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Prayers

FOR THE
USE of al PERSONS

Who come to the

B&T H S

For CU R E.

By the Author of the Manual of
Prayers, for thé Ufe of the
Scholars of Winghefier Colledge.

London, Printed for ¢. Brome, 1692.
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USE ofall PERSONS

Who come to the

BAFHS

For C U R E.

All Glory be to God.

Good, chriftias Brogher or Sifier,
Hat{oever the Calami-
ty be, whether ficknefs,

ot lamenefs, or want of Chil-

B2 dren,

e

e




{41
dren, which brings you to this
place, I am {enfible how ten-
der aregard I ought to have
- for you; fince you are come
within my Fold, in imitation
of our moft merciful Redeem-
e, who in refpet even of
ourbodily diftempers,Sympa-
thifed with our miferies, bore
our griefs,and carried our [orrows
Ha. lii1. 4. Mat. viii.x 7.
For this reafon I could not
fatisfie my felf,in only praying
for you, as Idailydo, unlefs
Idid alfofend you thefe Di-
rections and Prayers, which
are few, and fhort, and fa-
miliar, to comply with the
Infirmites of your Condition,
and which I hope by Gods
blefling, may " be . words

Jpoken
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[poken in [eafon; nor can kb
doubt, but that All of you
who want fuch helps, will
{erioufly perfue them, and
obferve the advices of your
fpiritual Phyf(itians, as you.
are wont to do thofe.of your
Corporal.

Do not think the Baths
can do you any good, with-
out Gods immediate blefling
on them; for it is God that
muft firlk heel the waters, be-
fore they can have any virtue
to heal you.

The River Fordan could
never have cleanfed Naaman
of his Leprofie, 2 Kjng v. 10.
had he wafbed himfelf in it,
feventy. times feven times,
had'not God bleffed it to his

B3 clenfing,




[ 6

clenfing. 'The Pool of Szloans,
foh. ix. 7. could never have
reftored fight to onc' born
blind, had not our Lord fent
him toit. And the Pool of Be-
n’)r/d‘ could n\.vcr have made
fick perfons w vou, but that
an Axgel was{entby. God to0
trouble the waters. Joh.v. 14,

I cannot then do better;
than ° ¢o- fend you: to that
Angel, who according to St.
Fobny Flyes in: the midft . of
Heaven, havirg the everlaff+
ing Gofpel to preach to them
that dwell on. the. earth, [aying
with a lowd- wvoice,, fear Gody
and - give glory to"him, ihd
worfhip him, thit made imwm,
and earth, avd the Sea, and
the fonntains of wasers, Rev.
Xiv. 6, 7. This
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This was the Angel’s Ser-
mon ; and I befeech you to
become his Auditors, and to
obferve how after the Hea-
ven, and the Earth, and the
Sea, he particularly menti=
ons the Springs or Fountains
of waters, as a very wonder=
ful part of the Creation : for
out of the dark places of
the Earth, through Paffages,
and from Caufes, unknown
to the fearch of the wifeft
of men, God makes Tweet,
and frefh Springs to rife, t0
water the Barth, to give

drink to every Beaft of the .

Ficld, and to fupply all the
neceffities of human Life,
and Springs of different kinds,
fome toallay our thicft, fome
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£ 3
t0 Cure our Difeafcs,

Look therefore on the
Bath, as 2 very admirable,
and propitious Work of Di-
vine  Providence, defigned
for the good ofa great num-
ber of infirm perfons, as well
as for your felf. Praife and
Adore God, who has fig-
nally manifefted his Power,
and his Mercy, in Creating
fo Univerfal 3 Good ; ‘and
the firft thing you do when
you are ceme to this place,
worfbip  God who made the

ountain. .

To thisend you may ufe
the following form at your
firlt coming, and all the time
of your ftay: and be pleafed
to- obferve that this, and all

the
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the other forms which you

nd here, are penned 10
diltin& parts, on purpole
that you may choofe thofe
which are moft fuitable to
your condition, or recte one
at a time, if your Weaknefs
will not bear any longer
intention of your mind.

A denk.rgi‘ving for  the
Waters, and a - Prayer
for Gods Bleffing o

them.

Ith all Humility  of

foul and of body, I

praife, and adore, and wor-
Bs fhip
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fhip thee; O Lord God, All-
mighty,- Jand © All-gracious,
who: haft made izhe Fountains
of ' Waters; thow [endeft the |
Springs imto- the Viallies which
vun among the Hills: fome
for our Refrefhment,’ fome
for Medicine, and in parti-
cular, ‘‘thou  haft: fent ws
this Spring, as a general
good to infirm perfons.” And
therefore  all Glory be to
thée. " | :
Thee only, O Lord, do I
acknowledge the Author of
the Spring, thou only canft
make it effeCtual to my Cure,
in thee only I truft, on thee
only 'T'depend, to ‘thee only
i commit my fIf, all my
bope is' only in thee.
Behold,




-

[rest)

Behold, O merciful Lord,
I am come to the Bath, as
Naaman to Fordan, O may I
feel the like happy effe@, 0
may 1 wafh and be. healed !

I comeLord, like the blind
man to the Pool of Siloam ;
I come, for thou thy fIf
hait fent me, as thou did}
fend him. Thy Providence
by laying on me this Di-
ftemper, has. bid me come
hither. O may the Bath be
as powerful to reftore’ my
Health, as the Pool was to
give the blind man his
fight.

I come Lord to the Bath,
like che Infirm man z0 #he
Pool of Bethelda ; O fend sy
Argel to ‘move the Waters

as

iy ——. - = g
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[12]
as I ftepinto them, to move
them, not only for me, but
for all other Infirm perfons
‘alfo, whom thou haft fent
hither, that we may be made
Whole, of whatfoever Difeafes
we bave, if it {eem good in
thy fight.

Lord be thou pleafed to
guide and counfel my Phy-
fitian, that he may throughly
difcover the caufe of my Di-
ftemper, and prefcribe pro-
per means for my Recovery,
and do thou {o blefs thofe
means, that in thy good
time, they may become fuc-
cefsful.

O my Ged, hear me,
_ and help me, for the merits

of Jefus thy beloved. dmen.
You




e

[ 3]

You have great reafon to
begin with- God, not only
becaufe he is the Author
of the Bath, and can only
blefs it to yeur Health ;
but alfo becaufe he is the
Author of that very Diftem-
per that brings you hither.
For affliction cometh not forth
of the duft, meither does trau'le
fpring out of the g ound, Job.v.
6. It is not a thing that hap-
pens to us by chance: it
does not proceed only from
Natural Caufes, which are
fecundary, and inftrumental ;
we muft look beyond all
thefe, to the - permiffion,
and apomntment of Divine
Providence, from which it
firt took its rife, and by

which
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which it is wholly con-
dutted.

Since then it is certain,
that your Afli®ion comes
from God, and it is as cer-
tain that God does not afflict
willingly, nor grieve the chil-
dren of gmen, Lam. i 33,
but that he has always
a moit Righteous ‘motive,
to incline him to affi&
them. It very highly cons
cerns you to examine your
felf with all the care you
can, that you may difce-
ver what there is in ‘you,
what you have doae, ‘to
move the 'God of ‘Mercy to
gricve you.

There'is no Calamity,whe-
ther it be Sicknefs, or Pain,
or
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or Lamenefs, or the like,
that can befall us, but 1t is
the: ‘nmatural confequence of
our depraved, frail, mortal
condition, and 1s incident to
good Men, as well asto
bad ; to the former, it is a {
punifhment, to the latter it
15 a trial, .

Holy Scripture teacheth
us, that God has threatened
very many, and very fore
bodily Difeafes to: Didobedi-
ence, Dew. %viil. 58, 5,60,
and that ‘they = who are fick,
are fricken by God, 2 Sam,
Xit. 15. Lhe Corinthians,
who “priofaned ' the - blefled
Sacrament, ' ‘were -for:that
caufe,” wmamy of them weaky and
fickly; 2 + Chron. + xxi. 1 18,

1 Cor.
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1 Cor. xi.30. And our Savi-
our, in’ his advice he gives

- to the Man whom he cured
of an Infirmity of thiuy:

€izht years continuance, ii-

timates that fin was the caufe

of that inveterate Dilcafe,
Fo.v. 14.

But when God is pleafed
to affli&t nig teous peifons
with Sicnefs, as he did
King Lavid and Hezekiah,
their Sicknefs is not an etdfe@
of God’s Anger, but of his Pa-
ternai dileipiin towards them,
Pf xxxvui 7. Ja. xxxviii, 1,

I'he like may be faid of
Lamenels; which happens by
the -Divine Diretion, to good
Men; . as well . as. .to ~the
wicked: King Ala who did

4 that

TR T NS o
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that whith was good, and righi
in the eyes of the Lord. his
God, in " ihe time of his old,
age, was difeafed in bis j[eet
1 King. xv. 23.  Mephibofheth
was_lame from five years old,
2 Sam. v.4. Aad the poor
Man whom St. Pezer and St.
Jobn  miraculoufly healed,
was lame  from his mothers
womb, A&si1il. 2.

Since then both Sicknefs
and Lamenefs are ftrokes
given us by God, to him
we muft chiefly, and in the
firlt place, betake our felves
for Cure; and the Holy
Ghoft has fet a mark of
{piritual * difgrace on 4/,
who was otherwife a good
King, That in his, difeafe be

; fought
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tin #our a Phyfuian with the ho-|
M- mour due unto him, for the 1 es|

[ 18 ]
fought not to the Lord, but
to the Phyficians, 2 Chr. XVt
2.

Not that the Scripture
does in the leaft condemn,
or difcourage our going to
the Phyf(icians when we are

fick, or our ufe of all due }&i

means for our Recovery.
Our Saviour himfelf, when
he fays, They .that are whole|
ueed not a Phyfician, but they
that are ficky Mat. 1X. 12. {ut-
ficiently intimates, that they
that are fick did nced one

The Son of Sirash gives
excellent ' advice o both the
fick and the Phyfician : Ho-

which you may have. of /az(n,r
for

i
o
f

i

=




-

[ 19 ]

“the Lord hath  created  him,
“the Lord. hath created Medi-
cines out -of the earth, and
Whe that is wife will mot abhor
rr them,  and with [uch doth he
‘heal meny. and taketh away
their pains,Beclufl xxxviii. 1.
“&c. But then he adds, Ay
Wony in thy ficknefs be not
Y megligent, but pray amio the
“Lovd, and ‘he will make thee
"whole ; leave off from (in, and
1 oy der thy hands  aright; ~ and
% cleanfe - thy heart - from - all
U wickednefs 5 give a [weet [a-
N wonry and a memorial of fine
I flower 5 then  give: place 10 the
"Plyfician.” There is a  time
U when in their bands there is
' good  fyccefs'; for ' they aifo
A fball pray unto the  Lordy that
' he

By
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we would profquy that  which

they give for eafe and remedy,to|

prolong life.

I earneftly recommend to
you this Counfel of the
Son of Sirach ; and therefore
to you that are fick, or
infirm, or lame, I recom-
mend Repentance, and Pray-

er, and Sacrifice ; the Sacris,

fice of Alms, by which you
will offer to Gad 4 ]Zeet
Javour. To your Phylician
I alfo recommend devout
Prayer to the - Author

of Health, and Sicknefs,|,
that his Phyfick may prof-|’
per ; and then s Phyfick!

like to procure a Bleffing,
when both the Patient, and
the
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ythe Phyficun joyn in their
 Prayers for it.. -
) 1 exhort you to begin with
Repentance, and to read De=
jyvouunal Books on thot Sub.
Je€t, of which, blefled be
l;E_God, there are good ftore ;
“for it is Repentance that
‘muft difpole you for Praye
Ter,

‘. The Prophet complains
“of the obdurarenefs of thofe,
Mwho, when God had  Stricken
" them, did nor gricve, Jer.v. 3.
“God forbid you fhould e
"thus obdurate. God forbid !
*but fince he has fricken you,
% you fhould grieve, and grieve
N with that godly forrow which
) worketh. Repentance to Salva-
ﬁ“} tion, .not 1o be repented of.
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meet for repentance; for
you are guilty either of tof

[ 22]

I befeech you then to
examine your felves very

ferioufly, whether you have|r

ever repented of your fins)
{0 as to tring forth fruits

ta! Impenitence, or ‘of ‘an
untcerfal relapfe into your
old fins, or if you lic undet

the dominion of any one
wilful fin, look no furthey

for the original caufe of
your Diftemper: God ha
it Juftice fent it you foi
your pumiihment.

But the moft merciful
God, who delights not in the
death of a [ismer, in his very
Puni'hments defigns rathet
to awaken, than to deltroy

us

=
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. us; and if this punifhment,
¢ by which God calls you to

repentance, does awaken
you out of your former {e-
curity, it turns t0oa Blefling,
to a happy- occafion ot your

- eternal  Blifs; be of good

cheer then, and repent.
Your very bodily Inftem-
per will prefent. you with
a lively Idea of your fins,
and Holy Scripture makes
ufe of the former, to pitture
out to us the latter. Think
then of the weaknefs, and
the pain, and the indifpofed-
nefs, and the reftlefsnefs,and
the danger that affli&t the
fick Man, and compare
them with that impotence
to good, that anguifh of 2
wounded
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wounded Spirit, that univerfal
indifpofednefs to Duty, that
reftlefsnels of Conicience,
thofe horrors of eternal tor-
ment, which attend the {in-

ner, and which without .

Repentance  are for ever
incurable s and make this
refleCtion with your felf,
that if we are {0 very fol-
licitous for the cure of our
Bodies, much more ought
we to be {ollicitous for the
cure of our Souls.

But if your heart does
not condemn you, if you
are confcious to your felf,
you have truly repented,
and have never returned to
your womit again,. and ins
dulge no one wilful fin,
‘ and

bl
y

| f




[ 23]
and have nothing to accufe
your felf of, but your daily
failings ; which are the un-
avoidable infelicities of lap-
fed nature, and for which
you daily beg pardon, then
is your Diftemper a father~
ly Chaftifement only, and

. you ought to rejoyce in it

rather than in the leaft to
regret it. However it is
your beft. way* to renew
your repentance on this oc-
cafion, and to be {ure ro
bear Gods Rod, and to lear
that Leflon fiom it, in
which you are fenfible you
were deficient  before, -and
which God 'has fént this
afflition  on purpofc to

C True

- seach you.
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[ 26 ]
True Repentance will
rightly difpofc you for Pray-
er, and you will come with

“boldnefs, “with an humble,

but firm confidence o #he
throne of Grace, when you
can look on God as recon-
ciled to you in Jefus, and
fhall be fure to obrain help
in time of weed. To obtain
either the Cure of your Di-
ftemper, or if God fiees the
continuance of it to be more
for your fpiritual advantage,
fuch Grace which is [uffictent

« for you, fuch Conlolation in

your own Soul, and fatis-
faltion in God’s good plea-
fure, as fhall abundantly

«over-balance your Calamity. |

Prayer is a Duty always
obliging

Bhaghe oo G ana  mad | Dees fama it USRS g

P
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[ a7 ]
obliging, and tobe pra&ifed
by all, becaufe all ftand a-
like in need of the Divine
Mercy, and Benedi&ion ;
but it is more efpecially
the Duty proper for the
time of affliGion, becaufe
our needs are then moft
prefling, and therefore fays
St. Fames, Is any afflicted, lee
him pray, Jam. v. 14.

Nor is it enough for you
to pray for your felves, but
according to the fame A-
poftle’s advice, and as foon
as you come to this place,
whether you are poor, or
rich, fend for, or if you are
able, go your felf z0 #he El-
ders of the Churchy to pray
over youas God’s Minifters,

C2 and
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and to give ‘you Ghoftly
Counfel, as * théy are. Guides
of Souls; defire’ them that
you may have the ~daily
Prayers of the whole Con-
gregation for you, that the
Waters may be bleffed to
you, and be fure you daily
frequent the publick. Prayers
your felf, or “as often as
your Infirmity permits.

In all your Prayers, for
deliverance from your pre-
fent affliGtion, you muit al-
ways remember to pray
with refignation of your
own will, to the Divine
Wwill, as our Lord hath
taught us, Fasher, if thon be
willing, remove this cup from

gie, neverthelefs nos wy will bus
thine
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thine be done, Luke Xxii. 42.
This fhort affe€tual Heaven-
ly Prayer I befeech you to
have always -in your Heart,
and in. your Meuth ; and
the oftner:you repeat. it,
endeavour to repeat it with
more and . more - fervency,
committing your conditiomn,
all your. {orrows, and the
anfwer - of -all your Prayers
wholly to God, Committing
your foul “entirely to him in
well-doing, as into the handsof
a faithful Creator, 1 Pet. iv.
9.
Of ~ the two Prayers
which follow, you may ufe
daily  one, or both, in whole,
or 1n patt, as they beft {uic
with ‘ the. temper - of your

C 3 Soul,

B i i et ot
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Soul, and with your par-
ticular condition.

A Prayer for Repentance when
God is provoked to punifb'us.

' Holy Lord God, I

wretched Sinner, hum-
bly acknowledge, that thou in
thy Juftice haft laid this
Calamity on. me  for my
fins. Glory be to thee, O
Lord, that thou -haft not
given me Over as incorri-
gible, that thou haft fent
this Punifhment to awaken,
and to humble me. O may
it have that blefled effc&
on me, that from my very
mifery, Imay date my fal-
Yation ! Tho ¢




[3r]

Thou Lord haft fricken
me (with-Sicknefs) (with Lame-
nefs) and it is juft I fhould
bear thy Indignation, becanfe
I bave finnéd againft thee.

Blefled be thy infinite
Goodnefs, that my Punifh-
ment is not greater, that
Thou haft not  [uffered. thy
whole difpleafure to_arife.

O Lord God, iz the midft
of Fudgment remember Mercy,
that Mercy which isover all thy
Works, that Mercy in which
thow thy [elf  delighteft ; Be-
hold, a}' g(ee(t, ag miferable
finner, a fit Object of that
Mercy here proftrate before
thee : Lord have wmercy on
m

(B
Ah Lord, my fpiritual
Di-
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Diftemper, is infinitely more
mortal than my corporal;
O that 1t might be thy good
pleafure to forgive the one,
and to remove the other.

O thou that art rich in
Merey, give the Grace of
t¢rue Repentance to all that
come to the Waters; and
give it to me, the greatelt
dinner of them all.

Lord, give me Grace ito
examine all my mif~{pent
life, in the bitternefs of my
Soul to confefs my fins,
with a broken and contrite

_ Heart, to bewail them with

utmoft abhorrence to forfake
them, and do thou {0 order
my fleps in thy Word, that
for she time 'to come, #0

wicked=
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wickedne(s may bave Dominion
over me, that Lmay bring forth
fruits meer for répentance.

I confefs, Lord, that I
have dbufed my members, and
made. them Inftruments: of ‘wn-

-vightesu[ne[s to fin, Rom. Vi.

13. and thou haft moft juft-
ly punifhed them for it; O
reftore them to me again,
and I will endeavourall my
life, to make them Inftru=
meuts of  Righteonfwefs to thy
Glory.

AhLord, it is the Cure
of my Soul, for which I
pray more earneftly, than
tor the Cure of my Body.
I "go to the Bath for my
bodily - Health, and blefs - it,
if it be thy will to my pers

= feck

i~ it b o et




[ 34 ]

fe& Recovery, and to the
Recovery, of all thofe that
come thither with me : But
for the Health of my Soul, I
fly to the blood of Jefus,#0
the Fountain [et open for (ﬁn
and, for uncleanncfs’: 1 confult
my bedily Phyfitian for my
Diftemper, but with 'much "
greater concern, I fly to thee,
O Lord, who art the Sove-
reign Phyfician of Souls..

Heal my [oul, O. God, for 1
bave finned, grievoufly finned
againft thee, and by my fins
have provoked thee, who art
the God of Mercy, to angef.
O Healmy back[liding, and love
me freely, and take away mine
intquity, and receive me gratis
oufly, and tnran thine anger from
v,
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1 humbly pray to thee, O
Lord, for my Bodily Cure;
but becaufe T know I may
be eternally happy hereafter
without Health of Body here,
I pray for it with a refolu~
tion, to acquiefs in thy
good pleafure, fhouldft thou
think fit to deny it.. But,
O my God, when I pray
for the Cure of my Soul, ¥
refolve I will not be denyed,
I will never give over im=
portuning - thee, till thou
givet me thar Godly forrow,
whith worketh repentance- 1o

[alvation,  mot to be repemted

of, till thou haft. begun to
kindle thy love in my
Heart..

“Tyrn:
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Twrn thow we,O Lord, and

I (ball be turned. 1 will

give thee no reft, till thou -

haft turned me to thy felf.
Turn me then, O my God,
O Turn me, O Pardon me,
O Succour me, O Heal me,
O Save me, for thy own
infinite  mercies . fake, and
for the merits of Jefus thy
beloved, in whom -thou haft

made finners accepted.  Awmen..

Amen,

A Prayer for  Awmendment
wher God is Pleafed to
Try us.

Know, Lord, that thy Fudg
ments are right, and that
thow

St ik i Rt T Lt
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thow of ‘very faithfulnefs haft
canfed me to be troubled, for
before I was afflicted I went a
ftray, but now ‘have 1learned
20 "keep thy Word, blefled be
thy goodnefs for affliCting
me.

True it 15, O my God,
that thou haft 'moft feafon-
ably fenc me this affliGion,
(this Sickne[sy, Laimenefs,) be-
caufe thou in thy propitious
Wildomdid(t fee that I want-
ed it. O may it have its
moft gracious, 'and full in-
fluence on my fouyl, thac I
may be bettered by it.

I humbly beg of thee, O
mecciful Father, that this af-
fliction ‘may ftrengthen my
Faith, which: thou f{aweft

was

e e
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was growing weak : fix my
Hope which was ftaggering,
quicken my Devotion which
was languifhing, unite me
to my firlt Love which I
was forfaking, rekindle my
Charity which was cooling,
revive my Zeal which was
dying, confirm my Obedience
which was wavering, reco-
ver my Patience which was
fainting, mortifie my Pride

which was prefuming, and

perfe&t . my  Repentance
which was daily decaying:
for all thefe and the like In-
firmites, to which my Soul
is expoled, O make thy Af-

fliion my Cure.
Grant, O my God,. that
this Affliction, thou haft in
mercy
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mercy laid on me, may
wean all my affe&ions from
the World, which I was
apt to grow too fond of;
refcue me from thofe occa-
fions of evil, of which I
was in danger; fecure
me from thofe temptations
which were ready to affaule
me ; reftrain me from thofe
fins, to- which my nature
moft ftrongly inclin’d ; pre-
{erve me from all thole abu-
fes of Health, I am apt fo
incur 3 and purific my Soul,
from all that drofs, and
from all thofe vitious pro-
penfions, which either. my
Repentance had left behind,
or which I bave fince con-
tracted.

O
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O my God, let thy Af--
fliion produce my Amend-
ment, -and all the happy: ef-
fe€tsin me, which it 1s wont
to.do in thy Children, and
which thou in meicy doeft
defign it fhould ; and then
continue thy Afflition, af
it {cem good in-thy fight:
behold, Lord, ‘Happy is the
man whom thow thus correcteff,
Job. v. 17.

What is beft for .me; O~
my God, I know not, my
Flefh defires a deliverance
from this Diftemper, and if
it be thy pleafure, O Lord -
deliver me:  my Spirit de-
fires that thou only wouldft
choofe for me : do thou then
O Heaveply Father chogfc
or
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for ‘me ; choofe for me be-
caufe thou art my Father,
and out of thy Fatherly ten-
dernefs, wilt be fure to
choofe what is the beft for
me : I relign vp my own
will ‘entirely . to thine. - Fa-
ther if, thou be willing, remove
this cup from me, neverthelefs
wot _wy  will but thine be
done.

O my Father, if it be
thy blefled will the Waters
fhould not be effe&ual to
me, make them effe€tual to
all other Infirm Perfons be-
fides : I will rejoyce in- thy
goodnefs for removing their
Affli¢tion, I will acquiefce
in thy goodnefs for continu-
ing mine.

Hear
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Hear, Lord, and have
Compaflion on me, for the
Merits and Sufferings  of
Jefus, whofe perfe& Refig-
nation may I always imi-
tate. Amen. Amen.

Next to the great Duties
of Repentance, and Prayer, I
am to exhort you to Sacrifice
of Alms-giving, which isa
Duty appropriate to - the
Rich, or to thofe who have
a Competence of the things
of this World, “fo that as
hitherto I have united the
Rich and Poor tegether, -
becaufe both are alike obliged
to Repent and to Pray, I
muft now {eperate them,
and give diftinct Exhortations
to them both.

An
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An Exhortation to the Rich.

F you are Rich, or have
wherewithal to relieve
others, then be fure 7o be
vich in good. works, and accor-
ding to your ability give alms,
Luke x1. 41. and give them
in this place to thofe poor
Chriftians, who come to the
Bath for the Cure of thelike
Diftempers as. thie Rich do,
but have nothing to fuftain
them, or to defray the Char-
ges of their Cure,
From what you feel your

ftIf, learn to compaffionate
the

L e

BRSSO




the like Miferies in others;
that Relief you would defite

others fhould fhew to you, |

were you in want, do you
thew to the Poor; Thole
Bleflings, that Eafe, that
Health, ‘and that Patience,
you beg of God for your {elf,
beg of God for all others,
which you fee -are in the
like diftrefs, and beg it as
you would for your felf; and
with a like concern.

Such Charity as this will
be an unfpeakable Comfort
to you, whatever your Di-
ftemper is; thereisa prefent
Temporal Blefling promifed
to it, and promifed to Chari-
table perfons in that very
time, when they moft of all

want

ey
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want it, namely in the time
of their trouble, and on their
fick Beds: For Bleffed is he
that confidereth the poor and
needy, the Lord [ball deliver
him I the time of trouble,
the Loid will ftrengthen him
upon the bed “of languilbing,
thow wilt make all his bed s
his ficknefs, Plal. xli. 1, 3.
Learn then of our moft
Compaffionate ~ Saviour to
fhew Merey to the Sick,
and the Lame, and to con-
¢ribute all you can to their
Healing ; lay afide mony for
that very Ufe, and pray to
God to dire&t your Charity
to thofe who moft want it,

- and who are moft worthy to

be relieved: by this means
you
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you will be able Confcienti-

‘oufly to fay with Job, 1

was eyes to the. blind, and feet
was I to the lame, Job xXix.
I 5.

A Prayer for the Rich.

LL Glory be to thee,
O Lord God, for that

portion of the good things |

of this Life, thou haft been
pleafed to vouchfafe me;
“Thou Lord haft made methy

Steward of them, and atthe |

great day, I muft give an
account 1o thee of my [leward-
fipi O make me a faithful
Steward of them, that I may

give
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g*:"ve an acconnt to thee with

. Joy, and not with gricf.

Thou Lord haft made it
an argument of my love to
thee, #3 opew my bowels ro my
Brother in need. Behold, Lord,
I fee many of my Brethren
and Sifters here in need,
and deftitute of thofe Con-
veniencies for ufing the
Waters, which thou in great
goodnefs haft vouchfafed me,
and out of a grateful fenfe
of thy infinite Love to me, I
defire tofhew Love to them,
and to my power to contribute
to their Comfort, Support,

- and Cure: Glory be to thee

who haft enabled me to do it.
O Blefled Saviour, I fee
thee, in every one of thy
poor




poor Members, here lying ag
the Pool, and thou haft#ome
to help thee in. O give me

grace to undertake that mer=

ciful Office; to open my
Bowels, and my Purfe wide
to help thee; and do thou
vouchfafe help to me, in
my time of need.

O my God, do thou di-
re¢t me, in the diftribution
of my Alms to thofe who
molt want, and who beft
deferve relief ; that I may
difpofe of them moft agre-
able to zhy will, and to

thofe who fhall moft glori-

fie thee for them.

O make me ever merciful,
as thow, O Father in Heaven
are mereiful ; indulge me a

{hare
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fhare in that merey,” with
which thou haft promfed te
blefs the merciful, and fend me
deliverance in the time of
trouble.

Hear Lord, forgive, and
fave me, for thy own infi-
nite -mercies fake, for thy
truth, and promife fake, and
for the merits of Jefus thy
beloved. Amsen. Amen.

Ejdculatz'om at the giving

of Alms.

Leffed be thou, O Lord

‘. 0d, for ever and ever;
for all things come of rthee,
D and
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wnd of thy own do 1 wow give
thee, 1 Chr. xxiX.

Lord, let thefe Almsbe an
vdour of a fweet [melly a fus
erifice acceptablc, well peafing o
thee, throvsh Fefus the fon of
#hy iove, Fhil. 1v. 18.

If your own Charitable |

difpofition incline you, and
your Spiritual ‘Guide do al-
{o advife you, to devote a

particular Sum- to Pious |

Ulfes, you -may -exprefs your

Vow, in this or the like
manner : :
O my God, if thow wilt

be with me in this placey and

keep me in thy way, and de= |i

Liver me from my (Sicknefs,
Lamenefs) an? blefs the

Waters tome, #hen fhalt ﬂmz

th
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. O Lord, be my Gody, ayd of

that ithow haff given mey I
will furely give (here name the
Sum) to thee, and to the
Poor, that they may be re-

lieved by it, and Glorific
thee for ut.

o~

An Exbortation to the Poor,

OU that are Poor,
though  you cannot
exercife your Charity in
giving to others, yct you
may, and .ought to do if,
in - praying for them, efpe-

cially for your . Benefac-

tours.
The greater your Tem-
poral Wants are, the more
: D 2 they
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g¢hey fhould  teach you fo
depend on God; and the
fewet are your Temptations;
and your very Poverty, if you
make a fan&ified ufe of i,
will teach you Poverty. of
Spirit, Humility, Heavenly-
mindednefs, of lively Faith,
and a firm confidence in
God, who is your only Re
fuge, and Help in yout
oreateft need.

A Prayer for the Poor.

Lord God, the Refuge
of all mankind, but
efpecially of the miferable ;
look down with thine Eyes
of tendereft pity, on my low

and deftitute cendition.
: ‘ Thou
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Thou Lord, haft been plea-
fed to deny me the good
things, the Conveniencies of.
this Life, bleffed be thy Name
for it; thon faweft I fhould
abufe: them, and therefore
laft in mercy with-held
from me thofe occafions of
fin. But fince thou art
pleafed, beyond my poverty
to lay this further Calamity,
(this Sicknefs, Lamenefs) on
me, which has brought me
hither, O be thou allo plea-
fed to fuccour, and to fup-
port- me under it.

Ah, Lord, I come to my
Remedy, but have not where-
withal to apply it: I come
to the Waters, but have none
to affiit me, none to help

D3 me:




mie into the Barhy O ‘let thy
infinite Love, kindle a com=
paffionate - Charity in the
Hearts of the Rich, and in-
cline fome merciful perfons,
to relieve me.

Send feafonable relief, O
my God, to all other poor
and needy perfons, who
came hither calanyitous like
my felf ¥ O blefs the Waters
to our Cure, that being re-

ftored to our health, and

ftrength, we may recurn to
our Labour, and according
to thy Divine Appointment,
In the [weat of onr brows may
ear onr bread ; Blefs the Wa-
ters, O Lord, to all other
infirm pecfons, but efpecially

blefs them to my Benefactors:
Locrd,

/
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Lord, fan&ific my poverty
to me, thatI may be hum-
ble and conftanc under it,
and fubmiffive to the Difpofals
of thy moft wife and graci.
ous Providence. :

O my God, thoughTam
poor in. this World, make me
vich in- faith; 1 will gladly
want Riches here, {o I may"
have Treafure  in Heaven
hereafter, ‘and ‘be an* Heir of
the Kjingdomy which thou. haft
promifed to thofe thar love
thee.- Lord pity me, Lord
hear me, ‘Lord help me,
Lord fave ~me, ‘according
to ' the multitude of thy
Mercies, and the Merits
of my Saviour. Amen. A
men. . -

D4 The
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The Poor Man's Prayer for
thofe that reliewve bim.

Lorybeto thee, O Lor&,
for my Benefa&tors;

Glory be to thee who haft l
given them-ability, and in ‘
?

larged’ ‘their Hearts; to re-
lieve the: poor ‘and needy; }

Glory be to thee for direG-
ing them in particular to - |u
relieve me. b
O my God, I earneftly beg |
of thee, to fhew mercy to
them, who have fhewed  |f
mercy to me : I have had k
the comfort of their Alms,
Blefled be thy Name: O |
give i
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give them a plentiful recom-
pence for it, reward them
fevenfold into their Bofom,
through Jefus thy Beloved.

Amen. Awmen.

Ejaculations for the Poor.

S for me 1am poor and

needy, but thow Lord,
careft: for wme, and on - thee,
Lord, I caft all my cares.

Glory be to thee, O Lord,
who delivereff the poor in his
affliction : O let 1t be thy
pleafure: to deliver me.

O Lord, :the poor commitreth
bimfelf -to . theey for thow are
the helper of the friendlefs 5

Ds and
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and to tvhee, poor as- I amy
I wholly commit my felf
Q' be thow my Helper, O
be thou my Friend.

Thow, O God, baft of thy
goodne(s prepared for the poor,
and the poor and weedy fhal
give tharks unto_thy Name.

O my Soul, pur thy truft in
the Lord, and by doing good
dwell in the Land, and werily
thow fbalt be fed.

Having thus. allotted to

you that are Rich, and to |

you that are Poor, your di
ftin& DPuties, I muft now
agdin joyn you together’;
and I moft paffionately bee
féech you, if you have a
concern for the eternal wells
fare of your Souls, any Hon-
our

- D
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our for.that moft Holy Res
ligion. you profefs, any. Re-
verence for the Pure All-fee
ing Eyes of God, to take
all imaginable care, that you
do not abufe the Bath, by
any Lafcivioufnefs, or Ims
purity, - whigh may  defile
your felves, or others: for
this is the way to turn the
means of your cure, into
an occafion of the more out-
ragious fin ; and- to provoke
God to {end you away witha
dreadful Curle, wnftcad of a
Blefling,
If a%ter a due ufc of the
Baths, you- find: any benefit
by them, aud that your Dir
ftemper . is - either removed,
or abated, . as you dcﬁ:ﬁd
€




the Prayers of the Congte-
gation at your firft coming,
for - God’s ' Blefling  on the
Waters ; So it is ‘moft juft
you fhould defire the Con-
gregation” to give thanks
for' you,: and to render to
God a “publick’ acknowledg-
ment for the - Mercy he
has vouchfafed you.

Be very  careful,  that
when ‘you are well, “you
do- not ' forget < you °were
fick« but let "that ‘advice
which' our Lord- gives to
the impotent Man, be
deeply 1mprefled on your
mind, fay it often to:yeur
own ~Soul, Sin: #no wore,
beft & worfe thing come wnto
ahee.. v -

Rencw

g P T

- - 9. =N

- == 3

— e~ S—m



[ 61 ]

Renew all thofe good Rex

¥ folutions you made in ‘the

day’ of your " diftrefs; Vbe
very watchful and jealous
over your felf for fear of
Backflidings ; avoid all oc-
cafions oft fin-for the fu-
ture; ' and dedicate ' that:
Health, ‘to which God*has
in tender mercy reltored
you, to 'his Glory.

A Thank(giving

LL Praife, all ‘Glory\
be to thee, my Lord

. and ‘my God, for, hearing

my Prayers in the time of;
my trouble, for blefling the
Waters
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Waters. to my Good, (to:
my Eafe) (to- my Cure 5205

may 1 never forget = this
Bleffing, O may I ever give
thee thanks for it.

Lord, I am jealous aver
my own treacherous Heart,
that now thou haft (sbszed)
(freed me from) my Cala=
mity, I fhall grow cold in
my Devotion, and that the
fenfe of my Duty will be
apt to wear off with my
affliGion: but my fure and
only Truft is in the al
fiftances of thy Grace. O,
hold wup my goings in thy
paths, that my foor-fecps i
noty O, keep me asthe Apple
of the Epe.

O, may [ fin no more, left
a

£
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a worfe thing ' come wunto
me,

Praife the Lord, O my
Sowly while I live will I praife
the Lord, as long as I have -
my Being, 1 will fing Praifes
wwio 'my God.

I called wpon the Lord in
my trowble, and the Lord
heard me at large, therefore
will I praife him.

Thow wrt my Gody and I
will thank  thee s thow art the
Lord, and I will praife thee.

- Praifed be the Lord, who
bath not caft owt my Prayer,
nor twrned-  his mercy from
e,

O givée “thanks wwto the
Levd, for he is Gracious, and
bis mercy - endureth for ewri
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I will not only. praife
thee, O Lord, in private,
but I will tell abroad. what
thow haft - dowe  for  my
Soul.

I will give thanks unto thee
inthe great Congregationy I will
prasfe. thee. amongft wnch
people.

Accept, O my- God, this
my Sacrifice of Praife and
Thankf{giving ;. and  fince
the longer I live, the more
I experience thy. moft ador-
able, and boundlefs Good-
nefs, the more devoutly
may I daily praife thee, the
more inteniely may I daily
love . thee, through. Jefus
thy Beloved.. Amen 4=

To

367
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To this you may proper-
ly add the hundred and
third Pfaln:.

35 after you have ufed the
Waters, you find no relief
by them, be not difcouraged -
it may be God defigns to
effe@d your Cure fome o-
ther ‘ways; it may be he
fees it beft for your {piritu- !
al good, that your Diftem- 1
per {hould continue, and it
15 your Duty patiently to
fubmit to his good plea-
fure.

If you-are conicious to
your  {elf, tha¢ you have
truly repented of all your
fins paft, -and that the de-
v fire of your Soul is towards
God, you may. be then af-

fured

7 VSR




fured, that God chaftened
you becaufe he /loves you,
that he dealeth with you
as with a Child, and that
his paternal Bowels are e
ver yearning on you.

*Tis moft true in coms.

mon experience, what the

Appoftle affirms, That zo-

Chaftaing ~ for ~ the _prefent
[eemeth to be joyous, but grie
wous, and fo. will: your

Chaftning feem: to you 5.

neverthele[s:  aftermard . if
yieldeth the peaceble fruit of
righteou[nefs, uuto them which
are excercifed -therely, Heb.
xii. 11. and fuch = fruit it
will in the end infallibly
yield. to you.

Believe

e ]
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Believe me then, that
you will at laft to your
unutterable joy, experimeil=
tally find that ol shings,
even the fharpeft and the
moft continued afflictions,
work  together for - goody 10
thofe that love God, Rom.
viii. 28,

Ejaculations for the Af-
ﬂi&ed.

Eal thow with mey O
Lord, according t0 thy
Name, for fwees is thy Mer=

o
Thow haft been my Suceours

leave me woty neither for
[ake




fake  wie, O God of my Sal-

vation.

I [bould ntterly- have faint-

ted, ‘but that 1 werily be-
lieve to [ee the Goodnefs
of the Lord, in the VLand
of the Living.

I will wait on the Lord,

from whom cometh my Sal~

vgion.

Though 1 am [omtime  a-
fraid, get pwt I my truft
in. thee.

Thow [balt keep hbim in
perfeit  peace, whofe . mind
is. flaid on thee, becanfe be.
. trusteth in thee.

O - what great - Troubles-

and  Adverfities . baft  thow
fbewed  mey and  yer didft
thow  turn, and refreflh me.
As.
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As for me, 1 patiently a-
bide alway, and will praife
thee more and more.

In the multitude of the
forrows 1 had in my heart,
thy  comforts have refrefhed
my Soul.

Unto thy -entire difpo-
fal I refign my Spirit, for
thow haft  redeemed me, O
Lord, thow God of Truth.

O, may- I . always Do
and Suffer thy will.

My God, rhough thow
flayeft me, yet will 1 put
my truft in thee.

It is the Lord, it is
my God, it is my Father,
it is -my Friend, it is in-
finite Love that afflicts
me: let him do what

{eemeth
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feemeth him good, he can
will pothing but good to
me; his Wil be ever
done, and not my owm

To thefe Ejaculations
may be added that Prayer
for Amendment whed ‘God
is. pleafed to try ws, which
went - bejore.

g% want of Children

ood Chriftian, and hopes
of Bencfic from the Water,
bring you hither, ‘thenT be-
feech you, as 1 did thofe who
were fick -or lame, to be-
gin ‘with God: Repentance
and Prayer, and Refignation
and Charity, are all as pro-
per for 'your condition, @s

for thcm.
Be
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Be affured, that Children
are the Gift of Gvd, and
let. your firit and chief ree
courfe be to him, and from
him, only expet 2 Bel
{ing. :

"Tis true, - the Blefling of
the Wom. are temporal only,
yet they are fuch which all
married perfons . regularly
ought to defire, and for
which they ought with hu-
mility, and {ubmiffion to

Pray.

Though the blefling of
Children is very often ine
dulged to wicked perfons as
well as to good, yet we fee
many times that God denies
them to both, though they
never fo paffionately defire
them. When
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When God denies Chil-
3 dren to wicked perfons, it '
is. in his anger, and for ™
punifhment. Thus = Nadab |F
and -Abihu for offering flrange
fire, died before the Lord, Num.,
iil. 4. and as an aggravation
of their punifhment it is re-
marked, that they had wo ||}
children. And the doom ¥
that God pronounced againft
wicked -Cowiah was, Thus
[aith the Lord, write this man
childlefs, Jer. xxii.30. God
threatens inceftuous perfons,
That they fball die childlefs,” ™
Lev. XX. 20, 32. And fome-
times when hopes of Iffue
appear, he gives the Wife fl
& mifearrying womb, and dry
breafts
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breaffs, Hol. 1x. 14. It is
| - therefore moft needful, that
i you fhould ground *your
. hopes of Children, on 2
, previous Repentance.

. Children are no certain
o marks of Gods Favour, and
therefore the  good often
want them. Never were
. there two better mariied
4| Couples, than Abraham #be
friend_of God, and Sarah,
,| than Zechary and Elizabeth;
| who were both righteons be-
fore. Gody, walking in all the
Commandments ~of the Lord
. blamelefs, and yet Sirah, and
Elizabeth were both barren,
. 1and never had been mothers
but by Miracle,

E Rebeckah

e




Fannah, had all for a long

’AE 74 |

Rebeckah, and Rachel, and

e

time their wombs [but wpy
and by Prayer they were |
all at laft opened. |
However, when God fore-
fees Children like to ‘pProve,
either Temptations, or Ca-
lamities, or Curfes to their
good Parents, it is a great
blefling then to deny them = "
which our Lord imitates to
the Daughters of Feru/altm)
when he told them, —Thel
dages were coming in which
they fbould [y, ble[fed are thel
barven, and the wombs that
never bave, and the paps that
rever gave fuck. Luk xxiil. 29,
Rut when God denies’
Children to Holy .Pcrfoxﬁ,‘
* ] |
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he makes up the blefling

fome other way, and gives

 them a nime better “than of

fons, and of daughters, an e
werlafting name, that (ball not
be cut gffy 1a. lvi.s. {o that,
which way foever God thinks
&t to deal with you, you have
all the reafon imaginable;
to affure your felf that what
is Gods Will is beft for
you, and chearfully to ac-
quiefce in his good plea-
fure.
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A Prayer for a Wife.

XL TR I ey T O ¢ i SR v e

Lord God Almighty,

who formeft us from
the  womb, who covereft us
there, and [eeft owr [ubffance &
when imperfel®, and all owr
Members, and how they are
surionfly formed, PI. cxxxix. 16,
All Glory be to thee.

I know Lord zhat Chil-
dren, and the Fruit of the
womb, are an heritage: and
gift that cometh of thee, and

¥ therefore of thee only I beg
: it ;

o
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it; O’ vouchfafe me that
gift in thy good time, Glo-
ry be to thee O Lord, whe
makeft the barren Woman te
keep Houfe, and to be a joyful
Mother of Children. O that
it might pleafe thee, to
make me z joyful Mother,

Deliver me, O my God,
from either a barren, or
from a mifcarrying womb, and
from dry Breafts; and if it
be thy will, blefs the Wa-
ters, that they may difpofé
me to to be Fruitful, and to
Conceive; and do thou, O
Lord, moft tenderly pre-
ferve the Fruit of my womb,,
that I’ may at laft happily
bring forth, and may for-.

E3 get




’ [y
gét my pangs, and may praife
thy ~Name, for jo that
& Child is born inko the

World.

To thee, O Lord God,
do I Vow this Vow, that if
thow wilt indeed look onm the
affliction of thy handmaid, and
yemember e, and wilt give
wnto thy bandmaid Children,

then I will give them wnto:

thee, 1 Sam. i. 11. T will ear-

ty devote them to thee in-
Holy Baptifm: I will do

my utmoft to bring them
up inthy nurture and ad
monition 3 in thy filial Fear,
and reverential Love, that
they may become - inftru-
ments of thy Glory on
Earth,,

{
[
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Earth, and may at laft be-
come Saints in Heaven, to
fing eternal praifes to thee
there.

Bles me, and my Huf-
band, O Lord God Almighty,
blefs wus with the bleffings of
Heaven above, and with the
bleffings of the deep that lyeth
under, blefs us with the- ble[~
fings of the Breafts, and of
the Womb, if it be thy will.

O Lord, if thou art plea-
{ed, for moft wife and gra-
cious purpofes,: to deny us
the bleflings of Children
thy - moit Hely Will be
done: O give us an entire
contentednels without them ;

and




and though it is not thy
pleafure to make us Fruit-

ful in our Bodies, yet make 1

us Fruitful in our Souls,
Fruitful in all faving Graces,
which will in the end,
prove a much greater joy,
and comfort, and bleffing
to us both, than Children.

Hear me, O Lord, and help .

me, and grant my Petition
if it be thy Will, for thy
infinite Goodnefs fake, and
the fake of Jefus the Son
of thy Love. Amen A-
men.

If it pleafe God to- blefs
the Waters to your Fruit-
fulnefs, then ufe the forgo-
ing Form of Thankigive

- .g
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ing. And if you, or any
onc befides;, who have
made ufe of this Paper,
have received the leaft good
from it, to God be all the
Glory. Awmen.

FINIS.

























