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The Principal (ex-officio.) 
Professors,-HoLMES. 

CAMPBELL. 
HALL. 
FRASER. 
SUTHERLAND. 
SooTT. 
WRIGHT. 
HOWARD. 
M'CALLmr. Demonstrator and ~ C 

Curator of Museum. S RAIK. 
DeanoftheFaculty,-A. F. HoLMES, M.D., LL.D. 

The Annual Course of Lectures in the Medical Department of M'Gill College for the approaching Session of 1860-61, is appointed to commence on the first Monday (5th) of November, and to be con­tinued throughout the winter to the end of April. 
The Faculty of Medicine are happy to be able to report the con­tinued and increasing success of their School during the last Session, manifested by a larger attendance of students than has ever before oc­curred. The inscriptions (which are annual) in the Matriculation Register of the Faculty amounted to 108. The number of Gra­duates is also largely above the average of former years. The degree of Doctor of Medicine and Surgery was conferred at the last Convo­ca,tion on 23 students, most of whom had commenced and completed their Medical education at M'Gill College. This progressive increase in the number of students has made it necessary to enlarge the accom­modation for their reception ; a,nd with this view, the Governors have resolved to erect two new and spacious Lecture-Rooms, and to make alterations in the present building which will tend materially to the convenience of the Medical Department. 

The well-known character of this School renders it unnecessary to enter largely into the advantages which it offers to Students for ob­taining a thorough knowledge of their profession,-as evidence of which the Faculty can point with great satisfaction to many of their former pupils holding distinguished situations in different parts of the world. Only a brief notice need, therefore, be given of the mode of instruction and the means at the disposal of the Faculty. 
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COURSE OF STUDY. 
The number of Professors in the Faculty is Nine; the number of Classes Ten; two of the classes (often conjoined in European Schools) being held by one Professor. 
ANATOJ\IY.-(Prof. Scott)-The fresh subject is chiefly employed in the illustration of the Lectures in this branch, aided however, by dried preparations, wax models, plates full size of life, &c. The1 Dissecting Room is under the direction of the Professor, aided by the Demon­strator of Anat<>my. It is open from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., being lighted with gas. All the usual conveniences are supplied, and the Demon­strator will be in attendance to assist tbe pupils in their operations. 
2. CHEUISTRY.-(Prof. Sutherland.)-Inorganic Chemistry is fully treated; and a large portion of the course is devoted to Organic Chemistry and its relations to Physiology. The branches of Physics bearing upon or connected with Chemistry, also engage the attention of the clsss. For experimental illustration abundant apparatus is possessed by the Professor, among which may be enumerated a power­ful Air Pump-Oxy-Hydrogen Microscope-Polariscope-Extensive series of Crystallographical models-Electrical and Galvanic appara­tus, &c., &c. 

3. MATERIA MEDICA.-(Prof. Wright,)-This course is illus­trated by a Cabinet of Pharmacological objects ; by Plates of Medi­cinal Plants, (Roque, Stephenson & Churchill)-by an Herbarium, and by th( Microscope (Nachet) and Polariscope for examining Crystals.-Analytical experiments for detecting Adulterations, &c., are also shown.-Dietetics ~anrl The~·apeutics are included in the course. 

4. INSTITUTES OF MEDICINE, -(Prof. Fraser.)-Under which are comprised Histology, Physiology, General Pathology and General Therapetttics. The minute Structure and Composition of the various Organs, and the Fluids and Tissues of the Body in health and disease, arc explained and illustrated by l\Iicrocscopic Preparatiom;, Plates and Preparations from the Museum. 
5. PRACTICE OF MEDICINE.-(Prof. Holmes.)-The extensive series of plates contained in the Library, (Lebert's great recent work, Cruveilhier, Carswell, Hope, Alibert, vVillis, Bateman, &c., &c.,) will be employed ; also Morbid Preparations and models of diseased parts. 
6. SuRGERY.-(Prof. Campbell.)-Divided into Principles and Practice; including Surgical Anatomy and Operative Surgery, exhi­bited on the subject.-Quain's large plates, Maclise, Dalrymple, &c.­The various surgical instruments and apparatus exhibited, and their uses and application explained and practically illustrated. 
7. MIDWIFERY.-(Prof. Hall.)-Including diseases of females and infants, illustrated by a series of Drawings on a large scale; by humid preparations: by models in wax; and by the use of the artificial Pelvis. 
8. MEDICAL JuRISPRUDE~CE.-(Prof. Howard.)-Includes To:x:i-
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cology-the modes of testing for poisons are exhibited,and post-mortem appearances illustrated by plates-Insanity, Public Hygiene and Medical Police are touched upon. 
9. CLINICAL MEDIClNE.-(Prof. Howard.)-Taught by lectures, and at the bed side-Physical Diagnosis taught practically and each pupil invited to take part in it-Examination of the urine, chemically and microscopically explained and illustrated. 
10. CLINICAL SuRGERY.-(Prof. M'Callum.)-Taughtin a similar manner. For both these Classes ample material is afforded by the cases at the Montreal General Hospital. 
Beside the above classes, Students are required to attend one course of Botany and one course of Zoology. These branches are taught by Professors in the Faculty of Arts, and, although the Student is obliged to attend, he is not required to be examined on them. 

LIBRARY AND MUSEUM. 
The Library contains upwards of 3000 volumes, including the most useful books for reference, as well as the recent elementary ones; the works of the older authors as well as the most recent. It is open to the Students without charge, under necessary regulations for the care of the books. The Museum contains a large number, constantly augmenting, of preparations, chiefly pathological; also, wax and papicr mache models. 

HOSPITALS. 
The Montreal General Hospital is visited every day by the Medical officers in attendance. After the visit a large number of out-door patients are examined and prescribed for. 
The Operating Room (used also for a Lecture Room) is so con­structed as to suit the convenience of the Students in obtaining a good view of the operations going on. 
The University Lying-in-Hospital is under the direction of the Professor of Midwifery. Students who have already attended one course of his lectures, are furnished with cases in rotation. 

PAST SESSION. 
The number of matriculated Students in the past Session was 108. Of these, 54 were from Canada West, 50 from Canada East, 2 from Nova Scotia, 1 from Prince Edward Island, and 1 from the United States. 

The number of Students who passed the primary Examination, which includes the branches of Anatomy, Chemistry, Materia Medica, and Institutes of Medicine, was 23; as follows. 



blr. L. J. A. McMILLAN1 Rigaud. 
" NAPOLEON LECLAIR1 N. Lancaster. 
" ARTHUR LYoN, Richmond. 
" FRANCIS W. CAMPBELL1 Montreal. 
" ARTHUR C. PoussETTE1 Sarnia. 
" Louis DUHAMEL, Ottawa. 
" F. X. THYFAULT1 Napierville. 
" FREo. D. SuTHERLAND, Montreal. 
" ALEX. McLEAN, Prince Ed. Island. 
" FRED. J. AusTIN, .Montreal. 
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Mr. JoHN ERSKINE, Dunham. 
" Ls. G. TuRGEON1 Terrebonne. 
" W. P. 0. WHITWELL1 Philipsburgb 
" J os. M. DRAKE, Montreal. 
" D. McGREGOR1 Glengarry. 
" EowiN BROUSE1 Matilda. 

1 " DAVID PmLIP1 Vankleek Hill. 
" J AMES GuN, · Palermo, C. W. 
" PETER McLAREN, Drummond. 
" HENRY UsSHER7 Quebec. 

" D. MoGILLIVRAY, Lochiel. 
" WM. E. BOWMAN, Montreal. 1 

" J os. GODIN1 :Montreal. 

The number of Graduates this year has exceeded by one that of 
last year, which was considerably greater than the largest number of 
any former year. At the recent Convocation, held May 4th, 23 
Gentlemen received the degree of M.D. 

The following list contains the names of the Graduates and of their 
Inaugural Dissertations or Theses:-

JoHN W. PICKUP1 Montreal, Saturnine Poisoning. 
DAvm Wooos, do Sanitary Science. 
HENRY W ARREN1 Whitby, Emphysema Pulmonum. 
RoBERT W. BuRNHAM, Port Hope, Bright'" Disease. 
GEORGE LLOYD .McKELCAN, Hamilton, Pneumonia. 
HENRI A. 1\IIGNAULT, St. Denis, On Life and Vital Force. 
ARTHUR C. PoussmTTE Sa.rnia, Opium. 
Loms G. TuRGEoN, Terrebonne, Phthisis Pulmonalis. 
CHARLES H. DoNNELLY, Hamilton, Abortion. 
WM. P. 0. WHITWELL1 Philipsburg1 Authygiansis. 
ALEX. AuLT7 Aultsville, Tetanus. 
ADOLPHE RomLLARo, Ottawa. Puerperal_Fever. 
JoHN ERSKINE, Dunham, Bibirina. 
GusTAVE CHEVALIER, Sorel, Abortion. 
ALEXANDER McLuN, Prince E. Island, Erysipelas. 
Eowrn A. HuLBERT7 Prescott, Tetanus. 
WILLIAM E. BowMAN, Montreal, Hrematuria. 
LoUis RoBIT AILLE1 Varennes, Croup. 
LoUIS J. A. McMILLAN1 Rigaud, Pleurisy. 
IsRAEL W. PowELL1 Port Dover, Interm. Fever ofU. C. 
FRANOIS W. CAMPnELL1 Montreal, Smallpox. 
HENRY THos. TAIT1 Melbourne, Vesico-Vaginal Fistula. 
Loms DUHA.MEL, Ottawa, Apoplexy. 

PRIZES. 
The thl'ee Prizes granted by the Governors were awarded as fol­

lows:-
For the best Thesis the Prize was given to Mr. JoHN W. PICKUP, of Mon­

treal, for his Essay on Saturnine Poisoning. 
For the best Examination on the Primary Branches, the Prize was divided 

between Mr. Jos. M. DRAKE1 and Mr. FRED. D. SUTHERLAND, both of Montreal. 
For the best Examination on the Final Branches, the Prize was adjudged 

to Mr. HENRY WARREN, of Whitb;y, C. W., who last year carried off the Prize 
for the Primary Branches. 

The Professor's Prize in Materia Medica was awarded to Mr. MILLS CHURCH, 
of Mirickville, C. W. 

The two Prizes in the Class of Clinical Medicine were awarded to Messrs. 
HENRY W ARREN1 of Whitby, and RoBT. W. BuRNHA.M, of Port Hope. 

The two Prizes in the Class of Clinical Surgery were adjudged to the same 
two Gentlemen. 
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EXTRACTS FROl\1 THE REGULATIONS Olf THE 
FACULTY. 

CHAP. I. 

Relative to the Course& of Lectures, llees, ~c. 

1st. Each Professor shall deliver at least Fi...-e Lectures during the week, 
except in the classes of Clinicall\fedicine and of Clinical Surgery, in which 
only two Lectures shall be required;. and in that of Medical Jurisprudence, if 
extended through six months, in which case three Lectures a week shall 
suffice. 

2nd. Each Lecture shall be of one hour's duration. 
3rd. Every Professor shall occasionally examine his class upon the subjects 

treated of in his preceding Lectures ; and every such examination shall be 
considered a Lecture. 

4th. A roll of the names of the Students attending each class shall be 
called from time to time. 

5th. All tickets which have not a Certificate of attendance attached shall 
be rejected when presented as testimonials previous to examination, unless the 
omission can be satisfactorily accounted for. 

6th. The Fee for each class shall be Three Pounds currency, with the fol­
lowing exceptions : for that of Medical Jurisprudence, Two Pounds Ten 
Shillings ; and for those of Clinical Medicine and Clinical Surgery, One Pound 
Ten Shillings, each. 

7th. Any student, after having paid the fees, and attended two courses of 
any class, shall be entitled to a perpetual ticket for that class. 

8th. The course of all the classes, except those of Clinical Medicine, Clinical 
Surgery and Medical Jurisprudence, shall be of six months' duration ; the 
Classes of Clinical Medicine and of Clinical Surgery of three months' dura­
tion; and that of Medical Jurisprudence, either of three months' duration, in 
which case Five Lectures a week shall be given, or of six months' duration, in 
which case only Three Lectures a week shall be required. 

9th. The courses shall commence on the first Monday in November, and 
with the exception of a vacation at Christmas, shall continue to the end of 
April. 

CHAP. II. 

0 f the Qualifications and Studies of Students and Candidates for the Medical 
Degree. 

1st. All Students desirous of attending the Medical Lectures of this Uni­
versity, shall, at the commencement of each Session, enroll their names and 
residences in the Register of the Medical Faculty, and procure from the Regis­
trar a ticket of Matriculation, for which each Student shall pay a fee of Ten 
shillings. 

2nd. The said Register shall be closed on the twenty-third day of December 
in each year ; and no ticket obtained from any of the Professors shall be re~ 
ceived without previous Matriculation. 

3rd. No one shall be admitted to the Degree of Doctor of Medicine and 
Surgery who shall not either, lstly, have attended Lectures for a period of at 
least Four Sessions in this University or some other University, Oollege or 
School of Medicine, approved of by this University; or 2ndly, have studied 
medicine during at least Four years, and during that time have attended Lec­
tures for a period of at least Three Sessions either in this University or some 
other University, College, or School of Medicine, approved of by this Univer· 
sity. 
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4th. Candidates for the final Examination shall furnish Testimonials of at­
tendance on the following branches of Medical Education, viz : 

.flnatomy, 
Chemist1·y, 
Theory and practice of Medicine, 
Pnnciples and Practice of Surgery, 
Midwifery and Diseases of Women and Children, 
Materia Medica and Pharmacy, 
Clinical Medicine, 
Clinical Surgery, 
Practical .flnatomy, 
Institutes of Medicine, 

Of which two Courses 
will be required. 

Medical Jurisprudence S Of W:hich one . Course 
1 ~ will be reqmred. 

Provided, however, that Testimonials equivalent to, though not precisely 
the same as those above stated, may be presented and accepted. 

5th. The Candidate must also give proof by ticket of having attended dur­
ing twelve months the Practice of the Montreal General Hospital, or that of 
some other Hospital approved of by this University. 

6th. Moreover, no one shall be permitted to become a Candidate for exami­
nation who shall not have attended at least one Session of this University, 
and during that Session at least four six months' classes, or three six months' 
and two three months' classes. 

'lth. Every Candidate shall, previous to the Medical Examination, give 
proof of competent Classical attainments, either by examination or otherwise. 

8th. Every Candidate for the Degree must, on or before the first day of 
March, present to the Dean of the Medical Faculty testimonials of his qualifi­
cations, entitling him to an examination, and also a Thesis or inaugural dis­
sertation, written by himself, on some subject connected with Medical or Sur­
gical Science, either in the Latin, English, or French Language. He must at 
the same time deliver to the Secretary of the Faculty the following Certifi­
cate: 

MONTREAL---18-. 

I, the undersigned, being desirous of obtaining the Degree of Doctor of 
Medicine and Surgery, do hereby declare that I have attained the age of 
twenty-one years, (or, if the case be otherwise, that I shall have attained the 
age of twenty-one years before the next graduation day,) and that I am not, 
(or shall not be at the time) under articles as a pupil or apprentice to any 
Physician, Surgeon or Apothecary. 

(Signed,) A. B. 

9th. The trials to be undergonejby the Candidate shall be : 

lst. An examination into his Classical attainmenta as a preliminary to the 
Medical Examinations. 

N. B.-Students are recommended to undergo this Examination when they 
first begin their attendance at the College. 

2nd. The private examination of his Thesis as evidence both of Medical and 
General acquirement, followed (if approved) by its public defence. And 

3rd. A general examination on all the branches of Medical and Surgical 
Science. 

N. B.-This examination will be divided into Primary and Final, the for­
mer comprehending the branches of Anatomy, Chemistry, Materia Medica, 
and Institutes of Medicine; the latter, those of Practice of Medicine, Surgery, 
Midwifery and Medical Jurisprudence. 

B 
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N. B.-It will be optional with the Student to present himself for the pri­
mary examination at the end of his third session. 

lOth. The following Oath or affirmation will be exacted from the Candidate 
before receiving his Degree : 

SPONSIO AOADEMIOA. 
In Facultate :Medidnre Universitatis Oollegii 1\fcGill. 
Ego, A--- B--- ; Doctoratus in Arte Medica titulo jam donandus, 

sancto coram Deo cordium scrutatore, spondeo, me in omnibus grati animi 
officiis erga banc Unirersitatem ad extremum vitre halitum, perseveraturum; 
turn porro artem medicam, caute, caste, et probe exercitaturum, et quoad in 
me est, omnia ad regrotorum corporum salutem conducentia cum fide procu­
raturum ; qure denique, inter medendum, visa vel audita silere conveniat, 
non sine gravi causa vulgaturum. Ita prresens mihi spondenti adsit Numen. 

11th. The Fee for the Degree of Doctor of Medicine and Surgery shall be 
Five Pounds Halifax Currency, to be paid by the successful Candidate im­
mediately after his examination, together with a Fee of Five Shillings to the 
Registrar of the Medical Faculty. 

12th, The money arising from the Fees of Graduation, as well as those of 
Matriculation, shall be applied to the enlargement of the Medical Library and 
Museum, and to defraying their expenses. 

BOOKS RECOMMENDED TO STUDENTS. 
ANATOMY.-Sharpey and Quain, Wilson, Ellis, Dublin DiS!sector. 
CH!ill>fiSTRY.-Graham, Kane, Silliman. 
MATERIA MEDICA.-Pereira's Elements, Royle's Manual, Wood's 1:'herapeutics, 

Pereira on Food and Diet. 
INSTITUTES OF MEDICINE, Physiology.-Carpenter's Principles of Human Phy­

siology, Kirke and Paget's Manual, Todd and Bowman's Physiological 
Anatomy. 
Pathology.-Williams' Principles of Medicine, Chomel and Vogel's Gene­

ral Pathology. 
SuRGERY.-Chelius, Paget's Surgical Pathology, Miller's Principles and Prac· 

tice, Fergusson's Practical Surgery. 
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE.-Wood's Practice of Medicine, Watson's Practice of 

Physic, Hooper's Physicians' Vademecum by Guy, Barlow's Practice. 
MEDICAL JuRISPRUDENOE.-Beck's Elements, Orfila Medicine Legale, Devergie 

Medicine Legale, Theorique et Pratique, Cbristison on Poisons, Taylor's 
Jurisprudence, Guy's Forensic Medicine, Taylor on Poisons. 

MIDWIFERY.-Churcbill . 

N.B.-Boarding may be obtained at from Twelve to Sixteen Dollars per 
Month . 

J 
f 



CRADUA ES IN M EDICIN 

OF 

McGILL COI-1LEGE . 

1833. 
William Logie,. •••••• •...•••• L.C. 

1834. 
Roderick Macdonald, . .. •.... .. U.C. 
'*E. P. McNaughton, . • . • ....... L.C. 
John Finlayson, . ..... •... . Scotland. 

1835. 
Joseph Workman, .. .. ...... .... L.C. 
Frederick W. Hart,. . . . . . • • . . . . do 
Pierre Dansereau, ... ............ do 

1836. 
William Sutherland, ........ . .• L.C. 
•Louis H. Gauvreau, ..•••.....• do 
Robert T. Reynolds, .•.••••••••• U.C. 
William Fraser, ...•....••••••. L.C. 

1841. 
Terence Sparham, ••••......••• U.C. 
Samuel McMurray, ................. L.C. 
Charles D. DeCelles, ............. do 

1842. 
'* Thomas Reynolds, .......•.... U.C. 
•Thomas L. B. Meredith, .......... L.C. 
David D. Logan, ....... .. ..... do 
Louis Boyer, .•.•.•••...•...•.. do 
Charles Dansereau, ••••...•.... do 
•James Thomson •..•••..•.. England. 
•James R. Dick, ....... .• ••••.. L.C. 

1843. 
Augustus Carson, •••••..•• England. 
•Severe Dorion, •.•.••. .. ...•.. L.C. 
John L. Leprohon, . . • • . • • . . . . . do 
Jean G. Bibaud, ••••..•.•.• • •.. do 
Jean M. Paquin,. • • • . • • • . . . . • • • do 
•William Oscar Dunn,.... . • . . . do 
Charles B. de Boucherville,.. • • • do 
Andrew F. Holmes, .... (ad eun.) do 
Geo. W. Campbi'll,M.A.,(ad eun.) do 
Archibald Hall, ...•... (ad eun.) do 
Stephen C. Sewell, .... (ad eun.) do 
•Michael McCulloch, ..... (Hon.) do 
Olivier T. Bruneau, ...••• (Hon.) do 

1844. 
Eugene Trudel, ...... . .. ...... L.C. 
Philias Proulx,. • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . do 
Rufus Holden, ........... , .... U.C . 
Alexander Long, .... .. .. . ..... L. C. 
William E. Scott, ....... . ...... do 
William H. Wagner, ••.• . ...... U.O 
Robert Godfrey, ........ . •.. . .• L.O. 

1845. 
Pierre Fortin, .....•.•..... . ... L.O. 

1846. 
William Kelly, Surgeon, Royal 

.Artillery. 
• A. Thomson J ackson, Staff Sur­

geon in the Army. 
• Andrew Aylmer Staunton, Sur-

geon, Royal Artillery. 
Stephen Sewell Foster, .•••. . ... L.O. 
John Wilbrod Wilscam,. • • • . . . • do 
• Alfred 1\falhiot,. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . do 
J ames J. Dickinson, . . . . . .....• U. C. 
George Augustus Scriven,. • . . . do 

Henry Paradis, ...•.•.......•.• L.C. 
George D. Gibb, ............... do 
Peter H. Church, ...•.•••...•.• U.C. 

184'1. 
Geo. Edgeworth Fenwick, .•••.. L. C. 
John Dun can McDiarmid, Staff 

Surgeon in the Army. 
Peter A. McDougall, ...•..••... U. 0. 
William Mayrand, ............... L. 0 . 
•Peter Warren Dease, .•.••...•• do 
William H. Brouse, ••••...•.••• U. C. 
Darby Bergin, ................ U. C. 
•Obristopber Widmer, Toronto, 

(Hon.) .....•••.••••.•.... U. 0. 
James Sampson, Kingston,(Hon.) U. C. 
•Daniel Arnoldi, Montreal, (Hon.) L.C. 
James Douglas, Quebec, (Hon.) L. C. 

I 
A. B. Larocque, ................. L. C. 
Sa.muel B. Schmidt, .•••.•••••. do 

• An Asterisk prefixed denotes that the person has died. 



John Fisher, . . . . . . . . . . . •... L. 0. 
William Irwin Breslin, Asst. Sur­

geon, 46th Regiment of Line 
.. Alexis Pi net, .................. L. 0. 

1848. 
T. W. Smythe, .•••...•.•••.... U. 0. 
Thomas Christie, ..••.••....•.. L. C. 
Josiah G. Whitcomb .••.......• do 
John W. Hall, ................. do 
Josiah S. Brigham, ...•.....••• L.C. 
William McGill, .•••..•.....••• U.C. 
•John Rolph Lee, ............. do 
Albert Baker, ............. England. 
Joseph R. Onlver, .............• U.C. 
R. Palmoo: Howard, ..........•• L.C. 
William Wright, ........... . .... do 
Peter Henderson,. • • • . . • • . . . . . . do 
Pierre F. Longpre,. . . . . • • • . . . • do 
Edward S, L. Painchaud,. • • • . . do 
Andre Seguin, .•...•....••...• do 
Leonard Lepailleur,. . . . • • . . . . • do 
Wolfred Nelson, Montreal, (Hon.)L.C. 

1849. 
Julea M. Quesnel, .•••.....••••• L.C. 
41 John N. Buxton, ••.•.......... do 
Molse Sabourin,. . . • . . . . . . • • • • • do 
Francis Challinor, ....•.... England. 
Thomas McGrath, .•••....•.... L.C. 
•Israel P. Marr, ....••••.....•.• U.C. 
George C. Wood, ........... Ireland. 
Eneas McDonnell, .•••......... U.C. 
William Odell, ........ Surgeon, 

19th Regiment of the Line. 
. 1850. 

Duncan C. McCallum, .•.•...... L.C. 
Amos S. Bristol, .............. U.C. 
George W. Sanderson, ...••.••• do 
John A. Nelles, ..••.•••.••••••• do 
J ona than M. Vannorman,. . • • . . do 
""Enoch P. Dorland, ••••.•.•.••• do 
Robert M. Wilson, . . . • . . . . . • • • • do 
A.ndre Loupret, • • • • . . • . • • • . • • • do 
Charles Lemoiue, . • • • . • • • • . • • • do 
Olivier Raymond, . . . • .. . .. ... . .. .. do 
Josh. Morrin, Quebec. (Hon.) L. C. 

1851. 
Remi Claude Weilbrenner, •••••• L. C. 
William H. Hingston,. • • . . • . • • • do 
... Peter O'Carr, .•••...•.•••.•.. U. C. 
George McMicking,. • • • • • • • • • • • do 
Robert Walker, ................. do 
Samuel T. Brooks, ............ L. C. 
John J. Blacklock, ............ U. C. 
Onesime Bruneau, ••.••••••••.. L. C. 
Charles E. Cas grain,............ do 
George Leclere,. • • • .. . .. .. • • • • • • do 
John W. Moont, ............... U. C. 

1852. -
Robert Thompson .............. L. C. 
Richard Weir, •••••••••••••••••• U. C. 
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Edward H. Buckc, . •• . . • .. . . . . U.C 
J oseph Moore, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . do 
Joseph Garvey, .... .............. do 
John Easton,. . . • .. .. . . . . . . . . . do 
Victor Perrault1 ................. L. C. 
Eric B. Sparham, ................ U. C. 
George Henry Boulter,. . . ... .. . do 
Henry Thomas Ridley,. . . . .. .. .. .. do 
Burnham G. G. Demorest, ....•• do 
Newton W. Powell, . .......... do 
Alien Ruttan,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . do 
Angus McDonnell, ....•....... L. C. 
"'Amable Simard,. . . . • . . • • . . . . . do 

1853. 
Henry A. Tuzo, ........... . ... L.C. 
Benjamin Workman, ...•....... do 
A.dolphe Bruneau, ......••..... do 
•Stephen Duckett, ............. L.C. 
OolinMacdonald, .•••.......••. U.C . 
Richard Moo re, ............ Ireland, 
John Rae, Hamilton, (Hon.) .... . U.C . 
Waiter Henry, Belleville, (Hon.) C.W, 

1854. 
•James Crawford, .... (ad eun.) L.C. 
Thomas W. Jones,..... do do 
Augustus M. Corbett, ......•.•• U.C . 
William H. Corbett, ..•••...... do 
Robert Craik, .•.......... . .... L.O. 
•Joseph P. Phelan,.... . ... U.O. 
James A. Grant, .............. do 
Thomas Simpson, .............. L.C . 
•David M. Rintoul, . . . . . . . . . . . . do 
Cornelius H. O'Callaghan, .... Cuba. 
Alfred J. Burns, ............... U.C. 
Thomas Y. Savage, ............ do 
Waiter Mackay, ............... do 
Hermon L. Cook, ............. do 
Peter Rolph Shaver, ........... do 
Stephen A. Scott, . . . . . . . • . . . . . do 

. :1855. 
Nelson Loverm, ......•••...... U.C . 
Eliphalet G. Edwards, .......•. do 
John L. Stevenson, ...•...•.... do 
Coller M. Church, .....••..•••. L.C. 
John B. Gibson,.. . • .. • .. • .. • .. do 
George Pringle, ................. U.C. 
*James Paterson, .............• do 
Charles A.ult, ..••....•..•.••.• do 
James F. A.ult, ................ do 
Elzear Gauvreau, ...•..••...... L.C. 

1856. 
W. Justus Jones, .•••.•.•••.... U.C. 
Joseph Alex. Hamel, ............ L.C. 
Ed. Laberge,.. .. .... .. .. • .. • .. . do 
Jos. G. P. Dupuis, ............. do 
Alex. H. Kollmyer,. . . • . • • • . • • . do 
Waiter J. Henry, ........ . .... do 
•A. Kirkpatrick, ............... U.C. 
James C. Lee, ................. do 
James McGregor Stevenson,.... do 
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185'1. 
Alex. D. Stevens, ...... . ... . ... L.C. 
Levi R. Church, . .•............ do 
A. C. E. Picault, ..•........... do 
Henry Shoebottom, ............. do 
Robert Howden,. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . do 
David T. Robertson, .........•• do 
William Wilson,. . . . . . . . . . . • . . do 
Etienne R. R. Riel1 ••••••••••••• U.C. 
John Aylcn, ...••••.....•..••.. L.C. 
R. Whiteford,.. • . .. . .. .. .. .. ... . .. do 
R. N. Shaver, .................. U.C. 
John M:c.Millan,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • do 
Andrew A. Boylan,. . . . . . . . . . . do 
Gordon J. Emery,. . . . . . . • . . . . • do 

1858. 
•Jamcs Kcrr, .•.•...•..•......• U.C. 
T. F. English, ................. do 
Jas. McGarry, ................. L. C. 
Wm. Harkin, ..••....•.....••• L. C. 
George Pattee, .....••........ L. C. 
L. T. Robitaille, ••.•••.........• do 
Wm. H. Taylor, ............... do 
C, W.E. Glenn, ............... do 
Jamcs S. Duncan, ....•....•...• do 
Alex. Peter Reid, ............ U. C. 
W. C. Thurlow Cunynghame, L. C. 

1859. 
Patrick O'Leary, .•••...•.....• L. C. 
John Rambaut, Surgeon, Ca-

nadian Rifles ................... . 
William A Duckett, .....•....• L. C. 
Edward W. Smith,. . . . . . . . . . . . do 
Philippe Giroux, ................ do 
E. Gilbert Provost, ............. L. C. 
Stephen Wright, ................ do 
Linus 0. Thayer,.. • . . . . . . • • . . . do 
Edwards T. Roberts, .......... do 

William M.H. King, ••••...•... L. C. 
J ames J oseph O'Dca, ...•...... U. C. 
Andrew W. Hamilton, ••••..... do 
James Mclntosh, ••••......•••• do 
James Stephenson1 •••••••••••• do 
*Thomas Keeler,. • • • • • • • . . . . • • do 
Samuel A. Carter, .•••.•••..•.. do 
Irvine Bogart,. • • • • • • • . . . . . • • • do 
Robert W. W. Carron, ...•.•••• do 
William Rumsey1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • do 
Walker H. M:arr,. • • • . . • • . . • • . • do 
George W. Hurlburt, ............ do 
Samuel S. Macklem, .. .. . ... . . . . . • do 

1860. 
Henry Warren, .••..•.•..••.• C. W. 
Alexander Ault, ............. C. W. 
Adolphe Robillard, .•......•.. C. W. 
David Woods, L. R. C. S. I,Staff-

Asaist. Surgeon, ••••.••••• C. E. 
Louis G. Turgeon, ............. do 
John Erskine, ................. do 
Gustave Chevalier, ...•.•.•..•• do 
William P. 0. Whitwell, .•..... do 
Henri Adolphe Mignault,. . • • . . • do 
Alexander McLean, ..••••..• P. E. I. 
Arthur Courthope, Poussette, •• C. W. 
Edwin Augustus Hulbert, .•••• C. E. 
John WallworkPickup, •.••.... do 
William Edward Bowman, ....... do 
Robert Wilkins Bnrnham, ...... C.W. 
George Lloyd McKelcan, ••...•. do 
Louis Robitaille, .....•..••.••. C. E. 
Louis J. A. McMillan,.. . . . . • • • • • do 
Israel Wood Powell, •.••....••. C.W. 
Francis Wayland Campbell, .••• C.E. 
Henry Thomas Tait,. . . • • . . . • • • do 
Charles H. Donnelly, .•...•... C. W 
Louis Duhamel, • . . . . • • • • • • . . • do 
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SESSION 1860-Gl. 
_-\RCII. HALL, )f.D.: 

Sm,-At a, meeting of "The University ::IIeuical Students' Association," 
held on Friday Evening the 9th inst., :Mr. Duncan l\1cGregor in the chair, 
the Resolution which is now placed. in your hands was submitted and 
unanimously 1nssed :-

"That 'The Association,' imJlressed with the importance of preserving 
in more enduring form, the excellent Introductory delivered by Dr. Hall, 
respectfully request that it be plac·cd at their disposal for publication; and 
that a Committee, named by the President, he instructed to wait upon him 
to solicit his consent." 

In accordance with the terms of the above Resolution, we have now the 
honour of addressing you, and respectfully request your acquiescence. 

(Signed) F. D. S"GTITERLAND, 
"\Y. 1Y. SQUIRE, 
E. II. TRENHOL}fE. 

F. D. SUTHERT.>\ND, 
Secy. U. lli. S. A. 

18 VICTORIA. SQ"C"ARE, 
Nov. 21st, 1860. 

GENTLEliEN,-I received, yesterday, your letter, conveying to me a 
Re;;;olution adopted by the "University 1\leclical Students' Association," 
requesting a copy of my Introductory Lecture for publication. 

That lecture contained a biographical sketch of the life and labours of 
Dr. Holmes, our late Professor of the Principles and Practice of 1\fedicine, 
and one of the founders of this School. 1Yhile I feel sensible that it is 
marked by many defects, yet expressing my gratification at the estimate 
put upon it by the class, and which I question much if it merits, I never­
theless })lace the :\IS. at your disposal. 

·with the sincerest wishes for the prosperity of every member of the 
dr.ss, 

Believe me, 

1'o )fessrs. F. D. SuTITERLAND, 
w. 1V. SQUIRE, 
E. H. TRENllOL:\1E. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. HALL. 





INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 

GENTLEMEN,-Allow me to offer to you my salutations, 
as well as those of my colleagues, and to extend to you all 
a most cordial welcome to the halls of this University. You 
have met together for the purposes of inst ruction and self 
improvement, and in the full hope that the great and funda­
mental principles of our noble profession, as transmitted to­
us by venerable sages and learned fathers, will be here pro­
mulgated with fidelity, and in a manner equal to, if not 
superior to what they may be in the other halls of medical 
learning in this Province. I have used the word superior, 
for I doubt not that it is the advantages, which this town and 
School of Medicine offer in a superior manner to that of other 
places in Canada, which have proved the sources of attrac­
tion. These thoughts render our position one of increased 
responsibility. The duties which, on such considerations, 
devolve upon us, and which our position necessarily calls 
upon us to discharge, are far too sacred to be regarded lightly, 
for they involve consequences momentous not only to your­
selves, but to those also who are hereafter to be confided to 
your professional care. In this School, then, you are to 
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learn the principles which are to guide you in the treatment 
of diseases ; and may they, in the hour of peril, when all 
around is gloom and darkness, prove beacon-lights to illumine 
your path ; may they, under those trying circumstances, 
which are to be encountered in the career of every physician, 
redeem the pledge which we make to you this day, to spare 
no effort, to shrink from no labour necessary for the zealous 
and faithful performance of the trust imposed on us as your 
instructors. To the Faculty of Medicine of this University 
has been delegated the high privilege of preparing you for 
the emergencies of professional life. Soon you will be called 
upon to exhibit, through your acts, testimony of the fidelity 
with which you have pursued your studies ; testimony, too, 
of the manner in which we, your teachers, have discharged 
our duty. These are considerations which, I know full well, 
no member of this Faculty can contemplate, without appre­
ciating to the full extent the great responsibility of his posi­
tion ; and whatever may be the feelings of my colleagues on 
tllis subject-! know they are deep and abiding, and were 
especially so in one who is now no more,-allow me to say 
for myself personally, that I never enter upon the perform­
ance of my annual duties without a sentiment of apprehension 
and distrust. It will, however, be my earnest care to conse­
crate to your service every energy of my mind; and, feeling 
as I do a deep interest in your prosperity, you may rely on 
my best endeavours to impress upon you the principles and . 
practice of the department assigned to me in this Institution. 

Gentlemen, I have alluded to one who is now no more, a 
cherished friend, and trusted and well-tried colleague ; and 
I feel that I, who have been associated with him for a quar­
ter of a century in the duties of this Faculty, would prove 
recreant to my duty, and faithless to every sentiment of 
esteem and friendship, were I to pass over his demise lightly, 
-one who was one of the early founders of this School, and 
to the hour, nay minute of his death, its steadfast friend and 
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most laborious and indefatigable worker. As Dr. Holmcs' 
name is so intimately blended with this School of Medicine 
as the foremost work of his life, a history of the one embraces 
also that of the other. 

About the year 1813 or 1814, two young men left this 
city to pursue and complete their medical studies in Edin­
burgh, then, and until very recently, the foremost medical 
school in the world ; and if that school does not now possess the 
same elevated character, it is solely due to the greater prac­
tical advantages which are conferred upon the student by the 
more extensive hospitals of London. These two young men 
were An drew Ferdinand I-Iolmes and John Stephenson ; and 
thither they repaired to obtain that knowledge of their pro­
fession which could not, at that time, be secured in this 
country. During their residence in the Mother Country, 
they took advantage of their opportunities, and spent a por­
tion of their four or five years' residence in visiting Dublin, 
London, and Paris, following the Hospitals and attending the 
lectures in each of these celebrated cities. On the 2nd 
August, 1819, Dr. Holmes graduated at the University of 
Edinburgh; and, if I mistake not, Dr. Stephenson did the 
same. They returned, I believe, together to this country 
the same year, and established themselves in practice; the 
subject of our sketch having entered into partnership with 
his former preceptor, the late Dr. Arnoldi, which continued 
for about five years. 

It was about this time, that, recognising the difficulties 
which they themselves encountered in their own professional 
education, and desirous of smoothing the path for other young 
men who wished to study and practice, a combination was 
effected between four of the then principal physicians in this 
city, for the purpose of giving courses of lectures on the most 
important of the branches of medical knowledge. These 
four physicians were Drs. Robertson, Caldwell, Stephenson, 
and llolmes ; and in 1824 was delivered, under the name of 
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the :Montreal Medical Institution, the first course of lectures 
in the Canadas, forming the session of 1824-25. The 
pranches were apportioned as follow: Midwifery and the 
Diseases of Women and Children, by Dr. Robertson ; Prin­
ciples and Practice of Medicine, by Dr. Caldwell; Surgery, 
Anatomy, and Physiology, by Dr. Stephenson; and Materia 
Medica, and Chemistry, by Dr. Holmes. The number of 
students in attendance on this first session was 25 ; and of 
these I believe only three are now living,-Dr. Weilbrenner 
of Boucherville, Dr. Belin of L' Assomption, and Dr. Badg­
ley, now of Malvern in England ; and it was not until the 
year 1844 that the number of students reached 50. I need 
not say that it could not have been private emolument which 
could have induced these founders of this School thus to work 
year after year with receipts barely sufficient to cover their 
annual expenditure. A higher principle was at work, one 
which was Dr. Holmes' most striking characteristic-the 
conscientious discharge of duty. Knowing the privations 
which, as a student, he himself had to suffer, his grand object 
was to lessen them for those who were to follow ; and well do 
I remember the fidelity with which he worked in those days, 
when little else than the approbation of his own conscience 
was his reward. 

"'\Ye have now to consider another incident occurring about 
the same time. In the year 1819, "from the increase in 
the population of this town, the Hotel Dieu nunnery was 
found to be inadequate to the reception of the indigent sick ; 
an inconvenience further augmented by the great influx of 
emigrants from the United Kingdom, some of them labouring 
under fevers of a contagious nature, and other diseases that 
were not admissible into that Hospital." I quote this from 
the first Annual Report of the l\iontreal General Hospital. 
Accordingly, that year a subscription was taken up for hiring 
a house to serve as an llospital ; and the Report further 
says, "that though this was only on a small scale, the good 
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effected by it was, after one year's trial, so evident, that it 
was deemed an object highly desirable to erect a building 
which might give permanency to the establishment." Accord-: 
ingly, ground was purchased ; subscriptions were opened to 
raise the sum of £2,200 ; and, in January 1821, a special 
committee, appointed for the purpose, contracted for the 
erection of the building now known as the Montreal General 
Hospital. The building, however, cost £3,688, and was 
finished for the reception of patients in 1822 ; and that there 
must have existed an urgent necessity for its erection, is 
proved from the fact, that, between l\Iay 1822 and :May 
1823,421 in-door and 397 out-door patients received medical 
assistance at this original Institution. The medical officers 
at this time were Drs. Robertson, Caldwell, Holmes, Lmdel, 
Stephenson, and Lyons. .So that, with the organization of 
the School, an Hospital was already at hand wherein clinical 
instruction might be given-a matter of the highest impor­
tance to every medical school. The benefits which this 
Institution has conferred upon the town and country, since 
this period of time, are incalculable. To the comparatively 
small central building, which was first erected, two large and 
capacious wings have since been added, forming the Reid 
and Richardson wings, names given from two of its princi­
pal benefactors. Not less than 400 patients can now be 
comfortably accommodated within its walls ; and I think 
I am not wrong in stating, that, for benefits conferred upon 
the sick poor, or for its means of clinical information, 
it can safely compare with any similar Institution on this 
continent. To this Hospital Dr. Holmes served as one of 
the attending physicians for nearly twenty years, performing 
his duties with marked ability, when he retired upon the 
consulting-staff, to make way for some junior member of the 
profession who aspired to his place. 

But we have a third incident to recall to mind, occurring 
about the same time, and which affected this School to a 

~ I 
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marked extent. About the year 1811, there died in this 
city a wealthy merchant, the Hon. J ames McGill, who 
bequeathed a most;. valuable property for the purpose of 
endowing a College to be known afterwards by his name. 
I must observe that an opinion prevailed about the commence­
ment of this century, and for many years afterwards, that 
the British <iovernment contemplated the erection of a U ni­
versity on a most liberal scale in this city ; and Mr. McGill 
laboured under the impression, that, in his bequest, he was 
but endowing a College in this University, which was to be 
called by his name. To whatever circumstances owing, this 
intention of the British Government was never realized ; and 
11r. McGill's bequest became, afterwards, the cause of a 
protracted litigation, which lasted until the year 1821, when 
the Courts of Law decided against the family of the Des­
Rivieres, to whom the other portion of his property had 
devolved. The bequest was made upon a certain condition, that 
lectures, within a given period of time-ten years, if I remem­
ber rightly-should be delivered within the College. In the 
year 1821, failing the intentions of the Home Government, 
the College thus endowed by Mr. ~fcGill was erected into 
a U nivcrsity by Royal Charter; and in 1828, as it was impos­
sible to fill up the Faculties of Arts, Law and Divinity with 
properly qualified professors, the lecturers in the Montreal 
:1\Iedical Institution were incorporated as the Faculty of 
~Iedicine, and as such have since continued. This incorpo­
ration, as I have already mentioned, took place in the year 
1828 ; and had it not occurred, and had not the Faculty of 
Medicine thus delivered their annual series of lectures-a 
series interrupted only by the political troubles incident to 
the rebellion in 1837-the rich bequest of Mr. McGill would 
have returned to the DesRiviere family, and no University 
would have been now existing. 

At the period to which we have now come, 1828, Drs. 
Robertson, Holmes, Stephenson and Caldwell were the four 
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professors ; each lecturing upon the branches of :Medical 
Science before mentioned. The year 1832 was a memorable 
one in the annals of this city. This year the city was literally 
decimated by the Asiatic Cholera; and during its winter, 
Dr. Caldwell, one of the professors, fell a victim to his bene­
volent exertions, dying of Typhus fever. This necessarily 
caused a slight change in the professorial staff; Dr. Robert­
son taking the place of Dr. Caldwell, as lecturer on the Prin­
ciples and Practice of l\fedicine; Dr. Racey, then a young 
practitioner, was associated as lecturer on :Midwifery and (if 
I mistake not) Surgery; while Dr. Stephenson confined him­
self to the duties of the chair of Anatomy. In 1835, conse­
quent upon the retirement of Dr. Racey to Quebec, his native 
town, Dr. Camp bell and myself were associated ; the former 
assuming the duties of the chair of Surgery and :Midwifery, 
and myself lecturing, in conjtmction with Dr. Holmes, on 
l\fateria :Medica. This period elates the commencement of 
our connection with the University, a connection which has 
now lasted for 25 years ; and when I observe, that, during 
all that period of time, with all the changes which have since 
taken place, and under all circumstances, sometimes of a 
trying character, with our late colleague, not one of us has 
ever had the slightest disagreement, and that on no one occa­
sion did ever an angry word arise or pass,-w~en I record 
this observation I think I say as much for the equanimity of 
temper of our deceased colleague as can be said. 

During this period Dr. Holmes continued his lectures as 
Professor of Chemistry, and an able lecturer he was. He 
was particularly careful in his experiments, one result of 
which was that he seldom failed; and I have rarely seen a 
more dexterous manipulator. Breakage of his apparatus 
was a rare event ; while in his chemical doctrines he was 
always particularly careful to unfold and explain the latest 
views. He continued in the chair of Chemistry until the 
dt;cease of Dr. Robertson in 1843 or 1844, when, in con-
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sequence of his seniority, and at the same time seeking relief 
from the labour consequent on the chemical course, he 
accepted the chair of the Principles and Practice of Medi­
cine. This was an important era in the history of this Insti­
tution. In consequence of the division of medical chairs in 
the principal British schools, it was deemed advisable to 
effect a similar extension here. And now we find the Faculty 
augmented by the names of McCulloch, Bruneau, Macdon­
nell, and Sewell ; to which, a few years afterwards, were 
associated those of Sutherland and Fraser. Dr. Holmes' 
labours now were occasionally severe. At this period 
the School of :Medicine of Montreal had started into 
existence, followed in a few years afterwards by the St. 
Lawrence School of Medicine ; which, while it caused a good 
deal of controversial writing, in which Dr. Holmes partici­
pated, effected at least one good, that of establishing the 
University Lying-in Hospital, as another adjunct of our 
School. No School of Medicine can flourish unless it has 
at its disposal ample means of clinical instruction of all kinds. 
This· was a desideratum; and well do I remember the even­
ing when its establishment was determined on. There are 
certainly larger and more extensive ones in some of the prin­
cipal towns of Great Britain, but not many ; but, as " great 
events from small beginnings rise," we anticipate the period 
when this Hospital will be enabled to accommodate a larger 
number of patients, and prove consequently more attractive 
and useful than it now is. I consider it useless to continue 
the history of our Faculty further. Its present Faculty is 

· known to you. Dr. Holmes, on the reorganization of the 
College in 1852, was appointed Dean of the Faculty ; a posi­
tion most emphatically his due, as much from his seniority as 
from his long-tried services so faithfully executed. The 
duties of the diaconate he discharged with rare fidelity, 
evincing himself on all occasions the student's real and sin­
cere friend. Indeed, if there was one trait in our deceased 



13 

friend's character more prominent than another, it wa.g lus 
earnest wish for the prosperity of every student. 

Of the different natural sciences, Dr. Holmes more parti­
cularly attached himself to Botany, Mineralogy, and Geology. 
His taste for these studies displayed itself while a student in 
Edinburgh, the fauna of which is particularly rich, and the 
geological formations (of volcanic origin), such as to attract, 
to an extreme degree, the lovers of that science. He brought 
to this country a very large collection of the plants surround­
ing Edinburgh, and a rather extensive collection of mineralo­
gical and geological specimens. These latter formed the 
nucleus of the extensive collection which about three years 
ago he made over to the museum of McGill College, where, 
under the charge of Principal Dawson, it cannot but augment. 
On his return to this country he still followed out his favour­
ite studies ; and a large collection of plants, emblematic of 
the Flora of Montreal, attests his zeal in botanical pursuits. 
He was the discoverer of one new mineral, found, if I mistake 
not, in the limestone rock, and consisting largely of magnesia, 
and of a crystalline character. I believe that it has been 
detected in two localities only in this Province: in the neigh­
bourhood of Ottawa, and in the neighbourhood of Kingston. 
Specimens of this mineral were sent home to the late Dr. 
Thompson of Glasgow for analyzation, who identified it as new, 
and called it by the name of" Holmesite," after its discoverer. 

In sketching the life and labours of one who has been for so 
many years prominently before the public, a biographer requires 
to be just as well as generous. Fortunately, Dr. Holmes' cha­
racter is one which in any respect will well bear scrutiny. In 
whatever relation of life we take him, -whether as a husband 
and father, a physician, or a Christian, it will bear analysis; 
and this is more than can be said of that of most people. 

He was no politician. From the turmoils and the anxieties 
of political life he shrank. His was a nature by no means 
framed to buffet with thE1 world, whether for the sake of an 
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opinion or a fact. Strictly conservative in his views, he was 
yet a progressive conservative, and always voted with that 
party at electoral contests. He was never prominent in put­
ting forward his vie-ws ; in fact, he rather avoided an 
expression of them. But he was nevertheless one upon whom 
reliance could be always placed ; and, if an important prin­
ciple was at stake, he could be depended upon. 

As a Physician, he belonged to what may be deemed the 
old school. Constitutions change, and they have changed. 
To whatever causes these changes are attributable, it is not 
our business now to inquire. It is a question for the physi­
ologist or the pathologist. But Dr. Holmes essentially 
belonged to that school-the school, in fact, in which he was 
educated, which trusted more to art than nature in the man­
agement of disease. I speak not this of him as a fault; nor do I 
allude to it as a failing. In diagnostic power, no one was more . 
acute, though I think he was slow in coming to his decision ; 
but the opinion formed was tenaciously held, and acted on. 
It should be observed that when he entered the profession, 
bleeding and purgation-the latter the Hamiltonian system, as 
it was termed-was the favourite mode of practice. That 
he should have retained much of this system of treatment is 
not to be wondered at. He was fond of prescribing medi­
cine, and this in large quantity. He had hardly yet fallen 
into the more expectant system of the present day ; and 
which itself is sometimes carried too far. Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes of Boston-a namesake, but no relative, and a Pro­
fessor in Harvard College-stated in his celebrated address, 
lately delivered before the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
that " if all physic were cast into the sea, it would be so much 
the better for mankind, and so much the worse for the fishes." 
This again is the opposite extreme. Between these two 
extremes lies the "juste milieu," which it should be the duty 
of every physician to attain. The object should be not to 
oyerpower the vis medicatrix, but to ascertain its energy ; 
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and, so ascertaining it, neither to overpower it by excessive 
medication on the one hand, or to withhold the necessary 
stimulus on the other. It is, I admit, a difficult task to 
apportion this "juste milieu" ; but, with constitutions as they 
are, he will be found the best physician who can duly appre­
ciate the line of demarcation between these two opposite 
lines of practice. 

Of Dr. Holmes' abilities as a lecturer there can hardly be 
two opinions, and of them many of you are as competent to 
judge as I am- perhaps more so. . I believe that he 
exhausted every subject upon which he dwelt, and for that 
purpose he was an indefatigable student. Dr. Holmes 
carried the literature of every disease of which he had occa­
sion to treat down to the latest period. This might have 
made his lectures prolix, but they certainly must have been 
found the more instructive. 

If there was one part of the appurtenances of the Faculty 
. in which Dr. Holmes took a greater delight than in any other, 
it was in the library ; and the present excellence of that 
valuable library is entirely the result of his superintending 
care. Although not virtually the registrar or librarian, he 
yet performed for years the functions of those offices ; while to 
his duties as Dean he associated also that of treasurer, and 
so strict was he in this latter capacity that he was accustomed 
to make entries even of a sixpence. All his accounts were 
in perfect order at the time of his death. 

Dr. Holmes was the author of no work on the medical or 
collateral sciences. Besides controversial writings on mcdi .. 
cal subjects, he was the author, however, of several important 
papers, which from time to time appeared in the medical 
periodicals. His first paper was " on the intra-uterine crying 
of the child," published, we believe, in the year 1822 or 1823 
in the Edinburgh Medical Journal, and of which but two or 
three instances are on record, demonstrative of the fact, that 
the child may cry and have insufflation of its lungs before its 
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birth. He was the first to direct attention to this very impor­
tant fact, one of immense interest in a medico-legal point of 
view.* In the Montreal Medical Chronicle he published 
some interesting cases of " heart-disease " ; and an elaborate 
paper on " fatal jaundice." In the first series of the British 
American Journal, he was author of the following papers :­
" On fleshy tubercle of the uterus," and " a case of wound 
of the heart without rupture of the pericardium." These 
were published in the first volume. In volume 2, appeared 
from his pen " a case of femoral hernia," and a paper on 
" Obstruction of the appendix vermiformis"; and in vol. 3, 
"a case of the employment of chloroform." 

As a tribute to his professional acquirements, and this of 
the highest order, Dr. Holmes was elected in 1853, by the 
Incorporated Profession of Lower Canada, President of its 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, the duties of which 
office he discharged with great ability for the usual period of 
three years. In this Institution he took a deep interest, and, 
until the last election of Governors in 1859, was a constant 
member of its Board. On this occasion he retired to facili­
tate the election of another member of the University in his 
place. 

But Dr. Holmes' most striking peculiarity was his religious 
fervour, his deep and abiding piety, which nothing ever dis­
turbed, and which he carried into every walk of life. He 
was emphatically the Christian gentleman, whom it would be 
well if each one of us could imitate. 

I have thus dwelt at some length upon our deceased friend, 
and, in doing so, could not but go somewhat into a history of 
this Institution. It is not a little singular fact, that at the 
moment when this School of Medicine had achieved what may 

"' Since the delivery of the lecture, I have learned from my friend, 
Dr. Marsden of Quebec, that the communications of Dr. Holmes, 
alluded to, will be found in the Boston Medical Journal, vol. s, Nos. 4, 
5, and 15; the subjects having bee~ "The Asiatic Cholera as it appeared 
in Montreal in 1832," and " Choleraic Diarrhrea," both described as mas­
terly productions. 
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he called its successful standing, as the first Medical School of this Province-! was going to &'Ly of this continent-that he, who laboured during his whole life for its prosperity, should have been so hurriedly called away from the scene of his work. It appears as if some High power had said-" Come, you have finished your work; I hav:e nothing further for you to do." It does strike me as a singular coincidence. But, inscrutable as are His ways, of one thing we may rest satisfied, that all is rightly ordered and for the best. Severely as we have all felt the dispensation, we have but to bow in silent acquiescence, satisfied," that, if we only walk as our deceased brother did, we will meet again in another and a happier world, where sorrow is unknown. 

Gentlemen, I have diverged widely from the more legiti­mate objects of an introductory lecture. Permit me, in con­clusion, to make a few remarks on my own particular branch, and to offer a word of advice as to the lectures generally. It is a commonly-received opinion that the practice of Midwifery is an exceedingly easy one, one fully capable of being accomplished by any female or old woman who has herself previously borne a child. There can be no greater mistake ; and I have no doubt that the idea has arisen out of the fact of the very great proportion of natural and easy labours to difficult ones. This is a wise and fortunate provision of nature ; yet, as no one can be absolutely certain that the cases which he may be called upon to attend will turn out one of these simple and easy cases, it is but right and proper that a medical man should be always prepared for any emer­gency that may arise. In fact, the practice of Midwifery is by no means always the easy work which it is commonly thought to be. I question much, indeed, whether, in the three branches into which our profession is divided, this one does not stand preeminent for calling into prompt action all the resources of the practitioner. Fertility in resources, and decision in action, are more imperatively demanded here than 
B 
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m the other two branches ; and these necessarily depend 

upon education. He will naturally be the most proficient in 

these respects who is the most deeply versed in the princi­

ples of his profession. For this purpose it fortunately happens 

that the means which qualify for the one qualify also for the 

others ; and at the bottom of the pedestal, on which the scien­

tific physician may be said to stand, lie the important elemen­

tary branches of Anatomy, Chemistry, Therapeutics, and 

Physiology. These constitute, in the most emphatic sense, 

the ground-work of medical character. Without a thorough 

knowledge of these, no one can be considered an accom­

plished physician. Like in Mechanics, they constitute the 

powers which lie at the bottom of, and direct, all his subse­

quent proceedings. While Anatomy teaches him the differ­

ent parts of the human system, and their relative dependance 

upon one another, Physiology tells of the functions with which 

each different part, each separate organ, is endowed. By an 

intimate acquaintance with these parts, and the due exercise 

of their various functions, we become enabled to detect and 

trace out deviations from their healthy condition ; and a know­

ledge of the Materia Medica, with Therapeutics and Chemis­

try, enables us to select and modify, by combination, if neces­

sary, the remedial agents which, from experience we have 

learned, are capable of rectifying these morbid alterations or 

deviations from the healthy condition of these organs. These 

various deviations from healthy conditions are grouped toge­

ther in accordance with some peculiar, some dominant char­

acteristic, and constitute the different classes of diseases 

which in Medicine and Surgery are studied under their res­

pective pathologies. But, convenient as this classification or 

grouping of diseases may be for the purposes of study (and 

indeed without some such system it would be an impossibility 

to acquire a thorough knowledge of them), yet in the field 

of actual labour you will frequently find yourselves at fault; 

that diseases, owing to a multitude of differently-acting causes, 
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do not invariably present the same features, the same forms, 
as described in books, but, under the guide of some ruling 
principle, the true physician will be rarely found astray or at 
fault. In this School you have the amplest means of acquir­
ing a thorough theoretical and practical acquaintance with 
the profession which you have chosen. It is our business to 
direct you in the path leading to results so desirable ; and it 
is the height of our ambition to see the Graduates of this 
University scattered over the land, each "the bright parti­
cular star in his own firmament," sustaining in his own person 
the honor of the school, and reflecting the principles which it 
has been our happiness to inculcate. 

I should wish, gentlemen, in conclusion, to say a few words 
on the best method of prosecuting your studies, because the 
knowledge acquired during this period of your lives will consti­
tute the stock upon which your future excellence or eminence 
is to be based. Away from home, as many of you are, and 
for the first time, you are likely to be attracted from your 
studies by the winter gaieties of life abounding in this city. 
While far from wishing to deny you a moderate enjoyment of 
these-for the bow, continually bent, soon loses its elasticity 
-the principal object of your visit here is not to be forgotten. 
Prosecute your studies in the different branches which you 
may be following, with assiduity and regUlarity ; and, above 
all, make it a point to devote some portion of the evening to 
what you have heard during the day, by careful perusal of 
your notes, and reading in some volume of authority the sub­
jects which may have comprised the daily lectures here. I 
think it a most excellent plan to take notes of the lectures. 
These lectures are to be considered as a digest of the litera­
ture of the day upon the especial subject treated of, carefully 
made by the lecturer, and will therefore comprehend more 
than is usually met with in any work on the particular topic, 
unless in monographs which are commonly not accessible to 
every student. Hence, a volume of carefully-written notes 

-~ 



20 

becomes a valuable addition to a student's library. And I 
would most strongly urge upon you to prosecute those read­
ings upon the particular subjects in a systematic manner. 
You thus by degrees impress upon your minds fact upon 
fact, precept upon precept, and doctrine upon doctrine ; and 
although the course of study of four years may seem a long 
one, at the conclusion you will discover the important truth, 
that it has by no means been too long to learn all that is 
required. Irregular or desultory reading or study is of little 
use. The mind thus becomes stored with crudities ; all 
becomes a mass of confusion ; and you possess no distinct, no 
definite idea of anything. On the contrary, let each day, 
each week, each month, each session have its allotted, its 
specific work ; and it will surprise all who adopt in their stu­
dies a method such as I have described, to discover with what 
ease their studies progress, and, at the conclusion, what a 
mass of information they have collected. You thus become 
prepared by degrees for your final examinations ; and instead 
of finding them, as is always the case with those who are ill 
prepared for them, ordeals to be shunned or feared, they 
become pleasant conversations on matters of scientific inter· 
est, in which the examiner and the examined seem to be 
enjoying but a pleasant tete-a-tete. I assure you, that, by 
judiciously economising your time, and scattering your studies, 
as they should be, over a series of years, they become very 
materially lightened, and yourselves the gainers. But, if 
the first two or three sessions are idled away in frivolous 
pursuits or pleasure, and the work of four compressed into 
one session, and that one the last--as I have known to occur 
not unfrequently-the labour of that session becomes dispro­
portionate ; the student finds more to accomplish than he can 
possibly perform ; and the result is a postponement of his 
examinations to a subsequent period, or a worse misfortune i£ 
he attempts to undergo them, with a consequent serious disap­
pointment, not only to himself, but to his parents and friends, 
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who perchance may be looking forward to his expected day 
of graduation with fond and eager anxiety. 

It is only, gentlemen, by systematic study that you can 
duly qualify yourselves for the arduous, responsible duties of 
that profession which you are selecting ; and it is only by 
constant, careful study afterwards, that you can retain those 
qualifications. Medicine is not a retrogressive branch of 
study, nor is its practice the same as it was years ago, nor 
will it, in all probability, be fifty years hence as it is now. 
The principles here taught it may become your province to 
improve upon, so as to adapt them to altered times or altered 
circumstances. Study diligently, observe carefully; and in 
the sunset of your lives, when the infirmities of age have 
impaired your physical energies, but while memory still clings 
to her seat, and passes in review the stirring events of earlier 
and long-past days, may it be in your power to rejoice " that 
your strength has not been spent in vain, nor your labour for 
nought." 








