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I. A full and accurate description of a perfect copy 
of a book, both from a material and literary point of 
view, so full that another copy, or even a considerable 
fragment of it, can be identified with absolute certainty. 
A description, to accomplish this purpose, should invari­
ably include, especially in the case of old books-

a) Size by fold; 
b) The enumeration and number of signature-marks 

and total number of leaves; 
c) A minute and full description of each separate 

portion of the book, including captions, and more espe­
cially of its preliminary and end leaves. 

2. Following this description, may well be given 
references to sources where information regarding the 
book and other editions of it can be found, as well as 
some condensed information regarding its place in the 
literature of the subject of which it treats. References 
to or apt quotations from critical estimates of the work, 
especially if they be by writers of recognized authority, 
are always of interest and value. 

3. The location of other copies when known, or when 
it can be ascertained, is highly desirable, especially if the 
work described is one of great rarity. 

4. Interest is added if some details can be given con­
cerning the author and his immediate connection with the 
work in question, such as pertinent literary anecdotes, and 
incidents connected with the writing of the book or with 
its publication and public reception. 

Where this can be done bibliography will be lifted out 
of the class of work considered dry and uninteresting, 
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and will take its place among the recognized intellectual 

activities of the day; it will afford a field of investigation 

not only attractive but full of interest and adventure; 

it will become accurate, comprehensive, readable, authori­

tative even. And who knows but that in the future it 

may become a favorite field of effort, crowded, instead of 

avoided as now, and one of the distinctive and prominent 

pursuits of lovers of knowledge? If so, a classification and 

evaluation of the field of knowledge, will be developed 

or, at least, of special sections of it, which in themselves 

will in a greater degree than hitherto be sought for, as 

aids, by literary workers. I am sure that all bibli­

ographers will welcome the day when the publication of a 

bibliography will be as eagerly looked for and anticipated 

as are now the works of writers in some other fields of 

literary activity. 








