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A~IBROISE PARE-A 'KETCH OF THE HO:\L.\.:NCE 

SIDE OF IIIS CAREER AS ~\IDIY fWRGEOX. 

BY ALEXI"GS M:cGLA:N" A ... , M. D. 

CHIEF l'RGEOX, MEDICAL CORPS, N. (;., :\IARYLXND. 

IN THE HISTORY of surg ry from the time of Iachaon, 

who treated the wound of classic ,,·arrior • before the 

,rnlls of Troy, to the American surgeon supenising camp 

nnittation in the Philippines, the army doctor ha· always fur

nished mtu.:h of the Tomance. In thi.· band of romantic heroes 

there is no more picture que figure than that of Ambroi e Pare, 

surgeon to four king of France. 
Pare lived from 1510 to 15H0, and flourishe<l at a time 

•when skill in the profes~i<m of arms was the highest pinna

de of human end avor, when all Europe wa an armed camp 

.ancl the kings of ]?ranee sent their ~rmies again t the Engli ·h 

and again t th iJ_)anish, and when the en(l of one campaign 

l\l\H-S the beginning of the next. Irresistably the ambitious and 

€nergetic Pare ·was d1~mn1 to the army, and once there, his 

loye for the work and devotion to his patron held him through 

a long life to the dangers ancl hardships of active military 

erYice. 
The details of Fare's life are rather well known, and his 

hi. tory is easily acces ible. In his own writings we have much 

,detail of himself and his surroundings; for instance, his '' Jour

neys in Diverse Place " giws a most intimate acquaintance 

with hi personality, while the "Complete Works of Ambroise 

Pare," edited and put into modern French by Malgaigne in 

1840, portrays Pare almo t as a contemporary hero. In En

glish there are several good histories. Of the e Padget's 

"''~hnbroi. e Pare and hi· times" (G. P. Putman' Sons, Tew 

York and London), combines brevity with clearnes and the 
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most continued interest. Also we o-et glimpse of tho nrgeon 
a he appear. in the Valois Romance· of .. Ue~·mH1re Duma·, 
ancl in Balzac's Catharine cle ~feclici, ,,·ith an occasional men
tion of him in Edith Sickel's strnlies of Catharine cle ~Ic(lici, 
and in similar works. 

In Yiew of the e ,rnll knmvn ancl readily accessiLle source· 
of information, I haYP aLandoncc1 the idea of telling anything 
really important about the "\\·ork of Pare, or hi: influence on 
surgery, but ,rill take up the romantic rather than the eriou 
s1c1.e of his career. 

Ambroi ·e Pare came of lrnmble aneestry, arnl recciw,<1 
only an imperfect preliminary eclucntion. One of his brother. 
was a surgeon, ancl his sister married a man of the nrne 11ro
fo sion. It i:-, related that Pnre's iutrotluc:tion into surgery m1 • 

as assistant to Laurence Colot, who came from Paris to Layal 
to perform an operation on a friend of Pare'. tutor, the yillag 
chaplain. In 1:-5;>3 we found him in Paris, at that time a city 
of 1:50,000 people, sconraged by an epidemic of the plague arn1 
sheltering over 15,000 beggers, cut-throats, thicYe: arnl otTwr 
criminals. 1 n this "\\·il<l emmmmity Pare liyed for three or 
four ycan, a::, interne at the Hotel de Dien. Here he had 
f ylYiu:-:, for a teaeher. ·while Pare was resi<1ent, there ml 

plenty of ,rnrk in the hospital, arnl he loycd it, arn1 recor<L 
,rith pric1c the' C'.·tl'nt of the s nice-the kl'l'ors of the plague, 
the operations for wouwls aml for cli:easc', alH1 also his own 
treatment of case: of frost Lite. .All this time the hospital 
mam)gemcnt mm being attackC'cl, arnl apparently often with 
ju~t cause. Par(,, ho\\·eyer, seem:-; to lmn~ worke<1 ~mtisfnctor
ily, getting on with enffyonc ho C'ame in contact with, arnl 
hi· departure was regrette,1, as though it ha(1 heen appreC'iatccl. 
that he had clone goocl work nnclcr Lad rules and :-mrrounclings. 

Lenyi11g the ho~pital, Pare s0011rc1 joine<l the army. In 
those clays i.licrc m:lS no regular military medical scnicc. Each 
commander took hi· own surgeon arnl physil'ian, but there 
was ahrnys a l1ost of quack· all(l faken:i following the army. 
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REDUCII\:G A DISLOCATION OF THE ELBOW 

From Parc's Worl .._. 

(Page(\., Amhroisc Pare and !Ji,-. Timl's.) 
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• The surgeons had no rank and no fixed pay, depcn<ling en
tirely on the favor and generosity of their patrons. Thus we 
see Pare passing from the service of one great captain to that 
of another, until he ,vas finally made surgeon to King Henry 
II. From his delightful chronicle, "Journeys in Diverse 
Places," we learn the character of his fees-a ea k of wine. a 
horse, a collection of coins from the men in the ranks, a dia
mond from the finger of a duches , etc., etc., a list full of 
romantic suggestion. 

This "Journey in Diyerse Places" was written long after 
the occurrence of the eyents it records. Its Publication in lSSO 
·was an ans\\·er to an attack made by Gourmelcn, Dean of the 
Faculty of fedicine, on Pare's methods of practice, principally 
on the use of the ligature. Fare's ans,,rnr is a furious attack 
on the Dean and his appi::al to authority and tradition as the 
only sources of knowledge. Pare shows him from the e ancient 
authorities that the use of the ligature is no new thing. After 
many arguments and the citation of case to proye the value 
of his method, with a summary of hi opportunities and experi
ences in the hospital and with the army, Pare thunders out 
on Gourmelen, '' ow will you dare say you will teach me 
to perform ·works of surgery, you ·who have never yet come 
out of your study~ I belieye you have neyer come out of your 
.·tndy, save to teach Theorich (if you haye been able to do 
even that). But the operations of surgery are learned by the 
eye, and by the hand." 

Pare is yery often credited with the invention of the 
ligature, a fact that he di claims in hi own writings. The 
ligature was known and used at least three centuries ealicr, 
and is clearly described in Lanfranc's Chirurgia Magna, pub
lished while he was profes or of urgery in Paris, late in the 
thirteenth century. ('W,. alsh, 13th, Greatest of Centurie . ) 

Pare's first military enice was in the campaign of Turin. 
His first patient ,rns a captain, shot in the ankle, and he 
records the case, "I dressed him, ancl Goel healed him." De-
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VARIOUS CAUTERIES. AND A BRAISER. 

from Pare's Works. 

(Paget's Ambroise Pare and His Times.) 



AJlllROlSE PAR/1 11 

:,;l'l'ihing the t rnlitiolls after tlH' batth,, be tells of entering a 

stn hlc where :--cimc wnm1<fo< l me11 wen' sheltor{'< l. ".As I ,ms 
looking at then1 in pity, thrn' valll<' an ol<l :-;oldicr who askctl 

l1ll' if tlwn' were an.\' ,rn,,· to c.:11rs: them. l sn id, 'Xo.' ~\ rnl 
t lte11 ht' went np to them and <:nt tlwir throat:-;, gently, and 
without malice. ..\rnl when J upraid<'d him, lH' a11 ·,n'n'd nrnl 
prn,n'd Urnl) when he shonlcl be in sul'h a plight, :-;mnc orn' 

would <lo i.11<.' same for him, that lie :honl<l not lingn in 
mi:::;<.'1')'.'' So \H' st'l' that the l'l'('l'lli ('_rnsa<lc for cntlinn~in 
i:- not original, but jn:-::t another sweep of the l'lll'Y<' in lnrnwn 
hi;.;tor.\·· 

In the fir:-;t l'nrnpaign we find Par{· breaking away frnn, au~ 

tl1ority. TlH' t·n:-;tomary tr<•ntnwnt of' wmmds was liy filli11g 
tl1c <·ayit)· with boiling oil. Tl1i8 \\'HS almndmwcl l,<·<·m1:--e ]H: 

ranontofoil for the 1rnrpn:-:e. In the emergern·.\· lie u~<.·<l a 
~irnplc prokdiyc dressing an<l fonn<l that wom1<l:-; ~o treated 
di<l betkr tlurn the others. At nnte he gave up the l>oili11g oil 

method. 
~\.t the time of tlH' siL'g<' of ~fctz, Pnrr was sent into tl1c 

tmn1 nrnl ,rns pradirnlly thief snrgmn of the defending army . 
. \s :--non a:-; he anin~cl he wns sent. to <lrC>::;s a compornul l<'g 
J'n1dnre in a licnternrnt of the King':-; U·nnnl. 1Il' f'unnd tlH' 
patient in hul ;:;lwpc, nndcr the ('are of a gentleman who lincl 
prnmiscd to <.·nn' him by mmns of ilH' recitation oi' ('C'l'tain 

wonls. This hnppenc<l in 1,"5,>2-threc lnmc1rcd year~ l>('fore 

:\lrs. Ecl<ly. 
\Ve find Parb giying clir('dinrn, about the food of tlH' gar~ 

rison, n11d espceinlly forbidding any interc.:onrsl' with tlH' 1rn~ 

t in~s of tlio outlying <fo,trid, l>e<.·nn;:;<' thl' plngnc \\·as known to 
l>c present in thl' ranks of the bc·sieging army. 

In the n'cord of this snme siege we foul this nok on a 
patient brought to Pnrf.: "The ~cigncnr h,Hl been wom1dc 1cl l>y 
a stone, 011 the tc111plc, \\·ith fmdnre ancl depression oi' tlie h01H1

• 

So ::;0011 ns he rccciYc<l the Llow, lie fell to the ground a, clL'ad, 
arnl l'ast forth blo0<l hy the month, no'o arnl cars, with grcn1 

9 
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vomiting, arnl ,rnR fourteen <lny:-; "Tithout being aLlc to speak 
or ren. 011: nlso he had tremor of a spa:moclic nature, and all 
his face' was . wollen arnl livid. I trepanned him at the si<le of 
the temporal, over the frontal bone. I dressc'tl him, ,dth other 
surgeons, arnl Go<l healed him." Here we lrnve a drcompres
sic;n operntion fort he rc'sult~ of fracture of the hase of the kn 11. 

\\'"lwn tht sir1ge "·as mi:--e<l, the Duke of Guise', who com
nurnde1l the French, sc•nt Pnr(·, "\\·ith others, to treat the si('k 
arnl wournle<l left behirnl 1>y the retreating cnc'n1,y, an netion 
uncommon at that carl~T dny, hut now or<lrr<'d under the 
( {C'llC'YH ( \m Y('l It i011 . 

.As prisoner of war Par(, ,,Tc,nt to the Duke of Ravoy, arnl, 
among other patient , treate<l one of the officers for a ,rom1<l 
of the 1 ung. This he <lid h~, packing the external wournls ,rith 
te11ts, anointec1 with yollr of egg, Yenicc turpentine and a littk 
oil of roses. The patient diccl arnl Pare vrns asked hy the Em
peror's surgeon to emlmlm the h<Hly. His rceonl of this inei
<knt is a charming example of the obsequiousness of a lower 
caste man, mixc<l ,rith the conceit of a skilled workman, that 
is RO prominent in ParC"s charaeter. "Seeing his kinclnes:-;, 
nrnl fearing to displease him, I then decided to show them the 
anatomist thnt I ,n1.S, expounding to them many things.'' 
How like . ome later day ·nrgicnl clinics! 

After operating on the l\Iarqui8 de Anret, we find Par(· 
giying minnt ' dircdiorn, for the subsec1ue11t treatment of his 
pnti<.'nt. .A11 0xaC't clict is outlined, rnnssag is or<lered, arnl 
lo<'al heat by hrfrk::-; ancl hy an earthenwar, Lott1e filled with a 
cleC'odion nrnl "\\Tappecl in cloths. :\lost -inge11ion of all is, 
",\re must make artificial rain, pouring water from some high 
place into a cnnldron, that he may h ar the sournl of it; l>y 
,rhich means sleep shall be proyoke<l on him.'' 

The mo. t fomous of Parr':-; militar:T pntimits wn:-, Frnncois 
of Lorraine, the Duke of ( {ui ·c. Th, Duke was Lieutrnant 
Ueneral of the army, a1l<1, with his brother, the Car<1inal of 
Lorraine, ha<l a most powerful inHnence in the political affairs 
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of the tinw. I>nmns makr"' him a nrn~t att1w·tiYe hero, lm1Ye 

and l'l'S'.)m·ecfnl, lo)·al to his friernl.;.;, a greilt stratq.;ist. all<l a 

wornlcrfnl lca<h'r of men. Edith :--.iekel, ro11trasti11g him \\·ith 

]ii-; elegant and styfo,h brntlwr, ~ny:-i, "I nsolcnt and brntnl ltP 

was, of courw-., or he ·woulcl not hayp hl'Pll a great sixlt'Pnth 

<'l'ntnry :-:o1di<'r; hut generous arnl heroic, a1f--o, arnl <1ignifi<1<l 

1>.\' the snfft>rings and pri ·rntiom, that war had l'OlllJ><'ll<1cl him 

to mHh'rgo. IIi" qna1itie:-- \rl'l'l' :-:Prn-atio11a1 awl, in spite, of fop 

l1:d1·pcl of tlH' llation at larg<·. l1l' ]><'I'l()(li<"all.,· hccalll<' tlw dar
ling of ifrkle' Paris." 

1 n 1,>,>!i the' Dnkr was sc11t h)· King Henry H. with an 

Hl'lll)' into I L:ll,v. Thi:-; tampaign wa:-: disa::-:trnus as wn:::; nl:-:o 

tlH' :-:imultmwon:-; one in the Xt'therlall<ls nrnler the (\mstnblc 

<1(· :\[ontmorem-y-one of tlw political enemies of the Uuis<'~. 

The situation at eomt was serious, hcc·l.rn::-e the eon ·tant wars 

1m<1 put high taxes on cyerything, clrainccl the n•-.;onrte:-1 of the 

<'<Hrntry, and now tl1r people we're murmuring and n'quin,d 

so111<' <liwn'\ion to keep <lown reyolnticm. I 11 this erisi.· the 

Dnke enmo to the reseuc ·with th<· se'nsationnl C'ampaign that 

Prn1r<1 in the rpcapture of Calais from the' English. ...\t the 

fall of Calni::-; the Dnk, rccciw<l a lanee ,ronnd 111 thP fncr . . 

Vnmas (Tlic Two ' Dianas) makc's tliis a most marwlons cam

paign, urnlc'rtak n by the Dnkr, among other n'ns011s, to allcrw 

his young friend, Uabricl <ll' ::\Iontmm·c'rn·y, to cam his fatlwr's 

frec'<lom from King Henry. Tlw noyclist tells liow stn hhornly 

tlH' cit)· re:-1istml and in <kscribing the firnd smTr1Hler and the 

DukP':-1 injury, says, "l◄"'nmeoi::-: <l<' Lorraine, as intrepicl a 

sr>l<li<'r as 11P ,rcl::-i an _able general, was ahrn~·.., in tlw thickP ·t 

and hottest. of the fight. 
"The l'nlamit.y oceurrc<l at a broach alrcrt<l)· hall' <·nrriccl, 

011 thP otlwr side of a cliteh cntirC'ly iilbl np. 
"The l)nkc de (inisc, n mark for th(' weapons aimed at 

him from cycry clircdion, ,ms on horsl'hack, tran(p1il1y en

com·aging his J)l('ll by word and exarnple. 
"Srnldenly he pcrc:eiwd, ahoyc tlie breach, the ,Yhile flag 

of trurc. ·* * * 



AMPUTATING INSTRUME TS. 
I◄'rom Pan:·~ \V or k.~. 

1
• An amputating-saw. ~- An amputating-knife. !} . ~\ forcep for pil'king up the vcs cls 

for ligature after amput·ttion. 4. Drainage t uhes and . po11/!C. 
( . ndgct':,; Ambroi::;c Pan~ and Hi' Times.) 



< 

. __ :::L.tf--J. :.:::, ,. ' 

J~STnt· . IE. ·Ts OF ca.;~EU , I, srH.Gl~H.~. 

from Pare's "\Yorks. 

1. A lancet, whiC'h has on it the crest of Diane de Poitier.. ~- An :ndsion -knifr. 

:~. A small knife foldin,.?; into a heath. 4. \ tlircctor. ;';, A cataract needl e, screwing 

into a handle. G. A ·mall saw. 
(Pagct's mhroisc Pare and His Titi'1es .) 
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" IIc raisc<l the yisor of his easqrn·, and rode a f'ew yards 
forward, his eye:-; rin'ted on that ling, the emblem of triumph 
and peace. ·'k ·'k * 

'' An English soldi('r, who prulmL1y on aetount of the up
roar, ha<l not srcn the flag nor heard tlw Duke <lr ( h1isc, Reizecl 
the rPin of hi· horsP, making theanima1 rmr; and as the Duke, 
,vlio in his preoctnpatio11 cli<l not perecin' that anything wm, 
wrong, was giYing the spurs to his horse, the man ~trn('k l1im 
on the head witl1 his Janee. 

'' The lanc.:c' was broken, a,11(1 the iron remainc< l in the tle:--li. 
The wournl ml.' of the face arnl was a tel'riblo one. The Dnku 
\\HS bor11e away like one dead and remained unconscious." 

As Hoon as h hears of the injmy ~f his goocl frirnd all(l 
powerful patron, Unbril'l hurries to the grnml house, whero 
they hayo carrie<l him, and in the croml finds .A.mbrois(' Pare 
furiously berating the guanl:-;, who will not admit him Leeam,o 
ho has no licen o in his poeket. 

Gabriel hacl seen eryieo with Par(, in 1rnrny battles, and 
\\·as aUractul to him brc.ausc both were Ilnguenot • and liacl 
rnd in the sceret scssio11s of the higher mc-mLers of this re
ligions :-wet. Furtll('rmorc, lie knew the- snrgt,011 's skill and 
knew that the Duke ha<l 011 more tlian ouc• ocTrn-,sion prnist'<l 
Par(,'s work 1H')'Oncl that of any other in thP army, arnl rn 
with much <lisplny and n11gel' hP forced an ('ntnmel' into the 
sick room. ~\gain, to quott' from Dmnas: 

"On a enmp ht>d, i11 tlH' mi<ldle of the hn11, lny the Dnke 
<1<' nuiso motionlc:3s aml m1conseions, his face eoY<'l'C(l ,rith 
blood. 

"Tlmt face' was pierC'ccl through arnl through; th" inm 
of the lance, after entering the check nrnlcr the right eye, had 
penetmtc-<1 as for a~ the nape of_ tlw nccJ, beneath the left car, 
nml the fragment, Lrokcn ·off, projected half a foot from the 
head. The wom1<l ml"' horrible to behold. 

".Aronrnl the bed \\'ere the twchc ·nrgcon:-:, stnIHling ap~ 
pallecl mni<l the gc'neral clesolation, 
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INSTRUMENTS FOR EXTRACTING ARROW-HEADS OR LINKS OF CHAIN-ARMOUR. 

from Parc's Works. 

1. A dilator. 2 .• \u arrow-head forceps. 3. An instrument like a glove stretcher, so that the ho11ow arrow-head could be drawn out over 
the end of it. 4. A catehcr with a ::,;harp spike to seize a broken arrow. 0. A forceps. 6. A dilator. 7. An arrow, detachable arrow-heads, 
links of chain-armour. 

(Pagct:s AmlJroise Pare and His Works.) 
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'' But they ·were not acting; they ,rero only looking on 
and speaking. 

"At that moment when Gabriel enterecl with Ambroisc
Pare, one of them was saying in a loucl yoicc: 

" 'So after hrwing consultecl, ·we haye found ourselves 
under the painful necessity of concluding that the Duke clc 
Guise is morta11y wounded; for, to have any chance of saving 
him, the fragment of the lance must be pul1ec1 out of the 
wound, and. to do so ,voukl be to kill him at once.' * * * 

" Pare advanced into the midst of the surgeons and ex
mnecl the wound closely. 

" ' \Yell,' asked the surgeon-in-chief, ,rith an ironical 
smile, 'will you extract the iron'? 

" ' I \\·ill,' saicl Pare, resolutely. 
'' 'And what marvelous instrument do you internl to use' ·t 
'' ' ~Iy hands,' said he. 
"' I protest firrnl:-·,' cried the surgeon, furiously, 'against 

any such profanation of the illustriou::\ sufferer'::3 last agony.' 
'' ' .. And \\·e join in your protest,' shouted all the other 

surgeons. 
"' Have you any methocl of saving the prince's life''? re

joined .Ambroise. 
'' ' Xo, for it is impos::,ihle,' sail1 they all. 
" 'He is, then, mine,' sail1 .Ambroise, stretching his hand 

oycr the body, as if to take possession. 
·' 'Then ·we retir0,' rcpliccl the surgeon-in-chief, who, with 

his confrrres, made a movement as if to \\·itlHlraw. 
"' But what arc you going to c1o' ·t .Ambroise ,vas ash'd 

from all quarters. 
'' 'The Duke de Guise is apparentl)· <lcatl; I am going to 

tl'eat him as if he ,,·ere rcall)· (lead,' a11f4,rcrc<1 Amhroi:-;e, as he 
took off his doul>lct and rolled np his f41ccn's. 

" 'To make snch experiments on a g('ntlcmcn, as if in 
anima Yili' ! triccl a scmula1 ize< l old praditioncr. 

"'Yes'! replied Ambroise, I am going to treat him, not 

C 
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as a man, not even as an anima vilis, but as a thing. Look'! 
'' ' He boldly planted his foot on the breast of the Duke. 
" A murmur of doubt, terror, ancl menace ran through 

the assembly. 
"' Take care, Master'! said one of the Duke's lieutenants. 

'Take care! If you fail I cannot ans,Yer for the anger of the 
friends and servant of the Duke.' 

"' Indee<l' ! said Ambroise, with a sad smile. 
'' ' You ri ,k your head' ! exclaimed another. 
"' Be it so'! he said, 'I risk my head for his. But, at 

least, do not (listnrb me '-'-'hile I do so.' 
'' Ambrojse Pare placed his left knee on the brea t of the 

Duke; then, leaning oyer, he took the wood of the lance in the 
tips of hi fingers and shook it, first gently, but gradually with 
more force. 

"The Duke started as if in horrible torture. 
All the affrightened spectators turned equally pale. 
"Ambroise Pare paused for a second, as if struck with 

terror. An agonizing perspiration bedewed his forehead; but 
he returned to his work. 

'' At the end of a minute-a minute longer than an hour 
-the iron was extracted. 

"Ambroise Pare quickly flung it from him, and bent over 
the gaping wound. 

\Yhen he rcse a flash of joy illumined his visage. It was 
a sublime moment. \Vithout the great surgeon speaking, 
everyone knew there was hope now. The servaLts of the 
Duke wept warm tears; others ki ed the skirts of his coat." 

The Duke did recover, but ·with a great scar, ·which led 
to hi popular name-The Scar-face. 

King Henry II. died from the effects of a lance ,vouml 
received in a tournament. Dumas states that the Duke de 
Guise kept Pare away from Paris after the injury, because 
the death of the King was favorable to the Duke's political 
fortunes, and he did not, therefore, wish him to have the best 





~ _ -.....;::-;. ~ - :_. _ \,..J, ........ J..- Ul. - ~ - m ..-.. ::..-.., , .. u '{U ""'- a :::.. ~ ~-~ _..., __ IT--..!""" _ .......,_ ......., _,.._ ... _.9K,_.....:-.. - --:- , 0 --. - • - .. ~ - T _ _ _ _ _ ~ · ..:- ~~- ~ _ ~ _ _.,.;;:::----- ~~ ~ • -~~ 

INSTRlJ::\IE~T!-; I<'OR EX'l'RAC''.rI~G nrLLETS. 

From Pare's ,vorks. 

1. A dilator. 2, 3. A catcher, opcu and shut. 4. A blunt book. 5, 6. A fine-tootlled forceps and a dilator. 7. A gro~vcd forceps. 

(Pagct's Ambroise Pare and His Times.) 



AJIBROISE PARE. 

attention. But in Pare' own writings we find a clc:--niption of 
the wouncl, of the treatment arnl of the post-mortem fincling~. 
Pare wa only one of many urgeons in attendnn<:c. Among 
others was Y crsalius, sent from Brussels by ordc.•r of Philip 
of Spain (Paget) . In order to detenni11e the effect arnl direr
tion of the splinters of the lance, the snrgeom, were giyen tho 
head of four criminals, exe ·utecl at the time, for that purpose. 

Pare WJ. • in the innermo t councils of the IIngm'110t::-;, mul 
wa at the same time re pected and trm,ted by Cat lierino de 
:\Iediei and the leader. of the ruling party. He wa:s quite ac
tiw in politics, and late in life was Yigorons in clenonm:ing tlrn 
cornlition of the government. Balzae shows him a:-; the c:ullfi
dent of Catherine, and at the same time the achi~cr of the Ik
guenots. Probably he e. caped the massacre of St. Bartlwlo
mew': through the friendship of the Queen. 

Dumas makes him something of an astrologer all<l 8or("cr
er. "\re find him arranging horoscopes, and engagul in one 
yery tlramatic search for knowledge of the future through some 
weircl experiments with a chicken. Then there is tlw story (If 
the ·wax images, furnished for the purpose of working eYil 
·pells on certain inclividuals. 

Catheri1w tle ~Ictlfri i~ mmally creditecl with 1m•yc11ti11g 
hue's operating on l1""'rancois I I. for the r('lid of the otitit· brain 
abscess, from "·hicb he died. But in a life of Coligny, limr
ever, the author states that Pare told the A<lmirn.l he had con
cealed the seriousnef-s of the (lisense from the royal family, 1 >l'

can..::e he feared the tumult sul'h an mmom1cem011t was sure to 
rai~e in the kingdom. 

~Iueh more c.:ouhl Le , aicl of Pare and hi expericrn:cs. 
The history of his practice is the history of Franco nrnlcr the 
last of the Yalois family, arnl would lead n~ for aficl<l. ~\.ll the 
way through his life is intimately assoeiated with that of Cath
erine de ::\Icdic.:i. 

"\\'"e mnst judge Pare's work b;v the tarnlnrd ~ of his time. 
Hi , wn-.; not the gloriorn:: thirteenth eentury, but the cIHl of the 
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Renaissance, the dawn of mo<lern times, one of the periods 
marked by a clmn1 curve on the chart of human progress. 
Men had forgotten the teachings of William of Salicet, of his 
great pupil Lanfranc, and of Guy de Chauliac. The science 
and art of medicine was wicle adrift from surgery, and this lat
ter science vrns practically lost. Only the semblance of the art 
remained in the hands of the barber surgeons. Pare did mar
vclous ·work and his imprint on surgical practice is in<lellible 

His most conspicuous fault is a certain blatant egotism, of
ten characteristic of self-made men, and a lack of proper judi
cial balance in estimating the value of his own work and opin
ions, a frequently occmring evidence of an insufficient training 
in general culture. For example, in the dedication to the King 
of the Opera Omnia, he says, ''God is my ,,·itness, and men are 
not ignorant of it, that I have labored more than forty years 
to throw light on the art of surgery and bring it to perfection. 
And in this labor I have striven so hard to attain my end, that 
the ancients have naught wherein to excel us, save the discovery 
of first principles; and posterity will not be able to surpass us 
(be it said without malice or offence) save by some additions, 
such as nre easily made to things already discovered." (Paget.) 

This from a man who had no conception of the primary 
healing of wounds, to whom nsepsis was unknown, and who 
had no idea of inhalatory anaesthesia. 
114 W. FRANKLIN ST. 

BALTIMORE. 








