocl, had wandered
to fome diftance, and was juft going to crofs
the ftreet by itfelf; to prevent which, fhe ran
immediately to overta‘{e it, and in the mean
time, one of the mifchievous boys, with a kick

overfet her wheel-barrow, and tumbled its

contents into the mud.

The laugh of exultation whlcﬂ thefe young
mifcreants fet up on the occafion, and the fight
of the rolling oranges and mathed half-roafted
apples {wimming down the kennel, exceed-
ingly diverted my mafter and his brother; till

the unfortunate owner at her return, began her
G 2
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pity-moving complaints. A crowd having
gathered round her, many of them laughed at
the accident, and fome ran away with the {poils,
and began peeling the oranges they had picked
up. Others blamed the unlucky monkey, (as
they calied the boy) which had occafioned the
mifchief.
. Matters, however, being once more quxetp
Mr. Jack{on called the poor woman, and in-
quired her fituation. Why, Sir! faid fhe, I
will tell you the truth! You fee me reduced tq
the laft farthing I have in the world: for this
morning I laid out four fhil lings, which was all
the money I was worth, in thefe oranges, ap-
ples, and chefouts, and 1 declare I have taken
but threcpence to day; and I have three chil-
dren, the eldeft but fix years old, befides this
little Cm,, whom I was going to run afier when
that wicked bo-y xmxed down my barrow. It
is a ha rd cafe, Sir! {aid fhe, the tears runnxng
down her cheeks, which fhe mpcd off with an
old rag of a coloured apron; and I owe for my
rent, Sir! and-fhall be turned, with all my
babés; into the ftreet, as I havie now loft the
two {hillings, which I promifed to carry home
to my landiord: and he told me before I came
out, 2hat thould be the cafe, as he could not
~ truft me any longer. Butitisa fhocking thing
to fee my chudren cry for a mouthful of victuals,
.and not have 1t to mve them, and fo l bnught
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laft night a quartern loaf, inftead of paying him,
which I did intend, but now I have nothing to
give him; and we muft go to the parifh, after
all my labour to get an honett livelihood, having
endeavoured all my life not to be a burden to
any body.

Mr. Jackfon, however, made up her lofs, and
the coach once more proceeded on its journey.
Frederick declared, he thought the boy was to
blame to injure the woman; but added, that
he could not help laughing to fee the diftance to
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wh:ch {sme of the pi ppms had rolled, and the
fcramble which they occafioned amongthe mobs
that a chimney {weeper bad {lipt down over an
orange, which he had kicked away to preventa
glrl from feizing ; and, wiih his bag of foot, had
len againt a lady in a white jacker, and made.
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her as black as himfelf; and thatthe gen atleman
who was with her had rapped the boy s head with
his cane, and fet him a howling like a cur.

In fhort, continued he, it was rare fun! and
I think had not the woman been fo very poor,
it was worth the money to fee the confufion
which it occafioned.

I am forry, replied his father with a ferious
air, that the pleafure with which you furveyed
that confufion, has made you forget the {fufferings
which it mighthave caufed to the perfon, whofe
- living ‘deépends upon the fuccefs of her hitde
trade. Every one has a right to juftice, be
their fituation in life ever fo low: and it is an
additional degree of guilt to injure thofe, who
ftand mcit in need of proteftion. 1t cannot,
therefore, 1n my mind, be cosfidered as any
pmof of clevernefs or wit, to fee a DOV throw
down a barrow of fruit, everfet a ftall of ginger-
bread, trip up an old woman’s heels, or per form
any of thofe feats of dexterity, which are apt
to afford mirth to the giddy and inconﬁderate;
fince to do a fellow-creature a material injury,
for the fake of {porting with their misfortunes,
s to be wicked and inhuman ; but it is by no

means entitled to commendation and applauofe.
- If you had been one of the children who was

_'to be turned cu: of doors, or to lofe your day S
: 3';,"-“_;‘_‘71&3313 in confequeme of this witty exploit, I

e L think you would form a different
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judgment of its merit, and be ready to execrate %

that wantonnefs of invention, which can {o un-
thinkingly {port with the uneafinefs of others.
Never, thereiore, let the fun or entertainment
of fuch jokes make you infenfible to the {erious
mifchiefs they may produce; and remember,
that what like the fable of the boys and fregs
may be play to you, is mifery perhaps to thofe
whoie property you {o abufe. 1 recolletted,
added he, an inftance of this kind, when I was
at {chool, which produced fuch a difmal event
as I fhall never forget,

An old woman who lived in a cottage in the
nelghbourhood, and whofe charater was as
quiet, and inoffenfive as you can imagine; was
neverthelefs, fingled out by the boys, as a pro-
per fubject for their fun. She was very fhort,
a little crooked, bent down with age and infir-
mities, and was guilty of the fhocking crime, of
wearing a high crowned hat; which had, per-
haps, been in vogue in the days of her youth.
T'his was fo high an offence, that they gave her
the appeilauon of the Old Witch, and by this
name the was ﬁigmatized with an epithet of di-
rifion, they thought there was no harm in ma-
king her life unhappy, by every art which therr
mventmn could devife. They broke the only
window of her cot, and as {foon as it was repaired
repeated the offence.

A couple of fhe affes which fhe kept to {fupply
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the neighbours with milk, and which were her

. chief fupport, they. droveevery day toad 'ftance,
-~ dnto fuch places as they thought (he would lealt
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think of {earching for them; and this, as the
was lame was a confiant uneafinels to her:
Several times they nailed up the door of her har,

‘and when fhe was abfent, wculd pile up all the

rubbifh they could procure, to obitruct her en-
trance; and when fhe made any complamts of
thefe ' infuits to their mafler, they confidered it
as an unpardonable provocaticn, and vowed
their vengeance for her ill-nature. Avlength
they defermined on a {cheme, which they thought
would eifeétually frighten the Old Witch, and
make her fears afford them a {ubjet of mirth.
‘This was after the went to bad, (which was
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uifally at an early \mnr) to make a bo"-
b\ore her wmdow, the flames of which wounl: "_5:3‘ ,
cebfirm her in the apprehenfion, that her dwelle S5
lm§ was on fire; as they intended to make an
ontcry to that purpofe. Accordmgly the poor
erqature; ‘who hadfatigued herfelf in the day
with wathing, was foon afleep 3 and they came
with much fatisfattion to execute their prOJe&.
The fuel they had brought was foon in a blaze; ;
L thd feveral of them knocked with violence at
| z}m door, andcried out that fhe would be burnt
10 death if fhe did not make her efcape, ,
She immediately jumped out of bed, and in her
<. hafte and {urprife ftumbled over a fmall wafhing
tab, in which the had left fome anfinifhed ciothes ;
by which accident fhe broke her leg, and was
| o in confequence of ity that though fhe linge-
red z2bovea twelvemonth after it, 3t was thought
to be, in fome degree, the caufe of her death.
1P défign cf thefe boys, by no means ex-
tended fo far as to do her a real injury: but
there isno'certainty that a inifchievous 1ntention
will ftop exa@lly where it was projeéted ; and
; therefore a good-natured difpofition, will rather
' lofe the enjoyment of a joke, than runthe hazard
! of hurting a fellow-creature. |
| As Mr. Jackfon concluded this fentence, they:
trived at the end of their joarney.. They were
ymediately introduced into a handfome draw= 1y
.} room, where a large party was aﬂembleé3;;.-,-»j-f'j1
Qo1 S+
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- with them to determine. . A

among which was a boy about the age of me r fe
Edwa:d, with whom he and his brother {
quitted the apartment, and retired to the du:
parloar, where I was prodoced, with g h:?
praifes of my merit. But a difficulty now ar 33,:5“ ;
as I could not fpin-upon the carpet. T;*b,f;
therefore, they agree to turn back, and withug
confidering the holes my peg would make g =
the floor, they began to fpin me by turns, af{_ th
continued to entertain themfelves, till a food X\
man came to lay the cloth for dinner. H * <
blamed the young gentlemen for the liberty the?
had taken, and {aid, his miftirefs wouald be muc!
difpleafed, and infifted upon their finding | +
more proper place for their amufement. Afte
debaiing the matter fome time, they agige t¢
adjourn to-the library; where, asfoon as the: |
arrived, I was Iaid on a writing-defk, as ﬁ.hﬂ Wi
attention was engaged by the pictures of a folio
which was open on the table. The pleafare
they found in thisexamination made them forget
me; and when they were fummoned to attend
the company, they, in their hafte; left me behind ;
and the leifure 1 then enjoyed, fuggefted the
idza of communicating an account of myfelf to
the world, Whether the recital will afford any
fatisfadtion to the youthful readers, I muft leave
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