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L6 monument de Michel Servet 4 Vienne

Vienne, 15 octobre.

Le monument de Michel Servét qu’on
vient d'inaugurer est 'ceuvre d’un artiste
distingué de Vienne, M. Bernard. Servet y
est représenté dans I'attitude de la souffran- |
ce et du martyre. Au pied du socle élevé
qui supporte cette statue de la douleur, un
groupe symbolique : deux enfants guidés
ét protégés par la raison ou la science; en
arriere, le remords, image du bourreau ' re-
pentant. L’ceuvre est en granit, dans le
style de Rodin. Tous les monuments élevés
a Servet le représentent torturé. Pourquoi
A Vienne ne pas lavoir montré dans son
role de médecin secourant les pestiférés ?

La cérémonie a été digne et solenmnelle.
Un grand nombre d’orateurs, de tendances
tres diverses, se sont fait entendre. On peut |
les classer en trois groupes: les membres du
comité viennois du monument, les francs-
imacons et les libres penseurs et les protes-
tants ' libéraux (unitaires d'Angleterre et
d”Amérique, protestants de France, d’Alle-
imagne et de Geneve).

. Les membres du comité ont été d’'une

icorrection parfaite. Leur but, en élevant

lun monument a Servet, était de célébrer la

itolérance et la liberté de pensée. Dans leurs
L discours, le sénateur de T'Isére, M. Jouf-
fray, et le maire de Vienne, M. Brenier,

Fdéputé, ont évité tout ce qui aurait pu
choquer les catholiques ou quiconque ne

partageant pas les idées du comité. Le pre-

'mier de ces orateurs, en dressant la liste

ldes plus illustres martyrs de la penséelibre,

a cité en premier Jésus-Christ, condamné

par Ponce Pilate qui, dit-on, mourut exilé

'a Vienne.

t . Les orateurs appartenant & la franc-
‘maconnerie. ont eu moins de mesure. Ils

ont glorifi¢ dans Servetle savant quia dé-

couvert la circulation pulmonaire, et fait
I'apologie de la science qui libére les esprits,

L’un d’eux, le sénateur Debierre, président

du Grand-Orient, a déclaré que Servet
était un, franc-magon, affirmation assuré-
ment étrange, Le prof. Richet, de la Fa-
culté de médecine de Paris, a proclamé que
la science remplacerait les religions, mais
ces notes discordantes ont été l'excep-
tion.

{ Les protestants libéraux qui - ont pris la

. parole ont été nombreux. Tous ont condam-
tné Perreur de Calvin, mais ils ont aussi ren-
du hommage a la grandeur du r(‘[orm:xtcur;
ot de son cuvre (phas  paiticutictement M. |
le professeur Montet). D’autres ont insisté
sur le caractére religieux de Servet (MM. |
les pasteurs, L. Comte et Gervais, le profes-

seur Fulliquet), et rappelé que Servet fut |
iavant tout un théologien. Plusieurs ora- |

- !
teurs, de tendances diverses, ont insisté sur i

'ver un monument 3 la mémoire de S
(M;L }% 1ll)r Ladame, etc.). " © aerie
L. Allemagne ¢était représentée par M. 1
Pwrofe's‘aeur R. Berger, de Berlin, eg I'Espa-
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1liberté spirituelle. La Réforme du X VIe sié-
“jcle a accompli, en effet, une ceuvre impé-|
| rissable de libération des esprits. ‘
Mais autant nous célébrons le génie de
| ’homme qui a présidé a cette révolution li-
. | bératrice, autant nous condamnons I’exreur
qu’il a commise en faisant briler Scrvet.
L’intolérance était générale au XVIe siccle,
11 dans tous les camps, et le supplice de Ser-
vet n’a suscité, a ’époque, que de trés ra-
res protestations, qui sont restées sans écho.
Mais ’erreut d’un siécle n’excuse pas ler-

reur d’un homme, si grand qu’il ait été.
Voila pourquoi le nom de Servet est de-
venu le symbole de 'idée de tolérance. Voi-
14 pourquoi tout monument élevé ensouve-
nir de cet Espagnol, a 'esprit encyclopédi-
gte et génial, qui fut un deés plus grands sa-
vants de son temps est un édifice construit
pour rappeler aux générations présentes et |
futures que la liberté de pensée est le pre-
mier devoir a pratiquer soi-méme, et le pre-
mier droit & respecter chez les autres.
i Eninvitant I"Université de Geneéve, c’est-
fa-dire T’ancienne académie de Calvin, & se
faire représenter a 'inauguration de ce mo-
i nument, vous avez voulu que leés héritiers
 spirituels du grand réformateur vinssent
rendre leur témoignage, un témoignage ému
et sincére, au grand représentant de la
Iscience au XVIe siécle, a Michel Servet.
Nous vous remercions de cette noble pensée.
| Notre place, en effet, était ici, et nous som-
L mes heureux de nous y trouver.

Au cours du banquet, M. le pasteur Gail-
lard, de Genéve, a parlé au nom de I'Union
du christianisme libéral. M. le prof. Fulli-
quet a également prononcé quelques pa-
roles.

B













B —













e e Quegrores L ———







gy ot e







D .




lyllﬁlq:lmﬂl Illlﬂllllllll HH““vHllllllllllllll“llIIIIIIIIHIII"HIIIIIIl o 7@; : 'Inuﬂill|\|ﬂ!ﬂlllqmm Imtlll

iR mnmm .!‘.ummdlmmmmmulumulm

CZ;&J:A

mu uimlfnmrmmumml |||I||mml|llIII!lIunmullmllltuul

Front.




MICHAEL SERVETUS

BY

WILLIAM OSLER, M.D,, F.R.S.

REGIUS PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

1909




The Bord Waltimore (Press

BALTIMORE, MD., U. 8. 5,




T R e 1

[From THE JoENS HoPKINS HospiTAL BULLETIN, Vol. XXI, No. 226,
January, 1910.]

MICHAEL SERVETUS*

The year 1553 saw Europe full of tragedies, and to the [1]
earnest student of the Bible it must have seemed as if the days
had come for the opening of the second seal spoken of in the
Book of Revelation, when peace should be taken from the earth
and men should kill one another. One of these tragedies has a
mournful interest this year, the four hundredth anniversary
of the birth of its chief actor; yet it was but one of thousands
of similar cases with which the history of the sixteenth century
is stained. On October 27, shortly after twelve o’clock, a pro-
cession started from the town-hall of Geneva—the chief magis-
trates of the city, the clergy in their robes, the Lieutenant
Criminel and other officers on horseback, a guard of mounted
archers, the citizens, with a motley crowd of followers, and in
their midst, with arms bound, in shabby, dirty clothes, walked
a man of middle age, whose intellectual face bore the marks of
long suffering. Passing along the rue St. Antoine through the
gate of the same name, the cortége took its way towards the
Golgotha of the city. Once outside the walls, a superb sight
broke on their view: in the distance the blue waters and
enchanting shores of the Lake of Geneva, to the west and north
the immense amphitheatre of the Jura, with its snow-capped
mountains, and to the south and west the lovely valley of the
Rhone ; but we may well think that few eyes were turned away
from the central figure of that sad procession. By his side, in
earnest entreaty, walked the aged pastor, Farel, who had
devoted a long and useful life to the service of his fellow
citizens. Mounting the hill, the field of Champel was reached,

* This address did double duty—at the Johns Hopkins Hospital
Historical Club, and as an Extension lecture in the Summer
School, Oxford.




4 MICHAEL SERVETUS

1] and here on a slight eminence was the fateful stake, with the
dangling chains and heaping bundles of faggots. At this
sight the poor victim prostrated himself on the ground in
prayer. In reply to the exhortation of the clergyman for a
specific confession of faith, there was the cry, Misericordia,
misericordia! Jesu, thou Son of the eternal God, have com-
passion upon me!” Bound to the stake by the iron chain, with
a chaplet of straw and green twigs covered with sulphur on his
head, with his long dark face, it is said that he looked like the
Christ in whose name he was bound. Around his waist were
tied a large bundle of manuscript and a thick octavo printed
book. The torch was applied, and as the flames spread to the
straw and sulphur and flashed in his eyes, there was a piercing
cry that struck terror into the hearts of the bystanders. The
faggots were green, the burning was slow, and it was long
before in a last agony he cried again, ¢ Jesu, thou Son of the
eternal God, have mercy upon me!’ Thus died, in his forty-
fourth year, Michael Servetus Villanovanus, physician, physio-
logist, and heretic. Strange, is it not, that could he have cried,
¢ Jesu, thou Eternal Son of God!’ even at this last moment,
the chains would have been unwound, the chaplet removed,
and the faggots scattered ; but he remained faithful unto death
to what he believed was the Truth as revealed in the Bible.

2] The story of his life is the subject of my address.

Michael Servetus, known also as Michel Villeneuve, or
Michael Servetus Villanovanus, or, as he puts in one of his
books, alias Reves, was a Spaniard born at Villanueva de
Sigena, in the present province of Huesca. When on trial at
Vienna, he gave Tudela, Navarre, as his birthplace, at Geneva,
Villanueva of Aragon; and at one place he gave as the date of
his birth 1509, and at the other 1511. The former is usually
thought to be the more correct. As at Villanueva de Sigena
there are records of his family, and as the family altar, made
by the father of Servetus, still exists, we may take it that at
any rate the place of his birth is settled. The altar-screen is
a fine piece of work, with ten paintings. I am indebted to
Signor Antonio Virgili, of Barcelona, for the photograph of it
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here reproduced (Fig. ). Servetus seems to have helonged2i
to a good family in easy circumstances, and at his trial he said
he came of an ancient race, living nobly.

From the convent school he probably went to the neighbour-
ing University of Saragossa. Possibly he may have studied
for the priesthood, but however that may be be, there is evi-
dence that he was a precocious youth, and well read in Latin,
Greek, and Hebrew, the last two very unusual accomplishments
at that period.

We next hear of him at Toulouse, studying canon and civil
law. He could not have been twenty when he entered the
service of the Friar Quintana, confessor to the Emperor
Charles V, apparently as his private secretary. In the suite of
the Emperor he went to Italy, and was present when Pope
and Emperor entered Bologna, and ¢ he saw the most powerful
prince of the age at the head of 20,000 veterans kneeling and
kissing the feet of the Pope.” Here he had his first impression
of the worldliness and mercenary character of the Papacy,
hatred of which, very soon after, we find to have become an
obsession.

In the summer of 1530 the Emperor attended the Diet of
Augsburg, where the Princes succeeded in getting Protestant-
ism recognized politically. Such a gathering must have had a
profound influence on the young student, already, we may
suppose, infected with the new doctrines. Possibly at Sara-
gossa, or at Toulouse, he may have become acquainted with the
writings of Luther. Such an expression of opinion as the
following, written before his twenty-first year, could scarcely
have been of a few months’ growth: ‘For my own part, I
neither agree nor disagree in every particular with either
Catholic or Reformer. Both of them seem to me to have some-
thing of truth and something of error in their views; and
whilst each sees the other’s shortcomings, neither sees his own.
God in his goodness give us all to understand our errors, and
incline us to put them away. It would be easy enough, indeed,
to judge dispassionately of everything, were we but suffered
without molestation by the churches freely to speak our minds.’
(Willis.)
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How far he held any personal communication with the Ger- (2]
man reformers is doubtful. It is quite possible, and Tollin,
his chief biographer, makes him visit Luther. We do not
know how long he held service with Quintana, Tollin thinks a
year and a half. It is not unlikely that the good friar was
glad to get rid of a young secretary infected with heresy so
shocking as that contained in his first book, published in 1531;
indeed, there is a statement to the effect that a monk in the
suite of Quintana found the book in a shop at Ratisbon and
hastened to tell the confessor of its terrible contents. Servetus
had plunged headlong into studies of the most dangerous
character, and had even embooked them in a small octavo
volume, entitled De Trinitatis Erroribus, which appeared with-
out the printer’s name, but on the title-page the author, Michael
Serveto, alias Reves ab Aragonia, Hispanum, and with the
date Mmpxxx1. In the innocency of his heart he thought the
work would be a good introduction to the more liberal of the
Swiss reformers, but they would have none of it, and were
inexpressibly shocked at its supposed blasphemies. Nor did
he fare better at Strassburg; and even the kind-hearted Bucer [3]
said that the author of such a work should be disembowelled
and torn in pieces.

In thorny theological questions a layman naturally seeks
gshelter, and I am glad to quote the recent opinion of a dis-
tinguished student of the period, Professor Emerton,’ on this
youthful phase of the life of Servetus. ‘He would not admit
that the eternal Son of God was to appear as man, but only
that a man was to come who should be the Son of God. This
is the earliest intimation we have as to the speculations which
were occupying the mind of the young scholar. It is highly
significant that from the start he was impressed with what we
ghould now call the historical view of theology. As he read
the Old Testament, its writers seemed to him to be referring
to things that their hearers would understand. Their gaze
into the future was limited by the fortunes of the people at
the moment. To imagine them possessed of all the divine

! Harvard Theological Review, April, 1909.
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(31 mysteries, and to have in mind the person of the man Jesus as

the ultimate object of all their prophetic vision, was to reflect
back the knowledge of history into a past to which such knowl-
edge was impossible. So far as I can understand him, this is
the key to all of Servetus’ later thought. His manner of ex-
pressing himself is confusing and intricate to the last degree,
so much so that neither in his own time nor since has any one
dared to say that he understood it. To his contemporaries he
was a half-mad fanatic; to those who have studied him, even
sympathetically, his thought remains to a great extent enig-
matical ; but this one point is fairly clear: that he grasped, as
no one up to his time had grasped, this one central motion,
that, whatever the divine plan may have been, it must be
revealed by the long, slow movement of history—that, to
understand the record of the past, it must be read, so far as
that is possible, with the mind of those to whom it was imme-
diately addressed, and must not be twisted into the meanings
that may suit the fancy of later generations.’

‘To have seized upon such an idea as this—an idea which
has begun to come to its rights only within our memories—
was an achievement which marks this youth of twenty as at all
events an extraordinary individual, a disturbing element in his
world, a man who was not likely to let the authorities rest
calmly in possession of all the truth there was.’

In the fellowing year, 1532, two dialogues appeared, ex-
planatory and conciliatory, a little book which only aggra-
vated the offence, and feeling the Protestant atmosphere too
hot, Servetus went to Paris. Dropping this name by which he
has been known, and closing this brief but stormy period, for
the next twenty-one years we now follow Michel Villeneuve,
or Michael Villanovanus, in a varied career as student, lec-
turer, practitioner, author and editor, still nursing the uncon-
querable hope that the world might be reformed could he but
restore the primitive doctrine of the Church.

155

We know very little of this his first stay in Paris. Possibly
he found employment as teacher, or as reader to the press. At
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MICHAEL SERVETUS 9

this period his path first crossed that of Calvin, then a young 81
student. Of about the same age, both ardent students, both
on the high road of emancipation from the faith of their birth,
they must have had many discussions on theological questions.
One may conclude from the reproachful sentence of Calvin
many years later, ¢ Vous avez fuy le luite’, that arrangements
had been made for a public debate.

After a short stay at Avignon and Orleans, we next find
Servetus at Lyons, in the employ of the Trechsels brothers,
the famous printers. Those were the days of fine editions of
the classics and other books, which required the assistance of
scholarly men to edit and correct. He brought out a splendid
folio of Ptolemy’s Geography, 1535 (Fig. 4), with commen-
taries on the different countries, which show a wide range of
knowledge in so young a man. It is marked also by many
examples of independent criticism, as, when speaking of Pales-
tine, he says that the ¢ Promised Land’ was anything but a
¢ promising land’, and instead of flowing with milk and
honey, and a land of corn, olives and vineyards, it was inhos-
pitable and barren, and the stories about its fertility nothing
but boasting and untruth. He seems to have been brought to
task for this, as in the second edition, 1541, this section does
not exist. For this work he was paid by the Trechsels 500
Crowns.

It is possible that Servetus and Rabelais may have met at
Lyons, as at this time the  great Dissimulator > was physician
to the Hotel-Dieu, but there is nothing in the writings of
either to indicate that their paths crossed. The man who had
the greatest influence upon him at Lyons was Symphorien
Champier, one of the most interesting and distinguished of the
medical humanists of the early part of the sixteenth century.
Servetus helped him with his French Pharmacopoeia, and
Pastor Tollin will have it that Champier even made a home
for the poor scholar. An ardent Galenist, an historian, the
founder of the hospital and of the medical school, Champier
had the usual predilection of the student of those days for
astrology. Probably from him Servetus received his instruc-
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(8] tions in the subject. At any rate, when the distinguished
Professor of Medicine of Tiibingen, Fuchsius, attacked Cham-
pier on the ground of his astrological vagaries, Servetus took
up his pen and replied in defence with a pamphlet entitled
‘In Leonhardum Fuchsium defensio apologetica pro Sym-
phoriano Campeggio ’, an exceedingly rare item, the only one
indeed of the writings of Servetus that I have not seen in the
original.

Stimulated doubtless by the example and precept of Cham-
pier, Servetus returned to Paris to study medicine. Fairly
rich in pocket with the proceeds of his literary work, he at-
tached himself first to the College of Calvi, and afterwards to
that of the Lombards, and it is said that he took the degrees
of M.A. and M.D., but of this I am told that there is no docu-
mentary evidence.

Of his life in Paris we have very little direct evidence,
except in connexion with a single incident. We know that
he came into intimate contact with three men—Guinther of
Andernach, Jacobus Sylvius, and Vesalius. Guinther and

(41 Sylvius must have been men after his own heart, ripe scholars,

ardent Galenists, and keen anatomists. In the Institutiones
Anatomicae (Basel, 1539), Guinther speaks of Servetus in
connexion with Vesalius, who was at this time his fellow
pro-sector. ‘And after him by Michael Villanovanus, dis-
tinguished by his literary acquirements of every kind, and
scarcely second to any in his knowledge of Galenical doctrine.’
With their help he states that he has examined the whole body,
and demonstrated to the students all of the muscles, veins,
arteries, and nerves. There was at this time a very keen re-
vival in the study of anatomy in Paris, and to have been
associated with such a young genius as Vesalius, already a
brilliant dissector, must have been in itself a liberal education
in the subject. It is easy to understand whence was derived
the anatomical knowledge upon which was based the far-reach-
ing generalization with which the name of Servetus is asso-
ciated in physiology.

But the Paris incident of which we know most is connected
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with certain lectures on judicial astrology. We have seen that (4]
at Lyons, Servetus had defended his friend and patron Sym-
phorien Champier, through whom he had doubtless become
familiar with its practice. Though forbidden by the Church,
judicial astrology was still in favour in some universities, and
was practised largely by physicians occupying the most distin-
guished positions. In those days few were strong minded
enough to defy augury, and in popular belief all were ¢ servile
to skiey influences’. It was contrary to the regulations of the
Paris Faculty to lecture on the subject, though at this time the
king had in his employ a professional astrologist, Thibault.
Shortly after reaching Paris Servetus began a course of lec-
tures on the subject, which very soon brought him into conflict
with the authorities.

The admirable practice for the Dean to write out each year
his report, has preserved for us the full details of the proce-
dure against Servetus. Duboulay, in his History of the
Unwersity of Paris, vol. vi, has extracted the whole affair from
the Dean’s Commentary, as it is called, of the year. He says
that a certain student of medicine, a Spaniard, or as he says,
from Navarre, but with a Spanish father, had taught for some
days in Paris in 1537 judicial astrology or divination. After
having found out that this was condemned by the Doctors of
the Faculty, he caused to be printed a certain apology in which
he attacked the doctors, and moreover declared that wars and
pests and all the affairs of men depended on the heavens and
on the stars, and he imposed on the public by confounding
true and judicial astrology. The Dean goes on to state that,
accompanied by two of his colleagues, he tried to prevent Vil-
lanovanus from publishing the apology, and met him leaving
the school where he had been making a dissection of the body
with a surgeon, and in the presence of several of the scholars,
and of two or three doctors, he not only refused to stop the
publication, but he threatened the Dean with bitter words.

The Faculty appears to have had some difficulty in getting
the authorities to move in the matter. Possibly we may see
here the influence of the court astrologer, Thibault. After
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(4] many attempts, and after appealing to the Theological Faculty
and the Congregation of the University, the question was taken
up by Parliament. The speeches of counsel for the Faculty,
for the University, for Villanovanus, and for the Parliament
are given in full. The Parliament decided that the printed
apology should be recalled, the booksellers were forbidden to
keep them, the lectures on astrology were forbidden, and Vil-
lanovanus was urged to treat the Faculty with respect. But
on their part they were asked to deal with the offender gently,
and in a parental fashion. It is a very interesting trial, and
the Dean evidently enjoyed his triumph. He says that he took
with him three theologians, two doctors in medicine, the Dean
of the Faculty of Canonical Law, and the Procurator-General
of the University. The affair was discussed by Parliament
with closed doors.

The Apologetica disceptatio pro astrologia, the rarest of
the Servetus items, the only copy known being in the Biblio-
théque Nationale, is an eight leaf pamphlet, without title-
page, pagination, or printer’s name. The friends of the Fac-
ulty must have been very successful in their confiscation of
the work. Tollin, who discovered the original, has reprinted
it (Berlin, 1880). It was not hard for Servetus to cite power-
ful authorities on his side, and he summons in his defence the
great quartette, Plato, Aristotle, Hippocrates, and Galen. A
practical star-gazer, he took his own observations, and the
pamphlet records an eclipse of Mars by the moon. He must,
too, have been a student of the weather, as he speaks of giving
in his lectures public predictions which caused great astonish-
ment. The influence of the moon in determining the critical
days of diseases, a favourite doctrine of Galen, is fully dis-
cussed, and he says that Galen’s opinion should be written in
letters of gold. He rests content with these great authorities,
referring very briefly to one or two minor lights. He scoffs
at the well-known bitter attack on divination by Picus.

It took several generations to eradicate completely from the
profession a belief in astrology, which lingered well into the
seventeenth century. In his Vulgar Errors, discussing the
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¢ Canicular’ or  Dog Days’, Sir Thomas Browne expresses his [4]
opinion of astrology in the most characteristic language. ‘ Nor
do we hereby reject or condemn a sober and regulated Astrol-
ogy; we hold there is more truth therein than in Astrologers;
in some more than many allow, yet in none so much as some
pretend. We deny not the influence of the Starres, but often
suspect the due application thereof; for though we should
affirm that all things were in all things; that heaven were but
earth celestified, and earth but heaven terrestrified, or that
each part above had an influence upon its divided affinity
below ; yet how to single out these relations, and duly to apply
their actions, is a work oft times to be effected by some revela-
tion, and Cabala from above, rather then any Philosophy, or
speculation here below.’

Among the auditors of Servetus was a young man, Pierre
Paumier, the Archbishop of Vienne, who appears to have
befriended him in Paris, and who a few years later asked him
to be his body physician. The astrology trial was settled in
March, 1537.

Servetus cannot have been very long a student of medicine,
but never lacking in assurance, he came before the world as a [5]
medical author in the little treatise on Syrups and their use
(Fig. 5). Association with Champier, whom he had helped
in an edition of his French Pharmacopoeia, had made him
familiar with the subject. The first three chapters are taken
up with the views on ¢ Concoctions’ or ¢ Digestions ’, of which
at that time a series, from the first to the fourth, was recog-
nized. He pleads for a unity of the process, and, as Willis
remarks, he makes the very shrewd remark at that day, ¢ that
diseases are only perversions of natural functions and not new
entities introduced into the body.’ The greater part of the
treatise is taken up with theoretical discussions on the opinions
of Galen, Hippocrates, and Avicenna. The ¢ Composition and
use of the Syrups’ is deferred to the fifth and a concluding
(sixth) chapter.

The little book appears to have been popular, and was
reprinted twice at Venice, 1545 and 1548, and twice at Lyons,
1546 and 1547.
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[T

Whether the adverse decision of Parliament disgusted him
with Paris, or whether through some friend the opportunity
to settle in practice had offered, we next hear of Villeneuve
at Charlieu, a small town about twelve miles from Lyons,
where he spent a year, or part of the year 1538-9. Here his
old Paris friend Paumier sought him and induced him to
settle at Vienne, offering him apartments in the palace, and an
appointment as his body physician. After nearly ten years of
wandering, at last, in a peaceful home in the fine old Roman
city, with its good society, and under the protection of the
Primate of all France, Servetus spent the next fourteen years
as a practising physician.

Few details of his life are known. He retained his associa-
tion with the Trechsels, the printers, who had set up a branch
establishment in Vienne. In 1541 he brought out a new edi-
tion of Ptolemy, with a dedication to the Archbishop. From
the preface we have a glimpse of a genial group of companions,
all interested in the new studies. Several critical items in the
edition of 1535 disappear in the new one of 1541, e.g. the scoff-
ing remarks about Palestine; and in mentioning the royal
touch, instead of, ‘I have myself seen the King touching
many with this disease (i.e. Scrofula), but I have not seen
that they were cured,” he says, ‘I have heard that many were
cured.” Perhaps he felt it unbecoming in a member of an
ecclesiastical circle, and living under the patronage of the
Archbishop, to say anything likely to give offence.

In the following year he issued an edition of Pagnini’s Bible
in a fine folio (Fig. 6). Its chief interest to us is the testi-
mony that Servetus was still deep in theological studies, for
the commentaries in the work place him among the earliest
and boldest of the higher critics. The prophetic psalms, and
the numerous prophecies in Isaiah and Daniel are interpreted
in the light of contemporary events, but as Willis remarks,
‘ These numerous excessively free and highly heterodox inter-
pretations appear to have lost Villeneuve neither countenance
nor favour at Vienne.
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For another Liyons’ publisher, Frelon, he edited a number
of educational works, and through him the Vienne physician
was put in correspondence with the Geneva reformer.

A dreamer, an enthusiast, a mystic, Servetus was possessed
with the idea that could but the doctrines of the Church be
reformed the world could be won to a primitive, simple Chris-
tianity. We have already seen his attempt to bring the Swiss
Reformers into what he thought correct views upon the Trin-
ity. He now began a correspondence with Calvin on this
subject, and on the question of the Sacraments. The letters,
which are extant, in tone and contents shocked and disgusted
Calvin to such a degree that in a communication to Farel,
dated February, 1546, after stating that Servetus had offered
to come to Geneva, he adds, ‘I will not pledge my faith to
him; for did he come if I have any authority here I should
never suffer him to go away alive.

For years Servetus had in preparation the work which he
fondly hoped would restore primitive Christianity. Part of a
MS. of this he had sent to Calvin. Having tried in vain to
get it published, he decided to print it privately at Vienne.
Arrangements were made with a local printer, who set up a
separate press in a small house, and in a few months 1,000
copies were printed. The title-page here reproduced (Fig. 7)
has the date 1553, and on the last page the initials of his name,
M8 V2

He must have known that the work was likely to cause great
commotion in the Church, but he hoped that the identity of
the author would be as little suspected as that the Vienne
physician, Michael Villeneuve, was Michael Servetus of the
heretical de Trinitatis Erroribus. Intended for distribution
in Germany, Switzerland, and Italy, the work was made up
into bales of 100 copies for distribution to the trade. Prob-
ably from their mutual friend Frelon Calvin received a couple
of copies. The usual story is that through one William Trie
as a medium, Calvin denounced Villeneuve to the inquisition
at Vienne. This was the view of Servetus himself, and is
supported by Willis, Tollin, and others; but advocates of Cal-

-

5]
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(5] vin continue to deny that there is sufficient evidence of his
active participation at this stage.

There was at this time at Lyons the well-known inquisitor
Orry, who ten years before had brought Rtienne Dolet to the
stake. No sooner had he got scent of the affair than he under-
took the prosecution with his customary zeal, and Servetus
was arrested. The preliminary trial at Vienne is chiefly of
interest on account of the autobiographical details which
Servetus gives. The evidence against him was so overwhelm-
ing that he was committed to prison. Surrounded by his
friends, who must have been greatly shocked and distressed to
find their favourite physician in so terrible a plight, abun-
dantly supplied with money, with the prison discipline very
lax as the jailer was his friend, it is not surprising that the
day after his commitment Servetus escaped, greatly no doubt
to the relief of the Archbishop and the authorities. The
inquisitor had to be content with burning an effigy of the
heretic with some 500 copies of his work.

(6] From April 7 until the middle of July Servetus disappears
from view, and we next meet with him, of all places in the
world, at Geneva. Why he should have run this risk has been
much discussed, but the explanation given by Guizot is prob-
ably the correct one. At that time the Liberals, or ¢ Liber-
tines’, as they were called because of their hostility to Calvin,
“fully expected to triumph. ¢ One of their leaders, Ami Perrin,
was first Syndic: a man of their party, Gueroult, who had been
banished from Geneva, had been corrector of the press at the
time when the Restoration of Christianity was published, and
thanks to the influence of his patrons, the Libertines, he had
returned to Geneva, and would naturally be the medium be-
tween them and Servetus. Taking a comprehensive view of
the whole case and the antecedents of all those concerned in it,
I am convinced that Servetus, defeated at Vienne, went to
Geneva, relying on the support of the Libertines, whilst they
on their side expected to obtain efficacious help from him
against Calvin’ He seems to have been nearly a month in
Geneva before his arrest on the morning of August 14.

&




§n . e 1

CHRISFTIANGE

SMI:RESTITN?
TIO.,("

A

Totins ecclefie apofiolica eff ad sz limina vo-
catio, in inregrum reflstutacognitione Dei , fides
Chrifts 11{/‘//?[’(’[1072/4’ nofire , regenerattonss /zdpt'
[mz, o cane domint manducarionts. Re fatuto PAN
nigue nobis 7‘4’(4)”10 m’/cﬁ: Babylonisimpie captini-
tate foluta , & Antichrifto cum [uis penitis de-

Slruélo.

ﬁf"/’ 7"72:»—

.
g 3

L »

=en SRama s Rnn nes
1 YEV 7O AINEpOS & 7% prayc_:_ 3

ih

M. DL TET,

Dancelis M4 vhas Sient

Juani < Tran ;’q ‘/vn ne -
j “f

< -~

,_; "L‘u’l C,u‘l{ .
--L?" 41*\ ]Lfg‘f :'(‘C
F”‘; -?l ("‘\'1 g
{
,4\/“ 5e .7.’.’c' aL :_, Py /rnq,p

& l"'!{‘(-f '&ﬁ

Fie. 7.







B e ——r—

Fia. 8—Servetus in Prison.







L. e

MICHAEL SERVETUS . 17

The full account of this famous heresy trial has lost much re]
of its interest so far as the doctrinal details are concerned. At
this distance, with our modern ideas, the procedure seems
very barbarous. Servetus was cruelly treated in prison, and
there is a letter from him which speaks of his shocking con-
dition, without proper clothing, and a prey to vermin. Mad-
emoiselle Roch has well depicted this phase of the martyr’s
career in her fine statue which has been erected at Anamnese,
and which is here reproduced (Fig. 8). The full report of
the trial may be followed in the account given by Willis, and
the ¢ Procés-Verbal * was in existence at Geneva in manuscript.

One thing seems clear, that while at first the accusations
were largely concerned with the heretical views of Servetus,
later the public prosecutor laid more stress upon the political
side of the case, accusing him of conspiracy with the Liber-
tines. The trial divided Geneva into hostile camps, and it
sometimes looked as though Calvin, quite as much as Servetus,
was on trial. To strengthen their hands the clerical party
appealed to the Swiss churches. The answer, strong enough
in condemning the heresy and blasphemy, refrained from
specifying the kind of punishment.

Accustomed in France to hear the Swiss Reformers branded
as the worst type of heretics, Servetus appears never to have
understood why he should not have been received with open
arms by the Protestants, whose one desire was the same as his
own, the restoration of primitive faith and practice. He made
a brave fight, and brought strong countercharges against
Calvin, whom he accused specifically of causing his arrest at
Vienne. He offered to discuss the questions at issue publicly,
an offer which Calvin would have accepted had the syndics
allowed. The whole city was in a ferment, and Sunday after
Sunday Calvin and the other pastors thundered from their
pulpits against the blasphemies of the Spaniard. After drag-
ging its weary length for nearly two months, the public feel-
ing veered strongly to the side of Calvin, and on October 27
the Council, by a majority vote, resolved that in consideration
of his great errors and blasphemies, the prisoner should be
burnt alive.
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Servetus appears to have been a curious compound of
audacity and guilelessness. The announcement of the con-
demnation appears to have completely stunned him, as he
seems mever to have considered its possibility. He sent for
Calvin and asked his pardon, but there was bitterness in the
heart of the great reformer whose account of the interview is
not very pleasant reading.

On the morning of the 27th, the Tribunal assembled before
the porch of the Hotel de Ville to read to the prisoner his
formal condemnation, under ten separate heads, the two most
important of which relate to the doctrine of the Trinity, and
Infant Baptism. It is curious that under one of the headings
he should be denounced as an arrogant innovator, and an
inventor of heresies against Popery! The entreaty of Servetus
for a more merciful mode of death (for which, to his credit,
be it said, Calvin also pleaded) was in vain. The procession
at once formed to the place of execution.

Nothing in his life, it may be said, became him like the
leaving of it. As Guizot remarks, ¢ The dignity of the philoso-
pher triumphed over the weakness of the man, and Servetus
died heroically and calmly at that stake the very thought of
which had at first filled him with terror.’

There will be dedicated next year at Vienne a monument
commemorating the services of Servetus as an independent
spirit in theology, and as a pioneer in physiology.

It has been said that Sappho survives because we sing her
songs, and Aeschylus because we read his plays, but it would
be difficult to explain the widespread interest in Servetus from
any knowledge men have of his writings. The pathos of his
fate, which scandalized Gibbon more profoundly than all the
human hecatombs of Spain or Portugal, accounts for it in
part. Then there is the limited circle of those who regard
him as a martyr to the Unitarian confession; while scientific
men have a very definite interest in him as one of the first to
make a substantial contribution to our knowledge of the cir-
culation of the blood. His theological and physiological views
call for brief comments.



MICHAEL SERVETUS 19

IV

Next to theology itself the study of medicine has been a
great heresy breeder. From the days of Arnold of Villanova
and Pierre of Abano, there have been noted heretics in our
ranks. Bossuet defines a heretic as < One who has opinions ’.
Servetus seems to have been charged with opinions like a
Leyden jar. His most notable ones concerned the Trinity and
Infant Baptism. Wracked almost to destruction in the third
and fourth centuries on the subject of the Trinity, the final
conquest of Arianism found its expression in that magnificent
human document the Athanasian Creed, with which the
Catholic Church has for ever settled the question, in language
which sends a cold shudder down the backs of heretics. But
there have always been turbulent souls who could not rest
satisfied, and who would bring up unpleasant points from the
Bible—men who were not able to accept Dante’s wise advice:
—*“Mad is he who hopes that our reason can traverse the
infinite way which one Substance as Three Persons holds. Be
content oh human race with the Quia’.

The doctrine has been a great breeding ground of heretics,
the smoke of whose burning has been a sweet savour in the
nostrils alike of Catholics and Protestants. Even to-day, so
deeply ingrained is the catholic creed, that nearly everything
in the way of doctrinal vagary is forgiven save denial of the
Trinity, which is thought to put a man outside the pale of
normal Christianity. If this is the feeling to-day, imagine
what it must have been in the middle of the sixteenth century !

Servetus wrote two theological works—de Trinitatis Errori-
bus, published in 1531, followed by a supplement in 1532. To
these I have already referred. Living a double life at Vienne,
to the inhabitants he was the careful and kind practitioner of
medicine, to whom they had become devoted, but all the while,
nourishing the dream of his youth, he had in preparation a
work which he believed would win the world to Christ by puri-
fying the Church from grave errors in doctrine.

I have already spoken of the printing of the Christianismi
Restitutio. Mainly concerned with most abstruse questions

L
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(7] concerning the Trinity and Infant Baptism, it is a most diffi-
cult work to read, and, as theologians confess, a still more
difficult one to understand. Professor Emerton, in his article
trom which I have already quoted, gives in a few paragraphs
the essence of his views. ¢ He finds the central fact of Chris-
tion speculation, not in the doctrine of the Trinity as formu-
lated by the schools, but in the fact of the divine incarnation
in the person of Jesus. He admits the divine birth, explain-
ing it as in harmony with a general law of divine manifesta-
tion whereby the spiritual is revealed in the material. He
would not accept the idea of an eternal sonship, except in this
sense, that the divine Word, the Logos, had always been active
as the expression in outward form of the divine activity. So,
in the fullness of time, this same Logos produced a being
from a human mother upon whom at the moment of his birth
the divine Spirit was breathed. Obviously this is not the
“ oternal Son ” of the creeds, and herein lay the special theo-
logical crime of Servetus. In his criticism of the church order,
of the papal government, of the sacramental system, he does
not differ essentially from the more radical of the reformers.
On the essential matters of baptism and the Eucharist he goes
quite beyond the established reforming churches. In both
cases he invokes the principle of plain reason. He rejects
Infant Baptism on the ground that the infant can have no
faith, and that the practice is therefore mere incantation. He
denies transubstantiation on the rational basis that substances
and accidents may not be separated, and does not spare the
reforming leaders for what seemed to him their half-hearted
attitude on this point. His language throughout is harsh and
violent, except where, as at the close of his chapters, he passes
over into the forms of devotion and closes his diatribes with
prayers of great beauty and spirituality.’

The Christian Church early found out that there was only
one safe way of dealing with heresy. From the end of the
fourth century, when the habit began, to its climax on St.
Bartholomew’s Day, it was universally recognized that omly
dead heretics ceased to be troublesome. History affords ample




MICHAEL SERVETUS 21

evidence of the efficacy of repressive measures, often carried (7]
out on a scale of noble proportions. France is Catholic be-
cause of a root and branch policy ; England’s Protestantism is
an enduring testimony to the thoroughness with which Henry
VIII carried out his measures. As De Foe says in his famous
pamphlet, Shortest way with Dissenters, if a man is obstinate
and persists in having an opinion of his own, contrary to that
held by a majority of his fellows, and if the opinion is per-
nicious and jeopardizes his eternal salvation, it is much safer
to burn him than to allow his doctrines to spread! For 1,200
years this policy kept heresy within narrow limits until the
great outbreak. The very best men of the day were consenting
to the death of heretics. The spirit of Protestantism was
against it; Luther nobly so. Judged by his age Servetus was
a rank heretic, and as deserving of death as any ever tied to a
stake. We can scarcely call him a martyr of the Church.—
What Church would own him? All the same, we honour his
memory as a martyr to the truth as he saw it.

Servetus was a student of medicine in Paris with Sylvius
and Guinther, two of the most ardent of the revivers of the
Galenic anatomy. More important still, he was a fellow stu-
dent and pro-sector with Vesalius. He wrote one little medical
book of no special merit. The works which he edited, which
brought him more money than fame, indicate an independent
and critical spirit. Vienne was a small town, in which we
cannot think there was any scientific stimulus, though it was
in a region noted for its intellectual activity.

In possession of a fact in physiology of the very first mo-
ment, Servetus described it with extraordinary clearness and
accuracy. But so little did he think of the discovery, of so
trifling importance did it appear in comparison with the great
task in hand of restoring Christianity, that he used it simply
as an illustration when discussing the nature of the Holy
Spirit in his work Christianismi Restitutio. The discovery
was nothing less than that of the passage of the blood from the
right side of the heart to the left through the lungs, what is
known as pulmonary, or lesser circulation.
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In the year 1553 the views of Galen everywhere prevailed.
The great master had indeed effected a revolution in the
knowledge of the circulation almost as great as that made by
Harvey in the seventeenth century. Briefly stated there were
two bloods, the natural and the vital, in two practically closed
systems, the veins and the arteries. The liver was the central
organ of the venous system, the ‘shop’ as Burton calls it, in
which the chylus was converted into blood and from which it
was distributed by the veins to all parts of the body for
nourishment. The veins were rather vessels containing the
blood than tubes for its transmission—irrigating canals Galen
called them. Galen knew the structure of the heart, the ar-
rangement of its valves, and the direction in which the blood
passed, but its chief function was not, as we suppose, mechani-
cal, but in the left ventricle, the seat of life, the vital spirits
were generated, being a mixture of inspired air and blood. By
an alternate movement of dilatation and collapse of the arteries
the blood with the vital spirits were kept in constant motion.*
Galen had demonstrated that the arteries and the veins com-
municated with each other at the periphery. A small quantity
of the blood went, he believed, from the right side of the heart
to the lungs, for their nourishment, and in this way passed to
the left side of the heart; but the chief communication be-
tween the two systems was through pores in the ventricular
septum, the thick muscular wall separating the two chief
chambers of the heart.

The literature may be searched in vain for any other than
the Galenic view up to 1553. Even Vesalius, who could not

2 §o firmly entrenched was the Galenic physiology that the new
views of Harvey made at first very slow progress. In Burton’s
Anatomy of Melancholy, which is a sort of epitome of medical
knowledge of the seventeenth century, is the following descrip-
tion: ‘ The left creek (i. e. ventricle) has the form of a cone, and
is the seat of life, which, as a torch doth oil, draws blood unto it
begetting of it spirits and fire, and as a fire in a torch so are
spirits in the blood; and by that great artery called aorta, it sends
vital spirits over the body, and takes air from the lungs.’
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understand from its structure how even the smallest quantity
of blood could pass through the septum dividing the ventricles,
offered no other explanation. The more one knows of the
Galenic physiology, the less one is surprised that it had so
captivated the minds of men. The description of the new way
which Servetus describes is found in the fifth hook of the
Christianismi Restitutio, in which he is discussing the nature
of the Holy Spirit. After mentioning the threefold spirit of
the body of man, natural, vital, and animal, he goes on to
discuss the vital spirit, and in a few paragraphs describes the
pulmonary circulation. ‘Rightly to understand the question
here, the first thing to be considered is the substantial genera-
tion of the vital spirit—a compound of the inspired air with
the most subtle portion of the blood. The vital spirit has,
therefore, its source in the left ventricle of the heart, the lungs
aiding most essentially in its production. It is a fine at-
tenuated spirit, elaborated by the power of heat, of a crimson
colour and fiery potency—the lucid vapour as it were of the
blood, substantially composed of water, air, and fire; for it is
engendered, as said, by the mingling of the inspired air with
the more subtle portion of the blood which the right ventricle
of the heart communicates to the left. This communication,
however, does not take place through the septum, partition, or
midwall of the heart, as commonly believed, but by another
admirable contrivance, the blood being transmitted from the
pulmonary artery to the pulmonary vein, by a lengthened
passage through the lungs, in the course of which it is elab-
orated and becomes of a crimson colour. Mingled with the
inspired air in this passage, and freed from fuliginous vapours
by the act of expiration, the mixture being now complete in
every respect, and the blood become fit dwelling-place of the
vital spirit, it is finally attracted by the diastole, and reaches
the left ventricle of the heart.

‘Now that the communication and elaboration take place
in the lungs in the manner described, we are assured by the
conjunctions and communications of the pulmonary artery
with the pulmonary vein. The great size of the pulmonary
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8] artery seems of itself to declare how the matter stands; for
this vessel would neither have been of such a size as it is, nor
would such a force of the purest blood have been sent through
it to the lungs for their nutrition only; neither would the
heart have supplied the lungs in such fashion, seeing as we do
that the lungs in the foetus are nourished from another
source—those membranes or valves of the heart not coming
into play until the hour of birth, as Galen teaches. The blood
must consequently be poured in such large measures at the
moment of birth from the heart to the lungs for another
purpose than the nourishment of those organs. Moreover, it
is not simply air, but air mingled with blood that is returned
from the lungs to the heart by the pulmonary veins.

¢Tt is in the lungs, consequently, that the mixture (of the
inspired air with the blood) takes place, and it is in the lungs
also, not in the heart, that the crimson colour of the blood is
acquired. There is not indeed capacity of room enough in the
left ventricle of the heart for so great and important an
elaboration, neither does it seem competent to produce the
crimson colour. To conclude, the septum or middle portion of
the heart, seeing that it is without vessels and special proper-
ties, is not fitted to permit and accomplish the communication
and elaboration in question, although it may be that some
transudation takes place through it. It is by a mechanism
similar to that by which the transfusion from the vena portae
to the vena cava takes place in the liver, in respect of the
blood, that the transfusion from the pulmonary artery to the
pulmonary vein takes place in the lungs, in respect of the
spirit> (Willie’s translation). I here reproduce from the
Vienna example the two pages from which the greater part of
this description is taken (Figs. 9 and 10).

The important elements here are: First, the clear statement
of the function of the pulmonary artery; secondly, the trans-
mission of the impure or venous blood through the lungs from
the right side of the heart to the left; thirdly, the recognition
of an elaboration or transformation in the lungs, so that with
the freeing the blood of ¢ fuliginous vapours’, there was at the
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same time a change to the crimson colour of the arterial blood ; (8]
fourthly, the direct demial of a communication of the two
bloods, by means of orifices in the septum between the ven-
tricles.

He had no idea of the general or systematic circulation, and
so far as the left heart and the arteries were concerned he
-believed them to be the seat of the vital blood and spirits.

It is not hard to imagine how Servetus had become emanci-
pated from the old views. A student at Paris at a most oppor-
tune period, when dissection had become popular, he had had
as pro-sector to Guinther exceptional opportunities. But more
important still, he had as fellow worker the anatomical arch-
heretic, Andreas Vesalius, already imbued with the conviction
that his teachers were wrong in regarding Galen as inspired
and infallible. It was at this very period that Vesalius had
pointed out to his teacher Sylvius the error of Galen about the (9]
aortic valves; and when one considers the extraordinary ra-
pidity with which Vesaliug reformed human anatomy, before
he had completed his twenty-eighth year, it is not surprising
that his colleague and co-worker should have discovered one of
the great truths of physiology.

The Christianismi Restitutio was never published, and the
discovery of Servetus remained unrecognized until the atten-
tion of Wotton was called to it by Charles Bernard, a St.
Bartholomew’s Hospital surgeon.’ Meanwhile it had been
rediscovered, and among the many vagaries with which the
history of the circulation of the blood is marked, not the least
striking is the attempt to rob Servetus of his credit. In 1559
there was published a work by Realdus Colombo,* a student of
Vesalius and his successor at Padua, in which the circulation
of the blood from the right side of the heart to the left is
clearly described. It is impossible to say that he had added
anything to the account just given, and the far-fetched view
has been maintained that Italian students at Paris had ac-

* William Wotton, Reflections upon ancient and modern learning,
1697, page 229.
* De re Anatomica Venetiis.
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170 DE TRINITATE

1¢,qualnuncaudies.Hinc dicicuranimaeflein fanguine,&
armimaiplaeffe fanguis,fiue fanguineus {piritus.Non di~
citur anima principaliter efle in parietibus cordis, aut in
corpore ipfo cerebri,aut hepatis, fedinfanguine ,vtdo~
cetiple Deusgenel.g. Leutt.i7.cc Deut. 12.

Ad quam rem et priusintelligenda fubftantialis gene
ratidiplws vicalis {pmicus, quiexaere infpiraco & fubd
lifssmo fangutne coponitu r,& nuorrtur, Vitalis fpmrusi
finiftro cordis vétriculo fua originé habet,iunatibus ma-
ximé pulmonibusadiptius generanonem. Eft {piritus te
nuis , caloris vi elaboratus , Hauo colore ignea potens
ua, vedicquali ex puriorifanguine lucidus vapor, {fub-~
ftantiam in fe continensaqua acris & ignis  Generatur
ex fadtam pulmoalbus mixtionein[pirari acriscil elabo
rato fubrili Angume,qué dexteryéericulus cordis finiftro
comnrunicat. F1t autem cdmunicatio hac,non per pane
tem cordis.mediii, vt valgo creditisr.Sed magno araficio
a dextro cordisventricuio,longo per pulmones ductu,a-
gitatut fanguis fubrilista pulmonibus preparatur,flauug
efficitur:& 2 venaarteriofa in artersa venofam transfune
ditur . Deinde in ipfa arceria venofa infpiraro aéry-mi -
fcetur » & expiratione a fuliginerepurgatur, Atquei~
ta tandem 2 finifiro cordis ventesculo rotum. mixcum
per diaftolem accrahitur, apta fuppellex, ve fiac {piricus
vitalis. -

Quod ita per pulmonesfiat c3icatio, & prxparatio,do
cet corundtio varna, & coicario,ven arteriofa cu arreria
venofa i pulmonibus.O&firmat hoc magnitudo inlignis
venz arteriofa,qua nec talis,nec tira facta efler, nec taca
a cordeipfo vim purilsimi fanguinisin pulmones emutte
ver,ob [0l ¢01 T nutrimentuim; nec cor pulmom’bus hac
ratione feruiret:cli prafercim ariteain embryone [olerenc
pulmonesipfi aliunde nucriri,ob membranulas illas, feu

valuu
Fie. 9. ;
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LIBER V. pge 9]
valuulas cordis,v{cgad hora natiujcaris n5dii apertas,ve
docet Galenus. Ergo ad alium vium effunditurfanguis 2
cordein pulmones hora ipfa natiuiratis, & ta copiofus.l-
t€,a pulmonibus ad cor non fimplex acr,fed mixtus fan-
guine mirticur,perarteriam venofam:ergo in pulmoni-
bus fit mixtio. Flauus ille color 2 pulmonibusdatur fan
guini [piricuofo,non a corde.In finsftro cordis ventriculo’
noneftloeus capax rantze & tam copfofze mixtionis, nec
ad lauum elaboratioilla fufficies. Demum,pariesille me-
dius,cum fit vaforum & facultarum expers,noneftaprus
ad communicationé & elaboration€illam, licet aliquid re
I:udare pofsit. Eodem artificio,quoin hepate fit transfufio
avena porcaad venam cauam propter fanguinem , fic e-
tiam in pulmone transfufio a vena arceriofa ad arte<
riam venolam propeer {piricum . Siquishac conferac
cum rjs quae {cribit Galenuslib.6.& 7.de viupartium,ve
ritatem penitusintelliger, abipfo Galeno non animad-
uerfam. _ :

lleitaq; fpiricus viealisa finiftro cordis ventriculo in

arterias totius corporis deinde cransfundicur,ira ve quite
nuior eft, fuperiora petar, vbi magisadhuc elaborarur,
pracipue in plexu retiformi,fubbafi cerebri fito,inquo
ex vitali fieri incipit animalis , ad praopriam rationalis.
animz fedem accedens . Irerum ille fortius mentis ignea
viteauatur,elaboratur,& perficitur,in tenuifsimis vafis,
{eu capillaribus arterijs , qua in plexibus choroidibus
firze func, & ipfifsimam mentem continent. Hi plexus
intima omnia cerebri penetrant , & ipfos cerebri ven -
triculos internc fuccingunt., vafa illa fecum compli -
cata,& contexra feruantes , vique ad neruorum origi-
nes, vtin eos fentiendi & mouendi faculcas inducarur..
Vafa illa miraculo magno tenuifsime contexta.s tas
-meth arceriz dicantur , func tamen fines arceriarum ,

cenden

Fi1c. 10.
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[9] quainted Servetus with the views of Colombo. It is claimed
for Colombo also that he had a better idea of the function of
respiration in the purification of the blood, by its mingling
with the air, but Servetus distinctly states that the mixture
takes place in the lungs, not, as was usually understood at the
time, in the heart itself.

Caesalpinus (1569), for whom elaborate claims are made,
also knew of the pulmonary circulation, but he thought part
of the blood went through the median septum. A more im-
portant claim is made for him of the discovery of the general
circulation, but it is remarkable that any one knowing the
history of the subject could read into his physiology anything
more than the old Galenic views.

The history of the circulation bristles with controversy and
widely divergent opinions are held as to the merits of the dif-
ferent observers. That Servetus first advanced a step beyond

(107 Galen, that Colombo and Caesalpinus reached the same con-
clusion independently—all three recognizing the lesser cir-
culation, is quite as certain as that it remained for Harvey to
open an entirely new chapter in physiology, and to introduce
modern experimental methods by which the complete cir-
culation of the blood was first clearly demonstrated.’

A word about the book Christianismi Restitutio, liber inter
rariores longe rarissimus. Only two complete copies are
known, one in the Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris, and the other
in the Imperial Library, Vienna, from which I was very

. kindly permitted to have the photographs of the title-page and
the pages describing the circulation of the blood which are
here reproduced. A third copy, imperfect, with the first six-
teen pages in MS., is in the University Library, Edinburgh.
The Paris copy is of special interest, as it belonged to Dr.
Richard Mead, the distinguished physician and book collector,
by whom it was exchanged with M. de Boze for a series of
medals. In 1784 it was secured for the Royal Library. It
may now be seen in one of the show cases of the Bibliothéque

s John C. Dalton’s History of the Circulation, 1884, gives by far
the best and fullest account of the whole subject in English.
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Nationale, of which it is one of the rare treasures. An added [10]
interest is in the fact that on the title-page occurs the name
‘Germain Colladon’, the Geneva barrister, who prosecuted
Servetus; and it is in the highest degree probable that this
was the identical copy used at the trial. In one place the book
is stained, some suppose by moisture; others think it possible
this was the very copy bound upon the victim himself, and
snatched from the flames by some one who wished to preserve
so interesting a record of the great heretic. The question has
been examined carefully by the late Professor Laboubene and
M. Hahn, the distinguished librarian of the Paris Faculty of
Medicine, both of whom are in favour of fire, not moisture, as
the cause of the staining.

In 1791 the Vienna copy was reprinted at Nuremberg in
facsimile, page for page, but Dr. de Murr, who was respon-
sible for the reprint, very wisely put the date 1791 at the
bottom of the last page. Copies of this edition are not uncom-
mon in the larger libraries. In 1723 Mead attempted to have
a reprint made from his copy, but when nearly completed the
Bishop of London had it suppressed, and (it is stated) the
copies were burnt. A few, however, escaped, and Willis says
that he saw one in the library of the London Medical Society.
I regret to say that the librarian informs me that this no
longer is to be found. A copy of the Mead partial reprint is
in the Bibliothéque Nationale, and two copies are in the Brit-
ish Museum.

A last word on the attitude of John Calvin towards Serve-
tus. Much scorn has been heaped upon the great reformer,
and one cannot but regret that a man of such magnificent
achievements should have been dragged into a miserable heresy
hunt like a common inquisitor. Let us not estimate him by
his century, as his friends plead, but frankly by his life, and as
a man of like passions with ourselves. He had bitter provoca-
tion. Flouted for years by the persistent assaults of Servetus,
and shocked out of all compassion by his blasphemies, is it to
be wondered that the old Adam got the better of his Christian
charity? Not only is it impossible to acquit Calvin of active




30 MICHAEL SERVETUS

(10] complicity in this unhappy affair, but there was mixed up

with it a personal hate, a vindictiveness unbecoming in so
great a character, and we may say foreign to it. But let the
long record of a self-denying life, devoted in an evil genera-
tion to the highest and the best, wipe for all reasonable men
this one blot. Let us, if we may judge him at all, do so as a
man, not as a demi-god. We cannot defend him, let us not
condemn him ; let his one grievous fault, even though we may
fear he never repented of it, be the shadow which throws into
stronger relief the splendid outlines of a noble life. In his
defence,’ the original edition of which I have here, and which
is concerned largely with doctrinal questions, not only are
there no expressions of regret for the part he played in the
tragedy, but the work is filled with insults to his dead enemy,
couched in the most vindictive language. On the spot where
Servetus was burnt there stands to-day an expiatory monument
(Fig. 11), which expresses the spirit of modern Protestantism.
On one side is the record of his birth and death, on the other
an inscription, of which the following is a translation: ‘Dute-
ous and grateful followers of Calvin our great Reformer, yet
condemning an error which was that of his age, and strongly
attached to liberty of conscience according to the true princi-
ples of the Reformation and the Gospel, we have erected this
expiatory monument. Oct. 27, 1903.

The erection next year at Vienng of a quatercentenary
monument will complete the recognition by the modern world
of the merits of one of the strangest figures on the rich canvas
of the sixteenth century. The wandering Spanish scholar,
the stormy disputant, the anatomical pro-sector, the mystic
dreamer of a restored Christianity, the discoverer of one of
the fundamental facts of physiology, has come at last to his
own. There are those, I know, who feel that perhaps more
than justice has been done; but in a tragic age Servetus played
an unusually tragic part, and the pathos of his fate appeals
strongly to us.

These, too, are days of retribution, of the restoration of all

® Defensio Orthodozxae, &c., 1554.
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things, the days of the opening of the fifth seal, when the (10
souls under the altar see their blood avenged, when we clothe

in the white robes of charity those who were slain for the testi-
mony which they held, little noting whether the martyr was
Catholic or Protestant, caring only to honour one of that great
company which no man can number, ¢ whose heroic sufferings,’

as Carlyle says, ‘rise up melodiously together to heaven out

of all lands and out of all time, as a sacred Miserere, their
heroic actions also as a boundless everlasting Psalm of
Triumph.’

Note.—The Servetus bibliography is fully given to 1890 in Pro-
fessor A. V._D. Linde’s Michael Servetus, Groningen, 1891, My
personal interest dates many years back when Pastor Tollin’s de-
lightful sketches enlivened the numbers of Virchow’s Archives.
No one has ever had a more enthusiastic biographer, and to the
writings of the Madgeburg clergyman we owe the greater part of
our modern knowledge ot Servetus. The best account in English [11]
is by Willis—Servetus and Calvin, 1877. A German translation of
the Christianismi Restitutio by Dr. Bernhard Spiess appeared in
1895 (2nd edition, Wiesbaden, Chr. Limbarth). I am indebted to
Professor Harper of Princeton for an historical drama, The Re-
former of Geneva, by Professor Shields (privately printed, Prince-
ton University Press, 1897), which gives an admirable picture of
Geneva at the time of the trial. From Chéreau’s Histoire d'un
Livre, 1879, I have ‘cribbed’ the idea of the introduction. The
name of Mosheim must be mentioned, as his writings were for
years the common tap from which all Servetus knowledge was de-
rived. The Servetus portrait, of which Mosheim speaks, has dis-
appeared; I have reproduced the engraving from Allworden’s
Historia (1727), also the Roch statue at Amnamnese.
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Monsieur le D W, 0 SL ER,
Professeur de médecine & 1'Université,

OXFORD,

W Ep s S O TS =6 B o a8 w8

Cher Monsisur,

Voulez=-vous me permettre de recourir & votre hienveil-

lante obligeance ?
oyL

A 1a date du 28 Aoﬁti<j'ai eu 1l'honneur d'écrire & M,
le Président de 1'Association Britannique pour le Progrés des
Sciences, afin de lul signaler 1'OBuvre Viennoiwe du Monument
Michel Servet et solliciter le généreux concours de cette As-
sociation en faveur de cette oeuvre de réparation et de justice.

; Le 21 Novembre 1907, j'ai éecrit également au "Bristisch
Médical Journal" pour demander aussi son concours et le prier
de publier un article que je lui envoyais en Anglais,.

Enfin, le 24 Mars 1908, je me suis adressé & M, le Dr
Arthur Thomson, d'Oxford, président de 1'Anatomical Society,
dans le méme bhut,

Je n'ai regu aucune réponse, ni d'un cdté ni de l'autre,
et je ne sais si le "Britisch Mésical" a tenu compte de ma de-
mande,

Vous savez, car i1l me semble que j'ai déja eu l'honneur
de vous 1'écrire, que nous serions trés désireux d'associer la
généreuse Angleterre, le pays d'Harvey, & 1l'oeuvre que nous
poursuivdns, Un admirateur de Servet, M, Alx, Gordon, principal
of Missionary College de Manchester, nous a déja fait parvenir+
3 souscriptions de chacune 1,000 Fr. (Sir John Brunner, Darolnti,
MP - Sir RBdwin Durning-LaWrence, baronet - Miss Riddei, de Bel-
fast)., Sir Bilsland et sir Stevenson, de Géa.‘ow, nous ont en=
voyé chacun 100 Fr, Mais & part vous, la science médicale an=
glaise n'est pas représentée parmi nos souscripteurs. Or, Celgfe
nous honorons en Michel Servet, c'est, avec 1e martyr de la







berté de conecience, le savant médecin qui, par gon zdle et son
dévouement, rendit des services inappréciables aux Viennois du
XVIie sidcle ; c'est le chercheur qui eut, vers 1g¢ méme moment
que 1'italien Colombo, 1'intuition de la découverte qui, quelques
années plus tard, devait illustrer votre grand compatriote Hare
vey. Des hommes comme Servet, Colombho, Harvey, appartiennent &
la science universelle, et celui qul, par ses nalheurs, par sa
fin tragique et son douloureux supplice, mérite 1g sympathie de
tous les penseurs et hommes de sclence, c'est hien Servet.

Nous serions donc trés désireux de voir ies médecins,
les savants et penseurs anglais s'associer & notre effort, Et
c'est pour obtenir leurs adhésions et souseriptions que je me
suls permis de solliciter le concours de 1'Association Britanni-
que pour le Progres des Sciences, de l'Anatonical Soclety et du
Britisch Méddecal,

Connaissant tout 1'intér8d que vous portez & notre oeu-
vre, serait-il indiscret de vous prier d'intervenir aupras des
Sociétés scientifiques anglalses et de demander & leurs membres,
en notre nom, un concours qui complerait nos voeux tout en nous
aldant & réaliser 1'ceuvre grandiose congue par le sculpteur,
un jeune artiste de grand talent tout récemment complimenté, &
ce propos, par le Ministre des Beaux-Arts %

Nous osons espérer que vous voudrez hien accepter de \

/

nous representer en Angleterre et recevoir en notre nom les
souscriptions pour le Monument Viennois de Michel Servet, Et

\

nous vous prions d'avance de croire & nos sentiments les plus
reconnaissants,

Nous avons d'ailleurs pris la 1¥berté de vous inserire
au nombre des membres du Comité de Patronage et c'est en’cqtte
qualité que nous aurons 1l'honneur de vous inviter & la carqmonie
d' inauguration du Monument, quil réunira des personnaliﬁés éni-
nentes du monde entier et aura lieu probablement en Aout 1909,
sous la présidence de notre sénateur M, Antonin Dubost, prési-

dent du Sénat, et des représentants des Gouvernements Frangais
et Espagnol,

A 1'honneur de vous lire et comptant sur une réponse fa-
vorable

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur, avec nos wentiments de vive i
gratitude, 1l'assurance de notre considération la plus distinguée.

Pr le Comité, Le Secrétaire,

4 e /'/ = V =r P
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Vienne (ISERE)
Cher Monsieur,

UL .
BROJ)\RO

Je vous suis bpien reconnaissant de votre bonne réponse
en date du 24 qun‘c". Je ne manquerai pas d'en donner comr‘{nmi-

cation aun Comité dés sa prochaine réunion, et vous pouvez etre
assuré d'avance de sa vive gratitude.

J'ose espérer qie vos démarches aupres de 1'Asso-
ciation Britannique, du British Médical Journal et de la Socié-
té d'Anatomie seront couronnées de succés, car, je le répéte
c'est notre voeu le plus cher d'associer la génereuse terre ﬁri-
tannique, le pays d'Harvey & notre oeuvre.

Des Etats-Unis, nous n'avons regu & ce jour que deux
souscriptions : cellesde M, le Dr Hemmeter, prof. de physiologile
5 1'Université de Maryland, Baltdmore, et de M. le Rév, Ch. W,
Wendté, de Boston, gecrétaire des Unitariens Anéricains et du
Congrss des Religleux Lipéraux. Ce dernier a ete chargé par le
dernier Congres, tenu a4 Boston en Septenmbre 1907, de recueillir
1es souscriptions pour notre Monument. Décision prise a 1'una-

nimité de 1,800 votants de tous les pays, mails la plupart amé=-
ricains,

Nous acceptons avec le plus grand plaisir votre proposi=-
tion d'adresser un appel aux journaux médicaux de ce grand pays,
et nous vous serons vivement reconnaissants de tout ce que vous
voudrez hien faire pour aider 4 la réalisation de notre oeuvre,
Nous vous remercions aussi de vos commuwicatiqns a la Lancette
et au Journal Médical Anglais, et esperons qu elles trouveront

oho favorable parai vos compatriotes, gt surtout chez les

un éc
médec ins et hommes de science, mieux en gituation que d'autres
pour apprécier l1les mérites du grand martyr que nous honorons.

J'ai du vous dire que 1' inauguration aurait lieu en 1909,
probablement en Aofit. Nous avons 1'espoir que vous voudrenhisn
nous faire 1'hnonneur d'y assister et nous vous fdresserons d
ailleurs une invitation spéciale quand le momeni sera venu,







A 1'honneur de vous lire,
Véduillez croire, cher Monsieur, & nos sentiments les plus
reconnaissants,

Le Secrétaire,
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Permettez-mol de r: preler notre oeuvre & votre hon sou=
. - s 2 - A - . ’ . ’ -
venlir, Je suls inqulet d’etre depuls si longtemps privé de vos nou-
velles, surtout maintenant que nous avens tant hesoin de votre pré-
cleux concours,
Eyravell 3V A »tion y Mo ; J o 4 o :
Les t’:czvcg‘u(.“. d'erection (h i T sont cormmuenges » les
&l e e W > 5 ? i 2 5
statues sont PI *‘*’6 et seront amenées L8 vers le comnmer ent
ie Juil n e S : s -
e Julllet. TLe Monument sera j l&LCb' dans le Jar de Vil
une pelouse bordée par une ancie fort bien conser=
£ o i e 1 ;
vee, et une colonne rappelant le r Constantin, €
e g 34 N . 3 g T
peu de distance du Rhone, dans
Nous comptons que vous voudrez ie ous faire l'*honr
IVaacatiatar £ 1e .’A;.,’,, . i TR . e T4+ rotta 1 v -
d’assister a la ceremonie d'inauguration. Et nous us rappelons

5]
aussi que vous nous avez nromis d'intéresser &
compatriotes,

Veuillez excuser notre insistance, Mais vot
Septembre 1908 nous laissalt espérer que vous trou
d'argent en Angleterre et en Ané”*uue. Et, conpt
ours, nous avons permis au sculpteur d'augmente
e son oeuvre, ce qul a augmenté pnyGftiUﬁUUliWLﬂ
9

re lettre ne
riez beaucoup
5UYr VOoLre cone
proportions
les frais
d'exécution. Sans cela, si nous n'avions pas notre espolir en

y nous aurions réduit la dépense au strict nécessaire ; et
maintenant, sl les concours attendus nous font défaut, nous serons
ort embarrassés,

p

Vous voyez que je vous parle sans détours, avec la plus
entiére franchise, Vous apprécierez cette franchise, J'ai mis toute
ma confiancse, tou+ mon espoir en vous, et, t8tu comme un montagnangé
du Dauphiné, je persévéere dans ma confiance et j'attends de vos
bonnes nouvalles, convaincu que mon attente ne sera pas dégue et
que vous justifierez mon espoir,

J'cse donc espérer une prompte et bonne réponse. P avance
nercie et vous prle de croire, cher MAsleur, 185

8 plus dévoués,
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1899)
der Verf. auch wichtige Ergidnzungen geliefert hat
Math. Ann., 1898). Man i
projektiven Postulate, den Satz von Desargues, die zentrale

bert (Grundlagen der Geometrie. Gottingen, an,

Zu

welchen

(vgl. findet darin u. a.: die

Kollineation, die Postulate der Bewegung und den Satz
von Pascal, das Rechnen mit projektiven Strecken, die
metrischen Grundformeln der nichteuklidischen Geometrie,

das Parallelenaxiom und das Archimedische Postulat.
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mic¢ka: Der math. Unterr. an d. | “orstlehranstalt Reichstadt
52 S.)

Knauer Dr. Friedr.: Tierwanderungen u. ihre Ursachen. Mit 80 Abb
u. e. Karte. KoIn, J. P. Bachem, 1909. gr.-8° (XI, 288 S.) M. 3.50.
Strunz Privatdoz. Dr. } hte d. turw haften im M.-A. I

Grundriff dargestellt. Mil e. Abb., Stuttg., 1910. gr.-80 (VII,

120 S.) M. 4.
Nager Prof. Jul.: Einfiihrg.
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the University of Oxford: Michael Servetus. London, Henry
Frowde, Oxford University Press, 1909. :8° (35 S.) 1 sh.

Die in das Jahr 1910 fallende 400. Wiederkehr des
Geburtstages von Michael Servetus Villanovanus gab
Osler Gelegenheit, in einer Festrede das Gedenken dieses
Pioniers der physiologischen Forschung aufzufrischen und
auf Grund eingehenden Quellen- und Manuskripten-
studiums eine in ihrer Gedrdngtheit treffliche Schilderung
Servetus’ Leben

von S und Schaffen zu verfassen.

Ein biirtiger Spat nach s
ort Villanueva di Sigena auch Villan
Servetus erstlich an der Univers /
humanistische Bildung an, widmete si 1
Studium des kK anonischen und biirgerlichen Rechtes und |
als Privatsekretér des Hofbeichtvaters Quintana an den I
In Stellung verfafit 22jahrige Jiingling, der schon in
Toulouse mit den Werken Luthers bekannt geworden war, seine

dieser der

erste Schrift De Trinitatis Errovibus libri ViI, deren Grund-
oedanke: man misse das Christentum vom Standpunkt der Zeit- |
o
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end Entstehens b ¥ Lieblingsidee Servets
vird, Von « n Star nkt r auch die Trinitas nicht

u t mit der Inkarnation des
ft tretend dargestellt.

ingen mit Calvin aus-

anovanus als Heraus-
mentator von Claudius
"7I7 in Lyon, wo er
1 verf: hilft, von ihm in der
ot der Medizin geleitet wird.
;uinther von Andernach,

Stuc bliegt, gibt er seiner
nes Kollegs uber
ser Vorl en sowie

1 ptatio

1 hat.
tliche, die Theorien
nde Abhandlung tber

pro astrologia

Nachdem er eine
von

verfafit, tiibersiedelt er
von den Pariser Zei

all
all

et von da, el
Ptoleméus’

Sanct

von
Biblia sacra ex

irk heterodoxen Kommenta raus,

he

ern gesehen macht. In

Namen Villanovanus

\ Serv erkannt w
tes Werk Chr
restitutio, dessen fiir H: rka [nhalt ihn ins
b1 er flichtet nach tung, von den dortigen
Reforma 1ls Glaubensgenosse b t zu werden, mufl aber
uf Betreiben seines G t er Verteidigung von
der Genfer ,,I S 1 en sterben, Das

nannte Werk umfafit aufl
ch vollstindige |
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Kirchenzustéinc

1
hat,
zum Kapitel tiber
Servet

'siologie gemach

larung

Blutes

verlegt unter Beil t tlic Punkte aus der Pneuma-
lehre Galens die on « Blutes durch Vermittlung
der eingeatmeten Luft ,apta suppellex den ,spiritus vitalis“
aus der linken Herzkammer in die Lungen und stellt somit die
Undurchdringlichkeit der Herzkammer idewand fest,

Liebe und Bewunderung fiir Servets Werk, verbunden
mit richtiger, von Uberschitzu freier Erkenntnis
dessen Wichtigkeit sind die Leitmotive von O.s Festrede
Willkommen sowohl als dsthetisch wertvolle Monographie
wie als lehrreiche Zusammenstellung zerstreuter Tatsachen,
macht uns die Arbeit in der Person ihres Verfassers mit dem
sympathischen Typus eines fiir alles Edle begeisterten, durch-
aus nicht in einer trockengeschiftlichen Auffassung von
Wissenschaft und Leben befangenen Amerikaners bekannt.

Krakau. T. Dyboski.

no
ng

von
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auf die tirl. Heilwe {raus u. Volk, Zur Frage
; 1

zytendarstellg. im Gewebe

d. Tuberkuloseimmun y

dch. Adrenali Byt d. Himoptyse. — (20.)
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Bebickos and  Viehos,

CONDUCTED BY THE

LITERARY EDITOR.

RENDERED into English by the piety of a son

| said to his brother, “ Ag long as we have a shred
of cloth left on our bodies, we cannot stand up

we have given everything. Asiti is, we will give
up everything, but we cannot take our oath
upon it. May God and Righteousness protect
us.” What followed is thus described: * I re.
duced my staff of servants, sent all my houses

|

the autobiography of Devendranath Tagore,! | [horses]| and carriages to be auctioned, brought
“latterly known as Maharshi or the Saing,” | 1y food and cloth.mg Wwithin reasonable bounds.
possesses & very deep interest for all religious |- - - I had read in the Upanishad about the

minds
that thi

kind.,” Itis
experience.

ssentially a revelation of religious
Its value consists in its being a
record of the spiritual struggle of a noble soul
against ea associations, conventionality, and
family ties—the struggle of a soul striving
to rise from empty idolatrous ceremonial to the
true worship of the One living God.” The out-
ward personality of Maharshi is familiarised to
us by no less than seven portraits, taken at
various periods from his nineteenth to his
eighty-eighth year. His inner man is self-
delineated with engaging simplicity and frank-
ness. From childhood he was in touch with
Rammohun Roy, and attended his school. The
religious influence of this great reformer was
not immediate upon his mind, nor was it till
long after that he inwardly resolved that as
Rammohun Roy did not take part in any image-
worship or idolatry, so would I not join in them
either.” His point of view wag never quite
that of Rammohun Roy, still less was it that
of Keshub Chandra Sen. He wasg the means of
introducing Keshub to the Brahmo Somayj, but
“the temperaments of the two men differed too
widely to allow of a permanent co-operation.’
This 1s his son’s judgment, who adds that his
father, ““though an uncompromising enemy of
idolatrous worship, was essentially conservative
in his instinets.” His theism was & plant of
native growth; his social ideals were purely
patriotic. “It is singular,” remarks his son,
“that the one field of religious ingpiration
which was foreign to him was the Hebrew
Scriptures. He was never known to quote the
Bible, nor do we find any allugion to Christ or

It is true, as stated in the introduction, d T 'tasted ottt § 1 life.”
autobiography “ contains no stirring ' a}? no:iv. ?exs;}:e] og 1t in e ?‘Ne'l %
adventures, or sensational incidents of any the credifors “ gladly and trustfully

| peace and happiness of him who desires nothing,

management of the affairs of the broken firm in |
the hands of these strenuous sons, * Thug did ‘
we begin to reel up the string of Carr, Tagore ‘
and Co.’s kite from the watch-tower of our own |
house. Whether it would snap halfway or not |
was the question.” Tt did not, however ; though [f
it was years before every obligation was cleared |
off “to the last farthing.” Creed was here
proved by character, and faith by works. We
have said enough to show that this was a life
worth living, and yields a life-story worth |
knowing. May we now address a mild remon. |
strance to the editors of this book? Indian |
names, we know, are very uncertain in their |
spelling ; but should there not be some unj ‘
formity observed within the covers of the same

volume ? Even the name of its subject is some- |
times given as Devendranath, sometimes sas

Devendra Nath: Then we have Rammohun |
Roy and Rammohan Roy on contiguous pages; |
Brahma Samaj, Brahmo Samaj, and Brima |
Samij; Kesab, Keshab, Keshav, and Keshub |
Chandra Sen, apparently quite at random. |
| These are but samples. Our difficulty with
{ Indian names iz quite sufficient without these
i disconcerting varieties. As soon as we have got

| accustomed to one novel spelling, another, still ‘
[ more novel, is sure to emerge, |
[, Dr. Osler’s welcome pamphlet on Servetus? |
| is chiefly valuable for its illustrations. The |
| letterpress suffers from a too ready reliance on

| the misleading work by Willis. Thus, from |
Willis is taken the utterly unhistorical surmise.

“He seems to have been nearly a month in |
Geneva before his arrest.” This conjecture,

|
|
|
\

e z : : : Padsis i e et !
his teachings in his sermons. Fop fiin ki | designed as the basis of a theory that Servetu

Indian Scriptures sufficed.” Mosumdar even
compares his exclusive recourse to “the authority
and inspiration of the Upanishads ” with the
exclusive devotion of “the most straitlaced ”
Protestant to his Bible: adding that this
“nourished and deepened every faculty in
him.,” The parallel is very suggestive and
instructive. After all, concentration in religion
is a power. We speak sometimes of broad
and narrow, regardless of the questions of depth
and vitality., ¢ Ag regards social reformation.”
says his son, ““ he was for adopting a slow and
cautious policy, a policy of conciliation ; he was
in favour of leaving such reforms ag were really
required to the influence of time, and to the
effect of the teachings of a pure religion.” The
spirit of hisreligion is nowhere more completely
expressed than in the thirteen prayers to be
found in the appendix. These are the utterance,

was plotting in Geneva against Calvin, was
first broached by Spon. Calvin himself knew |
nothing of it; and since it is conclusively dis- |
proved by the now accessible records of the |
trial, its revival is quite inexcusable. Again,
from Willis is quoted, in the pulmonary circu- |
lation passage, the translation, * it may be that |
some transudation takes place through'it.” The |
original, here given in facsimile, reads, * ali- |
quid resudare possit;”’ that is to say, “it may
sweal off something ”’; no transudation is sug-
gested. The use by Servetus of the rare word
resudo is derived (like other of his terms) from
the usage of his countryman, the poet Pruden-
tius. For many of the illustrations we are most
grateful. The portrait of Servetus, forming the
frontispiece, is the facsimile of a very poor re-
production (1727) from the Dutch engraving of
1607. The Anamnese statue, here photo-

in licity, of “a guileless heart.” and

remarkable for their artless beauty. He |
was brought up to wealth; but on his father's |
death it appeared that his estate was deeply
involved in debt. The family were provided for |
by property secured on trust. Maharshi and |
his brother at once resolved that they would not
avail themselves of this protection. No wonder
that when the creditors heard *that we were
prepared to give all our property, together with
the trust property, into their hands, of our own
free will, without the least compunction, and
independently of any decree of the law courts,
vhey were astounded.” Hyen “ moneylenders
were moved to tears,” and arranged for
an allowance to the family out of the
surrendered estate. “Whence did this pity
enter into their hearts at this moment ?
He alone inspired them with compassion who is
my lifelong Friend.” The surrender, it is worth
noting, was made and accepted without the
intervention of a law court, So great was
Maharshi’s tenderness of conscience that he

TR e O N i S N AN

! The Auto-Biography of Maharshi Devendranath
Tagore. (With Portraits). Translated from the
origi Bengali by Satyendranath Tagore and
Indira Devi. Caloutta: S. K. Lahiri and Co. 1909,

[ horror at Paris; yet not nearly so good as the

graphed, 18 pretty good; far better than the

fine seated statue at Madrid. The altar piece |
from Villaneuva de Sigena does not give the
Serveto inseription, which belongs to a side altar ‘
on the south wallof the plain little church, and of
much later date than the father of Servetus (Her- ‘
nando Villanueva), whose connection with the
altar-piece here figured cannot be regarded as
established. The facsimile title page of the De
T'rinitatis Erroribus, here given, is not from the
original edition, but from a Dntch reprint. A
photograph of the “Expiatory " block at Geneva
is given, and, as Dr. Osler says, it f)rofesses to
record the date of the birth, as well as of the
death of Servetus. No one knows his exact
birth date. The year is pretty certain; but the
month and day have been calculated on the
supposition that he was named Michael because
born on Michaelmas Day, a supposition for
which there is no shred of warrant. Moreover,
if the supposition were well founded it would
throw back the year date by a year. With
regard to the anonymity of the Christianismi
Restitutio, Dr. Osler rightly says that there

? Michael Servetus. By Wiliiam Osler, M.D.,
F.R.S., Regius Professor of Medicine, University
of Oxford, Oxford University Press. 1909, 1s,

appear ‘“ on the
nlz:.xp;ne, ‘M.S.V.
Christian name
| title page, and h
{on page 199.

; Library, Edinburg

in a court of justice and solemnly affirm that |

| since they are not c
| but from

[ 1791.

last page the initials of his
" It may be added that his
appears in the Hebrew on the
is surname “ Servetus ” is given
in the University
* the firstsixteen pages
ges are of special moment,
opied from the printed work

draft, and econtain
| characteristic touches of autobiographical in-

| terest. The date of De Murr’s reprint is 1790, not
g Some of these errata might be set right
Ultimately | in a subsequent edition of the
* placed the | we should hope, will be called

pamphlet, which,
for
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EEZ( week meetings in
geni the Fund stated
sery i the Fund shoul‘d
mu; reased incomse if
inte of providing an
1 ministers of the
area, which it
E;i rs to cover the
one ynd \Vs}‘.es, and
It reland, however,
the ywn. In W_al(?s
to 1 pelieve that 1tf is
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\ - ’ th was their status
gili [ C/ﬁ{ ,I/ former times Unit-
ma, (/ rmclpalit}i supported
the jm o@her honourable
not sm being also school-

e

their number some wealthy members, who
doubtless would willingly become contri-
butors to the Fund if they were made suffi-
ciently acquainted with its object and its
working—might now and then, with-
out loss of dignity, urgeits claims from the
pulpit, or in other ways which might seem
to them most expedient. It is possible that
this is already done in some places; but
We
are well aware that to appeal for money in
any shape or form, however worthy the
object or commendable the work for the
furtherance of which it is solicited, is a
somewhat delicate matter with most men ;
to many of our own ministers it is a pro-
ceeding from which they shrink with a
feeling which is akin to repugnance.
Besides, there are always other necessary
and immediate calls which cannot
must not be ignored; and some of these
may appeal more strongly to the generous
supporters of a local cause. Yet, granting
the cogency of all such considerations, it
appears to us that there can be no more
worthy institution than that which aids
our poorer congregations to refain the ser-
vice of a regular minister, and to supporb
him in a manner creditable to the denomi-
large, in a task which, even
under most favourable conditions, is an
extremely arduous one—a task which often
taxes his energies, physical and mental, to
their utmost limit of endurance.
However fully equipped a minister may
be intellectually, he is seriously hampered
in hig work, and the usefulness and effective-
ness of his ministry must of necessity be
considerably diminished, so long as he is
weighted down by any sort of anxiety, or
perplexed by financial straits—that most
unendurable of carking eares. Nor can he
possibly in such a position maintain that
buoyancy of spirit, that cheery optimism,
that hopeful outlook upon life, which hig
hearers invariably expect of him, and
which by tacit consent form an essential
condition of a successful religious minigtry
in our times. These are facts which
should be patent to all; they are fully
recognised by those who are responsible
for the administration of the Sustentation
Fund, no less than by those who so

ab

naticn

[changed with the changing

and |

The conditions have
fimes ; and it
is now becoming increasingly difficult for
any man, however resourceful, to follow
with any degree of efficiency more than one
profession at a time. Success now more
than ever lies in specialisation. All the
demands of the present age tend that way.
Nor do churches form any exception to the
rule. The requirements of the average
modern congregation are numerous and
persistent and exacting, such as o elaim
the undivided attention, the most thorough

devotion, and the whole-hearted energy of
its minister.

(+]

It is sometimes apt to be for
ever, that the minister is after all but an
ordinary human being; he robably has
others dependent upon him, and cannot
fulfil these ideal conditions if he is com-
pelled to eke out s mere pittance by ex-
traneous work, or is forced to look outside
the congregation to which he ministers for
the necessary means to sustain himself and
family in common decency and comfort.
It therefore need hardly be pointed out,
that the adequate support of the regular
ministry of our less well-to-do congrega.-
tions is of supreme importance to their
welfare, and, moreover, essential to the
fubure vitality and usefulnesgs and growth
of our denominational life: while the in-
stitution whose sole purpose is to render
necessary aid in that direction deserves the
unstinted support of the whole body of
Unitariang throughout the country. :

Adverting, finally, to the Report before
us, the Managers * reming the subscribers
that the list is being constantly reduced by
the deaths of those who have subscribed
for many years, and it is only by interest-
mg.obhers in the Fund, and thus obtaining
their finaneial assistance, that its usefuls
ness can be extended or even maintained.
Meanwhile, the Managers are pleased to be
able to state that the amount of the grants
actually made has been slightly increased,
although they feel that in many cases they
fall largely short of what is needed to
sup.ploment the stipend which the congre-
gations are able to provide.”” They assure
subscribers that the letters that are eon-
stantly received expressing gratitude for

soften, how-

n
|8

even a small increage to the grant, make it
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Dear Osler,
I wonder if you ar

returned from America Jjust b

many miles and seen many hospitable people.

introductions were of course

Michael Servetus is my immediate object in writing.

Ve have no copies, and some

by Armstrong.

7
779 .

ot
& - ;
e 1724277 LOCPEN

April 28, 1911l.

///
77¢
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e back from Igypt yet. I
efore Easter, having travelled
Your kind

most valuable.

26 copies are wanted, chiefly

I don't know if you will think it worth while to

reprint 250 or 500 copies;
you may like to keep the lec

follows:

Printed 500

I doubt if it would pay you, but

ture in print. Account is as

Sold 257

Presented 43
Sent to

you 200

500

Yours very truly,

OCsler

Dr.

I found MeGill a complete museum of

P . bt y
:;1 D %4 l~/:‘|‘" » ¥

Csleriana
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MONTOLIVET

OUCHY 29. Novembsr 1913.

TELEPHONE 188
L —

TELEGRAMS : KLEBS LAUSANNE
e

Dear Sir William,

If you drive scross the méin bridge of Geneva,
leaving to your right Rousseau’'s Island, passing the uni-
versity and the beustiful new monument to the Reformation,
you come, if you continue straight for half a mile, to
Champel, wheres poor Servetus came to the end of his life.
From there, holding to your left, you traverse the charming
suburb of Florissant with meny homelike villas. At Chéne
you strike the main read from Geneva to Chamonix, and as
you leave the Swiss territory entering upon the free zone
of Savoy, you will find yourself in one of those new pro-
Bai¢, uniformly built provincial towns and you will be
much astonished to find in the main town square the very
green, pathetie statue of Servetus, which the Gensva au-
thorities refused to accept on their territery. This town

/ [

. %4
1a called Annemasse, which the Druckteufel has changed in

e

h )
your excellent addreés to Anamnese.
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