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POSTHUMOUS SERMONS*

B BRI M @R kb
On the TRINITY.

i Epiftle general of St. Jonn, v. 7.

For there are three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Wordy and. the Holy Ghoft 3 and thefe

three are one.

. HIS day being fet apart to acknowledge
our belief in the eternal Trinity, I thought
it might be proper to employ my prefent
difcourfe entirely upon that fubject; and

I hope to handle it in fuch a manner, that the moft

ignorant among you may return home better in-

#* Thefe fermons are curious, and curious for fuch reafans as
would make other works defpicable, They were written in a carelefs
hurrying manner; and were the otfsprma of neceffity, not of choices
fo that one will fee the original force of the Dean’s genius more ix
thefe compoﬁuons, that were the legitimate fons of duty, than in
gther pieces that were the natural fons of love. They were held in
fuch low efteém in hisown thdughts, that, fome years before hedied;
he gave away the whole colle@ion to Pr. Sheridan, with the utmoft
indifference:  Here,” fays he, * are a bundle of my old fermons,
“© You may bave them if you yleafe. They may be of ufe to you,
%¢ they have never been of'any to me.” The parcel given to Dr.
Sheridan confifted, as I. have heard, of about thirty-five fermons.

I‘hrne or four onl, arc publifh’d; and thofe I have read over with
ttention,  Orrery

Vaor. I A formed




2 ON THE TRINITY. Serm 1.

formed of your duty in this great point, than pro-
bably you are at prefent.

It muft be confeffed, that by the weaknefs and
mdifcretion of bufy (or, at beft, of well-meaning
people, as well as by the malice of thofe who arc
enemies to all revealed religion, and are not con-
tent to poflefs their own infidelity in filence, without
communicating it to the difturbance of mankind ;
I fay, by thefe means, it muft be confefled, that
the doérine of the Trinity hath fuffered very much,
and made Chriftianity {uffer along with it. For
thefe two things muit be gr;mtcd . Firft, That men
of wicked lives would be very glad there were no
cruth in Chriftianity at all; and, fecondly, If they
can pick out any onc fingle article in the Chriftian
religion which appears not agreeable to their own
corrupted reafon, or to the arguments of thofe bad
people who follow the trade of feducing others,
they prefently conclude, that the truth of the whole
gofpel muft fink along with that one article.
‘Which is juft as wife, as ‘£ 2 man fhould fay, be-
caufe he diflikes one law of his country, he will
therefore obferve no law at all; and yet that onc
law may be very reafonable in itfelf, although he
does not allow it, or does not know the reafon of
the lawgivers.

Thus it hath happened with the great do&rine of
the Trinity; which word is indeed not in {cripture,
but was a term of art invented in the earlier times,
to exprefs the dodtrine by a fingle word, for the
{ake of brevity and convenience. The doétrine
then as delivered in holy {cripture, though not
exactly in the fame words, is very fhort, and
amounts only to this: That the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghoft, are each of them God, apd
yet there is but onc God. For as to the word
perfon, when we {ay there are three perfons ; and
as to thofe other explanations in the Athanafian
creed, this day read to you, (whether compiled by

: Atha-




Serm.1. ON THE TRINITY. 3

Athanafius or no, they were taken up three hun-
dred years after Chr ift, to expound this doétrine ;
and T'will tell you upon what occafion. About
that time there {fprang up a herefy of people called
Arians, from one Arius the leader of them. Thefe
denied our Saviour to be God, although they al-
lowed all the reft of the gofpel, (wherein they were
more fincere than their followers among us). Thus
the Chriftian world was divided into two parts, till
at length, by the zeal and courage of St. Athana-
fius, the Arians were condemned in a general coun-
cil, and a creed formed upon the true faith, as St.
Athanafius hath fettled it. This creed is now read
at certain times in our churches; which although
it is ufeful for edification to thofe who underftand
it, yet fince it contains fome nice and philofophical
points, which few people can comprehend, the bulk
of mankind is obliged to believe no more than the
{cripture-doétrine, as I have delivered it; becaufe
that creed was intended only as an ‘mf‘“er to the
Arians in their own way, who were very fubtile
difputers.

But this herefy having revived in the world about
an hundred years ago, and continued ever fince;
not out of a zeal to truth, but to give a loofe to
wickednefs, by throwing off all religion; feveral
divines, in order to anfwer the cavils of thofe ad-
verfaries to truth and morality, began to find out

arther explanations of this do&rine of the Trinity
by rules of philofophy ; which have multiplied con-
troverfies to fuch a degree, as to beget fcruples that
have perplexed the minds of many {fober Chriftians,
who otherwife could never have entertained them.

I muft therefore be fo bold to affirm, that the
method taken by many of thofe learned men to de-
fend the doftrine of the Trinity, hath been founded
upon a miftake,

It muift be allowed, that every man is bound to
follow the rules and direétions of that meafure of

. reafor




4 ON THE TRINITY. Serm. 1.

reafon which God hath given him. And indeed
he cannot do other#ife, if he will be fincere, or act
like a man. For inftance, if 1 fhould be command-
ed by an angel from heaven 10 believe it is midnight
at noon-day ; yet I could not believe him, So if I
were direétly told in {fcripture, that three are one,
and one is three, 1 could not conceive or believe it,
in the natural common fenfe of that expreflion ;
but muft fuppofe, that fomething dark or myitical
was meant, which it pleafed God to conceal from
me, and from all the world. Thus, in the text,
There are three that bear record, &c. Am Icapable
‘ of knowing and defining, what union and what di-
) {tinGkion there may be in the divine nature,which pof-
_ fibly may be hid from the angels them{elves ? Again,
4 1 fee it plainly declared in {cripture, that there is
| but one God ; and yet I find our Saviour claiming
the prerogative of God, in knowing mens thoughts;
in i}s:ying, He and his Father are one; and, Before
N Abrabam was, ¥ am. 1 read, that the difciples
| worthipped him; that Thomas {aid to him, /My
¥ Lord and my Ged; and St. John, chap. 1. In the be-
1 1 ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,

| and the Word was God, 1 read likewife, that the

11 Holy Ghoft beftowed the gift of tongpes, and the
L4 power of working miracles; which, if rightly con-
< fidered, is as great a miracle as any, that 2 number
5 of illiterate men fhould of a fudden be qualified to
. {peak all the languages then known in the world ;
;‘-'-' {uch as could be done by the infpiration of God
| 1 alone ¥. From thele feveral texts itis plain, that
i | God

‘1 # In defending the peculiar dofirines of Chriftianity, perhaps itis
. always beftto infift upon the pefitive evidence, as the {Jean has done
in this fermon: for in every quefiion, he who undertakes to obviate
objettions, mut neceflarily be foiled by him who puts them Dy the
human intelleét, little more than the furface of things can be known,
.nd therefore fpeculative obje¢tions, which would puzzle an able phi-
lofopher, may be eafily raifed even againft thofe trutks which admit
of praétical demenfiration, It was once objelted w0 a philpfopher

' ' whe
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God commands us ta believe there is an union, and
there is a diftinétion; but what that union, or what
that diftinétion is, all mankind are equally igno-
rant, and muft continue fo, at leaft till the day of
judgment, without {ome new revelation.

But becaufe I cannot conceive the nature of this
union and diftintion in the divine nature, am I
therefore to reject them as abfurd and impofiible,
as I would if any one told me, that three men are
one, and one man is three? We are told, that a
man and his wife are one fleth : this I can compre-
hend the meaning of; yet, literally taken, it is a
thing impoflible. But the apoftle tells us, #e jee
but in part, and we know but in part; and yet we
would comprehend all the fecret ways and work-
ings of God.

Therefore I fhall again repeat the do&rine of the
Trinity, as it is pofitively affirmed in feripture :
That God is there exprefied in three different names,
as Father, as Son, and as Holy Ghoit; that each
of thefe is God, and that there is but one God.
But this union and diftinction are a myftery utterly
unknown to mankind.

This is enough for any good Chriftian to believe
on this great article, without ever inquiring any
farther. And this can be contrary to no man’s
reafon, although the knowledge of it is hid from
him,

But there is another difficulty, of great import-
ance among thofe who quarrel with the doétrine of
the Trinity, as well as with feveral other articles of
Chriftianity ; which is, That our religion abounds

who was explaining the laws of motion. That there could be no
fuch thing; for that a body muft move either in the place in which
it is, or in the place in which it is zof; but both being impofiible,
there could be ro motion. This objection the philofopher immedi-
ately removed, by walking crofs the room. And if none were to tri-
umph ir the ftrength of popular obje&tions againft Chriftianity, but
thofe who could otherwife thew thc fallacy of this againft motion, the
pumber of mare! pbilsfspbers among us would probably be very few.
35




6 ON THE TRINITY. Serm. 1.

in myfteries ; and thefe they are fo bold to revile
as cant, impofture, and priefteraft. It is impofli-
ble for us to determine, for what reafons God
thought fit to communicate fome things to us in
part, and leave fome part a myftery ; but fo itis in
faét, and fo the holy {criptures tell us in feveral
laces. For inftance, the refurreétion and change
of our bodies are called myfteries by St. Paul; our
Saviour’s incarnation is another ; the kingdom of
God is called a myftery by our Saviour, to be only
' known to his difciples 5 fo is faith, and the word
of God, by St.Paul, I omit many others. 50
that to declaré againdt all myfteries without diftinc-
tion or exception, is to declare againit the whole
tenor of the New Teftament. |
9 There are two conditions that may bring a my{- |
tery under fufpicion. Firft, When it is not taught
and commanded in holy writ; or, fecondly, When
1 the myftery turns to the advantage of thofe who
preach it to others. Now, as to the firft, it can
never be faid, that we preach myfteries without
warrant from holy {cripture 3 although I confefs

|
{
j this of the 7rinity may have fometimes been €x-
[ plained by human invention, which might perhaps
4| better have been {pared. As to the {econd, it will
L§ | not be poflible to charge the Proteftant priefthood .
| with propofing any temporal advantage to them-
o felves by broaching, or multiplying, or preaching
i | of myfteries. Does this myftery of the Trinity,
. for inftance, and the defcent of the Holy Ghott,
fE I bring the leaft profit or power to the preachers ?
R | No ; it is as great a myftery to themfelves, as it is

10 the meaneft of their hearers; and may be ra-
ther a caufe of humiliation, by putting their un-
J derftanding in that point upon a level with the moft
4 ignorant of their flock. It is true indeed, the Ro-
'2%‘ man cht}rch hath' very muclr} enriched herfelf by
1 rrading in myfteries, for which they have not the
leait authority from feripture, and which were fit-

ted
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Serm. 1. ON THE TRINITY. 7

ted only to advance their own temporal wealth and
grandeur ; fuch as tranfulflantiation, worfbipping of
images, indulgencies for fins, purgatory, and maffes
for the dead; with many more. But it is the per-
petual talent of thofc who have ill-will to our
church, or a contempt for all religion, taken up by
the wickednefs of their lives, to charge us with the
errors and corruptions of Popery, which all Pro-
teftants have thrown off near two hundred years :
whereas thofe myfteries held by us have no profpect
of power, pomp, or wealth; but have been ever
maintained by the univerfal body of true believers
from the days of the apoftles, and will be o to the
refurrection ; neither will the gates of hell prevail
againit them.

It may be thought perhaps a firange thing, that
God thould require us to believe myfteries, while
the reafon or manner of what we are to believe is
above our comprehenfion, and wholly concealed
from us. Neither doth it appear at firft fight,
that the believing or not belicving them doth
concern either the glory of God, or contribute
to the goodnefs or wickednefs of our lives. But
this is a great and dangerous miftake., We fee
what a mighty weight is laid upon faith both in the
Old and New Teftament. In the former we read,
how the faith of Abraham is praifed, who could
believe that God would raife from him a great na-
tion, at the very fame time that he was command-
ed to facrifice his only fon, and defpaired of any
other iffue : and this was to him a great myftery.
Qur Saviour is perpetually preaching faith to his
difciples, or reproaching them with the want of it;
and St, Paul produceth numerous examples of the
wonders done by faith. And all this is highly rea-
fonable : for faith is an entire dependence upon the
truth, the power, the juftice, and the mercy of
God ; which dependence will certainly incline us to
ebey him in all things. So that the great excellen-

cY
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8 ON THE TRINITY. Serm., T+4-

cy of faith confift in the confequence it hath upon
our adtions : as if we depend upon the truth and
wifdom of a man, we (hall certainly be more dif-
pofed to follow his advice. Therefore let no man
think, that he can lead as good a moral life with-
out faith as with it; for this reafon, becaufe he who
has no faith, cannot, by the {trength of his own
reafon or endeavours, {0 cafily refift temptations,
as the other, who depends upon God’s afliftance in
the overcoming his frailties, and is fure to be re-
warded for ever in heaven, for his viftory over
them, Faith, fays the apoftle, is the evidence of
things not feen. He means, that faith is a virtucy
by which any thing commanded us by God to be-
licve, appears evident and certain to US, although
we do not fee, nor can conceive it; becaufe by
£aith we entirely depend upon the truth and power
of God.

It is an old and true difl tin&tion, that things may
be above our reafon, without being contrary to 185
OFf this kind are the pOWET, the nature, and the
univerfal prefence of God, with innumerable other
points, How little do thofe who quarrel with myf-
teries, know of the commoneft actions of nature?
The growth of an animal, of a plant, or of the
{malleft feed, is a myftery to the wifeft among men.
If an ignorant perfon were told, that a loadftone
would draw iron at a diftance, he might fay, it was
2 thing contrary to his reafon, and could not believe
before he faw it with his eyes.

The manner whereby the {oul and body are unit=
ed, and how they arc diftinguithed, is wholly un<
aceountable to us. 'We fee but one part, and yet
we know we confift of two; and this is a myftery
we cannot comprchcnd, any more than that of the
Trinity.

From what hath been faid, it 1s manifeft, that
God did never command us to believe, nor his-mi-
nifters to preach, 207 doctrine which is contrary to

thc




e A

Serm. 1. ON THE TRINITY. )

the reafon he hath pleafed to endue us with ; but,
for his own wife ends, has thought fit to conceal
from us the nature of the thing he commands ;
thereby to try our faith and obedience, and increafe
our dependence upon him,

It is highly probable, that if God fhould pleafe
to reveal unto us this great myftery of the 7rinizy,
or fome other myfteries in our holy religion, we
fhould not be able to underftand them, unlefs he
would at the fame time think fit to beftow on us
fome new powers or faculties of the mind, which
we want at prefent, and are referved till the day of
refurrection to life eternal.  For now, as the apoftle
fays, we fee through a glafs darkly, but then face to

ace. : :

Thus, we fee, the matter is brought to this iffue;
we muft either believe what God diretly commands
us in holy fcripture, or we muft wholly reject the
feripture, and the Chriftian religion, which we pre-
ténd to profefs. But this, I hope, is too defperate
a ftep for any of us to make. 2

I have already obferved, that thofe who preach
up the belief of the Trinity, or of any other myf-
tery, cannot propofe any temporal advantage to
themfelves by fo doing. But this is not the cafe of
thofe who oppofe thefe doétrines. Do #hey lead
better moral lives than a good Chriftian ? Are they
more juft in their dealings  more chafte, or tem-
perate, or charitable ? Nothing at all of this; but,
on the contrary, their intent is to overthrow all re-
ligion, that they may gratify their vices, without
any reproach from the world, or their own con-
{cience ; and are zealous to bring over as many
others as they can to their own opinions ; becauie
it is fome kind of imaginary comfort, to have 2
multitude on their fide.

There is no miracle mentioned in holy writ,
which; if -it were fiti¢tly examined, is notas much
contrary to’commen reafon, and as‘much a myfte-

NovL. I, B Iy,




1é ON THE TRINITY. Serm. 1.

ry, as this doctrine of the Trinity ; and therefore
we may with equal juftice deny the truth of them
all. For inftance, it is againft the laws of nature,
¢hat 2 human body fhould be ablc to walk upon the
water, as St. Peter is recorded to have done; OF
. that a dead carcafe fhould be raifed from the grave
| after three days, when it began to COTrupts; which
‘ thofe who underftand anatomy, will pronounce to
be impoflible by the common rules of nature and

' seafon. Yet thefe miracles, and many others, ar¢
pofitively affirmed in the gofpel; and thefe we muft
believe, or give up our holy religion to Atheifts

\ and Infidels.

1H I fhall now make a few inferences and obfervas

g tions upon what hath been {aid.
| Firft, Tt would be well if people would not lay

fo much weight on their own reafon in matters O

religion, as to think every thing impoffible and ab-

furd which they cannot conceive. How often do
we contradict the right rules of reafon in the whole

'! courfe of our lives ? Reafon ifelf is true and juft;

[ 4 but the reafon of every particular man is weak and

1 wavering, perpetually fwayed and turned by his

1 interedts, his paffions, and his vices, Letany man

" but confider, when he hath a controverfy with an-

i other, though his caufe be ever fo unjuft, though

ik | the whole world be againft him, how blinded he is

i by the love of himielf, to believe that right is wrong,

N | and wrong is right, when it makes for his own ad-
F vantage. Where is then the right ufe of his rea-
fon, which he fo much boafts of, and which he
: would blafphemoufly fet up to contrel the com-
"l mands of the Almighty?
Secondly, When men are tempted to deny the
ll myf{teries of religion, let them examine and fearch
! : 1to their own hearts, whether they have not {fome
!

|
|
\

favourite {in, which is of their party in this dif-
pute, and which is equally contrary to other com-
mands of God in the goipel. For why do men

love

"M'ﬁ'.-.er_"*l‘t*_f\ :’: ;
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love darknefs rather than light? The feripture tells
us, Becaufe their deeds are evil; and there can be
no other reafon affigned. Therefore when men
are curious and inquifitive to difcover fome weak
fides in Chriftianity, and inclined to favour every
thing that is offered to its difadvantage, it is plain
they with it were not true: and thofe wifhes can
proceed from nothing but an evil confcience; be-
caufe, if there be truth in our religion, their con-
dition muft be miferable *,

And therefore, thirdly, men ihould confider,
tHat raifing difficulties concerning the myfteries in
religion, cannot make them more wife, learned, or
virtuous ; better neighbours, or friends, or more
ferviceable to their country ; but, whatever they
pretend, will deftroy their inward peace of mind,
by perpetual doubts and fears arifing in their breafts.
And God forbid we thould ever fee the times {o
bad, when dangerous opinions in religion will be a
means to get favour and preferment; although, e-
ven in fuch a cafe, it would be an ill traffic, to gain
the world and lofe our own fouls. So that, upon
the whole, it will be impofiible to find any real ufe
towards a virtuous or happy life, by denying the
myfteries of the gofpel,

Fourthly, Thofe ftrong unbelievers who expect
that all myfteries thould be fquared and fitted to
their own reafon, might have fomewhat to fay for
themfelves, if they could fatisfy the general reafon
of mankind in their opinions. But herein they are
miferably defetive, abfurd, and ridiculous. "They
ftrain at a gnat, and fwallowa camel: they can be-
lieve, that the world was made by chance; that

® Tt is an high encominm on reformed Chriftianity, and a ftrong
argument of its fuperior excellence, that a corrupt life always inclines
men to with it were not true, It does not 2ppear, that Mihometans
and Papifts with their religion to be falie in proportion as their lives
are immoral ; and it is faid of Dryden, that npt being able to fortify
himfelf in infidelity, he dicd 2 Papift,

B2 : Geod
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God doth not concern himfelf with things below,
will neither punifh vicenor reward virrue; thatre-
ligion was invented by cunning men O keep the
world in awe; -with many other opinlons - €=
qually falfe and deteftable, againft thé common
light of nature as well as reafon; againft the uni-
verf{al fentiments of all civilized nations, and offen-
five to the ears even of a fober-Heathen. -
Laftly, Since the world abounds with peftilent
books, particularly writeen againft this doctrine of
the Trinity, itis fit to inform you, that the authors
of them proceed wholly upon a miftake. - They
would thew how impofible it is, that three cap be
gne, and one can be three: whereas the {cripture
faith no fuch thing, at leaft in that manncr they
would make it ; -but only-that there is fome kind of
unity and diftin&tion in thé divine nature, which
mankind cannot poffibly compréhend. Thus the
whole do&rine is fhort and plain, and in itfelf in-
capable of any controverfy ; fince God himfelf hath
pronounced the fa&, but wholly concealed the
manner. And therefore many diyines, who
thought fit to anfwer thofe wicked books, have
been miftaken too, by anfwering fools in their fol-
ly, and endeavouring to explain a myftery which
God intended to keep fecret from us. Andasl
would exhort all men to avoid reading thofe wic-
ked books written againit this do&trine, as dangg-
rous and pernicious ; {o I think they may omit the
anfwers, as unneceflary. This, I confefs, will pro-
bably affect but few or none among the generality
of our congregations, Who do mot much trouble
themf{elves with books, at leaft of this kind. How-
ever, many who do not read themfelves, are fedu-
ced by others that do ; and thus become unbelie-
vers upon truft, and at fecond hand; and this is
too frequent a cafe : for which reafon I have en-
deavoured to put this doétrine upon 2 fhort and
fure foot, levelled to the meancit underftanding ;
: ; &




P ON THE TRINITY, 18

by which we may, as the apoftle diredts, be ready
always to give an aniwer to every man that afketh
us a reafon of the hope that is in us, with meek-
nefs and fear. -

And thus I have done with my fubje&; which
probably I thould not have chofen, ‘if I had not
been invited to it by the occafion of this {eafon,
appointed on purpofe to celebrate the myfteries of
the Trinity, and the defcent of the Holy Ghoft,
wherein we pray to be kept ftedfaft in this faith;
and what this faith'is, I have fhewn you in the
plaineft manner I could. ~For, upon the whole, it
15 no more than this: God commands us, by our
dependence upon his truth and his holy word, to
believe a fa¢t that we do not underftand. And
this is no more than what we do every day in the
works of nature, upon the credit of men of learn-
ing. Without faith we can do no works accepta-
ble to God ; for if they proceed from any other
principle, they will not advance our falvation ; and
this faith, as I have explained it, we may acquire,
without giving up our fenfes, or contradifting our
reafon. May God, of his infinite mercy, infpire
us with true faith in every article and myftery of
our holy religion, fo as to difpofe us to do what is
pleafing in his fight: and this we pray through Je-
fus Chrift; to whom, with the Father and the Ho-
ly Ghoft, the myfterious incomprehenfible ONE
God, be all honour and glory, now and for ever-
more. Amen.

*.* Thisis one of the beft fermons in its kind, Dr. Swift feems
rot to have made fuch a plan his voluntary choice, nor to bave built,
fuo ex motu, wpon iuch a bafis ; but he has completed the fuperftruc
ture in 2 moft mafterly manner. The materials anfwer the dignity
of the edific2 ; and the artificer may .affume great honour, upon the
completion of fo noble, fo fimple, and fo ufeful a pile. The myfte-
rious parts of our religion are apt to have dreadful effe@s upon weak
giinds. The gencral comments upon the facred writings, and the
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14 ON MUTUAL SUBJECTION. Ser. 2.

{overal fermons upon the moft abftrufe points of (cripture, are to®
often compofud in the gloomy ftyle. Damnation, eternal damna-
tion, i: placed with all its horror before our eyes ; and we are {o ter-
rificd at the profpect, that fear makes usimagine we can compre-
hend myfteries, which, on this fide of the grave, muft be for ever
denied to our limited underftandings. Swift has taken the fafeft
and the propereft method of expounding thefe arcana. He advances
every pofidon thatcan be eftablifbed upen fo incomprehenfible a fub=
jeét, He {ultains the belief, avows the doétrinc, and adapts the
matrer of faith as well a5 poffible to the human capacity. His man-
ner of reafoning is mafterly, and his arguments are nervous, particu=
larly, where he fays, © It is highly probable, that if God fhould
¢ pleale to reveal unio s this great my(lery of the Trinity, or fome
¢ geper myferies in our holy religion, we fhould not be able to un=
< derftand them, unlefs he would at the fame time think fit to be-

-

', % ftow on us feme new powers ot faculties of the mind, which we
¢ want at prefent, and are referved till the day of refurretion to life

¢ eternal,” p. 9. Orrery.
IR

S ERMON I

Ox MUTUAL SUBJECTION.

t St. PETER V. §.

—— Yea, all of you be fubject one 10 another .

HE apoftle having, in many parts of this epiftle,
given directions to Chriftians concerning the
duty of fubjection or obedience to fuperiors ; in
the {everal inftances of the fubjet to the prince,
¢he child to his parent, the fervant to his mafter,
the wife to her hufband, and the younger 10 the
elder ; doth here, in the wordsgof my text, fiim

uo the whole, by advancing a point of doétrine,
» ) P L
which
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which at firft may appear a little extraordinary :
Yea, all of you, faith “he, be fubject one to another.
For it fhould feem, that two perfons cannot pro-
perly be faid to be fubject to each other, and that
fubjection is only due from inferiors to thofe above
them : yet St, Paul hath feveral paflages to the fame
purpofe. For he exhorts the Romans, in honour ts
prefer one another * ; and the Philippians, that in
lowlinefs of mind they fbould let each efteem other better
than themfelves + 3 and the Ephefians, that they
thould fubmit themfelvss one to another in the fear of
the Lord t. Here we find thefe two great apofiles
recommending to all Chriftians this duty of mutual
fubjection. For we may obferve by St. Peter, that
having mentioned the {everal relations which men
bear to each other, as governor and fubjeét, mafter
and f{ervant, and the reft which I have already re-
peated, he makes ne exception; but fums up the
whole with commanding o/l to be fubject one to anos
ther. From whence we may conclude, that this
fubjeétion due from all men to all men, is fome-
thing more than the compliment of courfe, when
our betters are pleafed to tell us, they are our hums
ble {ervants, but underftand us to be their flaves.
¥ know very well, that fome of thofe who ex-
plain this text, apply it to humility, to the duties
of charity, to private exhortations, and to bearing
with each other’s infirmities ; and it is probable the
apoftle may have had a regard to all thefe. But,
however, many learned men agree, that there is
fomething more underftood; and fo the words in
their plain natural meaning muft import; as you
will obferve yourfelves, if you read them with the
beginning of the verfe, which is thus: /likewife ye
younger, fubmit yourfelves unto the elder : yea, all of
you, be fubject one to another. So that, upon the
whole, there muft be fome kind of fubjeétion due

* Rom,xil. 16, 1 Philip.ii, 3. $ Eph.v, 21.
from
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from every man to €very mam, which cannot be
made void by any power, pre-eminence; OF autho-
rity whatfoever. Now, what fort of fubjettion
this is, and how it ought to be paid, thall be the
fubject of my prefent difcourfe.

As God hath contrived all the works of naturé
to be ufeful, and in {fome manner & fupport to each
other, by which the whole frame of the world un-
der his providcnce is preferved and kept up; {o;
among mankind, our particular ftations are ap-
pointed to cach of us by God almighty, wherein
we are obliged to aft as far as our power reacheth,
towards the good of the whole community. And
he who doth not perform that part affigned him,
towards advancing the benefit of the whole, in pro-
portion to his opportunitics and abilities, s noton-,
ly an ufelefs, but a very mifchievous member of
the public; becaufe he takes his fhare of the profit
and yet leaves his {hare of the burden to be borne
by others, which is the true principal caufe of moft
miferies and misfortunes in life. For a wife man
who does not affift with his counfels, a great man
with his protetion, 2 rich man with his bounty
and charity, and a poor man with his labour, are
perfect nuifances in a commonwealth. Neither is
any condition of life more honourable in the fight
of God than another ; otherwife he would be a re-
fpetter of perfons, which he affures us he is not:
for he hath propofed the {ame {alvation to all men,
and hath only placed them in different ways or fta-
tions to work it out. Princes are born with no
more advantages of firength or wifdom than other
men; and, by an unhappy education, are ufually
more defe&ive in both, than thoufands of thei

fubje@ts. They depend for every neceflary of life
upon the meaneft of their people : befides, obedi-
ence and fubjeftion were never injoined by God to
humour the pafiions, lufts, and vanities of thofe
who demand them from us; but we are copmand-

ed
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ed to obey our governors, becaufe difobedience
would breed feditions in the ftate, Thus fervants
are direfted to ob-y their mafters, children their
parents, and wives their hufbands; not from any
1041 eét of perfons in God, but becauie otherwife
there would be nothing but confufion in private fa-
milies, This matter will be clearly explained, by
confidering the comparifon which St. Paul makes
between the church of Chrift and the body of man:
for the {fame refemblance will hold, not only to fa-
milies and kingdoms, but to the whole corporation
of mankind. ‘¢ The eye,” faith he, ¢ cannot {ay
¢ unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor a-
oain the head to the feet, I have noneed of you.
I\u., much more, thofe members of the body
which feem to be more feeble, are neceﬁhr; 3
¢ And whether one member fuffer, all the mem-
qu fuffer with it ; or one member be honour-
all the men Thers rejoice with it ¥, The cafe

15 du. c\“d" the {fame among mankind. The prince
cannot iav to the merchant, I have no need of
thee ; nor the merchant to the labourer, I have no
need of thee. Nay, much more, thofe members
which {feem to be more feeble, are neceflary. For
the poor are generally more neceflfary members of
the commonwealth than the rich : which clearly
thews, that God never intended fuch pofleflions
for the fake and fervice of thofe to whom he lends
them ; but becaufe he hath afligned every man his
p’uucular {tation to be ufeful in life, and this for
the reafon given by the apofile, that there may be no

fchifm in t/"; body .

From hence may partly be gathered the nature
of that {ubjeétion which we all owe to one another.
God alr ucﬂuv hath been pleafed to put us into an
imperfet ﬁar.c, where we have ptl‘pt.tlﬂl occafion
of each other’s affiftance. 'There is none {o low, as

<

¢

® v Cor,=ils 21»22: 26.
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not to be in a capacity of aflifting the higheft; nor
{fo high, as not to want the affiftance of the low-
eft.

It plainly appears from what hath been faid, that
no one human creature 15 more worthy than ano-
ther in the fight of God, farther than according to
the goodnefs or holinefs of their lives; and that

ower, wealth, and the like outward advantages, are
{o far from being the marks of God’s approving oT
preferring thofe on whom they are beftowed, that,
on the contrary, he is pleafed to fuffer them to be
almoft ingroffed by thofe who have leaft title to his
favour. Now, according to this equality wherein
God hath placed all mankind with relation to him-
fclf, you will obferve, that, in all the relations be-
cween man and muin, there is a mutual depend-
ence, whereby the one cannot {ubfift without the
other. Thus, no man can be a prince without
fubjets, nor a after without fervants, nor fa-
ther without children. And this both explains
and confirms the doétrine of the text: for where
there is a mutual dependence, there muft be a mu-
tual duty, and confequently a mutual fubjection.
For inftance, the fubject muit obey his prince, be-
caufe God commands ityghuman laws require ity
and the fafety of the public makes it neceflary.
For the fame reafons we muft obey all that are in
authority, and fubmit ourfelves mnot only to the
good and gentle, but alfo to the froward, whether
they rule according to our liking or no. On the
other fide, in thofe countries that pretend to free-
dom, princes are fubjeét to thofe laws which their
people have chofen ; theyarebound to prote¢t their

{ubjects in liberty, property, and religion; to re-

ceive their petitions, and redrefs their grievances :
{o that the beft prince is, in the opinion of wife
men, only the greateft fervant of the nation ; not
only a fervant to the public in general, but in fome
fort to every man in it. In the like manner, a fer-

vant
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vant owes obedience, and diligence, and faithful-
nefs, to his mafter; from whom, at the fame time,
he hath a juft demand for protetion, and mainte-
nance, and gentle treatment. Nay, even the poor
beggar hath a juft demand of an alms from the
rich man; who is guilty of frand, injuftice, and
oppreflion, if he deces not afford relief according
to his abilites.

But this fubjetion we all owe one another, is no
where more neceflary, than in the common con-
verfations of life; for without it there could be no
fociety among men. If the learned would not
fometimes fubmit to the ignorant, the wile to the
fimple, the gentle to the froward, the old to the
weaknefles of the young, there would be nothing
but everlafting variance in the world. This our
Saviour himfelf confirmed by his own example :
for he appeared in the form of a fervant, and
wathed his difciples feet, adding thofe memorable
words, ¢ Ye call me Lord and Mafier: and ye
¢ fay well; for fo Tam. If I then, your Lord
¢¢ and Mafter, wath your feet, how much more
« ought ye to wafh one another’s fect 2 Under
which expreffion of wafhing the feet, is included
all that fubjeétion, afliffance, love, and duty, which
every good Chriftian ﬁlght to pay his brother, in
whatever ftation God hath placed him. For the
greateft prince and the meaneft {lave are not by in-
finite degrees {o diftant, as our Saviour and thofe
difciples whofe feet he vouchfafed to wafh,

And although this doétrine of fubjelting our-
{elves to one another, may feem to grate upon the
pride and vanity of mankind, and may thercfore
be hard to be digefted by thofe who value them-
felves upon their greatnefs or their wealth; yet it
is really mo more than what moft men practife up-
on other occafions, For if our neighbour, who is
our inferior, comes to fee us, we rife to receive

him, we place him above us, and refpeét him as if
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20 ON MUTUAL SUBJECTION. Ser.2.

he were better than ourfelves ; and this is thought
both decent and neceflary, and is ufually called
gosd manners. Now, the duty required by the apo-
{tle is only, that we {hould enlarge our minds, and
that what we thus practife in the common courie of
life, we fhould imitate in all our actions and pro-
ceedings whatfoever ; fince our Saviour tells us that
every man is our neighbour, and fince we are {o
ready, in the point of civility, to yield to others in
our own houfes, where only we have any title to
govern.

Having thus fhewn you, what fort of fubjetion
it is which all men owe one to another, and in what
manner it ought to be paid, I thall now draw fome
obfervations from what hath been faid.

And, firf, A thorough practice of this duty of
{ubjedling ourfelves to the wants and infirmities of
each other, would utterly extinguifh in us the vice
of pride.

For if God has pleafed to intruft me with a ta-
lent, not for my own fake, but for the fervice of
others, and at the fame time hath left me full of
wants and neceflities, which others muft fupply; [
can then have no caufe to fet any extraordinary va-
lue upon myfelf, or to defpife my brother, becaufe
he hath not the fame talents which were lent to me.
His being may probably be as ufeful to the public
as mine ; and therefore, by the rules of right rea-
fon, I am in no fort preferable to him.

Secondly, Tt is very manifeft from what has been
{aid, that no man ought to look upon the advanta-
ges of life, {fuch as riches, honour, power, and
the like, as his property, but merely as a truft which
God hath depofited with him to be eimployed for
ihe ufe of his brethren : and God will certainly pu-
nith the breach of that truft, though the laws of
man will not, or rather indeed cannot; becaufe
the truft was conferred only by God, who has not
left it to any power on earth to decide infallibly,
. ' whether

I ——
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whether a man makes a good ufe of his talents or
no, or to punifh him where he fails, And there-
fore God feems to have more particularly taken
this matter into his own hands, and will moft cer-
tainly reward or punith us in proportion to our
good or ill performance in it, Now, although the
advantages which one man poflefleth more than
another, may in fome fenfe be called his property
with refpeét to other men ; yet with refpet to
God, they are, as I faid, onl y a truft ; which will
plainly appear from henu. if 2 man does not ufe
thofe advantages to the good of the public, or the
benefit of his neighbour, itis certain, he doth not
deferve them, and confequently that God never in-
tended them for a blefling to him ; and, on the o-
ther fide, whoever does employ his talents as he
ought, will find by his own experience, that they
were chiefly lent him for the fervice of others; for
to the fervice of others he will certainly employ
them.,

Thirdly, If we could all be brought to praétife
this duty of fubjecting ourfelves to each other, it
v'oul | very much contribute to the general happi-
nefs of mankind., For this would root out envy
and malice from the heart of man; becaufe you
cannot envy your neighbour’s ftreng th if he make
ufe of it to defend your life, or carry your bur-
den ; you cannot envy his \uidom, if he gives you
good counfel ; nor his riches, if he fupplies you in
vour wants ; nor his greatnefs, if he employs it to
your protetion. The miferies of life are not pro-
perly owing to the unequal difiribution of things;
but God almighty, the great King of heaven, is
treated like the kings of the carth, who, ?lthough
perhaps intending well themfelves, have ofren moft
abominable minifters and ftewards; and thofe gene-
rally the vileft, to whom they intr uft the moft talents.
But he re i rhs difference, that the princes of this
world {ee by othermens eyes, but God fees all things ;

th
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and therefore whenever he permits his bleflings
to be dealt among thofe who are unworthy, we may
certainly conclude, that he intends them only as
punifhment to an evil world, as well as t0 the own-
ers. It were well, if thofe would confider this,
whofe riches ferve them only as a fpur to avarice,
or as an inftrument to their lufts ; whofe wifdom is
only of this world, to put falfe colours upon things,
to call good evil, and evil good, again{t the convic-
tion of their own confciences ; and, laftly, who
employ their power and favour in aétsof oppreflion
or injuitice, 1n mifreprefenting perfons and things,
or in countenancing the wicked to the ruin of the
innocent,

Fourthly, The practice of this duty of being {ub-
jeét to one another, would make us reft contented

in the feveral ftations of life wherein God hath

thought fit to place us; becaufe it would, in the
beft and eafieft manner, bring us back as it were to
that early ftate of the gofpcl, when Chriftians had
all things in common. For if the poor found the
rich difpofed to fupply th -ir wants ; if the ignorant
found the wife ready to snftrué and direét them;
or if the weak might always find protection from
the mighty; they could none of them, with the
leaft pretence of juftice, lament their own condi-
tion.

From all that hath been hitherto {aid, it appears,
that great abilities of any fort, when they are em-
ployed as God direts, do but make the owners of
them greater and more painful {fervants to their
neighbour, and the public. However, we are by
no means to conclude from hence, that they are
not really bleflings, when they are in the hands of
good men. For, firft, what can be a greater ho-
nour, than to be chofen one of the ftewards and
difpenfers of God’s bounty to mankind ? What 1s
there that can give a generous {pirit more pleafure
and complacency of mind, than to confider, that

he
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he is an inftrument of doing much good ? that great
numbers owe to him, under Go d, their {ubfift-
ence, their fafety, their health, and the good con-
duét of their lives ? The “'lk.]s.exlt‘lt man upon earth
takes a pleafure in doing good to thofe he loves;
and therefore, {urely, a good Chriftian. who obeys
our Saviour’s commfmd of loving all men, cannot
but take delight in doing good even to his enemies.
God, who gives all thmgs to all men, can receive
nothing from any ; and thofe among men who do
the moit good, and receive the feweft returns, do
moft re 1r*mbh. their Creator; for which reafon St.
Paul delivers it as a iavmg of our Saviour, that if
is more Mcﬁ’a’ to give than to receive; By this rule;
what muft become of thofe things w hich the world
values as the greateft bleflings, riches, power, and
the like, when our Saviour plainly determines,
that the beft way to make them bleffings, is to part
with them 7 Therefore although the advantages
which one man hath over another, may be called
bleflings, yet they are by no means fo in the fenfe
the word ufually underftands. Thus; for exam:
ple, great riches are no bleffing in themfelves ; be-
canfs the poor man, with the common neceflaries
of life, enjoys more health, and has fewer cares,
without them. How ther do they become bleflings ?
No otherwife, than by being t::ipm}"ri in feeding
the hungry, clothing the n;kcd, rewarding worthy
men, and, in fhort, doing acts of (LR.‘I{T and ge-
nerofity. Thus, ]il\cwm., power is no blefii ng in
itfelf, becaufe private men bear lefs envy, and trou-
ble, and anguifh, withoutit. But, when it is em-
ployed to protect the innocent, to relieve the op-
prefled, and to punith the oppreflor, then it be-
comes a great blefling. And fo, laftly, even great
wifdom is, in the 0pi'1ion of Soh'm\n, not 2 blefi:
ing in itfelf: for in much Lu/ lom is mu /,-’-«‘.’ff-f";
and men of common underftandings, i%: the
God, and mind their callings, m .tkn tvuw miftake
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:q the condué of life, than thofe who have better
heads. And yet wifdom is a mighty blefling, when
it is applied to good purpofes, to inftrutt the igno-
rant, to be a faithful counfellor either in public or
private, to be a director to youth, and to many 0-
ther ends needlefs here to mention.

To conclude: God fent us into the world to o-
bey his commands, by doing as much good as our
abilities will reach, and as little evil as our many
infirmities will permit, Some he hath only trufted
with one talent, fome with five, and fome with
ten. No man is without his talent; and he that
is faithful or negligent in a little, fhall be rewarded
or punithed, as well as he that hath been fo ina
great deal.

Confider what hath been faid, &c.

#_* This fermor is vpon mutual fubje@ion, and that duty which
is owing from one man to another, A clearer ftyle, ora difcourfe
more properly adapted toa public audience, can {carce be framed.
Every paragraph is imple, nervous, and intelligible. The threads of
each argument are clofely conn.¢ted, and logically purfued.  But in
places where the Dean has the leaft opportunity to introduce political
maxims, or to dart an arrow ar the conduf of princes, he never
fails to indu'ge himfelf in bis ufual manner of thinking ; as will ap-
pear from the following quotations. ‘¢ A wife man,”’ fays Dr. Swift,
<« who does not affift with his counfels, a great man with his pro-
¢« tedion, a rich man with his bounty and charity, and a poor man
& with his labour, are perfe& puifinces in 2 commonwealth, Nei-
€ ther is 2ny condition of life more honourable in the fight of God
« than another ; otherwife he would be a refpecter of perfons, which
& he aflures us he is not : for he hath propofed the fame falvation
¢ o all men, and bath only placed them in different ways or ftations
¢« 10 work it out. Princes are born with no more advantages of
< firength or wiflom than other men; and, by an unhappy educa-
¢ tion, are ufually more defeftive in both, than thoufands of their
& fubjeds,” p. 16. Again, inthe {ame ftrain, ¢ The beft prince
< is, in the opinion of wife men, only the greatelt fervant of the na-
¢ tion; not only a fervant to the public in general, but in fome fort
¢ to every man in ir,” p. 18, But the moft extraordinary paffage
is a covert ftroke at the higheft order of his brethren the clergy. It
runs thus, ¢ The miferies of life are not properlyowing to the un-
¢ equal diftribution of things; but God aimighty, the great King
% of heaven, is treated like the kings of the earth ; who, although

perhaps
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« perhaps intending well themfelves, have often moft abominakle
« minifters and ftewards, and thofe generally the vileft, to whom
¢ they intruft the moft talents,” p. 21, Dark as it is, this para-
graph requires no explanation, The author’s natural turn of mind
breaks forth upon all occafions, and the politician frequently out-
weighs the divine, IFf the di¢tates of fuch a fpirit were capable ot
forcing their way from the pulpit, what a glorious, what a confiitent
figure, muft Swift have made in the roftrum at Rome, or in one of
the gorticos at Athens ? Orrery.

BEEESEELE SO L LY

S ER M O N L

On the TEsTiMoyy of CoNsCIENCE.

2 Cog.i. 12. part of it

w—For gur rejoicing. is this, the teftinony of
| eur confcience.

Here is no word more frequentlyin the mouths

of men, than that of confcience; and the mean-

ing of it is in fome meafure generally underftood.
However, becaufe it is likewife a word extremely
abufed by many people, who apply other meanings
to it, which God Almighty neverintended ; I fhall
explain it to you in the cleareft manner Iam able.
The word confcience properly fignifies that know-
Jedge which a man hath within himfelf, of his own
thoughts and actions. And becanfe, if a man
judgeth fairly of his own actions, by comparing
them with the law of God, hismind will either ap-
prove or condemn him, according as he hath done
good or evil; therefore this knowledge or ‘con-

fcience may properly be called both an aecufer and
Vor. Il D ey by a
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a judge. So that whenever our confcience accufeth
us, we are certainly guilty : but we are not always
innocent, whenit doth not accufe us ; forvery oft-
en, through the hardnefs of ourhearts, or the fond-
nefs and favour we bear to ourfclves, or through
ignorance or neglet, we do not {fuffer our confci-
ence to take any cognifance of feveral {ins we com-
mit. 'There is another office likewife belonging to
confcience, which is that of being our diretor and
guide ; and the wrong ufe of this hath been the
occafion of more evils under the fun, than almoft
all other caufes put together. For as confcience is
nothing elfe but the knowledge we have of what
we are thinking and doing ; {o 1t can guide us no
farther than that knowledge reacheth; and there-
fore God hath placed confcience in us to be our di-
rector only in thofe aions which fcripture and
reafon plainly tells us to be good or evil. But in
cafes too difficult or doubtful for us to comprehend
or determine, there confcience is not concerned ;
becaufe it cannot advife in what it doth not under-
ftand, nor decide where it is itfelf in doubt: But,
by God’s great mercy, thofe difficult peints are ne-
ver of abfolute neceflity to our falvation. There
is likewife another evil, that men often fay, a
thing is againft their confcience, when really it is
not. For inftance, alk any of thofe who differ
from the worfhip eftablifhed, why they do not come
to church, they will {ay, they diflike the ceremo-
nies, the prayers, the habits, and the like ; and
therefore it goes againft their confcience. But they
are miftaken ; their teacher hath put thofe words
into their mouth ; for a man’s confcience can go
no higher than his knowledge ; aud therefore till
he has thoroughly examined, by feripture, and the
pradtice of the ancient church, whether thofe
points are blameable or no, his conicience cannot
poflibly direct him to condemn them. Hence have
likewife arifen thofe miftakes about what is ufually

called
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called /liberty of confcience ; which, properly

{peaking, is no more than a liberty of know-

ing our own thoughts ; which hbc,rty no one
can take from us. But thofe words have obtained
quite different meanings. Liberty of confcience is
now-a-days not only underftood to be the liberty of
believing what men pleait, but alfo of endeavouring
to propagate that belief as much as they can, and
to over throw the faith which the laws have e already
eftablifhed, and to be rewarded by the public for
thofe wicked endeavours ; and this is the liberty of
confcience which the fanatics are now, openly in
the face the world, endeav ourmq atw uh their ut-
moft application. "At the fame time it cannot but
be obferved, that thofe very perfons who, under
pretence of a public fpirit, and tendernefs to-
wards their Chriftian brethren, are fo zealous
for fuch a liberty of confcience as this, are of
all others the leaft tender to thofe who differ from
them in the {fmalleft point relating to government ;
and I with I could not fay, that the majefty of the
living God may be offended with more {fecurity
than the memory of a dead prince. But the wifdom
of the world at prefent feems to agree with that of
the Heathen Emperor, who faid, if the gods were
offended, it was their own concern, and they were
able to vmdlc ite themfielves.

But altho’ confcience hath been abufed to thofe
wicked purpofes which I have already related, yet
a due 1egard to the directions it plainly gives us; as
well as to its accufations, uproqchcc, and advices
would be of the greateft ufe to mankind, both fm
their prefent w elflre and future h?pomdu

Therefore my difcourfe at this time fhall be di-

refted to proveto you, that there is no {olid, firm
foundation for virtue, but in a confcience which
is guided by religion.

In order to tms, I {hall firft thew you the weak-
nefs and uncertainty of two falfe principles, which

s many




.6 ON THE TESTIMONY  Serm. 3.

inany people fet up in the place of confcience for a
syide to their adtions,

The firt of thefe principles is what the world
wfually calls moral hongjty. "There are fome
people, who appear very indifferent ag to religion,
and yet have the repute of being juft and fair in
their dealings; and thefe are generally known by
the character of good moral men. But now, if
you look into the grounds and the motives of fuch
4 man’s actions, you fhall find them to be no other
thanhis own eafe and intereft. For example, you
truft 2 moral man with your money in the way of
trade, you truft another with the defence of your
caufe at law; and perhaps they both deal juftly
with you. Why? not from any regard they have
for juftice, but becaufe their fortune depends upon
their credit, and a ftain of open publie difhoneity
muft be to their difadvantage. But let it confift
with fuch a man’s intereft and fafety to wrong you,
and then it will be impoffible you can have any
hold upon liim ; becaufe there is nothing left to
give him check, or to put in the balance a-
gainft his profit. For, if he hath nothing to go-
vern himfelf by but the opinion of the world, as
long as he can corceal his injuftice from the world
hethinks he is fafe.

Befides, it is found by experience, that thofe
men who fet up for morality, without regard to re-
ligion, are generally virtnous but in part; they will
be juft in their dealings between man and man : but
if they find themfelves difpofed to pride, luft, in-
temperance, or avarice, they do not think their
morality concerned to check them in any of thefe
vices ; becaufe it is the great rule of fuch men, that
they may lawfully follow the ditates of nature;
wherever their {afety, health, and fortune are not
injured. So that, upon the whole, there i hard+
ly one vice which a mere moral man may not upon
{fome occafions allow himfelf to practife.

The
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The other falfe principle which fome men fet
up in the place of confcience to be their direétor in
life, is what thofe pretend to call honour.

This word is often made the fanétion of an oath 3
it is reckoned a great commendation to be a man
of ftri¢t honour ; and it is commonly underftood,
that a man of horour can never be guilty of a bafe
a&ion. This is ufually the ftyle of military men,
of perfons with titles, and of others who pretend to
birth and quality. It is true indeed, that in an-
cient times it was univerfally underftood, that ho-
nour was the reward of virtue ; but if {fuch ho-
nour as is now-a-days going, will not permit a
man to do a bafe adtion, it muit be allowed, there
are very few fuch things as bafe adtions in nature.
No man of horour, as that word is ufually under-
ftood, did ever pretenid, that his honour obliged
him to be chafte or temperate, to pay his credi-
tors, to be ufefal to his country, to do good to
manklnd, to endeavour to be wife or learned, to
regard his word, his promife, or his oathj or, if
he hath any of thefe virtues, they were never
Jearned in the cdtechifm of honour; which con-
tains but two precepts ; the puntual payments of
debts contraéted at play, and the right underftand-
ing the feveral degrees of an affront, in order to
tevenge it by the death of an adverfary.

But fuppofe this principle of honour, which fome
men fo much boaft of, did really produce more
virtues than it ever pretended to; yet; fince the
very being of that Lonour depended upon the
breath, the opinion, or the fancy of the people,
the virtues derived from it could be of no long or
certain duration. For example, {uppofe a man,
from a principle of honbur, fhould refolve to be
juft, or chafte, or temperate, and yet the cenfur-
ing world fhould take a humour of refufing him
thofe charaéters, he would then think the obliga-
tion at an end. Or, on the other fide, if he

thought
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thought he could gain honour by the falfeft and

vileft action, (which is a cafe that very often hap-

“pens), he would then make no feruple to perform

it.. And God knows, it would be an unhappy
ftate, to have the religion, the liberty, or the pro-
perty of a people lodged in fuch hands ; which
however hath been too often the cafe.

What I have faid npon this principle of honour,
may perhaps be thought of {mall concernment to
moft of you who are my hearers : However, a
caution was not altogcthcrunnccefﬁry s fince there
is nothing by which not only the vulgar, but the
honeft tradefman hath been fo much deceived, as
this infamous pretence to honour in too many of
their betters.

Having thus fhewn you the weaknefs and uncer-
tainty of thofe principles which fome men {et up
in the place of confcience to direct them in their
aétions, I fhall now endeavour to prove to you,
that there is no folid, firm foundation of virtue,
but in a confcience dire€ted by the principles of
religion.

There is no way of judging how far we may de-
pend upon the actions of men, otherwife than by
knowing the motives, and grounds, and caufes of
them ; and if the motives of our actions be not re-
folved and determined into the law of God, they,
will be precarious and uncertain, and liable to per-
petual changes. I will {hew you what I mean, by
an example. Suppofe a man thinks it his duty to
obey his parents, becaufe reafon tells him {o, be-
caufe he is obliged by gratitude, and becaufe the
laws of his country command him to do fo: if he
ftops here, his parents can have no lafting fecurity 3

for an occafion may happen, wherein it may be ex-.

tremely his intereft to be difobedient, and where
the laws of the land can lay no hold upon him :
therefore, before fuch a man can fafely be trufted,
he muft proceed farther, and confider that his rea-

fon
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g
fon is the gift of God; that God commanded him
to be obedient to the laws, and did moreover, in a
particular manner, injoin him to be dutiful to his
parents ; after which, if he lays due weight upon
thofe confiderations, lll_ will probably continue in
his duty to the end of his life; becaufe no earthly
intereft can ever come in competition to balance the
danger of offending his Crc’ ator, or the h’LpplIlLis
of ple’limg him. And of all thls his conicience
will ,certainly inform him, if he hath any regard
to religion.
Secondly, Fear and hope are the two greateft na-
t 11‘;11 motives of all mens ations. But neither of
refe paflions will ever put us in the way of virtue,
nlds they be directed by confcience. For altho’
virtuous men do fometimes accidentally make their
way to preferment, yet the world is {o corrupted,
that no man can reajonably hope to be rewarded in
it, merely upon account of his virtue. And con-
ﬁqm.ntlv the fear of punifhment in this life will
quc“\t_ men from very few vices; fince fome of
the blackeft and bafeft do often prove the fureft
fteps to favour; fuch as ingratitude, hypocrify,
treachery, malice, fubernation, atheifm, and ma-
ny more, - which human laws do little concern
themfelves about. But when confcience placeth
betore us the hopes of everlafting happinefs, and
the fears of everlatting mifery, as ‘the reward and
punifhment of our good or evil aftions, our rea-
fon can find no way to avoid the force of fuch
an argument, otherwife than by running into infi-
t.chtV
Lajfly, Confcience will diret us to love God, and
to put our-whole truft and confidence in him. Qur
love of God will infpire us with a deteftation for
{in, as what is of all things moft contrary to his
divine nature ; and if we have an entire confidence
in him, that will enable us to fubdue and defpife
all the allurements of the world,
It
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It may here be objected, If confcience be fo fure
a director to us Chriftians in the conduét of our
lives, how comes 1t to pafs, that ‘the ancient Hea-
thens, who had no other lights but thofe of nature
and reafon, fhould fo far exceed us in all manner
of virtue, as plainly appears by many examples
they have left on record ?

To which it may be anfwered : Firft, thofe Hea-
thens were extremely {trict and exat in the educa-
tion of their children : whereas, among us, this
arc is fo inuch laid afide, that the more God has
blefied any man with eftate or quality, juft fo much
the lefs in proportion is the care he takes in the
education of his children, and particularly of that
child which is to inherit his fortune ; of which the
effects aré vifible enough among the great ones of
the world.  Again, thofe Heathens did, in a par-
ricular manner, inftil the principle into their chil-
dren of loving their country ; which is fo far other-
wife now-a-days, that of the feveral partics among
us, there is none of them that feem to have {o
much as heard whether there be fuch 2 virtue in
the world'; as plainly appears by ‘their practices,
and efpecially when they are placed in thofe ftations
where they can only have opportunity of {hewing
jt. Laftly, the moft confiderable among the Hea-
thens did generally believe rewards and punifhments
in a life to come ; which is the great principle for
confcience to work upon: whereas too many of
thofe who would be thought the moft confiderable
among us, do, both by their praétices and their
difcourfes, plainly affirm, that they believe nothing
at all of the matter, ;

Wherefore, fince it hath manifeitly appeared,
that a religious confcience is the only true folid
foundation upon which virtue can be built, give me
leave, before I conclude, to let you {ee how necef-
ry fuch a confcience is to conduct us in every {ta-
tion and condition of our lives.

That
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That a religious confcience is neceflary in any fta-
tion, is confefled even by thofe who tell us that all
religion was invented by cunning men, in order to
keep the world in awe. For if religion, by the
confeflion of its adverfaries, be nceffary toward the
well-governing of mankind ; then every wife man
in power will be fure, not only to chufe out for
every ftation under him, fuch perfons as are moft
likely to be kept in awe by religion, but likewife to
carry fome appearance of it him{felf, or ele he is
a very weak politician, And accordingly, in any
country, where great perfons affcct to be open de-
fpifers of religion, their counfels will be found at
laft to be fully as deftruétive to the ftate as to the
church.

It was the advice of Jethro to his fon-in-law
Mofes, to provide able men, Juch as fear God, men
of truth, hating covetoufnefs, and to place fuch over
the people; and Mofesy who was as wife a ftatefman
at leaft as any in this age, thought fit to follow
that advice. Great abilities, without the fear of
God, are moft dangerous inftruments, when they
are trufted with power, The laws of man have
thought fit, that thofe who are called to any office
of truft fhould be bound by an oath to the faithful
difcharge of it: but an oath is an appeal to God,
and therefore can have no influence except upon
thofe who believe that he is, and that he is a re-
warder of thofe that feek him, and a punifher of
thofe who difobey him : and therefore we fee the
laws themfelves are forced to have recourfe to con-
{cience in thefe cafes ; becaufe their penalties can-
not reach the arts of cunning men, who can find
ways to be guilty of a thoufand injuftices, without
being difcovered, or at leaft without being punifh-
ed. And the reafon why we find fo many frauds,
abufes, and cerruptions, where any truft is confer-
red, can be no other, than that there is fo little
confcience and religion left in the world; or at

Vor. IL. E leaft
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leaft that men, in their choice of inftruments, have
private ends in view, which are very different from
the fervice of the public. Befides, is 1s certain,
that men who profefs to have no religion, ar¢ full
as zealous to bring over profelytes as any Papift or
Fanatic can be. And therefore, if thofe who are
in ftation high enough to be of influence or exam-
ple to others; if thofe (I fay) openly profefs a con-
tempt or difbelief of religion, they will be fure to
make all their dependents of their own principles ;
and what fecurity can the public expe¢t from fuch
perfons, whenever their interefts or their lufts come
into competition with their duty? Itis very pofli-
ble for a man who hath the appearance of religion,
and is a great pretender to conicience, to be wicked
and a hypocrite ; but it is impoffible for a man who
openly declares againft religion, t0 give any reafon-
able fecurity that he will not be falfe, and cruel,
and corrupt, whenever a temptation offers, which
he values more than he does the power wherewith
he was trufted. And if fuch a man doth not be-
tray his caufe and his mafter, it is only becaufe the
temptation was not properly offered, or the profit
was too {mall, or the danger too great. And
hence it is, that we find fo little truth or juftice
among us, becaufe there are fo very few who, ei-
ther in the fervice of the public, or in common
dealings with each other, do ever look farther than
their own advantage, and how to guard themf{elves
againft the laws of the country; which a2 man may
do by favour, by fecrecy, or by cunning, though
he breaks almoft every law of God.

Therefore, to conclude : It plainly appears, that
unlefs men are guided by the advice and judgment
of confcience founded on religion, they can give
no fecurity that they will be either good {ubjets,
faithful fervants of the public, or honeft in their
mutual dealings ; fince there is no other tie, thro’
which the pride, or Inft, or avarice, or ambition

: . of
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of mankind will not certainly break one time or
other.
Confider what has been faid, &¢.

®_* In this moral effay, for I can fcarce call it a fermon, the au-
thor inferts fome very ftriking obfervations upon fuch falfe notions of’
honour as are too prevalent in the world, [Here the particular paf-
fage is quoted, beginning thus, ¢ The other falfe principle which
“ fome men fet up in the place of confcience,” &c. p. 9. 4 1.
and ending thus, *° 1n order to revenge it by the death of an adverfary,”
2bid, .27, But you muft be weary of quotations: and in ex-
cufe for thofe already made, I canonly offer, that in comments upon
original authors, quotations are often the beft, and perhaps the only
explanations that can fully anfwer the end propofed. I mean, that
the original fpirit is fo volatile, as not to admit of the leaft transfufion,
In ordinary compofitions, the effence may be extrafted, and the fub-
tileft parts diftilled : but Swift’s fermons appeared a chymical prepa~
ration of fo extraordinary and penetrating a nature, that I was refol-
ved to fend you as much of the ethereal fpirit as might be fafely con-
veyed by the poft, Orrery.

VRN NN R RN AN AN NN
SSESC R NS GO, NIV
OR BREOTHERLY LOVEY

HE B. xiu; 1,

Let brotherly love continue.

N the early times of the gofpel, the Chriftians
were very much diftinguifhed from all other bo-
dies of men, by the great and conftant love they
bore to each other ; which although it was done in
obedience to the frequent injunétions of our Savi-
our and his apoftles, yet, I confefs, there feemeth
to have been likewife a natural reafon, that very
much promoted it. For the Chriftians then were
few and {cattered, living under perfecution by the

% This fermon is not in the Dublin edition.
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Heathens reund about them, in whofe hands was
all the civil and military power; and there is no-
thing fo apt to unite the minds and hearts of men,
or to beget love and cendernefs, as a general di-
fivefs. The firft diffenfions between Chriftians took
their beginning from the errors and herefies that
arofe among them ; many of thofe herefies, fome-
times extinguifhed, and fometimes reviving, or fuc-
ceeded by others, remain to this day; and having
been made inftruments to the pride, avarice, OF
ambition of ill-defigning men, by extinguifhing
brotherly love, have been the canfe of infinite ca-
lamities, as well as corruptions of faith and man-
ners, in the Chiriftian world.

The laft legacy of Chrift was peace and mutual
love ; but then he foretold, that he came to fend @
{word upon the earth. The primitive Chriftians
accepted the legacy, and their fucceflors down to
the prefent age have been Jargely fulfilling his pro~
shecy. But whatever the practice of mankind hath
Lccn, or {till continues, there is no duty more in-
cumbent upon thofe who profefs the gofpel, than
that of brotherly love ; which whoever could re-
{tore in any degree among men, would be an inftru-
ment of more good to human fociety, than ever
was, or will be done by all the ftatefmen and poli-
ticians in the world.

It is upon this fubjet of brotherly love that Iin-
tend to difcourfc at prefent ; and the method I ob-
{erve {hall be as follows.

r. T will inquire into the caufes of this great
want of brotherly love among us.

2. I will lay open the {ad effeéts and confequen-
ces which our animofities and mutual hatred have
produced.

3. I will ufe fome motives and exhortations that
may perfuade you to embrace brotherly love, and
continue in it.

g
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I. I fhall inquire into the caufes of this great

want of brOtherly love among us. '
This nation of ours hath for an hundred years
paft been infefted by two enemies, the Papifts and
Fanatics ; who each in their turns filled it with
blood and flaughter, and for a time deftroyed both
the church and government. The memory of thefe
events hath put all true Proteftants equally upos
their guard againft both thefe adverfaries ; who,
by confequence, do equally hate us. The Fanatics
revile us, as too nearly approaching to Popery ;
and the Papifts condemn us, as bordering too much
on Fanaticifm. "The Papifts, God be praifed, are,
by the wifdom of our laws, put out of all vifible
poﬁ’ibmrv of hurting us; beﬁdes, their religion is
{o generally abhorred that they have no advocates
or abettors among Proteftants to affift them. Bur
the Fanatics are to be confidered in another light :
they have had, of late years, the power, the luck,
or the cunning, to divide us among ourfelves; they
have endeavoured to reprefent all thofe who have
been fo bold as to oppofe their errors and defigns,
under the charalter of perfons difaffeted to the
government ; and they have {o far fucceeded, that
now-a-days, if a clergyman happens to preach with
any zeal and vehemence againft the fin or danger of
{chifm, there will not want too many in his congre-
gation ready enough to cenfure him, as hot and
high-flying, an inflamer of mens minds, an ene-
my to moderation, and difloyal to his prince. This
hath produced a formed and fettded divifion be-
tween thofe who profefs the fame doétrine and dif~
cipline, while they who call themfelves moderate,
are forced to widen their bottom, by facrificing
their principles and their brethren to the incroach-
ments and infolence of diffenters; who are there-
fore anfiwerable, as a principal caufe of all that ha-

tred and anifmofity now reigning among us.

Another
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Another caufe of the great want of brotherly
love, is the weaknefs and folly of too many among
you of the lower fort, who are made the tools and
inftruments of your betters to work their defigns,
wherein you have no concern. Your numbers
make you of ufe, and cunning men take the ad-
vantage by putting words into your mouths which
you do not underftand ; then they fix good or ill
characters to thofe words, as it beft ferves their
purpoi'cs ; and thus you are taught to love or hate,
you know not what or why; you often fufpect
your beft friends and neareft neighbours, even
your teacher himfelf, without any reafon, if your
jeaders once taught you to call him by a name
which they tell you fignifieth fome very bad
thing.

A third caufe of our great want of brotherly
love feemeth to be, that this duty 1s not {o often in-
Gifted on from the pulpit, as it ought to be in fuch
times as thefe: on the contrary, it is to be doubt-
ed, whether doltrines are not {fometimes delivered
by an ungoverned zeal, a defire to be diftinguifh’d,
or a view of intereft, which produce quite different
cfes; when, upon occafions fet apart to return
thanks to God for fome public blefling, the time is
employed in ftirring up one part of the congrega-
tion againft the other, by reprefentations of things
and perfons, which God in his mercy forgive thofe
who are guilty of.

The laft caufe I {hall mention of the want of
brotherly love, is that unhappy difpofition towards
politics among the trading people, which hath been
induftrioufly inftilled into them. In former times,
the middle and lower fort of mankind feldom gain-
ed or loft by the factions of the kingdom ; and
therefore were little concerned in them, further
than as matter of talk and amufement : but now
the meaneft dealer will expet to turn the penny by
the merits of his party. He can reprefent his neigh-

bour
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bour as a man of dangerous principles ; can bring
a railling accufation againft him, perhaps a crimi-
nal one ; and {o rob him of his livelihood, and find
his own account by that much more than if he had
difparaged his nighbour’s goods, or defamed him
as a cheat. For {o it happens, that inftead of in-
quiring into the 1ikill or honefty of thofe kind of
people, the manner is now to inquire into their
party, and to reject or encourage them according-
ly; which proceeding hath made our people-in ge-
neral fuch able politicians, that all the artifice, flat-
tery, diflimulation, diligence and dexterity in un-
dermining each other, which the fatirical wit of
men hath charged upon courts; together with all
the rage and violence, cruelty and injuftice, which
have been ever imputed to public aflemblies; are
with us (fo polite are we grown) to be feen among
our meaneft traders and artificers in the greateft
perfection. All which, as it may be matter of fome
humiliation to the wile and mighty of this world,
{o the effects thereof may perhaps in time prove
very different from what, I hope in charity, were
ever forefeen or intended,

II, T will therefore, now, in the fecond place,
lay open fome of the fad effets and confequences
which our animofities and mutual hatred have pro-
duced.

And the firft ill confequence is, that our want
of brotherly love hath almoft driven out all fenfe
of religion from among us; which cannot well be
otherwife : for fince our-Saviour laid fo much
weight upon his difciples loving one another, that
he gave it among his laft inftructions ; and fince the
primitive Chriftians are allowed to have chiefly pro-
pagated the faith, by their ftriét obfervance of thac
inftruction ; it muft follow, that, in proportion as
brotherly love declineth, Chriftianity will do fo
too. 'The little religion there is in the world, hath

been
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been obferved to refide chiefly among the middle
and lower fort of people, who are neither tempted
to pride and luxury by great riches, mor to defpe-
rate courfes by extreme pove’rtﬁ: and truly I upon

that account have thought it a happinefs, that thofe
who are under my immediate care are generally
of that condition. But where party hath once
made eéntrance, with all its confequences, of hatred,
envy, partiality, and virulence, religion cannot
long keep its hold in any ftate or degree of life
whatfoever, - For if the great men of the world
have been cenfured in all ages for mingling too
litdle religion with their politics, what a havock
of principles muft they needs make in unlearned
and irvegular heads ? of which indeed the effects
are already too yifible and melancholy all over the
kingdom,

‘Another ill confequence from our want of bro-
therly love is, that it increafeth the infolénce of
the Famatics, And this partly arifeth from a mifta-
ken meaning of the word moderation ; aword which
hath been much abufed, and handed about for fe-
veral years paft. There are too many people indif
ferent enough to all religion ; there are many 0-
thers who diflike the clergys and would have them
live in poverty and dependence. Both thefe forfs
are thuch commended by the Fanatics for moderate

_men, ready to put an end to our divifions, and to

make a general union among Proteftants. Many
ignorant well-meaning people are deceived by thefe
appearances, {irengthened with great pretences 1O
loyalty ; and thefe occafions the Famatics lay hold
on to revile the dodtrine and difcipline of the
church, and even infult and Opprefg the clergy,

wherever their numbers of favourers will bear
them out ; infomuch that one wilful refractory Fa-
natic hath been able to difturb a whole parith for
many years together. But the moft moderate and

favoured divines dare mot OWIl, that the word ms-
deration
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deration with refpect to the diffenters can be at all
applied to their religion, but is purely perfonal or
prudential. No good man repineth at the liberty
of confcience they enjoy; and perhaps a very mo-
derate divine may think better of their loyalty than
others do; or, to {peak after the manner of men,
may think it neceflary, that all Proteftants fhould
be united againft the common enemy; or out of
difcretion, or other reafons beft known to himfelf,
be tender of mentioning them at all.  But ftill the
errors of the diffenters are all fixed and determin-~
ed; and muft, upon demand, be acknowledged by
all the divines of our church, whether they be call-
ed, in party-phrafe, high or low, moderate or vio=
lent. And further, I believe it would be hard to
find many moderate divines, who, if their opinion
were afked, whether diffenters fhould be trufted
with power, could according to their confciences
an{wer in the affirmative: from whence it is plain,
that all the ftir which the Fanatics have made with
this word moderation, was only meant to increafe
our divifions, and widen them fo far as to make
room for themfelves to get in between. And this
is the only fcheme they ever had (except that of de-
ftroying root and branch) for the uniting of Pro-
teftants, they fo much talk of.

I fhall mention but one ill confequence more,
which attends our want of brotherly love ; that it
hath putan end to all hofpitality and friendfhip, all
good correfpondence and commerce between man-
kind, There are indeed fach things as leagues and
confederacies among thofe of the fame party; but
furely God never intended, that men fhould be fo
limited in the choice of their friends: however,
fo it is in town and country, in every parith and
ftreet; the paftor is divided from his flock, the fa-
ther from his fon, and the houfe often divided a-
gainft itfelf, Mens very natures are foured, and
their pafiions inflamed, when they meet in party-
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clubs, and fpend their time in nothing elfe but rail-
ing at the oppolite fide 5 thus every man alive a-
mong us is encompailed with a million of enemies
of his own country, among which his oldeft ac-
quaintance, and friends, and kindred themfelves,
are often of the number. Neither can people of
different partics mix together without conftraint,
{ufpicion, and jealoufy ; watching every word they
{peak, for fear of giving offence ; or elfe falling
:nto rudenefs and reproaches, and fo leaving them-
felves open to the malice and corruption of inform-
ers, who Were never more NUMErous or €xpert in
their trade. And, as a further addition to this
evil, thofe very few, who, by the goodnefs and
gencrofity of their nature, do in their own hearts
defpife this narrow principle, of confining their
friendfhip and efteem, their charity and good offi-
ces, to thofe of their own party, yet dare not dif-
cover their good inclinations, for fear of lofing
their favour and intereft. And others, again,
whom God had formed with mild and gentle dif-
pofitions, think it neceflary to put a force upon
their own tempers, by acting 2 noify, violent, ma-
licious part, as a means to be diftinguifhed. Thus
hath party got the better of the very genius and
conftitution of our people; fo that whoever reads
the charaéter of the Englith in former ages, will
hardly believe their prefent pofterity to be of the
fame nation or climate.

IIL T {hall now, in the laft place, make ufe of
fome motives and exhortations, that may perfuade
you to embrace brotherly love, and to continue in
it. Let me apply myfelf to you of the lower fort,
and defire you will confider, when any of you make
uie of fair and enticing words to draw in cuftom-
ers, whether you do it for their fakes or your own.
And then for whofe fakes do you think it is, that
your leaders are fo induftrious to put into your

heads
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heads all that party-rage and virulence ? Is it not to
make you the tools and inftruments, by which they
work out their own defigns ? Has this {pirit of fac-
tion been ufeful to any of you in your worldly
concerns, €Xcept to thofe who have traded in whif-
pering, backbiting, or informing, and wanted {kill
or honefty to thrive by fairer methods? Itis no bu-
finefs of yours to inquire, who is at the head of
armies, or of councils, unlefs you had power and
ikill to chufe, neither of which is ever like to be
your cafe+ and therefore to fill your heads with
fears and hatred of perfons and things of which it
is impoflible you can ever make a right judgement,
or to fet you at variance with your ncmhbouz be-

caufe his thouvh*s are not the fame as yours, is not
only in a very grofs manner to cheat you of your
time and quiet, but likewife to endanger your
{ouls,

Secondly, In order to reftore brotherly love, let
me earneftly exhort you to ftand firm in your reli-
gion, I mean the true religion hitherto eftablithed
among us; without varying in the leaft, either to
Popery on the one fide, or to Fanaticifm on the o-
ther: and in a particular manner beware of that
word, moderation ; and believe it, that your neigh-
bour is not 11 nmediately a \111’1111, a Papift, 'md a
traitor, becaufe the Fanatics and their adherents
will not allow him to be a moderate man. Nay,
it is very probable, that your teacher himfelf may
be a loyal, pious, and able divine, without the
leaft grain of moderation, as the word is too fre-
quently underftood. Therefore, to fet you right
in this matter, I will lay before you the charater
of a truly moderate man ; and then I will give you
the defcription of fuch an one who falfely pretend-
eth to that title,

A man truly moderate is fteady in the do&rine
and difcipline of the church, but with a due Churi-
ftian char;ty to all who diffent from it out of a

F 2 principle
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rinciple of confcience; the freedom of which, he
thinketh, ought to be fully allowed, as long as it
is not abufed ; but never trufted with power. He
is ready to defend with his life and fortune the Pro-
eeftant {ucceffion, and the Proteftant eftablithed
faith, againft all invaders whatfoever. He is for
giving the crown its juft prerogative, and the peo-

le their juft liberties. He hateth no man for dif-
?ering from him in political opinions ; nor doth he
think it a maxim infallible, That virtue fhould al-
ways attend upon favour, and vice upon difgrace.
Thefe are fome few lineaments in the charalter of 2
truly moderate man. Let us now compare it with
the defcription of one who ufually pafleth under
that title.

A moderate man, in the new meaning of the
word, is one to whom all religion 1is indifferent ;
who, although he denominates himfelf of the
church, regardeth it no more than a conventicle.
He pcrpetually raileth at the body of the clergy,
with exceptions only to a very few, who he hopeth,
and probably upon falfe grounds, are as ready to
betray their rights and properties as himfelf. He
thinks the power of the people can never be too
great, nor that of the prince toolittle; and yet this
very notion he publifheth, as his beft argument to
prove him 2 moft loyal fubject. Every opinion in
government that differeth in the leait from his,
tends direétly to Popery, {lavery, and rebellion.
Whoever lieth under the frown of power, can in
his judgement neither have common {enfe, common
honefty, nor religion. Laitly, his devotion con-
Gfteth in drinking gibbets, confufion, and damna-
tion ; in profanely idolizing the memory of one
dead prince, and ungratcfully trampling upon the
afhes of another. :

By thefe marks you will eafily diftinguifh a truly
moderate man from thofe who are commonly, but
very falfely, fo called : and while perfons thus qga-
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lified are fo numerous and fo noify, fo full of zeal
and induftry to gain profelytes, and {pread their o-
pinions among the people, it cannot be wondered
that there fhould be {o little brotherly love left a-
mong us.

Lajtly, It would probably contribute to reftore
fome degree of brotherly love, if we would but con-
{ider, thatthe matter of thofe difputes which inflame
us to this degree, doth not in its own nature at all
concern the generality of mankind, Indeed, as to
thofe who have been great gainers or lofers by the
changes of the world, the cafe is different ; and to
preach moderation to the firft, and patience to the
laft, would perhaps be to little purpofe. But what
is that to the bulk of the people, who are not
properly concerned in the quarrel, although evil
inftruments have drawn them into it ? For if the
reafonable men on both fides were to confer opi-
nions, they would find neither religion, -loyalty,
nor intereft, areat all affeted in this difpute. Not
religion, becaufe the members of the church on
both fides profefs to agree in every article: not
loyalty to our prince ; which is pretended to by one
party as much as the other, and therefore can be
no {ubjet for debate: not intereft, for trade and
induftry lie open to all ; and, what is further, con-
cerneth only thofe who have expedtations from the
public. -So that the body of the people, if they
knew their own good, might yet live amicably to-
gether, and leave their betters to quarrel among
themfelves, who might alfo probably foon come to
a better temper, if they were lefs feconded and f{up-
ported by the poor deluded multitude.

I have now done with my text ; which I confefs
to have treated in a2 manner more fuited to the pre-
fent times, than to the nature of the fubjeét in ge-
neral. That I have not been more particular in ex-
plaining the feveral parts and properties of this
great duty of brotherly love, the apoftle to the

Theffalgnians
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Theflalonians will plead my excufe. ¢¢ Touching
« hrotherly love,” (faith he), ¢ ye need not that
« T write unto you; for ye yourfelves arc taught
¢ of God to love one another.” So that nothing
remains to add, but our prayers to God, that he
would pleafe to reftore and continue this great duty
of brotherly love or charity among us, the very
bond of peace and of all virtues.

Nov,20. 1717,

G AR B e V.

The difficulty of knowing one’s felf *.

2 Kings viii. 13, part of it.

And Hazael faid, But what, is thy fervant a dog
that he fbould do this great thing ? :

WE have a very fignal inftance of the deceitful-
nefs of the heart reprefented to us in the per-
fon of Hazael; who was fent to the prophet Elitha,

# The manufcript title-page of the following fermon being loft,
and no memorandums writ upon it, as there were upon the others,
when and where it was preached, made the editor doubtful whether
he fhould print it as the Dean’s or not. But its being found amongft
the fame papers ; and the hand, although writ fomewhat better, ha-
ving a great fimilitude to the Dean’s, made him willing to lay it be-
fore the public; that they might judge whether the ftyle and man-
ner alfe do not render it ftill more pr bable to be his. Dublin edition,
I fhall take no notice of this {fermon, as it is evidently not com-
pofed by the Dean, Orrerys g

to
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to inquire of the Lord, concerning his mafter the
King of Syria’s recovery. For the man of God
having told him that the king might recover from
the diforder he was then labouring under, began to
fet and faften his countenance upon him of a fud-
den, and to break out into the moft violent expref-
fions of forrow, and a deep concern for it: where-
upon, when Hazael, full of thame and confufion,
afled, < Why weepeth my lord ?” he anfiwered,
¢ Becaufe I know the evil that thou wilt do unto
“ the children of Ifrael: Their firong holds wilt
“ thou feton fire, and their young men wilt thou
¢¢ {laywith the fword, and wilt dath their children,
“ and rip up their women with child.” Thus
much did the man of God fay and know of him,
by a light darted into his mind from heaven. But
Hazael, not knowing himfelf fo well as the other
did, was ftartled and amazed at the relation, and
would not believe it poflible, that a manof his tem-
per could ever run out into fuch enormous inftan-
ces of cruelty and inhumanity: “ What,” fays he,
““ is thy fervant a dog, that he fhould do this great
““ thing?”

And yet, for all this, it is highly probable, that
he was then that very man he could not imagine
himfelf to be: for we find him, on the VEry next
day after his return, in a very treacherous and dif-
loyal manner, murdering his own mafter, and 1.
furping his kingdom ; which was but a prologue to
the fad tragedy which he afterwards ated upon the
people of Ifrael,

And now the cafe is but very little better with
moft men, than it was with Hazael. However it
cometh to pafs, they are wonderfully unacquainted
with their own temper and difpofition, and know
very little of what paffeth within them: for of fo
many proud, ambitious, revengeful, envying, and
ill-natured perfons that are in the world, where is
there one of them, who, although he hath all the

iymptoms
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fymptoms of the vice appearing upon cvery occa-
fion, can look tith fuch an impartial eye upon
himfelf, as to believe that the imputation thrown
wpon him is not altogether groundlefs and unfair ?
who, if he were told, by men of a difcerning fpi-
rit and a ftrong conjecture, of all the evil and ab-
furd things which that falfe heart of his would at
one tithe or other betray him into, would not be-
lieve as little, and wonder as much, as Hazael did
before him ? Thus, for inftance, tell an angry per-
fon, that he is weak and impotent, and of no con-
fiftency of mind; tell him, that fuch or fuch alit-
tle accident, which he may then defpife, and think
much below a paflion, {hall hereafter make him
fay and do feveral abfurd, indifcreet, and mifbe-
coming things : he may perhaps own, that he hath
a {pirit of refentment within him, that will not let
him be impofed on 5 but he fondly imagines, that
he car lay a becoming reftraint upon it when he
pleafes, although it is ever running away with him
into fome indecency or other.

Therefore, to bring down the words of my text
to our prefent occafion, I thall endeavour, ina fur-
ther profecution of them, to evince the great ne-
ceffity of a nice and curious infpection into the fe-
veral recefles of the heart; that being the fureft
and the thorteft method that a wicked man can
take to reform himfelf. For let us but ftop the
fountain, and the ftreams will fpend and wafte
themfelves away in a very little time: but if we go
about, like children, to raife a bank, and to ftop
the cutrent, not taking notice all the while of the
i{’{xring which continually feedeth it ; when thenext

00d of a temptation rifeth, and breaketh in upon
it, then we fhall find, that we have begun at the
wrong end of our duty, and that we are very little
more the better for it, than if we had fat ftill, and
made no advances at all.

But,
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But, in order to a clearer explanation of the
point, I thall {peak to thefe following particulars,

1. By endeavouring to prove, from particular
inftances, that man is generally the moit ignorant
creature in the world of himfelf.

2. By inquiring into the grounds and reafons of
this ignorance.

3. And laftly, by propofing feveral advantages
that do moft afluredly attend a due improvement i
the knowledge of ourfelves.

1. Firft then, To prove that man is generally the
moft ignorant creature in the world cf himfelf :

To purfue the heart of man through all the in-
ftances of life, in all its {everal windings and turn-
ings, and under that infinite variety of fhapes and
appearances which it putteth on, would be a diffi-
cult and almoft impoflible undertaking : {o that I
thall copfine myfelf to fuch as have a nearer refe-
rence to the prefent occafion, and do, upon a clo-
{er view, fhew them{clves throngh the whole bufi-
nefs of repentance, For we all know what it is to
repent ; but whether he repenteth him truly ef his
fins or not, who can know it ?

Now, the great duty of repentance is chiefly made
up of thefe two parts; a hearty forrow for the fol-
lies and mifcarriages of the time paft, and a full
purpofe and refolution of amendment for the timg
to come. And now, to thew the falfenefs of the
heart in both thefe parts of repentance. And,

Firft, As to ahearty {forrow for the fins and rm{'
riages of the time paft : Is there a more ufual thing
than for a man to impofe upon himfelf, by putting
on a grave and demure countenance, by cafting a
fevete look into his paft conduct, and makingfome
few pious and devout refletions upon it, and then
t0 believe that he hath repented to anexcellent pur-
pofe, without ever letting it ftep forth into practice,
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and fhew itfelf in a holy converfation? Nay, fome
perfons do carry the deceit a little higher; who, if
they can but bring themfclves to weep for their
fins, aré then full of an ill-grounded confidence
and fecurity ; never confidering, that all this may

rove to be no more than the very garb and out-
ward drefs of a contrite heart, which another
heart, as hard as the nether millftone, may as well
put on. For tears and fighs, however in fome
perfons they may be decent and commendable ex-
preflions of a godly forrow, are neither neceflary,
nor infallible figns of a true and unfeigned repent-
ance : not neceflary, becaufe fometimes, and in
fome perfons, the inward grief and anguifh of the
mind may be too big to be exprefled by fo little a
thing as a tear ; and then it turneth its edge in-
wards upon the mind ; and, like thofe wounds of
the body which bleed inwardly, it generally proves
the moft fatal and dangerous to the whole body of
fin: not infallible, becaufe a very fmall portion of
forrow may make fome tender difpofitions melt, and
break out into tears; or a man may pearhaps weep
at parting with his fins, as he would to bid the laft
farewell to an old friend, that he was {ure never to
{ee again.

But there is ftill 2 more pleafant cheat in this af-
fair, that when we find 2 deadnefs, and a fltrange
kind of unaptnefs and indifpofition to all impref-
fions of religion, and that we cannot be as truly
forry for our fins as we fhould be, we then pre-
tend to be forry that we are not more forry for
them ; which is not lefs abfurd and irrational, than
that 2 man fhould pretend to be very angry at a
thing ; becaufe he did not know how to be angry
at all.

But after all, what is wanting in this part of re-
pentance, we expect to make it up in the next; and
to that purpofe we put on a refolution of amend-
ment, which we take to be as firm as a houfe built

upon
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upon a rock ; fo that let the floods arife, and the
winds blow, and the {ftreams beat vehemently upon
it, nothing fhall fhake it into ruin and diforder.
We doubt not, upon the ftrength of this refolve,
to ftand faft and unmoved amidft the ftorm of a
temptation ; and do firmly believe, at the time we
‘make it, that nothing in the world will ever be able
to make us commit thofe {ins over again, whichwe
have fo firmly refolved againtt.

Thus many a time have we come to the facra-
ment of the Lord’s fupper, with a full purpofe of
amendment, and with as full a perfuafion of put-
ting that fame purpofe into practice; and yet have
we not all as often broke that good purpofe, and
falfified that fame perfuafion, by ftarting afide, like
a broken bow, into thofe very fins which we then
{o folemnly and fo confidently declared againft ?

Whereas, had but any other perfon entered with
us into a vow fo folemn, that he had taken the
holy facrament upon it, I believe had be but once
deceived us by breaking in upon the vow, we thould
hardly ever after be prevailed upon to truft that
man again, although we ftill continue to truft our
own hearts, againft reafon and againft experience.

This indeed is a dangerous deceit enough ; and
will of courfe betray all thofe well-meaning perfons
into {fin and folly, who are apt to take religion for
a much eafier thing than it is. But this is not the
only miftake we are apt to run into : we do not on-
ly think {fometimes that we can do more than we
can do, but fometimes that we are incapable of do-

ing lefs: An error of another kind indeed, but

not lefs dangerous, arifing from a diffidence and
falfe humility : for how much a wicked man can
do in the bufinefs of religion, if he would do his
beit, is very often more than he can tell.

‘Thus nothing is more common, than to fee a
wicked man running headlong into fin and folly, a-
gainft his reafon, againft his religion, and againft

G2 his
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fyis God. Tell him, that what heis going to do will
be an infinite difparagement to his underftanding;
which at another time he fetteth no fmall value
upon ; tell him, that it will blacken his reputation,
which he had rather die for than lofe; tell him,
that the pleafure of the fin is fhort and tranfient,
and leaveth a vexatious kind of fting behind it,
whith will very hardly be drawn forth ; tell him,
that this is on¢ of thofe things for which God will
moft {urely bring him to judgment, which he pre-
tendeth to believe with a full affurance and perfua-
fion: And yet, for all this, he fhutteth his eyes
againft all conviction, and rufheth into the fin, like
a_horfe into the battle ; as if he had nothing left
to do; but, like a filly child, to wink hard, and to
think to efcape a certain and an infinite mifchief,
only by endeavouring not to fee it.

And now to thew that the heart hath given in a
falfe report of the temptation, we may learn from
this, that the fame weak man would refift and ma-
fter the fame powerful temptation, npon confidera-
tions of infinitely lefs value than thofe which reli-

.

gion offereth, nay, fuch vile confiderations, that the
arace of God cannot, witheut blafphemy, be fup-
pofed to add any manner of force and efficacy to
them. Thus, for inftance, it would be an hard
matter to drefs up a fin in fuch foft and tempting
circumftances, that atruly covetous man would not
refift for a confiderable fum of money; when nei-
ther the hopes of heaven nor the fears of hell
could make an impreflion upon him before. But
can any thing be a furerindication of the decitful-
nefs of the heart, than thus to {hew more courage,
refolution, and aéivity, inan ill caufe, than it doth
in a good one ? and to exert itfelf to better pur-
pofe, when it is to ferve its own pride, or luft, or
revenge, or any other paffion, than when it is to
ferve God upon the motives of the gofpel, and up-
on all the arguments that have ever been made u:§
Q
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of to bring men over to religion and a good life ?
And thus having thewn that a man is wonderfully
apt to deceive and impofe upon himfelf, in pafling
through the feveral ftages of that great duty,
repentance, I proceed now, in the

II. Secondplace, to inquire into the grounds and
reafons of this ignorance, and to fhew whence it
cometh to pafs; thata man, the only creature in the
world that can refleét and look into himfelf, {hould
know {o litle of what paffeth within him, and be fo
very much unacquainted even with the ftanding
difpofitions and complexion of his own heart,
The prime reafon of it is, becaufe we {o very fel-
dom converfe with ourfelves, and take f{o little no-
tice of what paffeth within us. For a man can no
more know his own heart than he can know his
own face, any other way than by refleftion : He
may as well tell over every feature of the fmaller
portions of his face without the help of alooking-
glafs, as he can tell all the inward bents and ten:
dencies of the f{oul, thofe ftanding features
and lineaments of the inward man, and know all
thie various changes that this is liable to, from
cuftom, from pafiion, and from opinion, without
a very frequent ufe of looking within himfelf.

For our paffion and inclinations are not always
upon the wing, and always moving towards their
refpetive objets; but retire now and then into the
more dark and hidden recefics of the heart, where
they lie concealed for a while, until a frefh occa-
fion calls them forth again ; {o that not every
tranfient, oblique glance upon the mind, can bring
a man into a through knowlege of all its firengths
and weaknefles; far a man may fometimes turn the
eye of the mind inward upon itfelf, as he may be-
hold his natural face in a glafs, and go away; and
ftraight forget what manner of man he was, But
a man mauft rather fit down, and unravel every

ation
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action of the paft day into all its circumftances and
particularities, and obferve how every little thing
moved and affeéted him, and what manner of im-
preflion it made upon his heart : "T'his done with
that frequency and carefulnefs which the impor-
tance of the duty doth require, would in a fhort
time bring him into a near and intimate acquaint-
ance with himfelf.

But when men, inftead of this, do pafs away
months and years in a perfeét flumber of the mind
without once awaking it, it is no wonder they
thould be fo very ignorant of themielves, and know
very little more of what paffeth within them than
the very beafts which perith, But here it may not
be amifs to inquire into the reafons why moft men
have {o little converfation with themielves.

And, 1/, Becaufe this reflefiion is 2 work and
labour of the mind, and cannot be performed with-
out fome pain and difficulty, TFor, before a man
can refleét upon himfelf, and look into his heart
with a fteady eye, he muft contrat his fight, and
colleét all his {cattered and roving thoughts into
fome order and compafs, that he may be able to
take a clear and diftinét view of them ; he muft
retire from the world for a while, and be unatten-
tive to all impreflions of fenfe; And how hard
and painful a thing muft it needs be to 2 man of
paflion and infirmity, amidft fuch a crowd of ob-
je&ts that are continually firiking upon the {enfe,
and foliciting the affetions, not to be moved and
interrupted by one or other of them ! But,

2dly, Another reafon why we fo feldom convere
with ourfelves, is, becaufe the bufinefs of the world
taketh up all our time, and leaveth us no portion
of it to {pend upon this great work and labour of
the mind., Thus twelve or fourteen years pafs 4-
way before we can well difcern good from evil;
and of the reft fo much goeth away in {leep, fo
much in the ordinary bufinefs of life, and {fo much

in
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m the proper bufinefs of our callings, that we have
none to lay out upon the more ferious and religious
employments. Every man’s life is an imperfect fort
of a circle,which he repeateth and runneth over
every day; he hath a fet of thoughts, defires, and
inclinations, which return upon him in their pro-
per time and order, and will very hardly be laid a-
fide to make room for any thing new and uncom-
mon : So that call upon him when you pleafe, to
fet about the ftudy of his own heart, and you are
fure to find him pre-engaged ; either he hath fome
bufinefs to do, or fome diverfion to take, {fome ac-
quaintance that he muft vifit, or fome company
that he muft entertain, or fome crofs accident hath
put him out of humour, and unfitted him for fuch
a grave employment. And thus it comes to pafs,
that 2 man can never find leifure to look into him-
felf, becaufe he doth not fet apart fome portion of
the day for that very purpofe, but foolifhly defer-
reth it from one day to another, until his glafs is
almoft run out, and he s called upon to give a mi-
ferable account of himfelf in the other world.

But,
3dly, Another reafon why a man doth not more
frequently conver{e with himftlf, is, becaufe fuch
a converfation with his own heart may difcover
fome vice or fome infirmity lurking within him,
which he is very unwilling to believe himfelf guilty
of. For can there be a more ungrateful thing to a
man, than to find, that, upon anearer view, he is
not that perfon he took himfelf tobe? that he hath
neither the courage, nor the honefty, nor the pie-
ty, nor the humility, that he dreamed he had?
that a very little pain, for inftance, putteth him out
of patience, and as little pleafure fofteneth and
difarmeth him into eafe and wantonnefs? that
he hath been at more pains, and labour, and
¢oft, to be revenged of an enemy, than to oblige
the
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the beft friend he hath in theworld ? that he can»
not bring himfelf to fay his prayers without a great
deal of reluctancy ; and when he doth fay them,
the {pirit and fervour of devotion evaporate in a
very fhort time, and he can {carcely hold out 2
prayer of ten lines, without a number of idle and
jmpertinent, if not vain and wicked thoughts com-
ing into his head? Thefe are very unwelcome dif-
coveries that a man may make of himfelf ; {o that
it is no wonder that every one who is already flufh-
ed with a goad opinion of himfelf, thould rather
ftudy how to run away from it, than how to con-
verfe with hig own heart,

But further, if a man were hoth able and wil-
ling to retjre into his own heart, and to fet apart
{fome portion of the day for that very purpofe; yet
heis {til]l difabled from pafling a fair and impartial
judgment upon himfelf, by feveral difficulties, a-
rifing partly from prejudice and prepofieflion,
partly from the lower appetites and inclinations,
And,

1/f, That the bufinefs of prepofleflion may lead
and betray a man into a falfgjudgment of his own
heart. For we may obferve, that the firft opinion
we take up of any thing, or of any perfon, doth
%enerally ftick clofe to us; the nature of the mind

eing fuch, that it cannot but defire, and confe-
quently endeavour. to have fome certain prin-
ciples to go upon, fomething fixed and immove-
able, whereon it may reft and fupport itfelf.
‘And hence it cometh to pafs, that {ome perfons
are with fo much difficulty brought to think well of
4 man they have once entertained an ill opinion of;
and, perhaps, that too for a very abfiird and un-
warrantable reafon, But how much more difficule
then muft it be, for a man who taketh up 2 fond
opinion of his own heart, long before he hath ei-
ther years or {enfe enough to underftand it, either
to be perfuaded out of it by himfelf, whom he

lovesh
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loveth fo well ; or, by another, whofe intereft or
diverfion it may be to make him afhamed of him-
felf 7 Then,

2dly, As to the diffictlties arifing from the in-
ferior appetites and inclinations, let any man look
into his own heart, and obferve in how different
a light, and under what ditferent complexions, any
two fins, of equal turpitude and malignity, do ap-
pear to him, if he hath but a {trong inclination to
the one, and none at all to the other. 'That which
he hath an inclination to, is always drefled up in
all the falfe beauty that a fond and bufy imagina-
tion can give it; the other appeareth naked and
deformed, and in all the true cirnmftances of folly
and difhonour. Thus, ftealing is a vice that
few gentlemen are inclined to; and they jufily
think it below the dignity of a man, to ﬂoop to {o
bafe and low a fin: But no principle of honour,
no workings of the mind and conicience, not tbe
ftill voice of mercy, not the dreadful call of judg-
ment, nor any confiderations whatever, can put a
ftop to that violence and oppreflion, that pride and
ambition, that 1€vellmg and wantonnefs, whxch
we every day we meet with in the world. Nay,
is eafy to obferve very different thoughts in a mzn,
of the fin that he is moft fond of, according to the
different ebbs and flows of his inclination to it.
For as foon as the appetite is alarmed, and feizeth
upon the heart; a littde cloud gathereth about the
Lead, and fpreadeth a kind of darknefs over the
face of the foul, whereby it is hindered from
taking a clear and diftin¢t view of things : But no
fooner is the appetite tired and fatiated, but the
fame cloud paffeth away like a fhadow, and a new
light {pringing up in the mind ofa fudden, the
man feeth much more, both of the folly and of
the danger of the {in, than he did before.

And thus having dene with the feveral reafons,
why man, the only creature in the world that can
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refle and look into himfelf, is fo very ignorant of
what paffeth within him, and {o much unacquaint-
cd with the ftanding difpofitions and complexions
of his own heart : I proceed now, in the

I, 'Third and laft place, to lay down feveral
advantages, that do moft affuredly attend a due im-
provement in the knowledge of ourfelves. And,

1. One great advantage is, that it tendeth very
much to mortify and humble a2 man into a modelt
and low opinion of himf{elf. For let a man take
nice and curious infpeftion into all the {everal re-
aions of the heart, and obferve every thing irregu-
L and amifs within him ; for inftance, how nar-
row and. fhort-fighted a thing is the underftanding !
upon how litde reafon do we take up an opinion,
and upon how much lefs fometimes do we lay it
down again! how weak and falfe ground do we
often walk upon, with the biggeit confidence and
affurance ; and, how tremulous and doubtful we
are very often, where no doubt is to be made!
again, how wild and impertinent, how bufy and
incoherent a thing is the imagination, even in the
beft and wifeft men ; infomuch that every man
may be faid to be mad, but every man doth not
{hew it ! Then, as to the paffions, how noify, how
turbulent,and how tumultuous are they ! how eafily
are they ftirred and fet a-going; how eager and hot
in the purfuitr, and what ftrange diforder and con-
fufion do they throw a man into,fo that he can nei-
ther think, nor fpeak, nor act, as he {hould do,
while he is under the dominion of any of them.

Thus, let every man look with a {evere and im-
partial eye into all the diftinét regions of the heart;
and. no doubt, feveral deformities and irregulari-
ties that he never thought of, will open and dif-.
clofe themfclves upon fo near a view ; and rather,
make the man athamed of himfelf, than proud.

2. A-
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2. A due improvement in the knowlege of our-
felves, doth certainly fecure us from the {ly and in-
finuating affaunlts of flattery. There is not in the
world a bafer, and more hateful thing, than flattery
It proceedeth from fomuch falfenefs and infincerity
in the man that giveth it, and often difcovereth fo
much weaknefs and folly in the man that taketh it,
that it is hard to tell which of the two is moit to be
blamed. Every man of common fenfe can demon-
ftrate In fpeculatlon and may be fully convinced,
that all the praifes and commendations of the w han
world can add ro more to the real and intrinfic va-
lue of a man, than they can add to his ftature.
And yet, for all this, men of the beft fenfe and
piety when they come down to the pradtice, cannot
forbear thinking much better of themfelves, when
they have the good fortune to be {poken well of by
other perfons.

But the meaning of this abfurd proceeding feem-
eth to be no other than this; There are few men
that have fo intimate an acquamtance with their
own hearts, asto know their own real worth, and
how to fet a juft rate upon themielves; and there-
fore they do not know, but that he who praifes them
moft, may be moftin the rightefit. Fer, nodoubt
if 2 man were ignorant of the true value of a thing
he loved as well as himfelf, he would meafure the
worth of it according to the efteem of him who bid-
deth moft for it, rather than of him that biddeth lefs,

Therefore the moft infalliable way to difintangle
a man from the fnares of flattery, is, to confult and
ftudy his own heart; for whoever does that well,
will hardly be {o abfurd, as to take another man’s
word, before his own {enfe and experience.

3. Anotheradvantage from this kind of ftudy,
is this, that it teacheth a man how to behave him-
{elf patiently, when he has the ill fortune to be cen-
fured and abufed by other people. For a man who
1s thoroughly acquainted with his own heart, doth
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already know much mareevil of himfelf than any
body elfe can tell him; and when any one {peak-
eth ill of him, he rather thanketh God, that he
can {ay no worfe. For could his enemy but look
into the dark and hidden recefles of the heart,
he confidereth what a number of impure thoughts
he might there fee brooding and hovering like a
dark cloud upon the face of the foul; that there
he might take a profpect of the fancy, and view it
ating over the feveral {cenes of pride, of ambition,
of envy, of luft, and revenge; that there he might
tell how often a vitious inclination hath been re-
ftrained, for no other reafon, but juft to {ave the
man’s credit or intereft in the world ; and how many

unbecoming ingredients have entered into the com-

pofition of his beft actions. And now, what man
in the whole world would be able to bear {o fevere
a teft, to have every thought and inward motion of
the heart laid open and expofed to the view of his
enemies ! But,

4. and laftly, Another advantage of this kind is,
that it maketh men lefs fevere upon other people’s
faults, and lefs bufy and induftrious in fpreading
them. For a man employed at home, infpecting
into his own failings, hath not leifure enough ta
take notice of every little {pot and blemifh that
lieth {cattered upon others : or, if he cannot efcape
the fight of them, he always pafies the moft cafy
and favourable conftruction upon them. Thus,
for inftance, does the ill he knoweth of a man pro-
ceed  from an unhappy temper and conftitu-
tion of body ? He then confidercth with himfelf,
how hard a thing it is, not to be borne down with
the current of the blood and {pirits ; and accord-
ingly layeth fome part of the blame upon the weak-
nels of human nature; for he hath felt the force
and rapidity of it within his own breaft; though,
perhaps, in another inftance, he remembereth
how it rageth and {welleth by oppofition ; and

though




Ser.5  KNOWING ONE’s SELT., 61

though it may be reftrained, or diverted for a
while, yet it can hardly ever be totally fubdued,

Or, hath the man finned out of cuftom ? he
then, from his own experience, traceth a habit
into the very firft rife and imperfect beginnings of
it; and can tell, by how {flow and infenfible
advances it creepeth upon the heart; how it
worketh itfelf by degrees into the very frame and
texture of it, and fo pafleth into a fecond nature ;
and confequently he hath a juft fenfe of the great
difficulty for him to learn to do good, who hath
been long accuftomed to do evil,

Or, laftly, hath a falfe opinion etrayed him
into a fin? he then calleth to mind what wron
apprehenfions he hath had of fome things himfelf;
how many opinions that he once made no doubt
of, he hath, upen a firiter examination, found
to be doubtful and uncertain ; how many more tQ
be unreafonable and abfurd, He knoweth further,
that there are a great many more opinions that he
hath never yet examined ‘into at all, and which,
however, he ftill believeth, for no other reafon,
but becaufe he hath believed them fo long already
without a reafon. Thus, upon every occafion, a
nan intimately acquainted with himfelf, confulteth
his own heart, and maketh every man’s cafe to be
his own, (and fo puts the moft favourable inter-
pretation upon it)  Let every man therefore look
into his own heart, before he beginneth to abufe
the reputation of another, and then he will hardly
be fo abfurd, as to throw a dart that will {o cer-
tainly rebound, and wound himfelf, And thus,
through the whole courfe of his converfation, let
him keepan eye upon that one great and compre-
henfive rule of Chriftian duty, on which hangeth
not only the law and the prophets, but the very
life and fpirit of the gofpel too : Whatfeever ye
would that men fhould do unto youy do ye even fo

unle
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anto them. Which rule that we may all duly ob-
ferve, by throwing afide all fcandal and detraction,
all {pite and rancour, all rudenels and contempt, all
rage and violence, and whatever tendeth to make
converfation and commerce either uneafy or
troublefome, may the God of peace grant, for Je-
{us Chrift’s fake, &rc.

~ Confider what has been faid, and the Lord give
you a right underftanding in all things. To whom,
with the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, be all honour,
and glory, now and for ever,

o)
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A PROPOSAL"humny offered to the Par-
LIAMENT, for the more efeGtual prevent-
ing the further growth of PorERrvy.

With the defcription and ufe of the EccLEsIasT3-
cAL THERMOMETER.

Very proper for all families,

Infani fanus nomen feraf, aquus inigus,
Ultra quam fat:s ¢ft, virtutem fi petat ipfun.
OR.

HA.\fing, with great forrow of heart, obferv-

ed the increafe of Popery among us of late
years, and how ineffectual the penal laws and
ftatutes of this realm have been, for near forty
years laft paft, towards reclaiming that blind and
deluded people from their errors, notwithftanding
the good intentions of the legiflators, and the pious
and unwearied labours of the many learned divines
of the eftablithed church, who have preached to
them without ceafing, although hitherto without
fuccefs :

Having alfo remarked, in his Grace’s {peech to
both houfes of parliament, moft kind offers of his
Grace’s good offices, towards obtaining fuch fur-
ther laws as fhall be thought neceflary towards
bringing home the faid wandering fheep into the
fold of the church ; as alfo a good difpofition in
the parliament to join in the leudable work, towards
which every good Proteftant ought to contribute
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at leaft bis advice: 1 think it a proper time to lay
before the public a fcheme which was writ fome
years fince, and laid by to be ready on a fit occa-
cafion.

That whereas the feveral penal laws and ftatutes
now in being againft Papifts, have been found in-
effeftual, and rather tend to confirm than reclaim
men from their errors, as, calling a man coward;
is a ready way to make him fight; it is humbly
propofed,

{. That the faid penal laws and ftatutes againft
Papifts, except the law of Gawvelkind, and that which
difqualifies them for places, be repealed, abrogated;
annulled, deftroyed, and obliterated, to all intents
and purpofes.

II. That, in room of the faid penal laws and
ftatutes, all ecclefiaftical jurifdiétion be taken from
out of the hands of the clergy of the eftablifhed
church, and the fame be vefted in the feveral Po-
pith archbifhops, bifhops, deans, and archdeacons;
neverthelefs {o as fuch jurifdiction be exercifed over
perfons of the Popifh religion only.

11I. Thata Popifh prieft fhall be fettled by law in
each and every parith in Ireland.

IV. That the faid Popith prieft fhall, on taking
the oath of allegiance to his Majefty, be intitled to
a tenth part or tithe of all things tithable in Tre
land, belonging to the Papiits within their refpec-
tive parifhies ; yet fo as fuch grant of tithes to fuch
Popifh priefts, thall not be conftrued, in law or e-
quity, to hinder the Proteftant clergyman of {uch
parifh from receiving and colle&ting his tithes, in
Jike manner as he does at prefent,

V. That, in cafe of detention or fubtradtion of
tithes by any Papift, the parifh-prieft do have his
remedy at law, In any of his Majefty’s courts, in
the fame manner as now prafiifed by the clergy of the
eftablifbed church; together with all other ecclefiaf-
tical dues. And, for their further difcovery, to

VEX
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vex their people at law, it might not be amifs to
oblige the Solicitor-General, or fome other able
King’s counfel, to give his advice or affiftance to
to fuch priefts gratis, for which he might receive
a {alary out of the barrack-fund, military contingen-
cies, or csncordatum ; having obferved the exceed-
ings there better paid than of the army, or any
other branch of the eftablithment; and I would
have no delay in payment in a matter of this im-
: portance,

‘ VI. That the archbithops and bithops have power
' to vifit the inferior clergy, and to extort proxies
exhibits, and all other perquifites ufual in Popi/h
. and Proteflant countries.

| VII. That the convocation having been found,
; by long experience, to be hurtful to true religion,
be for ever hereafter abolithed among Proteft-
ants,

VIII. That, in the room thereof, the Popifh
archbithops, bithops, priefts, deans, archdeacons,
, and proctors, have liberty to aflemble themfelves
in convocation, and be impowered to make fuch
canons as they fhall think proper for the govern-
i ment of the Papifts in Ireland.

IX. And, that the {ecular arm being neceflary to
inforce obedience to ecclefiaftical cenfure, the the-
riffs, conftables, and other officers, be command-
ed to execute the decrees and fentences of the faid
Popifh convocation, with fecrecy and difpatch; or,
in lieu thereof, they may be at liberty to erect an in-
quifition with proper officers of their own.

X That, as Papifts declare themfelves converts
to the eftablithed church, all fpiritual power over
them fhall ceafe.

XI. That as {foon as any whole parith fhall re-
nounce the popith religion, the Prieft of fuch pa-
rith fthall, for his good {ervices, have a penfion of
200 1. per annum {etiled on him for life, and that
he be, from fuch time, exempt from preaching and

L. 1. 1 pray-
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praying, and other duties of his fun&ion, in like
manner as Proteflant divines; with equal incomes,
are at prefent.

XII. That each bithop, fo foon as his diocefe
{hall become Proteftants, be called My Lord, and
have a penfion of two thoufand pounds per annum
during life.

X(II. That when a whole province {hall be re-
claimed, the archbithop {hall be called His Graceé,
and have a pention of three thoufand pounds per
annum, during life, and be admittcd a member of
his Majetty’s moft honourable privy council.

The good confequences of this fcheme (which
will execute itfelf without murmurings againft the
government) are very vifible. I fhall mention a
few of the mo#t obvious.

I. 'The giving the pricfta righit to the tithe would
produce law fuirs and wrangles; his Reverence,
being intitled to a certain income at all events, would
confider himfelf as a legal incumbent, and bebave
accordingly, and apply himfelf more to fleecing than
feeding his flock. His neceflary attendance on the
courts of juftice would leave his people withouta /pi=
ritual guide ; by which means proteftant curates, who
have no {uits about tithes, would be furnithed with
proper opportunities for making €ONVErts, which
is very much wanted. -

IT. The erefting a {pirmal jurifdiction amongft
them, would, in all probability, drive as many out
of that communion, as a due execution of fuch
jurifdiction hath hitherto drove from amongft our-
felves.

III. An inquifition would ftill be a further im-
provement, and mott certainly would expedite the
converfion of Papifts.

I know it may be objeéted to this {cheme, and
with fome thew of reafon, That, {hould the Popith
princes ahroad purfue the {ame methods, with re-
gard to their Proteftant fubjets, the Proteftant in-

: tereft
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tereft in Europe would thereby be confiderably
weakned. But, as we have no reafon to fufpect
Popith counfels will ever produce fo much modera-
tion, I think the objection ought to have but little
weight.

A due execution of this fcheme will foon pro-
duce many converts from Popery: neverthelefs, to
the end it may be known when they fhall be of the
true church, T have ordered a large parcel of eccle-
Gaftical or church thermometers to be made, one of
which is to be hung up in each parith church; the
defcription and ufe of which take as follows, in the
words of the ingenious I{aac Bickeritaff, Elq;

THE church-thermometer, which I am now to
treat of, is fuppofed to have been invented in
the reign of Henry VII. about the time when that
religious prince put {gme to death for gwning the
Pope’s fupremacy, and others for denying tranfub-
fantiation. I do not find, however, any great ule
made of this inftrument, till it fell into the hand
of a learned and vigilant prieft or minifter, (for he
frequently wrote him{elf both the one and the o-
ther), who was fome ume vicar of DBray. This
gentleman lived in his vicarage to a good old age;
and, after having feen feveral fucceflions of his
neighbouring clergy, either burnt or banithed, de-
parted this life with the {atisfaction of having ne-
ver deferted his flock, and died vicar of Dray.
As this glafs was firft defigned to calculate the dit-
ferent degrees of heat in religion, as it raged in
Popery, or as it cooled and grew temperate in the
reformation, it was marked at feveral diftances,
after the manner our ordinary thermometer 1s to
this day, viz. Extreme hot, Sultry hot, Very hot,
Hot, Warm, Temperate, Lold, Fuft freczing, Froji,

Hard froft, Great fr fl, Extreme cold.
It is well known, that Torricellius, the inventor
of the common weather-glafs, made the experi-
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ment of a long tube which held thirty-two feet of
wawr;andthatanunclnodmwninuoﬁ)ﬁndhu;ﬁmh
amachine altogether unwieldy and ufelefs, and con-
fidering that thirty-two inches of quickfilver weigh-
ed as much as fo many foot of water in a tube of
the fame circumference, invented that fizable in-
firument which is now in ufe. After this manner,
that I might adapt the thermometer I am now
{peaking of to the prefent conftitution of onr
church, as divided into Highand Low, I have made
fome neceflary variations, both in the tube, and the
fuid it contains, In the firft place, I ordered a
tube to be caft in a planctary hour, and took care
to feal it hermetically, when the {un was in con-
junétion with Saturn. I then teok the proper pre-
cautions about the fluid, which is a compound of
two different liquors ; one of them a {pirit drawn
out of a ftrong heady wine; the other a particular
fort of rock-water, colder than ice, and clearcr
than cryftal. The {pirit is of a red, fiery colour;
and fo very apt to ferment, that, unlefs it be min-
cled with a proportion of the water, or pent up
very clofe, it will burft the veflel that holds it, and
fly up in fume and {moke. The water, on the
contrary, is of fuch a fubtle, piercing cold, that
uniefs it be mingled with a proportion of the {pi-
rits, it will fink almoft through every thing it is put
into; and feems to be of the {fame nature as the
water mentioned by Quintus Curtius, which, fays
the hiftorian, could be contained in nothing but
the hoof, or (as the Oxford manufcript has it) the
fcull of an afs. The thermometer is marked ac-
cording to the following figure, which I fet down
at length, not only to give my reader a clear idea
of it, but alfo to fill up my paper,

Ignorance
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fgnorante.
Perfecution.
IWrath.

Zeal.
CHURCH.
Moderation,
Lukewarmne/s.
Infidelity.
Ignorance,

The reader will obferve, that the Church is
laced in the middle point of the glafs, between
Zeal and Moderation, the fituation in which fhe
always flourithes, and in which every good Eng-
lithman withes her, who is a friend to the con-
ftirution of his country. However, when it mounts
to Zeal, it is not amifs; and when it finks to As-
deration, it is ftill in admirable temper. The worft
of it is, that when once it begins to rife, it has ftiil
an inclination to afcend, infomuch that it is apt to
climb from Zeal to Wrath, and from Wrath to Per-
fecution, which often ends in Ignorance, and very
often proceeds from it. In the fame manner, it
frequently takes its progrefs through the lower
half of the glafs ; and, when it has a tendency to
fall, will gradually defcend from Moderation to
Lukewarmnefs, and from Luke varmnﬁ to Infidelity,
which very often terminates in Jgnorance, and al-

ways proceeds from it.
t is 2 common obfervation, that the ordinary

thermometer will be affected by the breathing of

pcople who are in the room where it ftands ; and
indeed it is almoft incredible to conceive, how the

glafs I am now defcribing will fall by the breath of

the multitude crymg Popery ; or, on the contrary,
how it will rife when ‘the fame multitude (as it
fometimes happens) cry out in the fame breath,

The church is in H:zrgfr
As foon as I had finithed this my glafs, and ad-
jufted
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jufted it to the above-mentioned feale of religion,
that [ might make proper experiments with it, 1
carried it under my cloak to {everal coffeehoufes,
and other places of refort, about this great city.
At St. James’s coftechoufe the liquor {tood at Mo-
deration; but at Will’s, to my extreme {urprife, it
{ubfided to the very Joweft mark of the glafs. At
the Grecian it mounted but juft one point higher 3
-+ the Rainbow it ftill afcended two degrees; Child’s
fetched it up to Zeal, and other adjacent coffee-
houfes to Wrath.

It fell in the lower half of the glafs, as I went
further into the city, till at length it fettled at HMo-
deration, where it continued all the time I {taid a-
bout the Change, as alfo whillt I pafled by the
Pank. And here I cangot but take notice, that,
through the whole courfe of my remarks, I never
obferved my glafs to rife at the fame time that the
ftocks did.

To complete the experiment, I prevailed upon 2
friend of mine, who works under me in the occule
fciences, to make a progrefs with my glafs through
the whole ifland of Great Britain; and after his
return, to prefent me with a regifter of his obfer-
vations. I guefled beforchand at the temper of fe-
veral places he pafled through, by the charadters
they have had, time out of mind. Thus, that fa-
cetious divine, Dr. Fuller, {peaking of the town
of Banbury, near a hundred years ago, tell us, it
was a place fampus for cakes and zeal; which I
find by my glals is trne to this day, as to the latter
part of his defeription though I muft confels, it
"< not in the fame reputation for cakes that it was
ia the time of that learned author ; and thus of
other places. In fhort, I have now by me, digeft-
ed In an a’tpha‘oetical order, all the counties, cor-
POrations, and baroughs in Great Britain, with
their refpective tempers, a§ they ftand related in
my thermometer.  But this I fhall keep to myfelf,

becaufe
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becdule I would by no means do any thing that may
{eem to influence any enfuing eletion.

The point of doftrine which I would propagate
by this my invention, is the {fame which was long
ago advanced by that able teacher Horace, out of
whom I have taken my text for this difcourfe, We
ihould be careful not to overfhoot ourfelves, in the
purfuits even of virtue: Whether Zeal or Mode-
deration be the point we aim dt, let us keep fire out
of the one; and froft out of the other; But, alas!
the world is too wife to want fuch a precaution.
The terms High-church and Low-church, as com-
monly ufed; do not fo much denote a principle, as
they diftinguifh a party. They are like words of
battle, that have nothing to do with their original
fignification, but are only given to keep out a body
of men together, and to let them know friends
from enemies,

I miuft confefs, I have confidered, with fome at-
tention, the influence which the opinions of thefe
great national feéts have upon their praétice; and
do look upon it as one of the unaccountable things
of our times; that multitudes of honeft gentlemen;
who entirely agree in their lives, fhould take it in
their heads to differ in their religion.

I fhall conclude this paper with an account of a
conference which happened betiveen a very excel-
lent divine (whofe doétrine was eafy, and formerly
much refpeéted) and a lawyer.

ND behold, a certain lawyer ftood up, 2nd
tempted him, faying, Mafter, what fhall I do
to inherit eternal life ?

He faid unto him, What is written in the law?
how readeft thou?

And he anfwering, faid, Thou fhalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
foul, and with all thy ftrength, and with all thy
mind; and thy neighbour as thy{elf,

And
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And he faid unto him, Thou haft anfwered right:
this do, and thou fhalt live.

But he, willing to juftify himfclf, faid unto Je-
fus, And who is my neighbour ?

And Jefus anfwering, faid, A certain man went
down from Jerufalem to Jericho, and fell among
thieves, which ftripped him of his raiment, and
wounded him, and departed, leaving bim half dead.

And by chance there came down a certain prieft

that way; and when he faw him he pafled by on

the other fide.

And likewife a Levite, when he was at the place,
came and looked on him, and paflcd by on the other
fide.

But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came
where he was: and when he {faw him, he had com=
paflion on him,

And went to him, and bound up his wounds,
pouring in oil and wine ; and fet him on his own
beaft, and brought him to an inn, and took care of
him.

And on the morrow, when he departed, he took
out two pence, and gave them to the hoft, and
{aid unto him, Take care of him ; and whatfoever
thou fpendeft more, when I come again, I will re-
pay thee.

Which now of thefe three, thinkeft thou, was
nighbour unto him that fell among the thieves ?

And he faid, He that fthewed mercy on him,
Then faid Jefus unto him, Go, and do thou like-
wife. ZLuke x. 25. to 38.

ADVER-




TOR PREVENTING POPERY. 3

ADVERTISEMEN T,

Here is now in the prefs a propofal for raifing
a fund towards paying the national debt by the
following means. The author would have com-
miflioners appointed to fearch all the public and
private libraries, bookfellersfhops and warehoufes,
in this kingdom, for fuch books as are of_no ufe
to the owner, or to the public, »iz. all comments
on the holy fcriptures, whether called {ermons,
creeds, bodies of divinity, tomecs of cafuiftry, vin-
dications, confutations, eflays, anfwers, replies,
rejoinders, or fur-rejoinders; together with all o-
ther learned treatifes and books of divinity of what
denomination or clafs foever : as alfo, all comments
on the laws of the land ; fuch as, reports, law-ca-
fes, decrees, guides for attorneys and young
clerks ; and, in fine, all the books now in being in
this kingdom, (whether of divinity, law, phyfic,
metaphyfics, logics; or politics), except the pure
text of the holy fcriptures, the naked text of the
laws, a few books of morality, poetry, mufic, ar-
chiteGture, agriculture, mathematics, merchandife,
and hiftory : the author would have the aforefaid
ufelefs books carried to the feveral paper-mills,
there to be wrought into white paper; which, to
prevent damage or complaints, he would have per-
formed by the commentators, Critics, popular
preachers, apothecaries, learned lawyers, attorneys,
{olicitors, logicians, phyficians, almanac-makers,
and others of the like wrong turn of rhind; the
faid paper to be fold, and the produce applied to
difcharge the national debt. 'What fhould remain
of the {aid debt unfatisfied, might be paid by a tax
on the falaries or eftates of bankers, common cheats,
ufurers, treafurers, imbezzlers of public money, gene-
ral officers, [harpers, penfioners, pick-pockets, &c.

Vou.Il. K The




The PREFACE prefixed to POPE’s and
SWIFT’s Mifcellanies, in four volumes
12mo, 1727,

HE papers that compofe the firft of thefe vo-
lumes were printed about eighteen years ago,
to which there are now added two or three fmall
tracts; and the verfes are transferred into the
fourth volume apart, with the addition of fuch o-
thers as we fince have written, 'Fhe fecond and
third will confift of {feveral fmall treatifes in profe,
in which a friend or twe is concerned with us.

Having both of us been extremely ill treated by
{fome bookfellers, efpecially one Edmund Curl, it
was our opinion, that the beft method we could
take for juftifying ourfelves, would be to publifh
whatever loofe papers, in profe and verfe, we have
formerly written ; not only fuch as have already
{tole into the world (very mueh to our regret, and
perhaps very little to our credit), but fuch as in
any probability hereafter may run the fame fate
having been obtained from us by the importunity,
and divulged by the indifcretion of friends, al-
though reftrained by promifes, which few of them
are ever known to obferve, and often think they
make us a compliment in breaking.

But the confequences have been ftill worfe : we
have been intitled, and have had our names prefix-
ed at length, to whole volumes of mean produc-
tions, equally offenfive to good manners and good
{fenfe, which we never faw nor heard of iill they
appeared in print,

For a forgery in fetting a falfe name to a writ.

ing,
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fng, which may prejudice another’s fortune, the
law punifhes the offender with the lofs of his ears ;
but has infli¢ted no adequate penalty for fuch as
prejudice another’s reputation in doing the fame
thing in print; though all and every individual
book, fo fold under a falfe name, are manifeftly
{o many {everal and maltiplied forgeries.

Indeed we hoped, that the good nature, or at
leaft the good judgement of the world, would bave
cleared us from the imputation of {fuch things, as
had been thus charged upon us by the malice of e-
nemies, the want of judgement in friends, the un-
concern of indifferent perfons, and the confident
aflertions of bookiellers.

We are athamed to find fo ill a tafte prevail, as
to make it a neceflary work to do this juftice to
ourfelves. It is very poffible for any author to
write below himf{=lf; either his fubjeét not proving
{o fruitful, or fitted for him, as he at firft imagin-
ed; or his health, or his humour, or the prefent
difpofition of his mind, unqualifying him at that
junéture : however, if he pofiefled any diftinguifh-
ing marks of ftyle, or peculiarity of thinking, there
would remain in his leaft fuccefsful writings fome
few tokens, whereby perfons of tafte might difco-
ver him.

But fince it hath otherwife fallen out, we think
we have fufficiently paid for our want of prudence,
and determine for the future to be lefs communica-
tive: or rather, having done with fuch amufe-
ments, we are refolved to give up what we cannot
fairly difown, to the {everity of critics, the malice
of perfonal enemies, and the indulgence of friends,

We are forry for the fatire interfperfed in fome
of thefe pieces upon a few people, from whom the
higheft provocations have been received, and
who, by their conduct fince, have {hewn, thatthey
have not yet forgiven us the wrong they did. It
is 2 very unlucky circumftance, to be obliged to

Kz retaliate
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retaliate the injuries of fuch authors, whofe works
are fo foon forgotten, that we are in danger alrca-
dy of appearing the firft aggreifors. It is to be la-
mented, that Virgil let pafs a line, which told po-
fterity he had two enemies, called Bavius and M=z-
vius., The wifeft way is not once to name them,
but (as the madman advifed the gentleman, who
told him he wore a {word to kill his enemies), #o
let them alone, and they would die of themfelves. And
according to this rule we have acted throughout
all thofe writings which we defigned for the prefs:
bur in thofe, the publication whereof was not owing
to our folly, but that of others, the omiffion of
the names was not in our power, At the worft we
can only give them that liberty now for fomething;
which they have fo many years exercifed for no-
thing, of railing and fcribbling againft us. And
it is fome commendation, that we have not done it
all this while, but avoided publicly to characterife
any perfon without long expericnce, Nonum pre-
matur in annum, is a good rule for all writers, but
chiefly for writers of characters; becaufe it may
happen to thofe who vent praife or cenfure too pre-
cipitately, as it did to an eminent Englith poet, who
celebrated a young nobleman for erecting Dryden’s
monument upon a promife, which his Lordihip
forgot, till it was done by another.

In regard to two perfons only we with our raille-
ry, though ever fo tender, or refentment, though
ever {o juft, had not been indulged. We {peak of
Sir John Vanbrugh, who was a man of wit, and of
honour; and of Mr. Addifon, whofe namedeferves
all refpet from every lover of learning.

We cannot deny (and perhaps moft writers of
our kind have been ia the fame circumftances) that
in feveral parts of our lives, and according to the
difpofitions we were in, we have written fome things
which we may wifth never to have thought on.
Some fallies of levity ought to be imputed to youth,

(fuppofed
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{fuppofed in charity, as it was in truth, to be the
time in which we wrote them) ; others to the gaiety
of our minds at certain junétures common to all
men, The publithing of thefe, which we cannot
difown, and without our confent, is, we think, a
greater injury, than that of afcribing to us the
moit {tupid productions, which we can wholly de-
I]Y.

This has been ufually practifed in other countries
after 2 man’s deceafz ; which ina great meafure ac-
counts for that manifeft inequality found in the
works of the beft authors ; thecollectors only con-
fidering, that fo many more fheets raife the price
of the book ; and the greater fame a writer is in
pofieffion of, the more of fuch trath he may bear
t0 have tacked to him. Thus it is apparently the
editor’s intereft to infert what the author’s judge-
ment had rejeéted ; and care is always taken to in-
terfperie thefe additons in fuch a manner, that
{carce any bock of confequence can be bought,
without purchafing fomething unworthyof the au-
thor along with it.

But in our own country it is ftill worfe: thofe
very bookfzllers, who have fupported themfclves
upon an author’s fame while he lived, have done
their utmoit after his death toleflen itby fuch prac-
tices : even a man’s laff will is not fecure from be-
ing expofcd in print; whereby his moft particular
regards, and even his dying tendernefles, are laid
open. It has been humoroufly faid, that fome have
fithed the very jakes for papers left there by men of
wit : but it is no jeft to affirm, that the cabinets of
the fick, and the clofets of the dead, have been
broke open and ranfacked to publith our private
letters, and divalged to all mankind the moft {e-
cret fentiments and intercourfe of friendfhip. Nay,
thefe fellows are arrived to that height of impudence,
that when an author has publicly difowned a {pu-
rious picce, they have difputed his own name with

him

|
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him in printed advertifements; which has been
practifed to Mr. Congreve and Mr. Prior.

We are thercfore compelled, in refpect to truth,
to {ubmit to a very great hardfhip; to own fuch
pieces as in our ftricter judgements we would have
upprefled for ever ; we are obliged o confefs, that
this whole colleétion, in amanner, confifts of what
we not only thought unlikely to reach the future,
but unworthy even of the prefent age ; not our {ftu-
dies, but our follies; not our works, but our idle-
nefles.

Some comfort however it is, that all of them are
innocent, and moft of them, {light as they are,
had yet a moral tendency ; either to foften the vi-
rulence of parties againft each other; or to laugh
out of countenance fome vice ar folly of the times
or to difcredit the impofitions of quacks and falfe
pretenders to icience ; or to humble the arrogance
of the ill-natured and envious; in a word, to leflen
the vanity, and promote the good humour af man-
kind.

Such as they are, we muft in truth confefs, they
are ours, and others fhould in juftice believe, they
are all that are ours If any thing elfe has been

yrinted, in which we really had any hand, it is €i-
ther intolerably imperfet, or loaded with fpurious
additions; fometimes even with infertions of mens
names, which we never meant, and for whom we
have an efteem and refpe@t. Even thofe pieces in
which we are leaft injured, have never before been
printed from the true copies, or with any tolerable
degree of corretnefs. We declare, that this col-
leétion contains every piece, which in the idleft
humour we have written ; not only fuch as came
under our review or correétion ; but many others,
which, however unfinithed, are not now in our
power to fupprefs. Whatfoever was in our own
pofleflion at the publifhing he: eof, or of which no

copy
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topy was gone abroad, we have actually defiroyed,;
to prevent all poffibility of the like treaument,

Thefe volumes likewife will contain all the papers
wherein we have cafually had any fhare; particu-
larly thofe written in comunctlon with our friends,
Dr. Arbuthnot and Mr. Gay; and, laftly, all of
this fort compofed fingly by ‘eithier of thofe hands.
The reader is therefore defired to do the fame juf-
tice to thefe our friends, as to us; and to be aflur-
ed, thatall the things called our mifcella: ies (except
the works of Alexander Pope, publithed by B.
Lintot, in quarte and folio, in 1717 ; thofe of Mr,
Gay by J. Tonfon, in guarts, in 1720; and as ma-
ny of thefe mifcellanies as have been formerly
printed by Benj. Tooke) are abfolutely fpurious;
and without our confent impofed upon the pu-
blic.

Twickenham, JoNaTH. SWIFT.
May 27, 1727. ALEX Pors.

A Dif-
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A Difcourfe of the ConTesTs and DissEn-
stons between the NoBLEs and the Com-
mons in ATHeENs and Rome; with the
confequences they had upon both thoft
ftates *.

wsie Si #ibi vera videtur,
Dede manus ; et, fi falfa ¢ty accingere contra. Lucr.

Written in the year 1701.

CH AR R

T is agreed, that in all government there 1s an
I abfolute unlimited power, which naturally and
originally feems to be placed in the whole body,
wherever the executive part of it lies. 'This holds
n

# This difcourfe is a kind of remonftrance in behalf of King
Willizm and his friends, againft the proceedings of the houle of
Commons ; and was publifhed during the recefs of parliament in the
{fummer of 1701, with a view to engage them in milder meafures
when they fhould meet again,

As this time Lewis XIV, was making large firides towards uni-
verfal monarchy : plots were carrying on at St. Germain's 3 the
Dutch had acknowledged the Duke of Anjou as King of Spain, and
King William was made extremely vneafy by the violence with
which many of his minifters and chief favourites were purfued by the
Commons ; the King, to appeafe their refentment, had made feve-
ral changes in his miniftry, and removed fome of his moft faithftl
fervants from places of the higheft truft and dignity : this expedient,
however, " had proved ineffe€tual, and the Commons perfifted in their
oppofition ; they began by impeaching William Bentink, Earl of

Portland,
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in the body natural : for wherever we place the be-
ginning of motion, whether from the head,
or the heart, or the animal {pirits in general,
the body moves and a&s by a confent of all its

arts. 'This unlimited power, placed fundamen-
tally in the body of a people, is what the beft legif-
lators of all ages have endeavoured, in their {everal
{chemes or inftitutions of government, to depofit
in fuch hands as would preferve the people from
rapine and oppreflion within, as well"as violence
from without. Moft of them feem to agree in
this, that it was a truft too great to be committed to
any one man or affembly, and therefore they left
the right fiill in the whole body ; but the admini-
{tration or executive part in the hands of the one,
the fiw, or the many, into which three powers all
indépendent bodies of men feem naturally to di-
vide ; for by all I have read of thofe innumerable
and petty commonwealths in Italy, Greece, and
Sicily, as well as the great ones of Carthage and
Rome, it feems to me, thata free people met toge-
ther, whether by compall, or amily-government,
as foon as they fall into any aéts of civil fociety, do
of themfelves divide into three powers. The firft
is that of fome one eminent {pirit, who, having
{ignalized his valour and fortune in defence of his

Portland, Groom of the Stole; and proceeded to the impeachment
of John Somers, Baron Somers of Evetham, Firft Lord Keeper, af=
terwards Lord Chancellor ;3 Edward Ruel, Earl of Orford, Lord
Treafurer of the Navy, and one of the Lords Commiffioners of the
Admiralty ; and Charles Montague, - Earl of Halifa¥, one of the
Commiffione: s of the Treafury, and afterwards ‘Chancellor of the
Exchequer. Its gemeral pmrport is to damp the warmth of the
Comméns, by thewing, that' the meafures they purfaed had a direét
tendency to bring on the tyranny which they profe{led to oppofe;
and the particular cales of the impeached Lords are parallelled in A~
thenian charatters. :

This whole treatife is full of hiftorical knowledge, and excellent
cefleftions. It is not mixed with any improper fallies of wit, orany
Yight airs of humoyr; ard, in point of ftyle and learning, 1s equal,
if not fuperior, to any of Swift's political works. Orrery,
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country, or by the practice of popular arts at
home, comes to have great influence on the peo-
ple, to grow their leader in warlike expeditions,
and to prefide, after a fort, in their civil aflem-
blies ; and this is grounded upon the principles of
nature and common reafon, which ix all difficul-
ties or dangers, where prudence or courage i&. 1Es
quired, do rather incite us to fly for couniel or af-
fiftance to a fingle perfon, than 2 multitude, The
{econd natural divifion of power is of {uch men,
who have acquired large pofleflions, and confe-
quently dependencies, or defcend from anceftors
who have left them great inheritances, together
with an hereditary authority. Thefe eafily uniting
in thoughts and opinions, and aéting in concert,
begin to enter upon meafures for fecuring their
properties, which are beft upheld by preparing a-
gainft invafions from abroad, and maintaining
peace at home ; this commences a great council or
{enate of nobles for the weighty affairs of the na-
tion. The laft divifion is of the mafs or body of
the people, whofe part of power is great and indif-
putable, whenever they can unite either collective-
ly, or by deputation, to e€xert it. Now, the three
forms of government, fo generally known in the
{chools, differ only by the civil adminiftration be-
ing placed in the hands of one, or {ometimes two,
(as in Sparta), who were called Kings ; or in a fe-
nate, who were called the Nobies ; or in the people
colleftive or reprefentative, who may be called the
Commons. Each of thefe had frequently the execu-
tive power in Greece, and fometimes in Rome;
but the power in the laft refort was always meant
by legiflators to be held in balance among all three.
And it will be an eternal rule in politics among e-
very free people, that there is a balance of power
to be carefully held by every ftate within itfelf, as

well as among feveral ftates with cach other,
The true meaning of a balance of power, either
without
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without or within a ftate, 1s beft conceived by con-
fidering what the nature of a balance is. It fuppo-
{es three things : Firft, the part which is held, to-
gether with the hand that holds it; and then the
nwo fcales, with whatever is weighed therein. Now,
confider feveral ftates ina neighbourhood ; in order
to preferve peace between thefe ftates, it is necefla-
ry they fhould be formed into a balance, whereof
one or more are to be dire&tors, who are to divide
the reft into equal feales, and upon occafion re-
move from one into the other, or elfe fall with
their own weight into the lighteft ; fo in a ftate
within it{elf, the balance muft be held by a third
hand, who is to deal the remaining power with the
utmoft exad@nefs into the feveral fcales. Now, it
is not neceflary, that the power fhould be equally
divided between thefe three; for the balance may
be held by the weakeft, who, by his addrefs and
condu&, removing from either {cale, and adding
of his own, may keep the fcales duly poized. Such
was that of the two kings of Sparta, the confular
power in Rome, that of the kings of Media before
the reign of Cyrus, as reprefented by Xenophon 3
and that of the feveral limited ftates in the Gothic
inftitution.

When the balance is broken, whether by the ne-
gligence, folly, or weaknefs of the hand that held
it, or by mighty weights fallen into either {cale, the
power will never continue long in equal divifion
hetween the two remaining parties, but, till the ba-
lance is fixed anew, will fun entirely into one.
This gives the trueft account of what is underftood
in the moft ancient and approved Greek authors by
the word #yranny, which is not meant for the fei-
2ing of the uncontrolled or abfolute power into the
hands of a fingle perfon, (as many {uperficial men
have grofsly miftaken), but for the breaking of
the balance by whatever hand, and leaving the
power wholly in one fcalﬁ; for tyranny and #furpa-

2 tion
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tion in a ftate are by no means confined to any nums
ber, as might eafily appear from examples enough;
and becaufe the point is material, I fhall cite a few
to prove it.

The Roman$ * having fent to Athens, and the
Greek cities of Iraly, for the copies of the beft
laws, chofe ten legiflators to put them into form,
and, during the exercife of their office, fufpended
the confular power; leaving the adminiftration of
affairs in their hands. Thefe very men, though
chofen for fuch a work, as the digeiting a body of
laws for the government of a free ftate, did imme-
diately ufurp arbitrary power ; ran into all the forms
of it, had their guards and fpies after the practice
of the tyrants of thofe ages, affeéted kingly ftate,
deftroyed  the nobles, and opprefled the people;
one of them proceeding fo far, as to endeavour to
force a lady of great virtue: the very crime which
oave occafion to the expulfion of the regal power
but fixty years before, as this attempt did to that
of the Decemviri,

The Ephori in Sparta were at firft only certain
perfons deputed by the kings to judge in civil mat-
ters, while ¢hey were employed in the wars. Thefe
men, 4t feverdl times, ufurped the abfolute autho-
rity, and were as cruel tyrants, as any in their
age.

Soon 1 after the unfortunate expedition into Si-
cily, the Athenians chofe four hundred men for
adminiftration of affairs, who became a body of
tyrants, and were called, in the langnage of thofe
ages, an oligarchy, or tyranny of the few ; under
which hateful denomination they were foon after
depofed in great rage by the people.

When Athens + was fubdued by Lyfander, he
appointed thirty men for the adminiftration of that

* Dionyf. Hal. lib, 10,
1 Thucyd. lib. 8.
1+ Xenophon de rebus Grac. lib, 2.

city,
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city, who immediately fell into the rankeft tyran-
ny: but this was not all; for conceiving their
power not founded on a bafis large enough, they
admitted three thoufand into a fhare of the govern-
ment; and thus fortified, became the cruelleft ty-
ranny upon record. They murdered in cold bleod
great numbers of the beft men, without any pro-
vocation, from the mere luft of cruelty, like Nero
or Caligula; 'This was fuch a number of tyrants
together, as amounted to near a third part of the
whole city; for Xenophon tells us f, that the city
contained about ten thoufand houfes; and allow-
ing one man to every horfe, who could have any
fhare in the government, (the reft confifting of
women, children, and fervants), and making other
obvious abatements, thefe tyrants, if they had been
careful to adhere together, might have been a ma-
jority even of the people colleétive,

In the time of the fecond Punic war ||, the ba-
lance of power in Carthage was got on the fide of
the people, and this to a degree, that fome authors
reckon the government to have been then among
them a dominatio plebis, or tyranny of the Commons 5
which it {eems they were at all times apt to fall in-
to, and was at laft among the caufes that ruined
their ftate: and the frequent murders of their ge-
nerals, which Diodorus ** tells us was grown to
an eftablifhed cuftom among them, may be ano-
ther inftance, that tyranny is not confined to num-
bers.

I {hall mention but one example more among a

reat number, that might be produced. It is re-
%ated by the author laft cited *. The orators of
the people at Argos (whether you will ftyle them,

I Memorab, lib. 3.
|| Polyb. frag. lib, 6,
** Lib. 2o,

® Lib. 15,




g6 CONTESTS AND DISSENSIONS

in modern phrafe, great [peakers of the houfe; or
only, in general, reprefentatives of the people col-
lective ) ftirred up the commons againft the nobles,
of whom 1600 Were murdered at once ; and, at
laft, the orators themfelves, becaufe they left off
their accufations, or, to fpsak intelligibly, becaufe
they withdrew their impeachments ; having, it {feems,
raifed a {pirit they were not able to lay. And this
laft circumiftance, as cafes have lately ftood, may
perhaps be worth noting.

From what hath been already advanced, feveral
conclufions may be drawn :

1, That a mixed government partaking of the
known forms received in the {chools is by no means
of Gothic invention, but hath place in nature and
reafon, feems very well to agree with the fentiments
of moft legiflators, and to have been followed in
moft {tates, whether they have appcared under the
name of monarchies, ariftocracies, or democracies:
for not to mention the feveral republics of this
compofition in Gaul and Germany, defcribed by
Cefar and Tacitus, Polybius tells us, the beft go-
vernment is that which confifts of three forms, reg-
no, optimatiunt, et populi imperio t 3 which may be
fairly tranflated, the King, Lords, and Commons,
Such was that of Sparta, in its primitive inftitution
by Lycurgus ; who, obferving the corruptions and
depravations to which every one of thefe was fub-
jelt, compounded his {cheme out of all; fo that it
was made up of reges, feniores, ¢t populus.  Such
alfo was the frate of Rome under its confuls: and
the author tells us, that the Romans fell upon this
model purely by chance, (which I take to have been
nature and common yreafon), but the Spartans by
thought and defign. And fuch at Carthage was
the fumma reipublice T, or power in the laft refort;

4 Fragm. lib.6.
1 Idem. ibid.
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for they had their kings cqlladjfﬁ tesy, and a fenate
which had the power of nsbles, and the people had
a fhare eftablithed too.

24ly, It will follow, that thofe reafoners who em-
ploy fo much of their zeal, their wit, and their
leifure for the upholding the balance of power in
Chriftendom, at the fame time that -by their prac-
tices they are endeavouring to deitroy it at home,
are not fuch mighty patriots, or fo much in thc
true intereft of their country, as they would affect
to be thought; but feem to be cmpl()yed like a
man, who pulls down with his right hand what he
has been building with his left,

3dly, This makes appear the error of thofe who
think it an uncontrollable maxim, that power 15
always fafer lodged in many h'md:, than in one:
for if thefe ma iny hands be made up only from one
of the three divifions before mentioned, it is plain
from thofe examples already produced, and ealy
to be parallelled in other ages and countries, that
they are as capable of enilaving the nation, and of

ating all manner of tyranny and opp“c_ﬂion, as it
is poﬂmls for a ﬁngle perfon to be, though we
ihould fuppofe their number not only to be of four
or five hundred, but above three thoufand.

Again, It is manifeft from what has been faid,
th'lt, in order to preferve the balance in a mixed
ft’lte. the limits of power depofited with each party
ought to be 't{ccrtamed, and generally known. The
defeét of this is the caufe that introduces thofe
ftrugglings in a ftate about prerggative and liberty,
about incroachments of the few upon the rights of
the many, and of the many upon the privileges of
the few, which ever did, and ever will conclude in
a tyranny ; firft either of the few, or the many, but
at laft infallibly of a fingle g D:rfo*l for, which e-
ver of the three divifions in a ftate is upon the
fcramble for more power than its own, (as one or
other of them generally is), unlefs due care be ta-

ken
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ken by the other two, upon €very new queﬁi_on
that arifes, they will be fure to decide in favour of
themfelves, talk much of inherent right ; they will
pourifth up a dormant power, and referve privileges
in petto, tO eXert upon occafions, to ferve expedi-
ents, and to urge npon neceflities ; they will make
large demands, and fcanty conceflions, €ver coming
off confiderable gainers : thus at length the balance
is broke, and tyranny let in ; from which door of
the three, it matters not,

" To pretend to 2 declarative right upon any 0ccas
fion whatfoever, is litde lefs than to make ufe of
the whole power ; that is, to declare an opinion to
be law, which has always been contefted, or per-
haps never {rarted at all before fuch an incident
brought it on the ftage. Not to confent to the en-
afting of fuch 2 law, which has no view befides the
general good, unlefs another law {hall at the {fame
time pafs, with no other view but that of advancing
the power of one party alone ; what is this but 19
claim a pofitive voice, 2s well as a negative? To
pretend that great changes * and alienations of pro-
perty have created new and great dependencics,
and confequently new additions of power, as fome
reafoners have done, is a moft dangerous tenet. £
dominion muft follow property, let it follow in the
fame place; for change ip property through the
bulk of a nation makes low marches, and its due
power always attends it. 'Toconclude, that what-
ever attempt is begun by 2n affembly, ought to be
purfued to the end, without regard to the greateft
incidents that may happen to alter the cafe ; to
count it mean, and below the dignity of ¢ houfe, 1O

#* This feems to allude to 2 pradtice of the houfe of Commons
called Tacking : when they foipected that 2 favourite bill would be
rejeéted, they tacked it to a money-bill 5 and as it was not poflible
to proceed without the {upply, and as it became neceflary toreject or
receive both the bills thus tacked together, this cxpedient perieétly
anfwered its purpofe,

quit
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quit a profecution; to refolve upon a conclufion
before it is poflible to be apprifed of the premiiles :
to act thus, I fay, is to affe& not only abfolute
power, but infallibility too. Yet fuch unaccount-
able proceedings as thefe have popular afiemblies
engaged in, for want of fixing the due limits of
power and privilege.

Great changes may indeed be made in a govern-
ment, yet the form continue, and .the balance be
held : but large intervals of time muft pafs between
every {uch innovation, enough to melt down and
make it of a piece with the conftitution. Such, we
are told, were the proceedings of Solon, when he
modelled anew the Athenian commonwealth: and
what convulfions in our own, aswell as other ftates,
have been bred by a neglet of this rule, is frefh
and natorious enough ; itis too foon in all con-
fcience to repeat this error again,

Having fhewn, that there is a natural balance of
power in all free ftates, and how it hath been di-
vided, fometimes by the people themiclves, as in
Rome, at others by the inftitutions of the legifla-
tors, as in the feveral ftates of Greece and Sicily 3
the next thing is to examine, what methods have
keen taken to break or overthrow this balance,
which every one of the three parties hath continu-
ally endeavoured, as opportunities have ferved ; as
might appear from the ftories of moft ages and
countries : for abfolute power in a particular ftate,
1s of the fame nature with univerfal monarchy in
feveral ftates adjoining to eich other. So endlefs
and exorbitant are the defires of men, whether
confidered in thejr perfons or their ftates, that they
will grafp at all, and can form no fcheme of per-
fet happinefs with lefs. Ever fince men have been
united into governments, the hopes and endeavours
after univerfal monarchy have been bandied among
them, from the reign of Ninus to this of the Mofit
Chriftian King; in which purfuits commonwealths

Vor B, M have
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have had their fhare as well as monarchs : fo the
Athenians, the Spartans, the Thebans, and the
Achaians, did feveral times aim at the univerfal
monarchy of Greece : fo the commonwealths of
Carthage and Rome affeCted the univerfal monar-
chy of the then known world. In like mannecr
hath abfolute power been purfued by the feveral
parties of each particular ftate; wherein fingle per-
fons have met with moft fuccefs, though the endea-
vours of the few and the many have been frequent
enough: yet, being neither {o uniform in their de-
figns, nor (o direét in their views, they neither
could manage nor maintain the power they had
got ; but were ever deceived by the popularity and
= mbition of fome fingle perfon. So that it will be
always a wrong ftep in policy, for the nobles or
commons to carry their endeavours after power {o
far, as to overthrow the balance ; and it would be
enough to damp their warmth in fuch purfuits, if
they could once refle&, that in fuch a courfe they
will be fure to run upon the very rock that they
meant to avoid; which, I fuppofe, they would
have us think, is the tyranny of a fingle perfon.
Many examples might be produced of the endea-
vours of each of thefe three rivals after abfolute
power ; but I fhall fuit my difcourfe to the time I
am writing in, and relate only fuch diflfenfions in
Greece and Rome, between the nobles and com-
mons, with the confequences of them, wherein
the latter were the aggreflors.
I {hall begin with Greece, where my obfervations
{hall be confined to Athens, though {everal inftan-
ces might be brought from other ftates thereof.

CHAP,
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Of the diffenfions in ATHENS, between the few and
the many.

Heseus is the firft, who is recorded with any

A appearance of truth to have brought the Gre-
cians from a barbarous manner of life, among
{cattered villages, into cities; and to have efta-
blithed the popular flate in Athens, afligning to
himfelf the guardianfhip of the laws and chief com-
mand in war. He was forced after {fome time to
leave the Athenians to their own meafures upon
account of their {editious temper, which ever con-
tinued with them, till the final diffolution of their
government by the Romans. It feems, the coun-
try about Attica was the moft barren of any in
Greece : through which means it happened, that
the natives were never expelled by the fury of in-
vaders, (who thought it not worth a conqueft),
but continued always Aborigines; and therefore
retained through all revolutions a tin¢ture of that
turbulent {pirit wherewith their government be-
gan. This inftitution of Thefeus appears to have
been rather a fort of mixed monarchy, than a po-
pular ftate, and, for aught we know, might conti-
nue fo during the feries of kings till the death of
Codrus. From this laft prince Solon was faid to
be defcended ; who, finding the people engaged in
too violent fadtions of the poor and the rich, and
in great confufion thereupon ; refufing the monar-
chy, which was offered him, chofe rather to caft
the government after another model, wherein he
made due provifions for fettling the balance of
M 2 POWET,
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power, chufing a {enate of four hundred, and dif-
pofing the magiftracies and offices according to
mens eftates ; leaving to the multitude their votes
in elefting, and the power of judging certain pro-
cefles by appeal, = This council of four hundred
was chofen, one hundred out of each tribe, and
feems to have been a-body reprefentative of the
people ; though the people collective referved a
ihare of power to themfclves. It is a point of hif-
tory perplexed enough ; but thus much is certain,
that the balance of power was provided for; elie
Pififtratus, called by authors the tyrant of Athens,
could never have governed fo peaceably as he did,
without changing any of Solon’s laws ¥, Thefe
feveral powers, together with that of the archon
or chief magiftrate, made up the form of govern-
ment in Athens, at what time it began to appear
upon the fcene of a&ion and ftory.

The firft great man bred up under this inftitu-
tion was Miltiades, who lived about ninety years
after Solon, and is reckoned to have been the firft
great captain, not only of Athens, but of all
Grecce.  From the time of Miltiades to that of
Phocion, who is looked upon as the laft famous

eneral of Athens, are about 130 years: After
which they were fubdued and infulted by Alex-
ander’s captains, and continued under feveral re-
volutions a finall truckling {ftate, of no name or
reputation, till they fell with the reft of Greece un-
der the power of the Romans.

During this period from Miltiades to Phocion, 1
{hall trace the conduét of the Athenians with re-
Jation to their diffenfions between the people and
fome of their generals; who, at that time, by their
power and credit in the army, in a warlike com-
monwealth, and often fupported by each other,
were, with the magiftrates and other civil officers,

# Herodot. lib. 1.
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4 {ort of counterpoifé to the power of the people,
who, fince the death of Solon, had already made
great incroachments, 'What thefe diffenfions were,
how founded, and what the confequences of them,
I fhall briefly and impartially relate.

I muft here premife, that the nobles in Athens
were not at this time a corporate aflembly, that I
can gather; therefore the refentments of the com-
mons were ufually turned againft particular perfons,
and by way of articles of impeachment. Whereas
the commons in Rome, and {fome other ftates, as
will appear in a proper place, though they followed
this method upon occafion, yet generally purfued
the enlargement of their power by more fet quar-
rels of one entire aflembly-againft another., How-
ever, the cuftom of particular impeachments being
not limited to former ages, any more than that of
general ftruggles and diffenfions between fixed af-
femblies of nobles and commons, and the ruin of
Greece having been owing to the former, as that of
Rome was to the latter, I fhall treat on both ex-
prefsly ; that thofe ftates who are concerned in either
(it at leaft there be any fuch now in ‘the world),
may, by obferving the means and iflues of former
diflenfions, learn whether the caufes are alike in
theirs ; and if they find them to be fo, may confis
der whether they ought not juftly to apprehend the
fame effelts.

To fpeak of every particular perfon impeached
" by the commons of Athens, within the compafs
defigned, would introduce the hiftory of almoft
every great man they had among them ; I thall
therefore take notice only of fix, who living in that
period of time when Athens was at the height of
its glory, as indeed it could not be otherwife while
fuch hands were at the helm, though impeached for
bigh crimes and mifdemeanors, {uch as bribery, arbi-
i"‘mry proceedings, mifapplying or er;z/mf"..zlnrg pub-
lic funds, ill condult at fea, and the like, were

honoured
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honoured and lamented by their country, as the
prefervers of it, and have had the veneration o%
all ages fince paid juftly to their memorics.

Miltiades was one of the Athenian generals a-
gainft the Perfian power, and the famous victory
at Marathon was chiefly owing to his valour and
condu&. Being fent fome time after to reduce the
ifland Paros, he miftook a great fire at a diftance
for the fleet, and, being nowife a match for them,
fet fail for Athens; athis arrival he was impeached
by the commons for treachery, though not able to
appear by reafon of his wounds, fined 30,000
crowns, and died in prifon. Though the confe-
quences of this proceeding upon the affairs of A-
thens were no other than the untimely lofs of fo
great and good a man, yet I could not forbear re-
lating it.

Their next great man was Ariftides *. Befides
the mighty fervice he had done his country in the
wars, he was a perfon of the firicteft juftice, and
beft acquainted with the laws, as well as forms of
their government, {o that he was in a manner chan-
cellor of Athens, This man, upon 2 flight and
falfe accufation of favouring arbitrary power, Was
banifhed by offracifm; which rendered into modern
Englith, would fignify, that they voted he fhould
be removed from their prefence and council for ever.
But, however, they had the wit to recall him, and
to that a&ion owed the prefervation of their ftate
by his future fervices. For it muft be ftill con-
fefled in behalf of the Athenian people, that they
never conceived themfelves perfectly infallible, nor
arrived to the heights of modern affemblies, tO make
objtinacy confirm what Judden heat and temerity be-
gan. They thought it not below the dignity of an

# Lord Somers. He was the general patron of the fterati, and
the particular friend of Dr, Swift.  Orrery.

aflembly
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affembly to endeavour at correfting an ill ftep ; at
leaft to repent, though it often fell out too late.

Themiftocles + was at firft a commoner him-
felf : It was he that raifed the Athenians to their
greatnefs at fea, which he thought to be the true
and conftant intereft of that commonwealth ; and
and the famous naval vi¢tory over the Perfians at
Salamis was owing to his conduét. It feems the
people obferved fomewhat of haughtinefs in his
temper and behaviour, and therefore banithed him
for five years; but finding {ome {flight matter of
accufation againft him, they fent to {eize his per-
fon, and he hardly efcaped to the Perfian court ;
from whence, if the love of his country had not
furmounted its bafe ingratitude to him, he had
many invitations to return at the head of the Per-
fian fleet, and take a terrible revenge; but he ra-
ther chofe a voluntary death.

The people of Athens impeached Pericles * for
mifapplying the public revenues to his own private
ufe. He had been a perfon of great defervings
from the republic, was an admirable [peaker, and
and very popular. His accounts were confufed, and
he could not then give them up ; therefore merely to

+ Earl of Orford, He had been confidered in a manner as Lord
High Admiral, the whole affairs of the navy having been committed
to his charge. Orreryp

* Lord Halifax,. He had a fine genius for poetry, and had em-
ploved his more youthful part of life in that fcience. He was diftin-
ghithed by the name of Moufe Montague, having ridiculed, jointly
with Mot. Prior, Mr, Dryden’s famous poem of the Hind and Pan-
ther. The parady is drawn from Horace’s fable of the city moufe
and couniry moufe. But afterwards, upon Mr. Montague’s promo-
tion to the Chancellorfhip of the FExchequer, Prior, with a good-
humoured indignation at feeing his friend preferred, and himfelf ne-
glected, conclndes an epiftle, written in the year 1693, to Fleetwoed
Shepherd, Efg; with thefe three lines,

My friend Charles Mountaguse's preferr’d,

lor would T have it long obferv’d,
That one moufe eats while fatber’s (tarv'd, Orrery.

divert
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divert that difficulty, and the confequences of it,
he was forced to engage his country in the Pelopo-
nefian war, the longeft that ever was known 1n
Greece, and which ended in the utter ruin of A-
thens.

The fame people, having refolved to fubdue Si-
cily, fent a mighty fleet under the command of
Nicias, Lyfimachus, and Alcibiades 3 the two for-
mer, perfons of age and experience; the laft, a
young man of noble birth, excellent education, and
a plentiful fortune, A little before the fleet fet fail
it feems omne night the ftone images of Mercury,
placed in feveral parts of the city, were all pared in
the face: this aétion the Athenians interpreted for
a defign of deftroying the popular ftate ; and Al-
cibiades, having been formerly noted for the like
frolics and excurfions, was immediately accufed of
this. He, whether confcious of his innocence, or
affured of the {ecrecy, offered to come to his trial
before he went to his command ; this the Atheni-
ans refufed. But as foon as he was got to Sicily,
they fent for him back, defigning to take the advan-
tage, and profecute him in the abfence of his friends,
and of the army, wherehe wasvery powerful. It
fcems, he underftood the refentments of a popular
affembly too well to truft them ; and therefore, in-
fead of returning, efcaped to Sparta: where his
defires of revenge prevailing over his love for his
country, he became its greateft enemy. Mean
while the Athenians before Sicily, by the death of
orne commander, and the fuperftition, weaknefs,and
perfect ill conduct of the other, were utterly de«
firoyed, the whole fleet taken, and a miferable
flaughter made of the army, whereof hardly one
ever returned. Some time after this, Alcibiades
was recalled upon his own conditions, by the ne-
ceffities of the people, and made chief commander
at {ea and land ; but his lieutenant engaging againit
his pofitive orders, and being beaten by Lyfander,

Alcibiades
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Alcibiades was again difgraced, and banifhed.
However, the Athenians having loft all firengtl
and heart fince their misfortune at Sicily, and
now deprived of the only perfon that was.able to
recover their lofles, repent of their rafhmefs, and
endeavour in vain for his reftoration ; the Perfian
lieutenant, to whofe proteéion he fled, making him
a facrifice to the refentments of Lyfander the ge-
neral of the Lacedemontans, who now reduces all
the dominions of the Athenians, takes the eity,
razes their walls, ruins their works, and changes
the form of their government ; which though again
reftored for fome time by Thrafybulus, (as their
walls were rebuilt by Conon) yet here we muft date
the fall of the Athenian greatnefs; the dominion
and chief power in Greece from that period to the
time of Alexander the Great, which was about fifty
years, being divided between the Spartans and
Thebans. Though Philip, Alexander’s father,
(the Meft Chriftian King of that age), bhad indeed
fome time before begun to break in upon the re-
publics of Greece by conqueft or bribery; pavti-
cularly dealing large money among fome popular ora-
#ors, by which he brought many of them, as the
rerm of art was then, to Philippize.

In the time of Alexander and his captains, the
Athenians were offered an opportunity of recover-
ing their liberty, and being reftored to their former
fate ; but the wife turn they thought to give the
matter, was by an impeachment and facrifice of the
author, to hinder the fuccefs. For, after the de-
ftruction of Thebes by Alexander, this prince de-
figning the conqueft of. Athens, was prevented by
Phocion * the Athenian general, then ambaflador
from that ftate; who, by his great wifdom and fkill
at negotiations, diverted Alexander from his de-
fign, and reftored the Athenians to his favour,

% The Earl of Portland. Orrery.
Vou. Il N The
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The very fame fuccefs he had with Antipater after
Alexander’s death, at which time the government
was new regulated by Solon’s laws : but Polyper«
chon, in hatred to Phocion, having, by order of
the young King, whofe governor he was, reftored
thofe whom Phocion had banifhed, the plot fuc-
ceeded, Phocion was accufed by popular orators,
and put to death.

Thus was the moft powerful commonwealth of
all Greece, after great degeneracies from the infti-
tution of Solon, utterly deftroyed by that rafh,
jealous, and inconftant humour of the people,
which was never fatisfied to fee a general either
wiflorious or unjfortunate s {uch ill judges, as well as
rewarders, have paopular affemblics been, of thofe
who beft deferved from them.

Now, the circumftance which makes thefe exam-

les of more importance, 1s, that this very power
of the people in Athens, claimed fo confidently
for an inhkerent right, and infifted on as the undmbted
privilege of an Athenian born, was the rankeft in-
croachment imaginable, and the grofleft degenera-
cy from the form that Solon left them. In fhort,
their government was grown into a deminatio plebis,
or tyranny of the people, who, by degrees,. had
broke and overthrown the balance, which that le-
giflator had very well fixed and provided for. This
appears not only from what has been already faid
of that lawgiver, but more manifefily from a paf-
fage in Diodorus ; who tells us+, ¢ That Antipa-
< ter, one of Alexander’s captains, abrogated the
¢¢ popular government (in Athens), and reftored
« the power of fuffrages and magiitracy to fuch
‘¢ only as were worth two thoufand drachmas; by
s¢ which means, fays be, that republic came to be
¢ [again] adminittered by the laws of Solen.”
Dy this quotation it is manifeft, that great author

.
.
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iooked upon Solon’s inftitution, and a popular go-
vernment, to be two different things. And as for
this reftoration by Antipater, it had neither confe-
quence nor continuance worth obferving.

I might eafily produce many more examples, but
thefe are {ufficient : and it may be worth the read-
er’s time to reflet a little on the merits of the caufe,
as well as of the men, who had been thus dealt
with by their country. I fhall diret him no far-
ther than by repeating, that Ariftides was the moft
renowned by the people themfelves for his exaét
Juftice and knowledge in the law ; that Themiftocles
was a moft fortunate admiral, and had got a mighty
victoryaver the great King of Perfia’s fleet ; thatPericles
was an able mniffer of flate, an excellent orator, and
a man of letters : and, laftly, that Phocion, befides
the fuccefs of his arms, was alfo renowned for his
negotiations abroad, having in an embally brought the
greateft monarch of the world at that time to the terms
of an honourable peace, by which his country was pre-
Jerved.

I thall conclude my remarks upon Athens with
the charadter given us of that people by Polybius.
“ About this time, fays he, the Athenians were
“¢ governed by two men ; quite funk in their af-
“ fairs ; had little or no commerce with the reft of
‘¢ Greece, and were become great reverencers of
* crowned heads.”

For, from the time of Alexander’s captains till
Greece was fubdued by the Romans, to the latter
part of which this defcription of Polybius falls in,
Athens never produced one famous man either for
councils or arms, or hardly for learning. And in-
deed it was a dark infipid period thro’ all Greece:
for except the Achaian league under Aratus and
Philopcemen ; and the endeavours of Agis and
Cleomenes to reftore the ftate of Sparta, fo fre-
quently haraflfed by tyrannies occafioned by the
popular praétices of the Ephori, there was very lit-
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tle worth recording. All which confequences may
perhaps be jufily imputed to this degeneracy of
Athens,

PR S L L
C H A P 1IN

OF the diffenfions between the Patricians and Plebeians
in Rome, with the confequences they bad upon that

fate.

Aving in the foregoing chapter confined myfelf
to the proceedings of the commons only by
¢he method of impeachments againft particular per-
fons, with the fatal effeéts they had upon the ftate
of Athens, I fhall now treat of the diffenficns at
Rome between the people and the colleétive body
, of the Patricians or Nobles. Itis alarge fubject,
Il but I fhall draw it into as narrow a compafs as I
(| can,
| As Creece, from the moft ancient accounts We
I have of it, was divided info feveral kingdoms, fo
| was moft part of Italy * into feveral petty common-
E _ svealthz. And as thofe kings in Greece are {aid to
A have been depofed by their people upon the {core
I of their arbitrary proceedings, fo on the contrary
N | the commonwealths of Italy were all fwallowed up,
1l and concluded in the tyranny of the Roman em-
| perors. However, the differences between thofe
' Grecian monarchies and Iralian republics were not
| | very great: for, by the accounts Homer gives us of
|
|

i thofe ‘Grecian princes who came to the fiege of
AT Troy, as well as by feveral paflages in the Odyfice,
L | it is manifeft, that the power of thefe princes in
ii (Y - their feveral ftates was much of a fize with that of

|| ‘ * Dionyl. Halicar.
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the kings in Sparta, the archon at Athens, the
the fuffetes at Carthage, and the confuls in Rome:
{o that a limited and divided power feems to have
been the moft ancient and inherent principles of
both thofe people in matters of government. And
fuch did that of Rome continue from the time of
Romulus, though with fome interruptions, to Ju-
lius Czfar, when it ended in the tyranny of a fingle
perfon. During which period (not many years
longer than from the Norman conqueft to our age)
the Commons were growing, by degrees, into power
and property, gaining ground upon the Patricians,
as it were, inch by inch, tll at laft they quite over-
turned the balance; leaving all doors open to the
practices of popular and ambitious men, who de-
ftroyed the wifeft republic, and enflaved the nobleft
people that ever entered upon the ftage of the
world, By what fieps and degrees this was brought
to pafs, fhall be the fubject of my prefent inquiry.

While Rome was governed by kings, the mo-
harchy was altogether eletive. Romulus him{elf,
when he had built the city, was declared King by
the univerfal confent of the people, and by augury,
which was there underftood for divine appointment,
Among other divifions he made of the people, one
Was into Patricians and Plebeians : the former were
like the Ba:ons of England fome time after the
conqueft; and the latter are alfo defcribed to be
almoft exaétly what our Commons were then. For
they were dependents upon the Patricians, whom
they chofe for their patrons and protectors, to an-
fier for their appearance, and defend them in any
procefs: they alio fupplied their patrons with mo-
hey, in exchange for their prote&tion., This cuf
tom of patronage, it feems, was very ancient, and
long pradifed among the Greeks.

Out of thefe Patricians Romulus chofe an hun-
dred to be a fenate, or grand council, for advice and
afliftance to him in the adminiftration, The fenate

there-
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therefore originally confifted all of nobles, and were
of themfelves a flanding council, the people being
only convoked upon fuch occafions as, by, this in-
ficution of Romulus, fell into their cognifance :
thofe were to conftitute magiftrates, to give their
votes for making laws, and to advife upon entering
on a war. But the two former of thefe popular pri-
vileges were to be confirmed by authority of the {e-
nate ; and the laft was only permitted at the King’s
pleafure. T his was the utmoft extent of power
pretended to by the Commons in the time of Ro-
mulus; all the reft being divided between the King
and the fenate; the whole agreeing Very nearly
with the conftitution of England for {fome centu-
ries after the conqueft

After a year’s inter-regnum from the death of
Pomulus, the fenate, of their own authority, chofe
a fucceflor, and a ftranger, merely upon the famé
of his virtue, without afking the confent of the
commons ; which cuftom they likewife obferved 1
the two following kings. But in the clection of
Tarquinius Prifcus, the ffth King, we firft hear
mentioned, that it was done pupuli impetrata Venia ;
which indeed was but very reafonable for a free
people to expect ; though I cannot remember in
my little reading, by what incidents they were
brought to advance {o great a ftep. However it
were, this prince, in gratitude to the people by
whofe confent he was chofen, eleéted a hundred
fenators out of the commons, whofe number, with
former additions, was now amounted to three hun-
dred. '

The people having once difcovered their own
ftrength, did foon take occafion to exert it, and
that by very great degrees. For at this King’s death,
who was murdered by the {ons of a former, being
at a lofs for a fucceflor, Servius Tullius, a ftranger,
and of mean extraltion, was chofen protetor of
the kingdom by the pesple without the confent of

the
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the fenate ; at which the nobles being difpleafed, he
wholly applied himfelf to gratify the commons, and
was by them declared and confirmed no longer
Protector, but King,

This prince firft introduced the cuftom of giving
freedom to fervants, {fo as to become citizens of
equal privileges with the reft, which very much
contributed to increafe the power of the pegple.

Thus in a very few years the commons proceed-
ed {o far, as to wreft even the power of chufing a
king entirely out of the hands of the nobles
which was {o great a leap, and caufed fuch a con-
vulfion and {truggle in the ftate, that the conftitu- -
tion could not bear it ; but civil diffenfions arefe,
which immediately were followed by the tyrany of
a fingle perfon, as this was by the utter fubverfion
of the regal government, and by a {fettlement upon
a new foundation. For the nobles, fpited at this
indignity done them by the commons, firmly united
in a body, depofed this prince by plain force, -and
chofe Tarquin the Proud, who running into all the
forms and methods of tyranny, after a cruel reign,
was expelled by an univer{zal concurrence of nobles
and people, whom the miferies of his reign had re-
conciled.

When the confular government began, the ba-
Jance of power between the nobles and plebeians
was fixed anew : the two firft confuls were nomi-
nated by the nobles, and confirmed by the com-
mons; and a law was enaéted, that no perfon
thould bear any magiftracy in Rome, mjuffu populi,
that is, without confent of the commons,

In fuch turbulent times as thefe, many of the
poorer citizens had contraéted numerous debts ei-
ther to the richer fort among themfelves, or to fe-
nators and other nobles ; and the cafe of debtors
in Rome for the firft four * centuries was, after

® Ab yrbe condita; from the building of the ciry,
the
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the fet time for payment, nO choice but either ta
pay or be the creditor’s flave. In this junéture the
commons leave the city in mutiny and difcontent,
and will not return but upon condition to. be acquit-
ted of all their debts ; and moreover, that certain
magiftrates be chofen yearly, whofe bufinefs it thall
be to defend the commons from injuries, Thefe
ave called fribunes of the people, their perfons are
held facred and inviolable, and the people bind
themfelves by oath never to abrvogate the ofhice,
By thefe tribunes, in procefs of time, the people
were grofsly impofed on to ferve the turns or occas
fons of revengeful or ambitious men, and to com-
mit fuch exorbitancics as could not end but in the
diflolution of the government.

Thefe tribunes, a year or two after their inftitu-
tion, kindled great diffenfions between the nobles
and the commons On the account of Coriolanus, 2
mobleman whom the latter had impeached, and the
confequences of whoie impeachment (if I had not
confined myfelf to Grecian examples for that part
of my fubjeét) had like to have been fo fatal to
their ftate. And from this time the tribunes began
a cuftom of accufing to the people whatever nobles
they pleafed, {everal of whom Wwere banifhed og
put to death in every age.

At this time the Romans were very much engag-
ed in wars with their neighbouring ftates ; but upon
the leaft intervals of peace the quarrels between
the nobles and plebeians would revive ; and one of
the moft frequent fubjeéts of their différences was
the conquered lands, which the commons would fain
have divided among the public; but the fenate
could not be brought to give their confent. For
Sveral of the wifeft among the nobles began to
apprehend the growing power of the people; and
thercfore knowing what an accefion therecof would
accrue to them by fuch an addition of property,
ufed all means to. prevent it. For this the Appian

family
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family was moft noted, and thereupon moft hated
by the cortimons, One of them having made a
{peech againft this divifion of lands, was impeached
by the *)eople of high treafon, and a day appointed
for his trial ; but diidaining to make his defence, he
chofe rather thé wfual Roman remedy of k1lhng
himfelf : aftér whofc death thé commons prevailed,
and the lands wetre divided among them,

This point was no fooner gained, but new diffen-
tions began : for the plebeians would fain have a
law enacted; to lay all mens rights and privileges
upon the fame level ; and to enlarge the power of
every magiftrate within his own jurifdittion, as
much as that of the confuls. The tribunes alfo
obtained to have their number doubled, which be-
fore was five : and the author tells us *, that their
infolence and power increafed with their number,
and the {editions were alfo doubled with it.

By the beginning of the fourth century from the
building of Rorne, the tribunés proceeded fo far in
the name of the commons, as to accufe and fine
the confuls themfelves, who reprefented the kingly
power. And the fenate obferving, how in all con-
tentions they were forced to yield to the tribunes
and people, thought it their wifeft courfe to give
way alfo to time ; therefore a decree was made to
fend ambaffadors to Athens, and to the other Gre-
¢tan commonwealths planted in thdt part of Italy
€dlled Grzcia Major, to make a colleftion of the
beft laws ; out of which, and fome of their own,
a2 new complete body of law was formed, after-

wards known by the name of the atvs of the twelve
tables,

To digeft thefe laws into order ten men were
¢hofen, and the adminiftration of all affairs left in
their hands; what ufe they made of it, has been
already thewn. It was certainly a great revolution,

* Dionyl. Halicar,
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produced entirely by the many unjuft incroach=
ments of the people ; and might have wholly chan-
ged the fate of Rome, if the folly and vice of thofe
who were chiefly concerned, could have fuffered it
to take root.

A few years after, the commons made farther
advances on the power of the nobles ; demanding,
among the reft that the confulthip, which hitherto
had only been difpofed to the former, thould now
lie in common to the prctenﬁons of any Roman
whatfoever, This though it failed at prefent, yet
afterwards obtained, and was a mighty itep to the
ruin of the commonwealth,

What I have hitherto faid of Rome, has been
chiefly colleted out of that exa& and diligent wri-
ter Dionyfius Halicarnaflcus, whofe hiftory, thro’
the injury of time, reaches no farther than to the
beginning of the fourth century after the building
of Rome, The reft I {hall fupply from other au-
thors; though I do not think it neceflary to deduce
this matter any farther fo very particularly, as 1
have hitherto done.

To point at what time the balance of power was
moft equally held between the Lords and Commons
in Rome, would perhaps admit a controverfy. Po-
Iybius tells us *, that in the fecond Punic war the
Carthaginians were declining, becaufe the balance
was got too much on the ide of the people; where-
a5 the Romans were in their greateft vigour by the
power remaining in the fenate : yet this was be-
tween two and three hundred years after the period
Dionyfius ends with : in which time the commons
had made feveral further acquifitions. This how-
ever muft be granted, that (till- about the middle
of the fourth century), when the fenate appeared

refolute at any time upon exerting their authority,
and adhered clofely together, they did often carry

% Fragm, lib, 6,

their
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their point, Befides, it is obferved by the beft au-
thors t, that in all the quarrels and tumults at
Rome, from the expulfion of the kings, though
the people frequently proceeded to rude contume-
lious language, and fometimes fo far as to pull and
hale one another about the forum, yet no blood
was ever drawn in any popular commotions, till the
time of the Gracchi: however, I am of opinion;
that the balance had begun many years before to
lean to the popular fide. - But this default was cor-
retted, partly by the principle juft mentioned, of
never drawing blood in a tumult ; partly by the
warlike genius of the people, which in thofe ages
was almoft perpetually employed ; and partly by
their great commanders, who by the credit they
had in their armies fell into the {cales as a further
counterpoife to the growing power of the people,
Befides, Polybius, who lived in the time of Scipio
Africanus the younger, had the fame apprehenfions
of the continual incroachments made by the com-
mons ; and being a perfon of as great ahilities, and
as much fagacity, as any of his age, from obferv-
ing the corruptions, which, he fays, had already
entered into the Roman conftitution, did very
nearly foretel what would be the iffue of them.
His words are very remarkable, and with little ad.
dition may be rendered to this purpofe. ¢ That
“ thofe abufes and corruptions, which in time de-
 ftroy a government, are fown along with the
*“ feeds of it, and both grow up together; and
€¢ that as ruft eats away iron, and worms devour
* wood, and both are a fort of plagues born and
‘“ bred along with the fubftance they deftroy ; {o
 with every form and fcheme of government that
man can invent, {fome vice or corruption creeps
in with the very inflitution, which grows up

(14
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« glong with, and at laft deftroys it ¥.” The fame
author, in another place f, VeRtures {o far as to
guefs at the particular fate which would atténd the
Roman goverpment. He fays, its ruin would arife
from the popular turnults, which would intraduce
a dominatio plebis, Or tyraniy of the peaple ; where-
in it is certain he had reafon, and therefore might
have adventured t0 purfue his conjedrures {o far,
as to the confequences of a popular tyrranny,
which, as perpetual experience teaches, never fails
to be followed by the arbitrary government of a
fingle perion. ; ;

‘About the middle of the fourth century from
the building of Rome, it was declared lawful for
nobles and plebeians to ‘intermarry ; which cuftom,
among many other ftates, has proved the moit
effeCtual means to ruin the former, and raife the
latter. j ANy
" And now the greateft employments in the {tate
were, one after another, by laws forcibly enaéted
by the commons, made free to the people, the con-
fulfhip idelf, the office of cenfor, : that of the
queftors or commiffioners of the treafury, the of-
fice of praxtor Or chief ‘juftice, the ‘priefthood,
and even that of ditator : the fenate, after long
oppofition, yielding ‘merely ‘for = prefent quiet
to the continual urging clamours of the commins,
and of the fribunes their advocates. A law was
likewife enacted, that the plebifcita, or a vote of the
houfe of commons, {hould be of univerfal obligation ;
nay, in time the method of enacting laws was
wholly inverted 3 for whereas the femate uled of
old to confirm the plebifcita, the people did at laft,
as they pleafed, confirm or difannul the ﬁnatz_g’&m—
fulta *. ! ; ‘

Appius Claudius brought in a cuftom of admit=

* Lib. s, Frag, lib, 6.
% Dionyf, lib, 2, T




IN ATHENS AND ROME, 109

ting to the {enate the fons of freed men, or of fuch
who had once been flaves ; by which, and fucceed-
ing alterations of the like nature, that great coun-
cil degenerated into a moft corrupt and fadtious
bady of men, divided againft itfelf ; and its autho-
rity became defpifed,

The century and half following, to the end of
the third Punic war, by the defiruction of Car-
thage, was a very bufy period at Rome ; the inter-
vals between every war being fo thort, that the #74-
bunes and people had hardly leifure or breath to en-
gage in domeftic diffentions : however, the little
time they could fpare, was generally employed the
{ame way, So Terentius Leo, a tribune, is record-
ed to have bafely proftituted the privileges of a Rs-
man citizen, in perfeét {pite to the nobles. So the
great African Scipio, and his brother, after all their
mighty {ervices, were impeached by an ungrateful
Commons.

However, the warlike genius of the people, and
continual employment they had for it, {ferved to di-
vert this humour from running into a head, till
the age of the Gracchi,

_ Thefe perfons entering the fcene in the time of a
full peace, fell violently upon advancing the power
of the people by reducing into pradtice all thofe
incroachments, which they had been fo many years
ganing. . There were at that time certain conquered
fands to be divided, betide a great private cffate left
by a king: thefe the tribunes, by procurement of
the elder Gracchus, declared by their legiflative
authority, were not to be difpofed of by the nobles,
but by the commons only, The younger brother
purfued the {ame defign ; and, befides, obtained a
law, that all Italians thould vote at eletions, as well
as the citizens of Rome : in thort, the whole en-
deavours of them both perpetually turned wpon
retrenching the wmobles authority in all things, but
efpecially in the matter of Jjudicature. And though

; ‘ they
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they both loft their lives in thofe purfuits, yet they
sraced out fuch ways as were afterwards followed
by Marius, Sylla; Pompey, and Cafar, to the ruin
of the Roman freedom and greatnefs.

For in the time of Marius, Satarninus 2 tribune
procured a law, that the {enate fhould be bound
by oath to agree to whatever the people would en-
a& : and Marius himfelf, while he was in that of-
fice of tribune, is recorded to have, with great in-
duftry, ufed all endeavours for deprefling the no-
Bles, and raifing the people, particularl}' for cramp-
ing the former in their power of Judicature, which
was their moft ancient inberent right.

Sylla by the fame meafures became abfolute ty-
yant of Rome : he added three hundred commons
+o the fenate, which perplexed the power of the
whole order, and rendered it ineffeCrual 3 then
flinging off the matk, he abolifhed the office of
ribune, as being only 2 {caffold to tyranny, where-
of he had no further ufe.

As to Pompey and Czfar, Plutarch tells us, that
¢heir union for pulling the nobles (by their credit
with the people) was the: caufe of the civil war,
which ended in the tyranny of the latter; both of
them in their confulthips having ufed all endea-
vours and occafions for finking the authority O
the patricians, and giving way to all incroachments
of the people, wherein they expeéted beft to find

their own account.

From this dedudtion of popular incroachments
in Rome, the reader will eafily judge how much
the balance was fallen upon that fide. Indeed by
this time the very foundation was removed, and it
was a moral impoflibility, that the republic could

{ubfift any longer : for the commons having ufurp-
ed the offices of ftate, and trampled on the {enate,
there was no government lefe but dsminatio plebis.
T.et us therefore examine how they
this conjundture.

pro ceeded in

1 think
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I think it is an univerfal truth, that the people
are much more dextrous at pulling down and {et-
ting up, than at preferving what is fixed ; and they
are not fonder of {eizing more than their own,
than they are of delivering it up again to the worff
bidder, with their own into the bargain. For al-
though in their corrupt notions of divine worfhip,
they are apt to multiply their gods ; yet their earth-
ly devotion is feldom paid to above one idol at 2
time, of their own creation, whofe oar they pull
with lefs murmuring and much more kill, than
when they fhare the leading, or even hold the helm.

The feveral provinces of the Roman empire were
now governed by the great men of their fate -
thofe upon the frontiers with powerful armies ei-
ther for conqueft or defence. Thefe governors,
upon any defigns of revenge or ambition, werefure
to meet with a divided power at home, and there-
fore bent all their thoughts and applications to
clofe in with the people, who were now, by many
degrees, the ftronger party. Two of the greateit
{pirits that Rome ever produced, happened to live
at the fame time, and to be engaged in the fame
purfuit; and this at a conjunéture the moft dan-.
gerous for fuch a conteft: Thefe were Pom-
pey and Cafar, two ftars of fuch a magnitude, that
their conjunétion was as likely to be fatal, as their
appofition.

The #ribunes and people, having now fubdued all
competitors, began the laft game of a prevalent
populace, which is that of chufing themfelves a
mafter ; whiles the noble forefaw, and ufed all en-
deavours left them to prevent it. The pecople at
firft made Pompey their admiral, with full power
over all the Mediterranean, foon after captain-
general of all the Roman forces, and governor of
Afia, Pompey, on the other fide, reftored the office
of tribune, which Sylla had put down ; and in his
confulthip procured a law for examining into the

mifcarriages
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mifearriages of men in office of comand; for twenty
years paft. Many other examples of Pompey’s po-

“pularity ate left us on record, who was 2 perfect

favourite of the péople; afid defignied to be more 5
But his pretenfions grew Rale for want of a timely
opportunity of introduicing them upon the ftage.
Tor Cwmfar, with his legions in Gaul; was a pef-
petual check upon his defigns ; and, 1n the arts of
pleafing the people did foon after get many lengths
beyond him. TFor e télls us himfelf; that the fe-
nate, by a bold cfort; having made fome fevere
decrees againft his proceedings, and againft the
tribunes, thefe all left the city, anid went Over to
his party, and confequently alonig with them the
affedtions and interefts of the people ; which is fur-
ther manifeft from the accounts he gives us of the
citizens in feveral towns mutinying againft their
cominanders, and delivering both to his devotion.
Befides; Ceefar’s publie and avowed pretenfions for
beginning the civil waf, were to reftore the tribunes
and people oppreficd {as he pretended) by the
sobles.

This forced Pompey, againft his inclinations.
upon the neceflity of changing fides, for fear of
being forfaken by both ; and of clofing in with
the {enate and chief magiftrates, by whom he was
chofen general againt Ceefar.

Thus at length the fenate (at leaft the primitive
part of them, the nobles) under Pompey, and the
commons under Cefar, came to 2 final decifion of
the long quarrels between therm, For, I think, the
ambition of private men did by no méans begin OT
secafion this war ; thotigh civil difenfions never faik
of introdacing and {piriting the grmbition of pri-
vate men ; who thus become indeed the great in-
fruments for deciding of fuch quarrels, and
4t laft are fure to feize ofl the prize. But no
man, that fees a flock of vultuireshovering OVer two
armies réady to engage, can jufily charge the

blood
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'00d drawn in the battle to them, though the car-
cafes fall to their thare. For while the balance of
power is equally held, the ambition of private men;
whether orators or great commanders, gives nei-
ther danger or fear, nor can poflibly enflave their
country ; but that once broken, the divided par-
ties are forced to unite each to its head, under
whofe conduét or fortune one fide is at firft victo-
rious, and at laft both are flaves. And to put it
paft difpute, that this eritire fubverfion of the Ro-
man liberty and conftitution was altogether owin g
to thofe meafures, which had broke the balance
between the patricians and plebeians, whereof the
ambition of particular men was but an effet and
confequence, we need only confider, that when the
ancorrupted part of the {enate had, by the death
of Czfar, made one great effort to reftore their
former ftate and liberty, the fuccefs did not anfiver
their hopes, but that whole affembly was fo funk in
its authority, that thofe patriots were forced to fly,
and give way to the madnefs of the people, who,
by theit own difpofitions, ftirred up with the ha-
rangues of their orators, were now wholly bent
upon fingle and defpotic flavery. Elfe, how
could fuch a profligate a§ Antony, or a boy of
eighteen, like Ofavius, ever dare to dream of
giving the law to fuch an empire and people ?
wherein the latter fucceeded, and entailed the vileft
tyranny, that heaven in its anger ever inflited on
a corrupt and poifoned people. And this, with fo
little appearance at Czfar’s death, that when Cicero
wrote to Brutus, how he had prevailed by his cre-
dit with O&tavius to promife him [Brutus] pardon
and fecurity for his perfon, that great Roman re-
ceived the notice with the utmoft indignity, and re-
turned Cicero an anfwer, yet upon record, full of
the higheft refentment and” contempt for fuch an

offer, and frem fuch a hand,
Vou.Il, P Here
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Here ended all thew or fhadow of liberty in
Rome., Here was the repofitory of all the wife
contentions and ftruggles for power between the
nobles and commons, lapped up fafely in the bo-
fom of a Nero and a Caligula, 2 Tiberius and 2
Domitian,

Let us now fee from this dedudtion of particu-
lar impeachments, and general difienfions in
Greece and Rome, what conclufions may natu-
rally be formed for inftrudtion of any other {tate,
that may haply upon.many points labour under the
like circumfitances.

PR T TR T L AL
AP TV

PON the fubjet of impeachments we may ob-~
ferve, that the cuftom of accufing the nobles

to the pesple either by themf{elves, or their orators,
(now ftyled. an impeachment in the name of the com-
mons), hath been very ancient both. in Greece and
Rome, as well as Carthage; and. therefore may
{eem to be the inherent right of a free people, nay,
perhaps it is really {o : But then it is to be confi-
dered, firft, that this cuftom was peculiar to repu-
blics, or fuch ftates where the adminiftration lay
principally in the hands of the commons, and ever
raged more or lefs according to their incroach~
ments upon abfolute power s, having been always
looked upon, by the wifeft men and beft authors of
thofe times, as an effeét of licentioufnefs, and not
of liberty; a diftinction, which no multitude, ei-
ther reprefented or collective, hath been at any
time very nice in obferving, However, perhaps
this cuffom in a popular ftate .of impeaching par-
ticular men may feem to be nothing elfe, but the
people’s
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people’s chufing upon occafion to exercife
their own jurifdi¢tion in perfon; as if a king of
England fhould fit as chief juftice in his court of
king’s bench; which, they fay, in former times,
he fometimes did. But in Sparta, which was cal-
Ied a kingly government, though the people were,
perfectly free, yet becaufe the adminiftration was
in the two kings and the ephori with the afliftance
of the fenate, we read of no impeachments by the
people ; nor was the procefs againft great men,
cither upon account of ambition or ill conduct,
though it reached fometimes to kings themfelves,
ever formed that way, as I can recollect, but only
pafled through thofe hands, where the adminiftra-
tion lay. So likewife during the regal govern-
ment in Rome, though it was inftituted a mixed
monarchy, and the people made great advances in
power, yet I do not remember to have read of one
impeachment from the commons againft a patri-
cian, until the confular ftate began, and the people
had made great incroachments upon the admini-

ftration, ' .
Another thing to be confidered is, that allowing
this right of impeachment to be as inherent as they
pleafe, yet, if the commons have been perpetually
miftaken in the merits of the caufes and the
perfons, as well as in the confequences of fuch im-
peachments upon the peace of the ftate we cannot
conclude Iefs, than that the commons in Greece
and Rome (whatever they may be in other ftates)
were by no means qualified either as profecuters or
judges in fuch matters; and therefore, that it
would have been prudent, to hive referved thefe
privileges dormant, never to be produced but upon
very great and urging occafions, where the ftate is
in apparent danger, the univerfal body of the
People in clamours againft the adminiftration,
and no other remedy in view. But for a few po-
pular orators or tribunes, upon the fcore of per-
P2 ¢ {onal
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¢ {onal piques ; or, O employ the pride they cons
¢ ceive in feeing themfelyes at the head of a party;
¢ or, as a method for advancement ; o7 moved by
¢ certain powerful arguments that could make
¢ Demofthenes philipize : ” for fuch men, 1 fay,
when the {tate would of itfelf gladly be quict, and
hath, hefides, affairs of the laft importance upon
the anvil, to ‘¢ impeach Miltiades * after a great
¢ naval victory, for not purfuing the Perfian flcet
¢ to impeach Ariftides, ‘the perfon moft verfed a-
«« mong them in the knowledge and practice of
¢ their laws, for a blind fufpicion of his ating in
¢ an arbitrary way (that is, as they expound it,
¢« not in concert with the peaple) : tO impeach
¢« Pericles, after all his fervices, for a few incons
<t {iderable accounts ; or tO impeach Phocion, who
¢¢ had been guilty of no other crime but negotiats
¢ ing a treaty for the peace and fecurity of his
¢« country ;” What could the continuance of fuch
proceedings end in, but the utter difcouragement
of all wirtupus actions and perfons, and confe-
quently in the ruin of a ftate ? ‘Therefore the hifto-
rians of thofe ages feldom fail to fer this matter in
all its lights, leaving us the higheft and moft ho-
Sourable ideas of thofe perfons, who {uffered by
the perfecution of the people, together with the fa-
tal confequences they had, and how the perfecus
tors feldom failed to repent, when it was too late,
Thefe impeachments perpetually falling upon
many of the beft men both in Greece and Rome,are
a cloud of witnefles, and examples enough t0 dif-
courage men af virtue and abilities from engaging
in the fervice of the puplic ; apd help.on. the other
fide to introduce the ambitious, the covetous, the
fuperficial, and the ill-defigning ; whoareas 2pttQ

B

* Though in other paffages Lord Orford's charater is fuppofed to
be drawn under the mame of Themiftocles, vet ha{eems to be repre-
fented by Miltiades here 3 for Themiftoclcs was not impezched at
all, Seep. gz Log : e

e
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be bold, and forward, and meddling, as the for.
mer are to be cautious, and modeft, and referved,
This was {o well known in Greece, that an eagers
pnefs after employments in the ftate was looked upon
by wife men, as the worft title a man counld fet up;
and made Plato fay, * That if all men were as
““ good as they ought, the quarrel in 2 common.
*¢ wealth would be not as it is now, who Sbould be
* minifters of ftate, but who fhould no? be {o.”
And Sacrates # is introduced by Xenophon feverely
chiding a friend of his for not entering into the pu-
blick fervice, when he was every way qualified for
it: fuch a backwardnefs there was at that time a-
mong good men tg engage with an ufurping people,
and a {et of pragmatical ambitisus orders. And Dio-
dorus tells us 4, that when the petalifm was ereted
at Syracufe, in imitation of the oftracifm T at Athens,
it was {o notoriouly levelled againft all who had
either birth or merit to recommend them, that who-
ever poflefled either, withdrew for fear, and would
have no concernin public affairs. So that the people
themfelves were forced to abrogate it for fear of
bringing all things into confufion, :
There is one thing more to be obferved, wherein |
all the popular impeachments in Greece and Rome
{feem to have agreed; and that was, a notion they
had of being concerned in poins of honour to con-
demn whatever perfon they impeached, however
frivolous the artjcles were, upon which they began,

¥ Lib. Memorab, 4+ Lib, 11.

1 Ofracifin was a kind of popular fontence to banifhment paffed 2-
g2inft men whofe perfonal influence, from whatever cawie, was thought
to render them dangeroys to the fate; the votes were given by waiting
the name of the perfon on a fhell by the Greeks called oFpa%ey, ard
calting the thell into an urn.

Petalifin was a fentence nearly of the fame kind ; and as affracis
was denominated from the thell on which the name of the fufpeéted
party was written, gera/ifm tonk its name from witaAievy a leaf,
which the Syrzcufians ufed for the fame purpele,

ar
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or however weak the furmifes, whereon they were
¢o proceed in their proofs. For, to conceive that
the body of the people could be miftaken, was an
indignity not to be imagined, till the confequences
had comnvinced them, when it was paft remedy.
And I look upon this as a fate, to which all popu-
far accufations are fubject; though I fhould think
¢hat the faying, Vox populs, vex Dei, ounght to be
underftood of the univerfal bent and current of a
people, not of the bare majority of a few reprefen-
Tatives, which is often procured by little arts, and
great induftry and application ; W herein thofe who
engage in the purfuits of malice and revenge, arc
uch more fedulous than fuch 2s would prevent
them,

From what hath been deduced of the diffenfions
in Rome between the two bodies of parricians and
plebeians, {everal refleétions may be made.

Firft, That when the balance of power is duly
fixed in a {tate, nothing is more dangerous Or un-
wife, than to give way to the firft freps of popular
incroachments ; which is ufually done either m
hopes of procuring eafe and quiet from fome vexa-
tious clamour, or elfe made merchandife, and merely
bought and fold. This is breaking into a conftitution
to ferve a prefent expedient, oOr fupply a prefent
exigency ; the remedy of an empiric, to {ftifle the
prefent pain, but with certain profpeét of fudden
and terrible returns. When a child grows cafy
and content by being humoured ; and when a lover
becomes fatisied by fmall compliances, without
further purfuits; then expe to find popular affem-
blies content with fmall conceflions. If there could

one fingle example be brought from the wholecom-
pafs of hiftory, of any one popular aflembly, who,
after beginning to contend for power, ever fat
down quietly with a certain {hare; or if one in-
{tance could be produced of a popular affembly,
that ever knew, or propofed, or declared, what

fhare
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thare of power was their due; then might there be
fome hopes, that it were a matter to be adjufted by
reafonings, by conferences, or debates: but fince
all that is manifeftly otherwife, I fee no other courfe
to be taken in a fettled {tate, than a {fteady conftant
refolution in thofe to whom the reft of the balance
is intrufted, never to give way fo far to popular
elamours, as te make the leaft breach in the confti-
tution, through which a million of abufes and in-
eroachments will certainly in time force their way.

Again, from this dedu®ion it will not be difii-
cult to gather and aflign certain marks of popular
incroachments ; by obferving of which, thofe who
held the balance in a ftate may judge of the de-
grees, and, by early remedies and application, put
a ftop to the fatal confequences that would other-
wife enfue. What thofe marks are, hath been at
large deduced, and need not be here repeated.

Amother confequence is this: That (with all re-
{peét for popular affemblies be it {poke) it is hard
to recollect one folly, infirmity, or vice, to whick
a {ingle man is fubjeéted, and from which a body
of commons, either colledive or reprefented, can
be wholly exempt. For, befides that theyare com-
pofed of men, with all their infirmities about them,
they have alfo the ill fortune to be generally led
and influenced by the ‘ery worft among themftlves,
I mean, popular oraters, tribunes, or, as they are
now ftyled, great [peakers, leading men, and the
like. From whence it comes to pafs, that in the
refults we have fometimes found the fame {pirit of
cruelty and revenge, of malice and pride, the fame
blindnefs, and obftinacy, and unfteadinefs, the
{ame ungovernable rage and anger, the fame in-
juftice, fophiftry, and fraud, that ever lodged in
the breait of any individual.

Again, in all free ftates the evi] to be avoided
1s tyranny, that is to {ay, the Jumma imperii, or un-
limited power folely in the hands of the one, the:

jf'w,
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we have fhewn, that al-

though moft revolutions of government in Greece
and Rome began with the tyranny of the people;
yet they generally concluded in that of 2 fingle
perfon ; fo that an ufurping populace is its owrn
dupe ; a mere underworker, and 2 purchafer i
truft for fome fingle tyrant, whofe ftate and power
they advarnce to their own ruin, with as blind an
in{tinét, as thofe worms that die with weaving mag:
nificent habits for beings of a fupericr nature t0

their own:

»#%}W@%Qﬁiﬁzmgziﬁ%&P%
CH &P Ve

SOmc cefletions upon the late public proceedings
J) among us, and that variety of fadtions into
which we are {till {o intricatcly engaged, gave oc-
cafion to this difcourfe. I am not confcious, that
f have forced one example, or put it into any other
light than it appeared to me long before I had
thought of producing it.

I cannot conclude without adding fome particu-
tar remarks upon the prefent pofture of affairs and
difpofitions in this kingdom.

The fate of empire is grown a common-place =
That all forms of government having been inftitu-
ted by men, muft be mortal, like their authorsy
and have their periods of duration limited as well
as thofe of private perfons. This is a truth of vul-
gar knowledge and obfervation ; but there are few
o ho turn their thoughts to examine how thofe dif-
eafes in a ftate are bred, that hatten its end ; which
would however be a very ufeful inquiry. For,

though we cannot prolong the period of a com-

monwealth beyond the decree of heaven, or the
date
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date of its nature, any more than human life be-
yond the firength of the feminal virtue; yet we
may manage a fickly conftitution, and preferve a
firong one; we may watch and prevent accidents ;
we may turn off a great blow from without, and
purge away an ill humour that is Turking within;
and by thefe, and other fuch methods, render a
ftate long-lived though not immortal. Yet fome
phyficians have thought, that if it were praéticable
to keep the {everal humours of the body in an ex-
act equal balance of each with its oppofite, it might
be immortal, and {o perhaps would a political bo-
dy, if the balance of power could be always held
exactly even. But, I doubt, this is as impoflible
in pradtice as the other.

It hath an appearance of fatality, and that the
period of a ftate approacheth, when a concurrence
of many circumftances both within and without,
unite towards . its ruin ; while the whole body of
the people are either ftupidly negligent, or elfe giv-
ing in with all their might to thofe very pradtices
that are working their deftru®ion, To fee whole
bodies of men breaking a conftitution by the very-
fame errors, that {o many have been broke before
to obferve oppofite parties, who can agree in no-
thing elfe, yet firmly united in fuch meafureés as
muft certainly ruin their country; in fhort, to be
encompafled with the greateft dangers from with-
out, to be torn by many virulent faétions within :
then to be fecure and fenfelefs under all this, ‘and
to make it the very leaft of our concern; thefe,
and fome others that might be named, appear to
me to be the moft likely fymptoms in a flate of a
Jicknefs unto death.

Rusd procul a nobis fleclat fortuna gubernans :
Lt ratio potius, quam res perfuadeat ipfa.  Lucr,

There are fome conjun@ures, wherein the death
Vor,II, or

IO
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or diffolution of government is more lamentable in
its confequences, than st would be in others. And,
1 think, a {tate can never arrive to its period in a
more deplorable crifis, than at 2 time when fome
prince in the neighbourbood, of vaft power and ambi-
tion, lies hovering like a vulture to devour, Or at
Jeaft difmember its dying carcafe ; by which means
it becomes only a province or acquifition to fome
mighty menarchy, without hopes of a refurrec-
zion.

I know very well, there is a fet of fanguine tem-
pers, who deride and ridicule, in the number of
fopperies, all fuch apprehenfions as thefe., 'They
have it ready in their mouths, that the people of
England are of a genius and temper never Lo admit
{lavery among them ; and they are furnithed with
a great many common places upon that fubject.
But it feems to me, that {uch difcourfers do reafon
upon fhort views, and a very moderate compafs of
thought. For I think ita great error to count up-
on the genius of a nation as a ftanding argument
in all ages, fince there is hardly a fpot of ground
in Europe, where the inhabitants have not fre-
quently and entirely changed their temper and ge-
nius. Neither can I fee any reafon, why the ge-
nius of a nation {hould be more fixed in the point
of government, than in their morals, their learn-
ing, their religion, their common humour and cons
verfation, their diet and their complexion; which
do all notgrioufly vary almoft in every age, and
may every one of them have great effefts upon mens
notions of government. '

Since the Norman conqueft the balance of power
in England hath often varied, and fometimes been
wholly overturned ; the part which the commons
had in it, (that moft difputed point ), in its original,
progrefs, and extent, was, by their own confeflions,
but a very inconfiderable fhare. Generally fpeak-
ing, they have Dbeen gaining ever fince, though

with
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with frequent interruptions and flow progrefs. The

abolithing of villanage, together with the cuftom

introduced (or permitted) among the nobles of

ftlling their Jands in the reign of Henry VII. was

2 mighty addition to the power of the commons :

vet I think a much greater happened in the time of
his fucceflor, at the diffolution of the abbeys; for

this turned the clergy wholly out of the feale, who

had fo long filled it; and placed the commons in

their ftead ; who in a few years became pofiefled of
vait quantitics of thofe and other lands, by grant

or purchafe. About the middle of Q. Elifabeth’s

reign, I take the power between the nobles and the

commons to have been in mere equal balance, than

it was ever before or fince. But then, or foon af-

ter, arofe a fadtion in England, which, under the

name of Puritan, began to grow popular by mold-

ing up their new {chemes of religion with republi-

can principles in government; and, gaining upon

the prerogative as well as the nobles, under {everal

denominations, for the fpace of about fixty years,

did at laft overthrow the conftitution, and, accor-

ding to the ufual courfe of fuch revolutions, did .
introduce a tyranny, firft of the people, and then

of a fingle perfon.

In athort time after, the old government was
revived. DBut the progrefs of affairs for almoft
thirty years, under the reigns of two weak prin-
ees ¥, is a fubject of a very different nature; when
the balance was in danger to be overturned by the
hands that held it, which was at laft very {eafona-
bly prevented by the late revolution. However, as
it is the talent of human nature to run from one
extreme to another, fo in a very few years we have
made mighty leaps from prerogative-heights into
the depths of popularity, and, I doubt, to the ve-
1y laft degree that our conftitution will bear. It

¥ Charles I, and James IT.
Q.2 were
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were to be wifhed that the moft auguft affembly of
he commons would pleafe to form a pandect of
their own power and privileges, to be confirmed
by the entire legiflative authority, and that in as
{olemn a manner (if they pleafe) as the magna char=
2. But to fix one foot of their compafs wherever
they think fit, and extend the other to fuch terrible
lengths, without defcribing any circumference at
all, is to leave us and themfelves in a very uncers
tain ftate, and in a fort of rotation, that the author
+ of the Oceana NEVET dreamed on, I believe the
moit hardy tribune will not yenture to affirm at pre-
{ent, that any juft fearsof incroachment are givem
us from the regal power, or the few : and is it then
impofiible to err on the other fide? How far muft
we proceed, or where fhall we frop? The raging of
the fea, and the madnefs of the people arc put toge-
ther in holy writ; and it is God alone who can fay
to cither, Hitherto fbalt thou pafss and no further.

"The balance of power in a limited {tate is of fuch
biolute neceflity, that Cromwell himfelf, before
he had perfedtly confirmed his tyranny, having
fome occafions for the appearance of a parliament,.
was forced to create and erect an entive mew houfe
of Lords, fuch as it was, for a counterpoife to the
commons. And indeed, confidering the vilenefs
of the clay, I have fometimes wondered, that na
¢ribune of that . age durft ever wenturec fO afk the
potter, What dioft thou make 2 But it was then about
the laft act of a popular ufurpation, and fate or
Cromwell had already prepared them for that of 2
fingle perfon.

+ Mr, James Harrington, fometime in the fervice of King
Charles I. after whofe death he drew up and printed a form of po-
pular government, intitled, ¢ The commonwealth of Oceana: He
endeavoured likewife to promotie this fchems by public difcourfes at
a nightly meeting of fe: eral curious gentlemen in New-palace yard,
Wefiminfter. This club was called the Rota 3 and Mr, Henry Ne-
vil, one of its members, propofed to the then honfe of Commons,
that a third part of the fenate fhould rote out by ballot every year,
and be incapable of being ele€ted again for three years to come.
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I have been often amazed at the rude, paflionate,
and miftaken refults, which have at certain times
fallen from great aflemblies, both ancient and mo-
dern, and of othier countries as well as our own,
"This gave me the opinion I mentioned a while ago,
that public conventions are liable to all the infirmi-
ties, follies, and vices of private men. To which
if there be any exception, it muft be of fuch affem-
blies, who att by ““ univerfal concert. upon public
“ principles, and for public ends;” fuch as proceed
upon debates without ¢ unbecoming warmths, or
“ influence from particular leaders and inflam-

I
“ ers;” fuch whofe members, infread of ¢ canvai-

“ 4ing to procure majorities for their private opi-
“ nions, are ready to comply with general {ober
“ refults, though contrary to their own fenti-
* ments.,” Whatever affemblies act by thefe and
other methods of the like nature, muft be allowed
to be exempt from feveral imperfeétions, to which
particular men are fubje@ed. But I think the
tource of moft miftakes and mifcarriages in mat-
ters debated by public aflemblies, arifeth from the
influence of private perfons upon great numbers,
ftyled, in common phrafe, leading men and parties.
And therefore when we fometimes meet a few
words put together, which is called the vore Oor re-
_folurz';:zz of an aflembly, and which we cannot pofli-
bly reconcile to prudence or public goad, it is moft
charitable to conjeture, that fach a vote has been
conceived, and born, and bred in 2 private brain,
afterwards raifed and fupported by an obfequious
party, and then with vfual methods confirmed by
an artificial majority.  For let us fuppofe five hun-
dred men, mixed in voint of fenfe and honefty, as
ufually affemblies are ; and let us fuppofe thefe men
propofing, debating, refolving, voting, according
to the mere natural motions of their own Lttle or
much reafon and und ritanding ; I do allow, that
abundance of indigefted and abortive, many perni-

cious
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and float a

few minutes ; but then they would die and difap-

cious and foolifh overtures would arife,

pear. Becaufe this muft be {aid in behalf of hu-
man kind, that common fenfe and plain reafon,
while men are difengaged from acquired opinionss,
will ever have fome general influence upon their
minds ; whereas the {pecies of folly and vice are in-
finite, and {0 different in every individual, that
they could never procure a majority, if other cor-
ruptions did not enter to pervert mens underftand-
ings, and mifguide their wills.

o defcribe how parties are bred in an affembly,
would be a work too difficult at prefent, and per-
haps not altogether fafe. Periculsfe plenum opus
alee. Whether thofe who are leaders, ufually ar-

o}

ation more by a fort of inftint or {e
nce of

lico

rive at that ft
cret compofition of their nature, Or influe
the ftars, than by the pofleflion of any great abi-
lities, may be a point of much difpute: but whery
the leader 1s once fixed, there will never fail to be
followers. And man is {o apt to imitate, fo much
of the nature of fheep, imitatores, [ervum pecuss
that whoever is fo bold" to give the firft great leap
sver the heads of thofe about him, though he be the
worit of the flock, {hall be quickly followed by the
reft. DBefides, when p2 ties are once formed, the
fragglers look fo _idiculous, and become fo infig-
pificant, that they have no other way, but to run
into the herd, which at leaft will hide and protect
them ; and where to be much confidered, requires
only to be very violent.
But there is one circamftance with relation toO
parties, which I take to be of all others moft per-
hicious in a ftate ; and 1 would be glad any partifan

would help me to a tolerable reafon, that becaufe

Clodius 2nd Curio happen to agree with me in 2
few fingular notions, 1 muft therefore blindly fol-
low them inall: or, to fate it at beft, that be-
caufe Bibulus the party-man is perfuaded that Clo-

Lius
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dius and Curio do really propofe the good of their
country as their chief end; therefore Bibulus thall
be whblly guided and governed by them in the
means and meafures towards it. Is it enough for
Bibulus, and the reft of the her , to fay without
further examining, 7 am of the Side with Cledius, or
1 vote with Curio ? Are thefe proper methods to
form and make up what they think fit to call the
united wifdom of the nation? Is it not poflible, that
upon fome occafion Clodius may be bold and info-
lent, borne away by his paflion, malicious, and re-
vengeful 7 That Curio may be corrupt, and expofe
to fale his tongue, or his pen ? I conceive it far
below the dignity both of human nature, and hu-
man reafon, to be engaged in any party, the moft

plaufible foever, upon fuch fervile conditions,
"This influence of one upon many, which {eems
to be as great in a people reprefented, as it was of
old in the commons colleciive, together with the
confequences it hath had upon the legiflature, hath
given me frequent occafion to reflect upon what
Diodorus. tells us of one Charondas, a lawgiver to
the Sybarites, an ancient people of Italy, who was
10 averfe from all innovation, - efpecially when it
was to proceed from particular perfons, (and, I
fuppofe, that he might put it out of the power of
men, fond of their own notions, to difturb the
conftitution at their pleafures, by advancing private
{chemes), that he provided a ftatute, that whoever
propofed any alteration to be made, fhould ftep
out and do it with a rope about his neck : if the
matter propofed were generally approved, then it
thould pafs into a law; if it went in the negative,
the propofer to be immediately hanged. Great mi-
nifters may talk of what projelts they pleafe; bus
I am deceived, if a more effeGmal one could ever
be found for taking off (as the prefent phrafe is)
thofe hot, unquiet {pirits, who difturb aflemblies,
and obftru¢t public affairs, by gratifying t}}{cir
pride,
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ride, their malice, their ambition, OT their ava-

g0

rice.

Thofe who in a late reign began the diftinétion
berween the fw,-;/&;:.-:!and politic capacity, feem to
have had reafon, if they judged of princes by them-
felves; for 1 think, there is hardly to be found
through all nature 2 greater difference between twWo
things, than there is between 2 reprefenting com-
moner in the function of his public calling, and the

{ame pcrihn when he aéls in the common offices

of life. Here he 2llows himfelf to be upon 2 level
1s - here he follows his own

-

with the reft of morta
reafon, and his own way; and rather affects a fin-
gularity in his actions and thoughts, than fervilely
to copy either from the wifeft of his neighbours.
In {hort, here his folly and his wifdom, his reafon
and his paflions, are 21l of his own growth, not
the echo or infufion of other men. But when he
js got near the walls of his aflembly, he affumes
and affeés an entire fet of very different airs; he
cOnceives himfelf a being of a {fuperior nature to
¢hole without, and acing in a fphere, where the
vulgar methods for the conduét of human life can
be of no ufe. He 1 lifted in a party, where he
neither knows the temper, noY defigns, nor perhaps
the perfon of his leader; but whofe opinions he
follows and maintains with a zeal and faith as vio-
lent, as a young {cholar does thofe of a philofo-
pher, whefe fect he is taught to profels. He bath
neither opinions, nor thoughts, nor aétions, nOT
talk, that he can call his own, but 2l conveyed to
him by his leader, as wind is through an organ.
The nourifhment he TECEIVes, hath been not only
chewed, but digefted, before it comes into his
mouth. Thus inftruéted, he follows the party
right or Wrong through all its fentiments, and ac-
quires 2 courage and ftiffnefs of opinion not at all

congenial with him.
This encourages me 0 hope, that, during the
prefent
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prefent lucid interval, the members retired to their
homes may fufpend a while their acquired comple-
xions, and taught by the calmnefs of the fcene and
the feafon, reaffume the native fedatencfs of their
temper. If this thould be fo, it would be wife in
them, as individual and private mortals, to look
back a little upon the ftorms they have raifed as
well as thofe they have efcaped : 1o reflect, that the

have been authors of 2 new .and wonderful thing
in England, shich is, for a houfe of Commons to
lofe the univerfal favour of the numbers they repre-
fent ; to obferve, how thofe whom they thought
fit to perfecute for righteoufnefs fake, have been
openly carefled by the people; and to remember
how themfelves fat in fear of their perfons from
popular rage. Now, if they would know the fe-
cret of all this unprecedented proceeding in their
mafiers, they muft not impute it to their freedom
in debate, or declaring their opinions, but to that
unparliamentary abufe of fetting individuals upon
their fhoulders, who were hated by God and man.
For, it {feems, the mafs of the people, in fuch con-
Junctures as this, have opened their eyes, and will
not endure to be governed by Clodius and Curio
at the head of their Myrmidons, though thefe be
ever {0 numerous, and compofed of their own re-
prefentatives,

This averfion of the people againft the late pro-
ceedings of the Commons is an accident, that, if
it laft a while, might be improved to good ufes for
{etting the balance of power a little more upon an
equality, than their late meafures feem to promife
or admit. This accident may be imputed to two
caufes : the firft is an univerfal fear and apprehen-
fion of the greatnefs and power of France, whereof
the people in general feem to be very much and
juftly poffefled, and therefore cannot but refent to
fee it, info critical a junéture, wholly laid afide by

their minifters, the Commons, The other caufe
VoL.II, R is
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is a great love and fenfe of gratitude in the people
towards their prefent king, grounded upon 2 long
opinion and experience of his merit, as well as con=
ceffions to all their reafonable defires ; {o that it is
for fome time they have begun to fay, and to fetch
inftances, where he hath in many things been hard-
ly ufed. How long thefe humours may laft (for

affions are momentary, and efpecially thofe of 2
multitude), or what confequences they may pro-
duce, a little time will difcover. But whenever it
comes to pafs, that 2 popular affembly, free from
fuch obftruétions, and already poflefied of more

ower, than an equal balance will allow, {hall con-
sinue to think they have not enough, but by crampr

ing the hand that holds the balance, and by m-
cachments or di enfions with the nobles, endeavour
bly fee, in the com-

fill for more ; I cannot pofli
mon courfe of things, how he fame caufes can pro-
duce different effects, and confequences among s,

from what they did in Greece and Rome.
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ikhe, PUBLIC SPIRIT ‘of the WHIGS,
fet forth in their generous encouragement
of the author of the Crisis *,

With fome obfervations on the {eafonablenefs, can«
dor; erudition, and fiyle of that treatife,

{Upon the firt publication of this pamphlet, all the Scots Lords then
in London went ina body, and complained to Queen ANNE of
the affront put on them and their nation by the author of thig
treatife, Whereupon a proclamation was publifhed by her Maje-
fty, offering a reward of 3c0 L. to difcover him. The reafon fop
offering fo imall a fum was, that the Queen and miniftry had no
defire to have the author taken into cuftody. ]

I Cannot, without fome envy, and a juft refent-

ment againft the oppofite condu& of others, re-
fle¢t upon that-generofity and tendernefs, where-
with the heads and principal members of a ftrug-

- gling

* It was writtén in the year 1712, by the confent, if not the enw
couragement, of the minifters of that zra, in anfwer to the Crifis,
by Sir Richard Steele, Orrery,

The noble comméntator who appears in another inflaace to have
given an account of the works of his author, from a perufal of no
more than a title (2) in cthe Dublin editions, has been betrayed into
miftakes, which, if he had read the piece, he would have efcaped
This tra@, in the title which his Lordfhip confulted, is fzid to have
been written in the year 1712: but in that part of it which moft de-
ferves the notice of 2 critic, becaufe it occafioned a complaint in the
houfe of Lords, mention is made of a motion to diflolve the union,
which did not happen till 1713, The complaint, which is faid in
the note to happen upon the firff publication, was made the 2d of
March 1713-14, and the pamphlet, according to the cuftom of
printers, was dated 1714,

(@) See ke note on Voyage 1o Br obdingnig, chap, 6, wol, 4,
Rza in
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gling fadtion treat thofe who will undertake to hold
a pen in their defence. And the behaviour of thefe
patrons 1s yet the more laudable, becaufe the bene-
fits they confer are almott gratis. I any of their
labourers can fcratch out 2 pamphlet, they defire
70 more; there is N0 queftion offered about the
wit, the ftyle, the argument. Let a pamphlet come
out upon demand in a proper jundture; you {hall
be well and certainly paid 5 you fhall be paid be-
forehand ; every onc of the party who is able to
read, and can fpare a fhilling, {hall be a fubfcriber;
feveral thoufands of cach produdtion {hall be fent
antong their friends ‘through the kingdom ; the
work fhall be reported admirable, fublime, unan=
fwerable ; {hiall ferve to raife the finking clamours,
and confirm the fcandal of  introducing Popery
and- the Pretender upon the Queen and lier mi-
nifters.

Among the prefent writers on that fide I can T2
colle& but three of ‘any great diftin&ion, whichare
the -Flying Poft, My, Dunton, and the author of
he Crifis ¥. The firft of thefe feets to bave been
much funk in reputation; fince the fudden retredt
ofithe only true genuine original aquthor, Mr. Ridpaths
who is celebrated by the Dutch gazeteer as oné &
the - beft pens in England. Mr. Dunton hath been
longer and moOre converfant in books than any © '
the three, as well as more voluminous in his pro-
duétions : however, having employed his frudicsin

Tn the {tyle and conduft, this is one of the boldeft, as well as one
of the maft mafterly tradts that Swift ever wrote, - And 1 cannot
help obferving, that on whatever topic he employs his pen, the fub-
je& which he treats of is always fo exceliently managed; as to {eem
to have been the whole ftudy and application of his life : fo that he
appears the greateft maiter, through' a greater yariety of ‘materials;
than perhaps have been difcufed by any other avthor, Orrerys

% My, Steele was expelled the houfe of Commons for this pam™
phlet, at the very fame time that the houfe of Lords was moved a»
gainft the Dean 1ar the reply.

{o
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{o great a variety of other {ubjects, he hath, I thirik;
but lately turned his genius to polities, His famous
tradt, intitled, Neck; or #ot ing,”" muft ‘be aliowed to
be the fhrewdeft piéce; and written with te moft
fpirit'of any which hath appeared’ frém that fide
fince the change of the miniftry ¢+ it is indeed 4
moft cutting fatire ‘upon ‘the'Lord Treafipsn and
Lord -Bolingbroke; 'and’ I wonder none of our
friends ever undertook to anfiver ir, I confefs I
was at firft of the fame opinion with feveral good
judges, who, from the ftyle and manter, fuppofe
it to have iflued from the fliarp pen of the Barl of
Nottingham ; and’I am fill apt'to think' it mighe
teceive his Lordfhips laft hand, The third and
principal of thi§ triumvirate is the author eof the
Crifis ; who, although He muft yield to the Flying
Pgft in knowledge of the world, and fkill-in" poli
tics, and to Mr. Dunton'in keernels of fatire and
variety of reading, hath yet'other qualitiés eniough
to denominate hima writer of a fuperior clafs’ to
either'; provided hiéwould a litide regard the'pros
priety and” difpofition of his words, confult ‘the

grammatical part, -and ‘geti forne information in the

fubje@ he intends to handle: ¥

Omittiﬁ’g-the-'geﬁérous countenarice and éncous
ragement that havebeen {hewn o the perfons and
productions of the two fornier an thors, I.{hall here

only confider the’ great favour’ conferred upon the

laft. It hath beerf-advertifed for {everal months in
the Englifbman*; and’ other papers, that a pamph-
lét, called 2o Crifisy” {hould be publifhedat a pro-
per time in ordér “to opén the eyes of the nation;
It was propofed-to beprinted by fubfcription, price
a{hilling. This-was 4 litle our of form; becaufe
TubeEiptions'a&:e'ufually-b’egged only. for books of
grear priee; " anid fuch a5 are not likely tohavea ge-

® A paper written-by the fime author, ‘in favour of the preceding
adminiftration.

neral
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neral fale. Notice was likewife given of what thi3
pamphlet {hould contain; only an extrat from cer-
tain acts of parliament relating to the {ucceffiony
which at leaft muft fink nine pence in the fhilling;
and leave but three pence for the author’s political
refleftions; fo that nothing very wonderful or de-
cifive could be reafonably expected from this per-
formance. but2 work was to be dong, 2 hearty
writer to be encouraged, and accordingly many
thoufand copies Were befpoke. Neither could this
be fufficient; for when we expeéted to have our
bundles delivered us, all was ftopt ; the friends to
the caufe {prang a new project ; and it was advertif-
ed that the Crifis could not appear, ¢l the ladies
bad fhewn their zeal againft the pretender, as
well as the men: againft the pretender in the
bloom of his youth; reported to be handfome, and
endued with an anderftanding exactly of a fize tO
pleafe the fex. 1 fhould be glad to have feen 2
rinted lift of the fair {ubfcribers prefixed to this
pamphlet ; by which the Chevalier might know, he
was {o far from pretending t0 2 monarchy here, that
he could not {0 much as pretend t0 23 miftrefs.
At the deftined period, the firft news we hear;
is of a huge train of dukes, earls, vifcounts, ba-
rons, knights; efquires; gentlemen, and others,
going to Sam. Buckley’s the publifher of the Crifs,
w0 fetch home their cargoes, in order to tran{mit
them by dozens, {cores, and hundreds into the {fe-
veral counties, and thereby to preparc the wills and
underftandings of their friends againft the approach-
ing fefions. Adfk any of them, whether they have
read it ? they will anfwer, No ; but they have fent
it every where, and it will do a world of good. It
is a pamphlet, and a pamphlet, they hear, againft
the miniftry ; talks of {flavery, France, and the
Pretender : they defire no more; it will fetile the
wavering, confirm the doubtful, inflruét the igno-
rant, inflame the clamorous, although it never be

once
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once looked into. I am told by thofe who are cx.
pert in the trade, that the author and bookieller of
this twelve-penny treatife will be greater gainers
than from one edition of any folio that hath been
publifhed thefe twenty years.,” What needy writer
would not folicit to work under fuch mafters, who
will pay us beforehand, take off as much of our
ware as we pleafe at our own rates, and trouble not
themfelves to examine either before or after they
have bought it, whether it be ftaple or no ?

But, in order to illuftrate the implicit munificence
of thefe noble patrons, I cannot take a more effec-
tual method than by examining the produdion it-
{elf ; by which we fhall eafily find that it was never
intended, further than from the noife, the bulk,
and the title of Crifis, to do any {ervice to the fac-
tious caufe. The entire piece confifts of a title-
page, a dedication to the clergy, a preface, an ex-
tract from certain aés of parliament, and about
ten pages of dry refleGtions on the proceedings of
the Queen and her fervants ; which his coadjutors,
the Earl- of Nottingham, Mr, Dunton, and the
Flying Poft, had long ago fet before us in a much
clearer light,

In Popith countries, when fome impofter cries
out, 4 miracle! amiracle! it is not done with 3
hope or intention of converting heretics, but con-
firming the deluded vulgar in their errors< and fo
the cry goes round without €xamining inte the
cheat. Thus the Whigs among us give about the
Cry, A pamphlet ! a pamphler! The Cr; 15! the Cri-
Sis! not with a view of convincing their adyerfa-
ries, but to raife the fpirits of their friends, recall
their ftragglers, and unite their numbers by found
and impudence ; as bees affemble and cling toge-
ther by the noife of brafs,

"That no other effet could be imagined or hoped
for by the publication of this timely treatife, will
be manifeft from fome obvious refletions upon the

{evera]
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feveral parts of it3 wherein the follies, the falfe-
hoods, or the abfurdities, appear {o frequent, that
they may boldly contend for pumber with the
lines.
. When the hawker holds this pamphlet towards
you, the firft words you perceive are The Crifis 3
or, 4 Difcourfe, gc. . The . interpreter of Suidas
ives four cranflations of che word Grifis 3 2Ry 0
which may be a8 properly applied to this author’s
letter to, the bailiff of Srockbridge *- Next, what
he calls @ difconrfe confifts only of TW0 pages, pre-
fixed to gwenty-two more, which contain extralts
£rom adts of parliament ; for as to the twelve laft
pages, ey are-provided for bythemfelves in the title,
pnder the name of Some [fodfonable remarks on the
danger of @ Ropifh fu celfor . Another circumitance
worthy of our : nformation in the fitle-page, is, that
the crown hath been fettled by previats aéts, 1never
eard of anyact of parliament that wasnot previous
to what it onacted, unlefs thofe two, by, which the
Farl of Strafford and Sir John Fenwick loft their
heads, may pafs for cxceptions. A d{[co_wfe, repre=
onting from 1he M4 Luthentic recordss &C. He hath
‘borrowed this expreflion from fome Writer who
probably anderftood the words ; but this gentles
tnan hath altogether mifapplied them 3 and, under
favour, he wholly miftaken ; for a heap of ex-
tras from feveral ads of parliament cannot be
called difcourfe ; neither dol believe he copied
¢hem from the moft authentic records, which, as i
take it, are lodged in the ‘Tower, but out of {fome
common printed €Opy. ] grant there is nothing
material in all this, further than tO {hew the gene-
rofity of our adverfarics 1o encouraging 2 Writery

% Sieele addreffed alegterto the Bailiff of Stockbridge, who ap-
pears to have been reruening officer 107 this borough, which Steele
reprefented 10 patliaments

whe
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who cannot furnith out fo much as a title-page
with propriety or common fenfe.

Next follows the dedication to the clergy of the
church of England, wherein the modefty and the
meaning of the firft paragraphs are hardly to be
matched. He tells them, he hath made a * com-
““ ment upon the acts of fettlement, which he lays
“ before them, and conjures them to recommend
““ in their writings and difcourfes to their fellow-
“ fubjets : and be dath all this, out of a juft defe-
“¢ rence to their great power and influence.” This
is the right Whig fcheme of dire&ting the clergy
what to preach. The Archbithop of Canterbury’s
jurifdi¢tion extends no farther than over his own
province ; but the author of the Crifis conftitutes
himfelf vicar-general over the whole clergy of the
church of England. The bifhops in their letters
or {peeches to their own clergy proceed no farther
than to exhortation s but this writer conjures the
whole clergy of the church to recommend his com-
ment upon the laws of the land, in their writings and
difcourfes, 1 would fain know, who made him a
commentator upon the laws of the land : after which
it will be time enough to atk him, by what autho-
rity he direéts the clergy to recommend bis comments
from the pulpit or the prefs?

He tells the clergy, there are two circumflances
which place the minds of the people under their direc-
#ion 5 the firft circumBtance is their education ; the
fccond circumftance js the tenths of our lands,
This laft, according to the Latin phrafe, is fpoken
ad invidiam 5 for he knows well enough, they have
not a twentieth : but if you take it in his own way,
the landlord has nine parts in ten of the people’s
minds under his dire@ion, Upon this rock the
author before us is perpetually {plitting, as often
as he ventures out beyond the narrow bounds of
his literature. He hath a confufed remembrance
of words fince he left the univerfity ; but hath loft
ML 1. S half
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half their meaning, and puts them together with
no regard, except to their cadence ; asl remember
a fellow nailed up maps in 2 gentleman’s clofet,
fome fideling, others upfide down, the better to
adjuft them to the pannels.

T am fenfible it is of little confequence to their
caufe, whether this defender of it underftands
rammar or no ; and if what he would fain fay,
difcovered him to be 2 wellwither to reafon or
truth, I would be ready to make large allowances.
But when, with great difficulty, I defcry a compo-
fition of rancour and falfechood, intermixed with
plaufible nonfenfe, I feel a ftruggle between con-
tempt and indignation at feeing the character of a
cenfor, a guardian, an Englifbman, a commentator On
the laws, an inftruélor of the clergy, aflumed by 2
child of obfcurity without one fingle qualification
to fupport them.

This writer, who either affeéts, or is command-
ed of late to copy after the Bifhop of Sarum, hath,
out of the pregnancy of his invention, found out
an old way of infinuating the groffeft reflections
under the appearance of admonitions ; and is o
judicious a follower of the prelate, that he taxes
the clergy for ¢ inflaming their people with appre-
¢t henfions of danger to them and their conftitu-
< tion, from men who are innocent of fuch de-
¢ figns ;” when he muft needs confefs, the whole
defign of his pamphlet is to inflame the people with
apprehenfions of danger from the prefent miniftry,
whom we belicve to be at leaft as innocent men a3 the

aft.

What fhall T fay to a pamphlet, where the malice
and falfehood of every line would require an an-
fwer, and where the dulnefs and abfurdities will
not deferve one ?

By his pretending to have always maintained an
inviolable refpect to the clergy, he would infinuate,

that thofe papers among the Tatlers and Spectators,
where
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where the whole order is abufed, were not his own.
I will appeal to all who know the flatnefs of his
ityle, and the barrennefs of his invention, whether
he doth not grofsly prevaricate  was he ever able
to walk without leading-firings, or fwim without
bladders, without being difcovered by his hobbling
and his finking ? hath he adhered to his character
in his paper called the Englifbman, whereof he is
allowed to be the fole author without any compe-
tition ? what does he think of the letter figned by
himfelf, which relates to Molefworth *  in whoie
defence he affronts the whole convocation of Ire-
land ?

It is a wife maxim, That becaufe the clergy are
no civil lawyers, they ought not to preach obe-
dience to governors; and therefore they ought not
to preach temperance, becaufe they are no phyfi-
cians. Examine all this author’s writings, and then
point me out a divine who knoweth lefs of the con-
ftitution of England than he ; witnefs thofe many
cgregious blunders in his late papers, where he
pretended to dabble in the fubject,

But the clergy have, it feems, imbibed their no-
tions of power and obedience, abhorrent from our
laws, ¢ from the pompous ideas of imperial great-
‘“ nefs, and the fubmiffion to abfolute emperors,
This is grofs ignorance, below a fchool-boy in his
Lucius Florus.. The Roman hiftory wherein lads
are inftructed, reacheth little above eight hundred
years, and the authors do every where inftil re-
publican principles ; and from the account of nine
in twelve of the firft emperors we learn to have a

* The Right Honourable Robert Molefworth, Efq; one of the
privy council, and member of the houfe of Commons, created a
peer by King George I,  The lower houfe of tonvocation there pre-
ferred a complaint againft him for difrefpeétful words, which being
reprefented in England, he was removed from the council: to juttify
him ag inft this complaint, was the fubje@ of Sieele’s letter,
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deteftation againft tyranny. The Grecks carry
this point yet a great deal higher, which non€ can
be ignorant of, who hath read or heard them
quoted. This gave Hobbes the occafion of ad-
vancing a pofiton direétly contrary, That the youthr
of England were corrupted in their political prin-
ciples by reading the hiftories of Rome and Greece

which, having been writtens undet republics, taught
the readers to; have ill sotions of monarchy. 1n
this aflertion there was {omething {pecious, but that
advanced by the Crifis could only iffue from the
profoundett ignorance.

But would you know his (cheme of education for
young gentlemen at the univerfity ? itis, That they
{hould {pend their time in perufing thofc aces of

arliament, whereof his pamphlet is an extract,
which, ¢ if it had been done, the kingdom would
¢ jot be in its prefent condition, but every mems
¢ ber fent into the world thus inftruéted fince the
¢ yevolution; would  have been an advocate for
<« our rights and liberties.”

Here now is a_projeét for getting more MONEY
by the Crifis to have it read by tutors in the uni-
weehities. I thoroughly agree with him, that if
our ftudents had been thus employed for twenty
years paft, ¢ the kingdom had not been in its pre-
¢ f{ent condition :’* DBut we have too many Of
fuch proficients already among the young nobi-
lity and gentry, who have gathered up their poli-
cics from chocolate-houfes, and fa&ious clubs; and
who, if they had fpent their time in bard ftudy at
Oxford or Cambridge, we might indeed have faid,
‘hat the facious part of this kingdom had not been
in its prefent condition, or have faffered themfelves
to be taught, that a few alts of parliament, relat-
ing to the fucceflion, are preferable tO all other
civil inflitutions whatfoever. Neither did I ever
before hear, that an a&t of parliament rclating to

one
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ore patticular point could be called a civil infti-
tution, .

He fpends almoft a quarto page in telling the
clergy, that they will be certainly perjured; if they
bring in the pretender; whom they have abjured ;
and he wifely reminds themi, that they have fivorn
without equivocation or mental refervation; othere
wife the clergy might think fit, that as foon as they
reccived the pretendery and turned Papifts, they
would be free from their dgath,

This honeft, civil, ingenious gentleman knows
in his confcience, that there are not ten clergymen
in England, except nénjurers, who do not abhor
the thoughts of the pretender reigning over us,
much more than himfelf, But this is the fpittle
of the Bithop of Sarum #, which our author licks
up, and fivallows, and then coughs out again with
an addition of his own phlegm. I would fain fup-
pofe the body of the cletay were to return an
anfwer by one of their members ro thefe worthy
counfellors, I conceive it might be in the follow-
ing terms.

My Lord, and Gentleman,

““ The clergy command me to give you thanks
“ for your advice ; and if they knew any crimes,
““ from which either of you were as free, as they
¢ are from thofe which you {o. carneftly exhort
“ them to avoid, they would return your favour
‘“ as near as poffible in the fame ftyle and manner.
““ However, thatyour advice may not be wholly loft,
“ particularly that part of it which relates to the
““ pretender, they defire you would apply it to
more proper perfons.  Look among your own
leaders; examine which of them engaged in a
plot to reftore the late K. James; and received
“ pardons urder his feal ; examine which of them

€
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¢ have been fince tampering with his pretended foa,
¢ and, to gratify their ambition, their avarice,
« their malice and revenge, arc now willing to re-
¢ {tore him at the expence of the religion and li-
¢¢ berty of their country. Retire, good my Lord,
« with your pupil, and let us hear no nore of thefe
¢« hypocritical infinuations, left the Queen and
¢ minifters, who have been hitherto content with
<« only difappointing the lurking villanics of your
« f28tion, may be at laft provoked  t0 expofe
< them.”

But his refpeét for the clergy is fuch, that he
doth not infinuate, as if they really had thefe evil
difpofitions ; he only infinuates, that they give 700

much caufe for fuch infinuations.

I will, upon occafion, ftrip fome of bis infinua-
#ions from their generality and folecifms, and drag
them into the light. His dedication to the clergy 18
full of them, becanfe here he endeavours to mold
up his rancour and civility together ; by which
conftraint he is obliged to fhorten his paragraphs,
and to place them in fuch a light that they obfcure
one another. Suppofing therefore, that'1 have
{craped off his good manners in order to come€ at
his meaning, which lies ander ; he tells the ctergy,
that the favour of the QUEEN and her minifters 1
but a colour of zeal sowards them; that the people
were deluded by 2 groundlefs cry of the church’s
danger at Gacheverel’s trial ; that the clergy, as they
are men of [enfe and honour, ought O preach this
truth to their {everal congregations ; and let them
know, that the true defign of the prefent men in
power in that, and all their proceedings fince in fa-
vour of the church, wasto bring in Popery, France
and the Pretender, and to inflave all Europe, con-
trary to the laws of cur country, the power of the
Iégi‘rﬂature, the faith of mations, and the honour of

od.

I cannot
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I cannot fee why the clergy, as men of fenfe and
men of honour, (for he appeals not to them as men
of religion), thould not be allowed to know when
they are in danger, and be able to guefs whence it
comes, and, and who are their proteétors, The
defign of their deftru@ion indeed may have been
projected in the dark : But when all was ripe, their
cnemies proceeded to fo many overt adts in the face
of the nation, that it was obvious to the meaneft
people, who wanted no other motives to roufe
them. On the other fide, can this author or the
wifeft of his faction, aflign one fingle a& of the
prefent miniftry any way tending towards bringing
In the pretender, or to weaken the fucceffion of
the houfe of Hanover ? Obferve then the reafon-
ablenefs of this gentleman’s advice : The clergy,
the gentry, and the common people had the utmott
apprehenfions of danger to the church under the
late miniftry ; yet then it was the greateft impicty
Lo inflame the people with any fuch apprebenfions.
His danger of a Popifb fuccefior from any fteps of
the prefent miniftry is an artificial calumny, raifed
and fpread againft the conviction of the ventors,
pretended to be believed only by thofe who abhor
the conftitution in church and ftate ; an obdurate
faction, who compafs heaven and earth to reftore
themfelves upon the ruin of their country ; yet
here our author exhorts the clergy to preach up
this imaginary danger to their people, and difturb
the public peace with his ftrained {editious com-
ments,

But how comes this gracious licence to the cler-
gy from the #higs to concern themfelves with po-
litics of any fort, although it be only the gloffes
and comments of Mr. Steele ? The fpeeches of the
managers at Sacheverel’s trial, particularly thofe of
Stanhope, Lechmere, King, Parker *, and fome

* Thefe perfons were created peers by K, George 1.
others,
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others, feemed to deliver a different do&rine.
Nay, this very dedication complains of fume in holy
arders, whe have nade the conflitution of their coun-
#ry (in which and the Goptic - Mr. Steele is equally
dkilled) a wvery little part of their fludy, and yet
made ohedience and gouernment the frequent [fubjells
of their difcourfes. ‘This difficulty is eafily folved ;
for by pelitics they mean shedience. Mr. Hoadley 28
who  is a champion:for refiftance; Wwas DEVEr
charged with meddling out of his funétion ; Hugh
Peters, and his brethren, in - the times of ufurpa-
tion had full liberty t0 preach up fedition and re-
bellion ; and fo here Mr. Steele ifiues out his li-
cence to the clergy to preach up the danger of @
popifb pretender 10 defiance of the Queen and her
adminiftration.

Every whiffler in 2 laced coat, who frequents the
chocolate-houfe, and is able to fpell the utle of 2
pamphlet, thall talk of the conftitution with as
much plaufibility as this very folemn writer, and
with as good 3 grace blame the clergy for med-
diing with politics, which they do not underftand,
1 have known many oOf thefe able politicians fur-
nifhed, before they were of age, with all the ne-
ceflary topics of heir faftion, and by the help of
about twenty polyfyllable capable of maintaining
gn argument, that wonld fhine in the Crifis 3
whofe author gathered up his Jitdle frock from the
fame fchocls, and hath written from no other
fund. .

But after all, -it is not clear to me, whether this
gentleman addrefieth himf{elf to the clergy of Eng-
land in general, or only to thofe very few (hardly
enough, in cafc of a change, 0 fupply the morta-
lity of thofe fel~denying prelates he celebrates) who

Ly

eniamin Hoadly, created Bilhop of Bangor by K., George I
ford in 1721, to Salifbury in 1723, and

to Heret
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are in his principles, and among thefe only fuch as
live in and about London ; which probably will re-
duce the number to about half a dozen at moft.
I fhould incline to guefs the latter ; becaufe he tells
them they “ are furrounded by a learned, wealthy.
“ knowing gentry, who know with what firmnefs,
¢ {elf-denial, and charity the bithops adhered to
“ the public caufe, and what contumelies thofe
¢ clergymen have undergone, &c. who adhered to
¢ the caufe of truth.” By thofe terms, * the pu-
¢ blic caufe, and the caufe of truth,” he under-
ftands the caufe of the Whigs, in oppofition to the

ueen and her {ervants 5 therefore by the ¢ learn-
“ ed, wealthy. and knowing gentry,” he muft
underftand the bank and Eaf-india “ompany, and
thofe other merchants or citizens within the bills
of mortality, who have been firenuous againt the
church and crown, and whofe {pirit of faction hath
lately got the better of their intereft. For let him
fearch all the reft of the kingdom, he will find the
[urrounded clergy, and the furrounding gentry whol-
ly ftrangers to the merits of thofe prelates ; and
adhering to a very different caufe of truth, as will
foon, Thope, be manifeft by a fair appeal to the
reprefentatives of both.

It was very unneceflary in this writer to befpeak
the treatment of contempt and derifion, which the
clergy are to expet from his faction, whenever
they come into power. I believe that venerable
body is in very little concern after what manner
their moft mortal enemies intend to #reaf them,
whenever it thall pleafe God for our fins to vifit us
with {o faral an event; which I hope it will be the
united endeavours both of clergy and laity to hin-
der. It would be fome fupport to this hope, if I
could have any opinion of his predicting talent,
(which fome have afcribed to people of this au-
thor’s charadter), where he tells us, that notfe and
wrath will not always pafs for zeal. What other
inftances of zeal hath this gentleman or the reft of

Vou.II, ¥ his
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his party been able to produce ? If clamour be
noife, it is but opening our ears to know from
what fide it comes; and if fedition, {currility,
flander, and calumny be the fruit of wrath, read

the pamphlets and papers iffuing from the zealots of
that fadtion, or vifit their clubs and coffee-houfes,
in order to form a judgment of the tree.

When Mr. Steele tells us, ¢ we have religion
¢ hat wants no fupport from the enlargement of
¢ fecular power, but is well fupported by the wif-
« dom and piety of its preachers, and its own
¢ pative truth 3> it would be good to know what
religion he profefleth : for the clergy to whom he
{peaks will never allow him a member of the church
of England. They cannot agree, that the #ruth of
the golpel, and the piety and wifdom of its preach-
ers, are a fufficient fupport in an evil age againft
infidelity, faction, and vice, without the affiftance
of fecular power ; unlefs God would pleafe to confer
the gift of miracles on thofe who wait at the altar.
I believe they venture to go a litde further, and
think, that upon fome occafions they want a litde
enlargement of affitance from the fecular power againit
Atheifts, Deifts, Socinians, and other heretics. E-
very firft Sunday in Lent a part of the Liturgy is
read ta the people, in the preface to which the
church declares her withes for the reftoring of thzt
difcipline fhe formerly had, and which, for fome
years paft, hath been more wanted than ever. But
of this no more, left it might infinuate jealoufies be-
tween the clergy and laity which, the author tells
us, is the ¢ policy of vain ambitious men among
¢ the former, in hopes to derive from their order
¢ a veneration they cannot deferve from their vir-
¢ tue.” If this be their method for procuring ve-
neration, it is the moft fingular that ever was
thought on; and the clergy would then indeed have
no more to do with politics of any {ort than Mr.
Q:ecle or his faction will allow them.

T ——
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Having thus toiled through his dedication, I pro-
ceed to confider his preface, which, half confifting
of quotation, will be fo much the {ooner got
through. Itisa very unfair thing in any writer to
employ his ignorance and malice together ; becaufe
it gives his anfwerer double work : it is like the
fort of fophiftry that the logicians call 2o mediums,
which are never allowed in the fame fyllogifm. A
writer with a weak head, and a corrupt heart, is
an over-match for any fingle pen; like a hireling
jade, dull and vicious, hardly able to fiir, yet of-
fering at every turn to kick.

He begins his preface with fuch an account of the
original of power, and the nature of civil infiitu.
tions, as I am confident was never once imagined
by any writer upon government, from Plato to
Mr. Locke. Give me leave to tranferibe his frft
paragraph. < T never faw an unruly croud of
*“ people cool by degrees into temper, but it gave
*“ me an idea of the original of power, and the na-
““ ture of civil inftitutions. One particular man
““ has ufually in thofe cafes, from the dignity of
*“ his appearance, or other qualities known or ima-
* gined by the multitude, been received into fud-
*“ den favour and authority ; the occafion of their
difference has been reprefented to him, and the'
¢ matter referred to his decifion.”

I have known a poet, who never was out of
England, introduce 2 fa& by way of fimile, which
could probably no where happen nearer than in the
plains of Lybia ; and begin with, So 7 have Jeen *,
Such a fition, I fuppofk, may be juftified by poe-
tical licence; yet Virgil is much more modett,
This paragraph of Mr. Steele’s, which he fets down
as an obfervation of his own, is a miferable man-
gled tranflation of fix verfes out of that famous
poet, who fpeaks after this manner : 45 when a

* Seethe ITspi 829%c, vol. s.
2 fedition
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fedition arifes in a great mulsitude, &c. then if they

:ﬁee a wife grave man. &c. Virgil, who lived but 2

lictle after the ruin of the Roman republic, where
{editions often happened, and the force of oratory
was great among the people, made ufe of a fimile,
which Mr. Steele turns into 2 fa& after fuch 2
manner, as if he had feen .t 2 hundred times ; and
builds upon it a fyitem of the origin of govern-
ment. When the vulgar here in England affemble
s a riotous manner, (which is not very frequent
of late years), the prince takes a much more effec-
tual way than that of fending orators to appeafe
them : but Mr. Steele imagines fuch a croud of
people as this, where there is no government at all 5
their unrulinefs quelled, and their paflions cooled by
a particular man, whofe great qualities they had
}nown before. Such an affembly muft have rifen
fuddenly from the earth, and the man of authority
dropt from the clouds ; for without fome previous
form of government NO {fuch croud did ever yet
affemble, or could pofiibly be acquainted with the
merits and dignity of any particular man. AMONG
them. But topurfue his {cheme ; this man of au-
thority, who codls the croud by degrees, and to
whom they all appeal,. muift of neceflity prove ci-
ther an open or clandefline tyrant. A clandeftine
zyrant 1 take to be a king of Brentford, who keeps
his army in difguife; and whenever he happens ci-
ther to die naturally, be knocked on the head, or de-
pofed, the people calmly take further mea fures and in-
prove upon what was begun under bis unlimited power.
‘All this our author tells us, with extreme proprie-
ty, is what [feems reafonable to commaon [enfe s that is,
in other words, it feems reafonable to reafon. ‘This
1s what he calls giving an idea of the original of pow-
er, and the nature of civil inftitutions. 'To which I
anfwer, with great phlegm, that I defy any man
alive to fhew me, in double the nmmber of lines,

although writ by the fame author, fuch a compli-
cated
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cated ignorance in hiftory, human nature, or poli-
tics, as well as in the ordinary proprieties of thought
or of ftyle. {

But it feems thefe profound fpeculations were
only premifed to introduce fome quotations in fa-
vour of refjftance.  'What hath refiffance to do with
the fucceflion of the houf: of Hanover, that the
Whig writers {thould perpetually affect to tag them
together? I can conceive nothing elfe, but that
their hatred to the Queen and miniftry puts them
upon thoughts of introducing the fucceflor by ano-
ther revolution. Are cafes of extreme necelfity to
be produced as common maxims, by which we are
always to proceed ? Should not thefe gentlemen
fometimes inculcate the general rule of obedience,
and not always the exception of refiftance ? fince
the former hath been the perpetual diGate of all
laws both divine and civil, and the latter js fall in
difpute.

I fhall meddle with none of the pafiages he cites
to prove the lawfulnefs of refifting princes, except
that from the prefent Lord Chancellor’s * {peech in
defence of Dr, Sacheverel 5 that ‘¢ there are extra-
“ ordinary cafes, cafes of neceflity, which are im-
¢ plied, although not exprefled, in: the general
;¢ rule [of obedience].” Thefe words, very clear
in themfelves, Mr. Stecle explains into. nonfenfe ;
which in any other author I thould fuf; pect to have
been intended as a refleion upon-as great a per-
fon as ever filled or adorned that high ftation : but
I am {o well acquainted with his pen, that I much
more wonder how it can trace out a true quotation
than a falfe comment, To fee him treat my Lord
Harcourt with fo much civility, looks indeed a little

* Sir Simon Harcourt, who, at the time of Sacheverel’s trial,
had refigned his place of attorney-general, which he afterwards ac-
cepted again ; upon the change of the miniftry, he was made Lord
Keeper, and in 1711 created a baron,

fufpicious,
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fufpicious, and as if he had malice in his heart.
He calls his Lordthip a very great man, and a great
living authority ; places himifelf in company with
Gen. Stanhope and Mr. Hoadley ; and, in fhort,
cakes the moft effeftual method in his power of
ruining his Lordfhip in the opinion of every man,
who is wife or good. I can only tell my Lord Har-
court for his comfort, that thefe praifes are encum-
bered with the doétrine of refiffance, and the true
revolution-principles ; and provided he will not al-
low Mr. Steele for his commentator, he may hope
to recover the honour of being libelled again, as
well as his fovereign and fellow-fervants.

We now come to the Crifis; where we meet with
two pages by way of introdudtion to thofe extracts
from acts of parliament, that conftitute the body
of his pamphlet, This introduéion begins with 2
definition of liberty, and then proceeds in a pane-
gyric upon that great blefiing. His panegyric is
made up of half a dozen {hreds, like a fchoolboy’s
theme, beaten general topics, where any other man
alive might wander {ecurely ; but this politician,
by venturing to vary the good old phrafes, and give
them a new turn, COmMMits an hundred folecifms
and abfurdities, The weighty truths, which he en-
deavours to prefs upon his reader, are fuch as thefe.
That liberty is a very good thing 5 that avithout liberty
ave cannot be free 5 that health is good, and firength
is good, but liberty is better than either 3 that o man
can be happy without the liberty of dring whatever bis
own mind tells bim is beft 3 that men of quality love
liberty, and common peaple love liberty 5 €ven WOMEN
and children love liberty ; and you cannot pleafe
them better than by letting them do what they
pleafe. Had Mr. Steele contented himf{elf to deli-
ver thefe and the like maxims in fuch intelligible
terms, I could have found where we agreed and
where we differed. But let us hear fome of thefe
axioms, as he hath involved them. ¢ We cannot

: <« poflefs
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*-poflefs our fouls with pleafure and fatisfa&tion,
¥ except we preferve in ourfelves that ineftimable
*“ blefling, which we call liberty. By liberty I de-
¢ fire to be underftood to mean the happinefs of
*“ mens living, &c.——The true life of man con-
““ fifts in conduéting it according to his own juift
*¢ fentiments and innocent inclinations—— man’s
“ being is degraded below that of a free agent,
*“ when his affeGions and paflions are no longer
" governed by the ditates of his own mind.,——
“ Without liberty our health (among other things)
* may be at the will of a tyrant employed to our
‘¢ own ruin and that of our fellow-creatures,” If
there be any of thefe maxims which is not grofsly
defedtive in truth, in fenfe, orin grammar, I wiil
allow them to pafs for uncontrollable. By the firft,
omitting the pedantry of the whole expreflion,
there are not above one or two nations in the
world, where any one man can polffefs bis foul with
pleafure and Jatisfattion. In the fecond, he defires to
be underftood to mean ; that is, he defires to be meant
10 mean, or to be underftood to underftand. In
the third, zhe /ife of man confifts in conduéiing his life.
In the fourth he aflirms, that mens beings are de-
graded, when their paffions are no longer governed by
the dictates of their own minds ; directly contrary to
the leflons of all moralifts and legiflators ; who a-
gree unanimoufly, that the paflions of men muft
be under the government of reafon and law ; nei-
ther are laws of any other ufe than to corre¢t the
irregularity of our affetions. By the laft, our
bealth is ruinous 1o ourfelves and sther men when a ty-
7ant pleafes ; which I leave to him to make out.

I cannot fufficiently commend our anceftors for
tranimitting to us the blefling of liberty ; yet hay-
INg laid cut their blood and treafure upon the purchafe,
I do not fee how they aéted parfimonioufly ; becaufe
I can conceive nothing more generous than that of
employing our blood and treafure for the fervice of

~ others,
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s. But Iam fuddenly fruck with the thought,
that I have found his meaning ; our anceftors act=

152
other

ed parﬁmoniouﬂy, becaufe they only fpent their
own treafure for the the good of their pofterity ;
whereas we fquandered away the treafures of our
pofterity to0 ; but whether they will be thankful,
and think it was done for the prefervation of their
liberty, muft be left to them{elves for 2 decifion.

I verily belicve, although I could not prove it in
Weftminfter-hall before a Lord Chief Juftice, that
by enemies 1o our con flitution, and enesmies to our pre=
fent eftablifbment, AIr. Steele would defire to be under=
ftood to mean MY T,ord Treafurer and the reft of the
miniftry : by thofe who are grown fupine in proportion
#0 the danger to which our lherty is every day more
expofed, T fhould guefs he means the Tories : and
by honeft men who ought to lock up with a [pirit ihat
becomes honefty, he underftands the Whigs. I like-
wife believe he would take it ill, or think me frupid,

.f T did not thus expound him., I fay then, that,
according to this expofition, the four great officers
of ftate, together with the reft of the cabinet coun-
cil (except the archbifhop of Canterbury #), arc ene=
mies to our c:[.r’af»!{/?mzezzt, making artful and open at-
tacks upon our conflitution, and are NOW prallifing
indirec? arts, and mean fubtilties to weaken the fecuri=
ty of thofe aéts of parliament for fettling the fuccef-
Gon in the houfe of Hanover. The firft and moft
notorious of thefe criminals is, Robert Harley,
Far} of Oxford, Lord High Treafurer, who is re-
puted to be chicf minifter : the fecond is, James
Butler, Duke of Ormond, who commands the ar-
my, and defigns tO employ it in bringing OVer the
render : the third is, Henry St. John, Lord Vif-
count Bolingbroke, fecretary of ftare, who muft be
fuppofed to hold a conftant correfpondenge at the
court of Bar le Duc, as the late Earl of Godolphin

# D, Tennifon.
did
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did with that at St. Germains: and to avoid tedi-
oufnefs, Mr. Bromley +, and the reft, are employ-
ed in their {feveral diftricts to the fameend. Thefe
are the opinions which Mr. Steele and his faction,
under the direction of their leaders, are endeavour-
ing, with all their might, to propagate among the
people of England concerning the prefent miniftry;
with what refervation to the honour, wifdom, or
juftice of the Queen, I cannot determine; who,
by her own free choice, after long experience of
their abilities and integrity, and in compliance to
the general withes of her people, called them to
her fervice. Such an accufation againft perfons in
{o high truft fhould require, I think, at leaft one
fingle overt adt to make it good. If there be no
other choice of perfons fit to ferve the crown with-
out danger from the pretender, except among thofe
who are called the Whig party, the Hanover fuc-
ceffion is then indeed in a very defperate ftate : that
illuftrious family will have almoft nine in ten of
the kingdom againtt it, and thofe principally of the
landed intereft ; which is moft to be depended up-
on in fuch a nation as ours.

I have now got as far as his extralts, which I
fhall not be at the pains of comparing with the o-
riginals, but fuppofe he hath gotten them fairly
tranfcribed : I onlythink, that whoever is patentec
for printing ats of parliament may have a very
fair aftion againft him for invafion of property :
but this is none of my bufinefs to inquire into.

After two and twenty pages {pent in reciting alts
of parliament, ¢ he defires leave to repeat the hif-
*“ tory and progrefs of the union;” upen which I
have fome few things to obferve. '

This work, he tells us, was unfuccefsfully attempt-
ed by feveral of her M.jefty’s predecffors 5 although

1 Speaker of the houfe of Commons,

Vor.II, U Ide
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I do not remember it was ever thought on by an¥
except K. James L. and the late K. William. 1 have
read indeed that fome fiall overtures were made by
the former of thefe princes towards an union between
the two kingdoms, but rejeéted with indignation and
contempt by the Englith: and the hiftorian tells us,
that how degenerate and corrupt foever the court
and parliament then were, they would not give €ar
to fo infamous a propofal. 1 do not find, thatany
of the fucceeding princes before the revolution €-
ver refumed the "defign; becaufe it was a project
for which there could not poflibly be affigned the
Jeaft reafon or neceflity s for I defy any mortal to
name one fingle advantage that England could ever
expett from fuch an union.

But towards the end of the late King’s reign, up-
on apprehenfions of the want of iffue from him or
the Princefs Anne, a propofition for uniting both
kingdoms was begun ; becaufe Scotland had not
fettied their crown upon the houfe of Hanover, but
left themfelves at large in hopes to make their ad-
vantage; and 1t was thought highly dangerous to
leave that part of the ifland, inhabited by a poor
fierce northern people, at liberty to put themielves
under a different king, However, the oppofition
to this work was fo great, that it could not be o-
vercome until fome time after her prefent Majefty
came to the crown; when by the weaknels or cor-
ruption of a certain minifter, fince dead, an act of
parliament was obtained for the Scots, which gave
ihem leave to arm themfelves i; and fo the union
became neceflary, not for any actual good it could
poffibly do us, but to avoid a probable evil ; and
at the fame time fave an obnoxious minifter’s head
who was fo wife as to take the firit opportunity of

15

1 The author’s memory failed him a little in this affertion, &s
one of his anfwerers obferved.
4 Sce the Examiner, No XIX, at the end, vol. 2.
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procuring a general pardon by a® of parliament,
becaufe he could not, with {fo much decency and
fafety, defirc a particular one for himfelf, Thefe
tacts are well enough known to the whole of the
kingdom. And Iremember, difcourfing above fix
years ago with the moft confiderable * perfon of
the adverfe party, and a great promoter of the u-
nion, he frankly owned to me, that this neceflity,
brought upon us by the wrong management of the
Earl of Godolphin, was the only canfe of the u-
nion. |

Therefore I am ready to grant two points to the
author of the Crifis : fir/#, That the union became
neceflary for the caufe above related ; becaufe it
prevented this ifland from being governed by two
kings ; which England would never have fuffered :
and it might probably have coft us a war of a year
or two to reduce the Scots. Secondly, That it
would be dangerous to break this union, atleaft in
this juncture, while there is a pretender abroad,
who might probably lay hold of fuch an opportu-
nity. And this made me wonder a little at the {pi-
rit of faction laft fummer among fome people, who
having been the great promoters of the union, and
feveral of them the principal gainers by it §, could

yet proceed o far as to propofe in the houfe of"

Lords, that it thould be difiolved ; while at the
fame time thofe peers, who had ever oppoled it in
the beginning, were then for preferving it, upon
the reafon I have juft affigned, and which the au-
thor of the Crifis hath likewife taken notice of.

* Lord Somers. _ y

T The Duke of Argyle, who zealoufly prémoted the unjon, the
Earl of Mar, Mr, Lockhart, and Mr, Cockburn, having been depu-
ted on purpofe, remonftrated to the Queen againft the malt-tax,
which they faid would probably prompt the Scots to declare the u-
nion diffolved, The Earl of Findlater foon aftermoved the houfe of
Eords, for leave 10 bring in a bill for diffolving the union. He was
feconded by the Earl of Mar, and fupported by Lord Eglinton, the
Earl of Hay, the Duke of Argyle, and others,
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But when he tells us, the Engli/bmer. ought, in ge-
nerofity, to be more particularly careful in preferving
1his unian, he argues like himfelf. Thelate kingdom
of Seotland, {aith he, had as numerous a nobility as
England, &c. They had indeed ; and to that we
owe one of the great and neceflary evils of the u-
nion upon the foot it nOW ftands.  Their nobility
is indeed fo numerous, that the whole revenues O
their country would be hardly able to maintain
them according to the dignity of their titles ; and
what is infinitely worfe, they are never likely to be
extinét until the laft period of all things ; becaufe
the greateft part of them defcend to heirs general.
I imagine a perfon of quality prevailed on to marry
. woman much his inferior, and without 2 groat to
her fortune, and her friends arguing the was as
good as her hufband, becaufe fhe brought him as
numerous a family of relations and fervants as fhe
found in his houfe. Scotland, in the taxes, is ob-
liged to contribute one penny for every forty pence
laid upon England ; and the reprefentatives they
fend to parliament are about 2 thirteenth, Every
other Scots peer hath all the privileges of an Eng-
lith one, except that of fitting in parliament, and
even precedence before all of the fame title that
fhall be created for the time to come. The pen-
fions and employments poffefled by the natives of
that country now among us, do amount to more
than the whole body of their nobility ever fpent at
hiome; and all the money they raife upon the pu-
blic is hardly {ufficient to defray their civil and mi-
litary lifts. I could point out fome with great ti-
tles, who affected to appear very vigorous fer dif-
{olving the union, although their whole revenues
before that period would have ill maintained 2
Welth juftice of the peace; and have fince gather-
ed more money than ever any Scotfman, who had
not travelled, could form an idea of.

I have only one thing more to fay upon occafion
L
of
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of the union-at ; which is, that the author of the
Crifis may be fairly proved, from his own citations,
to be guilty of Hi1GH TREAson. Ina paper of his
called the Englithman, of Oéober 29. there is an
advertifement about taking in fubfcriptions for
printing the Crifis, where the title is publithed at
length with the tollowing claufe, which the author
thought fit to drop in the publication ; [‘“ and that
““ no power on carth can bar, alter, or make void
““ the prefent fettlement of the crown, &c.” By
Richard Stecle.] In his extrac of an act of par-
liament made fince the union, it appears to be
““ high treafon for any perfon, by writing or print-
‘ ing, to maintain and aflirm, that the kings or
“ queens of this realm, with and by the authority
“ of parliament, are not able to make laws and
“ ftatutes of fuflicient force and validity to limit
“ and bind the crown, and the defcent, limitation,
““ inheritance, and goveynment thereof,” Thisadt
being fubfequent to the fettlement of the crown,
confirmed at the union, it is probable fome friend
of the author advifed him to leave out thofe #req-
Jonable words in the printed title-page, which he hac
before publifhed in the advertifement ; and accord-
ingly we find, that in the treatife itfelf he only ¢ of-
“ fers it to every good fubjeét’s confideration, whe-
““ ther this article of the fettlement of the crown is
“ not as firm as the union itfelf, and as the fertle-
“ ment of Epifcopacy in England, &c.” And he
thinks the ¢ Scots underfiood it {o, that the fuc
* ceflion to the crown was never to be controvert-
€< ed'n

Thefe I take to be only treafonable infinuations ;
but the advertifement before-mentioned is actually
high-treafon ; for which the author ought to be pro-
fecuted, if that would avail any thing under a jurift
di¢tion, where curfing the QgEEI\ is not above the
penalty of twenty marks,

Nothing is more notorious than that the Hhies of

late
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Jate years; both :n their writings and difcourfes;
have affeéted, upon all occafions, to allow the le-
gitimacy of the pretender. This makes me a little
wonder to fee our author labouring to prove the
contrary, by producing all the popular chat of thofe
times, and other folid arguments from Fuller’s nar-
rative : but it muft be fuppofed, that this gentle-
man aéts by the commands of his {uperiors, who
have thoughtfitat thisjunétureto iTae outnew orders
for reafons beft known to chemielves. 1 wifh they
had been more clear in their direétions to him upon
that weighty point, whether the fettlement of the
fucceflion in the houfe of Hanever be alterable or
no. Ihave obferved where, in his former pages,
he gives it in the negative; but in the turning of a
leaf, he hath wholly changed his mind. He tells
us, - e wonders there can be found any Briton
«« weak enough to contend againft a power in their

¢ own nation, which is praétifed in a much greater

<¢ degree in other ftates: and -how hard it is, that
¢« Britain {hould be debarred the privilege of efta-
¢¢ blifhing its own {ccurity, by relinquifhing only
<«¢ thofe branches of the royal line, which threaten
«¢ it with deftruétion ; whilit other nations never
¢¢ {cruple upon le{s occafions to go much greater
¢t lengths ;” of which he produceth inftances in
France, Spain, Sicily, and Sardinia; and then adds,
«¢ can Great Britain help to advance men to other
«¢ thrones; and have no power in limiting its own?
¢ How can a fenator, capable of doing honour to
¢t Sir Thomas Hanmer,” be guilty of fuch ridicu-

lous inconfiftencies f The author of the ¢ Condudck
¢ of the allies,” fays he, * hath dared to drop m-

¢ finnations about altering the fucceffion.” The
¢ author of the * Conduét of the allies” writes
fenfe and Englifh ; neither of which the author of
the Crifis underftands. The former thinks it
«« wrong in point of policy to call in a foreign
¢ power to be guarantce of our fucceflion, becaufe

£ 3
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*“ it puts it out of the power of our own legiflature
“ to change our fucceflion without the confent of
“ that prince or ftate who is guarantee, whatever
*“ neceflity may happen in future times.” Now, if
it be high treafon to affirm by writing, that the
legiflature hath no fuch power; and if Mr. Steele
thinks it firange, that Britain thould be debarred
this privilege, what could be the'crime of putting
fuch a cafe, that in future ages a neceflity might
happen of limiting the fucceffion, as well as it hath
happened already ?

When Mr. Steele ¢ refleés upon the many {o-
*¢ lemn, ftrong barriers (to our fucceffion) of laws
*“ and oaths, &c,” he ¢ thinks all fear vanitheth
* before them.” I think {o too, provided the epithet
Jolemn goes for nothing ; becaufe, although I have
often heard of a folemn day, a [olemn feaft, and a
Jolemn coxcomb, yet I can conceive no idea to my-
felt of a folemn barrier, However, be that as it
willy his #houghts, it fecms, witl not let him re Z, but,
before he is aware, ke afks himfelf feveral queftions; and
fince he cannot refolve them, I will endeavour to
give him what fatisfaction I am able, The firft is,
What are the marks of a lafling fecurity ? To which
T anfwer, that the figns of it in a kingdom or ftate
are, firft, good laws; and, {fecondly, thofe laws
well executed : we are pretty well provided with
the former, but extremely defeétive in the latter.
Secondly, What are cur tempers and our hearts
at home ? 1f by ours he means thofe of himfelf and
his abettors, they are moft damnably wicked ; im-
patient for the death of the QUEEN ; ready to
gratity their ambition and revenge by all defperate
methods ; wholly alienate from truth, law, reli-
gion, mercy, conicience, or honour. Thirdly,
In what hands is power lodged abroad? To anfwer

the queftion natura ly, Louis XIV. is King of

w

s

rance, Philip V. (by the counfel and acknowledg-
nents of the Whigs) is King of Spain, and fo on.
It
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the Duke of Marl-
ady money than

all the kings of Chriftendom together ; but by the
eculiar difpofition of providence it is locked up 1n
a trunk, to which his ambition hath no key; an

160

If by power he means mMONey ;
borough is thought to have more re

that is our fecurity. Fourthly, Are our unnati-
ral divifions our firength ¢ I think not; but they
are the fign of it, for being unnatural they cannot
laft: and this thews, that union, the foundation of
all ftrength, 1s more agrecable to our nature.
Fifthly, Is it nothing 1o 15 which of the princes of
Eurcpe has the longeft fword? Not much, if we can
tie up his hands, or put a frrong fbield into thofe of
his neighbours ; or if our fword be as [harp as his1s
long ; or if it be neceflary for him to turn his own
Jfword into 2 ploughfbare 5 or if fuch a fword happen-
eth to be in the hands of an infant, 0¥ {ftruggled for
by two COmPELLors, Sixthly, The powerful hand
shat deals out crowns and kingdoms a’l around us, may
it not in time reach a king out 1o us 100 2 If the power-
ful hand he means be that of France, it may reac
out as many kings as it pleafeth ; but we will not
accept them. “Whence does this man get his intel-
ligence ? T fhould think, even his brother Ridpath
might furnith him with betrer. ‘What crowns OF
kingdoms hath France dealt about? Spain was given
by the will of the former King, in conlequence O
chat infamous treaty of partition, the advifer of
which will, I hope, pever be forgot in England.
Sicily was difpofed of by her Majeity of Great Bri-
tain; fo in effect was Gardinia. France indeed
once reached out a King to Poland, but the people
would not receive him. This queition of Mr.
Steele’s was therefore only put in terrorems, without
any regard to truth, Seventhly, Are there mo
pretenfions to our crown that can ever be revived ?
There may, for ought I know, Dbe about a dozen
ind thofe in time may poffibly beget & hundred ;
bt we muft do as well as we can. Captain Beflus,
when

B
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when he had fifty challenges to anfwer, protefted
he could not fight above three duels a-day, ¢ If
““ the pretender thould fail,” fays the writer, ¢ the
 French King has in his quiver a fucceffion of
¢¢ them ; the Duchefs of Savoy, or her fons, or
¢ the Daupliin her grandfon.” Let me fuppofe the
Chevalier de St. George to be dead ; the Duchefs
of Savoy will then be a pretender, and confequent-
ly muft leave her hufband, becaufe his Royal High-
nefs (for Mr. Steele has not yet acknowledged him
for a king) is in alliance with her Britith Majefty ;
her {fons when they grow prefenders, muft undergo
the fame fate. ButI am at a lofs how to difpofe of
the Dauphin, if he happen to be King of France
before ¢he pretender/bip to Britain falls to his thare;
for I doubt he will never be perfuaded to remove
out of his own kingdom, only becaufe it is too near
England.

But ¢ the Duke of Savoy did, fome years ago,
¢ put in his claim to the crown of England in right
“ of his wife, and he is a prince of great capacity,
¢ in ftri¢t alliance with France, and may therefore
*¢ very well add to cur fears of a Popith fucceflor.”
Is it the fault of the prefent or of any miniftry,
that this prince put in his claim? muft we give him
opium to deftroy his capacity ? or can we prevent
his alliance with any prince, whois in peace with
her Majefty ? Muft we fend to ftab or poifon all
the Popifh princes, who have any pretended title to
our crewn by the proximity of blood? What, in
the name of God, can thefe people drive at ! what is
it they demand ! Suppofe the prefent Dauphin were
now a man, and King of France, and next Popifb
heir to the crown of England; is he not excluded
by the laws of the land ? But what regard will he
have to our laws ? I anfwer, Hath not the QuUEeEN
as good a title to the crown of Framnce ? and how
is the excluded, but by their law againft the fuccef-
fion of females, which we are not bound to ac-

Vor. IL X knowledge ?




162 THE PUBLIC SPIRIT

knowledge? And is it not in our power to exclude
female fucceffors, as well as in theirs? If fuch a
pretence thall prove the caufe of a war, what hu-
man power can prevent it ! But our caufe muft
neceflarily be good and righteous ; for either the
kings of England have been unjuftly kept out of
the pofieflion of France, or the Dauphin, although
neareft of kin, can have no legal title to England.
And he muft be an ill prince indeed, who will not
have the hearts and hands of ninety-nine in an
hundred among his fubjeCts againft fuch a Popifh
pretender.

I have been the longer in anfwering the feventh
queftion, becanfe it led me to confider all he had
afterwards to fay upon the fubjet of the pretender.
Eightly, and laftly, he aflcs himfelf, Whe-
ther Paopery and Ambition are become tame and quiet
neighbours ? In this I can give him no {fatisfaction,
becaufe I never was in that ftreet where they live ;
nor do I converfe with any of their friends; only I
find they are perfons of a very evil reputation, But
I am told for certain, that Ambition hath removed
her lodging, and lives the very next door to Fac-
tion, where they keep fuch a racket, that the
whole parith is difturbed, and every night in an
uproar,

Thus much in anfwer to thofe eight uneafy que-
flions put by the author to himfelf in order to Ja-
tisfy every Briton, and give him an occafion of zak-
ing an impartial view of the affairs of Europe in ge-
neral, as well as of Great Britain in particular,

After enumerating the great ations of the confe-
derate armies under the command of Prince Eugene
and the Duke of Marlborough, Mr Stecle obferves,
in the bitternefs of his foul, that the ¢ Britifh ge-
¢ neral, however unaccountable it may be to po-
¢ fierity, was not permitted to enjoy the fruits of
¢ his glorious labour.” Ten'years fruits, it feems,
were not {ufficient, and yet they werce the fruitful-

left
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feft campaigns that ever any general cropt. Howe-
ver, I cannot but hope, that pofterity will not be
left in the dark, but fome care taken both of her
Majefty’s glary, and the reputation of thofe fhe
employs.  An impartial hiftorian may tell the
world (and the next age will eafily believe what it
eontinues to feel), that the avarice and ambition of
a few factious infolent fubjets had almoft deftroy-
ed their country, by continuing a ruinous war in
conjunction with allies, for whofe fakes principally
we fought, who refufed to bear their juft propor-
‘tion of the charge, and were connived at in their
refufal, for private ends: that thefe fafious people
treated the beft and kindeft of fovereigns with in-
folence, cruelty, and ingratitude (of which he will
be able to produce feveral inftances) : that they en-
couraged perfons and principles alien from our re-
ligion and government in order to ftrengthen their
faction : he will tell the reafons, why the general
and firjt minifler were feduced to be heads of this
faction, contrary to the opinions they had always
profefled. Such an hiftorian will {hew many rea-
ions, which made it neceflary to remove the gene-
ral and his friends, who, knowing the bent of the .
nation was againft them, expefted to lofe theip
power, when the war was at an end. Particularly,
the hiftorian will difcover the whole intrigue of the
Duke of Marlborough’s endeavouring to procure a
commiflion to be general for life, * ; wherein juftice
will be done to a perfonat that time of high fta-
tion in the law, who (I mention it to his honour)
advifed the Duke, when he was confulted upon it,
not to accept of fuch a commiffion = By thefe and
many other inftances, which time will bring to
light, it may perhaps appear not very unaccounta-
ble to pofterity, why this great man was difmifled

¥ Sce the Examiner, No XIX, and the fubfequent papers, vol. 2.
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at laft; but rather why he was difmifled no foon-
€r,

But this is entering into a wide ficld, I fhall
therefore leave pofferity to the information of bet-
ter hiftorians than the author of the Criis, or my-
felf ; and go on to inform the prefent age in fome
fa&s, which this great orator and politician thinks
fit to mifreprefent with the utmoft degrec either of
natural or wilful ignorance. He aflerts, that in
the Duke of Ormond’s campaign, ¢ aftera {ufpen-
¢t {ion of arms between Great Britain and France,
¢¢ proclaimed at the head of the armies, the Bri-
< tith troops, in the midft of the enemy’s garri-
¢« {ons, withdrew themfelves from their confedes-
& pates.” The fa& is direétly otherwife ; for the
Britifh troops were moft infamoudly deferted by
the confederates, after all that could be urged by
the Duke of Ormond and the Earl of Strafford to

refs the confederate generals not to forfake them.
The Duke was direted to avoid engaging in any
adion, until he had further orders, becaufe an ac-
count of the King of Spain’s renunciation was every
day expected: This the Imperialifts and Dutch
knew well enough ; and therefore propofed to the
Duke, in that very juncture, to engage the French,
for no other reafon but to render defperate all the
Queen’s meafures fowards a peace. Was not the
certain pofleffion of Dunkirk of equal advantageto
the uncertainty of a battle? A whole campaign
ander the Duke of Marlborough, with fuch an
acquifition, although at the coft of many thoufand
lives, and feveral millions of money, would have
been thought very glorioufly ended.

Neither, after all, was it 2 new thing either in
the Britith general or the Dutch deputies to refufe
fighting, when they did not approve it. When
the Duke of Marlborough was going to inveft Bou-
chain, the deputies of the States prefied him in vain
to éngage the enemy; and one of them was fo far

difcontented
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difcontented upon his Grace’s refufal, that he pre-

{ently became a partizan of the peace; yet Ido not

remember any clamour then raifed here againft the

Duke upon that account, Again, when the French

invaded Doway, after the confederates had defert-

ed the Duke of Ormond, Prince Eugene was vio-

lently bent upon a battle, and faid, they thould

never have another fo good an opportunity ; but

Monfieur » & private_deputy, rofe up, and

oppofed it {o far, that the Prince was forced to de-

fift. 'Was it then more criminal in the Duke of
Ormond to refufe fighting by exprefs command of
the Queen, and in order to get pofleflion of Dun-

kirk, than for the Duke of Marlborough to give

the fame refufal without any fuch orders, or any

fuch advantage? or fhall 2 Dutch deputy aflume

more power than the Queen of Great Britain’s ge-,
neral, acting by the immediate commands of his

fovereign ?

The Emperor and the empire ( fays Mr. Steele, by
way of admiration) continue the war / Is his Impe-
rial Majefty able to continue it or no? if he be,
then Great Britain hath been ftrangely ufed for ten
years paft: then how came it to pafs, that of above
thirty thoufand men in his fervice in Italy at the
time of the battle f T urin, there were not above
four thoufand paid by himfelf ? if he Be not able
to continue it, why does he go on ? The reafons are
clear; becaufe the war only affeéts the princes of
the empire (whom he is willing enough to expofe),
but not his own dominions, Befides, the Imperial
minifters are in daily expeétation of the Queen’s
death, which they hope will give a new turn to af-
fairs, and rekindle the war in Europe upon the
old foot ; and we know how the minifters of that
court publicly aflign it for a reafon of their obi}i-
nacy againft peace, that they hope for a fudden re-
volution in England. In the mean time this ap-
pearance of the Emperor’s being forfaken by his

ally,
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ally, will ferve to sncreafe the clamour, both here
and in Holland, againft her Majefty and thofc fhe
employs.

Mr. Steele fays, ‘¢ there can be no crime in af-
<« firming, if it be truth, that the houfe of Bour-
¢« hon is at this junéture become mMOre formidable,
< and bids fairer for an univerfal monarchy, and
¢ to ingrofs the whole trade of Europe, than-it
¢« did before the war.”

No crime in affirming ity if it be truth. I willfor
once allow his propofition. But if it be falfe, then
[ afirm, that whoever advanceth fo feditious a
falfchood deferves to be hanged. Doth he mean
by the houfe of Bourbon, the two kings of France
and Spain ? If fo, I reje¢t his meaning, which
would infinuate, that the interefts and defigns of
both thofe princes will be the fame; whereas they
are more oppofite than thofe of any two other mo-
narchs in Chriftendom. This is the old foolith
flander fo frequently flung upon the peace, and as
frequently refuted. Thele faftious undertakers of
the prefs write with great advantage ; they ftrenu-
oufly affirm a thoufand falfehoods without fear,
wit, confcience, Or knowledge ; and we, who an-
fwer them, muft be at the expence of an argument
for each; after which, in the very next pamphlet
we fee the fame affertions produced again, without
+he leaft notice of what hath been {aid to difprove
them. By the houfe of Bourbon doth he mean
only the French King for the time being: if fo,
and his aflertion be true, then that prince muit ei-
ther deal with the devil, or elfe the money and
blood {pent in our ten years victories againit him,
might as well have continued in the purfes and veins
of her Majefty’s fubjects.

But the particular affertions of this author are
eafier detected than his general ones; I fhall there-
fore proceed upon examining the former. For in-

france : 1 defire him to afk the Dutch, who can
beft
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beft inform him, why they delivered up Traerbach
to the Imperialifts 2 For, as to the Queen, her
Majefty was never once confulted in it ; whatever
his preceptors, the politicians of Button’scoffechoutfe,
may have informed him to the con trary,

Mr. Steele affirms, that ¢ the French have be-
*“ gun the demolition of Dunkirk contemptuoufly
‘¢ arbitrarily their own way.” The governor of
the town, and thofe gentlemen intrufted with the
infpection of this work, do affure me, that the faé
is altogether otherwife; that the method preferi-
bed by thofe whom her Majefty employs, hath been
exactly followed, and that the works are already
demolithed. I will venture to tell him further,
that the demolition was {p long deferred in order
to remove thofe difficulties, which the barrier-treary
hath put us under; and the event hath fhewn, that
it was prudent to proceed no fafter, until thofe dif-
ficulties were got over., The mole and  harbour
could not be deftroyed, until the thips were got
out; which, by reafon of fome profound fecrets
of ftate, did not happen until the other day.
Who gave him thofe jult [ufpicions, that the mols and
harbour will never pe deftroyed ? what is it he would
now infinuate ? that the miniftry is bribed to leave
the moft important part of the work undone ; or
that the pretender is to invade us from thence ; or
that the Queen hath entered into a confpiracy with
her fervants to prevent the good effefts of the
peace, for no other end, but to lofe the affeCtions
of her people, and endanger herfelf,

Initead of any further information, which Icould
ealily give, but ‘which no honeft man can want, I
venture to affirm, that the mole and harbour of
Dunkirk will, in a fhort time, be moft effectually
deftroyed ; and at the fame time I venture to pro-
phely, that neither Mr, Steele, nor his fadtion will
¢ver confefs they believe i,

Afrer
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Afterall, it is a little hard that the Queen can-
not be allowed to demolifh this town in whatever
manner fhe pleafes to fancy. Mr. Steele muft have
it done his own way, and is angry the French have

retended to do it theirs ; and yet he wrongs them
into the bargain. For my own part, I do feriouily
think the Moft Chriftian King to be a much better
friend of her Majefty’s than Mr. Steele, or any of
his faction. Befides, .« is to be confidered, that
he is 2 monarch and 2 relation 5 and therefore, if
I were a privy counfellor, and my “advice to be
afked, which of thofe two GENT LEMEN BORN
* {hould have the dirction i the demolition of
Dunkirk, I would giveit to the former ; becaufe 1
look upon Mr. Steele, in quality of a member of
his party, to be much more {kilful in demolifbing at
home than abroad. :
~ There is a profpe€t of more darger to the ba-
jance of Europe, and to the trade of Britain, from
the Emperor over-running Italy, than from France
over-running the empire ; that his Imperial Majefty
entertains fuch thoughts, 's vifible to the world ;
And although little can be faid to juftify many
actions of the French King, yet the worft of them
have never equalled theEmperor’s arbitrary keeping
the pofleflion of Milan, diredtly contrary to his oath,
and to the exprefs words of the golden bull, which
oblige him to deliver up every fizf that falls, or
elfe they muft all, in he couric of time, lapfc
into his own hands.

T was at a lofs, who it was that Mr. Steele hinted
at fome time ago, by the powerful hand that
deals out crowns and kingdoms all around us : 1 DOW
plainly find he meant 1O other kand but his own.
He hath dealt out the crown of Spain to France ;3
to France he hath given leave to invade the empire
next.{pring with two hundred thoufand men ; and

& M. Steele often fiyles himfelf f2.

NOW,
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now, at laft he deals to France the Imperial dig-
nity ; and fo farewell liberty ; Eurcpe will be French,
But in order to bring all this about, the capital of
Auftria, the refidence of bis Imperial Majefty, muft
continue to be wifited by the plague, of which the
Lmperor muit die, and f{o the thing is done,

Why fhould not I venture to deal out one feeptre
in my turn, as well as Mr. Steele? I therefore deal
out the empire to the EleCtor of Saxony, upon
failure of iflue to this emperor at his death ; pro-
vided the Whigs will prevail on the fon to turn
Papift to get an empire, as they did upon the father
to get a kingdom. Or if this prince be not approved
of I deal it out in his ftead to the Elector of Ba-
varia: And in one or the other of thefe | dare en-
gage to have all Chriftendom to fecond me, what-
ever the fpleen, in the thape of politics, may dic-
tate to the author of the Crifis.

The defign of Mr. Steele in reprefenting the cir-
cumjtances of the affairs of Europe is to fignify to the
world, that all Europe is put in the high road to
{lavery by the corruption of her Majefty’s prefent
minifters ; and fo he goes on to Portugal ; which,
““ having during the war fupplied us with gold, in
¢ exchange for our woollen manufatures) hath
*¢ only at prefent a fufpenfion of arms for its pro-
‘¢ tection, to Iaft no longer than till the Catalo-
‘¢ nians are reduced ; and then the old pretenfions
‘“ of Spain to Portugal will be revived :” And
Portugal, when onceinflaved by Spain, falls natu-
rally with the reft of Europe into the gulf of
France. In the mean time lct usfee, what relicf
a litde truth can give this unhappy kingdom.
That Portugal hath yvet no more than a fuf-
penfion of arms, they may thank themfelves, be-
caufe they came fo late into the treaty ; and that
they came {o late they may thank the Whigs, whofe
falfe reprefentations they were fo weak to believe.
However, the Queen hath voluntarily given them

VocL.Ii, o a
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s cuarantee to defend them againft Spain, untif
the peace fhall be made ; and fuch terms after the
peace are ftipulated for them, as the Portuguefe
themfelves are contented with.

Having mentioned the Catalonians, he puts the
eftion, Who can name she Catalonians without a
£oar 2 That can I; for he hath told fo many me-
lancholy ftories without one fyllable of truth, that
he hath blunted the edge of my fears, and I fhall
not be ftartled at the worft he'can fay. What he
affirms concerning the Catalonians, is included 1n
the following particulars; firft, #hat they- were
drawn into the war by the encouragement of the ma-
ritime powers; by W hich are underfteod England
and Holland : But he is too good a friend of the
Dutch to give themany part of the blame. 2dly,
That they are now abandoned and expofed to the re-
[fentment of an enraged priice. 3dly, That they always
oppofed the perfon and intereft of that prince, who is
their prefent King. Laftly, that the doom is dreads

Ful of thefe, who fhall, in the fight of God, be efteemed

their defiroyers.  And if we interpret the infinua-
tion he makes, according to his mind, the deftrucs
tion of thofc people muft be imputed to the prefent
miniftry. '

{ am fometimes, in charity, difpofed to hope,
that this writer is not always fenfible of the flagrant
falfehoods he utters, but is either biafled by an in-
clination to believe the worft, or a want of judg-
ment to chufe his informers. That the Catalonians
were drawn into the war by thke encouragement of
her Majefty, fhould mnot in decency have been af-
frmed until about fifty years hence 5 when it might
be fuppofed there would be no living witnefs
left to difprove it, It was only upon the affur-
ances of a revolt given by the Prince of Hefe and
others, and their invitation, that the Queen was
prevailed with to fend her forces upon that expe-
dition. When Barcelona was taken by a mofl

un-




OF THE WHIGS, 1

wnexpected accident of a bomb lighting on the ma-
gazine, then indeed the Catalonians revolted, hav-
ing before fubmitted and fworn allegiance to Phi-
lip, as much as any other province of Spain. Upon
the peace between that crown and ~Britain, the
Queen; in order to eafe the Emperor, and fave
his troops, ftipulated with King Philip for a neu-
trality in Italy, and that his Imperial Majefty thould
have liberty to evacuate Catalonia ; upon condi-
tion of abfolute indemnity to the Catalonians,
with an entire reftitution to their honours, dig-
nities, and eftates. As this neutrality was never
obferved by the Emperor, fo he never effectual-
ly evacuated Catalonia; for although he fent
away the main body, he left behind many
officers and private men, who now fpiritup and
affift thofe obftinate people to continue in their re-
bellion: It is true indeed that King Philip did not
ablolutely reffore the Catalans to a// their old privi-
leges, of which they never made other ufe than as
an encouragement to rebel ; but admitted them to
the fame privileges with his fubjects of Cafiile, par-
tictilarly to the liberty of trading, and having em-
ployments in the Weft-Indies, which they never
enjoyed before.  Befides, the Queen referved to her-
{elf the power of procuring farther immunities for
them, wherein the Moft Chriftian King was ob-
liged to fecond her : For his Catholic Majefty in-
tended no more than to retrench thofe privileges,
under the pretext of which they now rebel, as they
had formerly done in favour of France, How
dreadful then muft be the doom ¢f thofe who hindered
thefe people from fubmitting to the gentle terms
offcred them by their prince! and who although
they be confcious of their own inability to furnifh,
one fingle fhip for the fupport of the Catalans, are
at this inftant fpurring them on to their ruin by

promifes of aid in protection !
Thus much in anfiver to Mr. Steele’s account of
X 3 the
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the affairs of Europe; from which he dedueth the
wniverfal monarchy of France, and the danger of
I know not how many Popifb fucceffors to Britain.
His political reflections arc as good as his facts.
¢« We muft obferve, fays he, that the perfon who
« feems to be the moft favoured by the French
« King in the late treaties, is the Duke of Sa-
« yoy.,” Extremely right; for whatever that prince
got by the peace, he owes intirely to her Majefty,
as a juft reward for his having been fo firm and
ufeful an ally ; neither was France brought with
more difficulty to yield any one point than that of
allowing the Duke fuch a- barrier as the Queen in-
fifted on.

<« He is become the moft powerful prince in
¢ Jraly.” I had rather fee him fo than the Em-
peror. ‘¢ He is fuppofed to have entered into a
i g {ecret and ftrit alliance with the houfe of
« Bourbon.” This is one of thofe faéts wherein I
amn moft inclined to believe the author, becaufe it
is what he muft needs be utterly ignorant of : and
therefore may poilibly be true.

I thought indecd we fhould be fafe from all Po-
pith fucceflors as far as Italy, becaufe of the pro-
digious clutter about fending the pretender thither.
But they will never agree where to fix their lngi-
tude.  The Duke of Savoy is the more dangerous
for removing to Sicily : He adds 70 our fears for
being o0 near. So ¢ whether France conquer
¢ Germany, or be in peace and good underftand-
¢ ing with it; eizher event will put us and Holland
¢ ar the mercy of France,” which hath a quiver
full of pretenders at its back, whenever the Cheva-
lier thall die.

This was juft the logic of poor Prince Buder, a
fplenetic madman, whom every body may re-
member about the town. Prince Pamphilio n I-
taly employed emiffaries to torment Prince Butler
here., But what if Prince Pamphilio die? Why

then
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then he had left in his will, that his heirs and exe~
cutors torment Prince Butler for ever.

I cannot think it a misfortune what My, Stecle
affirms, that “ treafonable books lately difperfed
“ among us firiking apparently at the Hanover
“ {ucceflion, have pafled almoft without obferva-
“ tion from the generality of the people: ” Be-
caufe it feems a certain fign, thar the generality of
the people are well difpofed to that illuftrious family :
But I look upon itas a great evil, to fee feditious
books difperfed among us, apparently flriking at the

ieen and her adminiftration, at the conftitution
of church and ftate, and at all religion ; yet paffing
without objervation from the generality of thoje in
power 5 but whether this remifinefs may be im-
puted to Whitehall, or Weftminfter-hall, is other
mens bufinefs to inquire. ~ Mr. Stecle knows in his
conicience, that the gueries concerning the pre-
Zender iffued from one of his own party. And as
for the poor nonjuring clergyman, who was trufted
with committing to the prefs a late book on the
Julgect of bereditary vight, by a firain of the fum-
mum jus, he is now, as I am told, withhalf a {core
children, flarving and rotting among thieves and
pick-pockets in the common room of a ftinking
jail *. I have never feen either the book or the
publither ; however, I would fain atk one fingle
perfon + in the world a queftion ; why he hath fo
often drank the abdicated King’s health upon his
knees ? But the tranfition is natural and fre-
quent, and I {hall not trouble him for an aafwer.

It is the hardeft cafe in the world, that Mr. Stecle
thould take up the artificial reports of his own
faction, and then put them off upon the world as
additional fears of a Popifb fucceffor. T can affure
him, that no good fubje@ of the Queen is under

* Upon his convition he wa: committed to the Barthalfea, and
at his fentence, to the Queen’s bench for three years,
t Parker, afterward Lord Chancellor,

the
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the leaft concern, whether the pretender be con*
verted or no, farther than their wifhes, that all
men would embrace the true religion. But report-
ing backwards and forwards upon this point, helps
to keep up the noife, and is a topic for Mr. Steeleto
enlarge himfelf upon, by {hewing how little we can
depend on fuch converfions, by colletting a lift
of Popifb cruelties, and repeating after himfelf and
the Bifhop of Sarum the difmal effects likely to fol-
low upon the return of that fuperftition among us.
But as this writer is reported by thofe who know
him to be what the French call journalier, his fear
and courage operating according to the weather in
ur uncertain climate 5 I am apt to believe the two
laft pages of his Crifis were written on a fun-fhine
day. This 1 guefs from the general tenor of them,
and particularly from an unwary ailertion, whichy
if he believes as firmly as I do, will at once over-
throw all his foreign and domeftic fears of a
« Popith fucceffor. Asdivided a people as we are,
¢ thofe who ftand for the houfe of Hanover are
¢ (nrFINITELY fuperior in number, wealth, cou-
¢ rage, and all arts military and civil, to thofe in
¢ the contrary intereft ; befides which we have the
¢ laws,I{ay, the laws, on our fide. The laws, I{ay,
¢« the laws.” 'This elegant repetition is, I think,
a little out of place; for the firefs might better
have been laid upon fo great a majority of the na-
tion ; without which I doubt the laws would be of
little weight, although they bz very good additional
{ecurities.  And if what he here afferts be true, as
it certainly is, although he aflert i, (for I allow
even the majority of his own party to be againft the
pretender), there can be no danger of a Popifh fuc-
ceflor, except from the unreafonable jealoufies of
the beft among that party, and from the malice;
the avarice, or ambition of the wor/f ; without
which Britain would be able to defend her fuccef-
fion againft all her enemies both at home and a-
broad.
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broad. Moft of the dangers from abroad, which
he enumerates as the conlequences of this very bad
peace made by the Queen, and approved by par-
liament, muft have {ubfifted under any peace at
all; unlefs, among other projects equally feafible,
we could have ftipulated to cut the throats of every
Popi/b relation to the royal family,

Well, by this author’s own confeffion a2 number
infinitely fuperior, and the beft circumftantiated
imaginable, are for the Jucceffion in the houfe of
Hanover. This fucceffion is eftablithed, confirmed,
and fecured by feveral laws; her Majefty’s repeat-
ed declarations, and the oaths of all her fubjedts,
engage both her and them to preferve what thofe
laws have fettled. This is a fecurity indeed, a fe-
exrity adequate at leaft to the importance of the
thing ; and yet, according to the Whig fcheme,
as delivered to us by Mr, Steele and his coadju-
tors, is altogether infufficient; and the fucceffion
will be defeated, the pretender brought in, and
popery eftablithed among us, without the farther
affiftance of this writer and his faction,

And what fecurities have our adverfaries fub-
ftituted in the place of thefe ? A club of politi-
cians, where Jenny Man prefides; a Crifis written
by Mr. Steele; a confederacy of knavith ftock-
jobbers to ruin credit; a report of the Queen’s
death ; an ¢ffigies of the pretender run twice
through the body by a valiant Peer; a {peech by
the author of the Crifis ; and, to fum up all, an
unlimited freedom of reviling her Majefty and thofe
fhe employs.

I have now finifhed the moft difouftful tafk that
ever I undertook. I could with more cafe have
written Zhree dull pamphlets, than remarked upon
the falfehoods and abfurdities of one. But I was
guite confounded laft Wednefday, when the printer
came with another pamphlet in his hand, written
by the fame author, and intitled, 7he Fnglifbman,

,'{;
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being the elofe of the paper fo called, &c. He defired
1 would read it over, and confider it in & paper by
itfelf ; which laft 1 abfolutely refufed. Upon per-
ufal I found 1t chiefly an nvective againit Toby,
the miniftry, the Fxaminer, the clergy, the Queen,
and the Poft-boy; yet at he fame time with great
juftice exclaiming againit thofe who prefumed to
offer the leaft word againft the heads of that fac-
tion whom her Majefty difcarded. The anthor
likewife propofeth an equal divifion of favour and
employments between the Whigs and Tories ; for if
¢he former can have no part or portion in David *,
they defire no longer to be his [ubjecls. He infifts, that
her Majefty hath exaétly followed Monfieur Tughe’s me-
morial t+ againft demolifbing of Dunkirk. He reflects
with great fatisfatlion on the goud already done to L1s
country by the Grifis. Non nobis, Domine, non nobis,
&c.———He gives us hopes that he will leave off
writing, and confult his own quiet and happinefs s
and concludes with 2 letter 1o a friend at court,

fuppofe by the ftyle of old friend, and the like, it
muit be fome body there of his own level 5 among
whom -his party have indeed more friends than I
could with, In this letter he afferts, that the pre-
fent minifters were not educated in the church of
England, but arc new converts from Prifbytery.
Upon which I can only reflect, how blind the ma-
iice of that man muft be, who invents a groundlefs
lic in order to defame his fuperiors, which would
be no difgrace if it had been a truth. And he
concludes with making three demands, ¢ for the
¢« {arisfation of Limiclf, and other malc-CONLEDIS.

% What portion have we in David?
¢ Tughe was deputed by the magiftrates of Dunkirk to inter-
¢ cede with the Queen, that {he would recall part of her {entence
¢¢ concerning Dunkirk, by caufing her thunderbolts to fall only on
¢ the martial works, ard to fpare the moles and dykes, which in
s: their naked condition could be no more than objeéts of pity.”

Firfl,
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¢ Firft, the demolition of the harbour of Dun-
““ kirk, Secondly, that Great Britain and France
*“ would heartily join againft the exorbitant power
¢ of the Duke of Lorrain, and force the pretend-
‘ er from his affylum at Bar le Duc., Laf/y, that
“ his Electoral Highnefs of Hanover would be fo
¢ grateful to fignify to all the world the perfet
‘“ good underftanding he hath with the court of
‘ England, in as plain terms as her Majefty was
¢ pleafed to declare fhe had with that houfe on her
S epart.”

As to the firft of thefe demands, I will venture
to undertake it fhall be granted ; but then Mr.
Steele and his brother male-contents mult promife to
believe the thing 8 done, after thofe employed
have made their report ; or elfe bring vouchers to
difprove it. Upon the fecond, I cannot tell whe-
ther her Majefty will engage in a war againft the
Duke of Lorrain to foree him to remove the pretenders
but I believe if the parliament thould think it ne-
ceflary to addrefs upon fuch an occafion, the Queen
will move that prince to fend him away. His laft
demand, offered under the title of a wif, is of fo
infolent and feditious a ftrain, that I care not to
touch it. Here he directly chargeth her Majefty
with delivering a falfehood to her parliament from
the throne ; and declares he will not believe her,
until the Ele&tor of Hanover himfelf fhall vouch
for the truth of what fhe hath fo folemnly af-
firmed.

I agree with this writer, that it is an idle thing
in his antagonifts to trouble themfelves upon the
articles of bis birth, education, or fortune 3 for who-
ever writes at this rate of his fovereign, to whom
he owes fo many perfonal obligations, I fhould ne-
ver inquire whether he be a GENTLEMAN
BORN, but whether he be a HUMAN CREA-
TURE.

Vour. II, Z The




The Conduét of the ALLIES, and of the
Late MINISTRY, ID beginning and car-
rying on the prefent war *.

Written in the year 1712.

Partem tibi Gallia noftri
Eripuit ; partem duris Hifpania bellis:
Pars jacet He[peria, totogue exercitus orbe
Te vincente perit.

Odimus accipitrem quia femper Vivit in armis.
Victrix provincia plorat.

I
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I Cannot {ufficiently admire the induftry of a fort
of men, wholly out of favour with the prince
and people, and openly profefling a feparate inte-
reft from the bulk of the landed men, who yet are
able to raifc at this jun&ure fo great a clamour

* To this tra& and the Examiners, which make vol. 5. of the
Trifh edition, there isa preface in the name of the publither, which
Lord Orrery afcribes to Swift for ro other apparent reafon, than to
accufe him of praifing himfelf. But, befides the incorrectnefs of the
ftyle, which his Lordfhip fuppofes to be affeéted, there is an affertion,
that thefe papers produced the change in the Queen’s miniftry,
which even in his Lordfhip’s opinion they were written to defend, and
to which they appear by their date as avell as tenor to be [ublequent 5
an abfurdity of which Swift even in the charater of a publifher,
cannot be fuppofed to have been guilty,

againft
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againft a peace, without offering one fingle reafon,
but what we find in their a/lads, 1lay it down for
a maxim, That no reafonable man, whether Whig
or Zory, (fince it is neceflary to ufe thofe foolifh
terms), can be of opinion for continuing the war
upon the foot it now is, unlefs he be a gainer by
it, or hopes it may occafion fome new turn of af-
fairs at home to the advantage of his party ; or,
laftly, unlefs he be very ignorant of the kingdom’s
condition, and by what means we have been redu-
<ed to it.  Upon the two firft cafes, where intereft
is concerned, I have nothing to fay; but as to the
laft, T think it highly neceffary ‘that the publie
thould be freely and impartially told what circum-
ftances they are in, after what manner they have
been treated by thofe whom they trufted fo many
years with the difpofal of their blood and trea-
{ure, and what the confequences of this manage-
ment arc like to be upon themfelves and their

pofterity.
"Thofe who, either by writing or difcourfe, have
undertaken to defend the proceedings of the laté
miniftry in the management of the war, and of the
treaty at Gertruydenburg, have fpent time in cele-
brating the conduc and valour of our leaders and
their troops, in fumming up the victories they have
gained, and the towns they have taken. Then
they tell us what high articles were infifted on by
our minifters and thofe of the confederates, and
what pains both were at in perfuading France to
accept them. But nothing of this can give the leaft
fatisfaction to the juft complaints of the kingdom.
As to the war, our grievances are, that a greater
load has been laid on us than was cither juft or ne-
ceflary, or than we have been able to bear; that
the grofleft impofitions have been {fubmitted to for
the advancement of private wealth and power, or
in order to forward the more dangerous defigns of
fa faction, to both which a peace would have put
Z 2 an




180 pi R EAPTAL CF B

an end; and that the part of the war which wag
chiefly our province, Wwhich would have been moft
beneficial to us, and deftruciive to the enemy, Was
wholly negle&ed, As to a peace, we may complain
of being deluded by 2 mack-treaty, inwhich thofewho
negotiated took care to make fuch demands as they
knew were impofiible to be complied with ; and
therefore might fecurely prefs every article as it
they were in earneft.

Thefe are {fome of the points I defign to treat of
in the following difcourfe ; with {everal others
which I thought it neceffary at this tme for thé
kingdom to be informed of. I think1am not rhif
taken in thofe facts I mention } at leaft not in any
circumftance fo material as to weaken the confe-

uences I draw from them,

After ten years wars with perpet al fuccels, to
tell us it is yet impofiible to have a good peace, 15
very furprifing, and feems fo different from what
hath ever happened in the world before, thata man
of any party may be allowed fufpecting, that we
have been either ill ufed, or have mot made the
moft of our vicories, and might therefore defire
t0 know where the difficulty lay. Then it is natu-
ral to inquire into our prefent condition; how long
we fhall be able to go on at this rate ; what the
confequences may be upon the prefent and “future
ages ; and whether 2 pecace without that impracti-
cable point, which fome people do fo much infift
on, be really ruinous in itfelf, or equally fo with
the continuance of the war.

-3
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The Conduét of the Ariies, ¢ *.

HE motives that may engage a wife prince or

{tate inwar, I take to be one or s of thefe 3
either to check the overgrown power of fome am-
bitious neighbour ; to recover what hath been un-
juftly taken from them; to revenge fome injury
they have received (w hich all pum‘ml cafuifts al-
low) 3 to aflift fome ally in a juft quarrel, or, lafi-
ly to defend themielves ‘when they are inv aded. In
all thefe cafes the writers upon politics admit a war
to be juftly undertaken., The laft is what hath been
ufually called pro aris et focis; where no expence
or endeavour can be too great, becaufe all we have
is at ftake, and confequently our utmoft force to
be exerted ; and the difpute is foon determined ei-
ther in fafety or utter deftruction. But in the other
four, I believe it will be found, that no monarch
or commonwealth did ever engage beyond a certain
degree ; never proceeding fo far as to exhauft the
ﬁrength and {ubftance of their country by antici-
pations and loans, which in a few years muft put
them in a worfe condition, than any they could

¥ This was written preparatory to the peace which the minifters
were then concerting, and which was afterwards perfected at Utrecht.
It begins by reflections on war in general, and then particularly men-
‘tions the feveral civil wars in our ngdo, ! --"L'nhip;y country !
torn to pieces by her own fons : a wretched mother of vaitures, for
whom, like Tityus, fhe produces new intrails only to be devoured,
Orrery. :

This tra&t, and remarks on the barrier-treaty contain the princi-
pal fatts uhlcn the author of John Bull has thrown into aliegory :
and greatly illuftrates that piece, of which indeed it is pofiible they
were the ground-work,
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reafonably apprehend from thofe evils, for the pre-
venting of which they firft entered into the war ;
becaule this would be to run into real infallibie
ruin, only in hopes to remove what might per-
haps but appear fo by a probable {] peculation,

‘And as a war {hould be undertaken upon a juft
and prudent motive, fo it is fiill more obvious, that
a prince ought maturely to confider the condition
he is in, when he enters on it 5 whether his coffers
be full, his revenues clear of debts, his people nu-
merous and rich, by a long peace and free trade,
not over-prefled with many burdenfome taxes ; No
violent faction ready to difpute his juit prerogative,
and thereby weaken his authority at home, and
Jeflen his repurtation abroad, For, if the contrary
of all this happen to be his cafe, he will hardly be
perfuaded to difturb the world’s quict and his own,
‘while there is any other way left of preferving the
larter with honour and fafety.

Suppofing the war to have commenced upon 2
juft motive ; the next thing to be confidered is,
when a prince ought in prudence to receive the o-
vertures of a pedce; which I rake to be, either
when the enemy is ready to yield the point origi-
nally contended for ; or when that point is_found
impoflible to be ever attained ; or when contending
any longer, although with probability of gaining
that point at laft, would put fuch a prince and his
people in a worfe condition than the prefent lofs
of it. Al which confiderations are of much great-
er force, where a war is managed by an alliance of
many confederates, which, in the variety of inte-
refts among the feveral parties, is liable to {o many
unforefeen accidents. ;

In a confederate war, it ought to be confidered,
which party has the decpeft fhare in the quarrel =
for although' each may have their particular rea-
fons, yet one or two among them will probably be
more concerned than the reit, and therefore ought

o
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to bear the greateft part of the burthen, in pro-
portion to their firength, For example ; two
princes may be competitors for a kingdom, and it
will be your intercft to take the part of him who
will probably allow you good conditions of tradey
rather than of the other, who poflibly may not.
However, that prince whofe caufe you efpoufe, al-
though never fo vigoroufly, is the principal in that
war, and you, properly fpeaking, are but a fecond.
Or a commonwealth may lie in danger to be over-
run by a powerful neighbour, which in time may
produce very bad confequences upon your trade
and liberty : it is therefore necetlary, as well as
prudent; to lend them afliftance, and help them to
win a firong fecure frontier ; but as they muit in
courfe be the firft and greateft fufferers, fo in juf-
tice they ought to bear the greateft weight. If a
houfe be on fire, it behoves all in the neighbour-
hood to run with buckets to quench it; but the
owner is fure to be undone firft; and it is not im-
poflible, that thofe at next door may efcape by a
thower from heaven, or the ftillnefs of the wea-
ther, or fome other favourable accident.

But if an ally, who is not fo immediately con-
cerned in the good or ill fortune of the war, be fo
generous as to contribute more than the principal
party, and even more in proportion to his abilities,
he ought at leaft to have his thare in what is con-
quered from the enemy; or, if his romantic difs.
pofition tranfport him fo far, as to expeét little or
nothing from this, he might however hope, that
the principals would make it up in dignity and re-
fpect; and he would furely think it monfirous to
find them intermeddling in his domeftic affairs,
prefcribing what fervants he fhould keep or dif-
mifs, prefling him perpetually with the moft un-
reafonable demands, and at every turn threatening
to break the alliance if he will not comply.

From,
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From thefe refleCtions upon war in general, I
defcend to confider thofe wars wherein England
hath been engaged fince the conqueft: In the civil
wars of the barons, as well as thofe between the
houfes of York and Lancafter; great deftruction
was made of the nobility and gentry; NEW families
raifed, and old ones extinguifhed ; but the moncy
fpent on both fides was employed and circulated at
home ; no public debts contracted ; and a very few
years of peace quickly fet all right again.

The like may be affirmed even of that unnatural
rebellion againft K. Charles I. The ufurpers main-
tained great armies in conftant pay, had almoft
continual war with Spain or Holland ; but ma-
naging it by their flects, they increafed very much
the riches of the kingdom, inftead of exhaufting
them.

Qur foreign wars were generally againft Scotland
or France ; the firft being in this illand carried no
money out of the kingdom, and were feldom of
long continuance. During our firft wars with
France we poflefled great deminions in that coun-
try, where we preferved fome footing till the
reign of Q. Mary; and although fome of our later
princes made very chargeable expeditions thither;
a fubfidy and two or three fifteenths cleared all the
debt. Befides, our victories were then of fome uie
as well as glory; for we were fo prudent to fight,
and fo happy to conquer, only for our ourfelves.

The Dutch wars in the reign of King Charles 1L
although begun and carried on under a very cor=
rupt adminiftration, and much to the difhenour
of the crown, did indeed keep the King needy and
poor by difcontinuing or difcontenting his parlia-
ment, when he moft needed their affitance ; but
neither left any debt upen the nation, nor carried
any money out of it

‘At the revelution a general war broke out in Eu-
rope, wherein many princes joined in alliance a-

gainft

B ——



THE CONDUCT OF THE ALLIES. 18

gainft France to check the ambidous defigns of that
monarch ; and here the Emperor, the Dutch, and
England were principals. About this time the cuf-
tom firft began among us of borrowing millions
upon funds of intereft. It was pretended, that the
war could not poflibly laft above one or two cam-
paigns ; and that the debts contrafted might be
eafily paid in a few years by a gentle tax, without
burthening the fubje¢t. But the true reafon. for
embr:cing this expedient was the fecurity of a new
prince not firmly fettled on the throne. People
were tempted to lend by great premiums and large
intereft ; and it concerned them nearly to preferve
that government, which they had trufted with their
money. The perfon * faid to have been author of
{o deteftable a proje&, lived to fee fome of its fatal
confequences, whercof his grandchildren will not
fee an end. And this pernicious counfel clofed
very well with the pofture of affairs at that time:
for a fet of upftarts, who had little or no part in
the revolution, but valued themfelves upon their
noife and pretended zeal when the work was over,
were got into credit at court, by the merit of be-
coming undertakers and projeétors of loans and
funds : thefe finding, that the gentlemen of eftates
were not willing to come into their meafures, fell
upon thofe new {chemes of raifing money, in order
to create a moneyed intereft that might in time vie
with the landed, and of which they hoped to be at
the head.

The ground of the firft war, for ten years after
the revolution, as to the part we had in it, was to
make France acknowledge the late King, and to
recover Hudfon’s bay. But during the whole war
the fea was almoft entirely neglected, and the great-
eft part of fix millions annually employed to en-
large the frontier of the Dutch. For the King was

* Dr. Burnet, Bithep of Sarum,
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a general, but not an admiral ; and although King
of England, was 2 native of Holland.

After ten years fighting to little purpofe, after
the lofs of above an hundred thoufand men, and a
debt remaining of twenty millions, we at length
hearkened to the terms of peace, which was con-
cluded with great advantages to the empire and
Holland, but none at all to us; and clogged foon
after with the famous treaty of partition, by which
Naples, Sicily, and Lorrain were to be added to
the French dominions ; or if that crown thould
think fit to fet afide the treaty, upon the Spani-
ards refufing to accept it, as they declared they
would to the feveral parties at the very time of
tranfadting it, then the French would have preten-
Gons to the whole monarchy. And fo it proved in
the event; for the late King of Spain, -eckoning
it an indignity to have his territorics cantoned out
into parcels by other princes during his own life,
and without his confent, rather chofe to bequeath
the monarchy entire to a younger fon of France;
and this prince was acknowledged for King of Spain
both by us and Holland.

It muft be granted, that the counfels of entering
into this war were violently oppofed by the church-
party, who firft advifed the late King to acknow-
ledge the Duke of Anjou; and particularly it is
affirmed, that a certain greaf perfon *, who was
then in the church-intereft, told the King in No-
vember 1701, that fince his Majefty was determin-
ed to engage in a war fo contrary to his private o-
pinion, he could {ferve him no longer, and accord-
ingly gave up his employment ; although he hap-
pened afterwards to change his mind, when he was
t0 be at the head of the treafury, and have the fole
management of affairs at home, while thofe abroad

# Earl of Godolphin,
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were to be in the hands of one * whofe advantage
by all forts of ties he was engaged to promote,
"The declarations of war againft France and Spain,
made by us and Holland, are dated within a few
days of cach other. In that publifhed by the States
they fay very truly, that ¢ they are neareft and
““ moft expofed to the fire; that they are blocked
up on all fides, and atually attacked by the
Kings of France and Spain ; that their declara-
tion is the effett of an urging and prefling ne-
ceflity :” with other expreflions to the fame pur-
pofe. They ¢ defire the afliftance of all kings
*¢ and princes,” &c. The grounds of their quar-
rel with France are {fuch as only affect themielves,
or at leaft more immediately than any other prince
or ftate ; fuch as,  the French refufing to grant
‘ the tariff promifed by the treaty of Ryfwick 3
the loading the Dutch inhabitants fettled in
France with exceffive duties, contrary to the
{aid treaty ; the violation of the partition-treaty
by the French accepting the King of Spain’s will,
and threatening the States if they would not
‘ comply s the feizing the Spanifth Netherlands by
¢ the French troops, and turning out the Dutch,
who, by permifiion of the late King of Spain,
were in garrifon there, by which means that re-
public was deprived of her barrier, contrary to
the treaty of partition, where it was particularly
*¢ ftipulated, that the Spanith Netherlands fthould
““ be left to the Archduke,” - They alledged, that
“ the French king governed Flanders as his own,
although under the name of his grandfon, and
fent great numbers of troops thither to fright
¢ them t; that he had feized the city and citadel
* of Liege; had poffefled himfelf of feveral places
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T This the author of John Bull calls, ¢ frighting the children
€¢ out of their bread and butter.”
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¢ in the archbifhopric of Cologne, and maintained
< troops in the county of Wolfenbuttel, in order
¢ to block up the Dutch on all fides: and caufed
¢ his refident to give in 2 memorial, wherein he
¢ threatened the States to act againft them if they

¢« pefufed complying with the contents of that me-

¢t morial¥

The Queen’s Jdeclaration of war is grounded up-

on the grand alliance, as this was upon the unjuft
ufurpations and - rcroachments of the French kings
whercof the initances produced arc, ¢ his keeping
« in pofleflion a great part of the Spanifth domi-
¢ nions, feizing Milan and the Spanifh Low-Coun-
¢ trics, making himfelf mafter of Cadiz, &c.;
¢« and inftead of giving fatisfaltion in thele points,
¢ his putting an indignity and affront on her Ma-
¢ jefty and kingdoms, by declaring the pretended
« Prince of Wales King of England,” &c. ‘Which
laft was the only perfonal quarrel we had in the
wars and even this was pofitively denied by France,
that King being willing to acknowledge her Ma-
jefty. :
I think it plainly appears by both declarations,
that England ought no more to have been a princi-
pal'in this'war than Pruffia, or any other DOWET,
who came afterwards into’ that alliance ; Holland
swas firft in danger, the French troops being at that
time juft at the gates of Nimeguen. But the com-
plaints made in our declaration” do all, except the
laft, a5 much or more concern almoft every prince
in Europe. : ,

For, among the feveral parties who came firft or
1aft into this confederacy, there were few but who
in proportion had more to get or to lofe, to hope
or to fear, from the good or il fuccefs of this war
than we. The Dutch took up arms t0 defend
themf{elves from immediate ruin ; and by a fuccefs-
ful war, they propofed to have a larger extent of

country, and a better frontier againft France. The
Emperor
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Emperor hoped to recover the monarchy of Spain,
or fome part of it, for his younger {on, chiefly at
the expence of us and Holland, The King of Por-
tugal had received intelligence, that Philip defign-
ed to renew the old pretenfions of Spainupon that
kingdom, which is {furrounded by the other on all
fides, except towards the fea ; and could therefore
only be defended by maritime powers. This, with
the advantageous terms offered by King Charles,
as well as by us, prevailed with that prince to enter
into the alliance. The Duke of Savoy’s tempta-
tions and fears were yet greater : the main charge
of the war on that fide was to be {fupplied by Eng-
land, and the profit to redound ‘to him. In cafe
Milan fhould be conquered, it was ftipulated, that
his Highnefs thould have the duchy of Montferrat
belonging to the Duke of Montua, the provinces
of Alexandria, and Valencia, and Lomellino, with
other lands between the Po and the Tanaro, toge-
ther with Vigevenafco, or in licu of it an equiva-
lent out of the province of Novara, adjoining to
his own ftate ; befides, whatever elfe could be ta-
ken from France on that fide by the confederate
forces. Then he was in terrible apprehenfions of
being furrounded by France, who had fo many
troops in the Milanefe, and might have eafily fival-
lowed up his whole duchy.

The reft of the allies came in purely for fubfi-
dies, whereof they funk confiderable fums into
their own coffers, and refufed to fend their con-
zingent to the Emperor, alledging their troops were
already hired by England and Holland,

Some time after the Duke of Anjou’s fucceed-
ing to the monarchy of Spain, in breach of the
partition-treaty, the queftion here in England wes,
whether the peace thould be continued, or a new
war begun ¢ Thofe who were for the former, al-
ledged the debts and difficulties we laboured under;
that both we and the Dutch had already acknow-

ledgec
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ledged Philip for King of Spain ; that the inclina-
tions of the Spaniards to the houfe of Auftria, and
their averfion from that of Bourbon, were not fo
furely to be reckoned upon as (ome would pretend
that we thought it a picce of infolence as well as
injuftice in the French to offer putting a king upon
us, and the Spaniards would conceive we had as
little reafon to force one vpon them : That it was
true, the nature and genius of thofe two people
differed very much, and {fo would probably conti-
nue to do, as well under a king of Trench blood as
one of Auftrian ; but that if we thould engage ina
war for dethroning the Duke of Anjou, we {hould
certainly eifet what, by the progrefs and operations
of it, we endeavourcd O Prevent; I mean an
union of intereft and affetions between the two
nations ; for the Spaniards muft of necefiity call in
French troops to their afhifiance; this would in-
croduce TFrench counfellors into King Philip’s
court, and this, by degrees would habituate and
reconcile the two nations : That to afift King
Charles by Englith and Dutch forces would render
him odious to his new fubjects, who have no-
thing in fo great abomination as thofe whom they
hold for beretics 3 that the French would by this
means become mafters of the treajures in the Spa-
nith Weft-Indies ; thatin the laft war, when Spain,
Cologne, and Bavaria were in our alliance, and by
a modcft computation brought fixty thoufand men
into the field againft the common enemy ; when
Tlanders, the feat of war, was on our fide, and his
Majefty, a prince of great valour and condutt, at
the head of the whole confederate army ; yet
we had no reafon to boaft of our fuccefs ; how
then {hould we be able to oppofe France with thofe
owers againt us, which would carry fixty thou-
{and men from us to the enemy ; and fo make us
upon the balance weaker by one hundred and twen-

=X
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ty thoufand men at the beginning of this war, than
of that in 1688 ?

On the other fide, thofe whofe opinion, or fome
private motives, inclined them to give their advice
for entering into a new war, alledged how danger-
ous it would be for England that Philip fhould be
King of Spain ; that we could have no fecurity for
our trade while that kingdom was fubjeét to a
prince of the Bourbon family, nor any hopes of
preferving the balance of Europe, becaufe the
grandfather would in effe& be king, while his
grandfon had but the title, and thereby have a
better opportunity than ever of purfuing his defign
for univerfal monarchy. Thefe and the like argu-
ments prevailed; and {o without offering at any
other remedy, without taking time to confider the
confequences, or to refle&t on our own condition,
we haftily engaged in a war, which hath coft us
fixty millions ; and after repeated, as well as un-
expeéted, fuccefs in arms, hath put us and our po-
fterity in a worfe condition, not only than any of
our allies, but even our conquered enemies them-
felves.

The part we have acted in the conduét of this
whole war, with reference to our allies abroad, and
to a prevailing faction at home, is what I {hall now
particularly examine ; where, I prefume, it will
appear, by plain matters of fa&, that no nation was
ever fo long or fo {candaloufly abufed by the folly,
the temerity, the corruption, and the ambition
of its domeftic enemies ; or treated with {o much
infolence, injuftice, and ingratitude by its foreign
friends.

This will be manifeft by proving the three fol-
lowing points.

Firft, That, againft all manner of prudence or
common reafon, we engaged in this war as prin-
cipals, when we ought to have aéted only as auxi-
liaries, '

Secondly,
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Secondly, That we {pent all our vigour in pur-
fuing that part of the war, which could leaft an-
fwer the end we propofed by beginning it ; and
made no efforts at all, where we could have moft
weakened the common €nemy, and at the fame time
enriched ourfelves.

Laftly, That we (uffered each of our allies to
break every article in thofe treaties and agreements
by which they were bound, and to lay the burden
upon us.

Upon the firft of thefe points, that we ought
to have entered into this war only as auxiliaries,
let any man refleCt upon Our condition at that
time : Juft come out of the moft tedious, €xpen-
{ive, and anfuccefsful war that ever England had
been engaged in ¥ 3 finking under heavy debts ofa
nature and degree never heard of by us or our an-
ceftors 3 the bulk of the gentry and people heartily
cired of the war, and glad of a peace, although
it brought no other advantage but itfelf ; no fud-
den prefpect of leflening our taxes, which were
grown as neceflary to pay Gur debts as to raide ar-
mies s a fort of artificial wealth of funds and

{ocks in the hands of thofe who, for ten years be-
fore, had been plundering the public ; many cor-
yuptions in every branch of our government that
needed reformation., Under thefe difficulties, from
which twenty years peace, and the wifeft manage-
ment, could hardly recover us, W declared war
againit France, fortified by the acceflion and al-
liance of thofe powers I mentioned before, and
which, in the former war, had been parties in
our confederacy. It is very obvious, what a change
muft be made in the halance by fuch weights taken
out of our fcale and put into theirs 5 fince it was
manifeft by ten years experience, that France, with-
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out thofe additions of firength, was able to main-
tain itfelf againft us. So that human probabilty ran
with mighty odds on the other fide ; and in this
cafe nothing under the moft extreme neceffity
ihould force any {tate to engage in a war. We had
already acknowledged Philip for King of Spain ;
neither does the Queen’s declaration of war take
notice of the Duke of Anjou’s fucceffion to that
monarchy as a fubject of quarrel, but the French
King’s governing it as if it were his own ; his feiz-
ing Cadiz, Milan, and the Spanifth Low Countries,
with the dignity of proclaiming the pretender. In
all which we charge that prince with nothing di-
reltly relating to us, excepting the laft : And this,
although indeed a great affront, might eafily have
been redrefled without a war ; for the French
court declared they did not acknowledge the pre-
tender, but only gave him the tide of King, which
was allowed to -Auguftus by his enemy of Sweden,
who had driven him out of Poland, and forced
him to acknowledge Staniflaus.

It is true indeed; the danger of the Dutch, by fo
ill a nucrhbomhood in Flanders, might affeét us
very much in the confequences of it; and the lofs
of Spain to the houfe of Auftria, if it {hould be
governed by French influence and French politics,
might in time be very pernicious to our trade. It
would therefore have been prudent, as well as ge-
nerous and charitable, to help our neighbour ; and
fo we might have done without injuring ourfelves 3 ,
for, by an old treaty with Holland we were bound
to affift that republic with ten thoufand men, when-
ever they were attacked by the French; whofe
troops, upon the King of Spain’s death taking
pofleflion of Flanders in right of Philip, and fe-
curing the Dutch garrifons till they would acknow-
-ledge him, the States-General, by memorials from
their envoy here, demanded only the ten thoufand
men we were obliged to give them by virtue of that

Vour. I, B b treaty.
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creaty. And I make no doubt, but the Dutch
would have exerted themfelves fo vigorouily, as to
be able with that afliftance alone to defend
their frontiers; or, if they had been forced to
a peace, the Spaniards, who abhor difmembering
their monarchy, would never have fuffered
the French to poflefs themfelves of Flanders.
At that time they had none of thofe endear-
ments to each other, which this war hath
created ; And whatever hatred and jealoufy were
natural between the two nations weuld then have
appeared, So that there was no fort of neceflity
for us to proceed farther, although we had been
in a better condition, But eur politicians at that
time had other views ; and a new war muft be un-
dertaken upon the advice of thofe, who with their
partifans and adherents, were to be the {fole gainers
by it. A grand alliance was therefore made between
the Emperor, England, and the States-General ;
by which, if the injuries complained of from
France were not remedied in two months, the par-
ties concerned were obliged mutually to aflift each
other with their whole firength.

Thus we became parties in a war in conjunction
with two allies, whofe fhare in the quarrel was be-
yond all proportion greater than ours. However,
T can fee no reafon from the words of the grand
alliance, by which we were obliged to make thofe
prodigious expences we have fince been at. By
what I have always heard and read, I take the whole
ftrength of a nation, as underftood in that treaty, to
be the utmoft that a prince can raife annually from
his fubjeéts. If he be forced to mortgage and bor-
tow, whether at home or abroad, it is not, pro-
perly fpeaking, his own firength, or that of the na-
tion, but the entire fubftance of particular perfons,
which not being able to raife out of the annual in-
come of his kingdom, he takes upon fecurity, and

can
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¢an only pay the intereft. And, by this method,
one part of the nation is pawned to the other, with
hardly a poffibility left of being ever redeemed.
Surely it would have been enough for us to have
fufpended the payment of our debts contraded in
the former war; and to have continued our land
and malt-tax, with thofe others, which have fince
been mortgaged ; thefe, with fome additions, would
have made up fuch a fum, as with prudent ma-
nagement, might, I fuppofe, have maintained an
hundred thoufand men by fea and land 5 a reafon-
able guota in all confcience for that ally, who ap-
prehended leaft danger, and expected leaft advans
tage. Nor can we imagine, that either of the con-
federates, when the war began, would have been
fo unreafonable as to refufe joining with us upon
fuch a foot, and expet that we fhould every year
go between three and four millions in debt (which
hath been our cafe), becaufe the French could
hardly have contrived any offers of a peace fo ruin-
ous to us as fuch a war. Pofterity will be at a lofs
to conceive, what kind of fpirit could poflefs their
anceftors, who, after ten years fuffering by the
unexampled politics of a nation maintaining a war
oy annually pawning itfelf; and during a f{hort
peace, while they were looking back with
fiorror on the heavy loads of debts they had
contratted, univerfally condemning thofe per-
aicious counfels which had occafioned them ;
racking their inventions for fome remedies or
expedients to mend their fhattered condition;
I fay, that thefe very people, without giving them-
fclves time to breathe, fhould again enter into a
more dangerous, chargeable, and expenfive war
for the fame or perhaps a greater period of time,
and without any apparent neceffity. It is obvious
in a private fortune, that whoever annually runs
out, and continues the fame expences, muft eve
year mortgage a greater quantity of land than he

Bb 2 did
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did before ; and as the debt doubles and trebles
upon him, fo doth his inability to pay it. By the
fame proportion we have fuffered twice as much by
this laft ten years war, as We did by the former;
and if it were poffible to continue it five years
longer at the fame rate, it would be as great a bur-
den as the whole twenty. This computation being
{o eafy and trivial as it is almoft a fhame to men-
tion it ; pofterity would think, that thofe who firft
advifed the war wanted either the fenfe or the ho-
nefty to confider it.

And as we have wafted our ftrength and vital
fubftance in this profufe manner, fo we have
fhamefully mifapplied it to ends at leaft very diffe-
rent from thofe for which we undertook the war,
and often to effeét others which after a peace we
may feverely repent. ‘This is the fecond article I
propofed to examine,

We have now for ten years together turned the
whole force and expence of the war where the ene-
my was' beft able to hold us at 2 bay ; where we
could propofe no manner of advantage to ours:
felvess where it ‘was highly impolitic toenlarge our
conqueft; utterly < neglecting that ~part, which
would have faved and gained us many millions,
which the perpetual maxims of our government
teach us to purfue; which would have fooneft
weakened the enemy, and muft either have pro-
moted a fpeedy peace, or enabled us to continue
the war.

Thofe who are fond of continuing the war, cry up
our conftant fuccefs at a moft prodigious rate, and
reckon it infinitely greater than in all human' pro-
bability we had reafon to hope. Ten glorious
campaigns are paffed, and now at laft, like the
fick man, we are juft expiring with all forts of
good {ymptoms. Did the advifers of this war fup-
pofe it would continue ten years without expecting
zhe fuccefs we have had ; and yet at the fame time

determine,
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determine, that France muft be reduced, and Spain
fubdued, by employing our whole ftrength upon
Flanders ? Did they believe, the laft war left us
in a condition to furnifh fuch vaft fupplies for fo
long a period without involving us and our pofte-
rity in inextricable debts ? If, after fuch miraculous
doings we are not yet in a condition of bringing
France to our terms, nor can tell when we {hall
be {o, although we fhould proceed without any re-
verfe of fortune ; what could we look for in the
ordinary courfe of things, but a Flanders war of
at leafttwenty years longer ? Do they indeed think,
a town taken for the Dutch is a fufficient recom-
penfe to us for fix millions of money ; which is of
fo little confequence to determine the war, that the
French may yet hold out a dozen years more, and
afford a town every campaign at the fame price ?

I fay not this by any means to detraét from the
army, or its leaders, Getting into the enemy’s
lines, pafling rivers, and taking towns, may be ac-
tions attended with many glorious circumftances :
but when all this brings no real folid advantage to
us; when it hath no other end than to enlarge the
territories of the Dutch, and increafe the fame
and wealth of our generaly I conclude, however it
comes about, that things are not as they fhould
be; and that furely our forces and money might
be better employed, both towards reducing our e-
nemy, and working out fome benefit to ourfelves,
But the cafe is ftill much harder ; we are deftroy-
ing many thoufand lives, exhaufting our fubftance,
not for our own intereft, which would be but com-
mon prudence ; not for a thing indifferent, which
would be fufficient folly ; but perhaps to our own
deftruction, which is perfe@t madnefs, We may
live to feel the effeds of our own valour more fen-
fibly, than all the confequences we imagine from
the dominions of Spain in the Duke of Anjou.
‘We have conquered a noble territory for the fates,

that
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that will maintain fufficient troops to defend itfelf,
and feed many hundred thoufand inhabitants ;
where all our encouragement will be given t0 intro-
duce and improve manufactures, which was the only
advantage they wanted ; and which, added to their
{kill, induftry, and parfimony, will enable them to
underfell us in every market of the world.

Our fupply of forty thoufand men according to
the firft ftipulation, added to the quotas of the
Emperor and Holland, which they were obliged to
furnifth, would have made an army of near two
hundred thoufand, exclufive of garrifons, enough
to withftand all the power that France could bring
againft it; and we might have employed the reft
much better both for the common caufe and our
own advantage.

The war in Spain muft be imputed to the credu-
lity of our minifters, who {uffered themfelves to be
perfuaded by the Imperial court, that the Spaniards
were {o violently affeéted to the houfe of Auftria,
as upon the fir{t appearance there with a few troops
under the Archduke, the whole kingdom would
immediately revolt. 'This we tried ; andfound the
Emperor to have deceived either us or himfelf.
Yet there we drove on the war at a prodigious dif-
advantage with great expence; and, by a moft
corrupt management, the only general *, who, by
a courfe of conduét and fortune almoft miraculous,
had nearly put us into pofieflion of that kingdom,
was left wholly unfupported, expofed to the envy
of his rivals, difappointed by the caprices of a
young unexperienced prince, under the guidance
of a rapacious German miniftry, and at laft called
home in difcontent, By which our armies, both
in Spain and Portugal, were made a facrifice to a-
varice, ill condu&, or treachery.

In common prudence we fhould cither have

& The Earl of Peterborough.
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pufhed that war with the utmoft vigour in {o for-
tunate a jundture, efpccially fince the gaining that
kingdom was the great point for which we pretend-
€d to continue the war; or at leaft when we had
Jound, or made that defign impracticable, we fhould
not have gone on in {o expenfive a management of
it; but have kept our troops on the defenfive in Ca-
talonia, and purfued fome other way more effectual
tor diftrefling the common enemy and advantaging
ourfelves,

And what a noble field of honour and profit had
we before us wherein to employ the beft of our
ftrength, which, againft all maxims of Britith po-
licy, we fuffered to lie wholly neglected ! I have
fometimes wondered how it came to pafs, that the
ftyle of maritime powers, by which our allies in a
fort of contemptuous manner ufually couple us
with the Dutch, did never put us in mind of the
fea ; and while fome politicians were {hewing us
the way to Spain by Flanders, ot hers to Savoy or
Naples, that the Weft Indies {hould never come
into their heads. With half the charge we have
been at, we might have maintained our original
quota of forty thoufand men in Flanders, and art
the fame time by our flects and naval forees have
{o diftrefled the Spaniards in the north and fouth
feas of America, as to prevent any returns of mo-
ney from thence except in our own bottoms, This
is what beft became us to do as a maritime power ;
this, with any common degree of fuccefs, would
foon have compelled France to the neceflities of a
peace, and Spain to acknowledge the Archduke,
But while we for ten years have been fquandering
4Wway our money upon the continent, France hath
been wifely ingrofling all the trade of Peru, going
diretly with their fhips to Lima and other ports,
and there receiving ingots of gold and filver for
French goods of little value ; which, befides the
mighty advantage to their nation at prefent, may
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divert the channel of that trade for the future, {0
beneficial to us, who ufed to receive ann aally fucli
vaft fums at Cadiz for our goods {ent thence
to the Spanifh Weft Indies. All this we tamely
faw and fuffered without the leaft attempt to hin-
der it except what was performed by fome private
men at Briftol, who, inflamed by a- true {pirit of
courage and induftry, did, about three years agos
with a few veflels, fitted out at their own charge,
make a moft fuccefsful voyage into thofe parts;
took one of the Aquapulco thips, very narrowly
mified the other, and are lately returned laden with
unenvied wealth, to fhew us what might have been
done with the like management by a public under-
taking. At lealt we might eafily have prevented
thofe great returns of moncy to France and Spain,
although: we could not have taken it ourfelves.
And if it be true; as thie advocates for war would
have it, thatthe French are now {o impoveri{hedé
in what condition muft tliey have been if that
iue of wealth had been ftopped ?

But great events often turn upon very fmall cir-
cumftances, It was the kingdom’s misfortune,
that the fea was not the Duke of Marlborough’s e-
Jement ; otherwife the ivhole force of the war
would infallibly have been beftowed there, infinite-
ly to the advantage of his country, which would
then have gone hand in hand with his own. But
it is very truly objected, that if we alone had made
fuch an attempt as this, Holland would have been
jealous; or if we had done it in conjunction with
Holland, the houfe of Auftria would have beed
difcontented. This hath been the fiyle of late
years ; which whoever introduced among us; they
have taught our allies to {peak after them. Other-
wife it could hardly enter into any imagination,
that while we are.confederates in a war with thofe
who are to have the whole profit, and who leave a

double fhare of the burden upon us, we dare not
think
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think of any defign (although againft-the common
enemy) where there is the leaft profpet of doing
good to our own country, for fear of giving um-
brage and offence to our allies, while we are ruin-
ing ourfelves to conquer provinces and kingdoms
for them. I therefore confefs with thame, that
this obje¢tion is true: for it is very well known,
that while the defign of Mr. Hill’s expedition * re~
mained a fecret, it was fufpefted in Holland and
Germany to be intended againft Peru; whereupon
the Dutch made every where their public com-
plaints; and the minifters at Vienna talked of it
as an infolence in the Queen to attempt [uch an under-
¢aking ; which ’tlthoucrh it has failed, partly by the
accidents of a ftorm, “and partly. bv the i“tubern—
nefs or treachery of fome in that colony, for whofe
relief, and at whofe intreaty, it was in fome mea-
fure defigned, is no obje€tion at all to an enter=-
prize {o well concerted, and with fuch fair proba-
bility of fuccefs,

It was fomething fingular that the States {hould
exprefs their uneafinefs, when they thought we in-
tended to make {fome attempt in the Spanith Weft
Indies ; becaufe it is agreed between us, that what-
ever is conquered there by us or them fhall belong
to the conqueror; which is the only article that I
can call to mind in all our treaties or ftipulations
with any view of intereft to this kingdom ; and for
that very reafon, I fuppofe, among others, hath
been altogether negleéted. Let thofe who think
this too fevere a refletion, examine the whole ma-
nagement of the prefent war by {ea and land, with
all our alliances, treaties, {tipulations, and con-
ventions, and coniider whether the whole doth not
look, as if fome particular care and induftry had

1t The expedition in 1717, wherein Sir Hovenden Walker com=
manded the ficer, and Mr. Hill the land-forces for the reduion of
Quebec and Canada, and regaining the Newfoundland fithery,
which the French had taken from us,

Vou. II. Cc been
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been ufed to prevent any benefit or advantage thiat
might poffibly accrue to Britain ? :

This kind of treatment from our two principal
allies bath taught the {ame diale&t to all the reft;
fo that there is not a petty prince whom we half
maintain by {ubfidies and penfions, who is not rea-
dy upon every occafion to threaten us, that hewill
recall his troops (although they muft rob or ftarve
at home) if we refufe to comply with him in any
demand, however unreafonable.

Upon the third head I {hall produce {fome inftan-
ces to thew; how tamely we have fuffered cach of
our allies to infringe every article in thofe treaties
and ftipulations, by which they were bound ; and
to lay the load upon us:

But before I enter upon this; which is a large
{ubject, I fhall take leave to offer a few remarks
on certain articles in three of our treaties ; which
may let us perceive how much  thofe minifters va-
lued or underftood the trueintereft, fafety, or ho<
nour of their country.

We have made two alliances with Portugal, an
offenfive and a defenfive ; the firft is to remain in
force only during the prefent war; the fecond to
be perpetual. In the offerifive alliance, the Empe-
ror, England; and Holland, are parties with Por-
tugal ; in the defenfive, only we and the States.

Upon the firft article of the offenfive alliance it
is to be obferved, thatalthough the grand alliance,
as I have already faid; allows England and Holland
to poflefs for their own whatever eachof them fhall
conquer in the Spanifh Wedt Indies; yet there we
are quite cutout by confenting, that the Archduke
fhall poffefs the dominions of Spain in as full 2
manner as their late K. Charles. And what is
more remarkable, we broke this very article in fa-
vour of Portugal by fubfequent ftipulations ; where
we agree that K Charles thall deliver up Eftrama-
dura, Vigo, and fome other places to the Portu-

guele
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guefe, as foon as we can conquer them from the
enemy. They who are guilty of fo much folly
and contradi¢tion, know beft whether it proceeded
from corruption or ftupidity.

By two other articles (befides the honour of be-
ing convoys and guards in ordinary to the Portu-
gucfe fhips and coafts), we are to guefs the enemy’s
thoughts, and to take the King of Portugal’sword
whenever he hath a fancy that he fhall be invaded:
We are alfo to furnith him with a firength fuperior
to what the enemy intends to invade any of his do-
minions with, let that be what it wiil.  And until
we know what the enemy’s forces are, his Portu-
guefe Majetty is fole judge what ftrength is fupe:
rior, and what will be able to prevent an invafiong
and may fend our fleets whenever he pleafes upon
his errands to fome of the farther parts of the
world, or keep them attending upon his.own coafis
till he think fit to difinifs them. Thefe fleets muft
likewife be fubjeét in’ all things, ‘not- only to the
King, but to his viceroys, admirals, and gOVErnors
in any of his toreign dominions, when he is in an
humour to apprehend an invafion 5 which, T believe,
is an indignity that was never offered before; except
10 2 conquered nation.

In the defenfive alliance with that crown, which
is to remain perpetual, and where only England
and Holland are parties with them, ‘the fame care
in almoft the {fame words is taken for our fleet to
attend their coafts and foreign dominions, and to
be under the fame obedience. 'Weé and the States
are likewife to furnith them with twelve thoufand
menat our own charge, which weare conftantyto
cecruit ; and thefe are to be fubjedt to the Portu-
guefe generals.

In the offenfive alliance we took no care of hav-
ing the affiftance of Portugal, whenever v «fhould
-be invaded ; but in this it feems we are wiler ; for
that King is obliged to make war on France or

5% 2 Spain,
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Spain, whenever we or Holland are invaded by ei-
ther ; but before this we are to fupply them with
the fame forces both by fea and land, as if he were
invaded himfelf. And this muft needs be a very
prudent and fafe courle for a maritime power totake
upon a fudden invafion; by which, inftead of ma-
king ufc of our fleets and arms for our own de-
fence, we muft fend them abroad for the defence
of Portugal.

By the thirteenth article we are told what this af-
Gftance is which the Portuguefe are to give us, and
upon what conditions. They are to furnith ten
men of war ; and when England and Holland fhall
be invaded by France and Spain together, or by
Spain alone, in either of thefe cafes thofe ten Por-
tuguefe men of war are to ferve only upon cheir
own coafts ; where no doubt they will be of mighty
ufe to their allies, and terror tothe enemy.

How the Dutch were drawn to havea part in ei-
ther of thefe two alliances, is not very material to
inquire, fince they have been fo wifc as mever to
obferve thems and, I fuppofe;, never intended it 3
but refolved, as they have fince done, t0 thift the
load upon us. '

Let any man read thefe two treaties from the be-
ginning to the end, he will imagine that the King
of Portugal and his minifters fat down and made
them by themfelves, and then fent them to their
allies to fign the whole fpirit- and tenor of them
quite through running only upon this fingle point,
what we and Holland are to do for Portugal, with-
out any mention of an equivalent, except thofe ten
thips, which, at the time when we have greateft
need of their afliftance, are obliged to attend upon
their own coafts.

The barrier-treaty between Great Britain and
Holland was concluded at the Hague, on the 29th
of OGober in the year 1709: « In this treaty nei-
ther her Majefty nor her kingdoms have any inter-

eft
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eft or concern, farther than what is mentioned in
the {fecond and the twentieth articles : by the for-
mer the States are to affift the QUEEN in defending
the alt of fucceflion ; and by the other, not to treat
of a peace, till France hath acknowledged the
QuekeN and the fucceflion of Hanover, and pro-
mifed to remove the pretender out of that king’s
dominions.

As to the firft of thefe, it is certainly for the
fafety and intereft of the States-General, that the
Proteftant fucceffion thould be preferved in Eng-
land ; becaufe fuch a Popi/b prince as we appre-
hended, would infallibly join with France in the
ruin of that republic. And the Dutch are as much
bound to fupport our fuccefiion, as they are tied
to any part of a treaty or league offenfive and de-
fenfive againft 2 common enemy, without any fe-
parate benefit upon that confideration. Her Maje-
fty is in the full peaceable poflefion of her king-
doms, and of the hearts of her people ; among
whom hardly one in five thoufand are in the pre-
tender’s intereft. And whether the affiftance of
the Dutch, to preferve a right fo well eftablithed,
be an equivalent to thofe many unreafonable exor-
bitant articles in the reft of the treaty, let the
world judge. What an impreffion of our fettle-
ment muitit give abroad, to {ee our minifters of-
fering fuch conditions to the Dutch to prevail on
them to be guarantees of our aéts of parliament
neither perhaps is it right, in point of policy or
good fenfe, that a foreign power thould be called
in to confirm our fucceffion by way of guarantee,
but only to acknowledge it; otherwife we put it
out of the power of our own legiflature to change
our fucceffion without the confent of that prince or
ftate who is guarantee, how much foever the ne-
ceflities of the kingdom may require it,

As to the other article, it is a natural confe-
quence that muft attend any treaty of peace we can

make
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make with France; being only the acknowledge-
ment of her Majefty as QurEN of her own domi-
nions, and the right of fucceflion by our own laws,
which no foreign power hath any pretence to difs
pute.

However, in order to deferve thefe mighty ad-
vantages from the States, the reft of the treaty is
wholly taken up in directing what we are to do for
them.

By the grand alliance, which was the foundation
of the prefent war, the Spanith Low ‘Countries
were to be recovered and delivered to the King of
Spain ; but by this treaty, that prince is to poflefs
nothing in Flanders during the war; and after a
peace the States are to have the military command
of about twenty towns, with their dependencies,
and four hundred thoufand crowns a year from
the King of spain to maincain their garrifons. By
which means they will have the command of all
Flanders, from Newport on the fea, to Namur on
the Maefe, and be entirely mafters of the Pais de
Waas, the richeft part of thofe provinces. Fur-
ther, they have liberty to- garrifon any place they
fhall think fit in the Spanifh Low Countries, when-
ever there is an appearance ‘of wagp ; and confe-
quently to put garrifons into Oftend, or where elfe
they pleafe, upon a rupture with England

By this treaty likewife the Dutch will in effect be
entire maiters of all the Low Countries ;. may im-
pofe duties, reftri¢tions in commerce, and prohi-
bitions at their pleafure; and in that fertile coun-
try may fet up all forts of manufaétures, particu-
Jarly the woollen, by inviting the difobliged manu-
faturers in Ireland, and the French refugees, who
are {cattered all over Germany. And as this ma-
nufadture increafeth abroad, the clothing-people of
England will be neceflitated for want of employ-
ment to follow ; and in few years, by help of the
low intereft of money in Holland, Flanders may

recover




THE CONDUCT OF THE ALLIES. 20M

ecover that beneficial trade which we got from
them. The landed men of England will then be
forced to re-eftablith the ftaples of wool abroad 3
and the Dutch, inftead of being only the carriers,
will become the original poflefiors of thofe commo.
dities, with which the greateft part of the trade is
now carried on,  And as they increafe their trade,
it is obvious they will enlarge their ftrength at fea,
and that ours muft leficn in proportion,

All the ports in Flanders are to be {ubjeét to the
like duties, that the Dutch fhall lay upon the
Scheld, which is to be clofed on the fide of the
States: thus all other nations are in efie¢t fhut out
from trading with Flanders. Yet in the very fame
article it is faid, that ““ the States thall be favoured
¢ in all the Spanith dominions as much as Great
< Britain, or as the people moft favoured.” We
have conquered Flanders for them, and are in a
worfe condition as to our trade there, than before
the war began. We have been the great fupport
of the King of Spain, to whom the Dutch have
hardly contributed any thing at all; and yet « the
““ are to be equally favoured with us in all his dg-
““ minions. Of all this the QUEEN is under the
unreafonable obligation of being guarantee, and
that they fhall pofiefs their barrier and their four
hundred thoufand crowns a year, even before a
peace,

Itis to be obferved, that this treaty was only
figned by one of our plenipotentiaries * ; and I
have been told, that the other + was heard to fay,
he would rather lofe his right hand than fet it to
{uch a treaty, Had he {poke thofe words in due
feafon, and loud enough to be heard on this fide
the water, confidering the credit he had then at
court, he might have faved much of his country’s

* Lord Townfhend, See John Bull,
T Duke of Marlborough,

honour,
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honour, and got as much to himfelf; therefore, if
the report be true, I am inclined to think he only
SAID it. I have been likewife told, that fome
very neceffary circumftances were wanting in the
entrance upon this treaty; but the minifters here
rather chofe to facrifice the honour of the crown,
and the fafety of their country, than not ratify
what one of their favourites had tranfaéted.

Let me now confider in what manner our allies
have obferved thofe treaties they made with us,
and the feveral ftipuladions and agreements purfu-
ant to them,

By the grand alliance between the Empire, Eng-
Jand, and Holland, we were to aflift the other two
sotis viribus, by fea and land. DBy 2 convention
fubfequent to this treaty, the proportions which the
feveral parties thould contribute towards the war,
were adjufted in the following manner : the Em-
peror was obliged to furnith ninety thoufand men
againft France, either in Italy, or upon the Rhine;
Folland to bring fixty thoufand into the field in
Flanders, exclufive of garrifons; and we forty
thoufand. In winter 1702, which was the next
year, the Duke of Mariborough propofed raifing
ten thoufand men more by way of augmentation,
and to carry on the war with greater vigour ; to
which the parliament agreed, and the Dutch were
to raife the fame number. This was upon a par,

dire@ly contrary to the former ftipulation, whereby

our part was to be a third lefs than theirs; and
therefore it was granted with a condition that Hol-
land {hould break off all trade and commerce with
France. But this condition was never executed 3
the Dutch only amufing us with a fpecious declara-
tion, till our feflion of parliament was ended ; and
the following year it was taken off by concert be-
tween our general and the States, without any rea-
fon afligned, for the fatisfation of the kingdom.
The next, and fome enfuing campaigns, further ad-

ditional
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ditional forces were allowed by parliament for the
war in Flanders; and in every new fupply the
Dutch gradually leflened their proportions, altho’
the parliament addrefled the Queen, that the States
might be defired to obferve them according to a-
greement ; which had no other effe, than to teach.
them to elude it by making their troops nominal
corps ; as they did by keeping up the number of
regunents, but finking a fifth part of the men and
money ; {o that now things are juft inverted. And
in all new levies we contributed a third more than
the Dutch, who at firft were obliged to the fame
proportion more than us,

Befides, the more towns we conquer for the
States, the worfe condition we are in towards re-
ducing the common enemy, and confequently of
putting an end to the war. For they make no
feruple of employing the troops of their quste to=
wards garrifoning every town, as faft as it is taken ;
directly contrary to the agreement between us, by
which all garrifons are particularly excluded. This
s at length arrived, by feveral fteps, to fuch a
height, that there are at prefent in the field not fo
many forces under the Duke of Marlborough’s
command in Flanders, as Britain alone maintaing
for that fervice, nor have been for fome years
pait.

The Duke of Marlborough having entered the
enemies lines and taken Bouchain, formed the de-
fign of keeping fo great a number of troops, and
particularly of cavalry, in Lifle, Tournay, Doway,
and the country between, as fthould be able to har-
rafs all the neighbouring provinces of France dur-
ing the winter, prevent the enemy from ereéting
their magazines, and, by confequence, from fub-
fifting their forces next fpring, and render it im-
poflible for them to aflemble their army another
year, without going back behind the Soam to do
it. In order ta.effet this projed, it was neceflary

Vor.II Dd to
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to be at an expence extraordinary of forage for the
troops, for building ftable, finding fire and candle
for the foldiers, with other incident charges. The
Queen readily agreed to furnifh her fhare of the
firlt article, that of the forage, which only belong-
ed to her. But the ftates infifting, that her Ma-
jefty thould likewife come into a proportion of the
other articles, which in juftice belonged totally to
them : ihe agreed even to that, rather than a de-
fign of this importance thould fail. And yet we
know it hath failed, and that the Dutch refufed
their confent till the time was paft for putting it in
execution, even 'in the opinion of thofe who pro-
pofed it. Perhaps.a certain article in the treaties
of contribution {ubmitted to by fuch of the French
dominions as pay them to the States, was the prin-
cipal caufe of defeating this projeét ; fince one great
advantage to have been gained by it was, as is be-
fore mentioned, to have hindred the enemy from
eredting their magazines ; and one article in thofe
treatics of contributions is, that the produét of
thofe. countries {hall pafs free and unmolefted. So
that the queftion was reduced to this fhort iffue :
Whether the Dutch fhould lofe this paltry benefit,
or the common caufe an advantage of fuch mighty
importance ? : _ _
The fea being the element where we might moft
probably carry on the war with any advantage to
ourfelves, it was agreed, that we fhould bear five
eighths of the charge in that fervice, and the Dutch
the other three; and, by the grand alliance, what-
ever we or Holland thould conquer in the Spanifh
Weft-Indics, was to accrue to the conquerors, It
might therefore have been hoped, that this maritime
ally of ours would have made up in their fleet what
they fell thort in their army ; but quite otherwife,
they never once furnithed their guota cither of thips
or men ; or if fome few of their fleet now and then
appeared, it was no more than appearing; for they
immediately
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immediately feparated to look to their merchants,
and protect their trade. And we may remember
very well, when thefe guarantees of our fucceflion
after having not one {hip for many months toge-
ther in the Mediterranean, fent that part of their
quota thither, and furnithed nothing to us, at the
{ame time that they alarmed us with the rumour of
an invafion. And laft year, when Sir James With-
art was difpatched into Holland to expoftulate with
the States, and to defire they would make good
their agreements in {o important a part of the fer-
vice ; he met with fuch a reception as ill became a
republic to give, that were under fo many great
obligations to us ; in fhort, fuch an one as thofe
only deferved who are content to take it.

It hath likewife been no {fmall inconvenience to
us, that the Dutch aze always flow in paying their
fubfidies ; by which means the weight and preflure
of the payment lies upon the Quecen, as well as the
blame if her Majeity be not very exaét. Nor will
even this always content our allies : for, in July #7171,
the King of Spain was paid all his {ubfidies to the
firft of January next; neverthelefs he hath fince
complained for want of money; and his [[ecretary
threatened, that if we would not further fupply his
Majefty, he could not anfiver for what might hap-
pen ; although K. Charles had not at that time one
third of the troeps for which he was paid; and
even thofe he had were neither paid or clothed.

I cannot forbear mentioning here another paffage
concerning fubfidies, to thew what opinion foreign-
ers have of our eafinefs, and how much they rec-
kon themfelves mafters of our money, whenever
they think fit to call for it. The %een was by a-
greement to pay two hundred thoufand crowns a-
year to the Pruflian troops ; the States one hun-
dred thoufand ; and the Emperor only thirty thou-
fand for recruiting ; which his Imperial Majefty
aever paid, Prince Eugene happening to pafs by
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Berlin, the minifters of that court applied to him
for redrefs in this particular ; and his Highnefs ve-
ry frankly promifed them, that, in confideration
of this deficiency, Britain and the Statcs thould in-
creafe their fubfidies to feventy thoufand crowns

" more between them 5 and that the Emperor thould

be punétual for the time to come, This was done
by that prince without any orders or power what-
foever. The Dutch very reafonably refufed con-
fenting to it ; but the Pruffian minifter here making
his applications at our court, prevailed on us to a-
gree to our proportion, before we could hear what
refolution would be taken in Holland. It is there-
fore to be hoped, that his Pruffian Majefty, at the
end of this war, will not have the fame caufe of
complaint which he had at the clofe of the laft ;
that his military cheft was emptier by twenty thou-
fand crowns than at the time that war began.

The Emperor, as we have already faid, was by
fipulation to furnifh ninety thoufand men again{t
the common enemy, as having no fleets to main-
tain, and in right of his family being moft con-
cerned in the fuccefs of the war. However, this
agreement hath been fo ill obferved, that from the
beginning of the war to this day, neither of the twa
laft emperors had ever twenty thoufand men on
their own account in the common caufe, excepting
once in Italy, when the /mperial court exerted 1it-
felf in a point they have much more at heart, than
that of gaining Spain or the Indies to their family.
When they had fucceeded in their attempts on the
fide of Italy, and obferved our blind zeal for pufh-
ing on the war at all adventures, they {oon found
out the moft effeftual expedient to excufe them-
felves. 'They computed eafily, that it would coft
them lefs to make large prefents to one {ingle per-
fon than to pay an army, and to turn to as good
account. They thought they could not put their

affairg
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affairs into better hands ; and therefore wifely left
us to fight their battles,

Befides, it appeared by feveral inftances how lit-
tle the Emperor regarded his allies, or the caufe
they were engaged in, when once he thought the
empire itlelf was fecure. It is known enough, that
he might feveral times have made a peace with his
difcontented fubjedts in Hungary upon terms not
at all unbefitting either his dignity or intereft ; but
he rather chofe to facrifice the whole alliance to his
private paffions, by entirely {fubduing and enflaving
a miferable people, who had but too much provo-
cation to take up arms to free themfelves from the
oppreflions under which they were groaning ; vet
this muft ferve as an excufe for breaking his agree-
ment, and diverting fo great a body of troops,
which might have been employed againft France.

Another inftance of the Emperor’s indifference,
or rather diflike, to the common caufe of the allies,
is the bufinefs of Toulon. This defign was indeed
difcovered here at home, by a perfon whom every
body knows to be the creature of a certain great
tian, at leaft as much noted for his fkill in gaming
as in politics, upon the bafe mercenary end of get-
ting money by wagers, which was then fo common
a practice, that I remember a gentleman in bufinefs,
who having the curiofity to inquire how wagers
went upon the exchange, found fome people deep
in the fecret to have been concerned in that kind
of traffic; as appeared by premiums named for
towns, which nobody but thofe behind the curtain
could fufpect. However, although this proje¢t had
gotten wind by fo fcandalous a proceeding ; yet
Toulon might probably have been taken, if the Em-
peror had not thought fit in that very junture to
detach twelve or fifteen thoufand men to feize Na-
ples, as an enterprife that was more his private and
immediate intereft, But it was manifeft, that his
Imperial Majefty had no mind to fee Toulon in

poficflion
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pofleflion of the allies; for even with thefe difcou-
ragements the attempt might yet have fucceeded, if
Prince Eugene had not thought fit to oppofe it;
which cannot be imputed to his own judgement,
but to fome politic reafons of his court. The
Duke of Savoy was for attacking the enemy as {oon
as our army arrived 5 but when the Marechal de
Thefle’s troops were all come up, to pretend to be-
fiege the place, in the condition we were at that
time, was a farce and a jeft. Had Toulon fallen
+hen into our hands, the maritime power of France
would, in a great meafure, have been deftroyed.
But a much greater inftance than either of the
foregoing, how little the Emperor regarded us_or
our quarrel, after all we had done to fave his Im-
perial crown, and to affert the title of his brother
to the monarchy of Spain, may be brought from
the proceedings of that court not many months
ago. It was judged, that a war carried on upon
the fide of Italy would caufe a great diverfion of
the French forces, sound them in a very tender
part, and facilitate the progrefs of our arms in
Spain as well as Flanders. It was propofed to the
Duke of Savoy to make this diverfion ; and not
only a diverfion during the fummer, but the winter
100, by taking quarters on _this fide of the hills,
Only, in order to make him willing and able to
perform this work, two points were to be fettled :
firft, it was neceflary to end the difpute between the
Imperial court and his Royal Highnefs, which had
no other foundation than the Emperor’s refufing
to make good fome articles of that treaty, on the
faith of which the Duke engaged in the prefent
war, and for the execution whereof Britain and
Holland became guarantees, at the requeft of the
late Emperor Leopold. To remove this difficulty,
the Earl of Peterborough was difpatched to Vien-
na, got over fome part of thofe difputes to the fa-
sisfaction of the Duke of Savoy, and had put the
reft
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reft in a fair way of being accommodated at the
time the Emperor Jofeph died. Upon which great
event the Duke of Savoy took the refolution of
putting himfelf at the head of the army, althoughi
the whole matter was not finifhed, fince the com-
mon caufe required his afliftance ; and that until 4
new Emperor were eleéted, it was impoflible to
make good the treaty to him. In order to enable
him, the only thing he afked was, that he fhould
be reinforced by the Imperial court with eight thou-
fand men before the end of the campaign, Mr;
‘Whiteworth was fent to Vienna to make this pro-
pofal; and it is credibly reported, that he was im-
powered, rather than fail, to offer forty thoufand
pounds for the march of thofe eight thoufand men,;
if he found it was want of ability, and not inclina-
Zion, that hindered the fending them. But he was
fo far from fucceeding, that it was faid the mini-
fters of that court did not fo much as give him an
opportunity to tempt them with any particular
fums ; but cut off all his hopes at once, by alledg-
ing the impoflibility of complying with the Queen’s
demands upon any confideration whatfoever, T hey
could not plead their old excufe of the war in Hun-
gary, which was then brought to an end. They
had nothing to offer but fome general {peculative
reafons, which it would expofe them to repeat ;
and {o after much delay, and many trifling preten-
ces, they utterly refufed fo fmall and feafonable an
afliftance ; to the ruin of a projed that would have
more terrified France, and caufed a greater diver-
fion of their forces, than a much more NUMErous
army in any other part. Thus for want of eight
thoufand men, for whofe winter-campaign the
Queen was willing to give forty thoufand pounds ;
and for want of cxecuting the defign I lately men-
tioned, of hindering the enemy from ereéting ma-
gazines, towards which her Majefty was ready not
only to bear her own proportion, but a fhare of

that
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that which the States were obliged to'; our hopes of
taking winter-quarters in the north and fouth parts
of France are eluded, and the war left in that me-
thod which is like to continue it longeit. Can
there an example be given, in the whole courfe of
this war, where we have treated the pettieft prince
with whom we had to deal in fo contemptuous 2
manner ¢ Did we ever once confider what we could
afford, or what we were obliged to when our aflift-
ance was defired, even while we lay under imme-
diate apprehenfions of being invaded ¢
When Portugal came as a confederate into the
and alliance, it was ftipulated, that the Empire,
England, and Holland, {hould each maintain four
thoufand men of their own troops in that king-
dom, and pay hetween them a million of patta-
coons to the King of Portugul for the fupport of
twenty-eight thoufand Portuguefe ; which number
of forty thoufand was to be the confederate army
againft Spain on the Portugal fide. This treaty
was ratificd by all the three powers. Butina {hovt
time after the Emperor declared himfelf unable to
comply with his part of the agreement, and fo lefe
the two thirds upon us ; who very generoufly un-
dertook that burthen, and at the fame time two
thirds of the fubfidies for maintenance of the Por-
tuguefe troops. But neither is this the worft part
of the ftory ; for although the Dutch did indeed
fend their own quotz of four thoufand men to Por-
tugal, (which however they would not agree to but
upon condition that the other two thirds fhould be
fupplied by us) ; yet they never took care to recruit
them : for in the year 1706, the Portuguefe, Bri
tith, and Dutch forces having marched with the
Earl of Galway into Caftile, and by the noble con-
duét of that general being forced to retire into Va-
lencia, it was found neceffary to raife a new army
en the Portugal fide; where the Queen hath, at

feveral times, increafed her cftablilhment to ten
thoufand
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thoufand five hundred men; and the Dutch never
veplaced one fingle man, nor paid one penny of
their {ubfidies to Portugal in fix years,

The Spanifh army on the fide of Catalonia, is,
or ought to be, about fifty thoufand men, exclu-
five of Portugal. And here the war hath been
carried on almoft entirely at our coft. For this
whole army is paid by the Queen, excepting only
feven battalions and fourteen fquadrons of Dutch
and Palatines ; and even fifteen hundred of thefe
are likewife in our pay ; befides the fums given to
King Charles for fubfidies and the maintenance of
his court. Neither are our troops at Gibralter in-
cluded within this number, And further, we alone
have been at all the charge of tranfporting: the
forces firft fent from Genoa to Barcelona ; and of
all the /mperial recruits from time to time. And
have likewife paid vaft fums as levy-money for eve-
ry individual man and horfe {o furnifhed to recruit;
although the horfes were fcarce worth the price of
tran{portation. But this hath been almoft the con-
{tant misfortune of our fleet during the prefent
war; inftead of being employed on fome enterprife
for the good of the nation, or even for the protec-
tion of our trade, to be wholly taken up in tranf-
porting {oldiers, > s

We have actually conquered all Bavaria, Ulm,
Augfburg, Landaun, and a great part of Alface,
for the Emperor : and by the troops we have fur-
nithed, the armies we have paid, and the diver-
fions we have given to the enemies forces, have
chiefly contributed to the conquefts of Milan, Man-
tu, and Mirandola, and to the recovery of the
duchy of Modena. The laft Emperor drained the
wealth of thofe countries into his own coffers,
without increafing his troops again{t France by fuch
mighty acquifitions, or yielding to the moft reafon-
able requefts we have made.
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Of the many towns w¢ have taken for the Dutch,
we have confented, by the barrier-treaty, that all
thofe which were not in the poflefiion of Spain,
upon the death of the late Catholic King, {hall be
part of the States dominions; and that they fhall
have the military power in the moft confiderable of
the reft ; which is in effect to be abfolute fovereigns
of the whole. And the Hollanders have already
made fuch good ufe of their time, that in conjunc-
tion with our general the oppreflions of Flanders
are much greater than ever.

And this treatment, which we have received from
our two principal allies, hath been pretty well co-
pied by moft other princes in the confederacy, with
whom we have any dealings. For inftance ; feven
Portugnefe regiments, after the battle of Almanza,
avent off with the reft of that broken army to Ca-
talonia ; the King of Portugal {aid he was not able
to pay them, while they were out of his country ;
the Oueen confented therefore to do it herfelf, pro-
vided the King would raife as many more to fupply
their place. This he engaged to do, but never per-
formed, Notwithftanding which, his fubfidies
were conftantly paid him by my Lord Godolphin
for almoft four years, without any deduttion upon
account of thofe feven regiments ; direétly contra-
ry to the feventh article of our offenfive alliance
with that crown, where it is agreed, thata deduc-
tion {hall be made out of thofe fubfidies, in pro-
portion to the number of men wanting in that
complement which the King is to maintain. But
whatever might have been the reafons for this pro-
ceeding, it feems they are above the underftanding
of the prefent Lord Treafurer * ; who not enter-
ing into thofe refinements of paying the public mo-
ney upon private confiderations, hath been {o
uncourtly as to ftop it. This difappointment, I

# Earl of Oxford.
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fuppofe, hath put the court of Lifbon upon other
expedients, of raifing the price of forage, fo as to
force us either to leflen our number of troops, or
be at double expence in maintaing them ; and this
at a time when their own produét, as well as the
import of corn, was never greater; and of demand-
ing a duty upon the foldiers cloaths we carried over
for thofe troops, which have been their fole de-
fence againft an inveterate enemy ; and whofe ex-
ample might have infufed courage, as well as taught
them difcipline, if their {pirits had been capable of
receiving either,

In order to augment our forces every year in the
fame proportion as thofe for whom we fight dimi-
nifh theirs, we have been obliged to hire troops
from feveral princes of the empire, whofe mi-
nifters and refidents here have perpetually im-
portuned the court with unreafonable demands,
under which our late minifters thought fit to be
paffive. For thofe demands were always backed
with a threat to recall their {oldiers ; which was a
thing not to be heard of; becaufe it might difcontent
the Dutch., In the mean time thofe princes never
{ent their contingent to the Emperor, as by the laws
of the empire they are obliged to do; but gave, for
their excufe, that we had already hired all they
could poflibly {pare.

But if all this be true 3 if, according to what I
have affirmed, we began this war contrary to rea-
fon ; if, as the other party themfelves upon all oc-
cafions acknowledge, the fuccefs we have had was
more than we could reafonably expect ; if after all
our fuccefs we have not made that ufe of it,
which in reafon we ought to have done; if we
have made weak and foolifh bargains with our al-
lies 3 fuffered them tamely to break every article,
even in thofe bargains to our difadvantage, and al-
lowed them to treat us with infolence and contempt,
at the very inftant when we were gaining towns,
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provinces, and kingdoms for them, at the price of
our ruin, and without any profpect of intereft to
ourfelves 5 if we have confumed all our firength
in attacking the enemy on the {trongeft fide, wherc
(as the old Duke of Schomberg exprefled it) “ to
¢ engage with France was to take a bull by the
¢ horns ;7 and left wholly unattempted that part
of the war, which could only enable us to continue
or to end it 5 if all this, I {ay, be our cafe, it is a
very obvious queftion to afl, by what motives or
what management we are thus become the dupes and
bubbles of Europe? Sure it cannot be owing to
the ftupidity arifing from the coldnefs of our cli-
mate 5 fince thofe among our allies, who have gi-
ven us moft reafon to complain, are as far removed
from the fun as ourfelves.

If in laying open the real canfes of our prefent
mifery I am forced to fpeak with fome freedom, 1
think it will require nio apology. Reputation is the
{malleft facrifice thofe can make us who have been
the inftruments of our ruin ; becaufe it is that for
which, in all probability, they have the leaft value.
So that in expofing the actions of fuch perfons it
cannot be faid, properly fpeaking, to do them
an injury. DButas it will be {ome fatisfation to our
people to know by whom they have been {o long
abufed ; fo it may be of great ufe to us, and to our
pofterity, not to truit the fafety of their country in
in the hands of thofe who aét by fuch- srinciples,
and from fuch motives.

I have already obferved, that when the counfels
of this war were debated in the late King’s time, 2
certain great man was then {o averfe from entering
into it, that he rather chofe to give up his employ+

ment, and tell the King he could ferve him no
longer. Upon that prince’s death, although the
grounds of our quarrel with France had received
no manner of addition, yet this Lord thought fit
¢o alter his {entiments; for the fcene was quite

changed
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thanged ; his Lordfhip, and the family with whom
he was engaged by fo complicated an alliance, were
in the higheit credit poflible with the Queen. The
treafurer’s ftaff was ready for his Lordfhip; the
Duke * was to command the army, and the
Dutchefs, by her employments, and the favour the
was poffefled of, to be always neareft her Majefty’s
perfon ; by which the whole power at home and
abroad would be devolved upon that family. This
was a proipect {o very inviting, that, to confefs the
truth, it could not be eafily withftood by any, who
have fo keen an appetite for wealth or power. By
an agreement fubfequent to the grand alliance, we
were to aflift the Dutch with forty thoufand men,
all to be commanded by the Duke of Marlborough.
So that whether this war was prudently begun, or
not, it is plain that the true {pring or motive of it
was the aggrandizing a particular family ; and in
thort a war of the general and the miniftry, and not
of the prince or people; fince thofe very perfons
were againft it when they knew the power; and
confequently the profit, would be in other hands.

With thefe meafures fell in all that fet of people
who are called the moneyed men ; fuch as had raifed
vaft fums by trading with ftocks and funds, and
lending upon great intereft and premiums ; whofe
perpetual harveft is war, and whofe beneficial way
of traffic muft very much decline by a peace.

In that whole chain of incroachments made npon
us by the Dutch, which I have above deduced; and
under thofe feveral grofs impofitions from other
princes, if any-one thould afk, why our general
continued {o eafy to the laft? I know no other way
{o probable, o: indeed fo charitable, to account for
it, as by that unmeafurable love of wealth, which
his beft friends allow to be his predominant paffion.
However, I fhall wave any thing that is perfonal

* Duke of Marlborough,
upon
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upon this fubject. Ifhall fay nothing of thofe great
prefents made by feveral princes, which the foldiers
ufed to call winter-foraging, and faid it was better
than that of the fummer ; of two and half per cent.
fubtracted out of all the fubfidies we pay in thofe
parts, which amounts to no inconfiderable fum ;
and, laftly, of the grand perquifites in a long fuc-
cefsful war, which are {o amicably adjufted between
him and the States.

But when the war was thus begun, there foon
fell in other incidents here at home, which made
the continuance of it neceflary for thofe who were
the chief advifers. The Whigs were at that time
out of all credit or confideration. The reigning
favourites had always carried what was called the
Tory principles at leaft as high as our conftitution
could bear ; and moft others in great employments
were wholly in the church-intereft. Thefe laft, a-
mong whom were {everal perfons of the greateft
merit, quality, and confequence, were not able to
endure the many inftances of pride, infolence, a-
varice, and ambition, which thofe favourites began
{o early to difcover, nor to fee them prefuming to
be fole difpenfers of the royal favour. However,
their oppofition was to no purpofe ; they wreftled
with too great a power, and were {oon cruthed un-
der it. For thofe in pofieffion finding they could
never be quiet in their ufurpations, while others
had any credit, who were at leaft upon an equal
foot of merit, began to make overtures to the dif-
carded #higs, who would be content with any terms
of accommodation. Thus commenced this folemn
league and covenant, which hath ever fince been cul-
tivated with fo much application, The great trad-
ers in money were wholly devoted to the Whigs,
who had firft raifed them. The army, the court,
and the treafury, continued under the old defpotic
adminiftration : the #hiss were received into em-
ployment, left to manage the parliament, cry down

the
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the landed intereft, and worry the church., Mean
time our allies, who were not ignorant, that all
this artificial ftruc¢ture had no true foundation in
the hearts of the people, refolved to make the beft
ufeof it as long as it fhould laft., And the general’s
credit being raifed to a great height at home by our
fuccefs in Flanders, the Dutch began their gradual
impofitions ; leflening their guotas, breaking their
ftipulations, garrifoning the towns we took for
them, without fupplying their troops; with many
other infringements : All which we were forced
to fubmit to, becaufe the general was made eafy ;
becaufe the moneyed men at home were fond of
the war ; becaufe the Whigs were not firmly fettled ;
and becaufe that exorbitant degree of power, which
was built upon a fuppofed ncceflity of employing
particular perfons, would go off in a peace. It is
needlefs to add, that the Emperor, and other
princes, followed the example of the Dutch, and
fucceeded as well, for the fame reafons.

I have here imputed the continuance of the war
to the mutual indulgence between our general
and allies, wherein they both fo well found their
accounts : to the fears of the mney-changers, left
their 2ables fhould be cverthrown ; to the defigns of
the Whigs, who apprehended the lofs of their cre-
dit and employments in a peace : and to thofe at
home, who held their immoderate engroflments of
power and favour by no other tenure, than their
own prefumption upon the neceflity of affairs. The
truth of this will appear indifputable, by confider-
ing with what unanimity and concert thefe feveral
parties acted towards that great end.

When the vote pafled in the houfe of Lords a-
gainft any peace without Spain being reftored to
the Auftrian family, the Earl of Wharton told the
houfe that it was indeed impofiible and impracti-
cable to recover Spain ; but however there were
certain reafons why fuch a vote thould be made at
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that time ; which reafons wanted no explanation 3
for the general and the miniftry having refufed to
accept very advantageous offers of a peace, after
the battle of Ramalics, were forced to take in a fet
of men with a previous bargain to fcreen them from
the confequenences of that mifcarriage. And ac-
cordingly, upon the firft fucceeding opportunity
that fell, which was the Prince of Denmark’s
death #, the chief leaders of the party were brought
into feveral great employments.

Thus when the Queen was no longer able to
bear the tyranny and infolence of thofe ungrateful
fervants, who, as they waxed the fatter, did but
kick the more ; our two great allies abroad, and our
ftock-jobbers at home, took immediate alarm; ap-
plied the neareft way to the throne by memorials
and meflages jointly, direéting her Majefty not to
change her {ecretary or treafurer; who, for the
true reafons that thefe officious intermeddlers de-
manded their continuance, ought never to have
been admitted into the leaft degree of truft ; {ince
what they did was nothing lefs than betraying the
intercft of their native country to thofe princes,
who, in their turns, were to do what they could ta
fupport them in power at home.

Thus it plainly appears that there was a confpi-
racy on all fides to go on with thofe meafures,
which muft perpetuate the war ; and a conipiracy
founded upon the intereft and ambition of each
party ; which begatfo firm an union, that inftead
of wondering why it lafted fo long. I am aftonifh-
ed to think how it came to be broken. The pru-
dence, courage, and firmnefs of her Majefty, in all
the fteps of that great change, would, if the par-
ticulars were truly related, make a very fhining
part in her ftory ; nor is her judgment lefs to be
admired, which direfted her in the choice of per-

* Prince George of Denmark, hufband to Q_ Anne.
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haps the only perfons who had tkill, credit, and
refolution enough to be her inftruments in over-
throwing fo many difficulties.

Some would pretend to leflen the merit of this,
by telling us, that the rudenefs, the tyranny, the
oppreffion, the ingratitude of the late favourites
towards their miftrefs, were no longer to be berne,
They produce inftances to thew, how her Majefry
was purfued through all her retreats, particularly
at Windfor ; where, after the encmy had poflefied
themiclves of every inch of ground, they at laft
attacked and ftormed the caftle, forcing the Queen
to fly to an adjoining cottage, purfuant to the ad-
vice of Solomon, who tells us, 1t is better to live
on the houfe-top, than wiih a ‘fo/dz';:g woman in a
large houfe. 'They would have it, that fuch conti-
nued ill ufage was enough to inflame the meekeft
fpirit. They blame the favourites in point of po-
licy, and think it nothing extraordinary, that the

ueen thould be at an end of her patience, and re-
folve to difcard them. But I am of another opi-
nion, and think their proceedings were right, For
nothing is fo apt to break even the braveft {pirits
as a continual chain of opprefiions; one injury is
beit defended by a fecond, and this by a third. By
thefe fteps the old maffers of the palace in France
became maflers of the kingdom *; and by thefe fteps
a general during pleafure might have grown into 2
general for life, and general for life into a king. Se
that I {till infift upon it as a wonder, how her Ma-
jefty, thus befieged on all fides, was able to extri-
cate herfelf.

Having thus mentioned the real caufes, although
difguifed under {pecious pretences, which have {o
long continued the war, I muft beg leave t6 reafon
a little with thofe perfons, who are againft any
peace but what they call a gosd one ; and explain

* See the Tale of a Tub, « val, 7,
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themfelves, that no peace can be good without an
entire reftoration of Spain to the houfe of Auftria.
It is to be fuppofed, that what I am to fay upon
this part of the fubject will have little influence on
thofe, whofe particular ends or defigns of any fort
Jead them to with the continuance of the war: I
mean, the general and our allies abroad, the knot
of late favourites at home, the body of fuch as traf-
fic in ftocks; and, laftly, that fet of faltious poli-
ticians, who were fo violently bent at leaft upon
clipping our conftitution in church and ftate, There-
fore I thall not apply myfelf to any of thefe, but to
all others indifferently, whether Whigs or Tories,
whofe private intereft is beft anfered by the wel-
fare of their country, And if among thefe there
be any who think we ought to fight on till King
Charles be quietly fettled in the monarchy of Spain,
I believe there are feveral points which they have
not thoroughly confidered.

For, firft, it is to obferved, that this refolution
againft any peace without Spain is a new incident,
graffed upon the original quarrel by the intrigues of
a fa&ion among us, who prevailed to give it the
{fan&ion of a vote in both houfes of parliament, to
juftify thofe whofe intereft lay in perpetuating the
war. And, as this proceeding was againft the
practice of all princes and ftates whofe intentions
were fair and honourable ; fo is it contrary to
common prudence as well as juftice ; I might add,
that it was impious too, by prefuming to control
events which are only in the hands of God.Ours and
the States complaint againft France and Spain are
deduced in each of our declarations of war, and
our pretenfions {pecified in the eighth article of the
grand alliance; but there is not in any of thefe the
leaft mention of demanding Spain for the houfe of
Auftria, or of refufing any peace without that con-
dition Having already made an extract from both
declarations of war, 1 fhall here give a tranflation

of
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of the eigthth article in the grand alliance, which
will put this matter out of difpute.

THE EIGHTH ARTICLE OF THE GRAND
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ALLIANCE.,

“ WHEN thewar is once undertaken, none of the
parties ihall have the liberty to enter upon a
treaty of peace with the enemy, but jointly and
in concert with the others. Nor is peace to be
made without having firft obtained a juft and
reafonable fatisfaction for his Cefarean Majefty,
and for his Royal Majefty of Great-Britain, and
a particular fecurity to the Lords the States-Ge-
neral of their dominions, provinces, titles, na-
vigation, and commerce: and a fufficient pro
vifion, that the kingdoms of France and Spain
be never united, or come under the government
of the fame perfon, or that the fame man may
never be king of both kingdoms ; and particu-
larly, that the French may never be in poffef-
fion of the Spanifh Weft-Indies ; and that they
may not have the liberty of navigation for con-
veniency of trade under any pretence whatfoever,
neither direétly nor indireltly, except it is agreed,
that the fubjects of Great Britain and Holland
may have full power to ufe and enjoy all the
{ame privileges, rights, immunities, and liber=
ties of commerce by land and fea in Spain,
in the Mediterrancan, and in all the places and
countries which the late King of Spain, at the
time of his death, was in pofleflion of, as well
in Europe as elfewhere, as they did then ufe
and enjoy, or which the fubje&s of both, or
each nation, could ufe and enjoy, by virtue of
any right, obtained before the death of the faid
King of Spain, either by treaties, conventions,
cuftoms, or any other way whatf{oever,”
=gl
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Here we fee the demands intended to be infifted
on by the allies, upon any treaty of peace, dare, 2
juft and reafonable fatisfaction for the Emperor
and King of Great Britain, a fecurity to the States-
General for their dominions, ¢&e¢. and a fufficient
provifion, that France and Spain be never united
under the fame man as King of both kingdoms.
The reft relatesto the liberty of trade and com-
merce for us and the Dutch ; but not a fyllable of
engaging to difpoffefs the Duke of Anjou.

But to know how this new language, of o
peace without Spain, was firft introduced, and at
Iaft prevailed among us, we muft begin a great
deal higher,

It was the partition-treaty, which begot the will
in favour of the Duke of Anjou; for this na-
turally led the Spaniards to rcceive a prince fop-
ported by a great power, whofe intereft as well as
affedtion engaged them to preferve that monarchy
entire, rather than to oppofe him in favour of an-
other family, who muft expeét afiftance from a
number of confederates, whofe principal members
had already difpofed of what did not belong to
them, and by a previous treaty parcelled out the
monarchy of Spain;

Thus the Duke of Anjou got into the full pof-
{efion of all the kingdoms and ftates belonging
to that morurchy, as well in the old world as the
new. And whatever the houfe of Aufiria pres
tended from their memorials to us and the States,
it was at that time but too apparent, that te incli-
nations of the Spaniards were on the Duke’s fide.

However, a war was. vefolved ; and, in order to
carry it on with great vigour a grand alliance form-
ed, wherein the ends propofed to be obtained are
plainly and diftinétly laid down, as I have already
quoted them, It pleafed God, in the courfe of this
war, to blefs the arms of the allies with remark:-
able {ucceffes ; by which we were foon put into a

condition
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condition of demanding and expe&ing fuch terms
of peace, as we propofed to ourlelves when we be-
gan the war. DBut inftead of this, our victories
only ferved to lead us on to further vifionary pro-
fpects; advantage was taken of the fanguiné tem-
per, which {fo many fuccefles had wrought the na-
tion up to; new romantic views were propofed,
and the old, reafonable fober defign was forgot.

This was the artifice of thofe here, who were
fure to grow richer, as the public became poorer ;
and who, after the refolutions which the two houies
were prevailed upon to make, might have carried
on the war with {afety to themfelves, till malt and
land were mortgaged, till a general excife was e-
ftablithed, and the dizieme denier raifed by col-
lectors in red coats. And this was juft the circums
ftance which it fuited their interefts to be in.

The houfe of Auftria approved this fcheme with
reafon ; fince whatever would be obtained by the
blood and treafure of others, was to accrue to
that family, while they only lent their name to the
caufe,

The Dutch might perhaps have grown refty un-
der their burthen; but care was likewife taken of
that by a barrier treaty made with the {tates, which
deferveth fuch epithets as I care not to beftow ; but
may perhaps confider it at a proper occafion in a
Difcourfe by itfelf *,

By this treaty the condition of the war with re-
fpect to the Dutch was wifely altered ; they fought
no longer for fecurity, but for grandeur; and we,
inftead of labouring to make them fzfe, muft beg-
gar ourfelves to make them formidabie.

Will any one contend, thatif at the treaty of Ger-
truydenburg we could have been fatisfied with fuch
terms of a peace, as we propofed to ourfelves by

* Which difcourfe follows next in this volume,

the
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the orand alliance, the French would not have
allowed them? It is plain they oftered many more
and much greater, than ever we thought to infift
on when the war began ; and they had reafon to
grant, as well as we to demand them ; fince con-
ditions of peace do certainly turn upon events of
war. But furely there is fome meafure to be ob=
{erved in this ; thofe who have defended the pro-
ceedings of our negotiators at the treaty of Ger-
truydenburg, dwell very much upon their zeal
and patience, in endeavouring to work the ¥rench
up to their demands ; but {ay nothing to juftify thofe
demands, or the probability that TFrance would
ever accept them. OSome of the articles in that
treaty were {o very extravagant, that, in all human

robability we could not have obtained them by 2
fuccefsful war of forty years. Onec of them was
inconfiftent with common reafon ; wherein the
confederates referved to ‘themielves full liberty of
demanding what further conditions they fhould
think fit; and in the mean time France was to de-
liver up feveral of their ftrongeit towns in a month.
Thefe articles were very gravely figned by our ple-
nipotentiaries, and thoie of Holland ; but not by
the French, although it ought to have been done
interchangeably : nay, they were brought over by
the fecretary of the embafly; and the minifters
here prevailed on the Quecen to execute 2 ratifica-
tion of articles, which only one part had figned.
This was an abfurdity in form, as well as in rea-
fon ; becaufe the ufual form of a ratification iswitha
preamble, thewing that whereas our minifters,and thofe
of the allies, and of the enemy, have [igned, &c. Wera-
zify, &c. ‘The perfon * who broughtover the articles
faid in all companies, (and perhaps believed), that

¢ Horatio Walpele, Secretary to that embafly,
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it was a pity we had not demanded more ; for the
French were in a difpofition to refufe us nothing
wewould afls. One of our plenipotentiaries affeét-
ed to have the{ame concern, and particularly, that
we had not obtained fome further {ecurity for the
empire on the Upper Rhine,

What could be the defign of all this grimace but
to amufe the people, and to raife ftocks for their
friends in the fecret to fell to advantage ? I have
t00 great a refpet for the abilities of thofe who
acted in this negotiation, to believe they hoped for
any other iffue from it, than that we found by the
cvent.  Give me leave to fuppofe, the continuance
of the war was the thing at heart among thofe in
power, both abroad and at home; and then I can
cafily fhew the confiftency of their proceedings, o-
therwife they are wholly unaccountable and abfurd.
Did thofe who infifted on fuch wild demands, ever
3?11Cr:1‘::13,’ intend a peace? Did they really think,
that going on with the war was more eligible £
their country, than the leaft abatement of thofe
conditions? Was the {malleft of them worth fix
millions a-year, and an hundred thoufand mens
lives ? 'Was there no way to provide for the fafet
of Britain, or the {ecurity of its trade, but by the
french King’s turning his arms to beat his own
grandfon out of Spain? If thefe able fratefmen
were fo truly concerned for our trade, which they
made the pretence of the war’s beginning, as welil
as continuance ; why did they {o negleét it in thofe
very preliminaries, where the enemy made {o many
conceflions, and where all that related to the ad-
vantage of Holland, or the other confederates, was
exprefsly fettled ? But whatever concerned us was
to be left to a general treaty ; no farijf agreed on
with France or the Low countries, only the Scheld
Wwas to remain thut, which muft have ruined our
commerce with Antwerp. Our trade with Spain
was referred the fame way ; but this they will pre-
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tend to be of no confequence, becaufe that kings
dom was to be under the houic of Auftria, andwe
have already made a treaty with K. Charles. 1
have indeed heard of a treaty made by Mr, Stan-
hope with that prince, for fettling our commerce
with Spain : But whatever it Were, there was ano-
ther between us and Holland, which went hand in
hand with it, I mean that of barrier, wherein a
claufe was inferted, by which all advantages pro-
pofed for Britain are to be in common with Hol-
land.

Another point, which 1 doubt thofe have not
confidered, who are againft any peace without
Spain, is, that the face of affairs in Chriftendom
fince the Emperor’s death hath been wery much
changed. By this accident the views and interefts
of {everal princes and ftates in the alliance have
taken a new turn, and I believe it will be found
that ours ought to do {o too. We have fufficient-
ly blundered once already by changing our meca-
fures with regard to a peace, while our affairs con-
tinued in the fame pofture; and it willbe too much
in confcience to blunder again, by nor changing the
firft, when the others are {o much altered.

To have a prince of the Aufirian family on the
throne of Spain, is undoubtedly more defirable
than one of the houfe of Bourbon ; but to have
the empire and Spanifh monarchy united in the
fame perfon, is a dreadful confideration, and di-
rectly oppofite to that wife principle on which the
eighth article of the alliance is founded.

To this perhaps it will be objeted, that the in-
dolent charaéter of the Anuftrian princes, the
wretched ceconomy of that government, the want
of a naval force, the remote diftance of their feve-
ral territories from each other, would never {uffer
an Emperor, although at the fame time King of
Spain, to become formidable : On the contrary,

that his dependence muit continually be on Great
Britain
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Britain, and the advantages of trade by a peace,
founded upon that condition, would foon make us
amends for all the expences of the war,

In anfwer to this, let us confider the circum{tan-
ces we muit be in. before fuch a peace could be ob-
tained, if it were at all practicable. We muit be-
come not only peer for the prefent, but reduced
by further mortgages to a ftate of beggary for end-
lefs years to come. Compare fuch a weak condi-
tion as this with {o great an acceflion of firength
to Aufiria; and then determine how much an Em-
peror in fuch a ftate of affairs, would either fear
or need Britajn.

Confider that the comparifon is not formed be-
tween a prince of the houfe of Aufiria, Emperor
and King of Spain, and with a prince of the Bour-
bon family, King of France and Spain ; but bes
tween a prince of the latter only King of Spain,
and one of the former uniting both crewns in his
own perfon.

What returns of gratitude can we expect when
we are no longer wanted { Hath all that we have
hitherto done for the Imperial family been taken as
a favour, or only received as the due of the auguf-
tiffima cofa? :

Will the houfe of Auftria yield the leaft acre of
land, the leaft article of firained, and even ufurp-
ed prerogative, to refettle the minds of thefe prin-
ces in the alliance, who are alarmed at the confe-
quences of this turn of affairs occafioned by the
Emperor’s death? We are affured it never will.
Do we then imagine, that thofe princes who dread
the overgrown power of the Auftrian as much as
that of the Bourbon family, will continue in our
alliance upon a fyftem econtrary to that which they
engaged with us upon? For inftance : what can
the Duke of Savoy expeét in fuch a cafe ? Will he
have any choice left him but that of being a {flave
and a frontier to France; or a vaffal, in the utmof}
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extent of the word, to the Imperial court? Will
he not therefore of the two evils chufe the leaft ;
by fubmitting to a mafter who hath no immediate
claim upon him, and to whofe family he is nearly
allied; rather than to another who hath already
revived feveral claims upon him, and threatens to
revive more ?

Nor are the Dutch more inclined than the reft of
Europe, that the empire and Spain {thould be unit-
ed in K. Charles, whatever they may now pretend.
¢¢ On the contrary, it is known to feveral perfons,
¢ that, upon the death of the late Emperor Jo-
¢ feph, the States refolved, that thofe two powers
¢¢ {hould not be joined in the fame perfon ;” and
this they determined as a fundamental maxim by
which they intended to proceed. 5o that Spain
was firft given up by them ; and fince they maintain
no troops in that kingdom, it thould {cem that they
underftand the Duke of Anjou to be lawful mo-
narch.

'Thirdly, Thofe who areagainft any peace without
Spain, if they be fuch as no way find their private
account by the war, may perhaps change their {en-
giments if they will reflet a littic upon our prefent
condition,

I had two reafons for not fooner publifhing this
difcourfe ; the firft was, becaufe I would give way
to others who might argue very well upon the fame
fubjed from general topics and reafon, although
they might be ignorant of feveral facts which I had
the opportunity toknow. The fecond was, becaufe
I found it would be neceffary in the courfe of this
argument, to fay fomething of the ftate to which
the war hath reduced us ; at the fame time I knew,
that fuch a difcovery ought to be made as late as
poffible, and at another junéture would not only
be very indifcreet, but might perhaps be danger-
ous.

Tt is the folly of too many to miftake the echo
of
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of a London coffeehoufe for the voice of the king-
dom. The ciry-coffechoufes have been for fome
years filled with people whofe fortunes depend up-
on the Bank, Eaft-India, or fome other ftoek. E-
very new fund to thefe is like a new mortgage to
an ufurer, whofe compaflion for a young heir is
exactly the {ame with that of a ftockjobber to the
landed gentry. At the court-end of the town the
like places of refort are frequented either by men
out of place, and confequently enemies to the pre-
fent miniftry, or by officers of the army : no won-
der then if the general cry in all fuch meetings be
againft any peace either with Spain or without
which, in other words, is no more than this, that
difcontented men defire another change of the mi-
niftry; that foldiers would be glad to keep their
commiffions ; and that the creditors have money
ftill, and would have the debitors borrow on at the
old extorting rate while they have any fecurity to
give,

Now; to give the moft ignorant reader fome idea
of our prefent circumftances, without troubling
him or myfelf with computations in form ; every
body knows that our land and malt-tax amount an-
nually to about two millions and an half. All o-
ther branches of the revenue are mortgaged to pay
intereft for what we have already borrowed. The
yearly charge of the war is ufually about fix mil-
lions; to make up which fum wé are forced to
take up on the credit of new funds about three
millions and an half. This laft year the computed
charge of the war came to above a million more
than all the funds the parliament could contrive
were {ufficient to pay intereft for ; and fo we have
been forced to divide a deficiency of twelve hun-
dred thoufand pounds among the feveral branches
of our expence., This is a demonftration that if
the war be to laft another campaign, it will be im-
poflible to find funds for fupplyin gitwithout mort-
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gaging the malt-tax, or taking fome other method
equally defperate.

If the peace be made this winter, we are then to
confider what circumftances we fhall be in towards
paying a debt of about fifty millions, which is a
fixth part of the purchafe of the whole ifland if it
were to be fold.

Towards clearing ourfelves of this monftrous in=
cumbrance, fome of thefe annuities will expire, oF
pay off the principal in thirty, forty, or an hun-
dred years ; the bulk of the debt muft be leffened
gradually by the beft management we can, Out of
what will remain of the land and malt-taxes, after
paying guards and garrifons, and maintaining and
fupplying oup fleet in the time of peace. I have
not {kill enough to compute what will be left after
thefe neceffary charges towards annually clearing
{o vaft a debt; but believe it muft be very little s
however, it is plain that both thefe taxes muft be
continued, as well for fupporting the government
as becaufe we have no other means for paying off
the principal. And fo likewife muft all the other
funds remain for paying the intereft. How long a
time this muft require, how fteady an adminifira-
tion, and how undifturbed a ftate of affairs both at
home and abroad, let others determine.

However, fome people think all this very reafon-
able ; and that fince the firuggle hath been fer
peace and fafety, pofterity, whichis to partake the
benefit, ought to fhare in the expence: as if, at
the breaking out of this war, there had been fuch
a conjunéture of affairs as never happened before,
nor would ever happen again, It is wonderful that
our anceftors, in all their wars, {fhould never falt
under fuch a neceffity; that we meet no examples
of it in Greece and Rome; that no other nation in
Europe ever knew any thing like it, except Spain
about an hundred and twenty years ago. wlien they
drew. it upon themfelves by their own folly, and

have
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have fuffered for it ever fince ; no doubt we fhall
teach pofterity wifdom, but they will be aptto think
the purchafe too dear, and I wifh they may ftand
to the bargain we have made in their names.

It is eafy to entail debts on fucceeding ages, and
to hope they will be able and willing to pay them
but how to enfure peace for any term of years, is
difficult enough to apprehend. =~ Will human na-
ture ever ceaie to have the {ame paflions, princes
to entertain defigns of intereft or ambition, and
occafions of quarrel to arife? May not we our-
felves, by the variety of events and incidents which
happen in the world, be under a neceflity of reco-
vering towns out of the very hands of thofe for
whom we are now ruining our country to take
them ? Neither can it be faid, that thofe fates, with
whom we may probably differ, will be in as bad
a condition as ourfelves; for, by the circumftan-
ees of our fituation, and the impofitions of our
allics, we are more exhaufted than either they or
the enemy; and by the nature of our govern-
ment, the corruption of our manners, and the
oppofition of factions, we fhall be more flow in re-
covering.

It will, no doubt, be a mighty comfort to our
grandchildren, when they fee a few rags hung up
in Weftminfter-hall, which coft an hundred mil-
lions, whereof they are paying the arrears, to boaft
as beggars do, that their grandfathers were rich
and great,

I have often reflected on that miftaken notion of
eredit, {fo boafted of by the advocates of the late
miniftry : was not all that credit built upon funds
raifed by the landed men, whom they now fomuch
hate and defpife ? Is not the greateft part of thofe
funds raifed from the growth and preduct of land ?
muft not the whole debt be entirely paid, and our
fleets and garrifons be maintained, by the land and
malt-tax after a peace? K they call it credit to run

ten
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ten millions in debt without parliamentary {ecurity;
by which the public is defrauded of almoft half ; 1
muft think fuch credit to be dangerous; illegal, and
perhaps treafonable, Neither hath any thing gone
further to ruin the nation than their boafted cre-
dit, For my own part, when I {faw this falfe cre=
dit fink, upon the change of the minifiry, 1 was
fingular enough to conceive it a good omen. It
{feemed as if the young extravagant heir had got a
new {teward, and was refolved to look in to his e-
ftate before things grew defperate, which made the
afurers forbear feeding him with money, as they
ufed to do.

Since the moneyed men are fo fond of war, I
thould be glad they would furnifh out one cam-
paign at their own charge: it is not above fix or
feven millions ; and I dare engage to make it out,
that when they have done this, inftead of contri-
buting equal to the landed men, they will have
their full principal and intereft at fix per cent. re-
maining of all the money they ever lent to the go-
vernment.

Without this refource, or fome other equally
miraculous, it is impoffible for us to continue the
war upon the fame foot. I have already obferved
that the laft funds of intereft fell thort above amil-
lion, although the perfons moft converfant in ways
and means employed their utmoft invention ; fo
that of neceflity we muftbe {hll more defective next
campaign. But perbaps our allies will make up
this deficiency on our fide by greater efforts on
their own. Quite the contrary ; both the Emperox,
and Holland failed this yedr in feveral articles ; and
fignified to us fome time ago, that they cannot
keep up to the {fame proportions in the next. We
have gained a noble barrier for the latter, and they
have nothing more to demand or defire. The Em-
peror, however {fanguine he may now affet to ap-
pear, will, I {uppofe, be {atistied with Naples, Si-

cily,
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cily, Milan, and his other acquifitions, rather than
engage in a long hopelefs war, for the recovery of
Spain, to which his allies the Dutch will neither
give their affiftance, nor confent. So that fincewe
have done their bufinefs, fince they have no fur-
ther fervice for our arms, and we have no more
money to give them; and laftly, fince we neither
defire any recompence, nor expect any thanks, we
ought in pity to be difmiffed, and have leave to
thift for ourfelves. They are ripe for a peace, to
¢njoy and cultivate what we have conquered for
them ; and {o are we to recover, if poflible, the ef-
felts of their hardthips upon ws. The firft over-
tures from France are made to England upon fafe
and honourable terms; we who bore the burthen
of the war, ought in reafon to have the greateft
thare in making the peace. If we do not hearken
10 a peace, others certainly will, and get the advan-
tage of us there, as they have done in the war,
We know the Dutch have perpetually threatened
us, thatthey would enter into {eparate meafures of
2 peace ; and by the firength of that argument, as
well as by other powerful motives, prevailed on thofe
who were then at the helm, to comply with them
On any terms, rather than putan end to a war,
which every year brought them fuch great accef-
fions to their wealth and power. Whoever falls
off, a peace will follow ; and then we muit be con-
tent with fuch conditions as our allies, out of their
great concern for our fafety and intereft, will pleafe
to chufe. They have no farther occafion for fight-
ing, they have gained their point, and they now
tell us it is our war; fo that in common Juftice it
ought to.be our peace.

All we can propofe by the defperate fteps of
pawning our land or malt-tax, or ereting a gene-
ral excife, is only to raife a fund of intereft for
running us annually four millions further in debt,

rithout any profpeé of ending the war fo well as
we
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we can do at prefent. And whenwe have funk the
only unengaged revenues we had left, our incum-
brances muft of neceflity remain perpetual,

We have hitherto lived upon expedients whichin
time will certainly deftroy any conftitution, whe-
ther civil or natural; and there was no country in
Chriftendom had lefs occafion for them than ours.
We have dieted a healthy body into a confumption,
by plying it with phyfic inftead of food. Art will
help us no longer, and if we cannot recover by
Jetang the remaing of nature work, We muft inevis
tably die,

What arts have been ufed to pofiefs the people
with a {trong delufion, that Britain muft infallibly
be ruined, without the recovery of Spain to the
houfe of Auftria? making thefafety of a great and
powerful kingdom as ourswas then to depend upon
an event, which even after a war of miraculous
fuccefles proves impradticable. As if princes and
great minifters could find no way of fettling the
public tranquillity without changing the pofieflions
of kingdoms, and forcing {overeigns upon a peo-
ple againtt their inclinations. Is there no fecurity
for the iffand of Britain, unlefs a King of Spain be
dethroned by the hands of his grandfather? Iag
the enemy no cautionary towns and fea-ports to give
us for fecuring trade? Can he not deliver us pois
feffion of fuch places as would put him in a worfe
condition, whenever he fhould perfidioufly renew
the war ? The prefent King of France has but few
years to live by the courfe of nature, and doubtlefs
would defire to end his days in peace. Grandfa-
thers in private families are not obferved to have
great influence on their grandfons ; and, Lbelieve;
they have much lefs among princes; however when
the authority of a parent is gone, is it likely that
Philip will be directed by a brother againft his own
intereft, and that of his fubjects? Have not thofe
#wo realms their feparate maxims of policy, which’

' muft
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muft operate in times of peace ? Thefe at leaft are
probabilities, and cheaper by fix millions a-year
than recovering Spain, or continuing the war, both
which feem abfolutely impofiible.

But the common queftion is, if we muft now
furrender Spain, what have we been fighting for
all this while ? The anfiver is ready, We have been
fighting for the ruin of the public intereft, and the
advancement of a private. We have been fighting
to raife the wealth and grandeur of a particular fa-
mily ; to enrich ufurers and ftockjobbers, and to
cultivate the pernicious defigns of a faction by de-
ftroying the landed intereft. The nation begins
now to think thefe blefings are not worth fighting
for any longer, and therefore defires a peace. _

But the advocates on the otherfide cry out, that
we might have had a better peace, than is now in
agitation, above two years ago. Suppofing this to
be true, Ido affert, that, by parity of reafon, we
muft expect one juft fo much the worfe about two
years hence. If thofe in power could then have
given us a better peace, more is their infamy and
guilt, that they did it not 'Why did they infift
upon conditions, which they were certain ‘would
never be granted ? 'We allow, it wasin their power
t0 have put a good end to the war, and left the na-
tion in fome hope of recovering itfelf. And this
is what we charge them with as anfwerable to God,
their country, and pofterity, that ‘the bleeding
condition of their fellow-fubjects was a feather in
the balance with their private ends,

When we offer to lament the heavy debts and
poverty of the nation, it is pleafant to hear fome
men anfwer all that can be faid, by crying up the
power of England, the courage of England, the
inexhauftible riches of England. I have heard a
man * very fanguine upon this fubject, with a good

® The late Lord Halifax,
Vou.II, Hh em-




SEL R IS

242 THE CONDUCT OF THE ALLIES,

ot

employment for life, and a hundred thoufand
pounds in the funds, bidding us fuke coniage, and
warraniing that ail would yo well, This is the ftyle
of men at eafe, who lay heavy burdens upon otbers,
which they would not touch with one of their fingers,
T have known {fome people fuch ill computers, as
to imagine the many millions in fiocks and annui-
ties are fo much real wealth in the nation ; whereas
every farthing of it is entirely loft to us, {cattered
in Holland, Germany, and Spain ; and the landed
men, who now pay the intereft, muft at laft pay
the principal,

Fourthly, Thofe who are againit any peace with:
out Spain, have, = doubt, been ill informed as tQ
the low condition of France, and the mighty con-
fequences of eur {uccefles. As to the firit, it
mult be confefled, that, after the battle of Rami-
lies, the French were fo difcouraged with their
frequent loffes, and fo impatient for a peace, that
their King was relo}ved to comply upon any rea-
fonable terms. But when his fubjeéts were informs-
ed of our ecxorbitant demands, ‘they grew jealous
of his honour, and were ynanimous to affift him in
continuing the war at any hazard, rather than fub-
mit, This fully reftored his authority ; and the
fupplies he hath reccived from the Spanith Weft-
ndies, which in all are computed, fince the war,
to amount to four hundred millions of livres, and
all in /pecie, have enabled him to pay his troops.
Befides, the money is {pent in his own country ;
and he hath fince waged war-in the moft thritty
manner by acting on the defenfive ; compounding
with us every campaign for a town, which cofts
us fifty times more than it is worth, either as to
the value, or the confequences. 'Then he is at no
charge for a flect, further than providing priva-
teers, wherewith his fubjets carry on a piratical
war at their own expence, and he fhares in the
profit; which hath been very confiderable to

France,
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France, and of infinite difadvantage tous, not on-
ly by the perpetual lofles we have fuffered, to an
immenfe value, but by the general difcouragement
of trade, on which we fo much depend. All this
confidered; with the circumftances of that govern-
ment, where the prince is mafter of the lives and
fortunes of fo mighty a kingdom, fhews that mo-
narch not to be {o funk in his affairs as we have i-
magined, and have long flattered ourfelves with
the hopes of.

Thofe who are againft any peace without Spain,
feem likewife to have been miftaken in judging
our victories, and other fuccefles, to have been of
greater confequence than they really were,
~ When our armies take a town in Flanders, the
Dutch are immediately put into prfeffion, and we
at home make bonfires. . 1 have fometimes pitied
the deluded people to fee them {quandering away
their fewel to {o little purpofe. For example :
what is it to us that Bouchain is taken, about whick
the warlike politicians of the coffeehoufe make fuch
a clutter 7 What though the garrifon furrendered
prifoners of war, and in fight of the enemy ? W¢é
are not now in a condition to be fed with points of
honour; What advantage have we,; but that of
fpending three or four millions more to get ano-
ther town for the States; which may open them a
fiew' country for contributions, and increafe the per-
quifites of the general ? .

In that war of ten years under the late King;
when our cominanders and foldiers were raw and
unexperienced, in comparifon of what they are at
prefent, we loft battles and towns, as well as wé
gained them of late, fince thofe gentlemen havé
better learned their trade; yet we bore up then, as
the French do now : nor was there any thing deci-
five in their fuccefles ; they grew weary as well as
we, and at laft confented to a peace, under which
we might have been happy enough, if it had not

Hhk 3 been
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been followed by that wife treaty of partition, which
revived the lame that hath lafted ever fince. Ifee
nothing elfe in the modern way of making war,
but that the fide which can hold out longeit, will
end it with moft advantage. In fuch a clofe coun-
wy as Flanders, where it is carricd on by fieges,
the army that a&ts offeniively is at a much greater
expence of men and money; and there is hardly a
town taken, in the common forms, where the be-
fiegers have not the worfe of the bargain. I never
yet knew a foldier, who would not affirm, that any
town might be taken, if you were content to be at
the charge. If you will count upon facrificing fo
much blood and treafure, the reft is all a regular,
eftablifhed method, which cannot fail. When the
King of France, in the times of his grandeur, fat
down before a town, his generals and engineers
would often fix the day when it {hould {urrender :
the enemy, fenfible of all this, hath, for {fome
years paft avoided a battle, where he hath fo ill
fuccecded, and taken a furer way to confume us by
letting our courage evaporate againft ftones and
rubbifh, and {aerificing a fingle town to a cam-
paign, which he can fo much better afford to lofe,
than we to take.

Lajtly, Thofe who are fo violently againft any
peace without Spain being reftored to the houfe of
Auftria, have not, I believe, caft their eye upon a
cloud gathering in the north, which we have help-
ed to raife, and may quickly break in a {torm upon
our heads.

The northern war hath been on foot almoft ever
fince our breach with France. The fuccefs of it is
various ; but one effeét to be apprehended was al-
ways the fame, that {ooner or later it would in-
volve us in its confequences; and that whenever
this happened, let our fuccefs be never fo great a-
oainft France, from that moment France would
have the advantage,

By
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By our guarantee of the treaty of Travendall, we
were obliged to hinder the King of Denmark from
engaging in a war with Sweden. It was at that
time underftood by all parties, and {o declared, e-
ven by the Britith minifters, that this engagement
{pecially regarded Denmark’s not aflifting King Au-
guftus. But however, if this had not been fo, yet
our obligation to Sweden fiood in force by virtue
of former treaties with that crown, which were all
revived and confirmed by a fubfequent one, con-
cluded at the Hague by Sir Tofeph William{on, and
Monfieur Lilienroot, about the latter end of the
King’s reign,

However, the war in the north proceeded ; and
our not aflifting Sweden was at leaft as well excu-
fed by the war which we were entangled in, as his
not contributing his contingent to the empire,
whereof he is a member, was excufed by the prefs
fures he lay under, having a confederacy to deal
with,

In this war the King of Sweden was viltorious g
and what dangers were we not then expofed to ?
what fears were we not in ? He marched into Sax-
ony, and if he had really been in the French inte-
reft, might at once have put us under the greateft
difficulties, But the torrent turned another way,
and he contented himfelf with impofing on his ene-
my the treaty of Alt Raftadt by which K, Au-
guftus makes an abfolute ceflion of the crown of
Poland, renounces any title to i, acknowledges
Staniflaus ; and then both he and the K. of Swe-
den join in defiring the guarantee of England and
Holland, The Queen did not indeed give this
guarantee in form ; but as a ftep towards it, the
title of King was given to Staniflaus by a letter from
her Majefty ; and the firongeft affurances were gi-
ven to the Swedifh minifter, in her Majefty’s name,
and in a committee of council, that the guarantee
ihould fpeedily be granted; and that in the mean

while
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iwhile it was the fame thing as if the forms were
pafled.

In 1708 K. Auguftus made the campaign in Flan-
ders: what meafures he might at that time take, or
of what nature the arguments might be that hemade
ufe of, is not known : but immediately after heé
breaks through all he had done, marches into Fo-
land, and reaflumes the crown.

After this we apprehended, that the peace of the
empire might be endangered ; and therefore enter=
ed into an act of gnarantee for the neutrality of it.
The King of Sweden refufed upon {feveral accounts
to fubmit to the terms of this treaty ; particularly
becaule we went out of the empire to cOver Poland
anid Jutland, but did not go out of it to cover the
territories of Sweden.

Let us therefore confider what is our cafe at pre-
fent. If the King of Sweden return and get the
better, he will think himfelf under no obligation
of having any regards to the interefts of the allies;
bit will naturally purfue; according to his own ex-
preflion, his enenty wherever be finds him. In this
cafe the corps of the neutrality is obliged to oppofe
him ; and fo we are engaged in a fecond war, be-
fore the firft be ended. , ‘

If the northern confederates fucceed againft Swes
den, how fhall we be able to preferve the balance
of power in the north, fo efiential to our trade as
well as in many other refpects ? What will become
of that great {upport of the Proteftant intereft. in
Germany, which is the footing that the Swedes now
have in the empire? Or who fhall anfiwer, that
thefe princes, after they have fettled the north to
their minds, may not take a fancy to look {fouth-
ward, and make their peace with France according
to their own {chemes ?

And laftly, if the King of Pruffia, the Eletor
of Hanover, and other princes, whofe dominions

lie contiguous, be forced to draw from thofe ar-
mies
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mies which a& againft France, we muft live in
hourly expectation of having thofe troops recalled,
which they now leave with us ; and this recall may
happen in the midft of a fiege, or on the eve of a
battle,  Is it thercfore our intereft to toil on in a
ruinous war for an impracicable end, till one of
thefe cafes thall happen, or to get under {helter be-
fore the ftorm ?

There is no doubt but the prefent miniftry (pros
vided they could get over the obligations of honour
and confcience) might find their advantage in ad-
vifing the continuance of the war, as well as the
laft did, although not in the fame degree after the
kingdom hath been o much exhaufted, They
might prolong it, till the parliament defire a peace ;
and in the mean time leave them in full pofieflion
of power. Therefore it is plain, that their pro-
ceedings at prefent are meant to ferve their country
direétly againft their private intereft; whatever cla-
mour may be raifed by thofe, who for the vileft
ends would remeve heaven and earth to oppoie
their meafures, But they think it infinitely better
to accept fuch terms as will fecure our trade, find
a fufficient barrier for the States, give reafonable fa-
Zisfaétion to the Emperor, and reftore the tranquil-
lity of Europe, although without adding Spain to
the empire; rather than go in a languithing way,
upon the vain expedation of fome improbable turn
for the recovery of that monarchy out of the Bour-
bon family ; and at laft be forced to a worfe peace,
by fome of the allies falling off upon our utter in-
ability to continue the war,

Some
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Some Remarks on the BARRIER-TREATY
between her Majefly and the STATES-
GENERAL.

]

To which are added, The faid BARRIER-TREATY,
with the two feparate articles; Part of the Coun-
ter-project ; The fentiments of Prince Eugene
and ‘Count Sinzendorf upon the faid treaty;
and, A reprefentation of the Englith merchants
at Bruges, '

Written in the year 1712.

RocRi :BidRoad #C L

\/ HEN I publithed the difcourfe, called, The
Conduct of the Allies, T had thoughts either
of inferting or annexing the Barrier-treaty atlength,
with fuch obfervations as I conceived might be ufe-
ful for public information : but that difcourfe tak-
ing up more room than I defigned, after my utmoft
endeavours to abbreviate it, I contented myfelf on-
iy with making fome few reflections upon that fa-
mous treaty, fufficient, as I thought, 10 anfwer the
defign of my book, I have fince heard, that my
readers in general feemed to with I had been more
particular, and have difcovered an im patience to
have that trcaty made public, efpecially fince it hath

been laid before the houfe of Commons.
That ] may give fome light to the reader, who is
not well verfed in thofe affairs, he may pleafe to
know,
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know, that a proje& for a treaty of barrier with
the States was tranfmitted hither from IHolland ;
but being difapproved of by our court in feveral
parts, a new projeét or icheme of a treaty was
drawn up here, with many additions and altera-
tions. 'This laft was called the counter -projeét; and
was the meafure, whereby the Duke of Marlbo-
rough and my Lord Townthend were commanded
and inftructed to proceed in negotiating a ¢reaty of
barrier with the States. _
I have added a tranflation of this counter-projet?
in thofe articles where it differs from the barrier-
freaty, that the reader, by comparing them toge-
ther, may judge how p‘lllLLUdH\' thoit, negotiators
obferved their inftruétions. I ‘have likewife fub-
JOILILL the fentiments of Iﬂzucb EL.m,nL of Savoy,
and the Count de Sinzendorf, relating to this trea-
ty, written, I fuppofe, w ,nlc, it was nc“otmtmg
And, laftly, I have added a copy of the reprefen-
tation of the Britith merchants at Bruges, fignify-
ing what inconvenicncies they already felt and fur-
ther apprehended from this barrier-treaty.

Vour.Il. : 0 Some
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Some Remarks on the BARRIER-TREATY,

L

MaciNE a reafonable perfon in China reading
the following treaty, and one who was ignorant

of our affairs, or our geography: he would con-
ceive their High Mightinefles the States-General to
be {fome vaft powerful commonwealth, like that of
Rome; and HER MaJEsTY to be a petty prince,
ke

% Dr. Swift commenced the champion of Queen Anne’s Tory mi=
@iftry as early as the month of November 1710, under the title of
The Examiner. Befide which he wrote feveral other papers in defence
of the Queen, the conftitution, and the minifry ; particularly Some
adwice to the members of the Oftober club 5 The conduét of the allies ; Re-
marks on the barrier treaty; The public fpirit of the Whigs, (a treatife
wherein-we may obferve how well the Doctor was acquainted with
the feveral interefts and defigns of all the princes in Europe) ; The
preface to the Bifbop of Sarun’s introduélion; and, Some free thoughts cq
the prefent flate of affairs. Thefe area courfe of writings not to be
confidered in the light of occafional pampblets, or little paltry jaurnals,
thrown into the world by fome backney jade, in the defence of corrup-
zion, and to ferve the iniquitous defigns of a party. No; thefe writ-
ings are to be confidered, and read over and over 2gain, as leCtures of
true, unprejudiced, conftitutional politics, calculated to expofe the
enemies of the public, and to maintain at once the honour of the
crown, and the liberties of the people of England. I cannot but
think, whoever is totally unacquainted with thefe political tralts,
might be tempted to revife them carefully, were it only for the fake
of extra&ting fome points of hiftery, which, to many thoufends of
the prefent age, are fomewhat more than paradoxes, Whoever
pretends to write the hiftory of Queen Anne’s reign, without revifing
diligently the works of this great author, will produce n thing better
than fome lame, partial, infignificant Grubfireet performance, like
the reft of thofe vile accounts which have already, in defiance of
truth, been impofed upon the world. Iam {ure the prefent genera-
tion of men, that is, the prefent generation of /landed men, who are
in fa¢t the only proprietors of the whole kingdom, feel it to theix
coft, that Swift’s reafonings are juff, and that all his acccunts are

frue,
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like one of thofe to whom that republic would
fometimes fend a diadem for a prefent, when they
behaved themfelves well, otherwife could depofe at
pleafure; and place whom they thought fit in his
ftead. Such a man would think, that the States
had taken our prince and us into their proteétion ;
and in return honoured us {o far, as to make ufe
of our troops as fome {mall afliitance in their con-
quefts, and the enlargement of their empire, or to
prevent the incurfions of barbarians upon fome of
their outlying provinces. But how muit it found
in an European ear, that Great Britain, after main-
taining a war for {fo many years, with fo much glo-
ry and fuccefs, and fuch prodigious expence, after
{aving the Empire, Holland, and Portugal, and al-
moft 1‘¢.c0vcz'iug Spain, thould, towards the clofe
of a war, enter into a treaty with feven Dutch pro-
vinces, to fecure to them a dominion larger than
their own, which fhe had conquered for them; to
undertake for a great deal more without ftipulating
the leaft advantage for herfelf; and accept, as an e-
quivq‘ ent, the mean condition of thofe States affift-
ing to preferve her Queen on the throne, whom by
God s affiftance fhe is able to defend againft all her
Majefty’s enemies and allies put together ?

Such a wild bargain could never have been made
for us, if the States had not found it their intereft
to ufe very powerful motives with the ehief advif-
ers, (I {ay nothing of the perfon immediately em-
ployed) ; and if a party here at home had not been
refolved, for ends and purpofes very well known,

true. Swwiff. Mr. Swift thinks the Dean’s pelitical traéts
fhould have been ranged in his works in the order in which he has
mentioned them ; and that his feveral poems relative to thofe times,
and which in truth greatly illufirate his political traéls, ought to be
read in the following ordcr, viz, Tht wirtues of Sid Hamet the magi-
cianw’s rod 5 The fable of Riidasy Arlas, ¢r, The minifier f_/' e 5 Ho-=
race, epiff, 7. book 1. imitated, and adds fbcu{ to the Earl of Oxford;
Horace, fat. 6, back 2. part of it imitated ; The author on L.fr_/'e_‘, ST
faggor 5 To the Earl of Oxford in the tewer,

153 O
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to continue the war as long as they had any occa-
fion for it,

The counter-projeét of this treaty made here at
Y.ondon was bad enough in all confcience: I have
faid fomething of it in the preface; her Majefty’s
minifters were inftruéted to proceed by it in their
negotiation, There was one point in that project,
which would have been of cenfequence to Britain,
and one or two more where the advantages of the
States were not {o very exorbitant, and where {ome
care was taken of the houfe of Aufiria. Is it pof-
fible, that our good allies and friends could not be
brought to any terms with us, unlefs by ftriking at
every particular that might do us any good, and
adding ftill more to thofe whereby fo much was al-
ready granted ? For inftance, the article about de-
molifhing of Dunkirk furely might have remained ;
which was of fome benefit to the States, as well as
of mighty advantage to us'; and which the French
King hath lately yielded in one of his prelimina-
ries, although clogged with the demand of an e-
quivalent, which will owe its difficulty only to this
treaty.

Butlet me now confider the treaty itfelf. Among
the one and twenty articles, of which it confifts,
only two have any relation te us, unporting that
the Dutch are to be guarantees of our fucceflion,
and are not to enter into any treaty until the Queen
is acknowledged by France., We know very well,
that it is in confequence the intereft of the States,
as much as ours, that Britain fhould be governed
by a Profeftant prince. Befides, what is there more
in this guarantee, than in all common leagues of-
fenfive and defenfive, between two powers, where
each is obliged to defend the other againft any in-
vader with all their firength 2 Such was the grand
alliance between the Emperor, Britain, and Hol-
land ; which was, or ought to have been, as good
2 guarantee of our fucceflion to all intents and pur-

PO*.‘L'SD
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pofes, as this in the barrier-treaty. And the mu-
tual engagements in fuch alliances have been always
reckoned fufficient without any feparate benefit to
¢ither party.

It is, no doubt, for the intereft of Britain, that
the States {hould have a fufficient barrier againft
France ; but their High Mightinefles, for fome few
years paft, have put a different meaning upon the
word barrier, from what it formerly ufed to bear
when applied to them. When the late King was
Prince of Orange, and commanded their armies
againft France, it was never once imagined, that
any of the towns taken thould belong to the Dutch;
they were all immediately delivered up to their law-
ful monarch ; and Flanders was only a barrier, to
Holland, as it was in the hands of Spain, rather than
France. So in the grand alliance of 1701, the fe-
veral powers promifing to endeavour to recover
Flanders for a barrier, was underfiood to be the
recovering thofe provinces to the King of Spain &
but in this treaty the ftyle is wholly changed : here
are about twenty towns and forts of great import-
ance, with their chatellanies and dependencies,
(which dependencies are likewife to be enlarged as
much as poflible), and the whole revenues of them
to be under the perpetual military government of
the Dutch, by which that republic will be entirely
mafters of the richeft part of all Flanders; and
upon any appearance of war they may put their
garrifons into any other place of the Low Coun-
tries ; and farther, the King of Spain is to give
them a revenue of four hundred thoufand crowns
a-year to ecnable them to maintain thofe garri-
fons. .

Why fhould we wonder that the Dutch are in-
clined to perpetuate the war, when by an article in
this treaty the King of Spain- ¢ is not to poflefs
‘“ one fingle town in the Low Countries, until 2

¢ peace
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¢ peace be made.” The Duke of Anjou, at the
beginning of this war, maintained fix and thirty
thoufand men out of thofe Spanifh provinces he
then poflefied : to which if we add the many towns
fince taken, which were not in the late King of
Spain’s pofleflion at the time of his death, with all
their territories and dependencies; it is vifible
what forces the States may be able to keep, even
without any charge to their peculiar dominions.

The towns and chatellanies of this barrier always
maintained their garrifons, when they were in the
hands of France ; and, as it is reported, returned
a confiderable fum of money into the King’s cof-
fers ; yet the King of Spain is obliged by this trea-
ty (as we-have already obferved) to add over and
above a revenue of four hundred thoufand crowns
a-year. We know likewife, that a great part o
the revenue of the Spanith Netherlands is already

awned to the States; fo that after a peace nothing
will be left to the fovereign, nor will the people
be muchi eafed of the taxes they at prefent labour
under.

Thus the States, by virtue of this barrier-treaty,
will in effe&t be abiolute fovereigns of all Flan-
ders, and of the whole revenues in the utmoft
extent,

And here I cannot without fome contempt take
notice of a fort of reafoning offered by feveral peo-
ple; that the many towns we have taken for the
Dutch are of no advantage, becaufe the whole reve-
nues of thof: towns are fpent in maintaining them.
For, firft, the fa& is manifeftly falfe, particularly
as to Lifle and {fome others. Secondly, the States
after a peace aré to have four hundred thoufand
crowns a-year out of the remainder of Flanders,
which is then to be left to Spain. And laftly, {up-
pofe all thefe acquired dominions will not bring a
penny into their treafury, what can be of greater

confe-
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confequence, than to be able to mamtam a mighty
army out of their new conquefts, which before
thu always did by taxing their natural iubju,u; ?

How fhall we be able to anfiver it to K. Ch(me‘;
III. that while we pretend to endeavour reftoring
him to the entire monarchy of Spain, we join at
the fame time with the Dutch to del; e him of
his natural right to the Low Countries ?

But mppok by a Dutch barrier muft now be un-
derftood only what is to be in pofleflion of the
States ; yet, even under this acceptation of the
word, nothing was originally meant except a barrier
againft I'mnc:,; whereas feveral towns dema nde
by the Dutch in this treaty can be of no ufe at al
in fuch a barrier. And this is the {entiment even
of Prince Eugene himfelf, (the prefent cracle and
idol of the party here), who fays, ¢ that Dender-
¢ mond, Oftend, and the caftle of Gand, do in
¢ no fort belong to the barrier ; nor can be of o-
¢¢ ther ufe, than to make the States-General maf-
¢ ters of the Low Countriers, and hinder their
¢ trade with England.” And further, ¢ that
¢ thofe who are acquainted with the country know
¢ very well, that to fortify Lier and Halle can give
¢ no fecurity to the States as a barrier, but only
‘¢ raife a jealoufy in the people, that thofe placesg
¢ are only fortified in order to block up Brufiels,
¢ and theé other great towns of Brabant.”

In thofe towns of Flanders where the Dutch are
to have garrifons, but the ecclefiaftical and civil
power to remain to the King of Spain after a peace,
the States have power to fend arms, ammunition,
and victuals, without paying cuftoms ; under which
pretence they will engrofs the whole trade of thofe
towns, exclufive of all other nations,

"This Prince Eugene likewife forefaw ; and in his

obfervations upon this treaty, here annt\;d, pro-
Poi.,d a remedy for it,
And

-
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And if the T)u ch fhall pleafe to think, that the
whole Spanifh Netherlands are not a {ufficient bar-
rier for the -m, I know no remedy from the words
of this treaty, but that we muft ftill go on and con-
quer for them as long as they pleaie. For the
Queen is obliged, whenever a peace is treated, to
procure for them u-’*szw» ball be thought 'ﬂeaﬁmy
befides ; and where their neceflity will terminate, 1s
not very eafy to 1(‘1 efee

Could any of her M ajefty’s fubjefts conceive,
that in thofe very towns we have taken for the
Dutch, and given into their pofleflion as a barrier,
cither the States thould demand, or our minifers
allow, that the fubjects of Britain fhould, in refpeé
to their trade, 1 'U.iLd worfe than they were under
the late King of Spain? yet this is thL fat, as mon-
firous as it appears : all’ gooeds going to or coming
from Newport or Oftend are to pay the fame du-
ties, as thofe that pafs by the Scheld under the
Dutch forts : and tnns in effect is to thut out all o-
ther nations from trading to Flanders. The Eng-
fifh merchants at Bruges complain, that after
““the oy h**”c paid the King ot bpams duty for

goods i ;')*tui at Oftend, the {ame goods are
m_‘u Ii nh to turther duncs, when they are car-
ried from thence into the towns of the Dutch
new conqusﬁ' : mra’ defire only the {fame privileges
i ot trade they had before the death of the late
King of Eap.m‘.. Charles I1.” And in confe-
quence of this treaty, the Dutch have already ta-
ken oﬂr cight per cent. r; om all goods they {end to
the Spanifh Flanders, but left it Tl upon us.

BI? what 1s very { 3 rprifing, in the very fame ar-
ticle, where our g ::]/ruvuh and allies are wholly
thutting us out from trad ing in thofe towns we have
conqu aered for tnem with {fo much blood and trea-
.‘-'_‘”"‘, the Queen is obliged to procure, that the
‘ thall 5 fay .L.,.liﬂ in their trade over
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21l the King of Spain’s dominions, as her own fub-
je€ts, or as the pesple moft favoured. This I humbly
conceive to be pérfelt boys play ; Crofs I win, and
pile you loje * 3 or, What’s yours is mine, and what’s
mine is my own. \few it it fhould h'tpp._n that in
a treaty of peace fome ports or towns thould be
welded us for the fecurity of our trade, in any part
of the Spanith dominions at how great a diftance
foever, I {fuppofé the Dutch would go on with their
boys play, and challenge half by virtue of that arti-
cle: or would they be content with the military go-
vernment and the revenues, and reckon them a-
mong what fhall be thought neceffary for their bar-
rier ¢

This prodigious article is introduced as fubfe-
gquent to the treaty of Munfter made about the
year 1648, at a time when England was in the ut-
moft confufion, and very much to our difadvan-
tage. Thofe parts in that treaty, fo unjuft in them-
folves and fo prejudicial to our tmde, ought in rea-
fon to have been remitted rather than (.onijlmcd
upon us for the time to come. But this is Dutch
partnerfhip 3 to fhare in all our beneficial bargains,
and exclude us wholily from theirs, even from thofe
which we have got for them.

In one part of The conducl of the allies, &c. among
other remarks upon this tr caty, I make it a quei-
tion, whether it were right in point of policy or
prudence to call in a foreign power to be a guaran-
tee to our fucceflion ; becaufe by that means ¢ we
‘“ put it out of the power of our legiflature to al-
¢ ter the fucceflion, how much foever the neceflity
“ of the kingdom may require it 7 To comply
with the cautions of fome people, I explained my

* The two fides of our coin were once diltinguithed by crofs and
pile, as they are now by beads and tails,

Vor.IL Kk meaning
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meaning in the following editions. ~ 1 was affured, that
my Lord Chief Juftice affirmed, that paflage was
treafon. - One of my anfierers, I think, decides as
favourably ; and I am told, that paragraph was
read very lately, during a debate, with a comment
in very injurious terms, which perhaps might have
been fpaved. That the legiflature {hould have
power to change the fucceffion, whenever the ne-
ceflities of the kingdom require, is fo very ufeful
towards preferving our religion and liberty, that I
know not how to recant, 'The worft of this opi-
nion is, that at firft fight it appears to be Whiggifb s
but the diftinction is thus: the Whigs are for chang-
ing the fucceflion when they think fit, although the
entire legiflature do not confent; 1 think it ought
never to be done but upon great neeeflity, and that
with the fanétion of the whole legiflature. Do
thefe gentlemen of revolution-principles think it
impoffible, that we fthould ever have occafion again
to change our fucceflion 2 And if {fuch an accident
thould fall out, muft we have no remedy until the
{even provinceswill give their confent? Suppoie that
this virulent party among us were as able, as {fome
are willing, to raife a rebellion for reinftating them
in power, and would apply themfelves to the Dutch
as guarantees of our fucceffion to aflift them with
all their force, under pretence that the Queen and
miniftry, a great majority of both houfes, and the
bulk of the people, were for bringing over France,
Popery, and the pretender ? Their High Mighti-
nefles would, as I take it, be {fole judges of the con-
troverfy, and probably decide it fo well, that in
{fome time we might have the happinefs of becom-
ing a province to Holland, I am humbly of opi-
nion, that there are two qualities neceflary to a
reader before his judgment fhould be allowed ;
thefe are, common honefty, and common {fenfe ;
and that no man could have mifreprefented that
: para-
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paragraph in my difcourfe, unlefs he were utterly
deftitute of one or both.

The prefumptive fucceflor, and her immediate
heirs, have {o eftablithed a reputation in the world
for their piety, wildom, and humanity, that no
neceflity of this kind is like to appear in their
days : But [ muft ftill infift, thaticis a diminution
to the independency of the imperial crown of Great
Britain, to call at every door for help to put her
laws in execution. And we ought to confider,
that if in ages to come fuch a prince fhould hap-
pen to bein {fucceflion to our throne, who fhoald
be intirely unable to govern; that very motive
might incline our guarantees to fupport him, the
more cffeCtually to bring the rivals of their trade
into confufion and diforder.

But to return : The Queen is here putunder
the unrgafonable obligation of being guarantee of
the whole barrier treaty ; of the Dutch having
pofleflion of the faid barrier, and the revenues
thereof before a peace; of the payment of four
hundred thoufand crowas by the King of Spaia ;
that the States thall poffefs their barrier, even be-
fore K. Charles is in poffeflion of the Spanifh Ne-
therlands; although by the fifth' article of the
grand alliance her Majefty is under no obligation
to do any thing of this nature, except in a general
treaty.,

All kings, princes, and ftates are invited to en- |
ter into this treaty, and to be guarantees of its
execution. This article, though very frequent in
treaties, feems to look very woddly in that of
the barrier. Popith princes are here invited
among others to become guarantees of our
Proteftant {ucceflion; every petty prince in
Germany muit be intreated to preferve the
Queen of Great Britain upon her throne. The
King of Spain is invited particularly, and by

Kk g name
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name, to become guarantee of the execution of 2
treaty, by which hig allies, who pretend to fight
his battles and recover his dominions, firip him in
cffect of all his ten provinces ; a clear reafon why
they never {fent any forces to Spain, and why the
obligation, not to enter inta a treaty of peace with
France until that intir¢ monarchy was yielded as a
preliminary, was ftruck out of the counter-project
by the Dutch, They fought only in Flanders, be-
caufe there they only fought for themfelves. King
Charles muft needs accept this invitation very
kindly, and ftand by with great fatisfadtion, while
the Belgic lion divides the prey, and affigns it all to
himfelf, I remember there was a parcel of fol-
diers, who robbed a farmer of his poultry, and
then made him wait at table, ‘while they devoured
his vi¢tuals without giving him a-morfel ; and upon
his expoftulating, had only for anfwer, Why,
Sirrah, are we not come here to protect you : ? And
thus much for this generous invitation to all kings
and princes to lend their affiftance and become
guarantees out of pure good nature for fecuring
Flanders to the Dutch,

In the treaty of Ryi\wc no care was taken to ob-
lige the French King to acknowledge the right of
fucceflion in her preient Majefty ; for want of
which point being then fetiled, France refufed to
acknowledge her for Queen of Great Britain after
the late King’s death. 'This unaccountable neglect
(if it were a nbg‘c&) is here called an omiflion, and
care is t'tken to fupply it in the next general treaty
of peace ¥, I mention this occafionally, becaufe I
have fome ftubborn doubts within me, whether it
were a wilful omiffion or no. Neither do I herun
reflet in the leaft upon the memmyof his late Ma-
jefty, whom I mtucly acquit of any imputation
upon this matter, Butwhen I recollect the beha-

% Article XX,
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viour, the language, and the principles of fome
certain perfons in thofe days, and compare them
with that omiffion ; I am tempted to draw fome
conclufions, which a certain party would be more
ready to call falfe and malicious, than to prove
them fo.

I muft here take leave (becaufe it will not other-
wife fall in my way) to fay a few words in return
to a gentleman, 1 know not of what charalter or
calling, who hath done me the honour to write
three difcourfes againft that treatife of 7he condus?
of the allies, &c. and promifes, for my comfort,
{0 conclude all in a fourth, I pity rmfv.' rers with

all my heart, for the many difadvantages they lie
und:;. N[y book did a world of mlidm_l (as he
calls it) before his firft part could poffibly come
.out ; and fo went on through the kingdom, while
his limped flowly after ; and if it arrived at all, it
was too late ; for people’s opinions were already
fixed. His manner of anfwering me is thus: Of
thofe faéts which he pretends to examine, fome he
refolutely denies, others he endeavours to exte-
nuate, and the reft he diftorts with {uch unnatural
turns, that I would engage by the fame method to
difprove any hiftory either ancient or modern
Then the whole is interlarded with a thoufand in-

jurious epithets and appellations, which heavy
writers are forced to make ufe of, as a fupply for
that wantof {pirit and genius they are not born to :
Yetafter all he allows a very great point, for which
I contend, confefling in plain words, that the bur-
den of the war hath chiefly lain upon us; and
thinks it fufficient for the Dutch, that next to Eng-
land they have borne the greateft {hare. And is not
this the great grievance of which the whole king-
dom complains ? I am inclined to think, that my
intelligence was at leaft as good as his; and fome of
t, I can aflure him, came from perfons of his own

party, although perhaps not altogether {o inﬂa“l-
ed,
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ed. Hitherto therefore the matter is pretty equal,
and the world may believe him or me as they
pleafe. But I think the great point of controver{y
between us is, Whether the effeéts and confe-
quences of things follow better from his -premiffes
or mine? And there I will not be fatisfied, unlefs
he will allow the whole advantage to be on my fide.
Here is a flourifhing kingdom brought to the brink
of ruin by a moft fuccefsful and glorious war of
ten years, under an able, diligent, and loyal mi-
niftry, a moft faithful, juft, and generous com-
mander, and in conjunéion with the moft hearty,
reafonable, and fincere allies. This is the cafe, as
that author reprefents it. I have heard a ftory, 1
think it was of the Duke of ***, who playing at
hazard at the Groom-porter’s in much company,
held in a great many hands together, and drew a
huge heap of gold ; but, in the heat of play, never
obferved a fharper who came once or twice under
his arm, and fwept a great deal of it into his hat;
the company thought it had been one of his fex-
vants. When the Duke’s hand was out, they were
talking how much he had won. Yes, faid he, 1
held invery long; yet methinks I have won but
very little, They told him his fervant had got
the reft in his hat; and then he found he was
cheated.

It hath been my good fortune to fee the moft
important fa&s that I have advanced juftified by
the public voice ; which let this author do what he
can, will incline the world to believe, that I may
be right in the reft. And Ifolemnly declare, that
I have not wilfully committed the leaft miftake. 1
ftopt the fecond edition, and made all pofiible in-
quiries among thofe who I thought could beft in-
torm me, in order to correét ?;ny error 1 could
hear of ; I did the fame to the third and fourth e-
ditions, and then left the printer to his liberty.

This
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This I take for a more effetual anfiver to all cavils,
than an hundred pages of controverfy.

But what difgufts me from having any thing to
do with this race of anfwer-jobbers, is, that they
have no fort of confcience in their dealings, To
give one inftance in this gentleman’s third parrt,
which [ have been lately looking into : When I
talk of the moft petty princes, he fays, that I meant
crowned heads; when I fay the foldiers of thofe
petty princes are ready to rob or ftarve at home,
he {ays I call kings and crowned heads robbers and
highwaymen. 'This is what the #higs call anfiver-
ing a book,

I cannot omit ene particular concerning this aus
thor, who is {o pofitive in aflerting his own fadls
and contradicting mine ; he affirms, that the budi-
nefs of Thoulon was difcovered by the clerk of a
certain great man, who was then {ecretary of frate.
It is neither wife nor for the credit of his party to
put us in mind of that fecretary, or of that clerk;
however, {o it happens, that nothing relating to
the affair of Thoulon did ever pafs through that
fecretary’s office : Which I here affirm with great
phlegm, leaving the epithets of falfe, fcandalous,
villanous, and the reft, to the author and his fel-
lows.

But to leave this author : Let us confider the
confequence of our triumphs, upon which fome fet
fo great a value as to think, that nothing lefs than
the crown can be a fufficient reward for the merit
of the general. 'We have not enlarged our domi-
nions by one foot of land : Our trade, which made
us confiderable in the world, is either given up by
treaties, or clogged with duties, which interrupt
and daily leflen it. We fee the whole nation groan-
ing under exceflive taxes of all forts, to raife three
millions of money for payment of the intereft of
thofe debts we have contracted  Let us look upon
the reverfe of the medal ; we fthall fee our neigh-
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bours, who in their utmoft diftrefs called for our
afliftance, become by this treaty, even in time of
peace, mafters of a more confiderable country than
their own ; in a condition to ftrike terror Into us,
with fifty thoufand wveterans ready to invade us
from that country, which we have conquered for
them ; and to commit infolent hoftilities upon us
in all other parts, as they have latcly done in the
Eaft-Indies.
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THE BARRIER-TREATY BETWEEN HER
MAJESTY AND THE STATES-GENERAL,

i ER. Majefty the Quern of Great Britain,
L and the Lords the States-General of the

¢« United Provinces, having confidered how much
“ it concerns the quiet and fecurity of their king-
¢ doms and ftates, and the public tranquiility, to
¢« maintain and to fecure on one fide, the fuccef-
¢ fion to the crown of Great Britain in fuch man-
€ per as it is now eftablifhed by the laws of the
¢ kingdom; and on the other fide, that the States-
¢ General of the United Provinces fhould have a
“ firong and fufficient barrier againft France and
¢¢ others who would furprize or attack them: And
« her Majefty and the faid States-General appre-
« hending with juft reafon the troubles and the
¢ mifchiefs which may happen in relation to this
“ fuccefiion, if at any time there {hould be any per-
¢ fon, or any power, who thould call itin queftion ;
¢ and that the countries and ftates of the faid
«¢ Lords the States-General were not furnithed
¢ with fuch a barrier : For thefe faid reafons her
« faid Majefty the Queen of Great Britain, al-
¢ though. in the vigour of her age, and enjoying

: ¢ perfelt
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perfe health (in which may God preferve her
many years), out of an effect of her ufual pru-
dence and piety, has thought fit to enter with
the Lords the States-General of the United Pro-
vinces into a particular alliance and confederacy;
the principal end and only aim of which fhall
be the public quiet and tranquillity; and to pre-
vent, by meafures taken in time; all the events,

 which might one day excite new war. It is with

this view, that her Britith Majefty has given her

‘ full power to agree upon {fome articles of a

treaty, in addition to the treaties and alliances
that {be hath already with the Lords the States-
General of the United Provinces, to her ambai-
{fador extraordinary and plenipotentiary, Charles

¢ Vifcount Townihend, Baron of Lyne-Regis,
‘ Privy Counfellor to her Britith Majefty, Cap-

tain of her faid Majefty’s Yeomen of the Guard,
and her Lieutenant in the county of Norfolk ;
and the Lords the States-General of the United
Provinces, the Sieurs John de Welderen Lord
of Valburgh, Great Bailif of the Lower Be-
tewe, of the body of the nobility of the pro-
vince of Guelder ; Frederic Baron of Reede,
Lord of Lier, St. Anthony, and T’er Lee, of
the order of the nobility of the province of
Holland and Weft-Friezeland ; Anthony Hein-
fins, Counfellor-Penfionary of the province of
Holland and Weft-Friezeland, Keeper of the
Great Seal, and Superintendant of the fiefs of the
fame province ; Cornelius Van Gheet, Lord of
Spranbrook, Bulkefteyn, &c. ; Gedeon Hoeuft,
Canon of the chapter of the church of 5St. Pe-
ter at Utrecht, and ele&ed Counfellor in
the ftates of the -province of Utrecht ; Haflel
Van Sminia, Secretary of the chamber of the
accounts of thie provinee of Friezeland ; Erneft
Itterfum, Lord of Ofterbof, of the body of the
nobility of the province of Overyflel ; and Wicher
Vou. H, L1 ¢ Wichers,
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. ¢ Wichers, Senator of the city of Groningen; all

< deputies to the affembly of the faid Lords the
‘¢ States-General on the one part, refpectively of
“« the provinces of Guelder, Holland, Weft Fricze-
¢ Jand, Zeland, Utrecht, Friezeland, Overyficl,
¢ and Groningen, and Ommelands; who, by vir-
“ tue of their full powers, have agreed upon the
¢ following articles.”

AT X CilyEeely

“HE treaties of peace, friendfhip, alliance, and

confederacy between her Britannic Majefty and

the States-General of the United Provinces thall be

approved and confirmed by the prefent treaty, and

fhall remain in their former force and vigour as
if they were inferted word for word,

BuBo TiliC LByl

The fucceflion to the crown of England having
been fettled by an alt of parliament, paflfed the
twelfth year of the reign of his late Majefty King
William III. the title of which is, 4n aé? for the
urther limimitation of the crown, and better fecuring
zhe rights and liberties of the fulject; and lately, In
the fixth year of the reign of her prefent Majefty,
this fucceflion having been again eftablifhed and
confirmed by another aét made for the greater fe-
curity of her Majefty’s perfon and government,
and the fucceflion to the crown of Great Britain,
&e. in the line of the Moft Serene houfe of Ha-
nover, and in the perfon of the Princefs Sophia,
and of her heirs, fucceflors, and defcendents, male
and female, already born or to be born: And al-
though no power hath any right to oppofe the
laws made upon this fubjeét by the crown and par-
fiament of Great Dritain ; if it fhall happen never-
thelefs, that under any pretence, or by any caufe
whatever,
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whatever, any perfon, or any power or ftate, may
pretend to difpute the eftablithment which the par-
liament hath made of the aforefaid fuceffion in the
Moft Serene houfe of Hanover, to oppofe the faid
fucceflion, to affift or favour thofe who may oppofe
it, whether dire@ly or indireétly, by open war, or
by fomenting feditions and con{piracies againft her
or him to whom the crown of Great Britain fhall
defcend, according to the alts aforefaid ; the
States-General engage and promife to affift and
mamtam, in the {aid {ucceflion, her or him to,
whom it fhall belong, by virtue of the faid a@s of
parliament, to affift them in taking pofleffion, if
they fhould not be in actual pofleffion, and to op-
pofe thofe who would difturb them in the taking
fuch pofleflion, or in the actual pefleflion of the as
forefaid fucceffion,

ARTICILE IIL

Her faid Majefty and the States-General, in
confequence of the fiftharticle of the alliance
concluded between the Emperor, the late King ol
Great Britain, and the States-General, the 7th of
September 1701, will employ all their force to re-
cover the reft of the Spanith Low Countrics,

ARTICLE IV,

And further, they will endeavour to conquer as
many towns and forts as they can, in order to their
Being a barrier and {ecurity to the faid States.

ARTICLEN

And whereas, according to the ninth article of
the faid alliance, it is to be agreed, amongft other
matters, how and in what manner the States {hall

Ll2 be
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be made fafe by means of this barrier, the Queen.
of Great Britain will ufe her endeavours to pro-
cure that in the treaty of peace it may agreed, that
all the Spanith Low Countries, and what elfe
may be found neceflary, whether conquered or
unconquered places, fhall ferve as a barrier to the
States.

ARTLEC LLE NE

That to this end their High Mightinefles {liall
have the liberty to put and keep garrifon, to
change, augment, and diminifh it, as they fhall
judge proper, in the places following; namely,
Newport, Furnes, with the fort of Knock, Ypres,
Menin, the town and citadel of Lifle, Tournay,
and its citadel, Conde, Valenciennes; and the pla-
ces which thall from henceforward be conquered
from France, Maubeuge, Charleroy, Namur and
its citadel, Lier, Halle to fortify, the ports of
Perle, Philippe, Damme, the caftle of Gand, and
Dendermonde. The fort of St, Donas being join-
ed to the fortification of the Sluice, and being en-
tirely incorporated with it, fhall remain and be
yielded in property to the States, The fort of
Rodenhuyfen on this fide Gand fhall be demolifh+
ed, " '

VU Ll B Sl P D 06

The faid States-General may, in cafe of an appa-
vent attack, or war, put as many troops as they
thall think necefiary in all the towns, places, and
forts in the Spanith Low Countries, where the reas
fon of war fhall require it, : ‘

ARTICLE VI

‘They may likewife fend into the towns, forts .
and
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and places, where they fhall have their garrifons,
without any hinderance and without paying any
duties, provifions, ammunitions of war, arms, and
artillery, materials for the fortifications, and all
that {hall be found convenient and nccr.iTary for
the faid garrifons and fortifications,

ARTECLE IX,

The States-General fhall alfo have lmerty to ap-
point in the towns, forts, and places of their bar-
rier, mentioned in the foregoing fixth article,
where they may have garrifons, fuch governors
and commanders, majors and other officers as they
thall find proper, who fhall not be fubjet to any
other orders, whatfoever they may be, or from
whencefoever they may comy, rdatmv to the fecuri-
ty and military government of the faid places, but

only to thofe of their chh Mightinefics (exclufive
of all others) ; ftill pr eferv ing the rights and privi-
leges, as well ecclefiaftical as political, of K,

Charles i e

ARTLCL N X,

That befides the States fhall have liberty to forti-
fy the {aid towns, places, and forts, which belong
to them, and repair the fortifications of them in
fuch manner as they fhall judge neceflary ; and fur-
ther to do whatever fhall be ufeful for their de-
fence,

R T ICHE R

Itis agreed, that the States-General fhall have
all the revenues of the tow:*s, phCCS, jurifditions,
and their dependencies, which they thall have for
their barrier from France, which were not in the
pofieflion of the crown of Spain at the time of the

death




270 SOME REMARKS ON

death of the late K, Charles II. and befides, a mil-
lion of livres fhall be fettled for the payment of one
hundred thoufand crowns every three months, out
of the cleareft revenues of the Spanifh Low coun-
tries, which the faid King was then in pofiefiion of;
both which are for maintaining the garrifons of the
States, and for fupplying the fortifications, as alfo
the magazines, and other neceffary expences in the
towns and places above mentioned, And that the
{aid revennes may be fufficient to {fupport thefe ex-
pences, endeavours fhall be ufed for enlarging the
dependencies and jurifdictions aforefaid as much as
poflible; and particularly, for including with the
jurifdi¢tion of Ypres that of Caflel, and the foreft
of Niepe; and with the jurifdi¢tion of Lifle the ju-
rifdi¢tion of Douay, both having been {o joined
before the prefent war,

AR CHF B,

That no town, fort, place, or country of the
Spanith Low Countries fhall be granted, trans-
ferred, or given, or defcend to the crown of
France, or any of the line of France, nei-
ther by virtue of any gift, fale, exchange, mar-
riage, agreement, inheritance, fucceffion .by will,
or through want of will, from no title whatfoe-
ver, nor in any other manner whatfoever, nor be
put into the power, or under the authority of the
Mot Chriftian King, or any one of the line of
France.

AR TICLE. XII.

And whereas the {aid States-General, in confe-
quence of the ninth arricle of the {aid alliance, are
to make a convention or treaty with K. Charles III.
for putting the States in a condition of fafety by
means of the faid barrier, the QuiiEn of Great
Potans 4 s F
Sritain will do what depends upon her, that all the

foregoing
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foregoing particulars relating to the barrier of the
States-may be inferted in the aforefaid treaty or con-
vention ; and that her faid Majefty will continue
her good offices, until the above- mentinncd con-
vention between the States and the {aid K. Charles
the Third be concluded, agreeable to what is be-
fore mentioned ; and th’lt her l\’[ay’ftv will be gua-
rantee of the f'ud treaty or convention,

Ao RMESE:C LR - XTIV,

And that the faid States may enjoy from hence-
forward, as much as poflible, a “barrier for the Spa-
nith Low Countries, they fhall be permitted to put
their garrifons in tha, towns already taken, and
which may hereafter be {o, before the peace be
concluded and ratified. And in the mean time,
the faid King Charles III, thall not be allowed to
enter into pomﬁzon of the faid Spanith Low coun-
tries, neither entirely nor in p’i!t and dming
that time the QUEEN ‘fhall aflift their High Migh-
tineffes to maintain them in the enjoyment of the
revenues, and to find the million of livres a-year
above mentioned.

AR TR SXV

And whereas their High Mightineffes have {fti-
pulated by the treaty of Munfter, in the fourtee
article, that the river Scheld, as alfo the canals of
Sas, Swan, and other mouths of the fea bordering
thercupon fhould be kept thut on the fide of the
States :

And in the fifteenth article, that the thips and
commodities going in and coming out of the har-
bours of Flanders fhall be, and remain charged
with all fuch impofts, and other duties, as are rai-

{fed upon commodities going and coming along the

‘nheld and the other canals above umduomd :
The
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‘The Queex of Great Britain promifes and enga-
ges, that their High Mightinefles {hall never be di-
frurbed in their right and poffefiion in that refpect,
neither direéily or indirectly 5 as alfo, thatthe com-
merce {hall not in prejudice of the faid treaty be
made more eafy by the fea-ports than by the rivers;
canals, and mouths of the {ea, on the fide of the
States of the United Provinces, neither direétly or
indirectly.

And whereas by the fixteenth and feventeenth
articles of the fame treaty of Munfter, his Majefty
the King of Spain is obliged to treat the fubjedts of
their High Mightinefles as favourablyas the fubjects
of Great Britain and the Hans towns, who were
then the people moft favourably treated ; her Bri-
tannic Majefty and their High Mightinefles promife
likewife to take care that their High Mightineffes thall
be treated in the Spanith Low countries as well as
in Spain, the kingdoms and ftates belonging to its
equally and as well the one as the other, as the
people moft favoured.

AR S Ve

The faid QUEEN and States-General oblige them-
felves to furnith by fea and land the fuccours and
affiftance neceflary to maintain by force her {aid
Majefty in the quiet poficfion of her kingdoms;
and the Moft Serene houfe of Hanover in the {aid
{uccefion, in the manner it is fettled by the acts
of parliament before mentioned ; and to maintaint
the faid States-General in the poficflion of the faid
barrier.

AR TICLE XVIL

After the ratifications of the treaty 2 particular
convention {hall be made of the conditions, by
which the faid QUEEN, and the {aid Lords the
States-General, will engage themfelves to furnith

the




THE BARRIER TREATY. 273

the fuccours which fhall be thought necefﬁry, as
well by fea as by land,

ARYT I'C'LE " XV,

If her Britith Majefty, or the States-General of
the United Provinces, be attacked by any body
whatfoever by reafon of this convention, they {hall
mutually aflift one another with all their forces,
and become guarantees of the execution of the faid
convention.

ARTICLE XIX,

There fhall be invited and admitted into the pre-
{fent treaty, as foon as poffible, all the kings, prin-
ces, and ftates, who fhall be willing to enter into
the fame, particularly his Imperial Majefty, the
Kings of Spainand Pruffia, and the Eleétor of Ha-
nover. And her Britith Majefty and the States-
General of the United Provinces, and each of
them in particular, fhall be permitted to require
and invite thofe whom they thall think fit to require
and invite, to enter into this treaty, and to be gua-
rantees of its execution,

KR T LE AR

And as time hath thewn the omiffion which was
made in the treaty figned at Ryfwick in the year
1697, between England and France, in refpet of
the right of the fucceflion of England in the per-
fon of her Majefty the Queen of Great Britain,
now reigning ; and that for want of having fetded
in that treaty this indifputable right of her Maje-
fty, France refufed to acknowledge her for QUEEN
of Great Britain after the death of the late K. Wil-
liam III, of glorious memory : her Majefty the
Queen of Great Britain; and the Lords the States-

Vo . M m General
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General of the United Provinces, do agree, and
engage themielves likewife, not to enter into any
negotiation or treaty of peace with I'rance, before
the title of her Majefty to the crown of Great Bri-
tain, as alfo the right of fucceffion to the Moft Se-
rene houfe of Hanover to the aforefaid crown, in
the manner it is fettled and eftablifhed by the be-
fore-mentioned acts of parliament, be fully acknow-
ledged as a preliminary by France, and that France
hath promifed at the fame time to remove out of
| its dominions the perfon who pretends to be King
of Great Britain ; and that no negotiation, or for-
mal difcuflion of the articles of the faid treaty of
peace, fhall be entered into but jointly, and at the
fame time with the {aid Queen, or with her mini-
fters.

RSN TNNERSNN————

e e i

AT TCTEET XX,

: Her Britith Majefty, and the Lords the States-

General of the United Provinces, fhall ratify and

! confirm all that is contained in the prefent treaty

i within the {pace of four weeks, to be reckoned from
the day of the figning. In teftimony whereof, the
underwritten ambaflador extraordinary and plem-
potentiary of her Britith Majefty, and the deputies
of the Lords the States-General, have figned this

g prefent treaty, and have affixed their feals there-
unto.

At the Hague the 29th of October; in the year 170g,

] B. Van Reede.

G. Hoeuft,

E, V., Itterfum.

J. V. Welderen.

A. Heinfius,

H. Sminia.

'W. Wichers.
THE
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THE SEPARATE ARTICLE.

AS in the preliminary-articles figned here at

the Hague, the 28th of May 17009, by the
plenipotentiaries of his Imperial Majefty, of her
Majefty the Queen of Great-Britain, and of the
Lords the States-General of the United Pro-
vinces, it is ftipulated, amongft other things,
that the Lords the States-General fhall have,
with entire property and {overeignty, the upper
quarter of Guelder, according to the fifty-fecond
article of the treaty of Munfter, of the year
1648 ; as alfo, that the garrifons which are,
or hereatter fhall be, on the part of the Lords
the States-General, in the town of Huy, the ci-
tadel of Liege, and in the town of Bonne, thall
remain there, until it fhall be otherwife agreed

“ upon with his Imperial Majefty and the empire :

and as the barrier, which is this day agreed upon
in the principal treaty for the mutual guarantee
between her Britifh Majefty and the Lords the
States-General, cannot give to the United Pro-
vinces the fafety for which it is eftablithed, un-
lefs it be well {ecured from one end to the other,

‘ and that the communication of it be well joined

together, for which the upper quarter of Guel-
der, and the garrifons in the citadel of Liege,
Huy, and Bonne are abfolutel y neceflary : (ex-

* perience having thrice fthewn, “that France hav-
‘ing a defign to attack the United Provin-
‘-ces, has adetuft of the places above men-

tioned, in order to come at them, and to pene-
rrate into the {aid prov.nces\ And further, as
in refpet to the ec quivalent tor which the upper
quarter of Guelder is to be yielded to the Unit-
ed Provinces, according to the fift ty-fecond arti-
cle of the treaty of Munfter above menticned,

Mm 2 his
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his Majefty K. Charles III. will be much more
gratified and advantaged in other places, than
that equivalent can av 2il | to the end therefore

that the Lords the States-General may have the
upper quarter of Guelder with entire property
and fovereignty; and that the faid upper quar-
ter of Guelder may be yiclded in this manner
to the faid Lords the States-General, in the cons
vention, or the treaty that they are to make with,
his Majefty K. Charles IIl. according to the thir-
teenth article of the treaty concluded this day;
as alfo, that their gar rifons in the citadel of
Liege, in that of Huy, and in Bonnz, may re-
main there, until it be otherwile agrecd upon
with his Imperial Majefty and the empire ; her
Majefty the Queen of Great Britain engages her-
felf, and promifes by this feparate article, which
fhall have the fame force as if it were inferted in
the principal treaty, to make the {fame efforts
for all this, as the hath engs 1gcd herfelf to make
for the obtaining the barrier in the Spanifth Low
Countries. In teftimony whereof, the under-
written ambaffador extraordinary and plenipo-
tentiary of her Britith Majefty, and deputies of
the Lords the States-General, have figned the
prefent {eparate article, and have affixed their
feals thereunto,

At the Hague, the 29th of Oclober, 1709.

(L. S.) Townfhend.

(L. 85.) J. B Van'Reede.
(L. S.) G. Hoeuft,
(L.S.) E. V. Itterfum.
(L. S.) J. V. Welderen.
(L. S.) A. Heinfiys.

(L. S.) H. Sminia

(L. 5.) W. Wichers.

THE
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THE SECOND SEPARATE ARTICLE.

S the Lords the States-General have repre-
{fented, that in Flanders the limits between
Spanifth Flanders and that of the States are fet-
tled in fuch 2 manner, as that the land belong-
ing to the States is extremely narrow there ; fo
that in fome places the territory of Spanifh Flan-
ders extends itfelf to thefortifications, and under
the cannon of the places, towns, and forts of
the States, which occafions many inconvenien-
cies, as hath been feen by an example a little be-
fore the beginning of the prefent war, when a
fort was defigned to have been built under the
cannon of the Sas Van Gand, under pretence,
that it was upon the territory oi— Spain: and as
it is nsccﬁhry, for avoxdlng thefe, and other
forts of inconveniencies, that the land of the
States upon the confines of Flanders fhould be
enlarged, and that the places, towns, and forts,
thould by that means be better covered : her Bri-
tith Majefty, entering into the juft motives of
the faid Lords the States-General in this refpeét,
promifes and engages herfelf, by this {eparate ar-
ticle, that in the convention which the faid Lords
the States-General are to make with his Majefty
K. Charles I, ifhe will affift them, as that it
may be agreed, that by the ceflion to the faid
Lords the States-General of the property of an
extent of land neceflary to obviate fuch like, and
other inconveniencies, their limits in Flanders
fhall be enlarged more conveniently for their fe-
curity ;' and thofe of the Spanifh Flanders remo-
ved farther from their towns, places, and forts,
to the end that thefe may not be expofed any
more. In teftimony whercof, the und:.rwrltten

ambaffador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of
 her
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¢ her Britith Majefty, and deputies of the Lords
¢ the States-General, have figned the prefent fe-
¢ parate article, and have aflixed their {eals there-

¢S amto.”?

At the Hague, the 29th of Oflaber 1709,

(L. S.) Townfhend.

(L. S.) J. B. Van Reede.
(L. S.) A. Heinfius,

(L. S.) G. Hoeuft,

(L. S.) H. Sminia.

(L. S.) E, V. Itterfum.

o B BRI Bl B e Bl

The articles of the Counter-project, which were firuck
out or altered by the Dutch in the barrier-treaty,
with fome remarks,

A RTECEE YN

T() this end their High Mlghtmeﬁ'es fhall have
power to put and keep garrifons in the follow+
ing places, wiz. Newport, Knocke, Menin, the ci-
tadel of Lifle, Tournay, Conde, Valenciennes,
Namur and its citadel,” Lier, Halle to fortify, the
fort of Perle, Damme, and the caftle of Gand.

REMARKS

In the barrier-treaty the States added the follow-
ing places to thofe mentioned in this article, wviz,
Furnes, Ypres, towns of Lifle, Maubeuge, Char:
leroy, Philipps, fort of St. Donas (which is to be
'n property to the States), and the fort of Roden-

huyfen

:
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-

huyfen to be demolithed, To fay nothing of the
other places, Dendermond is the key of all Bra-
bant ; and the demolifhing of the fort of Roden-
huyfen, fituate between Gand and Sas Van Gand,
can only ferve to defraud the King of Spain of the
duties upon goods imported and exported there.

AR YCTIE Vi

The faid States may put into the faid towns,
forts, and places, and in cafe of open war with
France, into.all the other towns, places, and forts,
whatever troops the reafon of war fhall require,

REMARKS.

But in the barrier-treaty it is faid, 7z cafe of an
apparent attack, or war, without fpecifying againt
France: neither is the number of troops limited
to what the reafon of war fhall require, but what
the States fhall think neceffary,

ARTICLE IX

Befides fome fmaller differences, ends with a {al-
v0, not only for the ecclefiaftical and civil rights of
the King of Spain, but likewife for his revenues in
the faid towns ; which revenues in the barrier-trea-
ty are all given to the States.

7Tl Sl Y (0 3 D

b

-

The revenues of the chatellanies and dependen-
cies of the towns and places, which the States thall
have for their barrier againft France, and which
were not in the pofleflion of the crown of Spain
at the late King of Spain’s death, fhall be fectled

to

e e
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to be a fund for maintaining garrifons, and pro-
viding for the fortifications and magazines, and o-
ther neceffary charges of the faid towns of the bar-

Tier,

REMARKS.

I defire the reader to compare this with the e-
leventh article of the barrier-treaty, where he will
fee how prodigioudly it is enlarged.

ARTICLE XIV.

All this to be without prejudice to {fuch other
treatics and conventions as the Queen of Great
Britain and their High Mightineffes may think fit
to make for the future with the faid K, Charles HI.
relating to the faid Spanith Netherlands, or to the
{aid barrier.

ARTICLE XV.

And to the end that the faid States may enjoy at
prefent, as much as it is poffible, a barrier in the
Spanifh Netherlands, they fhall be permitted to put
their garrifons in the chicf towns already taken, or
that may be taken, befote a peacc be made.

REMARKS.

Thefe two articles are not in the barrier-treaty;
but two others in their ftead ; to which I refer the
reader. And indeed it was highly neceffary for the
Dutch to firike out the former of thefe articles,
when fo great a part of the treaty is fo highly and
manifefty prejudicidl to Great Britain, as well as to
the King of Spain; efpecially in the two articles m-
ferted in the place of thefe, which I defire the read-
er will examine.

ARTI-
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A REeE B XX,

And whereas by the fifth and ninth articles of
the alliance between the Emperor and the late King
of Great Britain, and the States-General, conclud-
ed the 7th of September 1701, it is agreed and fti-
pulated, that the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily,
with all the dependencies of the crown of Spainin
Ttaly, fhall be recovered from the poffeflion of
Trance, as being of the laft confequence to the
trade of both nations, as well as the Spanifh Ne-
therlands for a barrier for the States-General ;
therefore the faid Queen of Great Britainy and the
States-General agree and oblige them{elves not to
enter into any negotiation or treaty of peace with
France, before the reftitution of the {aid kingdoms
of Naples and Sicily, with all the dependencies of
the crown of Spain in Italy as well as the Spanifh
Low Countries, with the other towns and places in
the poffeflion of France above mentioned in this
treaty ; and alfo after the manner fpecified in this
treaty ; as likewife all the reft of the entire mo-
narchy of Spain be yiclded by France as a prelis

minary.
ARTICLE XXIL

And whereas experience hath thewn of what im-
portance it is to Great Britain and the United Pro-
vinces, that the fortrefs and port of Dunkirk
{hould not be in the pofleflion of France in the
condition they are at prefent ; the fubjects of both
nations having undergone fuch great loffes, and
fuffered fo much in their trade by the prizes taken
from them by privateers {et out from that port;
infomuch that France; by her unmeafurable ambi-
tion, may be always tempted to make {ome enter-
prifes upon the territories of the Queen of Great

Vor. 11 N n Britain
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Britain and their High Mightinefles, and interrupt
the public repofe and tranquility ; for the prefer-
vation of which, and the balance of Europe againft
the exorbitant power of France, the allies engaged
themfelves in this long and burthenfome war;
therefore the faid Queen of Great Britain, and their
High Mightinefles agree, and oblige them{elves not
to cnter into any negotiation or treaty of peace with
¥rance, before it fhall be yiclded and ftipulated by
France as a preliminary, that all the fortifications
of the {aid town of Dunkirk, and the forts that
depend upon it, be entirely demolifhed and razed,
and that the port be entirely ruined and rendered
impracticable,

REMARKS

Thefe two-articles are likewife omitted in the bar-
vier-treaty : whereof the firft regards particularly
the interefts of the houfe of Aufiria; and the other
about demolifhing: Dunkirk thofe of Great Britain,
It is fomething firange, that the late miniftry, whofe
advocates raife'fuch a clamour about the neceffity
ef recovering Spain' from the houfe of Bourbon,
thould fuffer the Dutch to firike out this article,
which I think clearly fhews the reafon why the
States never troubled themfelves with: the thoughts
of reducing Spain, or even recovering Milan,
Naples, and Sicily, to the Emperor ; but were
wholly fixed upon the conqueft of Flanders, be-
caufe they had determined thofe provinces as a pro-
perty for themfelves,

As for the article about demolithing of Dunkirk,
I am not at all furprifed to find it firuck out ; the
deftruction of that place, although. it would be ufe-
tul to the otates, doth more nearly import Britain,
and was therefore a point that fuch minifters could
more eafily gst over.

The
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The fentiments of Prince EucenE of Savoy,
and of the Count b SINZENDORF, relating
to the barrier of the States-General, to the
upper quarter of Guelder, and to the towns
of the elettorate of Cologn, and of th
bifhopric of Liege.

Lthough the orders and inftruttions of the

court of Vienna and Barcelona upon the mat-

ters above mentioned do not go {o far as'to give di

reftions for what follows; notwithftanding, the

Prince and ‘Count above mentioned, confidering

the prefent ftatec of affairs, are of the following
epinion.

Firft, that the counter-projet of England, relat-
ing to the places where the States-General may put
and keep garrifons, ought to be followed, except
Lier, Halle to fortify, and the caftle of Gand.
Provided likewife, ‘'that the {entiments of England
be particularly conformed to relating to Dender-
mond and Oftend, as places in no wife belonging
to the barrier ; and which, as well as the caftle of
Gand, can only ferve to make the States-General
mafters of the Low Countries, and hinder trade
with England. And as to Lier and Halle, thofe-who
are acqualnted with the country know that thefe
towns cannot give any fecurity to the States-Gene-
ral ; but can only make people believe, that thefe
places being fortified would rather ferve to block
up Bruffels and the other great cities of Brabant.

Secondly, As to what is faid in the feventh arti-
cle of the counter-project of England, relating to
the augmentation of garrifons in the towns of the
barrier in cafe of an open war; this is agreeable to
the opinions of the {aid Prince and Count; who
think likewife, that there ought to be added to the

Nn2 eighth
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eighth article, that no goods or merchandife {hould
be {ent into the towns where the States-General
fhall have garrifons, nor be comprehended under
the names of {uch things as the {aid garrifons and
fortifications fhall have need of. And that to this
end the faid things {hall be infpected in thofe places
where they are to pafs ; as likewife the quantity
thall be fettled that the garrifons may want,

Thirdly, As to the ninth article rehtmg to the
governors and commanders of thofe towns, forts,
and places where the States-General thall L,ue their
garrifons ; the faid Prince and Count are of opi-
nion, th“lt the faid governors and commanders
ought to take an oath as wel] to the King of Spain
as to the States-General ; but tl hey may ¢ take a par-
ticular oath to the latter, that they w ill not admit
foreign troops without their confent ; and that they
will d:,pend excl uﬁvely upon the {aid States in what-
ever regards the military power, But at the {ame
time they ought exclufively to promlfe the King of
Spain, that thc;. will not intermeddle in the affairs
of law, civil power, revenues, or any other mat-
ters, ecclcﬂaﬁml or civil, unlefs at the defire of
the Kmq s ofﬁcus, to affift them in the execution
in which cafe the {aid commanders thould be obhg—
ed not to refufe them.

Fourthly, As to the tenth article there is nothing
to be 'tdded unlefs that the States-General may re-
pair and increafe the fortifications of the towns,
places, and forts where they thall have their garri-
{ons ; but this at their own expence. Otherwife,
under that pretext they might feize all the reve-
nues of the country,

Fifthly, As to the cleventh a rticle, they think
the States ought not to have the revenues of the
chatellanies and mr.cml( ncn;s of thefe towns and
places, which are to be their barrier again{t France;
this bei ng a fort of fmut--*nty, and very prewdl-
cial 10 tT‘ > ecclefiaftical and civil cscone omy of th

countrv.
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country. But the {faid Prince and Count are of
opinion, that the States-General ought to have, for
the maintenance of their garrifons and fortifica-
tions, a fum of money of a milion and a half, or
two millions of florins, which they ought to receive
from the King’s officers, who fhall be ordered to
pay that fum before any other payment.

Sixthly, And the convention which fhall be made
on this affair between his Catholic Majefty and the
States-General, fhall be for a limited time,

Thefe are the utmoft conditions to which the faid
Prince and Count think it poffible for his Catholic
Majefty to be brought ; and they declare at the
{ame time, that their Imperial and Catholic Majei-
ties will fooner abandon the Low Countries, than
take them, upon other conditions, which would be
equally expenfive, thameful, and unacceptable to
them.

On the other fide, the faid Prince and Count are
perfuaded, that the advantages at this time yielded
to the States-General may hereafter be very preju-
dicial to themfelves: forafimuch as they may put
the people of the Spanith Netherlands to fome dan-
gerous extremity, confidering the antipathy be-
tween the two nations ; and that extending of fron-
tiers is entirely contrary to the maxims of their go-
vernment,

As to the upper quarter of Guelder, the faid
Prince and Count are of opinion, that the States-
General may be allowed the power of putting in
garrifons into Venlo, Ruremond, and Steffenfwaert,
with orders to furnith the faid States with the re-
venues of the country, which amount to cne hun-
dred thoufand florins,

As to Bonne, belonging to the eleftorate of
logn, 'Liege, and Huy, to the bithopric of Liege,
it is to be underftood, that thefe being
towns, it doth not depend upon the En

1 1
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them upon any pretence whatfoever. But whercas
the States-General demand them only for their fe-
curity, it is propofed to place in thofe towns a gar-
rvifon of Jmperial troops, of whom the States may
be in no fupicion, as they might be of a garrifon of
an elector, who might poflibly have views oppofite
to their interefts. But this is propofed only in cafe
¢hat it thall not be thought more proper to raz¢ one
or other of the {aid towns.

The -Repre{"cntation of the Englifh merchants
at Bruges, relating to the Barner-treaty.

Davip WurTE, and other merchants, ber Majefly’s
fubjeéts refiding at Bruges, and other towns in F lan~-
ders, crave humbly to reprefent,

THAT whereas the cities of Lifle, Tournay,
Menin, Douay, and other new conquefts in
Flanders and Artois, taken from the French this
war by the united forces of her Majefty and her
allies, are now become entirely under the govern-
ment of the States-General ; and that we her Ma-
jefty’s fubjets may be made liable to fuch duties
and impofitions on trade as the faid States-General
{hall think fit to impofe on us : ‘we humbly hope
and conceive, that it is her Majefty’s intention and
defign, that the trade of her dominions and fub-
jeéts, which is carried on with thefe new conquetts,
may be on an equal foot with that of the fubjells
and dominions of the States~General, and pot be
liable to any new duty, when tranfported from the
Spanifth Netherlands to the faid new conquefts, as
to our great furprife is exacted from us on the fol-
lowing goods, wiz. butter, tallow, {almon, hides,
beef, and all other product of her Majefty’s domi-
nions, which we impert at Olftend, and there pay

the
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the duty of entry to the King of Spain, and confe-
quently ought not to be liable to any new duty
wiien they carry the fame goods, and all others,
from their dominions by a free pafs or tranfport to
the {aid new conquefts : and we are under appre-
henfion, that if the faid new conquefts be fettled, or
given entirely into the pofleflion of the States-Gene-
ral for their bar rier, (as we are made believe by a
treaty lately made by her Majefty’s ambaffador, the
Lord Vifcount Tow nthend, at the Hague), that the

States-General may alfo ioon declare all goods and
merchandifes, which are contraband in their pro-
vinces, to be alfo contra Dmd and prohibited in thefe
new co*1qL1L[1:,, or new barrier ; by w nicu her Ma-
jefty’s {fubjeéts will be deprived of the fale and con-
fumption of the following produéts of her Majefty’s

dominions, which are and have long beeq declar-
ed contraband in the United Provinces, fuch as
Englifh and Scots hh, malt {pirits, or corn brandy,

and all other 101‘t:= of diftilled Englifh {pirits, w hale
and rape oil, &c.

It is therefore humbly conceived, that her I\Ta«
jefty, out of her EE et eaic and gracious concerr
for the benefit of her fubjefls and dominions, ma )
be pleafed to diret, by a treaty of commerce, or
fome other way, that their trade may be put on an
equal foot in all the >panith Netherlands, and the
new conquefts of barrier with the fubjects of Hol-
land, by paying no other duty than that of i impor-
tation to the King of Spain; and by a provifion,
that no produét of her Majef’cys dominions fhail
ever be declared contraband in thefe new conquefts,
except fuch goods as were efteemed contraband be-
fore the death of Charles II. King of Spain. And
it is alfo humbly prayed, that the produé¢t and ma-
nufacture of the new conquefts may be alfo export-
ed without paying any new duty, befides that of ex-
pO'*tatlon at Ohmd, which was always paid to the
King of Spain ; it being impofiible for any nation

i
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in Europe to affort an entire cargo for the Spanifh
Weit Indies without a confiderable quantity of fe-
veral of the manufa&ures of Lifle ; fuch as cara-
doras, cajant, picofes, boratten, and many other
goods.

The chief things to be demanded of France are,
to be exempted from tonage, to have a liberty of
importing herrings and all other fith to France on
the fame terms as the Dutch do, and as was agreed
by them at the treafy of commerce immediately af-
ter the treaty of peace at Ryfwick. 'Theenlarging
her Majefty’s plantations in America, &e. is natus
rally recommended.
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Ne 13. Thur{day, November 2, 1710.

Longa eft injuria, linge
Ambagas ; fed fumma fequar fafligia rerum.

T is a pradtice I have generally followed, to con-
verfe in equal freedom with the deferving men
of both parties; and it was never without fome
contempt, that I have obferved perfons wholly out
of employment affect to do otherwife. I doubted,
whether any man could owe {o much to the fide he

was

* In Avguft 1710, 2 weekly paper, called, The Exam1inERr, began
to be publithed, It was efteemed to be the work of feveral eminent
hands; among which were reckoned Lord Bolingbroke, Dr. Atter-
bury Bifhop of Rochefter, Mr. Prior, and fome others. However
it came about, the general opinion is, that thefe perfons proceeded no
further than to the firft twelve papers: after which it feems to be a-
greed, that the undertaking was cariied on by Dr. Swift, who began
with number 13, and ended at number so, For although the paper
continued many months after to be publifhed, under the title of Tke
ExAMINER ; yer, by the inequality of the performance, it was ma-
nifeft to all judicious perfons, that Dr, Swift had not the leaft fhare
in them. Dublin edition.

As NO 13. was the firft of thefe papers written by Dr. Swift, No
44. was the laft. Six more have been printed in the Irith edition :
which is a proof,. among many others, that he was not the editor.
In a letter of his to Stella, dated June 7, 1711, the day on which

Vor, II. Oo ths
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was of, although he were retained by it ; but with-
out fome great point of intereft, cither in pofieflion
or profpect, I thought it was the mark of a low
and narrow {pirit,

It is hard, that for fome weeks paft I have been
forced in my own defence to follow a proceeding
that I have fo much condemned in others. But {c-
veral of my acquaiatance among the deelining par-
ty are grown {o infufferably peevith and {plenertic,
profefs fuch violent apprehenfions for the -public,
and reprefent the ftate of things in fuch formidable
ideas, that I find myfelf difpofed to fhare in their
afflictions ; although I know them to be groundlefs

the Examiner, N© a4, was publithed, there is the following para-
craph. *° As for the Examiner, I-have heard a whifper, that after
¢ that of this day, which tells what this parlisment has done, you
¢ will hardly find them fo good : T prophefy they will be trafh for the
¢ future ; and methinks, in this day’s Examiner, the author talks
<t doubtfully, as if he would write no more; fo that if they go op,
®¢ they may probably be by fome other hand : which, in my opinion,
<¢ ‘is a thoufand pities; but who can help it? QObferve whether the

£¢ change be difcovered in Dublin ; only for your own curiofity, that's

<« all.” 1In a fubfequent letter, dated Auguft 24. he fays, ¢ The
< Examiner has been down this month, and was very {illy the five
£¢ or fix laft papers.”

The Examiner was a weckly paper in defence of the Tory mini-
ftry. 'This paper, as it was carried on by fome very eminent hands,
having obtained a vogue, Swift took up the charaéter of the Examin-
er, and commenced a regular {eries of politics with No 13, Nov. 2,
17103 and having completed the main defign which firlt engaged hir
in the undertaking, with N© 44. June 7, 1711, and taken his leaye
of the town, as appears from the two laft paragraphs of that num-
ber, he dropt the charater of the Examiner, and never tpore writ
another paper. There was a paper indeed ftill fupported under the
title of the Examiner; but it funk immediately into rudenefs and
ill manners: and, what is &ill more, I can take upon me to affert
from undeniable authority, even from the authority of Dr. Swift
himfelf, that in fact the fcurrility in thofe papers was encouraged by
the minifiry., In fhort, the fubfequent Examiners were written by
fome under fpur-leathers in the city, aud were defigned merely 3s
proper teturns to thofe Grubftreet inveétives which were thrown out
again{t the adminiftration by the authors of the Mediey, the Eng-
lithman, and fome other abufive detraéting papers of the like ftamp.

ST Lft,
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and imaginary, or, which is worfe, purely affected.
To offer them comfort one by one, would be not
only an endlefs, but a difobliging tafk.- Some of
them, I am convinced, would be lefs melancholy if
there were more occafion. I fhall therefore, in-
ftead of hearkening to farther complaints, employ
fome part of this paper for the future in letting {fuch
men fee, that their natural or acquired fears are ill
grounded, and their fu‘tiﬁc'nl ones as ill intend-

ed ; that all our prefent inconveniencies are the
confequence of the very counfels they fo much
admire, which would ftill have increafed if thofe
had continued ; and that neither our conftitution
in church or hatu could probably have been long
preferved without fuch mcthous as have been 111-
ready taken.

THE late revolutions at court have given room
to iome {pecious objections, which I have heard
repeated bv wc]l-mmnmo men, juit as they had ta
ken them up on the credit of others, who h'ue
worfe defigns. They wonder the Qlew; would
chufe to change her miniftry at this junéture, and
thereby give uneafinefs to a general, who hath been
fo long fuccefsful abroad, and might think himfelf
injured, if the entire miniftry were not of his own
nomination ; that there were few complaints of any
confequence againft the late men in power, and
none at all in parliament, which on the contrary
pailed votes in favour of the chief minifter; that,
it her Majefty had a mind to introduce the other
party, it would have been more feafonable after a
peace, which now we have made defperate by {pi-
riting the French, who rejoice at thefe changes,
and by the fall of our credit, which unquahhc.s us
for carrying on the war; that the p’u‘lmment, io
untimely diffoly ed, had been diligent in their {up-
'mcs, and dutiful in their behaviour ; that one con-
iequence of thefe changes appears dlready in the

Qo2 fall
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fall of the'ftocks; that we may foon expect more
and worfe ; and, lafily, thatall this naturally tends
to break the fettlement of the crown, and call over
the pretender.

Thefe, and the like notions, are plentifully fcat-
tered abroad by the malice of a ruined party, to
render the Queen and her adminifiration odious,
and to inflame the mation. And thefe are what,
upon occafion, I {hall endeavour to overthrow by
difcovering the falfehood and abfurdity of them.

It is a great unhappinefs, when in a government
conftituted like ours it thould be {o brought about,
that the continuance of a-war muit be for the inte-
reft of vaft numbers (civil as well as military) who
otherwife would have been as unknown as their
original, [ think our prefent condition of affairs
is admirably defcribed by two verfes in Lucan:

Hinc ufura vorax, avidumque in fempore feenus,
Hinc concuffa fides, et multis utile bellum.

Which, without any great force upon the words,
may be thus tranflated =

“ Hence are derived thofe exorbitant interefts
¢ and annuities ; hence thofe large difcounts for
¢ advance and prompt payment; hence public cre-
“ dit is {fhaken; and hence great numbers find
¢ their profit in prolonging the war.”

It is odd, that among a free trading people, as
we call ourfelves, there thould fo many be found
to clofe in with thofe counfels, who have been ever
averfe from all overtures towards a peace : but yet
there is no great myitery in the matter. Let any
man obferve the equipages in this town, he fhall
find the greater number of thofe who make a fi--
gure, to be a fpecious of men quite different from
any that were known' before the revolution, con-
fifting either of generals or coloncls, or of thofe
whofe whole fortunes lic in funds and ftocks; fo

that
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that power, which, according to the old maxim,
was ufed to follow /and, is now gone over to mo-
ney ; and the country-gentleman is in the condition
of a young heir, out of whofe eftate a fcrivener
receives half the rents for intereft, and hath a
mortgage on the whole; and is therefore always
ready to feed his vices and extravagancies, while
there is any thing left  So that if the war continue
fome years longer, a landed man will be little bet-
ter than a farmer of a rack-rent to the army and
to the public funds.

It may perhaps be worth inquiring, from what
beginnings and by what fteps we have been brought
into this defperate condition : and in fearch of this
we muft run up as high as the revolution.

Moft of the nobility and gentry, who invited o-
ver the Prince of Orange, or attended him in his

expedition, were true lovers of their country, and'

its conftitution in church and ftate; and were
brought to yield to thofe breaches in the fucceflion
of the crown, out of a regard to the neceflity of

the kingdom and the fafety of the people, which’

did, and could only make them lawful ; but with-
out intention of drawing fuch a pradtice into pre-
cedent, or making it a ftanding meafure by which
to proceed in all times to come; and therefore we
find their counfels ever tended to keep things, as
much as poflible, in the old courfe, But foon af-
ter, and under a fet of men who had nothing to
lofe, and had neither borne the burthen nor heat
of the day, found means to whifper in the King’s
ear, that the principles of loyalty in the church of
England were wholly inconfiftent with the revo/n-
ion. Hence began the early praftice of carefling
the diflenters, reviling the univerfities, as maintain-
ers of arbitrary power, and reproaching the clergy
with the do&trines of divine right, paffive-cbedience,
and non-refiffance. At the fame time, in order to
falten wealthy people to the new government, they

propofed
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propofed thofe pernicious expedients of borrowing
money by vaft premiums, and at exorbitant intereft:
a pradtice as old as Eumencs, one of Alexander’s
captains, who fetting up for himfelf after the death
of his mafter, perfuaded his principal officers to
lend him great fums, after which they were forced
to follow him for their own {ecurity.

This introduced a number of new dextrous men
into bufinefs and credit. It was argued, that the
war could not laft above two or three campaigns ;
and that it was eafier for the fubjeéts to raife a tund
for paying intereft, than to tax them annually to
the full expenfe of the war. Several perfons, who
had {mall or incumbered eftates, fold them, and
turned their money into thofe funds, to great ad-
vantage : merchants, as well as other moneyed
men, finding trade was dangerous, purfued the
{fame method. DBut the war continuing, and grow-
ing more expenfive, taxcs were increafed, and funds
multiplied every year, till they have arrived at the
monftrous height we now behold them ; and that
which was at firft a corruption, is at laft grown ne-
ceffary, and what every good {ubjet muft now fall
in with, although he may be allowed to with it
might foon have an end ; becaule it is with a king-
dom as with a private fortune, where every new
incumbrance adds a double weight. By this means
the wealth of a nation, that ufed to be reckoned by
the value of land, is now computed by the rife and
fall of ftocks : and although the foundation of cre-
dit be ftill the {fame, and upon a bottom that can
never be thaken, and although all intereft be duly
paid by the public; yet, through the contrivance
and cunning of ffockjobbers, there hath been brought
in fuch a complication of knavery and cozenage,
fuch a myitery of iniquity, and fuch an unintelli-
gible jargon of terms to involve it in, as were never
known in any other age or country in the world.
I have heard it affirmed, by perfons fkilled in thefe

cacula-
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calculations, that if the funds ‘appropriated to the
payment of mt\.rdt and annuities were added to the
ye: ul) taxes, and the four thilling aid ftriétly exact-
ed in all counties of the kingdom, it would very
near, if not fully, fupply tht, occafions of the war;
at lmft {fuch a part as, jn the opinion of very dble
perfons, had been at that time prudent not to ex-
ceed. For I make it a queftion, Whether any wife
prince or {tate in the continuance of a war, which
was not purely defenfive, or immediately at his own
door, did ever propofe that his expenfe {hould per-
petually exceed what he was Jblg to impoie annual-
ly upon his fubjects ? Neither if the war laft many
years longer, do I fee how the next generation w il
be able to begin another ; which, in the courfe of
human affairs, and according to the various inte-
1(‘.&3 and ambition of princes, may be as neceflary
for them, as it hath been for us. And if our fa-
thers lvd left us as deeply involved, as we are like-
ly to leave our children, I appeal to any man what
{fort of figure we fhould have been able to make
thefe twenty years paft. Befides, neither our ene-
mies nor allies are upon the fame foot with us in
this particular. France and Holland, our neu:.i’c
nclothUIa, and the fartheft ennwcd will much
{ooner recover themfelves after a war: the ﬁrit lw
the abiolute HOweR of the prince, who, being mai-
ter of the lives and fortunes of his fub_;c_&s, will
quickly ﬁnd expedients to pay his debts; and fo
will the other, by their prudent qdmmli’rmtion the
oreatnefls of thelr trade, their wonderful parfimo-
ny, the willingnefs of their people to undergo all
kind of taxes, and their jultice in applying as well
as collecting them But above all, we are to con-
fider, that France aud Holland ﬁﬂht on the conti-
nent, either upon, or near their own territories,
and the greateft part of the money circulates among
*hemfch es ; whereas ours croffes the fea, either to
Flanders, Spain, ar Portugal, and every penny of
it,
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i, whether in {pecie or returns, is fo much loft to
the nation for ever.

Upon thefe confiderations alone, it was the moft
prudent courfe imaginable in the Queen, to lay hold
of the difpofition of the people for changing the
parliament and miniftry at this junéture, and extri-
cating herfelf as foon as poflible out of the pupil-
lage of thofe who found their accounts only in per-
petuaring the war, Neither have we the leaft rea-
fon to doubt, but the enfuing parliament will affift
her Majefty with the utmoft vigour, until her ene-
mics again be brought to fue for peace, and again
offer fuch terms as will make it both honourable
and lafting ; only with this difference, that the mi-
piftry perhaps will not again refufe them.

Audict pugnas vitio parentum
Rara juventus,

ESDTEBLLOLOTEOHGOTHLOHVTTOOOLT@
No. 14, Thur{day, November 9. 1710,

E quibus bi vacuas implent fermonibus aures,
Hi narrata ferunt alio : menfuraque ficti
Crefcit, et auditis aliquid novus adjicit autor.
Jllic credulitas, illic temerarius error,
Yanaque lztitia ¢ff, conflernatique timores,
Seditioque recens, dubiogue autore fufurri.

} AM prevailed on, through the importunity of
friends, to interrupt the {cheme I had begun in
my laft paper, byan eflay upon the art of political
lying. We are told the devil is the father of lies,
and was a liar from the beginning ; fo that, beyond
contradiétion, the invention is old: and, which is
more, his firft eflay of it was purcly political, em-

ployed
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ployed in undermining the authority of his prince,
and feducing the third part of the fubjetts from
their obedience ; for which he was driven down
from heaven, where, as Milton exprefleth it, he had
been Viceroy of a great weflern province ; and
forced to exercife his talent in inferior regions a-
mong other fallen fpirits, or poor deluded men,
whom he ftill daily tempts to bis own fin, and will
ever do fo, till he be chained in the bottemlels pit.

But although the devil be the father of /es, he
{eems, like other great inventors, to have loft much
of his reputation by the continual improvements
that have been made upon him.

Who firft reduced Jying into an art, and adapted
it to politics, is not {o clear from hiftory ; although
I have made fome diligent inquiries. I fhall there-
fore confider it only according to the modern fy{-
tem, as it hath been cultivated thefe twenty years
paft in the fouthern part of our own ifland.

The poets tell us, that after the giants were over-
throw by the gods, the Earzh in revenge produced
her laft offspring, which was Fame. And the fable
is thus interpreted; that when tumults and fe-
ditions are quieted, rumours and falfe reports are
plentifully {pread through a nation. So that, by
this account, Jying is the laft relief of a routed,
earth-born, rebellious party in a ftate. But here the
moderns have made great additions, applying this
art to the gaining of power and preferving it, as
well as revenging them{elves after they have loft it ;
as the fame inftruments are made ufe of by animals
to feed themfelves when they are hungry, and to
bite thofe that tread upon them,

But the fame genealogy cannot always be admit-
ted for political lying 5 1 fhall therefore defire to re-
fine upon it, by adding fome circumftances of its
birth and parents. A political lie is fometimes born
out of a difcarded ftatefman’s head, and thence
delivered to be nurfed and dandled by the rabble.

Mor. H. Pp Sometimes
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Sometimes it is produced a monfter, and /licked in-
io thape ; at other times it comes into the world
completely formed, and is {poiled in the licking. It
is often born an infant in the regular way, and re-
quires time to mature it; and ofter it fees the light
in its full growth, but dwindles away by degrees.
wometimes it is of noble birth; and fometimes the
ipawn of a flockjobber. Here ¥t {ereamsaloud at the
opening of the womb ; and #here itis delivered with
a whifper. 1 know a lie; that now difturbs half
the kingdom with its noife, which although too
proud and great at prefent to oivn its parents, I can
remember its whifper-hood. To conclude the nativity
of this menfter; when it comesinto the world with-
out a ffing, it is ftill-born ; and whenever it lofes
us fing, ic dies,

No wonder if an infant fo miraculous in its birth
thould be deftined for great adventures; and ac»
cordingly we fee it hath been the guardian fpirit of a
prevailing party for almoft twenty years, Itcan con-
quer kingdoms without fighting, and fometimes with
the lofs of a battle. It gives and refumes employ-
ments ; can {ink a mountain te a molehill, and raife
a molehill to a mountain ; hath prefided for many
years at committees of elections; can wath a black-
a-more white ; make a faint of an atheift, and a
patriot of a profligate; can furnith foreign mini-
Slers with intelligence ; and raife or let fall the cre-
dit of the nation. This goddefs flies with a huge
locking-glafs in her hands to dazzle the croud and
make themfee, according as the turns it, their ruin in
their intereft, and their intereft in their ruin. In this
glafs you will behold your beft friends clad in coats
powdered with fleurs de lis and triple crowns ; their
girdles hunground with chain, and beads, and wooden
[boes 5 and yourworftenemies adorned with the en-
{igns of liberty, property, indulgence, msdoration, and
a cornucopia in their hands., Her large wings, like
thofe of a flying fith, are of no ufe but when they

are
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are moift ; fhe therefore dips them in mud, and
{oaring aloft fcatters it in the eyes of the muldtude,
flying with great fwiftnefs ; but at every turn is
forced to ftoop in dirty ways for new fupplies.

I have been fometimes thinking, if a man had
the art of the t‘ﬁzcond fight for feeing lies, asthey have
in Scotland for feeing {pirts, how admirably he
might entertain himfelf in this town, by obferving
the different fhapes, fizes, and colours of thofe
{warms of lies, which buz about the heads of /ome
people, like flies about a horfe’s earsin fummer; or
thofe legions hovering every afternoon in Exchange
Alley, enough to darken the air; or over a club
of difcontented grandees, and thence fet down i
cargoes to be {cattered atelections.

There is one eflential point wherein a political
liar differs from others of the faculty; that he
ought to have but a fhort memory, which is ne-
ceflary according to the various occafions he meets
with every hour of differing from himfelf, and
{wearing to both fides of a contradiction, as he finds
the perfons difpofed, with whom he hath to deal.
[n defcribing the virtues and vices of mankind, it
is convenient, upon every article,, to have fome
eminent perfons in our eye, from whom we copy
our defcription. Ihave {trictly obferved this rule;
and my imagination this minute reprefents before
me a certain great man *, famous fer this talent,
to the conftant practice of which he owes his twen-
ty years reputatign of the moft {kilful head in Eng-
land for the management of nice affairs. The fu-
periority of his genius confifts in nothing elfe, but
an inexhauftible fund of pelitical lies, which he
plentifully difiributes every minute he {pcaks, and
by an unparalled generofity forgets, and confe-
quently contradiéts, the next half hour, He never
vet confidered, whether any propofition were true

# “The late Earl of Wharton,
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or falfe, but whether it were convenient for the
prefent minute or company to affirm or deny it;
fo that if you think fit to refine upon him, by in-
terpreting every thing he fays, as we do dreams,
by the contrary, you are ftill to feek, and will find
yourfelf equally deceived whether you believe or
no. The only remedy is to fuppofe, that you have
heard fome inarticulate founds without any mean-
ing at all; and befides, that will take off the hor-
ror you might be apt to conceive at the.oaths
wherewith he perpetually tags both ends of every
propofition ; although, at the fame time, I think, he
cannot with any juftice be taxed with perjury, when
he invokes God and Chrift; becaufe he hath often
fairly given public notice to the world, that he be-
lieves in neither,

Some people may think, that fuch an accom-
plithment as this can be of no great ufe to the
owner, or his party, after it hath been often prac-
tifed and is become notorious; but they are widely
miftaken. Few /ies carry the inventor’s mark, and
the moft proftitute enemy to truth may fpread a
thoufand without being known for the author :
Befides, as the vileft writer hath his readers, fo the
greateft /iar hath his believers ; and it often hap-
pens, that if a /ie be believed only for an hour, it
hath done its work, and there is no farther occa-

.dion for it.  Falfehosd flies, and Truth comes limp-

ing after it; fo that when men come to be unde-
ceived, it is too late ; the jeft is over, and the tale
has had its effect: Like a man, who has thought of
a good repartee, when the difcourfe is changed, or
the company parted ; or like a phyfician, who hath
found out an infallible medicine, after the paticnt
is dead. -

Confidering that natural difpofition in many men
t0 /ie, and in multitudes to believe, Ihave been per-
plexed what to do with that maxim fo frequent in
every body’s mouth, That truth will at laft prevail.

Here
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Here hath this ifland of ours, for the greateft part
of twenty years, lain under the influence of {uch
counfels and perfons, whofe principle and intereft
it was to corrupt our manners, blind our under-
{tanding, drain our wealth, and in time deftroy
our conftitution both in church and ftate; and we
at laft were brought to the very brink of ruin;
yet, by the means of perpetual reprefentations,
have never been able to diftinguith between our e-
nemies and friends. 'We have feen a great part of
the nation’s money got into the hands of thofe,
who, by their birth, education, and merit, could
pretend no higher than to wear out liveries ; while
others, who, by their credit, quality, and fortune,
were only able to give reputation and fuccefs
to the revolution, were not only laid afide
as dangerous and ufelefs, but loaded with the fcan-
dal of Jacobites, men of arbitrary principles, and
penfioners to France ; while truth,who is faid to /e
in a well, {eemed now to be buried there under a
heap of ftones. But I remember, it was an ufual
cemplaint among the #higs, that the bulk of the
landed men was not in their interefts, which fome
of the wifeft looked on as an ill omen ; and we faw
it was with the utmofit difficulty, that they could
preferve 2 majority, while the court and miniftry
were on their fide, till they had learned thofe ad-
mirable expedients for deciding eleGions, and in-
fluencing diftant boroughs by powerful motives from
the city. But all this was mere force and con-
firaint, however upheld by moft dexerous artifice
and mangement, until the people began to appre-
hend their properties, their relizion, and the mo-
narchy itfelf in danger ; then we faw them greedily
laying hold on the firft occafion to interpofe, But
of this mighty change in the difpofitions of the
people I fhall difcourfe more at large in fome fol-
lowing paper ; wherein I fhall endeavour to unde-

ceive
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ceive or difcover thofe deluded or deluding perfons,
who hope or pretend; itis only a fhort madnefs in
the vulgar, from which they may {foon recovery
whereas, I believe, it will appear to be very diffe-
rent in its caufes, its {ymptoms, and its confe-
quences ; and prove a great example to illuftrate
the maxim I lately mentioned, That truth (how-
ever, fometimes late) wilf at laft prevail,

Sl e o G R e SR TR

No1s. Thur{day, November 16. 1710,

medicque ut hmite curras,
Tcare, ait, moneo : ne fi demiffior ibis,
Unda gravet pennas; (i celfiory ignis adurat,

T muft be avowed, that, for fome years paft,

there have been few things more wanted in Eng-
land than fuch a paper, as this ought to be, and
fuch as I will endeavour to make it, as long as it
fhall be found of any ufe, without entering into
the violences of either party. Confidering the ma-
ny grievous mifreprefentations of perfons and
things, it is highly requifite at this junéture, that

the people throughout the kingdom fhould, if pof-

fible, be fet right in their opinions by fome impar-
zial hand; which hath never been yet attempted ;
thofe who have hitherto undertaken it, being, up-
on every account, the leaft qualified of all human-
kind for fuch a work.

We live here under a limited monarchy, and
under the do&rine and difcipline of an excellent
church. We are unhappily divided into two par-
ties, both which pretend a mighty zeal for our reli-
sion and government, only they difagree about the

means.
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means, The evils we muft fence againft, are on
one fide fanaticifm and infidelity in religion, and a-
narchy, under the name of a commonwealth, in
government ; on the other fide, Popery, flavery,
and the pretender from France. Now, to inform
and diret us in our fentiments upon thefe weighty
points, here are on one fide two fiupid illiterate
fcribblers, both of them fanatics by profeflion, I
mean the Review and Obfervater; on the other fide,
we have an open Non-juror *; whofe character and
perfon, as well as learning and good {enfe, difco-
vered upon other fubjects, doindeed deferve refpect
and efteem ; but his Rebearfal, and the reft of his
political papers, are yet more pernicious than thofe
of the former two. If the generality of the people
know not how to talk or think, until they have read
their /effon in the papers of the week, what a mis-
fortune is it, that their duty fhould be conveyed
to them through fuch webicles as thoie? For, let
fome gentlemen think what they pleafe, I cannot
but fufpeét, that the two worthies I firft mentioned
have, in a degree, done mifchief among us; the
mock authoritative manner of the one, and the in-
{ipid mirth of the other, however infupportable te
reafonable ears, being of a level with great num-
bers among the loweft part of mankind. Neither
was the author of the Rehear/al, while he continu-
ed that paper, lefs infeftious to many perfons of
better figure, who perhaps were as well qualified,
and much lefs prejudiced, to judge for themf{elves.

It was this reafon that moved me to take the
matter out of thofe rough, as well as thofe dirty
hands; to let the remote and uninftruéted part of
the nation fee, that they have been mifled on both
fides by mad ridiculous extremes, at a wide diftance
on each fide from the truth; while the right path

# The Rev, Mr. Charles Lzflie,
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is fo broad and plain as to be eafily kept, if they

were once put into it.

Further, I had lately entered on a refolution to
take very little notice of other papers, unlefs it were
fuch, where the malice and falfehood had fo great
a mixture of wit and {pirit, as would make them
dangerous : which, in the prefent circle of ferib=
blers, from twelve-pence to a halfpenny, I could
eafily forefee would not very frequently occur. But
here again I am forced to difpenfe with my: refolu-
tion, although it be only to tell my reader, what
meafures I am like to take on fuch occafions for
the future. I was told that the paper called The
Obfervator was twice filled laft week with remarks
upon a late Examiner. ThefeI read with the firft
opportunity, and, to fpeak in the mews-writers
phrafe, they give me occafion for many [peculations.
I obferved with fingular pleafure the nature of
thofe tsngs which the owners of them ufually call
Anfwers, and with what dexterity this matchlefs au-
thor had fallen into the whole art and cant of them.
"To tranfcribe here and there three or four detach-
ed lines of leaft weight in a difcourfe, and by a
foolith comment miftake every {yllable of the mean-
ing, is what I have known many of a fuperior clafs
to this formidable adverfary, intite, 4n Anfwer.
This is what he hath exactly done in about thrice
as many words as my whole difcourfe; which is fo
mighty an advantage over me, that I fhall by no
means engage in {fo unequal a combat; but, as far
as I can judge of my own temper, entirely difmifs
him for the future ; heartily withing he had a match
exa@ly of his own fize to meddle with, who fhould
only have the odds of truth and honefty, which,
as I take it, would be an effectual way to filence
him for ever. Upon thisoccafion I cannot forbear
a thort ftory of a fanatic farmer, who lived in my
neighbourhood, and was fo great a difputant in reli-
gion, that the fervants in all the families thereabouts

reported,



No 1. - THE EXAMINER., 308

reported, how he had confuted the bifhop and all
his clergy. I had thena footman, who was fond of
reading the Bible ; and I borrowed a comment for
him, which he ftudied fo clofe, that in a month or
two I thought him a match for the farmer. They
difputed at feveral houfes with a ring of fervants
and other people always about them; where Ned
explained his texts {o full and clear to the capacity
of his audience, and fhewed the infignificancy of
his adverfary’s cant to the meaneft underftanding,
that ke got the whole country of his fide, and the
farmer was cured of his itch of difputation for e-
ver after.

The worft of it is, that this fort of outrageous
party-writers I have {poken of above, are like a
couple of make-bates, who inflame fmall quarrels
by a thoufand ftories, and by keeping friends at a
diftance, hinder them from coming to a good un-
derftanding ; as they certainly would, if they were
fuffered to meet and debate between themfelves.
For, let any one examine a reafonable honeft man
of either fide upon thofe opinions in religion and
government, which both parties daily buffet each
other about; he fliall hardly find one material
point in difference between them. I would be glad
to afk a queftion about two great men of the late
miniftry, how they came to be Whigs? and by
what figure of {peech half a dozen others, lately
put into great employments, can be called 7ories 2
I doubt whoever would {uit the definition to the
perfons, muft make it direftly contrary to what
we underftood it at the time of the revolution.

In order to remove thefe mifapprehenfions among
us, I believe, it will be neceflary, upon occafion,
to detedk the malice and falfchood of fome popular
maxims, which thofe idiots {catter from the prefs
twice a-week, and draw an hundred abfurd confe-
quences from them.

For example : I have heard it often objeted as

Vou. II. Q.q 2
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a great piece of infolence in the clergy and others
to fay or hint, that the church was in c/czngnr, when
it was voted otherwife in parliament fome years a-
g0 ; and the Queen herfelf, inher laft {peech, did
openly condemn all fuch infinnations. Notwith-
ftanding which, I did then, and do {till, believe
the church hath, fince that vote, been in very im-
minent danger; and I think I might then have
{aid {o without the leaft offence to her l\LULi‘r), or
either of the two houfes. The Queen’s words, as
near as I can remember, mentioned the church be-
ing in danger from her admintfiration ; and whoever
fays or thinks that, deferves, in my opinion, to be
lmnged for a traitor : but tlnt the church and ftate
may be both in danger under the beft princes that
ever reigned, and without the leaft guilt of theirs,
is fuch a truth as a man muft be a great ftranger
to hiftory and common fenfe to doubt. The wifefk
prince on earth may be forced by the neceflity of
his affairs, and the prefent power of an unruly
faction, or deceived by the craft of ill-defigning
men, One or two minifters, moft in his confi-
denee, may atfrﬁ have good intentions, but grow
comuptul by time, by avarice, by love, by ambi-
tion, and have fairer terms oﬁyrcd them to gmhry
their paflions or interefts from one fet of men than
another, until they are too far involved for a re-
treat; and {fo be forced to take feven [pirits more
wicked than themfelves. This is a very poflible cafey
and will not the lafl flate of fuch men be worfe than
the firft ? that is to fay, will not the public, which
was {afe at firft, grow in danger by fuch proceed-
més as thefe ? And thall a faithful fubjeét, who
forefees and trembles at the confequences, be call-
ed dijaffected, becaufe he delivers his opinion, al-
though the prince declares, as he juftly may, that
the danger is not owing to his adminiftration ? Or
thall the prince himfelf be blamed, when, in fuch a
juncture, he puts his affairs into other hands with
the
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3
the univer[al applaufe of his pesple ? As to the vote
againft thofe who fhould affirm the church was in
danger, I think it likewife referred to danger from
or under the Queen’s adminiftration, (for I neither
have it by me, nor can fuddenly have recourfe to
it) ; but if it were otherwife, I know not how it
can refer to any dangers, but what were paft, or
at that time prefent ; or how it could affeét the fu-
ture, unlefs the f{enators were all infpired, or at
leaft that majority which voted it. Neither do I
fee it is any crime, farther than ill manners, to dif-
fer in opinion from a majority of either or both
houfes; and f{uch ill manners, I muft confefs, I
have been often guilty of for {fome years paft, al-
though I hops 1 never thall again,

Another topic of great ufe to thefe weekly in-
flamers is the young pretender in France, to whom
their-whole party is in a high meafure indebted for
all their greatnefs; and whenever it liés in their
power, they may perhaps return their acknow-
{edgements, as, out of their zeal for frequent re-
valutions, they were ready to do to his fuppofed fa-
ther; which is a piece of fecret biftory, that T hope
will one day fee the light; and 1 am fure it fhall,
if ever I am mafter of it, without regarding whofe

ears may tingle. But at p1ei nt the word pretender

is a term of art in #keir profeflion. A fecretary of
ftate cannot defire leave to refign, but the pretender
is at bottom ; the Gueen cannot diffolve a parlia-
ment. but it is plot to dethrone herfelf and bring
in the pretender ; half a {core ftockjobbers are play-
ing the knave in Exchange-alley, and there goes
the pretender with a /p- nge. One would be apt
to think, they bawl out the pretender {o often to
take off the terror; -or tell fo many lies 2about him

to {lacken our caution ; that when he is really co-
wing, by their cmvnr'ance. we may not believe them ;
as the boy ferved the thepherds about the coming o f
the w’f' or perhaps they fcare us with the pre-
g2 tender,

.4
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tender, becaufe they think we may be like fome
difeafes, that come witha fright. Do they not be-
lieve that the Queen’s prefent miniftrylove her Ma-
Jelty, at leaft as well as fome others loved thechurch?
And why is it not as great a mark of difaffestion
now, to {ay the Queen is in danger, as it was fome
months ago to affirm the {fame of the church? Sup-
pofe it be a falfe opinion, that the Queen’s right is
hereditary and indefeafible 3 yet how is it pofiible,
that thofe who hold and believe fuch a doétrine,
can be in the pretenders intereft ¢ His title is weak-
ened by every argument that firengthens hers : it
is as plain as the words of an act of parliament can
make it, that her prefent Majefty is heir to the fur-
vivor of the late King and Queen her fifter : is not
that an Jbereditary right # What need we explain it
any further? I have known an article of faith ex-
pounded in much loofer and more general terms,
and that by an author whofe opinions are very
much followed by a certain party *. Suppofe we
go further, and examine the word indefeafible, withy
which fome writers of late have made themfelves
fo merry : I confefs, it is hard to conceive how
any law which the {fupreme power makes, may not
by the fame power be repealed ; fo that I fhall not
determine, whether the Queen’s right be indefeafi-
ble, or no, But this I will maintain, that whoever
affirms it {o, is not guilty of a crime; for in that
fettlement of the crown after the refolution, where
her prefent Majefty is in remainder, there are (as
near as I can remember) thefe remarkable words,
2o which we bind ourfelves and our pofterity for ever,
Lawyers may explain this, or call them words of
form as they pleafe; and reafoners may argue, that
fuch an gbligation is againft the very nature of go-
vernment ; but a plain reader, who takes the words
in their natural meaning, may be excufed in think-

L]

¥ Dr. Burnet, Bithop of Sarum,
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ing a right fo confirmed is indefzafible y and if there
be an abfurdity in fuch an opinion, he is not to an-
fwer for it.

P.S. When this paper was going to the prefs,
the printer brought me two more Obfervators,
wholly taken up in my Examiner upon lying,
which I was at the pains to read ; and they
are juft fuch an anfwer as the two others 1
have mentioned, This is all I have to fay on
that matter.

No 16. Thurfday, November 23. 1710,

Bui funt boni cives? qui belliy qui domi de patria bene
merentes, nifi qui patrie beneficia meminerunt 2

I Will employ this prefent paper upon a fubjedt,
which of late hath very much affeCted me,
which I have confidered with a good deal of appli-
cation, and made feveral inquiries about among
thofe perfons, who, I thought, were beft able to
inform me; and if I deliver my fentiments with
fome freedom, I hope it will be forgiven, while I
accompany it with that tendernefs which fo nice a
point requires.
I faid, ina former paper, [No. 13.], that one
{pecious objection to the late removals at court was
the fear of giving uneafinefs to a general who hath
been long fuccefsful abroad ; and accordingly the
common clamour of tongues and pens for fome
months paft hath run againft the bafenefs, the in-
conftancy, and ingratitude of the whole kingdom
to the Duke of Marlborough, in remurn of thf?c
mo
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moft eminent {ervices that ever were performed by
a fubjact to his country, not to be equalled in hi-
ftory: and then, to be fure, fome bitter firoke of
detradtion againft Alexander and Cefar, who ne-
ver did us the leaft injury. Befides, the people,
who read Plutarch, come upon us with parallels
drawn from the Greeks and Romans, who un-
gratefully dealt with I know not how many of their
moft deferving generals : while the profounder po-
liticians have feen pamphlets, where Tacitus and
Machiavel have been quoted to thew the danger of
too refplendent a merit. If a ftranger fhould hear
thefe furious outcries of ingratitude againft our ge-
neral, without knowing the particulars, he would
be apt to inquire, where was his tomb, or whether
he were allowed Chriftian burial / not doubting
but we had put him to fome ignominious death.
Or, hath he been tried for his life, and very nar-
rowly efcaped ; hath he been accufed of high crimes
and mifdemeanors ; hath the prince feized on his
eftate, and left him to ftarve ; hath he been hoot-
ed at, as he pafled the ftreets, by an ungrateful
rabble ; have neither honours, offices, nor grants
been conferred on him or his family; have not he
and they been barbaroudly ftript of them all ; have
not he and his forces been ill paid abroad; and
doth not the prince, by a fcanty limited commif-
fion, hinder him from purfuing his own methods
in the condut of the war; hath he no power at
all of difpofing of commiflions as he pleafeth; is
he not feverely ufed by the minifiry or parliament,
who yearly call him to a {tri¢t account; hath the
fenate ever thanked him for good fuccefs, and have
they not always publicly cenfured him for the leaft
mifcarriage ? Will the accufers of the nation
join ifflue upon any of thefe particulars, or tell
us in what point our damnable fin of ingratitude
lies? Why, it is plain and clear; for while he

s commanding abroad, the Queen diffolves her
parliament




N° 16. THE EXAMINER, 211

-

parliament, and changes her miniftry at home ; in
which univerfal calamity no lefs than fwo perfons al-
lied by marriage to the general have loft théir pla-
ces. Whence came this wonderful {fympathy be-
tween the civil and military powers ? Will the troops
in Flanders refufe to fight, unlefs they can have
their own Lord Keeper, their own Lord Prefident
of the council, their gwn Chief Governor of Ire-
land, and rheir own parliament? In a kingdom
where the people are free, how came they to be fo
fond of having their counfels under the influence
of their army, or thofe that lead it? who, in all
well-inftituted ftates, had no commerce with the
civil power, farther than to receive their orders,
and obey them without referve,

When a general is not fo popular, either in his
army or at home, as one might expe from a long
courfe of fuccefs, it may perhaps be afcribed to
his wifdim, or perhaps to his complexion. The
pofleflion of fome one guality, or a defet in Jome
other, will extremely damp the people’s favour, as
well as the love of the {oldiers, Befides, this is
not an age to produce favourites of the people,
while we live under a Queen, who ingrofleth all
our love and all our veneration; and where the
only way for a great general or minifter to acquire
any degree of fubordinate affection from the public,
muft be by all marks of the moft enzire Jubmiffion
and ‘refpect to her facred perfon and commands ;
otherwife no pretence of great fervices, either in
the field or the cabinet, will be able to {creen them
from univerfal hatred,

But the late miniftry was clofely joined to the ge~
neral by friendthip, intereft, alliance, inclination,
and opinion ; which cannot be affirmed of the pre-
fent : and the ingratitude of the nation lieth in the
people’s joining as one man to wifh that fuch a mini-
ftry thould be changed. Is it not at the fame time
notorious to the whole kingdom, that nothing but

a
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a tender regard to the general was able to preferve
that miniftry fo long, until neither God nor man
could fuffer their continuance? Yet, in the higheft
ferment of things, we heard few or no refletions
upon this great commander ; but all feemed una<
nimous in withing, he might ftill be at the head of
the confederate forces; only at the fame time, In
cafe he were refolved to refign; they chofe rather
to turn their thoughts fomewhere elfe than throw
up all in defpair. And this I cannot but add, in
defence of the people with regard to the perfon we
are fpeaking of, that in the high ftation he hath
been for many years paft; his real defects (as no+4
thing human is without them) have in a detracting
age been very fparingly mentioned either in libels
or converfation, and all his fucceffes very frecly and
univerfally applauded.

There is an adtive and a paffive ingratitude. Ap-
plying both to this occafion, we may fay, the firf¥
is when a prince or people returns good fervices
with cruelty or ill ufage; the other is, when good
fervices are not at all, or very meanly rewarded.
We have already fpoken of the former; let us
therefore, in the fecond place, examine, how the
{crvices of our general have been rewarded ; and
whether upon that article either prince or people
have been guilty of ingratitude ?

Thofe arc the moft valuable rewards which are
given to us from the certain knowledge of the do-
nor, that they fit our temper byt : 1 {hall therefore
fay nothing of the title of Duke, or the Gartery
which the Queen beftowed upon the general in the
beginning of her reign; but I thall come to more
- [fubjtantial inftances, and mention nothing, which
hath not been given in the face of the world. The
lands of Woodftock may, I believe, be reckoned
worth 40,000 1,; on the building of Blenheim caf-
tle; 200,000 1, have been already expended, al=

though
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though it be not yet near finithed; the grant of
5000 1. per annum on the poft-office is richly worth
100,000 l.; his principality in Germany may be
'co:nputed at 30,000 L. ; piftures, jewels, and other
gifts from fmelgn princes, 60,000 l.; the grant at
the Pall-mall, the rangerfhlp, &c: for want of
more certain Lnowlcdse may be called 10,000 1. 3
his own and his Dutchefs’s employments at five
years value, reckoning only the known and avow-
ed falaries, are very low rated at 100,000 1. Here
is 2 good deal above half a million of money ; and,
I dare {ay, thofe who are loudeft with the clamour
of ingratitude, will readily own, that all this is but
a trifle, in comparifon of what is untold.

The reafon of my ftating this account is only to
convince the world, that we are not quite {o un-
grateful either as the Greeks or the Romans; and
in order to adiuft this matter with all fairnefs, ¥
thall confine myfelf to the latter; who were much
the more generous of the two. A vitorious ge-
neral of Rome; in the height of that empire, ha-
ving entirely [ublurd bis enem es, was rewarded with.
the larger triumph, and perhaps a ftatue in the Fo-=
rum, a bull for a facrifice, an embroidered gar-
ment to appear in, a crown of laurel, a monumen=
tal trophy with infcriptions, {fometimes five hun-
dred or a thoufand copper-coins were ftruck on
occafion of the vittory, which; doing honour to
the general, we will place to his account ; and laft-
ly, fometimes, '11thuuuh not very fr equently, a
triumphal arch. Thcfl are all the rewards that X
can call to mind, which a vi¢torious general receiv-
ed after his return from the moft glorious expe-
dition; having conquered fome great kingdom,
blought the king himfielf, his family, and nobles,
to adorn the triumph in chains; and made the
kingdom either a Roman province, or at beft a
poor depending ftate in humble alliance to that em-
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pire Now, of all thefe rewards I find but two,
which were of real profit to the general, the /au-
rel crown, made and fent him at the charge of the
public, and the embroidered garment ; but I cannot
find, whether this laft was paid for by the {fenate
or the general ; however, we will take the more fa-
vourable opinion; and in all the reft admit the
whole expence, as if it were ready money in the
general’s pocket. Now, according to thefe com-
putations on both fides, we will draw up two fair
accounts; the one of Roman gratitude, and the o-
ther of Britifh ingratitude, and f{et them together
in balance.

X
b -

A biif
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A bill of Roman gratitude,

Imprim, L 5 d.
For frank-incenfe and earthen

pots to burn it in A. 10 -0
A bull for facrifice B L0t
An embroidered garment 565" o 9
A crown of laurel Q.+ o v
A ftatue JI00 GO
A trophy 80 o o
A thoufand copper medals, va-

lIue halfpence a piece - A e L
A trinmphal arch EOO Lo G
A triumphal car, valued as a

modern coach 196 ' o o

Cafual charges at the triumph [0 O ©

094 11 10

A bill of Britifb ingratitude,

Imprim., E.
‘Woodftock 40,000
Blenheim 200,000
Poft-office grant 100,000
Mildenheim 30,000
Pictures, jewels, &e, 60,000
Pall Mall grant, &c, 10,000
£mployments, 100,000

540,000

Rra This
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This is an account of the vifible profits on both
fides ; and if the Roman general had any private
perquifites, they may be eafily difcounted, and by
more probable. computations ; and differ yet more
upon the balance, if we confider, that all che gold
and filver for fafeguards and contributions, alfo all
valuable prizes taken in the war, were openly ex-
pofed in the triumph, and then lodged in the capi-
tol for the public fervice, T

So that, upon the whole, we are not yet quite fo
bad at wor/?, as the Romans were at bgff. And I
doubt, thofe who raife this hideous cry of ingra-
titude, may be mightily miftaken in the confequence
they propofe from fuch complaints. I remember
a {aying of Sencca, Multos ingratos invenimus, plu-
res facimus ; We find many ungrateful perfons in
the world, but we make more, by fetting too high
a rate upon our pretenfions, and undervaluing the
rewards we receive. When unreafonable bills are
brought in, they ought to be taxed, or cut off in
the middle, Where there have been long accounts
between two perfgns, I have known one of them
perpetually making large demands, and prefling for
Payments ; who, when the accounts were caft up
on both fides, was found to be debtor for {fome
hundred. I am thinking, if a proclamation were
iflucd out for every man to fend in his &iil of merits,
and the loweft price he fet them at, what a pretty
fum it would amount to, and how many fuch
iflands as this muft be fold to pay them. I form
my judgement from the praédtice of thofe who fome-
times happen to pay themfelves, and, I dave affirm,
would not be fo unjuft as to take a farthing more,
than they think is due to their deferts. I will in-
ftance only in one article: A lady * of my ac-
quaintance appropriated twenty-fix pounds a-year
out of her allowance for certain ufes, which her

# Suppofed to be her late Majefty, Q. Anne,
womarn
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woman received 4, and was to pay to the lady or
her order, as it was called for. But after cight
years it appeared upon the {iricteft calculation, that
the woman had paid but four pounds a year, and
funk two and twenty for her own pocket. It is
but fuppofing, inftead of twenty-fix pounds, twen-
ty-fix thoufand ; and by that you may judge, what
the pretenfions of modern merit are, where it hap-
pens to be its own paymafter,

o Weent Ve S SL B N 2L Ve Ve

No xj. Thurfday, November 30. 1710.

Quas res luxuries in flagitiis, avaritia in rapinis, [u-
perbia in contumeliis efficere potuiffet ; eas omnes
Jfefey hoc uno pratore per triennium, pertuliffe aie-
bant.

WHen I firft undertook this paper, I was refol-
ved to concern myfelf only with #hrgs, and
not with perfons. Whether I have kept or broken

+ The matter was this. At the Queen’s acceffion to the govern-
ment. fhe ufed to Jament to me, that the crown being impoverifed
by former grants, fhe wanted the power her predeceflers had enjoy-
ed to reward faithful fervants ; and fhe defired me to take out of the
privy puife 2000 1. 2 year, in order to purchafe for my advantage.
As her Majefty was fo good to provide for my children, and as the
offices I enjoyed by her favour brought me in more than I wanted,
I conftantly declined it, till the time fhe was pleafed to difmifs me
from her fervice, Then indeed, I fent the queen one of her own
Tetters, in which fhe had prefled me to take the 2000 1. a year ; and
I wrote at the fame time to afk her Majefty, whether fhe would al-
low me to charge in the privy-purie accounts, which I was to fend
her, that yearly fum from the time of the offer, amounting to 13,000 I,
Her Majefty was pleafed to anfwer, I might charge it, This there-
fore 1did,  Account of the condué? of the dowager Duckefs of Marlboe

rough, p. 204, 295.
this
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this refolution, I cannot recollet; and I will not
be at the pains to examine, but leave the matter to
thofe little antagonifts, who may want a topic for
criricifim. Thus much I have difcovered, that it
is in writing as in building ; where, after all our
fchemes and calculations, we are mightily deceived
in our accounts, and often forced to make ufe of
any materials we can find, that the work may be
kept a-going. Befides, to fpeak my opinion, the
things 1 have occafion to mention are fo clofely
linked to perfons, that nothing but zime (the father
of oblivion) can feparate them. Let me put a pa-
rallel cafe: fuppofe I fhould complain, that laft
week my coach was within an inch of overturning
in a fmooth even way, and drawn by very gentle
horfes ; to be fure all my friends would immediate-
ly lay the fault upon John, becaufe he knew he
then prefid:d in my coach-box. Again, fuppofe I
thould difcover fome uneafinefs to find myfelf, I
knew not how. over head and ears in debt, altho’
I were {ure my tenants paid their rents very well,
and that I never fpent half my income ; they would
certainly advife me to turn off Mr. Oldfox * my
receiver, and  take another. If, as a juftice of
peace, I thould tell a friend, that my warrants and
mittimufes were never drawn up as I would have
them ; that I had the misfortune to fend an honeft
man to gaol and difmifs a knave ; he would bid me
no longer truft Charles and Harry 4, my two
clerks, whom he knew to be ignorant, wilful, af-
fuming, and ill-inclined fellows If I fhould add,
that my tenants made me very uneafy with their
fquabbles and broils among themfelves; he would
counfel me to cathier Will Bigamy 1, the fenefchal

* T.ord Godolphin,

+ Earl of Sunderland, and Henry Boyle, Efg; were at this tims
Secretaries of ftate,

1 Lord Chancellor Cowper,

of
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of my manor. And laftly, if my neighbour and I
happened to have a mifunderftanding about the de-
livery of a meffage, what could I do lefs than {ftrip
and difcard the blundering or malicious rafcal who
carried it ?

It is the fame thing in the condué of public af-
fairs, where they have been managed with rafhnefs
or wilfulnefs, corruption, ignorance, or injuftice.
Barely to relate the falts, at leaft while they are
frefth in memory, will as much refleét upon the
perfons concerned, as if we had told their names at
length.

I have therefore fince thought of another expe-
dient, frequently practifed with great fafety and
fuccefs by fatirical writers; which is that of look-
ing into hiftory for fome charadter bearing a refem-
blance to the perfon we would defcribe : and with
the abfolute power of altering, adding, or fuppre{-
ing what circumftances we pleafe, 1 conceive we
muft have very bad luck, or very little {kill. to fail.
However, fome days ago in a coffechoufe looking
into one of the politic weekly papers, I found the
writer had fallen into this {cheme; and I happened
to light on that part, where he was defcribing a
perfon, who from {fmall beginnings grew (as I re-
member) to be conftable of France, and had a very
baughty imperious wife. 1 took the author for a
friend to our faftion (for fo, with great propriety
of fpeech, they call the Queen and miniftry, almoft
the whole clergy, and nine “parts in ten of the
kingdom); and I faid to a gentleman near me,
that although I knew well enough what perfons the
author meant, yet there were f{everal particulars in
the hufband’s charaéter, which I could not recon-
cile ; for that of the Lady, it was juft and adequate
enough. But it feems I miftook the whole mat-
ter, and applied all I had read to a couple of per-
fons, who were not at that time in the writer’s
thoughts.

Now,
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Now, to avoid fuch a misfortune as this, I have
been for fome time confulting Livy and Tacitus to
find out the charaéter of a princeps [enatus, a pre-
tor urbanus, a‘quaflor @rarius, a Cwﬁxr'i ab epiftolis,
and a proconful : But among the worft of them I
cannot difcover one; from whom to draw a paral-
lel without doirg injury to a Roman memory : So
that I am compelled to have recourfe to Tully.
But this Author, relating faéts only as an orator;,
I thought it would be beft to obferve his rethod,
and make an extra& from fuch harangues of his a-
gainft Verres, only ftill preferving the form of an
oration. I remember a younger brother of mine,
who deceafed about two months ago, prefented the
world with a {peech of Alcibiades againft an Athe-
nian brewer. Now, I am told for certain, thatin
thofe days there was no ale in Athens; therefore
that {peech, or at leaft a great part of it, muft
needs be fpurious. The difference between my bro-
ther and me is this; he makes Alcibiades fay a
great deal more than he really did, and I make
Cicero fay a great deal lefs. This Verres * had
been the Roman goverdor of Sicily for three years ;
and, on his return from his government, the Sici-
lians intreated Cicero to impeach himin the fenate 3
which he accordingly did in feveral orations, from
whence I have faithfully tranflated and abfiracted
that which follows.

¢ My Lomrbs,
¢ A pernicious opinion hath for fome time pre-
vailed, not only at Rome, but among our neigh-
bouring nations, that a man who hath money
enough, although he be ever fo guilty, cannot
be condemned in this place. But, however in-
duftrioufly this opinion be {pread to caft an o-
dium on the fenate; we have brought before

* Earl of Wha:ton Lord Lieutenant of Ircland.

“ your
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your Lordfhips Caius Verres, a perfon for his
life and actions already condemned by all men:
But, as he hopes, and gives out by the influcnee
of hr% wealth to be here abfolved ; in condemn-
ing this man you have an on')o;tumt\ of bely-
ing tlmt m.ncml {candal, of 1 hdcf‘mn.g the credir
loft by former judgments, and recovering the love
of the Roman p: eople, as well as of onr neigh-
bours. I have b“O'L]”ht here a man before you,
my Lords, who is a robbu of the public treafure,
an overturner of law and juftice, and the 11—
grace as well as deftruction of the Sicilian pro-
vince ; of whom, if you fhall determine with
equity and due ieveutv your authority will re-
main entire, and upon fuch an eftablifhment as
it ought to be: But if his great riches will be
able to force their way through that religious re-
verence and truth, which become fo awful an
aflembly ; I fhall however obtain thus much,
that the dz,fc& will be laid where it ought ; and
that it {hall not be objuhd, that the criminal
was not produced, or that there v.-.«.nt-:d an
orator to accufe him. This man, my Lords,
hath publicly {aid, that thofe ought not to be a-
fraid of afcu{_mom, who have only robbed e-
nough for their own fupport and maintenance ;
but that he hath plundered fufficient to bribe
numbers ; and that nothing is fo high or {o
holy, which money cannot corrupt. Take that
fuppmt from hing, and he can have mno other
left': for what eloquence will be able to defend
a man, whofe life hath been tainted with fo
many {candalous vices, and who bath been o
long condemned by the univerfal opinipn of the
world ¢ To pafs over the foul ftains and 1gNG=
miny of his }outh, his corrupt management in
all cmplow;‘.n:s he hath Lo;m, his tpeachery
and i lllLLl‘”OD, Jl‘b injuftice and oppreflion ; he
hath left of late fuch monuments of his vil-

VoL.1I, & ' ¢ lanies
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€¢ lanies ir Sluly made fuch havock and confufion
¢ there, during his gov érnment, that the province
¢ cannot by any means be reftored to its former
¢ ftate, and har -dly recover itfelf at all under many
¢ years, and by a long {ucceflion of good gover-
““ nors, While this man gover ned in that ;ﬂ.md
¢¢ the Sicilians had neither the benefit of our laws
¢ nor their own, nor even of common right. In

¢ Sicily no man now poficfles more, than what the

‘¢ governor’s luft and avarice have ()\Lr]fm\ad or
€ what he'was forced to negle&t out of mere

“ wearinefs and fatiety of r*-ﬂplchmn Every
“ thing, where he prefided, was determined
FR Y his ar bitray will ; and the beft fubjets he
¢ treated as enemies. 'l 0 recount his abominable
debaucheries w cu‘d offend any modeft ear, {fince
¢ {o many could not 1‘1ucr\'c their daughters and
¢ wives from his luft. I believe there is no man,
¢¢ who ever heard his name, that cannot relate 1‘15
¢ enormities. We bring before you in m(‘rrme nt,
‘“ my Lords, a public 1oobel, an adulterer, a
€ DEFILER OF ALTARS ¥, an enemy of relig um
¢ and of all that is facred. In Sicily he fold a

i emplovments of judicature, magifiracy, m.r!truﬁ,
“¢ places in the councll, and the priefthood itlelf,

¢ the higheft bidder ; and h.uh plun dercd that
¢ ifland of forty millions of fefterces. And here

¢ T cannot but obferve to your Lordthips, inw hat
“ manner Verres pafied he a‘-ﬂ\;: the morning was
‘¢ {pent in t J:'*m bribes and TJ ing employments 3
¢ the reft of it in drunkennefs and Inft. ‘His dif-

courfe at table was {cans .Jou,., unbecomt

4 2 o ot e At O R
¢ dignity of his ftation ; noife, brutality, and ob-
“¢ {cenenefs. ne rartlmﬂ"r I cannot ﬁ‘r?t: that,

¢ the

ic

% in the high charater of governor of Sicily, up-

* The ftory of the Lord Wharton 1s true, who, with {ome o=
ther wretches, went into a pulpit, and defiled it in the moft filthy

Blanner,

T
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on a folemn day, a day fet apart for public
prayer for the fafety of the commonwealth, he
ftdle at evening in a chair to a married woman
of infamous charalter, againit all decency and
prudenc €, asw ell as .qumt all laws both human
and divine. Did# thou think, O Verres ! the
government of Sicily was given thee with fo] large
a commiffion, only, by the power of that, to
‘ break all the bars of law, modefty, and duty ;
to {fuppofe all mens fortunes thine, and leave no
houfe free from thy 1"1pr1«, and luft ! &e.

This extra&, to deal ingenuoufly, hath coft me
more paihs, than I think it is worth ; having only
ferved to convince me, that modorn corruptions
are not to be p"mhr -led by antient examples, with-
out ha\m(T recourfe to poetry or fable. For in-
{tance I never read in ftory of a law enadted to take
iway the force of all laws whatfoever; by which a
man may lafely commit, upon the laft of June,
what he would infallibly be lmnu(:u for if he com-
mitted on the firft of ]qu by which the greateft
criminals may efcape, 1)10»1cu,d 1.11(3) continue long
enough in power to antiquate their crimes, and by
ftifling them a while can deceive the legiflature into
an amnefty, of which the enalters do not at that
time forefec the confequence. A cautious mer-
chant will be apt to fufpedt, when he finds a man
who has the repute of a cunning dealer, and with
whom he hath old accounts, urging for a general
releafe. When I refle& on this plogeedmg, am
not furprifed that thofe whq,contrived a parlia-
mentary fponge for their crimes, are now afraid of
a new revolution Jponge for their money 5 and if ic
were poflible to contrive a fponge that could only
affet thofe who had need of the qther, perhaps it
would not be ill employed.
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No 18. Thurfday, December 9. 1710.

Quippe ubi fas verfum atque nefas; tot bella per
orbem 3 Tam multez fculerum facigs———r—=

AM often violently tempted to let the world
freely know, who the author of this paperis;
to tell them my name and titles at length ; which.
would prevent abundance of inconfiftent criticifms
I daily hear upon it. Thofe who are enemies to
the notions and opinions I would advance, are
fometimes apt to quarrel with the Examiner as de-
fective in point of wit, and fometimes of truth, At
other times they are fo generous and candid as to
allow, it is written by a club, and that very great
bands have fingers in it. As for thofe who only
appear its adverfaries in print, they give me but
very little pain. The paperl hold, lies at my mercy,
and I can govern it as I pleafe ; therefore, when I
begin to find the wit too bright, the learning too
deep, and the fatire too keen for me to deal with,
(a very frequent cafe, no doubt, where a man is
conftantly attacked by fuch {hrewd adverfaries), 1
peaceably fold it up, or fling it afide, and read no
more. It would be happy for me to have the fame
power over people’s tongues, and not be forced to
hear my own work railed at, and commended,
fifey times a day ; affecting all the while a counte-
nance wholly unconcerned, and joining out of po-
licy or good manners with the judgment of both
parties; this, I confefs, is too greata hardthip for
fo bafhful and unexperienced a writer.
But, alas, I lie under another difcouragement of
much more weight. I was very unfortunate in the
choice
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choice of my party, when I fet up to be a writer.
‘Where is the merit, or what opportunity to difco-
ver our wit, our courage, or our learning, in
drawing our pens for the defence of a caufe, which
the Queen and both houfes of parliament, and nine
parts in ten of the kingdom, have {o unanimoully
embraced? I am cruelly afraid, we politic authors
muft begin to leflen our expenfes, and be for the
future at the mercy of our printers. All hopes
are now gone of writing ourfelves into places or
penfions. A certain ftarvling author, who worked
under the late adminiftration, told me with a heavy
heart above a month ago, thathe, and {fome others
of his brethren, had fecretly offered their fervice
dog-cheap, to the prefent miniftry, but were all
refufed : and are now maintained by contribution,
like Facobites or fanatics. 1 have been of late em-
ployed out of perfe&t commiferation, in doing
them good offices: For, whereas {fome were of
opinion, that thofe hungry zealots {hould not be
fuffered any longer in their malapert way to inarl
at the prefent courfe of public proceedings; and
whereas others propofed, that they thould be li-
mited to a certain number, and permitted to write
for their maflers, in the fame manner as counfel
are afligned for other criminal, thatis, to fay all
they can in defence of their client, but not refleét
upon the court : I humbly gave my advice, that
they fhould be fuffered to write on, as they ufed to
do ; which I did purely out of regard to their per-
fons ;  for I hoped it would keep them out of
harm’s way, and prevent them from falling info
evil courfes; which, although of little confequence,
to the public, would certainly be fatal to them-
felves. If T have room at the bottom of this paper,
I will tranfcribe a petition to the prefent minifiry,
{fent me by one of thefe authors in behalf of him-
felf and fourfcore of his brethren.
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For my otvn part, notwithftanding the little en-
couragement to be hoped for at this time from the
men in power, I fhall continue my paper, till ei-
ther the world of myfelf grow weary of it; the lat-
ter is eafily determined; and for the former, I
fhall not leave it to the partality of either party,
but to the infallible judgment of my printer. One
principal end I defigned by it, was to undeceive
thofe well-meaning people, who have been drawn
unawares into a wrong fenfe of things, cither by
the common prejudices of education n company;
the great perfonal qualities of foine party-leaders,
or the foul mifreprefentations that were conftantly
made of all who durft differ from them in the
fmalleft article. I have known fuch men ftruck
with the thoughts of fome late changes, which, as
they pretend to think, were made without any rea-
fon vifible to the world, In anfwer to this, it is
not fufficient to alledge, what no bobody doubts;
that a good and wife prince may be allowed to
change his minifters without giving a reafon to his
fubjeéts ; becaufe it is probable, that he will not
make fuch a change without very important rea-
fons ; and a good fubjet ought to fuppofe, that
in fuch a cafe there are fuch reafons, although he
be not apprifed of them ; otherwife he muit in-
wardly tax his prince of capricioufnefs, inconftan-
cy, or ill defign. Such reafons indeed may not
be obvious to perfons prejudiced, or ata great di-
ftance, or fhort thinkers; and therefore, if they
be no fecrets of ftate, nor any ill confequences to
be apprehended from their publication, it is no
uncommendable work in any private hand to lay
them open for the fatisfadtion of all men. And,
if what I have already faid, or fhall hereafter fay,
of this kind, be thought to refle¢t. upon per/fons,
although none have been named, Iknow not how
it can poffibly be avoided. The Queen in her
{pecch mentions with great concern, that ¢ the

€ navy
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#¢ navy and other offices are burthened with heavy

¢ debts ; and defires, that the like may be pre-
¢ vented for the time to come.” And, if it be

w poflible to prevent the continuance of an evil,
th:u hath been fo io ng growing upon us, and is
arrived to fuch a height’; fm:i- thofe corruptions
and nwunm“vewenn muft have been great, which
firft introduced them n, before our taxes were eaten
up by annuities.

If I were able to rip up and difcover, in all their
colours, only about eight or nine thoufand of the
moft feandalous abufes that have been comnzittt‘d
in all parts of public management for twenty years
paft by a certain fet of men 2 and their 11.;1-umcnts,
I thould reckon it fome fervice to my country and
pofterity. But to fay the truth, I fhould be olad
the authors names were conveyed to future times
along with their adtions. For although the pre-
fent age may underftand well enough the little
hints we give, the parallels we draw, and the
charafters we defcribe ; yet all this will be
loft to the next, However, if thefe papers, re-
duced into a more durable form, thould happen to
live till our grandchildren be men, I hope they
may have cmloﬁtv enough to confult annals and
compare dates, in order to find out, what names
were then intrufted with thé conduét of affairs, in
the confequences whereof themfelves will fo dgem}
thare ; like a heavy debt in a private family, which
often 11 an incumberance upon an eftate 101 three
generations.

But leaving the care of i informing pofterity to
better pens, I ﬂmll with due regard to truth, dif-
cretion, and the fafety of my pcaloﬂ from the men
of the new-fangled moder ation, continue to take all
proper opportunities of letting the mifled part of
the people {ee, how grofsly they have been abufed,
and in what particulars, I (hall alfo endeavour to
¢onvince them, that the prefent courfe we arein is

the
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the moft probable means, with the blefling of God,
to extricate ourfelves out of all our dunculties.
Among thofe who are pleafed to write or talk a-
gainft this paper, I have obferved a {trange man-
ner of reafoning wh}ch I thould be gl“d to hear
them explain tl hemfelves upon They make no ce-
remony of exclaimin g upon all occafions againft a
change of miniftry in 2 o critical and d"]’lf_)r,i()us a
Cunﬁ.Jduu. What thall we, who heartily approve
and join in thofe proceedings, fay in defence of
ﬂLm? We own the jt , incture of affairs to be as they
defcribe ;3 we are pm ed for an anfwer ; and are
forced at laft freely to confefs, that the corruption
and abufes in every branch of the adminiftration,
were fo numerous and intolerable, that all things
muit have ended in ruin without fome {peedy refor-
mation. This I have already aflerted in a former
paper ; an d the replics I have read, or heard, have
been in plain terms to affirm the dire& contrary ;
and not only to defend and celebrate the late per-
{fons and p-\)cuumm but to threaten me with law
and ven jfu-m for cafting refletions on fo many
great and honourable men, whofe ¢ birth; virtue,
 and abilities, whofe morals and religion, whofe
¢ Jove of their country, and its conftitution in
¢« church and ftate,” were fo univerfally allowed ;
and all this fet off with odions comparifons, rcﬂ:_c’t-
ing on the prefent choice: is not this in phm and
d;re& terms to tell all the world, that the Queen
hath, in a moft dangerous crifis, turm\i out a whole
{et of the beft minifters that ever ferved a prince,
without any manner of reafon, but her royal plea-
fure, and b"(mght in others of a charadter direltly
contrary? And how fo vile an opinion as this can

confift with the leaft pretence to loyalty or good

B
manmners, let the wor Ed determine,

I confefs myfelf {o little a refiner in politics, as
not to be able to difcover what other motive, be-
fides obedience to the Queen, a fenfe of public dan-

ger,
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ger, and a true love of their country, joined with
invincible courage, could fpirit up thole great men
who have now, under her Majefty’s authority un-
dertaken the direction of affairs. What can they
expeét, but the utmoft efforts of malice, from a fet
of enraged domeftic adverfaries, perpetually watch-
ing over their condud, crofling all their defigns,
and ufing every art to foment divifions among them,
in order to join with the weakeft, upon any rup-
ture ? The difficulties they muft encounter are nine
times more and greater than ever; and the prof-
pets of intereft, after the reapings and gleanings of
10 many years, nine times lefs, Every misfortune
at home or abroad, although the neceflary confe-
quence of former counfels, will be imputed to
them ; and all the good fuccefs given to the merit
of former fchemes. A fharper hath held your
cards all the evening, played booty, and loft your
money ; and, when things are almoft defperate,
you employ an honeft gentleman to retrieve your
lofles.

I would afk, whether the Queen’s {peech doth
not contain her intentions in every particular relat-
ing to the public, that a good fubject, a Briton, and
a Proteftant can poflibly have at heart? “'To carry
¢ on the war in all its parts, particularly in Spain,
¢ with the utmoft vigour, in order to procure 2
¢ fafe and honourable peace for us and our allies;
¢ to find fome ways of paying the debts of the na-
“ vy; to fupport and encourage the church of
¢ England ; to preferve the Britith conftitution ac-
¢ cording to the union; to maintain the indul-
¢« gence by law allowed to fcrupulous confciences 3
¢ and to employ none but fuch as are for the Pro-
s teftant fucceflion in the houfe of Hanover.” It
is known enough, that {peeches on thefe occafions
are ever digefted by the advice of thofe who are in
the chief confidence; and confequently, that thefe
are the fentiments of her Majefty’s minifters, as

Vor. II.- it well
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well as her own ; and we fee the two houfes have
unanimouily a megd with her in every article.
‘When the leaft counterpaces are made to any of
thefe refolutions, it will then be time enough for
our malecontents to bawl out, ¢ Popery, perfecu-
‘“ tion, arbitrary power, and the pretender.” In
the medn while, it 1s a little hard to think, that this
{land can hold but fix men of honefty and ability
enough to ferve their prince and country ; or that
our fafety thould depend upon their credit, any
more than it would upon the breath in their nof-
trils. 'Why fhould not a revolution in the miniftry
be fometimes neceflary, as well as a revolution in the
crown ? It is to be prefumed, the former is at leaft
as lawful in itfelf, and perhaps the experiment not
quite fo dangerous. The revalution of the fun a-
bout the earth was formerly thought a neceffary ex-
pedient to folve appearances, although it left many
difficulties unanfwered ; until philofophers contriv-
ed a better, which is that of the carth's revelution
about the fzuz. This is found upon experience to
fave much time and labour, to correét many irre-
gular motions, and is better {uited to the 1‘(.ﬁ)e€t
due from a p/anet to a fixed flar.
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No 19. Thur{day December 14, 1710.

Sunt quibus in [atira videar nimis acer, et ultra
Legom tendere opus 5 fine nervis altera quicquid

Gompofui pars effe putat

HEN the printer came laft week for his copy,

he brought along with him a bundle of thofe
papers, which, in the phrafe of Whig coffechoufes,
have fwinged qf the Exammer, moft of which I
had



had never feen or heard of before. I remember
fome time ago in one of the Tatlers to haveread a
letter, wherein feveral reafons are afligned for the
prefent corruption and degeneracy of our tafte;
but I think the writer hath omitted the principal
one, which I take to be the prejudice of parties.
Neither can I excufe either fide of this infirmity: I
have heard the arranteft drivellers pro and con com-
mended for their threwdnefs, even by men of to-
lerable judgment; and the beft performances ex-
ploded as nonfenfe and ftupidity. This indeed may
partly be imputed to policy and prudence; but it
is chiefly owing to that blindnefs, which prejudice
and paflions cait over the underftanding : I mention
this becaufe I think it properly within my province
in quality of Examiner. And having granted
more than is ufual for an enemy to do, I muft now
take leave to fay, that fo weak a caufe, and fo ruin-
ed a falion, were never provided with pens more
refembling their condition, or lefs fuited to their

GLCa1ons,

Non tali auxilio, nec defenoribus ifiis,
Tempus eget

e

This is the more to be wondered at, when we
confider, they have the full liberty of the prefs;
that they have no other way left to recover them-
{tlves ; and that they want not men of excellent
parts to fet their arguments in the beft light they
will bear. Now, if two men would argue on both
fides with fairnefs, good fenfe, and good manners,
it would be no ill entertainment to the town, and
perhaps be the moft effetual means to reconcile us.
But I am apt to think, that men of great genius are
hardly brought to proftitute their pens in a very
odious caufe ; which befides 1s more properly un-
dertaken by noife and impudence, by grofs railing
and fcurrility, by calumny and lying, and by little

i ¢rifling
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trifiing cavils and carpings in the wrong place, which
thofe whifflers ufe for arguments and.: anfwers,

I was well enough pleafed with a ftory of one of
thefe anfierers, who in a paper laft week found
many faults with a late calculation of mine. Be-
ing, it feems, more deeply learned than his fellows,
he was refolved to begin his anfwer with a Latin,
verie, as well as other folks. His bufinefs was to
look out for fomething againft an Examiner, that
would pretend to 7ex accounts; and turning over
Virgil he had the luck to find thefc words,

-fugiant examina taxos :

So down:they went, and out they would have come,
if one of his unlucky prompters had not hindered
it,

I here declare, once for all, that if thefe peoplc
will not be quiet, I {hall take the-bread out of their
mouths, and aniwer the Examiner myfelf; which I
proteft I have never yet done, fllthouoh I have
been often charged with it ; nc1thcr have thofe
auf\"c;s been written or pubn{n\,d with my privity,
as malicious pecople are pleafed. to give out; nor
do I believe the common #% higgifb report, that the
authors are hired by the nnm*tfy to give my-paper
a value,

But-the friends;of this paper have given me more
uneafinefs with their impatience, tlmn its enemies by
their anfwers, I heard myfelf cenfured lafy, week
by fome.of. the former for promifing to difcover
the corruptions of- the late adminiftration, but ne-
ver performing any thing. Thelatter, on the other
fide, are tnhnuumc out their-anathemas againit me
for clfcuxu-n‘ fo many. I am at a lofs how to
decide between. thefe contraries; and fhall therefore
proceed after my own way, as I have hitherto done;
my defign being of more e importance, than that of
writing onh to gratify, the fpleen of one fide, or

pr ovoke
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provoke that of the other, although it may occa-~
fionally have both effedts,

I thall therefore go on to relate fome fadts, that,
in my humble opinion, were no hinderance to the
change of the miniftry.

The firft I thall mention, was that of introdu~
cing certain new phrafes into the court-ftyle, which
Liad been very feldom or never made ufe of in for-
mer times. They ufually run: in the following
terms. ¢ Madam, I'cannot ferve you while fuch
“ a one is in employment. I defire, humbly, to
“ refign my commiffion, if Mr, continues
“ fecretary of ftate. I cannot anfwer that the city
‘¢ will lend money, unlefs my L-—d be Prefi-
“ dent of the council. I muft beg leave to fur-
¢ render, except has the ftaff. I muft not
“ accept the feals, unlefs comes into the other
¢ office.” This hath been the language of late
years from. fubjeéts to their prince. Thus they
ftood upon terms, and muft have their own condi-
tions to ruin the nation. Nay, this dutiful manner
of capitulating had" {pread fo far, that every un-
derftrapper began atlength to perk up and afiume;
ke ¢ expected a regiment'; or his fon muft be a
““ major ; or his: brother a colle&tor ;" elfe he
threatened to ‘“vote according to his confcience.”

Anotlier of their glorious attempts was the claufe
intended’ in the bill *“ for the encouragement of
““learning,” by taking off the obligation-upon fel-
lows of' colleges-in both univerfities to' enter upon
holy orders : the defign of which, as‘I have heard
the undertakers. often confefs;, was to: remove the
care of educating youth out of the hands of the
clergy; who are apt to infufe into their pupils too
greataregard forthe churchand the monarchy. But
there was a farther {ecret in this claufe, which may
beft be difcovered by the firft projectors, or at leaft
the garblers of it : and thefe are known.to be Co-
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lins and Tindal, in conjunétion with a moft picus
lawyer, their difciple.

What fhall we fay to their prodigious fkill in a-
yithmetic, difcovered fo conftantly in their decifion
of cleGions ; where they were able to make out by
the rule of fulfe, that three were more than three
and twenty, and fifteen than fifty? Nay, it was a
maxim, which I never heard any of them difpute,
That in determining ele¢tions they were not to con-
fider where the right lay, but which of the candi-
dates was likelier to be true to the caufe. 'This they
ufed to illuftrate by a very apt and decent fimilitude
of gaming with a fharper ; if you cannot cheat as
well as he you are certainly undone.

Another caft of their politics was that of endea-
vouring to impeach an innocent lady *, for no rea-
fon imaginable, but her faithful and diligent fervice
10 the Queen, and the favour her Majefty bore to
her upon that account, when others had aéted con-
trary in fo fhameful 2 manner. What elfe was her
crime ? Had the ¢ treated her royal miftrefs with
« infolence or neglet? Had fhe enriched herfelf
* by a long pradtice of bribery, and obtaining ex-
¢ orbitant grants? Had fhe ingrofled her Majefty’s
“« favours, without admitting any accefs but through
“ her means? Had fhe heaped employments upon
¢ herfelf, her family, and dependents? Had the
¢ ap imperious haughty behavour ?” QOr, after all,
was it a perfe& blunder, and miftake of ‘¢ one per-
«¢ fon for another ?” Ihave heard of aman, wholay
all night on a rough pavement, and in the morn-
ing wondering what it could poflibly be that made
him reft fo ill, happening to fee a feather under
him, imputed the uneafinefs of his lodging to that,
1 remember likewife the ftory of a giant in Rabelais,
who ufed to feed upon wind-mills ; but was unfor-

# The Lady Mafham,
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tunately choaked with a {fmall lump of fre/b butter
before a warm oven.

And here I cannot but obferve, how very refined
fome people are in their generofity and gratitude.
"There is a certain great perfon (I fhall not fay of
what fex) who for many years paft was the conftant
mark and butt, againft which our prefent malecon-
tents ufed to difcharge their refentment; upon
whom they beftowed all the terms of fcurrility that
malice, envy, and indignation could invent ; whom
they publicly accufed of every vice that can poffefs
a human heart; pride, covetoufnefs, iagratitude,
oppreflion, treachery, diflimulation, violence, and
fury, all in the higheft extremes: but of late they
have changed their langnage on a fudden; that
perfon is now the moft faithful and juft that ever
ferved a prince; that perfon, originally differing
from them in principles as far as eaft from weft,
but united in pra&lice, and falling together, they are
now reconciled, and find twenty refemblances be-
tween each other, which they could never difcover
before. TZanti ¢ft, ut placeam tibi perire !

But to return: How could it be longer {uffered
in a free nation, that all avenues to preferment
thould be fhut up, except a very few; when one
or two ftood conftant ceniry, who docked all fa-
vours they handed down, or {pread a huge invifi-
ble net between the prince and fubjeét, through
which nothing of value could pafs? And here I
cannot but admire at one confequence from this
management, which is of an extraordinary nature.
Generally {peaking, princes, who have ill minifters,
are apt to fuffer in their reputation, as well as in
the love of the people : but it was not fo with the
Queen. When the fun is over-caft by thofe clouds
he exhales from the earth, we ftill acknowledge his
light and influence, and at laft find he can difpel,
and drive them down to the horizon. The wifeft
prince by the neceflity of affairs, the mifreprefen-
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tations of defigning men, or the innocent miftakes
even of a good predeceflor, may find himfelf en-
compafied by a crew of courtiers, whom time, op-
portunity, and fuccefs, have miferably corrupted :
and if he can fave himfelf and his people from ruin
under the wor/? adminiftration, what may not his
fubjeéts hope for, when with their univerfal ap-
planfe he changeth hands, and maketh ufe of the
beft 2

Another great obje@ion with me againft the late
party, was the cruel tyranny they put upon confei-
ence by a barbarous inquifition, refufing to admit the
leaft toleration or indulgence. "They impofed an
hundred feffs; but could never be prevailed on to
difpenfe with, or take ¢ff the fmalleft, or even to
admit of occafional conformity; but went on daily
(as their apoifile Tindal exprefieth it) ¢ narrowing
¢ their terms of communion,” pronouncing nine
parts in ten of the kingdom heretics, and thutting
them out of the pale of their church. Thefe very
men, who talk fo much of a comprehenfion in reli-
gion among us, how came they to allow fo little of
it in politics, which is their fule religion? You ihall
hear them pretending to bewail the animofities kept
up between the church of England and diflenters,
where the differences in opinion are fo few and in-
confiderable ; yet thefe very fons of mrderation were
pleafed to excommunicate every man who difagreed
with them in the {fmalleft article of their political
creed, or who refufed to receive any new article,
how difficult foever to digeft, which the leaders
impofed at pleafure to ferve their own intereft.

I will quit this fubje& for the prefent, when I
have told one ftory. ¢ There was a great king in
¢ Scythia, whofe dominions were bounded on the
¢« north by the poor mountainous territories of a
¢ petty lord, who paid homage as the king’s vafial,
¢ The Scythian prime minifter, being largely bribed,
“ indireétly obtained his mafter’s confent to fuffer

¢ this
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¢t this lord to build forts, and provide himf{elf with
arms, under pretence of preventing the inroads
& of the Tartars. This little depending {overeign,
¢ finding he was now in a condition to be trouble-
¢¢ fome, began to infift upon terms, and threaten-
¢ ed upon every occafion to unite with the Tartars:
¢ ypon which the prime minifter, who began to bz
¢ in pain about his fead, propofed a match betwixt
¢¢ his mafter, and the only daughter of this tribu-
¢ tary lord; which he had the good luck to bring
¢ to pafs ; and from that time valued himfelf as
¢ author of a moft glorious wunion, which indeed
¢¢ was grown of abfolute neceffity by his corrup-
¢ tion,” This paflage, cited literally from an old
hiftory of Sarmatia, I thought fit to {et down on
purpofe to.perplex little fmattering remarkers, and
put them upon the hunt for an application.

¢
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No. 20. Thurlday, December 21. 1710:

——pugnacem [cirent [apiente minoren.

I AM very miich at a lofs how to proceed upon
the {ubject intended in this paper, which a new
incident hath led me to engage in. The fubject 1
mean, is that of foldiers and the army ; but being
a matter wholly out of my trade, I {hall handle it
in as cautious 2 manner as I am able,

It is certain, that the art of war hath {fuffered
great changes almoft in every age and country of
the world ; however, there are {ome maxims relat-
ing to it, that will be eternal truths, and which e-
very reafonable man mutit allow.

In the early times of Greece and Rome, the
armies of thofe ftates were compofed of their

Ver. I, U u citizens
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citizens, who' took no pay, becaufe the quarrel
was their own'; and therefore the war was ufu-
ally decided in one campaign ; or, if it lafted
longer, yet' in winter the {oldiers returned to
their’ feveral callings, and were not diftinguithed
from the reft of the people. The Gothic govern-
ments in Europe, although they were of military
mftitution, yet obferved almoft the fame method.
I thall inftance only here in England : Thofe who
held lands in capite of the King, were obliged to
attend him in his wars with a certain number of
men, who all held lands from them at eafy rents
on that condition. 'Fhefe fought without pay ;
and, when the fervice was over, returned again to
their farms. Itisrecorded of William Ruafus, that
being abfent in Normandy, and' engaged in a war
with his brother, he ordered twenty thoufand men
to be raifed, and fent over from hence to fupply
his: army ; but having firuck up a peace betore
they were embarked, he gave them leave to dif-
band, upon cendition they would pay him ten thil-
lings a man,, which amounted to a. mighty fum in
thofe days.

Confider a kingdom as a great family, whereof
the prince is the father,. and it will appear plainly,
that mercenary troops are only fervants armed, €i-
ther to awe the children at home, or elfe to defend
from invaders the family, who are otherwife em-
ployed, and chufe to contribute out of their ftock
for paying their defenders, rather than leave their
affairs to be neglected in their abfence. The art of
making foldiery a trade, and keeping armies ia
pay, feems in Europe to have had two originals : the
firft was wfurpation ; when popular men deftroyed
the liberties of their country, and feized the power
into their own hands, which they were forced to
maintain by hiring guards to bridle the people.
Such were anciently the ¢yrants in moft of the fmall
ftates of Greece; and fuch were thofe in feveral

' parts
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parts of Italy about three or four centuries ago, as
Machiavel informs us. The other original of mer-
cenary armies feems to have rifen from larger
kingdoms, or commonwealths, which had fubdued
provinces at a diftance, and were forced to main-
tain troops upon them to prevent infurrections
from the natives. Of this fort were Macedon,
Carthage, and Rome of old; Venice and Holland
at this day, as well as moft kingdoms of Europe.
So that mercenary forces in a free ftate, whether
monarchy or cemmonwealth, fcem only neceflary ei-
ther for preferving their conquefts, (which in fuch
governments it is not prudent to extend too far),
or elfe for maintaing war at a diftance.

In this laft, which at prefent is our moft import-
ant cafe, there are certain maxims, that all wife go-
vernments have obferved.

The firft I fhall mention is, Thatno privaze man
fhould have a commiflion to be general for life, let
his merit and fervices be ever {o great, Or, if a
prince be unadvifedly brought to offer fuch a com-
miffion in one hand, let him (to fave time and
blood) deliver up his crown with the other. The
Romans, in the height and perfedtion of their go-
vernment, ufually fent out one of the new confuls
to be general againft their moft formidable enemy,
and recalled the old one; who often returned be-
fore the next eleftion, and, according as he had
merit, was fent to command in {ome other part;
which perhaps was continued to him for a fecond,
and fometimes a third year. But if Paulus Ami-
lius, or Scipio himfelf, had prefumed to move the
Jenate to continue their commiffions for life, they
would certainly have fallen a {acridce to the jealou-
fy of the people. Czfar indeed (between whom
and a certain general, fome of late, with much
difcretion, have made a parallel) had his command
in Gaul continued to him for five years; and was
afterwards made perpetual dictator, that is to fay,

u 2 ge neral
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gencral for life; which gave liim the power and the
will of utterly deftroying the ‘Roman liBerty, But
in his time the Romans were” very much degene-
rated, and great corruptions Had crept into “Their
morals and hlcxplme. 1101"6\'ﬂr, we lee there ftili
were fome remains of a noble fpirit among them ;
for when Czfar fent to be chofen conful, nocwith-
ftanding his ;‘bi‘encc, they decreed he thould come
in paion, give up his command, and petere more
7?1(?"5."3"".’7

It is not impoffible, but a general may defive fuck
a commiffion out of inadvertency, at the infligation
his friends, or perhaps of his enemies ; or merely
3{01‘ the benefit and bonour of it, without Mmtending
any {uch dread, .Jm confequences ; and in that cife a
wife prince or ftate may barely refufe it without
fhewing any marks of their difpleafure. But the
requeft in its own nature is hv hly criminal, and
ought to be entered {o upon h.cord, to terrlfy 0-

thers in tirie to come from venturing to maké it,
Another maxim to be obferved by a free fate
engaged in war, is, to keep the military power in
abfolute rLlI)JLCL on to the civil, nor ever {uffer the
former to influence or interfere with the lafter, A
general and his army dre [zrvants, hired by the ¢ivil
power to alt, as they are directed hom thence, and
with a commiffion Iar gc r limited, as the admini
ftration fhall think fit; for which t"(\' are largely
paid in profit and honour. The s vhole fyftem by
which armies are gov Eme(;, is quite alien from the
peaceful inftitutions of ffates at home; and if
the rewards be fo inviting as to tempt a fenator o
take a poft in the army, whilft he is there on his
duty, he ought to conﬁ der hu nfc*c in no other ca-
pacity. I know not any fort ¢ men fo apt as fol-
diers are to uinmmmi thofe who prefume to inters

fere in what relates to their trade, When they
h'?l‘ any of s, in a coﬂ'eanrr""', wondering that
uch a victory was not purfued ; complaining thar
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fuch a town coft more men and money than it was
worth to take it; or that fuch an opportunity was
loft of fighting th enen‘.}': they prefently reprove
ws, and eften with juftice enough, fer meddling in
matters out of our {phere; and clearly convince
us of our miftakes by termis of art that none of
ns underftand. Nor'do we efcape fo ; for they re-
fiect with the utmoft contempt on our ignorance ;
that we, who fit at home in eafe and fecurity, never
ftirring from our fire-fides, fthould pretend, from
books and general reafon, to argue upon m ilitary
affairs; which after all, if we may judge from the
ihare of intelleétuals in fome who are faid to excel
that way, is not fo very profound, or difficult a
fcience. But if there be any weight in what they
offer, as perhaps there may be a great deal, furcly
thefe gentlemen have a much weaker pretence to
concern themfelves in matters of the cabinet, which
are always either far above, or much befide their
capacities. Soldiers may as well pretend to pre-
fcribe rules for trade, to determine pointsin phi’o-
fopy, to be moderators in an affembly of div mﬂ,
or dire¢t in a court of juftice, as to mifplace their
talentin exammmg affairs of {tate, efpeci 1]lyrm what
relates to the choice of miniflers, who are never fo
Tikely to be ill chofen as when approved by them.
It would be endlefs to fhew, how pernicious ail
fieps of this nature have bet,n in many parts and
ages of the world, I fhall only produeetwo at pre-
fent; one in Rome, the other in England. The
firft is of ‘Ceefar: when he came to the city with
his foldiers to fettle the miniftry, there was an end
of their liberty for ever. The fecond was in the

great rébellion againft K. Charles I. The King
and both houfes were agreed upon the terms of a
peace; but the officers “of the ar mv, as Ludlow
rcl:ttes it, fet a guard upon the houfe of Commons,
took a lift of the members, and 1 p all by force
gut of the houfe, except thofe who were for bring-
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ing the King to a trial. Some years after, when
they erected a military government, and ruled the
ifland by major-generals, we received moft admira-
ble inftances of their ikill in politics. To fay the
iruth, fuch formidable fticklers can have but two
seafons for defiring to interfere in the adminiftra-
tion; the firft is that of Czfar and Cromwell, of
which God forbid I fhould accufe or fufpeét any
body, fince the fecond is pernicious enough, and
that is, 1o prejerve thofe in power who are for perpetu-
ating a war, rather than [ee cthers advanced, who,
they are fure, will ufe all proper means to promote a
fafe and honourable peace.

Thirdly, Since it is obferved of armies, that in
the prefent age they are brought to fome degree of
humanity, and a more regular demeanor to each
other and to the world, than in former times, it is
certainly a good maxim to endeavour preferving
thistemperamong them ; without which they would
foon degenerate into favages. To this end, it
would be prudent, among other things, to forbid
that deteftable cuftom of drinking to the damnation
ar confufion of any perfon whatfoever.

Such defperate alts, and the opinions infufed a-
long with them into heads already inflamed by
youth and wine, are enough to fcatter madnefs and
fedition through a whole camp. So feldom upon
zheir knees to pray, and {o often to curfe! this is not
properly atheifm, but a fort of ants-religion pre-
icribed by the devil, and which an atheift of com-
mon fenfe would fcorn as an abfurdity. I have
heard it mentioned as a common practice laft au-
tumn, fome where or other, to drink damnation and
confufion (and this with circumf{tances very aggra-
vating and horrid) to the new minifiry, and to
thofe who had any hand in turning out the o/d;
that is to {ay, to thofe perfons whom her Majefty
has thought fit to employ in her greateft affairs,
with fomething more than a glance againft the Queer

ber[elf.



N° 20, THE EXAMINER, 243  §

herfelf. And if it be true, that thefe orgics were
attended with certain doubtful words of Sanding by
2heir general, who without queftion abhorred then, ‘4
let any man confider the confequence of fuch dif-
pofitions, if they thould happen to fpread. I could
only with, for the honour of the army, as well as
of the Queen and miniftry, that a remedy had been
applied to the difeafe in the plese and #ime where it
grew. If men of fuch principles were able to pro-
pagate them in a camp, and were fure of a general
Jor life, who had any tinfture of ambition, we
might foon bid farewell to minifters and parlia-
ments, whether new or old.

I am only forry, fuch an accident hath happen-
ed towards the clofe of a war ; when it is chiefly
the intereft of thofe gentlemen, who have pofts in
the army, to behave themfelves in fuch a manner,
as might encourage the legiflature to make fome
provifion for them, when there will be no further
need of their fervice. They are to confider themi-
felves as perfons, by their education ungualified
for many other ftations of life. Their fortunes
will not fuffer them to retain to a party after its
Jall, nor have they weight or abilities to help to-
wards its refurrection. "Their future dependence is
wholly upon the prince and parliament, to whicl
they will never make their way by folemn execrations
of the miniftry ; a minifiry of the Queen’s own e-
lection, and fully anfwering the withes of her peo-
ple. This unhappy ftep in fome of #heir brethren
may pafs for an uncontrollable argument, that po-
litics are not their bufinefs or their element. The
fortune of war hath raifed feveral perfons up to
fwelling titles, and great commands over numbers
of men, which they are too apt to transfer along
with them into civil life, and appear in all compa-
nies, as if they were at the head of their regiments,
with a fort of deportment, that ought to have been
dropt behind in that fhort paffage to Harwich.

puts
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puts mie in mind of a dialogue in Lucian, where
Charon wafting one of their predeceflors over Styx,
ordered him to flrip off his armour and fine |
cloaths, yet ftill thought him too heavy; < but,”
faid ke, “ put off likewife that pride and prefump-
« tion, thofe high fwelling words, and chat vaig
« glory ;” becaule they were of no ufc on the 0-
ther fide the water. Thus, if all that array of mi-
litary grandeur were confined to the proper fcene,
it would be much more for tlie intereft of the own-
ers, and lefs offenfive to their fellow-{ubjedls.
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N° 21. Thurfday, December 28, 1710.

Nam et majorum izflituta tueris facris ceremonitf=
que retinendis, fapientis eff.
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'\/ Hoever is a true lover of our conftitution;

muft needs be pleafed to fee what fuccefsful
endeavours are daily made to reftore it in every
branch to its ancient form, from the languithing
condition it hath long lain in, and with {fuch dead-
ly fymptoms.

I have already handled fome abufes during the
late management, and fhall in convenient time go
on with the reft. Hitherto I have confined myfelf
to thofe of the ftate ; but, with the good leave of
fome who think it 2 matter of fmall moment, I{hall
now take liberty to fay fomething of the ehurch.

For feveral years paft there hath not, 1 think;,
in Europe been any focicty of men upon {o unhap-
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py a foot as the clrgy of England ; nor more hard-
ly treated by thofe very perfons, from whom they
deferved much better quarter, and in whoic power
they chiefly had put it to ufe them {o ill. I would
not willingly mifreprefent faéts, but I think it ge-
merally allowed by enemies and friends, that the
bold and brave defences made before the revelution
againft thofe many invafions of our rights proceed-
ed principally from the clergy ; who are likewife
known to have rejeted all advances made them to
clofe with the meafures at that time concerting ;
while the diffenters, to gratify their ambition and
revenge, fell into the bafeft compliances with the
court, approved. of all proceedings by their nu-
merous and fulfome addreflfes, and took employ-
ments and commiflions by virtue of the difpenfing
power, againft the dire¢t laws of the land. All
this is fo true, that if ever the pretender comes in,
they will, next to thofe of his own religion, have
the faireft claim and pretenfions to his favour from
their merit and eminent fervices to his fuppofed
father, who, without fuch encouragement, would
probably never have been mifled to go the lengths
be did. * It fhould likewife be remembered to the
everlafting honour of the London divines, that in
thofe dangerous times they writ and publifthed the
beft collection of arguments againft Popery, that
ever appeared in the world. At the revolution
the body of the clergy joined heartily in the com-
mon caufe, (except afew, whofe fuflerings perhaps
have atoned for their miftakes), like men who are
content to go about for avoiding a gulf or a preci-
pice, but come into the old ftrait road again, as
foon as they can. But another temper had now
begun to prevail: for, as in the reign of K, Charles
1. feveral well-meaning people were ready to join in
reforming fome abufes, while others, who bhad
deeper defigns, were flill calling out for a thoreugh
reformation, which ended at laft in the ruin of the

Vou.l1l. Xx kingdom;
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kingdom ; fo, after the late King’s coming to the
throne, there was a reftlefs cry from men of the
Jame principles for a thorough revolution 3 which, as
fome were carrying it on, muft have ended in the
deftruétion of the monarchy and church,

‘What a vielent humour hath run ever fince a-
gainft the clergy, and from what corner {pread and
fomented, is, I believe, manifeft to all men. It
16oked like a fet quarrel againit Chriflianity : and,
#f we call to mind feveral of the kaders, it muit, in
a great meafure, have been actually fo.  Nothing
was more common in writing and converfation,
than to hear that reverend body charged in grofs
with what was utterly inconfiftent ; defpifed for
their poverty, hated for their riches; reproached
with avarice, and taxed with luxury; accufed for
promoting arbitrary power, and for refilting the
prerogative ; cenfured for their pride, and fcorned
for their meannefs of fpirit. The reprefentatives
of the lower clergy were railed at for difputing the
power of the bithops by the known abherrers of
Ipifcopacy ; and abufed for doing nothing in the
convocations by thofe very men who helped to bind
up their hands. The vice, the folly, the ignorance
of every fingle man were laid upon the character :
their jurifdiction, cenfures, and difcipline, tramp-
ted under foot; yet mighty complaints agamit their
exceflive power: the men of wit employed to turn
the priefthood itfelf into ridicule: in fhort, groan-
ing every where under the weight of poverty, op-
preflion, contempt, and obloquy. A fair return
for the time and money fpent in their education to
fit them for the fervice of the alear; and a fair en-
couragement for worthy men to come into the
church ! However, it may be {fome comfort for
perfons of that holy funtion, that their divine
founder, as well as his harbinger, met with the like
veception : John came neither eating mor drinking,
and they fay ke bath a devil; the«Swm of man came
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eating and drinking, and they fay, Bebold a glutton
and a wine-bibber, &c.

In this deplorable ftate of the clergy, nothing
but the hand of Providence, working by its glorious
inftrument the Queen, could have been able to
turn the people’s hearts fo furprifingly in their fa-
vour, This princefs, deftined for the {afety of
Europe, and a blefling to her fubjects, began her
reign with a noble benefaction to the church ; and
it was hoped the nation would have followed fuch
an example ; which nothing could have prevented,
but the falfe politics of a fet of men, who form
their maxims upon thofe of every tottering com-
monwealth, which is always firuggling for life,
fubfifting by expedients, and often at the mercy of
any powerful neighbour. Thefe men take it into
their imagination, that trade can never flourifh,
unlefs the country becomes a common receptacic
for all nktions, religions, and languages; a {yftem
only proper for fmall popular ftates, but altoge-
ther unworthy and below the dignity of an impe-
rial crown ; which with us is beft upheld by a mo-
narchy in pofleflion of its juft prerogative, a fenate
of nobles and of commons, and a clergy eftablifh-
ed in its due rights with a {uitable maintenance by
law. But thefe men come with the {pivit of fhop-
keepers to frame rules for the adminiftration of
kingdoms ; or, as if they thought the whale art of
government confifted in the importation of nut-
megs, and the curing of herrings, Such an ifland
as ours can afford enough to fupport the majefty of
a crown, the honour of a nobility, and the dignity
of a magifiracy : we can encourage arts and {cien-
ces, maintain our bifhops and clergy, and fuffer
our gentry to live in a decent, hofpitable manner;
vet {till there will remain hands fufficient for trade
and manufactures, which do always indeed deferve
the beft encouragement, but not to a degree of

. X %3 {ending
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fending every living foul into the wareboufe or the
workfhop.

This pedantry of republican politics has done in;
finite mifchief among us. To this we owe thofe
noble fchemes of treating Chriftianity as a fyftem
of fpeculative opinionswhich no man thould be bound
to believe; of making the being, and the worthip
of God, a creature of the ftate ; in confequence of
thefe, that the teachers of religion ought to hold
their maintenance at pleafure, or live by the*alms
and charitable colletion of the people, and be ec-
quallyencouraged of all opinions; that they fhould
be prefcribed what to teach by thofe who are to
learn from them; and upon default have a flaff
and a pair of fhoes left at their door : with many
other projets of equal piety, wifdom, and good
nature, .

But, God be thanked, they and their {chemes
are vanithed, and their places fhall know them no
more.  When I think of that inundation of athe-
ifm, infidelity, profanenefs, and licentioufnefs,
which was like to overwhelm us, from what mouths
and hearts it firft proceeded, and how the people
joined with the Queen’s endeavours to divert this
flood, I cannot but refle¢t on that remarkable paf-
fage in the Revelation, ¢ where the ferpent with
““ {cven heads caft out of his mouth water after
¢ the woman like a flood, that he might caufe her
¢ to be carried away of the flood : but the Earth
¢ helped the Woman, and the earth opened her
mouth, and fwallowed up the flood, which the
dragon had caft out of his mouth,” For the
Queen having changed her miniftry fuitable to her
own wifdom, and the wifhes of her fubjeéts, and
having called a free parliament, and at the fame
time fummoned the convocation by her royal writ,
as in all times bhad been accufiomed; and {oon after
their meeting fent' a moft gracious letter to the
Archbifhop of Canterbury to be communicated ta
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the bifhops and clergy of his province ; taking no-
tice of ¢ the loofe and profane principles, which
¢¢ had been openly {cattered and propagated among
her fubjeés : that the confultations of the clergy
were particularly requifite to reprefs and prevent
fuch daring attempts, for which her {fubjelts,
from all parts of the kingdom, have thewn their
juft abhorrence: fbe hopes the endeavours of
the clergy in this refpet will not be unfuceets-
ful; and for her part, is ready to give them all
fit encouragement to proceed in the difpatch of
fuch bufinefs as properly belongs to them ; and
to grant them powers requifite to carry on {o
sood a work;” in conclufion, ¢ earncftly re-
commending to them to avoid difputes ; and de-
termining to do all that in her lies to compofe

and extinguifh them.”
It is to be hoped, that this laft part of her Ma-
jefty’s letter will be the firft fhe will pleafe to exe-
cute ; for, it feems, this very letter created the firft
difpute ; the fact whereof is thus related.  The up-
per houfe having formed an addrefs to the Queen,
before they received her Majefty’s letter, fent both
addrefs and letter together to the lower houfe, with
a meffage excufing their not mentioning the letter
in the addrefs, becaufe #his was formed before the
other was received. The lower houfe returned
them with a defire, that an addrefs might be form-
ed with due regard and acknowledgements for the
letter. After {fome difficulties, the fame addrefs
was {ent down again with a clanfe inferted, making
fome thort mention of the faid letter. This the
lower houfe did not think fufficient, and fent i
back again with the fame requeft : whercupon the
Archbithop, after a fhort confultation with Jfome of
his brethren, immediately adjourned the convoca-
tion for a month ; and no addrefs ar all was fent
to the Queen,
I underftand not ecclefiaftical affairs well enough
to
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to comment upon this matter ; but it feems to me,
that all methods of doing fervice to the church and
kingdom, by means of a conuocation, may be at any
time cluded, if there be no remedy againft fuch an
mcident And if this proceeding be agrecable to
the mfhtt.tlon, ﬁ)zrzrual affemblies muft needs be
tivangely contrived, very different from any /ay fe-
zate yet known in the world, Surely, from the
nature of fuch a fynod, it muft be a very unhappy
circumftance, 'when the majority of the bifhops
draws one way, and that of the lower clergy ano-
ther. The latter, I think, are not at this time fuf-
pect Ld for any principles bordering upon thofe
profeffed by enemies to Epifcopacy ; and if they
nppcn to differ from the greater part of the prefent

fet of bifhops, I doubt it will call fome things to

3’1’111"!, that may turn the fcale of general favour om
the inferior clergy’s fide; who, with a profound
duty t6 her Majefty, are pcrtutly pleafed with the
prefent turn ff‘afu s.  Befides, curious pesple will
be apt to inquire into the dates of fome promations,
to call to mind what defigns were then upon the
anv J; and from thence pm}-c malicious deductions.
Perhaps they will obferve the manner of voting on
the bmmps bench, and compare it with what fhall
pafs in the upper houfe of convocation. There is
however one comfort; that under the prefent dif-
pofitions of the kingdom a diflike to the proceed-
ings of any of their Lordfhips, even to the number
of a majority, will be purely perfonal, and not turn-
ed to the difanvantage of the order. And for my
part, asI am a true lover of the church, I had ra-
ther find the inclinations of the people favourable
to Epifcopacy in general, than fee a majority of
P prelates cried up by thofe who are fncwn enemies to
the CLl:LI‘J.CEx.I' Nor indeed hath any thing given
me more offence for {everal years pa& than to ob-
ferve, how /ume of that bench have been carefled by
eertain perfons ; and others of them openly celebrated
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by the infamous pens of atheifts, republicans, and
fanatics.

Time and mortality can only remedy thefe incon-
veniencies in the church, which are not to be cur-
ed, like thofe in the ftate, 33 a change of miniftry.
If we may guefs the temper of a convocation from
the choice of a prolocutor, as it i< ufual to do that
of a houfe of commons by the fpeaker, we may
expedt great things from that revérend Luu}', who
have done themielves much reputation by pitching
upon a gentleman of {o much pi:ty, wit, and learn-
ing, for that office; and one who is fo thoroughly
verfed in thofe par ts of Lnowlcuge which are pro-
per for it. I am forry, that the three Latin {peeches
delivered upon prefenting the prolocutor were not
made public ; they might perhaps have given us
fome light into the difpofition of each houfe: and
befides, one of them is faid to be fo peculiar in the
ftyle and matter, as might have made up in enter-
iainment what it wanted in nyf}'»mm,

The ExD of the Seconp VoLux
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