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INTRODUCTION

In 1941, there appears in the minutes of the 12th meeting
of the Board of Curators of the Osler Library a note that the Librarian ¢ iting
was asked "whether he was recording on paper his intimate knowledge

of the books (the "patter" which he gives visitors), and was assured

ct

that this was being done." Six years later, in response to the nearly
annual inquiry, Dr. Francis reported that the notes were nearly all

on paper.

In 1951, the "Showman's patter" had expanded from 17 to 167

pages, thanks to a dictaphone, and the transcription of the patter by

Miss Cécile Desbarats. A year later, the patter had almost doubled

again, amounting to nearly 300 typed pages.

In the patter are amusing and instructive anecdotes about
many of the outstanding items in the original donation to the Osler
Library, by William Willoughby Francis, one of the editors of the
book catalogue of the donation, BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA, Dr. Francis
was also the first Osler Librarian. About 1300 Bibl. Osl. titles are
mention, as well as about 75 later additions to the collection, and

some Oslerian artifacts.

At the end of this book, is an INDEX, by Bibl. Osl. number,

or title, of the items discussed in the patter. The pages referred to

in brackets are the first 17 preliminary pages, separately paged.
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by Sir William Osler, who graduated here in 1872 and taught here for 10 years, 17

1874-84. Nearly 8,000 books, largely old ones, came from him, and we have
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added (to 1940) about 1500 since —— mostly modern books on med. hist. or
biography. No, these are not all of his books. He left 2 other collections 3's
to Johns Hopkins -—— old editions of the poets, Milton, Shelley, &c., went with Lth

his son's books to Johns Hopkins University, and a colleciion of modern works

on the heart and lungs to the J. H. Mediecal School. But this collection was

the largest, most important, and his pet hobby. We have a fine printed
catalogue of his collection.

sler(Shon it to those really interested in books.)

It was planned and begun by him and it took several of us, in relays,
(=]
nearly 8 years to get it finished. He wanted it printed before the books left
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Oxford. They arrived here in 1928. His Introduction, the "Collecting of a
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Licrary“_(p.xv} is a fine bookish autobiography, one of his best bits of
writing. Unfortunately, he left this unfinished (poxxvi).

arrangement of the books is interesting —— though not an arrangement
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that any professional librarian would approve of. (Table, p.xxxiii.) FPach book

is numbered and the first 1700 belong to what he called his "Bibliotheca Prima,"

or fundamental library, his own idea. Literature has become so complicated and

il

eldy that he thoughTit would be useful to collect concentrated libraries in

e

various subjects (cf. mid. of p.x). He has tried to do this here for the history




of science and medicine. S50 he picked out about 70 of Lhe great ploneers and

arranged ulem 1n chronological order with their works and works about them.

o1 hooine ws+l I1e. - : 1y, ] ; 107 1
It really begins with flppocrates, the first man whose works have come down to

O

us, and ends with Roentgen and the discovery of X-rays at the end of the 19th sting
cent. No two people would agree on the choice of such names, but the list is
interesting. There is one woman, Florence Nightingale, among them. The books 1t
are arranged in the same order on our shelves, and he thought this scheme would
oe useful for teaching the history of scienceg.

The second section (#1703-4298) is the largest, containing the works of men
not of the pioneer rank, arranged in the approved fashionjalphabetically by
authors.

The Literary section is interesting, containing literary works by

physicians and medicated works by layman, with an astonishing amount of bad,
- : ‘ : : ; Loy
oetry by good physicians. It is a general rule —— the better the pn;;i@iun,

o]

v
i

the worse his poetry. The next three sectio History, Biography, and
] J > ’

ibliography, are largely modern reference books. The incunabula, books

(as)

printed in the 15th century, are a valuable collection; we have 137 of them,
also some important manuscripts -in the next section. The Index is & useful

feature of the book, it occupies nearly a hundred pages in three columns.

The catalogue has proved very useful to booksellers and to students of

the history of medicine who have not access to the books themselves.
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except nere. This is a shrine to him. His ashes are behind this panzl
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(WH.) . e was cremated, and wanted to be buried with his books., &
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have put his own writings in these two cases to the left and his favourite »
autnors on the right. In the cases above, are journals which he helped to ¢

-

found or was particularly interested injy publications of the Bibliographical

1

Soclety of which he was president; John Hopkins Bulletin and Reports; the

tw

odleian Quarterly Record, &. Also a collection of Oriental MSS.which

happened to fit there, a gift from Dr. Casey Wood in 1927. Lth

117 S | o ~ 1 1. - . ; - s
(WG:) On the top shelf we have his note books, from his student days

on, including some of the lectures he listened to here in 1870- The
J\m«.f/}

fat brown case contains his personal note books,hwhich he always carried
with him}  there are some prizes which he got at school and college. These
seven vols. (3576) contain 323 reprints of his journal articles in

chronological order, followed by his separately published addresses.

o
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- Nobody knows how he ever found time to do all his writing. There are

items in his biblography, fourteen of these belng different books or

(18
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monographs. Next comes the series of his textbook, his magnum opus, which
was the Bible of medical men for nearly forty years. This (3543) is the
first copy received (show inscription). He got it on Feb. 24th, 1892, in
Baltimore and dashed over next day to Philadelphia and threw it in the

lap of the Widow Gross, as he called her, and said, "Here's the darn book!
row what are you going to do with the man?" She had told him to finish his
icb and then come and talk about it. She married him a few months after

Y

this, which was the best of the many good things which happened to him. She
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{ the 'wldey Professor Gross of Philadelvhia who was chiefly

responsible for stealing Osler from MeGill in 1884. So they were old
friends. She vwas the gremt,grendsdaughter of Paul Revere. This first

sting
edition is not as common as one would expect considering the large number

i
sold, because secondhand booksellers usually scrap the edition before las

nt
of populur textbooks. So this is beginning to have some commercial value.
The first 5,000 copies printed cen be conveniently distinguished by a

3
misprint. On page vi, opposite the "Contents", under the second motto,
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Plato's "Gorgias" is misprinted "Georgias". His own working copy of
the lst ed., 2nd issue (3644) interleaved and bound in 2 vols., is in the
show case. The book sold like a novel, about 200,000 copies during his
life time, and gave him a good steady income, which ié recorded at the
beck of some of the copies under the heading "Boodle account." Many of

these coples are defective, for he had the bad habit of tearing out pages

on which to make changes for the next ed. The 100,001st copy (8734 on

WG.4) issued in 1905 has a presentation leaf inscribed to lrs. Osler. The

9th ed., is the last which he corrected, helped by T. MgcCrae who brought

» b ] B
out the next three editions. He was the elder brother of John M§cCrae, the
poet. The 13th and 14th (1942) eds. are by Dr. Christian of Boston. It

o 1
1)

has been translated into French, German, Spanish/and Chineée. We have three
of the 4 or 5 Chinese eds. It has lately been translated by & native
Chinaman, but our eds. were by a medical missionary, P. Cousland. In the
1st ed. (3560) Osler has inserted a Chinese medical student's examination

paper. On the last page of this the Chinaman writes his prescription

in Iatin and the metric system, but also gives a quarter grain of calomel.




No one seems to be modern or scientific enough to put calomel into

grams. The red-backed books (WG. 6-7) are MSS. he preserved, most
of them published, but some unpublished. Unfortunately, he forbade us

to print anything which he had not published himself, e.g. the paper on
Walt Whitman (7660) which he was working on at the time of his death. This
one (7658) "The Old Humanities and the New Science" illustrates his method
of work, but he took more care over it probably than even with his first
paper (7640). It was his last address, in 1919, as President of the

Classical Association, and he was speaking, he said, as an amateur to

professionals. The little preliminary slips with notes on them were

3 nr

ound in his desk after his death, and many of them are headed "Classcical,
Tradcition; in Scciencey", the title he first thought of. After these
slips come more or less connected paragraphs; then & handwritten draft and
portions of three typewritten drafts, all which shows that he had no

good secretary at the time. During most of the war he was without one.

(WG.7:) #7644 — "A Study of Dying" - see the note inside the case.

He had the purses, if there were no doctors present, fill out these cards
(the nurses hated doing it),

about patients who were dying, The idea being to get reliable statistics
of how painful a process it was. The only use he made of them was in a
paragraph (quoted ¢n the note) in Science and Immortality and also a letter
to the Spectator chastising Maeterlinck for the hysterical chapters on the
angs of dying in his book on Death. Show Edinburgh University people
#7648 "Rectorial Contezt, Edinburpgh, 1908" containing bills and accounts

amounting to several hundred pounds. Osler was put up as an independent

candidate in 12908 for the rectorship of Edinburgh University in a 'vain




attempt 1o break up the long tradition of a political contest. His
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opponents #a3 Winston Churchill (Liberal) and Wyndham (uunJuAuuuLve;.
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AW

yS an important political straw to show which way the wind is

blowing!

This contains some of his other writings. At the top, three eds.

of the "System" which he and licCrae edited. The American issues have

the "salesmanish" title "liodern Medicine" which the Philadelphia

publishers insisted on.

Feds) In his catalogue Osler regrets never having kept his

O

notes he lectured from after 1878. With a lot of persuasion I induced

Dr. H. B. Small of Ottawa to give me hié:ﬁdﬁés of these lectures
(8279-80), and I also picked up lacTaggart's copy (8281) which égifwrihten
out fair, evidently one of the MS. copies prepared for sale to the
students.

Osler detested "spiritualism" and said it was time Conan Doyle and
Oliver Lodge either put up or shut up. He would have been amused by
these messages on healing attributed to him, post mortem, by Lady Osler's
cousin, lrs. Burke, "sitting with" his old friend E. S. Martin (9312).

(WF.4:) Jlany different eds. of Aequanimitas, his collection of
essays which is now givem to all medical students in the U. S. and Canada
on graduation. The "Science Gossip" (3535) contains on p. 44 his

first published paper, "Xmas and the liicroscope," written in 1868.

)




He went out Xmas afternoon, got some water from a frozen spring, examined
1 under the microscope and described the microscopic plants in it. H

had not kept a copy and we only learned about it from the introduction to

'8lling
his catalogue ( xvii) where he pokes fun at himself fifty years later
£
about his fondness for Guotations. "At the very start of my ink-pot career,
nt

a fondness for tags of quotations, this one from Horace, in those days &
amiliar frieng.m Lady Osler had to buy ten vols. of this old hodge-podge
@b great expense in order to get that one page. This is followed by some
of his monographs and the two famous pathological reports from the M. G. H.
A "cache" of these has been lecovered in the lMedical Library where copies
can be bought.

(FW.5:) A rare volume edited by Osler and his brothers in 1915 for
distribution to the family is the "Records" (3594) of his parents containing
& "family tree", the diaries kept by his father during his service in the
Navy and during his pioneer days as a missionary in Ont. in 1837-, and old

drs. Osler's reminiscences of childhood (see anecdote of the Baster bonnet

L)
e

on p. 6, and the beautiful frontispiece of her when she was over 70). She

T

lived to be a hundred (1806-1907). His biographical essays, "An Mlabama

Student," have not been as popular as Aeunnlmltas, but Sudhoff, the great

historian, said that any one of them was worth\man; tomes of historieal
(.{"‘,' C—..L,'.—"‘-‘

erudition, and Weir mltChb]llWTODe on receiving his copy, "You kept me up

late 1&a5=;é§§¢ -with your confouhding biographies - as if anybody could

= s Aot ’ . . i . 1 & . N " - .
be biographed! Why not write undisguised fiction? No. 8322 is a shor

illuminated greeting from the Osler Club in London on the occasion of the

opening of this library, bound in red morocco. This has been & Very success-—

ful organization; The only club taking in students from the various London

~
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schools.  They have a yearly dinner on Osler's birthday, July 12th,

which 1s attended by many of the leading physicians. His MS. letters

from Egypt (8282) to Lady Osler in 1911 are full of interest and are longer .
. . Y% o | o
They groem FnaﬁJ”{pz&fjaaav siing

and more frequent than any of his other surviving letters. /<{ine, .
L

privately published "Mewoir" of Lady Osler bynMUirheadjonq$he nedieas N
ne

students who used to frequent the house and library at Oxford.

(

of the graduates of Johns Hopkins Hospital (3589) with more pride than

bz

We6-7:) Osler used to show the 12 vols. of the collected papers

anything else in his library. Presented to him when he left Baltimore
in 1905, they contain 500 signed reprints by his first studenis there, a

:
fine body of scientific work by young men, some of whom had not,graduated.

Lady Osler aléss® used to show them when any of her American friends
complained of the lack of sunshine in Oxford. They are bound in green
morocco, but the backs which were exposed to the afternoon sun have turned

a dirty brown.

VH.
The bronze plague which was chosen by Lady Osler for the memorial
at the Johns Hopkins Hospital, at Oxford and here, is most successfully
i o

enlarged from the small mipiature done by Vernon in Paris in 1903, the

original of which is on my desk. As a likeness I like it better than any

(@]

f his other portraits. The base of this panel can be unlocked and removed

nd behind it is the box containing his ashes.

o

(The ashes were brought to America by Lady Osler's sister, Mrs. Chapin,
and were deposited here in 1929 when the books had been arranged on the

shelves. There is an absence of red tape about cremation. For nine years

1920-8, these ashes reposed without any formality in the beautiful

~

~




"watching chamber" (picture in "Cushing", 1925 ed., vol. 2, Opp. p. 685
in the éhrins of 5St. Frideswide in the cathedral at Oxford. It would have
required an Act of Parliament to deposit a body in the cathedral. Lady
O. did not want it known that the box also contains her ashes — "What would
cGill want with the cinders of an old woman like me?" .Their boy is of
course buried in Flanders where he died of wounds in 1917  Dosinghenm
cemetery, near Poperinghe, plot 4, row 5;. The marble-lined sarcophagus
was made just big enough to hold the original box of W. O.'s ashes; when
Lady O.'s were added and I sent the dimensions of the larger box, it was

very difficult to get the extra inches of depth required. Hot water pipes,
&., had to be diverted.}

W
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ir Thomas Browne .
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This contains pothing but Sir T. B, - probably the most complete

collection of his works, and works about him, in existence. W. 0. called
him‘his life-long mentor. The first book he ever bought, which he managed
to keep, was an 1862 ed. of the Relirio sedici. Thét copy 1is kept in the

show—case with the first ed. 1642, A duplicate of it in the original

publisher's binding is 4456 (on§.). We have every ed. of the Religio.

About 88 of them, they begin here (5), followed by the Latin and other
translations (4-3). It is still a living book, and was translated into
Italian (9247) as lately as 1931, A recent ed., 1939, w?s magnificently
printed by the University of Yregon for the Limited Editions Club (9298 -

on 8). e even have a MS. of the Religio, 4417 (8), one of seven that have
survived. None of them are in T. B.'s handwriting. Ours has photos of the
first page of the other six MSS. Browvne wrote the work about 1835 at the

.
hirty when he was s¢tt?&ng dovn in the country waiting for practice,
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and circulated it among his friends. There must have been at Jest a hundred
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in circulation for seven of them to have survived. None of them bear his
nane. samuzl Johnson poked fun at Browne for the usual trick of these days:-

~

one of these anom. MSS. was certain to fall into the hands of a printer who
would publish it if he thouzht it would sell, then if it was a success, the
author would claim it, if not, no one was any the wiser. Of course anyone
whe took the trouble to copy a long MS. like this, without knowing who was
the author, was apt to leave out what he didn't like and put in what he thought
should be there. A printer with the supgestive name A. Crooke picked up
two very different MSS. in 1642 and printed them both. Browne claimed it and
o~ b
brought out his own first authorized ed. the next year (4420;- show t.-p.)
and put this underneath the engraving‘"A true and fgl] coppy of that which was
moft imperfectly and Surreptitiously printed before under the name of Religio
Medici" and put his name to the preface. He égnas annoyed, but he kept the
“Crooke" publisher and the frontispiece (by Marshall) which Crooke had provided
for his "surreptitious" eds. This shows a man falling from the rock of
salvation into the sea of destruction.. 4 hand protruding from the clouds
saves him and the legend reads "salvation from Heaven'. Bound with this is
the "Observations" on it "occasionally written" by Sir Kemelm Digby, that is,
written for the occasion, anything but what we mean by "occasionally". He
was one of the great men of science of the day, and later on a founder of the
Royal Society, He is also sometimes called the Qézggést liar of the century.
This reputation partly rests on his claim here. At this time, 1643, he was
in prison, in trouble as a royalist with Cromwell. He says that his patron,
the Earl of Dorset, sent word to him that this Religio had just appeared and

that he wanted his opinion of it. So Digby says he sent his servant out who

took several hours to find a copy of the Religjo and bring it in, and then

&
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Digby read all this and dirested it (Religio) and wrote all this (Observations)
0o

and had a good sleep, all within 24 hours (see top of b, 122). It sounds like

quite an achisvement, but I wouldn't put it beyond him. He is famous in

wm
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kedicine for popularizing the powder of sympathy, a magic powder which healed
wounds at & distance. It had a phenomenal success, doubtless for the reason
that the directions were to clean up the wound and put a clean dressing on it
and put your smears and powders on the dagger that stabbed you or the dog that

i 5 m. WF-’” 4 4
bit you. Or if you couldn't find gpeﬁ; staunch a rag in the blood and treat -
the rag. It gave the wound a chance to heal, which was what it needed in

v

those days. Digby was a good manager. As a child, he was brought up under

a cloud. He was a R. C. which was enough to damn him in those days, and what
was worse, his father, Sir Everard Digby, was executed for complicity in the
guq:}mwder plot. Some distant relatives, the Stanleys, took pity on young
Digby and educated him. Vhen lia Stanley saw hew things were shaping between
Kenelm and her dau;hter Venetia, who promised to be an heiress and a beauty,
she shipped Digby over to France to finish his education. However, he came
back at the right time and not only married the girl, but she had two children
in her own father's house before anybody but her old nurse knew anything was
happening. |

The 1lst of the 2 "Surreptitious" eds., 1642, is in the show-case. This
copy of the lst authorized ed., 1843 (4420, on 5), was used by the Clarendon Press
for their 1909 edition (4470 on 4) which was very widely distributed and which
reproduces it page for page and line for line. It is not wise to use one copy only

for this purpose. It was afterwards discovered that our copy is a very rare issue

which lacks the importmnt preliminary correspondence between Browne and Digby.
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Ihe uniform red leather bindings of so many of the editions were done for
Osler in London during his caltimore days, and he may have sacrificed some interesting
old bindings. He ordered the books from catalogues and booksellers! reports, If
these said the bindings were worn and in bad condition he would have the books sent
to the binder's before being forwarded to Baltimore. Ap interesting copy of the
Sth edition, 1645, in its original binding, is #4423, 4 presentation copy from the
author to his cousin, Robert Bendish. The inseription, however, is not ip Browne's
hand, and the Copious MS. notes are also not B,'g, No book has ever been found with
B.'s name written i1 it by himself, but g bookseller who has a 17th-century book
with T. Browne written in it, perhaps the commonest name in England at that tinme,
is apt to attribute it to Sir T. B,

/

The best—printed edition of the Religio is that by Pickering, "The English
—— e
4Aldus™, 1845, of which we have two copies, #4442 in the original binding with label
on the back, and #4441 handsomely bound in red leather, The former is more valuable,
It looks as if Osler might have used the latter as the model for his standard binding,

omitting the elaborate gold tooling on the back.

Osler's working copy (#4455, on 4) is an 1898 issue of the Greenhill edition
in its blue Grolden, Tereasury Sceries, binding. This is still the best edited ang

standard edition.

The translations begin with #4473 in Latin, Leyden, 1644. These &ll have g
rather poor copy of the famous engraved title-page reversed. This edition was
copied in Paris the same yeer (#4474) ang Browne's friend and translator,
MerryWGather, later complains about its preface, inserted "oy some Papist" who

apparently tries to make out that Sir T. B, (as is often claimed for Shakespeare)
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was as much of a Catholic as he could conveniently be in his time and place.
It is a tribute to the broad charity of the author that he was commended by
some Catholics, some Protestants, and condemned by others, and that the doubts
which he expresses here and there were sufficient for some bigots to class

him among the atheists!

Many consider his "Urn burial'" the grandest bit of prose in the

g\)

English language. It is a philosophical essay on cremation and survival,

D

propos of some ancient burial urns which were dug up near Norwich where he
pracitised. Qur copy of the lst ed., #4499 (5) belonged to the author and

has corrections in his own hand. (So have #== other copies, but ours has

more than any other,) His son's signature "Dr. Edward Browne §° Julii

cl6591" is on the {ly-leaf, He was then President of the Coliege of
Physicians. On p. &5 is a correction cnly an author could make, "to be
printed in the margin" and it is definitely in his difficult hand. On p. 48

is an unfortunate correcvion, altering "To be knaved oult of our graves" to
gnawed, he himself having been knaved notl gnawed out of his, He was buried

in the magnificent parish church of St. Peter liancroft at Norwich, "lapt in
lead", in a tight-fitting lead coffin with a brass plate like this (4) over

the face, The inscription, composed by his son, may be translated thus,

"The worthy Sir Thomas Browne, knight, doctor of medicine, aged 77, died 19
Oct., 1682, literally, born 77 years, de-born 19 OCQH, sleeping in this coffin
he converts the lead of it into gold by the powder of his spagyric ralchemical
or wonder-working, body." He went on converting "the lead into gold" for

160 years till 1840, when they were making a new grave in the church and a
workman's pickaxe split the original of this plague in half and knocked his

skull out of the coffin. 4s usual an antiguary was standing by for pickings.




He ran off with both, but denied having the plaque, which was found in his
desk after his death thirty years later and restored to the church, About
1905 when they were getting ready to celebrate the 300th anniversary of B.'s
birth Osler and others were scandalized to find the skull of their hero
being kept with the ordinary specimens in the local hospital museum, Osler
provided a fine ebony stand for it with glass top and gold trimmings (see
scrapbook #4535 on 8 retro) and in gratitude they gave him this replica.
But after Osler's death the church got the skull back and before reburying
it in 1922 they sent it to Sir Arthur Keith at the College of Surgeons to
have it recorded and to Elear up a serious doubt. The original grave could
not be found in order to prove that B.'s skeleton lacked its skull, and many
doubted its authenticity because it doesn't conform ﬁo his wellknown portraits
(show # 4563, shelf 8, comparing plate 2, two poriraits with very high
forehead, with pl. 18, side view of skull, which shows a bigger brain than
ormal, but a comparatively low brow) . Fortunately as they were issuing

this study in 1823 a llutle portrait,of B.sas a young man with his bride

h b
@;montispiece), now in the Nationmal Portrait Gallery, with a head
S B

corresponding exactly to the skull, whereas his wife Dame Dorothy, known for

her illiterate postscripts to her husband's learned letters in the British
Museums, is given a high brow. The explanation is that the early portrait is
before and the later ones after Charles I, who had a high brow, and with
Van Dyke setting the fashion everybody for years had to have one on canvass

The sale-catalogue (#4532, shelf 2) of his library, 1711, is one of
the rarest items. Vhen Osler got it in 1906 only the B. ils copy was known;
two others have turned up since (Viorcester Coll., Oxford, & J. F. Fulton, Yale).

A. F. Sieveking, the donor, in his inserted letter says thal when he was in
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Montreal in 1880 F, J, Shepherd introduced him to Osler and told him atterwards,
"You will hear of that young man in Europe," The B. l. has an interesting
correspondence between Sir T. B, and his son, largely hints from the father for
the son's lectures oﬁ anatomy., One of the few of these letiers in private
hands is in #4416 (on 8). It is mostly on the comparative anatomy of the
kidneys, but ends up in a delightful human way about his little grandson and

is signed Y. L. F. T. B. = your loving father Thomas Browne. See the
transcript at leaf 12, so hinged that it can be "extended" and read with the
original. He enclosed some notes on the pericardium - read the comical one
on the back of leaf 3, "Few uses it surely hath out of the body. Only it may
be observed that as men's hearts are commonly in their purses, so many of the
country people, taking advantage of the figure and toughness of this part, make
little purses hereof and carry their money in them® (wrongly corrected to it)e
Notice the next word '"Diaphragma" - his writing was terrible., He never
closed his a's an& it is interesting and natural that in his first editions

the printer will always put a u for an a if possible, e.g. lamp becomes Jump,

which doesn't matter, but Plato. turns into Pluto, a different character]

This case contains secondary favorites: Rabelais, Richard de Bury,
 Ulrich von Hutten, Robt. Burton. Osler revered Rabelais as a social reformer
with ideas on education far in advance of his age, a good physician who reformed
the teaching of medicine at liontpellier where he was the first to lecture

from Greek texts (cf. his Hippocrates, #153), His mask of buffoonery in his

published works saved his neck or his skin,. Osler was a member of the Sociecté

des Etudes Rabelaisiennes, whose Revue occupies the top shelf, The first eds,




of the separate "books" exist in only one or two copies each. On chelf 4 is
the little 16mo., #5514, the earliest dated collective ed., 1553. It was

throughly used; note that some sections (at pp. 400, 864, &c.) vere early lost

and replaced in old handwriting. On p. 915 a "thirsty poet" (poeta sitiens)
has written a verse to Rabelais. Next to this is the first critical ed.,
1710, in five unhandsome vols. (#5315),

To the left, on 4, is the book-loving Grolier Club's N. Y. ed., 1888,/’
of the Pnilobiblon of Richard de Bury, the lst of the 3 vols., being beautifully
printed to imitate an illuminated MS. Richard, who was bishop of Durham in the
15th century, wilied his books to Oxford, but they were seized for debt after
his death and none of them ever reached there. [Earlier eds. are on the next f:
shelf (5), which is mostly occupied by Udrich von Hutten., After being a
favorite pupil of Erasmus he became the literary and aristocratic power behind
Iuther. His work on syphilis, #4974, Osler thought the best up to 1600, This
beautifully bound lst ed., Mainz, 1519, was printed by the grandson of Schoeffer,
Gutenberg's printer. ‘Ihe disease was almost pandemic - Ulrich took ten years
to die of it -~ 50 there was nothing indelicate about putting the Archbishop's
arms on the title-page. OSee Ulrich's portrait at end. 74980, also 1519, used
to be thought the first book printed at a pfivate press - at Stechelberg, the
inaccessible castle of the Huttens, according to the colophon at the end, Eut
that was to protect the same Schoeffer. The book contains Hutten's Invectives
against Ulrich, Duke of Vurtemberg, for murdering his cousin John Hutten., On
leaf D6 verso (also insert at end) there is a picture of him doing it, with John's

in
wife (David and Bethshebsa again) looking on/the background, The chief offense

was that the Duke put a halter round John's neck, making him die the death of a

traitor.
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,-,‘{no, on sinedil ©, 15 UlEe 15U Cl. 01 uWie Letilers oL obscure men, lolo,
a blistering satire on the ignorance and laxity of the monks, by the young
hunanisvs, Hutten among them. An enlarged ed., 1556, #4778, has the impudence

L0 puv av uwie end, Printed at Rome with the privilege of the Popell! Iheﬂpluce

and printer haven't yet been discovered
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Most of the shelves 6 & 7 are occupied ly Osler's second-favorite
book, Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy, the greatest medical book, he said, ever
written by a layman. Eight editions of it were published between 1621 and
16876, then it was not re-issued until 1800, since when it has been prin%ed
and reprinted every few years. Only two people seem to have appreciated it
in the 18th century:-- Dr. Johnson, who said it was the only book that got
him out of bed two hours before he wanted to rise and Sternme, the humorist,
who borrowed extensively from it without acknowledgement.

ton was an old don of Christ Church, Oxford, who suffered from
melancholia himgelf, He used to go down to Folly Bridge and watch the
bargees get into & traffic jam with plenty of fighting and cursing, and then
he would have a good laugh and go back to write some more about melancholy,.
The book is divided into three parts. The first is on the causes of
melancholy, the second on the cure, and the third on love melancholy. This
last part contains all the love stories good and bad from the beginning of
the world, retold and joined-together in Burton's own inimitable fashion,
Some of what he calls his digressions are famous. A digression on air is
the first treatise in English on climatology, and the final section on
religious melancholy. Osler thought was the best essay ever written on the
subject.

The first edition, 1621, is known by its very appropriate niciname
as the stumpy quarto, and is a very rare book. Our copy (no, 4621) is
partly in its original binding with old red tape ties and has an inscription
on the fly-leaf by Alexander Boswell, bachelﬁr of law, 1728, whom I take to

be the grandfather of Johnson's biographer. Curiously enough, though he

puts the name Democritus Junior as the author on the title-page, he signs
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his ovm name al the end of this edition, whereas this "Conclusion to the
reader" is modified to form an introduction to the later editions and does
not bear his signature, so that all subsequent issues are practically
anonymous. Burton wanted to write it in Latin, but fortunately his
prinver, who is said to have made a fortune out of the book, wouldn't
agree, and Burton did the next best thing, bursting into Latin every few
sentences and putting more Latin in the margins, Milton is said to have
called the book horse loads of citations. He is a master of language and
many of his phrases have become proverbial, such as "put your shoulder to
the wheel', "as much pity as to be taken of a woman weeping as of a goose
going barefoot", and other rude sayings,.

The next seven editions are by contrast tall folios and are lined up
here on the bottom shelf. The third edition, 1628, is the first one to
carry the famous engraved title-page showing various causes of melancholy
and the two plants which were used as remedies for madness in ancient times,
and also the portrait of the author in the lower central panel, In the fifth
edition, 1638, (no. 4625) he had this plate re-touched, rejuvenated, but had
himself given a cap to wear. Evidently he was getting too old to appear
without one, even on a title-page. This fifth edition has the unique
distinction of being the only book known to have been printed in three
different cities piecemeal. It was begun by a pirate .in Edinburgh; Cripps,
the Oxford publisher got wind of it, had the unfinished sheets forfeited and
the book completed partly in london and partly in Oxford, Burton taking
advantage of the opportunity to add a good deal to the book and considerably

mixing up the work of the various printers., It takes an expert to tell

just where one printer begins and the other ends, but it has been done,
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In one place they seriously overlapped, and a leaf had to be cancelled.

Ye have two copies, no. 4626 still preserves the slashed leaf I11 after
page 26Z, the slashing being a signal to the binder, which im this casec he
has ignored, to cub out that leaf, In no. 4625, the redundant leaf has
been cut out as directed.

In spite of Burton's care in revising the book many ridiculous
misprints persisted and the work has never yet been properly edited., One
comes across such absurdities as "the Pope's parrots", Trace that back
through the various editions and incomprehensible words and you'll find
what was originally printed was the "Pope's parasites", In the preliminary

poem one verse begins, "Vhen I lie waking ell alone"; a new edition made it

"When I lie walking all alone"; the next printer "corrected" that absurdity

to "ihen I go walking all alone". A good modern edition is the three

volume one by Shilleto in 1893, in the middle of shelf 6 here., Volume 2

of this copy is a precious relic of Osler., He took it with him on his
expedition in 1900 to inspect the Dismal Swamp of Virginia, as is told by
Cushing in the Life. He spent a somewhat boring day covering the fly-leaves
with his imaginary adventures and managed to crowd in 3000 or more words in
his most illegible, smallest and abbreviated hand, He wrote the tale to
amuse his son Revere. VWhen we were cataloguing this section we couldn't
find the book. Finally, it was traced to Christ Church to whose library
Osler hed given some editions waich they did not possess, Burton had

given one third of his great library to his college and Osler had the books
all re-arranged in Christ Church Library to surround Burton's painted portrait.

The authorities very kindly restored to us this precious set of Shilleto's

edition. I deciphered the tale as well as I could, and had it typewritten




and bound as no. 7642 om WG.6, For Osler's own account of Durton,
his library and his book, see the posthumous edition got out by the
Oxford Bibliographical Society, no. 7682 on WG.6., A handy, lendable,
pocket ed. in 3 vols, is on SC. u.3.

On the two tables near the shrine are set out a couple of
interesting early books. Here is the fattest thing in the Library
(no. 7502) one of the six volumes of the great medieval encyclopedia
compiled in the 13th century by Vincent of Beauvais for his friend St. Louis
of France. The work was done at Royaumont, the magnificent monastery
Louis built for Vincent near Paris, which was occupied by the Scottish
Viomen's Hospital in the war of 1914, Vith all the books they could lay
their hands on, and all the readers and writers Vinéent wanted, they
managed to compile this vast encyclopedia of all known learning. It had
to wait 200 years to be printed, then made six enormous volumes, like this.,
We have three of the six, in this first edition, 1476-8. The other two,
dealing with natural history are more interesting from the scientific point
of view but not so sumptuously bound or decorated. This one is the moral
volume. The whole work is entitled Speculum mundi or Mirror of the world.

It was printed by Mentelin, the first printer of Strasburg, probably
in two hundred copies for each volume, and though the work was 200 years old
it was still in such demand that they had to start re-printing it as soon as
they finished this edition. Then in another thirty years, it had the fate
of a modern encyclopedia and went out of date, because even in Catholic
countries with the new learning coming in, they were no longer interested

in medieval stuff. The book is in its original binding, somewhat disguised.

Originally, the back would probably be open, showing the sewing, with
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great bands of leather holding the thick oaken boards together., In the 18th
century they thought it was untidy and they covered it with cloth, so it
probably looks more untidy now than when they tinkered with it. However, they
had the decency to put back the medieval bosses and clasps. The end—papers‘
covering the rough oak, and the first leaf are 18th century paper. George
Dunn, whose book-plate it bears, was a great collector of these early books.
_Somebody has written him a letter with three questions which Dunn has marked
A, B, C, on the front of the letter and answered on the back, "Home only last
evening and still at work 6 a.m. Yours sleepily, G.,D," . Ge De might stand
for something worse than George Dunn!

The early printers had to compete with the beautiful illuminated MSS,
and the farther back you go the more artistic the printing is. There was no
title-page, no numbering of the leaves, none of the conveniences of the modern
book, but there is a beauty about the printed page which books, unfortunately,
soon had to lose. A book lover of that time would not look at a black-and-
white book; it had to have colour in it. Space was left for the main initial,
in this case the letter I, which shows the effect of damp, the colors having
run. That is one reason for the huge metal bosses; such books were kept
on their - -side allowing a current of air to pass around them and tenddng ..
to keep them more or less dry. Every capital letler in this enormous book is
touched with red ink after the book was printed, because the tradition was
that all capitals had to be in colour, and the rubricator, the man that did this

red work, has put in a paragraph mark at the end of every sentence where the

printer has left him space, and the numerous references are underlined in red.
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I was in Oxford when this book arrived about 1918, Osler grunted and
groaned getting it out of the case and handed it to me with the remark
"Jehoshaphat, take it up and weigh it". It tipped the bathroom scales at
28 3/4 1lbs. He vas thoroughly amused to find the leather marker, not a very
old one, I fear, in the place where I hope it still will remain, namely the
chapter headed "De fugienda societate mulierum", on fleeing the society of
women! (Part 9, distinction 5, on the page numbered in pencil 838,) The
printer probably got into trouble for leaving out the most important chapter
of all, that on virginity, which he hag here tacked on at the end. I do
not know where it should come (in the book, I mean) . |

Here is another old dig at the ladies! A Pliny of 1530, bound in
stamped pigskin over wooden boards with bevelled edges. It is not an Osler
book, but bears the book-plate of the late professor F, D, Adams, who
bequeathed his fine collection of over a thousand books on the history of
geology to the Osler Library. We hope some time to have shelf-room to
Justify us in re-claiming them from the Redpath Library, A few specially
interesting books are already oh our shelves here in the ledical Building,

This fine copy has on its fly-leaf the signature of the famous
Zurich reformer Ulrich Zwingli. It is in an abbreviated Latin form, "This
book is (of) huld zwing". The title-page carries an advertisement, a
shameless blurb. It reads as follows: "Jerome Froben to the friendly reader,
greetings: Pliny's History of the World, newly so emended that our former
edition, which was accurate enough, seems sound asleep when compared with
this ... In that edition we had surpassed all others by a long intervel; in

this we have even surpassed ourselves by a still longer one, helped by

ccertain manuscripts &C.; ... Compare them reader, and you will find not a
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few hundreds of passages happily restored. We shall never regret the
expense or the labour, if yowr appreciation revards our industry.
Hand wash hand EGreek.how-d'ye doj. Hail and enjoy good luck. Ve have
added a most copious index. Basel, in the office of Froben, 1530, "

The joke is that both Erasmus and Beatus, the annotator mentioned
on the title-page, had to write to the publisher and tell him that the
liSS. he boasts of were no good whatsoever and that his father!'s edition,
brought out some five years before, was infinitely preferable, The
father was John Froben, a great scholar, professor of Greek as well as a
printer, and a great friend of Erasmus,

A charming feature of this very well printgd book is the
historiated initials, incorporating little pictures illustrating old
fables. These were carved on wood probably by the famous Holbein
f0 or 30 years before the book was printed, On p, 105 is a very medieval-
looking Julius Caesar getting stabbed, on p. 170 Balaam smiting the ass,
the ass expostulating and the angel about to smite Balaam., But the gem
of them all is that of Socrates and Zanthippe on p. 435. She was the
biggest scold in history, and is nagging him beyond endurance, and as he
walks out of the house to get away from her, she lies in wait upstairs
and empties the slop pail on him. It is said to have hit him fairly on
the top of the head, but the artist did not want to hide his ugly mug, so
he has the contents going down his back! He looks up at the sky, not at
her, and says, "After thunder, rain," For the benefit of the ladies, the
female defence is that Socrates spent all his time gassing in the market-

place and never bringing home the bacon, while Mrs. S, had to take in washing

to support the numerous progenye.
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We also have in the Library some wild women that interest the girls.
No. 7552 on NA.3 is probably the earliest known MS. of the memoirs of the
Spanish Military Mun, as she is called in English. The writing is so clear
and readable that they were uncertain of its date when I took it o the
British Museum, but they guessed it to be about the beginning of the 18th
century. It calls itself "Life and successes of the nun ensign (as she is
known in Spanish, la Monja Alférez, in other words nun-lieutenant) Catalina
de Erauso, of good family, born in San Sebastian, written by herself on the
18th of Sept., 1646," We don't believe that., For one thing at the bottom
of that page she has herself borm in 1585, whereas it is certain that 1592
was her birth yéar and not even Catherine would give herself seven exira years}

Her lemoirs whether authentic or not, were first discovered and
printed about 1828, but the main facts of her life are well known from records
of the time, She was the daughtéer of a Spanigh grandee who had lots of
daughters and no money; consequently all the girls had to be put into a
convent at the age of two because there was no dowry for them and they could
not hope to be married. Catherine by the time she was fifteen had taken
her first vows, decid_ed she had had enough of it, ran away and turned herself
into & boy, took service as a page in a nobleman's house for nearly a year
until her own father, or perhaps brother, came to stay in the house, then she
slipped out of the back door and enlisted. ©She was much the most famous
woman soldier who ever fought as a man, . Joan of Arc, of course, never
disguised her sex. Catherine fought with the Spanish armies in South
America.for sixteen years, rising from the ranks, a very difficult thing to

do in those days so she must have been a very good soldier, and then she was

so badly wounded  that her sex was discovered and her story came out,
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She was put back into nun's habit (not habits!) and sent to Madrid in
1624. There, of course, she created a sensation., Her behavior was
anything but convent-like. Her family shipped her off to Rome to make

1er peace with the Pope who, after questioning her closely and deciding

e

that the only vows she had broken were those of obedience, took a good

look at her and decided she was a tough guy, not a glamour girl., You can

understand the Pope's decision if you look at the authentic picture, the

frontispiece of the 1909 English translation of her Memoirs, no. 4797 on
from

shelf EL.l. The Pope not only absolved her 9t her vows, but gave her a

dispensation to dress as a man for the rest of her life, She must have

i
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been a glandular type. There was no sex-appeal about her. The English
edition is illustrated by fanciful pictures prepared for the French
vranslation by the French-Spanish poet, Heredia, The picture of her
cutting off her hair, opposite p. 4, is particularly Frenchified. There
would have been no disguising hips like that; she couldn't have got away
with it for sixteen days, let alome sixteen years, in any army, particularly
the Spanish onel She tried to lead the simple life in lMadrid, but couldn't
stand it and returned to America where she drove a mle train between
Vera Cruz and liexico City for twenty years until she died in 1650, A grand
life for a nun!

Hollywood got excited about her some years ago and sent a scout
here, but though the Pope could put up with her (at a distance) in 1624,
she couldn't pass the modern censors, A few years ago, a perfecily

charming little nurse from Chili, taking a post-graduate course here, came

into the Library. As she was Spanish-speaking I showed her the 1S, She
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stdred at it, gasped, and then, with a merry laugh, "So thet's why my
brothers call me Catalina de lrausol™ As a high-toned damsel she had
hed to run away to study nursing. The Senorita was relieved to learn
thal her namesake after all had not done anything mich worse,

Osler got interested in these cases of impersonation of sex
through the stories he had heard in Montreal about an extraordinary

individual, James Barry, who died in 1865, alone in London, was autopsied

-y
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ound to be a woman. She had risen to the second highest medical
office in the DBritish Army, Inspector-General of Hospitals, She had
graduated, as a man of course, at Edinburgh in 1812, where it is on
record that they refused him his degree because he could not prove

he was 21 years of age, as has always been required before one gets an
I,D, degree, There came a peremptory order from the Lord Lieutenant of
Scotland, the King's representative, to the effect that it would be
convenient if they would grant this young man his degree whether he could
prove his age or not. He went right into the Army, where he had an
extreordinary career. He,.or she, was sent home once from the East for
court-marshal  something probably she could not do, and on arrival in
London instead of being tried she was promptly promoted., It was known
that she or he head had a pull with the VWar Office. She seemed to choose
her own station, never steying long in England. Che did some extraordinarily
good surgery in South Africa about the 1820's, The former premier of

S. A., James Barry liinninck Hertzog, is called after her, because his

maternal great-grandmother (?) was operated on, 'delivered by Caesarian
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section, by this young army surgeon in an emergency, saving both mother
and child; so there has always been a boy in the family called after him,
so to speak, A Ph,D, lady in South Africa, Thelma Gutsche, wrote me
last year that she has found evidence of the truth of such operations.

Barry was stationed here in lMontreal in the 1850's for eight
years as medical head of the garrison. Our old dean at that time,

Dr. George Campbell, who was no fool, and who later taught Osler, attended
her twice for illnesses and never suspected her. Aftter it came out

in 1865 that she was a woman, he used to hold it up to the students as

a shocking example of how we doctors neglect to examine our colleagues
when they are ill, even sufficiently to determine their sex, which isn't
going very far.

Osler tried to write her up but found that every document concerning
her had disappeared from the War Office, including the autopsy report which
some of his colleagues had seen some years before. Iwo army surgeons
working under her in the Viest Indies in 1840 had accidentally discovered
her sex, but she had sworn them to secrecy.

There is no authentic account of her., Ve have two books, both
frankly novels, namely "A liodern Sphinx", by Colonel Rogers, 1895, no. 5394,
and "Dr. Jemes Barry, her secret story" by Miss Racster and Miss Grove,
1932, two South African ladies who put on a play about her in London in
1919, sid-have—neecnbly—febrieated—ter—lidtanylll: The 1895 and 1932 books
and an envelope containing cuttings, &c., about her are on EL.C.

There is more than a suspicion that she may have been a certain

Joan Fitzroy, unofficial daughter of the Prince Regent, afterwards George IV,
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Joan seems to have disappeared about the time this young man entered
Edinburgh.. She probably had a passion for surgery and the only way to
become a surgeon in those days was to change her sex, If she was an
elder first cousin of Queen Victoria, that might account for a good deal
of her ability, Doubtless the truth will come to light some day.

Case NA. contains chiefly MSS. and incunabule, the earliest
printed books, books printed before 1501, They are very rare but we
have 136 in the Osler collection. They have increased in value 4 to
€ times in the 30 to 40 years since Osler bought them.

The boxes lying lengthwise on the top shelf contain Sinhalese
MSS., from Ceylon, collected and given to us by the late Dr. Casey Wood,
the eminent ophthalmologist who made important collections for our
Medical Library and for the Redpath Library. These old Sinhalese 1liSS,
are written on prepared leaves of the ole palm and hence are called olas,
They are described under no. 7784 in our printed catalogue, but most of
them were given by Dr. Viood after the Library reached lcGill,

An interesting one is no, 8690 said to be a handbook of about 80
diseases written about A.D. 1580, Its silver covers are interesting;
one of them bears a manifest medallion of the sun; the other might puzzle
us Vesterners because its medallion contains a rabbit, which is what the
Orientals see in the moon. The writing is scratched on both sides of the
polished leaf with a sharp stylus, then dry ink is rubbed in and brushed
off, leaving the pigment in the scratches. 'he language is Pali-Sinhalese,
derived from the classical Sanskrit. Each leaf has two puncture holes

through one set of which & cord is threaded holding the liS. together.
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A mere medical work is allowed only one cord but a sacred onme has to
have two!

Shelf 2 - First comes a little box containing a curious parchment
roll from Abyssinia., This MS. dating only from the 18th century consists
of prayers and charms to counteract the particular devil who causes belly-
ache: It is adorned, if I may say 80, with a picture of St, Michael
biting his own long nose.

No. 7529 contains some alchemical tracts by Christopher of Paris
in a lS. written in the Venetian dialect in the last quarter of the 15th
century. It opens with a letter dated 1472 from Christopher to a former
pupil, This date, if authentic, puts Christopher about 200 years later
than he was hitherto supposed to have lived. It contains details of very
human and franciscan interest, accusing the good St. Francis of some
pretty rough sabotage. The old man complains that his only daughter,
who was the only hope and only comfort of his old age, forced him to give
his consent to her entering a Franciscan convent. St. Francis appeared
to him in a vision and when he wouldn't submit to the will of God, the
Saint told Christopher to go into his laboratory and see what had happened.
He found all his apparatus broken and all his experiments spoiled. Then
after taking a severe beating (he does mnot say Ste Francis personally
laid on the whip) he submitted,

The thick, brown book lettered "Rutherford Clinical Lectures®, *
towards the end of the shelf, is a real relic., It was written by
Rutherford himself about 1749 and it was he who introduced bedside
teaching into Edinburgh, and, consequently, through our Edinbur%:trained ﬁ

founders, into McGill, and through Osler into the U, S.
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Shelf & - Probably the only unigue book left in the Osler collection

/)

is the big red MS. no., 7508. This turns out to be the only copy known of the
original work of Al-Ghafiki on medicinal plants written in the 12th century by
this loorish physician in Spain who was probably the greatest of the Arabic
botanists. The book is usually kept in the show-case. It is unfortunately
incomplete, being only the first of two volumes, and describes the plants whose
names begin with the letters A to K. It is rare in any case on account of the
coloured illustrations, such pictures are idolatry to the strict lohammedans
and very much frowned om even in a scientific work, except by the Persians who
have alweys been more liberal in this matter,

This copy was written at Bagdad in A.D, 1256, It is one of two
volumes sent to Osler from Persia in 1919, shortly before he died. They were
described as two volumes of an Arabic translation of the Greek herbal of
Dioscorides. The other volume which closely resembled this in appearance
of the writing and the illustrations, but was somewhat larger, turned out to
be a Dioscorides. Only three such copies were known, and Osler in his
private instructions left the illustrated Dioscorides liS. to the Bodleian
Library. After his death when it was discovered that this volume was not
Dioscorides, I had a friendly discussion with Bodley's Librarian as to
whether the Osler Library might be permitied to keep it. We left it to
Lady Osler who decided in my favour., If Osler had known of its excessive
rarity, uniqueness in fac%}mawould have left this volume to the Bodleian
also. About ten years ago I found that Professor Meyerhof of Cairo, many
of whose opnthalmological books had been bought by Dr. Casey Viood for the

Medical Library, was printing a translation into English of an abridged

version of Al-Ghafiki made by a l1l3th-century Hebrew, He had published three
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small volumes of it when I learned of it, and found that he thought the
original was unfindable. Vhen I wrote him that we had half of it here I
expected that he might well be annoyed. DBut on the contrary, he apologised
profusely. He had the Osler catalogue before him on his desk and had never
thought of looking into it for a rare Arabic work like this., I had a
complete photostatic copy made for him which cost him over $920, and a microfilm
copy is now in the Library of Princeton University. Experts say that the
illustrations are not copied from those of the Dioscorides liS. To my eye
they certainly resemble them and are thoroughly sﬁylized. Compare them with
the black and white ones in the photographic reproduction, Leyden, 1906, of
the famous Vienna MS. of Dioscorides, which dates from A.D. 512 and contains
the earliest kunown natural history paintings that havé come down from
antiquity. t has fortunately survived the war. It is known as the

Codex (that is a MS. in book form) of Anicia Juliana, She was a Roman
princess sent to Constantinople to marry the heir of the Eastern emperor,
Meanwhile her fiancée was bumped off, as they were apt to be in those days,
and a charming young Byzantine general was sent in a ship to meét her and
break the news to her. He did it so nicely that she married him as soon as
they landed, and got the wedding present after all,

One of the early pictures in the IS, show Heuresis, the personification
of discovery and related to "Zureka," showing the mandragora or mandrake to
Dioscorides. This was a much valued remedy in antiquity and was used amongst
other things as an anaesthetic. But to be efficient the plant had to be

gathered in a special way, at midnight when the moon was full, UMoreover, it

was dangerous. It has a forked root resembling a doll and was supposed to
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shriek as you pulled it out of the ground, Any living thing that heard
that shriek was apt to drop dead. So the best way was to borrow your
neighbour's dog, attach him to the plant, whistle for him and blow a bugle
s0 that you wouldn't hear the shriek and let the dog take it. This
picture shows the dead dog still attached to the plant, indicating that
it has been gathered in the proper way.

The next picture shows Epinoia (Intelligence) holding up the
plant while Dioscorides describes it and Crateuas draws it. The pictures
are all believed to have been copied and re-copied from those of the first
Greek herbal written and illustrated by this Crateuas 100 years before
Christ. Dioscorides lived in the 1st century after Christ, being a Greek
army surgeon in the armies of Nero., He gathered medicinal plants all
over the world and described them in this work whose Utitle has given rise
to the medical term materia medica or medical material, It was used as
a text-book on the subject up till nearly 1700,

An English translation made in 1655 was first published in
19354 by Dr. Gunther, no. 8870 on SG.4. The two 1906 volumes of black and
white reproductions of the original are so huge and so heavy that we
usually have to keep them flat on the floor,

To return to NA.3. - No. 7406, a small vellum-bound incunable,
printed in 1490, and containing the Natural Philosophy of Albertus Magnus,
has a crude, but interesting, early wood-cut diagram of cerebral localisation,

on leaf 40, Three enormous circular ventricles are indicated, each divided

into two areas, labeled imagination, motion, &c,
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No. 7586 is an uninteresting early 15th-century liS. in a very
inveresting contemporary binding of white leather over wooden boards with
the usual parchment label attached at the top of the front cover giving the
name of the author Nicolaus de Lyra. A dainty, ingenious clasp has
survived intact longer than such delicate gadgets usually do,

No. 7543 is the best of the twenty or more ornate 17th-century
medical diplomas which Sir William collected, Coming from north Italy
they are in what is called the Venetian style: instead of being a large
roll of parchment like ours, they are arranged in book form. This one is
the diploma of a German student called Nolto, taking the degrees of
doctor of philosophy and medicine at the age of 26 at Padua in 1664, On
the first painted page there is a fine miniature of him surrounded by ten
less artistic figures, I was asked whether these wefe his lady friends -
they are not! They are Apollo and the nine luses, On the opposite page
the diploma begins in language a bit more complicated and ornate than in
a modern one. It is bordered by five figures of ancient physicians:
apparently Hippocrates with the book, Dioscorides with a plant, Avicenna
(as a liochammedan) has a turban, Galen with a urinal, Aesculapius with his
serpent and staff. The text is written in black and gold and is signed
at the end by the Faculty with a final attestation by a notary, This and
one other are the only two which still have their three seals attached,
Fach seal is in a little steel case covered with beautifully tooled leather.
One is the seal of the University, another shows the lion of St,. Mark, this

being the civil seal as Padua was the University for Venice, the third is

the seal of the man's nation. The foreign students, of which theﬁawere
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many in Padua, elected one of their ovm nation as "councillor" and he would
be responsible for their behaviour and would have to attach the national
seal to any document concerning them. Vhen Harvey was at Padua in 1600 he
was head of the English "nation" and his arms are still on the walls of the
University of Padua on that account,

The ordinary single sheet parchment diplomas of the 17th-century are
very rare. Ve had one from Cambridge, but as there was no example of it
at Cambridge, Osler gave it to that University (no. 7538).

On NA.4, no. 286-7 are two copies of the first edition of the
Roman medical writer Celsus. This is what is called the editio princeps,
that is, the first edition of a work printed in the language in which it was
originally written. Celsus who lived about the time of Christ was a Soman
patrician and certainly notv a practising doctor, a job which was considered
beneath the dignity of any respectable Roman. It is a commonsense treatise
based on Hippocrates, and on the Alexandrian physicians whose writings are
lost. It is full of sound commonsense and incorporates the first history
of medicine. It was apparently part of an encyclopedia compiled by Celsus
of which only this medical section and that on agriculture have survived,

It was unfortunately not known during the middle ages or the medicine at that
time could not have failed to have benefited by it, and also the language.
For it is the only medical work which has come down from antigquity which is
written in good, classical latin. Up to about 1830, when medical students
still had to write their theses in latin, and were largely taught in that

langusge, they always had to pass a rigorous examination on Celsus., The

work was lost early in antiquity, and no MS. came to light until the 15th
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century. This first printed edition appeared at Florence in 1478, Usually

Osler did not keep two copies of the same rare edition, but I imagine he was

a little doubtful about giving away no., 287, which he had picked up very
cheaply in Italy in a somewhat ragged, unbound condition, Vith his usual
goft-heartedness he lent this to a young lady in Oxford who was studying the
lost medieval art of book decoration, and with his blessing she proceeded to
illuminate the initials at the beginning of each section. ©She made a good
job of it, but commivted some shocking anachronisms. It is disconcerting
to find a Bunsen burner, for example, in an illuminated initial D at the
beginning of book V, on leaf 0S5,

No, 468 is an Avicemna, printed in 1500 and in a fine stamped.
leather binding of that time, It originally had four clasps, but the
unusual top and bottom clasps are now missing except for part of their
fastenings.

No, 7423 is a fragment of the surgery of Brunschwig printed probably
in 1497. t has a crude skeleton on the title-page, crudely painted. It is
bound in a beautiful fragment of a l4th-century Iltalian antipnoner, with the
words and music written so large that the whole choir could read from one
COpY. t is part of the office for St. Andrew's day. Vhen printing came
in and enough copies could be bought, these huge old choir books were thrown
out and sold to bookbinders, gold beaters or other tradesmen who needed vellium,

No. 7426, a Cicero, 1480, has nicely illuminated borders on its first
printed page.

No, 7447, John of Gaddesden's English hose, 1492, is the first printed

medical work of an Englishman., It illustrates something also of the
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development and artistic degeneration of the printed book, It has the
beginning of a title-page which reads in latin, "The English Rose, the
practice of medicine from head to foot", In other words it is a systematic
medieval textbook beginning with headache and ending with corns. It is
printed on poor paper for the 15th century. The initial spaces have not
been painted in in this copy, but they show the guide letters, By this
time the rubricators, who were supposed to paint in the initials, were no
longer monks but often ignorant fellows who did not know their Latin and
who were apt to put in the wrong letter. So the printer puts a small letter
in the middle- of the space and this is supposed to be obliterated by the
painted initial. Another innovation is the numbering of the leaves, every
second page, and the number is not always put in the same place; hence when
the book has been cut down for binding, as here, many of the leaf numbers
are cut off, for example on leaf 9, The numbering, however, makes another
convenience possible, a table of contents, Still another innovation is the
publisher's woodcut device at the end. The colophon here Teads:Pavia,
1498, 24th day of January, John Anthony Birreta put it through the press.
His device bears his initials I A B, there being no capital J at that time.
John of Gaddesden, Osler's predecessor, was professorwo? megici§f at Offo?d
in the 1l4th century.

He had the reputation of being a very good physician and is much praised
by Chaucer.

No, 74587 - llartius, 1476, is in a fine contemporary binding. There
is an amusing contrast in the inscriptions written on the vellum fly-leaves

inside the front and the back covers. I have translated these in my

paper, "At Usler's shrine",




No., 7472 ~ the Ireasury of the Poor, a work on popular medicine,
is by our only medical Pope, Feter of Spain, really a Portuguese, afterwards
Pope John XXI. - The work was compiled about 1270 and this edition was

M. &

printed in 1497 with the date at the end misprinted 1476, This reminds me
of an incident at school when the headmaster asked my classmate Eddy Seagram,
later head of his father's distillery, "ihat was remarkable about Adrian IV?M"
Eddy,prompted from behind, ansvered, "The only Englishman who ever sailed the
Papal Sea',

No, 7467 in a fine modern, dark morocco binding by Rividre is the
first pharmacopoeia to be printed., It is the Antidotarium of Nicholés
of Salerno, compiled about 1100 and printed by the famous Jensom in 1471,
It is a series of prescriptions arranged in alphabetical order. On the
first page some devil has cut out a fine initial which probably carried

a2 miniature of Nicholas., The culprit has not bothered to fill in the text
on the back of the page. On the back of leaf 53, is the formula for the

spongzis somnifera, or somniferous sponge, a popular anesthetic of the

middle ages. A translation of the formula is inserted. It is made up
largely of opium, hyoscyamus, hemlock and mandragora. It fell into disuse,
probably because one could never be certain of the strength of the opium,

The same dose might have no effect this week bubt kill your patient next week,
Osler has put an amusing note at the end. ."This used to be considered the
first medical book printed, and then it was mistakenly -thought that the
Practice of Ferrari was printed earlier in the same year. Osler has
written, "I missed a copy at Hosenthal's. That voracious monster Pierpont

lMorgan had bought it!I" There was no competing with Morgan. I didn't dare

print that note in the catalogue, and when I showed it to Oslersgreat friend,
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Arnold Klebs, the authority on medical incunabula, he groaned and wished he
had known about it because he had a copy of that Practice which he had given
away without knowing that the Osler Library needed it.

The next book, no. 7474, contains the letters of Aeneas Sylvius
Piccolomini, a great humanist of the 15th century afterwards Pope Pius II,
On his election as Pope, the Cardinals asked him what name he would take,
and he quoted Vergil's line, "Sum pius Aeneas...", I am pious Aeneas., Since
then .the name has become popular at the Vatican.

The next book,7479,in a cloth case has a simple and interesting
binding common in the middle ages, bare wooden boards with the back open.

It contains the astronomical data or ephemerides for the years 1492-15086,
compiled by Hegiomontanus, whose real name was Mueller, His Latin name
looks like Montreal, but he came from K¥nigsberg.

The next book, no. 9876, is a modern reproduction of a calendar
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by the same Regiomontanus for the year 1475, The original was a block-book,
printed at Furemberg in 1474, each page being printed as a vwhole from a
carved block of wood, instead of from individual, movable lead types. Near
the end there is a superposed diagram with two movable parts, and on the last
leaf a "zodiac man" showing the parts "ruled" by the astrological signs.

No. 7482, the Natural Theology of Raymond of Sabunde, written about
1430, printed in 1496, is in its original binding, more or less. It has a
fine vellum fly-leaf showing curious interlinear musical notation. A IiS.

note on the 7th leaf, at the beginning of the text, states that the reading

of the prologue had been forbidden by Pope Clement VIII. This prologue

was put on the Index in 1595 probably because it supports what was then




the Protestant doctrine that the only source of revealed religion is the
Bible,

great

NA.o. First come the five volumes, here bound in six, of the g
editlo princeps of Aristotle, printed by the scholar physician Aldus Manutius at
Venice., It was begun in 1495 and finished in 1499, For his Greek type Aldus
unfortunately copied the handwriting of his teacher, with the cursive contractims,
abbreviations and combinations of letters (logograms) which are very confusing
nowadays to a reader of Greek.

No. 7420, Bellantius, gave the compilers of the great new catalogue
of incunabula a Yot of trouble. It is incomplete, lacking the second part, and
we ascribed it to the year 1498(?)., Our portiom was finally proved to belong
to a 1502 edition.

No. 7433, The Light of the Soul, printed in 1477, is in a fine
contemporary binding which badly needs repair, but I should not like to trust
it to any binder that I know of at present in lontreal. It carries its title
Iumen Animae on the usual label in the usual place on the front cover. On the
back of leaf 151 the date 1481 ié written and was probably put there by the
rubricator.

The titie of no. 7437, The ilowery Garland of Medicine, has probably
inspired the artist to paint the wreath around the title-~heading as well as
the illuminated initial on leaf 7.

No. 7485-6 containing the works of Nicholas of Cues, better known
as Cardinal Cusanus, is in a fine, well preserved, stamped leather, contemporary

binding. Osler had a particular fondness for this man and this book. Nicholas

who died in 1467 was a particularly fine character, especially for a politician
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in those days. He was the Pope's principal trouble-shooter, being sent
wherever there was a necessity to pour oil on troubled waters. His great
ambition was to found a parliament of religions which could unite not only the
Christians, but the lichammedans, Jews and all. To him "The religion of all
thinking people is one and the same", lioreover, he was an extraordinary
experimental scilentist for that age, a predecessor of Copernicus, believing
that the earth moved like the other planets and was not the centre of the
universe. Osler had a translation made of the remarkable tractate here on
"static" (meaning weighing) experiments and stimulated Dr. Viets to publish
it with an account of the Cardinal's surviving library at Cues (see nos.
3498-3500) . His pioneering experiments on the growth of plants, for example,
were not repeated for 200 years.

Shelf NA.6 - no. 239 is an early edition in Latin of Aristotle!s
work on animals, Venice, 1476, It is a fine bit of printing, and the pages
with their wide margins here ruled in red are very handsome,

The next book, no. 263, is bound in fragments of two fine old medieval
vellum manuscripts. It contains an earlylLatin edition of Theophrastus, the
first scientific botanist, a pupil of Aristotle's,

No, 312 is a Pliny printed in 1481 and rather strikingly decorated.
Leaf 15 where the text begins has a 15th-century portrait of Pliny and the
margins of the page are beautifully illuminated with floral designs and some
medallions showing animals.

No, 334 in an ornate modern red morocco binding is the editio

princeps, first edition in Greek, of the lMateria liedica of Dioscorides,

printed by Aldus in Venice, 1499,




No, 398, commentaries on Galen by Hugo of Sienna, a famous
medieval surgeon, who had modern ideas on the healing of wounds by first
intention, has inside the front cover, a small photo of an old French officer
of about 1870, apparently used as a book-plate, It also occurs in nos, 2211
and 253G, We have not succeeded in identifying him. £

No, 7416 is the Articella, a very popular collection in the liiddle
Ages of various works of Hippocrates, Galen and some Arabic writers. This
edition was printed in 1487 and is still in the original boards.

No, 7422 is the Lily of Medicine by Bernard of Gordon, a medieval
Frenchman. A recent satirical writer says that in spite of his name he was:
not a Jew; he was probably born at a place called Gordon in the south of France.
This is one of the best of the medieval text-books and a lS. of it was the
best medieval one which Osler possessed, and is in our catalogue as no, 7525,
but is not on our shelves. Osler willed it specially to the College of

4

Paysicians in Philadelphia. It seems 1o have been the fashion in the liddle
Ages to give a medical text-book a florid name. In France there was also the
Gallic Rose, like the English Rose by John of Gaddesden, and the popular book
in Italy was the Flower of Medicine.

No. 7427 printed in 1490 is in its original boards of the
15th-century with tooled leather back and with brass nails, On the first
leaf there is a woodcut of the author and his patron King Charles II of
Sicily and Jerusalem. They are both represented as left-handed which probably

means that the artist forgot that they would be reproduced in reverse from

his block.

No, 7449 - I don't know what these Sth-century sermons of Pope Leo




the Creat are doing in this Library but they are in a finely printed volume

of about 1471 and in a contemporary leather binding. The same may be said,

The next book, also in Italian, no. 7454, is on health, physiognomy,
&e., by lManfredi, curiously titled I1 Perchd, the Thy, doubtless because the
text begins with that word; in this copy that page is handsomely illuminated.

No. 7492 contains the dstronomical Writers of Antiquity, finely
printed by Aldus in 1499, It is decorated with woodcuts, and St. Paul's
quotation in his sermon to the Athenians from the Greek astronomical poet
Aratus is marked in the margin of leaf N5, "For we are also his offspring",

It is in a contemporary binding of stamped pigskin with modern labels,

N B

This case contains some of the small, and most of the medium-sized
books by the primarians (in the Oslerian sense) from the 16th century on,
(The dictionary defines primarians as low-grade pupils!)

NB. 1 - The second and third books are bound in vellum fragments of
fine old manuscripts. The binding of no. 647 is‘from a Bible, the passage
napter 40, verses 10 to 17, written large and legibly.

An upstanding book on the shelf is the excellent bibliography of
Ambroise Paré by liss Janet Doe, published in 1937, She is such a perfect
librarian, &c., that the N, Y, Academy of Medicine was compelled to appoint

her librarian to succeed Dr. Malloch in spite of her sex.

A book that should be here is the Anatomie Ugiversel]e, 1561, of

Paré, It is so rare that they had no copy in the Ecole de Médecine in Paris

end Osler specially bequeathed his to that great library., In the 1920's
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Lady Osler sent the book to Paris by‘the hand of Dr, J, F, Fulton, He was
grandly and gratefully received by the Faculté de Médecine and the Dean
explained how absolutely unfindable this famous book was. A fewrdays dater
Dr, FMulton, whom few books are rare enough to escape, found a copy in the
open-air bookstalls by the Seine. Iuch the same thing happened %o Osler,
only in reverse, in 1908, when he picked up a copy of no. 1072, the French
version of Bishop Berkeley's Reflections., A few weeks later he heard a
lecture on it by Bergson who said that this French translation was quite
unobtainable.

No. 692 is the greatest work in the history. of medicine, the
beginning of modern physiology and its first great experimental demonstration.
It is the De mortu cordis, the motion of the heart and blood in animals, by
William Harvey., It is a rare book, but Osler managed to pick up five copies,
mostly for different libraries and at prices which would make the mouth of
present-day collectors water. He would have to live longer than Methuselah
now té repealt the performancell Our copy is perhaps one of the best in
existence as it still has its margins. DNearly all are badly printed on bad
paper, badly foxed, that is spotted with the brown discoloration which occurs
in poor paper, particularly in our modern newspapers after they are one or
two years old. The outer margins here, particularly of the title-page, are
a bit frayed and are usually cul off by the binders. Harvey entrusted his
1S, to Vm. Fitzer, whose name occurs as publisher, an agent who travelled to
and fro between London and Frankfort in the book trade. There was no

exportation, even of latin books, from England in those days and to get his

ideas circulated as well as the blood Harvey had to send it to the Continent,
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Good paper was probably as scarce in Germany in 1628 after the thirty years'

war as it is after the recent wars. The illustrations here are on better
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serted 1t here from another copy, and it shows the usual
size of the leaf, Also, this errata leaf is from a copy which had been
bleached and probably in another fifty years it will again look as bad as

the other pages. On one of the end fly-leaves Revere Osler has copied a
passage from Aubrey's Lives concerning the water poet Warner who claimed that
he gave Harvey the idea of the circulation! On the last fly-leaf and
inserted are Osler's notes about the various copies which he found,

No, 7698 is the rare first edition of the English translation given
to the lLibrary by Dr. and lirs, Fulton, after Osler's death, when they found
that his copy was defective.

Towards the end of tne shelf there is the modernm re-translation by
Dr, Chauncy Leake which is much. easier for the student to read than the
1653 one.

No. 703 is the rare Dutch translation, 1650. It opens with a
touching Dutch poem on the death of the great teacher Harvey, published about
seven vears before the old man really died. I hope Harvey had the pleasure
of reading this nice obituary. It and the translation are by van Assendelft
whose other works do not suggest that he deserved the first three letters of
his namel

No, 707 is the rarest of all Harveiana, the Cambridge, 1649, edition

of the two letters on the Circulation which he wrote to Rioclan the younger in
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1648. Only about ten copies are known., The same is true of the Rotterdam
edition of the same year and it is not certain which of the two is the first,
inserted are two letters from Jenkinson, the Cambridge librarian, who discovered
the work. lle describes the differences between the two copies which he owned,
He writes "Copy (D) cost 10 d pence originally; but I had %o give 5 5. 5 4. for
it. The other cost 4 s." What would they cost nowadays?

Harvey had kept silence under all sorts of abuse during the twenty
years since he had issued his great work, and Riolan was the only man he
answered., Riolan, his most vituperative opponent was professor of anatomy at
Paris and the greatest of living anatomists, but he was quite incapable of
accepling any new doctrine in physiology. These letters of Harvey, who was
an old fellow student of his, apparently had no effect on him,

There are three editions in 1651 of Harvey's other pioneer work that
on generation, The tall one, no, 710, has an additional engraved title
from
showing Jupiter opening an egg/which all kinds of enimals energe, This
illustrates the famous saying of Harvey that all animals come from eggs, which
wingéd
has been called one of those/words which fertilize science.
NB.2 - Nos. 675-6 are the latin and the English editions of Gilbert
on the Magnet. It is the pioneering work on electricity, written by Queen

Elizabeth's physician, William Gilbert, and published in 1600, The English

edition printed 300 years later is something of a tour de force, because they
have managed to make it come out to agree page for page with the lLatin original,
a very difficult accomplishment because our language requires so many more

words than the latin. The earliest scientific consideration of electricity

is in chapter 2 of book 2, and about the middle of p. 52 occur the two terms




The noun electricity was first used later by

electrically and electrick, N
Sir Thomas DBrowne, A feature of these books is the asterisks in the margin.

hese Gilber

ct

used to indicate what he considered to be his own discoveries,
and the size of the asterisk indicates the importance he attached to these
discoveries; on pp. 48-9 are two large stars and one small one.

No. 681 is the first edition, 1620, of the famous Novum Organum of
Francis Bacon, the work which showed the necessity of the experimental
investigation of nature with an open mind. He takes his title, A New
Instrument, from the running headline, the title-page having mersly Instauradio t
Magna (literally, The great Renewal), a projected work which Bacon never
finished and of which this Novum Organum was intended to- constitute part 2.
The remarkable engraved title-page of this book has the well-knowm picture
of a ship sailing boddly through the straits of Gilbraltar, known in antiquity
as the Pillars of Hercules, An extremely out-size pillar is planted here on
each shore of the extremely narrow passage. Below this is the motto, lany
shall pass through and knowledge (scientia) shall be increased, more
appropriate in its latin form than in King James' version, Daniel 12. 4,
where the many are running to and fro!

No. 719 contains a reproduction and transcription of Harvey's liS.
notes, printed in 1886, for the lectures he gave at the College of Physicians
in 1616, At leaf 80 is the celebrated passage which proves that Harvey was
lecturing on the circulation 12 years before he published his great work on
16, It also shows the wvileness of his handwriting. This passage may be

translated thus: WH proves from the structure of the heart that the blood

is carried continuously through the lungs into the aorta, as by two clacks
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(valves) of a water-bellows to raise water. He proves by ligatures the {low
of The blood from the arteries into the veins. Hence the contraction of the
heart causes a continuous motion of the blood in a circle.

No. 1024 is the Principia of Sir Isaac Newton, first edition and the
first issue, 1687. Here he formulated the laws of motion and the theory of
gravitation. It is nice to notice on the title-page the imprimatur of Samuel
Pepys, the diarist, who at this time was President of the Royal Society.

No., 1027 is the first edition of his Opticks, 1704, which he wrote in
English. His Latin Optical Lectures, 1729, a different work, is in the
Medical Library.

The monster with the fat brown back lettered "liS. Life of Lord
Shaftsbury“is a curiosity, one of three known copies of the 1790 edition,.
Before that ik had been badly revised twice after it had been badly written
originally in 1734, This is the copy used by G. W, Cooke for his still
worse enlarged edition in 1836. It just goes to show that it is no use to
tinker at a bad job. Shaftsbury was the friend and patient of Locke, and
for the interesting account of his hydatid cyst of the liver see Osler's John
ILocke as a Physician.

No. 1094 is the first edition in two large-paper volumes of Boerhaave's
Elements of Chemistry, Leyden, 1732, one of the great works in the history of
the subject and the one on which Boerhaave's scientific reputation now chiefly
rests, though in his own day he was the most famous teacher of medicine in
Burope. On the hack of the title-page here, he has signed with his owm hand
a printed attestation of the genuineness of this edition. He had suffered

horribly from seeing his pupils using a work which had been printed in Paris

~
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under his name but was really compiled by one of his students from notes
taken at his lectures,

No, 1102 is a very special set of the two volumes of Boerhaave's
Index of the plants in the Leyden Paysic Garden, which I believe he planted,
The first volume is on large paper with wide margins and the second is
interleaved, both being full of his autograph notes; and he records in the
margins the day om which he lectured on that particulsr subject each year.
Look, for instance, at p. 23 of the first volume, this subject was treated
in his 5th lecture on 16 May, 1720, his 46th lecture in 1725 and his last
lecture in 1726, He had a very characteristic way of writing the dates,
e.g. 16 May, 1720, is 174800,

NB.4. No. 1204 is the French Govermnment's definitive edition of
the works of Lavoisier, who was put to death by the revolutionists in 1794,
The publication of the six volumes was interfered with by the Franco-Prussian
war; vol. 2 appearing in 1862, vols, 1, 3 and 4, 1864-8, whereas the last

and these

two were not published till 1892—3/’having been printed in smaller format
were put into stilted bindingé to make them as tall as the earlier ones,

No. 1242 is the rare first edition, 1791, of Galvani's Effect
of the Electric Force on Muscular liotion. 1In 1937, on the occasion of
the 200th anniversary of Galvani's birth, a demonstration was put on at
the University of lontreal by the late Léo Pariseau, who was a great
authority on medical history and particulariy on medical electricity, and

was one of the martyrs of early X-rays. He invited me to show this copy.

There was a very large audience and to my astonishment a great many black-

coated seminarians. They were distinctly amused and not scandalized at




Fariseau's famous clowning, He repeated all Galvani's experiments very
cleverly, and before each experiment he would say a prayer to a huge, green,
china frog, either in Latin to Sancta Rana or in French to Ste. Grenouille;
it brought dovm the house!l

No. 1251 is a precious volume containing first editions of Jennerts
pemphlets on smallpox., They are mostly presentation copies to his friends
in the Shrapnell fanmily, apparently cousins of the man who invented the shell.
This copy came to Osler from Hunter McGuire of Virginia, the doctor and friend
of Stonewall Jackson, and it previously belonged to Dr, George Foy of Dublin,
the champion in Europe of old C, W, Long as the discoverer of anzesthesia,

No. 1253 is a reproduction in 1884 of the 2nd -editionm, 1800, of

m_ e

this wa
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Jenner's Inquiry, printed at Sydney in Australia and calls itself
a facsimile which it is not as it doesn't correspond page for page to the
original. Only one of the many Australians who have passed through this
Library, and all of whom I haﬁe asked, had ever heard of this excellent
reprint.

No., 1340 is the "Reports of medical cases" of the celebrated Richard
Bright, 2 vols. (bound in 3) 1827-31. Vol. 1 contains his cases of kidney
disease with the magnificent illustrations. Bright himself was an artist,
and inserted loose at the end of this volume are two wash drawings which
were given to me in 1923 by Dr. J. G. Adanmi who acquired a lot of Bright's
sketches at a family sale in 1918.

NB. 6 - no. 1118 contains & great number of old transcripts of

letters of Boerhaave, but at the beginning there is one autograph letter of

1757.




No., 209 is a liS., probebly autograph, of the famous F:
Sarpi, about the Inquisition, written about 1813, It is said to differ from
the printed edition of 1638. Sarpi, the famous historian of the Council of
Trent, is believed by some Italians to have known something about the
circulation of the blood, hence the appearance of his works in this Library
and in the Harvey section.

No. 1268 contains an autograph paper on hydatids and a letter of
Jenner. See in the catalogue Osier's note to 1267 "Hegulations and

1 I

Transactions of the Glocestershire lledical Society" mostly in Jenner's ha
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That volume Osler gave to the College of Physicians in London,

The letter on leaves 5 and 6 here in no. 1268 has given a lot of
trouble. It is dated Cheltenham, Jan., 16, 1807, There is no address but
from internal evidence it was written to Richard Phi%gps, publisher of the
lonthly Magazine., I had catalogued it as an original but, just in time to
change it on the proof sheets, I discovered that Osler had been fooled by
it when it had been sent to him by the famous Ur, Griffith Evans, who
gradvated here at McGill in the 1880's, worked with Osler and Bovell on the
microscope in Toronto, ard later discovered trypanosomes in the blood of
horses in surra in India. It is a perfectly deceptive lithographic
facsimile which was issued in vol. 2, 1825, of "Professional anecdotes™
a copy of which is on shelf EFu. 4. Another copy of this lithograph was
reproduced as an original in the Bulletin of the Vancouver Med., Ass'n, in
1945, In depriving their Library of its "chief treasure", an original

Jemner, I gave them some consolation when I acknowledged it had already

deceived not only me but Osler himself. On the back of leaf 5 Jenner




=
&5
- =

Jenner expresses admiratiom for the King of Spain. This refers to his
service in obtaining a pardon for the son of Judge Powell of Upper Canada,
The boy had been taken in a privateering expedition off Cuba and had been
condemned to death as a pirate. A genuine autograph letter to Dr, Dobsonm,
dated Feb. 16, 1814, was found here in the Osler Library in 1947 amongst
some otherwise uninteresting papers that came from Oxford, As far as I
have learned, it has never been published. It mentions the release of
Captain Husson in exchange for Captain Millman, through the good offices
of "the Gallic emperor", Jenner was really kept busy trying to get favors
for prisoners of war, DNapoleon is reported to have said "I can deny
that man nothingj’ He mentions the neglect of vaccination in the Navy

as compared with the Army.

No, 1329 contains autograph LSS, of the great laennec.

No, 7506 is an interesting MS. of the work of Albertus Magnus on
Man, On the back of leaf 178 Thomas de Baest says he finished writing this
copy on 27 April, 1437, It is in a finely preserved, exceiient stamped
leather binding of the period, and on the back is a label with the shelf
mark O 50 of the library of St. Barbara at Cologne where this copy was seen
and described in 1470 by Peter of Prussia., DNote the unusual four brass
nails on the lower edges of the binding.

No. 7511 is an interesting relic of Ashmole, the famous alchemist,
astrologer and antiquarian, and a relic also of the early water supply of
London. It is in an indenture form with the top edge wavy, a vestige of the
days when an indenture was really dented by being bitten by one's denture,
This is dated 1662 and grants Ashmole a lease of a "later-course ..., through

one small Branch or Pipe of Lead" to his house at an annual rental of 22s., 8d.

2
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No. 7516 is an important letter-book of the great Roman clinician
Baglivi, containing his correspondence up to 1629, His later correspondence
in a similar book is in the possession of Dr, Erik Valler of Stockholm. The
letters here are from Redi, Malpighi and other distinguished contemporaries,
together with the drafts of Baglivi's replies. Osler stipulated that the
book should go back to Rome, "but no hurry; before it returns, some one should
work up the letters”, I have been gradually deciphering the letters, and
have sent transcripts to Dr, li#finster of Bologna of those letters which prove
that Baglivi was an intimate pupil of lMalphigi, living in his house and even
signing his letters for him. This close association of the two has been
disputed. The volume unfortunately has been so tighfly bound that it is
very difficult to read the inner margins of the letters and it is almost
impossible to photograph them for that reason.

No, 7522 is two case books of Francis Bernard who died in 1698, He
was perhaps the last of the honest astrological physicians. ZEach leaf in
these books has an engraved horoscope blank. In one volume he calculates
the nativities of his patients and in the other their decumbitures, that is
he finds out the exact time they took to their beds with their illnesses
and calculates from the position of the stars at that moment what the
prognosis will be. In the second volume there is a consultation with Edwarg
Brovme, on p. 181, and the case of Pepys; probably Richard a cousin of Samuel,

s Uy P T8 AL the end there is a very interesting record of his daily

i)

receipts for the years 1878-9, including his hospital salary at St. Bartholomewk

for one year, £8.8. 8.
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No. 7527 contains (as leaf 6) an indulgence issued in 1497 by the
Hospital of Burton Lazars and also a transcription and a translation together
with photos, &c, of similar indulgences at Oxford. llodern hospitals ought
©o try this scheme!l

No. 7535 is an interesting slip of parchment recording a coroner's
ingquest in 1512, The scribe has evidently got a little bit mixed in his
dates, because he has the vietim thrown by his six-shilling horse on
St. luke's day, 18 Oct., his body viewed and the inquest held on the 27th of
Nov. and his death occurring on the first day of December next following,
all this apparently during the fourth vear of Henry VIII. Osler hag put

an interesting note on the history of the coroner's office,

In a cloth box, no. 7550, containing a diploma of the University
of Utrecht, 1756, there is housed temporarily an interesting rélic of the
early days of the McGill Medical Faculty., It is a perchment signed by the
Governors of MeGill resident in Quebec City in 1833 appointing John Racey
professor of anatomy, physiology and surgery at MeGill College in Montreal,
This was given by his great-grandson who is now a member of our Dental
Faculty. The joke of the document is that John Stephenson who had held
those chairs since the beginning of the Montreal Medicel Institute in 1823,
continued to hold then. Racey was appointed professor of midwifery, and
probably the Faculty made it hot for him because he returned to Quebec City
after two years. Until the days of expensive laboratories the medica}
faculty, being mors or less independent, financially, could disrezard the
University Governors, except in the matter of granting degrees. The

document was badly described in the MicGill News, sumuer number, 1948,

f'\
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pPp. ©7-8, TFor instance the signature "C, J, Quebec" is not that of the
Chief Justice but of the second Anglican.ﬁishop, Charles James Stewart, the
good man who so hated slavery that he would ﬁot eat sugar.

No. 7553 is a parchment appointing John Faries (or Feries), surgeon's
mate to the lst battalion of the Royal Canadian Volunteers at Quebec in 1797.

No, 7554 is a finely written MS, in Latin on parchment containing the
l4th-century statutes of the University of Ferrara. The white pigskin
binding with metal work is contemporary and there are some fine decorated
initials throughout the book.

No, 7571 is an Arabic MS, written in the 17th century. It is the

Royal Book of Haly Abbas. There is a note by the firét owner that he bought
it from the copyist "for himself and after him for whom God will",

No., 7576 is a fine example of a hortus siccus, a colliection of dried

plants, leaves and flowers with the names in Latin and a few in English,

A good many of the specimens are neturally broken,

No, 7577 in a lurid purple morocco binding of the 19th century is
an interesting MS. on parchment of Hutten's "Wood called Guaiacum", of which
we have the latin original, 1519, and which Osler thought was the best work
on syphilis up to 1600, This S, copy, finely writien on vellum, of the
English translation made by Thomas Paynell, raises the question why such
trouble and expense since it is manifestly copied from the 1539 printed
edition? The answer apparently is that iv must have been a presentation
copy to some great man, and even 100 yeers after the invention of printing
it was still regarded as more polite to present a finely written MS. copy

than a printed one!
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No. 7579 is an interesting MS. written early in the 15th century

in the South of Irance. In the 18th century it has been given a title-page

(=]
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and bound. tThe first 187 leaves are an anonymous treatise on medicine

called Copiosa, on account of the author's copious experience, he says,

but at the same time he is careful to point out that it is all collected
out of ancient writers. Original work was not to be recommended in the

liddle 4Ages. The work seems to be unknown, and of the six parts promised
only the first, and that incomplete, is here. The author naively confesses
that he has not put his name to it because if he did nobody would read it!
The second tractate, against the plague, was a most popular work. It is
here dated 1372 and the author's name is given as Johannes Jacobi, In the
next century this tract was frequently reprinted, but always under the name
of Knutson, or rather the lLatin form Canutus, a Swedish bishop. Goodness
knows how it came to be fathered on him; he may have had it edited and

added to. 1 hope that some day more evidence will be found to connect the
first work with John, son of James, who died in 1384, The Pope, whose
physician he was, made him Chancellor of Montpellier University, which raised
a devil of a rumpus because from time immemorial the students had had the
right to elect their own Chancellor, They tried to fight the Pope but he
was too strong for them, and they had to accept his appointee, which might
well account for this anonymity! The illuminated initial onm leaf 1 contains
a picture of Guy de Chauliac trephining a very nonchalant patient with his
enormous trephine. It was thought at first from the writing that this MS.
was written in Northern Italy, but we identifised the two watermarks/which

are recorded in Briquet no. 6931, as belonging to paper used at lontpellier

"\\
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No. 7581 is a handsome MS, in a stamped leather binding showing the
arms of the Altieri family, It is the great Lancisi's account, but not

o

written with his own hand, of the last illness and autopsy of Pope Innocent
XTI, This copy was made abont 1700,

No, 7587 contains two damaged parchment leaves of what was a
handsome l4th-century MS. of the poetical herbal knovm as Macer Floridus.
There was a real Emilius Macer in classical times who wrote a poem on
herbs of which a few fragments have survived. The unknown 10th-century
guthor of this present herbal adopted the usual trick, knowing that an
anclent name would give his work currency; so Florid Macer is really a
title, but the work, nevertheless, is often wrongly attributed to the
ancient lacer.

No. 7593 contains NS. notes about the old dramatists by Dr. Robert
Fletcher, who helped Billings build up the Army lMedical Library, Fletcher,
who died in 1912, at the age of 89, was a most interesting old man, He
used to dine sometimes with the Oslers in Baltimore and his conversation
was not only instructive but amusing. He was saturated with Charles Lamb
and Osler would never tire of drawing him out. I remember Osler : asking
him onece if he had ever practised. He had come out from Bristol to America
about the time of the Civil VWar in which he had fought on the Northern side.
He told us that after the war he soon found he was not fit for practice. He
was always too robust. He had only one prescription for his own ailments,
if any, end had no success in getting his patients to use it. His

prescription was, "Treat it with contempt™”.
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No. 7603 is the indenture of my grandfather Edward Osler, W, O.'s
uncle, binding him to a surgeon of Truro in Cormwall for five years in 1811
at the age of 13, The language is ancient and the conditions rigorous. He
shall not waste the goods of his master, or (here it calls a spade a spade)
commit matrimony, &c. nor play at cards or dice tables, nor haunt taverns
or play-houses, nor absent himself from his master's service day or night.
¥hen his service was over at the age of eighteen he went to London and
qualified as a surgeon at Guy's hospital. He became known as a writer, not
as a surgeon, and there is an account of him in the Dictionary of National
Biography and also in Osler's Introduction to our catalogue and the notes
to his books.

No., 761% is in two volumes, letter-books of Sir VWilliam Petty,
containing copies of his letters from Dublin, some of them copied in his
own hand, for example, in vol. 1 his letter to Pepys of 16 July, 1683. One
mportant section concerning the Dovm Survey Osler had removed from the end
of volume 1 and gave to Trinity College, Dublin, Petty was the famous
founder of political economy and vital statistics.

The next MS, 7613 is in Petty's hand and formerly belonged to
Pepys. It is his confession of faith.

The next one, no. 7614, is in the hand of Samuel Pepys, copied from
a letter of Petty's in which he classifies all creatures into two "Scales",
The first scale begins with God and descends to man through the orders
of angels, &c., while man and the smallest known animal are at the top and

bottom, respectively, of the second scale. This was bought from Maggs

Brotherjfthe London dealers specially famous for MSS. The two brothers




were friends of Osler and used to come down to Oxford to telk business and
see his library, Lady Osler used to amuse them by pretending to frisk thenm
before they left the house.

Once in the 1930's the surviving Maggs brother paid a visit to this
library here in lontreal, Our benefactor Casey Wood had recently sent a

veluable book which he had bousht for us at what he considered an outrageous

KD

price from liaggs, 1 thought I saw an opportunity to please and avenge him,
So I said to lir, Maggs, "Here is an interesting liS. you sold to Osler in

1917", He said, "Oh, yes, I remember that, yes, Pepys's own hand, isn't
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ndid, yes, yes, yes". I added, "There is an excerpt from your
catalogue inserted at the beginning," He took one look, put his hand to
his forehead and exclaimed in horror, "My God, what a pricel™ He had
charged Osler only 5 guineas, instead of the 100 it would probably have
cost after the war, I wrote this little tale to Casey Wood, who was then
in Italy, thinking it would comfort him, but on the contrary he wrote back
and for the first time called me a damn fool; "Next time I buy anything for
s o - T : Dy hen

McGill from Maggs he will add on what he should have charged _for that Pepys

l\_,IS.ll

No. 7628 is a handsome early l4th-century MS. in Italian of the
pharmacopoeia of Nicholas of Salerno, The formula for the anesthetic
"soporific sponge" (compare no. 7467) is here on the back of leaf 268. The
MS., is written bn perchment and is in its contemporary binding of wooden
boards, with rough pigskin metal bosses.

No. 7636 contains unpleasant documents about the burning of the

last witch (let us hope). It happened at Clonmel, near Tipperary, in 1895,

The burning was done by the unfortunate woman's husband and neighbours

~
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whom the husband had persuaded that she was a witch. The remedy was
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t0 nold her on the stove till the Devil was burned out of her. It was
really carefully planned murder; the husband wanting to marry another woman.

ihese papers were got together and given to Osler by Dr. George Foy of
Dublin, who is mentioned above in connection with the first edition of
Jenner, Foy, who was doubtless a Protestant, suggestsﬁhat the murderer
got off with a prison sentence, because he had maneged to implicate the
ignorant parish priest who had apparently condoned, if he had not helped,

with the burning.

The Show-case

The nusual denizens of the show-case are a few early and rare old
books and some Osleriana, e.g. Rabanus Maurus no. 7478, Bagellardus no, 7417,
Al -Chafiki no. 7508, the Assyrian tablet no, 53, the first edition and

Osler's original copy of the "Religio Medici", his E, ¥, Davis LS., the first

a

book,

Fl

interleaved volume of his working copy of the lst edition of the ltext-
Molidre's livret no. 5177, end the first edition of Burton's Anatomy no. 4621,
The last and the Al-Ghafiki have already. been described in connecition with
the shelves on which they should be found, WK, 6 and NA. 3, respectively,

The books are kept closed because it doesn't do them any good to leave them
open for more than a few days at a time.

The Rabanus Maurus, no. 7478, is a folio in a new looking, old stiyle
pigskin binding, done at Oxford about 1918, Rabanus, Bishop of layence, was
one of the few learned men of the 9th century, The work is an encyclopaedia
with a chanter on medicine which makes it the first medical book, so to speak,

to be printed, if, as it is commonly believed, it dates from 1463, seven years
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bought it on 20 July, 1467. Klebs in his "Incunabula Scientifica, 19%€,
tentav 1y dates it 1474, He would not give me his reasons, but said they would

come out in his later work$, which he did not live to publish, He apparencly
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disputed the authenticity of the Paris inscription, which is, however, accepted
by Scholderer of the British Museum who compiled the list in Osler's "Incunabula
medica", no., 7243, So the identity of the first printed medical book is still
in doubt. It was printed by a man who is still known as the R-printer, on

account of his curious capital R, There is a good unrubricated example in the

end column of the second page, back of the first leaf, the second R in

REVERENDISSINO; another is in the word SPIRITVS at the beginning of chapter 3

on leaf 6. It was less than 150 years ago that they discovered the printer's

3o & )

name, Adolph Fusch, and they think that this curious R is a monogram of his

initials AR. Unlike most other early printers, he did not put his name or

the date¥ to his books. If this is 1463, it is the first book printed in roman
type, of 1*03 he was the inventor, copying the new Italian handwriting. The
First U;Lnt was in gothic type, which continued to be used in Cermanic
countries, and England (as "black-letter") until the 160C's, This copy,

unfortunately, sloppily decorated; the coloured ink of the initials

U\,'
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has run in places, and take a look at the list of chapters on the front and
back respectively of leaf 2; on the front each individual capita} D is touched
up neatly with red ink, but on the back and the succeeding pages he runs his
pen carelessly down all the line, ©5Still, whatever the date turns out to be
and however sloppy the work of the rubricator, it is a book to be treasured,
not sneezed at. The work is known by two different titles: in our catalogue
it is "De sermonum proprietate," but on the back of the binding and in Kiebs

it is ealled "De universo". The Germans spell the author's name Hrabanus
even in Latin; we Anglo-Saxons used to begin that

3




same Word raven with an h, but got over it eight or nine centuries ago.
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No. 7417 Bagellardus on Diseases of Infents, printed at Padue
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1472, is the first medical monograph to be printed and is probably the first
remaslr RTr O AATIT ATAATIE TITr  Trrad o : 1 Y I " I o o i e K ey 1 ne &
work by a contemporary writer to be sent to the printer, certainly the first

work by a living physician. The early printers were business men and during
those Tirst sixteen years printed nothing but works that had been in demand

for years, preferably those by authors long dead. This is an excellent
treatise for its day and reached & second or third edition during the author's
lifetime. The book begins with a blank page on the back of which is a

list of chapters; we cannot call it a table of contents because the leaves

are not numbered, but even so this is an innovation, There is a nicely
ainted initial at the beginning of the text and the colophon occurs on the
last leaf, the 40th, and as usual gives the particulars about the book

including the title which runs as follows, "A little work on the diseases

and remedies of infants compiled in so many chapters by the outstanding

and famous doctor of arts and medicine, Master Paul Bagellardus of Fiume
(that is the Fiunm ar R t the b £ tenti the Adriatic)
(that is the Fiume near Home, not the bone of contention on the Adriatic

ends happily", the last two words being the usual ending of a liS,,

feliciter explicit. Then follows the printers' motto, this being before the

days when they had woodcut devices or trade-marks. These two printers

lways put this cynical motto at the end of their books, "Only misery is
free from envy®. Then comes the date in ten enormous Roman numerals, 1472,
21st day of April; and they abbreviate their names, Bartholomew de

. >

Valdezoccho of Padua (what his F,F. stands for I do not know) and Martin

of the Seven Trees. He was doubtless a German printer, Siebenbiumen, who
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ed nis name into Latin, possibly (?) an ancestor of the celebrated

1% is followed in the same binding by no. 7470, a treatise on
poisons by Peter of Abano done by a different Paduan printer the next year,
1473, In the midd le of the work where the chapters are short the initial
letters, done successively in red and blue, make a handsome page, Books
decorated in Ireland usually added green to the succession, and the green
in this connection is said not to occur elsewhere except occasionally in
Fngland. lhere is a colophon here on the back of the 30th leaf reading,

"Finished at Padua the year of our Lord 1473, thanks be to God"., The

printer then discovered that there was a whole lot more to come and on the

last page, the 40th leaf, he puts, "And here is the end of the whole thing,

thank God", The spine of the binding of the volume bears the stamp of an

A

which 1s the crest of the Fountaine family, members of which began

ck

elephan
collecting books about the time of Charles I; their library was dispersed
about 1800,

In the centrs of the show-case are some Osler relics:-

His matriculation card reading, "McGill College, session 1870-1,
This to certify that the bearer, William Osler, is a student of MeGill
College," signed by Robert Craik, who was then registrar and afterwards
dean., Osler's name is filled in in his own hand. He had evidently used
this card as a book mark, as it was found in an old journal in the liedical

. it

Library about 1932. There is also one of Osler's teaching cards "Vinter

session, 1880-81., Demonstration course in Physiology and Histology,

Saturday 2-4 p.m." It was sent to us by the widow of S, E. Brovm, the




student . to whom it was issued and whose attendance is certified by Osler

on the back. This is a tribute to Osler's magnetism as a teacher, Di
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anyone else ever manage to get medical students to come to classes on
Satvrday afternoons, as he did, all during the ten years he taught here?
He had begun using those hours by necessity not choice, Originally it

had been the only free time the Faculty could give him for demonstrating

such toys as the microscope in 1875,

Beside these cards is the unmelted half of his Montreal door-plate,
which was found in the ruins of the old Medical Building after the fire
of 1907. Someone, probably Dr, Shepherd, mist have expacted Osler to
become famous when he left here in 1884, otherwise how account for this
relic being kept all these years. In its entirety it must have been a

vulgar display of metal, probably necessary in those days; not that many

atients crossed his threshold or bothered him! By contrast his

o]

hiladelphia and Baltimore door-plate was a genteel little silver affair,
I slept at 1 Viest Franklin St, the night after the family left for Oxford,
When the wreckers came to demolish the house before 8 next morning, I got
up in a hurry, dashed down to the frontdoor to salvage the plate., Only
the mark and the screw-holes were there; Cushing had beaten me to it!

It is in his shrine at the Yale Medical Library, and they nail it down when

I pay my visits there!
Next come Osler's gold watch and his fountain pen. The wateh which
is a grand old Waltham turnip bears this inscription, "Presented to William

Osler, M.D, by classes '85, '86 & '87, Medical Faculty of MeGill University,

Montreal, Nov., 1884.," His monogram W, O, is on the front of the case.
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Aere used to be a split-second hand, but we children used to fi

JOy oL pressing the button next and seeing it snap back, so it soon broke and
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ae wisely ald not replace it, ihere used to be a fine big gold dog-chain,
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L can De seen on the photographs of his waistcoat up to about 1917 when it
wore out. The watch kept perfect time all the 35 years he wore it, in

r in the Library is the Assyrian medical tablet

no. 53. It is the first medical one to be found at the site of the ancient
Assur, the capital of Assyria. It was obtained from some Arabs who had
ralded the German  workings by a padre in the French army in 1918, who sent
it to his brother, Professor Scheil of the Académie des Inscriptioms in
Paris. The text was written on soft clay, in the cuneiform (wedge-shaped)
script of Babylon,and afterwards baked. The tablet is written on both
sides. At Oxford it was restored to its original shape by putting plaster
on the corners, but the writing here is all original. It was also re-baked
in the hope that that would prevent it from cracking any further, but more
cracks have been appearing. The front or obverse of the tablet is the one
that shows the most cracks. In the upper lines, which are so chipped away that
they cannot be read, there is apparently a description of some eye disease,
The lines below are nearly all prescriptions, such as this, "lhe plant
cummin thou shalt take and grind up and give him to drink thereof in the best
beer‘... and he will live', Probably the best beer had more to do with it
than the cummin! The last lines on the back are the colophon giving the
name and the address of the medical student for whom this copy was made about

700 B,C, perhaps in the reign of Sepacherib, His father and gandfather
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were officials of the temple of Assur, the goddess who gave her name to

4ss8yTria. He 1s probably the first

medical student whose name g
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know, 1% describes itself as the 32nd extract from an old work.
;

may well have been as long an interval between the original and this copy

as between this and us, The last line is the catch-line, the first of

D

the next tablet, and the sequence is hardly scientific, passing from eye

disease to "If a man's insides rise up and gripe him", Beside it is an
extract from eze==f Cushing's diary, 26 Jan., 1919, describing Sir William's
reception of this treasure and quoting him as saying Assur was the place
where the widows howled. I asked my friend, the head of the Diocesan
College, where this came in the Bible. He said it was not in the Bible but
he knew there was a quotation something like it somewhere else. It bothered
him for an hour, and then he telephoned me to say it came of course from
éfyon's famous poem about Senacherib, "The Assyrian came down like a wolf

o~
L

on the fold", vhere "The widows of Assur were loud in their wailn,
No. 4418 in a red moryocco slip-case patierned after Osler's usual

binding for his Browne collection, is one of the two earliest, the

"surreptitious" editions, 1642, of the "Religio Medici", It is still
disputed whether this 159-page edition or the 190-page one, no. 4419, is

the first. This copy is in its original limp vellum binding. It was issued
anonvmously and someone has written "By Dr. Browme" on the title-page. Osler
has a note at the end that he paid £26 for it in 1900, and I have put a

clipping from a 1946 sale in which an evidently less desirable copy fetched

$375, H, Cotton, whose signature is inside the front cover, will be

mentioned in connection with his Gazetteer, no. 6990, on 1B,5,
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Beside this is Osler's favorite copy of his favorite work, the
Boston 1862 edition of the "Religio", &. It is also in his red morocco
binding and the edges have been gilt. As Osler says in the Introduction to

a

the catalogue, the first book he ever bought, a Globe Shakespeare, was

)

stdlan by "some son of Belial", This "Religio" was his second purchase and
is consecuently the father of the‘whole collection. He always kept it near
him and it would go into his bag if he was going off for the night. It is
often sald to have been burat or buried with him, because it was the only
decoration on his coffin at the time of his funeral, There are wonderfully
ew markings in it, the word "adipocere" is written on p. 322 opposite one of

Browne's scientific contributions, the first description of that strange

"
2

M,

"fat concretion". That page is also dog's-eared. On p. 345, opposite

the famous passage in which "The iniquity of oblivion blindly scattereth

her poppy," he has scribbled in pencil on his death-bed, "Wonderful page,
elways impressed me as one of the great one's in B, B.xii. 19." On that

same day he wrote on one of the front fly-leaves, "I doubt if any man can
more truly say of this book comes viae vitaeque", that is, companion on my
life's journey. Above this scribble he had written in ink in 1914 that

it was to go to his son for his lifetime. The boy had no interest in
medicine, but was interested in English literature of the 17th-century, This
bears his bookplate which he put into any of his father's books that he wanted
to inherit. It is his own design and etching and admirebly shows his
tastes., It is a Gothic window with his carpenter's tools in one of the upper

lights and the arms of Christ Church in the other, the College which he had

just entered when the war broke out, Below are his initials and an




His inscription on the title-page,

written at Irinity College, Toronto, is dated 28 Feb, '68., On the fly-leaf

next before the frontispiece his name is written in a very elegant ladv-like
hand over the date Aug. 28th, '68., This, I suspect, was written by his
cousin Vary Osler, a very beautiful girl with whom he was quite smitten in
his boyhood. At the end he has written his itinerary from Trinity, Toronto,
as far as the Allgemeines Krankephaus in Viemna in 1874, He may have
carried it on after that, but this is the spot where the binder's new fly-
leaf obtrudes. A duplicate copy in the original (publisher!'s) binding,
no., 8456, is on shelf WJ.S.

No, 7641 in a quarter-vellum, marbled binding, lettered"MS, of
Egerton Yorrick Davis", contains Osler's pseudonymous pseudo-anthropological
mystery-piece, the contribution with which he fooled Dr. William iolson in
1882 and which he managed to get suppressed after it had been partielly set
up in proof for the Medical Journal. Leaves 4-8 bear a sort of apologia,
written years later probably at Oxford, in which he still tries to throw
dust in our eyes about his identity with Davis. After the notorious
"Professional notes among the Indian Tribes about the Graat Siave Lake, N.W,T."
I have added to the volume extracts and photostats of other Davisiana, I hope
my successors will consider it their dutly to see that this famous jeu

d'esprit does not get into print. Perhaps the volume ought not to be kept

here in the show-case, but I like to have it handy to show appropriate,

"Davis, E.Y,," in the card catalogue is a memo

selected inquirers. Inder
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the contents of this volume, concocted by Dr. Hartsough
wihen ne was a student here and by Dr, John Beattie, both with my help, to

be read before the Osler Society here and alsc in Oxford and London. They

cr

il

far

were allowed to be used on condition that they be returned uncopied to my

care. They are with the suppressed "Day-books" no. 7668 in the cupboard

L

¥R

[E., shelf 2,
AT ’ ) e - p '3 3 o
Next comes the fTirst of the two bund interleaved volumes, no. 5544,
of the working copy of the text-book, with two pictures on the fly-leaf of
the author sweating over it in a hot summer in 1891 at the Johns Hopkins
Hospital, This is the second printing, as he explains on the title-page
which alsc bears his pet book-curse, "llay all the curses of the good Bishop

Ernulphus light on the borrower-and-not-returner or upon the stealer of this

=

book;" also, "For samples of good and bad pages of 1iS. see at end of this
vol." For Ernulf and his curse see my pamphlet, "At Osler's Shrine", and
"Iristam Shandy", no. 5478, vol. 3, ch.ll, pp. 36-56, where the text is given
dn Latin end Pnglish with the necessary comic relief, On the fly-leaf of
the text-book he has put an account of how he came to write it, A printed
copy of this is pasted on the opposite page. It ends up with the proud
statement, "During the writing of the work I lost only one afternoon throug
transient indisposition and never a night's rest. Between Sept. 1890 and
Jan. 1892 I gained nearly 8 lbs. in weight." It is remarkable that this
great book, which broke new ground, should have been issued without any
introduction or preface but only a "Note" thanking his assistants, In this,

~

his working copy, his favorite assistant W. S, Thayer has been scored throuch
> l"’ o e

Opposite the outrage Osler first wrote, "Who the devil crossed out this?" and
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later, down below, "That nymph H., S. confessed it — she did not liks dn
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WO ohat nauventy nympn was .l have never found out, AL Ur, 4113.]‘31"5 1c.:,u

visit I asked him; he laughed a bit dubiously and I have a suspicion that he
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got out of him was, "Ah, there were so many who did
not like me in those days". Thayer had come down to Baltimore with his Boston
Brahmin chin in the air and his grand manner did not go dowm altogether with
the Baltimoreans, but he had not been there long before everybody loved him,
including most of the nymphs! Miss Humpton, who is also mentioned in the
Note, could not tell me her identity either., She is still living in
Baltimore (1950), Osler used to say she wrote the text-book, and she
dactylographically did! After he left Baltimore she went to Dr. Barker and
Osler never again had a satisfactory secretary. Opposite p. 544 are the

two leaves of the original typescript; the first ome, with few corrections,
is about caseous pneumonie which he knew well; the second leaf, with more of
the pen than of the typewriter, is on tuberculosis of the testes, Then
comes a copy of the publisher's prospectus, endorsed, "This thank the Lord

I did not write'. It gave him a good deal of troublie, all his friends having

2

ordered and paid for the book before they received their complimentary copies,
whereupon Osler made Appleton repay them. Notice the huge k at the end of
the word "thank", one of the chief characteristics of his handwriting and
often looking more like double 11 when he is writing fast. At the end he has
inserted two skits which amised him greatly, "The student's guide to Osler™

which is in very clever verse, and the mock examination paper on the 4th

edition. Both of these pick out his literary allusions which helped to make

f - -

this scientific work literature, as Mr. Madan, librarian of the Bodleian,
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characterized it. Details of these skits can be found in the two
volumes nos. 3586-7 on shelf WF. 5. Answers which had long been sought
to the examination peper were largely furnished recently by the late Vyatt

Johmston's copy which came to the library with some of his papers. The

answers were included in the Osler Centenary section of the C, i, 4, J. of

July 1948,

H>

The little green volume is a treasure, no. 5177, the extremely
rare livret, 1673, of liolidre's "llalade imaginaire". The play was putb
on in this year, but the text was not printed until 1574,  Only onz copy
of this very rare issue was known in 1886 to the Grands Zerivains editors
and was then in the possession of the Baron de Puble.- No other copy has
been found recorded, so this may be the one described. The work contains
only the skits put on between the acts to amuse the people, It contains at
the end, p. 3% on, the famous "Cérémonie burlesove", the scathing satire on
the Paris medical faculty which at this time, Tifty yearslafter Harvey's
book, was still ostracising anybody who dared to believe in the circulation
of the blood. In this burlesque Molidre puts the Paris facultiy on the stage,

-

probably pretty thinly disguised. They prided themselves on their Latin,

but he mekes them talk dog Latin, so Frenchified that probably the audience
could understand it. Each doctor asks the candi%éte, "Bachelierus", a silly
involved quesstion, and the bachelor gives the same crazy answer in ghastly
latin, "Give a clyster, then bleed, then purge". The chorus comes in every
time to say that he has answered perfectly and is well worthy to be

L

incorporated into our learned body. Molidre toock the part of the canditate

and at the fourth performance, just as he took the oath, pronouncing the word

o




juro, at tne bottom of page 41, he had a rush of blood to his mouth and

was carried off the stage and died fifteen minutes later of haemorrhage,

4

usually said to be pulmonary, but it is muech more likely to have been a
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he had had severe pain for many years., So that's what
comes of ridiculing the profession, even when we deserve it! In the front
I have pested the information a visitor gave me that the Comédie Francaise

celebrates the anniversary of lMoligre's death by a performance of this

irlesove as far as the word juro; then the curtain falls and spotlights

are turned on Molidre's bust and his empty chair.

Here, about the middle of this job, I come to the numerical
beginnings, so to speak, of the collection, so I put in a word about the
arrangement of the shelving. I tried to arrange the books, as far as

possible, in the numerical owder of the printed catalogue, beginning at the

south-east corner of the room and on the south wall. It was customary at
Oxford, where I learned my job, to give each case a capital letter in
alphabetical sequence. The medical, }ibrarians across the hall ridicule
my method (but I still think it is bright) of designating each case by two
letters, the first one indicating the direction in which one is looking,
Thus, the first door on the south wall is SA. the next SB and so on. The

nn

cases above these are designated SA.u and SB.u. The shelves in each case

are numbered from above downwards, 1,2, There was a serious miscalculation,
partly my fault, partly the architect's, in arranging the accommodation., It

was expected that the room would provide one third spare shelving for growth

that most of the lower cases would provide six shelves

was though

ct
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and 1

and the upper ones five. It was not realized that an unusual proporiion

"\




of the books of tne Osler collection are larger than the average modern

run of books. some of the lower cases provide only four shelves, SA. for
instance, and not many of the upper cases, which contain chiefly modern
books, provide five sizable shelves; in most the top shelf is used for

pamphlet cases lying flat. The wooden shelves are much too long to hold

the hooks without additional support, except in the narrow cases like
SA, and SC. which are the only ones which could support books of folio size.
Other folios are arranged along the bottom shelves of the south wall, Some

cases were arranged to accommodate chiefly quartos, middle sized-books, for

nstance SD. and SG. It would have entailed a shocking waste of space to

try to arrenge the books absclutely in numerical order, regardless of size,.

This contains the largest books at the beginning of the Prima

section. The first one no, 285 is the second-century Geography of Ptolemy,

2

edited by the famous Servetus in 1555, This book is usually said to be

8.3 s
alicn

rare because Calvin burnt all the copies he could lay his hands on, w
is not true. He only burnt Servetus and the one copy of Servetus'! second

1 r

work against the Trinity, as described below in connection with shelf EH,1.
But this Geography was made the subject of a most unjust charge against him,

o
o

that of contradicting the biblical designation of Palestine as a land flowi

J

with milk and honey. It's more COT“eCu desceription here as rocky and barren

(

from an earlier edition but-it-was-so—-deseribed-ifhi-an with
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which Servetus, then aged 15, had nothing to do. Another famous point about
this book is that Servetus protests against the name America. The passage

is marked here with a slip of paper after map 28, on the back of which he say

5
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that those who insist on calling this continent America make a gresat mistak
since Amerigo rVespucci, came to land here a long time after Columbus,
the last map of the book, however, before the Index, two West Indian islands

are shown and under them the North Kastern coast of South America, labelled

in large letters America, but Servetus would have no quarrel with that

because this was the portion of our hemisphere which was explored by Vespucci.
No. 350, in five vellum-bound volumes, is the editio princeps of

alen, printed at Venice by the Aldine Press in 1525, They have the book-

label of Howard Kelly, Osler's colleague and a great collector who was

time,. The label consists

[9)]

very generous in giving away his books- and hi

-

an out-size visiting card with this motto umder his name, "aliis

]

o}
inserviendo consumor" - I wear myself out in the service of others. Any
other person who did as much as he would have been worn out long before his
85th year. Galen was medical dictator for nearly 1500 years and was the
most voluminous of our writers, I have inserted a note about an allusion
to Linacre which I found and which would have pleased Osler had he known about
i, It seems to show that Linacre lived in Aldo's house at Venice for some
years, a fact unknown to their biographers. The moral is, read the preface
of your books, especially if they are in latin and you camnnot easily read

No. 357, in two volumes, is an incomplete 1562 Basel edition of
Galen's vcrks arranged in classes. The interesting engraved title-page
border is copied from the Venice Giunta editions (compare no., 354), It
illustrates scenes from the life of Galen, with the Roman doctors comically

dressed in 16th-century top hats
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Next come nos., 366 and 572, Galen's Therapeutics and his

- n 1 -

1519 and 1517, translated by Linacre and magnificently bound

in red morrocco resembling Oslar's binding for his Browvme collection,
Linacre, with Brovme and Harvey, was among the first old authors whom
Osler collected in his Baltimore days., These were the first translations
of Galen to be made into decent Latin, earlier ones being not only in the

medisral jargon, but largely corrupted through successive translations

from Arabic and perhaps Syrian,

AT & - T

Natural History called here "The Historie
lish by the famous Eliéabethan transliator
Philemon Holland, an impecunious old doctor in Coventry. Opposite the
title-page Osler has written the comical remarks from Fuller about the
"one sole pen" with which Holland wrote this vast work; the verse is
printed in the catalogue.

No, 329, Aretaeus, lerden, 1731, is in a fine vellum binding
with gold tooling and unidentified arms on the cover. The missing green
ties are inside the cover. The handsome title-page and the uncommonly
good printine for the time are probably accounted for by the fact that
this was edited by Boarhaave,

No., 3%C, a Dioscorides translated by Jean Ruel, about whom
Osler has inscribed a note, is in an—edd-blaeck vellunm binding, blackenedapzta}&
and re-backed. It has a handsome title-page and is a good example

of an early book from the press of the famous Estiennes or Stephani of

Paris and later of Geneva.
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No. 340 is an illustrated edition of the same, 1549, having
at the end a glossary by Gesner of the names of the herbs,

No. 341 is an earlv Latin edition of Dioscorides printed in
Florence in 1518 with a handsome title-page and very handsome vellun
Tly-leaves from a beautifully clearly written Latin MS., of the 01d lestanment,
The binding also is old and well preserved.

No. 344 has the text in Italian end the illustrations coloured
by hand.

Shelves 3 and 4 are largely occupied by no. 145, the erormous
edition, 1679, of the works of Hippocrates and Calen in both Greek and
Latin, in 13 volumes, here bound in 9. The editor, René Chartier, died

)

1688 and some of the volumess in other sets were printed as early as

(W
L |

163C and bear that date.

No. 155, in old vellum rebacked, is the famous Surgery of
Hippocrates translated into latin by Vidus Vidius (Guido Guidi), 1544
Many of the illustrations are particularly interesting, having come
down from Greek lSS, of the 9th.-century or earlier, They were re-drawm
(and re-clothed) in the 16th -century.

No. 262 is a Theophrastus of 1541 in a fine contemporary
pigskin binding.

No, 144 is the works of Hip
by Anuce Foes and printed at Frankfort in 1595, This was the standard
edition until that of Littré in the 19th .century. Foes worked forty years
On G, The three leaves of Conjectures by Portus and the leaf of errata,

usually missing, are here bound in before the Index. The hure volume is

(% hed

in a fine old vellum binding.

/\
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AT the bhack of shelf 5 is a 1062 edition of the famous glossary--
concordance by Foes entitled Oeconomia Hippocratis, acquired in 1948,
Case SR.
The beginning of the Prima section. This first division of
Osler's cataloguing schame gave us a lot of trouble. He calle it the
Beginninges and it is supposed to include anthropologr, &, This being

a scientific collection
Genesis. Ve were glad
Iucretius gave the firs

race from barbarism to

be transferred to any m
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After sev

%

work published on t

ne modern

and catalopue, Osler put lucretius first before
to find his note of explanation, namely, that

T true account of the gradual rise of the human

civilization, a description which, he said, could
3 ;- ] >

odern text-book of anthropology,

editions of Iueretius comes the celebrated first

hicher criticisn

anonymous Conjectures bv the 18th-century physician Jean Astruc who vwrote
the history of the University of Montpellier and stoutly defended the honour
of that school against his contemptuous Parisian collearzves, It was not
discovered until after his death, fortunately for him, that he was the
author. This copy in a fine, gold-tooled bhinding came from the famous

Huth librarr. It bears Huth's golden book-plate. Osier acyuirsd it for
the ridiculons price of 17 shillings at the Huth sale in 1911, Ask a
doctor about Astruc, says Osler (#749; C.M.A.J,,2: 151, 1912), and you'll
gnt a blank stare; ask a theclogian and you'll get a happy smile or a

scowl depending on his attitude towards the higher criticism. Astruc was

the first to point out

tried lg not too success

S

that the author of Genesis had two sources which he

11ly, to dovetail together,
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11 O1 The authorized version, jti;, of the Inglish bBible, lhls has tne

book-plate of Sir Vialter Faleigh, not the sailor, but the Oxford
of English who died in 192°. Vie bought this to replace Osler's missing
copv, and only recently I heard incidentally from the widow of his

favorite McGill pupil, H, V, Ogden of Milwaukee, that Osler had given it

to him,

On SB.3, no. 14? is the editio princeps, first edition in Greek,
‘of Hippocrates, printed at the Aldine press in 1526, Like the Galen, this
was presented by Dr, Kelly and has his visiting card with his motto
written on it.

No, 218 in a fine old binding with tooled back is the editio
princens of Plato another contribution of -the Aldine press to classical
learning, this one printed in 1513,

No., 238 is a l4th-century MS. on parchment of a part of
Aristotle's work on animals franslated by the famous Michael Scott out of
Arabic into latin, It bears the book-plate of & great medical colliector,
Geo, Kloss, whose sale-catalogue, 1855, is no. 7150.

No., 248 is a commentary on Aristotle, 1561, whose title-page bears
what it shamelessly calls a true effigy of the philosopher It has some

als., dhe vellum binding is so well preserved
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hat it might almost be modern.
At the end of this shelf is the editio princeps, Basel, 1543, of
g

Euclid, whose work has had the longest life of any text-book,on any

m

subject., The geometry which we used at school was simply a translation of




o 2 B,
41 a Yl smarnd o AL aaace T cme g = kT L et . ~ e T 4

wese lLiement: » ana probabl: AUCA1d 15 SUlid Ufed 1n many schools in

el oA Ma A R, R B o . i T il - I e 4+ - erey 3
rNeland, LIl Lnal edltior, ifleon, menctlioned ners on e L,lu.w'— pafe, was
5 ESEE - PRy Ry -~ — - ik e el 11 m Jnd.a s R i 1 T

Ltiie 1atuher ol ypatla. 15 P 1A its original leather oinding with the

g AR s sl
pacK ana corners renair >d .

» The first book is a rare Aldine edition of Archimedes'
\
orks translated into Latin, 1558, A 1S, note on the title-page

came from the very ancient Upezzinchi family, Just above this is the
stamp of St. James the Great of Bologna. The stamp is more recent, so

presumably no member of the family stole it from the church, On the back

of leaf 49 begins Archimedes' famous calculation of the number of grains

of sand required to £ill the universe! His answer, less neatly expressed
51

in Greek or latin, was 10 ; but we have expanded since!l

No, 298 is a handsomely bound and handsomely printed edition

of Celsus, Leyden, 1785,

No, 354 is a Junta edition, 1550, of spurious works attributed

to Galen and has the famous title-pagze border with pictures from his life

already described above in connection with no. 357 on SA. 1. This book

is in a well-preserved vellum binding.

Next comes no. 379, a finely printed work of Galen's from the
press of the famous S, de Colines of

page border.
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is a commentary on Galen,

~

of metabolism whom we shall

No. 400 in an old, limp binding

1612, by Sanctorius, the ingenious father
meet later eating his dinner seated on his weighing machine,

No. 508, a French pamphlet on Roger Bacon, is the first example
of what Osler called his war-time binding, in cardboard., It has proved

very serviceable and lasting,
ogether are the twc parts of the famous

7 bound ©
Paracelsus, one of the few of his many works to be published

~F
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It was written in German and published at

surgery

during his lifetvime.

Augsburg in 1536, The title-page of part 2 has a woodcut showing a
reating a shockingly ulcerated leg,

surgeon
No, 576 is the Italian translation, 1586, of Valverde's Anatomy,
largely plagierized from Vesalius., On leaf 64 is

both text and figures
of a flayed man holding up his own skin.
China

the well-known figure
the first edition, Basel, 1546, of Vesalius!'
bears

No. 584, is

It is in old limp vellum with a leather back which
a coat of arms suggesting that used by the famous de Thou for his early

root epistle.

bindings.

No, 623 is the first edition, 1545, of the great bibliography
by Conrad Gesner, printed at Zurich by Froschauer with his punning device
It was not only a great work in

A1l authors and

on the title-page, frogs on a meadow.

its day, the first of its kind, but is still useful,
orks up to his time are listed under the Latin form of the author's
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Christian name, with of course an index of surnames at the end, Cesner
was one of Osler's favorites and his notes inserted in this copy are well
worth reading. It has often been remarked how closely the description of

A L T ] C 3 R I3¢€ 8 - 1
Gesner which Osler has inserted from Morley's Life of Cardan could be

applied to Osler himself, There are some interesting little woodcut

b

itials depicting the dance of death; six of these are listed in pencil on

the fly-leaf,

Next comes the Epitome of the same work, no, 628, printed in

}_l

555. It has, inserted after the title-page, a list of universities,

printed in 1553, a broadside cut in two pieces, which to date (1950) seems

to have escaped being catalogued! It has Cambridge founded in A.D. 630
[=] o

and Oxford in 895 in wrong order and a few centuries too early!

The next book is Gesner's Graeco-latin lexicon, Basei, 1552,
no. 635, in a fine old contemporary binding with ome very tight clasp
remaining., There is a striking woodcul border on the title-page depicting

virtues and vices.

No, 670 is the famous pioneer work on mining and metallurgy by
Agricola, printed at Basel in 1556, The old binding was repaired by a
local workman who was unable to save the original back which he has inserted
inside the front cover. The work is celebrated for its woodcuts
illustrating the various processes of mining. A second copy, from the
Adens collection, and the English translation by Hoover are on the shelf

SD.G.
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+he next book, no, 674, is also finely printed, has some

historiated initials and contains other works of Agricola,

The bottom shelf SB.5, on a good solid foundation, contains
some of the huger incunabula, too tall and too weighty to be put on

suspended shelves.

lhe first book is Aristotle's FPhysics, perhaps the first of

his works to be printed. It is of course in Latin; they did not begin to
rint Greek until later. No, 254 in our catalogue, it is doubtfully

attributed there to an anonymous printer in Padua and dated "14737",

The great "Gesamtkatalog" of incunabula has since confirmed the attribution

and determined the date as 1472, It is an excellent example of gothic
typography and was previously owned by the University of Ferrara whose

stamp is on the first leaf.

Its neighbour, no, 245, the Problems of Aristotle with a
commentary by Peter of Abano is in much the same style. The lettering on
the back of the fine vellum binding is not as old as the book; it bears the

date 1474, a year before the book was printed!

Next, no., 511, comes a fat vellum giant containing Pliny's
Natural History printed in 1473 by the two Germans who introduced printing
into Italy in 1463. vo years later they moved from Subiaco to Rome where
Prince Massimo gave them the hospitality of the cellar of his palace in
which to set up their press. Osler somewhere comments on the circumstance

that at the sale of the effects of the last Massimo in the present century
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many of lots were books that had actually been printed in his house
and had remained there for these four and a half centuries, Osler heard
a2 lot of gossip when he was in Rome about that last Prince lMassimo, who
was evidently an unlucky man, He was believed to have the evil eye, and
on one occasion when he entered a room where a vast reception was taking
place, a huge glass chandelier fell and killed several people, This great
book, the third editiom of Pliny's encyclopedia, and the second to be
printed at Rome, is a fine piece of printing in roman type, and in its
often quoted colophon on the last page its pioneer printers proudly boast
of their art while at the same time good-naturedly apologizing for their
outlanding names, They managed to put it into latin hexameters which
may be translated thus: Illustrious reader, whoever you are who may
look into this book, if you wish to know who the artificers are, read on;
doubtless you will laugh at our harsh German names but let our art,
hitherto unknown to the luses, soften your remarks; Comrad Sweynheym and
Arnold Pannartz are the masters who at Rome have printed several copies

at the same time.

No. 476, a commentary on Avicenna by Gentilis, printed at :
Pavia about 1478, has some initial letters which are illuminated in golden
colors. The label on the back of the binding bears the absurd date

1400, about halfwey between author and printingl

No. 482 is an Avicenna printed in Venice in 1484 in gothie
type. The profuse capital spaces ars filled in with initials painted in

red and blue successively and each space has been provided by the printer
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with a guide-letter, a custom which was introduced about this time because
the rubrication of the initials was taken out of the hands of the monks,
and the lay workers who didn't know their Latin were apt to put in the

wrong letters.

Despite the fatness of the next book, mo, 7432, it contains
only two of the medicinal "Sermones" (discourses) of Falecutius who lived
about 1400, This is handsomely printed in fine semi-gothic type at
Pavia in 1484, The very striking binding is in vellum from an old
medieval service book with musical notation, the whole writien so
darge that all the choir boys could read from one copy, These beautiful
works of art were thrown out in the 16th century when printed copies

could be supplied for each chorister,

The next monster, no, 7470, is Peter of Abano's "Conciliator™"
printed at Mantua in 1472, "A beautifully printed tome," says Osler,
"perhaps the finest of the early strictly medical books". There are
some illuminations, including a miniature (doubtless intended to represent
Peter) on the 1st printed leaf. It is in a fine contemporary stamped
brovn leather binding, and is a famous work in which Peter attempts to
reconcile the different opinions on philosophy and medicine. W"Doctors
differ" is no new proverb! Inside the front cover is a note of
purchase in 1488 by John Baptist, doctor of arts and medicine, for
one pound, 2 florins, The difficulty is to kmow the corresponding
modern value of such sums!

Next comes a tall Adams book in a fine o0ld white vellum binding,
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Dutch translation, Amsterdam, 1682, of the Subterranean Viorld of the
great Jesuit naturalist, Father Kircher, physicist, biologist, and

v .
(here) geologist,

The two huge green volumes bound in painted vellum contain the
"Speculunm Nuturale”, of Vincent of Beauvais printed by the R-printer at
Strasburg not later than 1478, His Moral Mirror, 1476, printed in the
same office by Menthelin, the master of this man, has already been

~ A4 » of poawmq

described (p. 43. Tﬁe wﬁolé work runs to six enormous volumes, of which
another, the Doctrinal Mirror, is represented by no. 7504, a later edition,
Venice, 1494; so that we lack the two history volumes of this great
encyclopedia of the middle: ages. It was compiled by Vincent for
St. Louis in the 13th century who gave him 1200 books to digest. The
compilation was made in the beautiful Abbey of Royaumont which is still
standing near Paris and was used in the war of 1914 by the Scottish

Women's Hospital, Unlike no. 7502, these two volumes are not decorated,

Near the end of the shelf is an incunable of the Adams
collection, the famous Muremburg Chronicle, clearly so lettered on the

mn

back of its modern binding. This is the latin version of the Book of
Chronicles, a history of the world, compiled by Hartmann Schedel, a
medical man who was born in 1440, Printed in 1493 with a German
version the same year,his an elaborate, early picture book with 1800
woodecuts, all decently coloured in this copy. Such books are scarcer

and more valuable with the woodcuts untouched; but in the course of

centuries some child was pretiy sure to use its paintbox on them,

No, 7625 is a Scottish MS, written in the 16th century, The

N
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material is ultimately derived from the commentary to the Regimen of
Health of the School of Salerno, The writer has added on p. 190 two
prescriptions by a "D octor Maccullo," It is in its original rough

parchment binding with an elaborate flap.

SC,

SCel - no. 567 is the 1st edition of Vesalius's Fabric of the
Human Body. It was printed at Basel in 1543. Modern science dates from
this starred year which saw the publication of this and another pioneer
work, the Revolutions of the Heaﬁenly Bodies by Copernicus, Osler said
he never could resist buying a 1543 Vesalius if he had the money, He.tells
some amusing tales about having to dispose of various copies,. His
friend Dr. Chadwick of the Boston Medical Library receiving one from his
hand, merely remarked with a smile "Come upstairs and I will show you
something". There was a still better copy marked "Presented by Dr. OsIerw,
The Medical Library has another copy which Osler sent out in 1800, s A
transeript of Osler's notes on book and author is inserted and is well
worth reading. The three photos of portraits of Vesalius, also inserted,
are probably none of them authentic, The galleries of Europe are full
of such portraits labeled Vesalius., The woodcut one here, opposite
pP. 1 is probably the only genuine likeness (according to Spielman,
no. 7776). He looks proud of himself, as well he might be, for having
got out such a book at the age of 28 after five years as professor of
surgery and anatomy at Padua the greatest school of the day., It is the
first accurate anatomy with the {irst accurate descriptions and is perhaps
the most artistic medical book ever produced. The illustrations used to

be atiributed to Titian, and may well have been prepared in his studio,

G2
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They are usually supposed to be the work of his pupil Stephan of Calcar.
Vesalius nowhere mentions his artists except encewhere he grumbles at their
preference for drawing Venuses rather than working on his stinking material.
Vesalius was the first writer (after Paracelsus who wasn't much read in his
lifetime) to dispute the authority of Galen, This brought so much abuse,
specially from his old teachers in Paris, that in a fit of temper he tore
up his liSS., gave up his post and took on his hereditary job as physician
to the Hmperor., Nobody ever had such a gorgeous dissecting room as that
‘represented here on the title-page. t is allegorical; looking down from
the top of the dome are youth and age, on one side is a dandy with slashed
hose, on the other a beggar without any, and all sorts and conditions of
men are in the audience. Vesalius himself is shown doing the dissecting,
vhich was an innovation; below, in the foreground, are two barber-surgeons
to whom the actual cutting used to be left before his day, There are also
various animals previously used for dissection, At p. 163 begins the
famous series of full-page woodcuts,. They are not only accurate but have
an artistic quality which anatomical illustrations soon began to lose,
One can see the skeleton on p. 164 meditating with its hand resting on a
skull upturned to show its base. On the table besides it he is careful
to show the hyoid bone and the newly discovered ossicles of the ear.
Below is the well known Latin motto "His genius lives; the rest belongs
to death."” The background of these figures is interesting; juggled about
and fitted together they form two 1andscapes which have been identified
near Padua, A little red folder on shelf SC. 2 contains tiny reproductions

showlng these continuous landscapes. The woodcut initials are particularly
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interesting, i{hey were all, except one, prepared specially for the book
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and represent anatomical or surgical scenes. Ridiculously enough, the
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ical students are represented as putti, wingless cupids! The large
initial at the beginning of Book II, on p. 169 shows a grave robbery; the
corpse is being brought up by candle light, the student on guard with a
flag is giving the alarm, while the cemetery guard with his official

=

helmet and spear is bribed to look the other way while the dirty work goes
(2nd pagination)
on. The initial C on p. 229/shows grovm-up men (for oncel) depositing
a perforated lead coffin in a running stream, This was an ingenious
scheme for preparing a skeleton. The water washes away the soft parts
and al a certain stage the skeleton is left with the bones articulated by
the tough ligaments. On the preceﬁﬁing page, is the one exception, an
initial L which belonged to a series of comic woodcuts, probably by
Holbein, Vesalius has evidently begun this chapter with an L, in order
to use this disgusting illustration: DNature can never be sufficiently
LAUDED for having given us these strong muscles at the outlet of the

rectum!

The second edition, 1555, no. 568,is an even handsomer book,
printed in larger type and with the initials re-carved in larger size,
This copy, however, suffers from not having the clean look of our first

edition. The title-page has been re-drawn giving Vesalius a more life-

while the beggar on the left has been made into a gallant with clothes

like his opposite number. The LAUDATORY initial L is the only one which
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remains unchanged (p. 397);the perforated lead coffin on the opposite page

is taken out of the hands of grown-ups and given to the putti!

——— T

No, 569 is a comparatively poor edition, Venice, 1568, but this

copy can boast of having belonged to Aldrovandi and his friends, according

to the inseription by that great naturalist on the title-page.

No. 574 is Thomas Gemini's edition of the Epitome, London, 1545,
The illustrations are re~drawn on copper plates, ome of the earliest

instances of such engravings and certainly the earliest produced in England,

No. 575 is an Amsterdam, 1642, edition of the Epitome in an old
vellum binding. The title-page shows some Dutchmen admiring an unusually

handsome dissection.

c . % . - 5
No., 579, in two big brown vols,, containisg Vesalius' collected

works well edited by Boerhaave and B, 5. Albinus, leyden, 1725,

The fat, white volume, no. 526, kept at the end of the shelf for
] 2 2
convenience, out of its proper order, contains the works of Paracelsus in
German, 1603, in two parts bound together in fine contemporary stamped
] > :‘a'r & S p
pigskin, Inside the front cover is an inscription showing that it once
belonged to a religious house; it gave references (since obliterated) to
"prohibited" passages. Al the top of the engraved title-page is the

well-known portrait of Paracelsus. There are some interesting woodcuts

on pp. 275606 in the second part.
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No. 571, is the Epitome brought out by Vesalius himself the

same year as the first edition of the Fabrica, 1543, Some of the famous
woodcuts were specially re-drawn for this work and it contains two famous
ones which do not ocecur in the Fabrica, namely the nudes known as 4dam
and fve, which always were attributed to Titian on account of their
artistic excellence., Notice that all the leaves show a transverse crease
in the middle. This occurs in practically all copies; they must all have

been folded before being bound.

lo. 572. turns out to be a composite copy of the Epitome in
German, made up of leaves from the 1706 and 1723 editions, and incomplete
at that! Osler has written on the flyleaf "Given to me by Harvey Cushing,
Oct. 1910". Cushing's Vesalius collection, now at Yale, is the most

complete ever made and it was Osler who started him on the downward track,

o os T

No. 578 is Leveling's edition, Ingolstadt, 17835, of Vesalius in
German, It is compiled, as most of these later editions were, from both

<4

vrations here, as in the German

Jo

the Fabrica and its Epitome, The illus

™ .

Zpitome, mentioned above, are from the original woodblocks which had

been rediscovered by Leveling, These extraordinary bits of wood were
used for the last time about 1933 for the N, ¥, Academy's edition which
will be described in connection with shelf SG.5. They were destroyed

unfortunately, in the recent war,
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the fifteen tall volumes, nos. 515 to 517, on SC.3, are three
incomplete editions of the reproductions of the anatomical drawings of
Leonardo da Vinei, reproduced in facsimile a little before and after 1900,
but though incomplete, they include, I think, all his anatomical drawings
that have survived. The originals, now in the Royal Library at Windsor
Castle, were not discovered until late in the 1700's by William Hunter at
Kensington Palace. They are supposed to have gone to Spain after
Leonardo's death with his pupil to whom he left them, They were probably
picked up there by Charles I's collectors, and by the time they reached
England the unhappy king was interested in more dangerous things than art,
Some of these drawings are really the first accurate representations of
dissections of the human body. If they had been known Leonardo would
have been the father of modern anatomy and not Vesalius., The originals
are on separate sheets and have been grouped together for the purpose of
these editions, according to the organs or parts of the body which they
represent. They are covered with Leonardo's mnotes in his extraordinary
mirror writing. He was left-handed and self-taught, Probably any left-
handed child who teaches himself to write will reverse our ordinary writing,
Not only that, but his language and spelling are absolutely his own., Even
when transcribed in print his words have to be translated for modern
Italian readers because he writes in his own dialect and with his own
very peculiar spelling, doubling consonants and joining the article to

the noun, &c,

The second volume on the shelf, 515, ii, has some excellent

drawings of the heart. Many drawings are more or less diagrammatic

"‘\
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showing that

Pt

1e was more interested in the mechanics of the muscular
movements than in the actual arrangement of the parts. He worked at
these dissections with Della Torre, who had intended to bring out a
treatlse on anatomy, but on the death of this anatomist Leonardo got
interested in other things. 4 good account of Leonardo as an anatomist
was publised by the late Professor Mclurrich of Toronto, no, 8418, on

o

shelf FF, u.5,

SC.4, no. 514 is a reproduction of the remarkable notebook of
Leonardo da Vinci on the Flight of Birds. It was very fortunate that he
had no internal combustion engine or the atom bomb would have been
dropped on us probably a century or more ago. He made flying machines,

submarines and tanks - a universal genius,

No, 513, the first anatomical drawing of Leonardo's to be
reproduced, was done by lithograph in Germeny in 1830, Its erotic nature
is cloaked under a moral Latin title., It illustrates the fallacy of
facsimiles before the days of photography. Vhat is obviously the man's
right leg is given a left foot and the girl's left leg a right foot, As
far as I have read, I was the first to notice this ebsurdity, The
nistake is not Leonardo's. In the original he merely indicated the
soles of the feet; il was the lithographer who added the toes, Compare
the faithful, photographic facsimile in no, 515, vol. 1, folio 7 verso,

' nolzs
r A

A trenscription and translation of L.'s is in no, 517, vol, 3, p, 6

(folio 3 wverso).
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ihe rest of shelf SC.4 is occupied by Avicenna, who was known in

the Middle Ages as the Prince of Fhysicians and whose great work, the Canon,
was the standard text-book of medicine from the time of his death about

1037 until about 1600, There were many editions in Latin from 1472 on; but
only parts of it have ever been translated into English, notably the whole

of the philosophical first Book. It was done by Dr. Gruner of lontreal, who
was formerly Adami's assistant in pathology, and who is not only a philosopher
but a linguist and Orientalist. His translation and commentary, publiished

in 1930, is on shelf EF,u.2,

No, 482 is a handsome MS. in Arebic and in the usual rectangular,
Orientel binding. The first two pages, beginning, of course, at the back,

are highly illuminated in gold and colours,.

No, 470 is a huge edition, 1523, in latin, of the Canon with
various commentaries by medieval physicians. It is in three volumes and
only the first has a title-page, which is handsomely printed in red and
black and has a striking woodcut border with traditional poriraits.of ancient
physiciens and a dissecting scene at the bottom of the page. In the lower

left corner it is signed "lunardus". The volumes are in old vellum binding,

The next book, no. 471, called on the back Arculanus on fevers,
is explained on the title-page as a commentary on the first "fen” (i.e.
division) of the fourth Book of the Canon of Avicenna. It was printed by

the Juntas at Venice in 1560,

The next two volumes, no., 472, in a fine contemporary, dark
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deather binding with gold stamps is a Junta edition of 1608 with another

" | - 1 3

title-page border, showing scenes from Greek medicall history,

No. 477 is a modern edition of some mystical treatises of Avicenna

with French translationms.

No. 355, six large vellum-bound volumes on the bottom shelf
SC.5, contain the works of Galen in Latin in one of the famous Junta
editions, Venice, 1576, in which the works are divided into seven classes,
The title-pages have the interesting woodcut border mentioned above in
connection with the Basel edition in which they were copied, showing

scenes from the life of Galen,

No, 556 is a companion volume, an index to all the works of Galen
prepared by his commentator, Brasavolus,

No, 439 is the works of the 7th-century Greek, Paul of Aegina,
translated into Latin and finely printed at Paris by Simon Colines, 1532,
The handsome leather binding looks contemporary, with a comparatively new
back.,

No, 466 in the bright red Oriental binding is the editio princeps,
in fact the only edition of the great Canon of Avicenna printed in Arabic,
the language in which he wrote itl It was done at Rome in 1593 at the
lledicean press, usually lmown as the press of the Propaganda which, under
the influence of the Jesuit missionaries, was printing standard works in
almost all known languages. This copy has a MS, title-page, but on the

opposite fly-leaf is pasted a photographic reproduction of the usual printed
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title-page of 1593, Notice our "arabic" numerals at the botiom of the

pages and the real Arabic nunerals at the top; it is interesting to
compare them, They were not really Arabic originally but came from

ndia and brought the innovation which made arithmetic comparat ively
easy, namely, a sign for zero, Their adoption in Western furope in the
liddle Ages was de elayed because there was no uniformity, particulariy
in the symbols used for 7 and 8 which were often confused, This work
of Avicenna is still the authority in the Fast., A physician to the
British Embassy at Teheran told Osler that he had been called into
consultation with a native Persian doctor to see a patlent who clearly
had typhoid, but the attending physician knew there couldn't be any

such disease because it isn't dezcribed by Avicenna.

WA, is the first of the long projecting cases which we have
met with in this tour. The shelves are too long to be practical,
between seven and eight feet; too long for the weight of the books on
them, in some cases they had begun to buckle, In most cases they had

o <4- e
so that

-

torn the metal pegs out of the hardwood holes supporting them
we had to put in extra wooden supports at the end of each shelf, The
liding doors also are not very convenient; very often they get stuck

and immoveable,
VWA.1 contains modern, printed editions in Sanskrit or Znglish

E o B

of the Hindu medical classics, the collections (Samhita)of the legendary

physicians Charaka and Sushruta, medical and surgical writings respectively,

They probably date from the 2nd and 3rd centuries after Christ though

/\
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This set has associations with two other scholars also., It
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margins are by him, An interesting letter by E. T, Withington, the
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medical historian, is inserted in vol, 1. He used this set for over

rears, also nos. 429 and 437, His immense job was to go through
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that when he expressed a fear to W, O, that the bindings
of this set might be worn out, he got the characteristic answer, "It
wouldn't matter if all the bindings came offt" It was almost

impossible to converse with Withington on account of his stammering;

he preferred to correspond,
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are apt to consider them much more ancient,

Tile lilndus

-

No. 120 is a modern verse translation of the Plutus of
Aristophanes, which in act 3 contains an amusing account of a night spent

in the temple of Asclepius and the healing of a blind man,

47}

2

The next book, no. 121, by Caton, contains pictures of the
healing temples at Epidauros and Athens. One picture showing the actual
stone which a paralyzed man was told by the god in a dream to bring into
the temple. It is much too big for one man to carry and still lies

under the votive tablet recording the cure.,

N -

No, 132 is Gomperz's Greek Thinkers in 4 volumes, one of
Osler's favorite books. The work is particularly illuminating about

the early philosopher-physicians, who always interested Osler,

Purther on, no., 138, contains the fragments that have survived

(0]

from the writings of Heraclitus, one of whose rude sayings always amused

o

Osler, namely, that his predecessors had much knowledge but no sense.

No. 147, in ten volumes, is the standard modern edition of
Hippocrates, Paris, 1839-61, with translations into French and a
complete index. The editor and translator was Littré, who was the
greatest scholar the profession has produced, although technically he
does not belong to us because for financial reasons he never succeeded
in taking his degree!

No, 151, is the so-called genuine works of Hippocrates in

two volumes, London, 1849, published by the Sydenham Society. These
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and translated by Francis Adams of Banchory, the country

&

were edi
surgeon in Scotland who made himself the greatest medical scholar of
his time in Britain. This set has been handsomely rebound, but with it
is another set in the original cloth binding, no. 8175-8. This was
given, probably inadvertently, by Osler in 1919 to Dr. Malloch, but was

nobly sent back to the Osler Library in Montreal in 1932 because it

published in the C.M,A.J, in 1933, vol, 19, pp. 199-201, A reprint
is inserted al the end of vol. 1 here with the original letter. The
volumes bear Dr. Malloch's book-plate which he de&ised, while we were
working together on the catalogue at Oxford, by copying the border of
the device of Caxton, the first English printer. VWhen he received
these plates from the Oxford Press and we had almost finished admiring
them, an extraordinary coincidence happened, He turned to a shelf
and ©ook down a book which he had previously been on his way to fetch,
I{ was Campion's "Art of Descant", 1667, no, 4649, on shelf EK.5. He
opened it and could scarcely believe his eyes when he saw in it the book-
late of a certain W, H, C, with exactly the same border. It took all

the gilt off his gingerbread.

At the end of the shelf are the five volumes of the recent
new translation of Hippocrates into English with the Greek text opposite,

in the very handy series of the loeb classics.

On WA.2 are many editions of Hippocrates, specially of hi

L]

Aphorisms, which every old physician used to carry in his pocket, if ..not

N
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in his memory. The two copies of a "(1675?)" edition, nos, 166 and

reat bibliographer Madan used to call
"the duplicity of duplicates", no, 166 having two wrong catchwords

towards the end which are duly corrected in no, 167. It is sometimes
said that no two copies of an old book are apt to be exactly alike.
Corrections were often made during the printing. No proofs were supplied

to the author.

No. 168 is a 1703 edition with a commentary by Martin Lister,
who was so good a physician that our 19th-century Lister was sorry that he

could not trace his ancestry to him,

No., 169 is an 1831 edition arranged for students who at that
time still had to pass exeminations in Greek, particularly in the

Aphorisms,.

o

Nos., 170-171 are, respectively, a 1S, of 1428 and a printed
incunable of 1498 of the work of Hugo of Sienna on the Aphorisms of
ppocrates. No, 170 is on shelf SA.5 and 171 is bound with no., 398
on shelf NA.6, DNeither of them was mentioned in its proper place, but

.

hey belong together and it is interesting to compare a LS. and a

mm,

printed copy of the same work and of the same century. The MS. has

e

an interesting colophon in which the medical student who did the
copying signs his name and dates it with rare precision: 1428, the

~ H

5rd of April, being Holy Saturday, and the 15th hour or thereabouts.
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No. 174 is a MS. commentary by Samuel Bave, 1624, whose

case books are no., 7519 on NA.Z2.

No. 180 is an interesting commentary by Sir John Floyer,
1786, in English, on the impressively honest case histories of

iy
4

HBippocrates. ‘loyer argues that in the treaiment of fevers we can

£ 313

usefully combine the old and the new by adding "the Bark" (quinine).

No., 194 is a translation of a so-called letter of
Hdippocrates describing his visit to Demoeritus. Since the recent

days of modern literary criticism these letters are known to be

spurious, and are comparable to our historical novels,

No. 204, a little commentary in French, printed in 1670,
appeals to me on . the account of its title which is so deliciously
appropriate to the name of the author., It is on Hippocrates' use of
cold drinks and written by Dr. Restaurant, a notorious die-hard who
railed against all the new science during his long life in the

17th century.

No. 217 is the third edition of Jowett's translation of

i,
o,

Plato in five volumes, 1892. hese were always on Osler's bedside

L Ryr

table and constantly in use. lhey were a birthday present, July 12th,

1892, from his wife on their wedding trip. All the volumes are full
of slips of paper marking his places., It replaced Osler's set of the
first edition, four volumes, 1871, which came on the market in 1948,




offered by a Boston bookseller for $100.00, and is now, fortunately, in the
possession of a great Osler lover, Dr. Myron Prinzmetal of Los Angeles., In
18949 he brought me the first volume to interpret the inscription. It scems
that when W. O, received the third edition, he gave the old set to his
eldest brother, Featherston (1858-1924), the Judge, the most learned and
philosophical of the Osler family. F, 0, gave it in 1922 to his medicel
grandson, William Osler Abbott (1902-43) co-inventor of the Miller—Abbott

tube, On his lamented death that set of Plato was inadvertently sold by

his widow who was not aware of the association value, It is not (and
Y - S - - - T . / A
never was) in the "gaudy binding" which someone in Cushing's Life, p. 234,
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said to remember it sporting in 1884
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No, 231 is the recent Oxford translation of the works of

.

Aristotle in 11 volumes. The pages are numbered to correspond to the

[t
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standard Creek edition by Bekker, no. 23

No. 249 is & very finely printed edition of Aristotle's Ethics,
in 2 volumes, 1902, sumptuously bound by Zaehnsdorf in what is known as

Werimson morocco extra" with gold tooling. This was a present from a

3]

lifelong friend of Lady Osler's, Cora, Countess of Strafford.
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The next book, no. 250, is an unhandsomely printed

Ao

Latin edition of the Rhetoric of Aristotle, 1619, The title-page has a
woodcut border and on the back the arms of Charles I as prince., The
dedication is signed by Goulston, who founded the Goulstonian Lectureshi

at the Royal College of Physicians in London. Osler gave those lectures
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in 1885, on endocarditis; he has inserted a letter to him from Dr. Arthur
Goulston, a descendant. The book is in its original leather binding but

with a new back,

No, 255, in Italian paper binding, is a small treatise by Hoffmann
in Latin, 1615, on the Use of the Spleen according to Aristotle. Osler
somewhere remarks that he had the greatest difficulty in his physiology
lectures in trying to explain the spleen's structure and function. He
probably acquired this book after he had given up lecturing and consequently

did notv have to wade through it!

No. 285, is a recent addition in two volumes in the Loeb Classics
series of Theophrastus on Plants, He was a pupil of Aristotle and the
father of botany. The next book, no, 266, is the only translation into
English of his work:: on Stones. It was done by the notorious "Sir"™ John

Hill, 1774, of whom Garrick wrote:

For physic and farces his equal there scarce is;
His farces. are physic, his physic a farce is,

He was a voluminous writer, There are more notes on him at no, 2989,

No. 291 is an edition containing the great work on lledicine by
Celsus, the Roman writer who lived about the time of Christ, and also the
medical poem by Serenus. On the back of leaf 153 is the line which used
to justify the British in accenting the second syllable of "angIna", This
reading has more recently been proved to be wrong with the words in what
is now consi uereq/une second syllable is short, thus justifying (for once!)
the proper ae"
the American pronunciation, "angina". The book was printed at the Aldine
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Press in Venice in 1528 and is in a modern but fine green leather binding
with the Aldine anchor deeply stamped in gold on the panels,

No, 304 is an edition of Celsus, 1831-6, arranged for students,
who at that time still had to write their medical theses in Latin and pass
2 e 1 > - by T A 2 - I T |
ion on Celsus, vhose writings are the only medical ones which have
come down from antiquity in decent Latin. In lending this book, Osler has

written his name and address in pencil on the fly-leaf, which he did not

usually do, and has added underneath, " 'Ware the curse of Bishop Ermulphusi”

r;—

No., 335, a 1518 edition of Dioscorides, looks like one of the
famous Aldine octavos, though a bit too large. It is clearly the shape of
an octavo, but the chain lines run across and the position of the watermark
shows that it is a small quarto. It is in a fine old binding with the joints

repaired.

WA.4 - This shelf is largely occupied by the 22 volumes of the

Kiihn edition of Galen, no. 352, which is still the standard one in Greek and
Latin, The similarly bound volumes of Dioscorides, Aretaeus and Hippocrates
on the shelves above also belong to this set of Surviving Vorks of Greek
Physicians, edited Dby Kilhn. Read the harrowing note in the catalogue, als
inserted here on the Tly-leaf of the first volume, telling how Osler accidentally

3 .c I a 1 of £29 He exvoresses +th
bid against himself and ran the price up to a record of =3, le expresses ule

&

hope that McGill will pass on their duplicate copy to Toronto. Vhen I suggested
472 i tln r 11+ 1+ was Tound that th 33 set 1 I al v had
this to the Faculty, it was found Thatl the old setl 1n the ledic Library had
been given by Dr, John Robson of Warrington and could not be alienated., However,

3 -

here was a very incomplete third set which belonged to McGill in its very early




days, and this was generously sent to the Toronto Academy in place of the

better duplicate, The latin index at the end of this set in vol, n20", nhas

No. 353 in a 18th-century, stamped leather binding is the third

volume of a Renaissance translation of the works of Galen into Latin., This

was probably printed by liyt at Lyons about 1528. It closely resembles the
copy of Haly Abbas, 1523, from that press, no, 8807, on shelf EB.u.S5. The

ments of a fine old illuminated parchmen

MS. and some early English owner has written his own creed on the fly-leaves,

TTs (e

The wood-cut on the title-page shows Hippocrates, Galen and Avicenna hobnobbing

in spite of the centuries that divided them. The list of translators on the

third page, at the fool of leaf aal, is followed by this pretiy slap at the

old medieval translators: "These are they who have snatched Gale
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the jaws of the Barbarians"l

No, 359 is an imperfect copy of some of Galen's works in Greek,

edited by John Caius, A MS, English translation of his interesting preface

to Henry VIII is inserted. The book is in a handsome, old-style, modern

o

No., 364 is Daremberg's Galen in R volumes, 1854-6, a presentation

copy from the translator to Greenhill, This is the only extensive translation

of Galen into any modern language, comprising the best of his anatomica

ket
-

physiological and medical works.
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WO, 067 1s a small octavo in the handsome red morocco binding
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no, 3568 is another copy of the same edition but in its original stamped

ne

pigskin binding, An inscription by George Dock, Osler's first assistant

in Philadelphia, and probably his oldest living pupil (1950, aet, 20),
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nitials on the fly-leaf, Osler has appropriately quoted

from the Hippocratic oath, "To share my substance with him" (i.e. my

teacher).

No. 570 is an interesting edition,1908, in Arabic with German
transiation of Books 9-15 of Galen's great work on anatomical dissection,

of which only the first 9 Books have survived in the original Greek,

No., 371 in old vellum binding is the Greek text of Galen's
Hygiene edited by John Caius, printed by Froben, Basel, 1549, This has

& dedicavion to Edward VI, not the same one as to Henry VIII, noticed

above under no. 359, nor is there any translation inserted,

No, 873 is another edition of the Hygiene, beautifully printed

>

in Venice in 1523 at the Dindonl press, translated into latin by Linacre,

§

No, 374 is another edition, Cologne, 1526, bound in a fragment

i)
]

of a fine old vellum MS. which has been stained black, the fore-edge

s -

protected by a flap of vellum, as was nol uncommon in those days. This is

the same binding, probably from the same IS, and for the same owner, as
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those ol vhe Galenic dissecting manual of Guinterius, no, 2848 on CW,3, with
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wilch 1s bound the so-called Galen's "Medicus" or introduction (no, 358),
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probably the very work which Galen was annoyed to find attributed to him in

a bookshop in Rome!

No. 578 is still another edition in latin, printed at Tubingen,
1541, with an interesting woodcut on the title-page and at the end, which
the late Dr. Frank Adams adopted as the book-plate for his history of geology
collection, bequeathed to the Osler Librars; He got it, I think, from some

,,

old geological book, together with the Latin motto, different from the one

in the colophon heref"ln the hands of the Lord are a2ll the corners of the

earth", In the title of this book Galen is called facile princeSS/physicians,
4.1 -
that

which reminds me/on one of Harvey Cushing's visits to McGill, he was ver Ty

muich amised when our famous Daily reported him as facial prinecipsl of brain

surgeons.

The next edition, a small 24mo, Lyons, 1548, is in a neat. Iittle
vellum binding with four fragments of the eight original strings attached,
It bears the comparatively huge, cut-down, book -label of Jean Petit of

diogese, i ¥
lielun, protc-notary of DBayeuy, 1687, to which he willed his library in 1689,

No. 378 is another 24mo edition, 1549, in the lavish red morocco

Linacre binding.

No. 382, a small quarto in old vellum, is a rare edition of Galen
on the Bones, in latin, printed by Blado at Rome in 1535, There are two

crude woodcuts of the skeleton at the end and a rather better picture of




0 a
~Cd e

the skull, Interesting to compare them with those in Vesalius, just

eight years later!

an 1881 edition of Galen on Temperaments in Latin,
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reproduced in exact facsimile from that of the first Cambridge printer,
dard . The next two, 386-7, are very small l6th-century editions of the

same work translated by Linacre and in his red morocco binding,

s the only modern English translation of any of

20

No, 388 i

Galen's voluminous works., This is on the Natural Faculties, translated

! m E

by Brock and issued in the Loeb Classics series in 1916 with the Greek
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text on one page and the English opposite. The next two, 3¢
smell 16th-century duplicates in Linacre's Lating 389 is in a handsome

tooled calf binding by Tregaskis in a style which Osler often used in

Beltimore for his treasures, particularly the Harveys; the duplicate,

no, 390, is in old vellum and has a note by Osler inside the cover that
he bought it at Rome in Feb., '09, Curious that he should have kept

both copies; usually he gave away duplicates!

No. 395, Galen's short text-book, "Ars medica® or "Ars parva',
an edition of 1544, is translated by lMartin Akakia who was the founder of
a long line of physicians of that name, which he translated into Greek from
Sans-lMalice. The east-end undertaker whose heartlessly labeled hearse

I sometimes meet in the mornings would do well do follow this example, his

name being Sansregret!
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No., 396 is another edition, 1549, in old vellum with one of

its strings still intact.

)is a commentary by Riolan pdre.on

the same work, edited in 1651 by Gabriel Naudé the great librarian-physician,

No. 397 is a little London edition, 1671, of an English version

by the famous and prolific Nick Culpeper.
I/ B - p

No. 408 in the war-time cardboard binding is a 1596 edition

of little work on disturbances of ‘the mind, t the end is an old

fo

library stamp of the House of Mary lMagdalen, but whether the Oxford,

Cambridge, or other college I do not know,

ama

No, 419 is a little pamphlet printed at Leyden in 1619 from

his collection by Joachim Morsius and giving Scaliger's explanation

of a difficult passage in Galen. The title-page illustrates some
curious fashions of the printers of that time. The large czpital I
for the genitive ending of lorsius' name, where the other letters are
in small capitals ("MorsI") stands for ii and should, I think, have
been thus transcribed in our catalogue, It is the same in our two
other books from his }Musaecum, nos, 3057 and 5518, In the imprint down
below the genitive of Marcus, ends in an i, naturally, of ordinary size,
Here also is illustrated the gueer 1l7th-century custom of maiming the
M's and D's of the KRoman daltes, using C, I, and an upside-down C for

M, and an I followed by this "turned" C for D, e.g. &ly 4; for 1000

and 500,
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No. 429, six volumes, 1851-76, in characteristic French red
leather, is the useful late-Greeck compiler, Oribasius, the standard text

with French translation by Daremberg.

Nos. 480 and 433 are Latin editions printed in the same year,
1544, the former at the Aldine Press in Venice and the latter copied
from it in Paris. They are, respectively, in old leather with a new

back and in old vellum,

No., 436, Greenhilli's copy of Alexander of Tralles, 1556, with
Greek and latin text, is in an interesting binding, Three—quarters old
stamped pigskin and half the boards covered with fragments of an old
vellum anthem book with musical notation; the portion on the back begins

the famous hymn Veni creator spiritus,

No, 441, in three Sydenhanm Society green cloth volumes, is
the trenslation of Paul of Aegina by Francis Adams, the old Scottish

ané country surgeon and scholar. His commentary here is justly celebrated,

No. 448 is an excellent little book by E. G, Brovme, 1921,
on Arabian medicine. Read on p. 69 the shocking superiority of Saracen

medicine over European treatment in the time of the Crusades.

No. 450 is an 18th-century, handsomely written Arabic us.,,
part of the "Comprehensive book" of Rhazes. It contains letters to Osler

from his Persian correspondents, including Dr, Sa'eed,

No, 453, a thin little book in full red morocco printed soon

after 1500, contains an Italian verse translation of the third section of

~
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the Ninth Book of the work of Rhazes called Almansor, a treatise on

therapeutics popular in the lMiddle Ages.

N, +

No., 455, in red morocco with a highly gilt back, was bound for
and belonged to the Dauphin of France (afterwards Louis XVI) as shown by
the dolphins in the panels on the back. It is the 1766 edition of the
famous treatise of Fhazes on Smallpox and Measles, which he was the first
o differentiate, in Arabic with the lLatin translation by John Channing,
I think this has been cited as one of the books for which scholars would
pay large sums to secondhand dealers about a hundred years after it was
printed, not thinking to enquire of the Oxford Press where it was still

on sale at the original price of a few shillings!
o &

No., 465-5 are three Arabic MSS. of different parts of the Canon

of Avicenna. They are all in oriental bindings,.

No., 478 is a liS. in Arabic, and- A,D, 1360, containing Avicenna's
Treatise on Logic, presented by Osler's Kurdish friend, Dr., Sa'eed. The
next book, 479, a printed edition, 1892, unfortunately lacks the French

translation (ever published?).

No. 480 is an important little MS. in Latin on parchment written
in the 14th century and in its original stamped leather binding which we
had suspected of being Spanish work, but was pronounced Italian by de Ricei
who made a survey of our books for his 1937 "Census", The work calls
itsell here simply the Book of Avicenna, but it is no longer atiributed to

hinm, The proper title is "On the soul in the art of alchemy", The original
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Arabic is lost. On leaf 225 is an interesting note not found in other

ISS. giving the date of its original composition, 1012, and of its

translation into Latin, 1235, Its ownership can be traced back pretty

well to about 1500,

The next book, no, 481, in old vellum and a bit wormy, contains

a

o)

rinted version of the same work together with other alchemical treatises.

U is entitled, "Princes of the Chemical Art",

No. 499. comprises the first four parts of what is called the
hitherto unpublished works of Roger Bacon. The twelve subsequent parts,
printed later, are on shelf EFu.2. Osler took gréat interest in the
various projects at Oxford for celebrating the 500th anniversary, 1914,
of the birth of Bacon, one of the few experimental scientists of the

Middle Ages.

Shelf WA.S
No. 501 is the only old edition we have of Roger Bacon, a

translation into English, 1683, of his "Cure of old age'.

No. 527, two fat volumes in old stamped white pigskin with
clasps, contains the 12 tomes of the Latin version of the works of

Paracelsus, 1605-5,

No. 533 is an English edition, 1656, of one of his minor occult

b

works in a contemporary binding; and the next book, 554, is a similar one

of 1659.
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aracelsus translated into Low German, or Dutch, and printed a

- r T o R B L 1] = T (R = ox PO | 3
Antwerp (Thantwerpen) in 1557. The unattractive woodecut border on the

No. 539 is a rare little book without place or date, printed at
Basle in 1561, It cells itself a work on anatomy, but is in reality a
free translation into Latin of the second part of the work on syphilis by

Paracelsus,

No. 540 bound in a fragment of an old vellum MS, which some
hardy worms have chewed in spots, contains three surgical tracts of

Paracelsus in the original German, printed in Strasburg in 1571.

No. 943, in stiff old parchment binding, is his "114 cures and
xperiments” translated into Latin and printed at Lyons in 1582. This
is an alchemical work and an old translation into English, 1552, is in

Fioravanti, no. 2593, on shelf SF,.S.

No. 549 is one of Osler's particular treasures. It is the
first edition of Browning's "Paracelsus", 1835, with an autograph inscription
on the fly-leaf, "Fred: Geo: Stephens PRB from Dante G: Rossetti PRB®,
The initials of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood are arranged in a monogram

which was their original secret cypher, The initials also occur, but not

n cypher, on the covers. The little book must have been well used in

e

its first hundred years because it has required a new leather back. It is

now in a double slip-case. In this favorite poem, Browning has idealized
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the old rascal who was certainly never as black as he was painted by his
contemporaries and later enemies. Osler has inscribed a note about the
members of the brotherhood and has inserted the printed order of the

service at Westminster Abbey for Browning's funeral in 1889,

No, 563 is the great bibliography of Paracelsus by Karl
Sudhoff, 1884-9, in two well worn volumes. It was this work which first
made his reputation as a medical historian. Later he became the founder

of the first Institute of the history of medicine at Leipzig,

No. 5688 is the rare first edition of Copernicus on the
Revolutions of the Heavenly Bodies, Muremburg, 1543, which Osler called
a starred year in the history of science and medicine marked by this
publication and the appearance of the Fabrica of Vesalius. The title-
page is interesting; it bears a sort of advertisement or "puff" which may
be translated:"lLearned reader , in this newly produced and published work
thou hast the motions of the stars, fixed as well as wandering, restored
by both ancient and recent observations, and adorned, moreover, by new
and admirable hypotheses. Thou hast also very convenient tables from
the which with great ease thou mayest at any time calculate these motions,
So buy, read and enjoy it." The Greek motto, from its cautionary nature
and smaller type, must be the author's: "Let no non-geometrician look into
itin Osler bought this copy in Cembridge about 1918 for £18. He says,
"It was formerly in Marischal College cAberdeen; and there is no duplicate
mark; but I have resisted the prickings of conscience which suggest asking

how it got out of the librery!" The other inscription on the title-page
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is "God the lord, God shall be my Lord", in Hebrew, whether writien as an
antidote to the heresy of the book or in admiration, who knows? A picture
of the title-page and a copy of the above notes were printed at the time
of the 400th centenary in the Journal of the Royal Astronomical Soc, of
Cenada, April, 1943, opposite p. 129, Osler has had made and has inserted
a liS. translation of the prefatory matter which was designed, unsuccessfully,
to mitigate the ecclesiastical judgment on.such an hereticel book, Iven
the letler, here printed, written some years before to Copernicus by
Cardinal Schénberg urging him to publish his views was not sufficient
protection. Meanwhile the revolution had occurred and the Church could
no longer afford to tolerate such new ideas; it was not until 1835 that
the works of Copernicus were finally dropped from the Index of prohibited
books, the Pope having decreed in 1822 that such works should noct be
condemened in the future. In an envelope alongside the book are copies
of the Astronomical Journal, correspondence, &c, and an award to me,
Dr, Francis, "for effective cooperation with the Kosciuszko Foundation
in the observance of the Cdpernican Quadricentennial.'l The name of the
Foundation appealed to me, one of the first heroic pieces I learned
having been Campbell's famous lines ending

Hope for a season bade the world farewell

And freedom SHRIEKED as Kosciuszko fell,

No. 577 is a Latin edition, Antwerp, 1566, of Valverde's

plagiarism of the text and plates of Vesalius, followed by the Epitome
properly attributed. The title may be translated "Lifelike pictures of

he parts of the human body expressed on copper plate engravings®,
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The anonymous preface is by the great printer Plantin,
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©78, in old vellum, is an edition of the Epitome with

commentary by the Dutch anatomist Pieter Paaw, 1616,

No. 580 is a second edition, Basel, March, 1537, of the first
medical work by Vesalius, his little Paraphrase on the therapeutics of

Rhazes. The first edition had appeared in louvain in February,

No. 582, an exiremely small 12mo, less than 5 inches, is the
abridged version by Vesalius of Galen's work on dissection, printed in
Venice in 1538. It was a present to Osler onm his 70th birthday from

he

ch

Harvey Cushing, whose notes occur on the first fly-leaf. It bears
book-plate which Harvey Cushing designed for himself and the many medical
members of his family. The scroll around the border bears the initials
and date of graduation of the other medical Cushings. It is in a very

fine dark morocco leather binding.,

No, 583, a small quarto, Basel, 1539, is the first edition of
his letter on the burning question of the day, on which side to bleed in
= ?

pleurisy!

No. 586 is a 1609 edition of Vesalius' criticism (Examen), 1564
=TI ) b ]

of the Anatomical Observations of his successor Fallopius, no., 593,

No. 587, a small quarto nicely printed at Venice in 1564, is an
answer by Cuneus to the criticisms of Vesalius by 'Pozzi, who had taken

up the cudgels in support of the infallibility of Galen.

/\
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Vesalius, printed
at Venice in 1568, four years after his death, It is comsidered to be

mostly Borgarucci, the editor, with very little, if any, of Vesalius's
- 2 2 : ] >
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No., 627, in a rather untidy fragment of an old vellum 1S, of
the epistle to the Corinthians, is the first abridgement of the great

bibliography of Gesner, printed at Basel in 1551 by the same Oporinus
who printed the Fabrica of Vesalius. ' This Elenchus has a puff on the
title-page not unlike that on the great book of Copernicus, This
advertisement is certainly not Gesner's, probably not the printer but
more likely by Lycosthenes, the editor, whose real name was Volffhart.

t may be translated thus: Here, candid reader, you have a distincly
new work, useful not only to private and public libreries, but to all
students (as shown in the preface) of every art and science, and necessary
for the improvement of their studies; in it I have marked with an asterisk

everything which has been added to the former edition by which he means

Gesner's great Bibliotheca, 15455,

No. 630, Gesner's Compendium, from an old Byzantine work on
urine, printed at Zurich in 1541, has on the title-page a presentation

inscription, apparently in Gesner's own hand, to Christopher Clauser,

~

No., 631, which calls itself a little book on milk and was

5

printed at Zurich without date, was attributed tentatively in our

catalogue to the year 1541, but was definitely printed in 1543. This
is distinctly a case where the preface is far more important than the

/-\
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book, beaves 2-7 are a letter to his friend Jacob Vogel (;vienua) on

the wonders of the mountains, and (with no. 642, below) makes Gesner the
pioneer of mountaineering, Very few after him wrote in adniration of the

Alps until the other great medical bibliographer, Haller, did so,

~

No. 632 is his edition of Martial, Zurich, 1544, in an extremely

well preserved, stamped leather binding with metal clasps.

Nos. 638-2 are the two parts of "Euonymus", Gesner's work on
chemistry and distillation. The date of our copy'of the first part is
unknown. ithe first edition was 1552 and anonymous; the second part was
first issued as here in 1569 and no secret wes made.of the authorship.,

Both parts are nicely bound in old vellum,

The next two books 640-1, London, 1559 and 1599, are the
English translations of the two parts. No, 640 in old stamped leather

. 1

> itself the Treasure of Euonymus,

4]

and prinved in black letter, call
No, 641, the second part, is strangely labelled on the back "Practise of
phisicke / Baker," Baker being the name of the translator, This part

first appeared in Inglish, 1576, under the title "New Jewell of Healthm,

No. 642 is his little work on the Rare and Wonderful Herbs and
other Things which Shine in the Dark, Zurich, 15565, and also contains the
much more important pioneering Desc?iption of the Broken Mountain, commonly

called Mount Pilatus, which occupies pp. 43-75.
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mostly Utaken up with Harveian orations and Servetus items. The first

dozen books, here and on the shelves below, are hidden in a sort of a

No. 716, Harvey's works in Latin, Leyden, 1737, Osler calls a
beautiful edition and worthy of Albinus, the editor. It is in two parts
bound together in vellunm. The Medical Library has the very rare first

issue of part 1, dated 1738,

n

No., 724, James Primrose's tirade against Harvey, 1630, is in

a rather handsomer calf binding than it deserves. From an old MS., list

y
in the front it would appear to have been bound formerly with five other
pamphlets, no. 3 of which, Edward lay's Relation of a Serpent in the left

ventricle, is very rare and was priced in 1930 at $100, Also inserted

emusing speech by Lord Rosebery on his Primrose

ct

is a clipping of a mos

e )

ancestors, surgical and otherwise,
DuRoy's Sponge to Vipe the Dirt off Primrose's Opinions, 1840,

no. 727, and Primrose's equally ~wvitmperative Antidote to that Sponge,

1664, no. 725, have been bound separately in vellum for Osier, who took them
from that copy of the De liotu which he mentions in his notes to no, 692,
[p]

towards the top of column 2 on p. 75 of the catalogus, under the date

2% Aug. 1906 (misprinted 20 Aug. in the note to 725).
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No. 734, a small 12mo in old vellum, contains the Opuscula of

3

~ - -

Riolan, 1652, largely his writings against Harvey. After p. 176 of the
irst pagination begins his wworthy Response to the two letlers Harvey

addressed to him in 1648 (no. 707).

No, 737 is one portion of the rare first edition in English of

- A complete copy was generously given by Dr. and Mrs,

(9]

the De liotu, 165
Fulton in time to be included in the Addenda of the catalogue, no, 7698

(on NB.1).

No. 741 is a tiny book calling itself in latin the Hippocratic

printed at the Royal Press of the Prince of the Elysian
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Fields with the help of the shade of Elzivier. The author is not known,
but it gives the impression of being a skit which would be well worth
translating. It ironically attributes itself to our cold-drink friend
Raymond Restaurant, the old obstructionist (no. 204), and consequently

Harvey comes off second best in this dispute in Hades.

No, 744 shows that even at the turn of the century, 1700-1,
it was possible for an English physiecian to write against the circulationm.
For this obscurity, named Oliver Hill, the cause of the motion of the
blood is "the spirits making a flash in the left ventricle, and a puff
vhich swells the heart at every pulsation," After p. 83 at the end of
the first part, the type is reduced twice to get the matter in by the end
on pP. Gt, At the end of the volume and apparently not belonging to it
are two printed leaves, "A Tryal of Skillﬂ’a lampoon on a consultation

in which the rather just comment is made that "the new notion of
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circulation afforded no help against putrification.” Osler has remarked
o=

&

on how slow practice was in catching up to this great advance in science.

No, 747 is the Deux mémoires, two treatise

16]

motion of the blood, 1756, The frontispiece shows the veins of a

corpse being injected with an enormous syringe.

No. 751 is the standard work in French on the history of the
circulation by Flourens, the second edition, 1857; and no. 758 is the

standard work in English by Willis, 1878,

No, 760 is the most useful of the Harveian orations, as far
as the history of the circulation is concernred, the one delivered in
1880 and published in 1881 by J. W. Ogle, with appendix and notes,
pp. 81-R09 in small print, even more important than the text, It is
for this reason that this and some similar works are put here in their

chronological order amongst the commentaries on Harvey, rather than with

the ordinary run of Harveian orations.

One of the most satisfactory booksin English on the gubject

is no. 765, J. C, Dalton's Doctrine of the Circulation, Philadelphia,

Nos., 768-2 are two copies of D'Arcy -Power's authoritative
life of Harvey, 1897, the second copy being grangerized, that is,
extra-illustrated with engravings relative to the subject and taken from
other books. This of course enhances the value of a work, but is

rather shocking to a conscientious bibliophile when he thinks how many

/‘\
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books have probably been mutilated to decorate one particular copy. The
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eiarious process is called after James Granger who collected engravings

in + 18t !
in the 18th century.

No., 773 is a separate copy of Osler's 1906 Harveian oration,
Gl oo 1 saated @ LR s Rl WA 3 hl3 sl
the Lrowun of lrutn, published in 1907, and re-published the next year in

Y " 1 v

the Alabama

i
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tudent volume under a different title, "Harvey and his

C

discovery",

Of no. 781, Curtis's work on Harvey, Osler wrote in a review,
"Nothing more illustrative of the very best scholarship has ever come

from the profession in America."

No. 789 is a reproduction in color of the diploma granted to
Harvey at Padua in 1608, which it is interesting to compare with the
later, even more ornate specimens, nos. 7540-5 on NA.Z. it is in a
case with a printed pamphlet by J. F. Payne, 1908. The Great Fire of

1666 destroyed Harvey's library with the College of Physicians, which

acguired his diploma later.

Herveian orations:- Osler's notes, printed on p. B3 of the

catalogue, are a good guide to these,

No. 839 is the rare page-for-page reprint, Nuremberg, 1790, of
the Restitution of Christianity by Servetus, 1568, Only two copies of the
original have survived, in Paris and Vienna. In a few sentences on p. 170
in the course of a theological argument he describes the lesser circulation,
for what used to be believed the first time, It is now known that a

similar description occurs in the works of an Arabic physician An-Nafis

)




in the 13th century, whom it is very improbabl® that Servetus could have
Known about., The work is signed at the end in print M. S. V., over the
date 1555, At the foot of that page (754) in the reprint is the date

1790 in print so small that it has often been misread. It was this work
which identified Servetus with the heretic that the Church had been looking
for for years and caused him to be burned by Calvin later in that same

year after months of imprisonment.

No. 840 is a German translation in 3 volumes, 1895-C,

A sort of Servetus-at-a-glance, a huge broadside, 28 x 20 inches,
too big to go anyvwhere but in the cupboard, might as well be described here,
Osler had about thirty copies printed in 1908 at the time when he was
writing his article on Servetus, The broadside, headed "The discovery of

the pulmonary circulation", consists of facsimiles of the title-page and

pp. 170-1 of the Vienna copy of the Restitutio, 1553, with an unauthentic

portrait of Servetus and a translation of the circulation passages and an
account of Servetus from Villis., We could not find a copy to catelogue

in Oxford end when I was in Geneva in 1920-2 the poor University librarian
sent me apologies aboutl every monfh for his inability to find the copy which
Osler had sent them. A big roll of paper, such as this, is very easy to
lose. There is no place to put it in a library. Our copy was catalogued

as no. 8388 it having taken me a year %o find it after I got the books out

to MeGill., It is framed and was hanging on the wall in one of the rooms

)

in the Dept. of Anatomy. Some copies, like ours, are signed with the pen

by Osler. The unsigned ones have caused a good deal of confusion and

~
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inguiry, specially some that have been cut up into more manageable

pleces!
No, 7765 is the very rarve original edition, 15681, of Servetus's
first vork ‘against the Trinity. The names of place and printer are

-

suppressed butr they are known to be Hagenau and J. Setzer., Too late to
get into its proper place in the catalogue, this was presented in 1924
by Leonard llackall, one of the chief authorities on Servetus and a man
who seemed to know everything about old books. Garrison called him

"Osler's bibliographic sleuth-hound". Ilackall

he

had lent this copy to
E. M, Vilbur who used it for a translation which he published about
1925 and which we have somehow never acguired! i missed & second-hand
copy in a catalogue the other day (Nov. 1950). Servetus put his real
name to this book but after its publication and when studying and

g medicine, he called himself Michael Villanovanus after his

birthplace in Northern Spain.

It is interesting to compare this with its counterfeit no. 841,
which was printed about 1721 for Georg Serpilius, a lutheran parson who

made a little money on the side by counterfeiting old books. Then
Osler wrote his essay on Servetus in 1908 he was under the impression
that this copy was an original and he reproduced its title-page as such.
The most striking distinguishing feature is the single horizontal
hyphen in the counterfeit. The original uses the double hyphen, which
is sloped in the large type of the title-page, and the 1721 type and

type-page are obviously larger.
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42 is a Dutch translation of 1620 bound in stiff, warped,

and unmanageable old vellum,

No. 844 bound, probably for Osler, in beautiful blue morocco by

Riviere is Servetus's little work, more strictly medical, on Syrups (ar

5

d
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gestion), the second edition, Venice, 1545; the firsi, extremely rare,

No. 845 is an 1880 reprint of his defense of asirology. The
original, of which itwo copies are known, mst have been printed before
March 1548 when Servetus was prosecuted for it by the Paris Faculty. He

came through unsinged, but found it convenient to move away from Paris,

(=

No., 846 in gold-tooled red morocco, is Calvin's Latin Defense
in which he tries to prove that heretics should be put to death and

makes a vain attempt to excuse his treatment of Servetus,

No. 847, in old vellum, ié Castelliion's Dissertation, refuting
Calvin's defense. Though thig was written in 1554; the year after
Servetus was burnt, it was not printed until this edition which is
tentatively dated 1612, place and printer unknown. Castellion, like
Praed's good vicar, held that
If a man's belief is wrong
It

will not be improved by burning.

No. 848 is a 1913 reprint of the French version, -~ "Rouen"
i
(probably Lyomns), llarch 1554, of Castellion's Ireatise on Heretics, [His
Latin version had appeared the same month, ostensibly printed at Magdeburg

e = PR

but really at Basel by Oporinus, with whom Castellion had worked as

~




corrector of the press in 1545 when the Fabrica of Vesalius vas being

printed. Castellion had been ousted from Ceneva shortly before that

by Calvin on account of his too liberal opinions,

No., 849, in its original vellum, is an answer by Calvin's
lleutenant Beza to the above treatise of Castellion. This answer was
A

printed at Geneva in 1554 by Robert Estienne (Stephamus) whose device,

an olive tree, has been cut from this title-page.

Nos, 850-% are three copies of two editions of an anonymous
work, which first appeared in Duteh in 1607, on "Certain notorious
Advancers of Heresie" including, of course, a picture and account of
Servetus. In nos. 851-2 it is appended to Alexander Ross's View of
all Religions. Ross, an Enzlish schoolmaster from Aberdeen, was an

cs

[

incorrigible controversialist who criticized not only religious heret
but scientific omes like S5ir Thomas Browne, Bacon and Harvey; see notes

to no, 4558-9, He became cheplain to Charies I and vicar of Cearisbrooke.,

found between the pages of his books,."

" A

No. 858 is an incomplete set of the very rare Nouveausx Mémoires

Artigny, the first six volumes, 1749-53, the seventh being

4y

missing; vols. 2 and 5 are of Servetus interest, The fly-leaf of vol. 1
has a note by the donor, lackall, on its rarity and written in his most

-

areful and ugusually legible hand.
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Nos, 884-6 are three articles by Henri Tollin, who

his French name, was a German parson and wrote extensively about Servetus

/\




\\—’\

by}

2 3V - T & ond hald ~L£ 41 1 41 o~ e e -
1n the dast halfl of the Lol cenlury.

N 3 ng

No. 867, #illis's "Servetus 7in", is still the authoritative
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Nos. 886-8 are three copies of Osler's paper on vervetus, which

a fine bit of writing with, as far as I ean make ouv, only a few

e
7]

inaccuracies such as seem to be inevitable in any writings about Servetus,
Alexander Gordon, the modern authority on Servetus, said of Osler's article

that it was valuable particularly for the pictures, which seemed to me to

be damning it with faint praise. No, 886 is the separately printed
Oxford Press copy which appeared at the end of 1909, The next two items
are bound copies of the reprint from the Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin

of January, 1910. All three copies contain interesting insertions,

no. 888 having photos of the very striking monument to Servetus which is
at Amnemasse, a suburb of Geneva, just over the French border. In 1803
the Genevans raised an expilatory monument to Servetus on the spot where he

was burned with an inscription acknowledging the debt the city owed to

]

i hda  Pana bl &3
€8s lis Tault than

Calvin, and pleading that this blot on his NENOTY Was
that of the age in which he lived (no. 876)., The Annemasse nonument shows
Servetus in prison in his filthly rags and half starved. This statue was
subscribed for by the anti-clericals in France who were much annoved when

the Genevans refused to accept it, whereupon the antis planted it a foot or

two outside the city.

=
&]
.
(0]
e}
|
[
[14))
4]

n account by Cuthbertson, the Idinburgh iibrarian,
of a very interesting imperfect copy of the Restitutio which may have been

gy

the actual one used by Calvin at the trial of Servetus.
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and then (also in English) in the Dutch medical

uile Hopkins bulletin, 1€
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earlier (no. 887). Osler did a lot for Hemmeter in Baltimore and

to hime I think he was born in Germany, but
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anyway he was very pro-German and afier the war he wrote for some Germ

Journal a very unpleasant obituary of Osler which shocked Hemmeter!

w

friends as well as Osler's, The next time I saw him, at a public dinner
in Baltimore about 1830, he came and took the seat beside me but I got

up and moved elsewhere, I forget now what he wrote about Osler and I

do not seem to have the reference.

No., 898 contains the "Servetus Notes® of

L

HMackall, which he

1111 : .1 Atad + 1 a7 n hig hirthdaw TEQO
contributed to the volumes presenied to Osler on his 70 birthday (noc. 3582).
Mackall made himself a real authority on Servetus as on many other

branches of bibliography. He was with me in Arts at Johns Hopkins and

one day I told him that Osler had asked me to #bok up about Lavater,

Mackall said, "I know about himjhe was a friend of Goethe", "Come along"
1 sa2id, and took him home. Thus began the association that made Carrison
call him Osler's bibliographic sleuth-hound, He was brought up in
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Vienna where his father was the American ambassador and after graduating
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he came

Sir

William recommended as editors of the catalogue, of which he recad and

criticized all the proofs. He had an extraordinary knowledge and

flair for rare books. I think I have told how he got us the one

Heligio lledici which the collection lacked, the 1688 Dutch edition of

the VWorks (no. 76794i)., He was president

the last,

visited him on his death-bed and asked how he was,
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the Bibliographiczl

When Dr, Fuliton

jo

groaned, "My a-- is sore" but then opened his eyes, recognized him,

end revised the crude fAnglo-Saxon thus, "Oh John, sorry! what I meant

to say was, 1 feel as if I had a folio lodged transversely in my rectum"l

He was always a jovial, entertaining fellow and a good friend,

which he also described the lesser circulation.

‘OV!

No. 898 is the third edition, 1572, of Colombo's Anatomy in

This editlon has the

dedication to Pope Paul IV and so must have been copied from the rare

first issue of the first edition, 1559, nearly all copies of which are

dedicated to his successor, Pius IV (cf. no. 897 on SE.8).

No. 899, in war-time cardboard binding, is a translation of the

harrowing vivisection chapters from Colombo with the addition of a typed

o

translation of the circulatory passages.,
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No. 901, in vellum which looks a bit dirty but not worn enough

4 ¥ - 5

Lo De oid, 1s the "Peripatetic questions", 1571, of Caesalpinus the

great botanist, This is one of his works on which the Italians base
their claim that he discovered the circulation., If he did, it made
singularly little impression on him, A printed copy of Osler's
illuminating notes on him is inserted here. For translations of

1

relevant passages he refers to Dalton and Flourens,

No. 902, also in vellum, is his pioneer work on Plants, which

also contains a reference to the circulation, A MS. note on the

w%)

title-page by G, B, Bassi says nhe bought it at Fossombrone for 10 silver

nmas . lhe difficulty about such price notes is how to determine the

o
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value of a certain coin at a certain time and at a certain place and then

to calculate its relative value in terms of modern money!

No, 910 is a MS. copy of the Italian Apologia, 1606, in defense

of Father Paul Sarpi, the doughty chempion of Venice in the Republic!s

fight against the Popels interdict. Serpi was popularly supposed to have

known something about the valves of the veins and the circulation of the

blood, but the claims have always been vague, He is chiefly famous for
his great history of the Council of Trent of which a translation, no. 911,
is on SE.S.

No. 916, in old vellum, is a little work on the heart, 1587,
by fudi. The "fervid imagination" of some patriotic Italians claims that

he taught Harvey the use of the valves of the veins.
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No. 919, in old leather with new back, is the famous Dialogue

by Galileo, Florence, 1632, the first edition, suppresse

&

. Ingerted at

2
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the end is a facsimile of an interesting sketch by Galileo in 1614 of his

nevwly discovered satellites of Jupiter, Osler notes that he bought this
copy in 1913 for 5 guineas. Recent prices seem erratic, {650, 1948, but

£275 in 1950.

! In his "Way of Life" Osler calls this one of the

w

reat books of science and mentions the vignette on the title-page "showing

& man digging in the garden with his face towards the earth on which the
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No. 981 is the first modern textbook on physiology, Descartes

on Man, bLeyden, 1662, This is the first edition, not published, thanks

5
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to his cauvion, until 1682 twelve years after his deatn, and in a latin

theme is man as a machine, and the illustrations, woodecut and engraved,
are interesting. The one of the heart here, opposite Pe 9, &8

"dissected" —— two flaps can be raised to.show the interior.
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This 1862 conv. in old o+3ff wall nd with Sir Charles Sherrinctanl
+11.5 100< CODPYy, 1n old stiff velilium, anda wita o1r Lharies ocherrington

name, 1888, on the title-page, was come by honestly, no doubt, though it is
not always safe to lend precious old books to an ardent colliector, no

matier how honest, When I was cataloguing the library Sherrington picked
this book off the shelf and brought it to me with a twinkle in his eye and

-
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told me he had lent it to W. O, in 1914, vhile waiting in the Jibrary

£

about 1916 he found it and saw that W, O, had written on the fly-leaf that
cherrington had given it to him in 1914, so, not having the heart to
disillusion him, he quietly wrote above Osler's inscription his own Latin

one acquiescing in the expropriation. It is a rare book and Sherrington

had never succeeded in getting another copy. I wanted to restore it to

him but he would not accept it, even for his life-time, It bears three
book-plates, in two different forms, of a James Scott, M.D,, so Sherrington,

whose middle mame is Scott, may have inherited it., It was apparently
acquired in Paris in 1820 for the equivalent of £2.6,.0. Sherrington, in
the B. i, J. of 9 July, 1949, tells of a similar incident in conmection

with the Macer Floridus herbal, no. 5100 (which see). One would be

inclined to think that this couldn't happen twice, but the dates of the

ct

inscriptions in no., 5100 bear out his statement, so it is not a question

of his 92-year-old memory against my youthful septuagenarien one,

~

No. 938 is the third edition, 1682, of DBoyle's "New experiments®

(6]

on air. There is a pencil note on the fly-leaf by Dr. J. F. Fulton, the

collector par excellence and bibliographer of Boyle and now a curator of

this library. In 1933 he kindly presented the 6 volumes of the 1772 edition
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the next book, no. 7085, purchased in 1937,is the first edition

o A, .. 1

of the Defence, 1662, in which Boyle formulated his famous law of the
reciprocal relation of volume and pressure of gases. No. 938 contains

the second edition of this Defence.

No. 939, in Osler' special browm calf gilt binding of his
Baltimore days, is Boyle's Physiological Essays., On pp. 107-8 he
expresses such faith in Sir Thomas Browne that he repeated an experiment

no less than three times in order (successfully) to verify his conclusions,

| ]

That alone, apart from any other consideration, would deserve the binding,

No. 941, is in a volume containing three of his theological
10 1 17 1- 4o 1 Q52 with -tl nA £ d'a 1T'se aosinet 11t Ama
works, lncluding no. 353, with title, "A free discourse against customary
Swearing", opposite which is the handsome engraved portrait of the

Hon. Robert
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No, 945, in a Riviere binding like no, 939, is

edition of the famous "Usefulness of experimental philosophy, 1663, of

i

4

which Osler wrote, "there is no work from which one can gain a better
1

idea of the state of medicine about the middle of the 17th century",

No. 947, on the Blood, 1684, is dated 1685/4 on the title-page,
which means that they were still uncertain whether the year begen on

Jan. 1lst or March 25th. This is "the most important of Boyle's medical

(1))

writings and may be said to mark the beginnings of physiological chemistry"
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(Fulton). A MS. guide which I have attached to the fly-leaf
illustrates Boyle's notorious sloppiness as author and editor. He was
too busy to bother about the arrangement or the completion of his

writings. He apologizes for having left this one far from finished.

The next four books are all in old brown, blind-tooled
leather with new backs:-
No. 949 on "Specifick" medicines and urging the use of simple
ones, is "a rare and little known tract" which entitles Boyle "to a

place among the principle contributors to medical science in the 17th

century’ (Fulton, Bibliography, p. 103).

No. 950, "Hydrostaticks", 1690, on specific gravity, is

physics rather than physic.

No. 951, a "General History of the Air", published posthumously

v

in 1692, sums up his conclusions and makes some shrewd guesses.

No. 952, the lledicinal Ixperiments, 1698-4, two parts in 1 vol.,
is an "astonishing collection of nostrums®, A third par

added in 1694 and is certainly not genuine,

No. 953 has been mentioned above with no. 941,
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his graduation thesis, 1667, reprinted in 1677, and here in this edition,

L

1679. The additional engraved title-page is most interesting, including
alsc an index to the various experiments, each item illustrated having the




e L uile 2 ¥ e experimenc 1s ChE L
1 A | Yy o f e i T L e e I g
Ol Ll ULl 3 L0l Le Sadie DAab 4SS UWilido
o . ata . .
Ol uWle 111 wvalcn 1s in

15 Cile Louruil

same plaite nas been use

woo, apparentdy, uie

A7 reRT ey sy A e e Wit the Aage mumbers referyi e + L1
one ar's aiver 1T Wwas engravea, bDUT wie pafge nunoers reierring Lo une

- +hha

been altered to conforn, In each case the name of
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vne publisher has also been changed., Haller said of th

nothing like it had appeared up to that time either in the vherlands
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No, 961 is the original VOT'K on
Insects, 1669, On' the back of the title-page he quotes in Latin a
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on Generation,
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no. 714, on the 16th page of the preface,

advice is given by Harvey
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No. 962

good advice,

=
(@]
.
G
R
[ 8
w
€
3
-
D
5
[
H
2]
ct
D
(o)
-
P
-
]
=
O
rh
e}
fa]
@
o
r
i
)
[41]
2]
O
5]
Ccr
Q
o
b
It
Q
=
45}

treatises in the whole range of biological literature" (Cole), It is

H
(<]
w




rhact drmrnartars~ VamT ot e ok L 41 b A ot R = L et S hands o
adignesv lmporitance cdeal witn The maj] -:.1}’, the other %00 pages constitute

" . £ T P B T e dacel F e -l o -3
one of the earliest attempts to found a school of natural

fluence of Antoinette Bourignon, the

Pasmndd n  wwls D= b A Tadws Do & + = e o alad 3
ranavic who diverted him from science. 1t is translated
a3 e men b o ol ek 23 2 -~ Q2 A aR & o) o
senviments omitted in no. 964 on SE. 6. Colels

aly [ - T v T R