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EXAMINER.

DEOTOTOTVCOVOVCCOOCTESTECCEOOEO
No. 22. Thur{day, January 4. 17710,

Nulle funt occultiores infidie, quam ez, que latent
in fimulatione officii, aut in alique neceffitudinis ng-
mine.

The following anfwer is written in the true fiyle, and
with the ufual candour of fuch pieces; which I have
imitated to the beft of my fhll, and doubt not but
the reader will be extremely [atisfied with if,

7he EXAMINER crofs-examined; or, 4 full
anfwer ioihe laff EX AMINER,

gladly afk him a familiar queftion : Pray, Sir,

who made you an examiner? He talks in one
of his infipid papers of eight or nine thoufand corrup-
tions, while we were at the head of affairs; yet in
all this time he hath hardly produced fifty :

IF I durft be fo bold with this author, I would

Parturiunt montes, &c, Hor.

Vor. II. A But




2 THE EXAMINER. Neo 22.

But I fliall confine myfelf at prefent to his laft pa-

er. » He tells us, the Queen began her reign with @
noble benefaction to the church, Here is prieficraft
with 2'witnefs! This is the conftant language of
your highfliers, to call thofe who are hired to teach
the religion of the magiftrate, by the name of the
church.  But this is not all; for in the very next
line he fays, it was hoped the nation would have fol-
Lywed. this examples. You fee. the faction begins al-
ready to fpeak out: this isan open demand for the
abbey-land ; this furious zealot would have us prie/t
ridden agam, like our Popifh anceftors; but it is to
be hoped the government will take timely care to
fupprefs: fuch audacious attempts ; elfe we have
fpent fo much blood and treafure to very little pur-
pofe in maintaining religion and the revolution., But
whit can e expedt from 2 man who at one blow
cndedvours to ruin our trade ? 4 countryy fays he,
may flourifb (thefe are his own words) withont being
the common receptacle for all nations, religions, and
languages.. What 1. we mufk immediately banifh,
or murder the Palatines; forbid all foreign mer-
chants not only the exchange, but the kingdom;
perfecute the diffenters with fire and faggot ; and
make it high treafon to fpeak any other tongue but
Englith. In another place he talks of a ferpent
with'feven heads, which is a manifeft corruption‘of
the text ; for the words, feven heads, are not men-
tioned in that verfe. However, we know what
ferpent he would mean ; a ferpent with fourteen legs;
or indeed no ferpent at all; but feven great men,
who were the beft minifters, the trucft Proteftants,
and the moft difinterefied patriots, that ever ferved
a prince. But nothing is fo inconfiftent as this
writer., I know not whether to call him a Whig
or a Tory, a Proteftant or a Papift; he finds faule
with convocations ; fays they are affemblies firangely
contrived ; and yet lays . the fault upon us, that we
bound their hands; I with we could have bound
their
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their fongues too. But, as faft as their binds were
bound, they could make a fhift to hold their pens,
and have their fhare in the guilt of ruining the
hopefulleft party and miniftry that ever preferibed
to a crown. This captious gerftleman is angry to
[ee a majority of prelates cried up by thofe who are ene:
mies to the charaffer< Now, I always thought, that
the conceffions of enemies were more to 2. man’s
advantage, than the praife of his_friends. = Zime
and mortality, he fays, can-only remedy thefe incon-
weniencies in the church : that is, in other words,
when certain bifhops are dead, we fhall have others
of our own ftamp. Not fo faft: you are not yer
fo fure of your game. We have already got one
comfartable lofs in Spain, althongh by a general of
our own : for joy of which our junto hada merry
meeting at the houfe of their great profelyte, on the
very day we received the happy news. One ortwe
more fuch blows would perhaps {et us right again;
and then we can employ mortality, as well as others.
He concludes with wifhing, that three letters, [po-
ken when the prolocutor was prefented, were made
public. 1 fuppofe he would be content with one;
and that is more thanwe fhallhumour him to grant,
However, I hope he will allow it pofiible to have
grace, without either eloguence or Latin; which is
all I fhall fay to this malicious innuendo.

Having thus, I hope, given a full and fatisfaéiory
anfwer to the Examiner’s laft paper, Ihall now go
on to a more important affair, which is, to prove
by feveral undeniable inftances that the late. mini-
firy and their abettors were true friends to the
church. It is yet, I confefs, a fecret to the clergy,
wherein this. friendfhip did confift. - For informa-
tzion therefore of that reverend body, that they
may never forget their benefaftors, as well as of
all others who may be equally ignorant, I have de-
termined to difplay our merits to the world upon
that weighty article. And I could wifh, that what

A 2 i
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I am to fay were to be written in brafs for an eter-
pal memorial ; the rather, becanfe for the future
the church muft endeavour to ftand unfupported
by thofe patrons, who expired in doing it their aff
good office, and will never rife to preferve it any
more.

Let us therefore proddce the pious endeavours
of thefe church-defenders, who were its patrons by
their power and authority, as well as ornaments of
it by their exemplary lives.

Firft, St. Paul tells us, there muft be berefies in
the church, that the truth may be manife/! ; and there-
fore, by due courfe of reafoning, the more herefies
there are, the more manifeft will the truth be made.
This being maturely confidered by thefe lovers of
the church, they endeavoured to propagateas many
herefies as they could, that the light of the truth
might fhine the clearer.

Secondly, To fhew their zeal for the church’s de-
fence, they took the care of it entirely out of the
hands of God almighty, (becaufe that was a foreign
Jurifdi€tion), and made it their own creature, de-
pending altogether upon them ; and iffued out their
.orders to Tindal, and others, to give public notice
of it.

Thirdly, Becanfe charity is the moft celebrated of
all Chriftian virtues, therefore they extendedtheirs
beyond all bounds; and, inftead of fhutting the
church againft diffenters, were ready to open it to
all comers, and break down its walls, rather than
that any thould want room to enter. 'The firength
of a ftate, we know, confifteth in the number of
people, how different foever in their callings ; and
why fhould not the firength of a church contift in
the fame, how different foever in their creeds 2 For

"that reafon they charitably attempred to abolith the

#¢ff, which tied up fo many hands from getting em-
ployments, in order to prorect the church.

L]
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I know very well, that this attempt is objected to’

us as a crime by feveral malagnant Tories, and de-
nied as a flander by many unthinking people among
ourfelves, The latter are apt, in their defence, to
aflz fuch queftions as thefe : ¢ Was your teft re-
¢ pealed ? had we not a majority ! might we not
have done it, if we pleafed ? 7o which the others
“ anfwer, You did what you could : you prepared
¢« the way, but you founda fatal impediment from
¢ that quarter, whence the {fan&tion of the law
¢ muft come ; and therefore, to {ave your credit,
¢ you condemned a paper to be burnt, which your-
felves had brought in.” But, alas! the mif-
carriage of that noble project for the fafety of the
church had another original; the knowledge
whereof depends upon a piece of fecret hiftory,
which I fhall now lay open.

Thefe church-proteétors had dire¢ted a Prefby-
terian preacker to draw up a bill for repealing the
:2eft. It was accordingly done with great art ; and,
in the preamble feveral expreffions of civiliy to the
“eftablifbed church ; and when it came to the qualifi-
cations of all thofe who were to enter on any of-
fice, the compiler had taken f{pecial care to make
them large enough for all Chriftians whatfoever, by
tran{cribing the very words (only formed into an
oath) which Quakers are obliged to profefs by a
former at of parliament ; as I fhall here fet them
down : “ I, 4. B. profefs faith in God the Father,
“ and in Jefus Chrift his eternal Son, the truc
¢ God; and in the Holy Spirit, one God, blefled
¢ for evermore; and do acknowledge the holy
¢¢ {eriptures of the Old and New Teftament to be
¢ given by divine infpiration.” This bill was car-
ried to the chief leader, for their approbation,
with thefe terrible words turned into an oath.
Whatthould they do? Thofe few amongthem who
fancied they believed in God, were fure they did
not believe in Chrifty or the Holy Spirit, or one

fyllable

(4
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fyllable of the Bible ; -and they were as fure that
every body knew their opinion in thofe matters,
which indeed they had been always too fincere to
difguife ; how therefore could they take fuch an
oath as that, without ruining their reputation with
Tindal, Toland, Coward, Collins, Clendons and
all the tribe of freethinkers, and fo give a feandal
%0 weak unbelievers ?  Upon this nice point of ho-
nour and confcience the matter was hufhed, the
project for repealing the #off let fall, and the facra-
ment left as the fmaller evil of the two.

Fourthly, Thefe pillars of the church; becanfethe
harveft was great, and the labourers few, and be-
caufe they would eafe the bithops from that griev-
ous trouble of /laying on hands, were willing to al-
low thar power to all men whatfoever, to prevent
that terrible confequence of wnchurching thofe who
thought a hand from under a clak as effectual as
from lawn fleeves. And indeed what could more
contribute to the advancement of true religion,
than a bill of general naturalization of priefthaod ?

Fifthly, In order to fix religion in the minds of
nien, becaufe truth never appears fo fair as when
confronted with falfchood, ‘they direéted books to
be publithed, that denied the being of a God, the
divinity of the fecsnd and third perfon, the truth of
all revelation, and the immortality of thefoul. To
this we owe that great fenfe of religion, that re-
{pect and kindnefs to the clergy, and that true love
of virtue, fo manifeft of late years among the youth
of our nation. Nor could any thing be more dif-
creet, than to leave the merits of each caufe to
fuch wife, impartial judgzs; who might otherwife
fall under the flavery of believing by education and
prejuaice.

Sixthly, Becaufe nothing fo much diftracts the
thoughts, as too great variety of {ubjedts, therefore
they had kindly prepared a bill to prefcribe the
clergy what fubjects they thould preach mpon, and
n
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in what manner, that they might be atno lofs; and
this, no doubt was a proper work for fuch hands,
{o thoroughly verfed in the theory and pradtice of
all chriftian duties,

Seventhly, To fave trouble and expenfe to the
clergy, they contrived that convocations {hould
meet as {eldom as poffible ; and when they were
{uffered to aflemble, would never allow them to
meddle with any bufinefs; becaufe, they faid, the
office of a clergyman was enough to take up the
whole man. For the {fame reafon they were very
defirous to excufe the bithops from fitting in par-
liament, that they might be at more leifure to ftay
athome and look after theinferior clergy.

I thall mention at prefent but one more inftance
of their pious zeal for the church. They had fome-
where heard the maxim, That fanguis martyrum
gt femen ecclefie 5 therefore, in order to fow this
Jfeed, théy began with impeacking a clergyman: And
that it might be a true martyrdom in every circums-
ftance, they proceeded as much as poffible againft
common law ; which the lng-robe part ot the ma=+
nagers knew, was in an hundred inftances direétly
contrary to all their pofitions, and were fufficiently
warned of it beforeband ; but their love of the
¢hurch: prevailed. = Neither was this impeachment
an affair taken up on a fudden ; for a certain great
perfon (whofe character hath been lately publithed
by fome ftupid and lying writer) who very much
diftinguithed himfelf by his zeal for forwarding this
impeachment, had {everal years ago endeavoured to
perfuade the late King to give way to juft fuch
ancther attempt. He told his Majefty, there was a
certain clergyman, who preached very dangerous
fermons, and that the only way to put a ftop to
fuch infolence was to impeach him in parliament.
The King inquired the charadter of theman: “ O
¢ Sir, faid my Lord, the moft violent, hot, pofi-
“ tive fellow in England ; fo extremely wilful, that

« I
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¢ Ibelieve, he would be heartily glad to be a mar+
¢ tyr. The King anfwered, Is it fo? Then I am
¢ refolved to difappint him ;”’ and would never
hear more of the matter ; by which that hopeful
projeét unhappily mifcarried.

I have hitherto confined myfelf to thofe endea-
vours for the good of the church, which were
common to all the leaders and principal men of
eur party ; but, if my paper were not drawing to-
wards an end, I could produce feveral inftances of
particular perfons, who, by their exemplary lives
and altions, have confirmed the character fo juftly
due to the whole body I fhall at prefent mention
only two, and illufirate the merits of cach bya
matter of fact.

That worthy patriot and true lpver of the church,
whom a late Examiner is fuppofed to refle¢t on un-
der the name of Verres, felt a pious impulfe to be a
benefactor to the cathedral of Gloucefter; buthow
to do it in the moft decent generous manner, was
the queftion. At laft he thought of an expedient :
onec morning, or night, he ftole into the church,
mounted upon the altar, and there did that which
in cleanly phrafe is called disburdening of nature.
He was difcovered, perfecuted, and condemned to
pay a thoufand pounds ; which fum was all em-
ployed to fupport the church, as, no doubt, the be-
nefactor meant it.

There is another perfon, whom the fame writer
is thought to point at under the name of #ill Bi-
gamy. This gentdeman, knowing that marriage-
fees were a confiderable perquifite to the clergy;
found out 2 way of improving them cent. per cents
for the gosd of the church, His invention was to
marry a fecond wife, while the firft was alive, con-
vincing her of the lawfulnefs by fucharguments, as
hedid not doubtwould make others follow the fame
example. Thefehe had drawn up in writing, with
intentiom
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intention to publifh for the general grod; and it is
hoped, he may now have leifure to finith them.

B RS RS TEE FORNSNSR
No. 23. Thurfday, January 11. 1710.

Bellum ita fufcipiatur, ut nibil aliud nifi pax quzfita

videatur,

I AM fatisfied, that no reafonable man of either

party can juitly be offended at any thing I faid
in one of my papars relating to the army. From
the maxims I there laid down perhaps many per-
fons may conclude, that I had a mind, the world
fhould think thue had been occ.mon given by
fome Jate abufes among men of that calling ; and
they conclude right ; for my intention is, that my
hints may be undc:ftood and my quotations and
allegories applied; and I am in fome pain to think,
that in the Orcades on one fide, and the wcftern
coafts of Ireland on the other, the Examiner may
want a key in {feveral parts, which I wifh I could
furnifh them with. As to the French King, I am
under Bo concern at all: I hear he hath left
oft rndmg my papers, and by what he hath
found in them, diflikes our proceedings more
than ever ; and intends, cither to make great
additions to -his armies, or propofe new terms
tor a peace, So falfe is. that which is com-
monly reported of his mighty faisfattion in our
change of miniftry, And I thinkit clear, that his
late letter of thanks to the Tories of Grear Britain
muft either have been extorted from him, againft
his judgment ; or was a caft of politics to fet the

Vou. IIL. B people
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people againft the prefent miniftry; wherein it hath
wonderfully fucceeded.

Burt, though I have never heard, or never regard-
ed, any objections made againft that paper which
mentions the army ; yet I intend this as a fort of
apology for it, And firft I declare, (becaufe we
live in a miftaken world), that in hinting at fome
proceedings, wherein 2 few perfons are faid to be
concerned, I did not intend to charge them upon
the body of the army. I have too much detefted
that barbarous injuftice among the writers of a late
party to be ever guilty of it myfelf; I mean the
accufing focieties for the crimes of a few. On the
other fide, I muft take leave to believe, that armies
are no more exempt from corruptions, than other
aumbers of men. The maxims propofed were oc-
cafionally introduced by the report of certain faéts,
which I am bound to believe are truc, becaufe I am
fure, confidering what hath paffed, it would be a
crime to think otherwife. All pofts in the army,
all employments at court, and many others are, or
ought to be, given and refumed at the mere plea-
fure of the prince; yet when I fee a great officer
broke, a change made in the court, or the miniftry,
and this under the moft juft and gracious princefs
that ever reigned, I muft naturally conclude, it is
done upon prudent confiderations, and for fome
great demerit in the fufferers, But then, is not the
punithment fufficient? Is it generous or charitable
to trample on the unfortunate, and expoft their
£aults to the world in the firongeft colours ? And
would it not fuit better with magnanimity, as well
as common good nature, to leave them at quiet to
their own thoughts and repentance ? Yes, without
queftion 5 provided it could be fo contrived, that
their very names, as well as their aftions, might be
forgotten for ever; fuch an act of oblivion would
be for the honour of our nation, and beget a bet-
ser opinion of us with pofterity ; and thenl might
' have
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have fpared the world and myfelf the trouble of
examining. But at prefent there is a cruel dilemme
in the cafe; the friends and abettors of the late mi-
niftry are every day publithing their praifcs to the
world, and cafting refleftions upon the prefent per-
fons in power, 'This is fo barefaced an afperfion
upon the Queen, that I know not how any good
fubject can with patience endure it, although he
were ever {o indifferent with regard to the opinions
in difpute, Shall they who have loft all power
and love of the people, be allowed to fcatter their
poifon ; and fhall not thofe, who are at leaft of the
ftrongeft fide; be fuffered to bring an antidote ¢
and how can we undeceive the deluded remainder,
but by letting them fee, that thefe difcarded ftatef-
men were juitly laid afide ; and producing as many
initances to prove it as we can { not from any per-
fonal hatred to them, but in juftification to the beft
of queens. ‘The many fcurribties I have heard and
read againft this poor paper of mine, are infuch a
ftrain, that, confidering the prefent ftate of affairs,
they look like a jeft. They ufually run after the
following manner: ¢ What! fhall this infolent
¢ writer prefume to cenfure the late miniftry, the
¢ ableft, the moft faithful, and wueft lovers of
t their country and its conftitution, that ever ferv-
¢ ed a prince ? Shall he reflet on the beft houfe
¢ of commons that ever fat within thofe walls?
¢¢ Hath not the Queen changed both for a minifiry
¢ and parliament of Facobites and highfliers, who
¢ are felling us to France, and bringing over the
< pretender?” This is the very fum and force of
all their reafonings, and this is their method of
complaining againft the Examiner. In ibem it is
humble and loyal to refleét upon the Queen, and
the miniftry and parliament the hath chofen with
the univerfal applaufe of her people : in s itis in-
folent to defend her Majefty and her choice, or to

B2 anfwer
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anfiver their objeftions by fhewing the reafons why
thofe changes were ncceffary.

The fame ftyle hath been ufed in the late cafe
concerning fome gentlemen in the army. Such a
clamour was raifed by a fet of men, who had the
boldnefs to tax the adminiftration with cruelty and
injuftice, that I thought it neceflary to interfere a
little, by thewing the ill confequences that might
arife from fome proceedings, although without ap-
plication to particular perfons. ~ And what do they
offer in anfwer ? Nothing but a few common places
again{t calumny and informers; which might have
been full as juft and feafonable in a plot againft the
facred perfon of the Queen.

But, by the way, why are thefe idle people {o
indifcreet to name thofe fwo words, which afford
occafion of laying open to the world fuch an infa-
mous fcene of fubordination and perjury, as well as
calumny and informing, as, I believe, is without
example ; when a whole cabal attempred an action,
wherein a condemned criminal * refuled to join with
them for the reward of his life ? Not that I difap-
prove their fagacity, who could foretel {o long be-
fore by what hand they fhould one day fall, and
therefore thought any means juftifiable, by which
thiey might prevent it.

Buat waving this at preferft, it muft be owned in
juftice to the army, that thofe violences did not
proceed {o far among them as {fome have believed ;
nor ought the madnefs of a few to be laid at
their doors. For the reft, I am fo far from de-
nying the due praifes to thofe brave troops, who
did their part in procuring fo many vitories for
the allies; that I could with every officer and pri- .
vate foldier had their full fhare of honour, in
proportion to their deferts ; being thus far of the
Athenians mind, who, when it was propofed that

% Greg,
the
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the ftatne of Miltiades fhould be fet up alone in
fome public place of the city, faid, they would
agree to it, whenever he conquered alone, but not
before. Neither do I at all blame the officers of
the army for preferring in their hearts the late mi-
niftry before the prefent ; or, if withingalone could
be of any ufe, for withing their continuance, be-
caufe then they might be fecure of the war’s conti-
nuance too; whereas, fince affairs have been put
into other hands, they may perhaps lie under fome
apprehenfions of a peace; which no army, efpeci-
ally in the courfe of fuccefs, was ever inclined to;
and which all wife ftates have in fuch a jundiure
chiefly endeavoured: This is a point whercin the
civil and military politics have alwaysdifagreed : and
for that reafon I affirmed it neceffary in all free
governments, that the latter thould be abfolutely
in fubjetion to the former ; otherwife one of thefe
two inconveniencies mufit arife, either to be per-
petually in war, or to turn the civi/ inftitution into
a military.

I am ready to allow all that hath been faid of the
valour and experience of our troops, who have
fully contributed their part to the great fuccefles a-
broad ; nor is it their fault, that thofe important
vitories had no better confequences at home, tho’
it may be their advantage. War is their trade and
bufinefs : to improve and cultivate the advantages
of fuccefs, is an affair of the cabinet; and the ne-
glect of this, whether proceeding from weaknefs
or corruption, according to the ufual uncertainty
of wars, may be of the moft fatal confequence to
the nation. For, pray let me reprefent our condi-
tion in fuch a light, as 1 believe both parties will
allow, though perhaps not the confequences I {hall
deduce from it, We have been for above nine
years bleffed with a Queen, who, befides all virtues
that can enter into the compofition of a private
perfon, poflefieth every regal quality that can con-

tribute
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tribute to make a people happy : of great wifdom,
yet ready to receive the advice of her counfcllors »
of much difcernment in chufing proper inftru-
ments, when fhe follows her own judgment ; and
only capable of being deceived by that excefs of
goodnefs, which makes her judge of others by her-
felf : frugal in her management, in order to con-
tribute to the public, which in proportion {he doth;
and that voluntarily, beyond any of her fubjects;
but from her own nature gererous and charitable
to all who want or deferve; and, in order to ex-
ercife thofe virtues, denying herfelf all entertains
merits of expenfe, which many others enjoy. Then;
if we lock abroad, at leaft in Flanders, our arms
have been crowned with perpetual fuccefs in battles
and fieges; not to mention feveral fortunate actions
in Spain: Thefe faéts being thus ftated, which
none can deny ; it is natural to afl, how we have
improved fuch advantages, and to what account
they have turred ? I{hall ufe no difceuraging terms.
‘When a patient grows daily wor{e by the tamper-
ing of mountebanks, there is nothing left but to
call in the beft phyficians, before the cafe grows
defperate. But I would afk, whether France, or
any other kingdom, would have made fo little ufe
of fuch prodigious opportunities ? the fruits wheres
of could never have fallerr to the ground- without
the extremeft degree of folly and corruption ; and
where thofe have lain, let the world judge. Inftead
of aiming at peace, while we had the advantage of
the war, which hath been the perpetnal maxim of
all wife ftates, it hath been reckoned factious and
malignant even to exprefs our wifhes for it; and
fuch a condition impofed, as was never offered to
any prince who had an inch of ground to difpute ;
que enim eft conditio pacis, in qua eiy cum quo pacent
Jacias, nibil concedi poteft ?

It is not obvious to conceive what could mové
men, who fat at home, and were called to confult
upon
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npon the good of the kingdom, to be fo utterly a-
verfe from putting an end to a long, expenfive war,
which the vittorious, as well as conquered fide,
were heartily weary of. Few, or none of them,
were men of the fword ; they had no fhare in the
honour ; they had made large fortunes, and were
at the head of all affairs, But they well knew by
what tenure they held their power ; that the Queen
faw through their defigns; that they had entirely
loft the hearts of the clergy ; that the landed men
were againft them ; that they were detefted by the bo-
dy of the people; and that nothing bore them up but
their credit with the bank, and other ftocks, which
would be neither formidable nor neceflary, when
the war was at end. For thefe reafons they refolv-
ed to difappoint all overtures of a peace, until they
and their party thould be fo deeply rooted, as to
make it impoffible to thake them. To this end
they began to precipitate matters fo faft, as inalit-
tle time muft have ruined the conftitution, if the
crown had not interpofed, and rather ventured the
accidental effedts of their malice, than fuch dread-
ful confequences of their power. And indeed, if
the former danger had been greater than fome
hoped or feared, 1 fee no difficulty in the choice,
which was the {fame with his, who faid, * he had
¢ pather be devoured by wolves than by rats,” I
therefore ftill infift, that we cannet wonder at, or
find fault with the army for concurring with the
miniftry, which was for prolonging the war, The
inclination is natural in them all ; pardonable in
thofe who have not yet ‘made their fortunes ; and
as lawful in the reft, as love of power, or love of
money, can make it. But as natural, as pardona-

‘ble, and as lawful as this inclination is, when it is

not under check of the civil power, or when a cor-
rupt miniftry joins in giving it too great a fcope,
the confequence can be nothing lefs, than infallible

Fuin and flavery to a fiate,
After
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After I had finifhed this paper, the printer fent
me two {inall pamphlets, called, The manage-
ment of the war; written with fome plaufibili-
ty, much artifice, and abundance of mifrepre-
fentations, as well as direct falfehoods in point
of faét. Thefe I have thought worth examin-
ing, which I fhall accordingly do, when I find

|

\ ~ an opportunity.
Gl B e e e Gy e e

No 24. Thur{day, Jaunary 18. 1710,

Parva momenta in [pem metumque impellunt ani-
mas. |

. OPES are natural to moft men, efpecially to
&l fanguine complexions; and among the various
| it changes that happen in the courfe of public affairs,
il they are fcldom without fome grounds. Even in
il defperate cafes, where it is impoffible they fhould
have any foundation, they are often affetted to
keep a countenance, and make an enemy think we
have fome reconrfe, which they know nothing of.
. This appears to have been for feveral months paft
Bl | the condition of thofe people, whom I am forced,
for want of other phrafes, to call the ruined party.
- They have taken up fince their fall fome real and
il | fome peetended hopes.  When the Earl of Sunder-
land was difcarded, they boped her Majefty would
proceed no farther in the change of her miniftry ;
and had the infolence to mifreprefent her words to
foreign ftates. They hoped, nobody durft advife
the diffolution of the parliament. 'When this was
‘done, and further alterations made in court, they
hoped, and endeavoured to ruin the credit of the
‘ nation
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nation. They likewife #oped, that we thould have
{fome terrible lofs abroad, which would force us to
unravel all, and begin again upon their bottom.
But, of all their bopes, whether real or affumed,
there is none more extraordinary than that which
they now would {feem to place their whole confi-
dence in : that this greatturn-of affairs was only
occafioned by a fthort madnefs of the people, from
which they will recover in a little time, when their
eyes are opened, and they grow cool and fober e-
nough to confider the truth of things, and how
much they have been deceived. It is not improba-
ble, that fome few of the deepeft fighted among
thefe reafoners are well enough convinced, how
vain all fuch Aspes muft be: but for the reft, the
wifeft of them feem to have been very ill judges of
the people’s difpofitions ; ‘the want of which know-
ledge was a principal occafion to haften their ruing
for furely, had they fufpe&ted which way the po-
pular current inclined, they never would have run
againft it by that impeachment. 1 therefore con-
clude, they generally are fo blind, as to imagine
fome comfort from this fantaftical opinion ; that
the people of England are at prefent diftralted, but
will fhortly come to their {enfes again,

For the fervice therefore of our adverfaries and
friends, I fhall briefly examine this point, by fhew-
ing what are the caufes and {fymptoms of a people’s
madnefs ; and how it differs from their natural
bent and inclination.

It is Machiavel’s obfervation, that the people,
when left te their own judgment, do {eldom miftake
their true interefts ; "and indeed they naturally love
the conftitution they are born uader ; never defir-
ing to change, but under great eppreflions. How-
ever, they are to be deceived by feveral means, It
hath often happened in Greece, and fometimes in
Rome, that thofe very men who have contributed
to thake off a former tyranny, have, inftead of

Nor. HI, C reftoring
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reftoring the old conftitution, deluded the people
into a worfe and more ignominious flavery, Be-
fides, all great changes have the fame effe¢t upon
commonwealths, that thunder hath upon liquors,
making the dregs fly up to the top ; the loweft ple-
beians rife to the head of affairs ; and there pre-
ferve themfelves, by reprefenting the nobles, and
other friends to the old government, as enemies to
the public. The encouraging of new myfteries and
new deities, with the pretences of farther purity in
religion, hath likewife been a frequent topic to
miflead the people, And not to mention more,
the prometing falfe reports of dangers from a-
broad, hath often ferved to prevent them from
fencing againft real dangers at home, By thefe, and
the like arts, in conjunction with a great depravity
of manners, and a weak or corrupt adminiftration,
the madnefs of the pcople hath rifen to fuch a
height as to break in pieces the whole frame of the
beft inftituted governments, But, however, {uch
great phrenzies, being artificially raifed, are a per-
fedt force and confiraint upen human nature; and
under a wife fteady prince will certainly decline of
themfelves, fettling like the {ea afrer a ftorm ; and
then the true bent and genius of the people will
appear. Ancient and modern fiory are full of in-
ftances to illuftrare what I fay.

In our own ifland we had a great example of a
long madnefs in the people, kept up by a thoufand
artifices, like intoxicating medicines, until the con-
fiitution was deftroyed ; yet the malignity being
{pent, and the humour exhaufted that ferved to fo-
ment it, before the ufurpers eould fix upon a new
{cheme, the people fuddenly recavered, and peace-
ably reftored the old conftitution,

From what I have offered, it will be eafy to de-
cide, whether this late change in the difpofition of
the people was a new madnefs, or a recovery from
an old one, Neither do I {e how it can be prov-
ed,
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ed, that fuch a change had in any circumftance the
leaft fymptems of madnefs, whether my defcrip-
tion of it be right or no. It is agreed, that the
trueft way of judging the difpofition of the people
in the choice of their reprefentatives is by comput-
ing the country-elections ; and in thefe it is mani-
feft, that five in fix are entirely for the prefent
meafures ; although the court was fo far from in-
terpefing its credit, that there was no change in the
admiralty, not above one or two in the lieutenan-
¢y, nor any other methods ufed to influence elec-
tions, The free, unextorted addrefles {ent fome
time before from every part of the kingdom,
plainly thewed, what fort of bent the people had
taken, and from what motives. The eleltion of
members for this great city, carried, contrary to
all conjecture, againft the united intereft of thofe
two great bodies, the Bank and Eaft-India compa-
ny, was another convincing argument. Befides,
the Whigs themfelves have always confefled, that
the bulk of landed men in England was generally
of Tories. So that this change muft be allowed to
be according to the natural genius and difpofition
of the people ; whether it were juft and reafonable
in itfelf or no.

Notwithftanding all which, you fhall frequently
hear the partifans of the late men in power gravely
and decifively pronounce, that the prefent miniftry
eannot poffibly ftand. Now, they who affirm this,
if they believe themfelves, muit ground their opi-
nion upon the iniquity of the /a/f being fo far efta-
blifhed and deeply rooted, that no endeavours of
honeft men will be able to reftore things to their
former ftate, Or elfe thefe reafoners have been fo
mifled by twenty years mifmanagement, that they
have forgot our conftitution, and talk as if eur
fnonarchy and revolution began together. But the
body of the people is wifer; and by the choice they
have made, thew they do underfiand our cenftitu-

€ 2 tiom,
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tion, and would bring it back to the old form ;
which if the new minifters take care to maintain,
they will and ought to {tand ; etherwife they may
fall like theiv predeceflors  But, I think, we may
eafily forefec what a parliament, freely chofen,
without threatening or corruption, is likely to do,
when no man fhall be in any danger to lofe his
place by the freedom of his woice.

But who are thofe advancers of this opinion,
that the prefent miniftry cannot hold 2 It muft be
cither fuch as are afraid to be called to an aecount,
in cafe it thould hold : or thofe who keep offices,
from which others, better qualified, were removed,
and may reafonably apprehend to be turned out
for worthier men to come into: their places ; fince
perhaps it will be neeeflary to make fome changes,
that the public bufinefs of the nation may go on :
or, laftly, fockjebbers, who induftriouily {pread
fuch reports, that altions may fall, and theiv friends
buy to advantage.

Yet thefe Lopes, thus freely exprefled, as they
are more {incere, {0 they are more fupportable,
than when they appear under the difguife and pre-
tence of fears. Some of thefe gentlemen are em-
ployed to fhake their heads in proper companies 3
to doubt where all this will end ; to be in mighty
pain for the nation ; to thew how impoflible it is,
that the public credic can be fupported ; to pray
that all may do well in whatever hands; but very
much to doubt that the pretender is at the bottom.,
I know not any thing {o nearly refembling this be-
haviour, as what I have often feen among the
friends of a fick man, whofe intereft it is that he
fhould die. 'The phyficians proteft they fee no
danger, the fymptoms are good, the medicines an-
{wer expetation ; yet fiill they are not to be com-
forted ; they whifper, he is a gone man, it is not
poflible he fhould hold out; he hath perfect death
in his face ; they never liked his doétor. At laft,

the
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the patient recovers, and their joy is as falfz as their
grief. _

I believe there is no man fo fanguine, who did
not apprehend fome ill confequences from the late
change; theugh not in any proportien to the good:
ones : but it is manifeft, the former have proved
much fewer and lighter than were expected, either
at home or abroad, by the fears of our friends, or
the hopes of our encmies. Thofe remedies that
ftir the humours in a difeafed body, are at firft
more painful than the malady itfelf ; yet certain
death is the confequence of deferring them too
long. Adtions have fallen, and the loans are faid
to come in flowly. But befides that, fomething of
this muft have been whether there had been any
change or no: befides that the furprife of every
change, for the better as well as the worfe, is apt
to affect credit for a while; there is a farther rea-
fon, which is plain and fcandalous. When the late
party was at the helm, thofe who were called the
Tories, never put their refentments in balance with:
the fafety of the nation : but chearfully contribut-
ed to the common caufe ; now the fcene is chang-
ed, the fallen party feems to act from very differ-
ent motives ; they have given the word about ; they
will keep their money, and be paflive; and in this
point ftand upon the fame foot with Papifts and
Nonjurors.  'What would have become of the pub-
lic, if the prefent great majority had aéted thus
during the late adminiftration, before the others
were mafters of that wealth they have fqueezed out
of the landed men, and with the ftrength of which
they would now hold the kingdom at defiance?

Thus much I have thought to fay, without point-
ing refleCtions upon any particular perfon, which I
have hitherto but fparingly done, and that only to-
wards thofe whofe characters are too profligate,
that the managing of them fhould be of any con-
fequence. Befides, as it is a talent I am not natu-

rally
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rally fond of; fo, in the fubjects I treat it is genes
rally needlefs., If I difplay the effeéts of avarice
and ambition, of bribery and corruption, of grofs
immorality and irreligion ; thofe who are the leaft
converfant in things, will eafily know where to ap-
ply them. Not that I lay any weight upon the ob-
Jections of fuch who charge me with this proceed-
ing : it is notorious enough, that the writers of the
other fide were the firft agreflors. Not to mention
their fcurrilous libels, many years ago, direétly le-
velled at particular perfons ; how many papers do
now come out every week, full of rude inveétives
againft the prefent miniftry, with the firft and laft
letters of their names to prevent miftakes? It is
good fometimes to let thefe people fee, that we
neither want {pirit nor materials to retaliate ; and
therefore, in this point alone, I thall follow their
example, whenever I find myfelf {ufficiently pro-
voked ; only with one addition, that whatever
charges I bring, either general or particular, fhall
be religioufly true, founded either upon avowed
facts, which none can deny, or fuch as I can prove
from my own knowledge.

Being refolved publicly to confefs any miftakes I
have been guilty of, I do hereby humbly defire the
reader’s pardon for one of mighty importance, a-
bout a faét in one of my papers, {aid to be done in
the cathedral of Glouceftéer. A whole hydra of
errors in two words ! For, as I am fince informed,
it was neither in the cathedral, nor city, nor coun-
ty of Gloucefter, but fome other church of that
diocefe. If I had ever met any other objeftion of
equal weight, although from the meaneft hands, I
ibould certainly have anfwered it.
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’ -~ ~ ~ 9 1 ~ N \
Auwrbapsvol Tive Gruxh, TO piv chumay iwi TE Th OUVLSE,

% xdle T6Y ixfeay cviporay.

Summiffa quadam voce collocuti funt, quorum fumma
erat de deminatione fibi confirmanda, ac inimicis
delendis, conjuratio.

NOT many days ago I obferved a knot of difcon-
tented gentlemen, curfing the Zories to hell for
their uncharitablenefs in affirming, that, if the late
miniftry had continued to this time, we thould have
had neither church nor monarchy left. They are
ufually fo candid, as to call that the opinion of the
party, which they hear in a coffee-houfe, or over a
bottle, from fome warm young people, whom it is
odds but they have provoked to {fay more than they
believed, by fome pofitions as abfurd and ridicu-
lous of their own. And {o it proved in this very
inftance : for, afking one of thefe gentlemen what
it was that provoked thofe he had been difputing
with, to advance fuch a paradox ; he affured me
in a very calm manner, it was nothing in the world
but that himfelf and fome others of the company
had made it appear, that the defign of the prefent
parliament and miniftry was to bring in Popery, ar-
bitrary power, and the prefender: which I take to
be an opinion fifty times more improbable, as well
as more uncharitable, than what is charged upon
the Whigs : becaufe I defy our adverfaries to pro-
duce one fingle reafon for fufpeéiing fuch defigns
in the perfons now at the helm; whereas I can,
upon
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upon demand, produce twenty to {hew, that fome
lare men had firong views towards a commonwealth,
and the alteration of the church.

It is natural indeed, when a ftorm is over, that
hath only untiled our houfes and blown down
fome of our chimneys, to confider what farther
mifchiefs might have enfued, if it had lafted long-
er. However, in the prefent cafe Iam mot of the
opinion above mentioned, 1 believe the church
and ftate might thave lafted fomewbat longer, al-
though the late enemies to both had done their
worft. I can hardly conceive, how things would
have been foon ripe for a new revelution. I am
convinced, that if they had offered to make fuch
large and fudden ftrides, it muit have come to
Blows ; and, according to the computation we have
now reafon to think a right one, I can partly guefs
what would have been the iffue. Befides, we are
fure the Queen would have interpofed, before they
came to extremities; and as litde as they regarded
the regal authority, would have been ‘a check in
their career.

But, inftead of this queftion, what would have
been the confequence, if the late minifiry had con-
tinued ? I will propofe another, which willbe more
wufeful for us to confider; and that is, #What we may
reafonably exped® they will do, if ever they came into
power again ? This, we know, is the defign and
endeavour of all thofe feribblers which daily fly a-
bout in their favour; of all the falfe, infolent, and
frandalous libels againft the prefent adminiftration;
and of all thofe engines fet at work to fink the ac-

isns, and blow up the public credit. As for thofe

svho fhew their inclinations by writing, there is one
confideration, which I wonder doth not fometimes
affet them : for how can they forbear having a
good opinion of the gentlenefs and innocence of
thofe who permit them to employ their pens as they
do? It puts me in mind of aminfolent, pragmatical
orator
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orator fomewhere in Greece, who, railing with
great freedom at the chief men in the ftate, was
anfwered by one who had been very inftrumental
in recovering the liberty of the city, that be thanked
the gods, they bad now arrived to the condition be al-
ways wifbed them in, when every man in that city
might fecurely [ay what he pleafed. 1 with thefe gen-
flemen would however compare the liberty they
take, with what their mafters ufed to give ; how
many meflengers and warrants would have gone
out againft any, who durft have opened their lips,
or drawn their pens, againft the perfons and pro-
ceedings of their juntos and cabals # How would
their weekly writers have been calling out for pro-
fecution and puniftment 2 We remember, when a
poor nickname *, borrowed from an old play of
Ben Johnfon, and mentioned in a fermon without
any particular application, was made ufe of asa
motive to {pur on an impeachment. But after all
it muft be confefied, they had reafons to be thus
fevere, which their fucceflors have not : Their
faults would never endure the light; and to have
expofed them fooner, would have raifed the king-
dom againft the adtors, before the proper time.
But to come to the fubjeét I have now underta-
ken, which is to examine what the confequences
would be, upon fuppofition that the #higs were
now reftored to their power : I already imagine the
prefent free parliament diffolved, and another of a
different epithet met by the force of money and
management. I read immediately a dozen or two
ftinging votes againit the proceedings of the late
miniftry. The bill + now to be repealed would
then be re-enadted, and the birth-right of an Eng-
lithman reduced again to the value of twelve pence.
But to give the reader a ftronger imagination of

* Volpone wasa nickname given to Lord Treafurer Gudolphin,

4 A Lill ior a general naturalization,

Nier,, 11T, D fuch
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fuch a fcene, let me reprefent the defigns of fome
men, lately endeavoured and projeted, in the
form of a paper of votes.

-

-
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¢ Ordered,
¢ That a bill be brought in for repealing the fa-
cramental teff. ;
¢ A petition. of Tindal, Collins, Clendon,
Coward, .and Toland, in behalf of themfelves
and many hundreds of their difciples, {fome of
whom are members of this honourable houfe;
defiring that leave may be given to bring in a bill
for qualifying Atheifts, Deyls, and Socinians to
{erve their country in any employment, ecclefia-
ftical, civil; or military,

¢ Ordered,
‘¢ That leave be given to bring in a bill accor-
ding to the prayer of the faid petition ; and
that Mr. Lechmere * do prepare and bring in
the fame,

¢ Ordered, _
¢ That a bill be brought in for removing the
education of youth out of the hands of the cler-

gy.

¢ Another to forbid the clergy preaching cer-
tain duties in religion; efpecially cbedience to
princes.

¢ Another to take away the jurifdi&tion of bi-
thops.

¢ Another for conftituting a general for /ife;
with infiruftigns to the commitree, that care
may be taken to make the war laft as long as the
life of the faid general, !

¢ A bill of atrainder againft James Duke of Or-
mond, John Duke of Buckinham, Laurence
Earl of Rochefter, Sir Simen Harecurt, Kat.

¥ Mr. Lechmere was one of the managers againft Dr., Sacheverel,

and (ummed vp the evidence,

‘¢ Robert
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Robert Harley and William Shippen, Efquires,
Abigail Matham, {pinfter, and others, forhigh
treafon againft the junto,

¢ Refolved,
¢¢ That Sarah Duchefs of Marlberough hath been
a moft dutiful, juft, and grateful fervant to her
Majefty.

g Rej&fved,
¢ 'That to advife the diffolution of a Whig par-
liament, or the removal of a #hig miniltry,
was in order to bring in Pagpery and the pretend-
er; and that the faid advice was high treafon.

¢ Refolved,
¢ That, by the original eompaél, the govern-
ment of this realm is by a junte, and a King, or
Queen ; but the adminytration {olely-in the jun-
o,

¢ Ordered,
¢ That a bill be brought in for farther limitin
the prerogative.

“ Ordered,
¢ That it be a ftanding order of this houfe, that

o
o

¢ the merit of elections be not determined by the

number of voices, or right of cleftors, but by
weight ; and that one W%ig fhall weigh down
ten Tories,

¢ A motion being made, and the queftion being
put, that when a Whig is deteCted of manifeit
bribery, and his competitor, being a Zory, hath

¢ ten to one a majority, there fhall be a new elec-

tion ; it pafled in the negative,
 Refolved,
¢ That for a.-King or Qleen of this realm to

“.read or examine a paper brought them to be

figned by a junic minifter, is arbitrary and ille-

¢ gal, and a violation of the liberties of the peo-

ple.

Thefe, and the like reformations, would in all
D 2 probability
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probability be the firft-fruits of the Whigs refurrec-
tion 3 and what ftruétures fuch able artifts might
in afhort time build upon fuch foundations, I
leave others to conjecture. All hopes of a peace
cut off; the nation induftrioufly involved in farther
debts, to a degree that none would dare undertake
the management of affairs, but thofe whofe intereft
lay in ruining the conftitution. I do not fee, how
the wifeft prifice under fuch neceffities could be a-
ble to extricate himfelf. Then as to the church;
the bithops would by degreesbe difmifled, firft from
the parliament, next from their revenues, and at
laft from their office; and the clergy, inftead of
their idle claim of ind.pendency on the ftate, would
be forced to depend for their daily bread on cvery
individual. But what {yftem of future government
was defigned ; whether it were already digefted, or
would have been left for time and incidents
to mature, I fhall not now examine. Only upon
this occafion I cannot help refleting on a fat,
which it is probable the reader knows as well as
myfelf, There was a pifture drawn fome time ago,
reprefenting five perfons as large as the life, fitting
in council together, like a pentarchy ; a void {pace
was left for a fixth, which was to have been the
Queen, to whom they intended that honour : but
her Majefty having fince fallen under their difplea-
fure, they have made a fhift to croud in two better
frzc.'zd.r, in her place, which makes it a complete
‘heptarchy *,  This plecc is now in the country, re-
ferved untrl better times ; and hangs in a hall a-
mong the pi¢tures of Cromwell, Bradfhaw, Ire-
ton, “and fome other pud{,ccﬁou

I muft now defire leave to fay fomething to a
gentleman, who hath been pleal fed to publifh a dif-
courfe againft a paper of mine relating to the con-

the ferient with feven heads, mentioned in

vocation,
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vocation. He promifeth to ¢ fet me right u‘it’mut
¢ any undue I‘Eﬂ“&lﬁ'ls, or indecent langu age,” I
iw)').)ic he means, in complrlion with others, who
pr etend to anfwer the Examiner, So far he is right;
but if he thinks he hath behaved himfelf as becomes
a candid antagonift, I believe he is miftaken, He
fays in his title-page, my nprq’e tations are wzf iy
and my reflections unjuft : and his conclufion is yet
more fevere ; where he ¢ doubts I and my friends
¢ are enraged againft the Dutch, becaufe they pre-
¢ {erved us from Popery and arbitrary power at
¢ the revolution ; and fince that time from being
“ gver-run by tHc exorbitant power of 1 rance. and
“ becoming a prey to the Pretender. Becaufe
this author feems in general to write with an honeft
meaning, I would ferioufly put to him the qm.:'.‘cn
whether he thinks, ¢ I and my friends are for
“ Popery, arbitrary power, France, and the pre-
¢ tender ?” I omit other inftances of {maller mo-
ment, which however do not fuit in my opinion
with due reflection, or decent language, The factre-
lating to the convocation came from a good hand ;
and I do not find this author differs from me in any
material circumftance about it. My refleCtions
were no more, than what might be cbvious to any
other gentleman, who had heard of their late pro-
ceedings. If the notion be right, which this author
gives us of a lower houfe of convocation ; it is a
very melancholy one, and to me {eems utterly in-
confiftent with that of a body of men whom he
owns to have a negative: and therefore, fince a
great lTl’lJOrltY of the clergy differ from hzm in fe-
veral pomts he advances, I fhall rather chufe to be
of their opinion than his. I fancy, when the
whole [ynod met in one houfe, as this writer affirms,
they were upon a better foot with their bifhops ;
and therefore, whether this treatment, o extreme-
ly de haut en bas, fince their exclufion be funitable to
primitive cu uftom or primitive humility towards bre-
thien,
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thren, is not my bufinefs to inquire. One may al-
low the divine, or afoftolic right of Epifcopacy,
and its great {uperiority over prefbyters; and yet
difpute the methods of exercifing the latter, which,
being of human inftitution, are fubject to incroach-
ments and ufurpations. Iknow every clergyman
in a diocefe hatha great deal of dependence upon
his bifhop, and owes him canonical obedience ; but
I was apt to think, that when the whole reprefen-
tative of the clergy met in a fynod, they were con-
fidered in another light ; at leaft fince they are al-
lowed to have a negative. If I am miftaken, T de-
fire to be excufed, as talking out of my trade; only
there is one thing wherein I entirely differ from
this author: fince in the difputes about privileges
ene fide myjt recedz ; wherefo very few privileges re-
main, it is a hundred to one odds, that the in-
croachments are not on the inferior clergy’s fide;
and no man can blame them for infifting on the
fmall number that is left. There isone fac where-
in I muft take occafion to fet this author right ;
that the perfon * who firft moved the Queen to re-
mit the firft-fruits and tenths to the clergy, was an
““ eminent inftrument in ‘the late turn of affairs ;*
and, as Iam told, hath lately prevailed to have the
fame favour granted for the clergy of Ireland +.

But I muft beg leave to inform this author, that
my paper is not intended for ‘the management of
controverfy ; which would be of very little import
to moft readers, and only mifpend time that I would
gladly employ to bstter purpofes. For where it is
a man’s bulinefs to entertain a whole roomful, it
is unmannerly to apply himfelf to a particular per-
fon, -and turn his back upon the réft ‘of the com-
pany.

* Eari-of Oxford, Loed Traa furer.

T Thais was done by the author's folicitation, See his letters to
Archbithop King,
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Ea autem ¢ff gloria, laus réfle faflorum, magnorum-
que in rempublicam meritorum : qua cum optimi cu-
Jufque, tum etiam multitudinis, t:fiimonio compre-
oatur.

AM thinking, what a mighty advantage 1t is to

be entertained as a writer to a ruined caufe. 1
remember a fanatic preacher, who was inclined to
come into the church, and take orders; but upon
mature thoughts was diverted from that defign,
when he confidered that the collections of the godly
were 2 much heartier and readier penny, than he
could get by wrangling with tithes. He certainly
had reafon ; and the two cafes are parallel. Ifyou
write in defence of a fallen party, you are main-
tained by contribution, as a neceflary perfon : you
have little more to do than to carp and cavil at
thofe who hold the pen on the other fide : you are
fure to be celebrated and careffed by all your par-
ty, t0 aman: you may affirm and deny what you
pleafe without truth or probability, fince it is but
lofs of time to contradiét you. Befides, commifira-
tion is often on your fide ; and you have a pretence
to be thought honeft and difinterefted for adhering
to friends in diftrefs : after which, if your friends
ever happen to turn up ageain, you have a firong
fund of merit towards making your fortune. Then
you never fail to be well furnithed with materials ;
every one bringing in his gusta; and falfchood be-
ing naturally more plentiful than truth: not to
mention the wonderful delight of libelling men in
power,
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power, and hugging yourfelf in a corner with
mighty fatisfaction for what you have done.

It is quite otherwife with us, who engage as vo-
lunteers in the fervice of a flourifhing miniftry, in
full credit with the Queen, and beloved by the peo-
ple ; becaufe they have no finifter ends or danger-
ous defigns ; but purfue with fteadinefs and refolu-
tion the true intereft of both. Upon which account
they little want, or defire, our affiftance; and we
may write till the world is weary of reading, with-
out having our pretences allowed either to a place,
or a penfion: befides, we are refufed the common
benefit of the party, to have our works cried up of
courfe; the readers of our fide being as ungentle,
and hard to pleafe, as if we writ againft them : and
our papers never make their way in the world, but
barely in proportion to their merit. The defign
of their labours, who write on the conquered fide,
is likewife of greater importance than ours : They
are like cordials for dying men, which muft be re-
peated ; whereas ours are, in the fcripture-phrafe,
but meat for babes : at leaft, all I can pretend, isto
undeceive the ignorant, and thofe at a diftance ;
but their tafk is to keep up the finking fpirits of 2
whole party.

After ‘fuch refleftions, I cannot be angry with
thofe gentlemen for perpetually writing againft me;
it furnifhes them largely with topics; and is befides
their proper bufinefs: neither is it affeltation, or
altogether feorn, that I do notreply. DBut as things
are, we both aét fuitable to our feveral provinces =
mine is by laying open fome corruptions in the late
management, to fct thofe who are ignorant, fight
in their opinions of perfons and things : it is theirs
to cover with fiz-leaves all the faults of their
friends, as well as they can. 'When I have produ-
ced my faéts, and offered my arguments, I have
nothing farther to advance ; it is their cffice to de-

ny, and difprove ; and then let the world decide.
If
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If [were as they, my chief endeavour fhould certainly
be to batter down the Examiner : therefore I cannot
but approve their defign. Befides, they have indeed
another reafon for barking inceffantly at this pa-
per : they have in their prints openly taxed a moft
ingenious perfon, as author of it; one who is in
great, and very deferved, reputation with the
world, both on account of his poetical works, and
his talents for public bufinefs. They were wife e-
rmough to confider, what a {anétion it would give
their performances, to fall under the animadverfion
of fuch a pen; and therefore ufed all the forms of
provocation commonly practifed by little obfcure
pedants, who are fond of diftinguithing themfelves
by the fame of an adverfary. So nice a tafte have
thefe judicious ecritics in pretending to difcover an
author by his ftyle and manner of thinking! not to
mention the juftice and candour of exhaufting all
the ftale topics of {currility in reviling a paper, and
then flinging at a venture the whole load upon one
who is entirely innocent; and whofe greateft faule
perhaps is too much gentlenefs towards a party,
from whofe /leaders he hath received quite contrary
treatment,

The concern I have for the eafe and reputation
of {o deferving a gentleman, hath at length forced
me, much againft my intereft and inclination, to
Iet thefe angry people know, who is nof the author
of the Examiner. For I obferved the opinion be-
gan to fpread ; and I chofe rather to facrifice the
honour I reccived by it, than let the injudicious
people intitle him to a performance, that perhaps
he might have reafon to be athamed of : fll faith-
fully promifing never to difturb thofe worthy advo-
cates ; but fuffer them in quiet to roar on at the
- Examiner, if they or their party find any eafe in it;
as phyficians fay there is to people in torment, fuch
as men in the gout, or women in labour,

However, I muft acknowledge myfelf indebted

Veour, III, E to
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to them for one hint, which I fhall now purfue,
although in a different manner, Since the fall of
the latc miniftry I have feen many papersfilled with
their encomiums; I concéive, in imitation of thofe
who write the lives of famous men, where after
their deaths immediately follow their characters.
When I faw the poor virtues thus dealt at random,
I thought the difpofers had flung their names, like
valentines, into a hat to be drawn, as fortune plea-
fed, by the junto and their friends. Their Craflus
dvew Liberality and Gratitude; Fulvia, Humility
and Gentlensfs ; Clodius, Piety and Fuffice; Grac-
chus, Loyalty to his prince; Cinna, Love of his
country and conflitution 5 and {o of the reft. Or, to’
quit this allegory, Ihave often feen of late the whole
fet of difcarded ftatefmen celebrated: by their judi-
cious hirelings for thofe very qualities which their
admireérs owned they chiefly wanted, Did thefe
heroes put off and lock up their virtues when they
came into employment ; and have they now refum-
ed them fince their difmiffions? If they wore them,
[ am fure it wasunder their greatnefs, and without
ever once convineing the tvorld of their viftility or
influcnce.

But why fhould not the prefént miniftry find a
pen to praife them, as well as the laft? This is
what I fhall now undertake; and it may be more’
impartial in me, from whom they have deferved fo
little, T have,, without being called, ferved them:
halt a year in quality of champion; and, by help of
the Queen, and a majority of nine inteh of the
kingdom, have been able to protect them againft a
routed cabal of hated politians, with a dozen of
{cribblers at their head : Yet fo-far have they been
from rewarding me fuitable to my deferts, that to
this day they never fo much as fent to the printer
to enquire who I was ; although I have known a
time and miniftry, wherea perfon of half my merit
ind confideration would have had fifty promifes s

and,
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and, in the mean time, a penfion {ettled on him,
whereof the fir guarter fhould be honefily paid.
Therefore, my refentments fhall fo far prevail,
that in praifing thofe who are now at the head of
affairs, I fhall at the {ame time take notice of their
defefts. 'Was any man more eminent’ in his pro-
feffion than the prefent Lord Keeper * or more
diftinguithed by his eloquence and great abilities in
the Houfe of Commons ? And will not his enemies
allow him to be fully equal to the great {tation he
now adorns? But then it muft be granted, that he
is wholly ignorant in the {peculative, as well as
practical part of polygamy ; he knows not how to
m;tamorphoﬂ a fober man into a /unatic: He is no
freethinker in religion, nor hath courage to be pa-
tron of an 'nhm{hcd book, while he is gnardian of
the Queen’s confcience. Although after all,
fpeak my private opinion, I cannet think thr:fc
fuch mighty objetions to his charafter, as fome
would pretend,

The perfon who now prefides at the council 4,
is defcended from a great and honourable father,
not frem the dregs of the pesple 5 he was atthe head
of the treafury fome years, and rather ‘chofe to
enrich his prince than himfelf, In the height of
favour and credit, he facrificed the greateft'em-
ployment in the kingdom to his confeicice and lo-
nour ; he hath always been firm in his loyalty and
religion, zealous for fupporting the prerogative of
the crown, and preferving the liberties of the
people. But then his beft friends muft own, that
ke is neither Deiff nor Socinian ; he hath never con-
verfed with Toland to open and enlarge his
thoughts, and difpel the prejudices of education;

* Sir Simon Harcourt, afterwards Lord Harcourt, was made Legd
Keeper upon the refignation of Lord Chancellor Cowper.

1 Laurence Hyde, late Eirl of Rochefter, in the room of Lord
Sgmers.

E ‘2 ner
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nor was he ever able to arrive at that perfection of
gallantry, to ruin and imprifon the husband, in order
70 keep the wife without diffurbance,

The prefent Lord Steward * hath been always
diftinguifhed for his wit and knowledge ; is of con-
fummate wifdom and experience in affairs; hath
continued conftant to the true intereft of the na-
tion, which he efpoufed from the beginning ; and
is every way qualified to fupport the dignity of his
office ; but in point of eratory, muft give place to
his predecefior.

The Duke of Shrewfbury + was highly inftru-
mental in bringing about the rewolution, in which
{ervice he freely expofed his life and fortune, He
hath ever been the favourite of the nation, being
poflefled of all the amiable qualities that can ac-
complith a great man; but in the agreeablenefs
and fragrancy of his perfon, and the profound-
nefs of his politics, muft be allowed to fall very
thort of :

Mr. Harley 1 had the honour of being chefen
Speaker fucceflively to three parliaments. He was
the firft of late years, who ventured to reftore the
forgotten cuftom of treating his prince with duty
and refpec? ; eafy and difengaged in private conver-
fation with fuch a weight of atfairs upon his thoul-
ders; of great learning, and as great a favourer
and protector of it; intrepid by nature, as well as
by the confcioufnefs of his own integrity ; and a
defpirer of money; purfuing the true intereft of
his prince and country againft all obftacles : faga-
cious to view into the remoteft confequences of
things, by which all difficulties fly before him; a
firm friend, and a placable enemy ; facrificing his

* The Duke of Buckingham and Normanby, in the room of the
Duke of Devonthire,

1 Lord Chamberlain, in the room of the Marquis of Kent,

I Chancellor of the Exchequer upon the removal of Lord Go-

dolpbin,
julteft
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jufteft refentments, not only to public good, but to
common interceflion’ and acknowledgment. Yet
with all thefe virtues, it muft be granted, there is
fome mixture of human infirmity, His greateft
admirers muft confefs his {kill at cards and dice to
be very low and fuperficial; in horfe-racing he is
utterly ignorant ; then to fave a few millions to the
public, he never regards how many worthy cizizens
he hinders from making up their plumb*. And
furely there is one thing never to be forgiven him ;
that he delights to have his table filled with black
coats, whom he ufeth as if they were gentlemen.

My Lord Dartmouth + isa man of letters, full
of good fenfe, good nature, and honour; of firict
virtue and regularity in his life ; but labours under
one great defect, that he treats his clerks with more
civility and good manners , than others in his fta-
tion have done the Queen.

Omitting {fome others, I fhall clofe this character
of the prefent miniffry with that of Mr. St. John {,
who, from his youth, applying thofe admirable ta-
lents of nature and improvements of art to public
bufinefs, grew eminent in court and parliament, at
an age when the generality of mankind is employ-
ed in trifles and folly. It is to be lamented, that
he hath not yet procured himfelf a bufy, important
countenance; nor learned that profound part of
wifdom, to be difficult of accefs. Befides, he hath
clearly miftaken the true ufe of books, which he
hath thumbed and fpoiled with reading, when he
ought to have multplied them on his thelves; not
like a great man of my acquaintance, who knewa
book by the back better than a friend by the face;

* A cant word in England for 100,000 1.

*+ He fucceeded the Earl of as Secretary of State.
I Sccretary of State in the r Henry He was
afterwards created Lord Vifcount Bolingbroke,
although
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although he had never converfed with the former,
and often with the latrer,

BN BN AN NN
Ne 27, Thurfday, February 8. 1710,

Caput eff in omni procuratione nogotii gt muneris pub+
liciy ut avaritie pellatur etiam minima fufpicios

Here is no vice which mankind carries to fuch
wild extremes as that of agvarice. 'Thofe two
which feem to rival it in this point, are luft and
ambition ; but the former is checked by difficul-
ties and difeafes, deftroys itfelf by its own purfuits,
and ufually declines with old ages; and the latter
requiring courage, conduét, and fortune in' a
higher degree, and meeting with a thoufand dan-
gers and oppofitions, fucceeds too feldom in an
age to fall under common obfervation. Or, ava-
rice is perhaps the fame paflion with ambition; on-
Iy placed in more ignoble and daftardly minds, by
which the object is changed from power to money.
Or it may be that one man purfues power in order
to wealth ; and another wealth in order to power ;
which laft is the {afer way, although longer about ;
and, fuiting with every period, as wetl as condmon
of life, is more generally followed.

However it be, the extremes of this paffion arg-
certainly more frequent than of any other; and
often to a degree {o gbfurd and ridiculous, that if
it were not for their frequency, they could hardly
obtain belief. The fage, which carries other fol-
lies and vices beyond pature and probability, falls
very fhort in the reprefentations of awarice; nor
are there any extravagancies in this kind defcribed
by ancient or modern comedies, which are not

outdone
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outdone by an hundred inftances, commonly told
among ourfelve

I am ready to conclude from hence, that a vice
which keeps io firm a hold upon human nature,and
governs it with {o unlimited a tyranny, fince it can-
not wholly be eradicated ought at leaft to be con-
fined to particular objects ; to thrift and penury,
to private fraud and e}.Loruun, and never {uffered
to prey upon the public ; and fhould certainly be
rejected as the moft unqualifying circumitance for
any employment, where bribery and corruption can
pofiibly enter.

If the mifchiefs of this vice in a public ftation
were confined to enriching only thefe particular
perfons employed, the evil would be more fup-
portable ; but it is ufually quite otherwife. When
a ffeward defrands his lord, he muft connive at the
reft of the [ervants, while they are following the
fame practice in their feveral ";l.:r;s ) fo that, in
fome families you may obferve a fubordmation of
flaves in a link downards to the very helper in the
ftables, all cheating by concert, and with impu-
nity. And even if this were :a';i, perhaps the ma-
fter could bear it mfhuut being undone ; but it fo
happens, that for every u...:‘.-' the {ervant gets by
his iniquity, the mafter lofeth twenty ; the pergnis
fites of fervants being but {mall comp ofitions for
fuffering ﬂlopkupcrb to bring in what bills they
pleafe. Itisexaftly the fame thing in a fiate: an
avaricious man in office is in confederacy with the
whole clan of his d'fr':& or L‘r‘ﬂ"lell‘\,h'C-:‘. \\'hz-ch,
in modern terms of art is cal 1. d 2o live and let lrves
and yet their gains are the fo 7> HL pub-
licslofs. Give a guinea to a
and he thall connive at the merchant for chs
the Queen of an hundred. A re i
to have the privilege of felling
but the fraud is an hundred tm
bribe, and the public is at the whole lofs.
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Moralifts make two kinds of avarice; that of
Catiline, alieni appetens, [ui profufus; and the other
more generally unerftood by that name, which is
the endlefs defire of hoarding, DutI take the for-
mer to be more dangerous in a ftate, becaufe it
mingles with ambitition, which I think the latter
cannot; for although the fame breaft may be cap-
able of admitting both, it is not able to cultivate
them ; and where the love of heaping wealth pre-
vails, there is not, in my opinion, much to be ap-
prehended from ambition. The difgrace of that
fordid vice is fooner apt to {pread than any other;
and is always attended with the hatred and fcorn of
the people : fo that whenever thofe two paffions
happen to meet in the fame fubjeét, it is not un-
likely that Providence hath placed avarice to be a
check upon ambition; and I have reafon to think,
Jome great minifters of ftate have been of my opi=
nion,

"The divine authority of holy writ, the precepts of
philofophers, the lathes and ridicule of fatirical
poets, have been all employed in exploding this in-
fatiable thirft of moncy ; and all equally controlled
by the daily pratice of mankind. Nothing now
remains to be faid upon the occafion ; and if there
did, I muft remember my charadter, that I am an
examiner only and not a reformer.

However, in thofe cafes where the frailties of
particular men do nearly affeét the public welfare,
fuch as a prime minifter of ftate, or a great general
of an army ; methinks there thould be fome expe-
dient contrived tolet them know impartially, what
is the world’s opinion in the point. Encompafled
with a croud of depending flatterers, they are many
degrees blinder to their own faults, than the com-
mon infirmities of human nature can plead in their
excufe. Advice dares not to be offered, or is
wholly loft, or returned with hatred ; and what-
ever appears in public againft their prevailing vicey

goes
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goes for nothing ; being either notapplied, or pal
fing only for libel and flander, proceeding from the
malice and envy of party,

I have fometimes thought, that if I had lived at
Rome in the time of the firft Zriumvirate, 1 thould
have been tempted to write a letter, as from an
unknown hand, to thofe three great men who had
then ufurped the fovereign power; wherein I would
freely and fincerely tell each of them that faule
which I conceived was moft odious, and of worft
confequence to the commonwealth., That to Craf-
fus thould have been fent to him after his conquefs
in Mefopotamia, and in the following terms.

“ To Marcus Crassus, health,

Ll IF you apply, as you ought, what I now write,

you will be more obliged to me than to all the
world, hardly excepting your parents or your
country. Iintend to tell you, without difguife
¢ or prejudice, the opinion which the world hath
entertained of you; and to let you fee, I write
this without any fort of ill-will, you fhall firft
hear the fentiments they have to your advan-
¢ tage. No man difputes the gracefulnefs of your
perfon, you are allowed to have a good and ~
clear underftanding, cultvated by the know-
ledge of men and manners, although not by li-
terature ; you are no ill orator in the fenate;
you are faid to excel in the art of bridling and
fubduing your anger, and ftifling or concealing
your refentments ; you have beena moft fuc-
cefsful general, of long experience, great con-
duét, and much perfonal courage ; you have
gained many important vitories for the com-
monwealth, and forced the firongeft towns in
Mefopotamia to f{urrender, for which frequent
fupplications have been decreed by the fenate,
¢ Yet with all thefe qualities, and this merit, give
Vour.IIl. F Einc

-
-
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““ me leave to fay, you are neither beloved by the
““ patricians nor plebeians ac home, nor by the offi-
‘“ cers or private foldiers of your own army a-
“ broad. Anddo you know, Craffus, that thisis
owing to a faule, of which you may cure your-
“ felf by onc minute’s reflection? What fhall E
“ fay ? You are the richeft perfon in the common-
“ wealth ; you have no male child : your daugh-
“ ters-are all married to wealthy patricians ; you
“ are far in the decline of life, and yet you are
¢ deeply ftained with tizat odious and ignoble vice
“ of covetoufnefs. It is affirmed, that you defcend
“ even to the meaneft and moit fcandalous degrees
“ ofit; and while you poflefs. fo many millions,
““ while you are daily acquiring fo many more, you
¢ arefolicitous how to fave afingle fzfferce ; of which
* an hundred ignominious inftances are produced,
“ and in all mens mouths, I will only mention
 that paflage of the buffins *, whicl, after abun-
“ dance of perfuafion, you would hardly fuffer. to
“ be cut from your legs, when they were fo wet
“ and cold, that to havekept them on would have
““ endangered your life. :
“ Inftead of ufing the common arguments to!
‘ difiuade you from this weaknefs, I will endea-'
““ vour to convince, that you are really guilty of
“it; and leave the cure to your own good fenfe,’
¢ for perhaps you are not yet perfuaded that this'
‘“ is your crime; vou have probably never yet
“ been reproached for. it to your face'; and what' .
 you are now told comes from oneunknewn, and
¢ it may be from an enemy. You will allow your=
“ fclf indeed to be prudent in the management of”
‘¢ your fortune ; you arenot a prodigal, like Clo-
¢ dius, or Catiline; but furely that deferves not’
“ the name of avarice. 1 will inform you how to
*“ be convinced. Difguife your perfon, go among

L]

* Wet ftockings.
(7
the




Ne 7. THE EXAMINER. 3

111
€

‘

13

{1

(13
113
114

ik

the common people in Rome introduce difcour-
fes about yourfelf, inquire your own charadter :
do the {fame in your camp; walk about it in the
evening, hearken at every tent ; and if you do
not hear every mouth cenfuring, lamenting,
curfing this vice in you, and even you for this
vice, conclude yourfelf innocent, If you be not
yet perfuaded, fend for Atticus, Servius Sulpi-
cius, Cato, or Brutus; they are all your friends;
conjure them to tell you ingenuouily, which is
your great fault, and which they would chiefly
with you to correct; if they do not agree in their
verdict, in the name of all the gods, yon are ac-
quitted.
¢ When your adverfaries refle¢t how far you are
gone in this vice, they are tempted to talk as if
we owed our f{uccefles, not to your courage or
conduct, but to thofe veferan toops you com-
mand ; who are able to conquer under any gene-
ral, with fo many brave and experienced oflicers
to lead them, Befides, we know the confequen«
ces your avarice hath often occafioned. The
foldier hath been ftarving for bread, furrounded
with plenty, and in an enemy’s country ; but all
under fafeguards and contributions ; which, if you
had fometimes pleafed to have exchanged for
provifions, might, at the expenfe of a few talents
in a campaign, have fo endeared you to the ar-
my, that they would have defired you to lead
them to the utmoft limits of Afia. But you ra-
ther chofe to confine your conquefts within the
fruitful country of Mefopotamia, where plenty
of money might be raifed. How far that fatal
greedinefs of gold may have influenced you in
breaking off’ the treaty with the old Parthian
King Orodes, you beft can tell; your enemies
charge you with it ; your friends offer nothing
material in your defence ; and 2ll agree, there is
F 2 “ nothing
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¢ nothing fo pernicious, which the extremes of a-

¢ varice may not be able to infpire.

¢ The moment you quit this vice, you will be a
truly great man ; and ftill there will imperfec-
tions enough remain to convince us, you are not
“ a god, TFavewell.”

L3

(1

Perhaps a letter-of this nature, fent to fo reafon-
able 2 man as Craflus, might have put him upon
examining into himfelf, and correcting that lictle
fordid appetite fo utterly inconfiftent with all pre-
tences to beroifm. A youth in the heat of blood
may plead, with fome fhew of reafon, that he is
not able to fubdue his lufts ; an ambitious man may
ufe the fame arguments for his love of power, or
perhaps other arguments to juftify it: but excefs
of avarice hath neither of thefe pleas to offer ;
it is not to be juftified, and cannot pretend temp-
tation for excufe. Whence can the temptation
come ? Reafon difclaims it altogether; and it can<
not be faid to lodge in the blod, or the animal Jpi-
rits. So that I conclude, * no man of true va-
“lour, and true underftanding, upon whom this
‘¢ vice hath ftolen unawares, when he is convin-
“ ced he is guilty, will {uffer it to remain in his
¥ breaft an hour.”
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SMOKIOIGIGEICIIOIIICOIGEOIIOOK
No 28. Thurfday, February 15. 1710,
ITnultus ut tu riferis Cotyttia ?
An anfwer to the letter to the Examiner.

SIR, London, Feb. 15, 1710-11.

ALthough I have wanted leifure to acknowledge
the honour of a letter you was pleafed to write
to me about fix months ago ; yet I have been very
careful in obeying fome of your commands, and am
going on as faft as I can with the reft. I wifh you
had thought fit to have conveyed them tome by
a more private hand than that of the printing-
houfe : for, although I was pleafed with a pattern
of ftyle and fpirit, which I propofed to imitate,
yet I was forry the world fhould be a witnefs how
far I fell thort in both.

I am afraid you did not confider, what an a-
bundance of work you have cut out for me; nei-
ther am I at all comforted by the promife you
are fo kind to make, that when ¢ I have per-
¢« formed my tatk, D n fhall biufh in his
¢ grave among the dead, Walpole among the
¢ living, and even Volpone fhall feel fome re-
< morfe.” How the gentleman in his grave may
have kept his countenance I cannot inform you,
having no acquaintance at all with the fexton : but
for the other two, I take leave to affure you, there
have not yet appeared the leaft figns of blufbing or
remsrfe in either, although fome very good opportuni-
ties have offered, if they had thought fit to accept

them :
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them : fo that, with your permiffion, I had rather
engage to continue this work until 25ey be in their
graves too 5 which 1 am fure will happen much
fooner than the other.

You defire I would colle¢t ¢ fome of thofe in-
¢ dignities offered laft year to her Majefty.” I
am ready to oblige you; and have got a pretty to-
lerable collection by me, which I am in doubt whe-
ther to publith by itfelf in a large wolume in folis,
or fcatter them here and there occafionally in my
papers. Although indeed I am fometimes think-
ing to ftifle them altogether ; becaufe fuch a hifto-
ry will be apt to give foreigners a monftrous opi-
nion of our country. Burt fince it is your abfolute
opinion, that the world fhould be informed; I
will, with the firft occafion, pick out a few choice
snflances, and let them take their chance in the en-
fuing papers. I have likewife in my cabinet, cer-
tain quires of paper, filled with fadts of corrup-
tion, mifmanagement, cowardice, treachery, ava-
rice, ambition, and the like ; with an alphabetical
table, to {fave wouble. And perhaps you will not
wander at the care I take to be fo well provided,
when you confider the vaft expenfe Iam at, Ifeed
weekly two or three wit ffarved writers, who have
no other vifible fupport; befides feveral others,
who live upon my offals. In fhort, I am like a
nurfe, who {uckles twins at one time, and hath,
befides, sne or twe whelps conftantly to draw her
braaits.

I muft needs confefs, (and it is with grief I
fpeak 1t), that Ihave been the inngcent caule of a
great circulption of dulpefs : at the fame time I
have often wondered, how it hath come to pafs,
that theie induftrious people, after poring {o con-
ftantly upon the Examiner, a paper writ with plain
fenfe, and in a tolerable fiyle, have made fo litde
improvement, I am {nre it would have fallen out
quite otherwitz with me: for by what I have feen

of



No 28. THE EXAMINER, 47

of their performances, (and I am credibly inform-
ed they are all of a piece), if I had perufed them
until now, I thould have been fit for little, but to
make an advocate in the fame caufe.

You, Sir, perhaps will wonder, as moft others
do, what end thefe angry folks propefe in writing

erpetually 1bdmﬁ the Examiner : it is not to be-
get a better opinion of the late miniftry, or with
any hope to convince the world, that I am in the
wrong in any one fact I relate; they know all that
to be loft labour, and yet their defign is important
enough: they \muld fain provoke mie, by all forts
of methods within the length of their capacity, to
anfwer their paper; whuh would render mine
wholly ufelefs: to the public : for if it once cameé
to rejoinder and reply, we fthould be all upon a le-
vel ; and then their work would bt done.

There is one gentleman * indeed, who hath writ-
ten: three fmall pamphlets upon tlu management of
the war, and the hmry of peace. Thefe I had in-
 tended to have beftowed a paper in exemining ; and
could eafily have made it appear, thiat whatever he
fays of truth, relates not at all to the evils we com-
| plain of, or controls one fyllable of what I have
| ever advanced. Nobody that I know of did ever
'dxfpute the Duke of Marlborough’s courage, con-
| duét, or fuccefs; they have begn always unquef
'tlonablu, and w 111 continue to be {o in fpltc of the
\malice of his enemies, or, which is'yet more, the
L'wc.;hzrﬁ of his advocates. 'The nation only wifhes
to fee him taken out of ill hands, and put into bet-
iter., But what is 2ll this to the condu& of the late
iminiftry, the thameful mifmanagements in Spain,
Lor the wrong fteps in the treaty of peace; the fe-
;crnt of meh will not bear the light, and is, con-
 fequently, by this author very poorly defended ?

| Thefe, and many other things, I would have fhewn;

* Dr. Hare, afierwards Bifhcp of Chichefler.
2 Y
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but, upon fecond thoughts, determined to have it
done in a difcourfe by itfelf, rather than take up
room here, and break into the defign of this paper,
from whence I have refolved to banifh controverfy
as much as poflible. But the poftfcript to his third
pamphlet was enough to difguft me from having
any dealings at all with fuch a writer ; unlefs that
part was left to fome foofman he hath picked up a-
mong the boys who follow the camp, whofe cha-
raéter it would fuit much better than that of the
fuppofed author: at leaft the foul language, the
idle, impotent menaces, and the grofs perverting
of an innocent expreflion in the fourth Examiner,
joined to that refpeét I thall ever have for the func~
tion of a divine, would incline me to believe {o.
But when he turns off his feotman, and difclaims
that poftfcript, I will tear it out, and fece how far
the reft deferves to be confidered.

But, Sir, I labour under a much greater difficul-
ty, upon which I fhould be glad to hear your ad-
vice. I am worried on one fide by the #h:igs, for
being too fevere; and by the Tories on the other,
for being too gentle. 1 have formerly hinted a
complaint of this ; but having lately received two
peculiar letters, among many others, I thought no-
thing could better reprefent my condition, or the
opinion which the warm men on both fides have of
my conduét, than to fend you a tranfeript of each,
The former it exaltly in thefe words.

To the EXAMINER,

€ Mr, ExamINER,

‘ By your continual reflefting upon the conduct
of the late miniftry, and by your encomiums on
the prefent, it is as clear as the fun at noon-day,
that you are a 7zfuit or Nonjuror, employed by
the friends of the pretender to endeavour to im-
“ troduce

¢
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troduceé Popery, and flavery, and arbitrary power,
and to infringe the facred ak for toleration of dif-
fenters. Now, Sir, fince the moft ingenius au-
thars, who write weekly againft you, are not able
to teach you better manners, I would have you
to know, that thofe great and excellent men, as
low as you think them at prefent, do not want
friends that will take the firft proper occafion to
cut your throat, as all fuch enemies to modera-
tion ought to be ferved. It is well you have
cleared another perfon from being author of
your curfed libels ; although, d—m me, perhaps
after all, that may be a bamboozle too. How-
ever, I hope we fhall foon ferret you out.
Therefore 1 advife you as a friend to let fall
your pen, and retire betimes ; for our patience
is now at an end. It is enough to lofe our power
and employments, without fetting the whole na-
tion againft us. Confider, threc years is the
life of a party; d—m me, every dig hath bis day,
and it will be your turn next: therefore take
warning, and learn to fleep in a whole flin; or,
whenever we are uppermoft, by G—d you fhall
find no mercy.”

The other letter was in the following terms,

To the EXAMINER,
%51 K,

“ 1 am a country-member, and conftantly fend
a dozen of your papers down to my eleéfors. 1
have read them all, but I confefs, not with the
fatisfaction I expected. It is plain you know a
great deal more than you write: why will you
not let us have it all out ? We are told, that the
Queen hath been a long time treated with info-
lence by thofe the hath moft obliged, Pray, Sir,
VoL, III. G et
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let us have a few good ftories upon that head.
We have been cheated of feveral millions; why:
will you not fet a mark on the knaves who are
guilty, and fhew us what ways they took to rob
the public at fuch a rate ? Inform us, how we
came to be difappointed of peace about two years
ago. In fhort, turn the whole myftery of ini-
quity infide out, that every body may have a view
of jt. But above all, explain to us what was at
the bottom of that {fame smpeachment ; 1 am fure
I never liked it; for at that very time a diffenting
preacher in our neighbourhood came often to
fee our parfon; it could be for no good, for he
would walk about the barns and the ftables, and
defired to look into the church, as whe fhould
Jay, Thefe will fhortly be mine ; and we all believ-
ed, he was then contriving fome alterations a-
gainft he got into pofleflion. And I fhall never
forget, that a Whig Fuffice offered me then very
high for my bifhop’s leafe. I muift be fo bold
to tell you, Sir, that you are too favourable: I
am fure there was no living in quiet for us, while
they were in the faddle. 1was turned out of the
commiffion, and called a Facobite, although 1e
coft me a thoufand pounds in joining with the
Prince of Orange at the revolution. The difco-
veries I would have you make, are of fome faéts,
for which they ought to be hangd; not that I
value their heads, but I would fce them expof-
ed, which may be done upon the swners fjoulds
ers as well as upon a pale,” &c,

Thefe, Sir, are the featiments of a whole party

on one fide, and of confiderable numbers on the
other: however, taking the medium between thefe
extremes, I think to go on as I have hitherto done,
although I am fenfible my paper would be more
popular, if Idid not lean too much to the favour-
gble {ide.  For norhing delights the people more;

than
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than to fee their oppreflors humbled, dnd all their
aétions painted with proper colours, fet out in open
view : Exadlos tyrannos denfum humeris bibit aure
vulgus, s

But as for the Whigs, I am in fome doubt, whe-
ther this mighty concern they thew for the honour
of the late miniftry, may not be affeéted ; at leaft
whether their mafters will thank thHem for their
zeal in fuch a caufe. Itis, I think, a known ftory
of 2 gentleman who fought another for calling him
fonof a whore, that the lady defired her {fon to make
no more quarrels upon that fubje&t, becaufe it was
#rue. For, pray, Sir, doth it not look like a jeft,
that fuch a pernicious crew, after draining our
wealth, and difcovering the moft deftruétive defigns
againft our church and ftate, inftead of thanking
fortune that they are got off fafe in their perfons
and plunder, fhould hire thefe bullies of the pen
z0 defend their reputations # I remember, I thought
it the hardeft cafe in the world, when a poor ac-
quaintance of mine having fallen in among fharp-
ers, where he loft all his money, and then com-
plaining he was cheated, got a good beating into
the bargain for offering to affront gentlemen. 1 be-
tieve the only reafon why thefe purloiners of the
public caufe fuch a clutter to be made about their
reputations, is to prevent inquifitions that might
tend towards making them refund : like thofe wo-
men they call fboplifters, who, when they are chal-
lenged for their thefts, appear to be mighty angry
and affronted for fear of being fearched.

I will difinifs you, Sir, when I have taken notice
of one particular, Perhaps you may have obferv-
ed, in the tolerated fafions papers of the week,
that the Earl of Rochefter is frequently refleted
on for having been Ecclefiaftical Commiffiofier, and
Lord Treafurer, in the reign of the late K. James.
The faét is rue; and it will not be denied, to his
immortal honour, that becaufe he could not com-

G 2 ply
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ply with the meafures then taking, he refigned
both thofe employments ; of which the latter was
immediately fupplied by a commiffion, compofed
of two Popifly Lords, and the prefent Earl of Ga-
dolphin,

3 Vet Va2 S GBMNTD I Lo W W
No, 20, Thurfday, February 22. 1710,

Laus fumma in fortune bonis, non extuliffe fe in pos
teftate, non fuiffe infolentem in pecunia, non [e pree=
tuliffe aliis propter abundantiam fortunee,

I AM confcious to myfelf, that I write this paper

with no other intention but that of doing good,
I never received injury from the late miniftry ; nor
advantage from the prefent, farther than in com-
mon with every good fubjeét. There were among
the former one or two, who muft be allowed to
have pofleffed very valuable qualities; but pro-
ceceding by a fyftem of politics which our confti-
tution could not fuffer, and difcovering a contempt
of all religion, cfpecially of that which hath been
{o happily eftablithed among us ever fince the re-
formation ; they feem to have been Jjuitly fufpeéted
of no very good inclinations to eicher.

It is poflible, thata man may fpeculatively prefer
the conftitution of another country, or an Utopia
of his own, before that of the natien where he is
born and lives ; yet, from confidering the dangers
of innovation, the corruptions of mankind, and
the frequent impoflibility of reducing ideas to prac-
tice, he may join heartily in preferving the prefent
order of things, and be a true friend to the govern-
ment already fertled. So in religion, a man may
perhaps
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perhaps have little or none of it at heart ; yet if he
conceals his opinicens, if he endeavours to make no
profelytes, advances no impious tenets in writing
or difcourfe ; if, according to the common athe-
iftical notion, he believes religion to be only a con-
trivance of politicians for keeping the vulgar in
awe; and that the prefent model is better adjufted
than any other to fo ufeful an end; although the
condition of fuch a man, as to his own future
ftate, be very deplorable; yet Providence, which
often works good out of evil, can make even fuch
a man an inftrument for contributing towards the
prefervation of the church.

On the other fide, I take a ftate to be truly in
danger, both as to its religion and government,
when a fet of ambitious politicians, bred up in a
hatred to the conftitution, and a centempt for all
rveligion, are forced upon exerting thefe qualities
in order to keep or increafe their power, by widen-
ing their bottom, and taking in, like Mahomet,
fome principles from every party, that is in any way
difcontented at the prefent faith and fettlement ;
which was manifeftly our cafe. Upon this occa-
fion, I remember to have afked fome confiderable
| Whigs, whether it did not bring a difreputation up-
| on their body, to have the whole herd of Prefby-
| terians, Independents,  Atheifts, Anabaptifts,
| Deifts, Quakers, and Socinians, openly and uni-

verfally lifted under their banners # They anfwer-
 ed, that all this was abfolutely neceflary in order to
i make a balance againit the Tories; and all little e-
- nough : for, indeed, it was as much as they could
| poffibly do, although afiifted with the abfolute
- power of difpofing every employment : while the
| bulk of the Englifh geniry kept firm to their old
 principles in church and ftate,
|~ But, notwithftanding what I have hitherto faid
3 8 E é ¢ I
! Tam informed {feveral among the Whigs continue
| ftill fo refradtory, that they will hardly allow the
; : heads
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heads of their partyto have entertained any defigns
of ruining the conftitution ; or that they would
have endeavoured it; .if they had continued in
power. I beg their pardon, if I have difcovered
a fecret; but who could imagine they ever intend-
ed it thould be one after thofe svert adts, with
which they thought fit to conclude their farce ? But
perhaps they now find it convenient to deny vigo-
roufly ; that the queftion may remain, Wby was
the old miniftry changed ? which they urge on with-
out ceafing, as if no occafion in the leaft had been
given ; butthat all were owing to the infinuations
of crafty men, practifing upon the weaknefs of an
ealy prince: I fhall therefore offer among an hun-
dred one reafon for this change, which I think
would juftify any monarch who ever reigned, for
the like proceeding.

It is notorious enough, how highly princes have
been blamed in the hiftories of all countries, parti-
cularly of our own, upon the account of their mi-
nions, who have been ever jufily odious to the peo-
ple for their infolence and avarice, and ingrofling
the favours of their mafters, Whoever hath been
the leaft converfant in the Englifh ftory, cannot
but ‘have heard of Gavefton, the Spencers, and
fome others, who, by the excefs and abufe of their
power, coft the princes they ferved, or rather go-
verned, their crowns and lives. However, in the
cafe of minions, it muft at leaft be acknowledged,
that the prince is pleafed and happy, although his
fubjedts be aggrieved ; and he has the plea of friend-
thip to excufe him, which is a difpofition of gene-
rous minds, Befides, a wife minisn, although he
be haughty to others, is humble and infinuating to
his mafter, and cultivates his favour by obedience
and refpe¢t. But our misfortune hath been a great
deal worfe; we have fuffered for fome years under
the oppreflion, the avarice, and infolence of thofe
tor whom the Queen had neither efteem nor friend-
\ thip ;

A\,
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thip; who rather feemed to fnatch their own dues,
than receivethe favour of their fovereign ; and were
fo far from returning refpedt, that they forgot com-
mon good manners. They impofed on their prince,
by urging the neceflity of affairs of their own crea-
ting : they firft raifed difficulties, and then offered
them as arguments to keep themfelves in power,
"They united themfelves, ‘againft nature and princi-
ple, to a party they had always abhorred, and
which was now content to come in upon any terms

leaving them and their creatures in full poffeffion
of the court: then they urged the formidable
firength of that party, and the dangers which muft
follow by difobliging it. So that it feems almoft a
miracle, how a princefs thus befieged on all fides
could alsne have courage and prudence enough ta
extricate herfelf,

And indeed there is a point of hiftory relating
to this matter, which well deferveth to be confi-
dered. 'When her Majefty came to the crown, the
took into favour and employment feveral perfons,
who were efteemed the beft friends of the old con-
ititution ; among whom none were reckoned far-
ther gone in the high-church principles (as they are
ufually called) than two or three who had at that
time moft credit ; and ever fince, until within thefe
tew months, poflefied all power at court. So that
the firft umbrage given to the #higs, and the pre-
tences for clamouring againft France and the pre-
tender, were derived from them. And I believe
nothing appeared then more unlikely, than that
fuch diffcrent opinions fhould ever incorporate ;
that party having upon former occafions treated
thofe very perfons with enmity enough. But fome
Lords then about court, and in the Queen’s good
graces, not able to endure thofe growing impofi-
tions upon the prince and people, prefumed to in-
terpofe ; and were confequently foon removed and
difgraced. However, when a moft exorbitant grant

wag
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was propofed, antecedent to any vifible merit, it
mifcarried in parliament for want of being fecond-
ed by thofe who had mof credit in the houfe ; and
who, having always oppofed the like excefles in a
former reign, thought it their duty to do fo fiill,
to fhew the world, that the diflike was not againft
perfons but things. But this was to crofs the oli-
garchy in the tendereft point; a point which out-
weighed all confiderations of duty and gratirude to
their prince, or regard to the conftitution: and
therefore, after having in feveral private meetings
concerted meafures with their old enemies, and
granted as well as received conditions; they began
to change their ftyle and their countenance, and
to put it as a maxim in the mouths of their emiffa-
ries, that England muft be faved by Whigs. Thisun-
natural league was afterwards cultivated by another
incident, I mean the a#? of frcurity, and the confe-
quences of it, which every body knows; when (to
ufe the words of my correfpondent *) the [overeign
authority was parcelled out among the faction, and
made the purchafe of indemnity for an offending mini-
Mer, Thus the union of the two kingdoms impro-
ved that between the miniftry and the junts, which
was afterwards cemented by their mutual danger
in that ftorm they fo narrowly efcaped about three
years ago, but however was not quite perfedted till
Prince George’s death +; and then they went lov-
ingly on together, both fatisfied with their feveral
thares, and at full liberty to gratify their predomi-
nant inclinations ; the firft, their avarice and am-
bition ; the other, their models of innovation in
church and flate,

I'herefore, whoever thinks fit to revive that
baflled quefiion, Why was the late minjfiry changed ¢
may receive the r’oiiowing anfwer: That it was be-

¥ Letrer to the Examiner,

f lringe Guorge of Denmark, hufband to the queen,

come
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come neceffary by the infolence and avarice of fome
about the Queen, who, inorder to perpetuate their
tyranny, had made a monitrous alliance with thofe
who profefs principles deftructive to our religion
and government. If this will not {uflice; let him
make an abftraét of all the abufes I have mention-
ed in my former papers, and view them together ;
after which, if he ftill remain unfatisfied, let him
fufpend his opinion a few weeks longer.  Altho’,
after all, I think the queftion as trifling as that of
the Papifts, when they atk us, #oere was our reli-
gion before Luthr? And indeed the miniftry was
changed for the fame reafons that religion was re-
formed ; becaufe a thoufand corruptions had crept
into the difcipline and dfirine of>the flate by the
pride, the avarice, the fraud, and the ambition of
thole wha adminiftered to us in fecular offairs.

1 heard myfelf cenfured the other day in a coffee-
houfe for feeming to glance in the letier to Craffus
againft a great man, who is ftill in employment,
and likely to centinue fo. 'What it I had really in-
tended that fuch an application fhould be given it ?
I cannot perceive thow I could be juitly blamed for
fo gentle a reproof. 1fl {aw a handfome young
fellow going to a ball at court with a great fmut
upon his face, could he take it ill in me to point
out the place, and defire him, with abundance ef
good words, to pull out his handkerchicf and svipe
it off; or bring him to a glafs, where he might

lainly fee it with his own cyes? Doth any man
think T {hall fuffer my pen to inveigh againft vices,
only becaufe they are charged upen perfons who
are no longer in power? Every body knows, that
certain vices are more or leis pernicious according
to the ftations of thofe who pofiefs them. For ex-
ample, lewdnefs and intemperance are not of fo
bad confequences in a town-rake as in 2 divine ;
cowardice in a lawyer is more fupportable than in
an officer of the army. IfI fhouid find fault with

Vor. IIL H an
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an admiral, becaufe he wanted politenefs ; or an al-
derman, for not underftanding Greek; that in-
deed would be to go out of the way for occafion of
quarrelling, But exceflive avarice in a general is,
I think, the greateft defect he can be liable to, next
to the want of courage and conduét, and may be
attended with the moft ruinous confequences, as it
was in Craflus, who to that vice alone owed the
deftruction of himfelf and his army. It is the
{ame thing in praifing mens excellencies ; which
are more or lefs valuable, as the perfon you com-
mend hath occafion to employ them, A man may
perhaps mean honeftly ; yet if he be not able to
Ipell, he fhall never have my vote to be a {ecretary.
Another may have wit and learning in a poft where
honefty, with plain common fenfe, are of much
more ufe. You may praife a foldier for his {kill
at chefs, becaufe it is faid to be a military game,
and the emblem of drawing up an army; but this
to a treafurer would be no more a compliment,
than if you called him a gamefler, or a Jockey.

P. §. T have received a letter relating to Mr,
Greenthields ; the perfon that fent it may

know, that I will fay fomething to it in the
next paper.

439
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DQue enim domus tam flabilis, que tam firma civitas
efty que non odiis atque diffidiis funditus poffit e+

verti.

F we examine what f{ocieties of men are in clofeft
union among themfielves, we fhall find them ei-
ther to be thofe who are engaged in fome evil de-
fing, or who labour under one common misfortune.
Thus the troops of éanditti in {everal countries a-
broad, the knots of kbighwaymen in our own na-
tion, the feveral tribes of fharpers, thicves, and
pickpackets, with many others, are fo firmly knit
together, that nothing is more difficult than to
break or diffolve their feveral gangs: fo likewife
thofe who are fellow-fufferers under any misfor-
tune, whether it be in reality or opinion, are ufu-
ally contracted into a very ftrict union; as we may
obferve in the Papiffs throughout this kingdom un-
der thofe real difficulties which are jufily put on
them ; and in the feveral fchifms of Prefbyterians,
and other fe@s, under that grievous perfecution of
the modern kind, called, wanf of power. And
the reafon why fuch confederacies are kept fo fa-
cred and inviolable, is very plain ; becaufe in each
of thofe cafes T have mentioned, the whole body is
moved by one {pirit in purfuit of one general end,
and the intereftof individuals is not crofled by each

other, or by the whole. .
Now, both thefe motives are joined to unite the
high-flying Whigs at prefent : they have been always
engaged in an evil Jdefign, and of late they are faft,
H 2 or
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or rivetted by that terrible calamity, the lofs of
power. So that whatever defign a mifchievous
crew of dark confederates may poflibly entertain,
who will ftop at no means to compafs them, may
be jultly apprehended from thefe.
i On the other fide, thofe who wifh well to the
' public, and would gladly contribute to its fervice,
are apt to differ in their opinions about the methods
of promoting it ; and-when their party flourithes,
il are fometimes envious at thofe in power ; ready to
Ay overvalue their own merit, and be impatient until
| : e
- it be rewarded by the meafure they have prefcribed

q!

S ~ v . .

| i tor themfelves. There is a farther topic of con-
|

No 30:

| tention, which a ruling party is apt to fall into in
4 relation to retrgfpeclions, and inquiry into paft mif-
I carriages ; wherein fome are thought too warm and
zealous, ofbers too cool and remifs; while in the
mean time thefe divilions are induftrioufly foment-
ed by the difcarded faftion ; which, although it be
an cld practice, hath been much improved in the
fthools of the J¢/uits, who, when they defpaired
of perverting this nation to Popery by arguments
or plots againft the ftate, fent their emiflarics to
fubdivide us into {chifins. And this expedient is
now with great propricty taken up by our men of
incenfed moderation ; becaufe they fuppofe them-
felves able to attack the firongeft of our fubdivifi-
ons, and to fubdue us one after another, Nothing
better relembles this proceeding, than that famous
combat between the Horatii and Curiatii; where
two of the former being killed, the third, who re-
mained entire and untouched, was able to kill his
three wounded adverfaries, after he had divided
m by a firatagem., Iwell knowwith how tender
s fhould be touched; yet at the fame
nk it my duty to warn the friends, as well
5 expofe the enemies of the public weal; and to
begin preaching up unisn upon the firlt fu picion,
f that any fieps are made to difturb it,
R | But

S
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Bt the two chisf fubje&s of difcontént, which
upon moft great changes in the management of
public affairs are apt to breed differences among
thofe who are in poffeflien, are what I have jult
notr mentioned ; a defire of punifhing the corrup-
tion of former managers; and the rewarding merit
among thofe who have been any way inftrumenta
or confenting to the change. The firft of theft i
a point fo nice, that I fhall purpo ely wave it : but
the lateter I take to fall properly within my diftrict.
By merit | here underftand that value which every
man puts upon his own defervings from the public,
And I believe, there could not be a more difficult
employment found out, than that of paymafter-
general to this fort of merit; or a more noify,
crouded place, than a court of judicature erefted
to fettde and adjuft every man’s elaim upon that ar-
ticle, Iimagine, if this had fallen into the fancy
of the ancient poets, they would have drefied it up
after their manner into an agrecable fiction; and
given us a genealogy and defcription of merit, per-

haps not very different from that which follows.

A poetical genealsgy and defeription of MERTT.

« That True Merit was the {fon of Virtue and
« Honour; but that there was likewife a fpurious
¢ child, who ufurped the name, and w hofe
¢ pents were Vanity and Impudence. That 2
¢ diftance there was a great refemblance between
¢ them, and they were often miftaken fer each o-
< ther. That the biffard-iffue had a leud fbrill
¢ gpice, which was perpetually employed in crav-
“ fmos and complaints ; while the other never {poke
<« Jouder than a whifper, and was often fo bathiul,
« that he could not {peak at all. That in allgreat
< affemblies the Falfe Merit would ftep before the
¢ Trye, and ftand juft in his way ; was conftantly
(19 at
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at court, or great mens lwees, or whifpering in
fome minifter’s ear. That the more you fed
““ him, the more hungry and importunate he grew,
¢ That he often pafled for the true fon of Virtue
and Honour, and the genuine for an impoftor,
¢ That he was born diftorted and a dwarf, but by
¢ force of art appeared of a handfome thape, and
¢ taller than the ufual fize; and that none bur
thofe who were wife and good as well as vigi-
lant, could difcover his littlenefs or deformity.
That the 7rue Merit had been often forced to
the indignity of applying to the Falfz for his
credit with thofe in power, and to keep himfelf
¢ from ftarving, That Falfe Merit filled the an-

(13

-

11

(43
(14

“ techambers with a crew of his dependents and
“ creatures; fuch as prejeciors, [fehematifts, ecca-
«

Jional converts to a party, proflitute-flatterers,
Sarveling writers, buffoons, fhallow politicians,
emply orators, and the like ; who all owned him
for their patron, and grew difcontented, if they
were not immediately fed.”

This metaphorical defcription of Jalfe merit is, 1
doubt, calculated for moft countrics in Chriften-
dom. As to our own, I believe it may be faid
with a fufficient referve of charity, that we are
fully able to reward cvery man among us according
to his real defervings : and, I think, I may add
without fufpicion of flattery, that never any prince
had 2 miniftry with a better Judgement to diftin-
guith bctwccnﬁz{fc and real merit, than that which
is now at the hélm ; or whofe inclination, as well
as intereft, was greater to encourage the latter,
And it ought to be obferved, that thofe great and
excellent perfons we fee at the head of affairs, are
of the Queen’s own, perfonal, valuntary choice; not
forced upon her by any infelent, overgrown, favou-
rite, or by the pretended neceflity of complying with
an unruly faétion.

Yet
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Yet thefe are the perfons whom thofe fcandals to
the prefs, in their daily pamphlets and papers, o-
penly revile at fo ignominious a rate, as I believe
was never tolerated before under any government,
Tor furely no lawful power derived from a prince
thould be {fo far affronted, as to leave thofe who
are in authority expofed to every feurrilous libeller:
becaufe in this point I make a mighty difference
between thofe who are 77, and thofe who are ox¢ of
power ; not upon any regard to their perfons, but
the ftatons they are placed in by the fovereign,
And if my diftin¢tion be right, I think I might ap-
peal to any man, whether if a ftranger were to
read the inveétives which are daily publifhed againit
the prefent miniftry, and the outrageous fury of
the authors againft me for cenfuring the laft, he
would not conclude the #%igs to be at this time in
full poffeflion of power and favour, and the Taries
entirely at mercy. But all this now ceafes to be a
wonder, fince the Queen herfelf is no longer fpar-
ed; witnefs the libel publifhed fome days ago, un-
der the title of A letter to Sir Facoh Banks, where
the reflections 'upon her Sacred Majefty are much
more plain and direét, than ever the Examiner
thought fit to publifh againft the moft obnoxious
perfons in the minifiry, difcarded for endeavouring
the ruin of their prince and country, Cefar in-
deed threatened to hang the pirates for prefuming
to difturb him, while he was their prifoner aboard
their thip. But it was Cwfar who did fo, and he
did it to a crew of public robbers ; and it became the
greatnefs of his {pirit, for he lived to execute what
he had threatened. Had they been in his power,
and fent fuch a meflage, it could be imputed to no-
thing but the extremes of impudence; folly, or
madnefs.

I had a letter laft week relating to Mr. Green-
fhields, an Epifcapal clergyman of Scotland, and
the writer {eems to be a gentleman of that part of

Britain,
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Britain Irémember formeérly to have read a print-
ed account of Mr. Greenthields’s cafe, who has
been pl'ofctllttd and filenced for no other reafon
hefides reading divine fervice after the manner of
the church of England to his own cngrcgation,
who defived it; though, as the gentleman who
writes to me {ays, there is no law in Scotland a-
gainft thofe mectings; and he adds, that the fen-
tence pronounced againft Mr. Greentfhields will
Sfoon be affirmed, if fome care be wot taken to prevent
it. I am altogether uninformed in the particulars
of this cafe, and befides, to treat it juftly would
not come wichin the compafs of my paper; there-
fore I could wifh the gentleman would undertake
itin a difcourfe by itfclf; and I fhould be glad he
would inform the public in one fack; whether E-
pifiopal aifemblies are freely allowed in Scotland ?
It is notorious, thatabundance of their clergy fled
from thence fome years ago into England and lre-
rand, as from a perfecution ; but it was alledged by
their enemies, that they refufed to take the oaths
to the government, which however none of them
fcrupled when they came among us. It is {ome-
what extraordinary to fee our Whigs and fanatics
keep fuch a ftiv about the fucred alt of toleration,
while their brezbren will not alloaw a connivance in
{o near a neighbdurhoaod ; efpecially if what the

-ntleman inlifts on in his letter be trne, that nine

e
paris in ten of the nobility and gentry, and two in

cic Ul »

nt he offereth is the prefent chaeice of their

L

threz of the commans, arve Epifrapal; of which one

prefentatives in both houlfes, though oppofed to
e utmoft by the preachings, threa:anings, and ana-
mas of the #irk.  Such ufage to a majority may,
as he thinks, be of dangerous confequence ; and I
entively agree with him. If thefe be the principles
SN e S e St P g [ - Iy

of the Ligh-kirk, God preferve atleaft the fouthern
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Garrit anniles,
Ex re fabellas,

I Had laft week fent me by an unknown hand a
paffage out of Plato, with fome hints how to
apply it ~ That author puts a fable into the mouth.
of Ariftophanes, with an account of the original
of lpve: That mankind was at firft created with
four arms and legs, and all other parts double to
what they are now; tll Jupiter, as a punifhment
for his fins, cleft him in two with a thunderbolt ;
fince which time we are always looking out for our
other half: and this is the caufe of love. But Ju-
piter threatened, that if they did not mend their
manners, he would give them the other {lit, and
jeave them to hop about in the fhape of figures in
baffo relievo. 'The effectof this laft threatening, my
correfpondent imagines, is now come to pafs; and
that as the firft fplitting was the original of /ve, by
inclining us to fearch for our other half; fo the fe-
cond was the caufe of hatred by prompting us to
fly from our sther fide, and dividing the fame body
into two, gave each flicc the name of a party.

I approve the fable and application, with this re-
finement upon it : for parties do not only {plit a na-
tion, but every individual among them, leaving
each but half their ftrength, and wir, and honefty,
and good nature ; but one eye and ear for their
fight and hearing, and equally lopping the reft of
the fenfes. Where parties are pretty equal in a
ftate, no man can perceive one bad quality in his

Vor. IlI. I own,
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own, or good one in his adverfaries. Befides, par-
2y being a dry, difagreeable fubject, it renders con-
verfation infipid, or four, and confines invention.
I fpeak not here of the leaders. butthe infignificant
croud of followers in a party, who have been the
inftruments of mixing it in every condition and
circumftance of life. As the zealots among the
Jews bound the law about their foreheads, and
wrifts, and hems of their garments; fo the women
among us have got the diftinguifhing marks of
party in their muffs, their fans, and their furbes
ows. The Whig ladies put on their patcheés in a
different manner from the 7ories.  They havemade

Jfehifins in the playbsufe, and each have their parti-

cular fides at the gpera: and when a man changeth
his party, he muft infallibly count upon the lofs
of his miftrefs, I afked a gentleman thé other
'day, how he liked fuch a lady ? But he would not
give me his opinion, till I had anfwered him whe-
ther fhe were a Whig or a Tory. Mr., , fince
e is known to vifit the prefent miniftry, and lay
fome time under a fufpicion of writing the exami-
Yery 15 no longer a man of wit; his very poems
have contracted a ftupidity, many years after they
ere printed.

Having lately ventured uwpon a metaphorical ge-
néalogy of Merit, I thought it would be proper to
add another of Party, or rather of Fafion (to a-
void miftake), not telling the reader whether it be
my own, or a quotation, till I know how it is ap-
proved. But whether I read or dreamed it, the
fable is as follows.

f

‘¢ Liberty, the daughter of Oppreffion, after ha-
‘“ ving brought forth feveral fair children, as
¢ Riches, Arts, Learning, Trade, and many o-
‘¢ thers, was at laft delivered of her youngeft
“ daughter, called Fadtion, whom Juno, doing
¢ the office of the midwife, diftortéd in its birth
‘“out
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out of envy to the mother, from whence it deri-
ved its peevifbnefs and fickly conftitution. How-
ever, as it is often the nature of parents to grow
moft fond of their youngeft and difagreeableft
children, fo it happened with Liberty, who dot-
ed on this daughter to fuch a degree, that by her
good-will fhe would never fuffer the girl to be
out of her fight. As Mifs Faction grew up, the
became fo termagant and froward, that there
was no enduring ber any longer in heaven. Ju-
piter gave her warning to be gone; and her mo-
ther, rather than forfake her, took the whele
family down to ¢arth. She landed firft in Greece;
was expelled by degrees through all the cities by
her daughter’s ill-conduét : fled afterwards to I-
taly, and being banifhed thence, took fhelter a-
mong the Goths, with whom fhe pafied into
moft parts of Europe; but, being driven out
every where, fhe began to lofe efteem, and her
daughter’s faults were imputed to herfelf: {o
that at this time fhe has hardly a place in the
world to retire to. One would wonder what
firange qualities this daughter muft poflefs, fuf-
ficient to blaft the influence of fo divine a mo-
ther, and the reft of her children. She always
affeéted to keep mean and {candalous company 3
valuing no body, but juft as they agreed with her
in every capricious opinion fhe thought fit to
take up; and rigoroufly exalting compliance,
though fhe changed her {entiments ever{o often.
Her great employment was to breed difiord a-
mong friends and relations, and make up mon-
ftrous alliances between thofe whofe difpofitions
leaft refembled each other. Whoever offered to
contradiét her, though in the moft infignificant
trifle, the would be fure to diftinguith by {fome
ignominious appellation, and allow them to have
neither honour, wit, beauty, learning, honefty,
or common fenfe. She intruded into all com-

ik “ panies
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‘¢ panies at the moft unfeafonable times ; mixed at
‘ balls, aflemblies, and other parties of pleafure,
““ haunted every coffeehoufe and bookfellers fhop, and
¢ by her perpetual talking filled all places with dif-
turbance and confufion: fhe buzzed about the
merchant in the Exchange, the divine in his pul-
‘¢ pit, and the fhopkeeper behind his counter. A~
* bove all, the frequented public affimblies, where
“ fhe fat in the thape of an obfcene, ominous bird,
““ ready to prompt her friends as they fpoke.”

19

(11

If T underftand this fable of Fa&ion right, it
ought to be applied to thofe who fet themfelves up
againft the true intereft and conftitution of their
country ; which I with the undertakers for the late
miniftry would pleafe to take notice of, or tell us
by what figure of fpecch they pretend to call fo
great and unforced a majority, with the Queen at
their head, by the name of the faction ; which is not
unlike the phrafe of the Monjurors, who dignifying
one or two deprived bifhops and half a fcore cler-
gymen of the fame ftamp with the title of the
Church of England, exclude all the reft as [(chifia-
tics 3 or like the Prefbyterians laying the fame accu-
fation, with equal juftice, againft the eftablifhed
religion.

And here it may be worth inquiring, what are
the true characteriftics of a fai#ion ; or how it is to
be diftinguifhed from that great body of the peo-
ple, who are friends to the conftitution ? the heads
of a falion are ufually a fet of upftarts, or men
ruined in their fortunes, whom fome great change
in a government did at firft out of their obfcurity
produce upon the ftage. They aflociate themfelves
with thofe who diflike the old eftablithment, reli-
gious and civil. They are full of new fchemes in
politics and divinity ; they have dn incurable hatred
againft the old nobility, and firengthen their party
by dependents raifed from the loweft of the people,
They
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They have feveral ways of working themf{elves into
power ; but they are fure to be called, when a cor-
rupt adminiftration wants to be {upported againft
thofe who are endeavouring at a reformation ; and
they firmly obferve that celebrated maxim of pre-
ferving power by the fame arts by which it is at-
tained. They a& with the fpirit of thofe who be-
lieve their time is but fhort ; and their firft care is
to heap up immenfe riches at the public expenfe ;
in which they have two ends befides that common
one of infatiable avarice, which are to make them-
felves neceflary, and to keep the commonwealth in
dependence. Thus they hope to compafs their de-
fign, which is, inftead of fitting their principles to
the conftitution, to alter and adjuft the conftitution
to their own pernicious principles.

It is eafy determining by this teft, to which fide
the name of faélion moft properly belongs. But
however, I will give them any {yftem of law or re-
gal government, from William the Conqueror to
this prefent time, to try whether they can tally it
with their late models; excepting only that of
Cromwell, whom perhaps they will reckon for a
monarch.,

If the prefent miniftry, and fo great a majority
in the parliament and kingdom, be only a faétion,
it muft appear by fome actions, which anfwer the
jdea we ufually conceive from that word. Have
they abufed the prerogative of the prince, or inva-
ded the rights and liberties of the fubjet ¢ Have
they offered at any dangerous innovations in church
or {tate? Have they broached any doétrine of here-
fy, rebellion, or tyranny ? Have any of them treat-
ed their fovereign with infolence, ingrofled and fold
all her favours, or deceived her by bafe, grofs mif-
reprefentations of her moft faithful {ervants?
Thefe are the arts of a fadtion ; and whoever hath
practifed them, they and their followers muft take
up with the name.

It
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It is ufually reckoned a #4ig principle to appeal
to the people; but that is only when they have been
fo wife as to poifon their underftandings before-
hand. ‘Wil they now ftand to this appeal, and
be determined by their wox populi, to which fide
their title of faflien belongs ?” And that the peo-
ple are now left to the natural freedom of their
underftanding and choice, I believe our adverfa-
ries will hardly deny. They will now refufe this
appeal, and it is reafonable they fhould ; and I
will further add, that if our people refembled the
old Grecians, there might be danger in fuch a
trial. - A pragmatical orator told a great man at
Athens, that whenever the people were in their
rage, they would certainly tear him to pieces; yes,
fays the other, and they will de the fame to you
whenever they are in their wits, But God be
thanked, our populace is more merciful in their
nature, and at prefent under better direction ; and
the orators among us have attempted to confound
both prerogative and law in their fovereign’s pre-
fence, and before the higheft court of judicatare,
without any hazard to their perfons.
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Non eft ea medicina, cum fanz parti corporis feal-
pellam  adbibetur, atque integree ; carnificina eff
ifla, et crudelitas. Hi midentur reipublice, qui
eXxfecant peflem aliguam, tanguam firumam ci-
vitatis,

[ AM diverted from the general fubje& of my

difcourfes, to reflet upon an event of a very
extraordinary and furprifing nature. A great mi-
nifter, in high confidence with the Queen, under
whofe management the weight of affairs at prefent
is in a great meafure {uppofed to lie, fitting in
council, in a royal palace;, with a dozen of the
chief officers of the ftate, is ftabbed at the very
board, in the execution of his office, by the hand
of a French Papiff *, then under examination for
high treafon; the affaffin redoubles his blow to
make fure work ; and concluding the Chancellor
was difpatched +, goes on with the fame rage to
murder a principal Secretary of State $¢ And that
whole noble affembly are forced to rife and draw

* The Abbot de Bourlie, who having quitted his native country,
folicited ro be emcloyed againft it in feveral ecourts of Europe, and
affumed the e of Marquis de Guifcard. He at length obrained
a commiffien from Q. Anne, and embarked in an expedition a-
gain(t France, which mufcarried ; and his expe@ations being difap-
pointed by the new minitry, he endeavoured to make his peace at

.-home by acting here as a fpy, and commenced a treafonable correl-
ondence ; his letters were intereepted, and produced to him by
Mr. Harley, at his examination. :

+ Mr. Harley, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, afterwards
Eirl of Oxford.

1 Mr, Henry St, John, afterwards Lord Bolingbrotke,
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their fwords in their own defence, as if a wild
beaft had been let loofe among them.

This fact hath fome circumftances of aggrava-
tion riot to be parallelled by any of the like kind we
meet with in hiftory. Ceelar’s murder being per-
formed in the fenate comes neareft to the cafe ; but
that was an affair concerted by great numbers of
the chief fenators, who were likewife the actors in
it; and not the work of a vile fingle ruffian.
Harry the Third of France was ftabbed by an en-
thufiaftic friar, whom he fuffered to approdch his
perfon, while thofe who attended him ftood at
fome diftance. His fizcceffor met the fame fate in a
coach, where neither he nor his nobles in {uch
a confinement were able to defend themfelves, In
our own country we have, I think, but one in-
ftance of this fort, which has made any noife; I
mean that of Felton about fourfcore years ago;
but he took the opportunity to ftab the Duke of
Buckingham in pafling througha dark lobby from
one room to another, The blow was neither feen
nor heard, and the marderer might have efcaped, if
his own concern and horror, as it is ufual in fuch
cafes, had not betrayed him. Befides, the at of
Telton will admitof fome extenuation from the mo-
tive he is faid to have had: But this attempt of
Guifcard feems to have outdone them all in every
heightening circumftance, except the difference of
perions between a king and a great minifter ; for
I give no allowance at all to the difference of fuc-
cels (which, however, is yet uncertain and de-
pending) nor think it the leaft alleviation to the
crime, whatever it may be to the punifhment.

I am fenfible, it is ill arguing from particulars to
generals, and that we ought not to charge upon a
nation the crimes of a few defperate villains it is
fo unfortunate to produce ; yet at the fame time,
it muft be avowed, that the French have for thefe
laft centuries been fomewhat too liberal of their

daggers
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daggers upon the perfons of their greateft men ;
fuch as the Admiral de Coligny, the Dukes of
Guife father and fon, and the two kings I laft
mentioned. I have fometimes wondered how a
people, whofe genius feems wholly turned to fing-
ing, and dancing, and pratting, to vanity and im-
pertinence ; who lay fo much weight upon modes
and geftures; whofe eflentialities are generally {o
fuperficial ; who are ufually fo ferious upon
trifles, and fo triffling upon what is {ferious, have
been cdpable of committing fuch folid villanies,
more fuitable to the gravity of a Spaniard, or the
filence and thoughtfulnefs of an Italian; unlefs
it be, that in a nation naturally fo full of them-
felves, and of fo reftlefs imaginations, when any of
them happen to be of a morofe and gloomy con-
ftitution, that huddle of confufed thoughts for
want of evaporating ufually terminates in rage or
defpair, D’ Avila obferves, that Jacques Clement *
was 2 fort of buffoon, whom the reft of the friar
ufed to make fport with ; but at laft giving his folly a
ferious turn, it ended in enthufiafm, and qualified
him for that defperate at of murdering his King.

But in the Marquis de Guifcard there {feems to
have been a complication of ingredients for fuch
an attempt, He had committed feveral enormities
in France, was extremely prodigal and vitious, of
a dark melancholy complexion and cloudy coun-
tenance, fuch as in vulgar phyfiognomy is called
an il ok, For the reft, his talents were very
mean, having a fort of inferior cunning, but very
{mall abilities ; {o that a great man of the late mi-
nifty, by whom he was invited over, and with
much difcretion raifed at firft ftep, from a profli-
fligate Popifb priefi-to a lieutenant-general, and co-
lonel of a regiment of horfe, was at laft forced to
drop him for thame.

* The monk who (tabbed Henry IIT, of France.
Vor, II, K Had
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Had fuch an accident happened under that mi-
niftry, and to fuch a confiderable member of it,
they would have immediately charged it upon the
whole body of' thofe they are pleafed to call the
faétion. 'This would have been ftyled a high-church
principle ; the clergy would have been accufed, as
promoters and abettors of the fadt; commirttees
would have been fent to promife the criminal his
life, provided they might have liberty to direét and
dictate his confeflion; and a black lif would have
beem printed of all thofe who had been ever feen in
the murderer’s company. But the prefent men in
power liate and defpife all fuch deteftable arts,
which they might now turn upon their adverfaried
with much more plaufibility, than ever thefe did
their honourable negotiations with Greg *,

And here it may be worth obferving, how un-
animous a coucurrence there is between fome per-
fons once in great power and a French Papiff ;
both agrecing in the great end of taking away Mr,
Harley’s life, though differing in their methods;
the firft proceeding by fubornation the other by

¥ Tnthe beginning of the year ¥788, William Greg, an under-
clerle: to. Mr, Secretary Harley, was detected in a correfpondence
with Monficur Chamillard, one of the Frenh King's minifters ; to
whom he tranfmitted the proceedings of both houfes of parliament,
with refpeét to the augmentation of the Britith forces, and other
papers of great importance. Greg, when he was indifted of this
treafon, pleaded guilty: which gave occaffon to Mr. Harley's enemies
to infinuite that he was privy to Greg's practices, and had by alfurances
of pardon, prevailed upon him to plead guilty, in order to prevent
the examination of witneffis.  The houfe of Lords appointed a conr-
mittee of feven, of whi m. Lord Sunderland was manager, to inquire
into the affair. The commi tee prefented an addrefs to the Quzen,
in which complaint was made, that all Mr. Harley’s papers  had
beendong expofed to the meaneft clerks in his office ; and it wag
requefted, that mo e caution might be wfed for the future, Upan this
addrefs, the execution of Greg was deferred a month ; during which
time he was folicited, tlireatened, and promifed ; but {till perfiting
to take the whole guilt upon himfelf, he was at length executed,
_ha\'in;:, in a paper, which he left behind him, juftified Mr. Harley
in particubar; which he would fearce have thought necefary, ifno

particular attempt had been made againft him,
- violence g
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violence ; wherein Guifcard feems to have the ad-
vantage, as aiming no further than his life ; - while
the others defigned to deftroy at once both that and
his reputation. The malice of both againft this
gentleman feems to have rifen from the {fame caude,
his difcovering defigns againft the government. It
was Mr. Harley who detected the treafonable cor-
refpondence of Greg, and fecured him betimes ;
when a certain great man, who fhall be namelefs,
had, out of the depth of his politics, fent him a
caution to make his efcape, which would certainly
have fixed the appearance of guilt upon Mr. Har-
ley : But when that was prevented, they would
have enticed the condemned criminal, with promife
of a pardon, to write and fign an accufation a-
gainft the Secretary : But, to ufe Greg’s own €x-
preffion, ¢ His death was nothing near {o igno-
< minjous, as would have been fuch a life, that
« muft be faved by proftituting his confcience.”
The fame gentleman now lies ftabbed by his other
enemy, a Popifb [py, whofe treafon he hath dif-
covered. God preferve the reft of her Majefty’s
minifters from fuch Proteffants, and from fuch
Papifts !

I fhall take occafion to hint at fome particulari-
ties in this furprifing fa&, for the fake of thofe at
a diftance, or who may not be thoronghly inform-
ed. The murderer confefled in Newgate, that his
chief defign was againft Mr. Sccretary St. John,
who happened to change feats with Mr. Harley for
more convenience of examining the criminal : and
being afked what provoked him to ftab the Chan-
cellor, he faid, that not being able to come at the
Secretary as he intended, it was fome {atisfaction
to murder the perfon whom he thought Mr. St.
John loved beft *.

']

# How much he was mifiaken, appears by Lord Bolingbroke's
Tetier to Sir William Wyndbam.

7 : And
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And here, if Mr. Harley hath fill any enemies
left, whom his blood {pilt in the public fervice can-
not reconcile, I hope they will at leaft admire his
magnanimity, which is a quality efteemed even in
an enemy : and I think there are few greater in-
itances of it to be found in ftory. After the
wound was given, he was obferved neither to
change his countenance, nor difcover any concern
or diforder in his fpeech. He rofe up and walked
about the room, while he was able, with the great-
eft tranquility during the height of the confufion.
‘When the furgeon came, he took him afide, and
defired he would inform him freely whether the
wound were mortal, becaufe in that cafe, he faid,
he had fome affairs to fettle relating to his family,
The blade of the penknife, broken by the violence
of the blow againft a rib, within a quarter of an
inch of the handle, was dropt out (I know not
whether from the wound or his cloaths) as the fur-
geon was going to drefs him ¢ he ordered it to be
taken up, and wiping it him{clf, gave it fome body
to keep, faying, he thought it now properly belonged
#0 him. He fhewed no fort of refentment, nor
fpoke one violent word againft Guifcard, but ap-
peared all the while the leaft concerned of any in
the company. A ftate of mind, which in fuch an
exigency nothing but innocence can give, and is
truly worthy of a Chriftian philofopher,

If there be really {o great a difference in princi-
ple between the high-flying Whigs and the friends of
France, T cannot but repeat the queftion, how came
they to join in the deftruction of the fame man ?
Can his death be poflibly for the intereft of both ?
or have they both the fame quarrel againft him,
that he is perpetually difcovering and preventing
the treacherous defigns of our enemies ? ,However
it be, this great minifter may now fay with St. Paul,
that he hath been ¢ in perils by his own country-
** men, and in perils by firangers,”

In
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In the midit of fo melancholy a fubje, I cannot
but congratulate with our own country, that fuch
a favage monfter as the Marquis de Guilcard is
none of her produdtion ; a wretch perhaps more
deteftable in his own nature, than even this barba-
rous aét has been yet able to reprefent him to the
world. For there are good reafons to belicve,
from feveral circumftances, that he had intentions
of a deeper dye than thofe he happened to exc-
cute ; 1 mean fuch as every good fubjet muft
tremble to think on. He hath of late been fre-
quently feen going up the back-ftairs at court, and
walking alone in an outer room adjoining to her
Majefty’s bedchamber. He hath often, and ear-
neftly prefied, for fome time, to have accefs to the
Queen, even fince his correfpondence with France.
And he has now given fuch a proof of his difpofi-
tion, as leaves it eafy to guefs what was before in
his thoughts, and what he was capable of attempt-
ing.

It is humbly to be hoped, that the legiflature will
interpofe on {0 extraordinary an occafion as this,
and dire& a punitfhment * fome way proportiona-
ble to fo execrable a crime,

Et quicunque tuum violavit vulncre corpus,
Morte luat merita

#* Anaf was immediately paffed to make an attempt on the life
of a privy counfellor, in the execution of his office, felony without
benefit of clergy,
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De libertate retinenda, qua certe nibil ¢ff dulcius, tibi
affentior.

TI—IE apologi-s of the ancient fathers are reckoned
to have been the moft ufeful parts of their wri-
tings, and ro have done greateft fervice tothe Chrifti-
an religion ; becaufe they removed thofe mifrepre-
{entations which had done it moft injury. The me-
thods thefe writers took, were openly and freely to
difcover every point of their faith, to detect the falfe-
hood of their accufers, and to charge nothing upon
their adverfaries but what they were fure to make
good. This example hath been ill followed of later
times ; the papi/ls fince the reformation ufing all arts
to palliate the abfurdities of their tenets, and load-
ing the reformers with a thoufand calumnies ; the
confequence of which hath been only a more va-
rious, wide, and inveterate feparation. It is the
fame thing in civil fchifms ; a #hig forms an image
of a 7ory juft after the thing he moft abhors, and
that image ferveth to reprefent the whole body.
I am not fenfible of any material difference there
-is between thofe who call themfelves the o/d Whigs,
and a great majority of the prefent Tories, at leaft
by all I could ever find from examining feveral per-
fons of each denomination. But it muft be con-
fefled, that the prefent body of #higs, as they now
contftitute that party, is a very odd mixture of man-
kind, being forced to enlarge their bottom by tak-
ing in every heterodox profeflor either in religion
or government, whofe opinions they were obliged
to encourage for fear of leflening their number ;
while



Ne 33. THE EXAMINER. g

while the bulk of the landed men and people were
entirely of the old fentiments; However, they ftilk
pretended a due regard to the menarchy and the
church, even at the time when they were making
the largeft fteps towards the ruin of both : but not
being able to wipe off the many accufations laid to
their charge; they endeavoured, by throwing of
fcandal, to make the 7ories appear blacker tham
themfelves ; that {o the people might join with
them, as the {malier evil of the two.

But among all the reproaches which the Whigs
have flung upon their adverfaries, there is none
hath done them more fervice than that of paffive
obedience; as they reprefent it, with the confequen-
ces of non-refiftance, arbitrary power, indefeafible
right, tyranny, Popery, and what not: There is no
accufation which hath pafled with more plaufibility
than this, nor any that is fupported with lefs jui-
tice. In order therefore to undeceive thofe who
have been mifled by falfe reprefentations, I thought
it would be no improper undertaking to fet this
matter in a fair light, which I think hath not yet
been done. A Whig atks, whether you hold pafives
obedience # You affirm it: he then immediately cries
out, you are a Facchite, a friend of France and
the Pretender | becaufe he makes you anfwerable
for the definition he hath formed of that term,
however different it be from what you underftand.
I will therefore give two deferiptions of paffive
obedience ; the firft as it is falfely charged by the
Whigs, the other as it is really profefied by the Zories,
at leaft by nineten i twenty of all I ever converfed
with,

Pafffive cbedience, as charged by the WHIGS.

THE do&trine of pafive obedience is to. be-

lieve, that a king, even in a limited monar-
chy, holding his power only from God, is only

anfwer-
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anfwerable to him : that fuch a king is above all
law ; that the cruelleft tyrant muft be {ubmitted to
in all things ; and if his commands be ever fo un-
lawful, you muft neither fly nor refift, nor ufe any
other weapons than prayers and fears. Although he
fhould force your wife or daughter, murder your
children before your face, or cut oft five hundred
heads in a morning for his diverfion ; you are ftill
to with him a long, profperous reign, and be pa-
tient under all his cruelties with the fame refigna-
tion as under a plague or a famine ; becaufe to_re-
fift him would be to refift God in the perfon of his
vicegerent, If a king of England fhould go thro’
the ftreets of London, in order to murder every
man he met, paffive obedience commands them to
fubmit. All laws made to limit him fignify nos
thing, although pafled by his own confent, if he
thinks fit to break them. God will indeed call
him to a fevere account; but the whole people
united to a2 man cannot prefume to hold his hands,
or offer him the leaft aftive difebedience 5 the peo-
ple were certainly created for him, and not he for
the people. His next heir, although worfe than
what I have defcribed, although a fool or a mad-
man, hath a divine indefeafible right to fucced him,
which no law can difannul ; nay, although he fhould
kill his father upon the throne, he is immediate-
ly King to all intents and purpofts; the pofleflion
of the crown wiping off all ftains, But whofoe-
ver fits on the throne without this title, though
ever {o peaceably, and by confent of former kings
and parliaments, is an ufurper, while there is any
where in the world another perfon, who hath a
nearer hereditary right ; and the whole kingdom
lies under mertal fin, till that heir be reftored,
becaufe he hath a divine title, which no human
law can defeat.

This
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This and a great deal more hath, in a thoufand
papers and pamphlets, been laid to that dotrine
of paffive cbedience, which the Whigs are pleafed to
charge upon us. This is what they are perpetu-
ally inftilling into the people, as the undoubted
principle, by which the prefent miniftry, and a
great majority in parliament do at this tme pro-
ceed. This is what they accufe the clergy of deli»
vering from the pulpits, and of preaching up as a
doltrine abfolutely neceflary to falvation. And
whoever affirms in general, that paffive obedience is
due to the fupreme power, he is prefently loaded
by our candid adverfaries with fuch confequences
as thefe, Let us therefore fee what this dodtrine
is, when ftript of fuch mifreprefentations, by de-
feribing it as really taught and pradifed by the 7o-
ries ; and then it will appear what grounds our ad-
verfaries have to aceufe us upon this article.

Paffive cbedience, as profefled and praélifed by the
TORIES,

THEY think that in every government, whether
monarchy or republic, there is placed a fupreme,
.Abi(nut;, unlimited power, to which paffive cbedi-
ence is due. That whoever is intrufted the power
of making laws, that power is without all bounds;
can lnp-.(ﬂ or enat at pleafure, whatever laws it
thinks fit; and juftly demand univerfal obedience
and non-refiftance. That among us, as every body
knows, this power is lodged in the King or Queen,
together with the Lords dnd Commons of the king-
dom' and therefore all decrees whatfoever m’ule
by that pu\\ er, are to be actively or pafively obeyed.
That the .1d_m1mltmnon, or executive part of “this
power is in -ngl.znd folely intrufted with the prince,
who in adminiftering thofe laws ought to be no
more refifted than the legiflative power 1[1..!r. But
they do not conceive the fame abfolute palfive obe-

oL 1LE L dience
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dience to be due to a limited prince’s commands,
when they are direétly contrary to the laws he hath
confented to, and fworn to maintain, ‘The crown
may be fued, as well as a private perfon; and if an
arbitrary king of England fhould fend his officers
to {eize my lands or goods againft law, I can law-
fully refift them. The minifters, by whom he aéts,
are liable to profecution and impeachment, although
his own perfon be facred. But if he interpofe his
royal authoriry to fupport their infolence, I {fee no
remedy, until it grows a general grievance, or until
the body of the people have reafon to apprehend
it will be fo ; after which it becomes a cafe of ne-
ceflity, and then I fuppofe a free people may aflert
their own rights, yet without any violation to the
perfon or lawful power of the prince. But altho’
the Tories allow all this, and did juftify it by the
thare they had in the rewvolution; yet they fee no
reafon for entering into fo ungrateful a fubjedt, or
raifing controverfies upon it, as if we were in daily
apprchenfions of #yranny under the reign of fo ex-
cellent a princefs, and while we have fo many laws
of late years made to limit the prerogative ; when,
according to thofe who know our conftitution beft,
things rather feem to lean to the other extreme,
which is equally to be avoided. Asto the fuccef-
fion ; the 7ories think an' bereditary right to be the
beit in its own nature, and moft agreeable to our
old conftitution ; yet at the fame time they allow it
to be defeafible by aft of parliament; and fo is
magna charta too, if the legiflature think fit: which
is a truth fo manifeft, that no man who under-
ftands the nature of government, can be in doubt
concerning it.

"Thefe I take to be the fentiments of a great ma-
jority among the Tories with refpedt to paffive obe-
dience; and if the Whigs infift, from the writings
or common talk of warm and ignorant men, to

form
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form a judgment of the whole body, according to
the firft account I have here given; Iwill engage to
produce as many of their fide, who are utterly a-
gainft paffive obedience even to the legiflature ; who
will affert the laft refort of power to be in the peo-
ple againft thofe whom they have chofen and truft-
ed as their reprefentatives, with the prince at the
head ; and who will put wild improbable cafes to
{hew the refonablenefs and neceflity of refifting the
legiflative power in fuch imaginary junétures. Than
which however nothing can be more idle; for 1
dare undertake in any fyftem of government, ei-
ther fpeculative or practic, that was ever yet in
the world, from Plato’s republic to Harrington’s
Oceana, to put fuch difficulties as cannot be an-
{wered.

All the other calumnies raifed by the #higs may
be as eafily wiped off; and I have charity to wifh
they could as fully anfwer the juft accufations we
have againit them. Dodwell, Hickes, and Leflie
are gravely quoted to prove, that the Tories defign
to bring in the pretender ; and if I {hould quote
them to prove that the fame thing is intended by
the Whigs, it would be full as reafonable ; fince I
am fure they have at leaft as much to do with Non-
jurors as we, But our objections againft the Whigs
are built upon their conftant practice for many
years, whereof I have produced an hundred in-
fances, againft any fingle one of which no anfwer
hath yet been attempted, although I have been cu-
rious enough to look into all the papers I could
meet with, that are written againit the Examiner ;
fuch a tafk as, I hope, no man thinks I would un-
dergo for any other end but that of finding an op-
portunity to own and re&ify my miftakes ; as I
would be ready to do upon the call of the me neft
adverfary. Upon which occafion I fhall take leave
to add a few words, .

L2 I flat-
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I flattered myfelf laft Thurfday, from the nature
of my fubjeé, and the inoffenfive manner I han-
dled it, that I fhould have one week’s refpite from
thofe mercilefs pens, whofe feverity will {fome time
break my heart: but I am deceived, and find them
more violent than ever, They charge me with two
lies and a blunder. 'The firft lie is a truth, that
Guifcard was invited over; but it is of no confe-
quence. I do not tax it as a fault; fuch fort of
men have often been ferviceable : I only blamed
the indifcretion of raifing a profligate abbot, at the
firft ftep, to a licutenant-general, and colonel of a
regiment of horfe, without ftaying fome reafona-
ble time, as is ufual in fuch cafes, until he had gi-
ven fome proofs of his fidelity, as well as of that
intereft and credit he pretended to have in his
country, But that is faid to be another lie ; for
he was a Papiff, and could not have a regiment :
however, this other lie is a truth too ; for a regi-
ment he had, and paid by us, to his agent, Mon-
fieur le Bas, for his ufe. The third is a blunder,
- that I fay Guifcard’s defign was againft Mr. Secre-
tary St. John, and yet my reafonings upon it are,
as if it were perfonally againft Mr. Harley. But I
fay no fuch thing, and my reafonings are juft. I
relate only what Guifcard faid in Newgate, becaufe
it was a particularity the reader might be curicus
to know, (and accordingly it lies in a paragraph
by itfelf, after my refleftions) ; but I never meant
to be anfwerable for what Guifcard faid, or thought
it of weight enough for me to draw conclufions
from thence, when I had the addrefs of both
houfes to direét me better ; where it is exprefsly
faid, ¢ that Mr. Harley’s fidelity to her Majefty,
““ and zeal for her fervice, have drawn upon him
¢ the hatred of all the abettors of Popery and
“ faction,” This is what I believe, and what §
thall ftick to, :

: But
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But, alas! thefe are not the paflages which have
raifed fo much fury 1g1§nf't me., One or two mii-
takes in facts of no importance, or a fingle blun-
der, would not have provoked them ; tluy are not
{o tender of my reputation as a writer, All their
outrage is occafioned by thofe paflages in that pa-
per, which they do not in the leaft pretend to an-
fiver, and with the utmoft reluctancy are forced o
mention. They take abundance of pains to cleir
Guifcard from a defign againft Mr. h‘ulq s life s
but offer not one 11"*'1111eut to clear their other
friends, who, in the bufinefs of Greg, were equal-
1y guilty of the fame a’cfg:z againft the fame pcrmz :
\ui:f/} tongues were very [war ;f_., and v.\hoh_ penknives

wWEre axes,
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No 34. Thurfday, March 29, 1711.

Sunt bic etiam fua premia laud; ;
Sunt lachryme rerum, et mentum mortalia tangunt.

Begin to be heartily weary of my employment as
Examiner; which I with the miniftry would con-
fider with half {fo much concern as I do, and aflign
me fome other with lefs pains, and a penfion.
There may foon be a vacancy either on the bench,
in the revenue, or the army, and I am equally qua-
lified for each ; but this trade of examining, Iap-
prehend, may at one time or other, go near to four
my temper. I did lately propofe, that fome of
thofc ingeniclts Pens which are engaged on the other
f?rlc, mmht b(, employed to facceed me ; and I un-
dertook to bring them over for #'other crown : but
it
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it was anf{wered, that thofe gentlemen do much
better fervice in the ftations where they are. It
was added, that abundance of abufes yet remain-
ed to be laid open to the world, which I had oft-
en promifed to do, but was too much diverted by
other {ubjets that came into my head. On the
other fide, the advice of fome friends, and the
threats of many enemies, have put me upon
confidering what would become of me, if times
Jhould alter : this I have done very maturely, and
the refule is, that I am in no manner of pain.
I grant, that what I have faid upon occafion, con-
cerning the late men in power, may be called fa-
tire by {fome unthinking people, as long as that fac-
tion is down ; but if ever they come into play a-
gain, I muft give them warning beforehand, that
I thall expect to be a fawourite, and that thofe pre-
tended advocates of theirs will be pillored for el
lers. For I appeal to any man, whether I ever
charged that party, or its leaders, with one fingle
action or defign, which (if we may judge by their
former pradtices) they will not openly profefs, be
proud of, and fcore up for merit, when they come
again to the head of affairs ? I faid, they were in-
folent to the Queen: will they not value themfelves
upon that, as an argument to prove them bold af-
fertors of the people’s liberty 2 I affirmed, they
were againft a peace : will they be angry with me
for fetting forth the refinements of their politics,
in purfuing the only method left to preferve them
in power ? I faid, they had involved the nation in
debts, and ingroffed much of its money : they go
beyond me, and boaft they have got it a//, and the
credit t00. I have urged’ the probability of their
intending great alterations in religion and govern-
ment : if they deftroy both at their next coming,
will they not reckon my foretelling it rather as a
panegyric than an affront? I faid, they had for-

merly
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merly a defign againft Mr, Harley’s * life: if they
were now in power, would they not immediately
cut off his head, and thank me for juﬁif\'ind the
fincerity of their intentions ? In thort, there is no-
thing I ever faid of thofe w orthy patriots, which
may not be as well excufed : therefore as foon as
they refume their places, I pofitively defign to put
in my claim ; and I think, may do it with a better
grace than many of that party who now make their
court to the p1dmt miniftry. I know two or
three sjr eat men, at whofe levees you may daily ob-
ferve a {core of the moft forward fJ.CLS, which every
body is athamed of, except thofe who wear them.
But I conceive, my pretenfions will be upon a ve-
ry different foot. Let me offer a parallel cafe :
.‘mppolv K, Charles I. had entirely fubdued the re-
bels at Nafeby, and reduced the’ kingdom to his
obedience ; whoever had gone .1bout to reafon
from the former conduét of thofe faints, thatif the
viftory had fallen on their fide, they would have
murdered their prince, defiroyed monarchy and
the church, and made the King’s party compound
for their eftates as delinquents, would have been
called a falfe uncharitable libeller by thofe very
petfons, who afterwards 01011Ld in all this, and
called it the work of the Ir d, when they happened
to fucceed. I remember there was a pulou fined
and imprifoned for [candalum magnatum, becaufe he
faid t]"!l. Duke of York was 2 Pdpli‘r but when
that prince came to be King, and made open pro-
feflion of his 1f"iiaion, he had the juftice immedi-
ately to relcafe his prifoner, who in “his opinion had
put a compliment npon him, and not a reproach ¢
and therefore Colonel Titus, who had warmly af-
ferted the {fame thing in p.ulumcnt, was made
privy counfellor.
By this rule, if that which for fome politic rea-

¥ See The Examiner, No 32,
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fons is now called fcandal upon the late miniftry,
proves one day to be only an abftrat of fuch a
charater as they will aflume and be proud of, I
think I may fairly offer my pretenfions, and hope
for their favour : and I am the more confirmed in
this notion, by what I have obferved in thofe pa-
pers that come out weekly againft the Examiner.
The authors are perpetually telling me of my in-
gratitude to my mafters ; that I blunder and betray
the caufe ; and write with more bitternefs againft
thofe who hire me, than againft the Whigs. Now,
1 took all this at firft only for fo many ftrains of
wit, and pretty paradoxes to divert the reader; but,
upon further thinking, I find they are ferious. I
imagined I had complimented the prefent miniftry
for their dutiful behaviour to the Queen, for their
love of the old conftitution in church and ftate,
for their generofity and juftice, and for their defire
of a fpeedy honourable peace: but it feems I am
miftaken, and they reckon all this for {atire, be-
caufe it is direétly contrary to the praftice of all
thofe whom they fet up to defend, and utterly a-
gainft all their notions of a good miniftry. There-
fore I cannot but think they have reafon on their
fide : for, fuppofe I fhould write the charaéter of
an honeft, a religious, and a learned man; and
fend the firft to Newgare, the fecond to the Gre-
cian coffechoufe, and the laft to White’s ; would
they not all pafs for fatires, and juftly enough,
among the companies to whom they were fent ?

Having therefore employed feveral papers in fuch
fort of panegyrics, and but very few on what they
underftand to be faiires, I {hall henceforth npon
occafion be more liberal of the latter ; of which
they are like to have a tafte in the remainder of
this prefent paper.

Among all the advantages which the kingdom
hath received by the late change of miniftry, the
greateft muft be allowed to be the calling of the

prefent
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prefent parliament upon the diffolution of the laft.
It is acknowledged, that this excellent aflembly hath
entirely recovered the honour of parliaments, which
had been unhappily proftituted for fome years paft,
by the fatious proceedings of an unnatural majo-
rity, in concert with a moft corrupt adminiftration.
It is plain, by the prefent choice of members, that
ele¢tors of England, when left to themielves, do
rightly underftand their true intereft. The mode-
ratc Whigs begin to be convinced, that we have
been all this while in wrong hands, and that things
are now as they thould be : and that as the prefent
houfe of Commons is the beft reprefentative of
the nation, that hath ever been fummoned in our
memories, {o they have taken care in their firft
feflion, by that noble bill of qualification *, that fu-
ture parliaments {hiould be compofed of landed
men ; and our properties lie no more at the mercy
of thofe who have none themfelves, or at leaft on-
ly what is tranfient or imaginary. If there be any
gratitude in pofterity, the memory of this aflembly
will be always celebrated ; if otherwife, at leaft we,
who fhare in the bleflings they derive to us, ought
with grateful hearts to acknowledge them.

I defign in fome following papers to draw up a
lift (for I can do no more) of the great things
this parliament hath already performed ; the many
abufes they have deteéted ; their juftice in deciding
elections without regard to party ; their chearful-
nefs and addrefs in raifing fupplies for the war, and
at the fame cime providing for the nation’s debts;
their duty to the Queen, and their kindnefs to the
church. In the mean time I cannot forbear men-
tioning two particulars, which, in my opinion, do dif-
cover, in fome meafure, the temper of the prefent par-
liament, and bear analogy to thofe pafiages related

* The qualification required by this a& is fome eftate in land,
either in poffeflion or certain reverfion,  See NO 44,
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by Plutarch in the lives of certain great men ;
which, as himfelf obferveth, ¢ although they be
¢ not of actions which make any great noife or fi-
gure in hiftory, yet give more light into the
charadters of perfons, than we could receive
froman account of their moft renownedatchieve-
ments.”’ .
Something like this may be obferved from two
late inftances of decency and good nature in that il-
luftrious aflembly I am fpeaking of. The firft was,
when after that inhuman attempt upon Mr, Har-
ley they were pleafed to vote an addrefs to the
Queen, wherein they exprefs their utmoft detefta-
tion of the fadt, their high efteem and great con-
cern for that able minifter, and juftly impute his
misfortunes to that zeal for her Majefty’s fervice,
which had drawn upon him the hatred of all the abet-
tors of Popery and faftion. 1 dareaffirm,thatfo dif=
tinguifhing a mark of honour and good-will from
fuch a parliament was more acceptable to a perfon
of Mr, Harley’s generous nature, than the moft
bountiful grant that was ever yet made to a fubjeét 3
as her Majefty’s anfwer, filled with gracious ex-
preflions in lis favour, adds more to his reaf
glory, than any titles {he could beftow. The prince
and reprefentatives of the wholekingdom join in
their concern for fo important a life: Thefc are
the true rewards of virtue; and this is the coms=
merce between noble {pirits in a coin which the
giver knows where to beftow, and the receiver how
to value, although neither avarice nor ambition
would be able to comprehend its worth,

The other inftance 1 intend to produce of decerncy
and good nature in the prefent houfe of Commons,
relates to their moft worthy fpeaker #; who having
unfortunately loft his cldeft fon, the affembly,
moved with a generous pity for fo fenfible an af-
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* William Bromley, Efg;
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fliction, adjoured themfelves for a week, that fo
good a fervant of the public might have fome in-
terval to wipe away a father’s tears. And indeed
that gentleman hath too juft an occafion for his
grief by the death of a fon who had already ac-
quired fo great a reputation for every amiable gua-
lity, and who might have lived to be fo great an
_honour and an ornament to his ancient family.

Before I conclude, I muft defire one favour of
thereader; that when he thinks it worth his while
to perufe any paper written againft the Examiner,
he will not form his judgment by any mangled
quotation out of it, which he finds in fuch papers,
but be {o juft to read the paragraph referred to;
which I am confident will be found a fufficient an-
fiver to all that ever thofe papers can object; at
leaft I have feen above fifty of them, and never yet
obferved one fingle quotation tranfcribed with com-
mon candor, '

SSHSOO0HSIS0SD0S00D0002000H0DTY
No. 33. Thurfday, April 5. 1711,

5
N

Nulla fin peccato impediantur, quo minus alterius
, s 4
peccata demonfirare poffint.

I Have been confidering the old conftitution of
this kingdom; comparing it with the monarchies
and republics whereof we meet fo many accounts in
ancient ftory, and with thofe at prefent in moft
parts of Europe. I have confidered our religion,
eftablithed here by the legiflature foon after the
reformation, I have likewife examined the genius
and difpofition of the people under that reafonable
freedom they poflefs. Then I have turned my re-
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flettions upon thofe two great divifions of Wiz and
Zory (which fome way or other take in the whole
kingdom) with the principles they both profefs, as
well as thofe wherewith they reproach one another.
From all this I endeavour to determine from which
fide her prefent Majefty may reafonably hope tor
moft {ecurity to her perfon and government,and to
which fhe ought in prudence to truft the admini-
firation of her affairs. If thefe two rivals were
really no more than partics, according to the com-
mon acceptation of the word, I fhould agree with
thofe politicians who think a prince defcends from
his dignity by putting himfelf at the head of either;
and that his wifeft courfe is to keep them in a ba-
lance, raifing or deprefling either as it beft {uits
with his defigns, But when the vifible intereft of
his crown and kingdom lies on one fide ; and when
the other is but a faétion, raifed and firengthened
by incidents and intrigues, and by deceiving the
people with falfe reprefentations of things ; he
ought in prudence to take the firft opportunity of
opening his fubjets eyes, and declaring himfelf in
favour of thofe who are for preferving the civil and
religious rights of the nation, whercwith his own

are {o interwoven. :
"This was certainly our cafe; for I do not take
the heads, advocates, and followers of the Whigs to
make up, ftrictly {peaking, a national party ; being
patched up of heterogencous, inconfiftent parts,
whom nothing ferved to unite, but the common
intereft of {haring in the {poil and plunder of the
people; their prefent dread of their adverfaries,
by whom they apprehended to be called to an ac-
count ; and that general confpiracy of endeavour-
ing to overturn the church and ftate, which how-
ever if they could have compaffed, they would cer-
tainly have fallen outamong themfelves, and broke
in pieces, as their predeceflors did after they de-
firoyed

No 35,
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ftroyed the monarchy and religion. For how could
a Whig, who is againft all difcipline, agree with a
Prefbyterian, who carries it higher than the Papifts
themfelves ¢ How could a Sg:inian adjuft his mo-
dels to either ? or how could any of thefe cement
with a Deift, or Freethinker, when they came to
confult upon points of faith ? Neither would they
have agreed better in their fyftems of government ;
where fome would have been for a king under the
limitations of a Duke of Venice; others for a
Dutch republic ! a third party for an ariftocracy;
and moft of all for fome new fabric of their own
contriving.

But however, let us confider them as a party,
and under thofe general tenets wherein they a-
greed, and which they publicly owned, without
charging them with any that they pretend to deny.
‘Then, let us examine thofe principles of the Tories
which their adverfaries allow them to profefs, and
do not pretend to tax them with any ations con-
trary to thofe profeffions : After which let the
reader judge, from which of thefe two parties a
prince hath moft to fear; and whether her Maj fty
did not confider the eafe, the fafety, and dignity
of her perfon, the fecurity of her crown, and the
tranfmiffion of monarchy to her Proteftant fuccef-
fors, when fhe put her affairs into the prefent
hands.

Suppofe the matter were not entire ; the Queen
to make her choice; and for that end, fhould or-
der the principles on both fides to be fairly laid be-
fore her. Firft, I conceive, the Whigs would grant,
that they have naturally no very great veneration
for crowned heads ; that they allow the perfon of the
prince may, upon mwany occafions, be refifted by
arms ; and that they do not condemn the warraifed
again{t K, Charles I. or own it to be a rebellion, al-
though they would be thought to blame his mur-
der. They do not think the prerogative to be yet

fufficiently
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fufficiently limited ; and have therefore taken care
(as a particular mark of their yeneration for the

illuftrions houfe of Hanover) to elip it fiill clofer

againft the next reign : which confequently they
would be glad to fee done in the prefent; not to

.mention that the majority of them, if it were put

to the vote, would allow that they prefer a com-

.monwealth before a monarchy. Asto religion ;

their univerfal undifputed maxim is, that it ought
to make no diftinétion at all among Proteftants ;

.and in the word.Prorgftant. they include every body

who is not a Papi/f, and who will by an oath give
fecurity to the government, Union in difcipline
and docirine, the offenfive fin of {chifm, the no-
tion of a church and a hierarchy ; they laugh at as
foppery, cant, and pricflcraft. They fce no neceflity
at all that therethould be a national faith ; and what
we ufually call by that name, they only ftyle the

Jreligion of the magifirate®. Since the diflenters and
-we agree in the main, why fhould the difference of
-a few {peculative points or modes of drefs incapa-
citate them from ferving their prince and county in

a junéture, when we ought to have all hands up a-
gainft the common enemy ? and why thould they
be forced to take the facramentfrom our clergy’s

<hands, and in our pofture ; or indeced why compel-
:Jed to receive it at.all, when they take an employ-

nent which has nothing to do with religion ?
Thefe are the notions which moft of that party

avow, and which they do not endeavour to dii-
-guife or {fet off with falfe colours, or complain of
.being mifreprefented about. 1 have here placed
.them on purpofe in the fame light, which them-

felves do in the very apologies they make for what

.we accufe, them of ;.and how inviting even thefe doc-
-trings are for fuch 2 monarch to clofe with, as our

law, -both ftatute and common, underftands a

]

* See-Letter.on.ths Teft, vol. 3.
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x
King of England to be; let others decide, Butthen, if
to thefe we thould add other opirions, which moft
of their own writers juftify, and which their uni-
verfal pradtice hath given a fanéion to ; they
are no more than what a prince might reafon-
ably expect, asthe natural confequence of thofe a-
vowed principles. For when {uch perfons are at
the head of affairs, the low opinion they have of
princes will certainly lead- thém to violate that re-
{pect they ought to bear; and at the fame time;
their own want of duty to their fovereign is large-
ly made up, by exacting greater {ubmiffions to
themfelves from their fellow-fubjects ; it being
indifputably true, that the fame principle of pride
and ambition makes a man treat his equals with
infolence, in the fame proportion as he affronts his
fuperiors: as both prince and people have fuffi-
ciently fett from the late minifiry.

Then from their confeflfed notions of religion as
above related. I {ee no reafon to wonder, why they
countenanced not only all {orts of diffenters,
but the feveral gradations of freethinkers among us
(all which are openly inrolled in their party)
nor why they were fo very averfe from the
prefent eftablithed form of worthip, which, by
preferibing obedience to princes from the topic
of confcience, would be fure to thwart all their
fchemes of innovation.

One thing I might add, as another acknowledg-
ed maxim in that party, and in my opinion as dan-
gerous to the conftitution as any I have mentionéd ;
I mean, that of preferring on all occafionsthe mo-
neyed intereft before the /anded; which they were
fo far from denying, that they would gravely de-
bate the reafonablenefs- and’ juftice of it; and at
the rate they went on; might, in a little time,
have found a majority of reprefentatives fitly quiali-
fied to lay- thofe heavy burdenson the reft of the

nation,
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nation, which themfelves would not touch with
one of their fingers.

However, to deal impartially, there are fome moa
tives which might compel a prince under the necefli-
ty of affairs to deliver himfelf over to that party.
They were faid to poflefs the great bulk of cath,
and confequently of credit in the nation; and the
heads of them had the reputation of prefiding over
thofe focieties who have the great direftion of
both : So that all applications for loans to the pub-
lic fervice, upon any emergency, muft be made
through them ; and it might prove highly danger-
ous to difoblige them, becanfe in that cafe it was
not to be doubted, that they would be obitinate
and malicious, ready to obftruct all affairs, not on-
ly by fhutting their own purfes, but by endeavour-
ing to fink credit, although with fome prefent ima-
ginary lofs to themfelves, only to fhew it was a
creature of their own,

From this fummary of Whig principles and difpo-
fitions we find, what a prince may reafonably fear
and hope from that party, Letus now very bricfly
confider the doétrines of the Zories, which their
adverfaries will not difpute. As they prefer a well-
regulated monarchy before all other forms of go-
vernment, fo they think it next to impoflible to al-
ter that inftimtion here, without involving our
whole ifland in blood and defolation. They be-
Keve, that the prerogative of a fovereign ought ac
leaft to be held as facred and inviolable as the
rights of his people; if only for this reafon, be-
caufe without a due fhare of power he will not be
able to protet them. They think, that by many
known laws of this realm, both ftatute and com-
mon, neither the perfon nor lawful authority of
the prince ought, upon any pretence whatfoever,
to be refifted or difobeyed. Their {fentiments in
relation to the church are known enough, and will
not be contréverted, being juft the reverfe to what

i have
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I have delivered as the doétrine and pratice of the
Whigs upon that article.

But here I muft likewife deal impartially too;
and add one principle as a charalteriftic of the
Tories, which hath much difcouraged fome princes
from making ufe of them in affairs. Give the Whigs
but power enough to infult their {fovereign, ingrofs
his favours to themfelves, and to opprefs and plun-
der their fellow-fubjets ; they prefently grow into
good humour and good language towards the
crown ; profefs they will ftand by it with their
lives and fortunes ; and whatever rudenefles they
may be guilty of in private, yet they aflure the
world that there never was fo gracious a monarch,
But to the {hame of the Tories it muft be confefled,
that nothing of all this hath been ever obferved
in them ; in or out of favour, you fee no al-
teration, farther than a little cheerfulnefs or cloud
in their countenances : The higheft employments
can add nothing to their loyalty; but their beha-
viour to their prince, as well as their expreflions
of love and duty, are in all conditions exactly the
{fame

Having thus impartially ftated the avowed prin-
ciple of Whig and Tory ; let the reader determine as
he pleafeth, to which of thefe two a wife prince
may, with moft fafety to himfelf and the public,
truft his perfon and his affairs ; and whether it were
rathnefs or prudence in her Majefty to make thofe
changes in the miniftry, which have been fo high-
ly extolled by fome, and condemned by others.

Vou.IIL N Ne,
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FORFRFRNEL SNSRI
No. 36, Thurfday, April 12. 1711.

Tres [pecies tam diffimiles, tria talia texta,
Uhna dies dedit exitio

I Write this paper for the fake of the Diffenters,
whom I take to be the moft {preading branch of
the Whig party, that profeffeth Chriftianity ; and the
only one that feems to be zealous for any particular
{yitem of it ; the bulk of thofe we call the Lsw-
cburch being generally indifferent and undetermin-
ed in that point ; and the other fubdivifions having
not yet taken either the Old or New Teftament in-
to their fcheme. By the Diffenters, therefore, it
will eafily be underftood that I mean the Prefbyte-
rians, as they include the feéts of Anabapiifts, Inde-
pendent, and others, which have been melted down
into them fince the reffsration, This feét, in order
to make itfelf national, having gone fo far as to
raife a rebellion, murder their Kirg, deftroy mo-
narchy and the church, was afterwards broken in
pieces by it own divifions ; which made way for the
King’s return from his exile, However, the zeal-
ous among them did ftill entertain hopes of reco-
vering the dominion of grace ; whereof 1 have read
aremarkable paffage in a book publithed about the
year 1661, and written by one of their own fide.
As one of the regicides was going to his execution,
a friend atked him, whetier he thought the caufz
would revive ? He anfwered, the caufe is in the bo-
Jom of Chrift 5 and as fure as Chrift rofe from the
deady [o fure will the caufe revive alfa. And there-
fore
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‘fore the Nonconfarmifts were firi¢tly watched, and
reftrained by penal laws, during the reign of King
«Charles II. the court and kingdom locking on them
as a faélion ready to join in any defign againft the
government in church or ftate. And furely this
was reafonable enough, while fo many continued
alive who had voted, and fought, and preached a-
gainft both, and gave no proof that they had chang-
ed their principles, The Nonconformiffs were then
exatly upon the fame foot with our Nomjurors
now, whom we double tax, forbid their conven-
ticles, and keep under hatches, without thinking
ourfelves poflefled with a perfecuting '{pirit; be-
caufe we know they want nothing but the power to
ruin us, This, in my opinion, fhould altogether
filence the Diffenters complaints of perfecution un-
der K. Charles II. or make them fthew us wherein
they differed at thar time, from what our Facobites
are now,

Their inclinations to the church were foon dif-
covered, when King James II. fucceeded to the
crown, with whom they unanimoufly joined 'in its
ruin to revenge themfelves for that reftraint they
had moft juftly fuffered in the foregoing reign,
not from the perfecuting temper of the clergy, as
their clamours would fuggeft, but the prudence
and caution of the legiflature. The fame indul-
gence againft law was made ufe of by them and the
Papifts ; and they amicably employed their power,
as in defence of one common intereft. :

But the revolution happening foon after, ferved
towath away the memory of Slc rebellion ; upon
which the run againft Pspery was no doubt as juft
and feafonable, as that of Fanatici/m after the re-
ftoration ; and the dread of Pgpery being then our
lateft danger, and confequently the moft frefh up-
on our {pirits, all mouths were open againft that ;
the Diffenters were rewarded with an indulgence by
law ; the rebellion and King’s murder were now
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no longer a reproach ; the former was only a civil
war, and whoever durft call it a rebellisn was a fa-
cobite and a friend to France. This was the more
unexpelted, becaufe the revolution being wholly
brought about by church-of-England hands, they
hoped one good confequence of it would be the re-
lieving us from the incroachments of Diffenters, as
well as thofe of Papiffs; fince both had equally con-
federated towards our ruin: and therefore when
the crown was new fettled, it was hoped at leaft,
that the reft of the conftitution would be reftored.
But this affair took a very different turn : the Dif-
Jenters had juft made a fhift to fave a tide, and join
with the Prince of Orange, when they found all
was defperate with their proteétor K. James; and
obferving a party then forming againft the old
principles in church and ftate, under the name of
Whigs and Low-churchmen, they lifted themfclves of
it, where they have ever fince continued.

It is therefore upon the foot they now are that I
would apply myfelf to them, and defire they would
confider the different circumftances at prefent from
what they were under, when they began their de-
iigns againft the church and monarchy about {feven-
ty years ago. At that juncture they made up the
body of the party ; and whofoeverjoined with them
trom principles of revenge, difcontent, ambition,
or love of change, were all forced to {helter under
their denomination ; united heartily in the preten-
ces of a further and purer reformation in religion,
and of advancing the great work (as the cant was
then) that God was about to do in thefe nations ; re-
ceived the {yftems of doéirine and difepline preferi-
bed by the Scots, and readily took the cowenant ;
{o that there appeared no divifion among them, till
after the common enemy was fubdued.

But now their cafe is quite otherwife; and Ican
hardly think it worth being of a party, upon the
terms they have been received of late years. For

fuppofe
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fuppofe the whole fa&ion fhould at length fucceed
in their defign of deftroying the church; are they
{fo weak to imagine, thatthe new-modelling of re-
ligion would be put into their hands? Would their
brethren, the Low-churchmen and Freethinkers, fub-
mit to their difeipline, their fynods, or their claffes;
and divide the lands of bithops, or deans and chap-
ters among them ? How can they help obferving,
‘that their allies, inftead of pretending more fancti-
ty than other men, are fome of them for levelling
all religion ; and the reft for abolifhing it? Is it
not manifeft, that they have been treated by their
confederates exactly after the fame manner as they
were by K. James 1I. made inftruments to ruin the
church ; not for their own f{akes, but under a pre-
tended project of univerfal freedom in opinion to
advance the dark defigns of thofe who employ
them ? For excepting the antimonarchical principle,
and a few falfe notions about liberty, I fee but little
agreement betwixt them; and even in thefe, I be-
licve, it would be impoflible to contrive a frame of
government that would pleafe them all, if they had
it now in their power to try. But however, to be
fure, the Prefbyterian inftitution would never ob-
tain, For {uppofe they fhould, in imitation of
their predecefiors, propofe to have no King but our
Saviour Chrift; the whole clan of Freethinkers
would immediately objeét and refufe his authoriry,
Neither would their Low-church brethren ufe them
better, as well knowing what enemies they are to
that doétrine of unlimited toleration, wherever
they are fuffered to prefide. So that upon the
whole I do not fee, as their prefent circumitances
ftand, where the Diffinters can find better quarter
than from the church of England.

Befides, I leave it to their confideration, whe-
ther, with all their zeal againft the church, they
ought not to thew a little decency ; and how far it
confifts with their reputation to aét in concert with

{fuch
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fuch confederates. It was reckoned a very infa-
mous proceeding in the prefent Moft Chriftian
King * to aflift the Turk again{t the Emperor : po-
licy and reafons of ftate were not allowed fufficient
excufes for taking part with an Infidel againt a Be-
liever, It isone of the Diffinters quarrels againft
the church, that fhe is not enough reformed from
Popery: yet they boldly entered inte a league with
Papifts and a Papifb prince to deftroy her. 'They
profefs much fanctity, and objeét againft the wic-
ked lives of fome of our members: yet théy have
been long, and fill continue, in {tri&t combina-
tion with Libertines and Atheifts to contrive our ru-
in, What if the Jews fhould multply, and be-
come a formidable party among us? Would the
Diffeaters join in alliance with them likewife, be-
caufe they agree already in fome general principles,
and becaufe the Jews are allowed to be afiff-necked
and rebetlious pesple ?

It is the part of wife men to conceal their paf-
fions, when they are not in civcumftances of exert-
ing them to purpofe; the arts of getting power,
and preferving indulgence, are very different. For
the tormer, the rcalonable hopes of the Diffenters
feem to be at an ead ; their comrades, the Whigs
and Frecthinkers, are julk in a condition proper to
be forfaken ; and the, parliament, as wwell as the
body of the people, will be deluded no longer.
Befides, it fometumes happens for a caufe to be ex-
haufted and worn out, as that of the #higs in ge-
neral feems at prefent to be ¢ the nation had felt e-
nough of it. Itisas vain to hope refloring that
decayed intereft, as for a man of fixty to talk of
entering on a new f{cene of life, that is only proper
for youth and vigour, New circumftances .and
new men muft arde, as well as new occafions,
which are not like to happen in our time, So that

¥ Lowis X1V, King of France,
the
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the Diffent:r. hdve no g t at prefent, but to
fecure their indul ence . in order to \"'E;ich, I wilk
bé fo bold to offer t ome i

Firft, Thatuntil fom ¢ e a little for-
got, thiey would take care not te pro qkn, )y any
violence of tongue or pen, fo great a majority a§
there is now ag“mﬁ them ; nor k:w up any longer
that combination with their broken ‘11 ies ; but di
perfe themfelves, and lie dormant againft fomc ’c\;t-
ter opportunity. I have thewn J_uy could have
got no ;1(1‘..‘.".1.1 e, if the late party had prevailed ;
and they \':m n.ut‘::s!}}' lofe none by its fall, unlefs
throug h their own They pretend a mighty

AMe

o

veneration for Ju let them give proof of
it by quitting th d-intereft of thofe who hive
ufed her i?) i nd by e refpect to the perfons
fhe is ].1 fed to truff at pre fent with her affairs.

When they can no longer hope to govern, when
firuggling can do them no. good, anc d may po{’mly
hurt them ; what is left, but to be filent and pai-
five ?

Secondly, Although
of God almi:
would be pri
derly as they can :
crify of the thin

o

e no law (befides that
. 2l conformity it
¢ to ufe it as ten=
infamous hypo-
nt pratice would
perhaps make a 3 wry. And after all
they have {aid to ] _" themfelves in 1h is point, it
ftill continues hard to w‘u ve, how thofe conici-
ences can preiend to be ferupulous, upon which an
employment hath more power than the love of u-
mity,
In the laff place, T am humbly of o
thL’ D: fm”f °rs wou I¢ i (*O well to LLO tha

]:\\ ag;

s

have la.unccl from their direétors, of a ‘L":ing to

be under horrible appreh

are in the intereft of the prefender, and would be

re .dy to embrace the firft

him aever, Itiswith the worft gracein the world that
they

cnfions, that the 7ories

cpportunity
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they offer to join in the cry upon this article : as if
thofe who «/one ftood in the gap againft all the in-
croachments of Pspery and arbitrary power, are
not more likely to keep out both than a fet of
febifmatics, who, to gratify their ambition and re-
venge, did, by the meaneft compliances, encou-
rage and fpirit up that unfortunate prince to fall
upon fuch meafures as muft at laft have ended in the
ruin of our liberty and religion,

P. S. I with thofe who give themfelves the trouble
to write to the Examiner, would confider whe-
ther that they fend be proper for fuch a paper to
take notice of. I had one letter laft week, writ-
ten, as I fuppofe, by a divine, to defire I would
offer fome reafons againft a bill now before the
parliament for aftertaining the tithe of haps ; from
which the writer apprehends great damage to the
clergy, efpecially the poorer vicars. If it be as
he fays, (and he feems to argue very reafonably
upon it), the convocation now fitting, will, no
doubt, upon due application, reprefent the mat-
ter to the houfe of Commons ; and he may ex-
peét all juftice and favour from that great budy,
who have already appeared fo tender of their
rights.

A gentleman likewife, who hath fent me feveral
letters relating to perfonal hardfhips he received
from fome of the late miniftry, is advifed to pu-
blith a narrative of them, they being too large,
and not proper for this paper.
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Smr‘zﬁcr caufee eventorum 1‘."2.«‘.;;"4' movent quam J}“ﬁ? £=
venta,

AM glad to obferve, that feveral among the
Whigs have begun very much to change their
language of late., The f{tyle is now among the
reafonable part of them, when they meet a man in
bufinefs, or a member of parliament ; Well, Gentle-
men, if you go on as you bave bitherto dore, we fhall
no longer have any precence to complain, They find,
it feems, that there have been yet no overtures
made to bring in the pretender, nor any preparatory
fteps towards it. They read no inilaving votes,
nor bills brought in to endanger the {ubjeét. The
indulgence to fcrupulous coniciences is again con-
firmed from the throne, inviolably preferved, and
not the leaft whifper offered that may affeét it. AH
care is taken to fupport the war ; fupplies chearful-
ly granted, and funds readily fubfcribed to, in {pite
of the little arts made ufe of to difcredit them. The
juft refentments of {feme, which are laudable in
themfelves, and which at another junéture it might
be proper to give way to, have been foftened or
diverted by the calmnefs of others. So that, up-
on the article of prcfcnt management, I do not
{ee how any objeétion of weight can well be raifed
However, our adverfaries {till alledge, that this
great fuccefs was wholly unexpected, and out of all
probable view : that in public affairs we ought leaft
of all others to judge by events: that the attempt
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of changing a miniftry, during the difliculties of a
long war, was rafh and inconfiderate: that if the

ueen were difpofed, by her inclinations, or from
any perfonal diflike, for fuch a change, it might
have been done with more fafety ina time of peace;
that if it had mifcarried by any of thofe incidents,
which in all appearance might have intervened,
the confequences would perhaps have ruined the
whole confederacy : and therefore, however it hath
now fucceeded, the experiment was too dangerous
to try.

But this is what we can by no means allow them.
We never will admit rafhnefs or chance to have,
produced all this harmony and crder. Tt is vifible
to the world, that the feveral fieps towards this
change were flowly taken, and with the utmofk
caution, The movers oblerved as they went on,
how matters would bear ; and advanced no farther
at firft, than {o as they might be able to ftop or go
back, if circumftances were not mature. Things
were grown to fuch a height, that it was no longer
the queftion, whether a perfon who aimed at an
employment, were a Whig or Tery ; much lefs whe-
ther he had merit, or proper abilities, for what he
pretended to: he muft owe his preferment only to
the favourites; and the crown was {o far from #e-
minating, that they would not allow it a negative,
"This the Queen was refolved no longer to endure ;
and began to break into their prefeription, by be-
{ftowing one or two places of confequence withont
confulting her ephori, after they had fixed them for
others, and concluded as ufual, that all their bufi-
neis was to fignify their pleafure to her Majefty,
But although the perfons the Queen had chofen
were fuch as no objeftion could well be raifed a-
gainit upon the fcore of party, yet the oli

wrchy took

the alarm ; their {overcign authority was, it feems,
called in queftion ; they grew into anger and dif-
content, as if their undoubted rights were viola-

ted,
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ted. All former obligations to their fovereign now
became cancelled ; and they put themielves upon
the foot of people, who are hardly ufed after the
mofit eminent fervices.

I believe all men, who know any thing in poli-
tics, will agree, that a prince thus treated by thofe
he hath moft confided in, and perpetually loaded
with his favours, ought to extricate himfelf as {foon
as poﬁlbl‘ ; and is then only blameable in his choice
of time, when he defers one minute after it is in
his power ; becaufe from the monftrous incroach-
ments of exorbitant avarice and ambition he cannot
tell how long it may continue to be fo. And it
will be u\lmd upon inquiring into hiftory, that
moft of thofe princes who have been ruined by fa-
vourites, have owed their misfortune to the ne 1lu-ft
of earlier remedies; deferring to firuggle, umil
they were quite th.

"The Whigs are every day curfing the ungoverna-
ble rage, the haughty pride, and infatiable cove-
toufnefs of a certain perfon, as the caufe of their
fall ; and are apt to tell their thoughts, that one
fﬂg/{.’ removal might have {et all things right. Bur
the interefts of timr fingle perfon were found upon
experience fo complncaud and woven with the reft
by low:, by awe, by marriage, by al lliance, that they
would rather confound heaven and uu‘th than dif-
folve fuch an union.

I have always heard and uvnderftood, that a king
of England poflefled of his people’s hearts, at the
head of a free parliament, and in full agreement
with a great majority, made the true figure in the
world that fuch a monarch ought to do$ and pur-
fued the real intereft of himfelf and his kingdom.
Will they allow her Majefty to be in thole circum-
ftances - at p;dcn ? And was it not plain by the
addrefles fent from all parts of the ifland, and by
the vifible difpofition of the people hfar fuch a
parliament would undoubtedly be chofen ? And fo

O 2 it
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it proved without the court’s ufing any arts to in-
fluence eleétions.

What people then are thefe in a corner, to whom
the conftitution muift truckle ? If the whole nation’s
credit cannot fupply funds for the war, without
humble “1“1)1](1(10-]5 from the entire leg1ﬂ1ture to a
few retailers of money, it is high time we fhould
fue for a peace. What new maxims are thefe,
which neither we nor our forefathers ever heard
of before L, and which no wife inftitution would e«
ver allow ? Muft our laws from henceforward pafs
the Bank and Eafi-India company, or have their
;um. affent before they are in force ?

Fo hear fome of thefe worthy reafoners talking
of Credit, that the is {o nice, fo fqueamifh, {o ca-
pricious, you would think they were defcribing a
lady troubled with vapours, or the colic, to be re-
moved only by a courfe of fleel, or fwn!bwvg a bul-
ff, By the narrownefs of their thoughts one
would i 1.‘.Ll(_{ ine, they conceived the world to be no
wider than E\dnm,c: alley. Itis probable they may
have fuch a fickly dame among them ; and it is well
if fhe hath no worfe difeafes, conﬁdcrmn what
hands fhe pafles through., But the Na namzl Credit
is of another complexion; of found health, and
an even temper ; her life and exiftence being a quin-
teflence drawn from the vitals of the whole kingdom :
and we find thefe money-politicians, after all their
noif:, to be of the fame opinion by the court they
paid her, when fhe lately appeared to them in the
form of a lttery.

As to that mighty error in politics they chargc
upon the Qecn, for chans fmgj her miniftry in the
height of a war, I fuppofe it is only looked upon
as an error umh r a Whiggifb r:(immﬁmtmn ; other-
wife the late King had much to anfwer for, who
did it pretty frequently. And it is well known,
that the late miniftry oFﬂr* wous memory was brought
in during the DlCﬁ."t’ war; only with this eircum-

ftance,
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ftance, that two or three of the chicf did firft change
their own principles, and thentcok in fuitable com-
panions,

But however, I {ee no reafon why the Tories
fhould not value their wifdom by events, as well
as the #higs. Nothing was ever thought a mere
precipitate, 1..{])L0unl\l’han that of alrering the coin
at the junéture it was done; yet the prudence of
the undertaking was fufficiently juftified by the fuc-
cefs. Perhaps it will be faid. that the attempt was
necefl Jl\' becaufe the whole pttles of money was
fo grievouf {ly Ll]}ﬂ)\_d and counterfeit: and is not
her Majefty’s authority as facred as her coin ? and
hath not that been r—c,u {candalouily clipped and
mangled, and often counterfeited too?

It is another grievous complaint of the Whigs,
that their late friends, and the whole party are
treated with abundance of h.n.my in pr mt, and in
1,“3\‘.“E(_L‘.!\ll‘ by the Examiner hey think it hard,
that when l‘.'_v are wholly de epr ived of powu hat-
ed by thc: peole, and out of all hope of re-cfia-
blithing themfe -lves, their infirmities fi.on.d be fo
often di] played in order to render them yet more
odious to mankind, This is what they employ their
writers to fet forth in their papers of IL( Wuk-
and it is humourous encugh to cbierve one pageta-
the Iixaminer, for his invec-

ded minifl and the other
ﬁlL fi l;;u with tie falieft and vi abufes againft
thofe who are now in the hi wer and credit
with their {o jon, and whofe leaft breath would
fcatter them into ce and obfcurity However,
although I have indc \\1 often wondered to fee fo
much licentioufniefs taken and connived at, and am
fure it would not be fuffered in any other country
of Chriftendom ; yet I never once inveked the
affiftance of the psal or pillory, wl wc' yon the leafi
provocation, was the uf i y
ranny. There hath not in‘.i-.-\i a week thefe twen-

)/




110 THE EXAMINER, Ne: g5

ty years without fome malicious paper {cattered id
every coffechoufe by the emiffaries of that party,
whether it were doswn or up. I believe they will not
pretend to object the fame thing to us: nor do I
remember any conftant weekly paper with reflec-
tions on the late miniftry or junts. They have ma-
ny weak defencelefs parts; they have not been
ufed to a regular attack, and therefore it is that
they are {o ill able to endure one, when it comes
to be their turn, So that they complain more of
a few months truths from us, than we did of all
their lies and malice for twice as many years.

I cannot forbear obferving upon this occafion,
that thofe worthy authors I am {peaking of, feem
to me not fairly to reprefent the fentiments of their
party ; who in difputing with us do generally give
up feveral of the late miniftry, and freely own
many of their failings. They confefs the mon+
ftrous debt upon the navy to have been caufed by
moft {fcandalous mifmanagement ; they allow the
infolenze of fome, and the avarice of others, to have
been infupportable : but thefe gentlemen are moft
liberal of their praifes to thofe perfons, and upon
thofe very articles, where their wifeft friends give
up the point. They gravely tell us, chat fuch @ one
was the moft faithful fervant that ever any prince
had ; ansther, the moft dutiful ; a third, the mofk
generous ; - a fourth, of the greateft integrity : fo
that I look upon thefe champions rather as retain-
ed by a cabal than a party ; which I defire the
re>fonable men among them would pleafe to con=
fider.

No 18,
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Indignum ¢ff in ea civitate, que legibus continetur,
difeedi a legibus,

Have been often confidering how it comes to pafs,
that the dexterity of mankind in evil thould al-
ways out-grow not only the prudence and caution
of private perfons, but the conrinual expedients of
the wifeft laws contrived to prevent it. I cannot
imagine a knave to poflefs a greater fhare of natu-
ral wit or genius, than an honeft man. I have
known very notable fharpers at play, who, upon
all occafions, were as great dunces as human thape
can well allow ; and I believe the fame might be
obferved among the other knots of thieves and
pickpockets about this town. The propofition
however is certainly true, and to be confirmed by
an hundred inftances. A fcrivener, an attorney,
a ftockjobber, and many other refailers of fraud,
fhall not only be able to over-reach others much
wifer than themf{elves, but find out new inventions
to elude the force of any law made againft them.
I fuppofe the reafon of this may be, that as
the aggreflor is faid to have generally the ad-
vantage of the defender, {o the makers of the law,
which is to defend our rights, have ufually not fo
much induftry, or vigour, as thofe whofe intereft
leads them to attack it.  Befides, it rarely happens
that men are rewarded by the public for their juf-
tice and virtue ; neither do thofe who aétupon fuch
principles, expect any recompenfe until the next
world : whereas fraud, where it fucceeds, gives
prefent
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prf:f“nt pay ; and this is allowed the greateft {pur
imaginable both to labour and invention. When
a law is made to {top fome growing evil, the wits
of thofe whofe intereft it is 10 break it with fecre-
¢y or impunity, are immediately at work; and even
among thofe who pl'ucnd to faiver ch‘ua&els, ma-
ny would gladly find means to avoid what they
would not be {]lr)ul'h[ to violate. They defire to
reap the advanrage if poffible without the fhame,
or at leaft wmmut thc danger. ‘This artis what I
rake that dcxtmus race of men, {prung up foon
after the revolution, to have frudied with greater
application ever fince, and to have arrived at great
perfedtion in,  According to the doétrine of {ome
Bomifh cafuifts, they have found out quam prope
ad peccatum ffﬂ‘c weccato f}f’ft accedere ; they can
tell how to go within an inch of an impeachment,
and yer com ¢ back untouched. T hey ‘.«:now what
degree ef corruption will juft forfeit an employ-
ment, and whether the bribe you reccive be iuhl-
cient to fer you right, and put fomething in your
pocket befides : how much to a penny you may
f'lf-'cly cheat the Queen, whether forty, fifty, or
fixty per cc:t. according to the ftation you are in,
and the difpofitions of the perfons in office below
and above you. T “uy 1ave computed the price you
may fecurely take re for a le.cv, or what part
of the fala ‘v you ou 1:.} can dif-
creetly diftribute five hundred pounds in a fmall
borough, without any danger from the ftatutes a-
againft bribing cleétions. "They can manage a bar-
gain for an office by a third, fourth, or fifth h: and ;
{o that you fhall not knew wlwom to accuie, fhcy
ean win a thoufand guineas at play in fpite of the
dice, and fend away the lofer {atisfied, * They can
pa‘.‘q the moft exorbitant accounts, overpay th
erediror with half his demands, and fink che 1L{t
It would be endlefs to _relate, or rather indeed
impoffible to difcover the feveral arts which curi-
ous
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ous men have found out to enrich themfetlves by
defrauding the public in defiance of the law. The
military men, both by fea and land, have equally
cultivated this moft ufeful fcience: neither hath it
been altogether neglected by the other fex; of
which, on the contrary, I could produce an in-
ftance that would make ours blufh to be fo far out-
done.

Befides, to confefs the truth, our laws themfclves
are extremely defettive in many articles, which I
take to be one ill effet of our beft pofleflion, li-
berty. Some years ago the ambaflador of a great
prince * was arrefted, and outrages committed on
his perfon in our ftreets, without any poflibility of
redrefs from Weftmir{ter-hall, or the prerogative
of the fovereign; and the legiflature was forced to
provide a remedy againft the like evils in time to
come. A commiflioner-of the ftamped paper was
lately difcovered to have notorioufly cheated the
public of great fums for many years, by counter-
feiting the ftamps, which the law hath made capi-
tal : but the aggravation-of his crime proved to be
the caufe that {aved his life ; and that additional
keightening circumi{tance of betraying his truft was
found to be a legal defence. Iam affured, that the
notorious cheat of the brewers at Portfmouth, de-
tected about two months ago. in parliament, can-
not, by any law now in force, be punifhed in any
degree equal to the guilt and infamy of it. Nay,
what is almoft incredible, had Guifcard 1 furvived
his deteftable attempt upon Mr. Harley’s perfon,
all the inflaming circumftances of the faét would
not have fufficed, in the opinion of many lawyers,
to have punithed him with death ; and the public
muift have lain under this dilemma, either to cone

demn him by a law ex poff faflo, (which would

* Peter the Great, Czar of Mufcovy.
+ He died of the wounds he received.

Vou. III. P have
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have been of dangerous confequence, and from an
ignominious precedent), or undergo the mortifica-
tion to fee the greateft villain upon earth r,efcapc
unpunifhed, to the infinite triumph and delight of
Popery and faftion. But even this is not to be
wondered at, when we confider, that of all the in-
folences offered to the Queen fince the act of in-
demnity, (at leaft that ever came to my ears), I can
hardly inftance above two or three, which by the
letter of the law could amount to high treafon.

From thefe defedts in our laws, and the want of
fome difcretionary power, fafely lodged, to exert
upon emergencics ; as well as from the great ac-
quirements of able men to elude the penalties of
thofe laws they break, it is no wonder that the in-
juries done to the public are fo feldom redrefied.
But béfides, no individual fuffers by any wrong he
doth to the commonwealih, in proportion to the
advantage he gains by doing it. There are feven
or eight millions, who contribute to the lofs, while
the whole gain is funk among a few. The damage
futfered by the public is not fo immediately or
heavily felt by particular perfons; and the zeal
of profecutions is apt to drop and be loft among
numbers,

But imagine a fet of politicians for many years
at the head of affairs, the game vifibly their own,
and, by confequence, ating with great fecurity ;
may not thefe be fometimes tempted to forget their
caution by length of time, by excefs of avarice and
ambition, by the infolence or violence of their na-
ture, or perhaps by a mere contempt of their ad-
verfaries ? May not fuch motives as thefe put them
often upon aétions directly againft the law, fuch as
no evafions can be found for, and which will lay
them fully dpen to the vengeance of a prevailing
intereft, whenever they are out of power? It is
anfwered in the affirmative. And here we cannot
‘;;‘fufc the Iate minifiry their due praifes; who,

' i fore-
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forefecing a ftorm, provided for their own fafery
by two admirable expedients, by which, with great
prudence, they have efcaped the punithments due
to pernicious counfels, and corrupt management.
The firft was to procure, under pretences hardly
{pecious, a general aét of indemnity, which cuts off
all impeachments. The fecond was yet more re-
fined : fuppofe, for inftance, a counfel is to be pur-
fued, which is neceffary to carry on the dangerous
defigns of a prevailing party, to preferve them in
power, to gratify the unmeafurable appetites of a
few leaders civil and military, although by hazard-
ing the ruin of the whole nation ; this counfel,
defperate in itfelf, unprecedented in its nature, they
procure a majority to form into an addrefs, which
makes it look like the fenfe of the nation, Under
that fhelter they carry on the work, and lie fecure
againft after-reckonings.

I muft be fo free to tell my meaning in this; that
among other things, I underftand it of the addrefs
made to the Queen about three years ago, to de-
fire that her Majefty would not confent to a peace,
without the entire reftitution of Spain. A pro-
veeding which, to people abroad, muft look like
the higheft firain of temerity, folly, and gafconade.
But we at home, who allow the promoters of thar
advice to be no fools, can eafily comprehend the
depth and myftery of it. They were aflured by
this means to pin down the war upon us; confe-
quently to increafe their own power and wealth,
and multiply difficulties upon the Queen and king-
dom, until they had fixed their party too firmly to
be thaken, whenever they fhould find themfelves
difpofed to reverfe their addrefs, and give us leave
to with for a peace. '

If any man entertains a more favourable opinion
of this monftrous ftep in politics, I would atk him,
what we muft do in cafe we find it impofiible to
recover Spain ! Thofe 1;mnong the Whigs who be-

2 lieve.
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lieve a God, will confefs that the events of war
liec in his hands; and the reft of them, who ac-
knowledge no fuch power, will allow, that fortune
hath too great a fhare in the good or ill fuccefs of
military actions to let a wife man reafon upon
them, as if they were entirely in his power. If
Providence fhall think fit to refufe {uccefs to our
arms ; with how ill a grace, with what thame and
confufion fhall we be obliged to recant that preci-
pitate addrefs, unlefs the world will be {o charira-
ble to confider, that parliaments among us differ
as much as princes; and that, by the fatal con-
junétion of many unhappy circumftances, it is very
poflible for our iffand to be reprefented fometimes
by thofe who have the leaft pretenfions. So little
truth or juftice there is in what fome pretend to
advance, that the aftions of former fenates ought
always to be treated with refpeét by the latter;
that thofe affemblies are all equally venerable, and
no one to be preferred before another : by which
argument the parliament that began the rebellion
againft King Charles I, voted his trial, and appoint-
ed his murderers, ought to be remembered with
refpect.

But to return from this digreffion : It is very
plain, that confidering the defeétivenefs of our laws,
the variety of cafes, the weaknefs of the preroga-
tive, the power, or the cunning of ill-defigning
men, it is poflible that many great abufes may be
vifibly committed, which cannot be legally punifl-
ed ; efpecially if we add to this, that fome inqui-
ries might probably involve thofe, whom, upon o-
ther accounts, it is not thought convenient to dif-
turb, Therefore it is very falfe reafoning, efpeci-
ally in the management of public affairs, to argue
that men are innocent, becaufe the law hath not
pronounced them guilty.

I am apt to think it was to fupply fuch defeéts as
thefe, that fative was firft introduced into the world;

whereby
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whereby thofe, whom neither religion, nor natural
virtue, nor fear of punifhment, were able to keep
within the bounds of their duty, might be with-
held by the thame of having their crimes expol:d
to open view in the ftrongeft colours, and them-
felves rendered odious to mankind. Perhaps all
this may be little regarded by fuch hardened and
abandoned natures as I have to deal with ; but next
to taming or binding a favage animal, the beft {ct-
vice you can do the neighbourhood is to give them
warning either to arm themfelves or not come in
its way.

Could I have hoped for any figns of remorfe
from the leaders of that faéion, I fhould very
gladly have changed my ftyle, and forgot, or pafl-
ed by, their million of enormities. But they are
every day more fond of difcevering their impotent
zeal and malice : witnefs their conduét in the city
about a fortnight ago, which had no other end
imaginable, befides that of perplexing our affairs,
and endeavouring to make things defperare, that
them{elves may be thought neceflary. While they
continue in this frantic mood, I {hall not forbear
to treat them as they deferve ; that is to fay, as the
inveterate, irreconcileable enemies to our country
and its conftitution.

20 v N e e AN N BN
N° 39. Thurfday, May 3. 1711.
Duis tulerit Gracchos de feditione querentes ®

Here have been certain topics of reproach li-
berally beftowed for fome years paft, by the
Whigs and Tories upon cach other. We charge
the
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the former with a defign of deftroying the effabl;/b-
ed church, and introducing Fanaticifm and Freethink-
ing in its fteadi We accufe them as enemies to
monarchy ; as endeavouring to undermine the pre-
fent form of government, and to build a common-
wealth, or fome new {cheme of their own, upon
its ruins. On the other fide, their clamours againft
us may be fummed up in thofe three formidable
words, Papery, arbitrary power, and the pretenaer.
Our accufitions againft them we endeavour to
make good by certain overt aéts ; fuch as their pers
petually abufing the whole body of the clergy, their
declared contempt for the very order of prieft-
hood, their averfion againft Epifcopacy, the public
encouragement and patronage they gave to Tindal,
‘Toland, and other Atheiftical writers ; their ap-
pearing as profefled advocates retained by the dif-
fenters, excufing their feparation, and laying the
guilt of it to the obftinacy of the church; their
frequent endeavours to iepeal the teft, and their
fetting up the indulgence to ferupulous confciences
as a point of greater importance than the eftablith-
ed worthip. The regard they bear to our monarchy
hath appeared by their open ridiculing the martyr-
dom of K. Charles I. in their Calves-head clubs,
their common difcourfes, and their pamphlets ;
their denying the unnatural war raifed againft that
prince, to have been a rebellion ; their juftifying
his murder in the allowed papers of the week ;
their induftry in publithing and {preading feditious
and republican traéts, fuch as Ludlow’s Memoirs,
Sidney of Government, and many others; their
endlefs lopping of the prerogative, and mincing in-
to nething her Majefty’s titles to the crown.

‘What proofs they bring for our endeavouring to
introduce Popery, arbitrary power, and the pretend-
er, I cannot readily tell, and would be glad to
hear: however, thofe important words having, by
dexterous management, been found of mighty fer-

vice
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vice to the caufe, although applied with little co-
lour, either of reafon or juftice : I have been con-
fidering, whether they may not be adapted to more
proper objelts,

As to Popery, which is the firft of thefe ; to deal
plainly, I can hardly think there is any fet of men
among us, except the profeflors of it, who have
any direct intention to introduce it here ; but the
queftion is, Whether the principles and praétices
of us or the Whigs, be moit likely to make way
for it? It is allowed on all hands, that among the
methods concerted at Rome, for bringing over
England into the bofom of the Catholic church,
one of the chief was to fend Jefuits, and other e-
miflaries, in lay habits ; who perfonating trad:fmen
and mecharics, thould mix with the people, and,
under the pretence of a further and purer reforma-
tisn, endeavour to divide us into as many fedts as
poflible ; which would either put us under the ne-
ceflity of returning to our old errors to preferve
peace at home; or by our divifions make way for
fome powerful neighbour, with the affiftance of the
pope’s permifiion and a confecrated banner, to con-
vert and inflave us at once. If this hath been rec-
koned good politics, (and it was the beft the Fo/uit

Jchools could invent), I appeal to any man, whether
the Whigs, for many years paft, have not been em-
ployed in the very fame work ¢ They profefled on
all occafions, that they knew no reafon why any one
fyftem of fpeculative cpinions (as they term the doc-
trines of the church) fhould be eftablithed by law,
more than another; or why employments thould be
confined to the religion of the magiftrate, and that
called the church eftablifbed. The grand maxim they
laid down was, That no man, for the fake of a few
ngtions and ceremonies, under the names of doitrine
and difcipline, {hould be denied the liberty of ferv-
ing his country: as if places would go a-begging,
unlefs
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unlefs Brownifls, Familifts, Sweet fingers, Quakers,
Anabaptifts, and Muggletonians would take them off
our hands.

I have been fometimes imagining this fcheme
brought to perfection, and how diverting it would
be to fee half a dozen Sweet fingers on the bench
in their ermines, and two or three Quakers with
their white ftaves at court. I can only fay, this
project is the very counter-part of the late King
Jame’s defign, which he took up as the beft methad
for introducing his cwn religior under the pretext of
an univerfal liberty of confcience, and that no differ-
ence in religion fhould make any in his favour.
Accordingly, to fave appearances, he dealt fome
employments among Diffenters of moft denomina-
tions ; and what he did was no doubt in purfuance
of the beft advice he could get at home or abroad ;
but the church thought it the moft dangerous ftep
he could take for her deftruction. It is true King
James admitted Papiffs among the reft, which the
#/higs would not: but this is fufficiently made up
by a material circumftance, wherein they feem to
have much outdone that prince, and to have car-
ried their /iberty of confcience to a higher point, hav-
ing granted it to all the claffes of Freethinkers,
{which the nice conicience of a Popifb prince would
not give him leave to do), and were therein migh-
tily overfeen ; becaufe it is agreed by the learned,
that there is but a very narrow ftep from Atheifm
to the other extreme, jfuperfiition. So that, upon
the whole, whether the #higs had any real de-
fign of bringing in Pepery or no, it is very plain
that they took the moft effettual ftep towards it;
and if the Fefuits had been their immediate direc-
tors, they could not have taught them better, nor
have found apter {cholars.

Their fecond accufation is, that we encourage
and maintain arbitrary pewer in princes, -and pro-

mote
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mote inflaving doétrines among the people. This
they go about to prove by inftances, producing the,
particular opinions of certain divines in K. Charles
IL.’s reign, a decree of Oxford univerfity, and fome
few writers fince the revolution  What they mean
is the principle of paffive-obedience and non-refiftance,
which thofe who afiim, did, I believe, never intend
thould include arbitrary power. However, altho’
I am fenfible that it is not reckoned prudent in a
difpute to make any conceffions withouit the laft ne-
ceflity ; yet I do agree, that; in my own private
opinion, fome writers did carry that tenet of pdffive
ebedience to a licight, which feemed hardly confift-
ent with the liberties of a country, whofe laws can
neither be enacted nor repealed without the confent
of the whole people ; I mean not thofe who affirm
it due in general, as it certainly is, to the legifla-
ture ; but fuch as fix it entirely in the prince’s per-
fon. This laft hath, I believe, been done by a very
few ; but when the #%igs quote authors to prove it
upon us, they bring in all who mention it as a duty
in general, without applying it to princes abftracted
from thelr fenate,

By thus freely declaring my own fentiments of
paffive sbedience, it will at leaft appear that I do not
write for a party; neither do I upon any occafion
pretend to fpeak their fentiments, but my own:
The majority of the two houfes, and the prefent
miniftry (if thofe be a party) feem to me in all their
proceedings to purfue the real intereft of church
and ftate ; and if I fhould happen to differ from
particular perfons among them in a fingle notion
about government, I fuppofe they will not upon
that account explode me and my paper. However,
as an anfwer once for all to the tedious fcurrilities
of thofe idle people, who affirm I am hired and
directed what to write; I muft here inform them,
that their eenfure is an effect of their principles.
"The prefent minifiry are under no neceflity of em

Vour. IIL QL ploying
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ploying proftitute pens; they have no dark defigns
to promote by advancing beterodox opinions.

But, to return, fuppofe two or three private di-
vines under K. CharlesII, did a little overftrain the
dozivine of paffive obedience to princes ; fome allow-
ance might be given to the memory of that unnatu-
ral rebellion againft his father, and the difmal con-
{equences of refiffance. It is plain, by the proceed-
ings of the churchimen before and at the revolu-
tion, that this dotrine was never defigned to in-
troduce arbitrary power,

I look upon the #higs and Diffenters to be exaéi-
Iy of the fame political faith ; let us therefore fee,
what thare each of them had in advancing arbitrary
power. Itis manifeft, that the Fanatics made Crom-
well the moft abfolute tyrant in Chriftendom. The
rump abolithed the houfe of Lords, the army abolifh-
ed the rump, and by this army of /aints he govern-
ed. The Difinters took liberty of confcience and
employments from the late King James, as an ac-
knowledgment of his difpenfing prwer ; which makes
a King of England as abfolute as the Turk. The
Whigs under the late King perpetually declared for
kecping up a ftanding army in times of peace ;
which hath in all ages been the firft and great ftep
to the ruin of liberty. ‘They were befides difco-
vering every day their inclinations to deftroy the
rights of the church, and deelared their opinion
in all companies againft the bifhops fitting in the
harife of Peers, which was exatly copying after their
predeceflors of forty-sne. I need net fay, their
real intentions were to make the King abfolute ;
but whatever be the defigns of innevating men,
they ufually end in a tyranny ; as we may fee by
an hundred examples in Greece, and in the later
commonwealths of Italy, mentioned by Machia-
vel.

In the third place, the Whigs accufe us of a de-
fign to bring in the pretender ; and to give it a great-

er
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a party in this defign ; which however is no very
éxtraordinary fuppefition in thofe who have ad-
vanced fuch fingular paradoxes concerning Greg
and Guifcard. Upon this article their charge is
general, without ever offering to preduce an ‘in-
ftance. DBut I verily think and believe, it will ap-
pear no paradox, that, if ever he be brought in,
the Whigs are his men. For, firft, it is an un-
doubted truth, that, a year or two after the revelu-
#ion, {everal leaders of that party had their pardons
fent them by the late King James ; and had enter-
ed upon meafures to reftore him on account of
{fome difobligations they received from K, William.
Befides, I would ailc, whether thofe who are under
the greateft ties of gratitude to K. James, are not
at this day become the moft zealous Whigs ? and
of what party thofe are now, who kept a loag cor-
{pondence with St. Germains?

It is likewife very obfervable of late, that the
Whigs, upon all occafions, profefs their belief of
the pretender’s being no impaflor, but a real prince,
born of the late Queen’s body; which, whether
it be true or falfe, is very unfeafonably advanced,
confidering the weight fuch an opinion muft have
with the vulgar, if they once thoroughly believe
it. Neither is it at all improbable, that the preten-
der himfelf puts his chief hopes in the friendfhip he
expects from the Diffenters and Whigs, by his cheice
to invade the kingdom, when the latter were moft
in credit; and he had reafon to count upon the for-
mer from the gracious treatment they received from
his fuppofed father, and their joyful acceptance of
it. But further, what could be more confiftent
with the Whiggi/b notion of a revolution-principle,
than to bring in the pretender ? A revslution-priz-
ciple, as their writings and difcourfes have taught
us to define it, is a principle perpetually difpofing
men to revelutions: and this is fuitable to the fa-

Q.2 mous
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mous faying of a great Whig, that the more revolutims
the better: which how odd a maxim foever in ap-
pearance, I take to be the true charaéteriftic of the
party.

A dogloves to turn round often; yet, after certain
revolutions, he lies down to reff: but heads under
the dominion of the moon are for perpetual changes,
and perpetual revolutions : befides, the Whigs owe all
their wealth to wars and rewvolutions ; like the girl
at Bartholomew fair, who gets a penny by turn-
ing round a hundred times with fwords in her
hands,

To conclude, the #hizs have a natural faculty of
bringing in pretenders, and will therefore probably
endeavour to bring in the great one at laft, How
many pretenders, to wit, honour, nobility, politics
have they brought in thefe laft twenty years? In
thort, they have been fometimes able to procure a
majority of prefenders in parliment; and wanted no-
thing to render the work complete, exept a pretender
at their head.

No 40. Thurfday, May 1o0. 1711,
Dos ¢ff magna parentium virtus.

I Took up a paper * fome days ago in a coffee

houfe; and if the correétnefs of the ftyle, and a
fuperior {piritin it, had not immediately undeceived
me, I thould have been apt to imagine I had been
readingan Examiner. In this paper there were feve-
ral important propofitions adyanced. For in-
ftance, That *“ Providence raifed up Mr. Harley to
¢ be an inftrument of great good, in a very criti-

¥ The Speaker’s congratulation of Mr., Harley, in the name of
the honle, on his efcape and recovery.  Sge the next number.
$€ eal
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¢¢ cal juncture, when it was much wanted. That

his very enemies acknowledge his eminent abili-
ties, and diftinguifhing merit, by their unwearied
and reftlefs endeavours againft his perfon and
reputation ; that they have had an inveterate
malice againft both ? #ha¢ he hath been wonder-
fully preferved from somEe unparallelled at-
tempts,” with more to the fame purpofe. I im-
mediately computed, by rules of arithmetic, that,
in the laft cited words; there was fomething more
jntended than the attempt of Guifcard, which, I
think, can properly pafs but for ore of the somE,
And, although I dare not pretend to guefs the au-
thor’s meaning ; yet the expreffion allows fuch a
latitude, that I would venture to hold a wager,
moft readers, both #hig and Tery, have agreed
with me, that this plural number muft, in all pro-
babilty, among other faéts, take in the bufinefs of
Greg.

See now the difference of ftyles., Had I been to
have told my thoughts on this occafion ; inftead of
faying how Mr. Harley was treated by Jome perfons,
and preferved from [ome unparalled attempts, 1
fhould, with intolerable bluntnefs and ill manners,
have told a formal ftory of a committee fent to a
condemned criminal in Newgate to bribe him with
a pardon, on condition he would fwear high trea-
fon againit his mafter, who difcovered his corref-
pondence and fecured his perfon, when a certain
grave politician had given him warning to make his
efcape ; and by this means I {hould have drawn a
whole {warm of hedge-writers to exhauft their ca-
talogue of {fcurrilities againft me, as a liar, and a
flanderer. DBut, with fubmiffion to the author of
that forementioned paper ; I think he hath carried
that expreflion to the utmoft it will bear; for, af-
ter all this noife, I know of but two attempts a-
gainft Mr. Harley, that can really be called wx-
parallelled, which are thofe aforefaid of Greg and
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Guifcard ; for, as the reft, I will engage to paral-
lel them from the ftory of Cataline, and others I
could produce,

However, I cannot but obferve, with infinite
pleafure, that a great part of what I have charged
upon the late prevailing faétion, and for aflirming
which I have been adorned with {o many decent
epithets, hath been fufficiently confirmed “at feve-
ral times by the refolutions of one or the other
houfe of parliament, I may therefore now fay, 1
hope, with good authority, that there hath been
Jame unparalied attempts acainfp Mr. Harley : "That
the late miniftry were juftly to blame in fome ma-
nagements, which occafioned the wunfortunate
battle of Almanza, and the difappointment at Tou-
lon : That the public hath been grievoufly wrong-
ed by moft notorious frauds during the #hig ad-
miniftration; that thofe who advifed the bringing
in the Palatines, were enemies to the kingdom ;
that the late managers of the revenue have not du-
Iy pafled their accounts for a great part of thirty-
five millions, and ought not to be trufted in fuch
employments any more. Perhaps, in a little time,
I may venture to affirm fome other paradoxes of
this kind, and produce the fame vouchers. And
perhaps alfo, if it had not been fo bufy a period,
inftead of one Examiner, the late miniftry might
have had above four hundred, each of whofe little
fingers would be heavier than my loins., It makes
me think of Neptune’s threat to the winds :

Quos ego—fed mates prafiat componere fudius,

Thus, when the fons of olus had almoft funk
the {thip with the tempefts they raifed, it was necef
{ary to fmooth the ocean, and fecure the veiiel, in-

ftead of puriuing the offenders,
But [ obferve the general expetation at prefent,
inftead of dwelling any longer upon c()nj:‘é'hn'cs
wheo
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who is to be punifhed for paft mifcarriages, feems
bent upon the rewards intended to thofe who have
been fo highly inftrumental in refcuing our confti-
tution from its late danger. It is the obfervation
of Tacitus in the life of Agricola, that his eminent
fervices had raifed a general opinion of his being
defigned by the Emperor for prztor of Britain :
Nallis in hoc fuis fermonibus, fed quia par videbatur ;
and then he adds, Non femper erat Fama, aliguands
et eligit. 'The judgment of a wife prince, and the
general difpofition of the people, do often point
at the fame perfon; and fometimes the popular
wifhes do even foretell the reward intended for
fome fuperior merit. Thus, among feveral de=
ferving perfons, there are rwo whom the public
vogue hath in a peculiar manner fingled out, as de-
figned very f{oon to receive the choiceft marks of
the royal favour; ome of them to be placed in a
very high ftation, and bsth to increafe the number
of our nobility *. This I fay, is the general con-
je€ture ; for I pretend to none, nor wiil be charge-
able if it be not fulfilled ; fince it is enough for their
honour, -that the nation thinks them worthy of the
greateft rewards.

Upon this occafion I cannot but take notice, that
of all the herefies in politics profufely. feattered by
the partifans of the late adminifiration, none ever
difpleafed me more, or feemed to have more dan-
gerous confequences to monarchy, than that perni-
cious talent fo much affected of difcovering a
contempt for birth, family, and ancient nobility.
All the thread-bare topics of pests and orators were
difplayed to difcover to us, that merit and virtue
were the only nobiiity; and that the advantages of
bloed could not make a knave or a foo! either honeit
or wife., Moft popular commetions we read of
in the hiftories of Greece and Rome took their rife

* Harley and St, John,
from
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from unjuft quarrels to the nobles ; and in the lat=
ter, the plebeians incroachments on the patricians
were the firft caufe of their ruin.

Suppofe there be nothing but gpinion in the diffe-
rence of blood ; every body knows, that authority
is very much founded on spinisn. But furely that
difference is not wholly imaginary. The advan:-
tages of a liberal education, of chufing the beft
companions to converfe with, not being under the
neceffity of practifing little mean tricks by a {fcanty
allowance, the enlarging of thought, and acquir-
ing the knowledge of men and things by travel, the
example of anceftors inciting to great and good
adtions ; thefe are ufually fome of the opporturities
that fall in the way of thofe who are born of what
we call the better families : And allowing genius to
be equal in them and the vulgar, the odds are clear
ly on their fide. Nay, we may obferve in {ome;
who, by the appearance of merit or favour of for-
tune, have rifen to great {tations from an obfcure
birth, that they have ftill retained fome fordid vices
of their parentage or education, either infatiable
avarice, or ignominious falfehosd and corruption.

To fay the truth, the great negleét of education
in feveral noble families, whofe fons are fuffered to
pafs the moft improveable feafons of their youth in
vice and idlenefs, have too much lefiened their re-
putation : but even this misfortune we owe, among
all the reft, to that lﬁ’bingﬂ: practice of reviling
the wniverfities under the pretence of their in-
ttilling pedantry, narrew principles, and high-church
doéirines.

I would not be thought to undervalue merit and
virtue, wherever thLv are to be found : but will
allow them capable of the higheft dignities in a
ftate, when t!ny are in o 2 very great dq;] ee of emi-
nence. A pearl holds its value, though it be
found in a dunghill; but however, that is not the
moft probable place to fearch for it. Nay, I will

go
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go farther, and admit, that a man of quality with-
out merit is juft fo much the worfe for his quality ;
which atonce fets his vices in a more public view, and
reproacheth him forthem. But on the otherdide,
1 doubt thofe who are always undervaluing the ad-
vantages of birth, and celebrating per{onal merit,
have principally an eye to their own, which they
are fully fatisfied with, and which nébody will dif-
pute with them about ; whereas they cannot with-
out impudence and folly pretend to be nobly born ;
becaufe this is a fecret too eafily difcovered : for
no mens parentage is fo nicely inquired into as that
of affuming upftarts, efpecially when they affeét to
make it better than it is, as they often do, or be-
have themfelves with infolence.

But whatever may be the opinion of others upon
this fubjeét, whofe philofophical {fcorn for bissd and
families reacheth even to thofe that are royal, or

perhaps tock its rife from a Whiggifh contempt of

the latter : I am pleafed to find #ws fuch inftances
of extraordinary merit, as I have mentioned, join-
ed with ancient and honourable birth; which,
whether it be of real or imaginary value, hath been
held in veneration by all wife polite ftates both anci-
ent and modern. And as much a foppery as men
pretend to think it, nothing is more obfervable in
thofe who rife to great place or wealth from mean
originals, than their mighty folicitude to covince
the wordd, that they are not fo low as is commonly
believed. They are glad to find it made out by
fome firained genealogy, that they have a remote
alliance with better families, Cromwell himfelf
was pleafed with the impudence of a flatterer, who
undertook to prove him defcended from a branch
of the royal ftem. I know a citizen who adds or
alters a letter in his name with every plumb heac-
quires ; he now wants only the change of a vow-

- Vou. IIL R el

o

ke

- —y T




130 THE EXAMINER. No 4@.

el * to be allied to a fovercign prince in Iraly 4;
and that perhaps he may contrive to be done by a
miftake of the graver upon his tomb-ffone,

When I am upon this fubjeét of nsbility, I am
forry for the occafion given me to mention the lofs
of a perfon who was fo great an ornament to it, as
the late Lord Prefident i ; who began early to
diftinguith himfelf in the public fervice, and
paffed through the higheft employments of ftate in
the mott difficult times, with great abilities and un=
tainted honour. As he was of a good old age, his
principles of religion and loyalty had received no
mixture from Jate z'nfzﬁms, but were inftilled into
him by his illuftrious father, and other noble {pi-
vits, who had expofed their lives and fortunes for
the royal martyr, {

—— Pulcherrima proles,
HNMagnanimi heroes nati melioribus annis.

His firft great aGion was, like Scipio, to defend
his father when opprefled by numbers ; and his fi-
lial piety was not only rewarded with long life, but
with” a fon, who, upon the like occafion, would
have fhewn the fame refolution, No man ever
preferved his dignity better when he was out
of power, nor fhewed more affability when he was
i,  To conclude his charafer (which I do nos
here pretend to draw) is fuch as his neareft friends.
may fafely truft to the moft impartial pen ; nor
wants the leaft of that allowance which, they fay, is
required for thofe who are dead.

*#3ir H, Furnefe, + Farnefe, 1 Earlof Rochefter,

No.
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FEBHPU TSRS IPIPESEPLELE il

No41. Thurfday, May 17. 1711,

‘ ——— BQuem cur diffringere coner,
Tutus ab infeftis latronibus?

[ ey S =

Never let {lip an opportunity-of-endeavouring to
convince the world, that i am not partial; and

1o confound the idle reproach of my being hired or.
direéted what to write in defence of the prefent il
miniftry, or for detecting the pradtices of the for- fifhe
mer., When I firft undertook this paper, Ifirmly L1
refolved, that if ever I ebferved any grofs neglect, ri
;

f

abufe, or corruption in the public management,
which might give any juft offence to reafonable peo-
ple; I would take notice of it with that innocent ‘
boldnefs which becometh an honeft man, and a i
true lover of his ceuntry ; at the fame time pre- |yt
ferving the refpect-due to perfons'{o highly intruft- ‘
ed by {o wife and excellent a Queen. I know not i i

|

b

e e e

how fuch a liberty might have been refented ; but
J thank God there hath been no occafion given me i
to exercife it3 for I can fafely affirm, that T have (i
with the utmoft rigour examined all the ations of ‘i {
the prcfent miniftry, as far as they fall under gene- i
ral cognifance, without being able to accufe them ik
of one ill or miftaken ftep. Obferving indeed fome (sl
time ago, that feeds of diffenfion had been plenti- |
fully fcattered from a certain corner, and fcarmg
they began to rife and fpread, I mnmdntely writ a
paper on the fubjeét, which I treated with that f
warmth I thought it required ; but the prudence of i
¢hofe at the helm foon prevented this growing evil, th
1340 and |




132 THE EXAMINER., Ne 41,

and at prefent it feems likely to have no confequen-
ces.

I have had indeed for fome time a fmall occafion
of quarrelling, which I thought too inconfiderable
for a formal fubjeét of complaint, although I have
hinted at it more than once.  But it is grown at pre-
fent to as great a height, as a matter of thar na-
ture can poflibly bear; and therefore I conceive it
high time that an effectual ftop thould be put to it.
I have been amazed at the flaming licentioufnefs of
feveral weekly papers, which for fome months paft
have been chiefly employed in barefaced feurrilities
againft thofe who are in the greateft truft and fa-
vour with the Queen, with the firft and laft letters
of their names frequently printed, or fome peri-
phrafis deferibing their ftation, or other innuesdos
contrived too plain to be miftaken. The confe-
quence of which is (and it is natural it fhould be
fo), that their long impunity hath rendered them
itill more audacious,

At this time I particularly intend a paper called
the Medley, whofe indetatigable inceffant railings a-
gainft me I never thought convenient to take notice
of, becaufe it would have diverted my defign, which
{intended to be of public ufe, Befides, I never
yet obferved that writer, or thofe writers (for it is
every way a Medley), to argue againft any one ma-
terial point or fa& that I had advanced, or make
one fair quotation. And after all, I knew very
well how foon the world grows weary of contro-
verfy. Itis plain to me, that three or four hands
at leaft have been joined at times in that worthy
compofition ; but the outlines, as well as the fi-
nifhing, feem to have been always the work of the
fame pen, as it is vifible from half a fcore beauties
of ftyle infeparable from it, But who thefe med-
lers are, or where the judicious leaders have pick-
cd them up, 1 {hall never go about to conjeture :
factious rancour, falfe wir, abandoned feurrility,

impudent




Ne a1. THE EXAMINER, 133

impudent falfehood, and fervile pedantry, having
{o many fathers, and {o few to own 111:'111, that Cu-
riofity herfelf would not be at the pains to guefs,
It is the firft time I ever did myfelf the honour to
mention that admirable paper; nor could I imagine
any occafion likely to happen, that would make it
neceflary for me to engage with fuch an adverfary.
This paper is weekly publithed, and as appears by
the number, hath been fo for feveral months ; and
is next to the Obfervator allowed to be the beft pro-
dudtion of the party. Laft week my printer brought
me that of May 7. No 32. w here there are two
paragraphs lL]J.H’]“ to the Speaker of the houfe of
Commons, and to Mr. II.nL\. which, as litde as
I am inclined to enggge with lut.h in antagonift, I
cannot let pafs \\’uhout failing in my duty to the
public: and if thofe in power will fuffer fuch infa-
mous infinuations to pafs with impunity, they act
without precedent from any age or country of the
world:

I defire to open this matter, and leave the Whigs
themfelves to determine upon it. The houfe of
Commons refolved, nemine co. tradicente, that the
Speaker fhould congratulate Mr. Harley's efcape
and recovery in the name of the houfe, upon his
firft attendance on their fervice. This is according-
ly done; and the {peech, LO"CLhtl‘ with. the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer’s, are printed by order of
the houfe. The author ot the ﬂ[ﬁdl'f"y takes this
{peech to tatk the very nextweek after it is publifh-
ed; telling us in the aforefaid paper, that ¢ the
¢ Speaker’s commending Mr. Harley for being an
¢ inftrument of great good to the nation, was ill-
¢ chofen flattery; becaufe Mr. Harley had brought
« the nation under great difficulties, to fay no
more.” He fays,  that when the Speaker tells
¢ My, Harley, that Providence hath wonderfull ¥
¢ preferved him from fome ung Ar.llldlcdattunph
(for thatthe Medlzy alludes to) ¢ he only revives

({2
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¢ a falfe and groundlefs calumny upon dther men;
¢ which is an inftance of impotent, but inveterate
¢ malice that makes him [the Speaker] ftill appear
¢ more vile and contemptible.” This is an extraét
from his firft paragraph. In the next this writer
fays, ¢ that the Speaker’s praying to God for the
‘¢ continuance of Mr., Harley’s life, as an invalua-
¢ ble blefling, was a fulfome piece of infincerity,
¢ which expofes him to fhame and derifion ; be-
caufe he is known to bear ill-will to Mr, Harley,
‘“ to have an extreme bad opinion of him, and to
¢¢ to think him an obftrutor of thofe fine meafures
““ he would bring about.

I now appeal to the #higs themfelves, whether
a great minifter of ftate, in high favour with the
Queen, and a fpeaker of the heufe of commons,
were ever publicly treated after fo extraordinary a
manner in the moft licentious times ? For this is
not a clandefiine libel ftolen into the world, but o-
penly printed and fold with the bookfeller’s name
and place of abode at the bottom.« And the junc-
ture is admirable, when Mr, Harley is generally be-
lieved upon the very point to be made an earl, and
promoted to the moft important ftation of the
kingdom ; may, the very marks of efteem he hath
fo lately received from the whole reprefentative
body of the people, are called ill-chofen flattery, and
a fulfome piece of infincerity, expofing the donors i
Shame and derifion.

Does this intrepid writer think he hath fufficient-
ly difguifed the matter by that ftale artifice of al-
tering the ftory, and putting it as a fuppofed cafe ?
Did any man, who ever faw the congratulatory
{peech, read either of thofe paragraphs in the Med-
ley without interpreting them juft as I have done ?
‘Will the author declare upon his great fincerity,
that he never had any fuch meaning ? Is it enough,
that a jury at Weftminfter-hall would perhaps not
find him guilty of defaming the Speaker and M.

Harley

~
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Harley in that paper? Which, however, I am
much in doubt of too; and muit think the law ve-
ry defeftive, if the reputation of fuch perfons muft
lie at the mercy of fuch pens. I do not remember
to have fcen any libel, {fuppofed to be writ with
caution and double meaning in order to prevent
profecution, delivered under fo thin a cover, or fo
emartificially made up as this, whether it were from
an apprehenfion of his reader’s dulnefs, or an ef-
feCt of his own. He hath tranfcribed the very
phrafes of the Speaker, and put them in a differ-
ent character, for fear they might pafs unobferved,
and to prevent ail poflibility of being miftaken. I
fhall be pleafed to fee him have recourfe to the old
evafion, and fay, That I who make the application
am chargeable with the abufe: let any reader of
cither party be judge. But I cannot forbear afiert-
mg as my opinion, that for a miniftry to endure
fuch open calumny, without calling the author to
account, is next to deferving it. And this is an o-
miffion I venturé to charge npon the prefent mini-
firy, who are too apt to defpife little things, which

however have not always little confequences.
When this paper was firft undertaken, one defign
among others was, to examine fome of thofe wri-
tings fo frequently publifhed with an evil tendency
either to religion or government ; but I was long
diverted by other inquiries, which I thought more
immediately neceffary ; to animadvert upon mens
actions, rather than their fpeculations ; to thew the
neceflity there was of changing the miniftry, that
our conftitution in church and ftate might be pre-
“ferved; to expofe fome dangerous principles and
practices under the former adminiftration; and
prove, by many inftances, that thofe who are now
at the helm, are entirely in the true intereft of
prince and people. This I may modeftly hope hath,
in {fome meafure, been already done, {ufficient to
anfiver the end propofed; which was, to inform
the
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the ignorant, and thofe at a diftance, and to con=
vince {uch as are engaged in party from no other
imotive than that of confcience. I know not whe=
ther I {hall have any appetite to continue this work
much longer; if I do, perhaps fome time may be
fpent in expofing and overturning the falfe reafon:
ings of thofc who engage their pens on the other
fide, without lofing time in vindicating myfelf a-
gainft their {currilities, much lefs in retorting them:
OFf this {ort thereis a certain humble companion, a
French maitre des langues *, who every month pu-
blitheth an extraét from votes, news-papers, {peech-
es, and proclamations, larded with fome infipid re-
marks of his own; which he calls, The political
ftate of Great Britain, 'This ingenious piece, he
tells us himfelf, is conftantly tranilated into French,
and printed in Holland, where the Dutch no doubt
conceive moft noble fentiments of us conveyed
through fuch a vehicle. It is obfervable in his ac-
count for April, that the vanity fo predominant in
many of his nation hath made him more concern-
ed for the honour of Guifcard, than the fafety of
Mr. Harley. And for fear we fhould think the
worfe of his country upon that affa/in’s account,
he tells us there have been more murders, parri
cides, and villanies committed in England than any
other part of the world. I cannotimagine how an
illiterate foreigner, who is neither mafter of our
language, or indéed of common fenfe, and who is
devoted to a fation, I fuppofe for no other reafon,
but his having more Whig cuftomers than Tories,
fhould take it into his head to write politic traéts of
our affairs, But I prefume, he builds upon the
foundartion of having been called to an account for
his infolence in one of his former monthly produc-
tions ; which is a method that {feldom fails of giving
fome vogue to the foolifheft compofition. It fuch

* One Abel Boyer,
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a work muft be done, I with fome tolerable hand
svould undertake it; and that we would not fuffer
a lictle whiffling Frenchman to negleét his trade of
teaching his language to our children, and prefume
to inftrut foreigners in our politics,

No 42. Thurfday, May 24. 1711.

Delicta majorum immeritus lues,
Raomaney donec templa refeceris,
Edefque labentes deorum.

QEveral letters have been lately fent me, defiring
2 T would make honourable mention of the pious
defign of building fifty churches in feveral parts
of Liondon and Weftminfter, where they are moft
wanted, occafioned by an addrefs of the convocation
to the Queen, and recommended by her Majefty to
the houfe of Commons ;. who immediately promi-
{ed they would enable her tg accomplifb fo excellent a
defizn, and are now preparing a bill accordingly. I
thought to have deferred any notice of this impor-
tant. affair until the end of this feflion; at which
tinte I propofed to deliver a particular account of
the great and ufeful things already performed by
this prefent parliament. But in compliance to thofe
who give themfielves the trouble of advifing me,
and partly convinced. by the reafons they offer, I
anm-content to  beftow a paper upon a fubjet that
indeed 1o well deferveth it,

The clergy, and whoever elfe have a true con-
¢cern forthe conftitution of the church; cannotbut
‘be highly pleafed with one profpet in this new
{cene of public affairs. They may very well remem-
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Ber the time, when every feflion of parliament
was like 2 clond hanging over their heads ; and if
it happenéd to' pafy without burfting into fome ftorm
upon the church, we thanked God, and thought
it an happy efcape until the next mieeting; upon
which we refumed our fecret apprehenfions, al-
though we were not allowed to believe any danger.
Things are now altered, the parliament takes the
neceflities of the church into confideration, receives
the propofals of the clergy met in convocation,
and amidft 4ll the exigencies of a long expenfive war
and under the preffure of heavy debtsy finds a fupply
for erefting fifty edifices for the fervice of ‘God.
And it appears by the addrefs of the Commons to
her Majefty tipon this occafion, (wherein they dif~
covered 4 true {pirit of religion), that applying the
money. granted fo accomplifb fo excellent a defign,
would, in their opinion, be the moft effetual way
of cdrrying on the war; that itwould (to ufe their
own words) ¢ be a means of drawing down blefi~
“ ings on her Majefty’s undertakings, as it adds to
¢¢ the number of thofe places, where the. prayers
““ of her devout and faithful fubjeéts will be daily
¢ offered up to God for the profperity of her go-~
¢ yernment at home, and the fuccefs of her arms
¢ abroad.”

I am fometimes hoping, thdt we are not naturale
ly fo bad a people as we have appeared for fome
years paft., Faftion, in ordet' to fupport itfelf, is
generally forced to make ufe of fuch abominable
inftruments, that 4s long as it prevails; the genius
of anation is overprefled, and cannet appedr to
excrt itfelf;’ but when that is' broken and fupprefl-
ed, when things return to the old courfe, mankind
will naturally fall to act from principles of reafon
and religion. The Romans; upon a great vittory
or efcape from public danger, frequently built a
temple in hionour of {fome pod, to whofe peculiar
favour they imputed their fuccefs or delivery: and

fometimes
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fometimes the general did the like, af Ais own exs
pence, to acquit himfelf of fome pious vow he had
made. How little of any thing refembling this hath
been done by us after all our victories ! And per-
haps for that reafon, among others, they have turn-
<d to {o little account, But what could we expeti?
We ated all along as if we belicved . nothing of a
God, or his providence ; and therefore it was con-
fiftent to offer up our edifices only to thg/e whom
we looked upon as givers of all vidtory in his {tead.

I have computed that fifty churches may be built,
by 2 medium, at fix thoufand pounds for a church,
which is fomewhat wnder the price of a fubje’s pa-
lace 5 yet perhaps the care of above two hundred
thoufand {ouls, with the benefit of their prayers for
the profperity of their Queen and country, may be
-almoft put in the balance with the domeftic conve-
nience, or even magnificence of any Jubjes? what-
{oever.

Sir William Petty, who, under the name of Cap-
tain Graunt, publifhed fome obfervations upon the
bills of mortality about five years after the r¢ffora-
tion, tells us the parifhes in London were even then
fo unequally divided, that fome were two hundred
times larger than others Since that time the in
creale of trade, the frequency of parliaments, ‘the
defire of living in the metropolis, together with
that genius for building which began after the fire,
and have ever fince centinued, have prodigioufly
enlarged this town on all fides, whare it was capa-
ble of increafe; and thofe traéts of land built inte
ftreets have generally continued of the fame parith
they belonged to while they lay in fields; fo
that the care of above thirty thoufand fouls hath
been fometimes committed to one minifter, whofe
church would hardly contain the twentieth part of
his flock : neither, I'think. wasany family in thofe
parifhes obliged to pay abovea groat a-year to their
{pirirual paftor. Seme few of thoefe parithes have

S 2 beea
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been fince divided, in others were erected chapels
of eafe, where a preacher is maintained by general
contribution.  Such poor thifts and expedients, to
the infinite {hame and fcandal of {o vaft and flou-
rithing a city, have been thought fufficient for the
fervice of God and religion, asif they were circums-
{tances wholly indifferent.

This defect among other confequences of it hath
made fehifm a fort of neceflary evil ; there being at
leaft three hundred thoufand inhabitants in this
town whom the churches would not be able to con-
tain, if the people were ever {o well difpofed : ‘and
in a city nat overftocked with zeal, the only way
to preferve any degree of religion, is to make all
attendance upon the duties of it as eafy and cheap
as pofiible ; whereas, on the contrary, in the lan-
ger parithes the prefs is fo great, and the pew-
keepers tax fo exorbitant, that thofe who love to
fave trouble and money, either ftay at home or re-
tire to the conventicies. I 'believe there are few ex-
amples, in any Chriftian country, of fo great a ne-
glect of religion : and the diffenting teachers have
made their advantage largely by it, fowing tares a-

‘mong the wheat while men Sept, being much more

€Xpert at procuring contributions, which is a trade
they are bred up in, than men of a liberal educa-
tion.

And -to fay truth, the way pradifed by feveral
parifhes in and about this town, of maintaining
their clergy by voluntary fubfc riptions, is not only
an indignity to the character, but hath many. per-
nicious confequences attending it; fuch a precari-
ous dependence fubjecting a clergyman, who hath
not more than ordinary {pirit and refolution, to
many inCOnVGDi&DCiCS, which are obvious to ima-
gine; but this defedt will no doubt he remedied by
the wifdom and. piety of the prefent. parliament,
and a tax laid upon every houfe in a parifh for the
{upport of their pafter.  Neither jndeed can it be

' conceived,
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conceived, why a houfe whofe purchafe i$ not recs
koned above one third lefs than land of the {ame
yearly rent, fhould not pay a twentieth part annu-
ally (which is half-tithe) to the fupport of the mi-
nifter.. . One thing I could wifh, that, in fixing the
maintenance of the feveral minifters in thefe new-
intended parifhes, no determinate fum of money
may be named, which in all perpetuities ought by
any means to be avoided, but rather a tax in pro-
portion to the rent of each houfe, although it be
but a twentieth, or even a thirtieth part,  The
contrary of this, I am told, was done in {everal pa-
rifhes of the city after the Jire, where the incum-
bent and his fucceflors were to receive for ever :
certain fum: for example, one or two hundred
pounds a-year. But the lawgivers did not confider,
that what we call at prefent one hundred pounds
will not in procefs of time have the intrinfic value
of twenty; as twenty pounds now are hardly equal
to forty thillings three hundred years aga. There
are a thoufand inftances of this all over England
in referved rents applied to hofpitals, in old chief-
ries, and even among the clergy themitlves, in
thofe payments which, I think, they call a modus.

As no prince had ever better difpofitions than
her prefent Majefty for the advancement of true
religion ; fo there never was any age, that produc-
ed greater occafions to employ them on. It is an
unfpeakable misfortune, that any defign of fo ex-
cellent a Queen fthould be checked by the necefiities
of along and ruinous war, which the folly or cor-
vuption of modern politicians have involved usin a-
gainft all the maxims whereby our country flourifh-
ed fo many hundred years: elfe her Majefty’s care
of religion would certainly have reached even to
her American plantations. Thofe noble countries
frocked by numbers from hence, whereof too many
are in no very great reputation for faith or merals,
will be a perpetual reproach to us, until fome bet-
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ter care be taken for cultivating Chriftianity among
them. If the governorsof thofe feveral colonies
were obliged at “certain times to tranfmit an exadt
reprefentation of the ftate of religion in their {eve-
ral diftricts, and the legiflature here would, in time
o"l‘?"'u” ‘l it affiir under their confidera-
tion, it might be perfected with litde difficulty, and
be a great “addition to the glories of her Majefty’s
reign.

But, to wave er {peculations upon {o remote
a {cene, while we have fubjefts enough to employ
them on at home: itis to be hoped the clergy will
not flip any proper opportunity of nnprovm'r the
pious dl"mhnona of the Queen and lrln{frlom tor
the ad_vantagc of the church ; when, by the examd
ple of times paft, they cthJer how rarely fuch
conjunéures are like to happen, What if fome
method were thought ~on towards repairing of
churches ? for which there is like to be too fr equent
occafion; thofe ancient Gothic ftructures through-
out this kingdom going every year to decay. That
expedient of repairing or rebuilding them by cha-
ritable colleftions feems, in my opinion, not very
{uitable either to the dignity and ufefulnefs of the
wnrk, or to the honour of our country; fince it
might be eafily donei with very little char ge ‘to the
publicin a much more decent and hanourable man-
ner, while parliaments are fo frequently called.
But thefe and other regulations muft be left to a
time of peace ; which 1 fhall humbly p“f’fumf‘ to
with'may foon be our fhare, however offenfive
may be to any, either abroad or at home, who: are
gainers by the war.

ot
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J
COOEATLOLIDOLLVBOSOTOTESIDOOODD

No: 43, Thurfday, I\Iay . BF A,

1

Scilicit, ut poffis curzo dignefcere rectum.

Aving been forced in my papers ta ufe the cant

words of #hig and Tory, which have fo often va-
ried their fignifications for twenty years paft; I think
it neceffary to fay fomething of ‘the feveral r} hange
thofe two terms have undq'ﬂon fince that period ;
and then to tell the reader what T have alw: ays un-
derftood by each of them, fince I undertook this
work. I reckon that thefe forts of conceited ap-
pellations are ufually invented by the vulgar; who,
not moublmg themfelves to examine thoroul"“\r
the merits of a cmﬂ, are confequently tI\c moft
violent partifans of what they c!;.uuﬂ, and in their
quarrels ufually proceed to their beloved a: rgument
of calling names, until at Iength they hgm upon
one which is fure to ftick ; and in time each party
grows proud of that a ﬂpcllation which their adver-
iaries at firft intended for a reproach. Of th

is kkind
were the Prafini and Veneti, the (,Lf:‘fq and Gibe-
lines, Huguenots and Papifts, Roundheads and
Cavaliérs, wuh many othérs of ancient'and modern
date. Al 1ong us of late there feems to have been
a barrennefs of invention in this point ; the words
Whig and Tory, althoughrthey be not m |

ch al ove
thhw years old having been prefled to the fervice
of many fucceffions of parties with very ('!&c:‘f-"_.t
ideas: faftened to them:. This diftinétio
began towards the later part of Ki

1ich it hath

then revived at the revolution ; fince w
perpetually flourifhed, nithough applied to very
different kinds of principles and pcx'ibns. In that
convention of Lords and Con imons, fome of both

ho

yufes
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houfes were for a regency to the Prince of Orange;
with a refervation of ftyle and title to the abfent
King, which fhould be made ufe of in all public
ats: others, 'when they were brought to allow the
throne vacant, thought the fucceflion thould im-
mediately. go-to the next heir, according to the
fundamental laws of the kingdom, as if the laft
King were adtually dead. ~And although the dif*
fenting Lords (in whofe houfe the chief oppofition
was) did at laft yield both thofe points, took the
oaths to the new King, and many of them employ-
ments ;- yet they were looked upon with an evil eye
by the warm zealots of the other fide ; neither did
the court ever heartily favour any of them, although
fome of them were of the moft eminent for. abili-
ties and virtue, and ferved that prince both in his
councils and his army with untainted faith, It was
apprehended at the fime time, and perhaps it might
have been' true; that many of the clergy ‘would
have been better pleafed with the {cheme of a re-
gency, or at lealt an uninterrupted lineal fuccéffion;

I
for the {2
;

ike of thofe whofe confciences were truly
Jerupulous 3 and they thought there were fome cirs
cumitances in the cafe of the deprived bifhops, that
looked a lictle hard, or at leaft deferved commifes
ration, :

Thefe and other the like refletions did, as I
conceive,’ revive the denominations of - Whig. and
Tory.

Some time after the revolution the diftinétion of
high and lw church came in;  which was raifed by
the Difienters in order to break the church-party
by dividing the members into bigh and: bw ; and
the opinion raifed, that the high joined with the
Papijfts, inclined the low to fall in with the Diflent-
ers.

And here T fhall take leave to produce fome
principles, which, in the {feveral periods of the late
reign, ferved to denote a man of one or the other
partys
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party. To be againft a ftanding army in the time
of peace was all High-church, Tory, and tant
to differ from a majority of bithops was the
To raife the prerogative above law for ferving a
turn, was Low-eburch and Whig. The opinion of
the majority in the houfe of Commons, efpecially
of the country-party or landed intereft, was High-
fly and rank 7ory. To exalt the King’s fupremacy

cyond all precedent, was Low-church, Whiggifh,
and Msderate. To make the leaft doubt of the
pretended Prince’s being fuppofititious; and a tier’s
fon, was, in their phrafe, 7op and Top-gallant, and
perfect Facsbitifm. "To refume the moft exorbitant
grants that were ever given to a {et of profiigate fa-
vourites, and apply them to the public, was the
very quintefience of 7eryifm; notwithftanding thofe
grants were known to be acquired by facrificing the
honour and wealth of England.

In moft of thefe principles the two parties feem
to have fhifted opinions, fince their inftitution un-
der K. Charles II. and indeed to have gone very
different from what was expeéted from each, even
at the time of the revolution. But as to that con-
cerning the pretender, the Whigs have fo far re-
nounced it, that they are grown the great adve-
cates for his legitimacy ; which gives me the op-
portunity of vindicating a noble Duke; who was
accufed of a blunder in the houfe; when, upon a
Lord’s mentioning the pretended prince, his Grace
told the Lords, *“ He muft be plain with them,
¢ and call that perfon, not the pretended prince,
‘¢ but the pretended impoftor :** which was fo far
from a bluder in that polite Lord, as his ill willers
give out, that it was only a refined way of deliver-
ing the avowed fentiments of his whole party.

But to return : This was the ftate of principles,
when the Queen came to the crown; fome tirce
after which it pleafed certain great perfons, who had
been all their lives in the altitude of Zory profel-

Vor; III. B fian;
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fion, to enter into a treaty of the Whigs, from
whom they could get better terms than from their
old friends, who began to be refty, and would not
allow monopolies of power and favour, nor con-
fent to carry on the war entirely at the expenfe of
this nation, that they might have penfions from
abroad ; while another people, more immediately
concerned in the war, traded with the enemy as
in times of peace; whereas the other party, whofe
cafe appeared then as defperate, was ready to yield
to any conditions that would bring them into play.
And I cannot help affirming, that this nation was
made a {acrifice to the unmeafurable appetite of
power and wealth in @ wery few, that fhall be
namelefs. who, in every ftep they made, aéed di-
rectly againft what they had always profeflfed. And
if his Royal Highnefs the Prince * had died fome
years, (who was a perpetual check in their career),
it is dreadful to think how far they might have pro-
ceeded,

Since that time' the bulk of the Whigs appeareth
rather to be linked to a certain fet of perfons, than
any certain fet of principles ; fo that if T were to
detine a member of that party, I fhould fay, He
was one wha belicved in the late miniftiry.  And
therefore whatever I have affirmed of the Whigs in
any of thefe papers, or objected againft them,
ought to be underftood either of thofe who were
partifans of the late men in power and privy to their
defigns, or fuch who joined with them from a hat-
ved to our monarchy and church, as unbelicvers
and Diffenters of all fizes ; or men in office, who
had been guilty of much corruption, and dreaded
a change, which would not only put a ftop to fur-
ther abufes for the future, but might perhaps in-
troduce examinations of what was paft; or thofe
who had been too highly obliged to quit their fup-

¥ Prince Ceorge of Denmark,
porters.
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porters with any common decency ; or laftly, the
money-traders, 'who could never hom: to make
their markets fo well of premiums, and exorbitant
intereft, and high remittances, by other admini-
itration,

Under thefe heads may be reduced the whole
body of thofe whom I have all along underftood
for r’ng.r- for I do not include within this number
any of thofe who have been mifled by ignorance, or
feduced by plaufible pretences, to think better of
that fort of men than they deferve, and to appre-
hend mighty dangers from their difgrace ; becaufe,
I believe, the greateft part of fuch well-meaning
people are now thoroughly converted,

And indeed it muit be allowed, that the two
fantaftic names of Whig and 7ory have at prefent
very little relation to thofe opinions, which were
at firft thought to difting ih thmﬁ.. Whoever

merly profefled him clf to approve thc re-
‘ n, to be againit tl I‘utu,du‘ to juftify the

"Cth(mm the h\)uis_ of Hanover, to think the
Buuiu monar d\\' not abfolute, but limited by laws
which the executive power could not dif )“nic with,
and to allow an 1:1thgcncg to {crupulous confci-
ences; fuch a man was content to be called a I7hig.
On th\, other fide, whoever afferted thL ()ULLH‘;
hereditary right, that the perfons of pri ces were
facred, thur lawful authority not to be r u.ud on
any pretence ; nor even their ufurpation, without
the moft extreme neceflity ; that breaches in the
fucceflion were highly (_ulllﬂt] ous: that Jehifm was
a greatevil both in itfelf and its confequences ; that
the ruin of the church would pr obdbly be attended
with that of the flate; that no power {hould be
trufted with thofe who are not of the eftablithed re-
ligion, fuch a man was ufually called a 7ory, Now,
although the opinions of both thefe are very con-
fiftent and Ireally think are maintained at prefent by
a great majority oi the ki lng( om : yet, according as

2 NICH
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men apprehend the danger greater, either from the
pretender and his party, or from the violence '.mf[
cunning of other enamies to the conftitution, fo
their common difcourfes and reafonings turn cither
to the firft or fecond fet of thefe opinions I have
mentioned, and they are confequently ftyled either
Whigs or Tories : Which is as if two brathers appre-
hended their houfe would be fet upon, but difa-
greed about the place from whence they thought
the rebbers would éome, and therefore would go on
different fides to defend it; theymuft needsw Ld]"’
and expofe them{elves by fuch a Jfeparation; and fo
did we, only our cafe was worfe; for, in order to
keep off a weak remote en emy, from whom we
could not fuddenly apprehend any danger, we took
2 nearer and a ffronger one into the houfe. 1 make
no comparifon at all between the two enemies;
popery and flavery are without doubt the greateft
and moit dreadful of any; but I may venture to
affirm, that the fears of thefe have not, at leaft
fince the rcz;a[uti}fz, been {b clofe and preﬁing upon
us as that from ancther faction ; excepting only one
thort period, when the leaders of that very faftion
invited the ahdicated king to return ; of which I
have formerly taken notice.

Having thus declared, what fort of perfons I
have always meant under the denomination of
Whigs, it will be eafy to thew whom I underftand by
Tories. Such whoie principles in church and {ftate
are what I have above related ; whofe aétions are
derived from thence, and who h'i\'c no attachment
to any fet of miniffers, further than as they are
friends to the conﬂitutlon in all its parts; but will
do their utmoft to fuave their prince and country,
whoever be at the helm,

By thefe deferiptions of #Whig and Tory, I am fen-
fible thofe names are given to “feveral puions very
undefervedly ; and tlnt many a man is called hv
one or the other, who has not the leaft title to the

blams
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blame or praife I have beftowed on each of them

throughout my papers.

- o AT e AT DU e =
YRS RS R T QAT LR AR
No. 44. Thurfday, June 7. 1711.

Magna vis ¢ff, magnum nomen, unum et idem fen-
tientis [enatus,

"J Hoever calls to mind the clamour and the ca-

lumny, the artificial fears and jealoufies, the
fhameful mifreprefentations of perfons and of things,
yat weve raifed and fpread by the leaders and in-
ftruments of a certain party, upon the change of
the laft miniftry and diffolution of parliament; if
he be a true lover of his country, muft feel 2
mighty pleafure, although mixed with fome indig-
nation, to fee the withes, the conjeétures, the en-
deavours of an inveterate fation entirely difap-
pointed ; and this important period wholly {pent
in reftoring the prerogative of the prince, and li-
berty to the fubject ; in reforming paft abufes and
preventing future, fupplying old deficiencies, pro-
viding for debts, reftoring the clergy to their rights,
and taking care of the neceflities of the church;
and all this unattended with any of thofe misfor-
tunes which fome men hoped for, while they pre-
tended to fear.

For my own part, I muft confefs the difficulties
appeared fo great to me from fuch a noife and
fhew of oppofition, that I thought nothing but th
abfolute necefity of affairs could ever juftify fo dar-
ing an attempt. But a wife and good prince, at
the head of an able miniftry, and of a fenarte frecly
chofen, zll united to puriue the true intereft of
their country is a power againft which the little
inferior politi

-

e

cs of any faction will be able to make
ne
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no long refiftance. To this we may add one addi-
tional firength, which, in the opinion of our ad-
verfaries, is the greateft and jufteft of any ; I mean
the wox populi, o indifpurably declarative on the
fame fide. I am apt to believe, when thefe difcard-
ed politicians begin ferioufly to confider all this,
they will think it proper to give out, and referve
their wifdom for fome more convenient juncture.

It is pleafant enough to obferve, that thofe who
were the chief inftruments of raifing the noife,
who ftarted fears, befpoke dangers, and formed
eminous prognoftics, in order to fcare the aliies,
to fpirit the French, and fright ignorant people at
home, made ufe of rhofe very opinions themfelves
had broached, for arguments to prove, that the
change of minifters was dangerous and unfeafona-
ble. But if a houfe be fwept, the more occafion
is there for fuch a work, the more duft 1t will raife;
if it be going to ruin, the repairs, however necef-
fary, will make a noife, and diffurlb the neighbourhosd
a while, And as to the rejoicings made in France,
if it be true that they had any, upon the news of
thofe alterations among us ; their joy was grounded
upon the fime hopes with that of the Whigs, who
comforted themfelves, that the change of miniftry
and parliament would infallibly put us all into con-
fufion, increaft our divifions, and deftroy our cre-
dit, wherein I fuppofe by this time they are egually
undeceived

But this long feflion being in 2 manner ended,
which feveral circumftances, and one accident alto-
gether unforefeen, have drawn out beyond the u-
ival time ; it may be fome {mall piece of juftice to
fo excellent an allembly, barely to mention a few
of thofe great things they have done for the fervice
of their Queen and country, which I thall take no-
as they come to my memory.
lic of the nation began mightily to fuffer
unt 1pon exchequer-bills, which have

b
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be-:cn gener‘wl\ reckoned the fureft and moft facre
of all fecurities. T'he prefent Lord Treafurer, then
a member of the houfe of commons, pn)pol'cd a
method, which was imn kulhc..} Lm--pluu with, of
raifing them to a par with fpecie; and fo they hme
ever fince continued.

The Britith colonies of Nevis and St. Chrifto-

pher’s had been miferably plundered by the French,

Lhur houfes burnt, their plantations de -ftroyed, and
many of the inhabitants carried away }mior;rs :
they had often, for fome years paft, aj pplied in vain
for relief from hence; until the pleicm p1:‘11,1111e1.L,
confidering their condition as a cafe of juftice and
mercy, voted them one hundred thoufand pound"
by way of rccompenfe in {fome manner for their
fuffert ngs,

Some perfons, whom the voice of the nation au-

horifeth me to call her enemies, taking advantage
ut the general naturalization-aét, had m\md over
a great number ut }ou_lgnun. of all religions, un-
der the name of Palatines, who under frood no trade
eor h mziirr:'.'t: her chofe to beg than labour;
who, befa ng our ftreets, bred contagious
dife: uL\, by which we loft in natives thrice the num-
ber of what we gained in foreigners. 'The houfe of
Commons, as a remedy againft this evil, brought
in a bill for repealing that at of general naturali-
zation ; wi i ife of {t people, was
rejected by the Lords. And upon this occafion I
muft allow myfelf to have been juftly rebuked by
one of my 1 ly mo 'S TOT ending, in a
fermer paper, to h(W = that law v 1 be repealed’;
wherein the Commons being difappointed, took
care however to fend ‘n.an__ 0
and to reprefent their being invite
cious counfel,

The gualification-bill, incapacita

/

1
ch, to thet

ferve in parliament, who have not iome
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haps the greateft {fecurity that ever was contrived
for preferving the conftitution, which otherwife
might in a little time lie wholly at the mercy of the
moneyed intereft. And fince much the greateft part
of the taxes is paid either immediately from land
or from its productions, it is but common juftice,
that thofe who are the proprictors thould appoint
what portion of it ought to go to the {fupport of
the public; otherwife the ingroflers of money would
be apt to lay heavy loads on others, which them-
felves never touch with one of their fingers.

The public debts were fo prodigioufly increafed
by the negligence and corruption of thofe who had
been managers of the revenue, that the late mini-
fters, like carelefs men who run out their fortunes,
were fo far from any thoughts of paymeht, that
that they had not the courage to ftate or compute
them. The parliament found, that thirty-five mil-
lions had never been accounted for; and that the
debt on the navy, wholly unprovided for, amount-
ed to nine millions, The late Chancelior of the
Exchequer *, {uitable to his tranfcendent genius for
public affairs, propofed a fund to be fecurity for
that immenfe debr, which is now confirmed by a
faw, and is likely to prove the greateft reftoration
and eftablithment of the kingdom’s credit. Not
content with this, the legiflature hath appointed
commifiioners of accounts to infpedt into paft mif-
managements of the public money, and prevent
them for the future,

I have, in a former paper, mentioned the aét for
building fifty new churches in London and Weft-
minfter, with a fund appropriated for that pious
and noble work, But while I am mentiofling aéts
of piety, it would be unjuft to conceal my Lord
High Treafurer’s concern for religion, which hath
extended even to another kingdom : his Lordthip

# Earl of Oxford.
having
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having fome months ago obtained of her Majefi;
the firft fruits and tenths to the clergy of Ircland,
as he is known to have before done to that Reve-
rend body here t.

The at for carrying on a trade to the South-fea,
propofed by the fame great perfon, whofe thoughts
are perpetually employed, and ever with fuccefs,
on the good of his country, will in all probabili-
ty, if duly executed, be of mighty advantage to the
kingdom, and an everlafting honour to the prefent
parliament.

I might go on further, and mention that feafone
able law againft exceflive gaming ; the putting 2
ftop to that fcandalous fraud of falfe mufters in
the guards ; the diligent and effetual inquiry made
by the commons into feveral grofs abufes. I might
produce many inftances of their impartial juftice in
deciding controverted elections againft former ex-
ample, and great provocations to retaliate. I might
fhew their cheerful readinefs in granting fuch vaft
fupplies ; their great unanimity, not to be broken
by all the arts of a malicious and cunning faction ;
their unfeigned duty to the Queen ; and laity, thar
reprefentation made t0 her Majefty from the hou fe
of Commons, difcovering fuch a fpirit and difpo-
fition in that noble affembly to redrefs all thofe
evils which a long male-adminiftration had brought
upon us.

It is probable, that tenfting only to my memory
I may have omitted many things of great import
ance 5 neither do I pretend further, i the compafs
of this paper, than to give the world fome general,
Lhowever imperfect, idea how worthily this great
aflembly hath difcharged the truft of thofe who fo
freely chofe them ; and what we may reafonably

hope and expeét from the piety, courage, wifdom,

++ See the author’s letters to Archbifhop King.
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and loyalty of fuch excellent patriots in a time f{o
fruitful of occafions to exert the greateft abili-
ties.

And now I conceive the main defign I had in
writing thefe papers is fully executed, A great
majority of the nation is at length-thoroughly con-
vinced, that the Queen proceeded with the higheft
wifdom in changing her miniftry and parliament ;
that under a former adminiftration the greateft a-
bufes of all kinds were committed, and the moft
dangervus attempts againft the conftitution for
{fome time intended. The whole kingdom finds the
prefent perfons in power directly and openly pur-
fuing the true fervice of their Queen and country;
and to be fuch whom their moft bitter enemies can-
not tax with bribery, covetoufpefs, ambition, pride,
infolence, or any pernicious principles in’ religion
or government,

For my own particular, thofe little barking curs,
which have fo conftantly purfued me, I take to be
of no further confequence to whar I have written,
than the {coffing flaves of old, placed behind the
chariot to put the general in mind of his mortali-
ty ; which was but a thing of form, and made na
ftop or difturbance in the Thow, However, if thefe
perpetual fnarlers againft me had the fame defign,
{ muft own they have effectually compafed it; fince
nothing can well be more mortifying than to reflet,
that I am of the fame fpecies with creatures "capa-
ble of uttering fo much fcurrility, dulnefs, falfe-
hood, and impertinence, to the fcandal and difgracs
of human nature.

Noe 43.
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No 45. Thurfday, June 14. 1711.

Melius non tangere clamo.

7Hen a general hath conquered an army, and
W reduced a country to obedience, he often
findeth it neceflary to fend out fmall bodies; in or-
der to take in petty caftles’and forts ; and beat lit-
tle firaggling parties, which are otherwife apt to
make head and infeft the neighbourhood. This
cafe refembleth mine, I count the main body of
the Whigs entirely fubdued ; at leaft, until they ap-
pear with new reinforcements, I fhall reekon them
as fuch ; and therefore do now find myfelf at lei-
fure to examine inferior abufes. The bufinefs I
have left, is to fall on thofe wretches who would
ftill be keeping the war on foot, when they have
no country to defend, no forces to bring into the
field, nor any thing remaining, but their bare good+
will towards faéticn and mifchief ; 1 mean, the pre-
fent {et of writers, whom I have {uffered; without
moleftation, fo long’ to infeft the town. If there
were not a concurrence from prejudice, party,
weak underftanding, and mifreprefentation, I thould
think them too inconfiderable in themfelves to de-
ferve correction : but, as my endeavour hath been
to expofe the grofs impofitions of the fallen party,
I will give a tafte, in the following petition, of the
fincerity of their faftors; to thew how little thofe
writers for the #hizs were guided by confcience or
honour ; their bufinefs being only to gratify a pri=
vate intereft,

i3 Ta
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Tao the Right Honourable the prefent Miniftry, the
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bumble Petition of the Party-writers of the late
Minifiry;

¢ Humbly fheweth,
¢ THAT your petitioners have ferved their time
to the trade of writing pamphlets, and weekly pa-
pers, in defence of the #higs, againft the church
of England, and the Chriftian religion, and her
Majefty’s prerogative, and title to the crown :
that, fince the late change of her miniftry, and
meeting of this parliament, the faid trade is
mightily fallen oft, and the call for the faid pam-

* phlets and papers much lefs than formerly ; and

it is feaved, to our further prejudice, that the

* Examiner may difcontinue writing ; whereby

y

fome of your petitioners will be brought to ut-
ter diftrefs ; for as much as through falfe quo-
tations, noted abfurdities, and other legal abu-
fes, many of your petitioners, to their great
comfort and fuppoert, were enabled to pick
up a weekly fubfiftance out of the faid Exa-
miner,

“ That your faid poor petitioners did humbly
offer your honours to write in defence of the late
change of miniftry and parliament, much cheap-
er than they did for your predeceflors: which

¢ your honours were pleafed to refufe.

¢ Notwithftanding which offer, your petitioners
arc under daily apprehenfion, that your honours
will forbid them to follow the faid trade any,
longer 3 by which your petitioners, to the num-
ber of fourfcore, with their wives and families,
will inevitably ftarve ; having been bound to no
other calling, o ied

““ Your petitioners defire your honours will ten-
* derly confider the premiffes, and fuffer your
Ui e,
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¢ (thofe who fet them at work being {till will-
ing to employ them, although at lower rates)
and your faid petitioners will give fecurity
to make ufe of the fame ftuff, and drefs ic
in the fame manner, as they always did, and
¢ no other.

¢ And your petitioners, &c.”

It is a certain fign, thata man is in the righs,
when he raifeth ait the {criblers againft him: I have
fometimes had it in my head to write a particular
hiftory of abufes and corruptions. AsI find my-
foIf at leifure this fummer, I thall purfue the de-
fign ; where befides enumerating the grofs defelt,
not only of duty and refpet to the moft gracious

ueen that ever reigned ; I propofe to fhew in eve-
ry article, how wrong all things were managed un-
der the late miniftry ; how right they are now, and
according to the conflitution. Such a hiftory would
be the beft means, not only to expofe the principal
actors ; but the weekly hirelings who toil in their
defence ; who are fo notorioufly difingenuous, {o
diftant from matter of fa&, fo fhort of that {pirit
and entertainment which too often mingle with {uch
pens as dip only in falfities ; that, if I were to rake
into their particular abfurdities, (an attempt which
they are fecured from by their exceflive dulnefs),
I thould have reafon to look upon my fufferings as
lrtle {hort of the merit of that Roman, who, by
leaping into a bottomlefs gulf, facrificed his life to
preferve his country

I have been often wondering how it comes to
pafs, that the late men in power {hould be fo ill
provided with writers ; confidering at what full lei-
fure the heads and leaders of them are, and I hope
will ever be; they might certainly have made a
wifer and moré judicious colletion. If, as fome
magine, their own hands have dipt in ink, and

that
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that they themfelves have a fhare in drefling up the
Medley and Obfervator ; it is'a plain difcovery, that
their fpeculations are as mean and low as their
pradtices : for how can we conceive that the polite-
nefs and found judgement of one, fhould ever de-
fcend to Billingfgate, pedantry, and nonefenfe ?
Or that a fecond, who oweth his reputation of wit
to his neighbours, thould every day make his court
officioufly to a certain great minifter, and yet once
a-weck {o clumfily abufe him in his writings ?
When I confider the fatious fpirit (if any fpiric
they have) of thofe papers, I can hardly look for
the author of them in ore, who, by what means
foever better convinced, had once fo much of that

fort of loyalty as to profefs himf{elf a Nonjuror.
With humble fubmiffion to worfe judgements, I
muft determine that the author of the Medley is a
dunce out of his element ; pretending to intermed-
dle with raillery and ireny, wherein he hath no
manner of tafte or nnderftanding : his topic of rail-
lery may be all reduced under thofe two words,
QUOTH HE ; which he feldom faileth, in any one
of his papers, to be arch with, His irony confift-
eth of the words, My rrienD, although fome-
times relieved with an epither, Doth he think that
when he faith my impious friend, my fupid friend,
and the like; faith it in every paper, and often a
dozen times in onc ; that this is either wit, humour,
or fatire ? If I were impious or ffupid, I thould real-
Iy hope to be his friend, and think he fpoke in ear-
nelt,  Jrony is not a work for fuch grovelling pens,
but extreme difficult, even to the beft s it is one of
the moft beautiful firokes of rhetoric, and which
afketh a mafter-hand to carry on and finifh with
fuccefs : but when a bungler attempteth beyond his
ikill ; what was at firft misthapen, with aukward
polithing becometh entirely deformed: as the falfe
beauty-of paint upon a lady’s face is lefs. defirable
than
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than no beauty at all ; and the pertnefs of a fhal-
low fop, more difagreeable than his filence,
I thould not have defcended fo much below the
dignity of this paper, as to regard the courfe of
thefe muddy writers, did not the heads of the late
faction ftill Lndc.'n'cur 1o corrupt the minds of weak
people, who are at a diftance trom the metropohs,
by their diligence and liberality in circulating thefe
weekly p01{ons gratis, Great numbers are con-
ftantly fent into the couniry, to prepoflefs the read-
er ‘thuui‘t the Examiner; for no other reafon, but
becaufe they would ftill rmﬂe.id and prevent their
being fet '*wht in facts, that they might not{ee how
well the pcople did to "lﬁJ’% the church and Q_cer' :
to this end they have been forced to make ule of
grofs falfities, without the leaft appearance of truth:
but, however thofe more modeft of their party
here may bluth and wonder at the affurance of
their friends, it ferves their defign in the country,
where truth arrives late ; and fince the mercy of
the government, or rather a juft contempt; Atill
fuffers thefe writers to continue thefe e‘}ous, it
is not doubted zhere, but what they deliver is,
at leaft, free from notcrious falfchood. But
thofe clouds of ignorance will certainly fly before
that light which now fhines throughout the na-
tmn, from the rmrj},n*(z"fr offered to her Ma-
jefty, by the beft houfe of Commons that ever fat;
who come the neareft to our happy conflitutior, both
in the freedom of their eleftions, and that true
Engli{h {pirit, which ! a'.u\, unanimonfly carried the
‘majority of them #hrough, to the end ‘of this e
morable /zfions.  In whicl h reprefentation the people
may be convinced, that five parts in {ix of what the
Examiners have charged on the late miniftry and
fa&ion are true: which is {o f-‘lulu’)l-- fo unanfwer-
‘able a juftication of thefe papers any \0“-* T

I

to declaim againft them, w ill be
cant, as it hath always been 2 ridiculpus ¢
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Pauca tamen fuberunt prifea vefligia fraudis.

j' Hope my countrymen will believe, that I have &

- very good occafion to congratulate with themn
npon the Queen’s fpeech : all the honeft part muit
be of opinion, that nothing ever proceeded from
the throne more glorious for our reprefentatives in
parliament ; or more gracious and fatisfatory to
the nation. Conuld theve, amidft that awful aflem-
bly, be any heart untouched at the voice of fucha
Queen ! Recollecting her piety, the nprightnefs of
her life, her unwearied prayers and endeavours for
the profperity of her people ; from whofe interetts
hers were never divided.

Her Majefty filled every loyal breaft with joy,
when, with her graceful air, and elegant manner
of delivery, fhe told her parliament,  The plea-
¢ fure fhe took to {ee the performance .of thofe
¢ promifes they had made her at the beginning of
¢ the {eflions; their complying with her defire to
¢« propagate the fervice of God, in the building fo
¢ many new cchurches : enabling her to carry on
the war; making effetual provifion for paying
thofe debts, which were almoft grown an infup-
portable burthen on the public ; when our ene-
mics every where flattered themfelves, that fup-

lics for the fervice of the current year could
10t have been found.”

Could any thing be more grateful to true Britith
{pirirs, who had done their utinoft towards retriev-
g our diforders, than to be applauded for difap-
ointing the enemies of the nation, in ail refpecls!
Not only by their raifing greater fums than cver

prince, in one feflion ; but for
reftoring

4
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)
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were granted to an
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reftoring public credit, a blefling fo invaluable, and
fo much defpaired of by our enemies, that they
concluded it impoffible for the miniftry and parlia -
ment to extricate us out of thofe amazing difficul-
ties wherzinto we had been plunged. And truly,
if we impartially confider the meafures upon which
the late men in power proceeded, we fhall find it
extremely difficult to give any fatisfactory account
to reafon or policy, for their notorious depeculas
tions, (if my friend the Medley will give me leave
to make ufe of that word) ; unlefs, like fome mo-
mentary conquerors, they refolved to wafte that
empire they could not keep.

I am very well affured, that the former minittry,
after a long run of ill hufbandry, were often at
their wits-end (until things grew riper for that
change they had projeéted) how to prevent from
breaking all at once upon the public, that report
which they knew would ruin their defigns, The
whole government fubfifted upon prefent credit,
although vaft fums were annually given to fupport
the war ; which were {o far from being applied this
way, that every year we were plunged more and
more in debt, It is true, the parliament voted fub-
fidies, and the willing people chearfully paid them,
in' hopes, by an honourable peace, they fhould
quickly fee the end of their miferies and taxes:
yet the arrear to the navy, and other charges, ran
on ; the miniftry put a good face upon a decaying
conftitution ; they employed all their arts to con-
ceal the real diftrefs we were in; they procured
that money fhould be lent at five per cent. whilft
the unhappy creditors were forced to give from 20
10 40 per cent. difcount, for every farthing they re-
ceived upon the bills afligned them by the govern-
ment. This they very well knew was fuch ill ma-
nagement as could not be long concealed : they
had feparately and prodigioufly enriched them-
felves, to preferve their wealth and authority ; but

Vor. IIL. X now
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now they mu{t invade the conftitution. As to their
own polflefions, an aét of indemnity had fecured
them: and for the reft, they had little more to ri/f,
than whether they fhould remain opulent fubjeéts,
althougl: without any fthare in the power; or be-
come mafters without limitation.

Avarice is ever infatiable I How then muft it de-
ftroy, when it has the wealth of a nation to feed
on? The miferies of the people, the tears and
groans ot poor feamen and their families, were not
regarded by thefe devourers 3 univerfal frauds and
abufes not only winked at, but encouraged ; trade
not dying, but dead. It is true, public credit was
ftill alive, but fubfifted only upon ftrong cordials ;
in utter ignorance of her approaching diffolution,
Yet no one ftep was made by thefe fate-phyfiians,
towards preventing her apparent deceafe ; much
lefs did they take any thought about curing the
malady they had occalioned ; they were not fo void
of reafon. as to be ignorant of the condition they
had reduced us to.; they did know it, and ftood
provided of a remedy to fecure themfelves, (which
a little time would perfect to their with), and which
all good fubjeéts muft tremble to think on; a reme-
dy a thoufand times worfe than the difeafe ; where,
indtead of an indulgent lawful Queen, we muft have
referred to a lawlefs junto, and to an arbitrary cap-
tain-general.

But now, God be praifed, our fears are diflipat-
ed': -the Queen is free, and adts entirely according
to her own judgement and inclination 5 the parlia-
ment acquicfceth in whatever fhe requireth : we
have proved the happy effeéts of their mutual con-
fidence ; and, as her Majefty telleth us from the
throne,- ¢ fhe fhall look upon any attempt to leflen
“1r, as a ftep towards diffolving her government,’

I could make many ufeful refleétions upon the
wefent happy change of our condition 5 the diffe-

I

rent ftate of fecurity to our conflitution, wherein
: this
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3
this feffions hath left us, from the fears that pof-
feffed us upon the ending of the laft ; the dread
and apprehenfion the majority of the kingdom were
then in, left zhat parliament fhould fit any more;
the longings and impatiencies of the people, un-
til her Majefty fhall think fit, that the/e may mcet
again.

While the finking credit of the nation hath been
thus retrieved, by the great abilities and indufiry
of the prefent miniftry and parliament ; the conve-
cation, no lefs ufefully employed in the caufe of
picty, have drawn up a “ reprefentation of the pre-
¢ {ent ftate of religion, with regard to the late ex-
ceflive growth of infidelity, herefy, and profane-
nefs ; unanimoufly agreed upon a joint com-
mittee of both houfes of the province of Can-
terbury ; and afterwards rejected by the upper
houfe, but pafled in the lower.”

I am forry thefe pious labourers fhould be baflied
in their godly endeavours by their own brethren.
I have formerly, in two Examiners, touched upon
the nature of this fyned, and their divifions, toge-
ther with the Queen’s letter, and defire to recon-
cile all differences and difputes ; and hoped "to {ee
the happy effedts of her exhortation. The inferior
clergy have proceeded with a {pirit truly primitive ;

&

2
their reprefentation is writ with fuch force of elo-
quence and argument, a5 muft warm the coldefr
heart. The narrow compafs of this paper will not
permit me to enumerate all the heads: * They
“ trace the deluge of impiety from that long and
= : :

unnatural rebeilion, which loofened all the bands
of difcipline and order ; whence hypocrify and
and enthufiafim begat a difregard for the very
appearance of religion ; and ended in a {pirit
of downright libertinifin and profanenels: whence
adverfaries arofe, who openly fcattered the poi-
{on of Arian and Socinian herefies ; the Godhead
&5 -,L',jHls“.' 1,-..7‘,1.,-1‘..M “.]1.}

of the Holy Spirit denied ; myiteries exploded,

it
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¢ as implying contradiftions, and incapable of be-
¢ coming objeéts of aflent to reafonable minds, &e.
From thefe wicked principles, wicked practices
¢ have followed ; frequency of oaths and impreca.
“ tions ; all manner of excefs and luxury, gaming
upon the Lord’s day, &¢. Upon which I muit
beg leave to fubjoin, that a certain late great mini-
Jter (in the good company of Sir James of the Peak,
and others of the fame fort) always made play his
Sunday’s entertainment.

In this reprefentation we have a melancholy pro-
fpect of the ftate of our religion; fuch amazing
impietics can be equalled by nothing but by thofe
cities of old, deftroved by fire from heaven: nor
can that deluge of profanenefs, which over-runs
the nation, have any check from the pious endea-
vours of our clergy, whilft the majority, on one
part, continue to difagree with the other, about the
manner of putting eflentials in execution. Mean
time, the caufe of Chriftianity muft fuffer, and
our convocations ftill have the difreputation of do-
ing nothing. The reprefentation which themfelves
have tranimitted to the lower houfe, is the fame in
very many of the fadts, As to the difference of
ftyle and {pirit, I conceive that doth not relate to
the fervice of religion in general, any more than
when I am exceffive cold, whether I would chufe
to be warmed by a quicker or more languid fire.
Nor can I without pleafure take notice of one pa-
ragraph, where they hope, ¢ that efpecial care
*“ will be had of the education of young people at
““ the univerfities ; that tutors may teach their pu-
¢ pils the principles of the Chriftian religion, and
“ endeavour to make them ferious in it with a
‘ particular eye to all fuch who are defigned for
“ holy orders.” Where fuch reverend prelates
are concerned, it were a fort of facriiege to difpute
their fincerity : after this, dare any perion imagine
that their doétrine and their intentions can differ ;

L]
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or, that {o grave and venerable a body, uvpon fo
{olemn an occafion, would deal in 7rony, or explain
their meaning by contraries ? This muft doubtlefs
convince all {fuch who have hitherto, upon a2 wrong
interpretation, prefumed to {quare opinions by
theirs, and have, with loud exclamations, fhewn
their abhorrence of an univerfity-education, as
tainting our youth with the principles of hyalty to
fovereigns, and an implicit obedience to the flavith
doétrines of the church.

As this admonition muft fatisfy fuch who fur-
mifed, that the majority did not approve educating
children in the univerfity ; fo the unhappy ﬁopth"ﬂ
hath been put to the dcf'gned reprefentation, hath
given the enemies of our holy religion (too numer-
ous and politic a party to be armed by ourfelves
againft ourfelves) a feeming occafion to deride our
divifions : and, as if thofe folemn proceedings were
all but a jeft, thefe ungodly perfons are not afraid
to be merry with the conceit of the upper houfe’s
diflenting from what five of their own members
had b’tou: in a committee agreed to in the lower;
as if they were afting a religious farce, called 4
convocation and no convocation 3 nor will they believe
our bifhops can have fuch concurrent fears of the
growth of impiety, when they do not proceed in the
means that thould put an effedtnal ftop to it, only
for a form ; or, to ufe the words of our cl\_mcn—
adverfaries, until the laft remaining incroachment
be made by the upper houfe upon the privileges of
the lower.

Thefe refle&tions are arrows in the heart of ev ery
honeft churchman; we would recriminate in vain,
our enemies flatter them{elves we lie too open fora
defence: We mufttherefore be content toawait with
patience and prayer for a remedy to thefe migfor-
tunes, until the lord of ihe har u:f., in his gooe
time, fhall feparate the tares from the what,

No. 47.




166 THE EXAMINER. N2 aer,

R RO RN RN RIRR G RRRIR R R
No47. Thurfday, June 26. 1711.

Confolar focios ut longi tedia bell:
Menrte ferant placida,

E Suppofz fome wit and much leifure have made it
a fathion among ingenious perfons, to fend let-
ters, by way of afliftance, tous weekly writers. It
is eafy to imagine, that I have had my thare of
fuch contributions ; ; for which, ’lthcuqh I be very
-["hlllr..LHl vet I muft confefs, with fome vanm,
that my mind is rather buxdmcd than relieved by
thofe intelligences, If I take notice of fome, and
not of others, I mopumon ibly difoblige ; lwowcxu‘
as they fall in my way, I ])10#1111{, to do what lieth
inmy power, towards muoducmg into the world
the works of thofe anenymous pc;low who are fo
tond of being authors.

In the ficft p1 ace, out of his excceding zeal to
the caufe, one is alarmed at the induftr y of the
Whigs, in aiming to ftrengthen their r outed party,
by a reinforcement from the circumecifed 3 as not
contented with rians, Socinians, Freethinkers, and
all forts of Chriftian chmm; befides a confider-
able number of apgflates, or if you pleafe deferters,
from our own body ; and the crefore recommendeth
to me, that {fome r”m, may be taken to put a ftop
to thefe gallimaufry meetings, thefe prohibited
conjunctions of Jews and C]Hl.ﬂ."n?S' fince in order
to bring thofe infidels within the wide circle of
Hbigeifb community, neither blandithments nor

D"OII'li't's are omitte (l the ve Iy woinen prov .ll'lﬂ ac-"

i eflaries ; as for ex: m)pk, a certain great lady, \ruh

fome beautcous auxiliarics, did not dlfmm to grace
Sir Solomon Medina’s m: agnificent ball and (01..1-

tion;
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tion; nor was the young Puchefs (although a
toaft of the firft rate) in the leaft difgufted at giv-
ing her hand to dance in partnerfhip with a frowzy
jt.‘.\'

Another perfon fendeth me a letter, complaining
of the {mall reputation of the QECLH S ph} hcmns.
"This careful perfon feemeth to belong tothe church
by his ﬂprc’i‘:ion where he blames the late mi-
niftry for imirating Jeroboam, who ordained priefts
out of ghe loweit- of the people ; and confining
that facred life, the breath of our noftrils, to the
charge and care of fuch men, to whofe flender
abilities they would be very far from trufting their
own,

The third cometh from a {ufferer under the late
Junto; one, who remaining fully fatisfied of lm
own merit, rcplms that others have not the like
valuable eftimation ; and are not expeditious e-
nough in rewarding the faid merit : he therefore re-
commendeth to me a fubjeét neceflary to be read by
all who have pretenfions, or live in a court, called,
The nature of delay ; or, The virtues and advantages
of procrafiination,

A fourth perfon is fenfibly piqued at the Med-
ley’s popular reflection, ¢ That the Queen’s moft
¢« gracious {peech thould be printed in .4b./’s Pofi-
¢ foy, with this very juft conclufion : But wehave
¢ lived to fee the day wherein every thing great
¢ and illuftrious ameng men is treated with an un-
¢ becoming familiarity : "all orders of men muft
¢ expect to be huddied into the vile multitude ;
¢ and ufed as if they had not fenfe of glory or
“ infamy.” My correfpondent inquireth, what
devil owes this writer and his party a {hame, to
make bim talk of a day ? that fandalous day ! when
infignificant pages and forward attorney-clerks were
hmltcd above the knowledge of themfelves, or their
remembrance of others ; Tot only perverting to
their feveral ufes the treafure of the nation, bur

G oo
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prefuming to give laws even to their fovereign;
that was, indeed, a day which we have all lived to
Jfee, when all things great and illuftrious ammng men,
were, by arrogant upftarts, treated not only with
an unbecoming famuiarity, but with treachery and
pride ; when it might be truly faid, that, under
fuch petty and yet arbitrary difpenfation, @/ orders
of men were huddled into the .vile multitude, and ufed
as if they had not finfe of glory or infamy.

The fifth letter recountsa fcandalous paffage that
happened at the auction of the late Mr, Bernard’s
library ; and prayeth me to give all befitting dif-
couragement to {uch enormities. It feemeth {ome
gentlemen were talking of a fcarce book which
treated of {pirits and apparitions ; one of themafk-
ed Mr. Toland, what he thought of ghofls # whe-
ther he had any belief of fuch things? He readily
anfwered, he was fo far from believing ghe/s, that
he did not belizve what men call the Hoy Ghaft.

The next (whom I fhall do the favour to thew
at length, becaufe he calleth himfelf a #hig, and
may poflibly charge me with an unfair quoration,
if I fink any part of what he wrote) fends me an
invitation to come over to his{ide; but left this may
be thought gafeonade, I had beft refer to the origis
nal letter,

ol

“ YOU have flocd the thock of the thallow
writers, aided by the beft frifhers of our party,
with fo much reputation, and fo much to their
confufion, that I, who have a value for your
perfon and abilities (but an averfion to your
caufe), advife you to renounce the Zories, and
¢ come over to x5, Their bufinefs is done, they
¢ have no more eccafion for your pen ; you muit
therefore expett to be neglected and forgotten,
as your fellow-labcurers have been. Whom
have they ever rewarded 2 They go quite con-

‘% trary
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 trary to Our maxim ; none, although ever fo
¢ undeferving, have fuffered imprifonment and '
* hardfhip for us ; but welook upon it as our com-
“ mon intereft to protect and uphold them, bec aufe
¢ we have but one, the Tories asmany interefts as
“ there are perfons. Befides, in writing for the
¢ ftrongeft fide, you have commiferation againft
“ you: Nor need your apoftafy fear finding its
“ account, for the reafons before mentioned,
« and one more very confiderable, which is, that
« falfe witnefles are always well paid. The only
« objection can be made againft this propofal,
* is, you may think, perhaps, you have fo far in-
¢ cenfed us by your many difcoveries of our arca-
“ 7a, that you cannot expelt to be received with
“ any degree of warmth or confidence. If this be
“ your opinion, you are a great ftranger to our
¢ principles; we never refufe to accept an enemy
¢ tyith open arms, when we can thereby ftrengthen
our own, or weaken our adverfary’s party; ‘we
¢« are fo far truc politicians, that both our love
<« and hatred always give way to our intereft ; but
s befides, all muft know our own blind fide, which
« was never proof againft flattery, how fulfome
¢ or unjuft foever. How many authors, with no
s other merit, flourifhed under the late minifty ! T
¢ would advife you therefore to write a treatife,
¢ which will be very fathionable and ufeful, called,
¢ The art of fbifting fides, and dedicate it in thefe,
“ or the like terms;

~

-

To all honeft Whig-gentlemen, and virtuous Whig-
Jadies, in and about the cities and liberties of
London and Wedminfter.

GenTLEMEN and Lapiks,
_ % A man who ventures to publith bold truths in
¢¢ thefe days of Toryifin and arbitrary govern-
Vou. III, ¥ ¢ ment,
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ment, unlefs he hath a powerful intereft to fup-
port him, muft expect to be fcurvily treated by
the perfecuting part of the world : without very
good feconds, he may fhew abundance of zeal,
but little difcretion ; like thofe knights of old,
who ufed to plunge alone into the midft of arm-
ed fees. 'the only difference between the cou-
rage of rhe hero, and that of the author, feem-
eth torlie in- the {uccefs ' one meeteth with Ty-
burn, Newgate, or at beft a mefienger; whilfk
the other gallantly refcueth his. miftrefs, or car-
ricth off the prize. For this reafon I prefume
to: apply te: you for proteétion, and ¥ hope tor
make my future f{ervices atone for my paft of-
fences. You are too confiderable, both in num-
ber and power, to fear a defeat; and too zeal-
ous of the truth, to fufler its champion to be
borne down and trampled upon by enemies,

Gentlemen, “ Your very adverfaries cannot de-
ny but you have more meney than they, and
confequently muft give up the {uperiory of wit :
and, although they have difputed the point of

¢ honefty, it appears the balance now lieth entire-

ly on your fide ; witnefs tlie many unanfwerable:
fteps vou have taken for the good-of the nation,.
the wonders of your late adminiftratin, your re-
fpeét and honour for the true intereft of your
Queen and country, your concern for the public
credic, and your readinefs to advance money up-
on great emergencies, where the fafety of the
ftate fo eminently required it,
Ladies, “ Were your plea to virtue and beauty
lefs evident, you might ftand more in need
of a champion; but I never heard any whe:
durft prefume to fay, yourhave more virtue than
beauty, or lefs humility than prudence ; you thine
in your zeal for the caufe, and your condefcen-
fion is fo bright a charadter, that there are few ;
5 omen, :
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<¢ men, how defpicable foever, but what found
¢ the happy effeét of it.”

a

Sl igll 179

¢ Bymy intimacy and ftation among them, i
have fo exact a knowledge of what will pleafe,
that I have fent you this rough draught,
which I will undertake to be the univerfal fenfe
of our party; only leaving you to model it, after
fuch a manner as you think beft. I hope, you
will not defer your converfion, but conclude
this a mark of my kindnefs for you. Pray make
“ vour advantage of this advice, and you will very
“ much rejoice,

<
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Your affeftionate friend,

and humble fervant,’

SRR R R B R R R R R R R
N° 48. Thurfday, July 12. 1711,

—— Neque [emper arcum
Tendit Apalla.

IT fometimes happens that I am either fick, or
lazy, or fplenetic ; and fometimes, perhaps like
other authors of great reputation, I amdull by de-
fign. In fuch unlucid intervals it falleth out, that
three or four of my papers are inferior to the reft :
however, the credit of the former keeps them up
a while ; and even judicious people are often pre-
judiced for a week or two in their favour; or per-
haps are fo candid to expeét a better next time.
But the majority of readers go on with the fame
appetite, whether the paper be good or bad ; until
they are taught by their betters what their fenti-
ments are to be. It thus fareth between me and

Y2 the
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the Medley, who, although he hath been always fo
liberal with his epithets, as if he had them by him
ready printed, and had nothing to do every week
but fill up the blanks; yet, in one or two of his
laft papers he hath outdonz himfelf, becaunfe fome-
body hath told him that the Examiner is grown
dull, I fear they have told him truth : and how
can it be otherwife, when I am defcended from a-
nimadverting upon the corruptions in the late ad-
miniftration, to be an antagonift of his? I had
hopes of giving fome diverfion to the town and
myfelf, during this idle fexfon of the year, by ex-
pofing the follies of his productions; but find I
have been unhappily infeded with the ftupity I de-
fign to ridicule. 'This Medler is the perfect reverfe
of Sir John Falftaffe ; he is not only dull himfelf,
but he is alfo the caufe that dulnefs is in other
men.

However, I think I have found outa way to
read his papers, from henceforward, without dan-
ger to my underftanding; and therefore I now give
him notice, that I defign to write with wit and {pi-
rit for fome time; which otherwife he would hard-
ly apprehend until about a month hence,

He hath injured me in {aying, 7 infult her Ma-
Jelty's phyficians 3 1 only repeat the words of my
correfpondent : if the Queen difcard her prefent
phyficians, he is at a lofs how we fhall ind Tories
to {upply their places : becanfe, he affureth us, the
Tories are as great quacks in feience as in politics.
If the trial of quackery muft be determined by 1kill
in politics, I dare appeal to the Whig phyficians
themfelves to decide which are the quacks ; and
whether the Tiries of the faculty have not made
much better prognoftics upon the body-politic, by
chufing to adhere to the prefent miniftry.

And, if refpe@ to the Queen’s perfon be the
queftion ; the Medley fure is not well in his wits,
to revive the memory of that defe& for which fomeg

of
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of his party have been famous. Suppofe him real-
ly ignorant ; upon ever fo little recolleétion of any

- of his friends, he may quickly be informed which
fide have the beft pretence that way to favour;
fince this writer, and I am glad to find it, can ad-
mit reverence and duty to her Majefty are, al-
though ldte, come to be confidered as a {fort of
merit,

Methinks this perfon, who will be my friend
whether 1 will or no, putteth himfelf and me to
much more trouble than he needeth. If he would
fairly cavil with me paper by paper, and then have
done, there might be fome hope; but without end,
Iam to be perpetually worried and punifhed this
month for the fins of the laft ; {o thatitis not pro-
perly this Medley contra that Examiner, but every
Medley againft every Examiner ; when he feems this
week to {ay all that his little invention and fpite can
{fupply, and I may fafely conclude he hath exhauit-
ed the fubjeét; he returns when I leaft dream of
him, with ftale malice and double dulnefs, to empty
that quiver which he hath filled with arrows from
abroad: but when his mercilels auxiliaries are
withdrawn, fome to pleafure, others to debate how
to retrieve, by caballing, what they loft by iil con-
dué; or are amufed by fawning at court; or dif-
abled by the diforders of a broken conftitution ;
this harmlefs perfon abateth very: much of the
poignancy of his fatire.

Whilit I was thus reflefting upon this famous
monitor, my printer brought me feveral letters, but
not all of them wrote by myfelf to the Examiner,
as the fagacious Medley fuggefteth ; with his hum-
ble advice, that it would not be amifs to print more
frequently thofe letters I daily receive ; his old way
of judging of the goodnefs by the fale, made him
extol that paper, wherein I had lately obliged fo
many of my correfpondents, protefting, that fince
the Roman triumph, or what he calls the Jaure/

crown
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crown and Marcus Craflus, he had ot feen a
greater call for any particular Examiner ; the rea-
fon feemed plain ; the underhand endeavours of my
fellow-writers have fucceeded ; the concurrent in-
tereft of many authors muft be much more pre-
vailing than that of onc; in confideration of
which, I refolved upon that eafy method of fil-
ling up a paper, and, at the fame time, obliging a
friend.

The firft letter complaineth with juftice of the
great neglect I have been guilty of, in letting the
Medley boaft himfelf {o long upon the claufe in the
atl of infolvency, relating to the receivers of the re-
venue: he exhorteth me to read carefully the act
at length ; where he affureth me I {hall find the re-
quifite fanétion included, although couched in other
terms ; from whence he infers, that whatever cun-
ning was requifite to the drawing up the faid act,
he needeth not be a Volpone to difcover the intent:
he beggeth me to take this matter into examination,
which I promife him fhortly to do, although to the
abolithing my antagonift’s witty advertifement, and
confirming my own opinion, that a cunning knave
will fooner commit a hundred crimes (although of
as black a dye that come within a hair’s breadth of
the gallows) than one ¢lumfy one, by which he may
be made to mount it.

The fecond letter is of fuch a length, that I am
forry it cannot be inferted here: I find it fo inge-
nious, that I'do not think fit to abridge it: the
gentleman treateth, with a defcription very delicate,
of the art of courts, or the means by which treach-
€rous enemies are to a miracle transformed into
faithful friends, profefied admirers, and moft ob-
fequious flarterers; with the great fecret how to
overcome that ferupulous modefty which deters
fome few from imitating the reft; and embracing
with open arms thofe whom, herctofore, they
would have deftroyed. X ;

A third
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A third draweth up a very pathetic reprefentaton
of the hardfhips inflifted upon a reverend divine,
hate chaplain of Morden colicge upon Blackheath,
for no other reafon but his being an honeft 7oy,
and truly orthodox : and really the management
feemeth {o unfair, that if, upon an exat inquiry,
I find the faéts to be true; fuch as their letting
part of the faid college to a coffechoufe; reducing
the number of twenty decayed merchants to twelve,
and thole diflenters ; although the founder obliged
his truftees to no fuch limitation ; affigning twenty
pounds a-year for each perfon, which is alfo redu-
ced to twelve pounds per annum: if, 1 fay, thele
fatts prove true, I fhall not fail to take a proper
time to fet them in the beft lights I am able.

A fifth, with gilt paper, neat wax, and undcr
cover, dateth his remonfirances from the drawing-
room; and in a courtly ftyle, which I am not po-
lite enough to imitate, fetteth forth the viciffitude
of human things, the change of manners and fa-
fhions ; feemeth with pleafure, yet regret, to call
to memory an age, wherein poffibly himfelf might
flourith, in which the modes that now obtain,
would not have been endured. Im fhort, he ap-
peareth extremely thocked at the conduét of twe
great ladies, who took the liberty to behave them-
felves in the Queen’s prefence, before a full court,
as if they had been at eafe in their own ruelles,
with none but inferior perfons about them. Re-
verence, diftinétion, decency, were made only for
little people ; thefe ladies are above the punctilio of
laws and cuftoms : their own charms, the merit of
their anceftors, their gratitude, greatnefs of foul,
refpet and duty to their fovereign, may fupport
irregularity in their pofterity.

I hope the Medley will allow thele paflfages may
have been extracted out of real lerters ; fince I could
as well have praduced them for my own: be that
as it will, I am glad he alloweth me to keep fo

good
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fi good a correfpondence with myfelf. His cenfure,

| if it be true, amounteth to no more than this, that |

gl I am fo far from being obliged to others for my
f matter, asto be forced to father my own upon
| thofe who will pleafe to accepr it ; wherein I differ
| ‘ as much from him, as one who {ftealeth money in-
] to his neighbour’s pocket, doth from a rogue who
picketh it out.
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No 49. Thurfday, July 19. 1711,

Avaritia fidem, probitatem; ceterafjue bonas artes,
Sfubvertit, proiis fuperbiam, crudelitatem; deos nes
Sligere; et omnia venalia habere; edocuit,

Confider myfelf grown a very ufelefs writer;
but it was no more than I forefaw, when I firft
began with the Medley : I knew my paper would
infenfibly dwindle into the thing himfelf and his
party defired ; and my time be loft in managing a
|4 difpute fruitlefs to the town, and infignificant eveni
i to ourfelves; he is refolved not to be convimeed,;
:‘. nor I to be perverted ; he hath ftill his prompters,
{1164 41 and I my readers ; we both are where we began ;
fit he will yet continue to animadvert falfely; and I
defign henceforward to take no more notice of
: what he writes, than men are ufed to do by noto-
i rious liars ; who, if they ever happen to fpeak
| truth,. muft bring other vouchers than themfelves,
: to gain that belief which their continued courfe
of falfity hath juftly robbed them of from the

1 public.
| I had perhaps clofed my papers with this, and
took leave until the meeting of the parliament ;
pleafed to leave affairs in {o quick and promifing a
qondition, had I not met with a very fcarce manu-
fcript out of a certain library : I believe the tranfla«
tion
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tion of part of it will not be unacceptable to the
town. The author is that famous Italian, Giovan-
ni Adollrandi, who made his particular requeft,
that his w or ks vnight never be printed : the manu-
hnpt I fpeak of is called Marcus Antonius, wrote in
the {fame fort of verfe with the A.'m.fcl'.., of Taffe,
whofe fenior he was : the paffage I would tranflate,
is Fulvia’s going to the houfe of Pride, to implore
the fuccour of the goddefs towards ruining the vir-
tue of Agrippa, the favourite of Auguftus: there

e fo many parallel incidents in the def 'cr'ption
umtl 1in t\z“.ptnd to believe our famous Spenfer
had read this poem, when he gave the world his
fourth canto of the firft book of his Fairy Queen.

The author introduceth Dolabella telling the hif-
tory of the t ~'-uwx*i:x1te; Lepidus’s removal, An-
thon) behaviour in the w.ir and O¢tavius’s go-
vernment at Rome, when he had called Agrippa to
aflift him in the management of affairs ; whofe wif-
dom and great abilities proved deitructive to the
hopes that Anthony’s friends had entertained, of
{eeing him fole arbitrator of the empire. Fulvia,
the wife of Anthony, is recorded by Plutarch to be
a bold and enterprifing woman ; our poet entereth
very well into her charadter; where Dolabella re-
lates, that he beheld in his journey a ftupendous
palace, with a broad high way made bare by the
number of paffengers who hourly. travelled that
way ; few of whom ever returned, but fuch whom
poverty had reduced: the avenues were filled with
beggars, who, although in rags and ruins, retained
l’hl_ll former air .md dggmtmam- when they re-
quired your charity, it was ftill with a vaunting in-
troduction of what they had been.

Approaching nearer, I faw, continued he, two
bufy perfons, gaily habited, enterraining the croud
that were in the broad road. Thefe were Flattery
and Folly. The firft made herfelf acceptable by
excefs of compliance, and perpetual praifes ; for

Vowr: III, Z {uch
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fuch was her induftry, that fhe left not even wice
without its applaufe ; endearing to the wearers
their very defe&ts. Folly was no lefs afliduous in
befpeaking credit of her fifter, afluring her, that
whatever was {poke by Flattery was indifputable.
In this delightful converfation, the travellers pafled
happily on to the palace, where they were met by
Vanity, who with much applaufe and ceremony,
which they took for refpeét, conducted them inte
the houfe of Pride.

This dazzling unwieldy firufture was built amidft
the tears and groans of a people harafled with a lin-
gering war, to gratify the ambition of a fubjest; while
the fovercign’s palace lay in afbes. Tt was dedicated,
from the firft foundation, to the goddefs of Pride ;
the building exceflive coftly, but not artful; the ar-
chiteit feemed to confider how to be moift profufe,
and therefore negleéted an advantageous eminence
{made proper by nature) to build one a quarter of
a mile {hort of it, at the vain expence of fifty mil-
lions of {efterces, There were to be feen frately tow-
ers, noble porticoes, ample piazzas, and well-turned
pillars, without one handfome room, unlefs you will
call thekitchens and cellers fuch ; which parts of the
houfe happen to be of very little or no ufe to the
parfimsnious founder ; a number of chambers, but
none convemnient ; fine gardens without water ; the
whole building raifed upon a fandy foundation ;
every breath from court, every blaft puffed away
fome grains of that huge flceting hill, upon which
this palace was erected,

Here the goddefs kept her court, within an inner
chamber, into which paffengers were conduéed :
fhe was feated upon a throne, raifed under a canspy
within an afeove; whoever gazed on her feldom
beheld any thing with approbation but themfelves -
her beauty was mixed with difdain, and well ex-
prefled her inward contempt for inferior objets;
the never fixed her eyes upwards, unlefs when by

intervals
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intervals they were caft upon a mirror the held in
her hand, which refleted back her own charms,
the only image wherein fhe took delight.

My attention, as well as that of the whole aflem-
bly, was fuddenly taken off’ from the goddefs, and
transferred to a lady, who with precipitation broke
through the croud, and made digectly to the throne:
although paft her meridian, her bloom was fuc-
ceeded by fo graceful an air, that youth could
{carce make her more defirable : her fair hair
was tucked under a tara of jewels, made in the
fathion of a coroner. If her beauty prepoflefled
us to her advantage, we were not lels terrified in
beholding the company the was in: on ope fide
marched Envy, lathing her with whips and fnakes;
giving her to drink by intervals from a cup of wine
mingled with gall and wormwood : her other fup-
porter was Wrath, who continually toffed a flam-
ing brand, directing her fight to a dagger which he
held ; his locks ghaftly, his limbs trembling, his
body half-expofed, tlie reft clothed with a robe
ftained with blood, and torn by his own fury,
which was fo fierce he could not refirain it {fome-
times from falling upon himfelf. Iis breath was

inceflantly applied to the lady’s fpleen and brain,
from whence violent agonies and raging frenzies
fucceeded, as was evident by a 7¢/5 and motion as
particular as wonderful,

She was attired in a crimfon robe edged with er-
min-, and buckled with diamonds; her train borne
by one who had formerly been mafter of the cere-
monies, and who, under the falfe title of gaed ¢ffa-
biifhment, had introduced her with applaufe into
the world ; yet, having made the fortune of his
votary, & per folicitous to preferve ap-
pearances, but {ubmitted to be called by his true
name, fligratriudc

{ {s not only vouchfafed her a gracious
look, but gave her hand to the lady, who was namn-
e ed
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ed Fulvia ; after a tender embrace fhe feated her
by herfelf on the throne; called her conquerefs in
right of her hufband ; daughter, favourite, her
reprefentative, her other felf ; bid her name her
diftrefs, and depend upon her for relief,

Fulvia, with fighs, told the goddefs, that from
a profpect of being the moft happy perfon, fhe was
become the moft miferable: 'The laurels daily fad-
ing upon the brow of her abfent lord ; their parti-
fans wholly removed from Auguftus’s favour;
and, which was worfe, A grippa, a perfon of fatal
virtue, deftrutive to the ambition of her party,
was trufted with the fole management of affairs,
notwithftanding their mighty cabals and hourly in-
trigues, to retricve the power they had loft,  A-
grippa’s reputation was mounted to fuch a pitch,
that fhe could not behold and live ; thofe two tor-
mentors, Wrath and Envy, giving her no remif-
fion, until he were deftroyed. She therefore be-
fought the goddefs, fince falfe reports, treachery,
and affaffinations had failed, that flie would go
herfelf, and take Avwvarice along with titles and
wealth, to puff up his foul, and deftroy his vir-
tues, that he might fall, as herfelf and other fa-
vourites had done, by the fin of pride, and the
love of riches.

To whom the goddefs replied : It is not the leaft
of my troubles that I muft tell you, your requeft
1s vain : I have attempted enlarging our empire, by
the acceflion of fo powerful a perfon as Agrippa;
I applied the charms of wealth and luxury ; I
applied myfelf ; but he is more abftemious, more
fedate than before : I beheld the hateful goddefs of
Virtue incircling him with her protecting wings ; I
heard her tell him, fhe would direct his fteps and
never forfake him : that the empire thould flourifly
at its greateft height under his ad minifiration ; that
Pride thould be defeated, Avarice return bafed
and athamed ; his hoards inviolable ; that the up-

rightnefs
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rightnefs of his manners, his extenfive foul and
vait capacity, thould make his a name, which the
race of favourites for time immemorial fhould think
it their glory to be called by : whereas hiftory had
not hitherto delivered down one, but where the
parallel would be in fome parts an injuftice to his
character ; as if unbounded power and folid vir-
tue had been irreconcileable until met in Agrippa.
But, my beloved daughter, that viriue we can-

not corrupt, may yet be echpiccl we will caufe
diftruft and impatiency to enter into the minds of
his party; they fhall fear whar they ought to re-
verence : thofe prodigious qualifications that diftin-
guifh Agrippa, may be turned againft him ; whilft
his very focs admire his abilitics, we will make his
friends mifcall his wifdom, cunning. Although he
be inceflantly working for the good of the empire,
they fhall be hoodwinked to thofe advantages.

Neither new feas explored, nor counties difcovered
and fubdued ; the heavy debts of the empire dii-
charged, credit reftored, peace brought home to
their dwelling ; trade fecure and flourithing ; fhall
overcome thofe fufpicions and bad impreflions we

will make upon the people. Your faétion, vigilant
and bold, fhall difperfe falfe reports; Anthony’s
zeal muft languifl ; let him attempt no farther for
the good of the empire, but his own : thofe two
demons that haunt you thall be appeafed ; Revenge
be fatiated ; offer upon his altars, and fu}nh;arc
the godde f«, of Difcord, that fhe may (‘1(3")-;)._“

from among you, and more efieétually poilels your
gnemies.
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No so. ‘Thurlday, July 26, 1711.

Sed nos immenfum fpatiis confecimus aqiusr,
Et jum tempus equm fumantia folvere colla.

T, [ OW that I have completed the number of my
4 ™ papers, and, for the fpace of a year, done
my country what 11\ in the power of an honeft,
aiul.)c*‘h concealed pen; I fhall take my leave of
the town, with putlculu thanks for its favour;
and fome ".L} wwledgment to the Medley, for fo
conftantly explaining what he thought my mcamng
in any dark a llu ons or allegories ; and retire my-
{cif from the fatigue of politics and frate-refletions,
until fome more urgent occafion again call forth
my endeavours,

It is very difficult, in an interefied world, for any
one to be thought free from thofe views that influ-
¢nce others ; there are {fo few perfons content to
facrifice their own good to that of the public, that
1 do not wonder to have a wrong imr:rprcpation
put upon my labours; and myfelf, dl[ilotlbll cntire-
Iy otherwife, accufed as direGing them to fome
mercenary end ; and full of the defire of m: iking
my for tu'lu, bx application to the lm:\.nlmr party:
but let fuch who are my accufers remember, that
s paper was begun while yet the /ate mi ‘/fry
were at the helm, and nothing but their mifma-
fnagement to prognofticate their lofs of power.

'{'0 thofe who have complained, that my writings
were not always equal, [IL 1]‘111[ the {fame, or the
matter {o entertaini ng ; let fuch begin to confider,
finefs was to .,,J'JJ uf?; Iw r:u.d not defcend to

I was neither a PI mt‘us nor a hdoliere s I
l not fo much as pretend to wit, much lefs buf-
nt not in purfuit of a1

my L‘!.

tined m to one fubjeét, and
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one. How extreme difficule it is to fucceed cfren

upon the like topic, I leave to the confideration

r e
the judicious ; who know how hard it is to vary
the fame difcourfe, and admit of frequent repeti-

tion, without being cloyed ; with which I have no
reafon to tax my readers; fince the printer telleth
me, the fale of my paper is not at all diminithed ;
or its reputation fallen; which, I muft coni’fu,
were temptation enough for me to continue it, if I
had mercenary views, or were not the end 1 pro-
pofed already anfwered ; which maketh me chufe,
although perhaps not quite fo civilly, to rife my-
felf, and leave my guefts with an appetite for more,
rather than ﬂav Gl they fhould call to take away.

And, notwithftar J.‘Df he charge that hath {o
often been brought againft me, with an intent to
wound great men through my fide; of my being
a COﬂtG'ﬂbtluL hireling, and a little mercenary fel-
low without probity or principles; one-whofe ac-
tions were direfted by others, from whence the
machine talked and moved as conduéted by higher
hands: I i..lnm‘) c.Lcl‘.'::, I am ftill as much vn-
known to the leaders of our own f"trty as to the
others, and very likely to remain fo, as long as 1
pleafe myfelf; :l()t\\lthlt“ndl'n‘ the wife remarks
of the Obfervatsr, and the guefles made by the ju-
dicious Medley.

Among the ma iny pretenders in this town, you
can hardly produce me one, who will not undertake
to difcover and point cut the difference of fiyle,
and manner of thinking, p"cu‘"lr to the feveral
men of wit: this pam _..11-L is certainly from fuch
a hand ; they koow his manner perfedtly : that pa-
per of verfes is infallibly of fuch a poet, no man
in England could write it but he ; and this fome-
times even upon the firft eflay ef an au
among the reft, ufed to determine formerly at

fame rate, but fhall be more cautious the fu-
turz; having feen the world and {o often
e
allvl
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and fo wretchedly miftaken. How many fathers
has this paper of mine been aferibed to! Among
all the men of wit, who are in the intereft of th
prefent miniftry, I know not one who hath efcaped
fome report or fufpicion of being the author. L he
Medley hath guefled round ; and from his fkill in
that part of learning, called dgg’s logic, thought he
would infallibly hit upon it at laft. 'Thus he hath
done what he would have us think is an injury
to feveral innocent perfons; and if the Examiner
be a ftupid, falfe, and flandcrous paper, as he
weekly affirms ; I think he is bound in confcience
and common juftice, to repair the injury he hath
done to the reputation of thofe worthy perfons he
hath falfely intitled it to; and who have never given
him the leaft provocation for any fuch calumny.
The judicious reader cannot but obferve how
weak that caufe muft be, which the joint endea-
vours of their party have not been able to defend,
againft an unknown perfon, who hath had nothing
but naked truth to oppofe to whole armies of com-
plicated falfchoods and mulice : yet, fupported by
the goodnefs of the caufe, I have waded through
feas of fcurrility, without being polluted by any of
that filth they have inceflantly caft at me. ~ I have
neither mifreprefented perfonss nor things ; nay,
out of tendernefs, have often forborn to thew their
weakeft fide. I appeal to all impartial men, whe-
ther time hath not difcovered more abufes in the
management of the late miniftry, than the Exa-
miner could expofe ? The fadts are now foobvious
and uncontroverted, that I prefume there is no
need of a moriter to point out thoft things, to which
every man is become capable of direéting himfelf,
t all the doubtful fteps that I have taken in the

o1

conduct of this defign ; there is none for which I

fo much blame myfelf, as firft defcending to take
notice and talk to thofe wretched adverfaries that
have weekly fought againft me ; it was putting my-
{alf
1CAL
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{elf upon a level with fuch whofe defigns and mine
were entirely oppofite : I was fired by the love of
my country, and that noble ardour which conducét-
eth us through a thoufand difficulties in the purfuit
of juftice : my attempt was to difcover abufes, theirs
to conceal them ; I purfued truth, they openly ad-
hered to falfehood ; my pen was valued for its fin-
cerity, theirs defpifed for difingenuity; and yet I
was {o weak to enter the lifts, merely to fatisfy
thofe friends who became uneafy at their not being
oppofed, and could not account for my neglect:
a fault many have been guilty of, in confideration
of others, although againft a man’s better fenfe and
reafoning ; as I could inftance in feveral things,
and particularly in one example out of Plutarch ;
if the comparifon may not be thought too great a
prefumption : it is that of Pompey the Great, who
ventured a battle with Czfar, when it was not his in-
teveft ; ¢ merely becaufe he was a man of that ho-
¢ nour and and modefty, he could not bear a re-
¢ proach ; neither would he difoblige his friends;
“ but broke his own meafures, and forfook his
¢ prudent refolutions, to follow their vain hope
« and defire,” How much more commendable
was the conftancy of Phocion, who, when the A-
thenians urged him at an unfeafonable time to fall
upon the enemy, peremptorily refufed ; and being
upbraided by them with cowardice and pufillani-
mity, told them, ¢ Gentlemen, we underftand one
*¢ another very well; you cannot make me valiant
¢ at this time, nor I you wife!”

But it is time sto have done with fuch worthlefs
combatants : if I have not foiled them, Iam cer-
tain they have not hurt me, any otherwife than
in my own opinion, for attempting to engage them.
I fhall conclude with obferving the beauty of that
profpet which lieth before me, and for which I
<ongratulate with all my countrymen ; the fecu-
rity to our religion and happy conftitution, under

Vor.IIl. A a Qur
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our moft pious Queen, her excellent parliament,
and able miniftry ; which to fpeak of, one by one,
would be a volume, not a theet, Methinks I be-
hold the younger Cato in Mr. St. John # ; all that
love for his country, that contempt of danger, and
greatnefs of foul, of whom it was faid, ¢ It was

“ not for honour, or riches, nor rathly, or by

chance, that he engaged himfelf in the affairs of
ftate ; but he undertook the fervice of the pub-
lic, as the proper bufinefs of an honeft man;
and therefore he thought himfelf obliged to be
as diligent for the good of that, as a bee for the
prefervation of hemhive,”

By cur well-governed ftrength at home, we are
now beginning to be truly formidable to our ene-
mies abroad: France was never {o bufy in fearch-
ing expedients that may incline towards a peace :
they find it is become their intereft to be fincere ;
nothing but the unexpected death of the Emperor,
and that diftracted ftate of northern affairs; which
at this rime threateneth a breach in the confedera-
cy; and the feeds of which mifchief have been
fong fown, could prevent our finding the fpeedy
effects of it.. All but thofe who are wilfully blind,
and bigotted to a party, plainly fee the advantage
of the change that hath been madeé; although con-
fidering the circumflances of a tedious war, I am
fo far willing to comply with fome gentlemen, as
to admit there was a hazard in it, inalmuch as a
“ civil war is worfe than any tyranny”: from
whence I take leave to hope, we fhall not eafily re-
peat the danger; and fince all changes are not good,
fet us change no more.

* Secretary of State, created Lord Vifcount Bolingbrcke,

¥

«* The Examiners were written in defence of
the new adminiftration, and the particular revolu-
tions
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tions at court, which had introduced the Earl of

-Oxford, and had difplaced the Earl of Godolphin

and his friends.

Many of Swift’s Examiners arc perfonally aimed
at the General [the Duke of Marlboroughi. Ina
free country, the power of a general is always to
be feared. The greater his military capacity, or
the more {uccefsful his arms, in the greater danger
are the libertics of the people. Omn this maxim
Swift proceeded : and while he was writing in de-
fence of the commonwealth, he had an opportu-

ity of giving a loofe to his own feverity; ot which

the houfe of Pride, and {everal other allegorical ef-
fays, are very {pirited examples.

But I am fettered in my animadverfions on thefe
papers. The prefent times, and the honour which
I bear to many noble families, defcenlled from per-
fons mentioned in the Examiners, make mewilling
to take as flight notice as poflible even of the wit-

tieft paflages in thofe papers, becaufe many of thofe

paflages arife from perfonal refle(tions, or party-
farcaimms. In general, the feveral points relating
to the national debt, (alas! how increafed fince the
year 1710!), the too long continuance of the war,
and other public topics of complaint, are melan-
choly truths, juftly becoming the pen of a man who
loves his country.

Within thefe laft forty years, the political trea-
tifes have been fo numerous, fo various, fo local,
and fo temporary, that each new pamphlet has fuc-
ceeded its predecefior, like a youthful fon to an an-
cient father, amid{t a multiplicity of followers, ad-
mirers, and dependents ; whilft the anuguated fire
having firutted and framed bis hour upon the flage is
keard ns mare, but lics filent, and almoft entirely for-
gotten, except by a few friends and cotemporaries,
who accidentally remember fome of his juft obferva-

tions, or propherical aphori{ins, which they have liv-
<d to fee accomplithed,

Thus has it fared, even in
A2 my
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my time, with the Examiners, the Freebolders, and the
Craftfman. And the fame fate will attend moft writ-
ings of that fort; which being framed to ferve par-
ticular views, fulfil the purport of their creation,
and then perith : while works of a more liberal and
diffufive kind are acceptable to all perfons, and all
times ; and may aflume to themfelves a certain prof-
pect of {furviving to the lateft pofterity.

But when a young gentleman enters into the
commerce of life, he will be obliged, in his own
defence, to look into every thing that has been
written upon political fubjeéts. In England a man
cannot keep up a converfation without being well
verfed in politics. In whatever other point of
learning he may be deficient, he certainly muft not
appear fuperficial in ftate-affairs. He muft chufe
his party ; and he muft ftick to the choice. Nz
revocare gradum, muft be his mortto; and Heaven
torgive fuch an one, if the gradus now and then
enforces him to a& againft {elf-conviétion.

If party, and the confequences of it, had arifen
to that height among the Romans and Grecians, as
it has rifen of late years among the Englith, their
poets would probably have added /e to the three
furies, and would have placed her in hell, as a fit
companion for Tyfiphone, Megara, and Aleéto ;
from whence, according to their defcription, the
might have made excurfions upon earth, only with
an intention to deftroy, confound, miflead, and
difunite mankind.

It is true, that all countries have their parties
and their factions. But there is a certain contagi-
ous diftemper of this, fo peculiar to the Britifh
illands, that, I believe, it is unknown to every o-
ther part of the world. It increafes our natural
gloom, and it makes us fo averfe to each other,
that it keeps men of the beft morals, and moft fo-
cial inclinations, in one continual ftate of warfare
and oppofition, Muft mot the fource of this ma-

lady



No se. THE EXAMINER. 189

lady arife rather from the heart, than from the
head ? from the different operations of our paf-
fions, than of our reafon?

Furorne cacus, an rapit vis acriory
An culpa ?

Swift, a man of violent paffions, was, in confe-
quence of thofe paffions, violent in his party. But
as his capacity and genius were {o extraordinary and
extenfive, even his party-wri{ings carry with them
dignity and inftruftion. And in that light one
ihould read the Examiners, where he will find a
nervous ftyle, a clear dition, and great knowledge
of the true landeft intereft of England. Orrery.

The houfe of Pride, in the Examiner, No 49.
was not the production of Dr. Swift ; but was one
of the vifions of Mrs. Manley, who wrote the «fa-
Lantis. Swift.

The laft fix Examiners were not wrote by Dr.
Swift, as appears from the notes at No 13. But
as they had got a place in all former editions of the
Dean’s works, Hawkefworth’s excepted, we were
advifed to retain them in the prefent edition.

Some
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Some Apvice humbly offered to the Mem-
bers of the OctoBer CLuk.

In a Letter from a Perfon of Honour,

Written in the year ry11.

The PUBLISHER’s PREFACE.

BOUT the year when her late Majefty of blefi-
A ed memory thought proper to change her mi-
niftry, and brought in Mr, Harley, Mr St. John,
Sir Simon Harcourt, and fome others; the firft of
thefe being made an Earl and Lord Treafurer, he
was foon after blamed by his friends for not mak-
ing a general fweep of all the Whigs, as the latter
did of their adverfaries upon her Majefty’s death,
when they came into power. At that time a great
number of parliament-men, amounting to above
two hundred, grew fo warm upon the flownefs of
the Treafurer in this part, that they formed them-
felves into a body, under the namé of the Offober
Chub, and had many meetings to conful upon fome
methods that might {pur on thofe in power, {o that
they might make a quicker difpatch in removing all
of the Whig leaven from the employments they ftill
pofleffed. To prevent the ill confequences of this
difcontent among {o many worthy members, the
reft of the minifiry joined with the Treafurer, part-
ly to pacify, and partly to divide, thofe who were
in greater hafte than moderate men thought con-
venient. It was well known, that the fuppofed au-
thor met a confiderable number of this club in a
public houfe, where he convinced them very plain-
ly of the Treafurer’s fincerity, with many of thofe

~ery reafons which are urged in the following dif-

courfe,
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edurfe, befides fome others, which were not fo
proper to appear at that time in print.
The Trealurer alledged in his defence, that fuch
a treatment would not confift with prudence, be-
caufe there were many employments to be beflowed,
which required fkill and pratice; that feveral
gentlemen who pofieffed them had been long ver-
fed, very loyal to her Majefty, had never been vic-
lent party men, and were ready to fall inro all
honeft meafures for the fervice of their Queen
and country. DBut however, as offices became va-
cant, he would humbly recommend to her Ma-
jefty fuch gentlemen, whofe principles with regard
both to church and fiate his friends would ap-
prove of, and he would be ready to accept their
recommendations, Thus the Earl proceeded in
procuring employments for thofe who deferved
them by their honefty and abilitics to execute them 3
which I confefs to have been a fingularity not very
likely to be imitated. However, the gentlemen of
this club {till continned uneafy that no quicker pro-
grefs was made in removals, until thofe who were
leaft violent began to foften a little, or by dividing
them thewhole affair dropped. During thisdifficulty
we have been aflured, that the following difcourfe
was very feafonably publifhed with great fuccefs,
{hewing the difficulties that the Earl of Oxford lay
under, and his real defire, that all perfons in em-
ployment fhould be truly loyal churchmen, zealous
for her Majefty’s honour and fafety, as well as for
the fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover, if the
Queen fhould happen to die without iffue., This
difcourfe having been publifhed about the year
1711, and many of the fadts forgotten, would not
have been generally underftood without fome ex-
planation, which we have now endeavoured to give,
becanfe it feems a point of hiftory too material to be
loft. We owe this piece of intelligence to an inti-
mate of the fuppofed author.
Some
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Some Apvice humbly offered to the Mem-
bers of the OcTorer CrLub *.

GENTLEMEN,

INCE the firft inftitution of your fociety, 1
have always thought you capable of the great-

eft things. Such a number of perfons, members
of parliament, true lovers of our conftitution in
church and ftate, meeting at certain times, and
mixing bufinefs and converfation together, witholut
the

* This pamphlet was written in the year 1711, and is fo applica-
ble to that particular time that I thall not make any animadveifions
upon it, From political trads, the true hiftory of England is to be
deduced : and if foreigners were 1o enter into that branch of reading,
they might frame a more diftinét notion of our legiflature, and of ou:
manners, than from more laboured and conne€ed accounts of our
conftitution. 1In fuch a view, Iam apt to think, that, at firft fight,
they muft behold us a difunited, difcontented, and feemingly an un-
fteady people, But I am certain, that, upon a more exalted, or 4
more minute difquifition, they muft ind in us a fixed, and, I may
fay, an innate love of liberty, variegated, and perhaps fometimes er-
roncous in its progrefs, but conftant and unwearied in the purfuit of
that glorious end, What people tipon earth can defire a more exalted,
or a more difiinguithed charaéter ? to fpeak in the dialeét of the
Heathen world, our errors are the errors of men, our principles arz
the principles of gods. Orrery.

Perhaps that clear, impartial account of the indige@ed  hemes of
the oftober club, as it fell accidentally from the pen of Dr. Swift,
may throw fome additional light npon the hiftory of that ®ra, which,
it muft be confefled, 1s very greatly wanted; and at the fame time
be a caution to all worthy and fober men, who principally intend
the good of their country, in all their reafonings and debates, not
violently to oppofe and diftrefs any miniftiry whatfoever, who defire
to 2t with temper and moderation upon conftitutional principles.
His account of them runs in thefe terms. ¢ We are plagued with
“ an Ofteber club, that is, a fet of above an hundred parlismentc-

¥ L1 mhn,
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the forms and conftraint neceffary to be obferved in
public aflemblies, muft very much improve each o-
ther’s underftanding, corret and fix your judgment,
and prepare yourfclves againft any defigns of the
oppofite party. Upon the opening of this {eflion
an incident hath happened, to prov ide againft the
confequences whereof will requu your utmodt vi-
gilance and applicaton. All this Jaft fummer the
enemy was wor king under ground, and laying their
train ; they gradually bECdm" more frequent and
bold i m their pamphlets and papers, while thofe on
our fide were dropped, as if we had no farther oc-
cafion for them. Some time before an opportu-
nity fell into their hands, which they have cultivat-
ed ever fince; and thereby have endeavoured in
fome fort to turn thofe arts againft us, which had
been {o effetually employed to their ruin: a plain
demontftration of their {uperior ikill at intrigue ; to
make a ftratagem fucceed a fecond time, and this
even againft thofe who firft tried it upon them, I
know not whether this opportunity I have men-

men of the country, who drink O&ober beer at home, and meet
4¢ every evening at a tavern near the parliment, to confulc atfairs,
#* and drive things on to extremes againit the Whigs; to call the
‘¢ old miniftry to account, and get off five or fix heads. The mini-
% firy feem not to regard them ; yet one of them in confidence told
#* me, that there mufl be l'nmuhmg thought on to fettle things
$¢ better. I'll tell you one great flate-fecret, The Queen, fenfible
¢ how much the was goverped by the late rm-nﬂr), runs a little
into the other extreme ; and is jealous in that poin: even of thofe
“¢ who got her out of the other’s hands. The miniftry is for gentler
% meafures, and the .gther Tories for more violent, Lord Rivers
s talking to me the other day, curfed the paper calied the Examiner,
< for lnrakl“" civilly of the Duke of Marlborcugh. “This I hap-
£C e ned to tallz of ro the fecretary, who blamed the warmth of
¢ that Lord and .um others ;3 and {wore that if their advice were
¢ followed, they would be blown up in twenty-four heurs. And I
¢ have reafon to think, that they will endeavourto prevail en the
# Queen, to put her affairs more in the hands of a miniftry than fhe
€ does at prefent: apd there are, I believe, two men thought on 3 3
% gne of them you have often met the name of in my letters,’
Savift's letter to Vu”z, Feb. 18. 1710,  Swift,
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tioned could have been prevented by any care with-
out firaining a very tender point, which thofe chief-
1y concerned avoided by all means, becaufe it might
feem a counterpart of what they had {o much con-
demned in their predecefiors ; altheugh it is cer-
tain the two cafes were widely different ; and if
policy had once got the better of good nature, all
had been fafe, for there was no other danger in view:
but the confequences of this were forefeen from
the beginning ; and thofe who kept the watch had
early warning of it, It would have heen a mafters
piece of prudence in this cafe to have made a friend
of an enemy. But whether that were poflible to be
compafled, or whether it were ever attempted, is
now too late to enquire, All accomodation was
rendered defperate by an unlucky proceeding fome
months ago at Windfor, which was a declaration
of war too frank and generous for that fituation of
affairs ; and I am told, was not approved by a cer-
tain great minifter., It was obvious to fuppofe,
that, in a particular where the honour and intereft
of a hufband were {o clofely united with thofe of
a wifz, he might be fure of her utmoft endea-
vours for his protetion, although fhe neither lov-
ed nor efteemed him. The danger of lofing pow-
cr, favour, profit, and a fhelter from domefiic y-
ranny, were ftrong incitements to ftir up a work-
ing brain, early practifed in all the arts of intrigue-
ing. Neither is it fafe to count upon the weak-
nels of any man’s underftanding, who is thorough-
ly poffefied with the fpirit of revenge to fharpen
his invention : nothing elfe is required befides ob-
Jequioufnefs and affiduity; which, as they are often
the talents of thofe who have no better, fo they
are apt to make impreffions upon the b¢/ and great-
et minds,

It was no fmall advantage to the defigning party,
that, fince the adventure at Windfor, the perfin on
whom we fo much depend was long abfent by ficknefs ;

which
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swhich hindered him from purfuing thofe meafures
that minifters are in prudence forced to take to de-
fend their country and themfclves again{t an irritated
faction. The negotiators on the other fide improv-
ed this favourable conjunéture to the utmoft ; and
by an unparallelled boldnefs, accompanied with
many falfehoods, perfuaded certain lords, (who
were already in the fame principle, but were afraid
of making a wrong ftep, left it thould lead them out
of their coaches into the dirt ), that voting in appear-
ance againft the court would be the fafeft courfe to
avoid the danger they moft apprehended, which
was that of loiing their penfions; and their opi-
nions, when produced, would by feemingly con-
rradiéting their intereft have ah appearance of vir-
tue into the bargain, This, with {fome arguments
of more immediate power, went far in producing
that ftrange anexpelted turn we have fo lately {een,
and from which our adverfaries reckoned upon
fuch wonderful effefts ; and fome of them,
particularly my Lord Chicf Juftice, began to act as
if all were already in their power.

But although the more immediate caufes of
this defertion were what I have above related,
yet I am apt to think, it would hardly have
been attempted, or at leaft not fuccceded, but
for a prevailing opinion, that the church-
party and the minifters had different views, or at
leaf were not fo firmly united as they ought
o have been. It was commonly faid, and I fup-
pofe not without fome ground of truth, that many
gentlemen of your club were difcontented to find fo
Jittle dome 5 that they thought it looked as if people
were mot in earncfty that they expefted to fee 2
thorough change with refpect to employments; and
although every man could not be provided for, yet
when all places were filled with perfons of good
principles, there would be fewer complaints and

lefs danger from the other party ; that this change
Bb2 : was
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was hoped for all laft fummer, and even to the
opening of the feflion, yet nothing done. On the
other hand, it was urged by fome in favour of the
miniftry, that it was impoflible to find employments
for one pretender in twenty ; and therefore in gra-
tifying one nineteen would be difobliged ; but, while
all hrad: leave to hope, they would all endeavour to
deferve : but this again was efteemed a very fhal-
low policy, which was tco caitly feen through,
muft {oon come to an end, and would caufca ge-
neral difcontent; with twenty other objeftions to
which it was liable : and indeed, confidering the
fhort life of minifters in our climate, it was with
fome reafon thonght a littdle hard, that thefe for
whom any employment was intended, fthould by
fucha delay be probably deprived of half their be«
nefit; not to mention, that a miniftry is beft
confirmed, whei all inferior officers are in its ins
tereft.,

I have fet this caufe of complaint in the ftrong-
eft light, although my defign is to endeavour tha
it fhould have no manner of weight with you, as I
am confident our adverfaries counted upon, and do
ftill expect to find mighty advantages by it.

Bur it is neceflary to fay fomething to this ob-
jection, which in 4ll appearance lieth {o hard upon
the prefent miniftiry.  What fhall I effer upon fo
tender a point ? How fhall I convey an anfwer that
none will apprehend, except thofe for whom I in-
tend it ? I have often pitied the condition of great
minifters upon feveral accounts; but never {fo
much upon any, as when their duty obliges them
to bear the blame and envy of aétions, for which
they will not be anfiverable in the next world, al-
though they dare not convinee the prefent, until it
is too late, This letter is fent you, Gentlemen, from
no mean hand, nor from a perfon uninformed,
although for the reft as little concerned in point of
ntereft for any change of miniftry, as moft others

or
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of his fellow-fubje@ts. I may thereforeaflume fo
much to myfelf. as to defire you would depend up-
on it, that a fhort time will make manifeft, how
little the defeét you complain of ought to lie at that
door, where your enemies would be glad to fee you
place it. 'The wifeft man, who is not very near
the fpring of affairs, but views them only in their
iflues and evenis, will be apt to fix applaufes and
reproaches in the wrong place, which is the
true caufe of a weaknefs that I never yet knew
great minifters without ; I mean their being deaf to
all advice: for, if a perfon of the beft underftand-
ing offers his opinion in a point, where he is not
mafter of all the circumitances, (which perhaps
are not to be told), it is a hundred to one but he
runs into an abfurdity ; from whence it is, that
minifters falfely conclude themfelves to be equally
wifer than others in general things, where the com-
mon reafon of mankind ought to be the judge, and
is probably lefs biafled than theirs. I have known
a great man of excellent parts blindly purfuec a
point of no importance, againit the advice of every
friend he had, until it ended in his ruin. I have
feen great abilities rendered utterly ufelefs by un-
accountable and unnecefiary delay, and by difficulty
of accefs, by which a thoufand opportunities are
fuffered to efcape. I have obferved the fironge/?

fbsulders to fink under too great a load of bufinefs,

for want of dividing a due proportion among o-
thers, Thefe, and more that might be named, are
obvious failings, which every rational man may be
allowed to difcern, as well as lament: and wherein
the wifeft minifter may receive advice from othersof
inferior underftanding. But in thofe aftions where
we are not thoroughly informed of all the motives
and circumftances, it is hardly poflible that our
judgment thould not be miftaken. I have often been
one of the company, where we have all blam-
ed a meafure taken, which hath afterwards proved

the
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the only one that could poflibly have fiiccéeded,
Nay, I have known thofe very men who have for-
merly been in the fecret of affairs, when a new fet
of people hath come in, offering their refinements
and conjetures in a very plaufible manner upon
what was pafling, and widelyerr in all they ad-
vanced,

‘Whatever occafions may have been given for
complaints that enough hath not been done, thofe
complaints thould not be carried fo far as to make
us forget what hath been done, which at ficlk was a
great deal more than we hoped or thought pradis
cable ; and you may be aflured, that fo much cou-

" rage and addrefs were not employed in the begin-

ning of fo great a work without a refolution of
carrying it through, as faft as opportunities wounld
offer, Any of the moft fanguine gentlemen in your
club would gladly have compounded two years ago
to have been affured of feeing affairs in the prefent
fitnation : It is principally to the abilities of one
great man, that you, Gentlemen, owe the happinefs
of meeting together to cultivate good principles,
and form yourfelves into a body for defending your
country againft a reftlefs and dangerous fadtion.
It is to the fame we all owe that mighty change in
the moft important pofts of the kingdom ; that we
fee the facred perfon of our prince encompafled by
thofe whom we ourfelves would have chofen, if it
had been left to our power : and if every thing be-
fides that you could wifh hath not been hitherto
done, you will be but juft to impute it to fome
powertul although unérown impediments, wherein
the miniftry is more to be lamented than blamed.
But there is good reafon to hope from the vigorous
proceedings of the court, that thefe impediments
will in a fhort time effeCtually be removed : and
one great motive to haften the removal of them
will doubtlefs be the refleétion upon thofe danger-
sus confequences, which had like to have enfued

upon
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upon not removing them before. - Befides, after fa
plainand formidablea convi¢tion that mild and mo-
derate methods meet with no other reception or
return than to ferve as opportunities to the infati-
able malice of an enemy ; power will awake to vin-
dicate itfclf, and difarm its oppofers, at leaft of all
gifenfive weapons.

Confider, if you pleafe, how hard befet the pre-
fent miniftry hath been on every fide ; by the im-
pofiibility of carrying on the war an{ longer with-
out taking the moft defperate courfes; or of re-
covering Spain from the houfe of Bourbon, al-
though we could continue it many years longer :
by the clamours of a fation againft any peace with-
out that condition, which the moft knowing among
them{elves allowed to be impracticable ; by the fecret
cabals of foreign minifters, who have endeavoured
to inflame our people, and fpirit up a finking fac-
tion to blaft all our endeavours for peace with
thofe popular reproaches of France and the preten-
der ; not to mention the danger they have been in
from private infinuations of fuch anature as it was al-
moft impoffible to fence againft. Thefe clouds now
begin to blow over, and thofe who are at the helm
will have leifure to look about them, and complete
what yet remains to be done.

That confederate body, which, now makes up
the adverfe party, confifteth of an union {fo mon-
firous and unnatural, that in a little time it muft
of neceflity fall to pieces. The Diffenters with rea-
fon think themfelves betrayed and fold by their bre-
thren. What they have been told, that the' prefent
bill againft eccafional conformity was to prevent a
greater evil, is an excufe too grofs to pafs; and if
any other profound refinement were meant it is
now come to nothing. The remaining feftions of
the party have no other tie but that of an inveterate
hatred and rancour againft thofe in power, without
agrecing in any other common intereft, not cement(i

€
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ed by principle or perfonal friendfhip : I fpeak
particularly of their leaders; and although I know
that court-enmities are as inconftant as its friend-
fhips ; yet from the difference of tempers and prin-
ciple, as well as the {cars remaining of former ani-
mofities, I am perfuaded their league will not be of
long continuance : I know {everal of them, who
will never pardon thofe with whom they are now
in confederacy ; and when once they fee the pre-
fent miniftry thoroughly fixed, they will grow
weary of bunting upen a cold feent, or playing a def-
perate game, and crumble away.

On the other fide, while the malice of that party
continues in vigour, while they yet feel the bruifes
of their fall, which pain them afrefh fince their late
difzppointment, they will leave no arts untried to re-
cover themfelves ; and it behoves all who have any
regard for the fafety of the Queen or her kingdom,
to join unanimoudly againft an adverfary, who will
return full fraught with vengeance upon the firft
opportunity that fhall offer : and this perhaps is
more to be regarded, becaufe that party feem yet
to have a referve of hope in the fame quarter from
whence their laff reinforcement came, ~Neither can
any thing cultivate this hope of theirs {fo much as a
difagreement among ourfelves founded upon
a jealoufy- of the minifiry, who I think need
no better a teftimony of their good intentions,
-than the inceflant vage of the party-leaders againft
them.

There is one fault which both fides are apt te
charge upon themfelves, and very generoufly com-
mend their adverfaries for the contrary virtue. The
Tories acknowledge, that the #higs out-did them in
rewarding their friends, and adhering to each other:
the Whigsallow the fame to the Torzes. T am apt to
think, that the former may a little excel the latter
in this point ; for, doubtlels, the Zories are lefs

vindictive
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vindi&ive of the two : and whoever is remifs in
punifbing, will probably be fo in rewarding ; al-
though ar the fame time I well remember the cla-
mours often raifed during the reign of that party
againft the leaders, by thofe who thought their me-
rits were not rewarded ; and theyhad reafon on
their fide, becaufe it is no doubt a misfortuneto
forfeit honour and confcience for nothing; but
furely the cafe is very different at this time, when
whoever adheres to the adminiftration, doth fervice
to Gop, his prince, and his country, as well as
contributes to his own private intereft and fafety.

But, if the #hig leaders were more grateful in
rewarding their friends, it muft be avowed like-
wife, that the bulk of them was in general more
zealous for the fervice of their party, even when
abftraéted from any private advantage, as might be
obferved in a thoufand inftances ; for which I would
likewife commend them, if it were not natural for
mankind to be more vislent in an ill caufe than a
good one.

The perpetual difcord of fa&tions, with feveral
changes of late years in the very nature of our
government, have controlled many maxims among
us, 'The court and country party, which ufed to be
the old divifion, feems now to be ceafed, or fuf-
pended for better times and worfe princes. The

ueen and miniftry are at this time fully in the true
intereft of the kingdom; and therefore the cours
and country are of a fide; and the #higs, who ori-
ginally were of the latter, are now of neither, but
an independent fation, nurfed by the neceffities or
miftakes of a late good, although unexperienced
prince. Court and country ought therefore to join
their forces againft thefe common encmies, until
they are intirely difperfed and difabled. It is e-
nough to arm ourfelves againft them, when we
confider that the greateft misfortunes which can be-
fal the nation, are what wounld moft anfwer their

Vor.III. Elc intereft
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intereft and their wifhes; a perpetual war increafes
their money, breaks and beggars their Jended ene-
mies. 'The ruin of the church will pleafe the Dif
fenters, Deifts, and Secinians, whereof the body of
their party confifts. A commonwealth, or a pro-
teftor, would gratify the republican principles of
fome, and the ambition of others among them.

I would infer from hence, that no difcontents of
an inferior nature, fuch, I mean, as I have already
mentioned, fhould be carried fo far as to give any
ill impreflion of the prefent miniftry., If all things
have not been hitherto done as you, Gentlemen,
could reafonably wifh, it can be imputed only to
the fecret inffruments of that faction, The truth
of this hath appeared from fome late incidents,
more vifibly than formerly, Neither do I believe
that any one will now make a doubt, whether a
certain perfon be in earnef?, after the united and a-
vowed endeavours of a whole party to firike direét-
ly at his head.

‘When it happens, by fome private crofs intrigues,
thatra great man hathnot the power which is thought
due to his ftation, he will however probably defire
the reputation of it, without which he neither can
preferve the dignity, nor hardly go through the
common bufinefs of his place; yet is it that reputa-
tion to which he owes all the envy and hatred of
others, as well as his own difquiets. Mean time
his expedting friends impute all their difappoint-
ments to fome deep defign, or to his defect of good-
will ; and his enemies are fure to cry up his excefs
of power, efpecially in thofe points where they
are confident it is moft fhortened. A minifter
in this difficult cafe is fometimes forced to pre-
ferve his credit by forbearing what #s in his
power, for fear of dilcovering how far the limits
extend of what is nof; or perhaps for fear of
thewing an inclination contrary to that of his ma-
fter. Yer all this while he lics under the reproach

of
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of delay, unfieadinefs, or want of Jincerity. S0
that there are many inconveniencies and dangers
cither in difcovering or concealing the want of
power. .Neither is it hard to conceive, that mini-
fters may happen to fuffer for the fins of their pre-
deceffiry who, by their great abufes and monopo-
lics of power and favour, have taught princes to
be more thrifty for the future in the diftribution of
both. And, as in common life, whoever hath
been long confined is very fond of his liberty, and
will not eafily endure the very appearance of re-
ftraint, even from thofe who have been the inftru-
ments of fetting him free ; fo it is with the reco-
very of power, which is ufually attended with an
undiftinguifhed jealoufy, left it thould be again in-
vaded. In fuch a junéture I cannot difcover, why
a wife and honeft man fhould venture to place him-
{elf at the head of affairs upon any other regard
than the fafety of his country, and the advice of
Socrates, to prevent an ill man from coming in.
Upon the whole, Idonot feé any one ground of
fufpicion or diflike, to which you, Gentlemen, or
others, who wifh well to their country, may have
entertained about perfons or proceedings, but what
may probably be mifapprehended even by thofe
who think they have the beftinformation. Nay, 1
will venture to go one ftep farther, by adding, that
although it may not be prudent to {peak out upon
this occafion; yet whoever will reafon impartially
upon the whole ftate of affairs, muft entirely ac-
quit the miniftry of thatdelay and neutrality, which
have been laid to their charge. Or fuppofe fome
fmall part of thisaccufationwere true) which I pofi-
tively know to be otherwife, whereof the world will
foon be convinced), yet the confequences of any
refentment at this time muft either be none at all,
or the moft fatal that can be imagined ; for if the
prefent minifiry be made fo unealy, that a change

be thought neceflary, things will return of courfe
Cc2 inte
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into the old hands of thofe whofe little fingers will
be found heavier than their predeceffors bins. The
Whig faftion is fo dexterous at corrupting, and the
people {o fufceptible of it, that you cannot be ig-
norant how eafy it will be after fuch a turn of af-
fairs, upon a new election, to procure a majority
againft you. They will refume their power with a
fpirit like that of Marius or Sylla, or the laft tri-
umvirate : and thofe minifters who have been moft
cenfured for too much hefitation, will fall the
firft facrifices to their vengeance : but thefe are the
fmalleft mifchiefs to be apprehended from fuch re-
turning exiles. 'What fecurity can a prince hope
for his perfon, or his crown, or even for the mo-
narchy itfelf? He muft expe&t to fee his beft
friends brought to the feaffold for afferting his
rights ; to {ee his prerogative trampled on, and his
Zreafure applied to feed the avarice of thofe whs
make themfelves his keepers ; to hear himfelf treated
with infolence and contempt ; to have his family
purged at pleafure by their humour and malice ; and
to retain even the name and thadow of a king no
longer than his ephori fhall think fit.

Thefe are the inevitable confequences of fuch a
change of affairs, as that invenomed party is now
projecting ; which will beft be prevented by your
firmly adhering to the prefent miniftry, until this
domeftic enemy is out of all poflibility of making
head any more, '
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A Prorosar for the univerfal ufe of Irisu
MANUFACTURE, In cloaths and furniture
of boufes, &c. utterly rejecting and renoun-
cing every thing wearable that comes from
Encranp *,

‘Whritten in the year 1720.

T is the peculiar felicity and prudence of the peo-
ple in this kingdom, that whatever commodities
or produdtions lie under the greateft difcourage-
ments from England, thofe are what they are fure
to

* Upon Dr. Swift's arrival in Ireland, that fpirit which had been
raifed againft him by the Whigs in Eneland, infatvated likewife the
whole populace of Dublin, infomuch that when he walked through
the town, he was frequently pointed at and abufed by feveral of the
meaner fhopkeepers, mechanics, and other bafe fellows w ut name
or occupation, Thefe abominable wretches, like their brethren the
yahoos, would often fcrape the kennels with their nafly claws, to
throw dirt and filth at him as he pafled through the city; all 1
he bore for two or three years, until the brutes became tired of their
feurrility, not fo much with a refigned philofophical patience, as in-
deed with that fuperior contempt for all unworthy demeanor, which
is only to be conceived by the moft improved and exalted minds. But
thefe animofities having fubfided for two or three years, infiead of re-
joicing over the miftries of that people which had without c2ufe borne
a tyrannous hate againft him, he began to look down with pity on
their diftreffed condition: he regretted the calamities of his country
and the abfurdity of their politics ; he deplored their want of com-
merce, and lamented all their grievances, Atlaft, in 1720, he re-
folved, as far as lay in his power, to correct the eriors and the blun-
ders of his deluded countrym and with that view he writ fhort
and lively pragofals for the univer[al ufe of Irifb m aflure, &c.; on
account of whikh a profecution was fet on foot againft Waters the
printer of :har%mphkt, which was carried on with fo much vio-
lence, that one ‘William Whit(hed, then Chief Juftice, thought pro-
per, in a manner the moft extraordinary, to keep the jury eleven
hours, and 1o fend them back ninc times out of court until he had

wearicd
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to be moft induftrious in cultivating and fpreading.
Agriculture, which hath been the principle care of
all wife nations, and for the encouragement where-
of there are fo many ftatute-laws in England, we
countenance {o well, that the landlords are every
where by penal claufes abfolutely prohibiting their

tenants

wearied them into a fpecial verdi®t. But Whitfhed, a man of low
birth and narrow education, whofs whole pittance of learning was
confined within the magic circle of the laws, the doétrine of prece-
dents, and praétice of the courts, was by no means aware by what
unmerciful firokes a patriot and genius like Dr. Swift could avenge
upon him the caufe both of himfelf and country, Whitthed, armed
with power, and fure to be fupported, in the virulent days of party,
againft all thofe who adhered to their Tory principles, firft gave the
alarm to battle by an attack upon Waters the printer. Swift, armed
with genius, and fired with a zeal for liberty and public intereft, flew
directly to the charge. But finding he had to deal with an adverfary
unequal to the combat, he contented himfelf for the prefent with
giving him three or four lafhes, and making him thoroughly con-
temptible in the eyes of the world. But foon after Swift had further
occafion for exerting all his powers againit the unfortunate Whitthed,
Szwift.

This treatife fpread very faft, upon which a perfon in great office
fent in hafte for the Chief Juftice, (Whitthed), and informed him of
a feditious, factious, and virulent pamphlet lately publithed, with a
defign of fetting the two kingdoms at variance, direting at the fame
time, that the printer fhould be pro‘ecured with the utmoft rigonr.—
The Chief Fuftice had fo quick an nnderftanding, that he refolved if
poffible to outdo his orders,—The printer was feized, and forced to
give great bail :—the jury brought him in not guilty, although they
had been culled with the utmoft induftry : the Chief Fuffice fent them
back nine times, and kept them eleven hours, until being tired out
they were forced to leave the matter to the mercy of the judge by
what they call a fpecicl werdi&z, During the trial the Chicf Fuflice,
among other fingularities, lzid his hand en his breaft, and protcfled
folemnly, that the author’s defign was to bring in the prerender : but
the cavfe being fo very odious and unpopular, the trial of the verdict
was deferred from one term to ancther, until upon (the D. of
G--ft-n) the Lord Lieutenant’s arrival, his Grace, after mature 2dvice
and permiflion from England, was pleafed to grant a Nuli profegui,
See Swift's letter to Pope, of Jan. 10. 1721,

This piece firft turned the tide of popularity in the author’s
favour.

When the author had finithed Guiliver’s travels, he found an o-
pening to indulge his love of politics, and to commence a patriot for
Ireland : and he made ufe of the opportunity, by increafing the na-
taral jealoufy which the lefler ifland conftantly entertains of the greater.

His
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tenants from ploughing *, not fatisfied to confine
them within certain limitations, as is the practice
of the Englith ; one effect of which is already feen
in the prodigious dearnefs of corn, and the impor-
tation of it from London, as the cheaper markert.
And becaufe people are the rickes of a country, and
that our neighbours have done, and are doing, all
that in them lies to make our wool a drug to us,
and a monopoly to them ; therefore the politic gen-
tlemen of Ireland have depopulated vaft trals of
the beft land, for the feeding of fheep.

I could fill a volume, as large as the hiffory of the
wife ‘men of Gotham, with a catalogue only of fome
wonderful laws and cuftoms we have obferved with-
in thirty years paft. It is true indeed, our benefi-
cial traffic of wool with France hath been our only
fupport for feveral years paft, furnithing us with
all the little money we have to pay our rents, and
go to market. But our merchants affure me,
¢ this trade hath received a great damp by the pre-
¢ fent fludtuating condition of the coin in France:
% that moft of their wine is paid for in {pecie,
¢ without carrying thither any commodity from
s henea

However, fince we are fo univerfally bent upon
enlarging our flocks, it may be worth inquiring,
what we fhall do with our wool, in cafe Darn-

-

His treatifs, or propofal, immediately raifed a very violent flame.
The printer was profecuted : and the profecution had the fame effect
which generaily attends thofe kind of meafures; it alded fewel to the
flame. But his greateft cnemies muft confefs, that the pamphletis
written in the ftyle of 2 man, who had the good of his country near-
et his heart; who faw her errors, and withed to cor et them ; who
felt her oppreffions, and wifhed to relieve them ; and who had a defirc
ta roufe and awaken an indolent naiion from a letharyic difp.fition,
that might prove fatal to her conftitution. Orrerys ------ See An ex-
celient e fang on a_l;’J'iix'-n‘fs paniphlet.

* Tt was the practice of Irifh farmers to wear out their gronnd with
plougbing, neither manuring norgletting ic lie faliow ; and when tieic
leafes were near expired, they piouzhed even the meadows, and made
fuch havock, that the landlord HAL

by their zeal to present if, west be-
uayed ints this pernicious meafure,

ftapls
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ftaple * fhould be overftocked, and our French
commerce fhould fail.

I could with the parliament had thought fit to
have fufpended their regulation of church-matters,
and enlargements of the prerogative, until a more
convenient time, becaufe they did not appear very
prefling, at leaft to the perfons principally concerned;
and, inftead of thefe great refinements in pelitics
and divinity, had amufed themf{elves and their com-
mittees a little with the fate of the nation. For ex-
ample : Whatif the houfe of Commons had thought
fit to make a refolution, nemine contradicente, againit
wearing any cloth or ftuff’ in their families, which
were not of the growth and manufaéture of this
kingdom ? What if they had extended it fo far as
utterly to exclude all filks, velvets, callicoes, and
the whole /exicon of female fopperies; and declar-
ed, that whoever alted otherwife, thould be deem-
ed and reputed an enemy to the nation? What if
they had fent up fuch a refolution to be agreed to by
the houfe of Lords; and by their own practice and
encouragement {pread the execution of it in their
feveral counties? What if we fhould agree to make
burying in woollen a fafbion, as our neighbours have
made it a Jaw ? What if the ladies thould be con-
tent with Irifth {ftuffs for the furniture of their houfes,
for gowns and petticoats for themfelves and their
daughters ? Upon the whole, and to crown all the
reft, let a firm refolution be taken by male and fe-
male, never to appear with one fingle fired that comes
trom England; and let all the people fuy, AMEN,

I hope, and believe, nothing could pleafe his
Majefty better than to hear, that his loyal fubjeéts
of both fexes in this kingdom + celebrated his birth-

* A fc;a-part in Deventhire, at that time the principal market in
Ergland for Irith wool.
. T Her Grace the Dutchefs of Dogfet, the Lord Lietitenant’s lady,
is faid to h.\vr; appeared at the caffle in Dublin wholly clad in the ma-
nufacture of Irelznd on his Majuity’s bijcthd ;

day,
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day, (now approaching), aniverfally clad in their
own manufacture. Is there virtue enough left in
this deluded people to fave them from the brink of
ruin ? If the men’s opinions may be taken, the la-
dies will look as handfome in ftuffs as in brocades;
and, fince all will be equal, there may be room e-
nough to employ their wit and fancy in chufing
and matching patterns and colours. 1 heard thc
late Archbithop of Tuam mention a pleafant ob-
fervation of fome bedy’s; “¢ that Ireland would
%« never be happy until a law were made for burn-
“ ing every thing that came from England, except
«¢ their people and their coals.” 1 muit confels,
that as to the former, I fhould not be forry if they
would ftay at home ; and for the latter, I'hope, 1n
a little time we fhall have no occafion for them.

Non tanti mitra eff, non tanti judicis oftrum,

but I thould rejoice to fee a ffay-lace from England
be thought fcandalous, and become a topic for cen-
Jure at vifits and tea-tables.

If the unthinking {kopkeepers in this town had
not been utterly deftirute of common fenfe, they
would have made fome propofal to the parliament,
with a petition to the purpofe I have mentioned ;
promifing to improve the ¢ cloths and ftuffs of the
¢ nation into all poflible degrees of finenefs and
s¢ colours, and engaging not to play the knave, ac-
#¢ cording to their cuftom, by exaéting and impof-
“ ing upon the nobility and gentry either as to the
¢ prices or the goodnefs.,” TFor I remember, in
London, upon a general mourning, the rafcally mer-
cers and woolendrapers would in four and twenty
hours raife their c/oths and filks to above a double
price ; and if the mourning continued long, then
come whining with pelitions to the court, ¢ that
« they were ready to ftarve, and their fineries lay
¢¢ upon their hands.”

VoL, HI Dd i
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I could wifh, our thopkeepers would immediate-
ly think on this propsfal, addrefling it to all per-
fons of quality and others; but firft be fure to
get fome body who can write fenfe to put it into
form.

I think it needlefs to exhort the cergy to follow
this good example ; becaufe *“ in a litde time thofe
““ among them who are {o unfortunate to have had
“¢ their birth and education in this country, will
¢ think themfelves abundantly happy when they
¢ can afford Irifh crape and an Athlone hat;” and
as to the others, I fball not prefume to direct them.
I have indeed feen the prefent Archbithop of
Dublin # clad from head to foot in our own manu-
faCture ; and yet under the rofe be it fpoken, ¢ his
¢ Grace deferveth as good a gown, as if he had
¢ not been born among us.”

I have not courage enough to offer one {yllable
on this fubject to their Heonours of the army: nei-
ther have I fufficiently confidered the great import-
ance of fcarlet and gold lace.

The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to
this purpofe. The goddefs had heard of one A-
rachne, a young virgin, very famous for fpinning
and weaving : they both met upon a trial of 1kill ;
and Pallas finding herfelf almoit equalled in her
own art, ftung with rage and envy, knocked her
rival down, and turned her into a fpider ; injoin-
ing her to /pin and weave for ever out of her own
bowels, and in @ very narrsw compafs, 1 confefs,
that from a boy I always pitied poor Arachne, and
could never heartily love the goddefs on account
of ¢ {o cruel and unjuft a {fentence ; which hows
ever is fully executed upon us by England with fur-
ther additions of rigsur and feverity, for the great-
eft part of our bowels and vitels is extracted with-

* Dr, King

out
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out allowing us 1 the liberty of fpining and weaving
them,

The fcripture tells us, that * oppreflion maketh
¢ a wife man mad ;” therefore, confequently {peak-
ing, the reafon why fome men are not mad, is be-
caufe they are not wife: however, it were to be
withed, that opprefion would in time teach a litte
wifdom to fools.

1 was much delighted with a perfon, who hath a
great eftate in this kingdom, upon his complaints
to me, * how grievoully poor Englund fufters by
¢¢ jmpofitions from Ireland : thet we convey our

own wool to France in fpite of all the Aarpies at

the cuftomhoufe : that Mr. Shuttleworth, and
others on the Chefhire coafts, are fuch fools to

{ell us their bark at a good price for tanning our

own hides into leather: with other enormities of

the like weight and kind,” To which I will ven-
ture to add more:  That the mayoralty of this
“ city is always executed by an inhabitant, and of-
¢ ten by a native, which might as well be done by

a deputy with a moderate falary, whereby poor

England lofeth at leaft one thoufand pounds a-

year upon the balance: that the governing of this
kingdom cofts the Lord Licutenant three thou-
fand fix hundred pounds a-year; {o much net
lofs to poor England: that the people of Ireland
prefume to dig for coals in their own grounds ;
and the farmers in the county of Wicklow fend
their turf to the very market of Dublin, to the
great difcouragement of the coal-trade of Mof-
tyn and Whitchaven * : that the revenues of the

4+ In the fpring 1753, the parliament of England paffed an a& for
permitting the exportation of wool, and woollen or bay yarn, from
any port in Ireland to azy port in England ; which was before prohi-
bited. And

In the winter 1753, the Irife parliament prohibited the importation
of gold and filver lace, except of the mansufaciure of England.

» Mofiyn in Flintfhiie 2nd Whitehavenin Cumberland.

Dd2 ¢ poff-
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 poft-gfice here, {fo righteoufly belonging to the

€ Englxih treafury, as arifing chiefly from our own

commerce with each other, thould be remitted
“ to London, clogged with that gricvous burthen
¢ of exchange ; and the penfions paid out of the
¢ Irith revenues to Englfb favourites thould lic un-
der the fame difadvantage, to the great lofs of
¢ the grantees, When a divine is fent over to a
*¢ bifbopric here, with the hopes of five and twenty
* hundred pounds a-year ; and upon his arival he
“ finds, alas | a dreadful difcount of ten or twelve
per cent. a judge, ar a commiffioner of the revenue
has the fame caunfe of complaint. Lafly, The
¢ ballad upon Cotter is vehemently fufpected to be
Irifly manufadture ; and yet is allowed to be fung
in our open ftrects, under the very gz of the go-
€ wernment.”

Thefe are a few, among the many hardfhips we
putupon that poor kingdom of England : for which
Lam confident, every honeff man witheth a remedy :
and I hear, there isa project an fout for wranfport-
ing our beft wheaten ffraw by iea and land-carriage
to Dunftable ; and obliging us by a law to take off
yearly {o many tun of firaw hats for the ufe of our
women ; which will be a great encouragement to the
manufacture of that induﬁrious town

I would be glad to learn among the divines, whe-
ther a law #o bind men without their own confent be
obligatory in fore confientiz; becaufe I find,
Scripture, .Saunderfon, and Suarc‘,, are wholly fi-
lent on the matter.  The oracle of reafon, the great
law of nature, and general opinion of civilians,
wherever rha treat of limited gevernments, are in-
deed decifive mongh

It is wonderful to obferve the bias among our
people in favour of things, perfons, and wares of
all kinds, that come from England. The printer
tclls his bawkers, that ke bas got an excellent new
forg juff broug vﬁom London. I have fomewhat
of

<
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of a tendency that way myfelf ; and upon hearing
a coxcomb from thence difplaying himfelf with great
volubility upon the park, the playhoufe, the opera,
the gaming ordinaries, it was apt to beget in me a
kind of veneration for his parts and accomplith-
ments. It is not many years fince I remember a
perfon, who by his fiile and literature feems to have
been the corredfor of a hedge-prefs in fome blind-
alley about Little Britain, proceed gradually to be
an author, at leaft a * tran/lator of a lower rate, al-
though fomewhat of a larger bulk, than any thar
now flourifbes in Grubftrect ; and upon the ftrength

* of this foundation come over here, ered? himfelf
up into an orator and politician, and lead a kingdam
after him. This I am told, was the very mstive
that prevailed on the T author of a play called, Love
in a hollzw tree, to do us the honour of a vifit; pre-
fuming, with very good reafon, that he was a
writer of a Juperior clafs, I know another, who for
thirty years paft hath been the common Sandard of
Jftupity in England, where he was never heard a
minute in any affembly, or by any party, with com-
mon Chriftian treatment ; yet, upon his arrival hi-
ther, could put on a face of importance and authe-
rity, talk more than fix, without either graceful-
nefs, propriety, or meaning; and at the fame time
be admired and followed as the pattern of elsquence
and wifdom.

Nothing hath humbled me fo much, or thewn 2
greater difpofition to a confemptuous treatment of
ircland in fome chief governors, than that high
ftile of feveral fpeeches from the throne, delivered
as ufual after the royal affent in fome periads of the
two laft reigns. Such exaggerations of the prodi-
gious condefcenfions in the prince to pafs thofe good

* Suppofed to be Czfar's Commentaries, dedicated to the Duke
of Marlborough, by Col.Biadina
} Lord Grimfion.

laws,

|
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laws, would have but an odd found at Weftmin=
fter; neither do I apprehend, how any geod law
can pafs, wherein the King’s intereft is not as much
concerned as that of the people. 1 remember, after
a fpeech on the like occafion, delivered by my Lord
Wharton *, (I think it was his laft), he defired
Mr. Addifon to aff my opinion on it. My anfwer
was, ¢ That his Excellency had very honeftly for-
¢ feited his head on account of one paragraph ;
¢ wherein he afferted, by plain confequence, a
“ difpenfing power in the Queen.” His Lord-
thip owned it was true, but fwore the words were
put into his mouth by dire& orders from court.
From whence it is clear, that fome miniffers in thofe
times were apt, from their bigh elevation to look
down upon this kingdom, as if it had been one of
their colonies of outcafts in America. And T ob-
ferved a little " of the fame turn of fpiritin fome
great men, from whom I expeéted better ; although,
to do them juftice, it proved no point of difficulty
to make them correé their /dea, wherecof the whole
natisn quickly found the benefit. But thar is

Jorgotten. How the ftile hath fince run, I am

wholly a firanger ; having never feen a fpeech fince
the laft of the Queen.

I would now expoftulate a little with our country-
landlords ; who, by unmeafurable ferewing and
racking their tenants all over the kingdem, have
already reduced the miferable pesple to a worle
csndition than the peafants in France, or the vaffals
in Germany and Poland ; {o that the whole fpecies
of what we call fubflantial farmers, will in a very
few years be utterly at an end. It was pleafant to
obferve thefe gentlemen labouring with all their
might for preventing the 4:/hnps from letting their

* Lord Lieutenant.
revenues
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revenues at a moderate half value, (whereby * the
whole order would,in an age, have been reduced to
manifeft beggary), at the very inftant, when they
were every where canting t their ownland upon fhort
1eafes, and facrificing their olde/? tenants for a penn
an acre advance. 1know not how it comes to pafg,'
(and yet perhaps 1 know well enough), that flaves
have a nararal difpofition to be tyrants, and that
when my betters give me a kick, I am apt to re-
venge it with fix upon my footman, altho’ perhaps
he may be an honeft and diligent fellow. I have
heard greatdivines affirm, that ““nothing is folikely
¢ to call down an univerfal judgment from heaven
“ ypon a nation, as univerfal oppreffion; ” and
whether this be not already verified in part, their
IWor/bips the landlords are now at full leifure to con-
fider. Whoever travels this country, and obferves
the face of nature, or the faces and habits and
dwellings of the natrves, will hardly think himfelf
in a land, where law, religion, or common humanity
is profefled.

1 cannot forbear faying one word upon a thing
they call a bank, which I hear is projeting in this
town {. 1 never faw the propofals, nor under-
ftand any one particular of their fcheme: what I
with for at prefent, i only a {ufficient provifion of
kemp, and caps, and bells, to diftribute according
to the feveral degrees of honefly and prudence in

[fame perfons. 1 hear only of a monftrous {fum al-
ready named ; and if OTHERS do not {foon hear of

# Whereby, that is, by preventing the bithops revenues from be-
ing let at half value. See this pofition explained and proved in the
tract called Arguments againfi eniarging the posver of bijbeps.

+ Canting their Jand is letting it to the higheft bidder.
fignifics the fame as audtion.

Cant

1 This project for a bank in Ireland was foon afterwards brought
tameit, and rcjc&t‘d.

into-pa:l
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it too, and hear with a wengeance, then am I a
gentleman of lefs fagacity than myfelf and a very
few befides take me to be. And the jeft will be
ftill the better, if it be true, as judicious perfons
have affured me, that one half is altogether imagi-
nary. The matter will be likewife much mended,
if the merchants continue to carry off our gold, and
our gold{miths to melt down our heavy filver.

A LET..
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A LETTER to the Shopkeepers, Tradefmen,
Farmers, and Commaen People of IRELAND,
concerning the Brafs  Halfpence coined
by one WirLiam Woob, Hardwareman,
with a defign to have them pafs in this
kingdom.

Wherein is fhewn the power of his patent, the va-
lue of his halfpence, and how far every perfon
may be obliged to take the {fame in payments,
and how to behave himfelf in cafe fuch an
attempt fhould be made by ‘Wood, or any O-
ther perfon.

(Very proper to be kept in every family.)
By M. . DRAPIER *

Written in the Year '1724.
LETTER

% About the year 1722, when Charles Duke of Grafion was
Lord Licutenant of Ireland, one William Wood an hardwareman
znd a bankmpt, alledging the great want of copper-money in that
kingdom, procured a patent for coining 108,0c0 1. to pafs there as
current-money, ‘The Dean believing this meafure to be a vile job
from the beginning to the end, and that the chief procurers of the
patent were to be fharers in the profits which wonld arife from the
ruin of a kingdom, affumed the charafter of a Draper which for
fome reafon he chofe to write Drapier, and in the following letters
warned the people not to receive the coin which was then {ent over.

Dr. Swift having retired from the political world, and amufed hime

elf for 3 or 4 years with poetry, converfation, and trifles, (which is
perhaps the finelt teft of a thorough confummate genius, thatis
above all particular fyftems and hypocritical presences to philofophy),

Vor, L1, Ee being
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To the Tradefmen, Shopkeepers, Farmers,
and Country-people in general of the king-
dom of Ireland.

Bretkren, Friends, Countrymen, and Fellow-fuljefs,

| 7HAT I intend now to fay to you, is, rext
to your duty to God and the care of your
falvation,

being alarmed in 1724 with frefh matter of indignation to refume his
pen, boldly withftoad the whole force of an infamous proje&or, en-
couraged and fupported in his villany by thofe who were underffocd to
be the chief directors in-all public affairs. Fhe project of this impu-
dent fellow was, by virtue of a pitent which he had frauculently ob-
tained by the intereft of the then favourite Chryfeis, to coin half-
pence for Freland at about eleven parts in twelve under the real
Ine, and force their curréney in that kingdem; which, notwith=-
flanding bis patent, fuppofing that he had made his halfpence e-
ver fo good, no man living was obliged, or, byvirtue of the pre-
rogative of the crown, could be obligsd to receive in any payment
whatever : nothing being in truth the cu:rent coin of England or Ire-
Jand, befide gold and filver of the right fierling ffandard ; the bafer

etals being only accepted for the conveni:ncy of change, which e-
very man that pleafes may rejet wheitever he thinks proper, with-
out being arfaid toincur any penalty from the law, his whole
matter the Doctor laid open in a ihort treatife, the Drapier’s firlt
letter.

The judicious reader cannot but obferve, that in this letrer the
author hath adapted his fiile, his phrafes, his humour, and his ad-
drefsin a very wonderful manner to the taite and apprehenfion of the
populace. Neithier indeed isthe title-page wholly void of that cap-
tivating rhetoric which is admired by the common pesple ; for it
concludes like that of the whole duty of man, Fery proper to be kepr in
every faniily. Swift,

3.

* The firt five of theDrapier'sletters were publithed in pamphlets
at different times, The fixth and feventh were firft publithed in 1735,
in the 4th volume of the Dublin cditicn of Dr, Swift's works,

he-.
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falvation, of the greateft concern to yourfelves and
your children; your éread and coathing, and every
common neceflary of life entirely depend upon it.
Therefore I do moft earneftly exhort you as men,
as Chriftians, as parents, and as lovers of your coun=
try, to read this paper with the utmoft attention,
or get it read to you by others; which that you
may do at thelefs expenie, I have ordered the prin-
ter to fell it at the loweft rate,

The fixth and feventh of ti.e Drapier’s letters were procured from

a friend of the author's in the original manufcript, as we are aflur-
ed, and have good reafon to helicve @ thofe who are better judges,
awill foon determine whether they are genuine or not. It is the opi-
mion of feveral wife men, that the Drapier's Jetters, and the other
writings relating to our poer country [Ircland], may be very ufeful
to pofierity, by warning them for the future o oppofe the fame, or
the like evil difigns, however plaufible they may at firft appear to
unthinking people ; or however artfully they may be reprefented (like
this deftinélive project of William Wood) by thofe who arc to
divide the {poil with that impoftor; or, laftly, by proftitute flatterers
who are fure to find their privateaccount in the ruin of the kingdom ;
which ruin would have certainly folluwed, if the author, whoever he
was, had not publifhed his letters in the moft proper junéture, and fit-
ted to all forts of readers; whereby in two or three months he turned
the whole nation, almoft to 2 man, 2gainft that iniquitous fcheme. —
Tke letter to the Lord Chancellor Middleton is written with much
caution, becaufe the author confeffes himfelf to be Dean of St, Pa-
trick’s ; and I could difcover his name f{ubfcribed at the end of the
original, although blotted out by fome other hand. I can give no o-
ther reafon why it was not printed, than what I have heard ; thatthe
writer finding how effeétually the Drapier had fucceeded, and at the
fame time how highly the people in power feemed to be difpleafed,
thought it more prudent to keep the paper in his cabinet. There
is but 2 fmall part of the addres to bath houfes of parliament that re-
Jateth te Wocd and his coin. The reft contains feveral propofals for
the improvement of Ireland, the many difcouragements it lics under
and what are the beft remedies againft them. By many patlages
jn the other letters, bur particularly in the addrefs, concerning the
great drain of money from Ireland, by abfentees, importation of fo-
reign goods, balance of trad=, and the like, it appears that the su-
thor had taken much pains, and been well informed in the bufinefs
of computing; all his reafunings upon that fubject, although he does
not defcend ta particular {fums, agreeing generally with the accounts
given by others, who have fince made thatinqury their particuiar
fludy. And it is obfervable, that in the addrefs, as well as in one
of the other letters, he hath fpecified feveral impuriant articles, that
have not been taken notice of by others who came after him, Dul.

edit,
Eile'a 1 (;
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It is a great fault ameng you, that, when a per
fon writes with no other intention than o do you
goody you will not be at the pains to read bis advices.
One copy of this paper may ferve a dozen of you,
which will be lefs than a farthing a-piece. It is
your folly, that you have no common or general
intersft in your view, not even the wifeft among
you ; neither do you know, or inquire, or care,
who are your friends, or who are your enemies,

About four years ago a littde book was written
to advife all people to wear the manufadlures of this
our cwn dear country*. Ithad no other defign, faid
nothing againft the King or parliament, or any per-
fon whatfoever; yet the poor printer was profecut-
ed two years with the urmoft violence, and even
{fome weavers themfelves, (for whofe fake it was
written), being upon the JURY, feund him guilty.
This would be enough to difcourage any man from
endeavouring to do you good, when you will ei-
ther negleét him, or fly in his face for his pains;
and when he muft expect only danger to himfelf,
and to be fined and imprifoned, perhaps to his
ruin. ; :

However, I cannot but warn you once more of
the manifeft deftruction before your eyes, if you
do not behave yourfelves as you ought.

I will therefore firft tell you the plain ffory of the
faét: and then I will lay before you how you ought
to act, in common prudence, according to the laws
of your country.

The faé? is this : It having been many years fince
COPPER HALFPENCE OR FARTHINGS were laft
coined in this kingdom, they have been for fome
dme very {carce, and many counterfeits pafled
about under the name of raps: feveral applications.
wefe made to England, that we might have liberty
to coin new ones, as in former times we did; bur

* A propofal for the ufe of Irifh manufsctares,
they
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they did not fucceed. At laft one Mr. WooD, @
mean ordinary man, @ hardware dealer, procured a
patent under his Majefiy’s broad feal to coin
108,000 1. in copper for this kingdsm ; which pa-
tent, however, did not oblige any one here 1o take
them, unlefs they pleafed. Now, you muft know,
that the halfpence and farthings in England pafs for
very little more than they are worth : and, if you
{hould beat them to pieces, and fell them to the
brazier, youwould not lofe much above a penny in
a fhilling. But Mr. Wood made his halfpence of
fuch bafe metal, and fo much fmaller than the En-
glith ones, that the brazierjwould hardly give you
above a penny of good money for a_fbilling of his;
{o that this fum of 108,0001. in good gold and fil-
ver muft be given for fra/b, that will not be worth
above eight or nine thoufand pounds real value. But
this is not the worft; for Mr. Wood, when he
pleafes, may by {tealth fend over another 108,0001.
and buy all our goods for eleven parts in twelve under
the value. For example, if a patter {ells a dozen
of “hats for five fbillings a-picce, which amounts to
three pounds, and receives the payment in Wood’s
coin, he really reccives only the value of jfive fbil-
lings.

Perhaps, you will wonder how f{uch an ordinary

feliow, as this Mr. Wood, could have fo much in-

tereft as to get his Majefty’s broad fzal for fo great
a fum of bad money to be fent to this poor country ;
and that all the nobility and gentry here could not
obtain the fame favour, and let us make our own
balfpence, as weufed to do. Now, I will malke that
matter very plain : We are at a great diftance from
the King’s court, and have no body there to {olicit
for us, although a great namber of lbrds and
Yquires, whoie eftates are here, and are our coun-
trymen, fpend all their lives and fertunes there :
but this {ame Mr. Wood was able to attend con-
ftantly for his own intereft ; he is an Epglithman,

and
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and had great friends, and it feems knew very well
where to give money to thofe that would fpeak to
others, - that could fpeak to the King, and would
tell a fair flory, And his Majifly, and perhaps the
great lord or lords who advifed him, might think
it was for our couutry’s good 5 and fo as the lawyers
exprefs it, the Aing was deceived in this grant,
which often happens in all reigns. And Iam fure
if kis Mijf’y knew that fuch a patent, if it thould
take effet according to the defire of Mr. Wood,
would utterly ruin this kingdom, which hath given
fuch great proofs of its lzpalty, he would immediate-
ly recallit, and perhaps thew his difpleafure to fome
bady or other : but a word to the wife is engugh, Moft
of you muft have heard with what anger our As-
nourable houfe of Commons received an account of
this Wood’s patent. There were feveral fine fpeech-
es made upon it, and plain proofs, that it was all a
wicked cheat from the bottam to the fop ;3 and feveral
fmart votes were printed, which that fame Wood
had the affurance to anfwer likewife in print, and
in fo confident a way, as if he were a better man
than our whole parliament put together.

This Wood, as foon as his patent was pafled, or
foon after, fends over a great many barrels of thofe
halfpence to Cork, and other fea-port fowins, and
to get them off offtred an Aundred pounds in his
coin for frwenty or eighty in filver : but the colleélors
of the King's cuftoms very honeftly refufed to take
them, and fo did almoft every body elfe. And fince
the parliament hath condemned them, and defired
the King that they might be ftopped, all the king-
dom do abominate them.

But Wood is ftill werking underhand to force his
kalfpence upon ws; and if he can, by the help of
his friends in England, prevail fo far as to get an
order, that the commiffioners and colleétors of the
King’s money fhall receive them, and that the ar-
72y is to be paid with them, then he thinks Ais work

thall
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fhall be done. And this is the difficulty you will
be under in fuch a cafe: for the common foldier,
when he goes to the marke, or alehoufe, will offer
| this money ; and, if it be refufed, perhaps he will |
| wagger and heélor, and threaten to beat the butcher; il
! or alewife, or take the goods by force, and throw -
| them the bad kalfpence. In this, and the like cafes,
| the fbopkeeper, or wittualler, or any other tradef-
: man, has no more to do, than to demand ten times
| the price of his goods, ifitis to be paid in Wood's
' money : for example, twenty pence of that money
for a quart of ale, and fo inall things elfe, and noe
part with his goods till he gets the money. {
For fuppole you go to an alehonfe with that bafe :
money, and the landlord gives you a quart for four
of thofe halfpence, what muft the vitrnaller do ? his
brewer will not be paid in that coin, or if the brewer
fhould be fuch a fool, the farmers will not take it
from them for their bere *, becaafe they are bound
by their leafes, to pay their rents in good and law-
ful money of England, which this is not, nor of
Ireland neither, and the *fguire, their landlord, will
never be fo bewitched to take fuch trafb for his
land ; fo that it muft certainly ftop fomewhere or
other, and where-ever it ftops, it is the fame thing,
and we are all undomne.
The common weight of thofe halfpence is between
four and five to an ounce ; fuppofe five, then three
thillings and fourpence will weigh a pound, and
confequently twenty fhillings will weigh fix pounds
butter weight. Now, there are many hundred fm'—
mers, who pay two hundred pounds a-year rent;
therefore when one of thefe farmers comes with his
half-year’s rent, which is one hundred pounds, it
will be at leaft fix hundred pound weight, which is
three horfes load.

* A fort of barley in Freland,

If
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If a ’fyuire has a mind to come to town to buy
cloaths, and wine, and fpices for himfclf and fa-
mily, or perhaps to pafs the winter here, he muft
bring with him five or fix horfes loaden with Jacks,
as the farmers bring their corn ; and when his lady
comes in her coach to our thops, it muit be follow-
ed by a car loaded with Mr. Wood’s money. And
I hope we thall have the grace to take it for no more
than it is worth.

They fay ’Squire Conolly thath fixteen thoufand
pounds a-year; now, if he fends for his renf to
town, as it islikely he doth, he muft have two hun-
dred and fifty Aor/es to bring up his half-year’s rent,
and two or three great ccllars in his houfe for
ftowage. But what the bankers will do, I cannct
tell: for I am aflured, that fome great bankers keep
by them forty thoufand pounds ready cafh to an-
fiver all payments : which fum, in Mr. Wood’s
money, would require twelve hundred horfes to
carry it.

For my own part, I am already refolved what to
do : I have a pretty good fhop of Irifh ftufis and
filks, and, inftead of taking Mr. Wood’s bad cop-
per, I intend to truck with my -neighbours the
butchers, and bakers, and brewers, and the reft,
goods for goeds; and the little go/d and filver I have,
I will keep by me, like my heart’s blood, till better
times, or until I am juft ready to ftarve, and then
I will buy Mr. Wood’s money, as my father did the
brafs-money in King James’s time, who would buy
zen pounds of it with a guinea; and I hope to get
as much for a piffele, and fo purchafe bread from
thofe who will be fuch fools as to {ell it me.

Thefe halfpence, if they once pafs, will foon be
counterfeited, becaufe it may be cheaply done, the
SHuff is fo bafe. The Dutch likewife will probably
do the fame thing, and fend them over to us te

+ Then Speaker of the Hou'e of Commons.

By
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pay for our gsads ; and Mr, Woed will never be at
reft, but coin on ; fo that in fome years we fhall
have at leaft five times 108,0001. of this lumber.
Now, the current money of this kingdom is not
reckoned to be above four hundred thoufand
pounds in all; and while there is a filver fixpence
left, thefe blsodfuckers will never be quiet.

When once the kingdom is reduced to fuch a
condition, I will tell you what muft be the end: the
gentlemen of ¢flates will all turn off their fenants for
want of payments; becaufe, as I told you before,
the tenants are obliged by their leafes to pay Ster-
ling, which is lawful current money of England :
then they will turn their own farmers, as too many
of them do already ; run all into theep, where they
can, keeping only fuch other catde as are mecefla-
ry; then they will be their own merchants, and fend
their wsol, and butter, and hides, and linen, beyond
fea for ready money, and wine, and fpices, and filks:
They will keep only a few miferable corzagers; the
farmers muft rob, or beg, or leave their country ;
the fhopkecpers in this and every other town muft
break and ffarwe; for itis the landed man that main-
tains the merchant, and fbophkecper, and handicraft/-
man. .

But when the ’fguire turns farmer and merchant
himfelf, all the good money he gets from abroad,
he will hoard up to fend for England, and keep
fome poor tailor or weaver and the like in his own
houfe; who will be glad to get bread at any rate.

I thould never have done, if I were to tell you
all the miferies that we fhall undergo, if we be fo
Jeolifb and wicked as to take this curfed coin. It
would be very hard, if all Ireland fhould be put
into one fcale, and this forrow fellow Wood into the
other; that Mr. Wood fhould weigh down this
awhale kingdom, by which England gets above a mil-
lion of good money every year clear into their poc-

YoL. 1T, Ff Eets;
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kets; and that is more than the Englith do by a//
the world befides,

But your great comfort is, that as his Majefty’s
patent doth not oblige you to take this money, fo
1 the /aws have not given the crown a power of for-
{ cing the fubject to take what money the King pléa-
‘ fes; for then, by the fame reafon, we might be
bound to take pebhle-ffones, or cockle-fbells, or flamp-
ed leather, for current coin, if ever we thould hap-
pen to live under an ill prince, who might likewife,
by the fame power, make a guinea pafs for ten
pounds, a fbilling for twenty fbillings, and {o on ; by
which he would, ina fhort time, get all the filver
and gold of the kingdom into his own hands, and
leave us nothing but &rafs or leather, or what he
pleafed. Neither is any thing reckoned more cruel
and oppreffive in the French government, than their
common practice of calling in all their money, af-
ter they have funk it very low, and then coining it
ancw at a much higher value ; which, however, is
not the thoufandth part fo wickeg as this abominable
project of Mr, Wood, Tor the French give their
fubjets fiiver for filver, and gold for gold; but this
fellow will not fo mnch as give us good érafs or cop-
per for our gold and filver, nor even a twelfth part

of their worth, '

Having faid thus much, I will now go on to tell
you the judgement of fome great lawyers in this
matter ; whom I fee’d on purpofe for your fakes,
| and got their spinions under their hands, that Imight
‘ ol be fure I went upon good grounds.
|
H

“ A famous law-beck, called the Mirrour of juf-
e tice, difcourfing of the charters (or laws) or-
' i‘i ¢ dained by our ancient kizgs, declares the law to
LR  be as follows. It was ordained, That no king
i ¢ of this realm fhould change or impair the money,
ol { i ¢ or make any other money than of gold or fitver,
|

(19

i <

At ¢ without the afient of all the counties ; that is, as
il ¢ 13 m_}‘
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¢ my Lord Coke * fays, without the affent of parlia-
¢ ment.”

This book is very ancient, and of great authori-
ty for the time in which it was written, and with
that character is often quoted by that great lawyer
my Lord Coke . By the laws of England feveral
metals are divided into lewful or true metal,
and wnlawful or falle metal; the former compre-
hends filver or gold, the later all bafer metals. That
the former is only to pafs in payments, appears by
an a& of parliament I made the twentieth year of
Edward the Firft, called, The flatute concerning the
paffing of pence; which I give you here as I got it
tranilated into Englith ; for fome of our laws at
that time were, as 1 am told, written in Latin:
¢ Whoever in buying or felling prefumes to refufe
¢ an halfpenny or farthing of lawful money, bear-
“ ing the ftamp which it ought to have, let him be
< {ecized on as a contemner of the King's Majefty,
¢ and caft into pzifon.”

By this flatutepno perfon is to be reckoned a
contemner of the King's Majefty, and for that crime
to be committed #o prifen, but he who refufeth to
accept the King’s coin made of lawful metul; bY
which, asI obferved before, fibver and gald only
are intended.

That this is the true conftruction of the act, ap-
pears not only fiom the plain meaning of the words,
but from my Lord Coke’s || obfervation upon it,
By this at (fays he) it appears, that no fubjeét can
be forced to take in duying, ox felling, or other
payment, any money made but cf lwful metal;
that is, of fiver or gold.

The law of England gives the King all mines of
gold and fitver ; but not the mines of cther metals;

* 3 Inf. 576, 1
1+ 2 Inft, 576, 7.
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the reafon of which preregative or pewer, as itis
given by my Lord Coke ¥, is becaufe money can
be made of go/d and filver, but not of other we-
tals.

Purfuant to this opinion, halfpence and farthings
were anciently made of fifver, which is evident
from the aé& of parliament of Henry the Fourth,
chap. 4. whereby it is enacted as follows : “¢ Irem,
¢ for the great {carcity that is at prefent within the
¢ realm of England of halfpence and farthings of
¢ filver, it is ordained and eftablifhed, that the
¢ third part of all the money of filver-plate which
«¢ fhall be brought to the bulion, {hall be made in-
“ to halfpence and farthings.,” 'This thews, that by
the words halfpenny ond farthings of lawful money
in that fatute concerning the paffing of pence, is
meant a {mali cein in balfpence and farthings of fil-
ver.

This 1s further manifeft from the ftatute of the
ninth year of Edward the Third, chap. 3. which
enalts,  That no Sterling balfpenny or farthing be
‘ molten for to make veflcls, or any other thing by
‘¢ the goldfiniths, nor others, upon the forfeiture
 of the money {o molten (or melted).”

By another actin this king’s reign, black moncy
was not to be current in England. And by an a&

,made in the eleventh year of his reion, chap. ;.
galley-halfpence were not to pafs : what kind of coin
thefe were, I do not know; but I prefume they
were made of lbafe metal, And thefe aéts were no
new laws, but further declarations of the old Jzws
xelating to the coin.

Thus the /2w ftands in relation to csin. Nor is
there any example to the contrary, except one in
Davis’s reports, who tells us, that, in the time of
Tyrone’s rebellion, Queen Elifabeth ordered money
of mixed metal to be coined in the Tower of Lon-

* 2z Ioft, 577,
' don,
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don, and {ent over hither for the payment of the
army, obliging all people to receive it ; and com-
manding that all filver money fhould be taken only
as bullion ; that is, for as much as it weighed, Davis
tells us feveral particulars in this matter, too long
here to trouble you with, and thatthe privy counci!
of this kingdom obliged a merchant in Epgland to
veceive this mixed maney for goods wanfmirted hi-
ther.

But this proceeding is rejeéted by all the beft
lawyers, as contrary to law, the privy counci! here
having no fuch legal power. And, befides, it is to
be confidered, that the QUEEN -was then under
culties by a rebellion in this kingdom aflifted
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great diffh
from Spain ; and whatever is done in great exigen-
cies and dangerous times, fhould never be an ex-
ample to proceed by in feafons of peace and quiet-
nefs.

1 will now, my dear friends, to fave you the
trouble, fet before you in fhort, what the law
obliges you to do, and what it does not oblige you
to.

Firft, you are obliged to take all money in pay-
ments which is coined by the King, and is of the
Englith {ftandard or weight, provided it be of gold
or filver.

Secondly, You are not obliged to take any mo-
ney which is not of gold or Jilver ; not only the
halfpence or farthings of England, but of any
other country. And it is merly for convenience,
or cafe, that you are content to take them ; be-
caufe the cuftom of coining filver halfpence and far-
things hath long been left off; T fuppofe on account
of their being fubjeét to be loft.

Thirdly, Much lefs are we obliged to take thofe
vile halfpence of that fame Wood, by which you
muft lofe almoft eleven pence in every thilling.

Therefore, my friends, ftand to it one and all :
refufe this filthy wath, Icis no treaion te rebel a
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gainft Mr. Wood. His Majeffy, in his patent, ob-
liges no body to take thefe halfpence: our gracious
prince hath no fuch ill advifers about him; or, if
he had, yet you fee, the laws have not leftit in the
Kinz's power to force us to take any coin but what
is lawtul, of right ftandard, gold and fiver.
"Therefore you have nothing to fear,

And let me, in the next place, apply myfelf par-
ticularly to you, who are the poorer fort of trade/-
mzen, Perhaps you may think, you will not be {o
great lofers as the rich, if thele balfpence {hould
pafs ; becaufe you feldom fee any filver, and your
cuftomers come to your fhops or ftalls with nothing
but brafs, which you likewife find hard 1o be got.
But you may take my word, whenever this money
gains footing among you, you will be utterly un-
done. If you carry thefe halfpence to a {hop for
tobacco, or brandy, or any other thing that you
want; the fhopkeeper will advance his goods ac-
cordingly, or elfe he muft break, and leave zhe key
under the dsor.  ““ Do you think I will {ell you a
¢ yard of tenpenny ftuff for zwentyof Mr. Wood’s
 haifpence ? No, not under two bundred at leaft
¢ neither will I be at the trouble of counting, but
“ weigh them in a lump.” I will tell you one
thing further, rhat if Mr. Wood’s project fhould
take, it would ruin even our beggars; for when I
give a begar a halfpenny, it will quench his thirft,
or go a good way to hll his belly ; but the twelfth
part of a halfpenny will do him no'more fervice,
than if T fhould give him threc pins out of my
leeve.

In ihort thefe halfpence are like the accurfed
thing, which, as the feripture tells us, the children
of Ifrael were forbidden to touch. They will run
about ¢ like the plague, and deftroy every one who
*¢ Iays his hands upon them.” I have heard [cho-
lars talk of a man who told the King, that he had
invented a way to torment people, by putting them

mnto
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into a bul! of brafs with fire under it : but the prince

put the projecior firlt into his brazen bull to make
the experiment, This very much refembles the
projeét of Mr. Wood ; and the like of this may
pofli -ly be Mr, Wood’s fate ; that the brafi he con-
trived to torment this kingdom with, may prove his
own torment, and his defirution at laft.

N. B. The author of this paper is informed by
perfons who have made it their bufinefs to be exadt
in their obfervations on the true value of thefe half-
pence, that any p:r}bn »muy_cxpc& to geta quart ot
twopenny ale for thirty-fix of them.

I defire that all families may keep this paper care-
fully by them to rcfrefh their memorics, whenever
they fhall have farther notice of Mr. Wood’s half-
pence, or any other the like impofture *.

# At the found of the Drapier’s trumpet, a fpirit ofe among the
people, tnar, in the eaffern phrafe, was lile unts a tempeft in the day
of the swbirlzvind. Every perfon of every rank, party, and denomi-
nation, was convinced, that the admiffion of Wood's copper muft
prove fatal to the commonv h.
the Whig, all lifted the: es voluntiers u

The Papift, the Fanatic, theTory,

or the banner of M, E.
the common caule.
a‘minifiration, were

Drapier, dnd were all eq ally zealous to ferv

Much beat, and many fiery {peeches againlt ©
the confequence of this union : nor had the flams been allayed;
notwithftanding threat i p mativ.is, had not the coin been to-
tally fuppreflec Wood w wn his patent, Okrery,
See the note at tueiknd of leteer 3.
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A LETTER to Mr. Harpinc the printer,
upon occafion of a paragraph in his news-
paper of Auguft 1. 1724, relating to Mr.
Woobn’s Halfpence.

N your news-letter of the 1ft inftant there is 4
A p:{mgr;lpii, dated from London, July 2j. res
lating to Wood’s halfpence ; whereby it is plain,
what I foretold in my letter fo the fhopkeepers, &c.
that this vile fellow would never be at reft ; and
that the danger of our ruin approaches nearer;
and therefore the kingdom requires new and frefb
warning, However, I take this paragraph to be,
in a great meafure, an impofition upon the public;
at lecaft I hope fo, becaufe 1 am informed that
"Wood is generally his own news-writer, I cannot
but obferve from that paragraph, that this public
enemy of ours, not fatisfied to ruin us with his
trafh, takes every occafion to treat this kingdom
with the utmoft contempt. He reprefents * feve-
‘¢ ral of our merchants and traders upon examina-
¢“ tion before a committee of council, agreeing;
that there was the utmoft neceflity of copper-
money here, before his patent ; {fo that feveral
gentlemen have been forced to tally with their
workmen, and give them bits of cards fealed
and fubferibed with their names.” What then? Ifa
phyfician preferibe to a patient a dram of phyfic, fhall
a rafcal apothecary cram him with a pound, and mix
it up with poifon 2 and is not a landlord’s hand and
feal to his own labourers a better {ecurity for five
or ten {hillings, than Wood’s brafs, ten times be-
; low
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fow the real value, can be to the kingdom for an
; hundred and eight thoufand pounds ?
| But who are thefe merchents and traders of Ireland
: that made this report of * the utmoft neceffity we |
E « gre under for copper-money ” They are only a fih 84
t few betrayers of their country, confederates with e
| Wood, from whom they are to purchafe a great i
| quantity of his coin, perhaps at half the price that
we cre to take it, and vend it among us, to the
} ruin of the public, and their own private advan-
| tages. Are not thefe excellent witnefles, upon
I whofe integrity the fate of the kingdom muft de- I e
pend, evidences in their own caufe, and fharers in
this work of iniquity ?
If we could have deferved the liberty of coining
for ourfelves, aswe formerly did, and why we have
! it not, is every body’s wonder as well as mine, ten
E thoufand pounds might have been coined here' in
i
4
i

Dublin of only one fifth below the intrinfic value,

and this fum, with the ftock of halfpence we then

had, would have been fufficient; but Wood, by his

emiffaries, enemies to Gop and this kingdom, hath.

taken care to buy up as many of our old halfpence

as he could ; and from thence the prefent want of

change arifes ; to remove which, by Mr. Wood’s

remedy, would be to cure a fcratch on the finger

by cutting off the arm.  But {uppofing there were

not one farthing of change in the whole nation, I

will maintain, that five and twenty thoufand pounds

would be a fum fully fufficient to anfwer all our oc- :

cafions. I am no inconfiderable fhopkeeper in this '

town ; I have difcourfed with {everal of my own,

and other trades, with many gentiemcn both of

city and couniry, and alfo with great numbers of b

farmers, cottagers, and labcurers, who all agree, q

] that two {billings in change for every family would

be more than neceffary in all dealings. Now, by

the largeft computation (even before that gricvous
Vor. IIl. Gg dif-
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difcouragement of agriculture *, which hath fo
much leffened our numbers) the fouls in this king-
dom are compured to be cne million and ahalf :
which, allowing {ix to a family, makes two hundred
and fifty thoufand familics, and confequently two
thillings to each family will amount cnly to five
and twenty thoufand pounds ; whereas this honeft,
liberal, hardwareman, Wood, would impofe upon
us above four times that fum.

Your paragraph relates further, that Sir Ifaac
Newton reported an affay taken at the Tower of
Wood’s metal ; by which it appears, that Wood
had in all refpects performed his contraél, His con-
tract! with whom? was it with the parliament or
people of Ireland ? are not they to be the pur-
chafers?  but they deteft, abhor, and rejeét it as
corrupt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt and trafh,
Upon which he grows angry, goes to law, and will
impofe his goods upon us by force,

But your news-letter fays, that an affay was made
of the coin. How impudent and infupportable is
this! Wood takes care to coin a dozen or two
halfpence of good metal, fends them to the Tower,
and they are approved, and thefe muft anfwer all
that he hath already coined, or fhall coin for the
future. It is true indeed, that a -gentleman often
fends to my fhop for a pattern of ftuff; I curit
fairly off, and, if he likes it, he comes, or fends,
and compares the patzern with the whole piece, and
probably we come to a bargain. But if I were to
buy an hundred fheep, and the grazier thould bring
me one fingle wether, fat and well fleeced, by way
of pattern, and expeét the {fame price round for the
whole hundred, without fuffering me to fee them
before he was paid, or giving me good {ecurity to
reltore my money for what were /lean, or jhorn, or
Jeabby, I would be none of his cuftomer. I have

* Perhape the prohibitisn from ploughing,

" heard




I S ——————

A

TR I TR R 1 235

heard of 2 man who had amind to fell his houfe,
and therefore carried a piece of brick in his pocket,
which he fhewed as a paftern to encourage pur-
chafers 3 and this is direétly the cale in point with
Mr. Wood’s affay.

The next part of the paragraph contains Mr.
Wood’s voluntary propofals for preventing any fur-
ter objections or apprehenfions.

His firft propofal is, That whereas he hath
¢ already coined {eventzen thoufand pounds, and
¢ has copper prepared to make it up forty thou-
¢ {and pounds, he will be content to coin NO MOre,
¢ unlefs the EXIGENCIES OF TRADE REQUIRE
« 7, although his patentimpowers him to coin
¢ g far greater quantity.”

To which if I were to anfwer, it fhould be thus :
Let Mr. Wood and his crew of founders and tink-
ers coin on, till there is not an old kettle left in the
kingdom ; lec them coin old leather, tobacco-pipe-
clay, or the dirt in the ftreet, and call their trum-
pery by what name they pleafe, from a guinea toa
farthing ; we are not under any concern to know
how he and his tribe of accomplices think fit to
employ themfelves. But 1 hope, and truft, that
we are all to a man fully determined to have no-
thing to do with him or his ware.

The King has given him a patent to coin halt-
pence, but hath not obliged us to take them ; and
1 have already thewn in my ltter to the fhopheepers,
éc. that the law hath not left left it in the power
of the prerogative to compel the fubjett to take any
money, befides gold and filver of the right fterling
and ftandard.

Wood further propofes, (if I underftand him
right, for his expreflions are dubious), that « he
¢ will not coin above forty thoufand pounds, un-
« Jefs the exigencies of trade require it.” Firft, I
obferve that this fum of forty thafand pounds is al-
moftdouble to what I proved to be fufficient forthe
Gga2 whole
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whole kingdom, although we had not one of our
old half-pence left, Again, I afk, who is to be
Judge when the ¢ exigencies of trade require it #*?
Without doubt he means Aimelf; for as to
us of this poor kingdom, who muft be ur-
terly ruined if this projeét fhould fucceed, we
were never, once  confulted till the matter was
over, and he will judge of our exigencies by
his own; neither will thefe be ever at an end,
till he and his accomplices thall think they have
enough: And it now appears that he will not be
content with all our gold and filver, bur intends
to buy up our goods and manufadtures with the
fame coin.

I fhall not enter into examination of the prices
for which he now propofes to fell his halfpence,
or what he calls his copper, by the pound ; I have
faid enough of itin my former letter, and it hath
likewife been confidered by others. Itis certain,
that by his own firft compurtation we were to pay
three fhillings for what was intrinfically worth but
one, altho’ it had been of the true weight and ftand-
ard for which he pretended to have contracted !
but there is fo great a difference both in weight and
badnefs in {everal of his coins, that fome of them
have been nine in ten below the intrinfic value, and
moft of them fix or feven,

His laft propofal being of a peculiar firain and
nature, deferves to be very particularly confidered,
both on account of the matter and the fivle, It is
as follows. "

¢ Laftly, In confideration of the direful appre-
¢ henfions which prevail in Ireland, that Mr.
““ Wood will by fuch coinage drain them of their
¢ gold and filver; he propofes to take their manu-
¢ faltures in exchange, and that no perfon be ob-
“ liged to receive more than five pence halfpenny
¢ at one payment.”

Firft,
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Firft, Obferve this little impudent hardwareman
turning into ridicule the direful apprebenfions of a
whole kingdom, priding himfelf as the caufe of them,
and daring to prefcribe (what no king of England
ever attempted) how far a whole nation fhall be
obliged to take his brafs coin. And he has reafon
to infult: for fure there never was an example in
hiftory of a great kingdom kept in awe for above a
year, in daily dread of utter deftruction, not by a
powerful invader at the head of twenty thoufand
men, not by a plague or a famine, not by a tyran-
nical prince (for we never had one more gracious)
or a corrupt adminiftration, but by one fingle, di-
minutive, infignificant mechanic.

But to go on: “To remove our direful apprehen-
fionsy that ke will drain us of our gold and filver by
his coinage, this little arbitrary mock-monarch moft
gracioufly offers to take gur manufactures in exchange.
Are our Irifh underftandings indeed fo low in his
opinion ? Is not this the very mifery we complain
of, that his curfed projeét will put us under the ne-
ceffity of felling our goods for what is equal to no-
thing? How would fuch a propofal found from
France or Spain, or any other country with which
we traffic, it they thould offer to deal with us only
upon this condition, that we thould take their mo-
ney at ten times higher than the intrinfic value ?
Does Mr. Wood thisk, for inftance, that we will
fell him a ftone of wool for a parcel of his count-
ers not worth fixpence, when we can fend it to Eng-
land, and receive as many fhillings in go/d and /il
wer ? Surely there was never heard fuch a com-
pound of impudence, villainy, and folly.

His propofals conclude with perfect high-treafon.
He promifcs, that no perfsn fball be obliged toreceive
more than five pence halfpenny of his coin in one pay-
ment. By which it is plain, that he pretends to ob-
lige every fubject in this kingdom to take fo much
in every payment, if it be offered; whereas his

patent
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patent obliges no man, nor can the prerogative by
law claim fuch a power, asl have often obferved;
fo that here Mr, Woed takes upon him the entire
legiflature, and an abfolute dominion ovér the pro-
pertics of the whole nation.

Good God! who are are this wretch’s advifers 2
who ave his fupporters, abettors, encouragers, or

Sharers ? Mr. Wood will oblige me to take five pence

halfpenny of his brafs in every payment. And [
will thoot Mr. Wood and his deputies through the
head like highwaymen or houfe-breakers, if they dare
to force one farthing of their coin on me in the
payment of an hundred pounds. Itis no lofs of
henour to fubmir to the Zen 3 but who, with the fi-
gure of a man, can think with patience of being
devoured alive by a raz? He has laid a tax upon
the people of Ireland of feventeen fhillings at leaft
in the pound : a tax, Ifay, not only upon lands,
but intereft-money, goods, manufactures, the hire
of handicraftfmen, labourers, and {fervants. Shop-
keepers, look to yourfelves | Wood will oblige and
force you to take five pence halfpenny of his trath
in every payment; and many of you receive twen-
ty, thirty, forty payments in one day, or elfe you
can hardly find bread : and pray confider how much
that will amount to in a year; twenty times five
pence halfpenny is nine fhillings and two pence,
which is above a hundred and fixty pounds a-year,
wherein you will be lofers of at leaft one hundred
and forty pounds by taking your payments in his
money. If any of you be content to deal with Mr.
Wood on fuch conditions, they may ; but for my
own particular, [o? bis money perifb with him. 1f
the famous Mr. Hambden rather chofe to go to
prifon, than pay a few fhillings to King Charles I.
without authority of parliament; I will rather
chufe to be banged than have all my, {ubftance tax-
ed at feventeen fhillings in the pound at the arbi-
rravy will and pleafure of the vencrable My. Wood.

‘ The
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The paragraph concludes thus : N, B. (zhat is
“ t9 fay, nota bene, or mark weil). No evidence ap-
¢ peared from Ireland, or elfewhere, to prove the
 mifchiefs complained of, or any abufes whatfoe-
¢« ver committed in the execution of the faid
€ grant.”

The impudence of this remark exceeds all that
went before. Firft, the houfe of Commons in Ire-
land, which reprefents the whoie people of the
kingdom ; and fecondly, the privy council addrefl-
ed his Majefty againft thefe halfpence : what could
be done more to exprefs the univerfal fenfe of the
nation ? If his copper were diamonds, and the
kingdom were entirely againft it, would not that be
fufficient to reject it # Muft a committee of the
whole Houfe of Commons, and our whole privy-
council, go over to argue pro and con with Mr.
Wood ? To what end did the King give his patent
for coining halfpence in Ireland ? Was it not, be-
caufe it was reprefented to his Sacred Majefty, that
fuch a coinage would be of advantage to the good
of this kingdom, and of all his fubjeéts here ? It is
to the patentee’s peril, if his reprefentation be
falfe, and the execution of his patent be fraudulent
and corrupt. Is he fo wicked and foolith to think,
that this patent was given him to ruin a million and
a half of people, that he might be a gainer of three
or four fcore thoufand pounds to himfelf ? Before he
was at the charge of paffing a patent, much more of
raking up fo much filthy drofs, and ftamping it with
his Majefty’s image and fuperfeription, fhould he not
firft in common fenfe, in common equity, and
common manners, have confulted the principal
party concerned ; that is to fay, the people of the
kingdom, the Houfe of Lords, or Commons, or
the privy-council ? If any foreigner fhould atk us,
whofe image and fubfeription there is on Wood’s
coin? we fhould be athamed to tell him, it was
Cwfar’s. In that great want of copper halfpence,

which
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which he alledges we were, our city fet up our Cee-
far’s * ftatue in excellent copper, at an expenfe that
is equal in value to thirty thoufand pound of his
coin; and we will not reccive his image in worle
metal,

I obferve many of our people putting a2 melan-
cholly cafe on this fubject. It is true, fay they, we
are all undone if Wood’s halfpence muft pafs:
but what fhall we do if his Majefty puts out a pre-
clamation commanding us to take them ? This hath
been often dinned in my ears. But I defire my
countrymen to be affured that there is nothing in
it. The king never iffues out a proclamation but
to injoin what the law permits him. He will not
iffue out 2 proclamation againft /law ; or if fuch a
thing thould happen by a miftake, we are no more
obliged to obey it than to run our heads into the
fire. Befides, his Majefty will never command us
by a proclamation, what he does not offer to com-
mand us in the patent itfelf. There he leaves it to
our difcretion ; fo that our deftruétion muft be en-
tirely owing to ourfelves. Therefore let no man
be afraid of a proclamation, which will never be
granted ; and if it {hould, yet upon this occafion
will be of no force. The King’s revenues here are
near four hundred thoufand pounds a-year. Can
vou think his minifters will advife him to take them
in Wood’s brafs, which will reduce the value to fif-
ty thoufand pounds ¢ England gets a million Ster-
ling by this nation ; which, if this project goes on,
will be almoft reduced to nothing: and do you
think thofe who live in England upon Irifh cftates,
will be content to take an eighth or tenth part by
being paid in Wood'’s drofs ?

If Wood and his confederates were not convin-
ced of cur ftupidity, they never would have ai-
tempted fo audacious an enterprife. He now fees

* Anequefrian flatue of George I, at Effex-bridge, Dublin,
a
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a fpirit hath been raifed againft him, and he only
watches till it begins to flag : he goes about watah-
ing when to devour us. He hopes we thall be wea-
ry of contending with him; and at laft out of ig-
Horance or fear, or of being perfetly tired with
oppofition, we fhall be forced to yield : and there-
fore, I confefs. it is my chief endeavour to keep up
your fpirits and refentments.  If I tell you there is
a precipice under you, and that if you go forwards
you will certainly break your necks ; it I point toit
before your eyes, muft I be at the trouble of re-
peating it every morning ¢ Are our people’s hearts
waxed grofi ? ave their ears dull of hearing? and
bave they  clsfed their eyes € I fear there are fome few
vipers among us, who for ten or twenty pounds
gain would fell their fouls and their country ; al-
though at laft it fhould end in their own ruin, as
well as ours. Be not like the deaf adder, who refuf-
éth to hear the woice of the charmer, charm he never
b wifely.

Although my letter may be dire&ed to you, Mr.
Harding, yet I'intend it for all my countrymen. 1
have no inzereft in this affair, but what is common
to the public. I can live bettter than many others:
1 have fome gold and filver by me, and a {hop well
furnifhed ; and I fhall be able to make a fhift, when
many of my betters are ftarving. DBut Iam griev-
ed to fee the coldnefs and indifference of many
people, with whom I difcourfe. Some are afraid
of a proclamation : others {hrug up their thould-
ers, and cry, Whatwould you have us to do?Some
give out, there is no danger at all; others are com-
forted, that it will be a common calamity, and they
{hall fare no worfe than their neighbours. Will a
man who hears midnight-robbers at his door, get
out of bed and raife his family for a common de-
fence 5 and fhall awhole kingdom lie in a lethargy,
while Mr. Wood comes at the head of his confe-
derates to rob them of all they have, to ruinus and

Vor. Il Hhb our
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our pofterity for ever ? If a highwayman meets you
on the road, you give him your money to fave your
life; but God be thanked, Mr. Wood cannot
touch a hair of your heads. You have all the laws
of God and man on your fide; when he or his ac-
complices offer you his drofs, it is but {faying Mo,
and you are {afe, If a madman fthould come into
my fthop with a handful of dirt raked out of the
kennel, and offer it in payment for ten yards of
ftuff, I would pity or laugh at him ; or if his be-
haviour deéferved it, kick him out of my doors.
And if Mr, Wood comes to demand my gold and
filver, or commodities for which I have paid my
gold aud filver, in exchange for his trafh, can he
deferve or exped better treatment?

When the evil day is come, (if it muft come),
let us mark and obferve thofe who prefume to of-
fer thefe halfpence in payment. Let their names,
and trades, and places of abode, be made public,
that every one may be aware of them, as betrayers
of their country, and confederates with Mr. Wood.
Let them be watched at markets and fairs; and let
the firft honeft difcoverer give the word about,
that Mr. Wood’s halfpence have been offered, and
caution the poor innocent people not to receive
them,

Perhaps I have been too tedious ; but there would
never be an end, if I attempted to fay all that this
melancholy fubjet will bear, I will conclude with
humbly offering one propofal; which, if it were
put into practice, would blow up this deftructive
proje&t at once. Let fome fkilful, judicious pen
draw up an advertifement to the following purpofe.

““ Whereas one William Wood, hardwareman,
“ now or lately fojourning in the city of London,
** hath, by many mifveprefentations, procured a
* patent for coining an hundred and eight thou-
¢ fand pounds in copper halfpence for this king-
“ dom; whichis a fum five times greater than our

 occafions
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¢ occafions require : And whereas it is notorious,

that the faid Wood hath coined his halfpence of
fuch bafe metal, and falfe weight, that they are
at leaft fix parts in feven below the real value :
and whereas we have reafon to apprehend, that
the faid Wood may at any time hereafter clan-
deftinely coin as many more halfpence as he
pleafes : and whereas the faid patent neither
doth, nor can oblige his Majefty’s fubje¢ts to re-
ceive the faid halfpence in any payment, but

¢ leaves it to their voluntary choice : becaufe by

Jaw the fubjeét cannot be obliged to take any
money, except gold and Jilver : and whereas,
contrary to the letter and meaning of the faid
patent, the faid Wood hath declared, that every
perfon fhail be obliged to take five pence half-
penny of his coin in every payment : And
whereas the Houfe of Commons and privy-c ouncil
have feverally addrefled his Mot Sacred Majefty,
reprefenting the ill confequences which the faid
coinage may have upon this kingdom : And, laftly,
whereas it is univerfally agreed, that the whole
nation to 2 man {except Mr,Wood, and his confe-
derates)are inthe utmoft apprehenfion of the Tui-
nous confequences that muft follow from the faid
coinage ; therefore we, whofe names are undex-
written, being perfons of confiderable cftates in
this kingdom, and refiders therein, do unani-
moufly refolve and declare, that we will never
receive one farthing or halfpenny of the faid
‘Wood’s coining ; and that we will direét all our
tenants to refule the faid coin from any perfon
whatfoever ; of which that they may not be ig-
norant, we have fent them a copy of this adver-
tifement to be read to them by our ftewards, re-
ceivers,” &¢.

I could with, that a paper of this nature might

be drawn up, and figned by two or three hundred
principal gentlemen of this kingdom+4 and printed

hi 2 copies
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copies thereof fent to their feveral tenants. I am
deceived if any thing could fooner defeat this exe-
crable defign of Wood. This would immediately
give the alarm, and fet the kingdom on their guard ;
this would give courage to the meaneft tenant and
cottager. How ling, O Lord, righteous and true,
&ec.

I muft tell you in particular, Mr. Harding, that
vou are much to blame. Several hundred per-
fons have inquired at your houfe for my letter 1o
the fhopkeepers, &c. and you had none to fell them.
Pray keep yourfelf provided with that letter, and
with this: you have got very well by the former ;
but I did not then write for your fake, any more
than I do now. Pray advertife both in every news-
paper; and let it not be your fault or mine, if our
countrymen will not take warning. I defire you
likewife to fell them as cheap as you can.

I am your fervant,

M. E.
Aug. 4. 1724,

LET-



Some OBSERVATIONS upon a paper
called, The Report of the Committee of the
Mot Honourable the Privy Conncil of Eng-
land, relating fo Wood’s bafpence.

To the Nobility and Gentry of the kingdom of
Ireland.

Aving already written two letters to the peo-
E l ple of my own level and condition, and ha-
ving now very prefling occafion for writing a thirdy
I thought I could not more properly addrefs it than
to your Lordfbips and Wor/bips.

"The occafion is this: A printed paper was fent to
me on the 18th inftant, intitled, ‘“ A reportof the
¢« committee of the Lords of his Majeity’s Mok
¢ Honourable Privy Council in England, relating
¢ to Mr. Wood’s halfpence and farthings.” There
is no mention made where the paper was printed ;
but I fuppofe it to have been in Dublin: and I have
been told, that the copy did not come over in the
Gazette, but in the London Journal, or fome o-
ther print of no authority or confequence. And,
for any thing thatlegally appears to the contrary, it
may be a contrivance to fiight us; or a project of
fome printer, who hath a mind to make a penny
by publithing fomething upon a fubjeét which now
employs all our thoughts in this kingdom. Mr.
Wood, in publithing this paper, would infinuate
to the world, as if the committee had a greater

concern for his credit and private emeclument, than
c
Tofr
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for the honour of the privy-council, and both houfés
of parliament here, and for the quict and welfare of
this whole kingdom ; for it feems intended a vin-
dication of Mr. Wood, not without feveral fevere
reflections on the houfes of Lords and Commons of
Ireland.

The whole is indeed written with the turn and
air of a pamplet; as if it were a difpute between
William Wood, on the one part, and the lords ju/~
tices; privy-councily and bsth houfes of parliament,
on tlie other; the defign of it being to clear Wil-
liam Wood, and to charge the other fide with caft-
ing rath and groundlefs afperfions upon him,

But if it be really what the title imports, Mr.
Wodod hath treated the committee with great rude-
nefs, by publithing an aét of theirs in fo unbecoming
a manner, without their leave, and before it was
communicated to the government and privy-council
of Ireland, to whom the committee advifed that it
thould be tranfmitted: Bur, with all deference be
it fpoken, I do not conceive thata report of a coms
mittee of the councilin England ishitherto a law in
either kingdom 5 and until any point is determined
to be alaw, it remains difputable by every fubject.

This (may it pleafe your Lord/bips and Wor/fbips)
may feem a ftrange way of difcourfing in an illite
rate fhopkeeper., I have endeavoured (although
without the help of books) to improve that {mall
portion of reafon God hath been pleafed to give me;
and when reafon plainly appears before me, I can-
not turn away my head from it. Thus, for ins
ftance, if any lawyer fhould tell me that {fuch a
point were law, from which many grofs palpable
abfurdities muft follow ; I would not, I could not
believe him. If Sir Edward Coke thould pofitively
affert, (which he no where does, but the direct
contrary), thata limited prince could by preroga-
tive oblige hisfubjeéts to take halfan ounce oflead,
ftamped with his image, for twenty thillings in

gold,
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gold, .I thould fivear he was deceived, or a deceiv-
er; becaufe a power like that would leave the
whole lives and fortunes of the people entirely at
the mercy of the monarch; yet this in effect is
what Wood hath advanced in fome of his papers,
and what fufpicious people may poflibly apprehend
from fome paflages in that which is called the re-
port.

That paper mentions “ fuch perfons to have been
¢¢ examined, who were defirous and willing to be
¢ heard upon this fubject.” 1 am told they were
four in all; Coleby, B —-, Mr. Finley the banker,
and one more, whofe name I know not. The firft
of thefe was tried for robping the treafury in Ire-
land : and though has was acquitted for want of
legal proof, yet every perfon in the court believed
him to be guilty.

But, fince I have gone fo far as to mention par-
ticular perfons, it may be fome fatisfaction to know
who is this Wood himfelf, that has the honour to
have a whole kingdom at his mercy for almoft two
years together. 1 find he is in the patent intitled
Efguire, although he were underftood to be only a
hardwareman 3 and fo I have been bold to call him
in my former letters ; however, a *Squire he is, not
only by virtue of his patent, but by having been 2
collector in Shropthire ; where pretending to have
been robbed, and fuing the county, he was caft, and
for the infamy of the fact loft his employment.

I have heard another ftory of this 'Squire Wood
from a very honourable lady, that one Hamilton
told her, Hamilton was fent for fix years ago by
Sir Ifaac Newton to try the coinage of four men,
who then folicited a patent for coining halfpence
for Ireland ; their names were Wood, Coftor, El-
litton, and Parker. Parker made the faireft offer,
and Wood the worft; for his coin were three half-
pence in a pound-weight lefs value than the other.
By which it is plain, with what intentions he foli-

cited
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cited his patent; but not fo plain how he obtained
it.

It is alledged in the faid paper called the report,
that upon repeated orders from a fecretary of ftate
for fending over fuch papers and witnefes as thould
be thought proper to fupport the objections made
againft the patent, (by both houfes of parliament),
the Lord Lieutenant reprefented “¢ the great diffi-
“ culty he found himfelf in, to comply with thefe
¢« grders : that none of the principal members of
¢ both houfes who were in the King’s fervice or
s council, would take npon them to advife, how
“ any material perfon, or papers, might be fent o-
¢ ver on this occafion,” @¢. And this is often
repeated, and reprefented as ¢ a proceeding that
« {eems very extraordinary, and thatin a matter
¢ which had raifed fo great a clamour in Ireland,
“ no one perfon could be prevailed upon to come
“ gver from Ireland in fupport of the united fenfe
«« of both houfes of parliament in Ireland ; efpe-
s cially that the chief difficulty thould arife from
s a general apprehention of a mifcarriage, in an
“ inquiry before his Majefty, or in a proceeding
¢ by due courfe of law, in a cafe where both hou-
¢ {es of parliament had declared themfelves fo ful-
¢ ly convinced, and fatisfied upon evidence, and
¢ examinations taken in the moit folemn manner.”

How fhall I, a poor ignorant thopkeeper, utterly
unikilled in law, be able to anfwer {o weighty an
objeCtion? I will try what can be done by plain
reafon, unaffifted by art, cunning, or eloquence.

In my humble opinion, the committee of coun-
cil hath already prejudged the whole cafe, by call-
ing the united fenfe of both houfes of parliament in
Ireland an univerfal clamour. Here the addrefles
of the Lords and Commons of Ireland againft a
ruinous, deftruétive projeét of an obfcure, fingle
undertaker, is called a clamour. 1 defire to know
how fuch a fiyle would be refented in Englapé

from
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from a committee of council there to a parliament ;
and how many impeachments would follow upon
it ? Bur fuppoling the appellation to be proper, I
never heard of a wife minifter, who defpifed the
aniverial clamour of a people 5 and if that clamour 5
can be quieted by difappointing the fraudulent prac-
tice of a fingle perfon, the purchale is not exorbi-
tant.

But in anfiver to this objetion, firft, it is mani-
felt, that if this coinage had been in Ireland, with
fuch limitations as have been formerly fpecified in
other patents, and granted to pertons of this king-
dom, or even of England, able to give fufficient
fecurity, few or no inconveniencies could have
happencd.  Asto Mr. Knox’s patent mentioned in
the report, fecurity was given in to the exchequer,
that the patentee thould upon all demands be obli-
ged to receive his halfpence back, and pay gold or
filver in exchange for them. And Mr. Moor (to
whom I fuppole that patent was made over) was in
1694 forced to leave off coining before the end of
that year, by the great crouds of people continual-
ly offering to return his coinage upon him. In
1698 he coined again, and was forced to give over
for the fame reafon. This entirely alters the cafe;
for there is no fuch condition in Wood’s patent;
which condition was worth a hundred times all o-
ther limitations whatfoever.

dut the cale, that the two houfes of Lords and
Commons of England, and the privy council there,
{hould addrefs his Majefty to recall a patent, from
whence they apprehended the moft ruinous conie-
quences to the whole kingdom ; and to make it
ftronger if poflible, that the whole nation almoft to
4 man fhould thereupon difcover the moft difmal
apprehenfions, (as M. Wood fiiles them) ; would
his Majefty debate half an hour what he had to do ?
would any minifter dare advife him againft recalling
fuch a patent ? or would the mattey be referred to

e e Ii the
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the privy council, or ro Weftminfter-hall ; the twe
houfes of parliament plaintids, and William Wood
defendant? and is there even the fmalleft difference
between the two cafes ?

Were not the people of Ireland born as free as
thofe of England ? how have they forfeited their
freedom ? is not their parliament as fair a repre-
fentative of the people as that of England ; and
and hath not their privy council as great, or a
greater thare in the adminiftration of public affairs?
are not they fubje&ts of the fame King?
does not the fame funfhine wupon them ?
and have they not the fame God for their
protector 2 am I a freeman in England, and do I
become a flave in fix hours by crofling the chan-
nel ¢ No wonder then if the boldeft perfons were
cautious to interpofc in a matter already determined
by the whole voice of the nation; or to prefume to
reprefent the reprefentatives of the kingdom ; and
were juftly apprehenfive of meeting fuch a treatment
as they would deferve at the next {fefion. It would
feem very extraordinary, if an inferior court in
England fhould take a matter out of the hands
of the high court of parliament during a proro-
gation, and decide it againft the opinion of both
houfes,

It happens however, that although no perfons
were {o bold as to go-over as evidences to prove the
truth of the objections made againft this patent by
the high court of parliament here, yet thefe ob-
jections ftand good, notwithftanding the anfwers
made by Mr Wood and his council,

The report fays, that,  upon an aflay made of
* the finenefs, weight, and value of this copper,
¢ it exceeded in every article.” This is poffible e-
nough in the pieces upon which the affiy was made :
but Wood muft have failed very much in point of
dexterity, if he had not taken care to provide a
fufficient quantity of fuch Au/fpence as would bear

the
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the trial; which he was well able to do, altho’
they were taken out of feveral parcels ; fince it is
now plain, that the bias of favour hath been
wholly on his fide,

But what need is there of difputing, when we
have a pofitive demonftration of Wood’s fraudu-
lent pradtices in this point? I have feen a large
quantity of thefe halfpence weighed by a very fkilful
perfon, which were of four different kinds, three
of them confiderably under weight. I have now
before me an exat computation of the difference
of weight between thefe four {pris ; by which it ap-
pears, that the fourth fort, or the lighteft, differs
from the firft to a degree, that in the coinage of
three hundred and fixty tons of cepper the patentes
will be a gainer, only by that difference, of twenty-
four thoufand four hundred and ninety-four
pounds ; and in the whole the public will be a lofeg
of cighty-two thoufand one hundred and fixty-
eight pounds fixteen ihillings, even fuppofing the
metal in point of goodnefs to anfwer Wood’s con-
tract, and the affay that hath been made, which 1t
infallibly doth not. For this point hath Jikewife
been inquired into by very experienced men ; who,
upon {everal trials on many of thefe halfpence, have
found them to be ar leaft one fourth part below the
real value, not including the raps or counterfeits
that he, or his accomplices, have already made of his
own coin, and fcattered about. Now, the coinage of
three hundred and fixty tons of copper, coined by the
weight of the fourth or lighteit fort of his half-
pence, will amount to onc hundred twenty-two
thoufand four hundred eighty-eight pounds fixteen
thillings ; and, if we fuburact a fourth part of the
real value by the bafe mixture in the metal, we muit
add to the public lofs one fourth part to be fubtraci-
ed from the intrinfic value of the copper; which
in three hundred and fixty tons amounts to ten
thoufand and eighty pounds; and this, added to the

e former
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former fum of eighty-two thoufand one hundred
fixty-cight pounds fixteen fhillings, will make in all
ninety-two thoufand two hundred forty-eight
pounds lofs to the public; befides the raps or
counterfeits that he may at any time hereafter
think fit to coin, Nor do I know whether he rec-
kons the drefi exclufive or inclufive with his three
hundred and fixty tons of copper ; which how-
ever will make a confiderable difference in the ac-
count.

You will here pleafe to obferve, that the profit
allowed to Wood by the patent is twelve pence out
of every pound of copper, valued at one fhilling
and fixpence, whereas five pence only is allowed for
coinage of a pound weight for the Englith half-

ence ; and this difference is almoft 25 per cent.
which is double to rhe higheft exchange of money,
even under all the addititonal preflures and obftruc-
tions to trade that this unhappy kingdom lies at
prefent. This one circumftance, in the coinage of
three hundred and fixty tons of copper, makes a
difference of twenty-feven thoufand feven hundred
and twenty pounds between Englith and Irifh half-
pence ; even aliowing thofe of Wood to be all of
the heavieft fore.

It is likewife to be confidered, that for every
halfpenny in a pound weight, exceeding the num-
ber dircéted by the patent, Wood will be a gainer
in the coinage of three hundred and fixty tons of
copper, fixteen hundred and cighty pounds profic
more than the patent allows him ; out of which he
may afford to make his comptrallers eafy upon that
article. ‘

As to what is alledged, that thefe halfpence far
exceed the like coinage for Ireland in the reigns of
his Majefty’s predecefiors ; there cannot well be a
more exceptionable way of arguing, although the
. fadt were true : which however is altogether mif-
taken, not by any fault in the committee, but by

the
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the fraud and impofition of Wood, who certainly
produced the worft patterns he could find ; fuch as
were coined in fmall numbers by permi Tions io pri-
wate men, as buichers halfpence black-dags, and others
the like ; or perhapsthe fimall St.Patrcik’s coin, which
pafieth now for a farthing, or at beft fome of the
fmalleft raps of the lateft kind. For I have now by
me halfpence coined in the year 1680 by virtue of the
patent granted to my Lord Dartmouth, which was
enewed to Knox, and they are heavier by a ninth
part than thofe of Wood, and of much better
metal 3 and the great St Patrick’s halfpence are yet
larger than either,

But what is all this to the prefent debate: if, un-
der the various exigencies of former times, by wars,
rebellions, and infurretions, theKings of Lngland
were {ometimes forced to pay their armies here with
mixed or bafe money? God forbid that the necel-
fities of turbulent times fhould be a precedent for
times of peace, and order and fettlement.

In the patent above mentioned, granted to Lord
Dartmouth in the reign of King Charles 1I. and re-
newed to Knox, the fecurities givenin to the exche-
quer, obligingthe patentce to receive his money back
upon every demand, were an effetual remedy a-
gainft all inconveniencies : andthe copper was coined
1n our kingdsm 3 {o that we werc in no danger to
purchafe it with the lofs of all our filver and gold
carried over to another, nor to be at the trouble of
going to England for the redrefling of any abufe.

That the kings of England have exercifed their
prerogative of coining copper for Ireland and for
England, is notthe prefent queftion : but, to {peak
in the ftile of the report, it would feem a little ex-
traordinary, fuppofing a king {hould think fit to
exercife his preregaiive by coining copper in Ire-
land to be current in England, without referring it
0 his. officers in that kingdom to be informed,
svhether the grant were reafonable, and whether

the
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the people defired it or no, and without regard te
the addrefies of his parliament againft it. God for-
bid that fo mean a man as I thould meddle with the
King’s prerggative : ‘butl have heard very wife men
fay, that the King’s prerogative is bounded and li-
mited by the good and welfare of his people. I de-
fire to know, whether it be not underftood and a-
vowed, that the good of Ireland was intended by
this paient 2 But Ireland is not confulted at all in
the matter; and, as foon as Ireland is in-
formed of it, they declared againtt it:.The two
houfes of parliament and the privy council addrefs
his Majefty upon the mifchiefs apprehended by fuch
a patent; the privy council in England take the
matter out of the parliament’s cognifance ; the good
of the kingdom is dropt ; and it is now determined,
that Mr. Wood {hall have the power of ruining a
whole nation for his private advantage. -
I'never can fuppofe, that fuch patents as thefe
were originzally granted with a view of beinga job for
the intereft of a particular perfon to the damage of
the public. Whatever profit muft arife to the pa-
tentee, was furely meant at beft but as a fecondary
motive ; and fince fomcbody muft be a gainer, the
choice of the perfon was made either by favour or
fomething elfe, or by the pretence of merit and ho-
nefty : thisargument returns {o oftenand fo firongly
into my head, that I cannot forbear frequently re-
peating it. Surely his Majefty, when he confented to
the pafling of this patent, conceived he was doing
an act of grace to his moft loyal fubjects of Ireland,
without any regard to Mr Wood, farther than as
an znflrument 5 but the people of Ireland think this
patert (intended, no doubt for their good) to bea
moft intolerable grievance; and therefore Mr,
Mood can never fucceed without an opcn avowal,
that his profit is preferred not only before
the intereft, but the very fafety and “being of
a great kingdom; and a kingdom diftinguithed for

1ts
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its loyalty perhaps above all others upon earth: not
turned tlom its duty by the « jurifdition of the
¢ houfe of Lords abolithed at a ftroke, by the
¢ hardfhips of the actof navigation newly inforced,
“ by all tJ.,'.ﬂ ble t).)huldlons in trade,’ " and by a
hundred other inftances, enough to bll this paper;
nor was there ever amu-m us the leaft ateempt to-
wards an infuretion in favours of the pretender.
Therefore, whatever _im"uo a free people c.m claim,
we have at leaft an equal titl: to it with our brethren
in England ; and whatever grace a good prince can
beftow on the moft loyal fu'je ‘.’J‘, we have reafon to
expedt it 3 neither has this kingdom any way de-
ferved to be facrificed to one _‘.’:=£h'.’..-‘, Jup..(um, cb-
SJeure, ignominions projector. :

Among other claufes mentioned in this pafent to
thew how advantageousit is to Ireland, there is one
which feems to be of a fingular nature : that the
patentee fhall be obliged, during his term * to pay
“ eight hundred pounda a-year to the crown, and
# two hundred pounds a-year to the comptroller.”
¥ have heard indeed, that the King’s council do al-
ways confider in the pafling of a patent, whether it
will be of advantage to tht‘ crown ; but I have
Ekewife heard, that it is at the fame confid ered,
whether pﬂ.ﬁmff of it may be injurious to any mhn‘"
perfons or bodies poli tic? However, .h.hon; h
the attorney and folicitor be fervants to the King,
and therefore bound to confult his Majefty’s inte--
reft; yet I am under fome doubt, “h:l er eight
hundred pounds a-year to the crown would be e-
quivalcnt to the ruin of a kingdom. It w d be
far better for us to have p(nu Soco ponn ds a-ye
into his Majefty’s coffers in the midft of all cur
taxes, (which in proportion arc greater in this king-
dom than ever they werein England, even during
the war), than purchafe fuch 2n addition to the re-
venue at the price of our utter undoing,

But
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But here it is plain, that fourteen thoufand
pounds are to be paid by Wood only as a Jmally
circumftantial charge for the purchafe of his patent :
what were his other vifible coffs 1 know not ; and
what were his latent, is variouily conjectured; but
he muft be furely a man of fome wonderful merit.
Hath he faved any other kingdom at his own ex-
pence, to give him a tide of reimburfing himfelf
by the diffruction of ours ? Hatlr he difcovered the
longitude, or the univertal medicine ? No; butbe
hath found the philsfopher’s jflone after a new man-
ner, by debafing of copper, and refolving to force
it upon us for gold.

When the two houfes reprefented to his Majefty,
that this * patent to Wood was obtained in a clan-
s deftine manner,” furely the committce could not
think the parliament would infinuate, that it had
not pafled in the common forms, and run through
every office where fees and perquilites were due. ©
They know very well, that perfons in places were
no enemies to grants ; and that the officers of the
crown could not be kept in the dark. But rhe late
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland * affirmed, it was a
fecret to him; and who will doubt of his veracity,
efpecially when he fwore to a perfon of quality,
from whom I had it, that Ireland thould never be
troubled with thefe halfpence. It was a fecret to
the people of Ircland, who were to be the only fuf-
ferers ; and thofe who beft know the ftate of the
kingdom, and were moft able to advife in fuch an
affair. were wholly firangers to it.

It is allowed by the regort, that this pafent was
pafled without the knowledge of the chief gover-
nor, or officess of Ireland : and it is there elabo-
razely thewn, that ¢ former patents have pafied in
¢ the fame manner, and are good in law.” I fhall
not difpute the legality of patcuts, but am ready to

* Dulke of Grafton.
fuppofe
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fuppofe it in his Majefty’s power to grant a patent
for ftamping round bits of copper to every fubjeét
he hath. Therefore, to lay afide the point of law,
I would only put the queftion, whether in reafon
and juftice it would not have been proper in an af-
fair upon which the ¢ welfare of the kingdom de-
* pends,” that the faid kingdom fhould have re-
ceived timely notice ; and the matter not be carried
on between the patentee and the officers of the
crown, who were to be the only gainers by it.

The parliament, who in matters of this nature
are the moft able and faithful counfellors, did re-
prefent this grant to be deftrudtive of trade, and
¢ dangerous to the properties of the people :” to
which the only anfwer is, That the King hath a
¢ prerogative to make fuch a grant.”

It is afferted, That ¢ in the patent to Knox his
¢ halfpence are made and declared the current
« coin of the kingdom ;” whereas, in this to
‘Wood, there is only a ¢ power given to ifTue them
« to fuch as will reccive them.” 'The authors of
the report, I think, do not affirm, that the King
can, by law, declare any ihing to be current money
by his letters patents. I dare fay they will not af-
firm it ; and if Knox’s patent contained in it pow=
ers contrary to law, why is it mentioned as a pre-
cedent in his Majefty’s * juft and merciful reign?”’
But although that claufe be not in Wood’s patent,
yet poflibly there are others, the legality whereof
may be equally doubted ; and particularly that
whereby ¢ a power is given to William Wood to
« break into houfes in fearch of any coin made in
¢ imitation of his.,” This may perhaps be affirm-
ed to be illegal and dangerous to the liberty of the
fubject ; yet this is a precedent taken from Knox’s
patent, where the fame power is granted ; and is 2
firong inftance, what ufes may be fometimes made
of precedents.

But although, before the pafling of this patent,
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it was not thought neceflary to confult any perfons
of this kingdom, or make the leaft inquiry, whe-
ther copper money were wanting among us; yet
now at length, when the matter is over, when the
patent hath long pafled, when Wood hath already
coined feventeen thoufand pounds, and hath his
tools and implements prepared to coin fix fimes as
much more, the committee hath been pleafed to
make this affair the fubjet of inquiry ; Wood is
permitted to produce his evidences, which confift,
as I have already obferved, of four in number,
whereof Coleby, B——, and Mr. Finley the bank-
er, are three. And thefe were to prove, that cop-
per money was cxtremely wanted in Ireland, The
firft had been out of the kingdom alnoft twenty
years, from the time that he was tried for robbing
the treafury ; and therefore his knowledge and cre-
dibility are equal. Mr. Finley, one of the other
witneffes, honeftly confefled, that he was ignorant
whethier Ireland wanted copper money or no; but
his whole ‘intention was to buy a certain quantity
from Wood at a large difcount, and feil them as
well as he could ; by which he hoped to get two or
three thoufand pounds for himfelf.

But fuppofe there were not one fingle halfpenny
of copper coin in this whole kingdom, (which Mr.
Wood feems to intend, unlefs we come to his terms,
as appears by employing his emiffaries to buy up
our old ones at a penny in the fhilling more than
they pafs for), it could not be any real evil to us,
although it might be fome inconvenience.  We have
many forts of {mall filver coins to which they are
ftrangers in England; fuch as the French thres-
pencesy four pence halfpennies, and eight pence far-
things, the Scotch froepences and tenpences befides,
their fwentypences and three and four pences, by
which we are able to make change to a halfpenny
of almoft any picce of gold or filver; and if we
are driven to the expedient of a fealed card with the
. little
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Ettde gold and filver ftill remaining, it will, I fup-
pofe, be fomewhat better than to have nothing left
but Wood’s adulterated copper, which he is nei-
ther sbliged by his patent, nor HITHERTO abiz by
his ¢ffate to make good.

The report facther tells us, it muf bz admitted, that
letters patents, under the great feal of Great Britain,
for coining cepper-money for Iveland, are legal and
cbligatory, a juft and reafonable exercife of bis Maje-
ty’s royal prerogative, and in no manner derogatory, or
invafive of any liberty or privilege of his Jubjecls of
Ireland. Firft, we defire to knew, why his Majei-
ty's prerogative might not have been as well afferted
by pafling this patent in Ireland, and {ubjecting the
{iveral conditions of the contrat to the infpection
of thofe who are only concerned, as was formerly
done in the only precedents for patents granted for
coining in this kingdom, fince the mixed money in
Queen Elifabeth’s time during the difficulties of a
vebellion ; whereas now, upon the greateft impofi-
tion that can poflibly be praétifed, we muft go to
England with our complaints; where it hath been
for fome time the fafhion to think, and to affirm,
that we cannot be too hardly ufed. Again, the re-
port fays, that fuch patents are bligatory. After
long 1king, I am not able to find out, what can
pofiisly be meant here by this word obligatory. The
patent of Wood neither obligeth him to utter his
coin, nor us to take it; or if it did the latter, it
would b= fo far void, becaufe no patent can obiige
the fubject againft law ; unlefs an illegal patent
paficd in one kingdom, can bind anather, and not
irfelf. ' ’

Laftly, it is added, that fuch patents are in no
¢ manner derogatory, Or invafive_of any liberty
« or privilege of the King’s fubjects of Ireland.”
If this propofition be true, as it is here laid down,
without any limitation either exprefled or implied,
it muft follow, that a king of England may at any
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time coin copper money for Ircland, and oblige
his fubjects here to take a piece of copper under
the value of half a farthing for half a crown, as
was practifed by the late King James; and even
without that arbitrary prince’s excufe from the ne-
ceflity and exigencies of his affairs. If this be in
no manner ““ derogatory, nor invafive of any liber-
¢ ties or privileges of the fubjects of Ireland,” it
ought to have been exprefled what our fiberties and
privileges are, and whether we have any at all; for
in fpecifying the word /freland, inftead of faying his
Majefty’s fuljects, it would feem to infinuate, that
we are not upon the fame foot with our fellow-fub-
Jedts in England ; which, however the pradtice may
have been, I hope will ncver be direétly afferted ;
for I do not underftand that Poining’s a&t deprived
us of our liberty, but only changed the manner of
pafling laws here, (which however was « gower moft
indirectly obtained), by leaving the negative to the
two houfes of parliament. But waving all contro-
verfies relating to the legiflature, no perfon, I be-
lieve, was ever yet {fo bold as to affirm, that the
people of Ireland have not the fame title to the be-
nefits of the common lew with the reft of his Maje-
fty’s fubjeéts ; and therefore, whatever liberties or
privileges the people of England enjoy by common
faw, we of Ireland have the fame ; {o that, in my
humble opinion, the word Zfreland ftanding in that
propofition was, in the mildeft interpretation, a lapfe
of the pen,

The report farther afferts, that < the precedents.
¢ are many, wherein cafes of great importance to
¢ Ireland, and which immediartely affected the in-
terefts of that kingdom, fuch ‘as warrants, or-
ders, and directions by the anthority of the Kin g
and his predeceflors, have been iffued under the
royal fign-manual without any previous reference
or advice of his Majefty’s officers of Ireland,
which have always had their due force, and have
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¢ been pundlually complied with and obeyed.”. It
may be {o, and I am heartily forry for it ; becaufe
it may prove an eternal fource of difcontent. How-
ever, among all thefe precedents, there is not one
of a patent for coining money for Ireland.

There is nothing hath perplexed me more than
this doétrine of precedents. If a job is to be done,
and upon fearching records you find it hath been
done before, there will not want a lawyer to juitify
the legality of it by producing his precedents, with-
out ever confidering the motives and circumitances
that firft introduced them ; the necefiity, or turbu-
lence, or iniquity of times; the corruptions of mi-
nifters, or the arbitrary difpofition of the prince
then reigning. And I have been told by perfons
eminent in the law, that the worft actions whicl
human nature is capable of, may be juftified by the
fame docrine. How the ficft precedents began of
dstermining cafes of the higheft importance to Ire-
land, and immediately affecting its interefts, with-
out any previous reference or advice to the King’s
officers here, may foon be accounted for. Before
this kingdom was entirely reduced by the fubmiffion
of Tyrone in the laft year of Queen Elifabeth’s
veign, there was a period of four hundred years,
which was a various fcene of war and peace be-
tween the Englith pale and the Irifth natives ; and
the government of that part of this ifland, which
lay in the Englith hands, was in many things under
the immediate adminiftration of the King: filver
and copper were often coined here among us; and
once at leaft upon great neceffity a mixed or bafe
metal was {ent from England. The reign of King
James I. was employed in fettling the kingdom
after Tyrone’s rebellion ;- and this nation flourifh-
ed extremely till the time of the maffacre, 1641.
In that dificult junfure of affairs the nobility
and gentry coined their own plats here in Dub-
lin,

By
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By all that I can difcover, the copper coin of
Ireland, for three hundred years paft, confifted of
{mall pence and halfpence ; which particular men
had licence to coin, and were current only within
certain towns and diftricts, according to the per-
fonal credit of the owner who uttered them, and
was bound to receive them again ; whereof I have
feen many forts ; neither have I heard of any pa-
tent.granted for coining copper for Ireland, ull the
reign of King Charles II. which was in the year
1680, to George Legge, Lord Dartmouth ; and
renewed by King James II. in the firft year of his
reign (1685) to John Knox. DBoth patents were
pafied in Ireland ; and in both the patentees were
bound to receive their coin again from any that
would offer them twenty fhlllmgs of ir, for which
they were obliged to pay gold or filver.

The patents both of Lord Dartmouth and Knox
were referred to the Attorney-General here, and
a report made accordingly ; and both, as I have
already faid, were paffed in this kingdom. Knox
had only a patent for the remainder of the term
granted to Lord Dartmouth ; the patent expired in
1701, and upon a petition by Roger Moor to have
it renewed, the matter was referred hither; and
upon the report of the attorney and folicitor, that
it was not for his Majefty’s {ervice, or the intereft
of the nation, to have it renewed, it was rejected
by King William, It {hounld therefore feem very
extraordinary, that a patent for coining copper half-
pence, intended and profefled for the good of the
kingdom, fhould be paffled without once confult-
ing that kingdom, for the good of which it is de-
clared to be intended ; and this upon the applica-
tion of a poor, private, ohfcure mechanic; and a pa-
rent of fuch a nature, that as foon as ever the
kingdom is informed of its being pafled, they cry
out unanimoufly againft it as ruinous and deffructive.

he reprefentatives of the nation in parliament,

and
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and the privy council, addrefs the King to have it
recalled ; yet the patentee, fuch a one as I have de-
{cribed, fhall prevail to have this patent approved ;
and his private intereft thall weigh down the appli-
cation of a whole kingdom. St. Paul fays, ¢ All
% things are lawful, but all things are not expedi-
¢ ent,” We are anfwered, that this patent is law-
ful : but is it expedient ? We read, that the high-
prieft faid, ¢ It was expedient that one man
¢¢ fhould die for the people ;” and this was a moft
wicked propofition : but that a ¢ whole nation
¢ fhould die for one man,” was never heard of
before.

But becaufe much weight is laid on the precedents
of other patents for coining copper for Ireland, I
will fet this matter in a&s clear a light as I can,
Whoever hath read the report, will be apt to think,
that a dozen precedents at leaft could be produced
of copper coined for Ireland, by virtue of patents
pafled in England ; and that the coinage was there
too ; whereas I am confident, there cannot be one
precedent thewn of a patent pafled in England for
coining copper for Ireland for above an hundred
years paft ; and if there were any before, it muft
be in times of confufion. The only patents I could
ever hear of, are thofe already mentioned to Lord
Dartmouth and Knox, the former in 1680, and the
latter in 1685. Now, let us compare thefe patents
with that granted to Wood. Firft, the patent to
Knox, which was under the fame conditions as that
granted to Lord Dartmouth, was pafled in Ircland;
the government and the atfirney and folicitor gene-
ral making report, that it would be ufeful to this
kingdom.

- The patent was paffed with the advice of the
King's council here ; the patentee was obliged to re-
ceive his coin from thofe who thought themfelves
{urcharged, and to give go/d and filver forit. Laft-
ly, the patenfee was to pay only 16/. 135, 44d. per
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annum to the crown. Then, as to the execution
of that patent; firft, I find the halfpence were mill-
ed, which, as it is of great ufe to prevent counter-
feits, (and therefore induftrioufly avoided by Wood),
fo it was an addition to the charge of coinage.
And as for the weight and goodnefs of the metal,
I have feveral halfpence now by me, many of which
weigh a ninth part more than thofe coined by
Wood ; and bear the fire and hammer a great deal
better, and, which is no trifle, the impreffion is
fairer and deeper. I grant indeed, that many of
the latter coinage yield in weight to fome of Wood'’s,
by a fraud natural to fuch patentees ; but not fo im-
mediately after the grant, and before the coin grew
current ; for in this circumftance Mr. Wood muft
ferve for a precedent in future times.

_ Let us now examine this new patent granted to
William Wood. It pafied upon very falfe fuggef-
tions of his own and of a few confederates: it
pafled in England without the leaft reference hi-
ther ; it pafied unknown to the very Lord Licutes
nant, then in England. Wood is impowered to
coin one hundred and eight thoufand pounds, and
all the gfficers in the kingdom (civil and military)
are commanded in the report to countenance and
aflift him. Knox had only power to utter what he
would take, and was obliged ¢ to receive his coin
¢ hack again at our demand, and to enter into {e-
“ curity for fo doing.” Wood’s halfpence are not
milled, and therefore more eafily counterfeited by
himfelf, as well as by others. Wood pays a thou-
{and pounds per annum for thirteen years : Knox
paid only fixteen pounds fourteen fhillings and four
pence per annum for twenty-one years.

It was the report that fet me the example of mak-
ing a comparifon between thofe two patents, where-
in the committee was grofsly mifled by the falfe re-
prefentation of William Wood ; as it was by ano-
ther aflertion, that feven hundred tons of copper

wer



LETTER 0L 265

were coined during the twenty-one years of Lord
Dartmonth’s and Knox’s patents. Such a quantity

of copper at the rate of two fhillings and eight”

pence per pound would amount to about an hun-
dred and ninety thoufand pounds ; which was very
near as much as the current cafh of the kingdom
in thofe days ; yet, during that period, Ireland was
never known to have too much copper coin; and
for {everal years there was no coining at all : be-
fides, I am aflured, that, upon inquiring into the
cuftom-houfe books, all the copper imported into
this kingdom from 1683 to 1692, which includes
"eight years of the twenty-one (befides one year
allowed for the troubles) did not exceed forty-
feven tons. And we cannot fuppofe even that {mall
quantity to have been wholly applied to coinage;
fo that I believe there was never any comparifon
more unluckily made, or fo deftruétive of the de-
fign for which it was produced.

The pfalmift reckons it an effect of God’s anger,
when be felleth his pecple for nought, and taketh no
money fer them. That we have greatly offended
God by the wickednefs of our lives, is not to be
difputed ; but our King we have not offended in
word or deed ; and although he be God’s vicege-
rent upon earth, he will not punifh us for any of-
fences, except thofe we fhall commit againft his le-
gal autherity, his facred perfon (which God pre-
ferve), or the laws of the land.

The reportis very profufe in arguments, that Iree
land is in great want of copper-money. Who were
the witnefles to prove it, hath been fhewn already =
but, in the name of God, who are to be judges ?
Does not the nation beft know its own wants ¢ Both
houfes of parliament, the privy-council, and the
whole body of the people, declare the contrary. Or,
let the wants be what they will, we defire that they
may not be fupplied by Mr. Wood : we know our
own wants but too well; they are many, and grie-
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vous to be borne, but quite of another kind, Let
England be fatisfied : as things go, they will in a thort
time have all our gold and filver, and may keep
their adulterate copper at home, for we are deter-
mined not to purchaft it with our manufactures,
which Wood hath gracioufly offered to accept. Our
wants are not fo bad by a hundred part as the me-
thod he hath taken to fupply them. He hath al-
ready tried his faculty in New-Engiand ; and I hope
he will meet at leaft with an equal reception heve;
what zhat was, I leave to public intelligence, Iam
fuppofing a wild cafc ; that if there fhould be any
perfon already receiving a monftrous penfion out of
this kindom, who was inftrumental in proguring
the patent, they have either not well confulted their
own interefts, or Wood muft put more drofs into
his copper, and ftill diminiih its weight.

Upon Wood’s complaint, that the officers of the
King’s revenue here had alveady given orders to all
the inferior officers not to recelve any of his coin ;
the report fays, that ¢ chis cannot but be looked
“ upon as a very extraordinary proceeding,” and
contrary to the powers given in the patent. The
committee {ay, they *¢ cannot advife his Majefty to
¢ oive diretions to the officers of the revenue
) i;lcrc, not to receive or utter any of the faid coin
¢« a5 hath been defired in the addrefles of both hou-
¢ fes;” but, on the contrary, they ¢ think itboth
¢ juft and rcafonable, that the King fhould imme-
< diately give orders to the commiflioners of the
¢ revenue, &c. torevoke all orders, &e. that may
¢ have been given by them to hinder or obfirudt
¢¢ the receiving the faid cein.”  And accordingly,
we are told, fuch orders are arrived, Now, this
was a caft of Wood's politics; for his information
was wholly falfe and groundlefs, which he knew
very well; and that the commiffioners of the reve-
nue here were all, except one, fent us from Eng-
land, and love their employments too well to have

; taken
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taken fuch a frep: but Wood was wife enough to
coniider, that {fuch orders of revscatiz:n would be
an open declaration of the crown in his favour,
would put the government here under a difficulty,
would make 2 noife, and poffibly create fome ter-
rorinthe poor people of Ireland. Andone great point
he hath gained, that altho’ any orders of revocation
will be needlefs, yet a new order is to be {ent (and per-
hapsis already here)to the commiflioners of the reve-
nue,andall the king’sofficersin Ireland, thatWood’s
¢ halfpence be futfered and permitted, without any
¢ let, {uit, trouble, moleftation, or denial of any
¢ of the King’s officers or minifters whatfoever, to
< pafs, and be received as current moncy by fuch as
¢ {hall be willing to receive them.” In this order
there is no exception; and therefore, as far asl
can judge, itincludes all officers, both civil and mi-
fitary, from the Lord High Chancellor to a Juftice of
Peace, and from the General to an Enfign; fo that
Wood’s projeét is not likely to fail for want of ma-
nagers cnough., For my own part, as things ftand,
1 have but lirtle regret to find myfelf out of the
number ; and therefore I fhall continue in all hu-
mility to exhort and warn my fellow-{ubjelts never
to receive or utter this coin, which will reduce the
kingdom to beggary by much quicker and larger
_ fteps than have hitherto been taken.

But it is needlefs to argue any longer. The mat-
ter is come to an iffue. His Majeity, purfuant to
the law. hath left the field open berween Wood and
the kingdom of Ircland. Wood hath liberty to of-
fer his coin, and we have luw, reafon, liberty, and
neceffity 1o refufe it. A knavifh jockey may ride an
old foundered jade about the market, but none are
obliged to buyit. Ihope the words voluntary, and
wiliing to receive it, will be anderftood and applied
in their true nateral meaning, as comunonly une
derftood by Proteflants. For if a fierce caprain comes
to my fhop to buy fix yards of fcarlet cloth. fol-
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lowed by a porter laden with a fack of Wood’s coin
upon his {houlders; if we are agreed about the
price, and my {carlet lies ready cutupon the count-
er; if he then gives me the word of command to
receive my money in Wood’s coin, and calls me a
diff feéted Facobite doo for refufing it, (although I
am as loyal a {ubject as himfelf, and without hire),
and thereupon feizes my cloth, leaving me the price
in this odious copper, andbids me take my remedy:
in this cafe I thall hardly be brought to think, that
[ am /eft to my own will. 1 fhall therefore, on fuch
occafions, firlt order the porter aforefaid to go off
with his pack; and then fee the money in filver
and gold in my pofieflion before I cut or meafure
my cloth. Butif a common foldier drinks his pot
firft, and then offers payment in Wood’s Galfpence,
the landlady may be under fome difficulty ; for if
ihe complains to hiscaptain or enfign, they are like-
wife officers included in this general erder for en-
couraging thefe halfpence to pafs as current money.
If fhe goes to a juftice of peace, heis alfo an officer,
to whom this general order is direfted. Ido there-
fore advife her to follow my praétice, which I have
already begun, and be paid for her goods before {he
parts with them. However, I thould have been con-
tent. for fome reafons, that the military gentlemen
had been excepted by name'; becaufe I have heard
it faid, that their difcipline is beft confined within
their own diftrit.

His Majefty, in the conclufion of his anfwer to
the addrefs of the houfe of Lords againft Wood’s,
coinis pleafed to fay, that be will doevery thing in his
power to the [atiifalion of his pecple. It thould feem
therefore; that the recalling the patent is not to be
underftood as a thing in his power. But, however,
fince the law doth not oblige us to receive this coin,
and confequently the patent leaves it to our volun-
tary choice, there is nething remaining to preferve
us from ruin, but that the whole kingdom fhould

continue
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continue in a firm, determinate refolution never to
receive or utter this futal coin. After which, let
the officers, to whom thefe orders are dirvected, (I
would willingly except the mulitary), come with
their exhortations, their arguments, and their e/s-
quénce, to perfuade us to find our intereft in our
undoing. Let Wood and his accomplices travel a-
bout the country withscart-loads of their ware, and
fee who will take it off their hands; there will be
no fear of his being robbed ; for a Aighwayman
would fcorn to teuch ir.

I am only in pain how the commiffioners of the

revenue will proceed in this junéture; becaufe, I am
told, they are obliged by act of parliament to take
nothing but gold and filver in payment for his Ma-
jefty’s cuftoms : and I think they cannot juftly of-
fer this coinage of Mr. Wood to others, unlefs they
will be content to receive it themfelves.
The fum of the whole is this : The * committee
advifes the king to fend immediate orders to all
his officers here, that Wood’s coin be faffered
and permitted without any let, {uit, trouble, &c.
to pafs, and be received as current money by fuch
as fhall be willing to receive the fame.” It is
probable, that the firft willing receivers may be thofe
who muft receive it whether they will or not, at leaft
under the penalty of lofing an office. But the land-
ed undepending men, the merchants, the fhopkeepers,
and bulk of the people, I hope, and am almoft
confident, will never receive it. What muft the
confequence be ? the owners will fell it for as much
as they can get. Wood’s halfpence will come to be
offered for fix 2 penny, (yet then he will be a fuf-
ficient gainer), and the neceffary receivers will be
lofers of two thirds in their faleries or pay.

This puts me in mind of a paffage I was told
many years ago in England. At a quarter-feflion
in Leicefter, the juftices had wifely decreed to take
off a halfpenny in a quart from the price of ale.

One
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One of them, who came in after the thing was
dstermined, being informed of what had paffed,
faid thus = ¢ Gentlemen, you have made an order
¢ that ale thould be fold in our county for three
¢ halfpence a-quart; I defire you will now make
¢ another to appoint who muft drink it; for by
¢ G---- T will not,”

I buft beg leave to caution your Lordfbips and
Warfbips in one particular, Wood hath gracioudly
promifed to lzed us at prefent only with forty thou-
fand pounds of his coin, until the exigencies of the
kingdom require the reft. 1 intreat you will never
futfer Mr. Wood to be a judge of your exigencies,
While there is one piece of filver or gold left in the
kingdom, he will call it an exigency. He will
double his prefent guantum by ftealth as foon as.he

can; he will pour his own raps and counterfeits up-
on L.s, Irance and Holland will do the fame; nor
will our own coiners at home be behind them : to
confirm which, I have now in my pocker a r2p, or
counterfeit halfpenriy, in imitation of his ; but {o
ill performed, that in my confcience I believe it is
not of hlS coining.

I muft now defire your erdfzps and Worfbips,
that you will give grear allowance for this long un-
(.lgeﬂed paper. I find myfelf to have gone into fe-
veral repetitions, which were the effects of hafte,
while new thoughts fell in to add fomething to what
I had faid before. I think I may affirm, that Thave
fully anfwered every paragraph in the report;
which, although it be not unartfully drawn, and
is perfedtly in the {pirit of a pleader, who can find
the moft plaufible topics in behalf of his client, yer
there was no great fkill required to detect the many
miftakes contained in it ; which however are by no
means charged upon the Right Honourable commi:-
tee, but upon the moft falfe, impudent, and frau-
lent reprefentations of Wo )d and his accomplices.
1 defire one particufar may dw dl upon your minds,

although
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although I have mentioned it more than once; that
.1ftcr all the weight laid upon preced nts, there is
10t One plmluuu in the whole repert of a patent
for coining copper in lngland to P‘lfs in Ireland ;
and only two patents lL[CllL_l to, (for indeed [hm..
was no more), which were beth pafied in Irelan
by references ro the King’s cou:zcnl here, both Li“
advantageous to the coiner than this of Wood;
and in norh, fecurities given to receive the coin at c-
wery call, and give gold and fitver in lien o it, This
demonftrates the moﬁ flagrant falfehood and impu-
dence of Woed, by which he would endeavour to
make the Right Honourable committee his mfh'u-
ments, (for his«own illegal and exorbitant *:&m\
ruin a kingdom which h.ls deferved quite aifferen t
treatment.

I am very fenfible, that fuch a work as I have
undertaken might have worth'ﬂy empioyed a much
better pen: but when a houfe is 1ttemprcl to be
robbed, it often lnppuw that the weakeft in the
family runs firft to {top the door. All the affift-

ance I had, were fome informations f;bl'ﬂ an emi-
nent perfon : whereof I am afraid I have fpoiled a
few, by endeavouring to make them of a piece
with my own nroduﬁlons and the reft I was not able
t0 manage ; I was in the cafe of David, who eoxld
not move in the armour of Saul; .ml therefore
I rather chofe to attack this urcircumcijed Philiffine
(Wood I mmm with a fling anda fione. And1 may
iay, for Wood’s honour as well as my own, that
he ]tILllan(,b Goliath in many circumftances very ap
plicable to the prefent purpofe: for Goliath h: ad < a
* helmet of érafs upon his hu\d, and was armed
¢ with a coat of ::‘“-1 and the weight of the coat
¢ was five thoufand fhekels of brafs, and be hq u‘L
£ areaves ¢ of {wv/ upon bhis legs, and a target GL
 brafs b"’* cen his ihc‘.l‘.uzq Il'. fhort, he was
liks Mr. W "ond, ali over brafs, and ¢ he defied tl
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of combat were likewife the fame with thofe of
Wood : «If he prevail againft us. then fhall we
¢ be his fervants. DBut if it happens that I prevail
over him, I renounce the other part of the condiq
tion 3 he fhall never be 'a fervant of mine; for 1
do not think him fit to be intrufted in any honeft
man’s {hop.

I will conclude with my humble defire and requelt
which T made in my fecond letter, that your Lord-
Ships and Hrfbpswould pleafe to order a de. laration
to be drawn up, exprefling in the firongeft terms
your refolutions never to reccive or utter any of
‘Wood’s halfpence or farthings; and forbidding
your tenants to reccive them : that the faid orcla-
ration may be figned by as many perfons as pofiible 7,
who have eftates in this kingdom, and be fent
down to your {everal tenants aforefaid.

And if the dread of Wood’s halfpence fhould
continue until next quarter-{effions, which | hope it
will not, the gentlemen of every county will then
have a fair opportunity of declaring againft them
with unanimity and zeal.

Lam, with the greateff refpett,
{ May it pleafe your Lordfbips ard Worfbips,)
Your moft dutiful and
Gbedient fervant,

Ang, 235. 1724,

* A decl ration porfuant to this reousft was figned feon after by
the moft confiderable perfcns of the kinadem, which was univerfaily
{piead, and ef greatule,

LET-
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To the whole ProprLe of IRELAND.

My dear Cruntrymen,

Aving already written three LETTERS upon
}-I fo difagreeable a fubjeét as Mr. W od and his
halfpence, I conceived my tafk was at an end ; but
I find that cordials muft be frequently applied to
weak conftitutions, political as well as natural. A
people long ufed to hardfhips lofe by degrees the
very notions of /iberty ; they look upon themfelves
as creatures at mercy, and that all impofitions laid
on them by a ftronger hand are, in the phrafe of
the report, legal and obligatery ~ Hence proceed
that poverty and lrwnefs of [fpirit, to which a king-
dom may be fubjet, as well as a particular perfon.
And when Efau came fainting from the field at the
point to die, it is no wonder that he fold his birth-
right for a mef5 of pottage.

I thought I had fufficiently thewn toall who could
want inftruction, by what methods they might
fafely proceed, whenever his coin fhould be offered
to them :and I believe, there hasnot been for many
ages an example of any kingdom fo firmly united in
4 point of great importance, as this of ours isat pre-
fent againft that deteftable fraud. But however, it
fo happens, that fome weak people begin to be
alarmed anew by rumours induftrioufly {pread.
Wood prefcribes to the newfmongers in London
what they are to write In one of their papers pu-
blifhed here by fome obfcure printer, (and certain-
ly with a bad defign), we are told, that the Pa-

Vou. III. M m pifis

B s e st T b

et



74 THE DRAPIER’s LETTERS.

pifts in Ireland have entered intoan affociation again?
his coin + although -it be notoriouily known, that
they never once offered to ftir in the matter ; fo that
the two houfes of parliament, the privy council,
the great numbers of corporations, the Lord Mayor
and aldermen of Dublin, the grand juries, and prin-
cipal gentlemen of feveral counties, are fligmatiz-
ed in a lump under the name of Papifis.

This impoftor and his crew do likewife give out,
that by refufing to receive his drofs for Sterling,
we ¢ difpute the King’s prerogative, are grown
< tipe for rebellion, and ready to fhake off rthe
¢¢ dependency of Ireland upon the crown of Eng-
¢ Jand.” To countenance which reports he hath
publifhed a paragraph in another news-paper to let
tis know, that < the Lord Lieuténant is ordered to
¢ come over immediately to fettle his halfpence.”

Lintreat you, my dear countrymen, not to be
under the leaft concern upon thefe, and the like
rumours, which are no more than the laft howls
of 4 dog dific¢ted alive, as I hope he hath fufii-
ciently been.  Thefe calumnies are the only referve
that is left him. TFor furely our continued and
(almoft) unexampled loyalty will never be called
in queftion, for not fuffering ourfelves to be rob-
bed of all that we have by one obfcure iron-
monger, , -

As to. difputing the King’s prermgative, give me
Teave to explain to thofe who are ignorant what the
meaning of that word prerogative is.

The kings of thefe realms enjoy feveral powers,
wherein the laws have not interpofed ; fo they can
make war and peace without the confent of parlia-
ment, and this is a very great prerogative : but if
the parliament doth mot approve of the war, the
King muft bear the charge of it out of his own
purfe ; and this is as great a check on the crown,
So the King hath a prerogative to coin money with-
sut confent of parliament : but he cannot compel

the
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the fubject to take that money, except it be Sters
ling, gold or filver; becaule hercin he is limited
by law. Some princes have indeed extended their
prerggative farther than the law allowed them :
wherein however the lawyers of fucceeding ages, 23
fond as they are of precedents, have never dared to
juftify them. But, to fay the truth, it is only of
late times that prerggative hath been fixed and ai-
certained.  For whoever reads the hiftory of Eng-
land will find, that fome former kings, and thole
none of the worit, have upon feveral occafions
ventured to control the laws, with very little cere-
mony or fcruple, even lateer than the days of Queen
Eiifabeth. In her reign, that pernicious counfel of
fending bafe money hither yery narrowly failed of
lofing the kingdom ; being complained of by the
Lord Deputy, the council, and the whole body of
the Englith here : fo that, foon after her death, it
was recalled by her fucceffor, and lawful money
paid in exchange.

Having thus given you fome notion of what is
meant by the King’s prerogative, as far as a trade/man
can be thought capable of explaining it, I will only
add the opinion of the great Lord Bacon, that * as
“ Gop governs the world by the fetded laws of
¢ nature, which he hath made, and never tran-
{cends thofe laws but upon high, important oc-
cafions : fo, among earthly princes, thofe are
the wifeft and beft, who govern by the known
laws of the country, and feldomeft make ufe of
their prerogative.”

Now here you may fee, that the vile accufation
of Wood and his accomplices, charging us with
« difputing the King’s prerogative” by refufing his
brafs, can have no place; Btcaufe compelling the
fubjcc to take any coin, which is not Sterling, is
no part of the King’s prerogative; and I am very
confident, if it were fo, we fhould be the laft of
his people to difpute it, as well from that inviolable
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loyalty we have always paid to his Majefty, as from
the treatment we might in fuch a cafe juftly expect
from fome who feem to think we have neither com-
mon fenfe, nor commen fenfes. But, God be thank-
ed, the beft of them are only our fellow-fubjetis,
and not our maflers, One great merit I am fure
we have, which thefe of Englifh birth can have no
pretence to, that our anceftors reduced this king-
dom to the obedience of England ; for which we
have been rewarded with a worfe climate, the privi-
lege of being governed by laws to which we do not
confent, a ruined trade, a houfe of Peers without
jurifdiétion, almoft an incapacity for all employ-
ments, and the dread of Wood’s halfpence.

But we are fo far from difputing the King’s prero-
gative in coining, that we own he hath power to
give a patent to any man for fetting his royal image
and fuperfeription upon whatever materials he
pleafes ; and liberty to the patentee to offer them
in any country from England to Japan, only attend-
ed with one fmall limitation, that ¢ no body alive
‘¢ js obliged to take them,

Upon thefe confiderations I was ever againit all
recourfe to England for a remedy againft the pre-
fent impending evil ; efpecially when I obferved,
that the addrefies of both houfes after long expec-
tance produced nothing but a REPORT altogether
in favour of Wood; upon which I made fome
obfervations in a former letter, and might at leaft
have made as many more ; for itis a paper of as
fingular a nature as I ever beheld,

But I miftake : for before this report was made,
his Majefty’s moft gracious anfwer to the houfe of
Lords was fent over, and printed ; wherein are
thefe words, * granting the patent for coining
¢¢ halfpence and farthings, AGREEABLE TO THE
€€ PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS, &c.”
That King Charles II. and King James II. (axp
THEY ONLY) did grant patents for this purpofe, is

indifputable
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indifputable, and I have thewn it at large, Their
patents were pafled under the great feal of Ireland,
by references to Ireland, the copper to be coined
in Ireland ; the patentee was bound on demand to
receive his coin back in Ireland, and pay filver and
gold in return. Wood’s patent was made under
the great feal of England, the brafs coined in Eng-
land, not the leaft reference made to Ireland ; the
fum immenfe, and the patentee under no obliga-
tion to reccive it again, and give good money for
it. This I only mention, becaufe in my private
thoughts I have {fometimes made a query, whether
the penner of thofe words in his Majefty’s moft
gracious anfwer, AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE
OF HIS ROYAL PREDECEssoRs, had marturcly
confidered the feveral circumftances, which in my
poor opinion feem to make a difference *.

Let me now fay fomething concerning the other
great caufe of fome people’s fear, as Wood has
taught the London news-writer to exprefs it, that
« his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is coming o-
¢ ver to {ettle Wood’s halfpence.”

We know very well, that the Lords Lieutenants
for feveral years paft have not thought this king-
dom ¢ worthy the honour of their refidence,”
longer than was abfolutely neceflary for the King’s
bufinefs ; which confequently ¢ wanted no fpeed in
¢ the difpatch.” And therefore it naturally fell
into moft mens thoughts, that a new governor,
coming at an unufual time, muft portend {fome un-
ufual bufinefs to be done ; efpecially if the com-
mon report be true, that the parliament, proro-
gued to I know not when, is by a new {ummons
revoking that prorogation to affemble foon after
his arrival; for which extraordinary proceeding
the lawyers on t’other fide the water have by great
good fortune found two precedents.

# See the note at the end of this letter,

All
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All this being granted, it can ncver enter into
my head, that {fo lutle a creature as Wood could
find credit enough with the King and his minifters
to have the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland fent hither
in a hurry upon his errand. ;

For, let us take the whole matter nakedly, as it
lies before us, without the refinements of fome
people, with which we have nothing to do. Here
is a patent granted under the great {cal of England,
upon falfe fuggeftions, to one William Wood for
coining copper halfpence for Ireland: the parlia-
ment here, upon apprehenfions of the worft con-
fequences from the faid patent, addrefs the King
to have it recalled : this is refufed, and a commit-
tee of the privy council report to his Majefty, that
Wood has performed the conditions of his patent.
He then is left to do the beft he can with his half-
pence, no man being obliged to reccive them ; the
people here being likewife left to themfelves, unite
as one man, refolving they will have nothing to do
with his ware. By this plain account of the fadt it
is manifeft, that the King and his miniftry are
wholly out of the cafe, and the matter is left to be
difputed between him and us. Will any man there-
fore attempt to perfuade me, that alord licutenant
is to be difpatched ovér in great hafte before the
ordinary time, and a parliament fummoned by an-
ticipating a proregation, merely to put an hundred
thoufand pounds into the pocket of a fbarper by
the ruin of 2 moft loyal kingdom ¢

But fuppofing all this to be true; by what argu-
ments could a lord lieutenant prevail on the fame
parliament, which addrefied with fo much zeal and
earneftnels againit this evil, to pafs it into a law ?
I'am fure their opinion of Wood and. his project
is not mendeéd fince their laft prorogation: and
fuppofing thofe methods thould be nfed, which de-
tractors tell us have been fometimes put in prac-
tice for gaining votes, it is well known, thatin this

kingdom
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kingdom there are few employments to be given
and, if there were more, it is as well known to
whofe fhare they muft fall.

But, becaufe great numbers of you are altoge-
ther ignorant of the affairs of your country, T will
tell you fome reafons. why there are fo few em-
ployments to be difpofed of in this kingdom. All
confiderable offices for life here are poffefied by
thofe to whom the reverfions were granted ; and
thefe have been generally followers of the chief go-
vernors, or perfons who had intereft | the court
of England : fo the Lord Berkeley of Stratton
holds that great office of mafter of the rolls 5 the
Lord Palmerfton is fir/f remembrancer, worth near
2000 . per annum. One Dodington, fecretary to
to the Earl of Pembroke, begged the reverfion of
clerk of the pells, worth 2500 /. a-year, which he
now enjoys by the death of the Lord Newton. Mr.
Southwell is fecretary of ftate, and the Earl of
Burlington Lord High Treafurer of Ireland by in-
heritance. Thefe are only a few among many o-
thers which I have been told of, but cannot re-
member. Nay, the reverfion of feveral employ-
ments during pleafure is granted the fame way,
This among many others is a circumftance wher¢-
by the kingdom of Ireland is diftinguifhed from
all other nations upon earth, and makes it fo diffi»
cult an affair to get into a civil employ, that Mr.
Addifon was forced to purchafe an old obfcure
place, called keeper of the record: in Bermingham’s
tcwer, of ten pounds a-year, and to get a falary of
400 /, annexed to it, though all the records there
are not worth half a erown either for curiofity or
ufe. And we lately faw a favourite fecretary * de-
fcend to be mafter of the revels, which by his credit
and extortion he hath made pretty confiderable. 1
fay nothing of the under-treafurerthip worih about

® Mr. Hopkins, fccretary to the Duke of Grafion.
0200 /.
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9000 /. a-year, nor of the commiffioners of the re-
venue four of whom generally live in England; for
I think none of thefe are granted in reverfion. But
the jeft is, that I have known, upon occafion, fome
of thefe abfent officers as keen againft the intereft of
Ireland as if they had never been indebted to her
for a fingle groat.

I confefs I have been fometimes tempted to wifh,
that this projet of Wood might fucceed ; becaufe
I refleéted with fome pleafure, what a jolly crew it
would bring over amongus of lords, and *fquires, and
penfioners of both fexes, and officers civil and milita-
ry, where we thould live together as merry and foci-
ableasbeggars ; only with this one abatement, that we
fhould neither have meat to feed, nor manufaélures
to clothe us, unlefs we could be content to prance
about in coats of mail, or cat brafi as oftriches do
iron.

I return from this digreffion to that which gave
me occafion of making it « and I believe you are
now convinced, that if the parliament of Ireland
were as temptable asany other aflembly within a mile
of Chriftendom, (which God forbid) ; yet the ma-
nagers muft of neceflity fail for want of tools to
work with, But I will yet go one ftep farther, by
{uppofing, that a hundred new employments were
_ere(ted on purpofe to gratify compliers : yet fiill
an infuperable difficulty would remain, For ithap-
pens, I know not how, that money is neither Whig
nor 7ory, neither of town nor country party ; and
it is not improbable, that a gentleman would ra-
ther chule to live upon his own eftate, which brings
him gold and filver, than with the addition of an
employment, when his rents and falaries muft both
be paid in Wood’s brafs, at above eighty per cent.
difcount.

For thefe, and many other reafons, I am confi-
dent you need not be under the leaft apprehenfions
from the fudden expectation of the Lord Lieute-

Rant ¥,



L E4T TVE R+ TV 281

nant *, while we continue in our hearty difpofition,
to alter which no fuitable temptation can poflibly
be offered. And if, as I have often aflerted from
the beft authority, the /aw hath notleft a power in
the crown to force any money, except Sterling, up-
on the fubjeét; much lefs can the crown devolve
fuch a power upon another.

This I fpeak with the utmoft refpect to the per-
fon and dignity of his Excellency the Lord Carte-
ret, whofe charaéter was lately given me by a gen-
tleman that hath known him from his firft appear-
ance in the world ; that gentleman defcribes him
asa young man of great accomplifhments, excel-
lent learning, regular in his life, and of much fpi-
rit and vivacity. He hath fince, as I have heard,
been employed abroad ; was principal fecretary of
ftate: and is now about the thirty-feventh year of
his age appointed Lord Licutenant of Ireland. From
fuch a governor this kingdom may reafonably hope
for as much profperity as, under Jo many difcourage-
ments, it can be capable of receiving.

It is true indeed, that within the memory of
man there have been governors of fo much dexte-
rity, as to carry points of terrible confequences to
this kingdom by their power with thofe whs are in
office : and by their arts in managing or deluding o-
thers with caths, affability, and even with dinners.
If Wood’s brafs had in thofe times been upon the
anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive what me-
thods would have been taken. Depending perfons
would have been told in plain terms, that it wasa
¢ fervice expeéted from them under the pain of the
¢ public bufinefs being put into more complying
¢ hands.” Others would be allured by promifes.
To the country-gentlemen, befides good words, Bur-
gundy, and clafeting, it might perhaps have been
hinted, how *¢ kindly it would be taken to comply

* Lord Carteret, now Earl of Granville,
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¢ with a royal pateat, although it were not coms
« pulfory:” that if any inconveniencies enfued, it
might bz made up with other graces o7 favours bere-
after; that genticmen ought to confider, whether
it were prudent or fafe to difguft England: 'They
would be defired to ¢ think of fome good bills for
¢« encouraging of trade, and feiting the poor to
« work : fome further aéts again{t Popery, and
¢ for uniting Proteftants.” There would be fo-
lemn engagements, that we fhould never be irou-
bled with * above forty thoufand pounds in his
¢« coin, and all of the beft and weightieft {ort,
< for which we thall only give our manufactures in
¢« gxchange, and keep our gold and filver at home.
Perhaps « feafonable report of fome invafion would
bave been fpread in the moft proper jundture:
which is a great fmoother of rubs in public pro-
ceedings ; and we thould have been told, that ¢ this
 was no time to create differences, when the king-
¢ dom was in danger.”

Thefe, I fay, and the like methods, would in
corrupt times have been taken to let in this deluge
of brafs among us, And, I am confident, even
then would nat have fucceeded ; much lefs under
the adminiftration of fo excellent a perfon as the
Lord CaARTERET; and in a country where the
people of all ranks, parties, and denominations,
are convinced to a man, that the utter undoing of
themfelves and their pofterity for ever will be dat-
ed from the admiffion of that execrable ccin : that
if it once enters, it can be no more confined to a
fmall or woderate quantity, than a plague can be
confined to few families; aud that no equivalent
can be given by an earthly power, anymore than a
dead carcafe can be recovered to life by a cordial,

There is one comfortable circumftance in this u-
niverfal oppofition to Mr, Wood, that the people
{ent over hither from England to fill up our vacan-
cies, ecclefiaftical, civil, and military, ave all on our

fide.
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fide. Money, the great divider of the world, hath
by a ftrange revolution been the great uniter of a
moft divided people. 'Who would leave a hundred
pounds a-year in England (a country of freedom)
to be paid a thoufand in Ireland out of Wood’s ex-
chequer ? The- gentleman they have lately made
primate *, would never quit his feat in an Englifh
houfe of Lords, and his preferments at Oxford and
Briftol worth twelve hundred pounds a-year, for four
times the denomination here, but not half the va-
lue; therefore I expedt to hear he will be as good
an Irithman at leaft upon this one article as any of
his brethren, or even of zs, who have had the mis-
for to be born in this ifland. For thofe who, in
the common phrafe, do not come bither to learn the
language, would never change a better country for
a worfe, to receive brafs inftead of gold.

Another flander fpread by Wood and his emiffa-
ries, is, that by oppofing him we difcover an incli-
nation to fbake off your dependence upon the crown of
England. Pray obferve how important a perfon is
this fame William Wood ; and how the public weal
of two kingdoms is involved in his private intereft.
Firft, all thofe who refufeto take his coin are Pa-
pifis 3 for he tells us, that none but Papifts are affo-
ciated apainft him.  Secondly, they difpute the King’s
grersgative.  Thirdly, they are ripe for rebellion.
And, fourthly, they are going to fbake off the de-
pendence upon the crown of England; that is to fay,
they are going to thufe ansther king; for there can be
no other meaning in this expreflion, however fome
may pretend to firain it.

And this gives me an opportunity of explaining
to thofe who are ignorant, another point, which
hath often fivelled in my breaft. Thofe who come
over hither to us from England, and fome weaf
people among ourfelves, whenever in difcourfe we

* D:. Hugh Boulter,
No 2 make
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make mention of liberty and property, fhake their
heads, and tell us, that * Ireland is a depending
kingdom ; as if they would feem by this phrafe to
intend, that the people of Ireland are in fome ftate
of flavery or dependence different from thofe of
England ; whereas a depending kingdem is 2 modern
term of art, unknown, as I have heard, to all an-
cient civilians, and writers upon government; and
Ireland is, on the contrary, called in fome ftatutes
an imperial crown, as held only from God ; which
is as high a ftyle as any kingdom is capable of re-
ceiving. Therefore by this expreflion, a depending
kingdom, there no more to be underftood, than
that, by a ftatute made herein the thirty-third year
of Henry VIII. ¢ the King, and his fucceflors, are
¢ to be Kings imperial of this realm, as united
¢ and knit to the imperial crown of England.” I
have looked over all the Englifh and Irifth ftatutes
without finding any law that makes Ireland depend
upon England, any more than England doth upon
Ireland. We have indeed obliged ourfelves to have
the fame King with them ; and confequently they
are obliged to have the fame King with us. Yor the
law was made by our own parliament ; and our an-
ceftors then were not fuch fools (whatever they
were in the preceding reign) to bring themfelves
under I know not what dependence, which is now
talked of, without any ground of law, reafon, or
comman fenfe.

Let who ever think otherwife, I, M. B. drapier,
defire to be excepted : for I declare, next under
Gop I depend only on the King mySovereign, and
on the laws of my own country. And I am fo far
from depending upon the people of England, that
if they fhould ever rebel againft my Sovereign,
{which God forbid) I would be ready at the firft
command from his Majefty to take arms againft

¥ See the note at the end of this letter,
them,
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them, as fome of my countrymen did againft theirs
at Prefton. And if fuch a rebellion thould prove
fo fuccefsful as to fix the Pretender on the throne
of England, I would venture to trangrefs that fta-
tute fo far, as to lofe every drop of my blood to
hinder him from being King of Ireland *.

It is true indeed, that within the memory of man
the parliaments of England have fometimes afium-
cd the power of binding this kingdom by laws en-
alted there ; wherein they were at firft openly op-
pofed (as far as truth, reafon, and juftice are ca-
pable of oppofing) by the famous Mr. Molineux,
an Englifh gentlemanborn here, as well as by {eve-
ral of the greateft patriots and be/? Whigs in England ;
but the love and torrent of power prevailed. In-
deed the arguments on both fides were invincible.
For in reafon, all government without the confent
of the governed, is the very definition of flavery:
bug, in fadt, ¢“eleven men well armed will certain-
¢ ly fubdue one fingle man in his {hirt.” But I have
done : for thofe who have ufed power to cramp li-
berty, have gone fo far as to refent even the liberty
of complaining ; although a man upon the rack
was never known to be refufed theliberty of roaring
as loud as hethought fit.

And as we are apt to fink too much under un-
reafonable fears, {o we are too foon inclined to be
raifed by groundlefs hopes, according to the natuere
of all confumptive bedics like ours. Thus it hath
been-given about for {everal days paft, that fimebo-
dy in England empowered a fecond fomebody to write
to a third fomebody here to ailure us, that we fhould
no more be treubled with thefe balfpence. And this
is reported to be done by the fame perfon 4, who
is faid to have {worn fome meonths ago, thathe
would ram them down their throats, (though I doubt

# This paragraph gave great offence.  See letter 5,
4+ Mr, Walpele, afterwards Tarl of Orferd,
they
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they would ftick in our ftomachs) : but which ever
of thefe reports be true or falfe, it is no cou-
cern of ours.  For in this point we have nothing to
do with Englifh minifters : and [ fhould be forry
to leave it in their power to redrefs this grievance,
or to enforce it; for the report of the committee hath
given me a furfeit. The remedy is wholly in our
own hands; and therefore I have degrefled a little
in order to refrefth and continue that {pirit o fea-
fonably raifed among you : and to let you fee, that
by the laws of Gop, of WATURE, of NaTIONS,
and of your COUNTRY, you ARE, and OUGHT to
be as FREE a people as your brethren in England.

If the pamphlets publifhed at London by Wood
and his journeymen in defence of his caunfe were ne-
printed here,and that our countrymen could be per-
fuaded to read them, they could be perfuaded of
his wicked defign, more than all T thall ever beable
to fay. In fhort, I make him a perfect farnt in
comparifon of what he appears to be from the
writings of thofe whom he hires to juftify his pro-
je&. But he is fo far mafter of the field (et athers
puefs the reajon), that no London printer dare pub-
lith any paper written in favour of Ireland; and
here no body hath yet been fo bold asto publith
any thing in favsur of him.

There was, a few day ago, a pamphlet fent me
of near fifty pages written in favour of Mr. Wood
and his coinge, printed in London: it is not worth
anfwering, becaufe probably it will never be pub-
lifhed here. But it gave me occafion to reflect up-
on an unhappinefs we lic under, that the people of
England areucterly ignorantof our cafe ; which how-
ever is now under; fince it is a point they do not in
the leaft concern them{tlvesaboue, farther than per-
haps as a fubject of difcourfe in a coffechoufe when
they have nothing elfe to talk of. For I have rea-
fon to belicve, that no minifler ever gave himiclf
the trouble of reading any papers written in our

defence,
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7
defence, becaufe I fuppofe their opinisns are aleady
determined; and are formed wholly upon the re-
ports of Wood and his accomplices: clfe it would
be impofiible, that any man could have the impu
dence to write fuch a pamphlet as | have mien-
tioned. :

Our neighbours, whefe underflandings are juft up-
on a level with ours (which perhaps are none of the
brightefl), have a ftrong contempt for moft nations,
but efpecially for Ireland. They lock upon us as
a fort of favage Irifh, whom our anceftors con-
quered feveral hundred years ago. And if I {hould
defcribe the Britons to you as they were in Cefar’s
time, when they ¢ painted their bodies, or cloth-
¢ ed themfelves with the fkins of beafls,” I fhould
alt fully as reafonably as they do. However, they
are {o far to be excufed in relation to the prefent
{ubje&, that bearing only one fide of the caufe,
and having neither opportunity nor curiofity to
examine the other, they belicve a lie merely for
their eafe; and conclude, becaufe Mr. Wood pre-
tends to have power, he hath alfo reafon on his
fide.

Therefore, tolet you fee how this cafe is repre-

fented in England by Wood and his adherents, I
have thought it proper to extract out of that pam-
phlet a few of thole notorious falfchoods in point
of faé? and reafoning contained therein, the know-
ledge whereof will confirm my countrymen in their
own right fentiments, when they will fee, by com-
paring both, how much their enemies are in the
wrong.
Firlt, the writer pofitively afferts,  That
Wood’s halfpence were current among us for
{feveral months, with the univerfal approbation
of all people, without one fingle gainfayer; and
we all, to a man, thought ourfelves happy in
having them,”

i

-

(11
i<

(21

Secondly,

AL S e

i .
1
1




288 THE DRAPIER’s LETTERS.

Secondly, he affirms, ‘¢ That we were drawn in-
“ 10 a diflike of them only by fome cunning, evil-
¢ defigning men among us, who oppofed this pa-
patent of Wood to get another for themfelves.”
Thirdly, That ¢ thofe who moft declared at firft
“ againft Wood’s patent, were the very men who
intend to get another for their own advantage.”
Fourthly, That ¢ our parliament and privy
council, the Lord Mayor and aldermen of Dub-
lin, the grand juries and merchants, and in {hort
the whole kingdom, nay, the very dogs (as fe
expreffeth it), were fond of thofe halfpence, till
¢ they were inflamed by thofe few defigning per-
¢ fons aforefaid.”

Fifthly, he fays dire@ly, That ¢ all thofe who
oppoied the halfpence, were Papifts, and enemies
to King George.”

Thus far,Iam confident, the moft ignorantamong
you can fafely fwear from your own knowledge, that
the author is a moft notorious liar in every article;
the direét contrary being fo manifeft to the whole
kingdom, that, if occafion required, we might get
it confirmed under five hundred thoufand hands.

Sixthly, he would perfuade us, That ‘¢ if we
¢ fell five fhillings worth of our goods or manu-
¢ fadtures for two fhillings and fourpence worth
“ of copper, although the copper were melted
¢ down, and that we could get five fhillings in gold
¢ and filver for the faid goods; yet to take the
¢ faid two fhillings and four pence in copper would
¢ be greatly for our advantage.”

And, laftly, he makes us a very fair offer, as
impowered by Wood, That ¢ if we will take off
¢ two hundred thoufand pounds in his halfpence
¢ for our goods, and likewife pay him three per
¢ cent, intereft for thirty years for an hundred and
¢ twenty thoufand pounds (at which he computes
¢ the coinage above the intrinfic value of the cop-
¢ per) for the loan of his coin, he will after that
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* time give us good money for what halfpence will
¢ be then left.”

Let me place this offer in as clear a light as 1
can to fhew the infupportable villainy and impu-
dence of that incorrigible wretch. Firft, (fays he);
¢ I will fend twe hundred thoufand pounds of my
coin into your country : the copper I compute
% to be, in real value, eighty thoufand pounds, and
¢ I charge you with an hundred and twenty thou-
¢ fand pounds for the coinage ; fo that you fee, I
“ lend you an hundred and twenty thoufand
¢« pounds for thirty years; for which you ‘thall
¢ pay me three per cent, that is to {ay; three thou-
¢ fand fix hundred pounds per annum, -which
“ in thirty years will amount to an hundred
* and eight thoufand pounds. And when thefe
¢ thirty years are expired, return me my COppeEr;,
¢ and I will give you good money for it.”

This is the propofal made to us by Wood in that
pamphlet written by one of his commiffioners ; and
the auther is fuppofed to be the fame infamous
Coleby, one of his under-fwearers at the commit-
tee of council, who was tried for robbing the trea-
fury here, where he was an under-clerk.

By this propofal he will firft reccive two hundred
thoufand pounds, in goods or fterling, for as much
copper as he valucs at cighty thoufand pounds; but
in reality not worth thirty thoufand pounds, Se-
condly, he will recover for intereft an hundred and
eight thoufand pounds: and when our children
come thirty years hence to return his halfpence up-
on his executors, (for before that time he will be
probably gone to his own place), thofe executors
will very reafonably reject them as raps and coun-
terfeits, which they will be, and millions of them
of his own coinage.

Methinks I am fond of fuch a dealer as this, who
mends every day upon our hands like a Dutch
reckoning, whercin if you difpute the unreafon-

Voi. HL Qe ablencfs
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ablenfs and exorbitance of the bill, the landlord
{hall bring it up every time with new additions.

Although thefe and the like pamphlets publifhed
by Wood in London are altogether unknown here;,
where no body could read them without as much
indignation, as contempt would allow: yet I
thought it proper to give you a fpecimen how the
man employs his time, where he rides alone with-
out any body to contradit himj while our few
friends there wonder at our filence : and the Eng-
lifly in generaly if they think of this matter at all,
impute our refufal to wilfulnefs or difaffection,
juft as Wood and his hirelings are pleafed to re-
prefent.

Bur although our arguments are not {uffered to
be printed in England, yet the confequence will be
of little moment. Let Wood endeavour to per-
{uade the }Scople there, that we ought to receive
his coin; andlet me convince our people here, that
they ought to reject it under the pain of our utter
undoing ; and then let him do his beft and his
worlt.

Before I'conclude, T muft beg leave, in all hu-
mility, to tell Mr. Wood, that he is guilty of great
indifcretion by caufing fo honourable a name as
that of Mr. Walpole to be mentioned fo often and
in {fuch 2 manner upon this occafion A fhort
paper printed at Briftol, and reprinted here, re-
ports Mr. Wood to fay, that he ¢ wonders at
¢ the impudence and infolence of the Irith in re-
* ¢ fufing his coin, and ‘what, he will do when Mr,
¢ Walpole comes to town,” Where, by the way,
he is miftaken ; for it is the true Englifh people of
Treland who refufe it, although we take it for
granted, that the Irith will do {o too whenever they
arc afked. In another printed paper of his con-
triving it is roundly exprefied, that Mr. Walpole
will ¢ eram his brafs down our throats.” Some-
times it is given out that we muft ¢ either rake

tSitHele
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¢ thefe halfpence, or eat our brogues:” and in
another news-letter, but of yefterday, we read, that
the fame great man ‘¢ hath fivorn to maike us {wal-
¢ low his coin in fire-balls.”

This brings to my mind the kaown ftory of a
Scotchman, who receiving the fentence of death,
with all the circumftances of hanging, beheading,

uartering, embowelling, and the like, aiied out,
“ What need all this cockery?” And I think we
have reafon to afk the {ame queftion ; for, if we
believe Wood, here is a dinner getting ready for
us ; and you f{ee the bill of fare ; and I am forry
the drink was forgot ; which might ealy be fupplied
with melted lead and flaming pitch.

‘What vile words are thefe to put into the month
of a great counféllor, in high truft with his Ma-
jefty, and looked upon as a prime minifter ? If
Mr. Wood hath no better a manner of reprefent-

ing his patrons, when I come to be a great man he

{hall never be fuffered to attend at my levee. This
is not the ftile of a great minifter ; it favours too
much of the kettle and the furnace, and came en-
tirely out of Wood’s ferge.

As for the threat of making us eat our brogues,
we need not be in pain ; for it his coin fhould pafs,
that unpolite covering for the feet would no longer
be a national reproach ; becaufe then we ihould
have neither fhoe nor bregue left in the kingdem,
But here the falfehood of My, Wood is fairly de-
teCted ; for I am confident Mr. Walpole never
heard of a brogue in his whole life.

As to “ fwallowing thefe halfpence in fire-
¢ balls,” it is a ftory equally improhable. For, to
execute this operation, the whole fiock of Mr,
Wood's coin and metal muft be melted down,
and moulded into hollow balls and wild:fire, no
bigger than a reafonable throat may be able to
fwallow, Now, the metal he hath preparved, and
already coined, will amount to at leaft fifty mil-

Qo 2 lions
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lions of halfpence to be fiallowed by a million and
an half of people ; fo that, allowing two halfpence
to each ball, there will be about feventeen balls of
wildfire a-piece to be fwallowed by every perfon
in the kingdom ; and, to adminifter this dofe,
there cannot be conveniently fewer than fifty thou-
{fand operators, allowing one operator to every
thirty ; which, confidering the fqueamifhnefs of
fome ftomachs, and the peevithnefs of young chil-
dren, is but reafonable. Now, under correétion
of better judgments, I think the trouble and charge
of fuch an experiment would exceed the profit;
and therefore I take this report to be {fpurious, or,
at leaft, only a new {cheme of Mr. Wood him{elf’;
which, to make it pafs the better in Ireland, he
would father it upon a minifter of ftate.

But I will now demonfltrate, beyond all contra-
dition, that Mr. Walpole is againft this project of
Mr. Wood, and is an intire friend to Ireland, only
by this one invincible argument, that he has the
univerfal opiujon of being a wife man, an able mi-
nifter, and in all his proceedings purfuing the true
intereft of the King his mafter : and that as his
integrity is above all corruption, fo is his fortune
above all temptation, I reckon, therefore, we are
perfeéily fafe from that corner, and fhall never be
under the neceflity of contending with fo formidable
a power, but be left to poflefs our brogues and po-
tatoas in peace, as * ¢ remote from thunder as wg
$¢ are from Jupiter.” ‘

I am, my dear countrymen,
your loving fellow-fubject,
fellow-{ufferer, and
humble fervant,

Odtober 13. 1724, M. B.
¥ FProw! o Feve, precil a fulmine,

Upon
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Upon the arrival of Lord Carteret, {oon after
the publication of this letter, the paflagesfrom which
this note is referred to wercfelected as fufficient
grounds for profecution, and a proclamation was
publithed by his Excellency and council, offering 2
reward of three hundred pounds for difcovering the
author, Harding the printer was imprifoned, and
a bill of indiétment was ordered to be prepared a-
againft him: which gave occafion to the follow-
ing paper.

"
7

Seafonable
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Scafonable Avvice to the Granp Jury,
concerning the biil preparing againft the
PrinTeR of the preceding LETTER.

QINCE a Bill is preparing for the grand jury to
.3 find againft the printer of the Drapier’s laft
letter, there are feveral things maturely to be con-
fidered by thofe gentiemen before they determine
upon it.

Firft, They are to confider, that the author of
faid pamphlet did write three other difcourfes on
the fame fubjeét, which, inftead of being cenfured,
were univerfally approved by the whole nation,
and were allowed to have raifed and continued that
fpirit ameng us, which hath hitherto kept out
Wood’s coin 3 for all men will grant, that if thofe
pamphlets had not been written, his coin muft
have over-run the nation fome months ago.

Secondly, It is to be confidered, that this pam-
phlet, againft which a proclamation hath been iffu-
ed, is written by the {fame author ;. that nobedy e-
ver doubted the innocence and goodnefs of his de-
fign ; that he appears through the whole tenor of
it, to be a loyal fubje& to his Majefty, and devot-
ed to the houfe of Hanover, and declares himfelf
in a manner peculiarly zealous againft the Pretend-
er. And if {fuch a writer in four feveral treatifes
on fo nice a fubjedt, where a royal patent is con-
cerned, and where it was neceffary to fpeak of
England and of liberty, thould in one or two
places happen to let fall an inadvertent expreflion,
it would be hard to condemn him after all the
good he hath done, efpecially when we confider,
that he could have no peflible defign in view either

of
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of honour or profit, but purely the coon of his
COUNTRY,

Thirdly, It ought to be well confidered, whether
any one expreflion in the faid pamphlet be really
liable to a juft exception, much lefs to be found
¢« wicked, malicious, feditious, refle€ting upon his
¢ Majefty and his miniftry, &c.”

The two points in that pamphler, which it is faid
the profecutors intend chiefly to fix on, are, firlt
where the author mentions the penner of the King’s
anfwer. Firft, It is well known his Majefty is not
mafter of the 1 glifh tongue ; and therefore it is
neceffary that fome other Pu:‘ou fhould be ¢ nmlov
ed to pen what he hath to fay, or write in that lan-
guage. Sccendly, His I\Lmi ty’s anfwer is not in
the firft perfon, but in the third. It is not faid,
‘WE ARE CONCERNED, OR OUR ROYAL PREDE-
CESSORS ; but HIS ‘\ﬂ\jt“ I'Y is concerned, and his
ROYAL PREDECESSOR. By which itis plain, thefe
are properly not the words of his Majefty ; but
fuppofed to be taken from him, and tranfmitted
hither by one of his minifters. Thirdly, It will
be eafily feen, that the author of the pamphlet de-
Hvers his fentiments upon this -particular with the
utmoft caution and refpect, as any impartial reader
will obferve.

The fecond paragraph, which it is faid will be
taken notice of as a motive to find the bill, is what
the author fays of Ireland’s being a dependent
kin dom : he explains all the dependence he knows
of, which is a law made in Ireland, whereby it is
enadc(l, That “ whoever is King of England fhall
“ be King of Ireland.” Before this explana-
tion be condemned, and the bill found upon it, it
would be proper that fome lawyers fhould fully in-
form the jury what other law there is, either fta-
tute or common, for this dependency ; and if there
be no law, there is no tranfgrefiion.

The fourth thing very maturely to be confider-

ed
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ed by the jury, is, what influence their finding the
bill may have upon the kingdom : the people in
general finding no fault in the Drapier’s laft book,
any more than the three former; and therefore
when they hear it is condemned by a grand jury
of Dublin, they will conclude it is done in favour
of Wood’s coin ; they will think we of this town
have changed our minds, and intend to take thofe
halfpence, and therefore that it will be in vain for
them to ftand out : fo that the queftion comes to
this, which will be of the worft confequence ? to
let pafs one or two expreflions, at the worft only
unwary, in a bock written for the public fervice;
or to leave a free open paffage for Wood’s brafs
to over-run us, by which we fhall be undone for
ever.,

The fifth thing to be confidered is, That the
members of the grand jury being merchants and
principal thopkeepers, can have no fuitable temp-
tation offered them, as a recompenfe for the mit-
chicf they will do and fuffer, by letting in this coinj
nor can be at any lofs or danger by rejecting the
bill. They do not expect any employments in the
ftate, to make up in their own private advantages
by the deftrudtion of their country ; whereas thofs
who go about to advifc, entice, or threaten them
to find that bill, have great employments which
they have a mind to keep, or to get greater; as it
was likewife the cafe of all thofe who figned the
proclamation to have the author profecuted. And
therefore it is known, that his Grace the Lord
Archbifhop of Dublin, fo renowned for his picty,
and wifdom, and love of his country, abfolutely
refufed to condemn the book or the author.

Laftly, It ought to be confidered, what confe-
quence the finding the bill may have upon a poor
man, perfe@ly innocent ; I mean the printer. A
lawyer may pick out expreflions, and make them
liable to exception, where no other man is able to

find
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find any. But how can it be fuppofed that an ig-
norant printer can be fuch a critic 2 He knew the
author’s defign was honeft, and approved by the
whole kingdom : he advifed with friends, who told
him there was no harm in the book, and he
could fee none himfelf : it was {ent him in an un-
known hand ; but the fame in which he received
the three former. He and his wife have offered to
take their oaths, that they know not the author.
And therefore to find a bill, that may bring punifh-
ment upon the innocent, will appear very hard, to
fay no worfe. TFor it will be impoflible to find the
author, unlefs he will ‘pleafe to difcover himfelf ;
although I wonder he ever concealed his name :
but I {fuppofe, what he did at firft out of modefty,
he continucs to do out of prudence. God proedt
us.and him,

I will conclude all with a fable afcribed to Demo-
fthenes : He had ferved the people of Athens with
great fidelity in the ftation of an srator ; when upon
a certain occafion apprehending to be delivered over
to his enemies, he told the Athenians, his couniry-
men, the following ftory. Once upon a time the
wolves defired a league with the fheep, upon this
condition ; that the caufe of firife might be taken
away, which was the fhepherds and maftifls : this
being granted, the wolves without all fear made
havock of the theep.

November 11, 1724,

~ ey

Copizs of this paper were diftributed to every
perfon of the grand jury the evening before the
bill was to be exhibited ; who, probably for the
reafons contained in it, refufed to find the bill;
upon which the Lord Ch ief Juftice Whitthed, who
had prefided at a former profecution of the Dean’s

Mol Pp printer,
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printer ¥, difcharged them in arage. The follow-
ing extraét was {oon after publifhed, to fhew the
illegality of this proceeding; and the next grand
jury that was empannelled made the fubfequent
prefentment againft all the abettors of Wood's pro-
ject. See Letter to Lord Molefworth, p. 302. of
this volume.

* See the firflt note prefixed to the propofal for the fole ufe of
Irith manufactures, in ihis volume.
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An extra&t from a book, intitled, Au exaf?
collection of the debates of the boufe of Com-
mons, beld at Weftminfler, OCF. 21. 1680,
P EO.

RESOLIUTIONS of ihe Houle oFaomkoniia
England, Nov. 13. 1680.

ASEveral perfons being examined about the difmiff-
ing a grand jury in Middlefex, the houfe came
to the following refolutions :

Refolved, That the difcharging of a grand jury
by any judge, before the end of the term, aflizes,
or feflions, while matters are under their confide-
ration; and not prefented, is arbitrary, illegal, de~
firudtive to public juftice, a manifeflt violation of
his oath, and is a means to fubvere the fundamen-
tal laws of this kingdom.

Refolved, That a committec be appointed to exa-
mine the proceedings of the judges in Weeftminfler-
ball; and report the fame, with thelr opinion heres
in, to this houfe, :

Lord
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Lord Chief Juftice Whitfhed, for his condu&t, deferved to have
been impeached by the houfe of Commons ; becaule the diffolving of
a grapd |

fions, while matters are under their confideration, and not prefenteds
is arbitrary, illegal, defiru€ive to public juflice, a manifeft violation
of his vath, and is a means to fubvert the fundamental laws of the
sealm. But as the houfe of Commons forbore to execute their ven-
geance upon the Chief Juftice, Swift feized upon him as a prey;
Jathed him, and worried him outof 2ll bis patience, by many farcaftic
epigrams, [quibs, and other fevere reflections upon his unworthy de-
meanor, until at lat he became odious and ridiculous to the whole
kingdom. Neither cculd his death, which happened foon after, ap-
peafe the vengeance of theincenfed patriot. For Swift, refolving to
make him an example to zll futiire ages, puifued himinto the regions
of the dead, znd coupled him with Anytus the accufer of Socratess
Such indeed was at laft the facrifice that poor unfortunate Whitfhed
became unto the refentment of Dr. Swift.- ----- See Swift’s poems
concerning Whitfhed ; alfo, A fbort wieww of Ireland 5 and, An anfwer
b0 w perkorial,  See alfo Tée [ife ard charafier of Dr, Swift. D, Swifks
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The PRESENTMENT of the Grawnp
Jury of the county of the city of Dublin.

"VVHcrens feveral great quantities of bafe metal

coined, commonly called Wood’s halfpence,
have been brought into the port of Dublin, and
lodged in feveral houfes of this city, with an inten-
tion to make them pafs clandeftinely among his
Majefty’s {fubjedts of this kingdom ; notwithitand-
ing the addrefles of both houfes of parliament, and
the privy council, and the declarations of moft of
the corporations of this city againft the faid coin :
and whereas his Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed
to leave his loyal fubjeéts of this kingdom at liber-
ty to take or refufe the faid halfpence :

We the grand jury of the county of the city of
Dublin, this Michaelmas term 172.}, having entire-
ly at heart his Majefty’s intereft, and the welfare
of our county, and being thoroughly fenfible of
the great difcouragements which trade hath fuffer-
ed by the apprehenfions of the faid coin, whereof
we have already felt the difmal effeéts; and that
the currency thereof will inevitably tend to the
great diminution of his Majefty’s revenue, and the
ruin of us and our pofterity, do prefent all fuch
perfons as have attempted, or fhall endeavour by
fraud, or otherwife to impofe the faid halfpencc
upon us, contrary to his Majefty’s moft gracious
intentions, as enemies to his Majefty’s government,
and to the fafety, peace, and welfare of all his Ma-
jefty’s fubjects of this kingdom ; whofe affeétions
have been fo eminently dlﬁmgm{hcd by their zeal
to his illuftrious family before his happy acceflion
to the throne, and by their continued loyalty ever
fince.

As
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As we do, with all juft gratitude, ;*\ckncn\'lcdg_c
the fervices of all fuch patriots as h n'c been emi-
nently zealous for the intereft of his Majefty and
this country, in deteting the fraudulent impofition
of the faid W ‘ood, and preventing the p::hmg his
bafe coin; {fo we do, at the fame time, declare our
abhorrence and deteftation of all refleftions on his
Majefty and his government ; and that we are rea-
dy with our lives and fortunes to defend his moit
facred Majefty againft the pretender, and all his
Majefty’s open and fecret enemies both at home
and abroad.

Given under our hands at the grand-jury chamber,
this 28th of November 1724,

George Forbes David Tew,

W 1111.{:‘11 Empiou, Thomas How,
Nathaniel Pearfon, John Jones,
Jofeph Nuttall, James Brown,
William Adfton, Charles Lyndon,
Stearn Tighe, Jerom Bredin,
Richard Walker, John Sican,
Edmond French, Anthony Brunton,
John Vereilles, Thomas Gaven,
Philip Pearfon, Daniel Elwood,
Thomas Robins, John Brunet.

Richard Dawf{on,

The preceding paper was publifhed abouta month
after the plocl umation was iffued, od‘umg a reward
of 300 . for the difcovering the .11.1{1101 of the Dra-
pier’s fourth letter.

A LET-
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To the Right Honourable
The Lord Vifcount MOLESWORTH.
Written in the Year 1724.

They compaffed me about alfs with words of deceit, and
fought againft me without a caufe.

For my love they are my adverfaries; but I give my<
felf unto prayer.

And they have rewarded me evil for geed, and hatred
for my love, Pfal, cix. 3, 4, 5.

Seck not to be judge, being not able to take away ini-
quity ; left at any time thou fear ihe perfon of the
mighty, and lay a flumbling-block in the way of thy
uprightnefs.

Offend not againft the multitude of a city, and then
thou fhalt not caft thyfelf down among the people.
Bind not one fin upon another, for in one thou fbalt not

be unpunifbed. Ecclus vii. 6, 7, 8.

Non jam prima peto Mneftheus, neque vincere certo : .
Quanquam Q! fed fuperent quibus hoc, Neptune, dediftis

DirecTIiONs to the PRINTER.

Mr. Harpixng,
WTHEN I fent you my former papers, I cannos
fay I intended you cither good or hurt; and
yet you have happened through my means to re-
ceive both., I pray God deliver you from any mor%
0
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of the latter, and increafe the former. Your trade,
particularly in this kingdom, is of all others the
molt unfortunately circumftantidted ; for, as you
deal in the moft worthlefs kind of trath, the penny-
productions of pennylefs fcriblers; fo you often
venture your liberty, and fometimes your lives, for
the purchafe of half a crown; and, by your own
ignorance, are punifhed for other mens adtions,

I am afraid, you in particular think you have
reafon to complain of me, for your own and your
wife’s confinement in prifon, to your great ex-
penfe, as well as hardfhip; and for a profecution
itill impending, DBut I will tell you, Mr. Harding,
how that matter ftands. Since the prefs hath lain
under fo ftri¢t an infpection, thofe who have a
mind to inform the world, are become fo cautious
as to keep themfelves, if pofiible, out of the way
of danger. My cuftom therefore is to diftate to a
prentice, who can write in a feigned hand ; and
what is written we fend to your houfe by a black-
guard boy. DBut, at the fame time, I do affure
you upon my reputation, that I never did {fend you
any thing for which I thought you could poflibly
be called to an account. And you will be my wit-
nefs, that I always defired you, by a letter, to take
fome good advice before you ventured to print;
becaufe I knew the dexterity of dealers in th
at finding out fomething to faften en, where no e-
vil is meant. I am told indeed, that you did ac-
cordingly confult feveral very able perfons, and e-
ven fome who afterwards appeared againft you: to
which I can only anfwer, that you muft either
change your advifers, or determine to print no-
thing that comes from a drapier.,

I defire you will fend the inclofed letter direfted
to my Lord Vifcount Molefworth, at his houfe in
ferackdenftown, near Swords : but I would have it
But printed for the convenience of his Lordfhip’s
reading 3 becaufe this counterfeit hand of my pren-

tice

2 law
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tice is not very legible. And, if you think fit to
publifh it, I would have you firft get it read over
by fome notable lawyer : T am affured you will find
enough of them, who are friends to the drapicr,
and will do it without a fee ; which, I am afraid,
you can ill afford after all your expenfes. Tor al-
though I have taken fo much care, that I think it
impoflible to find a topic out of the following pa-
pers for fending you again to prifon, yet I will not
venture to b‘: )’f)Lll‘ guzu‘ﬂntcc. '

'This enfuing letter contains only a fhort account
of myfelf, and an humble-apology for my former
pamphlets, efpecially the laft ; with little mention
of Mr. Wood or his halfpence ; becanfe I have al-
ready faid enough upon that fubject, until occafion
fhall be given for new fears; and, in that cale, you
may perhaps hear from me again.

Iam,
From my [fhop in your friend
St. Francis-jfireet, " and fervant,
Dec. 14, 1724. M. B,

P. S. For want of intercourfe between you and
me, which I never will fuffer *, your people are apt
to make very grofs errors in the prefs, which I de-
fire you will provide againft.

% The copies were always fant to the prefs by fome obfeure mef-
fenger, who never knew the perfon from whom he received them,
but them in at a window, The amanuerfis only was tiufled,
om about two years after the author gave an employment of
40 o a year as areward for bis fidelity, Dub, edit,

To



S

sAOvERA\ BN e AN RN N NN
To the Right Honourable

The Lord Viscoun T MOLESWORTH,

At his houfe at Brackdenftown, near Swords.

My Lowrp,

Reflet too late on the maxim of common ob-

{ervers, That thofe who meddle in matters out
of their calling, will have reafon to repent; which
is now verified in me : for, by engaging in the trade
of awriter, Ihave drawn upon myfelf the difplea-
fure of the government, fignified by a proclama-
tion promifing a reward of three hundred pounds
to the firft faithful fubjeét who fhall be able and
inclined to inform againft me; to which I may
add, the laudable zeal and induftry of my Lord
Chief Juftice Whitthed, in his endeavours to dif-
cover fo dangerous a perfon. Therefore, whether
I repent or no, I have certainly caufe to do fo ; and
the common obfervation ftill ftands good.

It will fometimes happen, I know not how, in
the courfe of human affairs, that a man fhall be
made liable to legal animadverfions, where he hath
nothing to anfwer for cither to God or his coun-
try ; and condemned at ‘Wefiminfter-hall, for what
he will never be charged with at the day of judge-
ment.

After firidtly examining my own heart, and con-
fulting fome divines of great reputation, I cannot
accufe myfelf of any * © malice or wickednefs a-

* Articles mentioned in the indi@ment and preclamation.

Vo, III, Q. q « gainft
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““ againft the public ; of any dcfigns to fow {edi-
¢ gion; of refleéting on theking and his minifters ;
Eror of endeavouring to alienate the affections of
¢ the people of this kmg,clum from thofe of Eng-
¢ land.” Al T can charge myfeif with, is a weak
attempt to ferve a nation in danger of deftruétion
by a moft wicked and malicious projector, without
waiting until T were called to its afiiftance.  Which
attempt, however it may perhaps give me the title
of pragmatical and overweening, will never lie a bur-
den upon my confeience. God knows whether I
may not, with all my caution, have already run
my{elf into a fecond danger, by offering thus much
in my own vindication, For I have heard of
judgs, who, upon the criminal’s appeal to the
Llrcadfui day of judgment, told him he had incur-
ted a premunire for appmllm_, to a foreign jurifdic-
tion : and of another in Wales, who iwue]y check-
ed the prifoner for offering the fame plea ; taxing
him with 1‘Lﬂcctmg on the court by fuch a compari-
fon ; becanfe compdrifons were o odious.

But, in order to make fome excufe for being
more {peculative than others of my condition, I de-
fire your Lordfhip’s pardon, while I am doing a
very foolifh thing ; which is to give you fome little
account of myﬁ]t.

I was bred at a free {chool, where I acquired
fome little knowledge in the Latin tongue, I{erved
my apprenticethip in Londoen, and there {fet up for
myfelf with good fuccefs ; until by the death of
fome friends, and misfortunes of others, I return-
ed into this kingdom; and began to employ my
thoughts in cultivating the woollen manufature
through all its branches ; wherein I met with great
-difcouragement, and powerful oppofers, whofe ob-
jections '1pp*‘arcd to me very ftrange and fingular.

-They argued, that the pLoplc of England would be
oﬂemlm, if our manufactures were b:onght to e-
qual theirs : and even fome of* the weaving trade

. were
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wwere my enemies ; which I could not but look up-
on as abfurd and unnatural. I remember your
L ordfhip at that time did me the h(muur to come

to my thop, where I {hewed you * a picce of black
Aml white ftuff juit fent from the d\u which you
were pleafed to approve of, and be my cuftomer
tor.

However, I was fo mortified, that I refolved fo
the furure to fit quietly in my fhop, and deal in
common goods, like the reft of my brethren; un-
til it happened fome months ago, confidering with
myfelf, that the lower or poorer {fort of people
wanted a plain firong coarfe ftuff to defend them
inft cold eafterly winds, which then blew very
fierce and blafting for a long iime together; T con-
trived one on purpofe, which fold very well all o-
ver the kingdom, and preferved many thoufands
rom agues. 1 then made a * fecond and a third
kind of ftuffs for the gentry, with the fame fuccefs ;
infomuch that an ague hath hardly been heard oi
for lome time.

This incited me {o far, that T ventured upon a
4 fourth piece made of the beft Irith wool I could
get; and I thought it grave and rich enoungh to be
worn by the beft Toxd or judge of the land.” But of
Jate fome great folks complain, as I hear, that when
they had it on, they felt a {h .d\.v;mg in their limbs,
and have thrown it off in a rage ; curfing to hell the
poor drapier, who invented 1t fo that I am deter-
mined never to work for perfons of qu ality again ;
except for your Lordihip and a very tew more.

dﬂm'u your Lordfhip, upon the “word of an ho-

m‘l't citizen, that I am not richer, by the value of
one of Mr. Wood’s halfpence, with the fale of all
the feveral ftuffs I have contrived : for I give the

* By this is meant, the Prop
Faciures,
~ * Thec
+ The for

al for the univerfal ufe of Irifb manu-

icr’s firlt three letters.
th letter, zgainft which the proclamation was ifTued.

Q.q 2 whole
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whole profit to the dyers and preffersi. And
therefore I hope you will pleafe to believe, that no
other motive, befides the love of my country, could
engage me to bufy my head and hands to the lofs of
my time, and the gain of nothing but vexation and
ill-will,

I have now in hand one piece of ftuff to be woven
on purpofe for your Lordthip; although I might
be athamed to offer it to you, after I have confefi-
ed, that it will be made only from the |} fhreds and
remnants of the wool employed in the former.
However, I fhall work it up as well as I can; and,
at worft, you need only give it among your te-
nants.

I am very {enfible, how ill your Lordihip is like
to be entertained with the pedantry of a drapier in
the terms of his own trade. How will the matter
be mended, when you find me entering again, al-
though very {paringly, into an affair of ftate? for
{fuch is now grown the controverfy with Mr. Wood,
if fome great lawyers are to be credited, And as
it often happens at play, that men begin with far-
things, and go on to gold, till fome of them lofe
their eftates, and die in jail; {o it may pofiibly fall
out in my cafe, that by playing too leng with Mr.
Wood’s halfpence, I may be drawn in to pay a fine
double to the reward for betraying me ; be fent to
prifon, and #not delivered thence until I fhall have paid
the uttermaft farthing.

There are, my Lord, three forts of perfons,
with whom I am refolved never to difpute ; a high-
wayman with a piftol at my breaft; a troop of dra-
goons, who come to plunder my houfe ; and a man
of the law, who can make a merit of accufing me.
In each of thefe cafes, which are almoft the fame,
the beft method is to keep out of the way; andthe
next beft is, to deliver your money, furrender your
houfe, and confefs nothing,

1 Printers. I Meaning the prefent letter,
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I am told, that the two points in my laft letter,
from which an occafion of offence hath been taken,
are, where I mention his Majefty’s anfwer to the
addrefs of the houfe of Lords upon Mr. Wood’s
patent ; and where I difcourfe upon Ireland being
a dependent kingdom.  As to the former I can on-
ly fay, that I have treated it with the utmoft refpedt
and caution; and I thought it neceflary to fhew
where Wood’s patent differed in many effential
parts from all others that ever had been granted ;
becaufe the contray had, for want of due informa-
tion, been fo ftrongly and fo largely aflerted, As
to the other, of Ireland’s dependency : I confefs to
have often heard it mentioned, but was never able
to underftand what it meant. This gave me the cu-
rviofity to inquire among feveral eminent lawyers,
who profefled they knew nothing of the matter. 1]
then turned over all the ftatutes of both kingdoms
without the leaft information, further than an Irith
act that I quoted, of the 33d of Henry VIII. unit-
ing Ireland to England under one King. 1 cannot
fay, I was forry to be difappointed in my fearch,
becaufe it is certain, I could be contented to de-
pend only upon God and my prince, and the laws
of my own country, after the manner of other na-
tions, DBut fince my betters are of a different opi-
nion, and defire further dependencies, I ihall out-
wardly fubmit ; yet ftill infifting in my own heart
upon the exception I made of M. B. drapier. In-
deed that hint was borrowed from an idle ftory I
had heard in kngland, which perhaps may be com-
mon and beaten; but becaufe it infinnates neither
treafon nor {fedition, I will juft barely relate it.

Some hundred yearsago, when the Peers were fo
great that the Commons were looked upon as little
better than their dependents, a bill was brought in
for making fome new additions to the power and
privileges of the peerage. After it was read, one
Mr, Drue, a member of the houfe ftood up, and
g {aid;

e ko e
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faid, he very much approved the bill, and would
give his vote to have it pafs ; but however, for fome
reafons beft known to himfelf, he defired that a
claufe might be inferted for excepting he family of
the Drues, The oddnefs of the propofition taught
others to refleét a litde; and the bill was thrown
out,

Whether I were miftaken, or went too far in exa-
mining the dependency, muit be left to the impar-
tial judgment of the world, aswell as to the courts
of judicature; although indeed not in {o effeétual
and decifive 2 manner, But to affirm, as I hear
fume do, in order to countenance a fearful and
fervile fpirit, that this point did not belong to my
fubject, is a falfe and foolifh objeCtion. There
were feveral fcandalous reports induftrioufly fpread
by Wood and his accomplices, to difcourage all op-
pofition againft his infamous projeét, They gave
it out, that we were prepared for a rebellion; that
we difputed the King’s prerogative, and were {hak-
ing off our dependency. ‘The firft went {o far, and
obtained fo much belicf againit the moft vifible de-
monftrations to the contrary, that a great perfon of
this kingdom, now in England, fent over fuch an
account of it to his friends, as would make any
good fubje&t both grieve and tremble. I thought
it therefore neceffary to treat that calamny as it de-
ferved. Then I proved by an invincible argument,
that we could have no intention to difpute his Maje-
fty’s prerogative ; becanfe the prerogative was not
concerned in the queftion ; the civilians and lawyers
of all nations agreeing, that cepper is not naney.
And laftly, to clear us from theimputation of fhaking
off our dependency, 1 thewed wherein I thoughe,
and fhall ever think, this dependency confifted ;
and cited the ftatute above mentioned made in Ire-
land’; by which it is enadted, that “ whoeveris
¢ King of England, {hall be King of Ireland ;”* and
that the two kingdoms fhall be ¢ for ever knit to-

¢ aethes
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¢ gether under one King,” This, as I coficcived,
did wholly acquit us of intending to break our de-
pendency ; becaufe it was altogether out of our
power : for furely no King of Lngland will ever
confent to the repeal of this ftatute,

But upon this article [ am charged with a heayier
accufation It isfaid I went too far, when I decla-
red, ° thatif ever the prc.trn;l er thould come to be
< h\cd upon the throne of England (which God
¢ forbid), Iwould fo far venture to tran fgrefs this

ftatute, that I would lofe [lu 1.'.1‘( imp of my
‘¢ blood, before I would fubmit to him as King of
Ireland.”

This I hear on all fides is the ftrongeft and
weightieft objettion againft me; and which hath
given the moft offence ; that I fhould

declare againft a dire¢t ftatute ; and that any mo-
tive, how l'rrong' {oever, could make me reje& a
king, whom England Plou d receive. Now, if in
\lLftUdll]U mv!dt from this accufation I thou!d free-
Iy conﬂfb, that I went foo far; that the expreflion
was very indifcreet, alt hounh occafioned by my u.=i
tor his prefent Majefty, and his Proteftant line in
the houfe of Hanover; that I fhall be careful never
to offend again in the like kind ; and that I hope
this free acknowledgement and {orrow for my er-
ror will be fome atonement, and a little foften the
hearts of my powerful adverfaries: I fay, if I
thould offer fuch a defence as this, I do not (Inuht
but fome people would wreft it to an ill meaning by
ipiteful interpretation. And therefore, fince I can-
not think of any other anfwer, which-that para-
graph can admit, I will leave it to the mercy of e-
every candid reader ; butftill withcut recanting my
own opinion,

I will now venture to tell your Lordfhip a fecret,
wherein I fear you are too dzeply concerned.  You
wili therefore pleafe to know, that this habit of
writing and difcourfing, wherein I unfortunately

v F)
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differ from almoft the whole kingdom, and am apt
to grate the cars of more than I could wifh, was
acquired during my apprenticefhip in London, and
and a long refidence there after I had fet up for my-
felf. Upon my return and fertlement here, 1 thought
I had only changed one country of freedom for
another. I had been long converfing with the wri-
tings of your Lordthip *, Mr, Locke, Mr, Moli-
neux, Colonel Sidney, and other dangerous au-
thors, who talk of ** liberty asa blefling, to which
« the whole race of mankind hath an original title;
¢ whereof nothing hut unlawful force can diveft
¢ them.” T knew a great deal of the feveral Go-
thic inftitutions in Europe ; and by what incidents
and events they came to be deftroyed : and I ever
thought it the moft uncontrolled and univerfally a-
greed maxim, ‘¢ That freedom confifts in a people’s
¢ being governed by laws made with their own con-
¢ fent; and flavery in the contrary.” I have been
likewife told, and believe it to be true, that liberty and
property are words of known ufe and fignification
in this kingdom ; and the very lawyers pretend to
underftand, and have them often in their mouths.
Thefe were the errors which have mifled me, and
to which alone I muft impute the fevere treatment
1 have received. But I fhall in time grow wifer,
and learn to confider my driver, the road I am in,
and with whom I am yoked. This I will venture to
fay, that the boldeft and moft obnoxious words [
ever delivered, would in England have only expo-
fed me as a ftupid fool, who went to prove that the
fun fbone in a clear fummer’s day : and I have wit-
sefies ready 1o depofe, that your Lordfhip hath
faid and writ fifty times worfe; and what is ftill an
aggravation, with infinitely more wit and learning,
and ftronger arguments : fo that, as politicks run,

* e rublithed a book in the reign of William IIT, intizI8d, Tée
fare of Demark, with a large preface. Huwckef,



BN TVRE R SV, 313

1 do not know a perfon of more exceptionable prin-
tiples than yourfelf : and if ever I {hall be difcover-
ed, I think you will be bound in honour to pay my
fine, and fupport me in prifon; orelfe I may chance
to inform againft you by way of reprifal.

In the mean time I beg your Lordihip to receive
my confeflion; that if there be any fuch a thing
as a dependency of Ireland upon England, other=
wile than as I have explained it, either by the law
of God, of nature, of reafon, of nations, or of
the land, (which I fhall die rather than grant), then
was the proclamation againft me the moft merciful
that ever was put out ; and inftead of accufing
me as malicious, wicked, and feditious, it might have
been direétly as guilty of high-treafon.

AT defire is, that the caufe of my country a-
gainft Mr. Wood may not fuffer by any inadverten-
cy of mine. Whether Ireland depends upon Eng
land, or only upen God, the king, and thelaw ; I
hope no man will aflert, that it depends upon Mr,
Wood. Ifhould be heartily forry, that this com-
mendable {pirit againft me fhou!d accidentally (and
what, I hope, was never intended) firike a damp
upon that {pirit in all ranks and corporations of
men againft the defperate and ruinous defign of Mr.
Wood., Let my countrymen blot out thofe parts
in my laft letter, which they diflike; and let no ruft
remain on my {fword to cure the wounds Lhave given
to our moft mortal enemy. When Sir Charles Sidley
was taking the oaths, where feveral things were to
be rerounced, he faid, he loved renouncing ; afk-
ed if any more were to be renounced; for he
was ready to renounce as much as they pleafed.
Although I am nor {o thorough a renouncer, yet
let me have but gonod city fecurity againft this pefii-
lent coinage, and I fhall be ready, not only to re-
nounce every {yllable in all my four letters, but to
deliver them chearfully with my own hands into
thofe of the common hangman to be burnt with no

Vor. III. Rr better
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better company than the coiner’s effigics, if an#
part of it hath efcaped out of the fecular hands of
my faithful friends, the common people.

But, whatever the fentimentsof fome people may
be, I think it is agreed, that may of thofe who fub-
foribed againit me, are on the fide of a vaft majo-
rity in the kingdom,. who oppofed Mr. Wood * ;
and it was with' great fatisfaction, that I obferved
fome fight horourable names very amicably joined
iwith my own at'the bottom of a ftrong declaration
againft him and his coin. But if the admiffion of
it among us be already determined, the worthy
perfon who is to betray me, ought in prudence to
do it with all convenient fpeed; or elfe it may be
difficult to find three lundred pounds Sterling
for the difcharge of his hire, when the pu-
blic {hall have loft five hundred thoufand, if there
be {fo much in the nation ; befides four fifths of its
annual income for ever.

I am told by lawyers, that in quarrels between
man and man it is of much weight, which of them
gave the firft provocation, or ftruck the firft blow.
It is manifeft that Mr, Wood hath done both : and
therefore I {hould humbly propofe to have him firft
hanged and his drofs thrown into the fea : after
which the drapier will be ready to ftand his trial.
It muft needs be that offences come, but wo un-
* to him by whom the offence cometh. If Mr.
Wood hid held his hand, every body elfe weuld
have held their tongues; and then there would

* As the Drapier’s letters were writtén exprefsly againft 'Wood's
halfpence, it might well be imagined that a proclamation againft the
author wotld prodice an opinion, that to oppufe Wood’s halfpence
was illegal; and fubjectedthe party to pains and penalties : to prevent
{o fatal a miftake, it-is-here remarked, that many of thofe who fub-
feribed the praclamation, ‘were yet (trénuous oppofrs of Wood’s pro-
jec. This diftintion is yet more explicit in the letter to Lord Mid-
dlcton, ‘whith was written foon after the fourth letter, and intended
to be the fitth, ‘though for{fome teafons def¢rréd.-----= -8¢e the letter
to Lord Middleton, and the note prefixed. Hasvkef,

have
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%ave been little need of pamphlets, juries, or pro-
clamations upon this occafion. The provocation
muft needs have been very great, which could fiir
up an oblcure, indolent drapier to become an au-
thor. One would almoft think, the very ftones in
the ftreet would rife up in fuch a caufe: and I
am not fure they will not do fo againft Mr. Wood,
if ever he comes within their reach. It is a known
{tory of the dumb boy, whofe tongue forced a paf-
fage for fpeech by the horror of {ceing a dagger at
his father’s throat. This may leflen the wonder,
that a tredefman hid in privacy and filence thould
cry out, when the lifeand being of his political mo-
ther are attempted hefose his face, and by fo infa-
-mous a wretch, :

But in the mean time Mr. Wood the defiroyer
of a kingdom walks about in triumph, (unlefs it be
rrue, that he is in jail for debt), while he who en--
deavoured to aflert the liberty of his country is
forced to hide his head for occafionally dealingina
matter of controverfy. However, I am’ not the
firft, who hath been condemned to death for gain-
ing a great vitory over a powerful enemy by dif-
obeying for once the firict orders of military dif
cipline,

I am now refolved to follow (after the ufugl
proceeding of mankind, becauft it is' too late) the
advice given me by a certain dean *.  He {hewed
the miftake I was in, of trufting to the general
good-will of the people ; that I had fucceeded hi-
therto better than could be expefted; but that
fome unfortunate circumftantial lapfe would pro-
hably bring me within the reach of power : that m
good intentions would be no fecurity againft thofe
who watched every motion of my pen in the bitter-
nefs of my foul. He produced an inftance of 2
perfon as innocent, as difinterefted, and as well-

* The author is fuppofed to mean himfelf, !
2 meaning
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meaning as myfelf ; who had written 1 a very fea-
fonable and inoffenfive treatife, exhorting the peo-
ple of this kingdom to wear their own manufac-
tures ; for which however the printer was profe-
cuted with the utmoftt virulence ; the juy fent back
nine times; and the man given up to the mercy
of the court, The dean further obfcrved, that I
was in a manner left alone to ftand the battle;
-while others, who had ten thoufand times better
talents than a drapier, were fo prudent as to lie
ftill; and perhaps thought it no unpleafant amufe-
ment to look on with fafety, while another was
giving them diverfion at the hazard of his liberty
and fortune ; and thought theymade a fufficient re-
compence by a little applaufe : whereupon he con-
cluded with a {hort ftory of a Jew at Madrid ; who
being condemned to the fire on account of his re-
ligion, a croud of {choolboys following him to the
ftake, and apprehending they might lofé their fport
if he fhould happen to recant, would often clap
him on the back, and cry, Sta firme Moyfe, (Mofes
continue fledfaft.) ;

I allow this gentleman’s advice to have been very
good, and his obfervations juft; and in one re-
fpect my condition is worfe than that of the Jew :
for ¢ no recantation will fave me.” However, it
fhould feem by fome late proceedings, that my ftate
is not altogether deplorable. This I can impute to
nothing but the fteadinefs of two impartial grand
juries ; which hath confirmed in me an opinion I
have long entertained ; that, as philofophers fay,
virtue is feated in the middle ; {o, in another fenfe,
the little virtue left in the world is chiefly to be
found among the middle rank of mankind, who
are neither allured out of her paths by ambition,
nor driven by poverty.

+ The author means himfelf again ; in the difcourfe advifing the
people of Ireland to wear their own manufactures.

Since
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Since the proclamation occafioned by my lalt
letter, and a due preparation for proceeding a-
gainft me in a court of juftice, there have been two
printed papers clandeftinely {pread about; whereof
no man is able to trace the original, further than
by conjeéture ; which with its ufual charity, lays
them to my account. The former is intitled, Sea-
Jonable advice; and appears to have been intended
for information of the grand jury, upon the fup-
pofition of a bill to be prepared againft that letter.
The other is an extrat from a printed book of par-
liamentary proceedings, in the year 1680 ; con-
taining an angry refolution of the houfe of
Commons in England againft  diffolving. grand
juries, As to.the former, your Lordihips will
find it to be the work of a more artful hand
than that of a common drapier, It hath been cen-
fured for endeavouring to influence the minds of a
jury, which ought to be wholly free and unbiafled 5
and for that reafon it is manifeft, that no judge
was ever known, either upon or off the bench, ei-
ther by himfelf or his dependents, - to ufe -the leaft
infinuation, that might pofiibly affet the paflions
or interefls of any one fingle juryman, much lefs of
a whole jury ; whereof every man muft be con-
vinced, who will juft give himfelf the trouble to
dip into the common printed trials : fo as it is a-_
mazing to think, what a number of upright judges
there have been in both kingdoms for above fixty
years paft : which, confidering how long they held
their offices during pleafure, as they ftill do-among
us *, I account next to a miracle.

As to the other paper, Imuft confefsit is a fharp
cenfure from an Englith houfe of Commons againft

* Perhans this may acteunt for Whitthed’s condu@®. See the
notes prefixed to the Propofal for the [cle ~ufe of Ir{jb_ manyfastures 5
and fuperadded to the feafinable adwice to the grand jury, both in this

wolume,
diffolving
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diffolving grand juries by any judge before the end
-6f the term,  aflizes, or {eflions, while matters dre
under their confideration and not prefented, as ar-
bitrary, illegal, deftructive to public juftice, 2 ma-
nifelt violation of his oath, and as a means to fub-
vert the fundamental laws of the kingdom.

However, the publifher feems to have been mif-
taken in what he aimed at. For whatever depen-
dence there may be of Ireland upon England, I
hope he would not infipuate,’ that the proceedings
of a lord chief juftice in Ireland muft depend upon
a refolution of an Englifh houfe of commons. Be-
fides that refolution, although it were levelled a-
gainﬁ a particular lord chief juftice, Sir William
Scroggs, yet the occafion was direétly contrary.
¥or Scroggs diffolved the grand jury of London
for fear they fhould prefent; but ours in Dublin
was diffolved becaufe they would not prefent;
which wonderfully aiters the cafe. And therefore
3 fecond grand jury fupplied that defect by
making a prefentment * that pleafed the whole
kingdoem. However, I think it is agreed by all
‘parties, that both the one and the other jury be-
haved themfelves in fuch a manner, as ought to be
remembered to their honour, while there fhall
be any regard leftamong us for virtue or pub-
lic fpirie,

i am confident your Lordfhips will be of my
fentiments in one thing ; that fome fhort plain au-
thentic traft might be publithed for the informa-
tian both of petty and grand juries, how far their
power reacheth, and where it is limited; and that
a printed copy of fuch a treatife might be depofited
in’' every court to be confulted by the jurymen,
before they confider of their verdict ; by which a-
bundance of inconveniencies would be avoided,
whereof innumerable inftances might be produced

# See the prefentment immediately preceding this letter,
from
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from former times ; becaufe I will fay néthing of
the prefent.

I have read fomewhere of an eaftern king,Vho
put a judge to death for aniniquitous fentence ; and
ordered his hide to be ftuffed into a cufhion, and
placed upon the tribunal for the fon to fit on, who
was preferred to his father’s office. I fancy, fuch
a memorial might not have been unufeful to a fon
of Sir William Scroggs, and that both he and his
fucceflors would often wriggle in their feats, as long
as the cuthion lafted : I wifh the relator had told
us what number of fuch cuthions there might be in
that country.

I cannot but obferve to your Lordfhip, how nice
and how dangerous a point it is grown, for a pri-
vate perfon to inform the people, even in an affair
where the public intereft and fafety are fo highly
concerned as that of Mr. Wood; and this in a
country where loyalty is woven into the very hearts
of the people, feems a little extraordinary, Sir
William Scroggs was the firft who introduced that
commendable acuténefs into the court of judicatfure ;
but how far this practice hath been imitated by his
fucceffors, or ftrained upon occafion, is out of my
knowledge. When pamphlets, unpleafing to the
miniftry were prefented as libels. he would order
the offenfive paragraphs to be read before him;
and faid it was ftrange, that the judges and lawyers of
the King’s-benich fhould be duller than all the peeplé
of England : and he was often fo very happy in ap-
plying the intiail letters of names, and expounding
dubious hints, (thé twe common expedients among
writers of that clafs for efcaping the law), that he
difcovered much more than ever the authors im-
tended ; as many of therh, or their prifiters, found
to their coft. If fuch méthods are to Be followed in
examining what I havé already writien, or may
write hereafter, upon the fubject of Mi. Woed, I
defy any man of fifty tiies my underftanding and

cantion
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caution to avoid being intrapped; unlefs he will be
content to write what none will read, by repeating
aver the old arguments and computations, - where-
of the world is already grown weary. So that my
good friend Harding lies under this dilemma; ci-
ther to let my learned works hang for ever a-
drying upon his lines, or venture to publith them
at the hazard of being laid by the heels,

I need not tell your Lordfhips where the diffi-
culty lies : it is true. that the King and the laws
permit us to refufe this coin of Mr. Wood : but at
the fame time it is equally true, that the King and
the laws permit us to receive it. Now, it is barely
poflible, that the minifters in England may not fup-
pofe the confequences of uttering that brafs among
us to be fo ruinous as we apprehend ; becaufe,
perhaps, if they underftoed it in that light, they
would in common humanity ufe their credit with
his Majefty for faving a moft loyal kingdom from
deftruction. But as long as it {hould pleafe thofe
great perfons to think that coin will not be fo very
pernicious to us, we lie under the difadvantage of
being cenfured as obftinate in not complying with

~a royal patent. Therefore nothing remains but to
make ufe of that liberty, which the King and the
laws have left us, by continuing to refufe this coin ;
and by frequent remembrances to keep up that {pi-
rit raifed againft it, which otherwife may be apt to
flag, and perhaps in time to fink altogether. For
any public order againft receiving or uttering Mr.
‘Wood’s halfpence is not reafonably ro be expeéted
in this kingdom without diretions from England;
which I think no body prefumes, or is fo fanguine
to hope.

But to confefs the truth, my Lord, I begin to
grow weary of my office as a writer; and could
heartily with ‘it were devolved upon my brethren,
the makers of fongs and ballads, who perhaps are
the beft qualified at prefent to gather up the glean-

ings
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ings of this controverfy. As to myfelf, it hath
been my misfortune to begin, and purfue it upon
a wrong foundation, Tor, bhaving detetted the
frauds and falfehoods of this vile impoftor Wood
in every part, I foolifhly difdained to have recourfe
t0 whining, lamenting, and crying for mercy ; but
rather chofe to appeal to law and liberty, and the
common rights of mankind, without confidering
the climate I was in.

Since your laft refidence in Ireland, I frequently
have taken my nag to ride about your grounds;
where I fancied myftlf to feel an air of freedom
breathing round me; and I am glad the low condi-~
tion of a tradefmen did not qualify me to wait on
you at your houfe ; for then, Iam afraid, my writ-
ings would not have efcaped feverer cenfures. But
I have lately fold my nag, and honeftly told his
greateft fault, which was that of {nuffing up the
air about Brackdenftown; whereby he became fuch
a lover of liberty, that I could fcarce hold him in.
I have likewife buried at the bottom of a ftrong
cheft your Lordfhip’s writings under a heap of o-
thers that treat of liberty; and fpread overa layer
or two of Hobbes, Filmer, Bodin, and many more
authors of that ftamp, to be readieft at hand,
whenever I fhall be difpofed to take up a new fet
of principles in government. In the mean time I
defign quietly to look to my fhop, and keep as far
out of your Lorfhip’s influence as poffible : and if
ever you fee any morg of my writings on this {ub-
je, I promife you fhall find them as innocent, as
inlipid, and without a fting, as what I have now
offered you. But, if your Lordfhip will give me
an eafy leafe of fome part of your eftate in York-
thire, thither will I carry my cheft : and turning it
upfide down, refume my political reading where I
Jeft off ; feed on plain homely fare, and live and
die a free honeft Englith farmer ; but not without
regret for leaving my countrymen under the dread

Vo, I, S 1 of
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of the brazen talons of Mr. Wood : my moft loyat
and innocent countrymen ; to whom I owe fo mueh
for their good opinion of me, and my poor endea-
vours to {erve them. I am, with the greateft re-
ipeét,
My Loxd,
Your Lordfhip’s

From my [fhop in moft obedient

St. Francis-freet, and moft humble {fervant,

Dec, 14. 1724. N8,

Thefe papers (for the fixth and feventh letters
were not publithed tll long afterwards) prevailed,
notwithftanding threats, profecutions, and impri-
fonment, againit all the influence of power, and all
the artifices of cunning; perfons of every rank
and every fect united w ith the drapierin the com-
mon caufe, his health was a perpetual toaft, and
his effigies were difplayed in every fircer; Wood
was compelled to withdraw his patent, and 1114 half~
pence were totally fupprefied,
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A LETTER to the Lord Chancellor Mip-

e

DLETON .

‘Written in the year t724.

[ By many paflages in the following letter; and by
the date O¢t. 6. 1724, it appears to have been writ-
ten foon after the proclamation againft the drapier
for his fourth letter, and before the jury had
thrown out the bill of indiétment. At this crifis
perhaps the Dean did not chufe to refume a cha-
racter which was become obnoxious, and therefore
wrote in his own : tlie original was figned with his
hame, though it appeared to have been obliterated
by another hand : for fome reafon the publication
of it wis delayed, and it was firft printed in an e-
dition of the Dean’s works publifhed at Dublin in
1735. 'This however is not the only reafon why it
is placed after the fifth letter ; for the fifth letter
appears to have been fubftituted in its ftead, and
1ot intended to follow it, The fourth letter, both
in this and in the fifth, is called the laft; which
could not have happened if both had been parts of
the {fame feries.

The reader will now eafily account for thofe
paffages in the fixth, by which the profecution a-
gainft Harding appears to be depending; though in
the fifth it is mentioned as paft.]

My Lorbp,

Defire you will confider me as a member, who

comes in at the latter end of a debate; or asa
lawyer, who fpeaks to a caufe when the marter

# He fizned the proclamation againft the Drapier,
Sft2 hath
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hath been almoft exhaufted by thofe who fpoke be+
fore. 2
I remember fome months ago I was at your houfe
upon a commiflion, where I am one of the gover-
nors ; but I went thither not {o much on account
of the commiffion, as to alk you fome queftions
concerning Mr. Wood’s patent to coin halfpence
for Ireland ; where you very freely told me in a
mixed company, how much you had been always
againft that wicked projet * ; which raifed in me
an efteem for you {o far, that I went in a few days
to make you a vifit after fo many years intermif-
fion. I am likewife told, that your fon wrote two
letters from London, (one of which I have {een),
impowering thofe to whom they were direfted to
afTure his friends, that whereas there was a malici-
ous report {pread, of his engaging himfelf to Mr.
‘Walpole for forty thoufand pounds of Wood’s coin
to be received in Ireland, the faid report was falfe
and groundlefs ; and he had never difcourfed with
that minifter on this fubje&, nor would ever give
his confent to have one farthing of the faid coin
current here, And although it be long fince I have
given myfelf the trouble of converfing with people
of titles or ftations ; yet I have been told by thofe
who c¢an take up with fuch amufements, that there
is not a confiderable perfon of the kingdom fcru-
pulous in any fort to declare his opinion. But all
this is needlefs to alledge, when we confider, that
the ruinous confequernices of Woed’s patent have
been fo ftrongly reprefented by both houfes of par-
liament ; by the privy council 3 the Lord Mayor
and aldermen of Dublin; by fo many corporations;
and the concurrence of the principal gentlemen in

* Lord Middleton, though he figned the proclamation égainﬂ the
Drapier, was_yet an enemy to Wood's projeét, as appears by feverad
paflages in this letter.,

molit
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25
moft connties at their quarter-feflions, without any
regard to party, religion, or nation.

I conclude from hence, thatthe currency of thefe
halfpence would in the univerfal opinion of our
people be utterly deftrudtive to this kingdom; and
confequently that it is every man’s duty not only to
refufe this coin himfelf, burt as far as in him lies, to
perfuade others to do the like : and whether this
be done in private or in print, is all a cafe ; as no
layman is forbidden to write, or to difcourfe upen
religion or moral fubjeéts, although he may not do
it in a pulpit (at leaft in our church). Neither is
this an affair of {tate, until authority {hall think fic
to declare it fo : or if you fhould underftand it in
that fenfe, yet you will pleafc to confider; that I am
not now preaching.

Therefore I do think it my duty, fince the Dra-
pier will probably be no more heard of, fo far to
fupply his place, as not to incur his fortune ; for 1
have learned from old experience, that there are
times wherein 2 man ought to be caatious as well
as innocent. I therefore hope, that prelerving
both thofe characters, I may be allowed, by offer-
ing new arguments or enforcing old ones, to refreth
the memory of my fellow-fubjeéts, and keep up
that good {pirit raifed among them to preferve
themfielves from utter ruin by lawful means, and
fuch as are permitted by his Majefty.

I believe you will pleafe to allow me two propo-
fitions : firft, that we are a moft loyal pecple; and
{ccondly, that we are a free people, in the com-
mon acceptation of that word applied to a {ubject
under a limited monarch. I know very well, that
you and I did many years ago in difcourfe differ
much in the prefence of Lord Wharton about the
meaning of that word /iberty with relation to Ire-
land. Bur if you will not allow us to be a free
people, there is only another '.1ppellatinn left,
which, I doubt, my Lord Chicf Juitice Whitlhed

would
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would call me to account for, if I venture to be-
ftow : for I obferved (and I fhall never forget up-
on what occafion) the device upon his coach to be
Libertas et natale folum, at the very point of time
when he was fitting in his court, and perjuring him-
felf to betray both *.

Now, as for our loyalty to his prefent Majefty,
if it hath ever been equalled in any other part of
his dominions, I am fure it hath never been exceed-
ed: and I am confident he hath not a minifter in
England, who could ever call it once in queftion ;
but that fome hard rumours at leaft have been
tranfmitted from tother fide the water, I fuppefe
you will not doubt: and rumours of the fevereft
kind ; which many good people have imputed to
the indiret proceeding of Mr. Wood and his emif=
furies : as if he endeavoured it fhould be thought,
that our loyalty depended upon the teft of refufing
or taking his copper. Now, as I am fure you will
admit us to be a loyal people; fo you will think it
pardonable in us to hope for all proper marks of
favour and prote&tion from fo gracious a King,
that a loyal and free pecple cam expeét: among
which, we all agree in reckening this to be ope,
that Wood’s halfpence may never have entrance
into this kingdom. And this we fhall continue to
with, when we dare no longer exprefs our withes -
aithough there were no fuch mortal as a Drapier in
the world,

I am heartily forry, that any writer thould, in
a caufe {o generally approved, give occafion to the
government and council to charge him with +  pa-
¢ ragraphs highly reflefting upon his Majefty and
“ his minifters ; tending to alicnate the affeGtions
¢ of his good fubje&s in England and Ireland from
¢ each other; and to prom'otc feditton among the

¥ See the ad'refs to both houfus of racliament, by M. B, drapier.
T Iu the crapier’s 4th leiter,

“ people,”
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“ people.” I muft confels, that with many others
I thought he meant well; although he might have
the failing of better writers, to be not always for-
tunate in the manner of exprefling himfelf,

However, fince the drapier is but one man, I
fhall think I do a public fervice by afferting, that
the reft of my countrymen are wholly free from
learning out of his pamphlets to reflet on the King
or his minifters, and to breed fedition.

I folemnly declare, that I never once heard the
leaft refleftion caft upon the King, on the fubject
of Mr. Wood’s coin; for in many difcourfes on
this maiter, I do not remember his Majefty’s name
to be fo much as mentioned. As to the minifiry
in Lnoland, the only two perfons hinted at were
the Duke of Grafton and Mr. Walpole. The for-
mer, as I have heard you and a hundred others
aflirin, declared, that he never faw the patent in
favour of Mr. Wood, before it was pafled, although
he was then Lord Licutenant; and therefore I fup-
pofe every body believes, that his Grace hath been
wholly unconcerned in it ever fince.

Mr. Walpole was indeed fuppofed to be under-
ftood by the letter W. in {everal news-papers ;
where it is faid that {fome expreflions fell from him
not very favourable to the people of Ircland; for
the truth of which the kingdom is not to anfwer,
any more than for the difcretion of the publifhers.
You obferve, the drapier whoily clears Mr. Wal-
pole of this charge by very firong arguments ; and
ipeaks of him with civility. I cannot deny myfelf
10 have been often prefent, where the company gave
their opinion that Mr. Walpole favoured Mr.
Wood’s projects, which I always contradicted ; and
for my own part, never oncc opened my lips againft
that minifter cither in mixed or particular meet-
ings: and my reafon for this r rvednels was ; be-
caufe it pleafed him in the Queen’s time, (I mean
Queen Anne, of ever-blefitd memory), to mn:

{pe
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fpeech direétly againft me by name in the houfe of
Commons, as I was told a very few minutes after
in the court of requefts by more than fifty mem-
bers.

But you, who are in a great ftation here, (if any
thing here may be called great), cannot be igno-
rant, that whoever is underftood by public voice to
be chief minifter, will among the general talkers
thare the blame, whether juftly or no, of every
thing that is difliked ; which I could eafily make
appear in many inftances from my own knowledge,
while I was in the world ; and particularly in the
cafe of the * greateft, cthe wifeft, and the moft un-
corrupt minifter I ever converfed with.

But, whatever unpleafing opinion {fome people
might conceive of Mr. Walpole on account of thofe
halfpence, I dare boldly afiirm it was entirly owing
to Mr. Wood. Many perfons of credit come from
England have affirmed to me and others, that they
have feen letters under his hand full of arrogance
and infolence towards Ireland, and boafting of his
favour with Mr. Walpole ; which is highly proba-
ble ; becaufe he reafonably thought it for his inte-
reft to fpread fuch a reporr, and becaufe it is the
known talent of low and little fpirits, to have a
great man’s name perpetually in their mouths.

"Thus I have fufficiently juftified the people of

reland from learning any bad leflon out of the dra-
pier’s pamphlets with regard to his Majefty and his
minifters: and therefore, if thofe papers were in-
rended to fow fedition among us, God be thanked
the feeds have fallen upon a very improper foil.
~ As to alienating the affections of the people of
England and Ireland from each other; I believe
the drapier, whatever his intentions were, hath lefr
that matter juft as he found ic,

I have lived long in both kingdoms, as well in

251 &3 to be the Lord Trealfurer Oxlord,

country
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country as in town ; and therefore take myfelf to
be as well informed as moft men in the difpofitions
of each people towards the other. By the people
I underftand here, only the bulk of the common
people : and I defire no lawyer may diftort or ex-
tend my meaning.

There is a vein of induftry and parfimony, that
runs through the whole people of England, which
added to the eafinefs of their rents makes them rich
and fturdy. Asto Ireland, they know little more
of it than they do of Mexico; farther than that it
is a country fubjet to the King of England, full of
bogs, inhabited by wild Irith Papifts, who are kept
in awe by mercenary troops fent from thence: and
their general opinion is, that it were better for Eng-
land if this whole ifland were funk into the jEa:
for they have a tradition, that every forty years
there muit be a rebellion in Ireland. 1 have feen
the grofleft fuppofitions pafs upon them ; that the
wild Irifh were taken in toils ; but thatin {ome time
they would grow {o tame, as to eat out -of your
hands : 1 have been afked by hundreds, and parti-
cularly by my neighbours your tenants at Pepper-
hara, whether I had come from Ireland by fea:
and upon the arrival of an Irifh man to 2 country
town, 1 have known crouds coming about him,
and wondering to fee him look fo much better than
them{elves.

A gentleman now in Dublin affirms, that paffing
{fome months ago through Northampton, and find-
ing the whole town in a hurry, with bells, bone-
fires, and illuminations ; upon afking the caufe he
was told, it was for joy that the Irith had {fubmis-
ted to receive Wood’s halfpence. This, I think,
plainly fhews what {entiments that large town hath
of us; and how little they made it their own cafe;
although they lie diretly in our way to London,
and therefore cannot but be frequently convinced
that we have human fhapes.

Vor. III. I As
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As to the people of this kingdom, they confift
cither of Irifh Papifts, who are as inconfiderable
in point of power as the women and children ; or
of Englifh Proteftants, who love their brethren of
that kingdom, although they may poflibly fome-
times complain when they think they are hardly uf-
ed : however, I confels I do not fee that it is of a-
ny great confequence how their perfonal affections
ftand to each other, while the fea divides them,
and while they continue in their loyalty to the fame
prince, And -yet I will appeal to you, whether
thofe from England have reafon to complain, when
they come hither in purfuit of their fortunes? or,
whether the people of Ireland have reafon to boaft,
when they go to England upon the fame defign ?

My fecond propofition was, that we of Irzland
are a free people : this, I fuppofe, you will allow,
at leaft with certain limitations remaining in your
own breaft, However, I am fure it is not crimi-
nal to affirm ; becaufe the words liberty and pro-
perty, as applied to the fubjeé, age often mention-
ed in both houfes of parliament, as well as in
yours and other courts below: from whence it
muit follow, that the people of Ireland do, or
ought to enjoy all the benefits of the common and
ftatute law ; fuch as to be tried by juries, to pay
no money without their own confent as reprefented
in parliament, and the like. If this be fo, and if
it be univerfally agreed, that a free people cannot
by law be compelled to take any money in payment,
except gold and filver; I do not fec why any man
thould be hindered from cautioning his country-
men againft this coin of William Wood ; who is
endeavouring by fraud to rob us of that property,
which the laws have fecured. If I am miftaken,
and this copper can be obtruded on us, I would put
the drapier’s cafe in another light by fuppoling,
that a perfon going into his thop thouid agree for
thirty {hillings worth of goods, and force the fellex

{e]
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to take his payment in a parecel of copper pieces
intrinfically not worth above a crown : I defire to
know whether the drapier would not be altually
robbed of five and twenty fhillings ; and how far
he could be f2id to be mafter of his property ?
The fame queftion may be applied to rents and
debts on bond or mortgage, and to all kind of com-
merce what{oever,

Give me leave to do what the drapier hath done
more than once before me ; which is, to relate the
naked faét, as it ftands in the view of the world.

One William Wood, Efq; and hardwareman,
obtains by fraud a patent in England to coin
198,000 /. in copper to pafs in Ireland, leaving us
liberty to take or refufe. The people here, in
all forts of bodies and reprefentatives, do openly
and heartily declare, that they will not accept this
coin : to juftify thefe declarations they generally
offer two reafons ; firft, becaufe by the words of
the patent they are left to their own choice ; and,
fecondly, becaufe they are not obliged by law : fo
that you {ee there is bellum atque virum, a kingdom
on one fide, and William Wood on the other.
And if Mr. Wood gets the victory at the expenfe
of Ireland’s ruin, and the profit of one or two hun-
dred thoufand pounds (I mean by continuing and
counterfeiting as long as he lives) for himfelf; I
doubt, both prefent and future ages will at leaft
think it a very fingular fcheme.

If this faét be uuly ftated, I muft confefs I look
upon it as my duty, fo far as God hath enabled
me, and as long as I keep within the bounds of
truth, of duty, and of decency, to warn my fel-
low-fubjeéts, as they value their king, their coun-
try, and all that ought or can be dear to them,
\ever ro admit this pernicious coin: no not fo
much as one fingle ha'fpenny. For, if one fingle
thief forces the door, it is in vain to talk of keep-
ing out the whole crew behind

=
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And while I fhall be thus employed, I will neves
give myfelf leave to fuppole that what I {fay can ei-
ther offend my Lord Lieutenant *, whofe perfon
and great qualities I have always highly refpeéted,
(as I am fure his Exceilency will be my witnefs), or
the minifters in England, with whom I have nothing
to do, or they with me; much lefs the privy coun-
cil here ; who, as I am informed, did fend an ad-
drefs to his Majefty againft Mr. Wood’s coin;
which, if it be a miftake, I defire I may not be ac-
cufed for a fpreader of falfe news: but I confefs,
I am fo great a ftranger to affairs, that, for any
thing I know, the whole body of the council may
fince have been changed: and although I obferv-
ed fome of the very fame names in a late declara-
tion againft that coin, which | faw fubfcribed to
the proclamation againft the drapier, yet poflibly
they may be different perfons : for they are utterly
unknown to me, and are like to continue fo.

In this controverfy, where the reafoners on each
fide are divided by St. George’s channel, his Ma-
jefty’s prerogative perhaps would not have been
mentioned, if Mr. Wood and his advocates had
not made it neceffary by giving out, that the cur-
rency of his coin fhould bz enforced by a procla-
mation. The traders and common people of the
kingdom were heartily willing to refufe this coin ;
but the fear of a proclamation brought along with
it moft dreadful apprehenfions, It was therefore
abfolutely neceffary for the drapier to remove this
difficulty ; and accordingly in one of his former
pamphlets he produced invincible arguments,
(where-ever he picked them up), that the King’s
prerogative was not at all concerned in the mat-
ter ; fince the law had fufficiently provided againft
any coin to be impofed upon the fubjeét, except
gold and filver; and that copper is not mo-

* Lord Carteret, now Ea:l Granvijle,
ney,
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ney, but, as it hath been properly called, nummo-
rum famulus.

The three former letters from the drapier having
not received any public cenfure, 1 look upon them
to be without exception ; and that the good people
of the kingdom ought to read them often in order
to keep up that {pirit raifed againft this deftructive
coin of Mr. Wood. As for this laft letter, againft
which a proclamation is iffued ; I fhall only fay,
that I could wifh it were ftripped of all that can be
any way exceptionable ; which I would not think
it below me to undertake, if my abilitics were equal
but being naturally fomewhat flow of comprehen-
fion, no lawyer, and apt to believe the beft of thole
who profefs good defigns, without any vifible mo-
tive either of profit or honour ; I might pore for
ever, without diftinguifhing the cockle from the
corn,

That which I am told gives the greateft offence
in this laft letter * is, where the drapier affirms,
shat if a rebellion fhould prove fo fuccefsful, as to
fix the pretender on the throne of England, he
would venture fo far to anfgrefs the Irith ftatute,
which unites Ireland to England under one king,
as to lofe every drop of his blood to hinder him
from being king of Ireland.

I thall not prefume to vindicate any man, who
openly declares he would trangrefs a {tatute, and &
fratute of fuch importance: bur, with the moft
humble fubmiflion and defire of pardon for a very
innocent miftake, I thould be apt to think, that the
loyal intention of the writer might be at leaft fome
{mall extenuation of his crime ; for in this I con-
fefs myfelf to think with the drapier.

I have not been hitherto told of any other ob-
je@ions againft that pamphlet ; but I fuspofe they

will all appear at the profecution of the drapier.

® Letter 4, Sce the note prefixed to this letter.

And
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And, I think, whoever in his own confcience be-
lieves the faid pamphlet to be ¢ wicked and mali-
¢ cious, feditious and fcandalous, highly refleéting
¢ upon his Majeity and his minifters, &c.” would
do well to difcover the author, (as little a friend as I
am to the trade of informers), although the reward
of 300/. had not been tacked to the difcovery. I
own, it would be a great {atisfaétion to me to hear
the arguments not only of judges, but of lawyers
upon this cafe. Becaufc you cannot but know, there
often happen occafions, wherein it would be very
convenient, that the bulk of the people thould be
informed how they ought to conduét themfelves
and therefore it hath been the wifdom of the Eng-
lith parliaments to be very referved in limiting the
prefs. When a bill is debating in cither houfe of
parliament, there nothing is more ufual, than to
have the controverfy handled by pamphlets on both
fides, without the leaft animadverfion upon the au-
thors,

So here, in the cafe of Mr, Wood and his coin;
{ince the two houfes gave their opinion by addrefies,
how dangerous the currency of that copper would
be to Ireland, it was without all queftion both law-
ful and convenient, that the bulk of the pecple
thould be let more particularly into the nature of
the danger they were in, and of the remedies that
were in their own power, if they would have the
fenfe to apply them ; and this cannot be more con-
veniently done, than by particular perfons, to whom
God hath given zeal and underftanding fufficient
for fuch an undertaking. Thus it happened in the
cafe of that deftrudtive project for a bank in Ire-
land, which was brought into parliament a few
years ago ; and it was allowed, that the arguments
and writings of fome without doors contiibuted
very much to rejedt it,

Now, I thould be heartily glad, if fome able law- .
yers would preferibe the limits, how far a private

man
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man may venture in delivering his thoughts upon
public matters : becaufe a true lover of his coun-
try may think it hard to be a quiet ftander-by, and
an indolent looker-on, while a public error prevails
by which a whole nation may be ruined. Every
man who enjoys property, hath fome fhare in the
public ; and therefore the care of the public is in
fome degree every fuch man’s concern.

To come to particulars; I could wifh to know
whether it be utterly unlawful in any writer fo
much as to mention the prerogative; at leaft {fo far
as to bring it into doubt upon any point whatfoe-
ver. I know it is often debated in Weftminfter-
hall ; and Sir Edward Coke, as well as other emi-
nent lawyers, do frequently handle that {ubje& in
their books,

Secondly, How far the prerogative extends to
force coin upon the fubject, which is not Sterling ;
fuch as lead, brafs, copper, mixed metal, fhells,
leather, or any other material ; and fix upon it
whatever denomination the crown thall think fit ?

Thirdly, What is really and truly meant by that
phrale of a depending hingdom, as applied to Ireland,
and wherein that dependency confifteth ?

Laftly, In what points relating to liberty and
property the people of Ireland differ, or at leaft
ought to differ, from thofe of England.

If thefe particulars were made {o clear, that none
could miftake them, it would be of infinite eafe
and ufe to the kingdom ; and either prevent or fi-
lence all difcontents.

My Lord Sommers, the greateft man I ever knew
of your robe, and whofe thoughts of Ireland dif-
fered, as far as heaven and earth, from thofe of
{fome others among his brethren here, lamented to
me, that the prerogative of the crown or the pri-
vileges of parliament fhould ever be liable to dif-
pute in any fingle branch of cither; by which
means, he faid, the public often fuffered great in-

conveniencies,
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Conveniencics, whereof he gave me feveral inftan-
ces. I produce the authority of fo eminent a per-
fon to juftify my defires, that fome high points
might be cleared.

For want of fuch known afcertainment how far
a writer may proceed in exprefiing his good withes
for his country, a perfon of the moft innocent in-
tentions may poflibly by the oratory and comments
of lawyers be charged with many crimes, which
from his very foul he abhors; and confequently
may be ruined in his formunes, and left to rot a-
mong thieves in fome fiinking jail, merely for mif-
taking the purlicus of the law. I have known in
my lifetime a printer profecuted and convicted for
publifhing a pamphlet %, where the author’s inten-
tentions, I am confident, wecre as good and inno-
cent as thofe of a martyr at his laft prayers. Idid
very lately, as I thought it my duty, preach to the
people under my infpetion upon the {fubject of Mr.
Wood's coin 3 and although T never heard that my
fermon gave the leait offence, as 1 am fure none
was intended, yet, if it were now printed and pu-
blithed, I cannot fay I would infure it from the
hands of the common hangman, or my own per-
fon from thofe of a meffenger.

I have heard the late Chief Juftice Holt affirm,
that in all criminal cafes the moft favourable inter-
pretation fhould be put upon words that they can
poffibly bear. You meet the fame pofition afferted
in many trials for the greateft crimes ; though of-
ten very ill practifed by the perpetual corruption of
judges. And [ remember ata trialin Kent, where Sir
‘George Rook was indi¢ted for calling a gentleman
knave and villain, the lawyer for the defendant
brought offhis clientbyalledging, thatthe wordswere
not injurious; for knavein the old and true fignifica-
tion imported only a fervant; and villain, inLatin, is

# Suppofed to be, < A prepofal for the univerfal ufe of Irith ma~
<t pyfatures,” written by the auther,

willicus,
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willicus, which is no more than a man employed in
country-labour, or rather a bailey.

If Sir John Holt’s opinion were 2 ftandard max-
im for all times and circumftances, any writer with
a very fmall meafure of difcretion might afily be
fafe ; but I doubtin pradtice it hath been frequent-
ly controlled, atleaft before his time : for I take it
to be an old rule in law.

I have read, or heard, 2 paffage of Signor Leti

an Italian ; who, being in London, bufying himfelf
with writing the hiftory of England, told Charles II.
that he endeavoured as much as he could to avoid
giving offence, but found it a thing impoffible, al-
though he {hould have been as wife as Solomon.
The king anfiered, that if this were the cafe, he
had better employ his time in writing proverbs as
Solomondid : but Leti lay under no public necefli-
ty of writing ; neither would England have been
one halfpenny the better or the worfe, whether he
writ or no.

This I mention, becaufe I know it will readily be
objected, What have private men to do with the
public ? What call had a drapier to turn politician,
1o meddle in matters of ftate ? would not his time
have been better employed in looking to his {hop;
or his pen in writing pmvcrbs, elegies, ballads,
garlands, and wonders? He would then have been
out of all danger of proclamations, and profecu-
tons. Have we not able magiftrates and counfel-
lors hourly watching over the public weal? Allthis
may be true: and yet when the addrefles from both
houfes of parliament againft Mr. ‘Wood’s halfpence
failed of fuccefs, if {fome pen had not been em-
ployed to inform the people how far they might le-
gally proceed in refufing that coin, O detet the
Fraud, the artifice, and infolence of the coiner, and
to lay open the moft ruinous confequences 10 the
whole kingdom, which would inevitably follow
from the currency of the faid coin, 1might appeal

Vor. L Uu t




338 TO LORD MIDDLETON,
to many hundred thoufand people, whether any ome
of them would ever have had the courage or faga-
city to refufe it,

if this copper fhould begin to make its way a-
mong the common ignorant people, we are inevi-
tably undone. It is they who give us the greateft
apprehenfion, being eafily frighted, and greedy to
twallow mifinformations : for, if €Very man were
wile enough to underftand his own intereft, which
is‘every man’s principal ftady, there would be no
need of pamphlets upon this occafion. : but as things
ftand, Ihave thought it abfolutely neceflary, from
my duty to God, my King, and My COuntry, to
inform the people, that the proclamation lately if-
fucd againft the drapier doth not in the leaft affecr
the cafe of Mr. Wood and his coin; but only re-
fers to certain paragraphs in the drapier’s laft pam-
phlet *, (mot immediately relating to his fubjeét,
nar at all to the merits of the caufe), which the ga-
vernment was pleafed to diflike ; fo that any man
has the fame liberty to reject, to write, and. to de-
clare againft this coin, which he had before: neithes
is any man obliged to believe, that thofe honour-
able perfons (whereof yon are the firft) who fign-
ed that memorable proclamation againft the dra-
pier, have at all changed their opiaions with regard
to Mr. Wood, er his coin,

Therefore concluding myflf to be thus far upon
a fafe and fure foot, I fhall continue upon any
proper occafion, as God enables me, to revive and
preferve that {piric raifed in the nation, (whether
the real author were a real drapier ar no, is little
to the purpofe) againft this. harrid defign of Mr.
Wood ; at the fame time carefully watching, eve-
ry ftroke of my pen, and venwring oaly to in-
cur the public cenfure of the world as a writer, not

of my Lord Chief Juftice Whitfhed as & criminal,

* The ath letter,
Whenever
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Whenever an order thall come out by authority,
forbidding all men upon the higheft penalties to of-
fer any thing in writing or difcourfe againft Mr.
‘Wood’s halfpence, I {hall certainly fubmit. How-
ever, if that fhould happen, I am determined to be
{fomewhat more than the laft man in the kingdom to
receive them ; becaufe I will never receive them 2t
all: for although Tknow how to be filent, I have
not vet learned to pay active obedience againft my
conicience, and the public fafety.

I defire to put a cafe, which'I think the drapier
in fome of his books hath put before me, althongh
not {o fully as it requires.

You know the copper halfpence in England are
coined by the public’; and every piece worth pretty
siear the value of the copper. Now fuppofe, thar,
inftead of the public coinage, a patent had been
granted to fome private, obfcure perfon, for coin-
ing a proportionable quantity of copper in that
kingdom, to what Mr. Wood is preparing in this ;
and all of it at leaft five tfimes belew the mtrinfic
value : the current money of England is reckoned
to be twenty millions; and ours under * five hun-
dred thouvfand pounds: By this computation, as
Mr. Wood hath power to give us 108,0c0 pounds;
{o the patentee in England, by the fame propor-
tion, might circulate four millions three hundred
and twenty thoufand pounds ; befides as much more
by ftealth and counterfeits. I defire to know from
vou, whether the parliament might not have ad-
drefled upon fuch an occafion ; what {fuccefs they
probably would have had ; and how many drapiers
would have rifen to pefter the world with pam-
phlers : ver that kingdom would not be fo great a
{ufferer as ours in the like cafe ; becaufe their cafh
would not be conveyed into foreign countries, but
iie hid in the chefts of cautious, thrifty men until

(V%)

#  Ttis fince funk to zcc,cc0l.
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better times. Then I defive, for the fatisfadtion of
the public, that you will pleafe to inform me, why
this country is treated in fo different a manner in a
point of fuch high importance ; whether it be on
account of Poining’s aét; of fubordination; de-
pendence ; or any other term of art, which I {hall
not conteft, but am too dull to underitand.

I am very fenfible, that the good or ill fuccefs of
Mr. Wood will affet you lefs than any perfon of
confequence in the kingdom ; becaufe I hear you
are {o prudent as to make all your purchafes in Eng-
land ; and truly fo would I, if I had money, al-
though I were to pay a hundred years purchafe :
becaufe I thould be glad to poflefs a freehold, that
could not be taken from me by anylaw, to whichI
did not give my own confent : and where I thould
never be in danger of receiving my rents in mixed
copper at the lofs of fixteen fhillings in the pound.
You can live at eafe and plenty at Pepperhara in
Surry; and therefore I thought it extremely gene-
rous and public-fpirited in you to be of the king-
dom’s fide in this difpute, by fhewing, without re-
ferve, your difapprobation of Mr. Wood'’s defign ;
at leaft, if you have been fo frank to others as you
were to me ; which indeed I could not but wonder
at, confidering how much we differ in other points;
and therefore I could get but few believers, when I
attempted to juftify you in this article from your
own words.

I would humbly offer another thought, which I
do not remember to have fallen under the dra-
pier’s obfervation. If thefe halfpence fhould once
gain admittance, it is agreed, that in no long fpace
of time, what by the clandeftine pradtices of the
coiner, what by his own counterfeits, and thofc of
others, cither from abroad or at home, his limited
quantity would be tripled npon us, until there would
not be a grain of gold or filver vifible in the na-
tion, This, in my opinion, would lay a heavy

¥ charge
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charge upon the crown, by creating 2 neceflity of
tranfmitting money from England to pay the fala-
ries at leaft of the principal civil officers: for I do
not conceive how a judge (for inftance) could fup-
port his dignity with a thoufand pounds a-year in
Wood’s coin; which could not intrinfically be
worth near two hundred. To argue that thefe half-
pence, if no other coin were current, would an-
_ fwer the general ends of commerce among ourfelves,
is a great miftake; and the drapier hath made that
matter too clear to admit an anfwer, by fhew-
ing us what every owner of land muft be forced to
do with the produés of it in fuch a diftrefs. You
may read his remarks at large in his fecond or third
letter; to which I refer you.

Before I conclude, I cannot but obferve, that
for feveral months paft there have more papers
been written in this town, fuch as they are, all up-
on the beft public principle, the love of our coun-
try, than perhaps hath been known in any other
nation in {o fhort a time ; I {peak in general from
the drapier down to the maker of ballads: and all
without any regard to the common motives of wri-
ters ; which are proﬁt,favom, and reputation. Asto
profit, I am affured by perfons of credit, that the beft
ballad upon Mr. Wood will not yield above a groat
to the author ; and theunfortunate adventurer Har-
ding * declares he never made the drapier any pre-
fent except one pair of {cifars. As to favour, who-
ever thinks to make his court by oppofing Mr.
Wood is not very deep in politics. And as to re-
putation, certainly no man of worth and learning
would employ his pen upon fo tranfitory a {ubject
and in {o obfcure a corner of the world, to diftin-
guifh himfelf as an author. So that I look upon
myfelf, the drapier, and my numerous brethren,
to be all true patriots in our {everal degrees.

341

% The printer of the Drapier’s letters,
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All that the public can expeét for the future sy
only to be fometimes warned to beware of Mr,
Wood’s halfpence ; and to be referred for convic-
tion to the drapier’s reafons. For a man of the
moft fuperior underftanding will find it impoflible
to make the beft ufe of it, while he writes in con-
ftraint ; perpetually foftening, correéting, or blot-
ting out expreffions, for fear of bringing his
printer or himfelf under a profecution from my
Lord Chief Juftice Whitlhed. It calls to my re-
membrance the madman in Don Quixote, who,
being foundly beaten by a weaver for létting a ftone
(which he always carried on his fhoulder) fall upon
a fpaniel, apprehended that every cur he met was
of the fame {pecies. ' -

For thefe rcafons I am convinced, that what I
hayve now written will appear low and infipid; but
if it contributes in the lcaft to preferve that union
among us for oppofing this fatal proje& of Mr.
Wood, my pains will not be altogether loft.

I fent thefe papers to an eminent lawyer (and yet
a man of virtue and learning into the bargain), who
after many altcratio_:?s returned them back with af-
furing me that they are perfectly innocent ; with-
out the leaft mixture of treafon, rebellion, fedition,
malice, difaffetion, reflettion, or wicked infinua-
ation what{oever, £3e. b

If the beilman of each parifh, ashe goes his cir-
cuit, would cry out cvery night, Paff twelve Gelocks
beware of Wood's halfpence; it would probably cut
off the occafion of publifhing any more pamphlets,
provided that in country-towns it were done upon
market-days. For my own part, as foon as it fhall
be determined, thatit isnot againft law, Iwill begin
the experiment in the liberty of St, Patrick’s; and
hope my example may be followed in the whole city.
But if authority fhall think fit to forbid all writings
or difcourfes upon all {ubjedts, except fuch as are in
favour of Mr, Woaod, T will obey as it becomes me;

only
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only when I am in danger of burfting, I will go and
whifper among the reeds, not any reflection upon
the wifdom of my countrymen ; but only thefe few
words; BEWARE OF WOOD’s HALFPENCE,

I am,
;i’_v't/) due refped,
your moft ebedient,
bumble fervant.

Deanery-houfe,
Oct. 26. 172a4.

Exb of Vou, IIL
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