






j 

l 

McGILL 
UN IVER­
S I TY~ 
LIBRARY 







EYELllNA. 

OR 

TRE HISTORY OF 

A YOUNG LADY's Ir TRODUCTIO ... 

TO THE WORLD; 

WITH SOME ACCOU 'I' Ol1' THE AUTHOR 

A l\'EW EDITION-IN TWO VOLl':l!ES 

"VOL. I 

1!onb.on 

Printed by Han,ard, jun. Peterborough-court, Fleet-1heet 

FOR W, LOWNDES, 38, REDFORD STREET 
.Al'iD LONC:\JAN, HURST, REES, on,rn Al'iD BROWN, 

39, PAT1:nxos11-:n now. 

1 8 1 4., 





l\1ADA:\1E D' AllBLA Y. 

J,'RA~CES, eldest daughter of CnARELS Bun­
NEY, Doctor of Music aucl Fellow of the Royal 
Society, a Gentleman whose relatives are juslly 
celebrated both for their natural endowments and 
acquired accomplishments ; at 17 ) cars of age, 
'M"Ote EvELI:-.CA, which was £nt pnblishcd anony­
mously, but soon as its intrim,ic meril engaged 
attenliou, the Doctor, though not generally ap­
proving of fic;titious adventures, procured a copy 
for his daughters, then on a visit to the family of 
Mr. Crisp, at Chessington Hall near Kingston, in 
Sorry, where this no, cl is reported to ham been 
composed: upon reading the book, such commenda­
tions were bestowed upon iL by all parties, that th~ 
young lady, o-rnrcome wilh delight, affectionately 
threw lie1· arms round her father's neck and avowed 
l1erself the author. 

Miss Bt:RWEY, no,v MADA11n: D'An:<iLAY, has 
such au arnrsion to eHry kind of publicity, and so 
few passages of her lifo are geucrall y known, that 
the gossipping anec<lote l1unters, desirous of being 
thou~·ht posse scd of a sccrc:t, have fabricated and 
e,·cn printed idle fictions relati\'e to Evelina; one 
.,f the Lad) 'Ii Biographers also couscienliousl;r 
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MADAME D'ARBLAY. 

nffects, " Not to feel al liberty to search for ancc­

" dotes which might gratify curiosit), or en<lca,our 

"to detail the e,enls of a life which e,ery admirer 

" of genius will wish prolonged to mauy succeed­

" ing Jears." 

Ev.ELI • A, certainly the most plea!>ing and natural 

of this LadJ's works, was pnbh~hcd in the JCar 

1778, at which period • Ii ss Burney grcall y resem­

bled the amiable and charming character attributed 

to her heroine. Ci:c1 LIA, wl1crein Dr. Johnson was 

thought to ham supplied the character of c\lbany, 

is by many esteemed the best production, though 

somewl1at too prolix. This mel with much greater 

success than its prcdccesso1· in point of sale, and 

came out in 1782, near which period the Author 

was appointed lo a ·ituation ahout the Queen, that 

in the course of a few years ill-health compelled her 

to resign. In 179J appeared a small tract, entitled 

" Brief Ucflections rclatirn to the Emigrant [~rench 

" Clergy, earaeslly submitted lo the humane con­

" sideralion of the Ladies of Great Ilritain, by the 

" Anlhor of Ernlina and Cecilia." In 1795, a 

tragedy, called EnwY and ELGI\'A, written by 

l\ladarne D'Arblay, was rcprescule<l one night at 

Drury Lane witliout i-nccess, the fault lying in the 

excessive length of lhe speeches. After Miss Bur­

ney had resigned her place al Court, she, on a ,·isit 

to the family of the late .Mr. Crisp at Chessing'lon, 

became acquainted with Monsieur Alexander D'Ar~ 



bay, a Frencb gentleman, to whom she was ~arried 

011 Jnly 28th 1793, at Iickleham Church; :\ladamo• 

D'.\rbla.y next fo·ed a retired life in a neat cottage ' 

near Bookharn, stiled Camilla Lodge, built under 

the direction of her hushauJ upon the estate of l\fr. 

Locke of ·orbury, and with the daughters of that 

gentleman empl-oyed some of her leisure hours in 

faury works, afterwards disposed of at Lealherheau 

:Fair for the benefit of the poor. Ju this retirement 

J1er tragedy and CA:IIILLA were written, for some 

of the personages in which n°'·el , lr. Locke'is 

family is believed lo have furnished models, the 

Rev. l\1r. TyrolJ lo he sketched from Dr. Burney, 

and some trait~ of her own nali,·e benevolence 

seem recorded. in Camilla. The last mentioned 

book was published in 1796, prefaced by one o! 

the largest snb~criptions upon record. 

Tn the year 1802, Monsieur and Madame D'Ar­

blay went to reside in France, from whence she 

is lately returned with her son, to superintend the 

publicatio:1 of a fourth novel, entitled " The 

"\V .A~DERl·.R; or, Female Difficulties. In .5 vols, 

" 12mo." The Compiler of this account is unable 

to conclude beller than by inserting ~Irs. Barbauld'& 

Criticism on Evelina, with the opinions of the Month­

ly and Critical Re,icwers on its lirsl appearance. 

" E\-ELINA became at once a fashionable novel: 

" there are c,·en those ,-vho still prefer it to Cecilia, 

"' l11ough that preference is probably owing to tlm 



" partiality inspired by a first performance, Evelina 
"is a young lady, amiable and inexperienced, who 

" is continually getting into difficulties from not 
" knowing or not observing the established eti­
" quettes of society, and from being unluckily con­
" necled wilh a number of vulgar characters, by 

" whom she is involved in a series of adventure11 
" both ludicrous and mortifying, Some of these 

" are certainly carried to a very extravagant ex­
" cess, particularly the tl'icks played upon the poor 
"' Frenchwoman ; but the fondness for humour, and 
" low humour, which Miss Burney discovered in 

" this piece, runs through all her subsequent works, 
" and strongly characterizes, sometimes perhaps 
" blemishes, her genius. Lord Orville is a generou~ 
" and pleasing lover ; aud the conclusion is so 

" wrought, as to leave upon the mind that glow of 
•• happiness which is not found in l1er subsequent 
" works. TJ1e meeting between Evelina and her 
" father is pathetic. The agonizing remorse and 
" perturbation of the man who is about to see, for 
" the first time, his child whom lie had deserted, 
" and whose mother had fallen a sacrifice to his 
" unkindness : the struggles between the affection 
" which impels him towards her, and the dread lie 
" feels of seeing in her the image of l1is injured 
" wife ; are described with many touches of nature 
" and strong effeet.-Ol11er characters in the piece 
" are, Mrs. Selwyn, a wit and an oddity; a gay in­
,, »olcmt baronet; a iroup of vulgar cits; a numbei;-



ADA fE D'ARBLAY. 
" of young bucks, , ·hose coldness, carelcssne~s-, 
" rudenet- , and impcrlinent !.,"llllantry, sen e a a 
" foil Lo the dclicale attention: of Lord Orville. 

pon the whole, Evelina greatly pleased; and 
" the interest the publir. Look in lhe young writer 
" was re,,arded ~ ith fresh pleasnri> hy tlw pu blica­
" tion of Cecilia, lhau wl1ich i.t would he difficult 
" to find a no, cl with more vario11s aud strikiug 
" beauties." British Norelists, Vol. 38. 

"Tin To,·el has gh-en us so much plea. ure in 
" the perusal, Lhat we do nol hesitate to pron,1unce 
." it one of the most sprightly, ente1·tai11ing and 
" agreeable productions of this kind, which has of 
" late fallen under our uolice. A great rnricty of 
"nalnral incidents, some oflhe comic stamp, render 
" Lhe narrati,e e lremely intcrestin~. The cha­
" raclers, which are agreeabl) din•rsified, are con­
" ceived and drawn with propriety, and supported 
"with spirit. 'lhe wl10le is nrillen with great ease 
" and command of language. From Lhis coin­
" meudation, howeicr, \,e must C'Ccepl the charao­
" ter of a son of 1\Tcptune, ,,lwse manners are rather 
" those of a rough, uuedncated country 'squire 
" than those of a genuine sea-captaiu." 

111onthly Rei iew, Ap, il 1778. 
" Tn1~ p rformancc descn·es no common praise, 

" whether we consider it in amoral or literar.) light, 
" It would have disgraced neither the hca<l nor the 
H Jieart of Richa1 dson.-Th father of a family, oh-
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" 9erving the knowledge of tl1e world and the les• 

" sons of experience which it contains, will recom• 

" mend it to his daughters ; they will weep, and 

" (what is not so commonly the effect of novels) 

" will Jaugl1, and grow wiser, as they read; the ex­

" perienced motlier will derive pleasure and hap­

" piness from being present at its reading; even 

" the sons of the family will forego the diversions of 

" tl1e Lown or the field to pursue the enterL'linment 

" of Evelina's acquaintance, who will imperceptibly 

"lead tl1em, as well as their sisters, to improve· 

" ment and to virtue. 

" The Author of th!s amusing and instructive 

ovel, possessing many of Richardson's merits, 

" labours also under one of his principal fau1ts. 

" The gold is in some places beat out considerauly 

" too fine. The second volume desenes few of tl1e 

" solid praises whicl1 we with pleasure lJestow on 

"the first and third•. The Roman Sibyl,after she 

" had l>urnt part oflier work, still persis1ed in de­

" mantling the same price for what remained ; we 

" should set a l1igl1er value upon tl1is performance 

" had the writer made it shorter-but pcrl1aps, as 

., Swift said of a long letter, ' lie Lad not time.'" 

Critical Revieu,, September 1778. 

• E olina was originaJly in three volumes. 



To 

OH, Author of my heing !-far more dear 
To me titan light, than nourishment, or rest, 

Hygeia's blessings, Rapture's burning tear, 
Or the life-blood that mantles in my breast! 

Ifin my l,eart tl1e love of Virtue glows, 
"l'was planted there by an unerring rule; 

From thy example the pure flame arose, 
Thy life, myprecept,-thy good wor1.s, my school. 

Could my weak pow'rs tl,y num'rous virtues trace, 
By filial love each fear should be repress'd ; 

The blush of Incapacity I'd cl1ace, 
And stand, Recorder of thy worth, confcss'd: 

But since my niggard stars that gift refuse, 
Concealment is the only boon J claim; 

Obscure be still the unsuccessful Muse, 
\Yho cannot raise, but would not sink, llry fame, 

Oh! of my life at once the source and joy! 
If e'er thy eyes these feeble lines su,.vey, 

Let not their folly tl1eir intent destroy; 
Accept the trihute-but forget the lay. 





TO THE 

AUTHORS 

OF THE 

J.IOXTHLY AND CRITICAL REVIEWS. 

GENTLE..IEN, 

T1rn liberty which I take in addressing to you 
the trifling production of a few idle hours, 
will doubtle s move your wonder, and proba~ 
hly your contempt. 1 will not, however, with 
the fotility of apologies, intrude upon your 
time, but briefly acknowledge the motives of 
my temerity; lest, hy a premature exercise 
of that patience which I hope will befriend 
me, I should lessen it benevolence, and b~ 
accessary to my own con<lemnation. 

Without name, without recommendation, 
and unknown alike to succe s and disgrace, 
to whom can I so properly apply for patron­
age, as to those who publicly profess them­
selves Inspectorsofall literary performances r 



viii DEDICATION. 

The extensive plan of your critical observa­
tions,-which, not confined to works of uti­
lity or ingenuity, is equally open to those of 
frivolous amu ement,--and, yet worse than 
frivolous dullness,-encourages me to seek 
for your protection, since,-perhaps for my 
sins !-it intitles me to your annotations. 
To resent, therefore, this offering, however 
insignificant, would ill become the univer­
sality of your undertaking; though not to 
despise it may, alas ! be out of your power. 

The language of adulation, and the incense 
of flattery, though the natural inheritance, 
and constant resource, from time immemo­
rial, of the Dedicator, to me offer nothing but 
the wistful regret that I dare not invoke 
their aid. Sinister views would be imputed 
to all I could say ; since, thus situated, · to 
extol your judgment, would seem the effect 
of art, and to celebrate your impartiality, 
be attributed to suspecting it. 

As magistrates of the press, and censors for 
the public,-to which you are bound by the 
sa-cred ties of integrity to exert the most spi­
rited impartiality,and to whichyoursuffrages 
should carry the marks of pure, dauntless, ir­
refragable truth-to appeal for your .MERCY, 

were to solicit your dishonour; and there­
fore,-though 'tis sweeter than frankincense, 
-more grateful to the senses than all the 
odorous perfumes of Arabia,-and though 

It droppeth like the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the pla~e beneath,--
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I court it not! to your ju tice alone I am in­
titlcd, and by that I must abide. Your en­
gagerne nts are not to the r-,upplicating au­
thors ; but to the candid public, which will 
not fail to crave 

'l'he penally aud forfeil of your bond. 

To hackneyed writer, inured to abu e, and 
callou • to criticism, here hrave • your everi­
ty ;-neither does a half-starved garretteer, 

Oblig'd by hunger-and request of friends-, 

•I implore your lenity: your examination will 
be alike unbia ed by partiality and preju­
dice :-no refractory murmuring will follow 
your ccrn,ure, no private interest be gratifi­
ed by your praise. 

Let not the an. ious solicitude with which 
I recommend myself to your notice, expo e 
me to your derision. lt member, Gentle­
men, you were all young writers once, and 
the most experienced veteran of your corps 
may, by recollecting his tirst publication, re­
nonlte his fir!:->t terrors, and learn to allow 
for mine. 1:or though Courage i one of the 
noblest virtues of thi nether phere; and 
though scarcely more requisite in the field 
of battle, to guard the fighting hero from 
disgrace, than in the private commerce of 
the world, to ward off that littleness of oul 
which lead~, by ~teps imperceptible, to all 
the ba e train of the inferior pas ions, and 
by which the too timid mind is betrayed 
into a servility derogatory to the dignity of 
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human nature; yet is it a virt~e of n~ ne­
cessity in a situation such as mme; a ~it~a­
tion which removes, even from cowardice it­
self, the sting of ignom~ny ;--for s_urelyt~at 
courao-e may easily be dispensed with, which 
would° rather excite disgust than admiration! 
Indeed, it is the peculiar privilege of an au­
thor, to rob terror of contempt, ..;.nd pusilla­
nimity of reproach. 

Here let me rest-and snatch myself, while 
I yet am able, from the fascination of EGO­

TISM ;-a monster who has more votaries 
than ever did homage to the most popular 
deity of antiquity; and whose singular gua­
lity is, that while he excites a blind and in­
voluntary adoration in almost every indivi­
dual, his influence is universally disallowed, 
his power universally contemned, and his 
worship, even by his followers, never men­
tioned but with abhorrence. 

In addressing you jointly, I mean but to 
mark t~e. generous sentiments by which li­
beral criticism, to the utter annihilation of 
envy, jealousy, and all selfish views, ou<Yht 
to be distinguished. 

0 

l have the honour to be, 
GENTLEMEN, 

Your most obedient 
Humble Servant, 

*** ****~ 



PREFACE. 

I J tl1e republic of letters, there i8 no member of 

such inferior rank, or who i11 so much disdained by 

l1is brethren of the quill, as the humble ovelist: 

_nor is his fate less hard in the world at large, since, 

among the wl1ole class of writers, perhaps not one 

can be namc1l of which the yotaries are more nu­

merous but less respectable. 

Yet, while in the annals of those few of our 

predecessors, to whom this species of writing is in­

<lchled for hcing sa,ed from contempt, and rescued 

from depravity, we can trace sucl1 names as Rous­

seau, Johnson•, l\farivaux, Fielding, Ricliardson, 

and Smollet, no man need blush at starling from 

the same post, tl1ough many, nay, most men, may 

sigh al finding themseh-es distanced. 

'l'he following lellers are presented to the Puhlie 

-for such h) nornl writers, novel readers will be 

called,-with a, cry singular mixture of timidity and 

• However superior the capacities in which 

these great writers dcsene to be considered, they 

must pardon me that, for the dignity of my subject, 

I l1ere rank the authors of Rasselas and Eloiso as 

ovelisls. 
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confidence, resulting from the peculiar situation of 
the editor; who, though trembling for their success 
from a consciousness of their imperfections, yet fears 
not being involved in their disgi-ace, while happily 
,vrapped up in a mantle of impenetrable obscurity. 

To draw characters from nature, though not from 
life, and to mark the manners of the times, is the 
attempted plan of the following letters. For this 
purpose, a young female, educated in the most SC• 
eluded retirement, makes, at the age of seventeen, 
he•r first appearance upon the great and busy stage 
of life ; with a , irluous minrl, a cultivated under­
slanrling, and a feeling heart, her ignorance of tbe 
forms, and inexperience in the maimers of the world, 
occasion all the little incidents which these volumes 
record, and which form the natural progression of 
the life of a young woman of obscure birth, but 
conspicuous beauty, fo1· tlie first six months after 
l1er Entrance into the 1l'orld. 

Perhaps, were it possible to elrect the total ex­
tirpation of no, cls, our young ladies in general, and 
boarding-school damsels in particular, might p1·ofit 
from their annihilation; but since the distemper they 
have spread seems incuraLle, since their contagion 
bids defiance to the mediciue of ath·ice or reprehen­
sion, and since they are found lo hafilc all the mental 
art of physic, save what is prescribed hy the slow 
regimen of Time, and hiller diet of Experience ; 
aurely all attempts to contribute Lo the number or 
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tho \\hicb may be read, if not witb adl·antage, at 

•least without injury, ought ral11er lo be encouraged 

than conlemned. 
Let me, therefore, prepare for disappointment 

tl10 e ·ho, in the perusal of these sl1eet , enlertain 

the gcnlle e. pectalion of being transported to the 

fantastic reofons of Romance, where icliou is 

coloured by all the gay tinls of luxuriom,1 Im gi­

iation, wher Reason is an outcast, and where the 

sublimity of Lhe Jfarvellous reject all aid front 

sober Probability. The heroine of these memoirs, 

young, artless, and inexperienced, is 

" o faullless Monsler that the world ne'er ~aw ;'' 

lmt the offspring of a.lure, and of ature in her 

simplest attire. 
In all Lhe Arts, the value of copies can only be 

proportioned lo the scarcity of originals : among 

sculptors and painters, a fine statue, or a beautiful 

picture, of some great master, may deservedly em­

ploy the imilalirn talents of younger and inferior 

arlists, that their appropriation lo one spol may not 
wholly prevent the more general expansion of their 

excellence ; but, among authors, the reverse is the 

ea e, since Lhe noblest productions of lilerature are 

alm~st equally attainable wilh the meanest. In 

• books, therefore, imilatiou cannot be shunned too 

lledulonsly; for tl1e yery perfection of a model 

which is frequently seen, serves bul more forcibly 

to mark Lhe inferiority of a copy. 
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To avoid what is commou, without adoptia~ 
what is unnatural, must limit the ambition of tho 

1•ulgar herd of authors: however zealous, therefore, 
my veneration of the great writers I have men­
tioned, however I may feel myself enlightened by 

the knowledge of Johnson, charmed with the elo­

quence of Rousseau, softened by the pathetie 
powers of Richardson, and exhilarated by the wit 
of Fielding, and humour of SmoJlet ; I yet presume 
not to altempt pursuing the same ground which 
they have tracked; whence, though they may hav-, 

cleared the weeds, they have also culled the 

flowers; and, though they ha,,e rendered the path 
plain, they have left it barren. 

The candour of my readers I have not the imper­

tinence to doubt, and to their iudulg·cnce I am sensi­
ble I have no claim; I liave, therefore, only to in­
treat, that my own words may not pronounce my 
condemnation; and that what I have here ventured 
to say in regard to imitation, may be understood as 
it is meant, in a general sense, and not be imputed 
to an opinion of my own 01·iginality, which I have 
not the vanity, the folly, or the blindness, to en­
tertain. 

,vhalever may be the fate of these letters, tl1s 

editor is satisfied they will meet with justice; and 
commits them to the press, though hopeless of fame, 
yet not regardless of censure. 

-o-



EVELIN A 

LEITER I. 
LADY HOWARD TO THE REV. lllR. VILLARS. 

[Howard Grove, Kent. 
C1'\ any thing, my good 8ir, Le more painful to 
a friendly mind, than a nrcessily of commu11icaling 
disagreeable intelligence? Indeed, it is sometimes 
ditlicult to determine, whether the rclator or Lh.! 
recei, er of eril Litlin~·s is most to be pitied. 

1 ha,e just had a letter from .\fa.dame Durnl; sJ10 
is Lolall) at a loss in what manner lo Ld1aH~; sho 
seems desirous Lo repair the wTong-s .,lw has done, 
Jet wi bes the world to belie, e her blameless. Sho 
would fain cast upon another the odium of lhoso 
misfortunes fur "hich she alone is answcrablP. Her 
letter is I iolcnt, somelim('S ahusirn, and that CJf 
you !-you, to whom she is under obli;ations which 
are greater e, en than her fau lls, but lo ,, hose ad­
' ice she wickedly imputes all the sufferings of her 
much injured daughter, the late Lady Uelmonl. 
The chief purport of her writing I will acquaint 
yon with; the letter itself is not worthy _your notice. 

She tells me that she has, for many Jc?ars pa t, 
been in continual c_ pectation of making a _:1,urnuy 
to England, which pre, cntcd }•er Wl'iting for infor­
mation concerning this melancholy suhject, by 
giving her hopes of uakiug personal inquiries; 
uut family occurrences ha,e still detained her in 
France, "-hieh country she now sees no prospc<'t 
uf quitting. SLe has, therefore, lately ui;4,;u her 

,·oL. 1. B ' 
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utmost endeavours to obtain a faithful account of 

whatever related to her ill-advised daughter; the 

result of which gh·ing her some reason lo appre­

hend, that, upon her death-bed, she bequeathed 

an infant orphan Lo the world, she most graciously 

says, that if you, with whom she understands the 

cl1ild is placed, will procure authentic proofs of 

its relationship to her, you may send it to Paris, 

where sl1e will properly pro"icle for it. 
This woman is undoubtedly, at le11gtl1, self-con­

victed of her most unnatural behaYiour: it is evi­

dent, from her writing, tl1at she is still as n1lgar and 

illiterate as when her first husband, .Mr. Ernlyn, had 

the ,Yeakness to marry her; nor does she at all apo• 

logize for addressing herself lo me, though I was 

only once in her company. 
· Her letter has excited in my daugl1Ler l\Iirran, a 

strong desire to be informed of the moti,cs which 

induced Madame Dun] to abandon the unfortunate 

Lady Belmont, at a time when a mother's protec­

tion was peculiarly necessary for her peace and 

l1er reputation. Notwithstanding I was ver~onally 

acquainted with all the parties concerned in that 

affair, the subject always appeared of too delicate 

a nature to be spoken of with the principals; I 
cannot, therefore, satisfy l\lrs. l\1irvan otherwise 

ihan by applying to you. 
By saying that you may send the child, l\ladame 

• Duval aims at cmfcrring, where she most ou·es obli­

gation. I preteml not lo gi, e you advice; JOU, to 

whose generous protection this helpless orphan is 

indebted for e,·ery thiug, are the best and only 

judge of what she ought lo do; but I am much 

concerned al the trouble and ur:easiness which this 

11uworthy woman may occasion you . 
.My daugl1ler and my grandchild join with me 

in desiring' to be most kindly remembered to the 

amiable gid; and they bid me remind you, that 
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U1e annual visil to Howard Grore, wl1ich we were 
formerly promised, lms been discontinued for more than four years. 

I am, dear Sir, "ith grcal regard, 
Your most obedient friend and scr.ant, 

l\1.HOWARD. 

LE1TER II. 
MR, VILLARS TO LADY HOWARD, 

[Berry-Hill, Dorsetshire. 
YOUR Ladyship did but too well fore~ce the per­
plexity and uneasiness of which .Madame Dmal's 
letter Jias been producli, e. Hower er, I ought ra­
the1· to be tliankful that I ham so many years re­
maiue<l unmolested, than repine at my present em­
barrassment; since it pro\'es, at least, that this 
wretched woman is at length awakened to re1:10r e. 

In regard to my answer, I must lmmbly request 
your LadJship Lo write to this effect: " That I 
wonld not, upon any account, intentionally offend 
1\Iaclame Dunl; but that I ha,e weighly, nay un­
answcrahle rea:ons for detaining- her grand-daughter 
at present in England; the principal of which is, 
that it was the earnest desire of one to whose will 
i;he owes implicit duly. Iadame Duval may be 
asr;ured, that she meets with tl1e utmost atte11Lio11 
and tenderness; that her education, ]1owernr short 
of my wi ·hes, almost exceeds my abilities; and I 
Haller myself, when the Lime arrives tl1at she shall 
pay her duly to her grand-mother, Madame Dm al 
will find no reason to be di satisfied with what has been done for her." 

Your Ladyship · will not, I am sure, he surpriseJ 
at this ans,,cr. Madame Du,al is by no means a 
proper companion or guardian for a young- woman: 
sae is at once uncclucateJ and unprinci1>led; un-
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gentle in temper, and unamiable in her mann~rs. 
I ham lono- known that she has persuaded herself 
to harbou/'an aversion for me-1.J"nhappy woman! 
I can only reo-ard her as an object of pity! 

I dare not l1csilate at a request from Mrs. Mir• 
-van; yet, in complying with it, I r,ha11, for her 
own sake, be as concise as I possibly can; since the 
cruel transactions which preceded Lhc birth of my 
ward, can afford no entertainment to a mind so 
humane as her's. 

Your Ladyship may probably l1ave heard, that 
I had the honour lo accompany Mr. Evelyn, the 
grandfather of my JO•mg charge, w!icn upon his 
travels, in the capacity of a tutor. His unhappy 
marriage, immediately upon his return lo England, 
with Madame Duval, then a waiting-girl at a tavern, 
contrary to the ad,·ice and intreatics of all his 
friends, among whom I was myself the most urgent, 
induced him to abandon his natirn land, and fix 
his abode in France. Thither he was followed by 
shame and, repenlance; feelings which his heart was 
not framed to support; for, notwithstanding he 
had been too weak to resist the allurements of 
beauty, which ualure, though a niggard to her of 
every other boon, had with a lavish hand lJestowed 
on his wife; yet he was a young man of excellent 
cha1·acler, and, Lill thus unaecountahly infatuated, 
of unblemished eonduct. He survi,ed this ill­
judged marriage but two years, Upon his death­
bed, with an unsteady hand, he wrote me the fol­
lowing note: 

" My friend, forget your resentment, in fa,•our 
of your hnmaniLy ;-a father, trembling for the 
welfare of his child, beqncathes her to your carc.­
O Villars ! hear! pity! and reliern me!" 

Had my circumstances permitted me, I should 
Lave answered these words by an immediate jour­
ney to Paris ; but I was obliged to act by the 



EVELINA 5 
ag-cncy of a friend, who was upon L11c spot, and 
present al the opening of the will. 

l\Ir. E, el yn left to me a legacy of a thousand 
pounds, and the sole guardianship of his daugl1Ler's 
JJCrson till her eighteenth year; conjuring me, in 
the most affecting terms, lo lake the charge of her 
education till she was able to act with propriety 
for herself; but, in regard to fortune, he left her 
, holly dependant on her mother, lo whose lcnder­
nc~s he earnestly recommended her. 

Thus, though he would not, to a woman low­
l1rcd aud illiberal as ~lrs. E,elyu, trust the conduct 
a11d morals of his daughter, he ne,erlheless thought 
proper to secure lo her the respect and duty which, 
from her own child, were certainly her due; but, 
unl1appily, it ne,·er occurred lo him that the mo­
ther, on her part, could fail in affection or jus­
tice. 

1\Iiss E,clyn, Madam, from the second to the 
eighteenth JCar of her life, was brought up under 
my care, and, e.·ccpt when at school, under my 
roof. I need not weak to your Lad)ship of the 
,·irlues of that excellent young creature. She loved 
me as her father; nor was Mrs. Villars less ,alued 
lJy her; while to me i:he became so dear, that 
her loss was little less affiicting than that which I 
have since sustained of ,1rs. Villars herself. 

At that period of her life we parted; her mother, 
tlien married to Ionsieur Dmal, sent for her to 
Paris. How often ha, e I since rcgrclled that I diu 
not accompany her thither! Protected and sup­
ported lly me, ll1e misery and disgrace which await­
ed her might perhaps haYe been al'oided. But, to 
be hrief-:\ladame Dun], al the instigation of her 
husband, earnestly, or i-ather tyrannically, endea­
voured lo effect an uuion between liss Ernh-n 
and one of his nephews. And, when she found l;er 
11owcr inadequate lo her attempt, enra~cd at b~r 
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non-compliance, she treated her wilh the groi'\sest 
unkindness, and lhreatcncd her with poverty and 
ruin. 

Miss E"clyn, to whom wrath and ·violence liad, 
hitherto been slrangcrs, soon grew weary of such 
usage; and rashly, aucl without a witness, consent• 
ed to a prirnte marriage with Sir John Belmont, a. 
very profligate young man, who lmd but too sue• 
cessfully found means to insinuate himself into her 
favour. He promised to conduct l1er to England 
-he did.-O, Madam, you know the rest!-Dis­
appointed of the fortune he expected, by the in­
exorable rancour of the Dm als, he infamously burnt 
the certificate of their marriage, and denied tliat 
they had ever been united. 

She flew to me for · protection. "\-Vitl1 wliat mix­
ed transports of joy ancl anguish did I again see her I 
By my advice, she endea, oured to procure proofs 
of her marriage-but in ,ain; her credulity had 
been no match for his art. 

Every body believed her innocent, from the guilt­
Jess tenor of l1er unspotled youth, and from the 
known libertinism of her barbarous betrayer. Yet 
l1er sufferings were too acute for her tender frame; 
and the same moment that ga\e birth to her infant, 
put an end at once to the sorrows and the life of its 
mother. 

The rage of Madame Durnl at her elnpement, 
abated not while this injured , ictim of cruelty yet 
drew breath. She probably intended, in time, to 
barn pardoned lie1·; but time was not allowed. 
"\Vhen she was informed of l1er death, I haye been 
told, that the agonies of grief and remorse, with 
which she was seized, occasimwd her a severe fit of 
illness. But, from the time of her rec°'ery to the 
date of her letter to your Ladyship, I had ne er 
heard that she manifested any desire to be madit 
acquainted with the circumstances whioh attended 
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tl1e death of Lady Belmout, and tl1e birth of her 
hclple8s child. 

That child, :\Iadam, shall newr, while life is Jent 
me, know the los~ she has su~lained. I ha,·e che­
rished, succoured, and sn11porlcd her, from her ear­
liest iufanc.,· lo her si-,..tcenlh year; and so amply 
l1a!-.. lie ITpaid my care and afle ·Liun, that my fond­
est wi.-h is now cir~nm. cribed by the desire of he• 
i;towin her on one w 10 ma • be .ensible of her 
worth, and lhen sinkin~ to el~rnal re t in her arms. 

Thu il has h. ppcned, that the education of the 
father, dai •hler, nml grand-daughter, has <le,ohed 
on me. That infinile mii;er_} ha, e 1hc two first 
c used me! Should the fale of the ,k r sunn:or 
he crprnlly adrnrse, how wretched will he the end 
of my cares-the .end of my cfoys ! 

Hren hail fadarne Durnl merited tl1e cliarge 
sl1e cl: im , I fe:ir my fortitude woulcl have been 
un qnal to such a partiug; but, being such as she 
i , 11ot only my aflection, hut my humanity, recoils 
at the barbarous idea of deserting the saC"red trust 
ropo. cd in me. Indeed, I could but ill support her 
former . ·ear y vi ·its to the rcsrecta ,le mansion at 
Howar,l Gro,·e: pardon me, dear Iadam, and do 
110L think me in. en:ihle of the honour which your 
Lady hip's condescension conft rs upon u • hoth; 
but so dccil is tl.ie impression which the misfortunes 
of her mother have made on my heart, that sl1e 
does uot, oven for a moment, quit my ·ight, , ·ith­
oul exciting apprehensions and terrors which al­
most o,erpower me. Snch, Madam, is my len<lc1·­
ne. s, and . uch my weakness !-But sho is the only 
tie I ha, e upon earth, and I trust lo your Ladyship's 
goodnc . not to judge of my feelings with SCHrity. 

I beg lea,e to present my humble respects to 
Irs. and illi.ss Mirvan; and have the honour to he, 

lad:1.m, your Ladphip's most ol,cdicnt 
and most humble scrrant, 

ARTHUR V1LLARS. 
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LETTER Ill. 
tWritten some months after the Inst,) 

LADY HOWARD TO THE REV, i\IR, \'ILLARS, 

Dear and Rev. Si1·, [Howard Grove, Murch 8. 
Youn last letter ga,e me infinite pleasure: after iro 
long and tedious an i1luess, how grateful to your• 
11clf and to your friends must be :your returning 
l1ealth ! You lia, e the hearty wishes of e,·ery in­
dividual of this place for its continuance and in­
crease. 

\-Vill you not tl1ink I take advantage of your ac• 
knowledged recovery, if I once more venture to 
mention your pupil and Howard Grove together? 
Yet you must remember the patience with which we 
11mbmilled to your desire of not parting with her 
during tl1e bad stale of your health, lho' it ,vru; with 
Jnuch reluctance we forbore to solicit her company. 
My grand-daughter, in particular, has scarce been 
able to repress her eagerness to meet again the 
friend of her infancy ; and, for my own part, it is 
'\·cry strongly my wish to manifest the regard I had 
for the unfortunate Lady Belmont, by proving ser­
viceable to her child; which seems to me tl1e best 
respect tl1al can be paid to her memory. Permit 
Jne, therefore, to lay before you a plan which Mrs. 
l\Iirrnn and 1 ha"\e formed, in consequence of your 
restoration to health. 

I would 11ot frighten you ;-but do you think yoo 
could bear to part with your young companion for 
two or three months? Mrs. l\finan proposes to 
apend the ensuing spring in London, whither, for 
tlie first time, my grand-child will accompany her: 
Now, my good friend, it is very earnestly their wish 
to enlarge and enliven their party by the addiLion 
of your amiable wiu•d, who would lihure, equull1 
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with her own daughter, the care and attention or 
Mrs. i\1inan. Do not start at this proposal; it is 
time that she sl10uld see something of the world. 
\Vhen young people are too rigidly sequestered from 
it, their lively and romantic imaginations paint it to 
them as a paradise of which they have been be­
guiled; but when they arc shown it properly, and 
in due time, they see it such as it really is, equally 
shared hy pain and pleasure, hope an,l disappoint 
ment. 

You have nothing to apprehend from her meet­
ing with Sir John Belmont, as that abandoned man 
is now abroad, and note • pectcd home this year. 

Well, my good Sir, what say yon to our scheme? 
I hope it will meet with your approbation; but ifit 
should not, be assured I can nercr object to any 
decision of one who is so much respected and e1o• 
teemed a .Mr. Villars, by 

His most faithful, humble servant, 
1\1. How ARD~ 

LETI'ER IV. 

l-IR, VILLARS TO LADY IIOW ARD. 

[ Berry Hill, :JI arch 12. 
I AllI grieved, l\Iadam, to appear obstinate, and I 
blush to incur the imputation of selfishness. In de• 
taining my young charge thus long with myself in 
the country, I consulted not solely my own inclina­
tion. Destined, in all probability, to pos;;ess a ,·cry 
moderate fortune, I wished to contract her views 
to something within it. The mind is but too natu­
rally prone to pleasure, but too easily yielded to 
dis!<ipation: it has been my study to guard her 
against their delusions, by preparing het· to expect 
-and to despise them. Bul the time draws on for 
experience and observation to take place of initruo-

D ~ 
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tion : it I hue, in some measure, rendered h1r 
eapable of using one with discretion, and making 
the other with improvement, I shall rejoice myself 
wilh the assurance of having largely conlributed to 
her welfare. She is now of an age that l1appiness 
is eager to attend,-let her then enjoy it! I commit 
her to the protection of your Ladyship, and only 
hope she may be found worthy half the goodness 
I am satisfied she will meet with at your hospitable mansion. 

Thus far, l\ladam, I cheerfully submit to your 
desire. In confiding my ward to the care of Lady 
Howard, I can feel no uneasiness from her absence, 
but what will arise from the loss of her company, 
since I shall be as well cominced of her safety as 
if sl1e were under my own roof.-But can your 
Ladyship be serious in proposing to introduce her 
to the gaieties of a London life? Permit me to ask, 
for what end, or for what purpose? A JOulhful mind 
is seldom totally free from ambition; to curb that, 
is the first step to contentment, siuce to dimiIJish 
expectation is to increase enjoyment. I apprehend 
nothing more than too much raising her hopes and 
her views, which the natural vh acity of her dispo• 
sition would render but too easy to effect. The 
town-acquaintance of Mrs. l\linan are all in tl1e 
circle of high life; this artless young creature, with 
too much beauty to escape notice, has Loo much 
11ensihility to be indifferent lo it; but she has too 
little wealth lo be sought with propriety by men of the fashionable world. 

Consider, .Madam, the peculiar cruelty of her si­
tuation. Only child of a wealthy Baronet, whose 
person she has ne,er seen, whose character she has 
reason lo abhor, and whose name she is forbidden 
to claim; entitled as she is to lawfully inJ1erit his 
fortune and estate, is there any probabilitv llmt be 
will properly own her? And v.b.ile he co1;linues to 
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erse,ere in disavowing his marriage wilh Mis111 

ErnlJn, 110 hall never, at the e. pense of her mo­
ther's honour, receh·e a part of her right, as the do­
nation of his bounty. 

And as to 1\Ir. Evelyn's estate, I have no doubt 
but that ladame Duul and her relations will dia­
posc of it among themsehe •. 

It seems, the1·efore, as if this deserted child, 
H1ough legally heiress of two large fortunes, musl 
owe all her rational expectations to adoption and 
friendship. Yet her income will be such as may 
make her happy, if she is disposed to be so in pri­
nte life; though it will by no means allow he1· to 
enjoy the luxury of a London fine lady. 

Let )Iiss Mirvan, then, Madam, shine in all the 
splendor of high life; but suffer my child still to 
enjoy the pleasures of humble retirement, with a 
mind lo which greater views are unknown. 

I hope this reasoning will be honoured with your 
npprobation; and I have yet another motive which 
has some weight with me: I would not willingly 
give offence to any human being; and surely Ma­
dame Duval might accuse me of injustice, if, while 
I refuse Lo let her grand-daughter wait upon her, 
I consent that she should join a party of pleasure to 
London. 

In sending her to Howard Grove, not one of thes• 
15cruples arise ; and therefore Mrs. Clinton, a most 
worthy woman, formerly her nurse, and now my 
housekeeper, shall attend her thither ne t week. 

Though I ha,e always called her by the name of 
Anville, and reported in this neighbourhood that her 
father, my intimate friend, foll her to my guardian· 
!ihip; Jet I ham thought it necessary she should 
herself be acquainted with the melancholy circum­
stances atleudiug her birth: for though I am ,ery 
desirous of guarding her from curiosity and imper­
tinence, by concealini her name, family and story, 
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yet I would not leave it in the power or chance to 
shock her genlle nature wilh a tale of so much 
1orrow. 

You must not, Madam, expect too mucl1 from my 
pupil; she is quite a little rustic, an<l knows nothing 
of the world; an<l though her education has been 
the besl I could bes low in this retired place, to which 
Dorchester, the nearest town, is sernn miles distant, 
Jet I shall not be surprised if you should discm·er 
in her a thousand deficiencies of which I ha,·e never 
dreamt. She must be , ery much a] lered since she 
wa& last at Howard Grove.-But I will say nothing 
of her; I lea, e her to your Ladyship's own obser­
vations, of wl1ich I beg a faithful relation; and am, 

Dear Madam, 
with great respect, 

Your obedient and most humble Servant, 
ARTHUR VILLARS. 

LEITER V. 

HR. VILLARS TO LADY HOWARD. 

Pear Madam, [.March 18. 
THis 1&1Ler will be delivered to you by my chi]d,­
the child ofmy adoption,-my affection! Unblest 
with one natural friend, she merits a thousand. I 
send l1er to you innocent as an angel, and artless as 
purity itself; and I send you with her the heart of 
your friend, the only hope he has on earth, the sub­
ject of his tenderest thoughts, and the object of his 
latest cares. She is one, Madam, for whom alone I. 
have lately wished to liYe; and she is one whom to 
aerve I would with transport die! Restore her hut to 
me all innocence as you recei,·e her, and the fond­
osL hope ofmy heart will be amply gratified. 

A. VILLAlli. 
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LETTER YI. 

LAD Y JIOWAFD TO THE REV, IR, VILLARS, 

Deal' and Rev. Sir, [Iloicard Grove. 

T1rn solemn manner in which you ha,c committed 

JOUr child lo my care, has in some measure ,lampt 

the pleasure which I recci,e from the trust, as it 

makes me fear that you suffer from your compli­

ance, in whieh case I shall ,cry sincerely l)lame 

my. c1f for the earnesloe~s with which I ha c re­

quested this fa,onr: but remcml)Pr, my good Sir, 

she is within a fow days summons; and be assured, 

I "ill not detain her a moment longer thau )OU wibh. 

You desire my opinion of her. 
, he is a little angel! I c nnol wonder that you 

sought to monopolize her: neither ought you, at. 

1inding it impossible. 
Her face and person answer my most refined ideas 

of complete beauty: and this, though a subject of 

praise less important to you or Lo me than any other, 

is yet so striking, it is not possible to pass it unno­

ticed. Had I nol known from whom she recei, ed 

her education, I should, at first sight of so perfect: a 

~ace, ham been in pain for her understauding; 

since it has been long and justly remarked, that 

folly has enr sought alliance with beauty. 
She has the same gentleness in her manners, tho 

same natural graces in her motions, that I formerly 

so much admired in her mother. Her character 

seems truly ingenuous and simple; and at the "·ame 

time thal nature bas hle.:sed her with an e cellent 

understanding and great quickness of parts, she has 

a certain air of inexperience and innocenoy that is 

extremely intcrebting. 
011 bave no reason to regret the retirement ilJ 
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which she has lived ; since that politeness which i• 
acquired by an acquaintance wilh high-life, is in 
her so well supplied by a natural desire of obliging, 
joined to a deportment infinitely engaging. 

I obsene, wilh great salisfaclion, a growing af­
feclion between this amiable girl and my grand­
daughter, who8e heart is as free from selfishness or 
conceit, as that of her young friend is from all guile. 
Their regard may be mutually useful, since much 
is Lo be expected from emulation where nothing is 
to be feared from envy. I would ham them lo,·e 
each other as sisters, and reciprocally supply the 
pface of that tender and happy relationship to which 
neither of them have a natural claim. 

Be satisfied, my good Sir, that your child shall 
meet with the same attention as our own. We all 
join in most hearty wishes for your health and hap­
piness, and in returning our sincere thanks for the 
furnur you ha,·e conferred on us. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your most faithful sen•ant, 

1\1. How ARD. 

LETI'ER VII. 

LADY HOWAR.l> TO THE REY. lllR.. VILLAR!!. 

[Hou:ai·d Grore, :March 26. 
EE not alarmed, my worthy friend, at my so spee­
dily troubling you again; I seldom use the cere­
mony of wailing for answers, or writing with any 
regularity, and I have at present immediate occa­aion for begging your palience. 

Mrs. Minan has just received a letter from her 
long absent husband, containing the welcome news 
of his hoping to reacl1 London by the beginning of 
next week. My daurhter and the Captain hant 
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been separated almost seven years, and it would 
therefore be needless to say what joy, surprise, and 
consequently confusion, his al present unexp<foted 
return has caused at Howard Grme. Mrs. Mirvan, 
you cannot doubt, will go instantly to town to meet 
him ; her daughter is under a thousand obligationi. 
to attend her; I grie-re that her mother cannot. 

Aud now, my good Sir, I almost blush to pro­
ceed ;-but, tell me, may I ask-will JOU permit­
thal your child may accompany them? Do not 
think us unreasonable, but consider the many in­
ducements which conspire lo make London the 
happiest place at present she can be in. The joJfnl 
occasion of the journey; the gaiety of the whole 
party, opposed to the dull life i.he must lead, if left 
here with a solitary old woman for her sole compa­
nion, while she so well knows the cheerfulness aud 
folicily enjoJcd by the rest of the family,-are cir­
cumstances that seem lo merit :your consideration. 
Mrs. l\linan desires me to assure you, tl1at one 
week is all she asks, as she is certain that the Cap­
tain, who l1ates London, will be eager to revisit 
Howard Grove ; and Maria is so very earnest in 
wishitig to haYe the company of her friend, that, if 
JOU aro inexorable, she will be deprived of half the 
pleasure she otherwise hopes lo recei vc. 

However, I will nol, my good Sir, deceive you 
into an opinion that they intend to live in a retired 
manner, as that cannot be fairly expected. But 
you have uo reason Lo be uneasy concerning ,1a­
dame Duval; she has not any correspondent in 
Eugland, and ohtains no intelligence bul by common 
report. She must be a stranger to the name your 
child hears; and, even should she hear of this ex­
cursion, so short a time as a week or less spent in 
town upon so particular an occasion, though JJrC• 

,,ious to their meeting, cannot be conslt-ued into 
disrespect to herself. 
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Mrs. Mirvan desires me to assure you, that if yon 
will oblige her, her two children shall equally share 
her time and her attenlion. She has sent a com­
mission to a friend in town to take a house for her; 
and while she waits for an answer concerning it, I 
shall for one from you to our petition. However, 
your child is writing herself; and that, I doubt not, 
will more avail than all we can possibly urge. 

My daughter desires her best compliments to yon 
if, she says, you will grant her request, but not else. 

Adieu, my dear Sir, we all hope every thing from 
your goodness. 

l\f. How ARD, 

LETI'ER VIII. 

EVELINA TO THE REV, l'tlR. VILLARS, 

[Howard Grove, March 26. 
Tms liouse seems to be the house of joy; every 
face wears a smile, and a laugh is at every body's 
service. It is quite amusing to walk about and see 
the general confusion; a room leading to the garden 
is fitting· up for Captain l\Iirvau's study. Lady 
Howard does not sit a moment in a place; l\1iss 
l\Iirvan is making caps; every body so busy !-such 
flying from room to room !-so many orders given 
and retracted, and given again! nothing but huny 
and perturbation. 

Well but, my dear Sir, I am desired Lo make a 
request to you. I hope yolt will not think me an 
encroacher; Lady Howard insists upon my writ­
ing !-yet I hardly know how to go on; a petition 
implies a. want,-and have you left me one? No, 
indeed. 

I am l1alf ashamed of myself for beginning this 
letter. But these dear ladies are so pressing-I 
ca.unot, for mr life, 1·esist wishing for the pleasure11 
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t11ey ofrer mc,-providcd you do not disappro,e 

them. 
They arc lo make a rnry i;hort slay in town. The 

Captain ,,j)l JU(•ct them in a day or two. l\lrs. 

Min an and l1cr swcel daughter boll1 go; "hat a 

happy party 1 1: et I am not rery eager to accom­

p: ny lhem: al least I sliall be contented to remain 

"here I am, if yon desire that I should. 
Assure«l, my dearest Si1·, of your goodness, )·onr 

bonnt., and your indulgent kindness, ought 1 to 

form a wil>h that has not your sanction? Decide for 

me, Ll1erefore, without the l<'ast appr:hension that 

I i;hall be unea!>y or discoulentcd. ,\'hile 1 am ycl 

in su~pencc, perhaps I may hope; but I am most 

certain, that when you ha,c once detcnnined I shall 

not repine. 
They tell me tl1at London is now in full splendour. 

T,,o play-houses are open,-the Opera-house,­

Ranelagh,-and the Pantheon.-1: ou see I haYo 

learned all their names. Howm er, pray don't sup­

po~e that I make any point of goiug, for I shall 

hardly sigh to sec them depart without me, though 

I shall probably ncrnr meet with such another op­

portunity. nd, indeed, their dome:.lic happiness 

"ill be so great,-it is natural to "isl1 lo parlal..e of il. 

I 15cliern I am bcwilched ! I made a resolution, 

when I began, that I wouhl not be urgenl; but my 

pen-or ralhcr my thoughts, will uol suffer me to 

keep it-for I ackno" ledge, I must acknowledge, I 

cannot l1clp wishing for )Olli" permission. 
I almost repent already that I ha,e made tl1is 

confession; pray forget that you ha,e read it, if 

this journey is displeasing lo you. But I will not 

,uilc any longer; for the more I think of Lliis affair, 

the less indifferent lo it I find myself. 
Adieu, my most honoured, mm,l reverenced, most 

hclo,·ed father! for hy "hat other name can I call 

;)OU? I hare no ha1)piness or sorrow, no hope or 
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fear, but "hat your kindness bestows, or your di~­pleasure may cause. 1 ou will nol, I am sure, send a refusal without reasons unanswerable, and tlicrc­fore I shall cheerfully acquiesce. Yet I hope­hope you will be able to permit me lo go! 

I am, with the ntmosl nllection 
gratitude and duly, your 

En:u~ . . \ ---I cannot to you sign A:NVILLE, autl what otLcr name may I claim ? 

LETTER IX. 
lllR. VILLAilS TO EVELIN,\. 

[Berry Hill, March 28. To resist the urgency of inlreaty, is a power whic-lt I ha,e not yet acquired: I aim nol at an authority ,,J1ich deprives you of liberty, yet I would fain guide m_yself by a prudence which should sarn me the pangs of repentance. Your impatience to fly to a place which your imagination Jms p;iintcd lo ::mu in colours so altraeti,-e, snrprisc.s me nol; ( ha,e 011ly to hope, that the lirnliness of ) our fano_r may not deceirn yon: to refuse, would be raising il still ltighe1·. To see my J<~rnlina happy is to see my elf without a wish : go then, my child; and may that Hea,·en whieh alone can direct, preserve and strengthen you! To that, my lo, e, will I daily offer praJers for your felicity. 0 may it guard, watch o,er you, defend you from danger, save JOU from distres.s, and keep ,·ice as distant from your person as from )Ollr heart! u<l to me may it g-raut, the ultimate blessing· of closi11g these age<l eyes in IJw arms of 0110 so dear-so desen·edly belon:d ! 
ARTHUR VILLARS~ 
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LETTER _r. 

lWELI."A TO THE REV. l\lR. VILLARS. 

[Quttn-11.nn-Strut, LOnJ:n, Saturd.1y , April z. 

Tms moment a.iriYctl. Just goinp; to Dniry-Lane 

Thcalrc. The celebrated Mr. Garrick performs 

llangcr. I am quite in <'c:la<'y. , 'o is ~liss 1inan. 

Ho" forlunalc that he !>hould happen to pla~ ! ,vo 
would not let i\lrs. linan rest till sho consented 

to go. lfor chief objection was to our drc-i;s, for "e 

lirn c had no Lime to Londonize our cht•s; hut we 

teased hor into compli, nee, and so we arc to sit iu 

some ob. cure })lace that she m:iy uot he seen. As 

to me, I should be alike unkno"n in the most con­

spicuous or mo l private part of lhe hou c. 

I can write no more now. I h;n e hardly time to 

breathe-only ju~t thi , the houses and slreets aro 

not quite so superb as I c:-.pcctcd. Howe, er, 1 ha,·o 

seen nothin~ yet, so l ought not to judge. 

\Vell; adieu, my <le, rest Sir, for the present; I 

could not fu:-hcar \\riting a few words instantly on 

my arri, al, though 1 1mppose my letter of thauks 

for your consent is still on the road. 
[Saturday l\~if{ht. 

0, my dea1· Sir, in what raplures am I returnell~ 

\Veil may lr. Garrick he ·o celebrated, so unher­

sally admired-I had not any idea of so great a 

performer. 
Such ease! such , imcity iu his manner! such 

grace in his motion. ! such fire and nl<'aning in hi 

eJeS !-I could hardly believe he Jwl studied a 

"ritten part, for e,-cry worcl seemed to be ultereu 

from the impulse of the moment. 
His action-al once so graceful and so free !­

his voice ~o clear, so melodious, yet so wonderfully 

"\arious in its tones!-Such animation !-every look 

speaks! 
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I would l1ave given the world to have had tlie \\'hole play acted over again. And when he danced -0, how I envied Clarinda! I almost wished to barn jumped on Ll1e stage and joined them. 
I am afraid you ,,ill think me mad, so I won't ~ay any more; yet, I really beliern Mr. Garrick would make you mad too if you could see l1im. I intend Lo.ask Mrs. l\Iinan lo go to the play evcrJ night while we stay in Lown. .'he is exlremclJ kind to me ; and l\Iaria, her charming daughter, is the sweetest girl in the world. 

I shall write to you every e,·ening aJl tliat passes in the day, and that in the same manner as, if I could sec, I should tell you. 

[Sunday. This morning we went to Portland chapel ; and afterwards we walked in the Mall of SL. Jamcs's J>ark, which by no means ans,,ered my cxpe<'la­tions: it is a long strait walk of clirly gravel, ,·ery uneasy to the feet; and at each end, instead of an open prospect, nothing is to be seen but house11 built of brick. ½ lu•n J\Irs. Mirvan pointed out tl1e palace to me-I think I was never much more sur­prised. 

However, the walk was very agreeable to us; every body looked gay, and seemed pleased ; 3lld tl1e ladies wern so much dressed, that Miss Iirrnn and I could do nothing but look at them. l\lrs. l\Iirrnn met several of her friends. -o wonder, for I never saw so many people assembled together be­fore. I looked about for some of my acquaintance, but in , aiu ; for I saw not one person that I knew, which is very odd, for all the world seemed there. 

l\Irs. l\1inan says we are not to walk in the Park again next Sunday, eYeu if we should be in town, because there is better company in Kensington Gar­de.us; but really, if you had seen how mucJ1 every 
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body was dressed, you would not think that pos­

sible. [.Monday. 

\Ve arc to go this evening to a J)rh ate hall, gi,·en 

by Mrs. Stanley, a very fashionable lady of Mrs. 

l\linan's acquaintance. 
\Ve have becna-slwpping, as :'\1rs. Min·an calls it, 

all this morning, to buy silks, caps, gauzes, and so 

forth. 
The shops arc really very entertainiug, especially 

the mercers ; there seem to be six or se,en men 

belonging to each shop ; and every one took care, 

by bowing and smirking, lo be noticed. \\ e were 

conducted from one lo another, and carried from 

room lo room with so much ceremony, that al first 

I was almost afraid lo go on. 
I thought I should ncrnr have chosen a silk : for 

tl1ey produc<'d so many, I knew not "hich to fix. 

upon; and they recommended them all so strongly, 

that I fanc_} they thought I only ,Hnled 11crsuasion 

lo buy e,cry thing they sho"ed me. And indeed 

licy look so much trouble, that I was almost 

ashamed I could 11ol. 
Al the milliners, the lac.lies w<' met were so much 

dressed, that I should rather ha,e imagined they 

were making, i!>ils than vurd1ascs. But,\ hat most 

diverted me was, that \\C were more frequently 

sen ed by men than b) women ; and such men ! so 

finical, so affected! they seem<·<l to understand 

every varl of a '"oman's dress better than we do 

ourseh·es; and they recommemlcd caps and rib­

bands "ith an air of so mn<'h importau<"c, that I 

wished lo ask them how long t]wy had left off ,~ear-

ing them. 
'fbe dispatch , .. ith "hich they ,,orh in these great 

sl10ps is amazino-, for they ha,e promi,-cd me a com­

plete suit of linen against the e, ening. 
l l1a, e jnst had my hair dressed. You can't 
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tlunk how oddly my head feels; full of powder and black pins, and a great cushion on the top of it. I believe you would hardly know me, for my face looks quite different lo what it did before my hair was dressed. \Vben I shall be able to make use of a comb for myself I cannot tell; for my hair is so much entangled, frizzled they call it, that I fear it will be very difiicult. 

I am half afraid of this hall to-night; for, you know I ham never danced but at scl10ol: however, .Miss l\Iirvan says there is nothing in it. Yet I wish it was o,er. 
Adieu, my dear Sir; pray excuse the wretched etuff I write; perha1>s I may improve by beiug in this town, and then my letters will be less unworthy your reading. Mean lime, I am, 

Your dutiful and affectionate, 
though unpolished, 

EVELINA. Poor 1iss Mirvan cannot wear one of the caps el1e made, because they dress her hair too large fur them. 

LETTER XI. 
EVELINA IN CONTINUATION. 

[Q,u«n-Ann-Strttt, April 5, Tuesda_y Mornint, 
I IlA VE a vast deal to say, and sliall gfre all this morning to my pen. As to my plan of writing ernry el·cning Lhe ad,cntures of the day, I find it impracticable; for the diversions J1ere are so l'ery late, Lhat if I begin my lellers after them, I could not go Lo bed at all. 

\Ve past a most extraordinary Cleuing. A pri­
t>ate ball this was called, so I expected lo have seen aLout four or frrn couple; but Lord! my dear Sir, I belicl·o I saw half the world! Two very Jarie 



rooms were full of company ; in one were cards 

for the elderly ladies, and in the other were Lhe 

dancers. ,1y mamma Min an, fo1· she always calls 

me her child, said she would sit with Maria and mo 

till we were provided wilh partners, and then join 

the card pla)ers. 
The gentlemen, as they passed and rcpassed, 

looked as if they thought we were quile at their 

disposal, and only \\ailing for the honour of their 

commands; and they ~auntered about, in a careless 

indolent manner, as if wilh a ·view to keep us in 

suspcnce. I don't speak of Lhis in regard Lo ~liss 

lirrnn and myself only, but lo the ladies in 

general: and I thought it so pro,oki1~g, that I de­

termined in my own mind that, far from humouring 

such airs, I would rather not dance at a1l, Lhan wiLh 

any one who should i,;ccm to think me ready to ac­

cept Lhe first partner who would condescend lo take 

me. 
·ot long after, a JOnng man, wl10 had for some 

time looked at us with a kind of negligent imperti­

nence, adrnnccd on tiptoe towards me; he had a 

set smile on his face, and his dress was so foppish, 

that I really bclicrn be e,·en wished to be stared at; 

and yet he was very u~ly. 
Bo,,ing almost to the ground with a sort of swing, 

and wn.ving his hand with the gre:-.test conceit. after 

a short and i:;illy pause, he said, " • Iadam-may I 

presume :"-aml slopt, offering to take my hand. 

I drew it back, but coul(\ scarce forbear laughing. 

" Allow me, .Madam," continued he, affectedly break­

ing off e,·ery half moment, " the honour and hap­

piness-if l am not so unhappy as to addre~s )OU 

· loo late-lo harn Lhe happiness and hononr-" 

gain he" ould ha,·c taken my l1aud; but, bowing 

my head, I begged to be c cused, and turned to Miss 

iirrnn lo con ~1 my laughter. He theu desired 

to kuuw if I h:.d already engaged myself to some 
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more fortm,ate man? I said ~o, and tl,at I beliered I should not dance al all. He "ould keep himseif, lie told me, disengaged, in hopes I should relent; and then, ulteriug some ridiculous speeches of sor­row and disappointment, though his face still worn the same invariable smile, he retreated. 
It so happened, a~ we 1mm since reeollected, that during this little dialogue i\frs. l\Iinan was con­,·ersing with the lady of the house. nd rnry soon after, another genlleman, who seemed about six-and­twe11ty years old, gaily but not foppishly dressed, and indeed extremely handsome, with an air of mixed politeness and gallantry, desired to know if I was engaged, or would honour him with my hand. So he was pleased to say, though I am -sure l know not what honour he could receive from me ; but these sort of expressions, I find, a1·e nsed as words of course, without any distinction of persom, or study of propriety. 

\Veil, I l)Owcd, and I am sure I coloured; for in­deed I was frightened at the thoughts of dancing before so many people, all stranger~, and, which waa,; worse, with a stranger: howe, er, that was tma\·oid­able; for, though I looked round the room sereral times, I could not see one pc1·son that I knew. And so he took my hand, and led me to join in the dance. The minuets were OHW before we arri, eel, for we were kept late by the milliners maki11g us "ail for our things. 
He seemed very desirous of entering into con• ,·ersation with me; but I was seizc1I with such a panic, that I could hardly speak a word, and no­thing bnt the shame _of so soon changing rn,.1- mind pre,·ented my returnmg lo lll) seat, and declining to dance at all. 

IIe 'appcarcd to lJe snrpri;,cd at my terror, wl1ich I beliern was hut loo appan•nl; howmcr, he asked uo questions, though I foar he must think il n•1·y 
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"-lrangc; for I <lid not c-husc to tell him iL was 
owing to 111y never before <lancing but with a 

i;chool-girl. 
His conversation was sensible and spirited; his 

air and address were open and noble ; his manners 
gentle, atlcnlivc, and infinitely engaging; his person 
is all elegance, and his countenance the mm,t ani­
mated and expressive I have eYcr seen. 

In a short time we were joined by :\Jiss l\Iinan, 
"ho stood next couple to us. Hut how was I 
5tartlecl when she whispered. me that my partner was 
a nobleman! This ga, e me a new alarm : how will 
lie he prornked, thought I, when he finds wliat a 
simple rustic he has honoured with his choice! one 
whose ignorance of the world makes her perpetually 
fear doing something wrong ! 

That he should he so much my superior everywa~·, 
quite disconce11.cd. me; and you will suppose my 
spirits were not much raised, when 1 heard a Jady, 
in passing us, say, " This is the most difficult dance 
I c,·er saw." 

"0 dear then," {:ried Maria lo her part11e1·, 
" with your leaYe, I'll sit down till the 1w:,t." 

" So will I too, then," cried I, " for I am sure I 
can hardly stand." 

"But you must speak to your partner l:ri-1," an­
swered. she; for he had turned aside lo talk "ith 
some gentlemen. However, I had not snflicient 
courage to address l1im ; and so away we all three 
tript, and seated ouri;clYes at another end of the 
room. 

But, unfortunately for me, ~liss l\Iirrnn soon after 
suffered herself to be preniled upon to attempt tl1e 
dance; and just as she rose to go, she cried, " Jly 
dear, yonder is your partner, Lord On·ille, walking 
about the room m search of ,·on." 

" Don't leave me then, d~ar girl !" crit'd I; but 
!.he was obliged to go. And now I was more nflcasy 

VOi .. l, C 
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than ever; I would liave given the world lo l11tre 
seen l\lrs. Minan, and begged of her to make IIIJ 
apologies; for what, thought I, can I possibly say 
to him in excuse for running away ? he must either 
conclu<le me a fool or lialf mad; for any one 
brought up in the great world, and accustomed to 
its ways, can h:n-e no idea of ~uch sort of fears al\ 
mine. 

l\fy confusion increased when J observed that l,e 
was erery where seeking me, with apparent per­
plexity and surprize; but when, at last, I saw him 
move towards the place wl,ere I sat, I was ready lo 
:-ink with shame and distress. I found it absolutely 
impossible to lecp my scat, because I could not 
think of a word to say for myself; and so I rose, and 
walked hastily towards the card-room, resohing to 
,;tay with l\frs. J\Iinan the rest of the erening, and 
not to dance at all, But before I could fin<l her, 
Lord Onille saw and approached me. 

He begged to know if I was not well? You may 
easily imagine how much I was embarrassed. I 
made no answer; but hung my head like a foo1, and 
looked on my fan. 

He then, with an air t]ie most respectfully serious, , 
asked if he had been so unhappy as to offend me ? 

" No, indeed!" cried I; and, in hopes of chang­
ing the discourse, and pre,·enting his further inqui­
ries, I desired to know ifhe had seen the young lady 
who had been com crsing with me ? 

o ;-but would I honour him with any com­mands to her ? 
" 0, by no means!" 
\Vas there any other person with whom I wished lo ~peak? 
I said no, before I knew I had answered at all. 
~hould he Jiaye the pleasure of bringing me any refreshment ? 
I bowed, almolit involuntarily. And away he ilew. 
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I was quite ashamecl of being so lronhlcsomc, and 

!IO much abore Ill) self as these seeming airs made me • 
appear; hutindcecl I was too much confused to think 
or act with any consistency. 

If he had not been as swift as lightning, I don't 
know whether I should not ha,e stolen away again ; 
hut he returned in a moment. \\ hen I had drank a 
glass of lc111011a<le, he hoped, he said, that I would 
again honour him with my hand, a. a new dance 
was jn~t begun. I ha<l not the presence of miml to 
say a si11gle wonl, and so 1 let him once mo1·e lead 
me Lo the place I had left. 

Shocled lo find how :-illy, how childish a part I 
had acted, my forme1· fears of dancing before such 
a company, and ,,ith such a partner, returned more 
forcibly titan crcr. I suppose he perceived my un­
easiness ; for he inlrcalcd me to sit down again if 
dancing- was disagreeable to me. But I was quite 
:-atislicd with lhc folly 1 had already sl1ewn; and 
thcrcfor(' declined his offer, thongh I was really 
scarce able to stand. 

Under suC'h conscious clisadrnntagcs, you may 
easily imagine, my dear ~ir, how ill I acquilted 
m~·self. 13111, thou~h I both c • peeled and desened 
to find l1im , Cl')' much mortified and displeased at 
his ill fortune in the choice he had made; yet, to 
my ,cry great relief, lie appeared lo be even con­
tented, and very much assisted and encouraged me. 
These people in high life ham too much presence 
of mirid, I bclie\e, to seem di~concerlcd, or out of 
humour, lto\\en·r •they may feel : for had I been 
the person of the most consecp1encc in the room, I 
could not haxe met with more attention and respect. 

\\.'hen the dance was over, seeing me still , ery 
much flurried, he led me l·> a scat, sa_ying that he 
would not suffer me to fatigue mJsclf from polite­

ness. 
A.ml Lhcn, if my cap:icity, or CYCll if my spiril1 
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had been better, in how animated a conversation 
• might I ham been engaged ! It was Lhen I scnv that 

the rank of Lord Orville was his least recommenda­
tion, his understanding· and his manners being far 
more distinguished. His remarks upon the com­
pany in general were so apt, so just, so Ji,el_r, I am 
almost surprized myself, that they did nut reanimate 
me; but indeed I was Loo well convinced of the 
ridiculous part I had myself played before so nice 
an obscn·er, to be able to enjoy his pleasantry: so 
self-compassion gave me feeling for others. Yet I 
had not the courage to attempt either to defend 
them, or to rally iu my Lnm; but li~tcncd to him in 
silent embarrassment. 

\Vlien he found this, he changed the sul,ject, and 
talked of public places, and public performers; but 
he soon discoYcred that I was totally ignorant of 
them. 

He then, very ingeniously, turned the discourse to 
the amusements an<l occupations of the country. 

It now struck me, that he was resolved to try 
whether or not I was capable of talking upon any 
subject. This put so great a constraint upon my 
thougl1ts, that I was unable to go further than a 
monosyllable, and not e,en so far, when.I could 
possibly amid it. 

\Ve were silting in this manner, he conversing 
with all gaiety, I looking; down wilh all foolishness, 
when that fop who had first asked me to dance, with 
a. most riJiculous solemnity approached, and, after 
a profound bow or two, said, "I humbly beg par­
don, l\fadam,-aud of you too, my Lord,-for 
breaking in upon such agreeable comersalion­
which must, doubtless, be much more delectable­
than wl1at I l1ave the honour lo offer-but-" 

I interrupted him-I blush for my folly,-wilh 
laughiug; yet I could not help it; for, added to Lhe 
man's stately foppishness, (and he actually Look 
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null' between c,cry three words) when I looked 

round al Lord Orville, I saw such extreme surprize 

in his face,-lhe cause of\\hich appeared so absurd, 
that I could not for my life preserve my gr:nity. 

I had not laughed before from the time I J1ad left 
Miss Iirrnn, aml I had much better have cried 
then ; Lord Orville actually stared al me; the beau, 

I know not his name, looked quite enraged. " Re• 

frain-~ladam," said he, with an important air, " a 
few moments refrain !-I have hut a sentence to 
trouble )OU with.-::\lay I know to what accident I 
must attribute nol having the honour of your 

hand?'' 
" Accident, Sir !" repeated I, much astonished. 
"Yes, accident, Madam ;-for surely,-! must 

take the liberty to obsenc-pardon me, Madam,­
il ought to be no common one-that should tempt 

a lady-so young a one too,-to be guilty ,of ill• 

manners." 
A confused idea now for the first time entered 

my head, of something I had heard of the rules of 

an asl'emb]y; hut I "as nernr at one before,-! 
ha·rn only danced at school,-aud so giddy and 
heedless I was, that I had not once considered the 
improp"riely of refusing one partner, and afterwards 
accepting another. I was thunderstruck at the re• 
collection: hut, while these thoughts were rushing 
into my head, Lord On·ille, with some warmtl1, said, 

" 'l'his Lady, Sir, is incapable of meriting such an 

accusation !" 
The creature-for I am ,cry angry with him­

made a low bow, and with a grin the most malici• 

ous I ever aw, " Iy Lord," said he, " far be it 
from me lo accuse the lady, for ha, ing the discern: 
ment lo distinguish and llrcfcr-the superior attrac• 

tions of ) our Lordship." 
A!!;ain he bowed, and walked off. 
\Vas e,er ariy thing so pro,oking? I was ready 
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to die with shame. ",Yhat a coxcomb!" exclaimetl 
Lord Onille: wltilcl,withoutkuowing"hall did, 
rose hastily, and moYing off, " I can't imagine," 
cried I," where l\Irs. l\1irvan has hid herself!" 

" Give me leave to 1,ee," answered he. I bowed 
aud sat do\vn again, not daring to meet his eyes ; 
for what must he think of me, between my blunder, 
and the supposed preference? 

He returnccl iu a moment, and told me tliat Mrs. 
:Mirvau was at cards, hut woulcl be glad to see me; 
and I we11t immediately. There w:is but one chair 
vacant; so lo my great relief, Lord O1·ville pre­
sently left us. I then told Mrs. Min an my disas­
ters; and she good-naturedly blamed herself for not 
liaYing better instructed me; but said, sbe had 
Laken it for granted tl1at I must know suc11 common 
customs. However the man may, I think, be sa• 
tisfied with his pretty speech, and carry his rescnl­
ment no farther. 

In a short time Lord On ille returned. I con­
sented, with L11e best grace I could, to go clown 
another dance, for I had had time to recollect rny­
sel f; aud therefore resolved to use some exertion, 
and, if possible, appear less a fool than I lta<l hither­
to done; for it occurred to me, that, insignificant as 
I was, compared lo a man of his rank and figure ; 
yet, since he !,ad been so unfortunate as to make 
choice of me for a partne1·, wl1y I should endeavour 
to make the best of it. 

The dance, 11owever, was short, and be spoke ,•ery 
little; i-:o I had no opportunity of pulling my reso­
Jution in practice. He was satisfied, I suppose, with 
l1is former successless efforts to dra.w me out; or, 
talher, I fancied, he had been inquiring who I was. 
This again disconcerted me; and the spirits I had 
determined to exert, again failed me. Tired, asham­
ed, and mortified, I begged to sit down till we re­
turned home, which I did soon after. Lord Orville 
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did me the honour lo hand me to the coach, talking 

all the way of the honour I hacl done him! 0 these 

fashionabie people ! 
\\ ell, my dear Sir, was il not a strange C\ening? 

I could not help being thus particular, because, to 

me, c,cry thing is so new. BuL it is now time to 

conclude. I am, with all lo, c and duty, \f)Ur 
.E{ },LI~ .\ . 

LETIER ~-ll. 

E\'ELI. A I:S COSTISU.\TIO~. 

Tue,sclay, April 5. 

TuERI:: is to he no end of the troubles of last 

ni!!hl. I ha,·e this moment, between persnasion and 

laughter, gathered from :\!aria the most curious 

dialogue that c,er I heard. You will at first l>e 

startled at m)' -vanity; bul, my dear Sir, lu1.ye pa­

tience! 
l t must ha.Ye passed wl1ilc I was silting with ,\lrs. 

::\lirrnn in the card-room. laria was takiui; som!J 

refre lunent, aml saw Lord Onillc advancing for 

the same vurpose himself; but he did not know her, 

though ~he immediately recollected him. Prcsl•ntly 

after, a Yery gay-looking man stcp1>ing hastily up to 

him, cried," \\'hy, my Lord, what ha,e you douo 

, ith your lm·cly pdrtner? 
" Sothing !" answered Lord Orville with a smils 

and a shrug. 
" Hy Jove," cried the man," she is the most beau-

tiful creature I e,er saw in my life!" 
Lord Onille, as he well might, laughed; but an• 

wered, " Yes, a pretty modest-looking girl." 

" 0 my Lord!" cried the madman, " she is an 

, ngel!" 
" A silent one," returned be. 
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"\Vhy ay, my Lord, how stands she as lo that! SI1e looks all intclligcnce and expressio11." 
" A poor weak girl!" answered Lo1·d Orville, i-hakiog his head. 
"By Jove,''cried the other," lam glad to hear it." At that moment, the same odious creature who l1ad been my former tormentor, joined them. Ad­dressing Lord Orville with great respect, he said, " I beg pardon, my Lor<l,-if I was-as I fear might be the case-rather too severe in my censure of the lady who is honoured with your protection-hut, my Lord, ill-breeding is apt to prorn1.e a man." " Ill-breeding !" criccl my unknown champion, " impossible! that elegant face can never be so vile a mask!" 

" 0 Sir, as to that," answered 11e, " you must al­low me to judge; for though I pay all deference to your opinion-in other Lhings,-yet I hope JOU \\ill grant-ancl I appeal to JOUr Lordship also-that I am not totally despical>le as a judge of good or ill­manners." 
" I was so who1ly ignorant," said Lord Orville gra,:ely, " of the provocation JOU might hare had, that I could not but be surprised at your singular resentment." 
" It was far from my intention," answerccl lie, "to offend JOur lordship; but really for a person w}10 is nobody, to give herself such airs,-1 own I could not command my passions. Por, my Lord, though I have made diligent inquiry-I cannot learn who she is." 

" By what I can make out," cried my defender, " she must be a country parson's daughter." 
" He! J1e ! he! , ery good, 'pon honour!" crierl the fop;-" well, so I could l1ave sworn by J1er manners." 
And then, delighted at Jiis own wit, 110 laurhed, and wc11t away, as I imppose, lo repeat it. 
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" But what the deuce is all this?" demanded the 

other. 
" \Vhy a ,et·y foolish affair," answered Lord 

Orville; " your Helen first refused Lhis co comb, 

and then-danced with me. This is all I can 

gather of it." 
" 0, Onille," returned he, " you are a liappJ 

man !-But ill-bred ?-1 <'an never believe it! And 

she looks loo sensible to be ignorant." 
" \Vhclher ignorant or mi cl1invous, I will not 

pretend to determine; but certain it is, she attended 

to all I could say to her, though I ha,e really fa­

tigued myself with fruitless cnde:nours to entertain 

her, with the most irnmo,eahle gravity; but no 

soMer did Lo,el begin his co:nplaiut, than sl1e was 

seized "ith a fit of laughing, first affronting tl1e 

1ioor beau, and tl1en enjoying his mortification. 
"Ha! ha! ha! ,,hy there is somegenius in tl1at, 

my Lord, though perhaps ratl1er-rustic." 
Here ... laria was called to dance, and so heard no 

more. 
·ow, tell me, my dear Sir, did you ever know 

any tl1ing more pro, oking? " A poor '1£eak girl!" 

" ignorant or mischierous !" \Yhat mortifying words! 

I am resohcd, however, that I "ill ne,·er again be 

tempted to go to an assembly. I wish I had been 

in Dorsetshire. 
\Vell, after this, you will not be surprised that 

Lord Or, illc contented him~clf with an inquiry after 

our healths this morning, by his sen·aut, without 

troubling himself to call, as :\-liss lirrnn had told 

me he would; but perhaps it may be only a country 

custom. 
I would not lire here for the world. I Garo not 

J1ow soon we lcaYe town. London soon grows tire­

some. 1 w-ish the Captain would come. Mrs. i'.\lir­

van talks of the opera for this ernuing; ho" e, er, I 

am ,·cry indifferent about it. 
• C, 2 
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Wednesday JJfomiug. WeJJ, my dear Sir, I have been pleased against my will, I could almost say; for I must own I went out in very ill lrnmonr, which I think you cannot wonder at; but the music and the singing were charming; they soothed me into a pleasure the most 
grateful, the best suited to my present disposition in the world. I hope to persuade Mrs. Mir.an to 
go again on Saturday. I wish the opera was every 
nighl. It is, of all entertainments, the sweetest and most delightful. Some of the songs seemed to melt 
my very soul. It was what they call a serious opera, as the comic first singer was ill. 

To-night we go to Rauelagh. If any of those three gentlemen who com erscd so freely about me should be there-but I won't think ofit. 
Thursday Aloming. \Veil, my dear Sir, we went to Ranelagh. It is a charming place; and the brilliancy of the lights, 

<>11 my first entrance, made me almost think I was in some encl1anted castle or fairy palace, for all looked like magic to me. 
Tl1e very first person I saw was Lord Orville. I 

felt so confused !-but he did not see me. After tea, Mni. Minan being tired, Maria and I walked round the rnom alone. Tlien again we saw him, standing by the orchestra. ,ve, too, stopt to hear 
a singer. He bowed to me; I courtesied, and I am sure I coloured. \Ve soon walked on, not liking our situation: l10wernr he did not follow us; and 
when we passed by the orchestra again he was gone. Afterwards in the course of the ernning, we met him sernral times; hut he was always with ~ome party, and ne,·er spoke to us, though when­
ever he chanced to meet my eyes, he conde:.cendcd to bow. ~ 

I cannot but be lrnrt at the opinion lie entertains vr rue. It is true my own belia, iour incurred it-
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Jet he is himself the most agreeable, and, seem­

ingly the most amiable man in the world, and 

therefore it is that I am grie, ed to he thought ill of 

b) him; for of whose esteem ought we lo be am­

bitious, if nol of those who most merit our own?­
But it is too late to reflect upon this now. Well, I 

can't help it-Howcrnr, I think I ba,e done with 

assemblie~. 
This morning was destined for seeing sights, auc-

tions, curious shops, and so forth; but my bead 
ached, and I was not iu a humour to be amused, 

and so I made them go without me, though very 

um'-'illingly. They are all kindness. 
And now I am sorry I did not accompany them, 

for I know not ,,hat to do with myself. I had re­
ohed not to go to the play to-night; but I believe 

I shall. In short, I hardly care whether! do or not. 

• • • • • • 
I thought I hacl done wrong ! lrs. Mirvan and 

Maria have been half the town over, and so en­

tertained !-while I, like a fool, staid at home to do 

nothing. And, at an auction in Pall-Mall, who 

t1hould they meet but Lord Orville. He sat nex.t 
to lrs. l\lin an, and they talked a great deal to­

gether; but she gave me no account of the conver• 

sation. 
I may never l1ave such another opportunity of 

seeing London; I am quite sorry that I was not of 

tl1e party; hut I deserve this mortification, for hav­

ing indulged my ill-hmnour. 
Thursday Night. 

\Ve are just returned from the play, which was 

King Lear, aml bas made me ,cry sad. \Ve did 

not sec any body we knew. 
\Vcll, adieu, it is too late to write more. 

Friday. 

Captain , lirrnn is arrived. I haYe not spirits to 

.,he :m account of his introduction, for he l1a:. reall • 
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11J1ocked me. I do not like him. He seemi; to be 
11urly, vulgar, and disagreeable. 

Almost the same moment that Mal'ia was pre­
sented lo him, he began some rndc jests upon the 
bad shape of her nose, and called her a tall ill-form­
ed thing. Site bore it with lhe utmost g-ood hu­
mour; but thal kind and sweet-tempered woman, 
Mrs. lirvan, deserved a better lot. I am amazed 
ahe would marry him , 

For my own part, I ham been so shJ, that I have 
]1ardly spoken to l1im, or J1e lo me. I cannot ima­
gine why the family was so rejoiced at his return. 
If he had spent his whole life abroad, I sl10uld l1ave 
supposed they might rather 1iarn been thankful 
than sorrowful. However, I hope they do not think 
so ill of him as I do. Al least, I am i.ure they 11am 
too much prudence to make it known. 

Saturduy Night. 
\Ve have been lo the opera, and. I am still more 

pleased than I was on Tuesday. 1 could ham 
thought myself in Paradise, but for the continual 
talking of the company around me. \Ve sat in the 
pit, where every body was dressed in so high a 
style, thal if I l1ad been less delighted with the per­
formance, my eJes would have found me sufiicient 
entertainment from looking al the ladies. 

I was very glad I did not sit next the Captain; 
for lie could not hear the music or singers, and was 
extremely gross in his observations on holh. \Vhen 
the opera was ornr, we went into a place ealled the 
coffee-room, where ladies, as well as geullcmen, 
assemble. There arc all sorts of refreshments, and 
the company walk about, and c.1wt wilh the same 
ease and freedom as in a private room. 

On l\IoudaJ we go to a ridotto, and on Wednes• 
day we return to Howard Gro, e. The Captain says 
he won't stay here to be smoked with,filth any longer; 
J111t l1aving b~n seven years smoked u·¥h u ourning 
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sun, he will retire to the country, and sink into a fair 

weather chap. Adieu, my dear Sir. 

LETTER xm. 

EVELI:SA IS COSTISUATIOS, 

My dear Sir, Tuesday, April 12. 

\ E came home from the ridotlo so ]ate, or rather 

ir,o early, that it was not possible for me to write. 

Indeed we did not go-you will be frightened to 

hear it-till past eleven o'clock: hut nobody does. 

A terrible reverse of the order of nature! \Ve sleep 

with the sun, and wake with the moon. 

The room was very magnificent, the lights and 

decorations were brilliant,and the company gay and 

· plendid. But I should have told yon, that I made 

mauy objections to being of the party, according 

to the resolution I had formed. However, Maria 

laughed me out of my scruples, and so once again I 

went to an assembly. 
l\Ii:.s Min an danced a minnel; but I bad not the 

courage to follow her example. In onr walks I saw 

Lord On iJIP-. He was quite alone, but did not ob­

sene us. Yet, as he seemed of no party, I thought 

it was not impossible, that he might join us; and 

though I did not wish much to dance at all-yet, 

as I was more acquainted with him than with any 

other per on in the room, I must own I could noL 

lielp thinking it would he infinitely more desirable 

to dance again with him than with an eutire stran• 

ger. To be sure, after all that had passed, it was 

very ridiculous to suppo e it even probable that 

Lord Orville would again honour me with his choice; 

yet I a.m compell'd to confess my absu1·dity, by wa1 

6lf explainin~ whal follows. 
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.Miss Minan was soon engaged; and presenllJ after a very fashionable gay looking mau, who i;ecmcd about thirty years of age, addrci;sed l1i~1sclf ~o me, and begged to l1ave the honour of danc10g with me. Tow Maria's partner was a geutlernan of Mrs. Mir­,an's acquaintance; for she had told us it was l1ighly improper for young women to danc~ with strangers at any public assembly. Indeed it was by no means my wish so to do : yet I did not like to confine myself from dancing at all ; neither did I dare refuse this gentleman as I had done I\Ir. Lo,el, and then, if any acquaiutancc should oiler, accept him : ancl so, all these reasons combining, induced me to tell l1im- yet I blush to write il to you !-that I was already engaged; _hy which I meant lo keep myself al liberty to dance, or not, as matters shvuld faJI out. 
I suppose my consciousness betrayed my artifice, for he looked at me as if incredulous; and, instead of being satisfied with my answer and leaving me, according to my expectation, he \Hlkcd at my side, and, with the greatest ease imaginable, began a con­lersation in the free style wl1ich only belongs lo old and intimate acquaintance. But, what was most prornking, J1c asked me a thousand <Jucstions con­cerning the partner to whom I was engaged. And at last he s11id, " Is it really possible that a man '"·J10m you l1ave honoured with your acceptance can fail to be at l1and to profit from your goodness?" I fcllextremely foolish; and begged Mrs.1\Iinan to lead to a seat; which sl1e very obligingly did. The Captain sat next her; and to my great surprise, this g·cntlemau thought proper lo follow, and seat J1imsclf next to me. 

" \Vhat an insensible!" continued lie ; " w]1y, Madam, you are missing t11e most delightful dance in the world !-TJ1e man must be either mad or a fool- Which do you incline to think him yourself?°' 
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either, Sir," answered I, in some confusion. 

He beggecl my pardon for the freedom of his sup­

position, saJing, " I really was off my guard, from 

astonishment that any man can he so much and so 

unaccountably his own enemy. But where, )fadam, 

can he possibly be !-has be left the room !-or ba:i 

not he been in it?" 
"_Indeed, Sir," said I peevishly, "I know 11otbi11g 

oflum." 
" I don't wonder that you are disconcerted, l\fa-

dam; it is really ,cry provoking. The best part 

of the e\ening will be absolutely lost. Ile deserves 

nol that you ~hould wait for him." 

" I do not, Sir," said I, " and I beg you not lo-" 

" fortifying, indeed, Madam," i11tcrruptcd he, 

" a lady to wait for a gentleman !-0 fie !-careless 

fellow !-"\"\'hat can detain him?-\Vill )OU gi,·a 

me lea,·e to seek him ?" 
" If you please, Sir," answered I, qnile terrified 

lest frs. Iirrnn should attend to him ; for she 

looked yery much surprised at seeing me enter into 

con\ersalion wilh a stranger. 
" \\ ith all my heart," cried be ; " pray, wl1at 

coal has lie on ?" 
" In<lce(l I ne,·er looked at it." 

" Out upon him!" cried he; " \,\'hat! did lie 

address you in a coat not worth looking at ?-\\hal 

a shabby wretch!'' 
How ridiculous! I really could nol l1clp la11gl1ing, 

wl1ich I fear encouraged him, for he went on. 

" Charming crcalnrc !-and can you rcall y bear 

ill usage with so much sweetness? Can you, like J>a­

tience on a monument, smile in the mitl~t of di~ap­

poinlment ?-For my part, though I am nol the of­

fended pcri,on, my iudignation is so great, 111:it L 

long to kick the fellow ronnd the room !-unless, 

indced,-(hcsitating and looking earnestly at me-,) 

uuless, indecd,-it is a 1>arlner of ymu own creut ing I'' 
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I was dreadfully abashed, and could not make any answer. 
"But no!" cried he (again, and with warmth,) " It cannot be that you are so cruel ! Softness ilself is paintca in your eycs.-You could not, surely, liarn tl1e barbarity so wantonly to trifle with my misery." 

I turned away from this nonsense with real dis­gust. l\Jrs. l\1irrnn saw my confusion, but was per­plexed wliat to think of it, and I could not explain to her the cause, lest the Captain should Lear me. I therefore proposed to walk ; she consented, and we all rose ; but, would you beliern it? tl1is man had the assurance to rise too, and walk close by my side, as ifof my party! 
" ·ow," cried lie, " I hope ,ve sl1all see tltis in­grate.-Is that he ?"-pointi11g to an old man who was lame, "01· that?" And in this manner lie asked me of whoei·er was old or ugly in the room. I made no sort of a11swer : and when lie fonncl that I was resolutely silent, and walked ou as much a,; I could without observing him, he su<ldculy stamped his foot, and cried out in a passion, " Fool! ideot ! l1ooby!'' 

I turned hastily toward Lim : " 0, l\Iadam," con­tinued he, " forgive my ,·ehemencc; but I am dis­tracted to think there sbonld exist a wretch who can slight a blessing for which I would forfeit my life!-0 tlrnt I could bnt meet him, I would soou-But I grow angry: pardon me, Madam, my passions are \'iolent, and Jonr injnries afiect me!" 
I began to apprehend he -was a madman, and 1,tared at him with the utmost astonishment. " I .~ec you are moved, :.\fadam," sai<l he; " generous crea­ture !-bnt don't be alarmed, I am cool again, I am iudeP,d,-upon my sonl I am ;-I intrcat yon, most lorcly of mortals! I iutrcat you to he easy." 

" fodeed, Sir," said I , er1 :,criou~ly, "I must 
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insist up1m your lea, ing me; you arc quite n stran-

ger to me, and I am both unused and a,erse Lo yom· 

language and JOnr manners." 
This seemed lo have some effect on him. Ue 

made me a low bow, begged my pardon, and ,owed 

he would not for the world offend me. 

"Then, Sir, you must lea,e me," cried I. " I 

:11n gone, l\Jadam, I am gone!" with a most tra­

gical air; and he marched away at a qnick 

pace out of sight in a moment; But before I had 

time to congratulate mJself, he was again al m:y 

elbow. 
" And could you really let me go, and not be 

sorry ?-Can you see me suffer torments inexpres­

;ible, and yet retain all your fa,·our for that mis­

creant who flies you ?-Ungrateful 1rnppy !- I 

could bastinado him!" 
" For Heaven's sake, my dear," cried Mrs. Mir-

Tan," who is he talking of?" 
" Indeed-I do not know, Madam," . said I; 

" but I wish he would lea,·e me." 
" \Vhat's all that there?" cried the Captain. 

The man made a low bow, and said," Only, Sir, 

a slight objection which this young lady makes to 

dancing with me, and which I am endeavouring to 

obviate. I shall think myself greatly honoured if 

you will intercede for me." 
"That lady, Sir," said the Captain coldly," is 

her own mistress." And he walked sullenly on. 

ou, Madam," said the man ( who looked de-

1 ighted) to Mrs. Mirrnn," you, I ho1le, will ha,e 

the goodness to speak for me." 
" Sir," answered she graYely," I liave not the 

1)leasure of being acquainted with you." 
" I hope when you ha,e, 1a'am," cried he, un­

dauuted, " you will honour me with JOUr approba­

tion; hut, while I am yet unknown to you, it would 

l, truly generous in you lo countenance me; and I 



4•2 
flatter myself, Madam, that you will not Ji.we cause to repent it." 

1\Irs. l\1irrnn, with an embarrassed air, replied, " I do not at all mean, Sir, to doubt your being a gentleman,-but-" 
" .Hul what, Madam ?-that doubt removed, why a but?" 
"\Yell, Sir," said l\lrs. Mirrnn (with a good lrn­moured smile), "I will even treal you wilh your own plainness, and try what effect that will li:.ern on you : I must therefore tell you, once for all-" "0 pardon me, :.'\Iadam !" interrupted he eagerly, " you must not proceed with those "ords once for all; no, if I ham heen loo plu.in, and though a man, deserrn a rebuke, remcmb<:r, dear ladies, that if you copy, yon ouglit in justice to e.rcu.se me." \Ve both stared al lho man's strange heha,iour. " Be nobler than your sex," continued lie, turn­ing lo me, " liouour me with one dance, and ghe up lhe ingrate who has merited so ill JOUr pali­enre." 

i'\Irs. Mirrnu looked will, astonishment al Ui both. 

" \Vho docs lie speak of, my cleat· ?-Jon ne\·cr meutioncd-" 
" 0, :\1aclam !" exclaimed he, "lie was 11ot worth mentioning-it is pity he was e,er lhonght of; bul let us forget his exislc11cc. One dance is all I solicit. Permit me, 'ladam, the l10nour of this young lady's hand; it will he a farnur I shall ernr most gratefully acknowledge." 

" Sir," answered she, "fa,ours and slranger/i hare with me no connection." 
" If you have hitherto," said he, " confined your bene,,olence to your intimate frieuds, suffer me to be the first for whom your charily is enlarged." "\Vell, Sir, I know not what to say to you,­but-" 
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He stopt her but with so many urgent entreaties, 

that she at lasl told me, I musl either go down one 

dance, or amid his imporlnuilies hyretuming home. 

I hesitated which allcruathe lo choose; but this 

impetuous man al length prerniled, and I was 

obliged lo consent to dance with him. 
And thm, was my de,ialion from truth punished; 

and thus di<l. this man's determined boldness con-

quer. 
During the dance, before we were too much en-

,ragcd in it for conwrsation, he was extremely pro­

yoking about m_t/ partner, and tried every means in 

his power to make me o" n that I had decei, cd him; 

which though I woulcl not so far humble myself as 

to ackno" ledge, "as indeed but too obdous. 

Lord Orville, I faucy, did not dance at all. He 

seemed to ha, e a large acquaintance, and joined 

se,eral difl'erenl parties: but you will easily sup­

pose, I was nol mud1 pleased lo see him, in a few 

minutes aflcr I "as gone, walk towards the place I 

had just left, and how to and join )lrs. l\lirvan ! 

How unlucky I thought 111) self, lhal I had not 

longer withstood this ~lra11ge1Ji,; importunities! The 

moment we hatl gone down the dance, I was has­

tening away from him; hut lie slopl me, and said, 

that I could by no means return lo my party "ilh­

out giving offence, before we had done our d1tty <if 

walking 1tp the dance. As l know nothing al all of 

these rules and customs, I was obli~ed lo submit lo 

his directions; hul I fancy l lookccl ratl1cr uneasy, 

for lie took uoticc of my in:ttlention, saying in his 

free way, "\Vhence that an iel) ?-"\ hy arc those 

}oye]y CJCS perpetually a,erlcd?''. 
" 1 wish yon woultl say no more to me, Sir," 

criecl I pee,ishly; " you ha,·c already destroyed 

all my happiness for this evening." 
" Good Hea,en ! what is it l have done ?-How 

have l merited this scorn?" 
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"You have tormented me to death; yon hare forced me from my friends, and intruded JOursclf upon me, against my will, for a partner." " Surely, my dear Madam, we ought to be bet­ter friends, since L11ere i,eems to be something of sympathy in the frankness of our dispositions­And Jct, were you not an angel-how do Joi1 think I could brook such contempt?" 

" Ifl hal'e offended JOU," cried I, " you J1al·e but to learn me-and O how I wish you would!" " My dear creature," said he, half laughing, " why wl1ere could you be educated?" ""\Vhere I most sincerely wish I now was!" " How conscious you must he, all beautiful that you are, that those charming airs sen·e only to heighten the bloom ofJour complexion!" " Your freedom, Sir, wl1ere you are more ac­quainted, may perhaps be less disagreeable; but to me-" 

" You do me justice," cried he, interrupting me, " yes, I do iudeed improl·e upon acquaintance; JOU will hereafter be quite charmed with me." " Hereafter, Sir, I l10pe I shall nernr-'' " 0 hush !-hush !-liave you forgot the situa­tion in which I found you ?-Ha, e you forgot, that when deserted, I pursued you,-when betr:tyed, I adored you ?-but for me-" 
" But for you, Sir, I might perhaps have beeu l1appy." 

" \Vhat then, am I Lo couclude that but for me, your partner would l1ave appeared ?-poor fellow!­and did my presence awe l1im ?" 
" J wish his presence, Sir, could awe you!" " His presence !-perhaps then you see him?" " Perhaps, Sir, I do," cried J, quite wearied of )1is raillery. 

" "\Vhere? where ?-for IIe,nen's ·ake sLew mt the wretch!" 
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' \ rclcl1, 'ir!" 
" 0, a ,cry saYagc !-a sneaking, shame-faced 

despicable pn1>PY !" 
I know not what bewitched me-but my pride 

was hurt, and my spirits were tired, and-in short 

I had the folly, looking at Lord Orville, to repeat, 

" Despicable, you think?" 
His P-JCS instanll) followed mine; " '\Vhy, is that 

the gentleman?" 
I made no answer; I could not affirm, and I would 

not deny :-for I hoped to be relieved from his 

teasing hy his mistake. 
The "f'ery moment we had clone wliat he called 

our duty, I eagerly desired to return lo l\lrs. :Mir-

,·an. 
" To your partner, I presume, Madam?" said he, 

very gravely. 
This quite confounded me. I dreaded lest tl1is 

mischie,ous wan, ignorant of his rank, should ad­

dress himself lo Lord Orville, and say something 

which might c~posc my artifice. Fool! to invohc 

mpelf in such difficulties! I now feared what I had 

hcfore "ished ; and therefore to avoid Lord Or­

ville, I was obliged myself to propose going down 

another dance, though I was ready to sink with 

shame "l1ile I spoke. 
" But )Our partner, Ma'am?" said he, affecting a 

very solemn air, " perhaps he may resent my de­

taining yon : if JOU will giYe me leave to ask l1is 

consent--" 
" Tot for the universe.'' 

" '\\.ho is he, l\Iadam ?'' 
I wished myself a hnndrccl miles off. He re-

vealed his qne lion, " \Yhal is his name?" 

" othing-nobody-1 don't hww-" 

Ile assumed a most important solemnity: "Ho" ! 

-uol know ?-Gi, e me leine, my dear Madam, lo 

1·~com111end this caution to JOll: Te,·er <lance in 
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public with a strangcr,-witl1 ono wl10se name you arc uuacquainted with,-wl10 may lie a mere ad-­venturer,-a man of 110 character, consider to what impertinence JOU may expose JOUrself." ,, as cYer any tl1ing so ridiculons? I could not help laughing, in spite of m_r , exation. At this instant, .Mrs. :.\Iirrnn, fullowccl hy Lorcl Orville, walked up lo us. You will casilJ· belicrn it was not di11icultforme to rccoYer my gra,ity; lmt "lint was my conslcruation, when tl1is strange man, destined Lo be the scourge ofmy artifice, exclaimct!, "Ha! my Lord Onille !-I protest I d;J uotknow your Lordship. lVb:tl can I say for my usurpation? -Yet, faith, my Lord, such a prize was not to Lo neglected." 
• }Iy shame and confusion were unspeakable. \\'ho could l1a,e supposeu or foreseen that this man kucw Lord Onillc? But falsehood is not more uujuslifi­a!Jlc than unsafe. 

Lord On·illc-wcll he might-looked all amaze­ment. 

" The philosopl,ic coldness of Jour Lordship," continued this odious creature, " e,·cry mau is not endowed ,~ith. I ham used my utmost endearnurs to entertain this lady, though I fear without success; and your lordship will not be a little flattered, if ac<p1ainted with tl1c difficulty which attended my procr.ring the honour of only one dance." Then, turning lo 111c, wJ10 was sinking with sl1a.me, wl1ile Lo1·d On·illc stood motionless, and Mrs . .Mirvan astonislied,-l1e suddenly sei:..1ed my 1mnd, saying, " Think, my Lord, what rnnst be my reluctance to resign this fair hand lo Jour Lordsl1ip !" 1n U1e sa.,~c i11stant, Lord Onille took it of him ; I coloured v10lenlly, and ma.de an elfort to reco,•er it. " Yon do me too much honour, Sir," cried he, (with au a.ir of galla.ntry, pressiug- it to his lips be­fore he leL it go;) " lt.owerer, I sl1all be happy to 
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profit by it, if tllis lady," turning Lo Mrs. lirvan, 

" will permit me to seek for her party." 

'l'o compel him thus to dance, I could not endure; 

and eagerly called out," Byno means-not for lh 

world !-I must beg--" 
" ,vm you honour me, )fadam, wiLh your com­

mands," cried my tormentor; " may I seek the 

lady's party?" 
" o, Sir," answered I, turning from him. 

" ,\hat shall be done, my deal'?" said :.\Irs. :.\lir-

othing, Ma'am ;-any thing, I mean--" 

" But do you dance, or not? yon see his Lord hip 

wails." 
" I hope not-I beg that-I would not fol' the 

world-I am sure I ought to-to--" 
I could not speak; but that confident man, deter­

miniug to discover whetheL· or not I had decci,·ed 

him, said to Lord Orville, who stood suspended," l\ly 

Lord, this affair, wl1ieh at present seems perplexed, 

I wiil briefly explain :-this lady proposed to me 

another dance,-nothing could have made me more 

]1appy,-I only wished for yonr Lordship's permis­

sion; which, if now ~ranted, will, I am persuaded, 

set e,ery thing right.'' 
I glowed with indiguation. " i o, Sir-it is your 

al)scnce, and that alone, can set every thing right." 

"For Heaven's sake, my dear," cried l\Irs. Min·an, 

who could no longer contain her surprise, " ,,hat 

docs all this mean ?-were JOU pre engagP.Cl ?-hail 

Lord Orville--" 
" No, Madam," cried I, " 01,ly-only I did not 

knowthatgenlleman,-all(l so,-aud sol thongl1t-

I inlended-1--" 
Overpowered by all that had pas~cd, I had nol 

strength to make my mortifying explanation ;-m! 

spirits quite failed me, and I hurst into leari. 

They all seemed i.hocked and arnazc,l. 
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" ,v1tat is Uie matter, my dearest lo, e ?" cricJ. Mrs. l\lirvan, wilh the kindest concern. 
" \Vhat have I done!" exclaimed my evil genius, nnd ran oflicioNsl y for a glass of water. 
Howe,·er, a hiut was sufficient for Lord Onillr, who comprel1cnded all I wonld ham explained. He immediately led me to a seat, and said in a low voice, " Be nut distressed, I beseech you ; I shall ever thiok my name honoured by your making use ofit." 

This politeness relieved me. A general murmm· had alarmed Miss l\lirrnn, who flew instantly to me ; while Lord On-ille, the moment :Mrs. 1\Iirvan l1ad Laken the waler, led my turmcnlor away. 
" Po1· Ilea,en's sake, dear :Madam," cried I, "let me go home ;--indeed I cannot slay here any longer." 
" Let us all go," cried my kind :.\faria. 
" But the Captain, what will he say-I had better p;o home in a chair." • 
Jlr • ::\Iirrnn consented, and I rose to depart. Lord On ille and that man both came to me. The first, with an allenlion I but ill merited from him, led me to a chair ; \\hile llie other followed, pes­tering me wilb apologies. I wished to hare made mine to Loni Orrille, but was too much ashamed. It was about one o'clock. i\frs. l\lirrnn's senants ~aw me Jwme. 

And now,-"lmt again shall C\"er tem1,t me Lo an assern bl y? I cl read lo hear "hat you will think of rne, mv most dear and ho11oured Sir: you will need your u"'tmost partiality to receive m~ without dis­pleasure. 
This morning Lord On·illehas sent to inquire aflcr our J1ealths; and Sir Clemenl ,villougJ1by, for that I find is the name of my pt>rsecntor, lms calleJ; bu~ I would not go down slairs till lie was go1ie. 

And now, my dear Sir, I ean so111(m)1al acronnl 
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fot· the slrange, provoking, and ridiculous conduct 

of lhii- Sfr CIC'menl lasl night; for Miss Min an says 

he is lhc Yer) man wilh whom she heard Lord Or­
\ille comersiug at Mrs. Slanley's, when I was 

spoken ofin so mortifying a manner. He was pleased 

to say he was glad to hear I was a fool; and there­
fore, I suppose, he concluded lie might talk as much 
nonsemc as he pleased to me: howeYer, I am very 

indifferent as to his opinion ;-but for Lord On-ille, 

-iflhen he thought me an idiot, now, I am sure, he 
must suppose me l,olh bold and presuming. Make 
use of his name !-what impertinence !-he can 

nern1· know how it happeued,-he can only imagine 

it was from an excess of, auity :-we11, ho\\cvcr, 1 
iihall leave this bad city to-morrow, and ne,er again 

will I enter it ! 
The Captain intencls to take us to-night to the 

Fantocini. I cannot bear lhat Caplain ; I can give 

you no idea how gross he is. I hearlil y rcjoi cc that 

he was not p1·esenl al Lhe disagreeable conclusion of 

yesterday's ad venture, for I am sure he wonltl ha, e 

,;:ontributed to my confusion; which might perhaps 

have diverted him, as lie seldom or neYcr smiles but 

at some other person's expcncc. 
Aud l1ere I. conclude my London leltcrs,-and 

without any regret; for I am too i11cxperienced 

and ignorant to conduct myself with 1>ropriety in 
this tmn1, wl1ere every thing is new to me, and many 

things arc unaccountable and J>Crplcxing. 
Adieu, my clear Sir; Hca"eu rcsloro me safely to 

you! I wish I was to go immediately to Berry Hill; 

yet the wish is ungrateful to l\lrs. l\Iinan, anJ there­
fore I will repress it. I shall write an account of the 
Fautocini from Howard GroYe. \Ve ha~e not lJecn 
to balf the public places that are now open, though 
l dare say you will thiuk we l1ave been to all. Rut 

they are almost as innumerable as the per ons "ho 

fill them. 
\01.. 1. 1, 
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LE'ITER XIY. 

J:V:CLT .'A 1:,,- COXTI~VATIO~. 

Qzu:rn-Ann-St;·eet, April 13. 

How much will you he surpri~cd, my dearest Sir, 
at rf'eciving another lclter, from Londou, of your 
U\clina'i:; writing! But, belicrn me, il was uot my 
fanlt, neilla·r is it mJ happiness, tliat I am still here: 
our journe) I.as l>con postponed by a accident 
€qually une.xpectccl and disagTeeab]e. 

We went la~L IJig·ht to see the Fantocini, "here we 
l1ad infinite enlertaiJ1mcnt from tl1c pcrformauee of 
a little comedy in F1'ench and Italian, by puppets, 
so admirably maMged, tliat they both astonished 
and divcrlctl us all, except tlw Captain, who has a 
fixed and most p1'cjudiced hatred ofwhatcnr is not 
English. 

·when it wa- Oler, "]tile we waited for the coach, 
a tall elder!) woman brushed quickly pa!>l us, calling 
onf," l\ly Goel, what shall I do?" 

" \\1hj,, what u:ould you do?" cried tl1e Captain. 
" "J.Iafoi, J',fo11sieur," answered s}1e, " 1 han~ lost 

my eompany,andin this place I don't know nobody." 
Tl1ere was something foreign in l1cr accent, tl1oug·h 

it was difficult to discover whether sl1e was an Eng­
lish or a French woman. She was, cry well dressed ; 
and sremetl so entirely al a loss wh'll to do, that 
~frs. 1in:rn propPs d to tl1c Captain lo as isl her. 

" .Assist her!" cried he, "ay, wilb all my heart;­
let a link-hoy <'nil her a roach.'' 

There wa • uot one to be had, and it rail.led ,·er,­
fast. 

" l1Io1i Dim!" exclaimed the stranger, " what 
sl1all l1el'ome of me? J e suis an descipoir !" 

"Dear Sir,'' cried .\liss ~lirvan, "pray fol-. 
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take tlie poor Ja<ly into our coach. he i!> quite 

alone, aod a foreigner--." 
" She's ne,·er the better for that," answered lie: 

" i,he may be a woman of the to1"'n, for any thing 

you know." • 
" She docs nol appear suc11," said :Mrs. Minan; 

" and indeed she seems so rnach distrci.sccl, Lhat we 

shall but follow the golden rule, if we carry her to 

her loch;ings.'' 
" You are mighty foncl of new acquaintance," re-

turn cl ho ; " but first let us know if she be going 

our waY.'' 
Upo;1 enquiry, we found tl1at she lived in Oxford 

Road; and,aft t· some disputing, the Captain surlily, 

and with a yery bad grace, consenle<l lo admil her 

into his coach; though ho soon couYinced us, that lie 

v.as cletermine<l she should not be loo much obliged 

to him, for lie seemed absolutely bent upon quar­

relling "ith her: for which strange iuhospitalily I 

can assign uo other reason, than that she appeared 

to be a foreigner. 
The conversation began, by her telling us, tl1at 

i,he had been in Eoglancl only two days ; that the 

gentlemen belonging to her were Pari • s, and had 

left her to sec for a ha!·kuey-eoach, as her o,u1 car­

riage was abroad ; an(l that she had waited for tl1em 

till she was quite fri;;htene<l, aml concluded that they 

ha!l lost thorns h s. 
"And pray," said the Captain, " why did you 

go to a public place without an Englislunan ?" 

" i\Ia foi, Sir," answered she, "because none of 

my acq,iaintance is in Lown." 
" ,vhy then," said he, " I'll tell :YOU what, your 

brst way is to go out of it youri1elf." 
"Pardi,.i\Ionsieu,·,"returncdshe, "andsolsl1all; 

for, 1 promise yon, I think the English a parcel of 

Lrutes ; and I'll ~o back to France as fast as I can, 

for I "ould not li, c amo1w none of you." 
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" \Vho wants yon r" cried the Ca:1La.in : " do you suppose, Madam French, we have nol enough of other nations to pick our pockels already? I'll warrant JOU, there's no need for JOU for to put in your oar." 
" Pick your pockets, Sir! I wish nobody wanted to pick your pockets no more than I do ; and I'll prnmise you you'd be safe enough. But there's no nation under the sun can heal the English for ill­politeness : for my part, I hale the very sight of them; and so I shall only just visit a person of quality or two of my particular acquaintance, and then I shall go back again to France." 

" Ay do," cried he; '' and then go to the devil together, for that's the fittest voyage for the French and the quality." 
" \Ve'll take care l1owever," cried the stranger with great vehemence, " not to admit none of your vulgar unmannered English among us." 
" 0 never fear," returned he coolly, "we shan't dispute the point with you ; JOU and the quality may have the de,,il all to yourselves." 
Desirous of changing the subject of a conver­sation which now became rnry alarming, Miss Mirvan called out, "Lord, how slow tlte man drives!" 

ernr mind, .l\foll," said her father, " I'll wa1·­ranl you he'll dri,·e fast enou~h to-morrow, when you are going to Howard Grove.'' 
" 'I'o Howard Grove !" exclaimed the stranger, " wl1y, mon Dieu, do you know Lady Howard?" 
" Why, what if we do?" answered J1e; " that's nothing to you; ~he's none of yow· quality, I'll promise yon." 
" Who told you that?" cried she; " you don't. know nothing about the matter I be5idcs, you'i-e the ill bredest person ever I see : and as to you,· 



EVELI~A 53 

knowing Lady Howard, I don't believe no such a 

tl1in~; unlc~s, indeed, JOU arc l1er sleward." 

The Caplaiu, f.wcaring terribly, said, with great 

furv," Yon would mt;ch sooner be taken for her 

wa~h-woman." 
'' Her, ·a··h-woman, indcecl !-Ila, ha, ha! why 

you han't no eyes; did JOU mer see a. wash-womau 

in ~nch a gown as this ?-Besides, I'm• no such 

mean person, for I'm as good as lady Howard, and 

as rich too ; and besides, I'm now come to England 

to , isil her." 
" Yon may spare yourself that tl1ere trouble," 

said the Captain," she has paupers enough about her 

alreadv." 
" P·auperi-, Mister !-no more a pauper than JOUr-

. elf nor so urn eh neither;- but you are a low, 

dirty fcll01\', and I slian't sloop to take no more no• 

tiee of you." 
'' Dirty fellow!'' exclaimed the Captain, seizing 

Loth her wrists, " l1ark you, :\frs. ·Frog, you'd best 

ltoltl JOllr tongue; for I must make bold to tell you, 

if you don't, that I shall make no ceremony of 

tripping JOU out of the window, and there you may 

lie in the mud till some of your l\lonsccr5 come lo 

help you out of it." 
Their increasing vassion quite terrified us ; and 

J lrs. "lirvan ,,as beginning to remonstrate with 

the Captain, "hen we were all silenced Ly what 

follows. 
" Let me go, ,·illam tl1at you are, ]et me go, or 

I'll promise you I'll get you put to }ffison for this 

usage. I'm no common person, I assure you; and, 

ma Joi, I'll go to Jmtico Fielding aboul you ; for 

I'm a person of fashion, and I'll make yori know it, 

or my name a'n'l DuYal." 
I heard no more : amazed, frightened, aml un-

~peakahly :,}1o<'ketl, an involuntary e.·clamation of 

4; rucious Ilcaren ! csca1ied rue, au<l more dc~u tha1~ 
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alh·e, I sunk into Mrs. Mirvan's arms. But let me draw a veil over a scene too cruel for a heart so compassionately tender as your's ; it is sufficient that yon know this supposed foreigner prm·ed to be Madame Duval,-the grandmotl1er of your E,·e­lina ! 

0, Sir, to disco,·er so near a relation in a woman, who had thus intl'odueecl l1erself(-what would be­
come of me, were it not for you, my protector, my friend, and my refuge ? 

l\ly extreme concern, and :'\Irs. l\linan's surprise, immediately betrayed me. But I \,j]J not sl1ock you with the manner of her acknowledg-iBg me, or the billerness, the grossness-I cannot otherwise ex­p1·ess myself,-with which sl1e spoke of those un­happy past transactions you hne so pathetically related to me. All t11e misery of a much injured JJarent, dear, though nernr seen, regrelted, though never known, crowded so forcibly upon my me­mory, that they rendered this interview-one only exeepted-the most afilicting I can ever know. 
\Vhen we stopt at lier lodgings, she desired me to' accompany her into the house, and said s11e could easily procure a room for me to sleep in. Alarmed and trembling, I turned to i\Irs . .\lirvan. "~Iy daughter, J\tadam," said that :.weet woman, " can­not so abruptly parl with l1er young friend; you must allow a little time to wean them from each other." 

" Pardon me, i\la'am," answered :\1adame Duval, (who, from tho time of her being known, some­what softened her manners) " l\Iiss can't possibly be so nearly connected to this cl,ild as I am." 
" No matter for that," cried lhe Captain, (who espoused my cause to satisfy his own pique, tbo' an awkward apology had passed between them) ":.he was sent to us; and so, d'ye see, we don't choose for to part with her." 
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l [ romi "d lo wail upon her al what time she 

1 
lc:t~Cll the nc. L day; am!, after a horl debate, she 

desirvtl me to l.lrcakfast with her, and we proceeded 

to Queen-Ann-street. 
\ hat an unfortunate ad'l-·enturc ! I co11l1l not 

do e my ye.; the whole night. thou.and time I 

,,ished l had neYcr left Berry-Hill: howcva, my 

rclltrn thither shall he accelerated to the utmost of 

m · pmrnr; and, once more in that aho1lc of tranquil 

happiness, l will suffer no Lemplatiou lo allure me 

clsewher,. 
Mr~. l\Iinan was so kind as lo accompany n e to 

la<lamc Duval\; house t~1is morning. The Cap­

l in, too, offered his scr\'icc; .vhich I declined, 

from a fear ~he should suppose l mcaul to insult her. 

he frowned most tcnibly upon :\1rs. Minan; 

but she rccchcd me with as much tendcrne~s as I 

1,e1ie\e she is ca.pa.hlc of feeling. Indeed, our mcul­

ing seems really to have affected her; for whe11, 

mercome by the variety of emotions which th:, 

1,ight of her occasioned, I almost fainted in her arm., 

he bnrst into tear , and said, " let. me not lose my 

11oor dauo-hter a second time!" This unexpected 

h ... nanity soflcnc(l me extremely; but :;he very 

soon ex.cited my warme t indignation, by the un­

grateful mention she made of the be l of men, my 

dear and most generous benefactor. Howo,·cr, 

grief and anger mutually gave way lo terror, upon 

her avowi11g the intention of her Yisiting England 

was lo make mo return with l1cr to France. This, 

1,l1e said, ¥as a plan she had formed from the instant 

she had heard of my birth; which, she protested, 

did nol reach her ears till I must have been twch i, 

years of age; but . 1onsicur Durnl, who she de­

clared was the worst husband in the world, would 

not permit her to clo any thing she wished : he had 

been dead but three montl1s ; which l1ad been 

employed in arranging certain affairs, that were 
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110 sooner settled, than she set otr for England. She was already out of mourning, for she ~aid nobody here could tell how long she had been a widow. 

Slie must 11avo heeu married very early in life: what Jier age is I do not lnow; but she really looks to be less than fifty. SJ1e dresses ,·erJ gaily, paint~ , ery high, and the traces of former beauty arc still very ,isiblc in l1er face. 
I know 110t when, or h°'~, this visit would have ended, liad not the Captain called for Mrs. Minan, and absolutely iu~i:stcd upon my attending J1cr. He is become,, cry suddenly, so warmly my friend, that I quite dread his officiousness. 1\trs. Mirvan, J10we,er, whose principal study seems to be healing those wounds wl1ich J1er husband inOicts, appeased Madame Durnl's wratl1, by a ,ery polite invitation to drink lea, and spend the evening J1ere. Not without great diflicully was the Captain prevailed upon to dcft:r J1is journey some time longer; but what could be done? It would haye been indecent for me to Iiave quitted town the Yery instant I dis­covered that MadameDurnl was in it; and to lta\-e staid here solely under her protection-Mrs. Mir­-van, thank Hca, en, was too kind for such a thougl1t. Tl1at sl1e should follow us to HowarJ Grom, I almost e<111ally dreaded. It is tlrnreforc determined •that "e remain in London for some day)';, or a weeJ..: : though tlie Captain J1as declared that the • old F,·ench hag, as he i:. pleased to caII her, shall fare nm er lhe better for it. 

My only l1ope is to get safe to BPn-y Hill ; ,~he1·e, counselled and sheltered by you, I shall hale nothiug more lo fear. Adieu, my t>rer de:n· and most l1ououred ~ir ! I sl1all ha\c no liappi11c,i till I ain aiaiu with you. 
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LETI'ER ~'V. 

~R. YILL.ARS TO EVELINA, 

Berry-Hill, April 16, 

IN the belief and hope that my E\'elina would, 

ere now, Jiaye bi<l adieu to London, I had inleDded 

to ha,e deferred writing, till I heard of her 1·elurn to 

Howard Gro,·e ; hut the letter I have this moment 

re,·ehed, with intelligence of ladame Dm·al's ar­

rival in England, demands an immediate answer. 

Her journey hither equally grieYes an<.l alarm, 

me. Ho v much did I pit) y cl1il<l, wh n 1 read 

of a discmery al once so uue. pectetl aud uuwished ! 

I ha,e long dreaded this meeting l){l its con~e­

qu nee; lo claim you seems naturally to folio, 

ackno ·!edging you. I am well acquainted with 

her lli~po ilion, and h:ne for many year foresc n 

the cont L "liich now threaten us. 

Cru l as arc the ei1·eumstauces of this affair, ) ou 

must not, 1y l\H c, suffer it to depress your spirit : 

1·ememhcr, that "hile Jifo is lent me, I will cle,ote it 

to your .ervicc; and, for future lime, I "ill make 

i=:uch pro,ision a. shall seem to me most conduci, e 

to yom· future happiness. S cure of rny protection, 

and rel} ing on my tendern ss, lcl no apprehcn~ions 

of . Iadame Dun1l disturb your peace : conduct 

your:; If to, ·ards her ,,ith all the rcsp et antl defe­

rence due lo so near a rcl, lion, remembering al­

waJ s, tliat the failure of duty on her part, cau by 

no means jm,tify any neglect on your's. Indeed, 

the more fm•·ibly y-ou arc ~truck with improprieties 

and misconduct in another, the greater should he 

y-our ob. crvauce and dilig nee to a,oid cwn tlie 

:;hadow of i:;imilar errors. Ile careful, tl.ercfore, 

that no remi~snei;s of allention, no iudilfrrcncc of 

obliging, make known lo h r tl1c independence I 
D2 
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assure you of; but when she fixes the time for I1er leaving England, trnst to me the task of refusing your attending her: disagreeable to myself, I own, it will be ; yet to you il would be improper, if not impossible. 

In regard to her opinion of me, I am more sorry than surprized at lier determined blindness ; the palliation which she feels the want of, for her own conduct, leads her to seek for failings in all who were "concerned in those unhappy transactions which she has so much reason to lament. And this, as it is the cause, so we must in some measure consider it as the excuse of her inveteracy. 
How grateful to me are your wishes to return to .Berry Hill ! Your lengthened stay in London, and the dissipation in which I find you are invoh•ed, fill me with uneasiness. I mean not, l1owever, that I would have you sequester yoarself from the party to which you belong, since Mrs. l\tirvan might thence infer a reproof which your yonth and her kindness would render inexcusable. I will uot, therefore, enlarge upon this subject; but content myself with te1Iiug you, that I shall l1earlily rejoice when I hear of your safe arrival al Howard Grom, for which place I hope you will he preparing at tlrn time you receive this letter. 

I cannot too much thank you, my best Evelina, fot· the minuteness of your communications. Con­tinue to me this indulgence, for I should be misera­ble if in ignorance of your proceedings. 
How new to you is the scene of life in which you are engaged !-balls-plays-operas-ridottos !­Ah, my child! at your return l1ither, how will you bear the change ? My heart trembles for your fu­ture tranquillity.-Yet I will hope every thing from the unsullied wl1iteness of your soul, and the native liveliness of your disposition. 

I am sure I need not say, how much more I was 
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pleased with the mistakes of your inexperience at 

the private ball, than with tl1e allempted adoption 

of more fashionable manners at the ridotlo. Bnt 

your confusion and mortifications were sucl1 as lo 

entirely silence all reproofs on my part. 
I hope you will see no more of Sir Clement \Vil­

loughby, ,,ho.;e comersation and boldnei-s are ex­

tremely disgustful to me. I was gratified by the good 

nature of Lord Onille, upon your making use of his 

name; hut I hope you will nerer again 11ut it to 

such a trial. 
HeaHn lilci-s thee, my dear child! and grant tl1al 

neither misfortune nor, ice may ever rob thee of that 

gaiety of heart, which, resulting from innocence, 

"hile it constitutes your own, contributes also lo the 

lclicity of all who know you ! 
ARTHUR VILLARS. 

LE'ITER J . VI. 

J:VELINA TC, TUE REV. l\1R, VILLARS. 

Queen-Ann- treet, 
Tlmrsdoy morning, April 14•. 

BEFORE our dinner was oyer yesterday, fadam 

Dmal came to tea; though it will lessen your sur­

prise, to hear that it was near firn o'clock, fi.>r we 

ne, er dine till the <lay is almost °'·er. She was 

asked into another room "hile the table was clear­

ed, and then was invited to partake of the desert. 

She was attended by a French gentleman, whom 

~he introduced by the name of .Monsieur Du Bois : 

Mrs. 1inan received them both with her usual po­

liteness ; but the Captain looked ve1·y mnch dis­

pleased ; and after a short silence, very ternly said 

to :Madame Duval," Pray, who a ked )OU to bring 

t:h; L there i,;park will, )O\I ?" 
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" 0," cried sl1e, "I ne'l"er go no where without hiw." 
Another short silence ensued, which ,vas termi­

nated by the Captain's turning roughly to the fo­
reigner, and sayino-, "Do you know, Alonseer, that 
you are the first Frenchman I ever let come into my house?" 

fonsieur Du Bois made a profound bow. He 
speaks no English, and understands it so imperfectly, 
that he might possibly imagine he had received a compliment. 

Mrs. ~t:irvan endeavoured to divert the Captain's 
ill humour, by starling new subjects: hut he left to 
her all the trouble of ·upporting them, and leant 
back in his chair in gloomy silence, except when 
any opportunity oflered of utterino- some sarcasm 
upon the French. Finding her efforts to render Lhe 
evening agreeal.,le were fruitless, l\Irs. l\Iinan pro­
posed a party lo Ranclagh. Madame Durnl joy­
fully consented lo it; and the Captain, though he 
railed against the dissipation of the women, did not 
oppose it; and therefore Maria and I ran up stairs 
to dress oursehes. 

Before we were ready, word was brought us, tl1at 
Sir Clement ,villoughby was in Lhe drawing-room. 
He introduced himself under the pretence of en­
quiring after all our healths, and entered the room 
with the easy air of an old acquaintance ; though 
l\frs. l\firvan confesses that he seemed embarrassed 
when he found how coldly he was receh-ed, not 
only by the Captain, but by herself. 

I was extremely disconcerted at the thoughts of 
seeing thi, man again, and did not go down stairs till 
I as called to lea. He was then deeply engao-ed 
in a discourse upon French manners with Madame 
Du--ral and the Captain; and the subject seemed so 
entirely lo engross him, that he did not, at first, ob­
serve my entrance into the room. Their conver-
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satiou was snpported with great i-ehemence ; the 

Cilplain roughly maintaining the superiority of the 

Engli!,h in c\Cry parlicula1·, and .,Iadame Duval 

wannly refusing to allow of it in any; while ir 

Clement exerted all his powers of ai-gnmenl and of 

ridicule, lo second and trengthen whale, er was ad­

' auce<l Ly the Captain: for he had the sagacity to 

disco,cr, that h coulll take no method so effectual 

for making the master of the house his friend, as to 

make :'.\fadame Dmal his enemy; and indeed, in a 

, 1:ry short time, he had reason lo congratulate him­

self upon his successful discernment. 

As soon as he saw me, he made a most respect-

ful liow, and hoped I had not suffered from the fa­

tigue of tl1e ridotto: l made no other answer than a 

i.lio-ht inclination of the head, for I was very much 

ashamed of that whole affair. He then returned to 

the llispntants; where he managed the argumeut 

so skilfully, at once pro,oking ::\ladame Dnrnl, and 

deli~hting the Captain, that l coulu not forbear ad­

mirin"' ]1is address, though I condemned his sub· 

tlely. ~lrs. :\lirvau dreading such violent aota· 

gonists, attempted frequently to change the suh­

jecl; and she might have succeeded, but for the 

interposition of Sir Clement, who would not suffer 

it lo be given up, and supported it with such hu­

mour and satire, that he seems to have won the 

Captain's heart ; though their uni.Led forces so en­

ra,,.ed and oyerpowered ~ladame Duval, that she 

really trembled with va sion. 
I was ~ ery glad when lrs. Mirrnn said it was 

time to be gone. Sir Clement arose to take leave ; 

but the Captain very cordially invited him lo join 

our party : he had an engagement, he &aid, but 

would gi,·c it up lo hue that pleasure. 

Some little confusion en ued in regard to our 

manner of etting off. .1rs. l\lin au offered • la­

dame D11val a place in her coac11, and proposed that 
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wo four females should go all together; howevel', this she rejected, declaring she would by no means go so far without a gentleman, and wonderiug so polite a lady could make so English a proposal. Sir Clemenl "Willoughby said, l1is chariot was waiting at U10 door, and begged to know if il could be of any use. It was at last decided, that a Jiackney­coach should be called for Monsieui· Du Bois and Madame Durnl, in which lhe Captain, and, at his requesl, Sir Clement, went also ; l\Irs. and Miss Mirrnn and I had a peaceful and comfortable ride by ourselves. 
I doubt nol but they quarrelled all the way; for when we met at Ranelagh every one seemed out of lmmour ; and though we joined parties, poor .Ma­dame Duval was arnide<l as much as possible by all 1Jut me. 

The room was so very much crowded, tliat hut for the uncommon assiduity of Sir Clement Wil­loughby, we should nol hai:e been able to procure a bo:x (wl1ich is the name given lo the arched re­cesses that are appropriated for tea parties) till }ialf the company had retired. As we were taking pos­session of our places, some ladies of Mrs. Minan's acquaintance stopped to speak to her, and persuaded l1er to take a round witlt them. \Vhen she returned to us, wliat was mJ surprise, to see that Lord On·illo had joined Iier party! 'fhe ladies walked on : Mrs. l\Iirrnn sealed herself, and made a slight, though i-espectful, invitation to Lord Orville to drink J1is tea wit11 us; which, to my no small consternation, he accepted. 
I felt a confusion unspeakable at again seeino­him, from the recollection of the ridotto adventure~ nor did my situation lessen it; for I was seated be­tween Madame Duval and Sir Clement, wl10 seemed as little as myself to desire Lord Orville's presence. lndecd, tl1e continual wranglinii and i1l-breedi11g of 
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Captain MirV"an and Madame Dmal made me hlush 

that I belonged to them. And poor Mrs. 1irv:m 

and her amiable daughter had still less reason Lo be 

atisfieJ. 
A general silence ensued after he was sealed: hii 

appearance, from different motives, ga,e an uni­

versal restraint lo e,·ery body. \ hal his own rea­

sons were for honouring us with his company, I can­

not imagine ; unless, indeed, he had a curiosity to 

know whether I should im·ent any new imperti­

nence concerning him. 
'The first speech was made by Madame Dnval, 

who said, " It's quite a shocking thing to see ladies 

come to so genteel a place as Ranelagh with hats 

on : il has a monstrous vulgar look ; I can't think 

wl1at they wear them for. There is no such a thing 

to be seen in Paris." 
" Indeed," cried 8ir Clement, " I must own my­

self no ad vocale for hats ; I am sorry the ladies ever 

invented or adopted so tantalizing a fashion: for, 

,,here there is beauty they only serve to shade it; 

ancl where there is none, to e. cite a most unavail­

ing curiosity. I fancy they were originally worn 

by some )Oung and whimsical coquet." 
" _ fore likely," answered the Captain, " they 

were imeIJted hy some wrinkled old bag, who'd a 

mind for to keep the young fellows in chace, let 

them he never so weary." 
" I don't know wl1at you may do in England," 

cried Jadame Duval, " but I know in Paris no 

woman needn't be at such a trouble as that to be 

taken very genteel notice of." 
" "\\'hy, will you pretend for to say," returned 

the Captain, " that they don't distinguish the old 

from the young there as well as here?" 
"They don't make no distinguishrncnls al all," 

.s:tid sl1e; " they're vastly too polite." 
" More fools they!" cried the Captain, sneerin~ly. 
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" "\Vould to Hea,en," cried Sir Clement," tlmt, for our ow11. akes, we Eng1islunen too were blest with so accommodating a blindness!" 
" \Vhy the devil do JOU make such a prayer as that?" demanded the Captain : " them are the flrst foofoh words I'm heard yot1 speak ; but I suppose you're not much used to that sort of work. Did 

you cn~r make a praJer before since yon were a snirc]lcr?'' 
"Av, now," cried l\I dame Dm·al, "thal's ano­ther of the unpolilenesses of you .English, to go lo talking of such tl1ings as lhat: now in Paris nobody nernr says nothing about religion, no more tl1an about politics." 

" \Vhy then,'' answered he, "it's a sign tl1ey take no more care of their souls tlian of tl:eir country, and so both one and t'other go to old 'i{:k." 
" \Vell, if they do," said she, " wl1o's the worse, so long as they don't say nothing ahout it? it's the tiresome t thing in the world to Le always talking of tb m sort of things, and nobody that's crcr been abroad troubles their beads a1Jout them." 

" Pray then," cried the Captain, " since yon know so much of tl1e matter, be so good ns to tell us \,hat tlw,· do trouble their Leads ahoul?­
Hey, Sir Cleme~t! ha:1't we a right to 1-now lhat much?" 

"A very comprcl1cnsirn question," said Sir Cle­ment, " and I expect much iu~lrnction from tlw Jady's a11s,ver. '' 
" Com , Iauam," continued th Captain " never fliucb ; ~peak al once; dou't stop fur thinking-." 
" I a~sure you I :i.m not going,'' answered she; " for as to wliat they do do, why lhc_y'l·e cuougl1 to do, I promise JOU, wL~l wilh enc lhin~ or ano­ther." 
" But wh,,t, ichat do they do, ll1e;;e famous llfon­scers ?" dcmande5l Ll,e Captain; '.' can't yon tell us? 
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<lo tl1cy c:ame ?-or drink ?-or fiddle ?-or lll'C they 

jockies ?-or do they spend all their time in flum­

mcrino- old women?" 
" As to lhal, 'ir-hut indeed I shan't trouhl~ 

myself to answer such a parcel of low questions, so 

don't ask me no more about it." And then, to my 

great vexation, lurniug lo Lord Orvillr., she said, 

'' Pray, Rir, was you eyer in Pari ?" 

He only bowed. 
"And pray, Sir, how did you like it?" 

This comprchensirc quc,-tion,as Sir Clement would 

ha,·e called it, though it made him smile, also made 

him hesitate; howe,e1·, hi. an~wer was expressiY• 

of his approhalion. 
" I thought JOU wonld like it, Sir, because yon 

look so like a gentle-man. .\s lo the Captain, and 

as to that other gentleman, \\ hy they may , cry well 

not 1ikc what they don't know : for I suppose, Sir, 

you was never abroad ?'' 
" Only three years, Ma'am," answered Si1· Cle-

ment, drilv. 
" \Vell; that's , ·ery surprising! I should never 

have thought it: howewr, I dare say you only kept 

company with the Engfoh." 
""\Vhy, pray, who should he keep com11any with?" 

cried the Captain: " what, I suppose you'd June 

him ashamed of his own nation, like some other 

people not a thousand miles off, on purpose lo make 

.l1is o" n nation ashamed of him ?'' 
" I'm sure it would be a ,cry good thing if you'd 

go abroad yourself." 
" How will you make out that, hey, fadam ? 

come, please to tell me, where would be the good.. 

of that;,, 
" \\here! ,\]1_ a great deal. They'd make quit• 

another pen-.on of you." 
" \\hat, I suppose you'd ha,·e me to learn to cut 

capcn )-anu drcs.., like a monkc-y ?-and llala..- , 
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in French giLLci·ish ?-!icy, woulcl yon ?-And pow<ler, and daul,, aud 1nake myself up, like some other folks?" 

" I woul1l 11am you to learn to be more politer, Sir, and JJoL lo taik to ladies in such a rude, old­fashion way as this. Yon, Sir, as h:nc been in Paris," ag·'.tin addressing herself lo Lord Orville, " can tell this English gentleman how l1c'd be de­spised, if he was to talk in such an ungenlccl mau-
1101· as Lhis before any fo1·eigncrs. \VJ1y there isn't a Lair-dresser, 1101· a shoemaker, nor nobody, that wouldn't blusl1 lo he in yonr company." 

"\-Vhy, look ye, Madam," answered the Captain, " as to your hair-pinchers and shoe-blacks, you may puff off their manners, and welcome; and I am heartily glad you like 'cm so well : but as to Ill<', since you musL nec~ls make so free of yom· ad­vice, I must e'en tell you, I ne\·cr kept company with any such gentry.'' 
"Come, ladies aml gcntlcmeu,'' said Mrs. Mir­-van, " as many of you as have clone tea, I invite to walk with me." 1\Iaria and I started up in­stantly; Lord On ille followed; and I question whether l1;e were not half round the room ere the angry disputants knew thal we had Jeft the box. As the husbaucl of 1\lrs. l\linan had borne so farge a share in tl1is di!-agrecable altercation, Lord Onille forbore to make auy comments upon it; so that the subject was immediately dropl, and the convcrsatio11 became calmly sociable, and politclJ cheerful, and, lo every bod.\- but me, must lt:ne heen l1ighly agreeable :-hut as to myself, I was so eagerly desirnus of making some apology lo Lord 01Tille, for the impertinence of "hi<'h lie must Iia,e thought me guilty at the ridollo, aud yet so utterly unable to assume suflicient conrag-c lo speak to him, co11cerning an affair in which I l1atl so tcr­rihlJ exposed lllJself, that I hardly ,cutnred to sa.r 
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a word all the time we were, alking. Ileside., the 

kno,\ledge of his contemptuous 01>inion haunted 

and dispirited me, and made me fear he might pos­

sibly miscon. true \\hatcver I should say. 'o that, 

far from enjoying a eom ersation w Lich might, at 

any other time, Lave dcliglited me, I continued 

silent, uncou,fortable, and ashamed. 0, Sir, shall 

I e,er again invohe myself in so foo]i.i,;h an embar­

rasslllent? I am sure that, if I do, I shall deserve 

y t greater mortification. 
\Ve were not joined by the rest of the party till 

we had taken three or four turns round the room ; 

and then they \\ere so quarrelsome, that )Jrs. 

tinan complained of heing fatigued, and proposed 

going home. ' o one disseuted. Lord Orville 

joined another party, ba,·ing first made an offer of 

his sen ices, which the gentlemen declined, and we 

proceeded to an outward room, where \\e waited 

for the carriages. It was setlled that we should 1·e­

tw·n to town in the same manner we came to Rane­

lagh ; and, accordingl J, fonsieur Dt1 Bois handed 

Madame Du,·al into a hackney-coach, and was just 

preparing to follow her, "hen she screamed, and 

jumped hastily out, declaring she was wet through 

all her clothes. Indeed, upon examination the coach 

was found to be in a dismal condilion ; for 1ho 

weather proYcd yery had, and the rain had, though 

I know not how, made its way into the caniage. 

l\lrs. and Miss l\linan, and myself, were already 

disposed of as before ; but no sooner did the Cap­

tain hear this account, than, wilhout an) ceremony, 

he was o civil as to immediately take possession of 

the yacant seat in his own coach, leaving l\ladamc 

Durnl and Monsieur Du Bois to take care of them-

clrn·. A11 to Sir Clemont ,villoughby, his own 

chariot was in waiting. 
I instantly begged permission to offer Madame 

Duval my own place, and ma<le a motion to gel 
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eut; but l\Irs. l\iirvan stopped me, saying, that ( ~hould then be obliged lo return Lo town with only the foreigner, or Sir Clement. 

" 0 never mind the old beldame," cried the Captain, " she's weather proof, I'll answer fo1· her: and besides, as we are all, I hope, English, why 11he'll meet with no worse than she expects from ll&," 

" I do not ·mean to defend Iier," said Mrs . .Mir­Yan; " but indeed, as she belongs to our party, we ·cannot, with any decency, learn the place till she is, by some means, accommodated." 
" Lord, my dear," cried the Captain, wl10m the distress of Madame Duval had pul into very good humour," why, sht:'ll break her heart if she meet, with any civility from a filthy Englishman." 
Mrs. l\Iirvan, however, prevailed; and we all got out of the coach, to wait till Madame Duval could meet with some helter carriage. \Ve found her, at­tended by l\Ionsieur Du llois, standing amongst the 1ervants, and very busy in wiping her negligee, and -,udeavouring to save it from being stained by the wet, as she said it was a new Lvons silk. 8ir Cle­ment Willoughby offered J1er u;e use of his cha.riot, but she had been too mnch piqued by bis raillery to accept it. \Ve waited some time, but in rnin; for no hackney coach could be procured. The Cap­tain, at la~t, was persuaded to accompany Sir Cle­ment J1imself, and we four females were handed into Mrs • .Min·an's carriage, though not before Madame Duval had insisted upon our making room for ::\fon­i.ieur Du Bois, to which tl1e Captain only conseuted in preference lo being incommoded by him in Sir Clemeut's chariot. 

Onr party dro,e off first. \Ve were silent and unsociable ; for the difficulties attending this ar­~angement had made every one languid and fatigued. l[nioc.iable, I mu»t own, we continued; but Yer1 
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l1ort was the duration of our silence, as we Jiad m,t 

Jlroceeded thirty yards before e\ery voice was 

be~rd at once-for the coach broke down! I sup­

po. e we conclndctl, of course, that we were all 

half-killed, by the violent shrieks that seemed to 

come from eye1·y mouth. The chariot was stopped, 

the cnants came to our assistance, and we were 

taken out of the carriage, without having been at all 

1 url. The night was dark and v ·et ; but I had 

scarce touched the ground when I was lifted sud­

denly from it by Sir Clement \Villoup;hby, who 

begged permission to assist me, though he did not 

wait to harn it granted, but carried me in his arms 

back to Ranelagh. 
He enquired nry earnestly if I was not hurl by 

the accident? I assured him I was perfectTy safe, 

and free from injury; and desired he would learn 

me, and return lo the rest of the party, for I was 

very uneasy to know whether they had been e{1ual­

ly fortunate. He told me he was happy in being 

honoured with my commanlls, and "ould joyfully 

execute them ; but insisted upon first conducting 

me to a warm room, as I had not wholly escaped 

being wet. Ho did not regard my objections ; but 

made me follow him to an apartment, "here we 

found an excellent fire, and some company wailing 

for carriages. I readily accepted a seal, and then 

begged lie would go. 
And go,iudeed, he did; but he returneu in a mo-

ment, telling me that the rain was more ,iolent than 

ernr, and that he had sent his servants to offer their 

assistance, and acquaint the l\lirt·wis ofmy situation. 

I was very mall that he would not go himself; but 

as my acquaintance with him "as so very slight, I 

did not think proper to urge him contrary lo his in-

clination. 
\Veil, he drew a chair close Lo mine ; and, after 

again iuc1uiring how I did, said, in a lo, , oice, "You 
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will pardon me, l\fo,s Am-ille, if lhe e1gerness I feel to , ·indic-ate my ·elf, induces me to snatch this op­portunity of makinf;' ~inr:ere acknowledgments for the impertinence with which I tormented yon at the last ridolto. I can assure you, .:\ladam, I have heen a true and sorrowful penitent ever since; but-shall I tel1 you honestly what encourawed me to--" 

He stopt, Lut I said nothing ; for I tJ10nglit in­stantly of the corn-crsaliou • tiss fin·an l1ad over­J1eanl, and supposed he was going to tell me himself what part Lo,·d Orville had borne in it; and really I <lid not wi h to hear it repeated. Indeed, the rest of his speech cominces me that such was h;s intention; with what view I know not, except to make a·merit of his defending me. 
" And yet," J1e continued, " my excuse may only expose my own credulity, and want of judcrment and penetration. I will, therefore, merely beseech your pardon, and Jiopc that some future time-" Just then the door was opened by Sir Clement's scrrnnt, and l J1ad the pleasure of seeing the Cap­tain, .Mrs. and :.\fo,s Mirrnn, enter the room. 

" 0 ho!" cried the former, " Jou hal·e got a good warm birth here; but we shall beat up your quarters. Here, Lucy, .Moll, come to the lire, and dry ) ur trumpe1·y. nut, hey-day-w]1y where's olcl Madam French?" 
" Good Goel," cried I, "is not Madame Durnl then with You?" 
" \Vith "me! .1 •o,-thar.k God!" 
I was H!l'S nne~sy to know what might l1ave l:e­come of her; and, if they would b.ve snlli.ir d me, I should ham gone out in search of her my.elf; hut alI the scrrnots were dispatrhed to find lier ; an<I the Captain said, we might be rnry sure lw,· lirench be,m woulrl take care of her. 

\Ve "aite<l some lime without any tiding., and 
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.. ere soon the only party in the room. My 11neasi-

11ess increased so mu('h LI :.l Sir Clement now made a 

,·oluntary olfor of seekin~ ]wr. IIowcYer, the same 

moment thal he opeued the door ,\ith this de i~n, 

she prc:;entcd herself at it, altcmlcd hy .Monsieur Du 

Bois. 
" I was this inst.ant, ::\tadam," said lie, " comiJJg 

to see for JOU." 

"You arc mio-hty good, tl'Uly," cried she, " Lo 

come when all lhc mischicrs o\'er." 

She then cntcred,-in ~uch a condition !-entirely 

eoYcrecl with mnd, an(\ in so grcalarage, il was with 

diflicully she could speak. \\call cxpre~sed our 

concern, arnl offorcd om· assist:u1ce-e:..cept the 

Captain, wlio no soouer bchclJ her lhan he bur.;L out 

into a loud laugl1. 
\Ve endca:vonred, 'hy our enquiries and condole-

111ents, to preyent her allenJing lo him ; and she 

was for some time so "ho11y engrossed hy her anger 

and her Jislrcss, ll1at we succeeded without much 

trouble. \Ye bpo-gcd her to inform us how this ac• 

cident l1ad happened. " How !" repeated she,­

" why it was all along of JOUr all ~oinir away,-aml 

there poor .Monsieur Du Bois-but it wasn't his 

fault,-for he's as bad off as me." 
All CJCS were then tu1 ncd lo :Monsieur Du Boi!', 

wl1ose clothes were iIJ. the same miserable 1iligl1t 

with those of Madame Dm al, and,, ho, wet, shi\'er­

ing, and <liscomolatc, ]1ad cn•pl lo the fire. 

The Captain laugl1ecl yet more heartily; while 

J\frs. Minan, asl1amed of his rndcucss, repeated J1er 

inquiries to l\ladame Dlnal; "110 answered,"\ hy, 

a,; we were a-coming along, all in Lhe rain, l\Jonsienr 

Du Bois was so obliging, thou~h I'm sure iL was an 

unlucky ohligingness for me, as to lifl me up in his 

arins to carry me o'\'er a place t.l1al was ancle-deep 

in mu<l; hnt insleacl of my lH•iug e\'er the helter 

for it, just as we were in the wor~ part,-l'lu sure I 
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\\ish we had bee,; fifly miles ofl:-for somehow or other his fool t.lipt,-al lcasl I suppose so,-tbongh I can't think how it happened, fo1· I'm no such great weighl ;-but, however tl1al was, down we both came, together, all iu the mud ; and the more we fried to gel up, the more deeper we got covered with tl1e nastiness-and my new Lyons negligee, too, quite spoilt !-however, it's well we got up at all, for we might have laid there Lill now, for aught you all cared; nobody ne,·er came near us." 

This recilal put the Captain into an ecstacy; lie went from the lady lo lhe gentleman, and from the gentleman to the lady, to enjoy allernatcly the sight of their distress. He really shouted wilh pieasure ; and, shaking Monsieur Du Bois strenu­ously by the hand, wished him joy of having touched English ground; and then he held a candle to Ma­dame Dural, that he might have a more complete ,·iew of he1· disaster, declaring repeatedly, that he I1ad ne\cr been better pl<'ased in his life. 
The rage of poor Madame Duval was unspeak­able; she dashed the candle out of his I1and, stamp­ed upon the floor, and, at last, spit in his face. 
This action seemed immedialcly to calm the,n both, as the joy of the Captain was con,•erted into resentment, and the wrath of Madame D1nal into fear: for he put his hands upon her shoulders, and gave her so \iolent a shake, that she screamed out for help ; assuring J1er, at the same time, that if she had been one ounce less old, or less ugly, site should ham liacl it all retumed in her own face. 

Monsieur Du Bois, who l1ad seated himself Ye1·y 'jlliclly at the fire, approached lhem, and expostu­lated very warmly with the Captain; but Jw wai. 11eilhc1· under:;tootl nor regarded ; and l\fadamP. 
Durnl was uot released till she quite sobbed with passion. 

When they were parted, I intreated het· to rCi"-
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111il the woman who has the charge of l11e ladies 
cloaks Lo a!'sist in drying her clothes ; she consented, 
and wo did whaL was possible Lo save her from catch­
ing cold. We were obliged lo wait in this disa­
greeable siLuaLion near an hour before a hackney­
coach coulu be fouud ; and then wo were disposed 
iu the same manner as before our accident. 

I am going this morning to see poor Madame Du­
Tal, a11d to inquire after her health, which I think 
must have suffered by her last night's misforLunes; 
though, indeed, she seems to be naturally strong and 
licarlv . 

. t<lieu, my dear Sir, till lo-morrow. 

LEITER XVII. 

'CVELINA IN CONTINUATION. 

Friday l\Jorning, Ap1·il 15. 
Srn Clement Willoughby caUecl here Jeslerday 

lt noon, and Captain Mirvan invited him Lo dinner. 
For my part I spent the day in a manner the most 
uncomfortable imaginable. 

I found fadame Duval at breakfast in bed, though 
Monsieur Du Bois was in the charnbm·; which so 
much astonished me, that I was, involuntarily, re~ 
tiring-. without considering how odd 'an frppearance 
my retreat would have, when fadame Durnl called 
me back, and laughed very heartily al my ignorance, 
0 f foreign customs. 

'l'he con,·ersation,howe-ror, very soon look a more, 
lierious turn; for she began, with great bitterness, to 
i,ircigh against the barbarous brutality of that fellow 
the Captain, and the horrible ill-breeding of the Eng­
fah in general; declaring, she should make her es­
~ape with all CA})edition from so beastly a nation. llot 

YOL. l E 
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nothing can be more strangely absurd, than to hear 
politeness recommended in language so repugnant 
to it as lhat of Madame Dunl. 

She lamented, ,ery mournfully, the fate of her 
Lyons silk ; and protested she lt:i.d rather hue part• 
ed with all the rest of her wardrobe, because it ,va!I 
the first gown she liad bought to wear upon lea,•ing 
off her weeds. She has a very bad cold, and ton­
sieur Du Uois is so hoarse, he can hardly speak. 

She imsistccl upon my staying with her all <lay; 
as she intended, she said, to introduce me Lo some of 
my own relations. I would ,ery fain ha,c excused 
myself, but she cli<l not allow me any choice, 

'fill the arrival of these relations, one continued 
series of qneslions on her side, and of answer~ on 
mine, filled np all the time we passed together. Iler 
curiosity was insatiable; she inquired inlo c,cry ac• 
tion of my life, an!I e,ery particular that liad fallen 
under my ob.cnation in the lives of all I knew. 
Again, she was so crnel as to a,·ow tl1c most im·e• 
terate rancour a;ainst llie sole benefactor her de­
serted child and graml-chil<l 11am met with; and 
such was the inrJ.iguaLion her ingralitude raised, that 
I would actuai I y hin-e quilted her presence and house, 
had she not, in a manner the most peremptory, ab­
solutely forbid me. But what, good lJearnn ! can 
induce her to such shockiug injustice ? 0, my friend 
and father! 1 ham no command of myself when this 
subject is started. 

She talked very mucl1 of taking me lo Paris, aml 
said I greatly wanted the poli~h of a French e1luca• 
tion. She lamented that I had been brought np in 
the country, which, she obserYed, had gi,·cn me a 
-re;·y bumpkinish air. IIowernr, she bid me not des­
pair, for slie bad l,uown many girl,3 much worse 
than me, who had become very fiuc ladies after a 
few years residence abroad; and sl1e particulat·ly 
u1slanccd a )Iiss Polly .Moore, dau~htcr of a chand-
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ler's-sl10p woman, who by an accident not worth 
reln.ting, happened to he sent to Paris, where, from 
an awkwar<l ill-bred girl, she so much impron~d, 
that she has sin re heen taken for a woman of quality. 

The relations to whom she was pleased lo intro 
dnce me, consisted of a l\fr. Branghton, "ho is her 
11epl1ew, and three of his childr<;n, the clclcsl of 
wl1ich is a son, and the two younger arc cfaughters. 

l\Ir. Braughton appears about forty JCars of age. 
He does nol seem to want a common underslandillg, 
though he is rnry contracted :u1d prejudiced: he 
has spent his whole lime in the city, and I helieve 
feels a great contempt for all who re:,ide elsewhere. 

His son seems weaker iu his unclerstauding, and 
more gay in his temper; but his gaiety is that of a 
foolish over-grown sehool-boy, wl1ose mirth consists 
in noise and disturbance. He disdains his father 
for his close attention to business, and lo, c of mo­
ney; thoug·h he seems himself to ha,e 110 talents, 
spirit, or generosity, to make him superior lo either. 
His chief delight appears to be tormenting and ridi­
culing l1is sisters; who, in rctum, most heartily 
despise him. • 

l\1iss Braughton, tl1e eldest <laughter, is by no 
means ugly; but looks proud, ill-tempered, and con­
ceited. ~he hates the city, tl1ongh without knowing 
why; for it is easy' to <lisconr she has lived no 
where else. 

Miss Polly Br:mghlon is rather pretty, Yery 
foofo,h, Yery ignorant, , cry giddy, and, I believe, 
i·ery good-natured. 
. The first half-hour was allotted to making them­
$Cli:es comfortable; for they complained of ha, ing had 
a , cry dirty walk, as they came on foot from Snow­
Hill, "here Mr. Braughton keeps a silver-smith's 
shop; and the young ladies hacl not only their coals 
to brnsh, and t1hocs to dry, but to adjust their head­
dress, which their bonnets had totally discomposed. 
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The manner in which l\Iadame Duval was pleased 
to introduce me to this family extremely shocked 
me. " Here, my dears," said she, " here's a rela• 
tion yon little thought of: but you must know, my 
poor daughter Caroline had this child after she run 
away from me,-though I never knew nothing of it, 
not I, for a long while after; for they took care to 
keep it a secret from me, though the poor child has 
never a friend in the world besides." 

" Miss seems very tender-hearted, aunt," said 
Miss Polly; " and to be sure she's not to blame for 
her mama's undutifulness, for sl1e couldn't help it." 

" Lord, no," answered she, " and I never took 
no notice of it to her : for, indeed, as to that, my 
own poor daughter wasn't so much to blame as you 
.may think; for she'd never hal'e gone astray, if it 
had not been fot· that meddling old parson I told 
you of." 

" If aunt pleases," said young l\Ir. Braughton, 
" we'll talk o' somewhat else, for l\Iiss looks very 
uneasy-like." 

The next subject that was chosen wa!I lhe age of 
the three young Branghtons and myself. The son 
is twenty ; the daughters, upon hearing that I was 
seventeen, said that was just the age of Miss Po11y; 
lrnt their brother, after a long dispute, proved that 
she was two years older, to U1e great anger of both 
sisters, who agreed that he was very ill-natured aud 
spiteful. 

When this point was settled, the question was put, 
\Vhich was tallest ?-,v e were desired to measure, 
as the Hranghtons were all of different opinions. 
None of them, however, disputed my beincr the 
tallest in the company; but, in regard to one angther, 
they were extremely quarrelsome: the brother in­
sisted upon their mcasuringjair, and not with heads 
aud heels; but they would by no means consent to 
lose those prl vileges of our sex; and therefore the 
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young man was cast, as shorlesl; ll1ougl1 lie ap­

realcd to all present upon the injustice of the de­

cree. 
This ceremony o,·er, the ymmg ladies bebr:u1 ,·cry 

freely to oxamiuc my dress, and to interrogate me 

concerning it. " This apron's your own work, l 
suppose, Miss? but these sprigs a'n't in fashion 
now. Pray, if it is not impertinent, what might 

you give a yard for tliis lulestring? Do you make 

your own caps, fiss-" and many other question• 

equally interesting and well-bred. 
They then a~kf-cl me how 1 liked London? and 

"l1ether I should nc,L think the country a very d1tll 

place, wl1en I relurucd thither? " l\liss must try if 

she can't get a good husband," said :Mr. Branghton, 

" and then she may stay and lirn here." 
The next topic was p1;blic places, or rather the 

theatres, for they knew ofno other; and the mcrit1 
and defects of all the actors and actresses were dis­

cussed: the young ma11 here took the lead, and 

:;eemed to be very con-rcrsant on the subject. But 

during this time what was my concern, and suffer 

me to add, my indignation, when I found, by some 

words I occasionally heard, that Madame Duval was 

entertaining l\Ir. Braughton wilh a11 the most secret 

and cruel particulars of my situation! The eldei;t 

daugl1ter was soon drawn to them by the recital; 

the youngest and the son still kept their places; 

intending, I believe, Lo divert me, though the con­

,:ersalion was all their own. 
In a few minutes, Miss Braughton, coming sud­

denly up to her sister, exclaimed, " Lord, Polly, 

only think! l\liss ue,er saw her papa!" 
" Lord, how odd!" cried the other; ""hy thell 

Miss, I suppose you wouldn'tknow him?" 
This was quite too much for me; I rose l1a»tily, 

and ran out of the room; but I soon regretted I 

l1ad &o little command of myself; for the two 11ir,-, 
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ters both followed, amd insisted upon comforting 
me, notwithstanding my earnest intreaties to be 
left alone. 

As soon as I relumed to the company, Madame 
Duval said, " '" hy, my dear, what was the matter 
with you? why did you run away so?" 

This question almost made me run again, for I 
knew not how to answer it. But is il not very ex­
traordinary, thal she can put me in silualious so 
shocking, and Lhen wouder to find me sem,ible of 
any concern ? 

Mr. Braughton junior now inquired of me, whe­
ther I had seen the Tower, or St. Pa11l's church? 
and upon my answering iu the negative, they pro­
posed making a party to shew them to me. Among 
other questions, they also asked, if Iliad ever seen 
such a thing as an opcm? I told them I had. 
",vell," said Mr. Branghton," I never saw one in 
my life, so long as I've lived in London; and I nc,er 
de.sire to see one, if I live here as much longer." 

" Lord, papa," cried Miss Polly, " why not? 
you might as well for once, for the curiosity of the 
thing: besides, Miss Pomfret saw one, and she says 
it was very pretty. 

" Miss will think us Yery Yulgar," said Miss 
Braughton, " to li,·e iu Loudon, and never ha-ve 
been to au opera; but it's no fault of mine, I assure 
you, Miss, only papa don't like to go." 

The result was, that a pat'tJ was proposed, and 
agreed to, for some early opportunity. I did not 
dare contradict them; Lul J said that my time, 
while I remained in tmvn, was at the disposal of 
l\frs. J\linan. Howernr, I am sure 1 will not attend 
them if I can possibly avoid so doing. 

When we parted, Madame Duval desired to see 
me the next day: and the Bra11gl1tons told me, 
that the first time I went towards Snow-Hill, they 
ihould be very glad if I would call npon them, 
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I wish we may not meet again till that time 

anires. 
I am sure I shall not be very ambitious of being 

known to auy more of my relations, if they ha,e 

:my resemblance lo those whose acquaintance I have 

l>ecn introduced to already. 

LETTER xvm. 
EVELI. 0 A l!, co:-.·T1. · uATIO:S-, 

I H \ D jnst finished my letter to yon this morning~ 

lien a violent rapping al the door made me run 

down stairs ; and who should I see in the drawing­

room, hut-Lord Orville ! 
He was quite alone, for tlie family had not as­

i;emhletl to breakfast. He inquired, first of mine, 

then of the health of ;\Irs. and :Miss :Minan, with a 

degree of concern that rather surprised me, till he 

said that he had just been informed of the accident 

we had met with al Ranelagh. He ex.pressed hi, 

sorrow upon the occasion with Lhc utmost polite• 

nes ·, and lamented that he had not heen so fortu• 

nate as to hear of it in time lo offer his services. 

" But I think," he added, " Sir Clement Willough• 

by had the honour of assisting you ?'' 
" He was with Captam l\lin an, my Lord." 

"I had heard of his being of your party." 

I hope tl1at flighty man has not been telling Lord 

Orville he only assisted me! howe,•er, he did not 

pursue the subject; hut said, "This accident, 

though extremely unfortunate, will not, I hope, bff 

the means of frightening you from gracing Ranelaglt 

with your pre. cnce in future?" 
" Our time, my Lord, for London, is almost ex-

pired already." 
" Indeed ! do you leave town so very soon ?-'' 
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" 0 ye~, my Lord, our stay lias already exreedetf our intentions." 
"Are you then so parlicu1ar1y partial to the 

f'OtullrJ?" 

" ,, e merely came Lo town, my Lord, to meet Captain Mirrnn." -
" Arid does l\1iss Anville fee] no concern at the 

idea of tbe many mourners her absence will occa­:sion ?" 
" 0 my Lord,-l'm sure you don't think-" 1 

stopl there; for, iudPed, I l1arclly knew "hat I wa~ 
going to say. .I\Jy fooJish embarrassment, I sup­
•>ose, was the cause of what followed; for he came 
to me and look my hand, saying " I do think, that 
whoever J1::is once seen l\liss AnvilJe, must recch·e 
an impression nm er Lo be forgollen." 

This complimeut,-from Lord OrviUe,-so sur­
prised me, tl.tal I could not speak; bnl felt mJselt 
change colour, and stood for some moments silent, 
and looking down : however, the instant I recol­
Jected my situation, I witltdrew my hand, and toJd 
11im tI1at I would see if l\lrs. Mirvan was not dresK­
ed. He did not oppose me-so a,yay I went. 

I met them all on the stairs, and returned witb 1.hem to breakfast . 
. I have since been extremely angry with myself 

for neglecting so excellent an opporLnnity of apolo­
gizing for my behaviour at the ridotlo : Lut to own 
·1he truth, that affair never once occurred to me 
during the short tete-a-tite which we I1ad together. 
:But, if e,er we should happen to be so situated 
•gain, I will certainly mention it; for I am inex­
pressibly concerned at the thought of his harbour­
ing an opiuion that 1 an~ bold or impertinent, and I 
"ould almost kill myself fo1· J1aving given him tbtt 
•hadow of a reason for so shocking an idea. 

But was it not very odd that he should make me 
auch a compliment? I expected it not from him;-
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but gallantry, I believe, is common to all men, 
whatever other qualities they may have in particu­
lar. 

Our hreakfast was the most agreeable meal, if it 
may lJe called a meal, that we ham had since we 
came to town. Indeed, hut for Madame Duval, I 
should like Loudon extremely. 

The comersation of Lord Orville is really de­
lightful. His manners are so elcg·ant, so gentle, so 
unassuming, that they lll once engage esteem, and 
diffuse complacence. Far from being indolently sa­
tisfied wilh his own accomplishments, as I have al­
ready observed many men here arc, though with­
out any pretensions Lo his mcril, lie is most assidu­
ously alleutive to please and lo senc all who are in 
]1is company; and, though his success is invariable, 
he never manifosts the smallest degree of conscious­
ness. 

I could wish that you, my dearest Sir, knew Loni 
Orville, because I am snre you wonkl lorn him; and 
I l1ave felt thal wish for no other person I ham scf'n 
since I came lo London. I sometimes imagine, that 
wl1cn his youth is flown, his ,·irncity abale<l, and 
his lifo is devoted lo retirement, he will, 1>erliaps, 
rc•cmble him whom I most Jon: and l10nour. His 
Jlrcs nt sweetness, politcue~s, and diffidence, seem 
to promise in future the rnrne lwneYolcnce, dignity, 
and goodness. But J rnm,t uol expatiate upon this 
subject. 

\Vhcn Lorcl Orville was gonc,-aud Jie made 
lint a ,ery short visit,-! was preparing, most rc­
l11cta11tly, lo wail upon Madame Dm al; but :\Jrs. 
i\linnn prnposecl to the Capt,ti1,, that she should be 
invilerl to (linncr in (,!ncon-,\nn-Slreet; and lie 
readily consented, for he said he wislied to a!!k after 
her Lyons nerrliqce. 

'l'hc imitation is accepted, awl we e ·pcct licr 
e,cry momcnl. Ilul lo rne, it is ,cry strange, that 

E3 
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a woman who is the uncontrolled mistress of l1er 
time, fortune, and actions, sl1ould choose to expose 
herself ,•oluntarily to the rudeness of a man who is 
openly determined to make her his sport. But she 
has very few acquaintance; and, I fancy, scarce 

knows how to employ herself. 
How great is my obligation to Mrs. :Mirvan, for 

bestowing her time in a manner so disagreeable to 
herself, merely to promote my happiness! Every 
dispute in which her undeserving husband engages, 
is productive of pain and uneasiness to l1erself; of 
tl1is I am so sensible, that I even besought l1er not to 
5end to Madame Duval; but she declared she could 
not bear lo liave me pass all my time, while in town, 
with her only. Indeed sl1e could not be more kind 

to me were she your daughter. 

LE1TER XIX. 

~VELINA IN CONTINUATION. 

Saturday Morning, April 16. 

MA DAME Duval was ac,:ompanied by Monsieur 
Do Bois. I am surprised that she should choose to 
introduce him where lie is so unwelcome: and, 
indeed, it is strange tliat they should he so con• 
i,tantly together; though I believe I should not 
barn taken notice of it, but that Captain Minan 
is perpetually rallying me upon my grand-mama's 

beau. 
'fliey were both received by Mrs. :lirnn ,vith 

her usual good-breeding; but the Captain, rnost 
provokingly, attacked l1er immediately, saJi11g, 
" l\ow, 1adam, you that have lfred aliroad, please 
to tell me this here: "'\i\'hich did you like lJest, the 
warm room at Ranelagh, or the cold bath yon went 
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into :iflerwards? though I assure you, yon look so 
"ell, lhaL I should advise you to take auother dip." 

i\I,t Joi, Sir," cried she, "nobody asked for 
your ad vice, so you may as well keep it to your­
belf: besides, it's no such grealjoke, to be splashed, 
and to calch cold, and spoil all one's things, what­
ever yon may think of it." 

" Splashed, quoth-a !-wl1y I thought you were 
~!Oused al I over.-Come, come, don't mince the mat­
ter, never spoil a good story; you know yon hadn't 
a dry thread about you-'Fore George, I shall never 
think on't without hallooing ! such a poor forlorn, 
dragglelailed - gentlewoman! and poor Monsee1· 
French, here, like a drowned rat, by your side!-" 

" \Veil, the worse 1)ickle we was in, so much the 
worsei· in you not to help us; for you knowed 
where we were fast enough, because, while I laid 
in Lhe mud, I'm pretty sure I heard you snigger: 
so it's like enough you jostled us down yourself; 
for Monsieur Du Bois says, that he is sure he had a 
great jolt given him, or he shouldn't have fell." 

The Captain laugl1ed so immoderately, tl1at he 
really gave me also a suspicion that he was not en• 
tirely innocent of the charge: however, he dis­
claimed it very peremptorily. 

" W by then," continued she, " if you didn't do 
that, why didn't you come to help us ?" 

" \Vho, I ?-what, clo you suppose I had forgot I 
was an Englishman, a filthy, beastly Englishman?" 

" Very well, Sir, very well; but I was a fool 
lo expect any better, for it's all of a piece with the 
rest; you know, you wanted to fling me out of the 
coach-window, the very first Lime eyer I see you : 
hut I'll ne,,er go to Ranelag11 with you no more, 
that I'm resohed; for I dare say, if the l1orses had 
runn'd over me, as I laid iu that nastiness, you'd 
Rever have stirred a step to save me." 

" Lord, no, to be sure, Ma'am, not for the world! 
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I know your opinion of our nation too well, lo affront 
you by suppot-ing a Frenchman would want my assist­
ance to protect you. Did you think that .Monseer 
here, and I, had changed characters, and tliat he 
should pop you into the mud, and I help ) ou out of 
it ? Ha, ha, l1a !" 

" 0 very well, Sir, laugh on, it's like your man­
ners; however, if poor Monsieur Du Bois hadn't 
met with that unlucky accident himself, I shouldn't 
have wanted nobody's help." 

" 0, I promise you, l\ladam, you'd neyer Lave 
had mine ; I knew my distance better : ancl as to 
your being a little ducked, or so, "hy, to be sure, 
Monseer and you setllcd that between yourselves ; so 
it was no business of mine." 

" ,vhat, then, I suppose you want to make me 
believe as Monsieur Du Bois sened me that trick o' 
purpose?" 

" 0' purpose! ay, certainly; whoeyer doubted 
tliat? Do you think a Frenchman e,cr made a blun­
der? If he had been some clumsy-footed Englisl, 
fellow, indeed, it might ham been accidental: but 
what the devil signifies all your hopping ancl caper­
ing with your dancing-masters, if you can't balance 
yourselves upright?" 

In the midst of this dialogue, Sir Clement Wil­
loughby made his appearance. He affects to enter 
the house with the freedom of an old acquaintance; 
and this very eaiiness, which, to me, is astonishing, 
is what most. particularly recommends him to the 
Captain. Indeed, he seems very successfully to 
study all the humonri- of that gentleman. 

After 11aving heartily welcomed him, "You :ire 
just come in time, my boy," said he, "to sellle a 
little maller of a dispute between this l1ere gentle-­
woman and I; do JOU know she l1as been trying to 
persuade me, that she did not above half like lhe 
ducking .Monseer gaYe her t'other night." 
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" I should have hoped," said Sir Clement with ll10 

utmost gmdty, " that the friendship subsisting be­
tween that lady and gentleman, would have guard­
ed them against any actions professedly disagree­
able to each other: but, probaLly, they might not 
lun-e discussed the matter predously; in which 
case the gentleman, I must own, seems to lune been 
guilty of inattention, since, in my hnmble opinion, 
it was his business first to ha,e inquired whether 
the lady preferred soft or hard ground, before he 
dropt her." 

"0 Yery fine, genllemen, very fine," cried Ma­
dame Duval, "you may try to set us together IJy 
the ears as much as you will ; hut I'm not such an 
ignorant person as to be made a fool of so ea1,ily ; 
so you needn't talk no more about it, for I sees into 
your designs." 

Monsieur Du Bois, who was just able to disco­
Yer the subject upon which the comersation turned, 
made his defence, in French, with great solemnity : 
he l10ped, lie said, that the company would at leasl 
acknowledge he did not come from a nation of brutes; 
and consequently, that to wilfully offend nny lady 
was, lo him, utterly impossible; but that, on the 
contrary, in eudcavouring, as was his duty, to sa,e 
and guard her, he had himself suffered, in a manner 
which he would forbear to relate, but "hich, lie 
greatly apprehcnderl, he should feel the ill effects 
of for many months : and then, with a couulenance 
exceedingly lengthened, he added, that he hoped it 
would not be attributed to him as national prejudice, 
when he owned that lic must, to the best of his me­
mory, aver, thaL his unfortunate fall was owing to a 
sudden but violent push, which, he was shocked to 
say, some male,olcnt person, with a design to his 
injury, must certainly have given him; but whethet· 
with u view to mortify him, by waking him let the 



86 EVELIN A 
lady fall, or w11elher merely to spoil his clolhe!, lie 
could not pretend to determine. 

This disputation was, at last, concluded by 
Mrs. Mirvan's proposing that we should all go to 
Cox's l'lluseum. obody objected, and carriages 
were immediately ordere<l. 

In our way down slairs, Madame Duval, in a very 
passionate manner, said, "lkfa Joi, ifl wouldn't give 
fifty guineas only to know who gave us that shove !" 

This Museum is very astonishing, and very su­
perb; yet it afforded me but little pleasure, for it is 
a mere show, though a wonderful one. 

Sir Clement Willoughby, in our walk round the 
room, asked me what my opinion was of this brilw 
liant spectacle ! • 

" It is very fine, and very ingenious," answered 
I ; " and yet-I don't know how it is-but I seem to 
miss something." 

"Excellently answered!" cried he; "you have 
exactly defined my own feelings, though in a man­
ner I should never have arrived at. But I was cer­
tain your taste was too well formed, to be pleased at 
the expence of your understanding." 

" Pardi," cried Madame Duval," I hope you two 
is difficultenough! I'm sureifyou don'tJikethisyou 
like nothing; for it's the grandest, prettiest, finest 
sig11t that ever I see in England. 

"What," cried the Captain with a sneer," I sup­
pose this may be in your French taste? it's like 
enough, for its all kickshaw work. But pr'ythee, 
friend," turning to the person who explained the de-
1•ices, " will you tell me the use of all this ? for I'm 
not enougl1 of a conjurer to find it out." 

"Use, indeed!" repeated Madame Duval dis­
dainfully; "Lord, if every thing's to be useful!-" 

" Why, Sir, as to that, Sir," said our conductor, 
" the ingenuity of the mechanism-the beauty of 
the workmanship-the-undoubtedly, Sir, any pe1·• 
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son of taste may easily discern the utility of suclt 

extraordinary performances." 
" VVhy then, Sir," answered the Captain," your 

person of taste must be either a coxcomb, or a 

Frenchman ; though, for the matter of that, 'tis the 

same thing." 
Just then our attention was attracted by a pine­

apple; which, suddenly opening, discoYered a nest 

of birds, who immediately began to sing. "\Vell," 

cried fadame Durnl, "this is prettier than all the 

rest! I declare, in all my travels, I never sec nothing 

eleganler." 
" Hark ye, friend," said the Captain, "hast never 

another piIJc-applc ?" 
"Sir?--" 
" Uecause if thou hast, pr'ylhco gi,·e it us witl1-

out the birds; for, d'yc see, l'm uo Frenchman, and 

should relish something more substantial." 
This entertainment concluded with a concert of 

mechanical mnsic: I cannot explain how it was 

produced, bnt the effect was vleasing. Madame 

Durnl was in ecstasies; and the Captain flung l1im­

self into so many ridiculous distortions, hy "ay of 

mimicking l1er, that he engaged lhe attention of all 

the company; and, in the midst of the performance 

of the Coronation Anthem, "hile Madame Dm al 

was affocting to beat time, and ullcring many ex­

pressions of delight, he called suddeuly for salts, 

which a lady, apprehending some distress, volitcly 

handed lo him, aud wl1ich instantly applJ-iug to the • 

nostrils of poor Madame Dmt.1, she imoluntarily 

snuffed up sucl1 a. quantity, that the pain and surprise 

made her scream aloud. ,vhcn she reco, ered, she 

reproached him ,,ith her usual ~-ehernence; but he 

protested he had taken that measure out of pure 

friendship, as he concluded, from her raptures, 

that she was going into hysterics. This excu5e by 

no means a1ipeased her, and they had a violent 
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quarrel; but the only effect hc1· anger Jiad on the 
Captain, was to increase his di version. Indeed, lae 
la.uglas and talks so terribly loud in public, that 
}10 frequently makes us ashamed of belo11ging to }1im. 
• l\Iauame Duval, notwithstanding her wrath, made 
no ~cruple of returning to dine in Queen-A.nn­
Strcet. i\Irs. l\linan had secured places for the 
play at Drury-Lane 'fheatre, and, though e,er un­
c;tsy in her company, she very polirely i1witcd )ta­
darne D1nal lo be of our party; however, ~Jae had a 
bad cold and chose Lo mn-se iL. I" as sorry for her 
indisposition; but I knew not how to be sony she 
did not accompany us, for she is-I must nol say 
,,hat, buL ,ery unlike other people. 

LETTER X~-, 

r .VELI:!\"A IN CO~"XI~UATIO:!\', 

Ot n places were in the front row of a side-box. 
Sir Clement \\'illoughby, ,,ho knew our iulcntion, 
was at the door of the theatre, and handed us from 
the carri:1ge. 

\Ve l1ad nol been scaled firn min11Les before Lord 
Onille, whom we saw in theslage-bo., cametous; 
and Le honoured us witl1 his comp:my all the e,en­
ing; :Miss r 1irrnn and I both rejoiccu lliat l\Iadame 
D1n·al wa • ahsent, as we hoped for the enjoyment 
of some com·eri:ation, uuinterrnptcd by lwr quar­
rels with the Captain : hut I soon found that J1cr 
presence would hrl\·e made rnry Jillle alteration; for 
f;O far was I from daring- to speak, thaL I knew not 
wJ1erc even to look. 

The play was Love for Love; and thouo-J1 it is 
frangl1t with wiL and entertainment, .l Lope°! sliall 
JC\'Cr sec it represented again; for it is so extreme-
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ly indelicate-to use the softest word I can-tbat 
Miss .Mirvan and I were perpetually out of couule• 
uance, and conld neither make any observations 0t11·• 

seh es, nor venture to listen to those of others. 'l'hi!I 
was the more provoking, as Lord Orville was in ex-. 
eel lent spirits, and exceedingly entcrlainiug. 

\\ hen the })lay was over, I flattered myself I 
sl1011ld be ahle to look about me with less restraint, 
as we intended to stay the farce; but the curtain 
had hardly dropped, ·when the hox-door opened, 
and in came l\Ir. Lovel, the man by whose foppery 
nnd impertinence I was so much teased at the ball 
where I first saw Lord Orville. 

I turned away my head, and began talking to l\liss 
Mirvan; for I was desirous lo amid speaking to him 
-but in vain; for, as soon as he l1ad made his com­
pliments toLord Orville and Sir Clement "\\illoug-h­
by, who returned them yery coldly, he bcul his 
head forward and said to me, " I hope, Ma'am, you 
have enjoyed your heallh since I had the honour-I 
beg ten thousand pardons, but, I protest I was going 
to say the honour of dancing with you-however, I 
mean the honour of seeing you dauce ?" 

He spoke with a self-complacency that conYinced 
me that he had studied this address, by way of 
making reprisals for my conduct at the ball; I there­
fore bowed slightly, but made no answer. 
. After a short silence he again called my attention, 
by saying, in an easy negligent way, " I think, 
Ma'am, you was never in town before?" 

"No, Sir." 
"So I did presume. Doubtless, Ma'am, every 

thing must be infinitely novel to you. Our customs, 
our manners, and les etiquettes de nous autres, can 
ha·rn very little resemblance to tl1ose you have been 
\lsed to. I imagine, Ma'am, your retirement is at 
no very small distance from the capital ?" 

1 wa1 so mu•h disconcerted at this sneeriDg speech, 
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that I said nol a word ; though I have since thought 
my vexation both stimulated and delighted him. 

"The air we breathe here, however, Ma'am," 
continued he, very conceitedly, " though foreign to 
Lhat you have been accustomed to, has not I hope 
beeu at variance with your health?" 

" Mr. Lornl," said Lord Orville," could not yom· 
eye l1a~·e spared that question?" 

"0, my Lord," ans,vered he," if health were the 
only cause of a lady's bloom, my eye, I grant, had 
been infallil,le from the first glance; but-" 

" Come, come," cl'ied Mrs. l\1irvan, " I must lieg 
no insinuations of that sort: Miss Anville's colour, 
as you ha¥e successfully tried, may, you see, he 
heightened; but, I assure you, it would l,e past your 
ikill Lo lessen it." 

" 'Pon honour, l\1adam," returned he, " you 
wrong me ; I presumed not to infer that rouge was 
tlie only suecedaneum for health ; but really 1 hare 
known so many dilfercnt causes for a lady's colour, 
such as flushing-anger-mauvaise honte-and so 
forth, that I ne-ver dare decide to which it may be 
owing." 

" As to such causes as them there," cried the Cap• 
tain, " they must belong to those that they keep 
company with." 

" Very true, Captain," said Sir Clement; "the 
natural complexion has nothing to do with occasional 
sallies of the passions, or any accidental causes." 

"No, truly," returned the Captain: "for now 
here's me, why I look like any other man just now; 
and yet, if ) ou were to put me in a passion, 'fore 
George, you'd soon see me have as fine a high co­
lour as any painted Jezebel in all this place, be she 
nernr so hedauhcd." 

" But," said Lord Orville, " the difference of na­
tural aud of artificial colour seems to me very easily 
discerned; that of nature is mottled, and varyini; 
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that of art set, and too smootl1; it wants that anima­
tion, that glow, that indc5cribable something, which, 
c~en 1,ow thall sec it, wl10lly surpasses all my power& 
of expression." 

" Your Lordship," said Sir Clement, " is univcr~ 
sa11y acknowledged to be a connoisseur in beauty." 

" Ancl you, Sir Clement," returned lie, " an en­
t1wsia3t." 

"I am proud lo own it," cried Sir Clement;" in 
suc11 a cause, and before such objects, enthusiasm i11 
simply the consequence of not being blind." 

" Pry'thec, a truce with all this palayering," cried 
tlie Capt:.in: "the women arc vain enough already; 
no need for to puff 'cm up more." 

" v\-c must all submit to the commanding officer," 
said Sir Clemcut : " therefore, let us call another 
subject. Pray, ladies, how l1ave you been enter­
tained with the play ?" 

" v\rant of entcdaimn011t," said l\Irs. l\Iinau, "is 
its least fault; lmt I own there are ol,jeclions to it, 
which I should be glad Lo see remo,·cd." 

" I could ha,e veuturcd lo answer for the ladies," 
said Lord On ille, " since I am sure this is not a play 
that can be honoured with their approbation." 

" v\rhat, I suppose it is not sentimental enough l" 
cried the Captain, " or else it is loo good for them; 
for I'll maintain it's one of the best comedies in our 
language, and has more wit iu one i;cene than there 
is in all the new plap put together." 
. "For my part," said Mr. Lo, cl, "I confess I sel• 
dom listen to the players : one has so much to do, 
in looking about and finding out one's acqnaintance, 
tliat really one hali no time to mind the stage. Pray," 
most affectedly fixing his eyes upon a diamond ring 
on his little finger, " lll'ay-what was the play to­
night?" 

""\\'hy, what the D-1," cried the Captain," do 
you come to the play without knowing what iL is?" 
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0 yes, Sit·, yes, very frequently : I have no time 
to read play bills ; one merely comes to meet one's 
friends, and shew that one's alive." 

" Ha, ha, l1a !-and so," cried the Captain, " it 
costs you fiye shillings a-night just to shew you're 
aliYe ! ·well, failh, my friend" should all think me 
dead and under ground before I'd be at that expe11ce 
for 'em. Howsomever-this here you may takft 
from me-they'll find you out fast enough, if you 
l1a,·e any thing to give 'em.-Aud so you've been 
here all this time, and don't know what the play 
was?" 

"\Vhy, really, Sir, a play requires so much atten­
tion,-il is scarce possible to keep awake if one 
listens ;-for, indeed, by 1he time it is evening, one 
has been so fatigued with dining,-or wine,-or Lhe 
house,-or studying·,-that it is-it is perfectly an 
impossibility. But, now I think of it, I believe I 
have a bill in my pocket; 0, ay, here it is,-Love 
for Love, ay ,-true, ha, ha !-how could I be so 
stupid!" 

" 0, easily enougl1, as to that, I warrant you," 
said the Captain; " but, by my soul, this is one of 
the best jokes I ever heard !-Come to a play, and not 
know what it is !-Why, I suppose JOU wouldn't have 
found it out, if they l1adfob'd you off with a scrap­
ing of fiddlers, or an opera ?-Ha, ha, l1a !-\Vhy 
now, I sliould have tl10ught you might have taken 
some notice of one JJ-fr. Tattle that is in this play !" 

This sarcasm, which caused a general smile, made 
him colour: but turning to the Captain with a look 
of conceit, which implied that he had a retort ready, 
he said, "Pray, Sir, give me leave to ask-"\Vhat do 
you think of one ]fr. Ben, who is also in this play?" 

The Captain, regarding him with the utm·ost con• 
tempt, answered in a loud voice, " Think of l1im !­
why, I think he is a man!" And then starino-full in 
hill face, he struck hill ca11e on the ground with a 
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,riolcncc that made him start. He did not, l1owernr, 
c11oose to take any notice of tl1is : but, having bit 
his nails some lime in mauifest confusion, be turned 
very quick to me, and in a sneering tone of voice, 
said, " For my part, I was most struck with the 
country yom1g lady, l\Iiss Prue; pray wl1at do you 
think of lier, :Ma'am ?" 

" Indeed, Sir," cried I, very much provoked, " I 
think-tliat is, I do not think any thing about her." 

""\Vell, really, Ma'am, you prodigiously surprise 
me !-mais, apparemment ce n'est qu'1mfi1f01t cle par• 
ler ?-though I should beg your pardon, for probably 
you do not understand French?" 

I made no answer, for I thougl1t his rudeness in­
tolerable; but Sir Clement, with great warmth, said, 
"I am surprised that you can suppose such an ob• 
ject as Miss Prue would engage the attention of Miss 
Am illc even for a moment." 

"0, Sir," returned this fop," 'tis the first cbarac­
tcr in the piece !-so well drawn !-so much the 
thing !-such true country breeding-such rural 
ignorance ! ha, ha, ha !-'tis rnosl admirably hit off, 
'pon honour!" 

I could almost have cried, that suc11 impertinence 
sl10uld be lernlled at me; and yet, chagrined as I 
was, I conk! nevc-r behold Lord Orville and this man 
at the same time, and feel any regret for the cause 1 
had gi, en of displeasure. 

"The only female in the play," said Lord Onille, 
" worthy of being mentioned to these ladies is An­
gelica." 

" Angelica," cried Sir Clement, " is a noble girl ; 
she tries her lover severely, but she rewards him ge­
nerously." 

" Yet in a trial so long," said Mrs. Mirvan, 
" tl1erc seems rather too much consciousness of her 
power," 

" Since my opinion lias tbe sanction of Mrs. :\lir 
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·van's," added Lord Orville," I will venture to say, 
that Angelica bestows her hand rather with the ai1· 
of a benefactress, than with the tenderness of a mis­
tress. Geuerositywithoutdelicacy, like wit without 
judgment, generally gives as much pain as pleasure. 
The uncertainty in which she keeps Valentine, and 
her manner of trifling with his temper, give no very 
favourable idea of her own." 

" vVell, my Lord," said Mr. Lovel, "it must, how­
erer, be owned, that uncertainty is not the ton 
among our ladies at present; nay, indeed, I think 
they say,-though faith," taking a pincb of snuff, 
" I hope it is not trne-but they say, that we now 
are most shy and backward." 

The curtain then drew up, and onr conversation 
ceased. l\fr. Lovel, finding we chose to attend to 
the playe1·s, left the box. How strange it is, Sir, 
that this man, not contented ·with the large share of 
foppery and nonsense which he has from nature, 
should think prop0r lo affect yet more ! for what he 
said of Tattle and of l\1iss Prue, convinced me that 
he really had listened to the })lay, though he was 
so ridiculous and foolish as to pretend ig·noranGe. 

But' how malicious and impertinent is this crea­
ture to talk to me in such a manner! I am sure I 
hope I shall neve1· see hirn again. I should have 
despised him heartily as a fop, had lie never spoken 
to me at all; but now, that he thinks proper to re­
sent his supposed ill-usage, I am really quite afraid 
of him. 

The entertainment was, The Deuce is in l1im; 
•which Lord Orville observed lo be the most finish­
ed and elegant petite piece that was ever written iu 
English. 

In our way home, Mrs. Mirvan put me into some 
con~ternation by saying, it was evident, from the re­
sentment whi~h this l\lr. Lovcl harbours of my con. 
d.uct, that he would think it a provocation sufficien(-
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Jy important for a duel, if his courage equalled l1is 
wrath. 

I am terrified at tl1e very idea. Good Heaven! 
that a man so weak and frivolous sl1ould be so re­
nngcful ! l:Iowernr, ifbrayery would have excited 
l1im to affront Lord Onille, how much reason have 
I to rejoice that co"ardice makes l1im conle11ted 
"ith rnnting his spleen upon me! But we shall learn 
lown soon, and, I hope, see him no more. 

lt was some consolation to me to liear from :Miss 
iin an, that, while he was speaking to me so cava­

lierly, Lord Orv~lle regarded him with great indig­
nation. 

But, reall~·, I think tliere ought to lie a hook of 
tl1e laws and customs (t-fo-mode, presented to all 
J011ng- prople upon their first inlroductiou into 
p 11hlic <'Olll[Mny. 

'l'o-nig-hL ·we go to the opera, \\here I expect ,·cry 
great plea nrc. lVe shall hal'C Lhe same party as 
al the play ; ftn- Lord On illo said he should be 
there, and would. look for us. 

LEITER ~ -x1. 

EVT.Ll.-A I:-1 CO~TINCATION. 

I HAVE a volume to write of the adventure!\ of 
yesterday. 

In lhe aflernoon,-at Berry Hill, I should },ave 
said thccrCl!ing, for it was almo·. tsix o'clock,-, hile 
Miss l\lin an and I v,crc dressing for lhe opera, 
anti in high i;pirits from the cxpcclalion of great 
cnlcrlainment and pleasure, we heard a carriage 
slop at the door, and concluded Ll1at Sir Clement 
,villoughhy, "ilh hi._ usual assiduity, was come to 
alteml us lo lhe Ha_ymarkct; but, in a few mo­
Jllcnts, what was our surprise lo sec our chamber 
door fluni open, and the two .Mii;i; llraughlon!I 
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enter the room! They advanced to me wilh great 
familiadly, saying, " How do you do, cousin?­
so we've caught you al Lhe glass !-well, I'm deter­
mined I'll tell my brother of Lhat !" 

J\liss l\tirvan, who had uever before seen them, 
and could not at first imagine who they were, 
looked so mnch astonished, that I was ready to 
]aug·h myself, Lill the eldest said, "\,Ve're come to 
take you to the opera, Miss ; papa and my brother 
are below, and we arc to call for your g1-and-mamma 
as we go along." 

" I am very sorry," answered I, " that yon 
should have taken so much trouble, as I am en­
gaged already." 

" Engaged! Lord, Miss, never mind that," cried 
the youngest; " this young lady will make your 
excuses I dare say; it's only doing as one would be 
done by, you know." 

" Indeed, Ma'am," said l\Iiss·Mirvan, " I sl1all my­
self be very sorry to be deprived of Miss Anville'a 
company this evening." . . 

" \Veil, .\1iss, that is not so very gootl-natured 
in you," said Miss Bm11g·hton, " considering we 
only come to give our cousin pleasure; it's no 
good to 11s; il's all upon her account; for we came 
I dou't know how much round about to take her 
up." 

" I am extremely obliged to you," said I, " and 
very sorry you have lost so much time; But I can• 
not possibly help it, for I engaged myself without 
knowing you would call." 

"Lord, what signifies that?" said Miss Polly, 
" you're no old maid, and so you needn't be HO 
very formal: besides, I dare say those you are en• 
gaged Lo a'n't half so near related Lo you as we are." 

" I must beg you not to press me any fnrlher, for l 
assure you it is not in my }lower to attend you." 

"\Yhy, we came all out of the city 011 purpoiie; 
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besiJes, your grand-mamma expects you ;-and 
pray, what are we lo say to her ?" _ . 

" 'fell her, if J·on please, that I am much con• 
cerned,-bnl that l am pre--cn;aged." 

" And who lo : '' demanded the abrupt 1iss 
Uran~hlon. 

" 'J'o ,1r:-.. l\linan,-and a large party." 
" ,\nd, pray, wlmt arc you all going to do, that 

it would he- such a mighty maller for yon to come 
a loner with us;,, 

""'\Ye arc all -going to-to the opera." 
" 0 dear, if that be all, why can't we go all lo• 

ether?'' 
I was extremely disconcerted al this forward 

:i.nd ignorant hchMiour, and yet their rudcncsi 
Tcry much lessened 111J conccm at refusing them. 
Indeed, their dress was such as would ham ren­
dered their scheme of accompanying our party im• 
practicable, eYen if I had desir •cl it; and this, 
as lhey did uot themseh·es find out, I was obliged, 
in terms the least mortifying I could think of, to 
tell them. 

They were , ·cry much chagrined, and asked where 
I sl1onl1l sit. 

"In lhe pit," answered I. 
" ln the pit!" rl'peated :\Iiss Brang-l1ton; "well, 

really, I mnst own, I sl1011lcl ncn•r Imm suppoi;ed 
that my gown was JIOL goo1l enough for the pit: 
but come, Polly, let's go; if l\liss does not think 
us fine enough for her, wl1y to be sure she may 
choose." 

Surpri~cd al this ii;-norauce, I would ham explain­
ed to them, that the pit at the opera required the 
i;ame dress as the boxes; but they were so much 
affronted they would not hear me; and, in great 
displeasure, left tl1e room, saJing, they would not 
11a, e troubled me, only they thougl1t I should not 
he so prnud with my own relations, and that they 

Tl'IL, l, T 
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had at least as good a right to my company as 
strangers. 

I ci,dea-rnured to apologi7.e, and woulcl have sent 
;,i. long message to Madame DuYal: but they has­
tened away without listening to me; and I could 
not follow them down stairs, because I was not 
dressed. The last words I Jieard them say were, 
" \Vcll, l1er graud-mamma will be in a fine passion, 
that's one good thing." 

Though I was extremely mad at this visit, yet I 
so l1eartily rejoiced at their going, that I would not 
suffer myse]f to think graveJy about it. 

Soon after, Sir Clement actually came, and we all 
went down stairs. Mrs. Mirvan ordered tea; and 
we were engaged in a very lively conversation, when 
tl1e servant announced Madame Duva], who instant­
ly followed lrirn into the room. 

Her face was the colour of scarJet, and her eyes 
sparkled with fury. She came up to me with a 
hasty step, saying, " So, l\liss, you refuses to coma 
to me, do you? And pray who arc you, to dare to 
disobey me?" 

I was quite frightened;-! made no answer;-! 
even attempted to rise, and could not, but sat still, 
mute and motionless. 

Emry body but Miss Mir-rnn seemed in the ut• 
most astonislnnent; and the Captain rising and ap• 
proacl1ing Madame Duval, with a "\'oice of authority, 
said, ""\Vhy, how now, Mrs. Turkey-cock, what's 
put you into this l1ere fluster?" 

" It's nothing to you," answered sl1e, " so you 
may as well l1old your tongue; for I sha'n'L be 
called to no account hy you, I assure you." 

"There you're out, Madam Fury," returned he; 
" for you must know, I never sufler any body to 
l)e in a passion ju my house, but myself." 

" But you shall," cried she, in a great rarre; 
"for I'll be in as crrcat a passion as ever I ple~sr, 
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without asking your leave: so don'l give yourself 
no more airs about it. And as for you, Miss," 
again advancing to me, " I order you to follow me 
this moment, or else I'll make you repenl it all your 
life." And, with these words, she flung out of Lhe 
room. 

I was in such extreme terror, at being address• 

ed and threatened in a manner to which I am so 
wholly unu ed, that I almost thought I should have 

fainted. 
" Don't be alarmed, my Joye," cried Mrs. l\firvan, 

" but stay where you are, and I will follow l\fa• 
clamc Durnl, and try to bring her to reason." 

l\1iss Mirvan took my hand, and mosl kindly en• 
deaYoured to raise my spirits. Sit- Clement, too, 
approad1ed me, with an air so interested in my dis• 
tress, that I could not but feel myself obliged to 
l1i111; and, taking my olher hand, said, " For Hea• 
,en's sake, my dear 1\Iadam, compose youri;elf: 
surely the violence of such a wretch ought merely 
to morn your contempt; she can 11am no right, I 
imagine, to Jay her commands upon you, and I only 
wish that you would allow me to speak to her." 

" 0 no ! not for the world !-indeed, I believe,­
! am afraid-I had better follow her." 

" Follow her! Good God, my dear Miss Anville, 
would you trust yourself wilh a mad woman? for 
what else can you call a creature whose passions are 
so insolent? o, no; send her word at once to 
lea~·e the house, and tell her you desire that she 

will nernr see you again." 
" 0 Sir! you don't know who you talk of!-it 

would ill become me to send Madame Duval such 

a message." 
" But wh!J," cried he, (looking very inquisitive,) 

" why should you scruple to treat her as i.,he de• 

serves?" 
I then found that bis aim was to discover the na• 
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lure of her connection with me; but I felt so muck 
ashamed of my near relationship to her, that I could 
not persuade myself to answer him, and only in­
treated that he would leave her to Mrs. Mirvan, 
who jusl then entered the room. 

Before she could speak to me, the Captain called 
out," Well, Goody, what have you done with Ma­
dame French? is she cooled a little? 'cause if she 
ben'l, I've just thought of a most excellent device 
to bring her Lo." 

" My dear Evelina," said Mrs. Mirvan, " I have 
been vainly endeavouring to appease her; I pleaded 
your engagement, and promised your future atten• 
dance : but I am sorry to say, my love, that I fear 
her rage will end with a total breach (which I think 
you had better avoid) if she is any further op­
posed." 

"Tlien I will go to her, Madam,'' cried I; "and, 
indeed, it is now no matter, for I should nol be able 
to recover my spirits sufficiently to enjoy much 
pleasure any where this evening." 

Sir Clement began a very warm expostulation 
and intrcaly, t11at I wfJuld not go; but I begged him 
to desist, and told him, very honestly, that, if my 
compliauco were not indispensably necessary, I 
sl10uld require no persuasion to stay. He then took 
my hand, to lead me down stairs; but the Captain 
desired him lo he quiet, saying he would 'squire me 
him!'elf, "because" he added, (exultingly rubbing 
bis hands) " I have a wipe ready for the old lady, 
which may serve l1er to chew as she goes along." 

We found her in the parlour. " 0, you're come' 
at last, Miss, are you ?-fine airs you give yourself, 
indeed !-ma Joi, if you hadn't come, you might 
staid, I assure you, and have been a beggar for your 
bave pains." ' 

" Heyday, Madam," cried the Captain, (prancing 
forward, with a look of great glee) what, a'u't yoa 
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iot out of llial tl1ere passion yet? why then, I'll tell 
JOU what Lo do to cool yourself; call upon your old 
friend, .I\Ionseel' Slippery, who was wilh you at 
Ra11elagl1, and girn my senice to liim, aud tell him, 
if he sels any store by JOUr health, that I desire 
he'll gi, e you such auolhcr souse as he did before : 
J1c'll know what I mean, and I'll warrant you he'll 
do't fur my !>akc." 

" Let him if he dares!" criecl Madame Duval ; 
"but I shan't slay lo ans\\er you no more; you are 
:l ·rnl!,!;ar fellow ;-and so, child, let us leave him to 
himself." 

" Hark ye, l\Iadam, cried the Caplain, " you'd' 
best not call names; becau~e, d'ye see, if you do• 
l shall make bold to show you the door." 

She changed colour, ancl saJing, " Pardi, I can 
1hew it myself," hurried out of the room, and I fol­
lowed her into a J1ackney--coach. llut before we 
drove off, the Captain, looking out of the parlour 
window, called out" D'ye hear, Madam, don't for­
get my message to l\Ionsccr." 

You will believe our ride was uot the most agreQ­
ablc iu the world; indeed, it would be difficult lo say 
which was least plea3ed, Madame Duval or me, 
tl1ongh the reasons of our discontent were so differ­
ent.: howernr, Madame Duval soon got the start of 
me; for we had hardly turned out of Queen-Ann­
Streel, ,,hen a man, running full speed, stopt tl1e 
coach. He came up to the window, and I saw he 
was the Captain's servant. He had a broad grin 011 

his face, and panted for breath. l\fadame Dtn al 
demanded his husines5 : " ~fadam," answered lie, 
" my master desires his compliments to you, and­
:i.n<l-and he sa_ys lie wishes it well orer with you. 
He! he! he!-" 

Madame Durnl instantly darted forward, and 
garn him a violent blow in the face ; " Take that 
l1ack fo1· your amnver, sirrab," cried i;l1e," and lt:u.u 
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to grin at your betters another time. Coachman, 
drive on!" 

The servant was in a violent passion, and swore 
terribly ; but we were soon out of hearing. 

The ra;e of Madame Duval was greater than 
ever; and she inveighed against the Captain with 
such fury, that I was even apprehensive she would 
have returned to his house, purposely to reproach 
him, which she repeatedly thl'Catened to do; nor 
would she, I believe, have hesitated a moment, but 
that, notwithstanding her violence, he lias really 
made l1er afraid of him. 

When we came to her lodgings we found all the 
Branghtons in the passage, impatiently waiting for 
us with the door open. 

"Only see, here's Miss!" cried the brother. 
" Well, I declare I thought as much!" said the 

younger sister. 
" Why, 1\1.iss," said ::.\fr. Branghlon, "I think you 

might as well have come with your cousins at once; 
it's throwiug money in the dirt, to pay two coaches 
for one fare." 

" Lord, father," cried the son," make no word" 
ubout that; for I'll pay for the coach that l\liss had." 

" 0, I know very we11," answered Mr. Brangh­
ton, " that you'1·e always more ready to spend than 
to ea1·11." 

I then interfered, and begged that I might myself 
be allowed to pay the fare, as the expence was in­
curred upon my account; they all said no, and pro• 
posed that the same coach should carry us on to the 
opera. 

While this passed, the Miss Branghtons were exa­
mining my dress, wl1ich, indeed, was ,·ery improper 
for my company; and as I was extremely unwilling 
to he so conspicuous amongst them, I requested Ma­
dame Duval to borrow a hat or bonnet for me of 
the people of the house. But she never wears either 
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herself, and thinks them very English and barbar­

ous ; therefore she insistccl that I should go full 

dre ·sed, as I had prepared myself for the pit, thouo-h 

I made many objections. 
\Ve wern then all crowded into the same car­

riage; but when we arrived at the opera-house, I 
contrived lo pay the coachman. They made a great 
m. ny speeches; but Mr. Braughton 's reflection had 

dclei-n1ined me not to be indebted to him. 
If I had nol been too much chagrined to laugh, I 

should ha\·e been extremely diverted at their igno­

rance of whatever belongs lo an opera. In the first 

place they could not tell at what door we ought to 

enter, and we wandered about for some time, with­

out knO\ving which way to turn: they did not choose 

to apply to me, though I was the only person of the 

party who had ernr before been at an opera; becau. e 

they were mmilling to suppose that tl1eir country 

cou.,in, as they were pleased Lo call me, shonld be 

h lter acquainted with any London public place 
than Lhemsrlws. I was ,·ery indifferent ancl care­

l<•,;s upon this subject; but 1101 a lillle nnea~y al 

fi 1din~· Llial my dres!-, so different from that of the 

co1upa.i1j lo "liil'h I belonged, attracted grneral no­

tic:c and oh;c;en aiiou. 
In a short Lime, however, wcarril·ed at one oftho 

door-kceit r's ba,·s. lr. Braughton demanded for 

what part of the hou. c lhey took money? They an­

!sWCred, U10 pil ; and r ga,·ded us all wilh great 

carnestnes~. The son then adr nciug, :aid, "Sir, 

if you please, I heg that I may lrcat Miss." 
" \Ve'll settle thal another time," answered Mr. 

Biaughlon, aud put down a guinea. 
'fwo tickets of admission were given lo him. 
l\Ir. Bran hton, in his turn, now stared at the 

door-l,cepcr, and demanded what he meant by giving 

hint only two tickets for a guinea. 
" OnJy two, Sir!" said lhe man; " why, don't 



you know that Llie tickets are half-a.guinea e11cl1i'' 
" Half-a-guinea each!" repeated J\lr. llranghton, 

" why I never heard of such a thing in my life? 
And pray, Sir, how many will they admit?" 

"Just as usual, Sir, oue person each." 
" But one person for half-a-guinea !-why, I only 

want to sit .in the pit, friend." 
" Had no~ the ladies Letter sit in tl1e gallery, 

Sir; for they'll hardly choose to go into the pit 
with their l1ats on." 

" 0, as lo that," cried Miss Branghton, "if our 
l,ats are too high, we'll take them off when we bet in. 
I sha'u'l mind it, for I did my hnir on purpose." 

Another party then approaching, the door-keeper 
could no longer attend to 1\Ir. Braughton ; who, 
taking up the guinea, told liim it should be Ion, 
enough before l1e'd see it again, and walked away. 

The young ladies, in some confusion, expressed 
their surprise that tl1eir papa should not know the 
opera prices, which, for their parts, they had read 
in the papers a thousand times. 

" The price of stocks," &aid he, " is enough for 
me to see after; and I took it for granted it wu 
the same thi11g here as at the play-house." 

"1 knew well enough what the price was," said 
the son; "but I would not speak, because I thought 
perliaps they'd take less, as we're such a larg party." 

The sisters both langl,ecl very contemptuously 
at this idea, and asked Lim if he e, er hear<l of peo­
plF.'s abating any thing at a public place? 
• "I don't know whether I have 01· 110," answered 
he; " but I am sure if they would, JOu'd like it so much the worse." 

" Very true, Tom," cried Mr. Branghton; " tell 
ll woman that any thin is reasonable, and ~he'll he 
sure to hale it.'' 
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"Well," said Miss ~oJly, "I hope that Aunt and 

Miss will be of our side, for papa always takes part 
with Tom." 

"Come, come," cried :Madame Duva], "if you 
stand talking l1ere, we sha'n't get no place at all." 

Mr. Branghton then enquired Lhe way lo the gal­
lery; and, when we came to the door-keeper, de­
manded what was to pay. 

" The usual price, Sir," said the man. 
" Then give me change," cried Mr. Braughton, 

again putting down his guinea. 
"For how many, Sir?" 
" Why-let's see,--for six." 
"For six, Sir? why, you've given me but a 

guinea." 
"But a guinea! why, how much would you 

have? I suppose it i'n't half-a-guinea a piece here 
too?" 

" o, Sir, only five shillings." 
l\1r. Braughton again took up l1is unforlunate 

guinea, and protested he would submit to no such 
imposition. I then proposed that we should return 
home, bnt Madame Duval would not consent; and 
we were conducted, by a woman who sells books 
of t11e opera, to another gallery-door, where, after 
some disputing, Mr. Branghton at last paid, and we 
all went up stairs. 

Madame Duval complained very much of the 
trouble of going so high: but Mr. Brangliton de­
sired her not to ho]d the p1ace too cheap ; " for, 
whatever you think," cried he, " I assure you I 
paid pit price; so don't suppose I come here to 
save my money." 

"Well, to he sure," said Miss Braughton, 
" there's no judging of a place by the outside, else, 
I must needs say, there's nolhing,ery extraordinary 
in the stair-case." ' 

But, when we entered the gallery, their amaze­
F 3 



106 EVELINA 
menl and disappointment became general. Por a 
few instants, they looked at one another without 
speaking, and then they all broke silence at once. 

"Lord, papa," exclaimed Miss Polly, "why, 
JOU have brought us to the one-shilling gallery!" 

" I'll be glad to give you two shillings, though," 
answered he, " to pay. I was ne-ver so fooled out 
of my money before, since the hour of my birth. 
Either the dom·-keeper's a knave, or this is the 
greatest imposition that ever was put upon the pub­
lic." 

"1rfafoi," cried Madame Duval," I never sat in 
such a mean place in all my life ;-why it's as high 
-we sha'n't see nothing." 

" I thought at the lime," said l\fr. Branghton, 
" that five shillings was an exorbitant price for a 
place in the gallery: but at. we'd been asked so 
much at the other doors, why I paid it without many 
words; but then, to be sure, thinks I, it can never 
be like any other gallery, we shall see some crin­
kum-crankum or other for our money; but I find 
it's as an-ant a take-in as e,·er I met with." 

" Why, it's as like the twelve-penny gallery at 
Drury-Lane," cried the son, " as two peas are lo 
one another. I never knew father so bit before." 

" Lord," said Miss Braeghton, " I thought it 
would have been quite a fine place,-all over, I 
don't know what,-and done quite in taste." 

In this manner they continued to express their 
dissatisfaction till the curtain drew up; after which 
their observations were very curious. They made 
no allowance for the customs, or e,'en for the lan­
guage, of another country; but formed all their re­
marks upon comparisons with the English theatre. 

Notwithstanding my vexation at having been 
forced into a party so nry disagreeable, and that, 
too, from one so much-so very much the contrary 
-yet, would they have suffered me to listen, I 
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J1ould have forgotten every thing unpleasant, and 
felt nothing hul deli~ht in hearing the sweet voice 
of Signor 11illico, the first singer; but they tor­
mented me with continual talking. 

" What a jabbering they make!" cried l\fr. 
Bi-anghton, " there's no knowing a word they say. 
Pray, what's the reason they can't as well sing in 
English ?-but I suppose Lhe fine folks would not 
like it, if they could understa11d it." 

" How turnatural their action is!" said the son: 
" why, now, whoever saw an Englishman put him­
,,elf in such out-of-the-way postures?" 

" For my part," said Miss Polly, "I think it'i 
very pretty only I don't know what it means." 

" Lord, what does that signify," cried her sister; 
" maJn't one like a thing without Leing so ver_) 
particular?-You may see that l\liss likes it, and 1 
don't suppose she knows more of tl1e 1miller than 
we do." 

A gentleman, soon after, was so obliging as lo 
make room in the fronl row for Miss Braughton and 
me. \Ve had no sooner sealed ourseh-es, than l\liss 
Rranghlon exclaimed, " Good gracious! only sec! 
-why, Polly, all tl1e people in the pit are without 
hats, dressed like any thing!" 

" Lord, so they are," cried Miss Polly; " well, 
I never saw the like !-it's worth coming to the 
opera, if one saw nothing else." 

I was then able to distinguish the happy party I 
had left; and I saw that Lord Orville had seated 
himself nex.t to ~frs. l\lirvan. Sir Clement had l1is 
eyes perpetually casl towards tl1e five shilling gal­
lery, where I suppose he concluded that we were 
sealed; however, before the opera was over, I han1 
1·eason to believe Lhal he had discovered me, high 
and distant as I was from him. Probably he dis­
tinguished me l>y my licad-clress. 

At the eDd of the fint act, as the green curtai• 
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dropped to prepare for the dance, they imagined 
that the opera was done ! and Mr. Branghton ex­
pressed great indignation that he had been tricked 
out of his money with so little trouble. " Now, if 
any Englishman was to do such an impudent thing 
as this," said he, " why, he'd be pelted ;-but here, 
one of these outlandish gentry may do just what he 
pleases, and come on, and squeak out a song or two, 
and then pocket your money without further cere­
mony." 

However, so determined he was to be dissatis­
fied, that, before the conclusion of the third act, he 
found still more fault with the opera for being too 
Jong; and wondered whether they thought their 
singing good enough to serve us for supper. 

During the symphony of a song of Signor Milli­
co's, in the second act, young Mr. Braughton said, 
" It's my belief that that fellow's going to sing 
another song!-why there's nothing but siuging !­
I wonder when they'll speak." 

TJ1is song, which was slow and pathetic, caught 
all my attention, and I lean'd my head forward to 
avoid hearing their obsenations, that I might listen 
without interruption: but, upon turning round, 
when the song was over, ] found that] was lhe ob­
ject ot general di,ersiou to the whole party ; for 
the Miss Branghtons were tittering, and the two 
gentlemen makiag sig1,s and faces at me, implying 
their contempt of my affectation. 

This discovery determined me to appear as inat­
tentive as themselves; but I was very much :Pro­
voked at being thus prevented enjoying the only 
pleasure, which, in such a party, was within my 
power. 

" So Miss," said Mr. Branghton, " you're quito 
in the fashion, I see ;-so you like operas ? well, 
I'm not so polite ; I can't like nonsense, let it bo 
never so much the taste." 
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"But pray, Miss," ·aid the son, "what makes 

that fellow look so doleful" hile he is singing?" 

" Probabl) because the character ho performs is 

in distress." 
" '\\ hy, then, I think he might as well let alone 

singing Lill he's in betler cue: it's out of all nature 

for a man to be piping , hen he's in distress. For 

my part, I ne,·er sing bul when I'm merry ; yet I 

lo,e a song as well as mosL people." 
,vhen the cm-lain dropt they all rejoiced. 

" How do yoi, like it?-and how <lo yott like it?" 

passed from one to another with looks of the utmost 

contempt. " As for me," said l\lr. Braughton, 

" they',e caught me once; but if ever tliey do 

again, I'll girn 'em lea,e to sing me to Bedlam 

for my paius: for such a heap of stuIT never did I 

hear : there isn't one ounce of sense in the wholo 

Opera, nothing but one contit1.ued squeakiug and 

·quailing from beginning to cud," 
" If I had been in the pit," said fadame Duval, 

"I sl1ould ha,e liked it vastly, for music is my 

passion; but sillincr in such a place as this, is quito 

unbearable." 
l\liss Braughton, looking at me, declared, that 

she was not genteel enoucrh Lo admire it. 

l\liss Polly confessed, that if they would but sing 

Entlish, slie should like it 1:ery uell. 

Tha brothe1· wi hcd he could raise a riot in the 

house, because then he might get his money again. 

And, finally, they all agreed that it was monstrous 

desr. 
During the last dance, I percei,ed standing near 

the gallery-door, Sir Clement \Villoughhy. I was 

extremely ,exed, and would have given the world to 

ha,e a,oided being seen by him: my chief objec­

tion was, from the apprehension that he would hear 

Miss Braughton call me cousin.-1 fear yoa will 

think this London journey has made me gi-ow •,ery 
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proud; but indeed this family is so low-bred and , ulgar, that I should be equally asl,amed of such a connection in the country, or any where. And 1·cally l liad already been so much chagrined tlial Sir Clement had been a witness of Madame Duval's power over me, that I could not lJear to be exposed to any further mortification. 

As the seals eleared, by parties going away, Sir Clement approached nearer to us. 'fhc Miss Brangh­tons obsened ""ilh surprise, what a fine gentleman was come into tlw ~allery; and they gare me great reason Lo expect, that they would endeavour to at­tract his notice, hy familiarity with me, whencwr J1e should join us; aud so I formed a sort of plan lo vreve11t any conversation. I'm afraid you will think it wrong; and so I do myself now ;-but, at the time, I only considered J10w I might amid imme­diate humiliation. 
As soon as he was within two seals of us, lie spoke to me : " I am very happy, Miss Anville, to liarn found JOU, for the ladies below have each an Imm- , hie attendant, and therefore I am come to offer my services here." 

" ,vhy then," cried I (not without hesitating)" if you please,-1 will join them." 
" \Vill JOU allow me the honour of conducting you?" cried he eagerly; and,_ instantly taking rn_y Jiand, he would liave marched away with me: but I turned lo Madame D1nal, and said, " As our party is so large, ~Jadam, if yon will gile me leave, I will go down to .l\frs. Mirvan, tliat I may not crowd you in the <'oach. 

And then, without waiting for an answer, I suf­fered Sir Clement lo lmnd me out of the gallery. Madame Durnl, I doubt uol, will be very angry; and so I am with myself uow, and Lhercfure I cau­not be surprised : but l\fr. Branghton, I am sure, 'ffill easily comfort himself, in hin·ini escaped lit\\ 
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additional coach-cxpcnce of carrying me lo Queen• 

Anne-street; as to his daughters, they liacl no Limo 

lo , peak; but I saw they were in utter amazement. 

My intention was to join l\Irs. l\linau, and ac­

company her home. Sir Clement was in high spirits 

and good-humour; al'1fl all the way we wenl, I was 

fool enough to rejoice in secret at the success of my 

plan; nor was it till I got down stairs, aml amidst 

the servants, that any dilliculty occurred to me of 

meeting with my friends. 
I then asked Sir Clement, how I should contrirn 

lo acquaint Mrs. l\1irvan that I l1ad left Madame 

Duval? 
" I fear it will be almost impossible to fiud her," 

answered he; but you can have no objection to per­

mitting me to see you safe home." 
He then desired his serrnnt, who was waiting, lo 

order his chariot lo draw up. 
This quite startled me; I turned to him hastily, 

and said that I could nol think of going away with· 

ont Mrs. l\lit·rnn. 
" But how can we meet with her?" cried lie; 

" you will not choose to go into the pit yourself; I 

cannot send a servant there ; and it is impossible 

for me lo go and leave you alone." 
'l11e truth of this was indisputable, and totally 

silenced me. Yet, as soon as I could recollect my· 

self, I determined nol to go into his chariot, and 

told him I believed I had best return to my party 

up stairs. 
He would not hear of this; and earnest! y inlreated 

me not to withdraw tl1e trust I had reposed in him. 

·while he was speaking, I saw Lord Orville, with 

several ladies and gentlemen, coming from the pit 

passage : unfortunately he saw me too, and, leaving 

his company, advanced instantly towards me, and, 

with an air and voice of surprise, said," GoOll God, 

do I see l\fos Anville !'' 
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I now most severely felt the folly of my plan, 

and the awkwardness of my situation: 11owever, I 
hastened to te1l him, though in a hesitaLing manner, 
that I was waiting for Mrs. l\'.lirvan; but what was 
my disappointment, when he acquainted me that she was already gone home! 

I was inexpressibly distressed; to suffer Loril 
Orville lo think me satisfied with the single protec­
tion of Sir Clement ,v1lloughby I could not bear; 
yet I was more than ever averse to 1·eturning to a 
party which I dreaded ltis seeing. I stood some 
moments in suspense, and could not help exclaim­ing, " Good Heaven what can I do !" 

" ,vhy, my dear Madam," cried Sir Clement, 
" sl1ould you be Urns uneasy ?-you will i·each 
Queen-Anne-slreet almost as soon as Mrs. Mirvan, 
and I am sure you cannot doubt being as safe," 

I made no answer, and Lord Orville then said, 
'' l\fy coach is here; and my servants are ready to 
take any commands Miss Anville will honour me 
with for them. I shall myself go 110me in a chair, and therefore--" 

How grateful did I feel for a proposal so conside­rate, and made with so much delicacy! I should 
gladly have accepted it, had I been permitted, but 
Sir Clement would not let him even finish his speech; 
he interrupted him with evident displeasure, and 
said," l\fy Lord, my own chariot is now at the door." 

And just then the servant came, and told him the 
carriage was ready. He begged to have the honour 
of conducting me to it, and would have taken my 
hand ; but I drew it back, sayiug, " I can't-I 
can't indeed ! pray go by yourself-and as to me, let me have a chair." 

" Impossible," cried he with vehemence, "I can­
not think of trusting you with strange chairmen,­
! ,~annot answer it to Mrs. 1\firvan ;-come, dear 
Madam, we shall be home in five minutes." 
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.Again I stood suspended. ,Vilh ,vhaljoJ would 

.I then ha,e compromised with my pride, to ha, e 

bcr.n once more with l\ladame Duval and the Brangh­

tons, 1wo,i<led I l1ad not met with Lord Ortille ! 
Howe, r, l flatter myself tl1al he not only s:iw bul 

pitied my C'mharrassment; for he said in a tone of 

,·oice unusually softened," 'I'o oJTcr my services in 

the presence of Sir Clement \Villoughby would b~ 

snperfiuous; but I l1ope I need not assure :Miss An-

1 ille how happy it would male me to be of Lh• 

least use to her." 
I courtesied my thanks. Sir Clement, with gre:it 

earnestness, pressed :ne to go; and while I was thus 

uneasily deliberating what to do, the dance, I sup-

11ose, finished, for the pco1lle crowded down lair:;. 
Had Lord Orville then repeated his offer, I would 

have accepted it, notwithstanding Sir Clement's re­

pugnance; but I fancy he tl1011gl1t it would he im­

pertinent. In a very few minutes I heard Madame 

Durnl"s, oice, as she descended from the ~allcrJ. 

"\Vell," cried I hastily," if I must go-'' l stopt ; 

but Sir Clement im111ediatcly handed me inlo hii. 

chariot, called out, " Queen-Ann-street," and Lheu 

jmnpecl in himself. Lord Onillc, with a how and 

a half smile, wished we goo,! 11i~ht. 
My concern "as so great al bein~ seen and left 

hy Lord Onille in so strange a silualio11, that I 

11hould have been besl pleased lo ham remai11ed 

wholly silent during· our ride home; hut Sir Clc• 

ment took care to prc,ent Lhal. 
lie hC'gan by maki11g many complaints of my un• 

willingness lo trusl Ill) self" i th him, :md be~µ;cd to 

know "hat could he the reason? This question so 
much cmharras~ed 111c, that I could nol tell what lo 

an. wcr; but only ~aid, that l was sorry to ha,e 

taken up so lllllC'h or his Lime. 
" 0 ;\li~s..\millc," cried he, takiug my l1antl," if 

)"fHl knew with what Lramporl I would dedicall: l~ 
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you not only the present but all the future time al­
lotted to me, you would not injure me by making 
such au apology." 

I could not think of a word to say to this, nor 
to a. great many other equally fine speeches with 
which he ran on; though I would fain have with­
drawn my Jiand, and made almost continual at­
tempts; but in vain, for he actually grasped it be­
tween both his, without any regard to my resistance. 

Soon after, he said that he believed the coachman 
was going the wrong way; and l1e called to his 
servant, and garn him directions. Then again ad­
dressing himself lo me, " How often, how assi­
duously ha, e I sought an opportunity of speaking to 
you, without the presence of that brute, Captain 
1\Iirvan ! Fo1·tune has now kindly fayoured me with 
one; and permit me," again seizing my l1and, "per­
mit me to use it in telling yon that I adore you." 

I was quite thunderstruck at this abrupt and un­
expected declaration. For some moments I wai; 
silent; but when I rer:o,·ered from rny surprise, l 
said, "lndeecl, Sir, if you were determined lo mak@ 
me repent lea'<ing my own party so foolishly, you 
J1al'.e very well succeeded." 

" l\ly dearest life," cried be, " is it posi;il.,le you 
can be so cruel? Can your nature and your counte­
nance be so tola1ly opposite? Can the sweet bloom 
upon those charming checks, which appears as much 
the result of goo<l-lmmour as of beauty-" 

"0, Sir," -0ried I, interrupting him," this is rnry 
fine; but I had l10ped we had had enough of this 
sort of conversation at the Ridotto, and I did not 
expect )OU would so soon resume it." 

" Whal 1 then said, my sweet rcproacl1er, waa 
the effect of~ mistaken, a propl1anc i<lea, that your 
understanding held no competition with your beau­
ty; but now, now thall find you equally incompara­
blo in both, all words, all powers of speech, aro 
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too feeble to express the admiralion 1 feel of your 

excellencies." 
" Indeed," cried I, " if your thoughts had any 

connection with. your language, you would never 

suppose that I could g·ive credit to praise so very 

much above my desert." 
'l'his speech, which I made very gra, ely, occa­

sioned still stronger protestations; which he con• 

tinuetl to pour forth, and I continned to disclaim, 

till I began to wonder that we were not iu Queen• 

Ann-street, and begged he would desire the coach• 

man lo dri, e faster. 
" And does thii,, little moment," cried lie, " which 

is the first of ha1)piness I ham e, er known, does it 

already appear so very long to you?" 
" I ;.m afraid the man bas mistaken the way," 

answered I, " or else we should ere now ha,·e been 

at our journey's end. I must beg you will speak to 

him." 
" And can you think me so much my own enc• 

my ?-if n,y good genius l1as ins1)ired the man with 

a desire of prolonging my happiness, can you ex poet 

that J should connternct its indulgence?" 
I uow began to apprehend that he had himself or­

dered the man to go a wrong way ; and I was i;o 

much alarmed at tl:o idea, that, the very instant it 

occurred to me, I lt>t down the glass, and made a 

·u<lden effort to open the chariot-door myself, with 

a ,·iew of jumving iulo the street; hut he caught 

hold of me, ox.claiming, " l"or Heaven's sake, wha. 

is the maller ?" 
"1-1 don't know," cried I (quit.e out of breath), 

" but I am sure the mau go:,s wroug; and if yon 

will not speak to him, I am determined I will get 

out myself." 
" You amaze me," answered he ( still holding me), 

" I cannot imagine what you ap1>rehend. Surely 

you cao have no doubts of my honour?" 
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He drew me towards him as he spoke. I wa, 

frightened dreadfully, and could hardly say, " No, 
Sir, no,-none at all : only Mrs. l\firvan,-1 tlrink 
she will Le uneasy." 

" ~ hence this alarm, my dearest angel ?-What 
:m you fear?-my life is at your devotion, and can 

you, then, doubt my protection?" 
And so saying he passionately kissed my hand, 
Ncl·er, in my whole life, ha,·e I Leen so terrified. 

I broke forcibly from him, and, putting my head 
out of the window, called aloud to the mau to stop. 
,vherc we then were, I know not; but I saw not a 
human being, or I should l1ave called for help.. 

Sir Clement, with great earnestness, endeavoured 
to appease and compose me : " If you do not intend 
to murder me," cried I; " for mercy's, for pity'• 
,ake, let me get out!" 

" Compose your spirits, my dearest life," cried h~ 
" and I will do eYery thing you would ha11e me." 
And Ll1en he called to the mau himself, and bid him 
make Jiasle to Queen-Anne-street. "'flris stupid 
fellow," continued lw, " has cerlaiuly mistaken my 
orders; Lut I hope _you are now fully satisfied." 

I made no answer, but kept my head at the win­
dow, watching wl1ich way he drove, but without 
any comfort to m_yself, as I was quite unacquainted 
with either the right or the wrong. 

Sir Clement now poured forth abundant protesta­
tions of honour, and as:;nranccs of respect, intreat, 
.ing my pardon for l1aving offended me, and be-
1eeching my good opinion: but I was quite silent, 
having too much apprehension to make reproaches, 
and too much anger to speak without. 

In this manner we went through ~everal streets, 
till at last, to my great terror, he suddenly ordered 
the man to stop, and said, "Miss Am·illc, we are 
now within twenty yards of your liouse; but I can• 
110t 'bear to part with you, till you gcn~rously f r· 
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give me for the offence you l1ave taken, and pro­

mise not to make it known to the l\lin:ms." 

I he ilatcd between fear and indignation. 

"Your reluctance to speak redoubles my con­

trition for ha,ing displeased you, since it shews tl1e 

reliance I might ha,·e on a promise which you will 

not gi·rn without consideration." 
" I am ,·cry, yery much di trei-sed," cried I; 

" ) 'OU ask a promise wl1ich ~-ou must be sensible I 

ought not to grant, aml ycl dare not refuse." 

" Drive on!" crietl he to the coachman;-­

" Miss Auville, I will not compel you; 1 will exacl 

uo promise, but trust wholly to your gcncro ity." 

This rather softened me; which advantage he no 

sooner perceived, than be determined to avail l1im­

self of; for he flung himself on l1is knees, and 

pleadecl with so much submission, that I was 1·eally 

obliged to forgive l1im, because l1is humiliation 

made me quite a. hamed: and, after that, he would 

not let me rest till I gave him my word that I 

would not complain of him to \frs. lirvan. 

fy own folly and pride, which had put me in 

:his power, were pleas wl1ich I could nol but attend 

to in his favour. Howm er, I shall take very parti­

cular care never to he a~ain alone with him. 

,vhen, at last, we arrived at our house, I was so 

merjoycd, that I should certainly ha,e pardoned 

I,im then, if I had not before. As he l1anded me up 

stairs, he scolded his scnanl aloud, and ~·cry an· 

grily, for h1ning go11c so much out of the way • 

.Miss linan ran out to meet me ;--and "ho 

shonltl I sec behind her, hut Lord Onille ! 

II 111y joy now va11ishcd, and gaYc place lo 

shamP. a11d confusion ; for I could not rndnrc that 

he !lhoultl know how long a time Sir ('lcment aml 

I hacl hcr.n together, since I was lllll at liberty lo 

a. si~n any reason for it. 
They all expressed great i;alisfaclion at seeing-
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me; and said they had been extremely oneaRy anti 
surprised that I was so long coming home, as they 
had heard from Lord Orville that I was not with 
Mada.me Duval. Sir Clement, in an affected pas­
sion, said, tha.L his booby of a sen'aut had misunder• 
11tood his orders, and was driving us to the upper 
end of Piccadilly. For my part, I only coloured; 
for though I would not forfeit my word, I yet dis­
dained to confirm a tale in which I had myself no 
belief. 

Lord Orville, with great politeness, congratu­
lated me, that the troubles of the evening had so 
happily ended; and said, that he had found it im­
possible to return home, before he enquired after 
my safety. 

In a very short time he look hii; lea,•e, and Sir 
Clement followed him. As soon as they were gone, 
Mrs. l\:lirvan, though with great softness, blamed 
Jne for having quitted Madame Duval. I assured 
her, and with truth, that for the future I would be 
more prudent. 

The advenlures of the evening so much discon­
certed me, Lhat I could not sleep all night. I am 
under the most cruel apprehensions le~t Lord Or­
ville shoul<l suppose my being on the gallery-stairs 
with Sir Clement was a concerted scheme, aud even 
that our continuing so long together in his chariot 
was with my approbation, since I did not say a 
word on the sn~jcct, nor express any dissatisfaction 
at the coachnrm's pretended blunder. 

Yet his coming hither to wait our arrival, though 
it seems to imply i;ome doubt, shewi; also some 
anxiety Indeed, Mis11 Mirvan says, that he ap• 
pea.red extremely anxious, nay, uneasy and impa• 
tient for my return. If 1 did not foar to flatter my­
self, I should think it not impossible hut that he had 
a suspicion of Sir Clement's design, and was there• 
fore concerned for my safety. 
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\Vhat a long letter is this! however, I shall not 

write many more from London ; for the Captain 

said this morning, that he would leaYe town on 

Tuesday next. ladame Dunl will dine here to• 

day, and then she is to be told his intention. 

I am very much ama7£d that sl1e accepted l\lrs. 

Iinan's imitation, as she was in such wraU1 yes­

terday. I fear that to-day I shall myself bo the 

principal object of her displeasure; but I must suU­

mit patiently, for I cannot defend myself. 

Adieu, my deare:,t Sir. Should this letter be 

productive of any uneasiness to JOU, more than 

c"·er shall I 1·epent the l1ecdless imprudence which 

it recites. 

LEITER XXII. 

:tVELINA IN CONTINUATION. 

1\-Ionday Morning, April ~8. 

lRs. lirvan has just communicated to me nn 

anecdote concerning Lord On·Ule, which has much 

' :surprised, half pleased, and half pained me. 

,vhile they were sitting together during the 

opera, he told her that he bad been greatly con· 

cerncd at the impertinence which tl1e young lady 

under her protection liad suffered from Mr. Lovel; 

but that he had tl1e vleasure of assuring her, she had 

no future disturbance to apprehend from him. 

Mrs. l\Jinan, with great eagerness, begged 110 

would explain l1imself; and said she hoped be l1ad 

not thought so insignificant au affair worthy his 

~erious attention. 
" There is notl1ing," answered be, " which re­

quires more immediate notice than impertinence, 

for it ever cncroacl1cs when it is tolerated.'' H• 
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then itdded, that lie believed he ought to apologise 
for the liberty i1e liad taken in interfering; but 
that, as he regarded himself in the light of a part.If 
concerned, from ha,ing had the honour of dancing 
with Miss A1nille, ho could not possibly reconcile to himself a patient neutrality." 

He then proceeded Lo tell l1er, tliat lie lmd waited 
upon l\fr. Love! the morning after the play; that 
tl1e ,isit had pro,·cd au amicable one, but the par­
ticulars were neither entertaining nor ncre~sary: 
lie only assured hc-r, }fiss All\ illc rnigl1t be pcr­
fccLIJ easy, since l\lr. Lorn! had engaged his ho-
11our ne,·er more lo rncnlion, or even lo hint at "·hat had passecl al ,trs. Stanley's assembly. 

l\frs. l\Iirrnn exprcssrd hc1· satii.faelion at thi~ 
conclusion, ancl thanked him for his polite attention to her young friend. 

" It would be nee11less,'' said he, " to reque11t 
that this affair may never trampire, since .Mrs. Mir­
van ~annot but see the necessity of keeping it in­
Yiolabl y secret; but I thought it incumbent upon 
me, as the young lady is under your protection, to 
assure both you and her of l\lr. Lo,·el's future res­pect." 

Had I known of t]1is visit previous to Lord Or­
-i·ille's making it, what dreadful uneasiness would it 
l1ave cost me! Yet that he should so much interest 
I1imself in securing me from offence, gives me, I 
must own, an internal pleasure, greater than I can 
c.·prcss; for I feared lie had too contemptuous an 
opinion of me, to take any trouble upon my ac­
count. Tl1011gl1, after all, this interference might rather he to satii;fy his own delicacy, than from thial-ing well of me. 

Bul ho_w cool, how q~•iet is true courage! "\"\'ho, 
from scerng Lord Ornlle at thr. play, would hau 
imagined his resentment would have ha7.arded hii; 
tif11? yet hii; displeasure was cride11t, thongh J1i~ 



EVELINA 121 
r.ea.l bra.very and his politeness equally guarded 
him from entering into any <liscussion in our pre­
aence. 

Madame Duval, as I expecled, was most terribly 
imgry )et-terday: she scolded me for I heliern two 
bours, on account of having left her; and protested 
she had been so much surprised al my going, wilh­
out giving her Lime to answer, thal she hardly knew 
whether she was awake or asleep. But she assured 
me lhal if ever I did so again, she would never 
more take me into public. And she expressed an 
equal degree of displeasure against Sir Clement, 
because he had uol e,·en spoken to her, and be­
cause he was always of the Captain's side in an ar­
gument. The Captain, as hound in honour, warmly 
defended him, and then followed a dispute in the 
usual st_yle. 

Aller dinner, hs. Mirvan introduced the sub­
ject of our leaving London. Madame Duval said 
ahe should stay a month or two Jon~cr. Tl1e Cap­
tain told her she was welcome, but that he and his 
family should go inlo the country on Tuesday morn• 
ing. 

A most disagreeable scene followed. Madame 
Duval insisted upon keeping me with her; but 
.Mrs. l\finan said, that as I was actually engaged 
on a visit to Lady Howard, who had only consented 
to my leaving her for a few da_ys, she could not 
think of returning without me. 

Perhaps, if the Captain had not interfered, the 
good breeding and mildness of Mrs. l\firvau might 
)1ave had some effect upon Madame Dunl; but he 
passes no opportunity of pro, oking her; and there­
fore made so many gross and rude speeches, all of 
which she retorted, that in conclnsion, she ,owed 
i;he wonlcl sooner go to law in right of her relation• 
s}1ip, than that I should be taken away from her. 

l heard this account frot? l\lr~. Mir1ap, who was 
YOL, 1, G 
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so kindly considerate as to give me a pretence for 

quilting the room as soon as this dispute began, lest 

l\Iadame Duval should refer lo me, and insist on my 

obedicnee. 
The final result of the conversation was, tliat, to 

i-oftcn mailers fur the present, ,\Jaclamc Duval 

should make one in the party lo Howard Gro,·c, 

hither we are positively Lo go next \ ednesday: 

An<l though we are none of us satisfied with this 

J)lan, we know not how to form a better. 
l\frs. Mirnn is now writing Lo Lady Howard, to 

excuse hringiug this ,me ·pcctccl guest, and prCYent 

the dis, grceahle sm1ir!se which must otherwise at­

tend her reception. This dear 1: dy seems eternally 

stud.)ing my happiness and adrnntagc. 
'l'o night we go to the Pauthcon, which is the 

last diversion we shall JJartake of in London ; for 

to-morrow--
• • • • $ • • 

This moment, my dearest Sir, I have received 

your kincl letler. 
ff you thougllt us too dissipated the first week, I 

almost fear to know what .)OU will think of us this 

secoi1d :-howm·er, Lhc Pantheon this e,·cuing will 

probably he the last publi~ place which I shall eye1· 

see. 
'fhe assurance of JOUl' support and protection in 

regard to :.\fadame Durnl, though what I ue,er 

doubted, e:xciles my utmosi, gratilucle. How in­

deed, chcri;;hcd under ~ our roof, the happy ohjecl 

of your constant inclulgcncc, how could I have 

borne to hecomc the shve of her tyra1mical hu­

n1ours?-ParJon !nc that I speak so hardly of her; 

bnl wheneHr Lho idea of passing my daJS with her 

oc-cm·s to me, Lhe comparison which naturally fol­

lows, Lakes from me all that forbearance which, I 

believe, I owe l:er. 
·Yon are already displeased with Sil- Clement~ 
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to l)e sure, then, his beliaYiour aft.er tl1e opera will 
not make his 1>eare with )OU, Indeed the more I 
rcflecL upon it, the more angry I am. I was en­
tirdy in his power, and iL was cruel in him lo cause 
JU( ' so much terror. 

0, my dearest Sir, were I but worthy the praJCrs 
ancl the wishes -you offer for me, the utmost ambi­
tion of my bea1:t would be fully salisfierl ! but I 
greall y foar JOU will find me, now thaL I am out of 
the reach of) om· assisting prudence, more weak and 
imperfect lhan JOU could have expected. 

l have not now time to write another word, 
for I must immediately liaslen to dress for the 
e,euing. 

LETTER XXIII. 

EVELINA IN CONTINUATION, 

[Queen-Ann-Street, Tuesday, April 19. 

THERE is something to me half melancholy in 
writing an account of our last ad, entures in London. 
Howe,er, as this <lay is merely appropriated to 
packing aud preparations for our journc), and as I 
shall shortly have no more a<l,enlures to write, I 
think l may as well complcle my town journal aL 
once: and, "hen yon ha, c iL altogether, I hope, my 
dear Hr, you will send me your obserYations and 
thuug ts {1pon it to Howarcl ·Grove. 

Al>oul eight o'clock we wcnl to the Pantheon. I 
wa:, extremclJ struck with the beauty of the build­
ing, "hich greatly surpassed whale,er I could ha-ve 
c. pecte,l or imagined. Yet i l has more tlw ap­
pearance of a chapel than of a place of cliwn,ion ; 
and, though I was quite charmed with the magnifi­
cence of ll!c room, I felt that I could not he as gay 
and thoughtless there as at Ranelagh; for there i~ 
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wmething in it w11ieh rather inspires awe and so­
lemnity, than mirth and pleasure. However, per­
l1aps it may only have this effect upon such a novice 
as myself. 

I should have said, that our party consisted only 
of Captain, Mrs. and Miss l\firvan, as Madame Du­
val spent the day in the city ;-which I own I could 
not lament. 

There was a great deal of company; but the 
first person we saw was Sir Clement Willoughby. 
He addressed us with his usual ease, and joined us 
for the whole evening. I felt myself very uneasy 
in his presence; for I could not look at him, nor hear 
him speak, without recollecting the chariot adven• 
ture; but, to my great amazement, I observed that 
he looked at me without the least apparent discom 
posure, though, certainly, he ought not to think of 
his hehaviour without blushing. I really wish I 
had not forgiven l1im, and then he could not have 
ventured to speak to me any more. 

There was an exceeding good concert, but too 
much talking to hear it well. Indeed I am quite 
astonished to find how little music is attended to in 
silence; for, though every body seems to admire, 
hardly any hotly listens. 

\Vo did not see Lord Orville Lill we went into 
the tea-room, which is large, low, and under 
ground, and serves merely as a foil to the apart­
ments above ; 110 tlten sat next lo us. He seemed 
to belong to a large party, chiefly of ladies; but, 
among the gentlemen attending them, I perceived 
Mr. Lovel. 

I was extremely irresolute wlwlher or not I ought 
to make any acknowledgements to Lord 01·ville for 
)1is generous conduct in securing me from the future 
impertinence of that man ; and I thought, that, u 
he had seemed to allow Mrs. Min an to acquaint me, 
taough no o~e else, of the meaim•e11 which he hail 
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taken, he migl1t, perhaps, suppose me ungrateful if 
11ilcnt: howCYer, I might have spared m)self the 
trouble of dcliberatiug, as I neler once had the 
shadow of an opportunity of speaking unheard by 
Sir Clement. On the contrary, he was so exceed­
ingly ofiicious and forward, that I could not say a 

word to any body; but inslanlly lie bent his head 
forward, ,Yith an air of profound attention, as if l 
had addressed mJself wholly to him ; and yet I 
never once looked at him, and would not have 
spoken to him on any account. 

Indeed, frs. l\lirvan herself, though unacquainted 
,vith the behaviour of Sir Clement after the opera, 
says it is not right for a young woman to be seen so 
frequently in public with the same gentleman; aud, 
if our stay in towu was to be lengthened, she would 
endea·rnur to represent to tlie Captain the impro­
priety of allowing his constant attendance; for Sir 
Clement, with all his easiness, could not be so eter• 
nally of our parties, if the Captain was less fond of 
l1is company. 

At Lhe same table with Lord Orville sat a gentle­
man,-1 call him so only because he was at the same 
table,-who, almost from the moment I was seated, 
fixed his eyes steadfastly on my face, and 11ever once_ 
remo,ed them to any other object during tea-time, 
notwithstanding my dislike of his staring, must, I am 
sure, ha,e been very e,,ident. I was quite surprised, 
that a man, whose boldness was so oflensive, could 
Jia.ve gained admission into a party of which Lord 
Orville made one; for I naturally concluded him to 
lle some low-bred uneducated man ; and I thought 
my idea was indubitably confirmed, when I heard 
him say to Sir Clement \Villoughhy, in an audible 
wltisper,-whieh is a mode of speech very distress­
ing and disagreeable to by-standers,-" For Hea­
ven's ,mke, )Villouihby, whQ i11 that lovely ere~ 
lure?" 
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But what was my amazement, when, listening al• 
tenli,ely for the answer, though my head was turned 
another way, I heard Sil- Clement say," I am sorry 
I cannot inform your Lordship, but I am ignorant 
myself." 

Lordship !-how extram-dinary ! that a nobleman, 
accustomed in all probability, to the first rank of 
company in the kingdom, from his earliest infancy, 
can possibly be cleficient in good manners, however 
faulty in morals ancl principles! Even Sir Clement 
,villoughby appeared modest in comparison will1 
Lhis person. 

During tea, a conversation was commenced upon 
the times, fashio11s, and public places, in which 
the company of bolh tables joined. It hegan by 
Sir Clement's in<J.uiring of Miss ..\lirvan and of me, 
if the Pantheon had answered our expeclations. 

lVe both readily agreed that iL had greatly ex 
ceeded them. 

" Ay, to be sure," said the Caplain, " why, you 
don't suppose they'd confess they didn't like it, do 
you? ,vhatever's the fashion they must like of 
course ;-or else I'd he bound for it they'd own, 
that there ne\·er was such a dull place as this here 
1nvented." 

"And has, then, this building," said Lord Or; 
ville, "110 merit that may serve lo lessen your cen­
sure? \Vill not your eye, Sir, speak something in 
its favour?" 

" Eye !" cried the Lord, (I don't know hi~ name,) 
" and is there any eye here, that can find pleasure 
in looking al dead walls or statues, when such hea­
vertly lif"ing objects as I now see demand all their 
admiration ?" 

" 0, certainly," said Lord 01·ville, " the lifeless 
symmetry of architectm·e, howe"\·er beautiful the 
-design and proportion, no man would be so mad as 
to put in competition with the animated charms o( 
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>rnlurc: hut when, as to-night, the CJC may be re­
galed at the i;amc time, and in one , icw, wilh all 
t;1e cxccllenec of art, and all Lhe pe1frC'tion of na­
ture, I cannot think that either suffer l>y heiug seen 
tog-ctllflr." 

"1 grant, my Lord," said 8ir Clement, " Lhat tho 
cool C\\C of 1111i111pnssioned philo ·oph) may "icw 
both with r'lual atlenlion, and cqtul safety; but, 
where lhc heart is not so well gu:inlcd, it is apt to 
interfere, a111l render, c,cn to the C)C, all objects 
but om· im,ipid and uninlcrcsting." 

'' _,\~e, a)l'," cried the Captain," ~-ou may talk 
whal~ou will of)om·e)C here,and Jom· <')C there, 
and, for the mallcr of thal, to he sure , ou ha,e two, 
-hut we all know they hoth squint 0;10 wa) .'' 

" Fur he it from me," said Lord On-illc, "to 
dispute the mc:gnelic power of 1,eauly, which irre­
sisliblv d1, ws and atlracls whale, er has soul and 
SJmp:;lhy: and I am happy to acknowledge, Lhat 
though we han~ now no god~ to occupy a mansiou 
profos cdly l111ill for them, )Ct we ham secured 
their hetter I.al 110, fm· we haH) goddcs ·es lo whom 
we all mo t "illinp;ly how clown.'' Aud then, wilb 
:t , cry droll air, he made a prnfound rC\ crencc to 
the Jaclies. 

" Thcy'1l need to be goddesses, wilh a ,·en­
gean<"c," said lhe Caplai11," for Lhey'rc mortal dear 
lo look at. Ilowsome,er, T i;hould he glad to l.no,v 
whal )Oil can see in e'er a face among them that's 
worth half.a-guinm for a sig·ht." 

" Half-a-guinea!" e. ·claimc<l Lhat i;ame Lord, " I 
would gi, c half I am worth for a sight of only one, 
pro,ided I mal,e my own c·hoicc. And, prithee, 
how can money he better employed than in th6 
seniee of fine women?" 

" If the ladies of hi., own party can pardon the 
Captain's speech," said Sir Clement, " l think h• 
hae a fair claim to the forgiveQess of all." 
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"Then you depend very mucJ1, as l doubt not 
but you may," said Lord Orville," upon the general 
sweetue11s of the sex ;-but as to the ladies of the 
Captain's party, they may easily pardon, for they 
.:aunot be hurt." 

" But they must have a devilish good conceit of 
themselves, though," said the Captain, " to belieYe 
all that. Howsomever, whether or no, I sl1ould 
be glad to be told by some of you, who seem to be 
knowing in them tl1ings, what kind of diversion 
can be found in such a place as this l1ere, for 
one wlw has had, long ago, his full of face-hunt­
ing ?" 

Every body ]augl1ed, but nobody spoke. 
"Why, look you there now," continued tlie 

Captain," you're all at a dead sland!-not a man 
among you can answer that there question. "\Vhy, 
then, I must make bold to conclude, that you all 
come here for no manner of purpose but to stare at 
one another's pretty faces :-though, for the matter 
of that, half of 'em are plaguy ugly ;-and, as to 
t'other l1alf,~I believe it's none of Cod's mannfac-­
tory." 

"What the ladies may come l1ither for, Sir," 
said Mr. Lovel, (stroking his ruffles, and looking 
down,) " it would ill become 11s to determine; but 
as to we men, doubtless we can have no other ,ielf 
tl1an to admire them." 

" If I ben't mistaken," cried the Captain, (look­
ing earnestly in his face,) " you are that same per: 
son we saw at Love for Love l'other night; ben't 
Jou?" 

Mr. Lovel bowed. 
" ,vhy, then, Gentlemen," continued lie, with a 

loud laugh, " I must tell you a most excellent good 
joke ;-when all was over, as sure as you're alive, 
he asked what the play was! Ha, ha, ha!" 

" Sir," ~aid Mr. Lovel, eolouring-, " if you wer• 
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,as much used lo a town life as I am,-which, I pre­
sume, is not precisely the case,- I fancy you 
would not find so much diversion from a circum­
stance so common." . 

" Common ! what is it common ?" repeated t]1e 
Captain ;- " why then, 'fore George, such chaps are 
more fit to be sent to school, and well disciplined 
with a cat-o'-ninc-tails, than to poke their l1eads 
into a play-house. \Yhy, a play is the only thing 
left, now-a days, that has a grain of sense in it; for 
as to all the rest of your public places, d'Je see, if 
the) were all put together, I would n't ghe that for 
'em !" snapping his fingers. " And now we're 
talking of them sort of things, tl1ere's JOUr operas, 
-I should like to know, now, what any of you can 
find to say for them." 

Lord Orville, who was most able to have an­
swered, seemed by no means to think the Captain 
wortl1y an argument, upon a subject concerning 
which he had neither knowledge nor fcelin : but, 
turning to us, he said, " The ladies arc sil t, and 
we seem to l1a"e engrossed the conversation to 
oursehcs, in which we are much more our own ene­
mies than theirs. But," addressing himself to Iiss 
MirYan and me, " I am most dm,irous to hear the 
opinions of these young ladies, to whom all public 
places must, as yet, be new." 

\\ e hoth, and witl1 eagerness, declared tliat we 
had rcr iled as much, if not more pleasure, at the 
opera Llian any "here: but we had better ha,e 
Leen silent; for the Captain, quite displeased, said, 
"What signifies asking them girls? Do you think 
they know their own minds yet ? Ask 'em after any 
thiug that's called dirnrsion, and )Ou're sure thcJ'll 
say it's ,·astly fine-they are a set of parrotll, and 
tipcak by rote, for they all Ila~ the same thing! 
hut ask 'em how the) like ruakiu 1r puddings and 
pies, and I warrant you'll pose '<!m, As to them 

(f 2 
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operas, I desil'e I may hear no more of their likinw 
imch nonsense ; and for you, Moll," to his daugh­
ter, " I charge you, as you value my favour, that 
you'll never again be so impertinent as to have a 
taste of your own before my face. There are fools 
enough in the world, without your adding to their 
number. I'll have no daughter of mine affect theia 
sort of megrims. It is a shame they a'n't put 
down; and if l'd my will, there's not a magistrate 
in this town but sl1ould be knocked of the head for 
suffering them. If yo11've a mind to praise any 
thing, why you may praise a play, and elcome, 
for I like it myself." 

This reproof effectually silenced us both for the 
rest of the eveniug. Nay, indeed, for some.minutes 
it seemed to silence eyery body else; till Mr. 
Lovel, not willing to lose an opportunity of return­
ing the Captain's sarcasm, said, " VVhy, really Sir, 
it is but natural to he most pleased with what ia 
most familiar; and, I think, of all our diversions, 
there is not one so much in common between us and 
the country as a play. ot a village but has its 
barns and comedians ; and as for the stage business, 
why it may be pretty equall_y done auy where; and 
even in regard to us, and the canaille, confined u 
we all aro within the semi-circle of a theatro, there 
is no place where the distinction is less obvious." 

While the Captain seemed considering for Mr. 
Lovel's meaning, Lord Orville, probably with a 
view to prevent his finding it, changed the subject 
to Cox's J\Iuseum, and asked what he thought of it." 

" Think!-" said he, " why I think as how it 
i'n't worth thinking about. I like no suchjemcracks. 
It i.s only fit, in my mind, for monkeys :-though, 
for aught I know, they too might turn up their noses 
at it." 

"May we ask your Lordship's own opinion?" 
taid Mr1. Minau. 
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( " 11he mechanism," answered he, " is wonder­
fully ingenious: I am sorry it is turned to no better 
account; but iL'> purport is so frivolous, so very re• 
mote from all aim al instruction or utility, that the 
sight of so fine a show only leaves a. regret on tha 
mind, that so much work, and so much ingenuity, 
should not be better bestowed." 

" The truth is," said the Captain, " that in all this 
huge town, so full as it is of folks of all sorts, there 
i'n't so much as one public place, besides tl1e play• 
house, where a man, that's to say, a man who is a 
man, ought not to be a ·barned to show his face. 
T'olher day they got me to a ridotto : but I believe, 
it will be loug enough before they get me to ano­
ther. I knew no more wl1at to do with myself, than 
if my ship's company had been metamorphosed into 
l?reuchmcn. Then again, there's JOUr famous 
Ranelagh, that you make such a fuss about ;-why 
what a dull place is that !-it's the worst of all." 

" Ranelagh dull !'' - " Ranelagh dull !" - wa1 
echoed from mouth to mouth ; and all the ladies, 
as if of one accord, regarded the Captain with looks 
of the most ironical contempt. 

"As to Ranelagh," said .Mr. Love]," filf')St indu­
bitably, though the price is plebeian, it is by no 
means adapted to the plebeian taste. lt "requires a 
certain acquaintance with high life, and-and-and 
somell1ing of-of-something d' un vrai gm1t, to b@ 
really i1ensible of its merit. Those whose-whose, 

onneclions and so forth, are not among Les gens 
comme il Jaut, can feel nothing but ennui at such a 
placft as Ranelagh." 

" Ranelagh !" cried Lord --, " 0, 'tis the di­
-vinest place under Heaven,--or, indeed,-for 
auO'ht I know---" 

" 0 you creature!" cried a pretty, but affected 
Joung lady, patting him with her fan," you sha'n't' 

lk 110; l kllow what you are goini to aay; 
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but positively, I wo'u't sit by you, if you're so 
wicked." 

" Aud how can one sit by you, and be good?'' 
r.aid he, " when on1y to look at you is enough to 
make one wicked-or wish to be so?" 

" Fie, my Lord!" returned she, " you are really 
insufferable. I don't think I shall speak to you 
again these seven years." 

" What a metamorphosis," cried Lord Orville, 
" should you make a patriarch of his Lordship !" 

" Seven years!" said he, " dear Madam, be con­
tented with telling me you will not speak to me 
c!fter seven years, and I will endeavour to submit." 

" 0, very well, my Lord," answered she, " pray 
date the end of our speaking to each other as early 
as you please, I'll promise to agree to your time." 

"You know, dear Madam," said he, sipping his 
tea," you know I only ]he in your sight." 

" 0 yes, my Lord, I ha,·e long known that. But 
I begin to fear we shall be too late for Ranelagh 
this evening." 

" 0 no, Madam," said Mr. Lovel, looking at hi1 
watch, " it is but just past ten." 

" o more!" cried she," 0 then we shall do very 
well." 

All the ladies now .started up, and declared they 
had no time to lose. , 

" Why, what the D--1," cried the Captain, 
leaning fonvard with both his arms on the table, 
" are you going to Hanelagh at this time of night?• 

Thfl ladies looked at one another, and smiled. 
"To Ranelagh?" cried Lord--," Yes, and I 

hope you are going too; for we cannot possibly 
excuse these ladies." 

"I go to Ranelagh?-ifl do, I'll be--." 
Every body now stood up; and the stranger 

Lord coming round to me, said, " y(YIJ, go, I hope?" 
"No, my Lord, 1 believe not." 
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" 0 you cannot, must not be so barlJarous." 

And he took JJl} hand, and ran on, sa)·iog such fine 

speeches and compliments, that l might almost ha,·e 

supposed myself a goddess, and him a pagan pay­

ing me adoration. As soon as I pof. ibly could, I 

drew back my hand; hut lie frequently, in the 

course of conYersation, conlriYed Lo lake it ag<iin, 

though it was extremely disagreeable lo me; and 

the more so, as I saw that Lord On·illc had his e_)es 

fixed upon us, with a gravity of atlention that made 

me uneasy. 
And, surely, my dear Sir, it was a great liberty 

in this Lord, nolwilhslanding his rauk, to treat me 

.so freely. s to Sir Clement, he seemed in misery. 

They all en<le:rrnurcd lo prenil with the Captain 

to join the Ranelagh party; and this Lord told me, 

in a low ,oiee, that it teas tearing his heart out to 

go without me. 
During this co11Yersation Mr. LoYcl came forward, 

and assuming a look of surprise, made me a bow, 

and inquired how I did, pl'Olesting, upon his ho­

uour, that he had nol seen me before, or would 

i;ooncr haYe paid his respects lo me. 
'fhough his politeness was ni<lently constrained, 

yet I was Yery glad lo be thus assured of having 

notl1ing more to fear from him. 
'l'he Captain, far from listening to their l)ersua­

sious of accompanying them lo Ranelagh, was quite 

in a passion at the proposal, aud Yo wed he would 

sooner go to the Black-hole in Calcutta. 
" But," said Lord --, " if the ladies will take 

their tea at Ranelagh, you may depend upon our 

seeing them safe home ; for we shall all be proud 

of the honour of attending them." 
" :May ho so," said the Captain, " but I'll tell 

you what, if one of these 1)laces heu't enough for 

them to-night, why to-morrow they shall go to 

ne'er a one." 
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We instantly declared ourselves ready to 'goo 

home. 
" It is not for yourselves that we petition," said 

Lord --, " but for us; if you have any charity, 
you will not be so cruel as to deny us; we only 
beg you lo prolong our happiness for a few minutes, 
-the favour is but a small one for you to grant, 
though so great a one for us to receive." 

" To tell you a piece of my mind," said the Cap• 
taiu, surlily," I think you might as well not give 
the girls so much of this palaver : they'll take it 
all for gospel. As to Moll, why she's well enough, 
hut nothing extraordinary ; thougl1, perhaps, )OU 
may persuade her that her pug nose is all the 
fashion; and as to the other, why she's good white 
and red to be sure; but what of that ?-I'll warrant 
ehe'll moulder away as fast as her neighbours." 

" Is there," cried Lord --, " another man in 
this place, who, seeing such objects, could make 
1mch a speech?" 

" As to that there," returned the Caplaiu, " I 
don' t know whether tl1ere lie or no, and, to make 
free, 1 don't care; for I shan't go for to model my• 
self by any of these fair weather chaps, who dare 
not so much as say their souls arc their own,-and, 
for aught I know, no more tl1ey hen't. l'm ahnost 
as much ashamed of my countrymen as if I was a 
Frenchman, and I believe in my hearl there i'n't a 
pin to choose between them ; and, before long, we 
shall hear the very sailors talking that lingo, and 
l!Ce never a swabber without a bag and a sword." 

" He, he, he !-well, 'pon honor," cried l\lr. Lo• 
vel, " you gentlemen of the ocean have a most 
eevere way of judging." 

'' Severe; 'fore George, that is impossible; for, 
to cut the matter short, the men, as they caU them• 
selves, arc no better than monkeys; and as to the 
1"1men, why they are mere doll11. So aow yo•'n 
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p;ot my opinion of this subject: and so I wisl1 yo• 

good night." 
The ladies, who were very impatient to be gone, 

made their courtesies, and tripped away, followed by 
all the gentlemen of their ])arty, except the Lord I 
}Jave before mentioned, and Lord Orville, who stay­

ed to make inquiries of Mrs. Mirvan concerning 

pur lea,ing town; and then saying, with his usual 

politeness, something civil to each of us, with a 

very grave air lie quitted us. 
Lord -- remained some minutes longer, wl1ich 

he spent in making a profusion of compliments to 

me; by which he preYCntcd my hearing distinctly 

what Lord Orville said, to my great vexation, 

especially as he looked-I thought so, at lcast,­

as if displeased at his particularity of behaviour to 

me. 
In going to an outward room to wait for the car-

1·ia,,·c, I walked, and could not possibly avoid it, 

between this nobleman and Sir Clement Willough­

by; and, when the servant said the coach stopped 

the way, though the ]aller offered me his hand, 

which I should much have preferred, this same 

Lord, without any ceremony, took mine himself; 

and Sir Clement, with a look c tremely provoked, 

conducted Mrs. Mirvan. 
In o.11. ranks and al I stations of ]ife, how strangely 

do characters ancl manners differ! Lord Onille, 

with a politeness which knows no intermission, and 

makes no distinction, is as unassuming and modest 

as if he had ncrnr mixed with the great, and was 

totally ignorant of every qualification he possesses; 

this olhc-r Loni, though la,ish of compliments and 

fine i,;pccehes, i-eems to me an intire stranger to 

real goocl lirceding: whoever strikes his fancy en, 

grosses his whole allcnt.ion. He is forward and 

bold; has an air of haughtiness towards men, an<l a 

look of lihertiuism towards women ; and his con• 
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scious quality seems to have given him a freedom 
in his way of speaking to either sex, that is very 
little short of rudeness. 

When we returned home, we were all low• 
spirited. The evening's entertainment had dis• 
pleased the Captain; and his displeasure, I believe, 
disconcerted us all. 

And l1ere I thought to lmve concluded my letlcr; 
but, to my great snrpt·ise, just now we had a. visit 
from Lord Orville. He called, he said, to pa.y his 
respects to us before we left towu, and made many 
inquiries concerning our return; aud, when Mrs. 
l\lirrnn told him we were going into the country 
without any view of agaiu quitting it, he expressed 
his concern in such terms-so polite, so flattering, 
so serious-that I could hardly forbear being sorry 
myself. V\'ere I Lo go immediately to Berry Hill, 
I am snre I should feel nothing but joy; - but, • 
now we are joined by this Captain and by Madame 
Duval, I must own I expect very little pleasure at 
Howard Grove. 

Before Lord Orville went, Sir Clement Willough­
by called. He was more grave tl1an I had e"l-er 
seen him ; and made several attempts to speak to 
me in a low voice, and to assure me that his regret 
upon the occasion of our journey was entirely upon 
my account. But I was nol in spirits, and could 
uot bear to be leased by him. However, he has so 
well paid his court to Captain Mirvan, that he gave 
J1im a. ,cry hearty invitation to the Gr°'·e. At this 
he brighlened,-and just Lhen Lord Orville took 
leave. 

No doubt but he was disgusted at this ill-timed, 
m-bred partiality ; fo1· surely il was very wrong to 
make an invitation before Lord On·ille in which he 
was not included! I was so much chagrined, that, 
as soon as he went, I left the room; and I shall not 
g-o down stairs till Sir Clement is gone. 
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• Lord Orville cannot but observe his a~siduous 

endeavours to ingratiate himself into my favour: 
and does not this extravagant civility of Captain 
)Iirvan give him reason to suppose that it meets 
with our general approbation? I cannot think upon 
this subject without inexpressible uneasiness; and 
yet I can think of nothing else. 

Adieu, my dearest Sir. Pray write to me imme­
diately. How many long letters has this one short 
fortnight produced! Morn than I may probably 
ever write again. I fear I shall have tired you 
with reading them; but you will now have time lo 

rest, for I shall find but liLLle to say in future. 
Aud now, most honoured Sir, with all the follies 

:md imperfections which I have thus faithfully re­
counted, can you, and with unabated kindness, suf­
fer me to sign myself 

Your dutiful and most affectionate 
EvLLrnA? 

LE'ITER XXIV. 

)IR, VILLARS TO EVELINA, 

[Berry Hill, April 22. 

How much do I rejoice that I can again addresa 
my letters to Howard Gro,e! My E,clina would 
have grieved had she known the anxiety of my 
mind during her residence in the great world. My 
apprehensions have been inexpressibly alanning; 
and your journal, at once exciting and relieving 
my fears, has almost wholly occupied me since the 
time of your dating it from London. 

Sir Clement \\-illoughby must be an artful de­
signing man: I am extremely irritated at his con-. 
duct. The passion he pretends for you has neither 
_-il,cerity nor houo,u .i the manner and tl1e oppor• 
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tunities he has chosen to declare it, are hordcrin"' upon insult. 

His unwortl1y behaviour after the opera, con­
viuccs me, that, had not JOUr \'ehemcncc frightened 
]1i111, Queen-Ann-sh·eet would have been the last 
place whither he would haye ordered his chariot. 
0, my child, how thankful am I for J0Ur escape! I 
need noL now, I am sure, enlarge upon Jom· indis­
cretion and want of thought, in so hastily Lruslin~ 
yourself with a man so little kn°'vn lo Jou, and 
whose gaiety and flightiness should have put JOU on :rour guard. 

The nobleman you met at the Pantheon, bold and 
forward as )OU describe hirn to be, gives me 110 ap­
prehension; a man who appears so openly licen­
tious, and wl10 make 11is attack with so little regard 
to decorum, is one who, to a mind such as my Eve­
lina's, can never be seen but with the disgust which his manners ought Lo e. cite. 

But Sir Clement, though he seeks occasion to 
gi·rn real offence, contri ms to ayoid all appearance 
of intentional evil. He is far more dangerous, be­
cause more artful: but I am happy to obsene that 
he seems Lo ha:rn made no impression upon J0Ul' 
lJCart; and therefore a, cry liltlc care and prudence 
may secure you from those designs which I feat· he has formed. 

Lord Orville appears to be of a better order of 
beings. His spirited conduct to the meanl_rimper­
tincnt Lovel, and his anxiety for you after the 
opera, proTc l1im lo be a man of sense and of feel­
ing. Doubtless he thought there was much reason 
to tremble for your safety while <-'Xposed lo the 
power of Sir Clement; and he acted with a regard 
to real honour, that will alwaJs incline me lo think 
:well of him, in so immediately ac'}uaintino- the 
l\1irvau family with your situation. Many 1:cn of 
fliii age, frou1 a false and pretended uelicacy to A 
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friend, won]d have quielly pursued Lheir own affairs, 
and thought it more honourahle to leaye an un­
susperling )Oung creature lo the mercy of a lilier­
tine, thau lo risk hls displeasure by takiug measurea 

for her security. 
1. our evident concern at lea·ving London is , cry 

natural, and Jet it afilicts me. I eyer dreaded ) our 

being too much pleased with a life of dissipation, 

"hich )OUlh and ,irncity render but too alluring; 
and I almost regret the consent for your journeJ, 
whlch Iliad not the resolution to withhold. 

Alas, Dl) child, the artlessness of ~·our nature, 
and the simplicity of) our education, alike unfit JOU 
for the thorny paths of the great and busy world. 

The supposed obscurity of your birth and situalion, 
makes JOU liable to a thousand di grccable adren­
tures. ot only my , ·iews, but my hopes for )OUr 
future life, have ernr centered in the couutry. 

Shall I own to you, thal, howc,·er I ma) differ from 

Caplaiu Minan in other respects, yet my opinion 
of the town, its mauners, inhabitants, and di, er­
sions, is niuch upon a lernl with his o,, n? Indeed 
it is the general harbour of fraud and of folly, of du­
plicity and of impertinence; and I wish few things 
more fonently, than that JOU may ha,e lakcu a 

lasli11g le:ne ofit. 
Hemcmher, howc,·er, that I only speak in regard 

to a puhlic and dissipated life; in prh ale families 
we may doubtless find as much goodness, honesty, 
and Yirlue in London, a~ in tl10 counlry. 

If contented with a retired ~tation, J still hope I 
sliaJI li,c to see my Evelina the ornament of her 

neighbourhood, and the pride and delight of her 
fimilJ ; gi\'iug and recci,ing joy from such society 
as may hcsl desene her aflcction, and emploJing 
herself in such useful and innocent occupations as 
may secure and merit the Lcndercsl lo,c of her 

friends, and the worthiest satisfaction of her ow• 
l1ca1·L. 
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Such are my J1opes, and such J1ave been my ex­

pectalions. Disappoint them not, my beloYcd 
child ; but cheer me with a few lines, that may as­
sure me, Lhis one short fortnight spent in town has 
irnt undone the work of seventeen years spent in 
ti1e country. 

AnTIIUR V1LLAns. 

LETTER XXV. 

EVELINA TC, THE REV. MR. VILLAJtS, 

[Howard Grove, April 25. 
No, my dear Sir, no: the work ef se1.:enteen years 

remains such a9 it was, ever unworlhy your time 
and your labour; but not more so now-at least I 
l1ope not-than before that fortnight which has so 
much alarmed you. . 

And yet I must confess, that I am not half ~o 
happy here at present as I was ere l went to town: 
but the change is in the place, not in me. Captain 
Mirvan and Madame Duval have ruined Howard 
Grove. The harmony that reigned here is dis­
turbed, our schemes are broken, our way of life is 
allered, and our comfort is destroyed. But do not 
suppose London to be the source of these evils; 
for, had our excursion been any where else, so dis­
agreeable an addition to our household must have 
ea.used the same change at our return. 

l was snre you would be displeased with Sir Cle­
ment \ ;\iilloughby, and therefore I am by no means 
iurpriscd at what you say of him; hut for Lord 
Orville-I must own I had greatly feared that my 
weak and imperfect account would not ham pro­
cured him the good opinion which J1e so well de­
serves, and which I am delighted to find you seem 
to have of.him. O, Sir, could I have done jui-ticc tll 
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the merit of which I helie,·e him possessed ;-couJcl 

I have painted him to you such as he appeared to 

me ;-then, indeed, ) ou would ha,·e bad some idea 

of the claim w11ich he has to your approbation! 

After tbe last letter which I wrote in town, no• 

thing more passed previous to our journey bither, 

except a very violent quarrel between Captain 1ir­

van and Madame Duval. As the Captain intended 

to travel on horseback, lie had settled that we fou1• 

females should make use of his coach. l\Iadamo 

Dunl did not come lo Queen-Ann-street till the 

carriage liad waited some time at the door; and 

then, attended by Monsieur Du Bois, she made her 

appearance. 
The Captain, impatient to be gone, would not 

sufl'er them to enter the house, l>Ut insisted that we 

should immediately get into the coach. \Ve oho,r· 

ed; but were no sooner seated, than Madame Du­

val said, " Come, l\lousicur Du Bois, these girls 

can make very good room for you : sit closer, 

d1ildren." 
l\lrs. l\1irnn looked quite confounded ; and :\I. 

Du Bois, aft.er making some apologies about crowd­

ing us, actually got into the coach, on the side with 

Miss 1\linan aud me. But no sooner was lie seated, 

than the Captain, who had observed this transaction 

very quietly, walked up to the coacl1 door, saying, 

"\\'hat, neither with your leave, nor by your lcaYe ?" 

1\1. Du Bois seemed rather sl1ocked, and began 

to make abundance of excu!'-es: but the Captain 

neither understood nor regarded l1im, and, Ycry 

roughl), said, "Look'ee, 1\Ionseer,this here maybo 

a French fashion for aught I know,-but giYc and 

take is fair in all nations; and so now, d'ye sec, I'll 

make hold to shew you an Rnglish one." 

And then, seizing his wrist, he ,nade Mm jump 

out of the coach. 
l\l. Du Bois instantly put liis l1and upon hiii 

aword, and threatene!1 to resent this indignity. The: 
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Captain, holding up his stick, bid him draw at hi~ peril. Mrs . .Minan, greatly alarmed, got out of tho coach, and standing between them, intreated her husband to re-enter the house. 

" one of your clack!" cried he, angrily; "\vhat the D-1, do you suppose I can't manage a French­man?" 
Mean tirne, -1\fadame Duval called oul to M. Du Bois, " Eh, laisse:;-Le, mon ami, ne le cmTige:; /JU$; c'est un vilain bete q1ti n',m vaut p11s la peine." 
" .Monsieur le Capitaine," cried M. Du Bois, "VOlL• lez-vo11s hicn me demander pardon?" 
" 0 ho, you demand pardon, do you?" said the Captain, " I thought as much; I thought you'd come lo ;-so you have lost )Our relish for an En~­lish salutation, h:ne you?" strutting up to him with looks of defiance. 
A crowd was now gathering, and ;'\frs . .:\Iirvan again besought her husband to go into the lwuse. 
" \Vhy, what a plague is the womart afraid of? -Did you ever know a Frenc!nnau that could not take a11 affrout?-I warrant l\Ionseer knows what lie is about ;-don't you, 1\1011.seer?" 
M. Dn Bois, not understanding him, only said, "plait il, l\Ion.~ieur?" 
" ~ To, nor dish me neither," answered the Cap­tain; " but, he that as it may, what signifies our parleying here? If you've any thiug to propose, speak at once; if not, why let us go on our journey ",ithont more atlo." 

"Parbleu, je n' entends 1·ien, moil" cried]\[. Du Bois, shrugging up his shoulders, and looking Yery dismal. 
Mrs. 1\lirrnn then advanced to him, and said in French, tliat she was sure the Captain had not any .intention to affront him, and begged lie would de­si~t from a dispute_ whid1 could only he prorluetiYe cif mutual misunderstanding, as ncilher of them knew the lauguage of the other. 
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Thi.,, sensible remonsll'ance had the desil'ed effect; 

and .M. Du Bois, making ,1 bow lo every one e. ccpt 

the Captain, , ·cry wisely garn up the 1>oiut, and 

took leave. 
\Ve then hovcd to proceed quietly on our journey; 

1ml the turbulent Captain would nol )Cl permit us. 

Ilc approached :\Iadame Durnl with an exulting 

air, aud said, " Why, how's this, '.\fadam? what, 

has your champion deserted you? why, I thought 

:you told me, that you old gentlewomen 11ad it all 

your own way amon•" them :French sparks!" 

" As to that, Sir," answered she, " it's not of no 

consequence what you Lhought; for a person who 

can behaYe in such a low way, may think what he 

pleases for me, for I sha'n'l mind." 
" \ h_- tLcn, ~listres ·, since yon must needs 

make-so free," cried he, " please to tell me the rea­

son why ) ou took the libel'ly for lo ask an) of) om· 

follow"r;; into my coach without my leine? A11swc1: 

me to that." 
"\Vhy, tl1en, pray Sir," returned sl1e, " tell me 

the reason why you took the liherly lo treat the 

gentleman in such an unpolite wii.y, as to take and 

pull him neck antl heels out? I'm sure he hadn't 

clone nothing lo affront you, nor nohody else; aml 

I don't l~uow wl1al great hurt he "oul<l haYe <lone 

you, by just sitting still in the coach : lie would 

not han' <·at it." • 

" \\rhal, do lou think, thrn, that my horses haYe 

nothing to do bul carry ahoul your ~•1ivcllin~ 

Frenchmen? If) ou do, ~1.a<lam, I must mal<e bold 

to tell you, you are out, for I'll see 'cm hanged 

first." 
" )fore brute you, then! for they've neyer car-

ric<l nobody half so ~oml." 
"\ hy, look'co, )ladam, if yon must needs pro­

,·oke me, I'll tell ) ou a piece of my mind: ) on 

musl know, I can see as far inlo a millstone as 

another man; and so, if you thoui;ht for to fob ma 
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off will, one or your smirking French 1,uppies fi>i· a 
son-in-law, why you'll find yourself in a hobble, that's all." 

"Sir, you're a --- l1ut I won't say what;­
bul I protest I hadn't no such a thought, no more hadn't Monsieur Du Bois." 

"My dear," said l\frs. Mirvan, "we shall be very late." 
""\Vell, well," answered he, "get away then; 

off with you as fast as you can, it's high Lime. As 
to Molly, slie's fine lady enough in all conscience; 
I want none of your French chaps to make her worse." 

And so saying he mounted his l1orse, and we drove 
off. And I could not but think, with regret, of the 
different feelings we experienced upon leaving Lon­
don, to what had belonged to our entering iL. 

During the journey Madame Duval was so very 
violent against the Caplain, that she obliged Mrs. 
:Mirvan to tell J1er, that when in her presence, she 
must beg her to choose some other subject of dis­course, 

\Ve hacl a most affcctionalo reception from Lady 
Howard, whose kindness and hospitality cannot 
fail of making e,·ery body happy who is disposed !lo to be. 

Adieu, my dearest Sir. I hope, tl10ugb I have 
J1ithcrto ncglectecl to mention il, that you barn 
always rememberecl me to whoever has made any inquiry concerning me. 

LETIER XXVI. 
EVELINA TO THE REV, !\Ill, VILLARS. 

[Howard Grove, April 27. 
0 ll1 Y dear Sir, I now write in the greatest un-

6asiuess ! I'rfadame Dunl has made a 1woposal wbicll 
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terrifies me to death, and which was as unexpected 
as it is shocking. 

She had been employed for some hours this after~ 
noon in reading letters from London : and, just 
about tea-time, she sent for me into her room, and 
said, with a look of great satisfaction, " Come here, 
child, I've got some very good news to tell you : 
something that will surprise you, I'll give you my 
word, for you ha'n't no notion of it." 

I begged her to explain herself; and tlien, in 
terms which I cannot repeat, she said she ]1ad been 
considering what a shame it was to see me such a. 
poor, country, shame-faced thing, when I ought to 
be a fine lady; and that she had long, and upon 
several occasions, blushed for me, though she must 
own tlie faull was none of mine : for nothing bet­
ter could be expected from a girl who had been so 
immured. However, she assured me she had, at 
length, hit upon a plan, which would make quite 
another creature of me. 

I waited, without much impatience, to hear wliat 
this preface Jed to ; but 1 was soon awakened to 
more lh'ely sensations, when she acquainted me, 
that her intention was lo prove my hirth-right, and 
lo daim, by law, the inheritance of my real fa­
mih ! 

it would be impossihle for me to exp1·ess my ex­
treme consternation ·when she thus unfolded l1er 
scheme. ,1y surprise and terror were equally 

. g-reat; I could r-ay nothing: I heard lier with a 
silence wl1ich 1 had not Lhc power to break. 

She then expatiated ·rnry warmly U]lOn the ad­
,:anta~es I should reap from her plan ; talked in a 
high style of my fulurc grandeur; assured me ho,,­
l1earti]y T should de::-pise almost every liody and 
every thing I 1,ad hitherlo scf'n; predicled my 
_1narrying into some family of the first rank in llie 
kingdom ; and, fiuallJ, said I i-hould ~pend a few 

YOL. J, H 
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mouths in Paris, wl1cre my e<lucation and manners 

might receive their last polish. 
She enlarged also upon the delight she should 

Jia,e, in common with m_)self, from morlif.) ing Lhe 

vride of certain people, and showing them that she 

was not to he slighted with impunity. 
In the midst of this discourse, I was rcliewd hy 

:i summons to tea. Madame Dmal was in great 

spirits; but my emotion was too painful for con­

cealment, and enry body enquired inlo the cause. 

I would fain ha,e wa,·ed the subject, but .:\ladame 

Duval was determined to make il public. She told 

them that she had it in her head lo make something 

of me, and that they should soon call me by another 

name than 1hal of Am·ille; and .)CL that sl1e was 

not going to ha,e the child married neither. 
I could nol endure lo hear her proceed, and was 

going lo lt'a·rn the room; which when Larly How­

ard pcrcciwd, she begged l\ladame Duval would 

defer her intelligence Lo i-ome other opportunity: 

but slic was so cager to cornm1mi< ate her ~chcme, 

that she could bear no delay ; and therefore they 

suffered me to go without opposition. Indeed, 

whene,er my situation or affairs are mentioned by 

ladame Dm·al, she speaks of them with such blunt­

ness and severity, that I cannot be enjoined a task 

more cruel than to hear her. 
I was afterwards acquainted wit11 some particu­

lars of the con'\'ersalion by l\liss Minan ; who told 

me that :\Iadamc Dunl informed them of her plan 

with the utmost complacency, and seemed to think 

bcrse]f very fortunate in ha·ving suggested it; but 

soon after, she accidentally belraJed, that she had 

been instigated lo Lhe scheme by her relations the 

Braughlons, whose letters, which she rece>iYed to­

day, first mentioned the proposal. She declared 

that she would l1ave nothing to do with any rou11d-

1bout ways, but go openly and instantly to law, in 



mder lo pro,e my liirlh, real name, and title to the 

c:,tale of m v ancestors. 
How imjwrlinent and officious, in tl1ese Brangh­

lou:,, to inlC'rfcre thus in my coneerns ! You can hard­

ly ima~ine "ha l a disturLancc this plan has made in 
the family. 'fhe Captain," ilhout enquiring into any 
particulars of the affair, h:i peremptorily declared 
himselfa;;ainst it, merely l ,C'cause it has been pro­

posed h) Madame Dmal; and they ha,e battled 

tl1c point to~ethcr with great, iolence. Mrs. Mir­
nn sa ·s, she ~ill not ewn think Lill :he hears your 

opinion. Bu1 Lad~ Howanl, to my grral surpri e, 

openly a, o" • her approliation of l\Iadamc DuHl's 
iutcution: l1owc,er, she will write ]l('r rrasons and 

• 11 timcuL, upo11 the su hject to } ou herself. 
As to J\li.s :\lin·an, she is my sf'cond self, and 

nrithcr hopes nor fears hut as I do. And as Lo me, 
-I know not ,\hat to say, nor e,en "lial to wish: 

I ha,c oftC'n tl1ought my fate peculiarly cruel, to 

ha,e but one parent, and from Lhat one to he lrn,1ish­
ed for ner ;-while, on the other !-ide, I h:n c but 

too well known and felt the propriety of ihe separa­
tion. And :yet )·ou may much better ima"'ine, 

tlian I ean C.'-lwess, the internal anr;uish whicl1 
sometimes oppresses my l1eart, when I rcllcl'l upon 
the strange indifference thaL musl oeeafion a father 
nner Lo make tl1e lcasl enquiry after Lhe health, the 

welfare, or cYcn the life of his ehild ! 
0 Sir, to me the loss is uothing!-greatly, sweet­

ly, and mos~ bennolentl) Iia,·e )OU p;uarded me 
from feeling iL; huL for him, I gt·ie·rn indeed !-I 
mu t he di, esLed, not morel) of all filial 11iely, but 
of all humanity, could I c, er think upon this sub­

ject, and not he wounded to the soul. 
Again I must repeat, I kuow not what to 1.rish: 

think for me, therefore, m, dearest Sir, and suffer 
my dou1'lir,g mind, Llial 1;;1ows not wl1ich way to 

direrl ijs hope~, to be guide<l hy )Ollr wisdom and 

unerring counsel. EvELI:- A. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

LADY HOWARD TO THE REV. MR, VILLARI!. 

Dear Sir, [ Howard G1'ouc. 

I CANNOT give a greater proof of the high opinion 
I ]1ave of your candour, than by the liberty I am 
now going to take, of presuming to offer you advice, 
upon a subject concerning which you have so just 
a claim to act for yourself: but I know you have 
too unaffected a love of justice, to be partially 
tenacious of your own judgment. 

Madame Duval has been proposing a scheme 
wl1ich has put us all in commotion, and against 
which, at first, in common with the rest of my fa. 
mily, I exclaimed: but, upon more mature consi­
deration, I own my objections have almost who1ly 
vanished. 

This scheme is no other than to commence a law­
suit with Sir John Belmont, to prove the validity of 
l1is mal'riage witl1 l\liss Evelyn; the necessary con­
isequence of which proof will be, securing his for­
tune and estate to his daughter. 

And wl1y, my dear Sir, should not this be? I 
know that, upon first hearing, such a plan conveys 
ideas that must shock you; but I know, too, that 
your mind is superior to being governed by pre• 
judices, or to opposing any important cause on 
account of a few disagreeable attendant circum­
stances. 

Your lovely charge, now first entering into life, 
lias merit which ought not to be buried in obscurity. 
Site seems born for an ornament to lhe world. Na­
ture has been bountiful to her of whatever sl1e had 
to liestow; and the peculiar attention vo:1 have 
given Lo her edncation, has formed her ;nind to a 
degree of excellence, that in one so young I have 
scarce ever seen equalled. Fortune alone has 
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hitherto beell spariug of her gifts; and she, too, 
now opens the \\ay which leads to all Lhal is left lo 
wish for her. 

vVhat your reasons mny have been, my g·ood 
Sir, (or so carefully concealiug Lhe birth, name, and 
pretensions of this amiable girl, aud forbearing 
to make any claim upon Sir Jolin Belmont, I am 
totally a stranger to; but without knowing, I re­
spect them, from Lhe high opinion that I have of 
)Our character and judgment: but I hope they are 
not insuperable; for I cannot but think, that it was 
never desig·ned for one who seems meant to grace 
lhe world, to l1ave her life devoted to retirement. 

Surely Sir Jolm Belmont, wretch as he has shown 
himself, could never see his accomplished daughter, 
and not be proud to own her, and eager to secure 
Ler the inheritance of his fortune. The admiration 
she met with in town, though merely the effect of 
J1er external attractions, was such, that Mrs. Mfrvan 
assures me she would have had the most splendid 
offers, had there not seemed to be some mystery in 
regard to her birth, which she was well informed, 
was assiduously, though vainly, endeavomed to be 
di,;covered. 

Can it be right, my dear Sir, that this promising 
youug creature should be deprived of tl1e fortune 
1-ud rnuk oflife to which sl1e is lawfully iutitled, and 
wliich yon }1ave prepared her to support anu to use 
so nobly? To despise riches may indeed be phi­
losophic; but to dispense them worthily, must, 
surely, be more beneficial to mankind. 

Perhaps a few years, or indeed a much shorter 
time, may make· this scheme impracticable : Sir 
John, though yet young, leads a life too dissipated 
for long duration; and when too late, we may re~ 
gret that something was not sooner done; for it will 
be nexl to impossible, after he is gone, to settle or 
prove any thing with his hein and execulon. 
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Panlon the earnestness with which I write mJ 
sense of this affair ; but your charming ward has 
made me so warmly her friend, that I cannot be in­
<liffarent upon a subject of such importance Lo her 
future life. 

Adieu, my dear Sir;-send me speedily an answer 
to this remonstrance, and believe me to be, u:c. 

1\1. HOWARD, 

LEITER XX VIII. 

MR, YILLARS TO LADY HOW ARD, 

[ Berry Hill, May 2. 

Youn Jetter, Madam, has opened a source of anic· 
iety, Lo which I look forward with dread, aud ,,hich, 
to see closed, I scarcely dare expect. I am unwil­
ling to oppose my opinion to that of your ladyship; 
nor, indeed, can I, but by arguments which I be­
lieve will rather rank me as an hermit, i;;norant of 
the world, and fit only for my cell, th'.ln as a proper 
f,"llardian, in an age such as this, for an accomplished 
young woman. Yet thus called upon, it behoYes 
me to explain, au<l eudea, our lo vindicate, the rea­
sons by which I ham heen hitherto guided. 

'fhe mother of this dear child,-who was Jed to 
destmction by her own imprudence, Lhe hardness 
of heart of Madame Duval, and the villainy of Sir 
John Belmonl,-was once, what her daughter is 
now, the best beloved of my heart; and her memory, 
so l011g as my own holds, I shall love, mourn and 
honour! On the fatal day that her gentle soul left 
its mansion, and not many hours ere she ceased to 
breathe, I solemnly plighted my faith, That her 
child,.if' it lived, should know no father but myself, or 
her acknowledged husband. 

You cannot, Madam, snppose that I found much 

r 
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difficully in adhering lo lhis prn111L<', :rncl forbearing 

to make auy cluim upon, ir John Ur.lmonl. Uould 

I feel an alicclion the mosL palcrnal for this poor 

sufforcr, aml not ahominalc her dcstro er? Uoultl 

J wish to dcfocr lo him, who had so l1ascly heir' JCd 

the molhc,·, the hel plcss and inuoc<>nt offspring-, 

,\ho, born iu so much sorrow, seemed intillc<l lo all 

the compassionate tenderness of pil). 
For many ) cars, the nilme aloue of that man, acci -

dentally spoken in lll) hcarin;;·, almo.t dim led me 

of my Christianity, and scarce could I forbear lo c_ e­

crate him. ). ,·t 1 sought not, neither did I desire, 

to deprirn him of his child, had he \ ilh an) ap­

pearance of co11trition, or, iud. d, of humanity, cn­

<lca, oured lo b cowo lc~s unwortl1y such a hies -

in~ ;-hut he is a stran~er lo all p:~rcnlal feeling;;, 

and h -;, with a saval),'c in cnsibilil_y, forborne lo <'ll­

<Jt1ire t!\ en i uto I he e isleuce of thii- sweet orphan, 

thu11glt the situation of his injured \\ifo wa:; hnl loo 

well known to him. 
)'. on "ish lo be acquainted with my intentions.­

I must ud,nowkd;;-c llicJ wne :;uch a. I now pcr-

1·ri,·e would uol he honoured with your J ml_yship'. 

approhalion; for though l have sometimes lhon~hl 

of pl'escnling E, clina to her father, and <lemamling 

the justice which is her due, Jet, at other times, I 
ha, o holh disdained and feared the application; 

disdaiurd lest il !-hould be refused; and feared, lest 

il should lie arcepled ! 
Lad~ Belmont, who was firmly persuaded of her 

approaching dis,-olulion, frequently and earnesllJ 

lw. ou~ht me, that if her infanl was a female, I would 

uot abandon her to the clirrction of a man so whollJ 

11111it to take t hr. charge of her education: 1ml, should 

,.,he he iJ1111orlunatdy demanded, thal I woul<l rl'tire 

with l1er abroad, and careful!) conceal l,<'I' from Sir 

John, till .. 01ne apparent change in his sentiments 

~nd collllucl shoultl announce him less improper for 
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such a trust. And oflcn would she sav, " Shoultl 
the poor babe have any feelings correspondent will, 
its moll1er's, it will ha,e uo want while under your 
protection." Alas! she had no sooner quitted it 
herself, than she was plunged inlo a gulph of mi­
sery, that swallowed up her peace, reputation, and 
life. 

During the childhood of Evelina, I suggei:ted a 
tl1ousand plans for the security of her-birlhright;­
but I as oflentimes rejected them. 1 was in a per­
petual conflict, between the desire that she should 
have justice done her, and the apprehension that, 
while I improved her fortune, I .should endanger her 
mind. However, as her character began lo bv 
formed, and her disposition to be displayed, my 
perplexity abated; the road before mo seemed lc~s 
thorny and intricate, and I thou~ht I could percehe 
the right path from the wrong: for when 1 observed 
the artless opemwss, the ing;enuous simplicity of her 
nature ; when I saw that her guileless and innocent 
soul fancied all the world lo be pure and disinte­
rested as herself, and that l1er heart was open to 
every impression with which love, pity, Ol" art might 
assail it ;-then did I flatter myself, that to follow 
my own inclination, and to secure her welfare, was 
the same tJ1ing; since, to expose her to the snares 
and dangers inevitably encircling a l1onse of which 
the master is dissipated ancl unprincipled, without 
the guidance of a mother, or any prudent and sensi­
ble female, seemed to me no less than suffering her 
to stumble into some dreadful pit, when the sun it 
in its meridian. 1\fy plan, therefore, was not mere­
ly to educate aud to cherish her as my own, but to 
adopt l1er the heiress of my small fortune, and to 
bestow her upon some worthy man, with whom sl1e 
mighL spend her days in tranquillity, cheerfulness, 
and good-humour, uulainted by vice, follv, or am, 
'1ilion. " 
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So much for tl1e time past. Such hrn·e Leen the 
moti,·es hJ which I ha,e been gowrned ; and I 
liopc theJ "ill he allowed not merely to account 
for, but also to juslif_y, the conduct which has re­
sul d from them. It now remains to speak of the 
time lo come. 

And here, inrlcecl, I am seui,;ible of difficullies 
·hieh I almo:.l de pair of surmounting according lo 

my wiJ1cs. l pay Lhc hig;licsl clefcrcnce to JOUr 

LadJ hip'· opinion," hich it is e, lremcl) painful lo 

me uol to cm1cm· "ith ;-yel I am so "ell ac­
<1nainted "ith JOUr g;ooclue. s, thal I presume lo 
)101w it \\ould not be ah olutcly impo.sible for me 
lo offer ~ll('h arg,.imcnts as might lead JOU to think 
"ith me, that this )Ouug creature's cliance of hap­
piness seems lci-s doubtful in retirement, than it 
, onlcl he in the g-ay and dh;sipaled world. }Jut 
why should I perplex your Lael.) hip with reasoning 
thnt ean tum to ~o little account? for, alas! what 
argumcn(,;, what persua ions can I make use of, 
rith any prospect of success, lo such a woman as 
ladame Durnl? Her character, and the ,·iolence 

of her cli position, intimidate me from making the 
attempt : ·he is too ignorant for in ·tructiou, too 
obstinate for inu·caly, and loo weak for r ·on. 

I will not, tl1crcforc, enter i11t.o a contest from 
which I have nothing to expect hut allercation and 
impertinence. s ~oon would I discu s the effect 
of sound with the deaf, or the w1.turc.of colour~ with 
the bliud, as aim at illuminating with conviction 
a mind ~o warp d by prejudice, so much the slave 
of unruly and illiberal pa ·ions. nu~cd as she is to 
control, persna ion would hut J1ardeu, and opposi­
tion incen~c her. I yield, therefore, to the necesjty 
"hich compels my reluctant acquiescence; and 
. hall uow turn all my thought· upon considering of 
,uch method· for the eouductiug- this culeq,l'izc, ail 

JI 3 
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may be most conducive to tlie happiness of my 
c]1ild, and least liable to wound her sensibility. 

The law-suit, therefore, I wholly and absolnte]y 
disapprove. 

,vrn you, my dear Madam, forgive the freedom of 
an old man, if I own myself greatly surprised, that 
you could, even for a moment, listen to a plan so 
violent, so public, so totally repugnant lo all female 
delicacy? I am satisfied your Ladyship l1as not 
weighed this project. Tl1ere was a time, indeed, 
when to assert the iunocence of Lady Belmont, and 
to blazon to the world the wrongs, not guilt, by 
which she suffered, I proposed, nay attempted, a si­
milar plan: but tl1en aU assistance and encourage­
ment was denied. How cruel to the rnmemhrance 
I bear of her woes is this tardy resentment of Ma­
dame Duval! She was deaf to the voice of Nature, 
though she has hearkened to that of Ambilion. 

Never can I consent to have this dear and timid 
girl brought forward to the notice of tlie world by 
imch a metl1od; a method which will subject her to 
all the impertinence of curiosity, the sneers of con­
jecture, and the slings of ridicule. And for w]iat? 
-the attainment of wealth which she does not want, 
and the gratification of vanity which s11e does not 
feel. A cl1ild to appear against a father !-no, Ma­
dam, old and infirm as I am, 1 would even yet sooner 
convey l1er myself to some remote part of the world, 
though I '"ere sure of dJing in the expedition. 

Far different had hecn the motives which would 
have stimulated her unhappy mother to such a 
proceeding; a1l her felicity in this world was irre­
trievably lost; her life was become a burll1en lo 
her; and ]Jf~r fair fame, which she had early been 
taught to pri7e aboYe all other things, had recei,ed 
a mortal wound : therefore, to clear her own l1onour 
and to secure from blemish the birth of he,· child, 
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wa5 all the good which fortune harl reserved herself 
the power of bestowing. BuL even this last con-
1olation was withheld from her ! 

Let milder measure!- be adopted: and-since it 
must be so-let application be made to Sir John 
Belmont: but as to a la,\-suit, I hope, upon this 
subject, never more to hear it mentioned. 

·with .Madame Duval, :ill pleas of delicacy would 
be ineffectual ; he1· scheme mu t he opposed by ar­
g-uments betler suited lo her understanding. I will 
not, therefore, t,'llk of its imp1·opricty, but endeavour 
to prove its inutility. Ha"e the goodness, then, to 
tell her, that her own intentions would be frustrated 
by her plan ; since should the lawsuit be com­
menced, and even should the cause be gained, Sir 
John Belmont would still have it in his power, and, 
if irritated, no doubt in l1is inclination, to cut off 
her grand-daughter with a shilling. 

She cannol do belter herself than to remain quiet 
and inacthe in the affair: the long and mutual ani­
mosity between her and Sir John will make her in­
terference merely productive of debates and ill-will. 
Neitl1er would I haYe Evelina appear till summoned. 
And as to myself, I must wl10lly decline acting: 
though I will, with nnwearied zeal, evolc all my 
thoughts lo giving counsel: but, in truth, I have 
neither inclination uor spirits adequate to eugagin~ 
personally with this man. 

:My opinion is, that he would pay more respect to 

a letter from your Ladyship upon this subject, than 
from any olher person. I, therefore, advise and 
hope, that you will yourself t~ke the trouble of 
writing to him, in order to open the affair. "\Vl1en 
he shall he inclined to see Evelina, I have for hi1n 

a posthumous lcltcr, which his much injm·ed lady 
left to he pre ented lo him, if evci· such a meeting 
thoul<l Lake place. 

The ,iew11 of Lhe Brang-hlons, in 1mgge1,lini thl1 
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scheme, are ob,·iously iulerc~ted. They hope, by 
ecuring- to Evelina the fortune of her father, to in­

duce Madame Duval Lo sellle her own upon thcru­
aelvei-. In Lhis, however, lhey would probably be 
mistaken; for lilllc minds barn ever a propen. ity 
to be low their wealth upon those who aro already 
in affiuencc; and, therefore, the less her grand-child 
requires her assisl.anco, I.ho more gladly she will 
ii,e it. 

I hine but one thing more to add, from ''"hich, 
however, I l'an h) no means recede: my word so 
liolemnly gi, en lo Lad) Belrnonl, that her child 
should ne, er he owned but with herself, must be 
im iolahly adhered to. 

I am, clear l\Iadam, "ilh great respect, 
Your Lad_yship's most obcdic11t errnnl, 

ARTHUR VrLLARS. 

LE'ITER ~-XL". 
11:rt. VILLARS TO I::VJiLl~A. 

[Bel'r!J•Hill, Ma!!~-
How ~inccrely do I sympathise in the une-asincss 

and concern which mv helo,cd EYclina has so much 
reason lo feel! The· cruel scheme in ao-itation is 
equally repugnant to my judgment and my inclina­
tion ;-yet, to oppose it seems imp1·:teticablc. To 
follow the dictates ofmy own heart, I should imlant­
ly rocal JOU to Jn) sell~ and lie\ er more consent to 
your being separated from me; hut the unnuers and 
opinion of the world demand a differenl conduct. 
Hope, howeyer, for the hcsl, a1H.l. be satisfied you 
shall meet with no iuclig-nity; if JOU are not re­
ceived inlo your own family as JOU ought lo be, and 
with the distinction that is your due, ,ou shall Jeaye 
it for eyer; and, once again restored° to my protec­
tion, secure your own tranquilliLJ, and make, as you 
J&ave Jutberto dune, all the happinosi,, of my lifo I 
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EVELI:S-.\ TO THE REV, )lR, YILLARS, 

[lioicard Grove, May 6. 

'fuE die is Lhrown, and I allend thee, enl in trem­

l>lino- ! Lady Howard has written lo Paris, and sent 

he1· letter lo Lown, to he forwarded in the ambassa­

dor's p,tckel; and in less than a fortnight, therefore, 

she C"-pecls an answer. 0, Sir, with what an-..:ious 

impatience shall I wail ils arrival! upon it seem!i lo 

<lepcn<l the fate of my future life. :\Iy soliciludc is 

so great,, and my suspense so painful, thal I cannot 

rest a moment in ½>eace, or Lum my lhoughls inlo 

an v other channel. 
·oeepl) interested as I now am in Lhc c,enl, mosl 

sincerely do I regrcl thal the plan was cwr pro­

posed. Methinks it camwt end to my satbfaclion: 

for either I must be lorn from the arms of mY more 

than falhcr,-or 1 must ha, c the misery o( being; 

finally com iuced, thal I am cruelly rejected uy him 

who has Lhc natural claim to Lhal dear Li Lie; a title, 

which lo write, mention, or think of, fills my "hole 

soul wilh filial Lcmlerness. 
The subjccl is discussed here eternally. Captain 

l\lirvan and .\la.dame Durnl, as usual, <1narrel ,,hcn­

ever il is slarlctl: I am so wholly engrossrcl by 

my own rcllcctions, thal I cannot even listen lo 

them. J\1) ima~inalion changes the scene perpe­

tually; one moment, I am cmhraced hy a kind and 

relenting parent, who takes me to Lhal hearl from 

which l haye hitherto been banished, and supplicates 

through me peace and forgiYeness from the ashes 

of my mother !-at another he regards me with 

<lelcstalion, considers me as the living image of an 

injured saint, and repulses me with horror! -But I 

will not affiict you with the melancholy vhantasm~ 

t.1f my hrain; I will eu<leavour to compo e my mind. 
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to a more tranquil slate, and forbear lo write again 
till I have, in some measure, succeeded. 

May Heaven bless )OU, my dearest Sir! and long, 
long may it continue )OU on earth, to bless 

Your grateful 
EvELnu. 

LET'TER XXXI. 
LADY HOWARD TO SIR JOHN BELJIONT, BAR'l', 

Sir, [ Howard Gl'ove, May 5. 
You will, doubtless, be surprised at receiving a 

letter from one ,,ho had for so short a period the 
honour of )Our acquaintance, and that at so great a 
distance of time; but the motive which has induced 
me to take this liberty is of so delicate a nature, 
that were I to commence making apologies for my 
officiousne:,s, I fear my letter would be too long for 
your patienc':'. 

You hai·e, probably, already conjectured the 
subject upou which I mean to treat. My regard 
for 1 lr. Evel) n, and his amiable daughter, was 
well known to ) ou: nor can I ever C'ease to be in­
terested in whatever Lelongs to their memory or 
family. 

I musl own mpelf somewhat distressed in what 
manner to introduce the purport of my writing; yet 
as I think that, in affairs of this kind, frankness is 
the first reqnisile to a good understanding between 
t11e parties concerned, I wilJ neither torment you 
nor myself with punctilious ceremonies, but pro­
ceed instantly and openly to the business which oc­
casions my giving you this trouble. 

I presume, Sir, it would be superfluous to Lcll yon, 
tlmt your child resides still in Dorselshirc, au<l i:1 
,till under the protection of the Reverend Mr. 'VH-
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lnfll, in wl1osc house she was liorn : for, though no 
enquiries concerning her ha,·e reacl1ed his ears, or 

mine, I can never suppose it possible JOU ha,·e for­
borne to make them. ll only remaius, therefore, to 

tell you, tl1at _your daughter is now grown up ; that 
11l1e has been educated with the utmost care, and the 
utmost success; and tl1at she is now a most deserv­

ing, accomplished, and amiable JOtmg woman. 
Whatever may be your view for J1er future desti­

nation in life, it seems lime lo declare it. She is 
greatly admired, aud, I doubt not, will be Yery much 

sought afier: it is proper, therefore, that her future 
expectations, and your pleasure concerning her, 

should be made known. 
Belie,·e me, Sir, she merits your utmost attention 

and regard. You could not see and know Ler, and 
i·emaiu unmm·ed by those sensations of affection 
which belong to so near and lender a relationship. 

She is tlie lovely resemblance of her Jm,ely mother; 

-pardon, Sir, the liberty I take in mentioning tl1at 
unfo11unate lady; hut I think ii hehovcs me, npori 
this occasion, to shew the esteem I felt for l1er: al­

low me, therefore, to say, and be not offended at my 
freedom, that the memory of thal ex.ccllent lady has 
bul too long remained under the aspersions of ca­
lumny; surely it is time to , ·indicate her fame!­

and how can that be done in a manner more eligible, 
more grateful to her friends, or more honourable to 
youri-elf, than hy opimly receiving as your child, 

the daughter of the late LadJ/ Belmont? 
'fl1c H' nerable man who !,as had the care of her 

edu!'ation, clesenes your warmest acknowledg­
mcnt ·, for the nnrcmittin~ p· in., he has taken, au<l 
allr11tion he has !'he" n, in the discliar~c of his trust. 
lndecrl i,.hc ha~ hePn pe<'nliarl~-forluu'atc in meeling 

·with Sll<'h 11 friend and g-uardian; a morP worthy 
man, or one whose c-liaractcr seems nearer to pn­
f,·r.tion, doe1-, uol exi,t. 
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Permit me lo assure you, Sir, sl1e will amply re­

pay whatever regard aud fa\ our JOU may hereafter 
sbew her, by the comforl and happiness you cannot 
fail to find in her affoction and dutv. To be owned 
properly by JOU, is the first wish of her heart; and, I 
am sure, tbat lo merit JOUr approbation will be the 
first study of her life. 

I fear that JOU will think this address imperti­
nent; but I rest upon the g·oodness of my intention 
to plead my excuse. I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
1\1. HOWARD, 

LETTER XXXII. 
!:\'ELINA TO THE REV. l'tlR. VILLARS, 

[Howard Grove, Kent, May 10. 
Oun J10use J1as heen enlivened to-day by the ar­

ri, al of a London ,·isitor; and the necessity I have 
been under of concealing the uneasiness of my 
miud, has made me exert Ill) self so effectually, 
tJ1at l ernn L]1ink it is rcall y diminished; or, at least, 
my Lhoug11ts are not so totaHy, so ·very anxiously, 
occupied by one only subject as they lately were. 

I was strolling this morning with Miss 1\Iin·an, 
down a Jane about a mile from the gro,·e, when we 
beard the trampling of horses; and, fearing the 
narrowness of the passage, we were turning hastily 
back, but stopped upon hearing a voice call out, 
" Pray, Ladies, don't be frigJ1tened, for I will walk 
my horse." We turned again, and then aw Sir 
Clement \Villoughby. He dismounted; and ap­
proaching us with the reins in his hand, presently 
recollected us. " Good Heaven, " cried he, with 
liis usual quickness, " do I see Miss Anville ?-aud 
you too, Miss i\lirvan ?" 
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He immediately ordered his sc1Ta11l lo lake cl1arge 

of his horse; and then, advanciJJg lo us, look a hand 
of each, ,\hich he pressed to his lips, a11d said a 
thousand fine things concerning his good forlune, 
our improved looks, and Lhe charms of the country, 
when inhahiled hy such rural deities. " The town, 
Ladies, has languished since JOUr ahsence;-or, at 

least, I ham so much languished lllJself, as to be 
absolnt,,ly insensible to all it had Lo offer. One re­
frci-hing breeze, such as I now enjoJ, awakens me 
lo new vigour, life, and spirit. .Hut 1 never before 
had Lhe good luck to see the country in such per­
fection." 

" Has not almost every Lo<ly tell Lown, Sir?" said 
Miss Mir-mu. 

" I am ashamed lo answer JOU, l\Iadam-Lut in­
deed it is as full as e, er, and will continue so till 
afler Lhe birth-day. Howe, er, JOU Ladies were so 
litLle seeu, thal there are but few who know ,\hat it 
lias lost. For my own part I fell it too sensibl), 
lo he able lo endure Lhe place any longer." 

" Is there any body remaining there, Lhat we 
were acquainted with?" cried I. 

" 0 )CS, l\la.'am." And then he named two or 
three perso11s we hMe seen when wilh him; hut he 
<lid not mculion Lord Orville, and I \\ould not ask 
him, ksl he should think me curious. Perhaps, if 
he slaJs here some Lime, he may speak of him by 
:lccideut. 

He was proceeding in this complimentary stJ1e, 
,, hen we were met by the Captain ; "ho 110 sooner 
percei,ed Sir Clement, lhan he hastened up lo him, 
g-ave him a. hearty shake of the hand, a cordial slap 
on the back, and some other equal!) gentle tokens 
of satisfaction, assuring him of his great joy at his 
visit, and declaring he was as glad to sec him as if 
lte had beeu a me11seuger who brought new» tbat • 
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Frrneh ship was sunk. ._'ir Clcmcnl, on the c,lhcr 
side, expressed himself with e<1nal warmth; ancl pro­
tested he had hecu so o:l!?;er to pay his r<'spocls to 
Captain . fin an, th: L he l1ad lefl Lo1Hlon in its full 
lustre, and a thousand en~; o-c1111·nts unanswered, 
mcrp)~ to gi, e hi111self that pleasure. 

"\Ve slwll have rare sport,'' sai,l ll1c Captain; 
"for, do ~·on ],now, tho old Freuch-woma11 is amon~ 
us? 'Fore Gcorg,', I h-tvo scarec made any u ·c of 
her :yet, hy re: son I h·nc had uobody \\ilh me that 
could cn,ioy a j kc : ho" some,·cr, it shall go hard 
but we'll ha, e some di\l•rsion now." 

Sir Clement Ycry much appro\'ccl of the prnposal; 
and we then went into the I ouse, , l1erc he liad a 
very ~Ta, e reception from Z\lrs. , fin·an, who is by 
no mf'aus pleased with his, isil, and a look of much 
di~coutcnl from l\fadamc· DuYal, who said lo rnc iu 
a low , oil'P, " l 'd as soon l1a\'c seen Old ick as 
that man, for he's lhc mosl irnpertinentesl person in 
the world, autl i 11·1 nf'H'r of un side." 

Tlic C· plain is now actnally·oceupied in contri,­
ing- some scheme, wl1ich he says, is to 71/ay the oltl 
Dou·age1· c?lf; aucl so eag·cr all(! deli!('htcd is he al the 
idea, that Ju~ cau SC'arccly restrain his raptures 
sufficicnlly to conceal his design m·en from herself. 
J wish, howcH:r, since I do not. dare pul Madame 
Dunl upon her guard, lhat Ire had the delicacy not to acquaint me with J1is intC'ntion. 

LE'I'TER X "XIII. 
EVELlX.\ L CO. ·r1.. ATIOX. 

[ilfay 13th. 
Tim Captain's operations arc hegun,- and I 

Lope ended; for, indeed, poor Madamo Du al has 
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already but too much reason Lo regret Sir Clement's 

"i~it to H<rnard (;nnc. 
Yesterda} morning, during hreakfast, as the Cap­

tain was rf'adini; tlw ncwsvap<'r, o..:'ir Clcmcnl sud­

denl)' hrggcd lo look at it, ;;a}ing, he wanted to know 

if tl.erc "as anY account of a lra11s,,clion, at "hich 

he had hccn p/cs nl the cHning before his journey 

hither, concerning a poor Frcntl1111an, "110 had got 

into a scrnpc which might cost him his life. 
The C: plain dnnan<le(l particulars; and lhen Sir 

Clemt'hl told a. ]c,ng slor~ of being with a pJrty of 

country f1 icnds at the Tower, and hearing a. man 

call oul for mercy in French; and that, when ho 

iuqnirc<l into the eausc of his distrc;;s, he wa 

informed that he ha<l hecn taJ.;cn up upon suspicion 

of trcasonaltle prn<'Lices against the gm ernment. 

"The poor frllow," conlinuc<l he, " no sooucr found 

that I spoke Frcn('h, than ]1c hcsou~ht me to hear 

him, protesting that he lud no e, ii designs; that he 

had heen hut a short time in Enµ;land, and only 

waited the return of a. lady from the country to quit 

iL for e,er." 
ladamc Dm al changed colour, an<l listt.:ncd ,,ith 

the utmo~l attention. 
ow thou~h I h~ no mcaus appro, c of so many 

foreig-ners continual\) tlu('king into our country," 

added he, :lddrcssin!;· liim:-elf lo the Captain, " yet 

I conltl not lwlp pil) ing the poor '\\retch, liccause 

he dill not know enough of English lo wake his de­

fence; ho"c,cr, l found it impossible lo assist him, 

for the mob ,onld nut suffo1· me lo interfere. Jn 

trnlh, I nm afraid lw was hut rough!) handle£\." 

",vhy, clid they <lurk him!" s11i<l the Captain. 

" 8onwthin~ of that sort,'' answered he. 
":o mu<·h 'the licllcr! so much the lJcltcr!" cried 

tlie Cavtain, " nn impudent French puppy! I'll bet 

;you what you will he was a rascal. 1 only i:.h 11 
his countr;ymcu were sen·cd the sam~." 
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"I wish you had been in his place, with all my soul!" c1·ied Madame Duval warmly;-" Lnt pray, Sir, didn't nobody know who this poor gentleman \\as?" 

• " \\ J1y I did hear his name," answered Sir Cle­ment, " hul I cannot recollect it." 
"It wasn't-it wasn't-Du .Bois?" stammered out Madame Duval. 
" TJ1c , cry name !" answered he: "yes, Du Bois, I rememhcr it now." 
Madame Durnl's cap fell from her hand, as site repeated, " Du Bois! Monsieur Du Bois, did you say?" 
" Du Bois ! why that's my friend," cried the Captain," that's ll!onseer Slippery, i'n't it?-\Vhy, he's plaguy fond of sousing work; howsomever, I'll be sworn they $'a, e him his fill of it." 
"Aud 1'11 Le sworn," cried Madame Duval, "that you're a - Lut 1 don't beliern nothing about it, so you needn't be so overjoyed, for I dare say it walll no more Monsieur Du Bois than I am." 
"I thought at the time," said Sir Clement, ,ery gravely, " lhal I had seen the gentleman before; and now I recollect, I think it was in company with 

JOU, Iadam." 
" With me, Sir?" cried Madame Durnl. 
" Say you so?" said the Captain; " why then it must be lie, as sure as you'rn alive !--\Veil, but, 

my good friend, what will they do with poor Mon­seer ?" 

" It is diflicult to say," answered Sir Clement very thoughtfully; " but I should suppose that if be Las not good friends to appear for him, he will be in a ,·ery unpleasant situation; for these arc serious sort of affairs." 
"\\'by, do you think tbc.fll hang l1im ?" de­uianded tJ1c Captain. 
Sir Clement shook his head, but made 11.0 answer. 
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fadame Duval coulJ no longer contain l1er agi­

tation ; she started from her chair, repealing, with 
a voice half-choaked, " Hang him !-tl1ey can't,­
they sha'n't-let them at their peril !-However, 
it's all false, and I won't believe a word of it; 
- hut I'll go to town this very moment, and 
see I. Du Bois myself;- I won't wait for no­
tl1ing." 

Mrs. l\Jirv:m begged her not to be alarmed; lmt 
she flew out of the room, aud up stairs iuto her own 
apartment. Lady Howard blamed both the gentle­
men for having been so abrupt, and followed her. 
I would haYc accompanied her, but tl1e Captain 
stopped me; and, having first laughed ,ery heartily, 
said he was going to read his commission to his 
ship's company. 

"Now, do _you see," said lie, " as lo Lady How­
ard, I sha'n'l pretend for to enlist her into my ser­
vice, and so I sliall e'en lea, e her to make it out as 
well as she can; but as lo all yon, I expect obedi­
ence and suhmii:sion to orders; J am now upon a 
hazardous expedition, having undertaken to con­
voy a cra1.y ,cssel to the shore of l\Iortification; so, 
d'ye see, if any of you have any thing to propose 
that will forward the enterprise,-why speak and 
welcome; hut if any of you, that are of my chosen 
crew, capitulate, or enter into any treaty with the 
enemy,-J shall look upon you as mutinying, and 
turn you adrifl." 

Ha·dng finished thi~ liarangne, whicl1 wa" inter­
larded with many expressious aud sea-phrases, tliat 
I cannot recollect, he gayc 8ir Clement a wink of 
intelligence, and lefl us to oursC'lws. 

Indeed, notwithstanding tl1e allrmpls I so fre­
qnrntly make of writing- i-omc of tlrn Captain's cou­
,·er.:,ation, I can only gi,·c _\Oil a faint idea of his 
language; for almost eyer.' otlwr word l,e utters is 
accompanied by an oath, "hich, I a~n i;ure, would he 
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as unpleasant for you to read, as for me lo write: 
and, besides, lie makes use of a thou1,,and sea-term,, 
which are to me quite unintelligible. 

Pvor Madame Duval sent Lo inquire al all pro­
bable places, whether she could he conrnyed lo 
town iu any stage-coach: hut the Captain's servant 
broi,::;-hl her for answer, that no Londou stage woultl 
pass near Howard Gro,c till to-day. She then sent 
lo order a chaise; hut was soon assured, that no 
horses coul<l l,c procured. She was so much in­
flamed by the~e disappoinlmenls, that she threatened 
to set out for town on foot; and it was with ditTicul­
ty that Lady llowiu·d dissuaded l1er from this mad ischcmc. 

'l'hc whole morning was filled up with these in­
quiries. But when we were all assembled to <li11ner, 
she en<lea,·om·cd lo appear perfectly unconcerned, 
and repeatedly protested that she g-arn not any 
credit to the rcporl, as far as iL regarded M. Dn 
]3ois, hci11;; ,cry certain that lie was nol lhc person in question. 

'l'hc Captain used the most provoking efforts to 
com·ince her that slie decci,ed herself; while 
Sir Clemeut, wilh more art, though not less malice, 
affected to be of lwr opinion: but, at the same time 
that he pretended to relieve her uneasiness, by say­
ing that he doubted not having mistaken the name, 
]1c look care lo cnlarg upon the danger to which 
the imlawwn gentleman was exposed, and e.· pressed 
great concem al his perilous situation. 

Dinner was hardly remo,·cd, when a letter was 
d"lh-ered Lo ::\Iadamc Durnl. 'l'hc moment she had 
read it, she hastily dcnrnnded from whom it came? 
" A country boy brought it,'' auswerccl the senant, " bul he ,,·ould not wait." 

" Run after him this instant!" cried she, " and 
be sure yon hring him back. l!Ion Dieu! quel ava,i­ture ! que fcrai-je ?" 
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"\ 'hat's tl1e matter? what's the maller?" said 

the Captain. 
" .\\ hy nothing-nothing's Lhc matter. 0 mon 

Dicu!'' 
And she rose, ancl walked about the room. 
"\\'hy, what,-has Jlfo11ste1· sent Lo JOU?" con­

tinued the Captain: " is that there lctlcr from 
him?" 

" • ·o,-iL i'n't :--besides, if it is, it's nothing to 
)OU.'' 

" 0 then, I'm sure it is! Pray 110w, Madame, 
clon't he so close: come tell us all ahout it,-what 
docs he say? How did he relish the horse-pond?­
which did he find best, sousing- single or double? 

'Fore George, 'twas plaguy unlucky JOU was not 
with him!" 

"Jl'· 110 such a thing, Sir," cried she, ~·cry 
a11grily; " and if you're so Ycry fond of a horse­
poll(l, I wish you'd put yourself into one, and not 
be ah ays a thinking about other people's hcing 
scrycd so." 

The man then came in.to acrpiaint her they could 
not o,ertakc the hoy. 'he ·culded Yiolcntly, and 
was in such \lCt'turbation, that Lady Howard inter­
fered, and hegged to know the cause of het· uneasi­
ness, ancl whether she could assist her? 

l\ladamc DnYal cast her eyes upon the Captain 
and Sir Clement, and said she should he glad to 
speak to her Ladyship, without so many witnesses. 

",Yell, then, liss Anvillc," said the Captain, 
turning lo me," clo you and .\lolly go into anolhcr 
room, and stay there till :Mrs. Dm·al has opened her 
mind lo us." 

" So you may think, Sir," cried slie, " but wlio's 
fool then? no, no, you needn't lrouhlc yourself 
to make a ninny of me neither, for I'm not so easily 
taken in, I'll as:mrc you." 
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Lady Howard then invited her into the dressing• 

room, and I was desired lo attend ber. 
As soon as we bad shut the door, "0 my Lady," 

exclaimed Madame Duval, " here's the most cruelest 
thing in the world has happened !-but that Captain 
is such a beast, I can't say nothing before him,­
but it's all true! poor M. Du Bois is looked up?" 

Lady Howard begged her to be comforted, saying 
that, as M. Du Bois was certainly innocent, there 
could be no doubt of his ability to clear himself. 

"To be sure, my Lady," answered she," I know 
he is innocent ; and to be sure they'll never be so 
wicked as to lmng him for nothing?" 

" Certainly not," replied Lady Howard; " you 
l1ave no reason to be uneasy. This is not a country 
where punishment is inflicted without proof." 

"Very true, my Lady: but the worst thing is 
this; I cannot bear that that fellow the Captain 
should know about it ; for if he does, I !lha'n't never 
hear the last of it ;-no more won't poor M. Du 
Bois." 

" \Vell, well," said Lady Howard, " sl1ow me 
the lelter, and [ will endeavour to advise you." 

The letter was then produced. It was signed by 
tl1c clerk of a country justice; wl10 acquainted her, 
that a prisoner, then upon trial for suspicion of 
treasonable practices against the government, was 
just upon the point of being committed to jail; but 
Jiaving declared tJmt he was known to her, this clerk 
J1ad been prevailed upon to write, in order to en­
quire if sl1e really could speak to the character and 
family of a Frenchman who called himself Pierre 
Du Bois. 

When I heard the letter, I was quite amazed at 
its success. So improbable did it seem, that a fo­
reigner sl1onlcl l1e taken before a country justice of 
peace, for a crime of so cla.ngeroua a nature, that • 
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cannot imagine how fadame Duva] could be 
alarmed, cyen for a moment. Bul, with all .bet 
violence of temper, I sec Lhatshe is easily frightened, 
and in fact, more cowardly than many who J1ave not 
half her spiril; and so liLtlc docs she reflect upon 
circumstances, or probabilily, Lhat she is continually 
the dupe ofhcr own-I ought nol to say ignorance, 
lmt ,et I can think of no olher word. 

I bcliern Lhat Lady Howard, from the beginning 
of the transaction, suspected some contrhance of 
tl1e Captain; and this letter, I am sure, must co11- · 
firm l1er suspicion : however, though she is not 
at all pleased wilh his frolic, Jet she would not 
hazard the consequence of disco·rnring his designs; 
l1er looks, her manner, and her character, made me 
draw this conclusion from her apparent perplexity; 
for not a word did she say that implied any doubt 
of the authenticity of the leUer. Indeed there seems 
to be a sort of tacit agrecmeIJt between her and 
Lhe Captain, that she should not appear to be ac-­
qnainlcd with l1is schemes; by which means she 
at once arnids quarrels, and supports her dignity. 

\Vhile she was considering what to propose, l\Ia­
damo Durnl begged to ham the use of her Lady­
ship's chariot, that she might go immediately lo Ll1a 
assistance of her friend. Lady Howard politely as­
sured her, that it should be extremely at l1er ser­
vice; and then Madame Duval besouo-ht her not to 
own to the Captain \\hat had happened, protesting 
tl1at she could not endure lie should know poor f. 
Du Ilois had met with so unfortunate an accident. 
Lady Howard could not lielp smiling, though sl1e 
readily promised not to i11fomi the Captain of the 
affair. As to me, she desired my allendance; which 
I was h) no means rejoiced at, as I was certain that 
she was going upon a fruitless enand. 

I was then commissioned to order the chariot. 
VOL. l, 
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At the foot of tl1e stairs I met the Captain, who 
was most impatiently waiting the result of the con­
ference. ln an instant we were joined by Sir Cle­
ment. A thousand inquiries were then made con­
cerning Madame Duval's opinion of the letter, and 
her intentions upon it: and when I would have left 
them, Sir Clement, pretending e<1ual eagerness with 
tl1e Captain, caught my hand aud repeatedly de­
tained me, lo ask some frivolous ,,ucstiou, to the 
answer of which he must be totally indifferent. At 
length, however, I broke from them; they retired 
into the parlour, and I executed my commission. 

The carriage was soon ready ; and Madame Du­
,al, ha-ving begged Lady Howard to say she was 
not welJ, stole softly down stairs, desiring me lo 
follow her. The chariot was ordered at the garden• 
door; and, when we were seated, she told the man, 
according to the clerk's directions, to drive lo l\lr. 
Justice Tyrcll's, asking, at tl1e same time, how 
many miles off he Ii ved ? 

I expected he would have answered that lie knew 
of no such person; but, to my great surprise, he 
said, " \Vhy 'Squire Tyrell Ii\ cs about nine miles 
beyon<l the park." 

" Drh e fast, then," cried she, " and JOU sha'n't 
lie no worse for it." 

During our ride, wl1ich was exti·emely tedious, 
she tormented herseJf with a thousand fears for .'.\1. 
Du Bois's safety; and piqued herself very much 
upon ha, ing escaped unseen hy the Captain, 11ot 
only that she a-voided his triumpl1, hut because she 
knew him to be so much 1. Du Bois's enemy, that 
she was sure he would prejudice the justice against 
him aud endea,·our to lake away his life. For my 
part, I was quite ashamed of being engaged in so ri­
diculous an affair, and could only think of tl1e ab­
surd ~ppearance we il.iould make upo.11 our aniul 
at . fr. Tyrell'~. 
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Wl1en we had been out near two l1ours, and ex­

pected e,ery moment 1o stop al the place of our 
destination, I obsen cd !hat Lady Howard's servant, 
"ho allended us 011 horseback, rode on forward till 
he was ouL of sight: and soon afier returning, came 
up to the chariot window, and deli\eriug a nole to 
Madame Dtn-al, said lie had met a boy wl10 was just 
coming with it to Howard Gro,c, from the clerk of 
Mr. 'l'yrell. 

·while she was reading it, he rode round to the 
oilier "indow, and, making a sign for secrecy, put 
inlo my hand a slip of paper, on which was wTilten, 
" ,, l,ate, er happens, he not alarmed-for you are 
safe- though you endanger all mankind!" 

I readily imagined that Sir Clement must be the 
author of tl1is note, "l1icl1 prepared me lo expect 
some disagrccahle ad,cnture : hut I J1acl no time Lo 
ponder upon it; for Madame Du,·al had no sooner 
read her °'"1 letter, Llian, in an angry tone of,oice, 
she e,claimcd, " \\ hy, now, what a thing is !his! 
her<' we're come all this way for nolhiug !" 

She then gaye me the note; which informed l1er, 
that she need not trouble J1erself to go to Mr. 
T) rell's, as the prisoner Jiad J1ad the address to es • 
cape. I congratulated her upon this fortunate inci­
dent; but she was so much concerned at ha,ing 
rode so far in , ain, that she seemed less pleased 
than pro,oked. Iloweyer, she ordered Ll1e man to 
make what haste ]1c could l10me, as she hoped, at 
least, lo return before the Ca.plain should suspect 
what hacl passed. 

The carriage turned about; and we journeyed so 
quietly fo1· near au 110\lr, that 1 hegan lo flatler my­
self we should he suffered to proceed to Howard 
Gnne without further molestation, wheu, suddenly, 
the footman called out, " John, are w.e going; 
righL?" 



EVELINA 

"Why, I a'n't sure," said the coachman," hut 
l'am afraid we turned wrong." 

" What do you mean by that, sirrah ?" said .Ma­
dame Duval:" why, if you lose your way, we shall 
be all in the dark." 

" I think we should turn to the left," said the 
footman. 

"To the left!" answered the other; "No, no, 
I'm partly sure we should turn to the right." 

" You had lietter make some inquiry," said I. 
"Ma fi1i," cried l\Jadame Duval, we're in a 

fine hole here !-they neither of them know no 
more than the post. However, I'll tell my Lady 
as sure as you're born, so you'd better find the way." 

" Let's try this lane," said the footmD.n. 
" o," said the coachman; "that's the road to 

Canterbury; we had best go straight on." 
" Why, that's the direct Loudon road," return­

ed the footman, " and will lead us twenlJ mile& 
about." 

" Pardi," cried Madame Duval; " why, they 
won't go one way nor t'other ! and now we're come 
all this jaunt for nothing, I suppose we shan't get 
home to-nigl1t !" 

" Let's go back to the public-house," said the 
footman, " and ask for a guide." 

" No, no," said the other, " if we stay here a 
few minutes, somebody or other will pass by; and 
the horses are almost knocked up already." 

"Well, I protest," cried Madame Duval," I'd 
gi vc a guinea to see them sots both horse-whipped! 
As sure as I'm alive they're drunk! Ten to one bul 
they'll overturn us 1,ext !" 

After much debating, they at length agreed to go 
on till we came to some inn, or met with a passenger 
who could direct as. We soon arrived at a farm­
house, and the f~otman alighted, and went into it. 

•t 
Ii 
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Jn 11. few minutes 110 returned, aud told us we 

might proceed, for lliat he had procured a direction : 
" Bul," added he, " it seems there are some thieves 
hereabouts; and so the best way will be for you to 
le:n-e your v. atchcs and purses with the farmer, who 
I lrnow lery v.ell, and who is an honest man, and 
a tenant of my Lady's." 

"Thiews !" cried l\Iadame Duval, looking aghast; 
" tlie Lord help us !-I've no doubt but we shall 
be all murdered !" 

The farmer came up to us, and we gave him all we 
were worth, and the servants followed our example. 
"-'c then proceeded; and l\fadame Dmal's anger 
so entir<'h subsided, that, in the mildest manner im­
aginable, ;lie intrcaled them to make haste, and pro­
mised to tell their Lady how diligent and obliging 
they had been. Sl1e perpetually stopped them, to 
ask if tl1cy apprehended any dauger; aud was at 
length so much o,crpowered by her fears, that she 
made the footman fasten his horse to the back of the 
carriage, and then come and seat himself within it. 
MJ endeavours to encourage her were fruitless: she 
sat in the middle, l1eld the man by the arm, aud 
protested that if he did but sa, e her life, she would 
make his fortune. Her uneasiness gaye me much 
concern, and it was with the utmost difiiculty I for­
bore to acquaint her that she was imposed upon ; 
but the mutual fear of tl,e Captain's resentment to 
me, and of her own to him, neither of which would 
ha, e any moderation, deterred me. As to the foot­
man, he was e,·idenlly in torture from restraining 
his laughter; aud I obsencd that he was frequently 
'lbliged to make most horrid grimaces, from pre­
tended fear, in order to conceal his risibility. 

Very soon after, " The robbers are coming!" 
cried the coachman. 

Tl1e footman opened the doer and jumped out of 
the chariot. 
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Madame Duval gaye a loud scream. 
I could no longer preserve my silence. '' For 

Heaven's sake, my dear fadam," said I, " don't be 
alarmed,-you are in no danger,-yQu are quite 
safe,-there is nothing but--" 

Here the chariot was stopped by two men in 
masks ; who at each side put in their hands as if 
for our purses. Madame Duval sunk to the bottom 
of the chariot, and implored their mercy. I shrieked 
involuntarily, although prepared for the attack: one 
of them held me fast, while the other tore poor Ma­
dame Duval out of the carriage, in spite of her cries, 
tlireats, and resistance. 

I was really frightened, and trembled exceed­
ingly. "l\Iy angel!" cried the man who held me, 
" you cannot surely be alarmed,-do you not know 
me ?-I shall J10ld myself in eternal abhorrence, if 
l haye really terrified you." 

" Indeed, Sir Clement, you have," cried I:­
" but, for Heaven's sake, where is Madame Duval~ 
-why is she forced away?" 

" She is perfectly safe ; the Captain has her in 
charge : but suffer me now, my adored Miss Anville, 
to take the only opportunity that is allowed me, to 
speak upon another, a much dearer, much sweeter 
subject." 

And then he hastily came into the chariot, and 
seated himself next to me. ] would fain have dis­
engaged myself from him, but he would not let 
me: "Deny me not, most charming of women," 
cried he, " deny me not this only moment that is 
lent me, to pour forth my soul into your gentle ears, 
-to tell you how much J suffer from your absence, 
-how much I dread your displcasure,-and how 
cruelly I am affected by your coldness!" 

"0, Sir, this is no time for such language;....; 
pray leave me, pray go to the relief of Madame Du­
val,-! cannot bear that she should be treated with 
iPrnh indignity." 
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" Aud will you,-can you command my absence? 

-When may I speak to you, if not now?-Does 
the Captain suffer me to breathe a moment out of 
l1is sight ?-and are not a thousand impertinent 
people for e·rnr al your elbow?" 

" Indeed, Sir Clement., you must change your 
~t) le, or I will not hear you. Theimpertinentpwple 
you mean are among my best friends; and you would 
not, if JOU really wished me well, speak of lhcm so 
disrespectfully." 

" \\ ish JOU well !-0, l\Iiss Andlle, point but 
out lo me how, in what manner, I may com·ince 
you of the fervour of my passion ;-tell me but 
what services you will accept from me,-and JOU 

shall find my life, my fortune, my whole soul at 
,·our devotion." 
~ " I want nothing, Sir, that you can offer ;-I beg 
you not lo talk to me so-so strangely. Pray leave 
me; and pray assure yourself, you cannot take any 
method so successless to show any regard for me, 
as entering into schemes so frightful to Madame 
Duval, ancl so disagreeable to myself." 

"The cheme was the Captain's: I even oppos• 
ed it: though, I own, I could not refuse IDJself the 
so long-wished-for happiness of speaking to you 
once more, without so mauy of-your ji·iends to 
watch me. And I had flattered myself, that the 
note I charged the footman to ghe you, would have 
pre,entecl the alarm JOU have received." 

"Well,. ir, you ha,·e now, I hope, said enough; 
and, if JOU will nol go yourself to see for Iadamo 
Duval, al least suffer me Lo inquire what is become 
of her." 

" A1,d when may I speak to you again?" 
" o matter when,-1 don't know,-perhap11-'! 
" Perhaps what, my angel?" 
"Perhaps never, Sir,--ifyoutorment mo thus ... 
" Never! 0, Miss Auville, how cruel, how pierc-

1 
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11g Lo my soul is tl1at icy word !-Indeed I cannot 

endure such displeasure." 
" Tl•cn, Sir, you must not provoke it. Pray 

lea,·e me directly." 
" I will, Madam : but let me, at least, make a 

'merit of my obedience,-allow me to J1ope that 
)OU will, in future, l,e less averse to trusting your­
self for a few moments alone wilh me." 

I was surprised at lhe freedom of this request, 
hul, while I hesitated how lo answer it, the other 
mask came up lo the chariot-door, and, in a voice 
almost stiOed with laughter, said, " l'-ve done for 
Jier !-the old buck is safe ; bul we musl sheer off 
directly, or we shall be all aground." 

Sir Clement instantly left me, mounted his horse, 
and rode off. The Captain, having gh,en some di-
1·ections to the servants, followed him. 

I was both uneasy and impalienl to know Ll1e 
fate of Madame Durnl, and immediately got out of 
the cl1ariot Lo seek her. I desired the footman to 
show me which way she was gone; he pointed with 
J1is finger by way of answer, and I saw that he dar­
ed not trust bis voice to make any other. I walk-

, ed on a very quick pace, and soon, to my great con­
sternation, perceived the poor lady, seated upright 
in a ditch. I flew lo her with unfeigrred concern at 
l1er situation. She was sohbiug, nay, almost roar­
ing, and iu the utmost agony of rage and !error. 
As soon as she saw me, she rcrlouhled her cries; but 
her voice was so broken, I could not understand a 

• word she said. I was so much shocked, that it was 
with diHiculty I forbore exclaiming against the 
crnelly of the Captain for thus wantouly ill-treating 
her; and I could not forgive my:-elffor having pas­
iively suffered the deception. I used my utmost 
endeavours to comfort her, assuring her of our pre­
sent safety, and begging her to rise and return to 
•h chariot, • 
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Almost bursting with passion, she pointed to her 

feet, and wilh frightful violence she actually beat 
the ground with her hands. 

1 theu saw that her feet were tied together with a 
strong rope, which was fastened to the upper branch 
of a tree, even wilh a hedge which ran along ths 
ditch where she sat. I endeavoured to untie tlia 
knot; but soon found it was infinitely beyond my 
strength. 1 was, therefore, obliged to awly to the 
footman; but being very unwilling to add to his mirth 
by the sight of Madame Duval's situation, I desir­
ed him to lend me a knife: I returned with it, and 
cul the rope. Her feet were soon disentangled; and 
then, tl1ough with great difficulty, I assisted her to 
rise. But what was my astonishment, when, the 
moment she was up, she hit rue a violent slap on the 
face ! 1 retreated from her with precipitalion and 
dread; and she then loaded me with reproaches, 
which, though almost unintelligible, convinced me 
1hat she imagined I had voluntarily deserted her; 
but she seemed not to ha,·e the slightest suspicion 
that she had nol been attacked by real robbers. 

I was so much surprised and confounded at the 
blow, that, for some time, I suffered her to ra,·e 
without making any answer; but her extreme agi• 
tation, and real suffering, soon dispelled my anger, 
which all turned into compassion. I then told her, 
that I had been forcibly detained from following her, 
;md a~sured her ofmy real sorrow at her ill usage. 

She began lo be somewhat appeased; and I again 
intreated her to return to the carriage, or gi,c me 
leave to order that it should draw up to the place 
where we stood. She made no arnn\"er, till I told 
her, that the louger we remained stilJ, the gr<'ater 
would be the danger of our ride home. ,'truck with 
this hint, she suddenly, aud with hasty steps, mond 
forward. 

Her dress was in ~uch disorder, that I was quilt 
13 
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sorry to 1111.ve her figure exposed to the servants, 
who all of them, in imitation of their master, hold 
l1er in derision : however, the disgrace was una• 
voidable. 

The ditch, happily, was almost quite dry, or she 
must have suffered still more seriously; yet so for• 
lorn, so miserable a figure, I never before saw. Her 
head-dress had fallen off, l1er linen was torn, her 
negligee had not a pin left in it, her petticoats slu, 
was obliged to hold on, and her shoes were perpe• 
tually slipping off. She was covered with dirt, 
weeds, and filth, and her face was really horrible; 
for the pomatum and powder from her head, and 
the dust from the road, were quite pasted on her skin 
by her tears, wl1ich, with her rmtge, made so frightful 
a mixture, that she hardly looked human. 

The servants were ready to die with laughter the 
moment they saw her ; but not all my remonstran• 
ces could prevail upon her to get into the carriage, 
till she had most vehemently reproached them both 
for not rescuing her. The footman, fixing his eyes 
on the grnund, as if fearful of again trusting him• 
self lo look at her, protested that the robbers had 
vowed they would shoot him if he moved an inclt, 
and that one of them had stayed lo watch the cha• 
riot, while the other can·ied her off, adding, that 
the reason of theii- behadng so barbarously, was to 
reveni;e our having secured our purses. Notwilh• 
standing her anger, she gave immediate credit to 
what he said; and really imagined that her want of 
money had irritated the pretended robbers to treat 
11er with such cruelty. I determined, therefore, to 
be cal'Cfully upon my guard not to betray the im• 
position, which could now answer no other purpose, 
than occasioning an irreparable breach between her 
ancl the Captain. 

Just as we were seated in the cliariot, she disco­
t'ere<l. the loss which her head had iuslained, and 
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ealled out, " My God! what is become of my hair? 
-why, the villain has stole all my curls!" 

She then ordered the man to run and see if he 
could fmd any of them in the ditch. He went, and 
presently returning, produced a great quantity of 
l1air, in such a nasty condition, that I was amazed 
she would take it; and the man, as he delivered it 
to her, found it impossible lo keep his countenance; 
which she no sooner observed, than all l1er stormy 
passions were again raised. She flung the battered 
curls in his face, saying, " Sirrah, whaL do )OU grin 
for ! I wish you'd beeu served so yourself, and yo11 
wouldn't have found it no such joke: you are th@ 
impudenlest fellow ever I see; aud if I find you 
clare grin at me any more, I shall make no cere• 
mony of boxing your ears." 

Satisfied with the threat, the man hastily retired, 
and we drove on. 

Her anger now subsiding into grief, she began 
most sorrowfuUy to lament her case. " I believe," 
she cried, " never nobody was so unlucky as I am! 
and so l1ere, because I ha'n't had misfortunes enough 
already, that puppy has made me lose my curls!­
\Vhy, I cau'L see nobody without them :-only look 
at me,-1 was never so bad off in my life before. 
Pardi, if I'd know'd as much, I'd have brought two 
or three sets with me : but l'd never a thought of 
such a thing as this." 

Finding her uow somewhat pacified, I ventured 
to ask an account of her adventure, which I will 
endeavour to write in her own words. 

"Why, child, all this misfortune comes of that 
puppy's making us leave our money behind us; for, 
as soon as the robber see l did not put nothing in hi1 
l1ands, he lugged me out of the chariot by main 
force, and I verily thought he'd have murdered me. 
He was as strong as a lion ; I was uo more in hia 
l1andli llian a Gbild. But I believe Rever uo]jody was 
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10 abused before ; for he dragged me down the roac1, 
pulling and hauling me all the way, as if I'd no more, 
feeling than a horse. I'm sure I wish I could see 
that man cut up and quartered alive! however, he'll 
come to the gallows, that's one good thing. So, u 
soon as we'd got out of sight of the chariot, though 
he needn't have been afraid, for if he'd beat me to a 
mummy, those cowardly fellows wouldn't have said 
nothing to it-So, when I was got there, what does 
he do, but all of a sudden he takes me by both the 
shoulders, and he gives me such a shake!--M,n 
Dieu ! I shall never forget it, if Ilive to be an hundred. 
I'm sure I dare say I'm out of joint all over. And, 
though I made as much noise as ever I could, he 
took no more notice of it than nothing at all ; but 
there he stood, shaking me in that manner, as if he 
was doing it for a wager. I'm determined, if it costa 
me all my fortune, I'll see that villain hanged. He 
shall be found out, -if there's e'er a justice in Eng• 
land. So when he had shook me till he was tired, 
and I felt all over like a jelly, without saying never 
a word, he takes and pops me into the ditch! I'm 
sure, I thought he'd have murdered me, as much u 
ever I thought any thing in my life; for he kept 
bumping me about, as ifhe thought nothing too had 
for me. However, I'm resolved I'll never leave my 
purse behind me again, the longest day I have to 
live. So when he couldn't stand over me no longer, 
he holds out his hands again for my money ; but he 
was as cunning as could be, for he wouldn't speak 
a word, because I shouldn't t1wear to his voice; 
however, that sha'n't save him, for I'll swear to him 
any day in the year, if I can but catch him. So, 
when I told him I had no money, he fell lo jerking 
me again, just as if he had but that moment begun! 
And, after that, he got me close by a tree, and out 
of his pocket he pulls a great cord !-It's a wonder 
I did not swoon away; for as sure u you're ali,-tt, 



181 
he W!lS going to 11ang me to that tree. I screamed 
like any thino- mad, and told him if he would but 
spare my life, I'd never prosecute him, nor tell 
nobody what he'd done to me: so he stood some 
time, quite in a brown study, a-thinking what he 
should do. And so, after that, he forced me to sit 
down in the ditch, and he tied my feet together, just 
as you see them ; and then, as if he had not done 
enough, he twitched off my cap, and, without saying 
nothing, got on his horse and left me in that con­
dition; thinking, I suppose, that I might lie there 
and perish." 

Though this narrative almost compelled me to 
laugh, yet I was really irritated with the Captain, 
for carrying his love of tormenting,-sport, he ca11s 
it,-to such barbarous and unjustifiable extremes. 
I consoled and soothed her, as well a I was able; 
and told her, that since M. Du Bois had escaped, J 
hoped, when she recovered from her fright, all 
would end well. 

" Fright, child!" repealed she, " why that's not 
half ;-I promise you, I wish it was ; but here I'm 
bruised from top to toe, and it's well if ever I have 
the right use of my limbs again. However, I'm 
glad the villain got nothing but his trouble for his 
pains. But here the worst is to come, for I can't 
go out, because I've got no curls, and so he'll bees­
caped before [ can gel to the justice to slop him. 
I'm resolved I'll tell Lady Howard how her man 
served me ; for if he hadn't made me fling 'cm 
away, I dare say 1 could have pinned them up well 
enough for the country." 

" Perhaps Lady Howard may be able to lend 
you a cap that will wear without them." 

" Lady Howard, indeed! why, do you think I'd 
wear one of her dowdies? 'o, I'll promise JOU, l 
sha'nt put on no such disguisemeut. It's the un­
l•ckiest thing in the world that I did no~ make the, 
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inan pick up llie curls again; but lie pul me in sncl1 a J)assion, I could not think of 11Qthing. I know I 
can't get none at Howard Grove for love nor mo­
ney ; for of all the slupid places ever I see, that Howard Gro,e is the worst; there's 11ever no get­ting nolhing one wants." 

This sort of comersation lasted Lill we arri,ed at 
our journey's e11d; and then a new distress occur­
red: Madame Duval was eager to speak to Lady 
Howard and Mrs. Mirvan, aud to relate her misfor­
tunes: but she could not endure that Sir Clement or Lhe Captain should see he1· in such disorder; for 
she said they were so ill-natured, that instead of pitying her, they would only make a jest of her 
disasters. She therefore sent me first into the house, 
to wait for an opportunity of Lheir being out of the way, tl1at she might steal up stairs unobserved. In this I succeeded, as the gentlemen thought it most 
prudent uot to seem watching for her; Lhougl1 LheJ both contrh·ed to divert themselves with peeping at her as she passed. 

SJie went immediately to-bed, where she had her supper. Lady Howard and l\Irs. Mirrnn both of them ,ery kindly sat with l1er, and listened to her tale with compassionate attention; while l\Iiss l\fir­,·an and I retired to our own room, where I wa1 
,:cry glad to end Lhe troubles of the day in a corn• fortahle conyersalion. 

TJ1e Captain's raptures, during supper, at tJ1e suc­
cess of his plan, were boundless. I spoke after­
wards lo Mrs. Minan with the openness which J1er kindness encourages, and begged her to remonstrate with him upon the cruelty of tormenting Madame Dm·al so causclessly. She promised to take the first oppm·tunity of starting the subject; hut said he was al present so much elated, that J1e would not listen to Jier wit11 any patience. However, should 

Jie make any new efforts to molest her, I can by JlCi 
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means consent Lo be passive. Had I imagined he 
would have been so violcnl, I would have risked 
his anger in her defence much sooner. 

SI,e lias kepl her bed all day, and declares she 
is almm,L brui~ed to death. 

Adieu, my dear Sir. ,\.hat a long letler have I 
wriLLen ! I could almosl fancy I scnl it you from 
London! 

LETTER ~'XXIV. 

EVELINA IN CONTINUATION. 

[Howard Grove, May 15. 

Tms insatiable Captain, ifleft to himself, would 
not, I beliern, rest, till he had tormented Madame 
Duval into a fever. He seems to have no delight 
but in Le,:rifying or provoking her; and all his 
thmio-hts apparently turn upon imenting such me­
thods as mav do it most effectually. 

She had· her breakfast ag·aiu in bed JCSterday 
morning; hut during ours, the Captain, with a very 
significant look al Sir Clement, gave us to under-
1,tand, Lhat he thought she had now rested long 
enough to bear the hardships of a fresh campaign. 

His meaning was ob, ious; and, Lhe1·cfore, I re­
sohed to enc1•:avonr immediately l • put a stop to 
his intended exploits. \Vhen breakfast was o,cr, I 
followed '1:rs . .Minan out of the parlour, and beg­
ged her to lose no time in pleading the cause of 
Madame Durnl with the Captain. "::\Iy lorn," an­
swered ~he, " I ha,·e already e po tulated with 
him; but all I can say is fruitless, while his fa­
vourill', Sir Clement, contrhes lo urge him on." 

"Th n I will go and spe k to ir Clement," said 
I, " for I know he will desist if I reque!il him." 

" Ha,c ~ care, my dear!" said she, smiling; 
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" it is sometimes dangerous to make requeata te 
men who are too desirous of receiving them." 

"Well then, my dear Madam, will you give me 
leave to speak myself to the Captain?" 

"Willingly; nay, l will accompany you to him." 
I thanked her, and we went to seek him. He 

was walking in tl1e garden with Sir Clement. Mrs. 
Mirvan most obligingly made an opening for my 
purpose, by saying, " Mr. Mirvan, I have brought 
a petitioner with me." 

"Why, what's the maller now?" cried lie. 
I was fearful of making him angry, and slam• 

mered very mucl1, when I told him, I hoped he had 
no new plan for alarming Madame Duval. 

" New plan!" cried he; "wby, you don't sup­
pose the old one would do again, do you? ot but 
what it was a very good one, only I doubt she 
wouldn't bite." 

" lndecd, Sir," said I, " she has already suffered 
too much; and I hope you will pardon me, if I 
take the liberty of teJling you, that I think it my 
duty to do all in my power to prevent her being 
again so much terrified." 

A sullen gloominess instantly clouded his face, 
and, turning short from me, he said, I might do as 
I pleased, but that I should much sooner repent 
than repair my officiousness. 

I was too much disconcerted at tl1itl rebuff to at• 
tempt making any answer; and finding that Sir 
Clement warmly espoused my cause, I walked away, 
and lefl them to discuss the point together. 

Mrs. Mir-rnn, "ho never speaks to the Captain 
wl1en he is out of humour, was glad to follow me, 
and with he1· usual sweetness made a thousand apo• 
logies for her husband's ill-manners. 

\\ hen I left J1er, I went to .Madame Duval, who 
was Just risen, and employed in examining the 
clothes 11he had on tl1e day of her ill-usage. 
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" Here's a 5ight !" cried she. " Come liere, 

ehild,-only look-Pardi, so long as I've lived, I 
never see so much before! Why, all my things are 
:spoilt; and, what's worse, my sacque was as good 
as new. Here's the second negligee I've had used 
in this manner !-I'm sure I was a fool to put it on 
in such a a lonesome place as this; however, if I 
stay here these ten years, I'll never put on another 
good gown, that I'm resolved." 

"Will you let the maid try if she can iron it out, 
or clean it, Ma'am ?" 

" No,she'll only make bad worse.-But look l1ere, 
now, here's a cloak! Mon Dieu ! why, it looks like 
a dish-clout! Of all the unluckinesses that ever I 
met, this is the worst! for, do you know, I bought 
it but the day before I left Paris ?-Besides, into 
the bargain, my cap's quite gone : where the vil­
lain twitched it, I don't know; but I never see no 
more of it from that time to this. Now you must 
know this was the becomingest cap I had in the 
world, for I've never another with pink ribbon in 
it; and to tell you the truth, if I hadn't thought to 
l1ave seen M. Du Bois, I'd 110 more have put it on 
than I'd have flown ; for as to what oue wears in 
such a stupid phce as this, it signifies 110 more than 
nothing at all." 

She then told me, that she had been thinking all 
. night of a contrivance to hinder the Captain from 
finding out her loss of curls; whicl1 was, haviug " 
large gauze handkerchief pinned over l1er lieacl as a 
hood, and saying she had the tooth-ach. 

" To tell you the truth," added she, " I belie,•fl 
tliat Captain is one of tlie worst men in the world; 
he's always making a joke of me; and as to his 
being a gentleman, he has no more _manners than 
a bear, for he's always upon the gnu when one's 
in distress; and, I declare, I'd rather be done 
any thini to than laughed at, for, to my mind~ 
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it's one or olher the disagreeablest thing in 'the 
world." 

Mrs. Mirvan, I found, had been e11deavouring to 
dissuade her from the design she had formed or 
having recourse to the law, in order to find out the 
supposed robbers; for she dreads a discovery or 
the Captain, during Madame Duval's stay at How­
ard Grove, as it could not fail being productive of 
infinite commotion. She has, therefore, taken 
great pains to show the inulility of applying to jus­
tice, unless she were more able to describe the of­
fenders against whom she would appear; aud has 
assured her, that as she neither heard their ,,oices, 
nor saw Llieir faces, she cannot possibly swear to 
their persons, or obtain any redress. 

Madame Duval, in telling me this, extremely la­
mented her hard fate, that she was thus prevented 
from revenging her injuries; which, however, she 
vowed she would not he persuaded to pocket tamely: 
" because," added she, " if such villains as these 
are Jet to have their own way, aud nobody takes no 
notice of their impudence, they'll make no more 
ado than nothing at all of tying people in ditches, 
and such things as that: however, I shaJl consult 
with M. Du Bois, as soo» as I can ferret out where 
he's hid himself. I'm sure I've a right to his advice, 
for it's all along of his gaping about at the Tower 
that I've met with these misfortunes." 

" M. Du Bois," said I, " will, I am sure, be 
very sorry when he hears what has happened." 

" And what good will thal do now ?-that won't 
unspoil all my clothes; I can tell him, I a'n't much 
c;>Miged to him, though it's no fault of his ;-yet it 
i'n't the lesi, provokinger for that. I'm sure, if he 
bad been there, to have seen me served in that 
manner, and put neck and heels into a dilch, he'd 
no more ha'\'e thought it was me than tlie Pope of 
&me. I'll promise you, wllatever you may think 
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er iL, I sha'n'L have no rest, night nor day, till I find 
out that rogue." 

" I have no doubt, Madam, but you will soon 
discover him." 

" Pm·di, if I do, I'll hang him as sure as fate!­
but what's the oddest, is, that he should take such a 
special spite against me, above all the rest! it was 
as much for nothing as could be; for I don't know 
what I had done, so particular bad, to be used in 
that manner: I'm sure, I hadn't given him no offence, 
as I know of, for I never see his face all the time; 
and as to screaming a liltle, I think it's ,ery hard if 
one musln'L do such a thing as that, when one's put 
in fear of one's life." 

During this conversation, she endeavoured to 
adjust her bead-dress, but couldn't at all please her­
self. Indeed, had I not been present, I should have 
thought it impossible fo1· a woman, at her time of 
life, to be so, ery difficult in regard to dress. What 
she may have in view, I cannol imagine; but the 
Jabour of the toilette seems the chief business of 
her life. 

When I le~ her, in my way down stairs I met 
Sir Clement; who, with great earnestness, said he 
must not he denied the honour of a moment's con­
versation wilh me; and then, without waiting for 
an answer, he led me to the garden; at the door 
of which, however, I absolutely insisted upon stop­
ping. 

He seemed very serious, and said, in a gra'Ve tone 
of voice, " AL length, Miss Anville, I flatter my­
self I h:.ne hil upon an expedient that will oblige 
you ; and therefore, though it is death to myself, I 
will put it in practice." 

l begged him to explain himself. 
"I saw )Our desire of saving fadame Duval, 

and scarce could I refrain giving the brutal Captain 
my real opinion of hiii savage conduct; but I am 
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unwilling to quarrel with him, lest I should be de­
nied entrance into a house which you inhabit; I 
have lleen endeavouring to prevail with him to give 
up his absurd new scheme, but I find him impene­
trable :-I have therefore determined, to make a 
pretence for suddenly leaving this place, dear as it 
is to me, and containing all I most admire and 
adore ;-and I will stay in town till the violence of 
this boobyish humour is abated." 

He stopped; but I was silent, for I knew not 
what I ought to say. He took my hand, which he 
pressed to his lips, saying, " And must I then, Miss 
Anville, must I quit you-sacrifice voluntarily my 
greatest felicity ;-and yet not be honoured with 
one word, on~ look of approbation?" 

I withdrew my hand, and said with a half laugh, 
"You know so well, Sir Clement, the value of the 
fayours yon confer, that it would be superfluous 
for me lo point it out." 

"Charming, charming girl! how does your wit, 
your understanding, rise upon me daily! and must 
I, can I part wilh you ?-will no other method--" 

" 0, Sir, do you so soon repent the gooa office 
you had planned for Madame Duval?" 

" For Madame Duval !-cruel creature, and will 
you not e·rnn suffer me to place to your account the 
sacrifice I am about to make?" 

"You must place it, Sir, to what account yon 
please ; but I am too much in haste now to stay hen, 
any longer." 

And then I would have left him; but he held me, 
and rather impatiently said, " Jf, then, I cannot be 
so happy as to oblige you, Miss Anville, you must 
11ot be surprised should I seek to oblige myself. If 
my scheme is not honoured with your approbation, 
for which alone it "-<'ls formed, why should I, to my 
own infinite dissatisfaction, pursue it?" 

\Ve were then, fN a few minutes, both silent· l . ' 
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·as really unwilling he hould gh e up a plan which 

would so effectually break into the Captaiu's de­

sii;-us, and, at the same time, save me the pain of 

disobliging him; and 1 should iuslanlly and thank­

fully ha,e accepted l1is offered civility, l1ad not 

Mrs. Minau's caution made me fearful. However, 

"·hen he pres ed me to speak, I said, in au ironical 

voice, " I had thought, Sir, that the very strong 

sense you have yourself of the favour you propose 

to me, would sufficiently ha,·e repaid you; but, as 

I was mistaken, I must thank you myself. And 

now," making a low court'sy, " 1 hope, Sir, you arc 

satisfied." 
" Lornliest of thy sex-" lie began; but I forced 

IDJSelffrom him, and ran up stairs. 
Soon after, l\Iiss l\Iirvan told me that Sir Clement 

l1ad just rccch·ed a letter, which olJliged him in­

stantly to lea,e the Grove, and that he had actually 

ordered a chaise. I then acquainted her with the 

real slate of Lile affair. Indeed, I conceal notl1ing 

from her; she is so gentle and sweet-tempered, that 

it gh-es me great pleasure to place an entire con­

fidence in her. 
Al dinuer, I must own, we all missed him; for 

though the flightiness of his behaviour to me, when 

we are by ourschcs, is ,cry distressing; )Cl, in 

Jarge companies, and general comersation, he i~ 

extremely enlcrlaiuinrr and agreeable. As lo the 

Captain, he has been so much cha~rined at hi de­

parture, that he has scarce spoken a word since ho 

went: hut l\Iadamc Dmal, who 11a<lc her first 

pu1lic appearance i-ince her accident, was quite in 

raptures that she cs('aped seeing him. 
The moncv which we left at the farm-house l1as 

beeu returnP.d to us. \Vhat pains the Captain must 

ham taken to arrauge and manage the ad,entures 

which he chose we should meet with! Yet he must 

,-crlainl y Le dii;co_vcred ; for • Iadame Duval is al• 
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ready very much perplexed, at having received a letter this m1>rning from M. Du Bois, in which he makes no mention of his imprisonment. However, she has so little suspicion, that she imputes his silence upon the subject, to his fears that the letter might be intercepted. 

Tot one opportunity could I meet with, while Sir Clement was here, lo enquirn after his friend Lord Orville: but I think it was strange he should never meulion l1im unasked. Indeed, I rather won• der that Mrs. Mirvan herself did not introduce the subject, for she always seemed particularly at­tenhve to him. 
And now, once more, all my thoughts involon­tarily turn upon the letter I so soon expect from Paris. This visit of Sir Clement has, however, somewhat diverted my fears ; and, therefore I am very glad he made it al this time. Adieu, 1111 dear Sir. 

LE'ITER XXXV. 
SIR JOH:S BEL::1!:ONT TO LADY HOWARD, 
l\Jadam, 

[ Paris, J.I.Iay 11. 
I HAVE this moment the honour of your Lady­ahip's letter, and I will not wait another, before I return an answer. 
It seldom happens that a man, though extolled as a saint, is really without blemish; or that another, though re\·iled as a devil, is really without huma-11ity. Perhaps the time is not very dist.aut, when I may have the honour lo convince your Ladyship of this truth, in regard to Mr. Villars and myself. 

As to the young lady, whom Mr. Villars so oblig­.ingly proposes presenting to me, I wi_sh her all the ba}>pineas to which, by your Ladyship's account, 1he 



EVELIN A 191 
seems entitled ; and if she has a tbird part of Lhe 
meril of her lo whom you compare her, I doubt not 
but Mr. Villars will be mo1'C successful in eyery 
olher application he may make for her advantage, 
than he can ever be in any with which he may be 
pleased lo favour me. 

I have the honour Lo be, ladam, 
Your Ladyship's most humble 

and most obedient servant, 
JOHN BELlllONT. 

LETTER XX XVI. 

~VELINA TO TUE REV. 111R, VILI: AR5, 

[Howard Grove, May 18. 

\V ELL, mv dear Sir, all is now over! the Jelle"!' 
so anxiously expected is at length arrived, and my 
doom is fixed. 'rl1e ·various feelings which oppresl' 
me, l ham not l nguagc lo de cribe; nor need 1,­
you know m,v heart, you have yourself formed it­
and its sensation<\ upon this occasion you may Lul 
too readily imagine, 

Outcast as I am, and rejected for ever by him lo 
whom I of right belong-shall I now implore your 
continued protection?-, o, no ;-I will nol oflend 
your generous heart, whirh, open Lo cfo,trcss, has no 
wish bnt lo relieYe it, with an ap1)lication that would 
seem Lo imply a doubt. I am more iaccure than 
eyer of your kindness, since you now know upon 
that i my sole depcndar,ce. 

I endeaYour lo bear this stroke with composure, 
and in such a manner as if I had alreadv received 
your couns l and consolalion. Y cl, al· time.-, my 
emotions arc almost too mueh for me. 0, Sir, what 
a lcllcr for a parent tu write! 1usl I nol mJsclf he 
deaf to lhe \;Oi;;e of ualure, if I 0011Id cfl<lurc to l11t 
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thus absolutely abandoned, witLout regret? [ dare 
not, en:n to you, nor would I, could I help it, to 
myself, acknowledge all that I think; fo1·, indeed, I 
l1a,·e s-omctimes sentimeuts upon this rejection, 
wl1ich my strougcst sense of duly can scarcely cor­
i-ect. Y el, sufler me to ask-might not this ani:wer 
haYe been softened ?-was it not enough to disclaim 
me for ernr, without treating me with contempt, 
and wouuding me with derision? 

But while l am thus thinking of myself, I forget 
how much more he is the object of sorrow than I 
am! Alas, what amends can he make l1imself for 
the anguish he is hoarding up for time to come! 
My heart bleeds for him, whenever this reflection occurs to me. 

\Vhat is said of you, my protector, my friend, 
my benefactor! I dare not trust myself to comment 
upon. Gracious Heaven! what a return for good­ness so unparalleled! 

I would fain endeavour to divert my thoughts 
from this suhject; but even that is not in m_y power; 
for, afflicting as this leller is to me, I find that it 
will not be allowed to conclude the affair, though it 
does aJl my expectations ; for Madame Duval has 
determined not to let it rest here. She heard the 
lcller in great wrath, and protested she would not 
be so easily answered ; she regretted her facility in 
liaving been prcniled upon to :yield the direction 
of this affair to those who knew not how to manage 
it, and rnwcd she would herself undertake and conduct it iu future. 

It is in vain that I ha,e pleaded against her reso­
lution, and besought l1er to forbear an attack where 
sl1e l1as nolhiug to expect but resentment ; especi­
ally as there seems to be a hinL, that Lady Howard 
will one day be more openly dealt with. She will 
not l1ea1· me: she is furioui!y bent upon a project 
wl1ich is terrible to think of ;-for oo.e means to g" 
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herself to Paris, take me with her, and t11ere, fact 
to face, demand ju lice! 

How to appease or to persuade her, I know not; 
but for the universe would I not be dragged, in 
such a manner, to an interview so awful, wilh a 
parent I have never yet beheld! 

Lady Howard and Mrs. Mirvan are both of thetn 
infinitely shocked at the present, ituation of affairs, 
and they seem to be even more kind to me than 
ever; and my dear Maria, wJ10 is tl1c friend of my 
heart, uses her utmost efforts to console me; and, 
when she fails in l1er design, with still greater kind­
ness she sympathises in my sorrow. 

I very much rejoice, however, that Sir Clement 
Willoughby had left us before this letter arrived. I 
am sure the general confusion of the house would 
otherwise have betrayed to him tJ1e wl10le of a tala 

• which I now, more than ever, wish to have buried 
in oblivion. ' 

Lady Howard thinks I ought not to disoblige 
Madame Duval, yet she acknowledges tJ1e impro­
p1·iet of my accompanying her abroad upon such 
an enterprise. Indeed, I would rather die than 
force myself into his presence. But so vehement 
is l\fadame Duval, that she would instantly have 
compelled me to attend her to town in her way to 
Paris, had not Lady Howard so far exerted herself, 
as to declare she could by no means consent to my 
quitting her house, till she gave me up to you, b.y 
whose permission I had entered it. 

he was e.·tremely angry at this denial; and the 
Captain, hy his sneers and raillery, so much in­
creased her rage, that she has positively declared, 
should your next letter dispute her authority to 
guide me hy her own pleasure, she will, without 
l1csilalion, make a journey to Berry Hill, and teach 
y1JU to knotQ who she i.s. 

TOL, L X 
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Should she put this threat in execution, nothing 'l1ii 
could give me greater uneasiness: for l1er violence .,n 
and volubility would almost distract you. !ai l 

Unable as I am to act for myself, or to judge d 

what conduct I ought to pursue, how grateful do I • 
feel myself, that I have such a guide and director 
to counsel and instruct me as yourself! IDl\ll! 

Adieu, my dearest Sir! Heaven, I trust, will rll 
never let me live to be repulsed and derided by Th 
you, to whom I may now sign myself, who1ly your ii: 

EVELINA. md 

LETI'ER XXXVII. 

MR, VILLARS TO EVELINA, 

[Berry Hill, May ~1. 
LET not my Evelina be depressed by a stroke of 

fortune for wl1ich sl1e is not responsible. No breach 
of duty on your part has incurred the unkindness 
which has been shown you; nor have you, by any 
act of imprudence, provoked either censure or re­
proach. Let me inlreat you, therefore, my dearest 
child, to support yourself with that courage which 
your innocency ought to inspire : and leL all the 
affliction you allow yourself be for him only who, 
not having that support, must one day be but too 
1everely sensible how much he wants it. 

The hint thrown out concerning myself is wholly 
unintelligible to me : my heart, I dare own, fully 
acquits me of vice ; but without blemish, I have 
never ventured lo pronounce myself. However, it 
seems his intention to be hereafter more e plicit; 
and then,-should any thing appear, that has Oil 

my part contributed to those misfortunes we lament, 
Jet me at leasl say, that the most partial of my 
friends cannot be so much astonished as I shall 
myself be al such a discovery. 
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Tho mention, also of any futute applications I 

may make, is equally beyond my comprehension. 
But I will not dwell upon a subject, which almost 
compels from me reflections that cannot but be 
woundiug to a lieart so formed for filial tender­
ness as my Evelina's. There is an air of mystery 
throughout the letter, the explanation of which I 
will await in silence. 

The scheme of Madame Duval is such as might 
be reasonably expected from a woman so little in­
ured to disappointment, and so totally incapable of 
considering the delicacy of your situation. Your 
averseness to her plan giTes me pleasure, for it 
exactly conesponds with my own. Why will she 
not make the journey she projects by herself? She 
would not have even the wisl1 of an opposition to 
encounter. And then, once more, might my child 
and myself be left to tl1e quiet enjoyment of tl1at 
peaceful happinc s, which she alone has interrupted. 
As to her coming hither, I could, indeed, dispense 
with such a visit; but, if she will not be satisfied 
with my refusal by letter, I must submit to the task 
of giving it her in person. 

My impatience for your return is increased by 
your account of Sir Clement Willoughby's visit to 
Howard Grove. I am but little surprised at the 
perseverance of his assiduities to interest you in ]1is 
favour; but I am very much hurt that you should 
Le exposed to addresses, which, by their 1il'ivacy, 
have an air that shocks me. You cannot, my love, 
be too circumspect ; the slightest carelessness on 
your part will be taken advantage of by a man of 
his disposition. It is not sufficient for you to be 
reserved : l1is conduct even calls for your resent­
ment; and should he again, as will doubtless be 
his endeavour, contrive to solicit your favour in pri­
nte, let your disdain and displeasure be so marked, 
a to constrnin a change ia his behaviour. Though, 
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indeed, should l1is visit be repeated wl1ile you re• 
main at the Grove, Lady Howard must pardon me 
if I shorten your's. 

Adieu, my child. You will always make my re­
spects to the hospitable family to which we are so 
much obliged. 

LEITER XXXYIII. 

MR, VILLARS TO LADY now ARD. 

Dem· Madam, [Berry Hill, May 27. 

I BELIEVE your Ladyship will not be surprised 
al hearing I have had a visit from l\Jadame Duval, 
as I doubt not her having made known her intention 
before she left Howard Grove. I would glad I y have 
excused myself this meeting, could I have avoided 
it decently; but, after so long a journey, it was not 
possible to refuse her admittance. 

She told me, that she came to Berry Hill, in con­
sequence of a letter I had sent to her grand-daugh .. 
ter, in which I had forbid her guing to Paris. 
Very roughly ·she then called me to account for 
the authority which I had assumed; and, had l been 
disposed to have argued with her, she would very 
angrily have disputed the right by which I used it. 
But l declined all debating. l therefore listened 
verJ quietly, till she had so much fatigued herself 

. with LaJking, that she was glad, in her turn, to be 
silent. And then, I begged to know the purport 
of her visit. 

She answered, that she came to make me relin­
quish the power I had usurped over her grand­
daughter; and assured me she would not quit the 
place till she succeeded. 

, But I will not trouble your Ladyship with the 
particulars of this disagreeable conversation ; n9r 
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hould I, bul on account of the result, haYe cl10sen 

so unpleasant a subject for )OUr perusal. How­
ever, 1 will be as concise as I possibly can, that 
the better occupations of your Ladyship's time 
may be the less impeded. 

\,\'hen she fouud me inexorable in refusing EYe­
lina's alle11ding her to Paris, she peremptorily in­
si ted that she should at least fo·e with lier in Lon­
don till ir John Belmont's return. I remonstrated 
against this scheme with all the energy in my 
1)0wcr: but the contest was vain; E-he lost her pa­
t_ience, and I my time. Sl1e declared, that if I was 
resolute in opposiug her, she would instantly make 
a will, in which she would leave all ]1er fortune to 
strangers, though otherwise, she intended her 
grand-daughter for her sole heiress. 

To me, 1 own, this tl1reat seemed of little conse­
queJ1ce ; I have loug accustomecl m)self to think, 
that, with a competency, of which she is sure, my 
child might be as l1appy as in the possession of 
millions; but tl1e incertitude of her future fate 
deters me from following implicitly the dictates of 
ruy present judgment. The connections she may 
hereafter form, the st~le of life for which she may 
be clcstiucd, and the future family to w·l1ich she 
may belong, are considerations which give but too 
much weight to the menaces of Madame Duval. Iii 
i;horl, l\Ja<lam, after a discourse infinitely tedious, I 
was obliged, though ,ery reluctanlly, to compro­
mise with this uugo,ernable woman, by consenting 
that E, eliua sl1ould pass one mouth with her. 

I uc,·er made a concession with so had a grace, or 
so much regret. The \ iolence and vulgarity of tl1is 
woman, her total ignorance of propriety, the family 
to which i;he is related, and the company she is 
likely to keep, arc ohjections so forcible to her 
)1a, iug· tlie charge of this dear child, that nothin(J' 
Jes~ than my diffidence of the right I havo of d 
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priving her of so large a fortune, would l1ave in­
duced me to listen to her proposal. Indeed we 
parted, at last, equally discontented; she at what I 
had refused, I at what I had g1·antcd. 

It now only remains for me to return your Lady• 
isl1ip my humble ackuowledgments for the kindness 
which you have so liberally shown to my ward; 
and to beg you would have the goodness to part 
with her, when Madame Duval thinks proper to claim 
the promise which she has extorted from me. I am, 

Dear Madam, &c. 
ARTHUR VILLARS, 

LE'ITER XXXIX. 

YR, VILLARS TO EVELINA. 

[Berry-Hill, May 28. 

"\VI TH a reluctance which occasions me inexpres• 
sible uneasiness, I have been almost compelled to 
consent that my Evelina should quit the protection 
of the hospitable and respectable Lady Howard, and 
accompany Madame Duval to a city which I had 
hoped she would never again have entered. But 
alas, my dear child, we are the slaves of custom, 
the dupes of prejudice, and dare not stem the tor• 
rent of an opposing world, even though our ju<lg• 
ments condemn our compliance; however, since 
the die is cast, we must endeavour to make tho 
best of it. 

You will have occasion, in the course of the 
month you are to pass with Madame Dunl, for all 
t]1e circumspection and prudence you can call to 
your aid. She will not, I know, propose any thing 
to you which she thinks wrong herself; but you 
must learn not only to jttdge but to act for yourself; 
if any schemes are started, any eJ1gagements made, 
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which your understanding represents to JOU as im• 
proper, exert yourself resolutely in avoiding them ; 
and do nol, by a too passive facility, risk the cen­
~ure of the world, or your own future regret. 

You cannot too assiduously attend to Madame 
Duval herself; but I would wish you to mix as 
little as possible with he1· associates, who are not 
likely to be among those whose acquaintance would 
reflect credit upon you. Remember, my dear Eve­
lina, nothing is so delicate as the reputation of a 
lvoman ; it is at once the most beautiful and most 
brittle of all human things. 

Adieu, my beloved child ; I sliall be but ill at 
~ase till this montl1 is elapsed. A. V. 

LETTER XL. 

EVELINA TO THE REV. MR. VILLARS. 

[London, June 6. 

ONCE more, my dearest Sir, I write lo you from 
this great city. Yesterday morning, ·with the truest 
concern, I quitted the dear inhabitants of Howard 
Grove, and most impatiently shall I count the days 
till I see them again. Lady Howard and Mrs. l\1ir­
van took leave of me with the most flattering kind­
ness ; but indeed I knew not how to part with 
l\iari.a, whose own apparent sorrow redoubled mine. 
She made me promise to send her a letter every 
post : and I shall write to her with the same free 
dom, and almost the same confidence, you allmY 
me to make use of to yourself. 

The Captain was very civil to me : but he 
wrangled with poor Madame Duval to the last mo­
ment; and, taking me aside, just before we got into 
the chaise, be said, " Hark'ee, Miss Anvillc, I've a 
favour for to ask of you, which is this ; that you 
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will write us word how the old gentlewoman finds 
herself, when she sees it was all a trick ; and what 
the French lubber says to it, and all about it." 

I answered that I would obey him, though I was 
very little pleased with the commission, which, 
to me, was highly improper ; but he will either 
treat me as an i11forme1·, or make me a party in his 
frolic. 

As soon as we drove away, Madame Duval, with 
much satisfaction, exclaimed, " Dieti merci, we've 
got off at last! l am sure I never desire to see that 
place again. It's a wonder I've got away alive; for 
.I believe I've had the worst luck ever was known, 
from the time I set my foot upon the threshold. I 
know I wish I'd never a gone. Besides, into the 
bargain, it's the most dullest place in all Christen­
dom : there's never no diversions, nor nothing at 
all." 

Then she bewailed M. Du Bois ; concerning 
whose adventures she continued to make various 
conjectures during the rest of our journey. 

When Tasked her what part of London she should 
reside in, she told me that Mr. Branghton was to 
meet us at an inn, and would conduct us lo a lodg­
ing. Accordingly, we proceeded to a house in 
Bishopsgate-street, and were led by a waiter into a 
room where we found Mr. Braughton. 

He received us very civilly; but seemed rather 
surprised at seeing me, saying, "Why, I didn't 
think of your bringing Miss; however, she's very 
welcome." 

" I'll tell you how it was," said Madame Duval : 
" you must know I've a mind to take the girl to 
Paris, that she may see something of the world, and 
improve herself a little ; besides, I've another rea­
son, that you and I will talk more about. But do 
~-ou know, that meddling old parson, as I told you 
.of, would not let her go ; however, I'm resolv'd I'll 
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be eT"en with him; for l shall take her on with me, 
without saJing never a word more to nobod) ." 

I started al this intimation, which Yery much sur­
prised me. But I am very glad she has discovered 
her intention, as J shall be carefully upon my guard 
not to ,·enture from town with her. 

l\Ir. Branghton then hoped we had passed our 
time agreeably in the country. 

" 0 Lord, Cousin," cried she, " I've been the 
miserahlest creature in the world! I'm sure all tLe 
l1orses in London sha'n't drag me into the country 
again of one while : why, how do you think l'-\.o 
been sencd ?-only guess." 

" Indeed, Cousin, I can't pretend to do that." 
"\Vhy, then I'll tell you. Do you know I've 

been robbed !-that is, the villain would haverobbed 
me if he could, only I'd secured all my money." 

"Why then, Cousin, I think your loss can't have 
been very great." 

" 0 Lord, you don't know what you're a saying; 
JOU're talking in the unthinkingest manner in the 
~orld : why it was all along of not having no mo­
ney that I met with that misfortune." 

" How's that, Cousin? I don't see what great 
misfortune you can have met with, if you'd secured 
all your money." 

" That's because you don't know nothing of the 
matter : for there the villain came to the chaise ; 
and, because we hadn't got nothing to give him, 
tl1ough he'd no more right to our money than tho 
man in the moon, yet, do you know, he fell into the 
greatest passion ever you see, and abused me in 
such a manner, and put me in a ditch, and got a 
l'Ope o' JJUrpose to hang me ;-and I'm sure, if 
that wasn't misfortune enough, why I don't know 
what is." 

" This is a hard case, indeed, Cousin. But why 
dou't you go to Justice Fielding?" 

K 3 
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" 0, as lo that, I'm a going to Jiim directly; but 

only I want first to see poor 1\1. Du Bois; for the 

oddest thi11g of all is, that he 11as wrote to me, and 

never said nothing of where he is, nor whal's be­

come of him, nor nothing else." 
" l\I. Du Bois! why 11e 's at my house at Ll1i~ 

very time." 
" M. Du Bois at your l10use ! well, I declare this 

is llie surprisingest part of all! Howmer, I assure 

you, I Lhink lie might have corned for me, as well as 

you, considering what I liave gone through on his 

account; for, to tell you the truth, it was all along 

of him that I met with that acrident; so I don·t 

take it very kind of him, I promii;e you." 
"Well but, Cousin, tell me some of the particu­

lars of this affair." 
" As to tl1e particulars, I'm sw-e they'd make 

your hair stand an end to hear them ; however, the 

beginning· of it all was through the fault of l\I. Du 

.Bois : but I'll assure you, he may take care of him­

self in future, since he don't so much as come to 

.see if I'm df'acl 01· alive.-But ll1ere I went for him 

to a justice of peace, and rode all out of the way, 

:md did every thing in the world, and was used 

worser than a dog, and all for the sake of serving of 

him; and now you see, lie don't so much--well, I 

was a fool fo1· my pains.-Howevcr, he may gel 

somebody else to be treated so another lime; for, if 

l1e's taken up every day in the week, I'll nc,er go 

after him no more.'' 
This occasioned an explanation ; in the course 

of wl1ich Madame Du,al, to l1cr utter amazement, 

Jicard that i\l. Du Bois had ne,cr left London dur­

jng her absence! nor did Mr. Braughton beli.evfl 

that he l1acl ever been to the Tower, or met ·with 

any kind of accident. 
Almostinslautly Lhe whole lrnlh of the transaction 

~ecmcd to T1tjh tipon her mind, all(l Iler wrath wa.ll 
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irtconccirnhly violeut. She asked me a thousand 
qucslions in a hrealh; hut, forluualcly, was too 
vehement to allcnd to my embarrassment, which 
mu. t otherwise haye betrayed my knowlcdrr0 of 
the deceit. Revenge was her first wish; @<l she 
vowed she would go the next morning to J uslice 
Fielding, and inquire what punishment she might 
lawfully inflict opon the Caplaiu for his ass:rnll. 

I belicrn we were an hour at Bishopsgale-slrect 
before poor .Madame Duval could allow any tlnng 
to be mcutioued but her own story; al le11gth, 
however, l\Ir. Braughton told her, that M. Du Bois, 
and all his own family, were waiting for her al his 
Louse. A hackney-coach was then called, and we 
proceeded Lo Snow-hill. 

l\Ir. Branghtou's house is small and inconvenient; 
though his shop, which takes iu all the ground floor, 
is large aud commodious. I believe I told you bo­
fore that he is a sih-er-smith. 

,ve were co1'.ducted up two pair of stairs; for 
the dining-room, Mr. Braughton told us, was let. 
His two daughters, their brother, l\1. Du Bois, and 
a. young man, were at lea. They had waited some 
time for Madame Duval, but I found they had not 
any expectation that I sl1oul<l accompany l1er; aud 
the young ladies, I believe, were rathel' more sur­
prised than pleased when I made my appearance; 
for they seemed hurt that I shoul<l see their apart­
ment. Indeed, I would willingly ha,·e sa,·ed them 
that pain, l1ad it been in my powoc. 
• 'fhe first person who saw me was M. Du Bois, 
'' Ah mon Diw !'' exclaimed he, "voilii 1\-Iademoi­
selle !" 

" Goodness," cried young Branglitou, " if there 
isn't Miss!" 

" Lord so there is,'' said Miss Polly; "well, I'm 
&ure I should never have dreamed of Miss'r, comiug." 

" Nor I neither, I'm sure," cried Mi11s Braughton, 
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., or else I would not have been in this room to see 
her; I'm quite ashamed about it ;-only not think­
ing of seeing any body but m,r aunt-however, 
Tom, it's all JOUr faull; for you know Yery well I 
wanted to borrow Mr. Smith's room, ouly you were 
10 grumpy you would not let me." 

" Lord, what signifies?" said the brother; " l 
dare be sworn Miss has been up two pair of stairs 
before now;-ha'n't you, Miss?" 

I begged that I might not give them the ]east 
disturbance ; and assured them that I had not any 
choice in regard to what room we sat in. 

" Well," said Miss Polly, "when you come next, 
Miss, we'll have Mr. Smith's room; and iL's a very 
pretty one, and only up one pair of stairs, and 
nicely furnished, and every thing." 

" To say the truth," said Miss Branghton, " I 
tl1011ght that my cousin would not, upon auy ac­
count, have come to town in the summer-time ; for 
it's not at all the fashion ;-so, to be sure, tl1inks I, 
she'll stay till September, when the play-houses 
open." 

This was my reception, whicl1 I believe you will 
not call a very cordial one. Madame Dmal, who, 
after having se,·erely reprimanded M. Du Bois for 
his negligence, was just entering upon the slory of 
her misfo1·tunes, now wholly engaged the company. 

1\1. Du Bois listened to her with a look of the ut­
most 110rror, repeatedly lifting up his eyes and 
hands, and exclaiming, " 0 ciel ! quel barbare ?'' 
'flie young ladies gave her the most earnest atten­
tion ; but their brother, and the young man, kept a 
broad grin upon their faces during the whole recital, 
She was however, too much engaged to observe 
tl1em ; but, when she mentioned having been tied 
in a ditc11, young Braughton, no longer able to 
constrain himself, hurst in to a loud laugh, declaring 
lhat he had never heard any tl1ing so funny in his 
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life ! His laugl1 was heartily re-echoed by his friend ; 
tlie Miss Branghtons could not resist tl1e example ; 
and poor Madame Duval, to her extreme amaze­
ment, was absolutely overpowered and slopped by 
the violence of their mirth. 

For some minutes tl1e room seemed quite in au 
uproar; the rage of ta.dame Duval, the astonish­
ment of M. Du Bois, and the angry interrogatories 
of Mr. Branghton, on one side; the convulsive tit­
tering of the sisters, and tlie loud laughs of the youn"" 
men, on the other, occasioned sucl1 noise, passion and 
confusion, that had any one stopped an instant on 
the stairs, he must have concluded himself in Bed­
lam. At length, l1owever, the father brought them 
to order ; and, half-laughing, half-frightened, they 
made Ma.dame Duval some very awkward apologies. 
But she would not be Jlrevailecl upon to continue 
her narrative, till they had protested they were 
laughing at the Captain, and not at her. Appeased 
by this, she resumed her story ; which by the liclp 
of stuffing handkerchiefs into their mouths, the 
young people heard with tolerable decency. 

Every body agreed, that the ill usage the Captain 
had given her was actionable ; and Mr. Braughton 
aid, he was sure she might recover what damage• 

she pleased, since she had been put in fear of her 
life. • 

he then, with great delight, declared, tliat she 
,vould lose no time in satisfying her revenge, aml 
vowed she would not be contented with less than 
lialf his fortune : " For though," said she, " I don't 
put no value upon the money, because, Dieu me·rci, 
I ha.'n't no want of it, yet I don't wish for nothiug 
iO much as to punish that fellow; for, I'm sure, 
,,hatevcr's the cause of it, he owes me a great 
grudge, and I know no more what it's for than yon 
do; but he's always hcen doing me one spite or 
olhcr ever since I knew him." 
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Soon after tea, Miss Brangl1ton took ·an oppor­

lunily to tell me, in a whisper, that Lhe young man 
I saw was a lover of her sister's, that his name was 
Brown, and that he was a l1aberdashcr; with many 
olher particulars of his circumstances and family; 
and then she declared her utter aversion to the 
tl1oughls of such a match; but added, that her ~is­
ter had no manner of spiril or ambition, though, for 
her part, she would ten times rather die an old 
m~d, than marry any J)erson hut a genlleman. 
" And, for that matter," added she, " l believe 
Polly l1erself don't care much for him, only sJ1e's 
in such a hurry, because, I suppose, she's a mind to 
be married before me: l1owernr she's very wel­
come; for, I'm sure, I don't care a pin's point 
whelher I ever marry at all ;-it's all one to me." 

Some time after this, 1\liss PollJ contrived to tell 
her story. She assured me, with much tittering, 
that J1er sister was iu a great frighl lest sire should 
·be married first. " So I make her belici-c that I 
will," continued she; " for I Io,e daarly to plague 
her a liltle; though, I declare, I don't intend to 
liave Mr. Brown in reality ;-I'm sure I don't like 
him 1ia1fwell cnough,-do you, Miss?" 
• " It is not possiLle for me to judge of Jiis merits," 
said I, " as I am enlirely a strauger to him." 

" But what do you think of him, Miss?'' 
· " Why, reallJ, 1-J don't know." 
" But do you think him handsome ? Some people 

reckon him to have a good pretty person;-but I'm 
sure, for my part, l think he's moustrous ugly:­
don't you, Miss?" 

" I am no judge,-but I think his person is very - ·very well." 
" Ve1y u:ell t-,~/l1y, pray, Miss," in a tone of 

vexation, " what fault can you find with it?" 
"0, none at all!" 
" I'm sure you must be very ill-natured if JOl1 
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coulu. How there's Biddy says she thinks nothing 

of him, -lml I know it's all out of spite. You must 

know, Miss, it makes he1· as mad as can be that I 

s11ould have a lover before her ; but she's so proud 

that nobody will court her, aud I often tell her 

she'll die an old maid. Bnt the thing is, she has 

taken it into her head to ba,e a liking for fr. 

Smith, as lodges on the first floor ; but, Lord, he'll 

nc,er ha,e her, for he's quite a fine gentleman; and 

besides, l\Ir. Brown heard him say one day, that he'd 

ne, er marry as long as he li ,·eel, for he'd no opinion 

of matrimony." 
" And dicl you tell your sistrr this?" 
" 0, to he sure, I told her directly; but she clid 

not mind me; however, if she will be a fool she 

must." 
'rl1is extreme want of affection and good-naluro 

increased the distaste I already felt for these un­

amiablc sisters ; aml a confidence so entirely unso­

licited and unnecessary, manifested equally their 

folly and their want of deccn;cy. 
I was ,cry glad when the time for our departing. 

arrived. :;\fr. Braughton said our lodgings were in 

Holborn, that we might be near his house, ancl 

neighbourly. He accompanied us to them himself. 

Our rooms arc large, and not inconvenient ; our 

landlord is an hosier. I am sure I h:ne a thousand 

rea:ons to r<'joice . that I am so lillle known : for 

my prrscnt . ituation is, in every respect, very un­

em•iable; and I would not, for the world, be seen 

by any acquaintance of ~Irs. :Mirvan. 
This morning Iadamc Duval, attended by all th~ 

Braughtous, actually weut lo a Justice in the nein-h­

hourhood, lo report the Captain's ill usage of her. 

I had great clifJiculty in excusing myself from be­

ing of the party, which would ha,·e gi,en me very 

serious concern. Indeed, I was extremely anxwus, 

though at home, till I hoa~d the re ult of the appli-
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cation ; for I dread to think of the uneasiness which 
such an affair would occasion the amiable Mrs. Mir-
1•an. But, fortunately, Madame Duval has re­
ceived very little encouragement to proceed in her· 
design ; for she has been informed, that, as she nei­
ther heard the "l'oice, nor saw the face of the per­
son suspected, she will find difficulty to cast him 
upon conjecture, and will have but little probability 
of gaining her cause, unless she can procure wit­
nesses of the transaction. Mr. Branghton, there­
fore, who has considered all the circumstances of 
the affair, is of opinion, that the law-suit will not 
only be expensive, but tedious and hazardous, and 
has advised against it. Madame Duval, though very 
unwillingly, has acquiesced in his decision; but 
vows, that if ever she is so affronted again, she will 
be revenged, even if she ruins herself. I am ex­
tremely glad that this ridiculous adventure seems 
now likely to end without more serious conse­quences. 

Adieu, my dearest Sir. My direction is at Mr. 
Dawkins's, a hosier in High Holbom. 

LE1TER XLI. 
EVELINA TO MISS MIRVAN. 

[June 7th. 
I HA VE no words, my sweet friend, to express 

the thankfulness I feel for the unbounded kindness 
which you, your dear mother, and the much­
honoured Lady Howard, have shewn me ; and still 

, Jess cau I fiud language to tell you with what re­
luctance I parted from such dear and generous 
friends, whose goodness reflects, at once, so mucb 
houour on their own hearts, and on her to whom it 
has been so liberally bestowed. But I will not r&­
peat what I ban already writteu to the kind Mn, 
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l\Iirvan; I will remember your admonitions, and 
confine to my own breast that gratitude with which 
you have filled it, and teach my pen to dwell upon 
subjects less painful to my generous correspondent. 

0, Maria! London now seems no longer the 
same place where l lately enjoyed so mucl1 happi­
ness; ernry tl1ing is new and strange to me ; even 
the town itself has not the same aspect.- :My situa­
tion so altered !-my home so different !-my com­
panions so changed !-But you well know my 
averseness to this journey. 

Indeed, to me, London now seems a desart ; that 
gay and busy appearance it so lately wore, is now 
succeeded by a look of gloom, fatigue, and lassi­
tude; tl1e air seems stagnant, the heat is intense, 
the dust intolerable, and the inhabitants illiterate 
and under-bred. At least, such is the face of thingi. 
in the part of the towu where I at present reside. 

Tell me, my dear faria, do you never retrace in 
your memory the time we passed here when to­
gether? to mine it recurs for ever! And yet I 
think I ratl1er recollect a dream, or some visionary 
fancy, than a rcality.-That I slwuld ever have 
been known to Lord Orville,-that I should have 
spoken to-ha"\e danced with him,-seems now a 
romantic illusion: and that elegant politeness, that 
flattering attention, that high-bred delicacy, which 
so much distinguished him above all other men, 
and which struck us with such admiration, I now 
retrace the remembrance of, rather as belonging 
to an object of ideal perfection, formed hy my 
own imagination, than to a being of the same 
race and nature as those with whom I at present 
converse. 

I have no news for you, my dear l\liss Mirvan; 
for all that I could venture to say of Madame Du­
val I have already written to JOUr sweet mother; 
and as to ad,·cntures1 I have none to record. SiLu.• 
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ated as I now am, I heartily hope I shall not meet 
with any; my wish is to remain quiet and un• 
noticed. 

Adieu ! excuse the gravity of this letter; and be­
lieve me, your most sincerely 

Affectionate and obliged 
EVELINA ANVILL:I, 

LEITER XLII. 

£VELINA TO TlIE REV. MR. VILLAR!, 

[ffolborn, June 9. 

YESTERDAY morning we received an invitation 
to dine and spend the day at Mr. Brangbton's ; and 
M. Du Bois, who was also invited, called to con• 
duct us to Snow-Hill. 

Y ouug Branghton received us at the door; and 
the firsL words J1e spoke were, " Do you know, si.,. 
tcrs a'n'L dressed yet!" 

Then, hurrying us into the house, be said to me, 
" Come, Miss, you shall go up stairs and catch 'em, 
-I darn say they're :it the glass." 

He would have taken my hand; but I declined 
this civiliLy, and begged to follow Madame Duval. 

Mr. Branghton then appeared, and led the way 
himself. We went, as before, up two pair of stairs; 
but the moment the father opened the door, the 
daughters both gave a loud scream. We all stop­
ped ; and then Miss Braughton called out, " Lord, 
Papa, what do you bring the company up here for? 
why, Polly and I a'n't half dressed." 

" :More shame for you," answered he ; " here's 
your aunt, and cousin, and M. Du Bois, all waiting, 
and ne'er a room to take them to." 

" \Vho'd have thought of their coming so soon?" 



211 
ricd she : " I am sure for my part I thought Miss 

was u ed lo nolhing but quality hours." 
"'\-\ by I sha'n't be ready this 1ialf-hour yet," 

aid 1iss Polly; " can'l they stay in the shop till 
we're dressed?" 

Mr. Branghton was nry angry, and scolded 
tl1em violently: l1owever, we wero obliged to de­
~cend, and stools were procured for us in the shop, 
where we found the brother, who was highly de­
lighted, he said, that his sisters had been c'ltched; 
and he thought proper to entertain me with a long 
account of their tediousness, and the many quarrels 
they all had together. 

When, al length, tl1ese ladies were equipped to 
their satisfaction, they made tl1eir appearance; but 
before any com·crsation was suffered to pass be­
tween them and us, they had a long and most dis­
agreeable dialogue with their father, to whose repri­
mands, though so justly incurred, they replied with 
the utmost pertness, while their brother all the time 
laughed aloud. 

The moment tl1ey perceivc-d this, tl1ey were so 
much provoked, that instead of making any a1JOlo­
gies to fadame Dunl, they next began a quarrel 
wilh him. " Tom, what do you laugh for ? I wonder 
wJ1at business you have to be always a laughing 
when Papa scolds us?" 

" Then what business have you to be such a 
while getting on your clothes ? You're never ready, 
you know well enough." 

" Lord, Sir, I wonder wl1at's that to you! I wish 
you'd mind your own affairs, and nol trouble your­
self abonl ours. How should a boy like you know 
any tl1ing !" 

" A boy, indeed! not such a boy, neither: I'll 
warrant you'll be glad to be as young when you 
come to be old maids." 

This sort of dialogue we were amused wilb till 
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diuner was ready, when we again mounted up l\~o 
pair of stairs. 

In our way, Miss Polly told me that her sister 
had asked Mr. Smith for his room to dine in, but he 
had refused to lend it; " because" she said, " one 
day it happened to be a lillle greased : however, we 
shall have i( tu drink tea in, and then, perhaps, you 
,nay see him ; and I assure you he's quite like one 
of the quality, and dresses as fine, and goes to 
balls and dances, and every thing quite in taste ; 
and besides, Mi.-;s, he keeps a foot-boy of his own 
too." 

The dinner was ill-served, ill-cooked, and ill~ 
managed. The maid who waited l1ad so often to 
go down stairs for something that was forgotten, 
that the Hrung·htons were perpetually obliged to rise 
from table themselves, to get plates, knives and 
forks, bread or beer. Had they been without pre­
tensions, all this would have seemed of no conse­
quence; but they aimed at appeaiing to advantage, 
and eren fancied they succeeded. However the 
most disagreeable part of our fare was, that the 
whole family continually disputed whose turn it 
was to rise, and whose lo be allowed to sit still. 

When this meal was over, Madame Duval, eYer 
eager lo discourse upon her t1·arels, entered into an 
argument with i\fr. Braughton, and, in broken 
English, 1\1. Du Bois, concerning the French na­
tion: and Miss Polly, then addressing herself lo 
me, said, " non'l JOU thi11k, .Miss, it's very dull 
sitting tlp stairs here? we'd better go down to shop, 
and then we shall see the people go hy." 
• " Lord, Poll," said the brother, " you're always 
wanting to be staring and gaping; aud I'm sure 
you ueedu't be so fond of shewing yourself, for 
you'rn ugly enough to frighten a horse." 

" Ugly, indeed! I wonder wl1ieh is best, you or 
me. . But, I tell you what, Totll, you've no need lo 
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girn yourself suc)1 airs; for, if JOU do, I'll tell Miss 
of-you know what--" 

" 'Who cares if you do? you may tell what you 
will ; I don't mind--" 

" Indeed," cried I, " I do not desire to l1ear any 
~Mcl~ • 

" 0, but I'm resolved I'll tell you, because Tom's 
so very spiteful. You must know, ~1iss, t'other 
night-" 

" Poll," cried the brother, " if you tell of that, 
Miss shall know all about your meetino- young 
Brown,-you know when !-So I'll be quits with 
you one way or other." 

Miss .Polly coloured, an~ again proposed our 
going down stairs till Mr. Smith's room was ready 
for our reception. 

"Aye, so we will," said Miss Branghton; "I'll 
a~ ure you, cousin, we have some very genteel peo­
ple pass by our shop sometimes. Polly and I always 
go and sit there when we've cleaned ourselves." 

"Yes, Miss," cried tho brother, "they do no­
tl1ing else all day long when father don't scold 
them. But tl1e best fun is, when they've got all 
their dirty things on, and all tl1eir hair about their 
cars, sometimes I send young Brown up stairs to 
them; and then there's such a fuss !-There they 
hide tl1emselves, and nm away, and squeel and 
squall, like any thing mad: and so then I puts the 
two cats into the room, ancl I giYeS tl1em a good 
whipping, and so that sets them a squalling too; so 
there's ~.uch a noise ancl such an uproar !-Lord, 
you can't think, Miss, what fun it is!" 

This occasioned a fresh quarrel with the isters; 
at tho end of which, it was at length decided that we 

sl1ould go to the shop. 
In our way down stairs, 1iss Braughton said 

aloud, " I wonder when Mr. Smith's room will b 
ready." 
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"So do I," answered Polly; "I'm sure we 
should not do any harm to it now.'' 

This hint had not the desired effect ; for we were 
suffered to proceed very quietly. 

As we entered the shop, I observed a young man 
in deep mourning leaning against lhe wall, with his 
arms folded, and his eyes fixed on the ground, ap­
parently in profound and melancholy meditation; 
but the moment he perceived us, he slarle<l, and, 
making a passing bow, very abruptly retired. As 
I found he was permilled to go quite unnoticed, I 
could not forbear enquiring who he was. 

" Lord!" answered Miss Branghton, " he's no. 
thing but a poor ScotcJ1 poet." 

" Form y part," said Miss Pony, " I believe he 's 
just starved, for I don't find he has aay thing to 
live upon." 

" Live upon!" cried the brother; " why, he's a 
poet, you know, so he may live upon learning." 

" Aye, and good enough for him, too," said Mi98 
:Braughton; "for he's as proud as he's poor." 

" Like enough," replied the brother; " but, for 
all that, you won't find lie will live without meat 
and drink : no, no, catch a Scotchman at that if you 
can! why, they only come here for what they can 
g-et." 

" I'm sure," said Miss Branghton, " I wonder 
Papa'll be such a fool as to let him stay in the house, 
for I dare say he'll never pay for }1is lodging." 

" Why, no more he would, if he could get an­
other lodger : you know the bill has been put up 
this fortnight. Miss, if you should hear of a per­
son that wants a room, I assure you it is a very 
good one, for all il's up three pair of stairs." 

I answered, that as I had no acquaintance in 
London, I had not any chance of assisting them: but 
boih my compa11t1ion and my c•iriosity were excited 
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for this poor young man ; and I asked them some 
further particulars concerning him. 

They then acquainted me, that they had only 
known him three months. When he first lodged 
with them, he agreed to board also; but had lately 
told them he would eat by himself, though they all 
believed he hardly ever tasted a morsel of meat 
s1nce he left. their table. They said, that he had 
always appeared very low-spirited ; but for the last 
month he had been duller than ever ; and, all of a 
sudden, he l1ad put himself into mourning, though 
they knew not for whom nor for what; but, they 
supposed it was only for convenience, as no person 
had ever been to see or enquire for him since his 
residence amongst them : and they were sure he 
was very poor, as he had not paid for his lodgings 
the lasl tl1ree weeks: and, finally, they concluded 
lie was a poet, or else half-crazy, because they had. 
at different times, found scraps of poetry in his 
room. 

They tl1en produced some unfinished verses, 
written on small pieces of paper, unconnected, and 
of a most melancholy cast. Among them was the 
fragment of an ode, which, at my request, they lent 
me to copy ; and as you may perhaps like to see it, 
I will write it now. 

0 LIFE ! thou lingering dream of grief, of pain, 
And every ill that Nature can sustain, 

Strange, mutable, and wild ! 
Now flattering with Hope most fair, 
Depressing now with fell Despair, 

The nurse of Guilt, the slave of Pricv 
That, like a wayward child, 

Who, to himself a foe, 
ees joy alone in what's denied, 

In wha.L is granted, woe ! 
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0 thou poor, feeble, fleeting pow'1•, 
By Vice seduc'd, by Folly woo'd, 
By Mis'ry, Shame, Remorse, pursu'd; 
And as thy toilsome steps proceed, 
Seeming to Youth the fairest flow'r, 
Proving to Age the rankest weed, 

A gilded but a bitter pill, 
Of varied, great, and complicated ill! 

These lines are harsh, but they indicate an in• 
ternal wretchedness, which, I own, affects me. 
Surely this young man must be involved in misfor­
tunes of no common nature; but I cannot imagine 
·what can induce him to remain with this unfeeling 
family, where he is most unworthily despised for 
being poor, and most illiberally detested for being 
a Scotchman. He may indeed, have motives, 
which l1e cannot surmount, for submitting to such 
a situation. Whatever they are, I most heartily 
pity him, and cannot but wish it were in my power 
to afforcl him some relief. • 

During this conversation, Mr. Smith's foot-boy 
came to Miss Branghton, and informed her, that his 
master said she might have the room now when she 
liked it, for that he was presently going out. 

'rhis very genteel message, though it pe1fectly 
satisfied the Miss Branghtons, by no means added 
to my desire of being introduced to this gentleman: 
and upon their rising, with intention to accept his 
offer, 1 begged they would excuse my attending 
them, and said I would sit with Madame Duval till 
the tea was ready. 

I therefore once more went up two pair of stairs 
with young Branghton, who insisted upon accom­
panying me ; and there we remained till Mr. 
Smith's foot-boy summoned us to tea, when I fol­
lowed Madame Duval into the dining-roo111. 

1M 
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The 1L s Branghlon,; were scale<] at one window, 

And lr. ,'mith was lo11ing indolenlly out of the 
other. They all approached us at our entrance ; 
and Ir. Smith, probably to show ]1e was mastc1· of 
the apartment, most officiously handed me to a p;rcat 
chair al the upper end of the room, without taking 
any notice of Madame Duva!, till I rose and offered 
her my o,yn seat. 

Leaving tho rest of the company to entertain 
them ehes, he very abruptly began to addr ss him­
self to me, in a style of gallantry equally new and 
disagreeable to me. It is true, no man can possibly 
pay me greater compliments, or make more fine 
11peeches, than Sir Clemcul \Villouo-hby: yet his 
language, though too flowery, is alwaJS that of a 
gentleman; and his addre s and manners arc so very 
uperior to those of the inhabitants of this house, 

that, to make any comparison between him and ~fr. 
Smith, would be extremely unjust. This latter 
seems very desirous of appearing a man of gaiety 
and spirit; but his vivacity is so low-bred, ancl his 
whole behaviour so forwarcl aud disagreeable, that 
I should prefer the company of dullness itself, e,en 
as tliat goddess is described by Pope, to that of this 
sprightly JOnug man. 

He made many apologies that lie had not lent his 
room for our dinner, ""hich he said, lie should cer­
tainly have done, had he seen me first: and he as­
sur d me, that wl1en I came again, he should be 

cry glad to oblige me. 
I told him, and with sincerity, that eTery part of 

the hou. e was equally indifferent to me. 
" '\- hv, Ma'am, the tn1th i , Mi s Biddy and 

Polly take no care of any thing; else, I'm sure, 
they should l,o al\'a}s welcome to my room; for 
l'm newr so haJ)PY as in obliging tl1e ladie ·,-that's 
my character, l\la'am :-but, really, the last time 

VOL. I. L 
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they Imel it, every thing was made so grea&y a11cl S() 

nasty, that, upon my word, to a man who wishes to 
lmve things a little genleel, it was quile cruel. 
1 Tow, as to you, l\Ia'am, it's quite another thing; 
for I should not mind if every thing l had was 
spoilt, for the sake of having the pleasure to ol,lige 

_you; and I assure you, Ma'am, il makes me qnile 

happy that I have a room goocl enough to receiYc 

you." 
This elegant speech was followed by many 0Ll1crs, 

so much in the same stJle, that to write them would 
l,e sup(:rfluous ; and as he did not allow me a mo • 
menl to speak to any other person, the rc:,;t of the 

crnning was consumed in a painful attentiun to this 
irksome Joung man, who seemed to intend appear­

:ing before me to the utmost adrnntage • 
. Adieu, my dear Sir. I fear you will be sick of 

reading about this family; yet I must wrile of 
them, or not of any, siuce I mix wilh no olher. 

Happy shall I be when I quit them all, and again 

return to Berry Hill ! • 

LETTER XLIII. 

EVELINA IN CONTINUATION, 

[June 10th. 

Tn 1s morning Mr. Smith called, on purpose, lie 
said, to offer me a ticket for the next Hampstead as­
sembl v. I thanked him, but desired to be excused 
accepting it: he would not, however, be denied, nor 
answerecl; and, in a manner both Yehement and 

free, pressed and urged his offer, till I was wearied 
to death : but, when he found me resolute, he seemed 
thunderstruck with amazement, and thought proper 

to desire I would tell him my reasons. 
Obvious as they must surely have been to a.ny 
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t>H1er person, tl1ey were such as I knew nol ho,v to 
repeat to him ; and, when he found I hesitated, he 
said, " Indeed, l\Ia'am, JOU are too modest; I as­
sure JOU the Licket is quite at your service, and I 
shall be very happy to dance wilh you : so pray 
don't be so COJ," 

" Indeed, Sir," returned I, " JOU are mistaken; 
I never supposed JOU would offer a ticket wilhoul 
wishing it should be accepted; but it would answer 
110 purpose Lo mention the reasons which make me 
decline it, since they cannot }lOssihly be removed." 

This speech seemed ,cry much to mortify him; 
which I could not be concerned at, as I did not 
choose lo be ll'eated by Lim with so much freedom. 
\Vhen he was, at last, convinced that his applica­
cation to me was ineffectual, he ad<lressccl himst>lf 
to Madame Duval, and begged she would interfere 
in his favour; offering at the same time to procure 
another ticket for herself. 

" Jlfo Joi, Sir," answered she, angrily, "you 
might as well ha, c had the complaisance to ask me 
before; for, I assure you, I don't appro,·e of no 
. uch rudeness: however, you may keep your tickets 
to yourself, for we don't want none of 'em." 

'fhis rebuke almost overseL him; he made mauy 
apologies, and Haid that lie should certaiuly ha,e 
first applied to her, hut that he had no notion the 
young lady ,vould Im, e refused him, and, on the 
contrary, had concluded that she would ha,·c as­
sisled him to persuade il!adamc Duval herself. 

This excuse appeased her ; and he pleaded his 
rause so successfully, that, to my great dmgrin, he 
gained it, and Madame Duval pl'o~ised that she 
would go herself, and take me to tlie Hampstead 
assembly whenm·cr he pleased. 

l\Ir. Smith then, approaching me wi.tl1 an air of 
triumph, said, "\.Vell, Ma'am, now I thiuk you can't 
possibly keep to your denial." , 
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I made no answer ; and he soon took leave, tho• 
not till he had so wonderfully gained Lhe favour of 
Madame Duval, that she declared, when he was 
gone, he was the prettiest young man she had seen 
since she came to England. 

As soon as I coukl find an opportuniL,r, I ,·en­
tured, in Lhe most humble manner, to intreal i\fa. 
dame Duval would not insist upon my attending her 
to this ball ; and represented to her as well as I was 
able, the impropriety of my accepting any present 
from a young mau so entirely unknown to me: but 
she laughed at my scruples; called me a foolish, 
ignorant country-girl ; and said she should make it 

• he1· business to Leach me something of the world. 
This ball is to be nex.t week. I am sure it is not 

more improper for, than unpleasant to me, and I 
will use every 11ossible endeavour to avoid it. Per­
haps 1 may apply to Miss Braughton for advice, as 
I believe she will be willing to assist me, from dis­
liking, equally with myself, that I should dance with 
1\-Ir. Smith. 

July 11th. 
0, my dear Sir! I have been shocked to death; 

and yet at the same time delighted beyond expres­
sion, in the hope that I have happily been the in­
strmncnt of saving a human creature from deslruc-
tio~ . 

This moming Madame Duval said she would in­
-vite the Braughton family to relurn our visit to­
morrow; and not choosing to rise herself,-for she 
generally spends the morning in bed,-she desired 
me to wait upon them with her me~sage. 1\1. Du 
Bois, who jusUhen called,insistcd upon attending me. 

l\Ir. Branghlon was in the shop, and told us that 
l1is son and daughter were out ; but desired me to 
step up slairs, as he very soon expecled them home. 
This I did, leaving M. Du Bois below. I went into 
the room where we had dined the day before; and, 
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by a \vonderful chance, I happened so to seat my­
self, that I had a view of the stairs, and yet could 
not be seen from them. 

In about ten minutes time, I saw, passing by the 
cloor, with a look perturbed and affrighLed, the same 
young man I mentioned in my last lelter. ~ ot 
heeding, as I suppose, how he went, in turning the 
corner of the stairs, which are narrow and winding, 
l1is foot slipped and lie fell; hut almost instantly, 
rising, I plainly perceived the end of a pistol, which 
started from his pocket hy hitting against the stairs. 

I was inexpressibly shocked. All that I had 
heard of his misery occurring to my memory, mado 
me conclude that he was, at that very moment, me-, 

dilating suicide ! Strnck with the dreadful idea, all 
my strength seemed to fail me. He moved on 
11lowly, yet I soon loFt sight of him ; I sat motion­
less with terror ; all power of action forsook me ; 
and I grew almost stiff wilh horror; till recollecting 
that it was yet possible lo J)revent the fatal deed, all 
my faculties seemed to return, with the hope of 
sadng him . 

.l\Iy first thought was to fly to l\1r. Branghton ; 
but I feared, that an instant of time lost might foi: 
ever be rued; and, therefore, guided by the im~ 
pulse of my apprehensions, as well as I was able I 
followed him up stairs, stepping very softly, and 
obliged to support myselfhy the bannisters. 

"-' hen I came within a fow stairs of the landing-­
place I stopped ; for 1 could then sec into his rooml 
as he had not yet shut the door. 

He had put the vistol upon a table, and had l1is 
liand in his pocket, whence, in a few moments, he 
took out another: lie then emptied something on 
the table from a smaH leather bag; after which, 
taking up both the pistols, one in each hand, lut 
dropt hastily upon his knees, and called out, " O, 
God !-forgive me !" 
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In a m.pment strength and courage seemed lent 
. to me as by inspiration : I started, and rushing pre­

cipitately into the room, just caught his arm, aml 
then, overcome by my own fears, I fell down at his 
side breathless and senseless. l\ly recovery, how­
ever, was, I believe, almost instantaneous; and then 
the sight of this unhappy man, regarding me with 
a look of unulterable astonishment, mixed with 
concern, presently restored to me my recollection. 
I arose, though with difliculty; he did the same; 
the pistols, as I soon saw, were hoth on the floor. 

Unwilling to leave them, and, indeed, too weak 
tn move, I leant one hand on the table, and then 
stood perfectly still; while he, his eyes cast wildly 
towards me, seemed too infinitely amazed to be ca­
pable of either speech or action. 

I believe we were some minutes in this extraor­
dinary situation; but, as my strength returned, I 
felt myself both ashamed and aukward, and moved 
towards the door. Pale and motionless, he suffered 
me to pass without changing his posture, or utter­
ing a syllable; and, indeed, 

He looh'd a bloodless image of despair! Po PE. 

When I reached the door, I turned round ; I 
looked fearfully at the pistols, and, impelled by an 
emotion I could not repress, I hastily stepped back, 
with an intention of carrying them away : but their 
wretched owner, perceiving my design, and reco­
vering from his astonishment, darting suddenly 
down, seized them both himself. 

\,Vild with fright, and scarce knowing what J did, 
I caught, almost involuntarily, hold of both his 
arms, and exclaimed, " 0, Sir! have mercy on 
yourself!" 

The guilty pistols fell from his hands, which, dis­
engaging from me, he fervently clasped, and criedJ 
"Sweet Hcat'en; is this tl1y augel ?" 

lol 

t( 
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Encouraged by sucl1 gentleness, I again attempted 
to Lake the pistols; but, wi Lit a look half frantic, ho 
again prevented me, saJing, " ·what would) nu do?" 

" Awaken you," I crif'd, witl1 a courage I now 
wonder at, " to worthier thoughts, a11d rescue you 
from perdition." 

I then seized the pistols; 110 said not a word,­
he made no effort to stop me ;-I glided quick by 
him, and tollered down stairs ere he had rccorered 

' from the extremest amazement. 
The moment I reached again the room I had so 

fearfully left, I threw away the pistols, and flinging 
myself on the first chair, gave free ,cnt to the feel­
ings Iliad most painfully stifled, in a violent burst 
of lean!, which, indeed, proved a happy relief to 
me. 

In this situation I remained some time; but 
wl1en, at lcuglh, I liftt:d up my head, lhe first object 
I saw was the poor man who had occasioned my 
tenor, standing, as if petrified, at the door, and 
gazing at me with eyes of wild wonder. 

I started from the chair; but trembled so exces~ 
sively, that I almost instantly sunk again into it. 
He then, thougft without advancing, and in a faul­
tering voice, said, " \Vhoever, 01· wl1atever Jou 
are, relieve me, I pray you, from the suspence unde1· 
which my soul labours-and tell me if indeed I do 
not dream?" 

To this address, so singular, and so solemn, I 
had not then the presence of mind to frame any 
answer; but as I presently percei,·ed that l1is eyes 
turned from me to the pistols, and that ho seemed 
to intend regaining them, I exerted all my strength, 
ancl saying, " 0, for Heaven's sake forbear!" I rose 
and took them myself. . ,, 

" Do my senses decen-e me ! cried he, " do I 
liro-? and do yon?" 

A he s110kc he adrnnced towards me; and I, 
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still guarding the pistols, retreated, ~aying, "No, 
no-you must not-must not have them !" 

"Why-for what purpose, tell me !-<lo you 
-withhold them?"-

" To give you time to think ;-to Sa"\ e you from 
dernal mise1·y ;-and, I hope, to reserve you for 
mercy and forgiveness." 

" Wonderful !" cried J1e, with uplifted hands anJ 
~yes, " most wonderful!" 

For some time he seemed wrapped in deep 
thought, till a sudden noise of tongues below an­
nouncing tlw approach of the Branghtons, mado 
him start from his reverie: lie sprung liastily for­
ward,-dropt on one kneo,--caughl hold of my 
gown, which ho pressed to his li11s ; ancl then, quick 
as lightning, he rose, and flew up stairs lo his own 
1·oom. 

There was something in the whole of this extra­
ordinary and shocking adventure, really too affoct,.. 
ing to be borne ; and so entire] y l1ad I spent my 
spirits, and e:x.liaustcd my courage, that before the 
Branghtons reached me, I had suuk on the ground 
without sense or motion. 

I believe l must have been a very 110nid sight to 
them on their entrance into lho room; for lo all ap• 
pearance, I seemed l.o have suffered a, iolcnt death, 
either by my own rashness, or the cruclt,r of some 
murderer, as lhc pistols had fall<;n close hy my side. 

How soon I reco,·ered I know not; llut, probably 
I was more indebted to the loudne. s of their cries 
than to their assistance ; for t]1ey all concluded that 
I was dead, and, tiw some time, did not make any 
effort to rcv·ive me. 
- Scarcely could I recollect where, or indeed 1chat, 

I was, ere they poured upon me sueh a torrent of 
questions and inquiries, that I was almost stnnned 
with heir vociforation. Howeler, as soon, and as 
lV'ell a11 I was able, I endeavoured to a;atisfy their 
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()Uriosity, by recounting what had happened as 
clearly as was in my power. TJ1ey all Jooked 
aghast at the recital: but, not being well enough to 
enter into any discussions, I begged to have a chair 
called, and to return instantly home. 

Before I left them, I recommended, with great 
earnestness, a vigilant observance of their unJiappy 
lodger; and that they would take care to keep from 
l1im, if possible, all means of self-cleslruclion. 

1\f. Du Bois, who seemed extremely concerned 
at Jn) indisposition, walked by the side of the chair, 
and saw me safe to my own apartment. 

The rashness and the misery of this ill-fated 
:roung man engross all my thoughts. If indeed, he 
jg bent upon destroying l1imself, all efforts to save 
l1im will be fruitless. How much do I wish it 
were in my power to discover the nature of the 
malady which thus maddens him, and to offer or to 
procure alledation to his sufferings! I am sure, my 
dearest Sir, ,ou will be much concerned for tl1is 
poor man; a;1d, were you here, I doubt not but you 
,vould find some method of awakeuing him from the 
error which Minds him, and of pouring the balm oC 
poacc and comforl into his afflicted soul! 

LE'ITER XLIV. 

:IVELlNA IN CONTINUATION, 

[Holbom, June 13th. 
YESTERD.\ Y all the Branghtons dined liere. Our 

conversation was almost wholly concerning the 
adventure of the day before. Mr. Braughton said, 
that his first thougl1t wasinstanlly to Lum his lodger 
out of doors, " Lest," continued he, "his killing 
himself in my house shoulcl bring me into an) trou­
lile : bul then I was afraid I should never get the 

L 3 



EVELINA 

money that he owes me ; whereas, if he dies in my rj/ 
house, I have a right to all he leaves behind him, 1 

if he goes off in my debt. Indeed, I would put r 
,him in prison,-but what should I get by that? he 
could not earn any thing there to pay me: so I 
considered about it some time, and then I deter­
mijed to ask him point-blank for my money out of 
hana. And so I did; but lie told me he'd pay 
me next week: however, I gave him to under­
stand, that though I was no Scotchmau, yet, I did 
not like to be over-reached any more than lie: so 
then he gave me a ring, which, to my certain k11ow­
ledge, must be worth ten guineas; a11d told me he 
would not part with it for his life, and a good deal 
more such sort of stuff, but that I might keep it till 
he could pay me." 

" It is ten to one, father," said young Braughton. 
" if he came fairly by it." 

" Very likely 11ot," answered he; "but that will 
make no great difference, for I shall be able to 
prove my right to it all one." 

What principles! I could hardly stay in the room. 
" I'm determined," said the son, " I'll take some 

opportunity to affront him soon, now I know how 
poor lie is, because of the airs he gave himself to 
rne when lie first came." 

" And pray how was that, child?" said Madam& 
Duval. 

"Why, you never knew such a fuss in your life 
as he made, because one day at dinner I only hap­
pened to say, that T supposed he had never got such 
a good meal in his life before he came to England: 

, there he fell in such a passion as you can't think: 
but, for my part, I took no notice of it: for to be 
sure, thinks I, he must needs be a gentleman, or 
he'd ne,er go to be so angry about it. However, 
•lie won't put his tricks upon me again in a hurry." 

""rcll," said l\liss Polly," lie's grown quite an~ 
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other creature to what he was, and he uoesn't rui1 
away from us, nor hide himself, nor any thing; and 
he's as civil as can he, and he's always in the shop, 
and he saunters about the stairs, and he looks at 
every body as comes in.'' 

" '" hy, JOU may see what he's after plain 
enough," sai<l l\lr. Branghton; "he wants to see 
Mi:-s again.'' 

" Ha, ha, ha! Lord, l10w I should laugh," said the 
son, " if be should have fell in Jove with l\Iiss !" 

"I'm sure," said Miss Braughton, "Miss is wel­
come ; but, for my pal'l, I should be quite ashamed 
of such a beggarly conquest." 

Such was Lhe conversation till lea-time, when 
the appearance of Mr. Smith gave a new turn to 
the discourse. 

Miss Braughton desired me to remark with what 
a smart ail- he entered the room, and asked me if he 
had not very much a quality loolc ? 

" Come," cried he, advancing lo us, " you ladies 
must not sit togetl1cr; wherever I go, I always 
make it a rule to part the ladies." 

And then, handing Miss Braughton to the next 
cbair, he seatell himself between us. 

"\Voll, now, ladies, I think we sit very well. 
\Vhat say you? for my part, I think it was a very 
good motion." 

" If 1ny cousin likes it,'' said Miss Braughton, 
" I'm sure I've no objection." 

" O," cried he, " I always study what the ladies 
like,-that's my first thoughL. And, indeed, it is 
hut uatnral that you should like best to sit by the 
gentlemen, for what can you find to say to one an­
other?" 

"Say!" cried young Braughton; "0, never 
you think of that, they'll find enough to say, I'll 
be sworn. You know the women are never ti1cd 
of talkiug." 
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" Come,· come, Tom," said l\lr. Smith, " don'f 
be severe upon the ladies; when I'm by, you know­
I always take their part." 

Soon after, when Miss Branghlon offered me some 
cake, this man of gallantry said, " Well, if I was that 
lady, I'd never take any thing from a woman." 

" Why not, Sir ?" 
" Because I should be afraid of being poisoned 

for being so handsome." 
" Who is severe upon the ladies now?" said I. 
"Why, really, Ma'am, it was a slip of the tongue; 

I did not intend to say such a thing; but one can't 
always be on one's guard.'' 

Soon after, the conversation turning upon public 
places, young Braughton asked if I had ever been 
to George's at Hampstead ? • 

" Indeed, I never heard the place mentioned." 
" Didn't you, l\Iiss," cried he eagerly ; " why, 

then you've a deal of fun to come, l'JI promise you; 
and, I tell you what, I'll treat you there some Sun­
day i.oon. So now, Bid and Poll, be sure you don't 
tell Miss about the chairs, and all that, for I've a 
mind to surprise her; and if I pay, I think I've a 
right to have it my own way." 

" George's at Hampstead!" repeated Mr. Smith 
contemptuous} y; " how came you to thiuk the young 
Lady would like to go to such a low place as that! 
But, pray, l\la'am, have you ever been to Don Sal­
tero's at Chelsea?" 

"No, Sir.'' 
"No !-nay, the11, I must insist on having the 

pleasure of conducliug you there before long. I 
assure you, :Ma'am, mauy genteel people go, or 
else, I give you my word, I should not recommend 
it.'' 

" Pray, cousin," said l\fr. Branghton, " have yota 
been at 8adler's \Velis yet ?" 

"No,Sir." 
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" o ! why, then you've seen nothing!" 
" Pray, l\liss," said tl1e son, " how do you like 

the Tower of London?" 
" I have never been to it, Sir." 
" Goodness !" exclaimed he, " not seen the 

Tower !-why, may be, you ha'n't been o' top of 

the Monument, neither?" 
" To, indeed, I lnne not." 
"\Vhy, then, JOU might as well not have come 

to London for aught I see, for you've been no 

where." 
"Pray, l\1iss," said Polly, " have you been all 

over Paul's Church yet?" 
" o, l\la'am." 
"\Vell, but, Ma'am," said \fr. SmiLh, "how do 

you like Vaux.hall and l\farJbone?" 
"I never saw eilhcr, Sir." 
"~ o-God bless me !-you really surprise me, 

-why Vauxhall is the first pleasure in life !-I 
know nothing like it.-\Vell, fa'am, you must have 
been with strange people, indeed, not to have taken 
you to Vau. hall. \Vhy you have seen nothing of 
London yet. H owernr, we must try if we can't 

make you amends." 
In the course of this catechism, many other places 

were mentioned, of which I have forgotten the 
names; but the looks of surprise and contempt that 
my repeated negatives incurred were very divert-

ing. 
" Come," said ~fr. Smith after tea, " as this 

Lady has been with such a queer set of people, let's 
show her the difference ; suppose we go somewhere 
to-night !-I love to do things with spirit !-Come, 
ladies, where shall we go! For my part I shoulll 
like Foole's,-hut the ladies must choose; I never 

speak my~elf." 
"\Veil, l\Ir, Smith is always in such srh·ils...., 

aid l\li~s Braughton, 
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"Why, yes, Ma'am, yes, thank God, prett1 

good spirits ;-I have not yet the cares of the world 
upon me ;-1 am not married,-lia, ha, ha!-you'll 
excuse me, ladies,-but I can'L help laughing!"-

No objection being made, to my great relief we 
all proceeded to the little theatre in the Hay-market, 
where I was extremely entertained by the perfong. 
ance of the Minor and the Commissary. 

They all returned hither to supper. 

LETI'ER XLV. 

EVELINA IN CONTINUATION, 

[June 15. 
YESTERDAY morning l\Iadame Duval again sent 

me to Mr. Brangl1ton's, attended by 1\1. Du Bois, 
to make some party for the evening, because she 
had had Lhe ·vapours the preceding day from staying 
at home. 

As I entered the shop, I perceived the unfortunate 
North Briton seated in a corner, with a book in his 
hand. He cast his melancholy eyes up as we came 
in; and, I believe, immediately recollected my face 
-for he started, and changed colour. I delivered 
Madame Duval's message to Mr. Branghton, who 
told me· I shoulcl find Polly up stairs, but that the 
others were gone out. 

Up stairs, therefore, I went; and, seated on a 
window, with :Mr. Brown at her side, sat Miss Polly. 
1 felt a little aukward at disturbing them, and much 
more so at their heha·viour afterwards; for, a.'! soon 
as the common inquiries were over, Mr. Brown 
grew so fond and so foolish, that I was extremely 
disgusted. Polly, all the time, only rebuked him 
with, " La, now, l\Ir. Brown, do be quiet, can't 
your-you sl10uld not behave so before company. 
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-Wl1y, now, what will Miss think of me?"-\Vhile 

her looks plainly shewed not merely the pleasure, 

but the pride which she took in his caresses. 
I did not by any means think it necessary to 

punish myself by witnessing their tenderness; and 

therefore telling them I would see if ~Iiss Braughton 

were returned home, I soon left them, and again 

descended into the shop. 
" So, Miss, you've come again," said l\lr. Braugh­

ton ; " what, I suppose you've a mind to sit a. liltle 

in the shop, and see how the world goes, hey, 

l\Ii ?" 
I made no answer; and M. Du Bois instantly 

brought me a chair. 
The unhappy stranger, who had risen at my en­

trance, acrain seated himself; and, though his head 

leant towards his book, I could not help observing, 

his eyes were most intently and earnestly turned 

towards me. 
1\1. Du Bois, as well as his broken English would 

allow him, endeavoured to entertain us Lill the re­

turn of Miss Braughton and her brother. 
" Lord, l1ow tired I am !" cried the former; " I 

ha,·e not a foot to stand upon." And, then, without 

any ceremony, she flung l1orselfinto the chair fro1n 

which I had risen to receirn her. 
" You tired!" said the brother; " why, tl1en, 

what must I be, that have walked twice as far ?" 

And, with equal politeness, he paid the same com­

pliment to M. Du .Bois which his sister had done 

to roe. 
'l'wo chairs and three stools completed the funu-

ture of the shop; and Mr. Braughton, who chose to 

keep liis own seat himself, desired l\1. Du Bois to 

take another; and then seeing that I was without 

any, callocl out to the stranger, " Come, Mr. Ia­

ca.rlney, lend us your stool." 
Shocked at their rudeness, I declined the offer ; 



and, approaclung Miss Branghton, said, " If you 
will be so good as to make room for me on Jour 
chair, there will be no occasion to disturb that 
gentleman." 

" Lord, what signifies that?" cried the brother; 
" he has 11ad hls share of silting, I'll be sworn." 

" And, if he has not," said the sister, " he has a 
chair up stairs; and the shop is our own, I hope." 

This grossness so much disgusted me, that I took 
tl1e slool, and carryiEg it back to .Mr. Macartney 
myself, I returned him thanks as civilly as I could 
for his politeness, but said that I had rather stand. 

He looked at me as if unaccustomed to such at• 
lention, bowed ·rnry respectfully, but neither spoke 
JlOr -vel made use of it. 

I ;0011 found that I was an object of derision to 
all present, except 1\1. Du Ilois; and, therefore, I 
begged Mr. Branghton would give me an answer 
for Madame Duval, as I was in haste to return. 

""\,Vell, then, Tom,-Biddy, where have you a 
mind to go to night? JOur Aunt and l\Iiss want to 
be abroad and amongst them." 

" Why tl1en, Papa," said l\liss Branghton, " we'll 
go to Don Saltero's. l\1r. Smith likes that place, 
so may pe lie'll go along with us." 

" 'o, no," said the son, "l'm for \Vhite-Con­
duit House; so let's go t11ere." 

" "\Yhite-Conduit House, indeed!" cried his 
sister; " no, Tom, that I won'L." 

" "\Vhy, then, let it alone; nobody wants your 
company ;-we shall do as well without you, I'll be 
sworn, and better too.'' 

"I'll tell JOU what, Tom, if JOU•dou't hold your 
tongue, I'll make JOU repent it,-Lhat I assure 
you.'' 

Just then l\lr. Smith came into the shop, which he 
~emed to intend passing through; but when he saw 
me, he stopped, and began a most courteous inquiry 
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ftcr my health, protesting, that, had he known I 

was there, he should have come down sooner. 
" But, bless me, Ma'am," added he, " what is the 
reason you stand?" and then he flew to bring m~ 
the seat from which 1 had just parted. 

" l\Ir. Smith, you are come in ·rnry good time," 
said 1\lr. Branghton, " to end a dispule between my 
son and daughter, about where they shall all go to-
11ight." 

" 0 fie, Tom,-dispute wilh a lady!" cried Mr. 
Smith. " ow, as for me, I'm for where you will, 
provided this young Lady is of the party ;-one 
place is the same as anolher to me, so that it 1Je bul 
agreeable to the Jadies.-1 would go any where 
with you, Ma'am," (to me) " unless, indeed, it 
were to church ;-ha, ha, J1a !-You'll excuse me, 
Ma'am; but really, I never could conquer my fear 
of a parson ;-ha, ha, ha !-Really, ladies, I beg 
your pardon for being so rude; but I can't help 
laughing for my life!" 

" I was just saying, l\Ir. Smith," said Miss 
Branghlon, " that I should like to go to Don Sal­
tcro's ;-now pray where should you like Lo go?" 

" ,vhy, really, l\liss Biddy, you know I always 
let the ladies decide; I ne,er fix any thing myself; 
but I should suppose it would 1Je rather hot at the 
coffee-house :-however, pray Ladies setlle it 
among yoursehcs ;-I'm agreeable lo whateve1· you 
choose." 

It was easy for me to discover, that this man, 
with all his parade of conformity, objects to e"ery 
thing that is not proposed hy himself: but he is so 
much admired by this family for his gentility, thal 
he thinks l1imself a complele fine gentleman ! 

" Come," said ~fr. Braughton," the best way will 
be Lo put it lo Lhe yote, and then every body will 
speak their minds. liiddy, call Poll down 11tair , 
"\V ~•11 start fair." 
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" Lord, Papa," said l\liss Branghton, " wl1y can't 

you as well send Tom ?-you're always sending me 
of the errands." 

A dispute then ensued, but Miss Branghton was 
obliged to yield. 

When Mr. Brown and Miss Polly made their 
appearance, the latter uttered many complaints of 
having been called, saying, she did not want to 
come. and was very ,vell where she was. 

" Now, Ladies, your votes," cried l\Ir. Smith; 
"and so, l\la'am (to me), we'll begin with JOU. 
\Vhal place shall you like best?" and then, in a 
whisper, he added, " I assure you, I shall say the 
11ame as you do, whether I like it or not." 

I said, that as I was ignorant what choice was in 
my power, I must beg to hear their decisions first. 
This was reluctanlly assented to; and then l\liss 
.Brangbton Yoled for Saltero's Coffee-house; her 
sister, for a party to Mother Red Cap's; the brother 
for White-Conduit House; Mr. Brown, for Bag­
nigge Wells; l\fr. Branghton, for Sadler's \Velis; 
and Mr. Smith, for Vauxhall. 

"Well now, Ma'am," said l\fr. Smitl1, "we 
11ave all spoken, and so you must give the casting 
vote. Come, what will you fix upon ?" 

" Sir," answered I, " I was to speak last." 
"Well, so you will," said Miss Brangbton, "for 

we've all spoke first." 
" Pardon me," returned I, " the voting has not 

yet been quite general." 
And I looked towards l\Ir. Macartney, to whom 

I wished extremely to show that 1 was not of the 
same brutal nature with those by whom he was 
treated so gross I y. 

" Why pray," said l\fr. Branghton, " who l1ave 
we left out? would you have the oats and dog~ 
vote?" 

" No, Sir," cried I, with some spirit, " I woult\ 
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)1ave that gentleman vole,-if, indeed, he is not su­
pcrim· Lo joining om party." 

They all looked at me, as if t11ey doubted whe­
ther or not they had heard me right: but, in a few 
moments, their surprise gave way to a rude burst 
of laughter. 

Very much displeased, I told 1. Du Bois that if 
lie ·was not ready to go, I would have a coach called 
for myself. 

0 yes, he Said, .he was always ready to attend 
me. 

Mr. Smith then adnncing, attempted to take my 
hand, and begged me not to leave them till 1 had 
settled the ernning's plan. 

" I have nothing, Sir," saicl 1, " to do with it, as 
it is my intention to stay at home; and therefore 
Mr. Braughton will be so good as to send Madame 
Duval word wliat place is fixed upon, w11e11 it is 
conveuieut to him." 

Aud then, making a s1igl1t courtesy, I left them. 
How much does my di gust for tl1ese people in­

crease m) pity for poor • Ir. Macartney! I will 
not see them when 1 can avoid so doing; but I 
am determined to take every opportunity in my 
power to show civility lo this unhappy man, whose 
misfortunes, with this family, only render him an 
ohject of scorn. I was, however, very well pleased 
with :\1. Du Bois, who, far from joining iu their 
mirth, expressed himself extremely shocked at their 
ill-bre<>cling. 

\Ve had not walked ten Jards before we were 
followed by Mr. Smith, who came to make excuses, 
and to assure me they were onlyjoki11g, and hoped 
I took nothing ill ; for if 1 did he would make a 
quarrel of it himself with the Branghtons, rather 
than l sl1ould re<>fli,e any offence. 

I begged him 11ol lo lake any trouhle nhout i;o 
immalrrial an affair, and asi;urcd him I hould U() 
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myself. He was so officious, that lie would not lie 
prevailed upon to return home, till he had walked with us lo l\Ir. Dawkins's. 

l\Iadame Durnl was very much displeased ll1at I 
brought her so little satisfaction. White-Conduit 
House was at last fixed upon; and, notwithstanding 
my great dislike of such parties and such places, I 
was obliged to accompany them. 

Very disagreeable, and much according to my 
expectations, the evening proved. There were 
many people all sma1·L and gaudy, and so pert and 
low-bred, tl1at I could hardly endure being amongst 
them; hut the part_y to which, unfortunately, I be­
longed, seemed all a~ home. 

LEITER XLVI. 
EVELINA IN CONTINUATION'. 

[Ilolborn, June 17th. 
YESTERDAY l\Ir. Smith carried his point of 

making a party for Vauxhall, consisting of l\Iadame­
Duval, f. Du Bois, all the Branghtous, 1\Ir. Brown, 
himself,-aud me !-for I find all endea,ours ,ain 
to escape any thing which these people desire I ~hould not. 
• 'fliere were twenty disputes preYious to our set­
ting out; first, as Lo the time of our going: Mr. 
Branghton, his son, and young Brown, were for 
six o'clock; and all the ladies aucl l\Ir. Smith were 
for eight;- the latter, howc,·cr, conquered. 

Then, as to tl1e u·ay we should go ; some were for 
a boat, others for a coach, and Mr. Braughton him~ 
eclf was for walking ; but the boat at length wa11 
decided upon. Indeed this was the only part of 
the expedition that was agreeable to me · for the Tl1ames was delightfully pleasant, ' 
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Tlie garden is very prettJ, but too formal ; I 

1l10uld have been better pleased, had it consisted 
less of straight walks, where 

Grove nods at grove, each alley has its brother. 

The trees, the numerous lights, and the company 
in the circle round the orchestra make a most bril­
liant and gay appearance; and had I been with a 
party less disagreeable to me, I should have thougl1t 
it a place formed for animation and pleasure. 
There was a concert ; in the course of which a haut­
bois concerto was so charmingly played, that I 
could ha-re thought myself upon enchanted ground, 
had I had spirits more gentle to associate with, 
The hautbois in the open air is heavenly. 

l\Ir. Smith endeavoured to attach himself to me, 
with such officious assiduity and impertinent free­
dom, that he quite sickened me. Indeed l\I. Du 
Bois was the only man of the party to whom, volun­
tarily, I ever addressed myself. He is civil and 
respectful, and I have found nobody else so since I 
left Howard Grom. His English is very bad ; hut 
I prefer it to speaking Freuch myself, which I dare 
uot venture to do. I converse with him frequently, 
both to disengage myself from others, and to oblige 
Madame Duval, who is always pleased when he i1 
attended to. 

As we were walking ahout the orcl1eslra, I heard 
a bell ring; and, in a moment, l\Ir. Smith, flying 
up to me, caught my hand, and, with a motion 
too quick to be resisted, ran away with me many 
yards before I l1acl breath lo ask his meaning, though 
I struggled, as well as I could, to get from him. Al 
last, however, I insisted upon stopping: "Stopping, 
:Ma'am!" cried he, " why we must run on or w~ 
hall lose the cascade !" 

And then again 110 hurried me away, mixing 
,vitb a crowd of people, all runuing wilh so mud, 
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velocity, that I could not imagine wJ1at Lad raised 
such an alarm. We were soon followed by the 
rest of the party; and my surprise and ignorauco 
proved a source of diversion to them all, which was 
not exhausted the whole ernoing. Young Braugh­
ton, in Pl!rticular, laughed till he could hardly stand. 

The scene of the cascade I thought extremely 
pretty, and the general effect striking and lively. 

But this was not the only surprise whicl1 was to 
divert them at my expence; for they led me about 
the garden purposely to enjoy my first sight of rn­rious olher deceptions. 

About ten o'clock, l\Ir. Smith having c11oseu a 
bol- in a very conspicuous place, we all went to sup­
per. Much faull was found with e,·ery thing that 
was ordered, though not a morsel of any thing was 
left; and the de:irness of the provisions, with con­
jectures upon what profit was made by them, sup­plied discourse during the whole meal. 

\Vhen wine and cyder were brought, Mr. Smith 
said, " Now let's enjoy ourselves; uow is the t.ime, 
or nernr. \\rell, Ma'am, and how do you like Vaux11all ?" 

" Like it!'' cried young Brangl1ton; " why, how 
can she help liking it? she has ne,·er seen such a place before, that I'll answer for.'' 

" For my part," said 1\Iiss Braughton, " I like it because it is not vulgar." 
"This must l1avc been a fine treat for you, ~fiss," 

~ai,l , fr. Braughton; " why, I suppose you was ne\·cr so 1tappy in all your life before?" 
I endea~'onred to express my satisfaction with 

some pleasure ; Jet, I beliern, they were much amazed at my coldness. 
" Miss ought to stay in town till the last night," ~ young Branghton; "and then, it's my belief, 

:til1e'd aay something to it! Why, Lord, it's the be:,1: 
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night of any; there's always a riot,-and there 
the folks run about,-and Lhen there's such squeal­
ing and squalling !-and there all the lamps are 
brokc,-and the women run skimper scamper.-! 
declare l would not take firn guineas to miss the 
last uighl !" 

I was wry glad when they all grew tired of sit­
ti11g, and called for the waiter to pay the bill. 'fhe 
l\Iiss Branghlons said they would walk on while the 
gentlcmeu settled the account, and asked me to ac­
crm1pauy them; which, l1owe,er, I declined. 

" You girls may do as JOH please," said Madame 
Dm al; " but as to me, 1 promise you, I slm·o•t go 
nowl1ere without the gentlemen." 

" ~o more, I suppose, will my Cousin," said Misi; 
Braughton, looking reproachfully towards 1\Jr. 
Smith. 

This rdlrcLion, w!Jich I feared woulcl flatter Ms 
,auity, m::.dc me most unfortunately request Ma­
dame • Du mi's permission to atlencl them. She 
g-ranted iL; ancl away we went, having promised 
to meet in the room. 

To the room, therefore, I would immediately 
ltaYe gone: but the sisters agreed that they would 
first ha-ve a little pleasure ; and they tittered and 
talked so loud, that they att.ractecl universal notice. 

" Lord, Polly," said the eldest, " suppose we 
were to take a turn in the dark walks !" 

" Aye, do," answered sl1e; " and then we'll hide 
oursehreia, ancl then l\fr. Brown will think we are 

Jost." 
I remonstrated Ycry warmly against this plan, 

telling tJ{cm it would endanger our missing the 

resl of Llie p'lrty all Lhe eYcning. 
" O dear," criecl Mis~ Braughton, " I thought 

bow uneasy :Miss would he without a beau !" 
This impertinence [ did not thiuk worth answer~ 

ing; and, quite by cou1puli.iou, I followed them 
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down a long alley, in which there was hardly lDJ 
light. 

By the time we came near the end, a large party 
of gentlemen, apparent! y veryrietous, and who were 
hallooing, leaning on one another, and laughing im­
moderately, seemed to rush suddenly from behind 
some trees, and, meeting us face to face, put their 
ttrms at their sides, and formed a kind of circle, 
which first stopped our proceeding, and then our 
retreating, for we were presently entirely incloscd. 
The Miss Branghtons screamed aloud, and I wai. 
frightened exceedingly; our scr<>ams were answer­
ed with bursts of laughter, and for some minutes we 
were kept prisoners, till al last one of them, rudely 
seizing hold of me, said I was a pretty little creature. 

Terrified to death, 1 struggled with such vehe­
mence to disengage myself from him, that I succeed­
ed, in spite of his efforts to detain me; and imme­
diately, and with a swiftness which fear only could 
have given me, 1 flew rather than ran up the walk, 
hoping to secure my safety by returniug to the 
lights aud company we had so foolishly left: but 
before I could possibly accomplish my purpose, I 
was met by another party of men, one of whom 
placed himself so directly in my way, calling out, 
""\Vhithcr so fast, my love ?"-that I could only 
11am proceeded by running into his arms. 

In a moment both my hands, by different persons, 
were caught bold of, and one of them, in a most fa. 
miliar manner, desired, when I ran next, to accom• 
pany me in a race; while tho rest of the party stood 
still and laughed. 

I was almost distracted with terror, and so breath­
less with running, that I could not speak; till ano­
ther advancing, said, I was as J1andsome as an angel, 
and desired to be of tlie party. I then just articu­
lated, "For Hea·rnn's sake, gentlemen, Jet mo pass!" 

Allotaer tbcn rushing 1uddewy forward, ex-
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claimed, " Heaven aud earth ! what ,·oice is that?-" 

" The mice of the preLLiest 1illle actress I l1a·ve, 
seen this age," amwered one of my persecutors. 

" ro,-no,-no-" I panted out," I am no ac• 
tress-pray Jct me go,-pray let me pass-." 

" By all that's sacred," cried the same voice, 
wJ1ich I then knew for Sir Clement Willoughby's, 
" 'tis herself!" 

"Sir Clement Willougl1by !" cried I. "0 Sir, 
as ist-assist me-or I shall die with terror !" 

" Gentlemen," cried lie, disengaging them all 
from me in an instant, "pray lcaye this lady to me." 

Loud laughs proceeded from every mouth, and 
two or three said, Willoughby has all the luck! But 
one of them, in a passionate manner, vowed J1e 
would not gi,•e me up, for that l1e l1ad the first right 
to me, and would support it. 

" You are mistaken," i:aid Sir Clement, " tl1is 
lady is-I will e:xplain myself lo you another time; 
but, I assure you, JOU are all mistaken." 

And then taking my willing hand, he led me ofr, 
amidst the loud acclamations, laughter, and gross 
merriment of his impertinent companions . 

.As soon as we had escaped from them, Sir Cie­
meIJt, with a voice of surprise, exclaimed, " Iy 
dearest creature, what wonder, what strnnge revo­
lution, bas brought JOU to such a spot as this?" 

Ashamed of my situation, and extremely morti­
fied lo be thus recognized by him, 1 was for some 
time silent; and when J1e repeated J1is question, 
only stammered out," I l1ave,-lbardlyknowbow, 
-lost myself from my party-." 

He caught my Jiancl, and eagerly pressing it, in a 
passionate voice said, " 0 that I had sooner met 

·will1 thee!" 
Surprised at a freedom so unexpected, I angrilr 
--,oL, I. II. 
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broke from l1im, saying, ' Is this the protection yoll 
give me, Sir Clement?" 

Aud then I saw, wl1at the perturbation of my 
mind had prevenled my sooner 110Licing, that he 
had led me, though I know not how, into auotl1er 
of the dark alleys, instead of the place whither I 
meant to go. 

" Good God!" I cried, " where am I?-,vhat 
way are you going ?" 

" ,vhere," answered Le, " we shall be least ob­
served." 

Astonisl1ed al this speech, I slopped short, and 
declared I would go no further. 

"And why nol, illy angel ?" again endeavouring 
to take my l1aud. 

My heart beat with resentment; I puslied him 
away from me with all my strength, and demanded 
how he dared treat me with such insolence? 

" Insolence !" repeated he. 
"Yes, Sir Clement, insolence; from you, who 

know me, I had a claim for protectiou,-not lo such 
treatment as this." 

" By Hea~·en," cried he, with warmth, " you dis­
tract me :-why, tell me,-why do I you see here? 
-Is this a place for l\liss Anville?-these dark 
walks !-no party! no companion !-by all that's 
good, I can scarce believe my senses !" 

Extremely offended at this speech, I turned an­
grily from him ; and, not deigning to make any an­
swer, walked on towards that part of tho garden 
whence I perceirnd the ligl1ls and company. 

He followed me ; but we were both some time 
silent, 

" So you will not explain to me your situation?" 
said he, at Jengtb. . 

" No, Sir," answered I, disdainfolly. 
"Nor yet-suffer me to make u1y own interpre• 

ution?- -" . 
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l could not bear this strange manner or speak­

ing; it made my ,,ery soul shudder,-and I burst 
into tea1·s. 

He flew to me, and aclual1y fluug himself at my 
feet, as if regardless who mig·ht see him, Sa)ing, 
" 0 :Miss Anville,-Io,·elicst of women, forgive my, 
-my-I beseech you forgive me ;-if I have of­
fended-if I have hurt you-I could kill IDJself at 
U1e thought!-" 

" No maller, Sir, no matter," cried I ; " if I can 
but find my friends,-1 will never speak to-never 
see you again!" 

" Good God !-good Hea,·en !-my dearest life, 
what is it I have doue !-what is it I have said?-'' 

" ): ou best know, Sir, tchat and u·hy: but don't 
hold me l1ere,-let me be gone ; and do you!" 

" l\ot till you forgive me !-I cannot part with 
you in anger." 

" For sl1ame, for shame, Sir!" cried I, indignanlly, 
" do you suppose I am to be thus compelled ?-do 
you take advantage of the absence of my friends to 
affront me?" 

" J\o, ;\ladam," cried he, rising: "I would sooner 
forfeit my life than act so mean a part. But yo11 
have flung me into amazement unspeakable, and 
you will nol condescend to listen to my request or 
giving me some explanation.'' 

" The manner, Sir," said I, " in wl1ich you spok«t 
tha.L request, made, and will make, me scorn to an­
swer it." 

" Scorn !-I will own to you, I expected not 
such displeasure from Miss Anvi.lle." 

" Perhaps, Sir, if you had, you would less vo­
lunlarily have meriled it." 

" My dearest life, surely it must be known to you, 
that tlie man dqes nol breathe wl10 adores you so 
passionately, so feneutly, so tenderly as I do!­
Why, then, will you delight in perplexing rue ?-i.a 
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keeping me in suspense ?-in torturing me with 
doubt?-" 

" I, Sir, delight in perplexing you !-you are 
much mistaken.-Your suspense, your doubts, your 
perplexities,-are of your own creating; and, be­
lieve me, Sir, they may offend, but they can never 
delight me :-but as you have yourself raised, you 
must yourself satisfy, them." 

" Good God !-that such haughtiness and such 
11weetness can inhabit the same mansion!" 

I made no answer; but quickening my pace I 
walked on silently and sullenly, till this most impe• 
tuous of men, snatching my hand, which he grasped 
with violence, besought me to forgive him with 
such earnestness of supplication, that, merely to 
escape his importunities, I was forced to !!!peak, aud 
in some measure to grant the pardon he requested ; 
though it was accorded with a very ill grace: but, 
indeed, I knew not how to resist the humility of 
his intreaties : yet never shall I recollect the occa­
sio~ he gave me of displeasure, without feeling it 
renewed. 

We now soon arriYed in the midst of the general 
crowd; and, my own safety being then insured, ) 
grew extremely uneasy for the Miss Branghtons, 
whose danger, however imprudently incurred by 
their own folly, I too well knew how to tremble for. 
To tl1is consideration all my pride of heart yielded, 
and I determined to seek my party with the utmost 
speed; though not without a sigh did I recollect the 
fruitless attempt I had made after the opera, of 
concealing from this man my unfortunate cormec­
tions, which I was now obliged to make known. 

I hastened, therefore, to the room, with a view of 
aending young Braughton to the aid of his sisters. 
In a very slwrt time I perceived Madame Duval, 
and the rest, looking at one of the paintings. 

1 muat own to you hone1tly, my dear Sir, that all 
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involuntary repugnance sei7e<l me at presenling 
such a sel lo Sir Clemenl,-l1e who l1ad been used 
to seo me in parties so different!-1\Iy pace slack­
ened as I approached them,-but they presently 
perceived me. 

" Ah, Mademoiselle!" cried M. Du Bois, " Que 
je suis charme de vous voir !" 

"Pray, Miss," cried Mr. Brown," where's Miss 
Polly?" 

"\Vhy, Miss, you've been a long while gone,'­
said Mr. Branghlon ; " we thought you'd been lost. 
But what have yon done with your cousins?" 

I hesilated,-for Sir Clement regarded me with 
a look of wonder. 

" Pardi," cried Madame Duval, " I shan't let you 
leave me again in a hurry. '\Vhy, l1ere we've been 
in such a fright !-and all the while, I suppose, 
you'ni been thiuking nothing about the matter." 

"Well," :mid young Braughton, "as long as 
Miss is come back, I don't mind: for as to Bid and 
Poll, they can take care of themselves. But the 
best joke is, l\Ir: Smith is gone all about a looking 
for you." 

These speecl1es were made almost all in a breath : 
but when, at last, they waited for an answer, I told 
them, that, in walking up one of the long alleys, 
we had been frightened and separated. 

" The lon~ alleys!" repealed Mr. Brangl1ton, 
"and, pray, what had you to do in the long alleys? 
why, to be sure, you must all of you l1ave had a 
mind to be affronted!" 

This speech was not more impertinent to me, 
than surprising to Sir Clement, who regarded all 
the party with evident astonishment. However, I 
told young Braughton, no time ought to be lost, 
for that his sisters might require his immediate 

protection. 
" But how ~ill they get it?" cried this brutal 
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brother: " if they've a mind to behave in such a 
manner as that, they ought to protect themselves; 
and so they may for me." 

" Well," said the simple l\fr. Brown, " whether 
you go or no, I think I may as well see after Miss 
Polly." 

The father then interfering, insisted t11at his son 
should accompany bim; and away they went. 

It was now that Madame Duval first perceived 
Sir Clement; to whom, turning with a look of great 
displeasure, she angrily said, " l.l-Ia Joi, so you are 
corned here, of all tbe people in the worlcl !-I 
wonder, child, you would let such a-such a person 
as that keep company with yon." 

"I am very sorry, Madam," said Sir Clement, in 
a tone of surprise, " if I have been so unfortunate 
as to offend you ; but I believe you will not regret 
the honour I 110w hne of attending Miss Anville, 
when you hear that I have been so happy as to do 
her some service." 

Just as Madame Duva], with her usual Mafoi, 
was beginning to reply, the attention of Sir Clement 
was wholly drawn from her, by the appeara11ce of 
Mr. Smith, who, coming suddenly behind me, and 
freely pulling his bands on my s110ulders, cried, 
" 0 ho, my lillle runaway, have I found you al 
last? I have been scampering a1l over the gardens 
for you ; for I was determined to find you, if you 
were above ground.-But how could you be so 
cruel as to lea,·c us?" 

I turned round to him, and looked with a degree 
of contempt that I hoped would ha,•e quieted him : 
but he had not the sense Lo understand me; and, 
attempting to take my band, he added, " Such 
a demure-looking lady as you are, who'd have 
thought of your leading one such a dance ?-Come, 
now, don't be so coy; only think what a trouble l 
have had in rwwing after you!" 
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•• The trouble, Sir," said I, " was of your own 

cl1oice,-not mine." And I walked round to the 
other i;ide of Madame Duval. 

Pel"l1aps I was too proud ;-but I could not en­
dure that Sir Clement, whose eyes followed him 
with looks of the most surprised curiosity, should 
witness his unwelcome familiarity. 

Upon my rcmmal he came up to me, and, in a 
low , oice, said, " You are not, then, with the :\li1·­
vans ?" 

o, Sir." 
" And, pray,-may I ask,-have you left them 

long?" 
" o, Sir." 
"How unfortunate I am !-but yesterday I sent 

to acquaint the Captain I should reach the Grove by 
to-morrow noon! However I shall get away as fast 
as possible. Shall you be long in town?" 

" I believe not, Sir." 
"And then, when you leave it-which way­

will you allow me to ask, which way you shall 
travel?" 

"Jndeed,-1 don't know." 
ot know !-But do you return to the Mirvans 

any more?" 
"I-I can't tell, Sir.'' 
And then I addressed myself to Madame Duval, 

with suG}.i a pretended earnestness, that lie was 
obliged to be silent. 

As he cannot but observe the great change in my 
situation, which he knows not how to account for, 
there is something in all these questions, and this 
unrestrained cmiosity, that I did not expect from a 
man, wl10, when he pleases, can be so well-bred as 
Sir Clement vVillough):>y. He seems disposed to 
think that the alteration in my companions autho­
ri11es an alteration in his manners. ll is true, he 
has always treated me with uncommon freedom, but 
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never before witl1 so disrespectful an abruptne!S. 
This obserrntion, which he has given me cause to 
make, of his changing with the tide, has sunk him 
more in my opinion than any other part of his con­
duct. 

Yet T could almost have laug11ed when I looked 
at Mr. Smith, who no sooner saw me addressed by 
Sir Clement, than, retreating aloof from the com­
pany, he seemed to Jose at once all his happy self­
sufficiency and conceit: looking now at the baro­
net, now at himself; surveyiug, with sorrowful 
eyes, his dress; struck with his air, his gestures, 
his easy gaiety ; he gazed at him with envious ad­
miration, and seemed himself, with conscious in­
feriority, to shrink into nothing. 

Soon after, Mr. Browu, running up to us, called 
ont, " La, what, i'n't Miss Polly come yet?" 

" Come," said Mr. Branghton; " why, I thought 
you went to fetch her yourself, didn't you ?" 

" Yes, but I couldn't find her ;-yet I dare say 
I've been over half the garden." 

" Half? but why did not you go over it all?" 
" Wl1y, so I will: but only I thought I'd just 

come and see if she was here first?" 
" But where's Tom ?" 
",vhy, I don't know: for he would not stay with 

me all as ever I could say : for we met some young 
gentlemen of his acquaintance, and so he bid me 
go and look by myself; for he said, says he, I can 
divert myself better another way, says he." 

This account being gi,•en, away again went this 
gilJy young man; and l\fr. Branghton, extremely in­
censed, sai<l he would go and see after them himself. 

" So, now," cried :Madame Duval, " lie's gone 
too! why, at this rate, we shall have to wait for one 
or other of them a11 night!" 

Observing that Sir Clement seeme<l disposed to 
renew his inquiries, I turned towards one of the 
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paintings, and, pretending to be very much occu­
pied in looking at it, asked M. Du Bois some ques­
tions concerning tl1e figures. 

"0 .Mon Dieu !" cried Madame Duval," don't 
ask him; JOUr best way is to ask Mr. Smith, for 
he's been here the oftenest. Come, i\1r. Smilh, I 
dare say j'OU can tell us all about them." 

" \Vhy, yes, Ma'am, yes," said l\1r. Smith: who, 
brightening up at this application, advanced towards 
us with an air of assumed importance, which, how­
evet·, sat very uneasily upon him, and begged to 
know what he should explain first: " For I ham 
attended," &aid lie, " to all these paintings, and 
know every thing in them perfectly well; for I am 
rather fou<l of pictures, Ma'am; and, really, I must 
say, I think a pretty picture is a-a very-is really 
a very-is something very pretty-" 

" So do I too," said Madame Duval ; " but pray 
now, Sir, tell us who that is meant for?" pointing 
to a figure of Neptune. 

" That !-why, that, Ma'am, is,-Lord bless me, 
I can't think how I come to be so stupid, but really 
I have forgot his name ;-and yet, I know it as well 
as my own too :-however, he's a Genenll, :Ma'am, 
they are all generals." 

I saw Sir Clement bite his lips; and indeed, so 
did I mine. 

" Well," said Madame Duval, " it's the oddest 
dress for a general ever I see !" 

" He seems so capital a figure," said Sir Clement 
to Mr. Smith, " that I imagine he must be Gene• 
ralissim.o of the whole army." 

" Yes, Sir, yes," answered Mr. Smith, respeo• 
fully bowing, and highly delighted al being thus 
referred to, " you are perfectly right ;-but I can• 

. not for my life think of his name ;-perhaps, Sir, 
you may remember it?" 
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'' No, really," replied Sir Clement, "my ac• 
quaintauce among the generals is nol so extensive." 

The ironical lone of voice in whicl1 ~ir Clement 
spoke entirely disconrertrd \fr. Smith; who ag-ain 
retiring lo ::n humble distance, seemed sem,ibly 
morlilied at the failure ol' his allempt Lo reco"\'er his 
consequence. 

Soon aflc1· 1\1r. Brnng-hton returned wilh his 
youngest daughter, whom he had rescued from a 
party of insolent young men; but he had nol ~et 
been able lo find the eldest. ~liss Polly was really 
frightened, and drclared :-he would nner go inlo 
the dark walks again. Her father, lea,ing her 
wilh us, went in quesl of her sister. 

\Vhile she was relating her achcntures, to which 
nobody listeue<l more allenlirnly than Sir Clement, 
we saw l\lr. Brown enter the room. "0, la!" 
cried )li!\s Polly, " let me 1,ide myself, and don't 
tell him I'm come." 

She then placed herself bel1ind Madame Duval, 
in such a manner thal she could not be seen. 

" So \liss Poll) is not come yet!" said the sim­
ple swain: " well, I can't think where she can be! 
I'm been a looking, aud looking, and lookiug all 
about, anJ can't find her all I can do." 

""\Yell, but, l\lr. Brown," said Mr. Smith, 
'' sha'n't you go aud look for Lhe lady again?" 

" Yes, Sir," said he, sitting down ; " but I must 
rest me a little bit first. You can'l think hml' 
tired I am." 

" 0 fie, :Mr. Brown, fie," cried Mr. 8mill1, wi11k­
ing at us, " tired of looking for a lady ! Go, go, 
for shame!" 

"So I will, Sir, prcscnlly; but you'd be tired 
too, if you had walked so far : hesidcs, 1 think she's 
gone out of the garden, or else l musl have seen 
something or other of her.' 
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A he, he, he! of Lhe titlering Polly, now be­

traJed her, and so euded this ingenious lillle arti­
fice. 

Al last appeared l\lr. Branghton and Miss Biddy, 
who, with a face of mixed anger and confusion, ad­

dressing herself to me, said, " So, '\1iss, su ) ou ran 
away from me! \Veil, see if I don't do as much by 
you some day or other! But J thought how it would 
be ; you'd no mind to leave the gentlemen, though 
you run away from me." 

I was so much surprised at this attack, that I 
could not answer her fo1· l'ery amazement; and sho 
proceeded to tell us how ill she had been used, and 
that two young men had been making her walk up 
and down lhe dark walks hy absolute force, and as 
fast as el·er they could tear her along; and many 
other particulars, whith I will not tire you with 
relating. In conclusion, looking at 1\1r. Smilh, sl1e 
said, " But lo be sure, thought I, al least all the 
company will be looking for me; so I liltle expect­
ed to find you all hero, talking as comfortably as 
e,er you can. Howeler, I know I may thank my 
cousin for il !" 

" If yon mean me, :\Jadam," said I, very much 
sl1ocked, " I am quite ignorant in what manner I 
can liave been accessarJ to )OUr distress." 

",vhy by running away so. If you'd stayed 
with us, I'll answer for it !\tr. 1'milh and M. Du 
Bois would have come to look for us; but I supposo 
the; could not leave your ladyship." 

'!'lie folly and unreasonableness of this speech 
would admit of no answer. Bul what a scene was 
this for Sir Clement! his surpriso was evident; an<l 

I must acknowledge my oonfusiou was eq11ally 

great, 
\Ve had now to wait for young Branghlon, wl10 

did uot appear for some time; anc) during this in• 
terval it was with difficulty that 1 avoid.cc! Sil- Cle, 
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Rtent, who was 011 the rack of curiosily, aud <lying­lo speak to me. 

,Yhen, al lasl, tl1e hopeful youth returned, a long 
aud frighlful quarrel ensued between him and his 
father, in wl1ich his sisters occasionally joined, con­
cerning his neglect; and he defended himself only 
by a brutal mirth, which he indulged at lheir ex­pence. 

Every one now seemed inclined to deparl,­
when, as usual, a dispute arose upon the way of our 
going, whether in a coach or a boat. Afler much 
debaling, it was delermined that we should make 
two parlies, one hy the water and the other by land ; 
for .Madame Dm·al declared she would not, upon any account, go into a hoatat night. 

Sir Clement then said, lhat if she had no carriage 
in wailing, he should be happy to see her and me safe l1ome, as his was in readiness. 

Fury started into her CJes, aud passion inflamed 
every feature, as she answered, " Pardi, no-Jou 
JO,ty take care of yourself, if you please; but as to 
me, I promise you I sha'n't trust mJself wilh no such person." 

He pretended not to comprel1cnd her meaning; 
yet, to warn a discussion, acquiesced in J1er refusa.J. 
The coach-party fixed upon, consisted of l\Iadamc, 
Durnl, 1\1. Du .Hois, l\Iiss Braughton, and myself. 

I now hegan to rejoice, in printc, that al least 
mu- lodgings would he neither seen nor known by 
Sir Clement. \Ve soon met with an J1ackncy-coach, 
into which he handed me, and tJ1en touk learn. 

Madame Du-ml having already given the coach­
man her direction, J1e mounted the hox, and we 
were just driving off, wJ1eu Sir Clement exclaimed, 
" By J1cave11, this is the very coach I had in waiting for myself!" 

" This coach, your honour !" said the wan; " no. t;ar it i'a't.'' 
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Sir Clement, however, swon1 that it was ; and 

presently, the man, begging his pardon, said he had 
really forgotten that he was engaged. 

I have no doubt but that this scheme occurred to 
- him at the moment, and that he made some sign to 

the coachman, which induced him lo support it : 
for there is not the least probability that the acci­
dent really happened, as it is most likely his own 
chariot was in waiting. 

'Ihe man then opened the coach door, and Sir 
ClemeIJ.t, advancing to it, said, " I don't belieio 
there is another carriage to be had, or I would not 
mcommode you; but as it may be disagreeable to 
you to wait here any longer, I beg you will not 
get out, for you shall be set down before I am car­
ried home, if you will be so good as to make a little 
room." 

And so saying, in he jumped, anrl sealed himself 
between 1\1. Du Bois and me, wl1ile our astonish­
ment at the whole transaction was too great for 
speech. He then ordered the coachman to drive on, 
according to the directions he had already received. 

:For the first ten minutes no one uttered a word ; 
and then, Madame Duval, no longer able to contain 
J1erself, exclaimed, " Ma foi, if this isn't one of the 
impudentest things ernr I see!" 

Sir Clement, regardless of this rebuke, attended 
only to me; however, I answered nothing he said, 
when I could possibly avoid so doing. Mis 
Branghton made several attempts to attract his no­
tice, but in vain, for lie would not take the trouble 
of paying her any regard. 

l\ladame Duval, during the rest of the ride, ad­
dressed herself to M. Du Bois in French, and in that 
language, exclaimed, with great vchem1;nce, against 
boldness and assurance. 

I was extremely glad when I thought our journey 
must be nearly at an end, for my situation wa11 very 
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uneasy to me, as Sir Clement perpet11ally endea­
voured to take my haml. I looked out of the coach• 
wiodo,v, to see if we were near home: Sir Clement, 
i.,toopiug over me, did the ~ame ; and then, in a 
,·oice of infinite wonder, called out, " \Vhere the 

cl-I is the man driving to ?--\.\'hy we are in 
Broad St Gilei.,'s ! 

"0, he's "ery right," cr:---d Iadame Duval," so 
never trouble your head about that; for I sha'n't 
go b) no directions of your's, I 1)fomise you." 

\V hen, at last, we stopped at un liosiel''s in High­
Holburn.-Sir Clement said nothing, but his eyes, I 
saw, were yery busily employed in ,iewing the 
place, and the situation of the house. 'fhe coach, he 
said, belongt'd lo him, and therefore he insisted upon 
paying for it ; and then lie took leave. 1\1. Du 
Bois , alked home with Miss Branghton, and l\la­
dame Dm·al and I retfred lo our apartments. 

How disagreeable an evening's adyenture ! not 
one ,,f the party seemed satisfied, except Sir Cle­
ment, who was in high spirits : bul Madame Dual 
was enraged at meeting with him ; Mr. Brangrfton 

angry with his children ; the frolic of the l\liss 
Brat1ghlons had exceeded their plan, and ended in 
their own ,listress: their brother was provoked that 
there had been no riot; .Mr. Brown was tired, and 
Mr. ~mith mortified. As to myseH~ I muslacknow~ 
ledge, uolhing could be more disagreeable to me, 
than being seen by Sir Clement \\ illoughby with 
a party at once so vulgar in themselves, and so 
familiar to me. 

Aud yon, too, my dear Sir, will, I know, be sorry 
that l luwe met him; however, there is no appre­
heusion of his visiting here, as Madame Duval is 
far loo angry to admit him. 
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