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EVELINA 

LETTER J. 

~V1':LI. A TO TUE REV, MR, VILLAJ?!. 

[ Ilolborn, June 18th. 

·1\1.,oA:\fE D1nal rose ,cry late thi morning, 
aud, at one o'clock, we had jnsl brcakfa ·tcecl, when 
;'\Jiss l3rano-hlon, her brother, l\fr. Smilh, and l\fou• 
sicur Du Bois, called Lo enquire after our healths. 

Thi:- ciYility in JOllll"' Branghton, I much suspect. 
was mere!_- the rosulL of liis father's COJ11maud~; 
but his sister and ~Jr. Smith, I soou found, had mq• 
ti,cJ; of their own. Scarce had tlic_y :-poken Lo ]\fa. 
dam~ Dm·al, when, achancin~~ e:wcrly to me, 
" Pray, Ia'am," said ~ 1-. 'J.U.iLh, " who was th~t gcutleman ?" 

" Pra.), Coq.siu,~ cried Ni~ Branghton, " was 
1iot he the same gentleman you ran away with l.b.!t night at the opera?" , 

" Goodness ! that he wa ," s • <l young· Brangb.• 
ton; " and, 1 declare, as son.a :\5 mer l sa,v him, I thoughl I knew his face." 

" I'm snrc I'll defy JOU to forget him," answet·• 
ed. hi islcr, "if OllOC..JOU had 'Cell J1im: he is tne 
Jine:;t gcnllen,1111 I ever sa, • in lll.) life; don't you thiuk o, Mr. Smith?" 

"\Vhy, JOU wou'l irn tl1e Lad.,- lune Lo ,FQ 
"fOL. II, B 
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said Mr. Smith.-" }'ray, l\la'am, what is the gc-n• 

tleman's name?" • 
"'Willoughby, Sir." 
" \Villoughhy ! I tl1ink I have heard the name. 

l'ray, Ma'am, is he married?" 
"Lord, no, that he is not," cried Miss Brangh­

lon; " he looks too i-marl by a great deal for a 

married man. Pray, Cousin, how did )OU get. ao­

quainted with him?" 
" Pray Miss," said young Brangl1ton, in tl1e same 

breath, " what's his business?" 
" Indeed I don't. know,'' answered I. 
" Something ver) genteel, I dare say," added 

'Miss Branghton, " because he dresses so fine." 

" ll ought to be something that brings in a good 

income," said Mr. Smith; " for I'm sure he did 

not get that suit of clothes he had on under tl1irly or 

forty pounds; for I know the price of clothes pretty 

well.-Pray, Ma'am, can you tell mt: wliat be bas 

a-year?" 
"Don't talk no more about l1im," cried l\Jaclame 

Duval, " for I don't like to hear his name: l he lie, e 

he's one of the worst persons in the world; fur 

tl1ough I ne,er did him no manner of harm, nor so 

much as hurt a hair of his head, I know he was an 

accomplict: with that fellow, Captain 1'lirvan, to 

take away my life." 
Every body, lmt mJself, now crowding around 

lter for an e ·planation, a ,·iolent rapping at. tl1e 

street-door was unheard; and, without an)· prc,·ious 

:notice, in the mid~t of her narration, 8ir Clement 

Willoughby entered tl1e room. They all started ; 

and, with looks of guilty confusion, a!\ if thcv foarccl 

I1is resentment for luning listened to -'ladame 

Duval, they scrambled for chairs, and in a moment 

were all formally seated. 
8ir Clement, aft.er a general how, sino-lino- out 

)ladame Duval, said with his usual easi~c~s: " I 



J :we done mpclf the honour of waiting on you, 
l\ladam, lo enquire if you ham any command· 
to Howard Grom, wl1ilher I am going to-morrow 
morning." 

Then, seeing the storm tliat gathered in l1er CJes, 
before he allowed her time lo answer, he addressed 
himself to me;-" And if you, Ma'am, 11am any 
with which you will honour me, I shall be happy to 
execute them." 

one at all, Sir." 
" :one !-not to l\liss 1\Iinan !-no message! 

110 1 Iler!'' 
" I wrote to liss l\Jirvan yesterday by the post." 
" MJ application should ha\ e been earlier, liad 

I sooner known Jonr address." 
" l\la Joi," c~icd l\laclame Dnrnl, r ecornrin~ 

from her i;urpl'ise, " I belie, e nel'cr noLody saw 
the like of this!" 

"Of what, madam!" cried tl1c umlannlcd Sir 
Clement, turning quick towards her; " 1 hope no 
one has offended JOU !" 

" You don't hope no such a lhing !" cried she, 
l1alf clwakcd with pa!<sion, and risin~ from her 
chair. This moliou was fol11med by the rest; and 
iii a moment, c,cry body ·tood up. 

Still Sir Clement was ol aua,hccl; affecting lo 
make a how of uck11ou-lcd~mc11t lo the company in 
general, he said," Pmy-1 lwg-Ladie:;,-Gcnllc­
lllen,-pray don'l let me disturb you, pray keep 
J0Ur seats. 
, "Pray, Sil'," said Miss Brangl1Lon, mo\ing a 
chair toward J1im, "won'l _you . il clown Jourself?" 
• "You :ire c,Jremely good, fa'am :-rather 
tlian ni:1.ke anv disturhance-" 

All(( so . a~ ing, this slrang-o man scaled him sell~ 
as did in an instant eyer} hotly else, m cu l\latlame 
Vurnl herself, who, Olerpowcrcd by his L lJuc~b, 
~ecwed too full for ullerancc. 
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111.,a, ui&i willt u auch CODlpo8UJl8D fflte 
• expeoted goeat, began tq disoounie 
~,;-1 ...... i~ wi rtaiaty,-the heat of I 

public places in summer,-the emptiness 
-,-and other sqch common topio.s. • 

ehody, ho1Rvei,, anawered him, M11. 
ll!iOUled afraid, youug Braughton ashamed, 
Bo' amazed, Madlu,atl Dunl enraged, and mywelf 
determined not to interfere. All that he oould 6 
tain, was the notice of Miss Branghton, whose Bocl'­
SllljleJ, aad attention, had aome appearance of ~ 
teriug into conversation with him. 

At length, growing tired, I auppose, of 
every body'a ey-es, and nobody's toagqe, 
ing himself to Madame Duval, and to m 
" I regard myaelfas peculiarly unfortun 
jg ha,:iag fixed upon a ti111e fer ~ 'risiit 
Grove, when you are absent from iL" 

~• So I AUpposo, Sir~ ao I supro-,• 
Du I, hastily risiag, and thei 98D 
hastily seating herself;-" J-OU,. t.e a. 
.-.eJMMiy to .-U JOU/I (fUl• ~ aocl 10 
tbiDk tu me tbm,a apia.;-blll, I 
au~ yOIH\tml't ind it ao.., a ...... to 

"'...-gw 
; if: ffel' 



ou're hl11<'k in the face, I ~l•a'11'l hclie,·c j·ou; for 
riobo1ly sh 'n'L pe1•1;ultd me ou uf my scn. rs, that 
I'm rui-ohcd." 

"Do11l1tlcss nol, • Jndarn," answered lie , itlt 
f!lbmc licsit, tiott ; " mul I 11 p' ~ 01 do not su~l et I 
tncr had .uch nu iutention; flt) rt· ·pi.:<'l for .)On-'1 

" 0, ."ir, J tn1're n. ll) l olitc all of n ·udclcn ! tut 
I km_1, \\l!':it il' all for! iL ouh for hat ,ou nm 
1·t!-You could trcal me lik• ;101i dv at i1o ant 

Groyc; hut nu\\ ,·uu .ce l',c a hous :of IIH' own, 
·ou', ea miud h ·"It dle ~ om. If iuto it; hut I 

1-ee· )OUr dt•!"i n, rn ~ou rnctdu'l lrm Ille .)Olll'.clf 
to lake 110 more trou hie ahou l that, for ) ou hall 
nm.er gt•I noll1irio- at m, hou. c,-nol .o much s a 
di~h of tea :-so now, Sit, JOU sec I c,m plity JOU 
trick for trick." 
• T~erc \\ft somcthi1 g- 50 c. h"ctncl. ,..,r s in this 
Rpccch, that it e, en disconcerted ~i1· Ulr111c11t, who 
was loo lunch <'on founded to rnal.e n,· :a. wer. 

Jt" s cmion. to 011.cr\c tl t'ffi.cl lricl hi 
cmbarms~mcut, :uidC(l to lh ft!' •ii ll with hich 

fad n.c l u, al ndtlrcs~cd him, h11il upon th resl of 
the company. H, cry one, who hC'for , . Pl l cl at n 

.Joss how, t)r ifat all, to ucc11p,· a drnit·, no fillcu 
it "ith lh<1 most c .. } c rl'lpu:1'H': and I fr. ,'1nit1'r, 
"ho~ cot111kna11ce had c ·h.ihited Lbe mo~l. trikin"' 
picture of Jllottificd cnv), n w bc>gau 1o rccornr 
l1i. usual c. pr ~sion of tisficd conceit. ,. ouug 
J3ran~hton, too, '"ho had be n appa1 nlly a, ctl oy 
the pr .cnce of rn fine a gcntlC'11 a11, wn. again him­
self, rude and familiar; while his mouth was wid 
distend inlo a broad grin, at hearing· his aunt 
git-e the beau such a tii111nii11g. 

lad 111C Dnval, cucourngl'd by this l!Uccles., 
Joo keel nro'und her , ilh an air of triumph, and cb& 
ti11uc1l J1cr harangue. " Ancl . o, , 'ir, I snppo~ 
-ou hought lo ham hail it all JOUr o b way, 1tn4 

to hne coutcd here as often as you 1ilcull'Otl, utl t• 



EVELINA 6 
l1ave got me to Howard GroYe again, on pnrj,nse 

to barn sen·ed me as yon did before ; but JOU shall 

:sec l'm as cunning as you; so you may (l"O and find 

somebody else to nse in that manner, and to pnt 

your mask on, and to make a fool of; for as to me, 

if you go to tell me sour stories about the To_wer 

11;;-ain, for a month together, I'll never behc,·o 

't·m no more : and I'll promise ~-on, Sir, if yon 

think I like such jokes, you'll find I'm no such 

person." 
" 1 assure you, l\Ia'am,-upon my honour,-! 

r ally don't comprehend-I fancy there is some 

misu11de1·slanding-'' 
" \Vhat, I suppose you'll tell me next you don'I 

know nothing of the matter?" 
" ~ot a rord, upon my honour." 
0, Sir Clement, thought I, is it thus you prize 

your honour ! 
" Pardi," cried Madame Dun:.1, " this is the 

most provokingest part of all! wl1y, you might ai 

-well tell me l don't know my own name." 

" Here is certainly some mistake; for I assure 

JOU, Ma'am-" 
"Don't assure me nothing,'" cried Madame Du­

val, raising her ,·oiee; " I know what I'm sa:ving, 

and so do yon too ; for did not you tell me all that 

about the Tower, aud about '1\1. Du Bois?-whv, 

:t.I. Un Bois wasn't never there, nor .nigh it, aiid 

so it was all your own invention." 
" May there not be twl) persons of the same 

name? the mistake was but natural-." 

" Don't tell me of no mistake, for it was all on 

purpose : besides, did not you come, all in a mask, 

to the chariot-door, and help to get me put in that 

ditch ?-I'll promise you, I've had the greatest 

mind in the world to take the law of you ever 

since ; and if ever you do as much again, ·»o I will~ 

1 illliW"C ,ou !" 
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Here Miss Braughton tittered, Mr. Smith smiled 

c-ontempluously, and young Branghton thrust his 
handkerchief into his mouth to slop his laughter. 

The silualion of Sir Clement, who saw all that 
passed, hccame now very awkward even to himself, 
and he stammered very much in saying, " Surely, 
Madam-surely you-you c-annot do me the-the 
injustice to think-that I had any share in the-the 
-the misfortune which-" ' 

" Ma foi, Sir/' cried Madame Duval, with in• 
creasing passion, " you'd best not stand talking to 
me at thal rate : I know it was you ; and if you 
~lay there a provoking me iu such a manner, I'll 
semi for a constable this minule." 

Y onng Branghlon, at these words, in spite of all 
his efforts, burst into a loud laugh; nor could either 
his sister or l\Ir. Smith, though with more modera­
tion, forbear joining in his mirth. 

Sir Clement darted his eJeS towards tl1em with 
looks of the most angry conlempt; and then told 
~fadamc Duval, tbat he would nol now detain her 
to make his vindication, but would wait on her 
omc time when she was alone. 

" 0 Pardi, Sir," cried she, " I don't desire none 
<>f ) our company; and if you wasn't the most 
1,oldcst pcrso11i11 the world, you would not dai:_e 
look me in the face.'' 

The lia, hu, ha's ! and lie, he, he's! grew more 
:rnd more unc-ontroulablc, as if the restraint, from 
which they h:-td burst, I.ad added to thefr violence. 
Sir Cle@'nt could no lou;er endure b~ing the ob­
• ect who excited lhem; and, h:n·ing no answer 
ready for Madame Duval, he hastily stalked toward• 
lfr. Smith and young Branghtou, and slernly de­
manded what they lan~hed at? 

Struck by the air of importance which he assum­
ed, and alarmed at the angry tone of his Yoice, their 
1ucrriu1cnt cca1ted a.Ii instaut.ancously ai. if it had 
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been dii~Nctl b~ clock-,vork; and they lai•ed fuoI­
isulJ:, now at i,im, now _at each ~Lh. r, \\:! ll1,~ul 
makmg auy answer but a sunplc" olhing, Su-. 
. • "' 0 poui· le coup," m·ied Madame DU\ al, " this 
~s too much! P1•ay Sil', what lmsiness ham JOU to 
come here a ordering people lhal comes to see me? 
I :mppose ne:ll.t nobody must laugh but younelf!" 

" \Vith me, Madam," said Sir Clemenl, bowing, 
"a lady may do any ·11ting, and couscqnently there 
ii,; no liberty in which I shall not be happy lo in­
dulge you :-;-but it has nc,cr been my cnslom lo 
1rive the same licence to gentlemen." 
• .'l'l1en, aclvanciug to me, who had sat very qllietly 
on a window during this scene, he ~aid, ".Mi ·s Au• 
\1l!e, I may at leastacquainL our friends al Howard 
GroYe that I had the honour of lea,ing JOU in g-ood 
l1ealth." Aud then, lowering his ,·oice, he added, 
" For Heaven's sake, my dearest creature, who aro 
these people? and how ~amc you so strangely situ-
ated?" , 
• "I beg my respects to all the family, Sir," an­
twercd I, aloud ; " and I hope JOU will find them 
well." 
• He looked al xne reproacl1fully, but kissed my 
J1and ; and then, Lowiug lo Madame Duvnl and 
l\liss Braughton, passed I astily by the men, and 
made his exit. 
• I fancy he will not be very eager to repeat his 
visit1:,; for I should imagiue he lms rarely, if e,·cr, 
been before in a 'situation so awkward and dis .. 
~grceable. 

Madame l>uval has heen all spirits and exultation 
ever since he went, and only wi. he. Captain J\fir­
v n woulcl call, that she might do the same by him. 
1\tr. Smilh, upon hearing that lac was a baronel, and 

-aeeing him drive off in a very beautiful chariot, de-
··clared that he would not hav laughed upon any 
aocount, had ho known his nmk; and ngre\ 
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extremely hnving missed such an opportunity of 
making so genteel an acqnaintancc. Young Brangh­
tou vowed, that if he had kuown as much, as he 
would have asked for his custom; and his sister has 
tmng his praises ever since, protesting she thought 
all al-Ong he was a man of quality by his look. 

LETTER II. 

EVELINA IN CONTINUATIO!'f. 

[June 21. 

Tim last three evenings have passed tolerably 
(JllieL, for the Vauxhall adventures had girnu l\la­
dame Durnl a surfeit of puLlic places: horue, how­
ever, soon growiug tiresome, she determined to­
uight, she said, to relieve her en1t1ti by some amuse­
ment; and it was therefore settled, that we should 
call upon the Branghlons at their house, and lhcuco 
lH'Oeecd Lo :Marybone Gardens. 

But, before we reached Suow-Uill, we wero 
caught in a showm· of rain : we hurried into Luo 
shop, where the first ohject I saw was l\lr. l\facart­
uey, with a book iu his hand, sealed iu the sa1110 
corner where I saw him last; but his looks were 
still more wretched than before, l1is face JCt tliiu­
ncr, and his eyes sunk almost hollow in his licad. 
He lificd ll1em up as we cnlered, and I eYen thought 
that they emitted a gleam of joy: iuvo1uutaril) I 
ma,le lo him my first courtesy; he rose and boweJ 
wiLh a precipitation that manifested surprise and 
confusion. 

In a few minutes we were joined hy all ll1e fami­
ly, except l\lr. Smith, who fortunately was epgagc-d. 
' Had all the future prosperity of our liH.:s de­
pended upon the g-ood or bad wcathcl' or this creu­
ing, it could uot have been trcate<l. as a,1mbjrct of 

B 3 ' 



to J:VELINA 

grci,.tcr i1np tance. " urc nm·er auy thing was 18 

unlucky!''-;-" Lord, how provoking!"-" Itmigld 

rain for evcr ifit would hold up now.'1-The o, and 

1uch pre~ions, with many an.·ious obser~·a.tio?s 

JJP,.Oll lhe kcnud s, fill od up all the com·ersaL10n till 

the shqwcr ·a.s over. • 
And then a \'ery warm debate arose, wl1etl1er we 

should pursue onr vlau, 01· defer it to some finer 

evening. 'l'he 1\Ii • Branghtons were for the for­

mer; their father was sure it would rain again; 

l\la<lame Duval, though she ddestccl retumiug home, 

:yet dreaded the dampness of the ~ardens. 
M. Du Bois th<'n proposed going to tl,e top of 

the 1,ousc-, to examine whether the clouds loolfotl 

1)1realeni11g or veac-cahlo: ~fo,s Bran~hlon, starling 

at tl,i • propo 0 al, said they 1hight go to i:\Tr. l\lacart• 

Jlp_y's room, if they would, lrnt not to her's. 

'fl1is was enough for tlw hrolhcr; who, with a 

loud I ugh, declared he , ·oulcl 1mm soum fun ; and 

jmmcdiotely k1l the way, calling to us all 'to follow. 

His sisters both ran after, hul no one else moved. 

. In a few minutes youn~ Branghto 1, corn in~ half 

ay dowu stairs, ca1lc1l out, " Lord, ~-hy don't JOU 

all come? wh), here's I1oll's thin6s all aboul the 

· room!" 
. Mr. Braughton then ent; and Madame Duval. 

l)'ho <;an11ot hear Lo he e.·clndcd from whatever is 

going-fonva,d, was lianded up stair. by 1. Du Bois. 

I hesitated ·t few mo111euts whether or uot to joia 

ll1em; but, so11;1 perceiving lhat i lr. l\iacarlncr had 

gnipprd his book, and Lhal l en!!;rO ~ed his ,~·hole 

~ttcnlion, I ptcparcd, from mere erubarrassmenl, to 

follow them. • , 

As I went, I heard him move from his chair, a11d 

walk slowly after me. B licviug that he wi ·hed to 

ttpeak to me, and eal'll<'stl,\ de.-iriu~ myself to know 

if, by )Olll' meau. , l Cl)nltl JlO~i;ibly be of any ser• 

'Vi4}e to Lim, I tir~t il~ckened wy pace, and tl!,eu. 
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tm'l ed baek . .But, thougl1 I thn:t met him half-wayf 
lie seemed to waul coul"agc or rcsolulio11 lo adtlrc~s 
1ne; for, when he aw me rcluruing, with a louh: ex• 
trcmcly disordered, he retreated halstily from foe. 

ot knowing whal I ought Lo do, l wcril to the 
slrecL-<loor, "here J stooil some time, hoping he 
-would be al,le to reco,er hi111self; lrnt, on the con­
trary, his :1gitalio11 iHcrea,,ct.l c, cry 1110menl; lie 
,~alkcd np u11<l down the room in a cptick hut un­
ttca<l_y pace, seeming equally <listre.s <l and irreso­
lute; aml, ut len• Lli, rilh a deep igh, he flung 
himself into a chair. • 

I was so much allcctcd by the appcaraucc of such 
extrcrne anguish, that 1 coll <l re1111tin no longer iu 
the roo1n : I therefore gli<lt-d by him au<l wenl up 
t!lairs ; hut, ere 1 bad gone fh e islep~, he precipi­
tately followetl me, and, in a broke, , oice, called 
out" Madam !-for Hea,cn's sake-" 

He slopped: hut l in~tanlly d(.'~ccuJetl, rcstrain­
irig, a well as I wns aill<', the folnc~s of my orh 
bouccrn. I \\ailed 11ome time, in p:tiuf'ul c pecfa­
tion, for liis i-pcaking: all thal l liaJ Ward of his 
poYC1'lJ occuITing to ine, I was upon tl1 point of 
presenting him my purse; but the tear of mii,,laking 
or olleuding him <letcrrccl m . Finding, howe,er, 
that he continued sileat, I entur~d to say, " Did. 
JOU-,c'ir, wish to speak to me?" 

" I did," cried he "'ilh quioknesll, " but no'W'-l 
ca1111ol!-" 

" Perhatls, Sit, aBo\her time;-perhap8 if yo• 
recollect your~elf-" 

"Another time!" repeated ho mourafully; 
" alas! I look not forward but to misery attd • 
"Pait !" 

" 0, Str," cried I, tlilremely ilheeked, " yo• 
"lftMl not I.ilk tblt8 !~If y•u fonake ~ru:f; ltoir 

you e pect-" 
I i;topped, " TcH lhe, k,ll me." •ie& hei 1'ith 
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eagemeu, '' who yon are ?-whence you et1m.~?__. 
and by what strange means you seem to be arb1t 
and nder of the destiny ofsnch a wretch as I amtf' 

"WouldtoHeaven,"cried I," lcowdserveyollP 
"You can!" 
" And how? Pray tell me how ?" 
"To tell you-is death to me! yet I will tell yOW. 

-I have a 1·ight to your assistance,-you haYe 
deprived me of the on~,l'Jlsource to which) could 
apply,-and therefore-" 

"Pray, pray speak," cried I, putting m, hut 
into my pocket; " they will be down stairs ia a 
moment!" 

" I will, .Madam.-Can you-will you-I tbiflk 
you will !-may I then-" he stopped and pa1188d ; 
"say, will you"-then, soddenly turning from me, 
6 ' Great Heaven, I cannot speak !" and he 
back to the shop. 

I now put my purse in my band, and following 
him, &aid, " If, indeed, Sir, I can assist yon, ,v'hy 

·1bouJd you deny me so great a satisfactioa? Will 
you permit me to-" 

I dared not go on; but witl1 a countenance ver, 
·much ffoftened, be approached me, and said " YOGI' 
v.oice, Madam, is the voice of compassion !-such a 
-voice as theae ears have long been strangers to !" 

Just then young Braughton caJled out vehement 
to me to cotne up stain. J seized the oppottq.­
nity of hastening away: and therefore· sa~, 
" lleaven, Sir, protect and comfort you!" I let 
fall my purse npon the ground, not daring to pn,. 
HDt it to him, and ran up stairs with the utmOll 
•wiftne88. 

Too well do I know you, my ever-honoured ~ 
to fear your displeasure for this action : I mnlll, 
however, assure you, I :.shall need no fresh aupptJ 
during my stay in town, as I am at little ex~ 
:and hope soon ~ ~ID'■ tu Howard Grov,. 
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~oon, clid I say! wl1cn not a fo1·tni~l1L is ~cl e.· · 

}lir<"d of the long and tedious mouth l must linger 
out here! 

I had many willicisms to endure from the Brangh• 
ton , upon account of my staJing so long with the 
&otch mope, as they call him; Lul I attended to 
them ,cry liUle, for my whole heart was fille<l ,,ith 
pity and concern. I wa wry glad lo find the 

lanhone scheme was deferred, another howcr of 
i-ain ·had11g put a sto1; to the di~scnsiou upon this 
1rnhjecl; the rest of the evening wa • emplo) cd in 
mo:st violent q11arrellin~ hctwcn Miss Polly and her 
l>rothcr, on account of the disco, cry made by the 
]alter of the state of her apartment. 

\Ve came ]1ome early; and I lia,·e stolen from 
fatlamc Duval and l\f. Dn Hois, who is here for 

ever, to write to my Lest friend. 
I am most ~incerely rejoiced, tl1at this opportu• 

11ity has offered for my contributing what little re• 
lief was in my power Lo this unhappy man; and I 
J,opc it will he suflicient to enable him to \lay ha 
debts lo lhi • pitiless family. 

LEITER III. 

Mn. TILLARS TO i:n;r,J~A. 

• [Berry ITill. 

DrSPLJL~sunr.? my E,elina!-Jou Iia,·e hut 
<lone your clul} ; }·ou haye hut i-l1own that humanity 
without whiC'h I should blush to own nn· child. It 
is mine, lumc,·cr, to see that ~·our grnPr~sity he not 
repressNl hy your suffering from indulging it; I 
remit to you, therefore, not merely a token of my 
approhation, but an acknowlcdgment of my desire 
to 11arlicipate in your charity. 
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0 m. child, were 111. fort.me equal {o my con­
fidence iu Lhv beuc,olen,·e, with "!ml lrausport 
should I, Lhro~gh th.) Jllcaus, devote it lo the relief 
.of iudigenL, irluc ! yet !cl us not repine at th~ limi­
tation of our power; for w hiJe our bounty 1s pro­
porlio11C'd to our abilitJ, the difforencc of the gr ater 
or le s donatioll can ,\cigh but lilllc i11 the scale of 
justice. 

In rcadiug JOUr account of the misgui,lcd man, 
whos·· mis ry has so hlrp;cly excilcd) our cornpas­
t1ion, I am led to apprcltcml, Lhat Lhis uuluppJ situ­
ation is less the clfoct ofmisi'orlunc than of mis­
couduct. If he i. rcduct· l lo that state of p n crtJ 
represented by the Bran. htor,s, lie i;hould cu(lea­
-vour, by ucti,·itJ r.nd iuduslry, tf.l rclriern his af­
fairs, and not p::. s his time in idle reading in the 
very shop of his <'reditor. 

The pistol i-ccne made me shudder; the courage 
with which~ ou pursued this desperate man, at once 
ilclightcd aud terrified me. Be ercr tlm., my 
ruearest lhcli11a, daunllci;s in the cause of distre. s ! 
let no w<'ak fears, no timid doubts, deter _you from 
the exertion of )OUr duty, according to the fullest 
scn e of i.t tL: L ~ ·ature has implanted in your mind. 
Though genllcness and modesty arc the peculiar 
atlrihulcs of your se:-.., Jet fortitude and firmness, 
when occasion demands them, are \"irlues as noble 
and as becoming in women as in men : the right 
line of conduct is the same for both sexes, thou,,.h 
the manner in which it is pursued may somewh:t 
'l·ary, and he accommod:tlcd tn the strengtli or 
weakness of the diflerenl trarnllers. 

There i:e, howe,er, !-omethlng so mysterious in an 
you h:wo seen or heard of this wretched man, that 
I am unwilling to stamp a bad impression of his 
cl1aracler upon so slight and partial a knowlcilge of 

Jt. Where any thing is ~oubtfu~, the tie!\ of so<'iety, 
au'1 the lawii of humnmty, dnun a .favourable iu-
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t prclation : bu renwmher, mv d ar cl1ilJ, that 
tho e of discretion hrne an eq111.tl claim lo ) our 
regard. 

As lo ir Clcnl('nl \'illoughhy, I kn0w not 110w 
to e • pr s my indi~nalion at bis eoncluct. Inso­
lence o in ·ufli mhl , and the implic:alion of suspi­
cions o shoek iug, irritate urn lo a d, r •e of wrnllt, 
which I hanlly lhou 0 ·ht my· lmosl worn-out pas­
sion wcro c:ipahl of again expcri 1cin . "ou 

rnsl om·cr: with him no more; lie im:igin :;, from 
the pliahilil) of )OUr temper, lhat Jie may offend 
you "itb impunil); but l1is hchaviour ju.l°fics, ua_v, 
call fo1· your a,·owcd resentment; do not, thcre­
fur<', hc~ilale in forbi,l<ling him your sight. 

'l'ho Bt an~hlons, :\fr. Smith, and ) onn~ Brown, 
howcYcr ill-bred aml disagr •cahlc, arc ol~jecls Loo 
oonlcrnpliblc for serious displeasure: ycl I gricrn 
umch tliat my E,eliua shoulil he e.x:posctl to lhcfr 
rudNws~ and impcrlincncc. 

The YCI") <lay tliat this tcdiotr month expire , I 
hall ·cml lrs. Clinton Lo town, wlw will accompany 
·ou Lo Howard Grorn. ' oui: t .. ·w there will, I 

Jwp1•, be short; for J f cl daily au in~rcasing impa• 
ti ucc lo fold my bclo,ed child to lllJ bosom ! 

RTillJR VILLARS, 

LETTER lV. 

J:VELI 'A TO TUE REV. MR. VILLARS. 

[Ilolboru, June 27. 

, I HAYE ju L rccci\"Cd, my clearest .'ir, your kiud 
present, aud still ki11dcr lcltor. .'un;l_v- nc, r ha,1 
orphan o lilll to regret as JOnr gmleful E,·elina ! 
Though muthnle:s, though worse l11nn fathcrloss, 
bcrd\ from infancy of the Lwo firsl and greatest 

hlc ingli o.f life, 11c\:e1· has :;he had cause lo depk>re 
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tiJeir loss; never has she felt tlte omission of a pa.­
nmt'• tenderness, care or indulgence ; never, bat 
from sorrow for them, had reason to grieve at the 
aeparatio11 ! Most thankfully do I receive the tokea 
of your approbation, and most studieusly will I ea• 
deavour so to dispose of it, as may merit your ge• 
nerous confidence in my conduct. 

Your doubts concerning Mr. Macartney give me 
some uneasiness. Indeed, Sir, he has not the a,. 
pearance of a man, whose sorrows are the effect of 
guilt. But I hope, before 1 leave town, to he bet­
ter acquainted with his situation, and enabled, with 
m01·c certainly of his worth, lo recommend him to 
your favour. 

I am very willing to relinqui1h all acquaintance 
with Sir Clement Willoughby, as far as it may 
depend upon myself so to do ; but, indeed I know 
uot how I should be abl• to abao1utely furbid l&ia 
my ,ight. 

Miu Minan, in her laat letter, informs me that 
he is now at Howard Grove, where he oontiauea ia 
high favour with tbe Captain, and is the life ad 
1pirit of the house. My time, since I wrote laat, 
has passed very quietly, Madame Duval having been­
kept at home by a bad cold, and the Branghton• 
by bad weather. The young man, indeed, haa 
called two or three times; and his behaTiour, 
though equally absard, is more unaccountable thaa 
ever: he speaks ver-y little, takes Jw-dly any notice 
of Madame Duval, and never Ju at me without 
a broad grin. Sometimes he approaches me, u if 
with intention lo communicate intelligence of im­
portance ; and then, suddenly stopping aho~ 
laughs rudely in my face. 

0 kow happy shall I be, when the worthy Mn. 
Clinton arrivea ! 

June 29th. 
YClllerday morning, Mr. Smith called to accplUlllt 
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'1 ih tl ll1 Hampstcnd a mhl Wa:, to lie h Id 
-th, t c, ning; anti then he prcii:cnlml • lntlom . 
Um·al \1 ilh one ticket, and hrou 1rlit another to me. 
J thanked him for his i11lcndc1l cidliLY, hut told 
J1im I \\as surprised he had ,o 0011 fo;golten iuy 
lun i,w alrc, d.) declined going lo lhe hall. 

" Lord, i.\la'am," cried lie, "110,; should I sup-
110, • ) on , ·a in enrne~l? come, come, don't be 
cro s; here's 3011r Graudmama read) l.o Luke c, re 
1f 5 ou, 110 ~ ou 1·1111 ha,e 110 fair ohj ction, for ~lie'U 

o that I don' t nm away , ilh }OU. Be."de , 
i'.111' 111, I gol Lim tickets on purpose." 

" Jf H>U were d tcrn1inc1l, ~it," ~nitl I, "in 
111 king· 1m· this oflcr, to allow me no cl1oic , of 
rcfu ·al or ac cptm1ce, I mnst think ID) elf lci<!i 
ohlige<l to ou • inlcnlivtt than 1 wa ·illin lo 
do." 

" Dear fa'am," cried be, " you're i;o smnrt, 
lltcr • is 110 peaking to )Oil ;-imlccd JOU nre mon­
slrou sm. rt, • la'at ! but come, 3our Grandrn. ma 
.hnll a. k you, and then I kno ou'U not b o 
cruel." 

:Mad me Duval was ,. ry 1·eacly to interfere ; she 
de ·irc<l •11 lo 111, kc no furlhf'r opposition, saiu ~be 
i;J10uld go herself, aucl insi Led upon m accomp, nJ­
• ng- her. l t , as in , ain that J remon lratcd ; I 
«>nly iu,:urrcd l1er anger: and l\lr . .'mith having 
gi,·en both the tickets lo Iad:unc Du al with au 
air of triumph, i;aitl ho . houl<l cnll earl.r in the 
c, cning, and look lea,·e. 

I was much rh, grinecl a being tlm compelled 
o c, en th shadow of , n ohli ,llion to :o 

forward a ) oung an; but I d lcn11i11 d tl1 l no­
thin lmuld pre1Pil u~m me Lo dnuce ilia him, 
JO '6 • m I ru~al i hl gi \ offence. 

111 theallcrnoon, when he returned, it wa. evident 
0ml hell rpored to uolh cha1 1 nd n t ui h 111 by 
hl:t appoaraooo : 1111 , itli dl·i eJ in , ·r1 slu•WJ 
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manner, but without any taste; and the ine1epat 
smartness of his air and depol"lment, his visiW. 
struggle against education to put on the fine 
tleman, added to his frequent conscious glanoet 
a dress to which he was but little accuslomed, vei; 
effectually destroyed hi11 aim of figuring, and ra­
dered all his efforts useless. 

During tea entered Miss Branghton and her bl'O!­
ther. I was sorry to obsen'e the consternation of 
the former, when she perceived Mr. Smith. i ha• 
intended applying to her for advic.e upon thi oo­
casion, but had been always deterred by her dii,­
agreeable abruptness. Having cast her eye le• 
veral times from Mr. Smith lo me, with maaifNt 
displeasure, she seated herself sullenly in the wie,. 
dow, scarce answering Madame Duval's inq • • 
and when I spoke to her, turning absolutely away 
from me. 

Mr. Smith, delighted at this mark of his impM­
tance, sat indolently quiet on his chair, endea­
vouring by bis looks rather to display, than to oc,a., 
eeal, his inward sati11faction. 

" Good gracious!" cried young Brang'fAoD. 
•• why, you're all as fine u five-pence ! W.lay, wlaeie 
are you going?" 

"To the Hampstead ball," anawered Mr. Smitli. 
"To a ball!" cried he, " Why, what, is A 

going to a ball ? Ha, ha, ha!" 
" Yes, to be sare," cried Madame D11Val; 141 

don't know nothing need binder 1110." 
"Aad pray, Aunt, will you dance too?" 
" Perhaps I may : but I suppose, Sir, that's neu 

of your busineu, whether I do or not." 
" Lord! well, I should like to go! I should lib 

to see Aunt dance of all things! Bot the joke ia, 
don't believe she'll get ever a partner." 

" You're the most redesl boy ever I ,ee," -"~i,·.-ll• 
Madame Duval angrily: " but I p,omiee y~ 
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. tell your father v. hat you saJ, for l'rn no notion of 

such vu]n-arness." 
" \\'h), Lord, Aunt, what aro you so angry for? 

there's no spcakrnir a word but you fly into a pas­
ion: }Ou're as bad as Biddy or Poll for that, for 

)Oll'1·e ahrn)S a scolding." 
" l desire, '1'0111," cried ::\Iiss Brangl1ton, " you'd 

i-pcak for )Ourself, and not make so frco with my 
11anw.'' 

"There, now, she's up! there's noll,ing but 
quarrelling ,·ith tho women; it's my l.,clicf they 
like it licllcr than, irtuals and drink" 

" Fie, Tom," cried l\lr. Smith, " JOU never 
remember JOUr manners before the ladies : I'm 
sure ) ou llCler heard me speak liO rude to 

111." 

" \Vhy, Lord, you are a beau; but that's nothing 
to me. So if you'rn a mind, you may be so J)Olito 
as to dance ,,ilh Aunt yourself.'' Thcu, with a 
loud la.ugh, he declared it would be good Jim Lo see 
tl1cm. 

" Let it lie 11eye1· so good, or nc,·er so bad," 
cried :Madame Dun!, " JOU wo11't see nothing of 
it 1 promise :you : so pray don't Jct me hear no 
n1orc of sud1 ,ulga1· pieces of fun; for, I assure 
~on, I don't like it. Aud a to my daneing with 
.Mr. Smith, you may sec wonderfuller things tliau 
that any day in the week." 

" \\'h • as to that, l\la.'am," said l\Jr. Smitl,, 
lookin~ much surprised, " I ahYa.JS thought J·ou 
intended to play at cards, and i,o I thought to 
dan e with the JOtrng lady." 

I g-ladly .eized this opportunity lo make my de­
cJaration, that I !'hould not dance al all. 

" ~ 'ot <lance at all!" repeated . liss Brangl1ton; 
"JCll, that's a likely matter truly, when people go 
o liall ·." 
"l wi11h ahe mayn't," aaid the brother; "•~ai1~• 
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tlien l\fr. Smith will ham nohody but Auut for l 
partner. Lord, how nn<l lie'll be!" 

" O as Lo Lhal," said .Mr. S111ilh, " I don't at all 
fear o{prerniliug with the Joung lady, if once J gt;t 

her lo the room." 
" Indeed, Sir," cried I, much olfcnderl hy his 

conceit, " you are mistaken; and therefore 1 Leg 
learn Lo un<lecehe JOU, as you may be assureu my 
resolution will not alter." 

"'l'ltcn, pra), Miss, ifit is not impertinent," cried 
l\liss Branghton sneeringly, "what du you go fori" 

" Merely and solely," answered I, " to comply 
with the request of Madame Durnl." 

" Miss," cried youug Brang-hton, " Bid only 
wishes it was she, t~r she has cast a shcci>'s eye at 
l\1r. Smith this long while ." 

"Tom,"cried the sister, ising-, "l',·e the greatest 
mind in the world to box ) our ears! How dare 
:you say such a thing of me!" 

" o, hang it, Tom, no, that's wrong," said l\lr. 
Smith, simpering; " it is, indeed, to tell the lady's 
secrels.-Hut never mind him, liss Biddy, for I 

·won't belie1e him." 
" ,vhy, I know Bid woulcl give l1er ears to go/' 

returned the brother; " but only Mr. Smith likei 
Miss best,-so does every body cbc." 

"\,\ bile the sister garn him a ,·ery angry nnswer, 
Mr. Smith said lo me in a lo,v , oice, " '"'hy now, 
Ma'am, how can you be so cruel as to be so much 
handsomc1· thau your cousins? Nobotly cau look at 
them when you arc hy." 

" Miss,'' cried young Braughton, " ,vhatever he 
~riys to you don't mind him, for he means no o-ood; 
I'll ghe you my word for it, he·ll nerer marr/ you; 
for he has told me again and again, l.tc'll never mar­
ry as 1011g as lie lives ; besides, if he'd any mind lb 
be married, there's Bid would hare had him loni 

,ago, and thauketl laiJli too." 
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u Come, come, Tom, don't tell secrets; ,·ou'll 

ake the la<li<' afraid of mo: but 1 a~sure j ou," 

lowering his voice, "if I did mm-ry, it should be 

vour com,in." 
~ Shonl<l Le !--did ,ou e,·01•, my dear 1'-ir, hear 

1 • inch uuanthorisctl freedom? I look~d al him with a 

contempt I llid uol wish lo repress, and , -alke<l to 

tho other end of Lho room. 
Ycry i,oon ftcr _ Ir. ~mith i;enl for n hack11cy .. 

coach. \Vhcn I would ha,·e ta.J-en lea,e of 1i~s 

Braughton, sl1c turn6ll augrily from me, witl1out 

111aking any ans"c1·. She supvoses, perhaps, that I 

have i-atbcr sougl1t, than endc, vunred to a, oid, the 

notice aml civilities of tl1is conceited) otm~ m u. 

'fho ball was al the lo11g ,·oom at Hampsleacl. 

'fhis room seems ,·cry w ll named, for I hc•lieve 

t WQuld lie diflicult to find any other epith t "l1ieh 

night with propriety disting-uish it, as it is "ilhout 

on111me11t, l ganl'e, or an~ sort of siugularity, and 

n1ercly to uo mar};e<l h) it's length. 

I was savo1l from the importunities of fr. Smit'h. 

the hogi1111in~ of the m·cning, by 1adame Dm a1'1 

dcc-larina her inlcntion lo d:inc·e the t\\O first dance 

";t11 him hersel[ Mr. ~111ilh's chag-riu was yery 

eYideul; but a!! sl1c paid no regard lo it, he was 

neccs:-ilaled Lo lead her out. 
l was, liowon:ir, hy no means llleased, when she 

tillid sho wa,s dot rmiucd to dance a minuel. In­

dec<l, I , as quite aslonisl1ed, not ha.vin11,· had the 

least idea ·ho would haH' consented to, much le s 

propo cd, such an exhibition of her person. She 

had ~0111c trouble to make her inlcnlinns known, • 

as :\Jr . .'mith was mt11cr averse lo s11ea'king lo the 

nm t0r of tlw cerc111011ics. 
During this minuet, how much 1lid I rojoic in 

bein s111-ro111Hkd only with slra11gers ! ~he danced 

in a style so uncommon; her age, l1cr sl1owy dress, 

aud au unusu,~l quantity of rouge, ili·ew upon ha· 
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the e,·cs, and I fear the derision, of the wlrol" 
comp.~uy. \Vho she danced with, I know uot; but 
1\lr. Smith was so ill-bred as to laugh al her ,·cry 
open] J, and Lo speak of her with as much ridicule 
as was in his powc1·. But I would neither look at, 
nor listen to him, nor would I suffer him lo proceed 
with any speech which he began, expressive of his 
·rexation at being fot·ced to dance with her. I told 
l1im, ·rnry grayely, that complaints upon such a 
,iubjcct might, with less impropriety, be made to c,cry person in the room than to me. 

\Vl1cn she returned to us, she distressed me very 
mncl1, lJy asking what I thought of her minuet. I 
spoke as civilly as I could; hut ll1c coldness ofmy 
compliment evidently disappointed her. She then 
called upon ,rr. Smith to secure a .f{ood place among 
the country dancers; and away they went, thoug-. 
not before he had taken the liberly to say to me in 
a low y·oicc, " I protest Lo JOU, .Ma'am, I shall be 
quite out of countenance, if any of my acquaint• 
ance should see me dancing with the old lady!" 

For a few moments l very much rejoiced at 
being relieved from this troublesome man; bnt 
11carce had I time to cun.~mtulate myself, before I 
wac; accosted bJ auolhcr, who begg£d the favour of lwpping n dance with me. 

I told him that I shoulcl not dance at all; but he 
ll1ought p1·opcr to importune me, i·ery freelv, not 
to be so cruel; and I was obliged to assu~e no 
little haughtiness before I could satisfy him I waa serious. 

Aficr this, I was addressed much in the same 
manner, hy sernral other }Otmg men ; of whom the 
appearance and langu;ige were equally inelegant 
and low-bred : so llial J soon found mv situation 
wa!I hoth disagreeable and improper ; -since, llS I 
was quite alone, l foar I musl seem rather to invite 
thau lo forLitl Lbe oifers an_d notice I received; and 
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yrt ~".I ~real was my apprehension oC !his irterprcla­

lion, t!ial J am ~urc, 111, dear ~ir, ,ou would ha,e 

laughed had ~on seen h~w proudl) iraYC I appeared. 

1 knew not wlH.: lher to he glad or sony, wl,cu 

l\fa<lamP. Durnl and :\Jr. Rmith returned. The latter 

instantly reneVl"c<l his tiresome entreaties, and Ma­

dame Duval said she would go to the card-table; 

and as soon as she was accommodated, he desired 

us lo join the dancers. 
I will uol trouble ~-ou with the arguments which 

followed. .:\lr. 8milh teast:d me till l was weary of 

rcsistauce; and 1 should al last ha,c been ohligcd 

to snhmit, had I not forlmiatch· recollected tl,e af­

fair of l\fr. Lmel, and told my persecutor, that it 

was impos~ible I .hould dance "ilh him, e,en if I 

wished it, a I had refused sewral person in his 

ah. cncc. 
lle wa. not conlenlccl with being extremely cha­

grined; but took the lihcrty, openly aud "annly, 

to e postulate with me upon not ha,ing said I was 

cuga~ed. 
The total disregard with whic-h, in,oluntarily, I 

)icard l1im, mad him soon chau~c the snh,iccl. In 

truth, I Imel no power lo atlcll(l lo him ; for all my 
thoughts W<'t'e • occ11pie(l i11 re-tracing the lransac­

tions of the two former lialls al whieh l h:icl hecn 

prcseul. 'l'he varly-thc coin crsation-thc com­

Jl:lll)·-0 how i;rcat the eontrai-t! 
Jn a short time. howm er, he contrived to draw 

nlJ attention to himself, h_y his e • treme imperli­

nenc-e ; for he chose to e-xprcss what he called his 

admiration of me, in lt>rms so open and familiar, 

that he forced me to c.· 1n·css IPJ di. plea~nre with 

equal plainncs,. • 
lfol how was I snrpriscd, when I found lie l1a<l 

tlie lemerilY-whal else <•an I call it?-to imp11lo 

111v resenln;ent to doul,t of hi!i honour: for he said, 

"' bly dear 1\fa'am, you must be a little llalieut; l 
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assm•e you T J1a,·e no bad designs, I have not upoa 
my word; hnt, really, there is no resohing up~n 
such I\ thing as matrimony all at once; w,l1at w1lh 
the loss of 011e's libcrtv, and what with the ridicule 
of all one's act1uaintan~e,-I assure ~-ou, l\Ia'am, yo11 
aro the first lad_y ,,J10 c,er made me even demur 
upon this suliject; for, aflcr all, my dear 1\la'am, 
marria~c is Lh dolil." 

" Your opinion, Sir," answered I, " of either the 
married or the ·inglc life, can l1e of 110 ma11nc1· of 
consequence to me ; and therefore I would by 110 

weans trouLle '"nu lo di cuss their different merit ." 
" "hy, rcaily, Ja'am, as to JOUr being a little 

oul of sorts, I mnst own l cau'l wonder al it; for, 
to be sure, marriage is all in all with the ladies; 
but with us g·cnllcmcn il's quite another thing! 
Now only pul yourself in lllJ phce ;-suppose yoa 
l1ad ueh a large a.:quaintancc of genll men as I 
J,a,c,-and Lhal JOU had alwaJs been used Lo ap­
pea1· a little-a little smart among thcm,-why 
110, , l1ow should you like to Jct JOUrsclf down all 
at once iuto a marri d man?" 

I could not Lell whal to answer ; so much con­
ceit, and so much ignorance, both astonished and 
silenced me. 

" I assure yon, :Ma'am," added he, " there is not 
only Miss Bi<l<ly,--though I should have scorned 
to mention her, if her brother had not blab'd, for 
•I'm quite particular in l,eeping ladic secrcts,­
liut there are a great many other la<li~s that have 
been propo ·e<l Lo me ;--but I never thought twice 
of auy of luem, that is, not iu a serious way :-iO 

JOU may'" rJ \\ell be proud," ofiering to tllke my 
L;unl;" for l a~surc you, there is nobody so likcl,­
to calch m , ttl last as JOurself." 

", ir," cried J, drawing ID)'selfhaeka: hauihtily 
as I could, "~ou are Lutally mistaken, if JOU ima­

."ginc )OU hani.giveJ1 me any pride l felt not IJcfore, 
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hJ this conversation; on the contrary, JOU must al~ 
low me to tell you, I find it too humiliating to beac 
with it any longer." • 

I then placed myself behind the cliair of .Madam4r _ 
Duval : who, when she lJCard of the partners I had 
refused, pitied my ignorance of the worl<l, but no 
longer insisted upon my dancing. 

Judeed, the extreme vanity of this man makes 
me exert a spirit which I did not, till now, know 
that I possessed : but I cannot endure that he should 
think me at his disposal. 

The rest of the ernuing passed very quietl J, as 
l\tr. Smith did not again attempt spealting to me; 
except, indeed, after we ha<l left the room, and 
while i\ladame Durnl was scaling l1erself in thi, 
coach, he said, in a voice of pique, " e · t time I 
take the trouble to get auy tickets for a young: 
Jacly, I'll make a bargain before-hand, that sho • • 
shan't turn me o,·cr to her grandmother." 

,v e came home Ycry s:1fe; ancl thus ended this so 
long projected and most disagreeable affair. 

LE1YJ'ER V. 

EVELINA I'!-< CONTINUATION, 

I II AVE just reccin•d a most affecting letter front 
Mr. 1\lacartncy. J will inclosc it, my dear Sir, for 
your perusal. l\Iorc than e, er have I cause to re­
joice that J was :thle lo assist him. 

llfr. Mucartmy to llliss Anville. 
Mndrun, 

btPRESsTrn with t :c dc>epe!=t, the mosl heartfelt 
nsc of the exalted humnnily with which you 

h:n e rescued from dcstniclion an unhappy . Lranger, 
How me, with the humhlc.st gratit,Td~, to offer yoa1 

YOL, l~ C 
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~my fervent acknowledgments, an<i to implore your 

pardon for the terror I ha,·~ caused you. . 
You bid me, \fadam, li,·c: I have now, mdeed, 

a muti,·e for life, since l should uot willing!) quit 

the world. while I withhold from Ll,e ueedy and 

distressed any share of that charity which 3: dispo-

1ition so nohlc would vthenvise bestow upon them. 

The heum·olcnce with which .)OU have intere~ted 

yourself iu my affairs, indu!'cs me to suppo~e ~-ou 

would wish to be acquainted with the cause of that 

desperation from which yon snatcl1ed me, and the 

particulars of that misery of which ~ou have so 

wonderfully been a witness. ·Yet as this explana­

tion will require that l shonld dirnlge secrets of a 

nature the most delicate, 1 must intreat you to re­

gard them as sacred, c, en though 1 forbear lo men­

tion the names of the parties coucerned. 
1 was hronght up in Scotland, tl,ough my mother, 

wl10 had the sole care of me, was an English-woman, 

and had not one relation in that couut~v. She de­

-voted lo me her "hole time. 'fhc re.tirement in 

wl1ich we Ii, ed, and the distance from our natural 

friends, she oflt'n told me, were the effect of an un­

~onquerahle melancholy with which she was seized 

upon the sn<lden loss of my father, some time be­

fore I was born. 
At Aberdeen," here I fiuii;J,cd m~' education, I 

forn~ccl a friendship with a youug m;n of fortune, 

which I con<1i•lcred as the chief happiness of my life: 

- but, when he quilled his studic,,, I considered it 

as my chief misfortune; for he imme<liatel y prepared, 

l>y direction of his frien<ls, to make the tour of Eu­

rope. As I was designed for the church, and had 

llO prospect cyen of m.lintcuance but from my own 

industry, I scarce dared permit c,,en a wish of ac­

companying him. It is true, be woulrl joyfully 

La~e horue my exrcncPs : hut mY :ilfoction was aa 

free from 111ea11.ne.ss a& bis own : a~<l J tllade a delcr-



EVELINA 27 
mi11alion tl1c most solemn, ne, er to lessen its dig­
nity hy s11hmitti11g to pccuniar.} olJligatiuns. 

\Ve corrc@ponded with great regulariLJ, and tl1e 
tnost u11hounded confidence, for tl.c space of two 
JCars, when he arri,cd at LJous in his waJ l1ome. 

He wrote me theuce the most pressing im·itation 
to mcP.t him al Paris, wl1cre l:e intend<'d lo remain 
some time. 1\IJ desire lo <'omply with hi rcciuest, 
and shorten our nhsence, was !-.O earnest, that my 
mother, loo in<lulgcut to control 111c, lent me" 1,:;t 
a~sislaure was in her power, and, iu an ill-fated 
moment, I set onl for Lbat capital. 

Al} 111eeti1:g with this dear friend was the hap­
pie ·t nent of my life : he introdncecl me to all l1is 
neq11ai11lancc; and so quickly did time seem lo pa~s 
al that delightful vcriod, that the si. · weeks 1 had 
allotted for my slay were ' go11c, ere I was sensible 
1 had 111i:-0-cd so man) daJS. But I must now own, 
that the eompauy of my friend was not the sole 
, uhjecl of my fc,Jicil) : I liecarne acquainted wilh 
a ~ <11111~ Ind), dau~htcr of an Engl i. hmau of dis­
tinction, with whom 1 formed nn al!:wl1me11t, 
"l1ich I ha, e a thomand times ·rowed, a thousa1:d 
times sincerely tl:ou?"hl, would he lnsting as my 
Jifo. She had hut ,;usi quilled a comcnt in which 
she 11:id hcrn plated when a child, nnd tl1ou~h 
:En~lish hy birth, rhe could sean~ly speak her 
n:iti,c Jangrn:µ;c. Iler pcr:-011 anddisposilion were 
<'qually t·ngagi11g; ln:t chiefly 1 adored her for tl;e 
grcalnc~s of the c ·pectnlions, '"hicli, for my ~ake, 
1!l1e was \\illing- Lo resign. 

\\ hen the time for m_y residence iu Paris expired, 
I was almo:t distracted al tl1c itlca of quillin~ l1er; 
)Ct l had not the courage lo make 0111· allachmcnt 
known to her father, who mi~hl 1carn11ahl) form 
for her sueh ,i,ms as woulcl rnal e him r<',;t'CL, "ilh 
a cnntcmpl which I <·0111«1 nol h·ar to think of, ·11ch 
an cficr as mine. Yd I h.11! free accc_:; lo the 
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house, where she seemed to be left almost wholly tu 

the guidance of an old servant, who was my fast 

friend. 
But to be brief, the sudden and unexpected re-

turn of her father one fatal afternoon, pro,·ed the 

beginnino- of the misery which has m·e1· since de.: 

voured ,;e. I doubt not but he had listened to our 

conversation; for he darted into the room with the 

rao-e of a madman. Hea·rnns ! what a scene fol­

Jo~ved !-what abusive language did the shame of a 

clandestine affair, and the consciousness of acting ill, 

induce me to brook ! At length, howe,·er, his fury 

exceeded my patience, he called me a hcggarly, 

cowardly Scotclunan. :Fired at the words, 1 drew 

my sword; he, with equal alertness, drew his; for 

he was not au old man, but, on the contrary, strong 

and able as myself. In rnin his daughter pleaded; 

-in ·vain did (, repentant of my ang,:r, retreat-his 

reproaches continued: myself, my count1·y, wc1·e 

loaded with infamy, till, no longer conslraining my 

rage,-we fou~ht,-and he fell! 
At that moment I could almost ha,·e destroyed 

myself! The young lady fainted with terror; the 

old servant, drawn to us by the noise of the scuffle, 

entreated me to escape, and promised to bring in­

telligence of what should pass lo my apartment. 

The disturbance which I heard raised in the house 

obliged me to comply; and, in a stale of mind in• 

conccirnhly wretched, I tore myself away. 
My friend, whom l found al home, soon disco­

vered the whole affair. It was near midnight before 

the woman camt;}, She told me that her master 

was living, a11d her young mistress restored to 

her senses. The absolute nccessilv fo1· my leavin"' 

Paris, while any danger rcmaine'd, was forciblj 

u.-ged by my friend : tl1e sen·ant promise<l to ac­

quaint him of whatc,·e1· p:tsscd, and he to trans,ui~ 

to me her information. 'I'hus circumstanced, wit\ 
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the as~isl:mce of tJ1is dear friend, I effecled my de• 
}Jarture from Paris, and, not long after, I ret,;rnecl 
to Scotland. I would fain have stopped by the 
way, that I mig-ht l1a,·e been nearer the scene of all 
my concerns; but the low state of my finances de­
nied me that satisfaction. • 

1'be miseral,le situation of my mincl was soon 
disco,·ered by my mother ; nor would she rest till 
I communiratcd the cause. She J1eard my whole 
story ~ith an agitation wl1ieh astm_Jiijhed me :-the 
name of the parties concerned seemed to !llrike l1er 
with horror :-1,ut when I said, Tr'e_fiiught, and he 
fell;-" l\fy son," cried . lw, " you li:n e then mur­
dered your father!" ancl slw sunk breathless at mj 
feet. Commenls, Madam, upon sncl1 a scene as tl1is, 
would lo .' ou be rnperflnous, aud to me agonizing : 
I cannot, for bol11 our sakes, be too concise. \.\'hen 
1,J1e n·coYerecl, she confessed all the particulars of a 
talc which she had hoped nc,·er to ba,e rc,·ealed.­
Alas ! the loss she had sustained of my father was 
not by death !-bound to l1cr by no ties but those 
of honour, he had ,·oluntarily deserted hcr!-Her 
5ctlling in Scotland was not the effect of choice,-
11hc "••S hanishcd thithe1· by a family but too justly 
inremul.-Pardon, l\Iadam, that I cannot be'inoro t:.xplicit! 

l\l_v senses, in Ilic p:rcatness of my misery, actu­
ally forsook me, aud, for more than a week, I was 
wholly delirious. 1\1) unfortunate motlier was yet 
Jnorc to he pitied; for she pined "·ith unmitigated 
sorrow, elcrnally reproaching l1erself for the danger 
to which l1cr too slrict silence bad exposed me. 
'\Vhcn I rccoYcrcd my reason, my impatience lo hear 
from Paris almost deprind me of it again ; and 
tho11g}1 tho length of time I waited for letlers might 
jtfftl_r be nllrihut(]cl to contrary winds, I eoulcl not 
henr the delay, and was twenty times upon the point 
of returning thither at all hazards. At length, how-



EVELINA so 
ever, several lelLcrs arrived at once, and from lhe 

mosl insupportable of my afilictions I w,1s then re­

lieved; for they acquainted me LlnL the h01:rors of 

parricide were not in resen·e for me. They 111for1n• 

ed me also, that as soon as Urn wouml was healed, a 

journey would be made lo England, where my un• 

happy sister was to be received by an aunt, with 

whom she was lo live. 
This intelligence somewhat quieted the violence 

of my sorrows. I instantly formed a plan of meet­

ing them in London, and, by re,·e:iliug the whole 

dreadful story, convincing this irrilalecl parent that 

he had nothing more lo apprehend from his <laugh-

. ter's unfortunate choice. My mother consented, 

and gave me a letter to prove the truth of my as­

sertions. As I eouhl but ill afford lo make this 

journey, I travelled in the cheapest way that was 

possihlc. I took an ohscure lod~ing,-I need not, 

Madam, tell you wherc,-and hoarded with the 

people of the house. 
Here l languishecl, week after week, vainly hop• 

iug for the arrirnl of myfu111ily; hul my impetuo• 

sily had hlindcd me to th~ imprudence of which I 

was guilty in quilting Scotland so h:islily. My 

woumlctl father, a.fler his recovc1·y, rela.p,;ca; and 

when I had wailed in the most comforllc1,.-; situation 

for six weeks, ffi) friend wrolc me word, that the 

journey was yel deforred for some Lime louger . 

. My finances w<!re then nearl.\· C'l.lnusted ; and I 

was oblig-ed, though most 11nwilli111?;ly, Lo he·~ fur• 

tber assistance from my mother, tbat l might return 

to Scotland. Oh, M, dam !-my auswe~· was not 

from her-;elf;-it was _w,itten by a lady who had 

long IJeeu her eompamon, and acqn·, inted me that 

sbe had been taken sucl<lcnly ill of a fever,-and 

was no more! 
The compassionat'3 nature of which you have 

giveu. such noble proofs, assures me I ueed not, if 1 
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ould, paint to you tl1e ang-ui~h of a mind over• 

whelmed wilh such accmnulate<l sorrows. 
lnclosed was a. lcller to a near relation, which sho 

l1ad, <luring her illnc s, with much difficulty, writ­
ten; and in which, with the strongest maternal tcn­
dcrnei;s, she described my deplo1·able situation, and 
intreated his interest to procure me some preferment. 
Yet so sunk was 1 by misfortune, that a fortnii;-ht 
elapsed heforn I had Lhe courage or spirit to attempt 
delilCring this letter. I was then compelled to iL 
hy want. 'l'o make my appearance with some do­
ccney, I was neces. itatcd myself to tlic melancholy · 
task of changing my coloured clothes for a suit of 
mourning ;-and then I proceeded lo seek my re­lation. 

I wa informed he was not in town. 
Jn Lbis desperate situation, the pride ofmy Jieart, 

which hitherto had not howed to ad,ersity, gaye 
way; and I dctern1ined lo intrnat the ass:!llauce of 
mv friend, whose offered services I had a thousand 
tii"i-ie,; rejected. Y cl, Madam, so hard is it to root 
from Lhe mind its favourite principles or prejudices, 
call Lhem which you please, that I lingered another 
week ere I had the resolution to send away a letter, 
which I regarded as the death of my independence. 

Al length, reduced lo my last shilling, dunned 
in~olenlly by the people of the honse, aud almost 
famished, I sealed this fat.al letter; au<l with a heavy 
heart, determined to take it to the posl-otlice. But 
l\fr. Braughton and his s011 suffered me not to p1si1 
through their shop wilh impunity; they insulted 
me grossly, and threatened me with imprisonment, 
if I <lid not immediately satisfy their demands. 
Stung to the soul, I bid them ha,e but a day's pa­
tience, and tluug from them in a state of mind too 
terril,le for description. 
, Iy letter, which I now found would be recei·red 
too late to save me from disgrace, 1 tore into a 
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thousand pieces ; and scan:e could I refrain. frtt111 

putting au imtantancons, and unlicensed, period to 

my existence. 
Jn ll1is disorder of my senses, I formed the horri-

ble plan of turning foot-pad ; for which purpose I 

returned to my lodgin~, and collected whatever of 

my apparel l could part with; which I immediatd1 

sold, aud with U1e produce purchased a lirace or 

pistols, powder ancl shot. I hope, however, you 

will believe me, when I most solemnly assure _you, 

my sole intention was to frighten the passcugcrs l 

should a~sanlt with these daugerous weapons; which 

't had not loaded, but from a rcsolution,-a dreadful 

one, I own,-to save myse/f from an ignominiouf 

death if seized. And, indeed, I thought, that if I 

could hut procure money sufficient to pay Mr. 

Dranghton, and make a journey to 8cotland, I 

should soon be ahle, by tl1e public papers, to dis­

cover wl10m 1 hacl injured, and to make p1·ivatc re-

lrihulion. 
But, l\Jatlam, new to e,crJ species of villainy, 

my perturhation was so great, that I could with 

dilliculty support myi-clf; )Cl the Branglitons ob­

senccl it not as I llassed through the shop. 

Ht:rc !"stop :-what followed is better known to 

ypursclf. lllit no time can e, er efface from mJ 

Il_!emory that moment, when in the very action or 

p~paring fo1· my own destruction, or the lawlc~ 

seizure of the property of others, you rushed 

inl.o the room and arrested my arm !-It was 

indeed an awful moment !-the hand of Providence 

acemed to interYetie between me and eternity: I 

beheld you as an angel !-I thou~ht ,·ou dropt 

from tlic clouds !-'rhe earth, indeed, iiad never 

presented to my ¥iew a form so celesti:tl !-\\"hat 

wonder, then, tha~ a spectacle so astonishing 

1hould, to a man d1sorde1·cd a11 I was, appear too 

l,~auliful to be h_umau ? 
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And now, Madam, that I l1ave performed this 

pai11ful task, the more grateful one remains of re­
\Hlrding, as far as is in my power, your generous 
goodness, by assuring you it sliall not ho thrown 
away. You have awakened me to a sense of tho 
false pride hy which I have been actuated ;-a pride 
which, while it scorned assistance from a friend, 
scrupled not to compel it from a stranger, though 
at the hazard of reducing that stranger lo a situation 
as destitute as my own. Yet, oh! how ,ioleut was 
the struggle which tore my conflicting soul ere I 
could persuade mJself to profit hy the benevolence 
which JOU were so evidently disposed to exert in my f.wour ! 

• Uy means of a ring, the gift of my much-re­
gretted mother, I ha,e for the present satisfied l\!r. 
Hranghton; and, by means of JOUr compassiou, I 
J10pe to support mJself either till I hear from my 
friend, lo whom at length I ham written, or till 
the rchtion ofmy mother returns to town. 

To talk to _you, Madam, ofpa)ing mydeht, would 
l>e \ain; T never can~ the ~ervice JOU ha,·e done me 
exceeds all power of return: ) ou have restored mo 
to my s<•nses; JOU l1a,·e taught me to curb those 
Jla~sions wl1ich hercft me of them; and, since I 
cannot aHiid calarnil\", to bear it as a man! An in­
tcrpo~ilion so wondc;·fully circumstanced can never 
lie recollcclc<l without b<'ncfit. Vet allow me to 
say, the pecuniary part of my olJlig·atiou must be 
setlll'd hy my Jirsl ability. 

1 am, )Jadarn, with the most profound respect, and heart-felt gratitude, 

Your olJedient, 
and devoted humble servant, 

J. l\hcA.nT.·r:y. 
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LE'ITER VI. 

J!. VE LIN A IN CONTINUATION. 

[Holborn, July i.-5 o'clock in the mornin:, 

0, Sm, what an adventure l1ave I to write !-all 
nigl1t it has occupied my thoughts, and I am now 

risen thus early to write it to you. 
Yesterday it was settlecl tliat we sl1ould spend 

the evening in l\farybonc Gardens, where M. T 
.a celebrated foreigner, was to exhibit some 

works. The party consisted of Madame Duval, all 

tl1e Branghlons, M. Du Bois, Mr. Smith, and Mr, 

Brown. 
We were almost the first persons who entered the 

Gardens, Mr. Ilranghton having declared he weulcl 
have all he could get for his money, which, at best, 

was only fooled away at such silly and idle places. 

We walked in parties, and very much detached 

from' one anothe~·. Mr. Brown and Miss Polly led 
the way hy themselves; Miss Branghton and Mr. 

Smith followed; and the latter seemed determinecJ 

to be revenged for my behaviour at the ball, bj 

transferring all his former attention for me to Miu 

Braughton, who received it with an air of cxulta• 

tion; and very frequently they each of them, thougli 

from different motiYes, lookecl back, to discover 

whether I observed their good intelligence. Ma­
dame Duval walked with M. Du Bois, and Mr, 
Braughton by himself; but his son would willingly 
have attached himself wholly to me; saying fre­
quently, " Come, Miss, let's you and I have a Jittle 

fun together: you sec they ha,·e all left ,1s, so now 

let's leave them." But l begged lo be excused, 

and went to tl1e other side of Madame Dm·al. 

This garden, . as it is called, is neither striking 
for m1tgnificc11ce nor for beauty ; and we were 

all 110 dull and languid, that 1 was extremely glu 
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, ,J1cn we were surnmoned Lo the orchestra, upon the 
opening of a t:onccrt; in the conrse of which I had 
the pleasure of hearing a concerto on the violin l1y 
1\Ir. Barthelemon, who to me seems a pla)er of ex­
quisite fancy, feeling, and variety. 

\Vhcn notice was given us that the fire-works 
were preparing, we hurried along to secure good 
places for the sight ; but very soon we were so en­
circled an<l incommoded by the crowd, that l\Ir. 
Smith proposed the ladies s1,ould make interest for 
a form to stand upon : this , as soon effected : and 
the men then left us to acc.ommodate themselves 
beller; saJing they would return the moment the 
exhibition was m·er. . 

The fire -work was rea1ly beautiful ; and told, 
with wonderful ingenuity, the story of Orpheus and 
Eurydice : but, at the moment of the fatal look 
~hich separated them for eHr, there was such an 
explosion of fii-c, and so horrible n noi~e, that w.e 
all, as of one accord, jumpt hastily from the form, 
and ran away some paces, fearing that we "ere in 
danger of mischief, from the innwnerable sparks of 
fh-e which glittered in the air. • 

For a moment or two I neither knew nor conSI­
dered whither I had run; but my recollection wai 
soon awakened by a stranger's addressing me with, 
" Come nlong with me, my dear, and I'll take care 
of you." 

I started ; and then to my great terror, perceived· 
t11al I had out-run all my companions, and saw not 
one human being I knew ! \ ith all the speed in 
my power, and forgetful of my first fri!{ht, I hai­
teued back to the place I had left ;-hut fouu<l the 
form occupied by a new set of people. 

In ,ain, from !lide to side, I looked for some face 
I knew; I found myself in the ruitl t of a crowd, yet 
without party, friend, or acquaintance. I wnlked 
iu disonlefe<l hiis~c; from place to place, without 



knowing which way to turn, or _whilhc1· I went. 

E,·ery other moment l was spoken t~ hy some _hold 

and unfeeling man; Lo whom my d1str~ss, winch I 

think must be very apparent, only furnished a pre­

tence for imperti11e11l wilticisms, or free gallantry. 

At last a young olficer, marching fiercely up to 

me, said, " You are a sweet pretty crca~nre, and 

I enlist you in my service ;" and then, with great 

violence, he seized my ha111l. I screamed aloud 

with fear; and forcibly snatching it away, I n 

hastily up to two ladies, and cried, " for Heaveu'1 

aake, dear ladies afford me some protection!" 

They heard me with a loud laugh, but very rea­

dily said, "Ay, let her walk between us;" and 

each of U1em took hold of an arm. 
Then in a drawling, ironical tone of voice, they 

asked w1wt had- j1·ightened my liHle Lmly~hip? I 

told them my adventure very simply, and intreated 

they would have the good11css to assist me in find­

ing my friends. 
0 yes, to be sure, they said, I should not want 

for friends, whilst I was with them. Mine, l 11aid, 

would be very grateful for any ch·ilities with which 

they might favonr me. But imagine, my dear Sir, 

how I must be confounded, when I ohservcd, that 

every other wonl l spoke produced a loud laughi 

However, I will nol dwell upon a com·crsation, 

which soon, to my inexpressible horror, convillced 

me I had sought protection from insult, of those who 

were then~seh·es most likely ~o offer it1 You, m1 

dearest Sir, I well kuow will both feel for, and 
pity my terror, which l have no words to de11cribe. 

Had I been al liberty, I should have instantl1 

run away from tbern when I made tbe shocking di .. 

coYery ; but, as they held me fast, that was utterl1 

impossible : and such was my dread of their resent­

ment or abuse that I did not dare make any opea 
attempt t.o escape, 
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'l'he_y askc<l me a thousan<l questions, accompa­

nied by as many halloos, of who I was, what I was, 
and whence I came? My auswers were ,cry inco­
herent ;--but what, goo<l Heaven, were my emo­
tions, when, a few moments afterwards, I perceived 
a<lvancing our way-Lord Orville! 

NcHr shall l forget what I felt at Lhat instant: 
liad I, indeed, been sunk to the guilty state which 
such companions might lead him to su~pect, I 
could scarce have bad feelings more cruelly de­
pressing. 

Howc\'er, to my infinite joy, 11e passed us with­
out distinguishing me; though I saw that in a 
careless manner, his CJ es surveyed the party. 

As soon as he was gone, one ol these unhappy 
women said, " Do you know that young fellow?" 

~ot thinking it possible she should mean Lord 
On·ille hy such a term, I readily answered, "No, 
l\fadarn." 

" \Vhy then," answrrcd she, " ~ou have a mon­
strous good :,tare for a little countrJ !\I iss." 

I now found 1 had mistaken her, hut was glad to 
:noid an e:s.planalion. 

A few minutes after, what was my delight to l1car 
the ,·oice of Mr. Brown, who called out, " Loni, 
i'11't that :Miss what's her n:i"me ?" 

" Thank God," cried I, suddenly springing 
from tMru both, " thank God, l have found my 
party." 

l\fr. Brown was, however, aloue; and, \\ithout 
knowing wbat I did, l took hold of his arm. 

" Lord, l\fi~s," cried he, " we',·e Imel such a hunt 
you can't think! some of them thought ~ou was 
gone home: hut I saJs, saJS I, I don't thiuk, say& 
I, that she's like lo go borne all alone, says I." 

" So that ~entleman belong~ to Jou, .Miss, does 
he ?" said one of the wome11. 

" Yes, l\fadam," answered I, " and I now thank 
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you for JOUr civility ; but as I am safe, will not 

gi,e you any further trouhle." 
I courtsicd sligl1tly, and ·would l1ave walked 

away; hut most unforlnnatcly, Madame Dmal and 

the two l\lif's Branghtons just then joined us. 

They all began to make a thonsa11d inquiries_; lo 

which I briefly answered, that I had been obliged 

to these two ladies for walking with me, and would 

tell them more another lime: for though I felt great 

comparative courage, l was yet too much intimi­

<lated by their prese11ce, to dare be explicit. 

Nevertheless, I vcnturecl once more to wish tl1em 

good night, and proposed seeking l\Jr. Branghton. 

These unhappy women fo,tened lo all that was said 

with a kind of callous curiosity, and seemed deter­

mine<l not to take anv hint. But my vexation was 

terribly augmented ,~hen, after ha-iing whispered 

something to each otlter, they ,ery cavalierly de­

clared, that they iI1lended joining our party! and 

then, one of them , ery boldly took hold of my 

arm, while the otl1er, going ronnd, seized that of 

l.Ir. Brown; and thus, almost forcibly, we were 

mo,ed on between them, aud followed by Madame 

Dnval and the l\liss Bran~htons. 
It would he ,·cry dilficult to say wl1ich was 

greatest, my fright, or l\lr. Brown's con~ternatioo; 

who ,·enture<l not to make the least resistance, 

though his uneasiness made him tremble almost a~ 

much as myself. I would instantly ha,e with­

drawn my arm; l)1Jt it was held so tight 1 oould 

not move it; alld poor Mr. Brown was circum~ 

stauced in the same manner on tl1e other side ; for 

I heru:d him say, " Lor<l, :Ma'am, there's uo need lo 

squce'./.C one's arm so !" 
And this was om· situation,-for we had uol taken 

tl1rce steps, when,-O Sir,-wc again met Lor<l Or­

ville !-but not again di<l he pass quietly hy us:­

•nhappily I caught his eye ;-both mine imwedi• 
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ately were bent lo the ground ; but he approached 
me, and we all stopped. 

I then looked up. He howed. Good God, with 
what expressirn eyes did he rep;arcl me! Never were 
surprise and concern so strongly marked :-yes, my 
clear Sir, he looked greatly concerned ; and lhal ,the 
remembrance of that, is the only consolation I feel 
for an ernning the most painful ofmJ life. 

\Vital he first said I know not; for indeed, I 
seemed lo ha,·e neither ears nor underst:mding; 
but I recollect that I only courtsied in sileuce. 
He paused for an instant, as if-I believe so,-as if 
unwilling to pass on; and then, finding the whole 
party detained, he again bowed, and Look leave. 

Indeed, my dear Sir, I thought I should have 
fainted; so great was my emotion from shame, 
vexation, and a thousand other feelings, for which 
I liarn no expressions. I absolutely tore myself 
from the woman's arm; and then, disengaging my­
self from that of Mr. Brown, I went to Madame 
Duval, and besought that she would not suffer me 
to he again pal'led from her. 

I fancy-that Lord Onille saw what passed ; 
for scarcely was I at ]ihcrty, ere he returned. 
Methought, my dear Sir, the pleasure, the surprise 
of that moment, recompensed me for all the cha­
grin I had before felt: for do you not think, that 
his return manifests, from a clmracter so quiet, so_ 
reserred as Lord Orville's, something like solici-: 
tnde in my concerns? such at least was tho inter­
pretation 1 iuvoluntarily made upon aga.in seeing 
him. 

\Vith a politeness to which I h:n·e been sometime 
·rnry little used, he apologised for returning; and 
then inquired after ll1e health of Mrs. ~fo·van, and 
the rest of the Howard Groye family. The flatter­
ing conjecture which I lwxe just acknowledged, had 
so womlerfu11y rrstored my spiriL'l, that I believe.I 
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ne,·er answered l1im so readilv, and with so little 

(;Ollsvaint. Very short, howe.;er, was the durati?n 

of this conversation ; for we were soon most d1s­

:tgreeably interrupted. 
The :Miss Branghtons, though they saw almost 

immediately the characters of the women to whom 

I had so unfortunately applied, were, nevertheless, 

!I0 weak and foofo,h, as merely to titter at their be• 

lia, iour. As to Madame DuYal, she was for some 

time so strangely imposed upon that she thought 

they were two real fine ladies. Indeed, it is wonder­

ful ·lo see how easily and how frequently she is de­

ceived. Our disturbance, l1owever,arose from ~-oung 

Brown, "Jw "ns now bch•.-ecn the two women, by 

whom his arms were a h~ol utel )' pinioned lo his sides: 

for a few rninnlcs his complaints had been only 

murmured; bulhenowcallc<l out aloud, " Goodness, 

Ladies, you l1urt me like any thing! why, I can't 

walk al all, if JOU keep pincl1ing my arms so?" 

This speech rai~ed a loud laugh in the women, 

:rnd redoubled the tittering of the Miss Branghtons. 

Vor my own 1iart, I was most cruelly confused: 

while the countenance of Lord On·ille manifested 

a sort of in<lignant astonishment; and, from that 

moment, he spoke to me no more till he took 

leave. 
M:ulame Dmal, who uow l>egan to suspect her 

company, proposed our taking the first box we saw 

<•mpty, bespeaking a supper, and wailing till Mr. 

Hrang-htnn should find us. 
i\li~:; Polly mentioned one she had remarked, to 

whic!1 we all turned. Madame Dm·al inslantlv 

~eatcd herself; and the two bold women, forcing 

I h~ fri~l1te11ctl Mr. Bro\\ 11 lo go between them, fol­

lowed her example. 
Lord On illc, with :rn air of gravity tliat wounded 

my very soul, t!,en wished me good night. I said 

J;,,t a wont; lmt my face, if it had an)'. connection 
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with my heart, must liave looked melancholy in­
deed: and so I haye some reason to believe it <lid ; 
for he added, with much more soflncss, though no 
less dignity, " ,vm Miss Anville allow me to ask 
her address, and to pay my respects to licr before 
I learn town ?" 

0 how I changed colour at Lhis unexpected re­
quest !-yet what was the mortification I suflered 
in answering, " My Lord, I am-iu Holborn !" 

He then bowed and left us. 
• \Ybal, what can he Lhink of this adventure! how 
fltrangcly, how cruelly have all appearances turned 
ag-aiJJst me! Had I been blesse<l ·with any presence 
of mind, I should instantly liave cxplaiucd lo him 
the accident which occasioned my beiug· in such 
terrible company :-but 1 ham none! 

As lo Lhe rest of the evening, I cannot relate the 
particulars of what passed; for, to you, I only write 
of what I think; and I can think of Holhing but 
this unfortunate, this disgraceful meeting. These 
two wretched women coulinued to torment us all, 
bnL ei;pecially poor Mr. Brown, who seemed to 
afford them uncommon diversion, till we were dis­
CO\ered by ,\lr. Branghton, ,vho very soon found 
means to rnlcase us from Lhci1· persecutions, by 
frightening them away. \Ve stayed hut a short 
time after they left us, which was all employed in 
explanations. • 

Whate,·er may lJe the construction which Lord 
On-ille may pnl upon this affair, to me it cannot 
fail of beiug unfa\'onrable; to be Heeu-gracious 
Hcarnn ! Lo be seen in company with Lwo women of 
such character !--How ,ainlJ, how proutll.) h::ne 
I wished Lo avoid meeting him ,\ hen onlJ with the 
Branghtons and i\Iadame Dmal ;-but now, how 
joyful should I he had he ~een me to 110 greater 
disadrnutage !-Holbom, too! what a direction! 
h~ who had always-bu.t I will not lormont you> 



EVELINA 

my deareat Sir, with any more of my mo • 
coajectures and appreheusions : perhaps he 
oall,-and Lben I shall have an opportunity of 
plaining to him all the most shocking par& of 
adventure. And yet, as 1 did not le1l him at 
house I lived, be may not be able to diaoover 
I merely said, ii& Holto,·n ; and he, who I 
saw my embarrassment, forbore to ask an 
direclion. 

Well, I must take my chance! 
Yet let me, in justice lo Lord Om11e, 

justice to the high opinion I have alwayt 
tained of his honour and delicacy,-let 
the difference of his behaviour, hen nearl • 
same situation, to that of Sir Clement w· 
He had, at least, equal cause to depreciate 
hi» opinion, and to mortify and sink. me iD m • 
but far dift'erent u hia oonduct :--s,.,pli:•lj 
indeed, he looked, and much urprised :~ 
wu be-volently, not with inaolc,oce. I un 
iaelined lo think, that he co11ld not .e a 
creature whom he had 10 lately known iu a • 
sphere, appear o snddenly, so Lrangely, ao 
graoefally altered iD her ituation, without 
pity aad oonoem. Bu.t whatever might be lus 
aad suapicions, far from suft"ering .the• to int 
Im behaviour, he tlpQk~ Jae looked itb the 
politeneu and attention with which ho W 
laoaoand me hoa oounteaauoed by Mn. • 

Once again, let me drop this BUbjeoL 
In every .morliJlcalioa, ffery diatar....._, 

grateful to my lieut, how sweet to my ret>O 
• the certairaty of J0\U' never ailing te1ndl••·· 
• mpathy, and pro&ep&ioal Oh, Sir, coald l 
this subject. oouJd I wri• u I feel,-ho _ _.__...-
would be &ho llll(9'1P ef you devQted 



EVELINA 

LETTER VII. 
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:EVELINA lN C.ONTINU.\TIO~. 

[H()lborn, July 1. 
LISTLESS, uneasy, and without either spirit or 

courage lo employ myself from the Lime l had 
finished my last lcller, I indolently seatccl mJself at 
lhe window, where, while I \\ailed ~ladame Durnl's 
summons to breakfast, I pereein:d, among the ca1·­
riages which passed by, a coronel•coach, and, in a 
few minutes, from the window of ii, Lord Onillc ! 
I instantly retreated, but not, I bclieH', unseen; for 
the coach immediately drove up lo onr door. 

Indeed, m.r dear ~ir, I must own I was greatly 
agitated; the idea of rccci,·in~ Lord On·illc by 
mysclf,-the knowledge that his visit was entirely 
to me,- the wish of explainin.r the unfortuu, le ad­
vc11lure of yesterday,-and the mortification of my 
present circumstances,-all these thoughts, occur­
ring lo me nearly at lhc s:unP time, occasioned me 
more anxiety, confusion, and perplexity, than I cau 
po~. ibly e~press. 

l beliern he meant to send up his name ; hut the 
maid, unused Lo such a ceremony, forgot it by tho 
wa}, and only told me, that a ~real Lord w, s be­
low, and desired lo sec rue ; and, the next moment, 
lie appeared him. elf. 

If formorl}, when in the circle of l1igh life, and 
accnslomed lo its manucrs, l S6 much admired and 
<li~tiuguishcd the grace, the elegance of Lord Or­
' illc, thi11k, .'ir, how they must strike me now,--
11ow, \\ hen far rcmornd from that splendid circle, I 
Jim with tho-c lo whom cvcu chility is unknown, 
and decorum a 1,trangcr ! 

I am i-nre I roceirnJ him ,·cry awkwardly: de­
pre scu hy a situation so disagreeable-could I do 
oLherwise? ,vhcn his first inquiries were made, "I 
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think m, self very fo1·tunate,'' he said, " in mcdini 

with l\liss Anviile at home, and still more so in 

finding her disengaged." 
I only ·courlsicd. He then talked of l\lrs. l\lir­

,·an, asked how long I had been in town, and other 

such general questious; which happily ga,·e me 

tim~ to reco'l-er from my embarrassment. After 

"'hich he said, "If " fiss Amille will allow me the 

l1011our of silting by bcr a few minutec;" (for we were 

both 1:,landiug) " I wilJ venture to tell her the mo­

tive which, next lo enquiring after lter health, has 

prompted me Lo wait on her thus early.'' 

\\'e were then holh sealed; and after a short 

pause, lie said, " How to apologise for so great a 

liberty as I am upon the point of taking, I know 

not ;-shall 1, therefore, rely wholly upon your 

goodness, and uol apologise at all?" 

I only bowed. 
" I should he extremely sorry lo appear impcrti­

nent,-Jel hardly know 110w to avoid it." 
" Impertinent! 0, my Lord," cried I, e:igerly, 

" that, I am sure, is impossible!" 
" You arc very good," answcre!l he, " and en• 

courage me to be ingenuous-" 
Again he slopped : but my expeclalion was too 

great for speech. Al last, without lookiug at me, in 

u low voice, and hesitating manner, he said, ""\tVere 

those ladies ,vith whom 1 saw you last night ever in 

your company before." 
" o, my Lord,"' cried I, rising and colouring 

"Tiolenlly," nor will they ever be again." 

He ro~e too ; and, with au air of the most conde­

scending concern, said, " Pardon, Madam, the ab­

ruptness of a c1uestio11 which 1 knew not how to in­

troduce as I ought, and for which I have no excuse 

to ofler hut my respect for Mrs. l\lirvan, joined to 

tl1c sinccre5t wi,,hcs for your happiness: yet I fear 

I ha,-e gone loo far!" 
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" I am very sensible of the J1ouour of your JorJ-

1l1ip's attention," said I;" but--" 
" Permit me to assure you,'' cried he, finding I 

hesitated, " that officiousness is not mv characlcris­
tic ; and that I would by no means hav"e risked your 
displeasure, had I not been fullJ' satisfieJ you were 
too generous to be offcnde<l without a real cause of 
offence." 

"Offeuded!" cried I, "no, my Lord, I am only 
grieved,-grievcd, indeed! to find m~·self in a situ­
ation so unfortunate as to he obliged lo make expla­
nations, which cannot but mortily and shock me." 

" It is I alone," cried he, with some eagerness, 
'' who am shocked, as it is I who deserve to be 
mortified. I seek no explanation, for I have no 
doubt; but in mistaking me, Miss Anville injures 
Jierself: allow me therefore, frankly aud openly, to 
tell you the intention of my visit." 

I bowed, and we both returned to our seats. 
"I will own myself to have been greatly sur­

prised," continued he, " wl1en I met ~-ou yesterday 
evening, in company with two persons wbo I wa~ 
sensible merited not the honour of your notice: nor 
was it easy for tne to conjecture the cause of your 
being so situated; yet, believe me, my incertitude 
did not for a moment do you injury. I was satis­
fied that their cl1aracters must he unknown to you ; 
and I thought, with concern, of the shock you would 
sustain when vou discm·ered their unworthiness. I 
should not, however, upon so short an acqnaint­
ance, have usurped the privilege of intimacy, in 
giving my unasked sentiments upon so clelicat.e a 
subject, had I notknuwn that credulity is the 11ister 
of innooence, and therefore feared you might be 
deceiv~d. A something which I could not resist, 
urged me to the freedom I have taken to cautio~ 
you; but I shall not easily forgive myself if I ban 
IKleu 10 unfortunate as to give you pain." 
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The pride wl1icl1 his first question had excitecl, 
now subsided into delight and gratitude; and I in­
stantly related to him as well as I could, the.­
dent which had occasioned my joining the unhappy 
women with whom he had met me. He listened 
with an attention so. flattering, seemed so maoli. 
interested during the recital, and, when I had done, 
thanked me in terms S? polite, for what he WU 
pleased to call my mmdescension, that I was allDOI& 
ashamed either to look at or hear him. 

Soon after the ~aid came to tell me, that Madame 
Dunl de1c1ired to have breakfast made in her owa 
room. 

" I fear," cried Lord Orville, instantly riling, 
" that l ha,·e intruded upon your time ;-yet who~ 
so situated, could do otherwise?" Then, taking ID 
hand, " Will Miss Anville allow me thus to seal •1 
poace ?" he pressed it to his lips, and took leave. 

Generous, noble Lord Orville! how disinterestell 
his conduct! how delicate his whole behariout 
willing to advise, yet af1·aid to wound me !-Can 
ernr in future, reg1-et the adventure I met with at 
l\farybone, since it has been productive of a~~ 
so flattering? Had my mortifications been gill[ 
more humiliating, my terrors still more alanniDII 
snch a mark of esteem-may I not call it so ?-6-oij 
Lord Orville, would have made me ample ~ 

And indeed, my dear Sir, I require some 001111>9 
Jation in my present very disagreeable situalioa; 
for, since he went, two incidents have happe~ 
that, had not my spirits been particularl1 ~ 
would greatly have disconcerted me. 

During breakfast, l\fadame Duval, very abru 
asked, if I should like to be married? and 
that Mr. Brangbton bad been proposing a 
for me with his son. Surprised, and, Im~ 
provoked, I assured her that in thinkinz- of nac, 

• llrangl1ton would very vainly lo~e bis tl:.ne. ' 
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" ,vhy," cried sl1e, " I hai·e l1ad gr:mdcr '\'icws 

for ) ou myself, if once I could get ) ou to Paris, 
and make \OU be owned; but if l can 't do that, and 
)'OU can do no bclle1·, why, as JOU are both my re­
lations, I think to leave my fortune bet\\ccn 3ou; 
and then, if you marry, you neyer need want for 
11othing." 

1 begged her not to pursue the suhject, as, I as­
imrcd her, l\Jr. Braughton was totally disagreeable 
to me; hut she conliuued her admonitions and re• 
flections, wilh her usual disreganl of \\hatevcr I 
could answer. She char!!,ed me, ,cr_y p<>rempto-
1·ily, neither wholly to discourage, nor Jet to ac­
cept l\1r. Branghton's offer, till she !taw what could 
be done for me: the young man, sl1c added, J1ad 
oft~n intended lo speak to me himself, hnt, not 
well ] nowiug how lo introduce the subject, lw had 
desired her to pa,c the way for him. 

I scrnplcd 1101, warmly and freely, to declare my 
:ncrsiou lo this propcsi..l ; bnt it was to no effect ; 
~he concluded, just as l-.hc had begun, by S:l.) ing, 
that l Jiould not /111re him, if I could do ln tter . 

.l. ' othin~, l1oweYer, shall persuacle me to listen lo 
n~ other per~on c011eerning this odious affair. 

I, liceond cause of uneasiness arises, n•q unex­
vecl;dl.), from 1\1. Du Hois; "ho, to my ·infinite 
i;mprise, upon Madame Dmal"s quilling the room 
:1ftcr diuncr, put into my hand a note, and immc­
diatcl, lf'fl the house. 

This nol<• contains an open declaration of an at­
tacl11ncnt to me; w!iid1, J,c ~ar,, he i.hould neTer 
haYc pre. mned to 11am acknowled:;cd, had he not 
l,cc11 informed that :Madame Dm al destin<>d my 
lmnd to ~·oung Branghton,-a match whicl1 he can­
not endure lo think of. Ifo lic:cC'clH'S me C'arnestly 
to pardon his temerity; professes thtt mo"t in,iola­
bln respect; and commih; his fate to time, patienf'e, 
:rnu pity. 
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This coudncl in M. Du Bois gi,·c~ me real ee11-

ccn1, as I was disposed to think Hry well of hiui. 

It will not, howernr, be difiicult lo discourage bim; 

and therefore, I shall not acqu~inl Madame Duval 

of , his lellcr, as I lnn·e reason to believe it would 

o-rcatly displease her. 

LETTER VIII. 

[July f 

0, Srn, how mnch uneasiness must I suffer te 

counterbalance one F-l1ort morning of happiness? 

Yesterday the Branghtons provo~ed a party to 

Kensington Gardens; and, as usual, l\ladame Duval 

insisted upon my attendance. 
\Ve went in a hackney-coach to Piccadilly, and 

theu bad a walk through Hyde Park; which in any 

other company would have heen delightful. l wu 

mucl1 pleased with Kensington Gardens, and thiuk 

them infinitely preferable to those of Vauxhall. 

Young Braughton wa~ extremely trouble!'oOme; be 

insisted upon walking by my side, and talked with 

me almost by compulsion; however, my reserve and 

coldness prevented his entering upon the hatefal 

subject which Madame Duval liad prepared me to 

apprehend. Once, indeed, when I was accidentally 

a few yards before tl1e rest, he said, " I suppose, 

Miss, aunt has told you about-you know what?..,. 

l1a'n't sho, Miss !"-But I turned from him without 

making any answer. - either :.\Ir. Smith nor Mr, 

Browu were of the party ; and poor 1\1. Du Bois, 

when be fonutl that l a, oidecl him, looked so me• 

lauchol.v, that I was really sorry for l1im. 

:"Vhile we ~vere ~trolling rouml the garden, I pet'"' 

ce1ved, walk1ui with a 1iarty of lauies nt i;o1Rc dis• 



EVELINA 49 tanec, Lord Orville! I iuslanlly retreated bel1ind l\liss Bran~hlon, and I kept out of sight till we bad pa:-scd him , !or I dreaded hcing seen b_v him again in a public walk with a party of wluch I "ru; ashamed. 
Happily I succeeded in my design, and i-aw no 111ore of him; f01· a sudden and, iolenl shower of rain made us 'all hasten out of the gardens. ,ve rau till we came to a small green-shop, where we heggrd shelter. Hrrc we found our eh cs in company with two footmen, whom the rain had drin•n into the shop. Tlieir li,·ery I thought I hnd before ecn ; and, upon looking from the window, 1 perceived the ame upon a coachman belonging to a carriage, which I immediately rccollccled lo be Lord Or­ville'. 

Fcarin~ to be known, I wl1isperccl Miss Brangh­ton not lo speak my name. Had I cousidered but :i moment, l should ha, c heen sensible of the in­utility of such a caution, siucc not one of the party call me by any olht•r appcllatiou than that of C011sin 
01· of Miss; but I am perpetually i111 oh·ed iu some distre~s or dilemma from my own hccdlcss11e. s. 

1'his request c. cited ,cry slro11gly lic1· curiosity; and she allackcd me wiLh such eagerness and bluntness of inquiry, thaL I could not amid telling lwr the rea on of my making it, and, consequently, tlmt I \\as known to Loni Onille: an acknowledg~ ment "hich pro,·ed tlie most unfortunate in the world; for she would not rrst till she had drawn from me the circumstances allcu<ling my first making the acqnainlancc. Then, calling to her sister, she said, " Lord, Polly, only think! Mis" has danced with a Lord!'' 
" "'ell," cried Polly, " that's a thing I sliould ne"fer haYc thought of! And pray, Miss, what did n.l be say lo you?" 
,·or,. rr. 

l) 
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Tl1is question was much sooner aske'.l tl1!1! ~t1-

111wered; and they both became so ,cry 1nqu~s1ttve 

and earnest, thaL they soon drew the allenlwn of 

1\Jadamc Dmal and the restofthe party; to whom, 

in a , ·rry short time, they repealed all lhey had ga• 

Lhered from me. 
" Goodness, then," cried :young Braughton, " if 

I was Miss, if I would nol make free wilh his Lord­

/>l1i p 's coach to take me lo town." 
"\\' l1y, ay," said the father, "tl1cre would be 

1,ome sense in that; that would he making some use 

of a Lord's acquaintance, for it would save ua 

coach-hire." 
" L01·d, tiss," cried Polly, " I wish you would; 

for l shoultl like of all things to ride in a coronet-

c-oach." 
• 

" l promise you," said Madame D1nal, " I'm 

glad you've Ll1onght of it, for I don't sec no objeo­

tion ;-so let':; ba,·e the coachman called." 

" "ol for the world," cried I, ,cry much alarm• 

ed: '' indeed il is utterly i111110ssihle.'' 

" \Yhy so?" demanded Mr. Urangl1lon: "pray, 

wl1erc's the gooll of your knowing a Lord, if you're 

uf',·er the helter for him ?" 
" l\Ia jiii, child," said :Madame Duval, "yoo 

don't know no more of the world than if you was 

a bnl,y. Pra), Sir, (lo one of the footmen) tell that 

coadm1an lo draw up, for I wants lo speak to him." 

The man ~tarcd, hut did not mo,·c. •• Prav, pray, 

Madam," said I, " 11ray, 'i\1r. Braughton, );ave the 

goodness lo give up ll1is ]>lan ; I know but 1:ery 

little of his Lordship, and cannot, upon auy ae• 

'.Ollllt, take so great a liberty." 

" Den't say nothing ahoui it," said Madame 0. 

val, " for I shall have it my own way : so, if yo" 

won·t call the coacluuan, Sir, I'll promise you I'll 

call him mTself." 
The footman, ,cry 
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turned 11pon J,is l1eel. Madame Dm a], C':o.trcrnd_v 
irrilalcd, nm out in ll1e rain, aucl );edoucd tll(' 
coachman, \\]JO inslanlly obeJ(·d l1er wmm1rns. 
Shod:<"d ht'~ ond all 1·:xprc~sion, 1 tlC'w afln J1er, 
and eulrcaled her\\ ilh the ulmost carncslm·s., lo 
Jet us return in a lrnck1wy coach :-lrnl, oh !-:-he 
is irnpcnclrablo lo pcrsuai;ion ! . 'he told lhr. man sl1c 
wanted him lo carr,· her direclh lo tow11, and !hat 
she would ans\\cr ·for him to Lord On ille. 'fl1e 
man, ,~ith a Sll<'er, thanked her, lrnl .-aid J,e should 
ans"'cr for hin,self; and was dri, ing- off; "lien 
another footman <'ame up to l1im, with information 
tl1at his Lord was g-one into Kensing·lon Palace, 
aud would not ,rnnt him fur an hour or lwo. 

""'hy, then, friend," said J\lr. Bra11gl1ton (for 
we were follow<'d by all the part~)" where ,,ilJ be 
tl1e great harm of JOm· la! ing- us to to" n ?'' 

" Besides,'' said the sou, "1'11 promise Jon a pot ofhccr for rny own share." 
Th<'se spccehcs had no other ans,\cr from tl1c 

coachman than a loud lau.,.11, \\ l1ich was eclioed hy 
the insolent footmen. l rejoiced at lh,,ir re.sis­
tance; thouo-h 1 was co-lain that, if their Loni had 
witnessed their impcrtincnrl', they" ould Ji:n c heen instnuth ,Ji;.missrd liis scn ice. 

" J>a;·di," cried l\Jadamc Durnl, "if J don't think 
nil the footmen :ire 111<' mo5l impudcukst fcllo"s in 
the ki11g1lorn ! Jlnt I'll promise JOH 1'11 ha,e JOur 
master told of JOUt" airs; so ) uu')] gel 110 good lJy 'em." 

" ,vhy, pra) ," said the coachman, rall1er alarm­
ell, " did my Lord gi,e JOU J,.aic to u.sc Ilic eoach?" 

•• It\ no matter for that," answcrc1l she; " I'm 
:;un' if h<:'s a ;:enllc111a11, he'd let us lune it oonc1· 
ll1an we should IJe wel to lh(' i:kin; hut I'll pro­
mise ) ou he sl1all 1. now l1ow sanl' • ·ou've been, for 
this 3om1g lady knows him very ell." 
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" .\y, that she docs," said Miss Polly; ." and 

she's danced with him too." 
O!i, how I repenlell my foolish mismana~ement! 

The men hit their lips, and lookecl at one another in 

some eoufusion. This was perceivrd by our party; 

who, taking advantage of it, protested they would 

write Loni Orville wonl of their ill behaviour with­

out delay . This quite startled them; and one of the 

footmen offered lo run to the palace, and ask his 

Lord's permission for our having the carriage. 

This proposal really made me tremble, and the 

Bran~htous all hung back 1111011 it; but Madame 

Duya) is never lo be dissuaded frum a scheme she 

]1as once formed. " Do so," cried she; " and give 

this child's compliments lo your master; and tell 

him, as we ha'n't no coach here, we ~houl<l be glad 

to go just as fa1· as Holborn in his." 
" To, no;" cried l; "don't go,-1 know no­

thing of his Lordship,-1 send no message,-1 have 

nothing lo say to him!" 
The men, rnry much perplexed, could with diffi­

culty restrain themselves from resumiug their im­

p.!rtiuent mirth. :\ladame Durnl scolded me very 

angrily, anil then desired them lo go directly. 

" Pray, then," said the coachman, " what name is 

lo be ·given to my Lord!" 
" Anvil le,'' answered Madame Duval; " tell him 

1\Iiss Anville wants the coach; the JOung lady ho 

<lanced with on,:e." 
I was really in an agony; but the winds coulcl 

not have been more deaf to me, than those to whom 

I pleadeu ! an<l therefore the footman, mged by tbe 

repeated threats of lladame Duval, and perhaps re• 

collecting the name himself, actually went to tho 

palace with this strange message! 
He returned in a few minutes; and, bowing to me 

wilh tl1e greatest reapect, ~aid, " l\Iy Lor<l .desiret 
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hi!i complimenl!', and bis carriage will l>e always at 
)liss Am·illc's se1Tice." 

I was i-o much affected hy this politeness, and 
cliagrined at the whole affair, that 1 could scarce 
refrain from tears. l\Jaclarnc Duvd, and the .l\liss 
Branghtons eagerly jumped into the coach, and clc­
i;ired me to follow. I would rather ha,·c suhmiUcd 
to I he sc, eresl punishment; but all resistance was 
,·ain. 

During the whole ride I said 11ol a word: how­
ncr, the rest oft he party were so tall,ativc•, that my 
silence was very immaterial. \Ve slopped al our 
Jo<lgings; hut, when Madame Dm al and J alighted, 
the Hranghtons askerl if they could not he carried 
on lo Snow-Hill? The serrnuts, now all civilitv, 
made no objection. Hcmonstrauccs from me woul~l, 
I too well knew, he fruitle~s; and tll('rcfore, with a 
J,eayy lteart, I retired to my room, and lcfl them to 
their own direction. 

Seldom ha,e I 1iasscd a uigl1t in grc•atcr uncasi­
ness.-So lately to ha, c cleared lllJself in tlte good 
opinion of Lord Onille,-so soou to forfeit it!­
to girn him reason to suppose I presumed lo hoast 
of his acquaintance !-to pu hlislt his ha, ing dauced 
with me !-to tal..c with him a libci-ty I should 
liarn hlushed to ha,c taken with the most intimate 
of my friends !-to treat, with such impertinent 
freedom, one wl10 has honoured me with such dis­
tinguished n~spcct !-Indeed, Sir, 1 could haTc met 
with no accideut that would so cruelly ha,·c tor­
mented me! 

If such were, then, my fceliugs, imaginc,-for I 
cannot descril;e, what I i-ufiered during the scene I 
:un now goiug lo write. 

1'ltis morning, while I was alone in tl1c <lini~g­
room, Jouug Branghtou <·alled .. He entered w!th 
a most important air; and, strnttrng up to me, said, 
., Miss, Lord Orville ends hii- complim<'nts to ~·ou.'' 
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" Lord Onillc !" repeated I, much amazed. 

"Yes, .\liss, Lord Onillc; fu1· I know his Lord~ 

:ship now, as "ell as )Ou.-And a very civil gentle­

man he is, fo1· all he's a Lord." 
"For Heaven' akc," cried I," c:xplain)·ouri;elf." 

" \Vhv, , ou must know, .\liss, aflc1 we left you, 

we met ~villi a little misfortune; but I don·t mind 

it now, for il's all tu,·ned out f0r the best : but, 

just as we were a-going up Snow-Hill, plump we 

comes against a cart, with such a jog it almost 

pulled the co,u:h-wh •d off. Howe,·er, that i'n't 

the worst; for, as I went Lo open foe door in a 

hurry, a-tliinki11g the coach wonld he broke down, 

as ill-luck would ham it, l never minded that the 

glass was up, aud so 1 poked m~· head fairly through 

it.-Only sec, Miss, how I've cut my forehead!" 

A much worse accidl:nt to himself would not, I 

belieYe, at tlHlt moment ha,e gin•n me any concern 

fo1· him: howeve1·, he proceeded with his account, 

for I was too much confounded to inll't·rupt him. 

"Goodnc~s, Miss, we were in surh a stew, us, 

a11d the servants, and all, as ,ou can't think; for, 

bc:sides the g·lass h.-ing hrok~, the co.te!1111an said 

how the coach woul,ln'l be safr to go hat:k to Ken• 

sin~to11. ~owe di1ln't know w'1at to do; however,. 

the footmen saill the) ·J go and tell his Lordship 

what had happrned. So then father grew quite un• 

easy like, for tear of his Lonbhip's taking offonce, 

and prejudicing u,; in our husincss; so he i;aid I 

should go this morning- and asl his pardon, canse 

of h.lving brol,e the glass. ~o then I asked the 

footman Llu• direction, and thev told me he lived in 

Berkeley-square ; so this 1110;.ning· I wenl,-and I 

soon foun1l out the house." 
" Yon did!" cried I, quite out of breath with 

apprehension. 
·' Ye~, l\tiss, and a very fine house it is.-Did 

you eve1· sec i L :" 
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" No!-, ·hy, then, l\liss, I know morl' of his 
Lordship than you do, for all JOH knew him first. 
So, when I came to the dour, I was in a peck of 
tronl,les, a-lhinki11g what I should say to him: 
however, the ( nauts had no min<l I should . 1.ce J,im; 
for lhe_v tohl rue he was bus:, but I mig!11 learn my 
mes. a~c. .Su J was jusl a-eomin; away, when I 
ln:lho11ght 111) self to say I came from 3ou." 

''Fromme!'' 
"Yei;, Mi~·, for you know, why should I ha,·e 

uch a long walk as that for 110Lhi11~? .So I says lo 
the porter, ;.a)~ 1, tell his Lonhhip, sa~ s I, onti 
"·ants lo ~peal- lo him as comes from one :\liss An­
villc, sa\'s I." 

"Go~d Gou," cried I, "and by what aulhudty 
ilicl ~on Lnke sn"h a lihel'ly ?" 

" Goo1!11c~-, • liss, don't be in s1ll'h a hurn·, for 
)Ou'II he as glatl a:; me, whl'n you hear how ,~ell it 

vll Lurncrl 0111. :--o tl1en lhcv made ,,1w for me, a11d 
aid his LordJ,ip woulrl se~ me <lir<'clly: and there 

1 "as led through such .~ h<'ap of ~en aul:1, :1111! so 
many room:-, that my heart quite mis~a, e me; for 
l thought, thinks I, lw'il Im o proud he'll hardly 
let me peak; hut he's no more prou1I than I am, 
;1111I he was as cidl ns if I'd hecn a lonl Ill\. 1!1f . .'o 
tlum I mirl, J hope(! he wouldn't lake it ar11°i:,;s about 
tire glas., for it was quite an acciilc11l; hut he hid 
mo not mcnlio11 it, for it did nut signif,r. ,\11(1 then 
lie airl lie hoped JOU got. safo lionw, and wasn't 
frighlcue,I; ,11ul so I said JC:;, and. J c:,n e _yonr duly 
to him." 

",\Iv dulv to him!" <' claimed I,-" and who 
gani y;rn Ic,;,e?-who dl'sired ·ou?" 

" 0, I did it of my own hca,1, just Lo make I,im 
tl1irik I came from , 011. Bul I should ham told ,ou 
hcfore, Ii°' the fo;Jlmau said he was goin~ ou·t of 
lowu to-morrow crcniug, and that his sislcl" was 
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soon to be marrietl, and that ]1e was a-ordering a 

11eap of things for that; so it" coi~1e inlo. my head, 

:lS he was so affable, Lhat l'tl ask him for ]us custom. 

~ o l saJS, saJS I, my Lord, Sa)·s I, if yo~n- Lor~ship 

i'n't engaged particularly, my father 1s a silver­

smith, aml he'll be , er)' proud to serve you, says I; 

and '.\liss AnYille, as danced with you, is his cousin, 

and she's mv cousin too, and she'd be ,·cry much 

obligated lo· JOU, I'm sure." 
" 'ou·B drirn me wild," cried I, starting from 

my i-eat, "~ou l1a,·e done me an irreparable injury; 

-but I will hear no more !''-and then I ran into 

11n own room. 
·1 was half frantic, I rcaHy raYetl; the good opi• 

nion of Lord Orville seemed now irretrievably lo t; 

a faint 11ope, which, in the morning, I had yainly 

encouraged, that I might see hirn again and explain 

the transaction, wholly ,·anished, now I found he 

was so soon to leave town : and I could not but 

co11cludc, that, for the rest of my life, he would 

1·egard me as an object of ulter contempt. 

The , ·ery idea was a dagger to my heart !-1 
could not support it, and-but I blush to proceed 

-1 fear JOUr disapprohation; yet I should not be 

conscious of having merited it, hut that the repug­

uancc I feel to relate to ·ou what I have done, 

makes me snspect I must h:n·e erred. "'ill vou 

forgive me, if I own Lhat ! _first wrote 110 ace m;t or 

this transaction to :Miss Mirvan?-and that I even 

thought of concealing it from JOU ?-Short-Jived, 

however, was the ungrateful idea, and sooner will I 
risk the justice of your displeasure, than unwor• 

thily betray your generous confidence. 

You are now probably prepared for what follows 

-"·hich is a lctter--a hasty !ell.er, that, in the 

height of m_r agitation, l wrote lo Lord Or1>ille. 

"l\h Lord, 
" I am- so 111linitoly asharnecl of the application 
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made ycst<:r<ln_y for yotir Lordship'i; can-iage in my 
name, 1111<1 so greatly shocked at hearing how mud1 
it was injured, that I cannot forbear writing a few 
lines lo clear mJsclf from the imputation of an irn­
perli1,cnce which I blush to be suspcclcd of, and lo 
acquaiut JOU, that the request for JOUI' carriage was 
made against my consent, and the ,isit with which 
you wt•rc i111porluned this morning, without my 
knowledge. 

"I am ine;prcssihly concerned at l1adng been 
tl1e inslrument, howernr innocently, of so much 
lrouhle Lo JOUr Lordship; but I beg JOU to hcliern, 
that Lhe rcadi11g these lines is the only part of it 
which J have girnn Yo!uularily. I am, my Lord, 

" Your Lordship's most humble ser\'ant, 
" Ev~.r 1. 'A Ai-,·11 IE." 

I applied to ihe maid of the house to gel this 
note conrnyed to Berkeley-square; but scarce had 
I parted with it, before J regretted having written 
at all ; and I was flJing down stairs to recovc1· it, 
when the mice of :Sir Clement \Villoughhy i;topped 
me. As Mad.ime Duval had ordered we should he 
denied to him, I was ohlige<l lo return up stairs; 
and after he was gone, mJ aprlication was too la"" 
a11 the maid had girnn it to a porter. 

My time did not pas!I very serenely wl1ile be was 
gone; howm·er, be hrought me no answer, hut that 
Lord On·ille was not al home. \\' hether or not he 
will take the troulile to send any,-m· whether he 
will condescend lo call,-or whether the affait- will 
rest as it is, I know not ;-but, in being ignorant, 
am most cruelly anxious. 

LETTER IX. 
EVELI::-;A IN CONTI UATIO 

[Jt11JJ 4. 
You may now, my dear Sir, send Mrs. Clintoa 

I) 3 
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for your Evelina with as much speed as she c:i.11 
conveniently make the journey, for_ no fu~ther op­
position will be made to her leaving tlus town: 
happy had it perhaps been for her had she neve1· 

entered it! 
This morning Madame Duval desired me to go 

to Snow-Dill, with an invitation to the Branghtons 
and Mr. Smith to spend the evening wilh her; and 
she de!>ired 1\1. Du Bois, who breakfasted with us, 
to accompany me. I was very unwilliug to obey 
her, as I neilher wished to walk wilh l\f. Du Bois, 
nor yet to meet young Branghton. And, indeed, 
another, a yet more powerful reason added to my 
reluctance ;-for I thought it possible that Lord 
Orville might send some answer, or per11aps migut 
ca1l, dming my absence; however, I did not dare 
dispute her commands. 

Poor M. Du Bois spoke not a word during oar 
walk, which was, I believe, equally unpleasant to 
us boih. We found all the family assembled in 
the shop. Mr. Smith, the moment he perceived me, 
addressed himself to Miss Branghtou, whom he en­
tertail!Cd with all the gallautry in bis power. I re­
joice to find that my conduct at the Hampstead ball 
has had so good an dfect. But young Branghlon 
was extremely troublesome; he repeatedly laughed 
in my face, and looked so impertinently significant, 
that I was obliged to give up my reserve to :'.\1. Du 
Bois, and enter into conversation with him merely 
to avoid such boldness. 

" l\fiss," said Mr. Braughton, " I'm sorry to 
hear from my son thal you wasn't pleased with 
what we did about Lhat Lord Orville: but I sl10ulcl 
like to know what it was you found fault with for 
we did all for the best.'' ' 

" Goodness!" cried the son," why, if you'd seen 
Miss, you'd ha,•e been surprised-she went out of 
the room quite in a l1utf, like-" 

" It is too late, now," said I, " to reason upon this 
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uhjecl; lmt, for the future, I must talc tbe liberty 

to rcqm•st, that my name may never be made use of 
without my knowledge. May I tell Madame Dmal 
tlial :_\ ou ,\ill do her the farnur lo actepl her iuvi­
taliou ?" 

"As lo me, l\Ja'am," said l\fr. ~mitl,, "I am 
nrnch oblig('d to the old lady, hut l ha, e no mind 
to Le talen in l,y her again; you'll excuse me, 
:Ma'am." 

All the rest promised to come, and I tlrnn took 
learn; Lut, as l left the shop, I heard Mr. Brangh­
tou say, ". Take courag , Tom, she's ouly coy." 
And, hcfore I had walked ten yards, the youth 
followed. 

I was so mucl1 offended tliat I would uot look at 
l1im, but Legan lo converse with 1\1. Du Bois, wlio 
v.as uow more lirnly tlian I l1ad e,er l1efore seen 
him; for, most unfortunately, he misinterpreted the 
1·cason of my attention to him. 

The 1ir!!l intelligence J received when I came 
J1ome, was, that two geutlemen had called, and left 
cards. I eagerly enquired for them, and read the 
names of Lord Orville and Sir Clement ·willoughby. 
I by 110 means regretted that I missed seeing the 
latter, but perliaps I may all n1y lifo regret that I 
missed the former; for probably lie has now left 
town,-aud I may cc l1im no more ! 

"l\fy goodness," cried young BrangLton, rudely 
looking o, er me, " only think of that I ,ord's 
coming all this way! It's my belief he'd got some 
order ready for father, and so he'd a mind lo call 
and ask you if I'd told him the truth." 

"Pray, Betty," cried I, "how long has he been 
gone?" 

" 'ot two minutes, l\fa'am." 
" Wl,y then, l'll lay you any wager," said young 

Branghton, " lie saw ) ou and I a v,alking up Hol­
burn Hill." 
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" God forbid!" cried I, impatiently; and, too 

much chagrined to bear ,,ith any more of his re­

marks, 1 ran up stairs; but I heard him i;ay to M. 

Du Bois, " l\Iiss is so uppish this morning, that I 

think I had better not speak lo her again." 
I wish l\L Du Bois had taken the same resolu­

tion ; but he cl10se to follow rue into the dining­

room, which lw found empty. 
" Vous ne l'aimt: done pas, ce garron, l\Iadet11oi-

Jelle !'' cried he. 
" Me!'' cried I, " no, I detest him!'' for I was 

quite sick at heart. 
" Ah, tii me rends la vie!" cried he ; and, flinging 

himself al my feet, he had just caught my hand as 

the door w .. s opened by Madame Duval. 
Hastily, and with marks of guilty confusion in his 

face, he arose; but the rage of that lady quite amazed 

me! Advancing to the retreating l\J. Dn Bois, she 

began, in French, an attack, which her extreme 

'WJ'&lh and wonderful volubility almost rendered 

unintelligible; yet I u11derstood but too mueb, 

since her reproaches convinced me she had herself 

proposed heing the object of his affection. 

• He defended himself in a weak and evasive man­

ner ; and, upon her commanding him from her 

sight, very readily withdrew : and then, with yet 

greater violence, she upbraided me with having 

-.educed his heart, called me an ungrateful, design• 

-fog girl, and protested !lhe would neither take me 

to Paris, nor any more interest herself in my af­

tairs, unless I would instantly agree to marr1 

young Braughton. 
:- Frightened as I had been at her vehemence, rhis 

proposal restored all my courage; and I frank11 
told her, that in this point I never could obey her. 

3\fore irritated than ever, she ordered me to quit 

"the-room, • 
Such is the present situation of affairs. I shall 
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c.·cu e Ill)'· elf from seeing the Branghtons this after-
110011: ilHlred, I ne, er wish lo sec them again. 1 

nm sorry, h°' ·c, er innocently, that 1 ham dis­
pleased Madame Dmal; yet 1 shall be very glad 
to quit this town, for I belie,e it <loes 11ol uow con­
tain one person I ernr wish to again meet. Ha<l I 
but seen Lord Orville, I should regret nothing: I 
could then ha'\·o more fully explained what I so 
hastily wrote; Jet it will ahntJS be a pleasure to 
me lo recollect that he called, since l flatter myself 
it was in consc:quence of his being satisfied with my 
leLter. 

Adieu, my dear Sir; the Lime now approaches 
when I hope once more to recei,e your blcs!.ing, 
and lo owe all my joy, all my happiness, Lo )OUr 

kindness, 

LE1TER X. 

l\IR, VILL.ARS TO E\'ELIX.A, 

[Berry Ilill, July 7. 

\VF.LCOMF., thrice, efoome, my darling Evelina, 
to the arms of the trnesl, the fondest of your friends! 

lrs. Clinton, who shall hasten to JOU with these 
lines, will conduct you directly hither; for I can 
consent no longer to be parted from the child of my 
bo. om !-the comfort of my age !-the sweet solace 
of all my infirmities! Your worthy frieu<ls at 
Hov.·ard G1·0-rn mu. t pardon me that 1 rob them of 
the vi:.it you propo. cd to make them before your 
return to Berry Hill, for 1 fiud my fortitude un• 
~qua} to a lougcr i;cparatioo. 

I have much to say to you, ma11y comments lo 

make upon )0u1· late letters, some parts of which 
give 1e no little une, siness; hut I will rcscne my 
rema1·ks for our future conversations. Hasten, then, 
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lo the spot of ll1y uatiYity, t]1e abode of tJ1y youth, 
where uc,cr yet care or sorrow J1a<l power to an­
noy thee.--O that tl1ey might m er be banished 
this peaceful th,clling ! 

Adieu, my dearest E,·eli11a ! I pray but that thy 
1mlisfaction al our approaching meeting may bear 
any comparison with mine! 

ARTHUR V1LLARS. 

LEITER XI. 

EVEL1 . o\. TO MISS l\lIRVA:-.', 

[Bei-ry-IIill, July 14. 
MY sweet 1\Iaria will he much surprised, and I 

am willing lo Halter myself, coneemed, when, in­
stead of her friend, she receives this letter ;-this 
cold, this inanimate letter, which will hut ill ex­
pre~s the feelings of the heart which indites it. 

"\\ hen I wrote to JOU last Friday, I was in l1ourly 
expectation of ~eeing l\Irs. Clinton, with whom I 
intended to ha,e set out for Howard Gr°' e. l\lrs. 
(JJinton came; but my plan was necessarily altered, 
fur she brought me a letler,-the sweetest that uer 
was veuned, frorn ll1e best and kindest friend that 
ever orphan "\\ a S blessed witl1, 1·equiring my imme­
diate atlcndaucc at llerry HilJ. 

I oheycd,-a11d pardon me if I own I obeyed 
"\\ilhont reluctance: aficr so Jong a separation, 
should 1 not cl~c Jia,·e been the most ungrateful of 
mortals ?-And JCt,-oh, Maria! though I wishttl 
lo lea,e London, the gratification of my wish af• 
forded me 110 happiness! and tJ1ongh I felt an im­
patience inexpresisiblc lo return hither, no words, 
no language, can explain the heaviness of heart 
witl1 which I made the journey. 1 belic,·e you 
would l1ar<lly 11am known me ;-indeed, I hardl1 
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know myself. Perhaps, had I first seen you, irt 
your kiml aud sympathising bosom I might havu 
ventured to have reposed e,ery secret of my soul; 
-and lheu-bul lel me pursue my journal. 

l\lr:1. Clinton deli,ercd .l\ladame Durnl a letter 
from l\Jr. Villars, which requested her learn for my 
return; and, indeed, it was very readily accorded : 
yet, when she found, by my willingness to quit 
town, that ;\1. Du Bois was reallv iuditferenl lo me, 
she somewhat softened in my fin-our; and declared, 
that, hut for punishing his folly in thinking of such 
a child, she would not ha,·e consented to my being 
again buried in the country. 

A II the Branghtons called to take leave of me; 
but l will . ot write a word more about them : in­
deed I cannot, with any patience, think of that 
family, to whose forwardness and impertinence is 
owing all the uneasiness I at this moment sufler ! 

So great was the depression of my spirits upon 
the road, that it was with difficulty I could pe1·suade 
the worthy . Jrs. Clinton I was not ill; but, alas! 
the situation of my mind was such as would have 
rendered any mere bodily pain, by comparison, 
ernn enviable ! ' 

And yet, when we arrived at Berry Hill,-when 
tl1e chaise stopped at this placc,-lrow Jid my heart 
tluob with joy !-and when, through the window, I 
beheld the dearest, the mo!>t venerable uf men, 
with uplifted hands, rf'lurning, as I doubt not, thanks 
for my safe arriYal,-Good God! I thought it would 
ha,·e burst my bosom !-1 opened the chaise-door 
myself; I flew,-for my feet did nol seeJn to touch 
the gmund,-into the parlour: he had risen lo meet 
me ; I.ml the moment I appeared he sunk into his 
chair, uttering, with a deep sigh, though his face 
beamed with delight, " My God, l thank thee!'' 

I sprung forward; and, with a 1~leasure that_bor­
dcrctl upon agony, I embraced his knees, I kissed 
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liis ]iands, I wept O'\.er tl1em, hut could not speak~ 

while he, now raising his <·3 cs in thankfulness lo• 

war<ls hea,cn, now howi11g down his rernrend )iead, 

and folding me in his arms, could i-carce articulate 

the b!C'ssing!i "ith which his kind and bcne,·olent 

heart m·crflowed. 
0, 1\liss .\Jin·au, to be so beloved by the best of 

men,-~hould I not be happy ?-Should I have one 

wish save that of meriting his goodness?-Yet think 

me not ungmteful ; indeed l am not, although the 

inlemal sadness of my miud unfits me, al present, 

for enjoying as I ought the bounties of Providence. 

I cannot journalize, cannot arrange my ideas 

into order. 
How little 11as situation lo do with happiness! I 

]iad flattered myself, that, when restored to Berry 

Jlill, I should be restored to tranquillity: far other­

wise ham I found it, for never yet had tranquillitJ 

aud Rvelina ~o little intercourse. 
I blush for what I hani written. Can you, Maria, 

forgi,e my gra, it.y? but I restrain it so much, and 

i;o painfully, in the presence of l\lr. Villars, that I 

know not how to deny myself the consolation of 

iudulging it to you. 
Adieu, nw dear Miss l\lin·an. 
Yet one thing I must add: do not let the scriou~ 

ness of thii- letter decei,e you ; do not impute to a 

wrong cause the melancholy I confess, by suppos. 

ing that the heart of your friend mourns a loo great 

:msccptibility: no, indeed! helieve me it uevcr wu, 

never can be, more assuredly lwr own than at thii 

moment. So witness in all truth, 

Your affectionate 

EvELI.'A. 

You will make my excuses to the l1onourell Lady 

Howard, and to your dear mother. 
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EVJ:J.I::-A IN CO:-,CTINUATIOX. 

[Reny Ilill, July 21. 
You accuse me of m:ystery, and charge me with 

reserve: I cannot doubt but I must ha, c merited the 
accusation ; Jct, to clear myself,-} nu know not 
how painful will lle the Lask. But I cannot resist 
·our J..:iud intrcaties ;-indeed I do Hot wish to resist 

them: for your friendship and aflcction will soothe 
my dmgrin. Had it arisen from any other cause, 
not a moment would I have dcforrcd the commuui­
cation you ask ;-but as it is, I would, were it pos­
sible, not only conceal it from all the world, but 
endcirrnur to· clisbelicrn it myself. Yet since I 
must tell JOU, why trifle with J our impatience? 

I know not how to come to the point; twenty 
times Im, e I attempted it in nin ;-but I will force 
Dl) self lo proceed. 

Oh, )1iss :'.\lirvan, could you cve1· 11ave hclie·rnd, 
tliat ouc who seemed formed as a patteru for l,i111 
fellow-creatures, as a model of pcrfection,-oue 
w110se elegance surpassed all desrription,-whose 
sweetness of manners disgraced all comparison;­
oh, Miss l\linan, could vou c,er ha,e believed that 
Lord Orville, would ha;·e treated m with iu<li~­
uitv? 

• •ever, ne,·er again will I trust to appearauces; 
-nC\·cr confide in my own weak juclgrncnt ;-ucrnr 
lif'lic\·e that per. on to he goou who i;cerns to he 
nmia!Jle ! ,, hat cruel ma:-..ims arc we taught h~ a 
kuo"·Jedge of Luc worl<l !-.But while 111y own re­
flection ab orh me, I forget you arc ~till in mpcnsc. 
I had ju. t finished the last lellcr whi<·h I wrote 
to you· from London, .when Lh<' maid of llu: houso 
1iroughl me a note. It was gi, en lo her, she !'aid, 
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b\· a footman who told her he would call Lhe next 

d;l\ for an a1;swcr. 
;fhis uolc,-bnt let it speak for itself. 

" To }.Ii~s A,wil/e. 
" ,Vith transport, most charming of thy sex, did 

I read the letter with which _you yesterday moming 

favoured me. I am sorry the affair of the carriage 

should have gi,en )OU any concern, lint I am highly 

tlallere<l by the an. icty JOU e. press :,;o kindly. 

Jklie\e me, my lo,el) girl, I am truly sensible of 

the honour of .) our good opinion, and feel myself 

deeply pc,1clratc«I with lo\'e aud ••rnlitude. 'l'he 

corre. pondence yon lune so sweetly commenced, I 

shall Le proud of contiuuing; and I hope the strong 

sense I hare of the favour ) ou do rnc will pren•nl 

) our withdrawing· it. Assure _)'ourself, that l desire 

uothing more ardently than Lo pour forth my thanks 

al YOlll' feet, and Lo oiler those ,O1,s 1\hich arc so 

jus
0

Lly the lrilmte of _your charms and aecomplisl1-

l1lcnls. Ju )Olli' next, l intreat you lo acquaint me 

how long you shall remain in town. The scrrnul, 

whom l !->hall commission to call for an answer, has 

orders Lo ride post with iL lo me. My impatience 

fm· his arrirnl will he ,cry great, tltoui;h inferior 

to that with which I burn lo tell you, in person, ho1v 

much 1 am, my ~wecl girl, yum· grateful admirer, 
"Ott\'IT,LE," 

- "'h,tt a lrll r ! l1ow lrns my proud l1earl :;welled 

c,·cq line I 11:ne copied !"\\"lrnL 1 wrote Lo him ,ou 

1.no;v; tell me, then, my dear fricml, (lo yon think 

iL me'rited sud1 a11 answer !-and that l ha,·e dc­

~enedly incun1.:d the liberty he has taken? 1 meant 

nothing but a simple apology, \\hich l thought as 

mu!'l1 due to 1:' y O\\ n character as to his; Jet, J 

the eonslruclton he seems to lutve put upon it, 

should you not have imagined it contaiued the 

avowal of _~cnlimeuls which rui;;ht indeed havo 

pro,·oked Ins contempt? 
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The moment the letter was <ldirnrcd lo me, J 1·c­

tired lo my ow11 room lo n·ad it; an<l so cager was 
my lin,t pcrn~al, that,-1 am ai;hamed to own,-it 
ga,c me no sensation h1:t of ddig-hl. l.111 . uspicious 
of an) impropriet5 from Lord Un·ille, J rwreei, ed 
uot immediately the impcrtinc11ee it implit•cl,-1 
or,I) 111a1 kcd the e:q)rcsi-ions ol' hi:- own reµ;ard ; 
aucl I was ~o much surprised, lhal l was unable fo1· 
. omc time Lo compose m_ ~elf, or read il :,g:1i11 :-1 
Cl ul«I 01115 \\alk up and do" n tl1c I uom, rnpcati11g­
to lll)fell~ "Good God, is it po, iLlc? -am 1 then 
lo, rd hv Loni On·ille ?" 

H1 I ti1is tlrcam "as soon orer, an1l I awoke lo far 
tlifiereut f1·cli11 0s. l 1pon a secoml rca<ling- I lhoug-ht 
ClCI") \\•ll"d C'hanist d,-il did not :;cetn tl,e same let­
t<'r,-l t·onl«I nollind one scntenc • I hat 1 could look 
al will101 t blw,hing: my astoni lmu. nt was c;,.trcme, 
and it, n~ su1·cce<led hy the utmost iudig11ation. 

lf, as I am ,er5 rend) to nekuu,,lt-dg·c, I enc<l in 
writing io Loni On ille, "as iL for hin. lo punish the 
errnr? Jf he was olleude<I, could he not hR\' Cl been 
ii lent? lf l.e thonghl my kllcl· ill judged, should 
J.c 11ol ha, o pitied my ig·uorancc? Im,<' co11~idcrcd 
my JOUlh, and allowed for Ill_\ incxp ricn<·,:? 

Oh, ~faria ! how Inn e l heen <lecci I ctl in this 
man! \Vo.-.ls h:t1 c no power lo lcll thf' hinh opiuion 
I had< him; to lhal was o,'\ing Ifie unforluuate 
solicitude which prnmplc<l lll.) "riti,;g; a solici­
tude 1 must for cier repent! 

Yd perhaps l ha, e ra Ll1er reason to rejoice I h,m 
to grie, e, s·ncc this affair h:ts shewu me his rcul dis­
po ilion, and rcmmed thal parlialit: which, ,·u,cr­
i1w hi m er_, i1,1pedcction, ldl 0111 y his , irtncs a11tl 
~ood c1nnlitie ,,_,posed lo '1-·iew. Hail the deception 
conli1111 d mu{'lt hinger, 11 d my mind re1·ci,·cd r.11y 
a<ldilioual prt:indicc iu his fa,olir, "ho k11mn, whi­
llwr Ill) rni~takcn idea might ha, o led me? Jndeed 
l lear J " sin greater danger than l apprehended,-
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or can now think of without trembling ;-for, oh, 

if this weak heart of mi11e had been penetrated with 

too deep an impression of his merit,-my peace and 

happiness had been lost for ever. 
I woulcl fain encourage more cheerful thoughts, 

fain drive from my mind the melancholy that has 

taken possession of it; but I cannot succeed: for 

added to the humiliating feelings which so powerful­

Iv oppress me, I have yet another cause of concern; 

_::_alas, my dear Maria, I have broken the tranquil• 

lily of the best of men! 
·1 ha,·c never had the courage to sl1ew him this­

cruel letter ; I could not bear so greatly to depre• 

ciatc in his opinion, one whom l had, with infinite 

anxietv, raised in it myself. Indeed, mv first de· 

tcrmi,;alion was to co~finc my chagrin totally to 

my own hot-om; but Jom· friendly inquiries have 

drawn it from me: and now I wish I had made no. 

concealment from the beginning, since 1 know not 

how lo account for a gra,·ity, which not all my en• 

dcavours can entirely hide or repress. 
My greatest apprehension is, Jest he should ima• 

ginc that my residence in London has given me a 

distaste to the country. Every body I see takes 

notice of my being altered, and looking pale and 

ill. I sl10uld he vc1·y indifferent to all such obser• 

vations, did I not pcrcei,,c that they draw upon mft 

lhe eyes of l\lr. Villars, which glisten with affec­

tionate concern. 
This morning, in speaking of my London ~xpedi· 

Lion, he mentioned Lord Orville. l felt so much dis­

turbed, that I would instantly ham changed the sub­

ject; but he woul,l not allow me, and, very unex• 

pcctcdly, be began hici panegyric, extolling in strong 

tl'rms, bis manly uml honourable behaviour in re­

garcl to the larybone adventure. My cheeks glowed 

witb indignation every word he spoke ;-so lately 

~ l had myself fancied him the noblest of hi11 sex, 
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euw that I was so well eondnred cf 111y mistake, I 

could nol bear to hear l1is nndcscn c<l praises utler­

t:d by one so really good, so uususpectiug, so pme 

of heart! 
\\ hat he thought of my silence aml uneasiness I 

fear lo k11ow; but I hope he will mention the sul1ject 

110 more. I will not, however, with ungl'atefnl in­

dolence, give way to a sadness which l find infecti­

ous to l1im who merits the most cheerful exertion of 

my spirits. I am thankful that he has forborne to 

probe my wound; and I will ende:n om· to heal it 

by the consciousness Lliat I have not desened the 

indignity I ha, e recei,ed. Yet l can11ol but lament 

to find myself in :i world so deceitful, wl1ere wi, 

must suspect what we see, distrust what we bear, 

and doubt even what we feel! 

LETfER xm. 
EVELINA IN CO~Tl:s'UATIO"S', 

[Berry Hill, July 29. 

I MUST own myself somewhat distressed l1ow tu 

answer your raillery: )Cl believe me, my dear 

l\laria, your sug-gestions arc those of fancy, not of 

truth. I am unconscious of the weakness you sus­

pect; yet, to dispel you1· doubts, I will animate 

myself more thau ever to conquer my chagrin, and 

to recover my spirits. 
You wonder, ) ou say, since my heart takes no 

part in this affair, wl1y it should make me so un­

liappy? And can you, acquainted as JOU are with 

the high opinion I entertained of Lord OrvillP, <:au 

)OU wonder that so great a disappointment in bis 

character should aflecl me? Indeed, had so stran;-e 

a letter been sent to me lrom any body, it could not 

1,a,e faile(l shocking me; how much more scni-ihly, 
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then, must 1 feel such an affront, wl1en received 
from the man in the world I had imagined least ca-
11aLlc ofgiring it? 

You arc glad I made no rep] y ; assure yourself, 
my dear friend, bad this letter been Ilic rno~t re­
sn:::ctful that could Le wrillcn, the clan<lcsline air 
~ivcu Lo iL, Ly his proposal of sending bis 1-crrnnt 
for my answer, inste:i.d of having it directed to his 
house, would elfcctuallJ have prevented my writ­
ing. Indeed, I have- au aversion the most sincere 
to all mysteries, all private actions; however 
foolishly and Llameably, in regard to this letter, l 
Lave deviated from the open path which, fi,om my 
earliest infancy, I was taught to lrea.d. 
. lie talksofmyhavingco111menced acniTespo11dencc 
with him: and could Lord Onille indeed believe I 
had such a design ? believe me so forward, so bol<l, 
so strangely ri(liculous? I know not if his man 
called or not; Lut I rejoice that I quitted London 
before lie came, and ·without leaving any mes~ag-e 
foe him. \\'hat, i11deed, could I have said? it would 
Jiave Lreu a condescension very unmerited lo hare 
lahen any, the lc.ist notice of such a letter. 

KcYcr shall I cease to wondet· how he could write 
iL Oh, ~Iarial what, ,vhal could induce him ~o 
causeless\ v Lo wound aud affront one who would 
sooner ha~e died than wilfully offended him?-­
How mortifJing a freedom uf slj le! how cruel au 
implication conveyed by his them/is aud expressions 
of gralitude ! Is it not aslonishiug, that any man 
·can appear so modest, who is so vain? 

F.rnry hou1· l regret the secrecy I have observed 
'"ilh my beloved Mr. Villars; I know uot what be· 
witched me, hnt I fell at first a repugnance to pub• 
lishi11g- this affair that I could not snrmonut ;-aud 
now, I am a:-.hamed of confessing that I have any 
thing- lo confc~~ Yet_ L dP,scn;e to he punished 
for the fal~e delicacy ,,h1ch occasioned my silence; 
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sint'r', jf Lord On•illo liim.df ,,, coulcntcd lo 

to1frit his charael •r, wa it for me, nlmo,L nl the 

c:,.pC'11ecofmy own, to support it? 
Yet I belie, e I shoul<l be , cry easy, uow the frrst 

shock is o,C'r, au<l now th:il I sec the whole afl'ni1· 
with the rc:,eutmenl it merits, did nol all my ,;oo<l 
friends in tbis neighbourhood, who think me e,· ­
trcmcly altered, tease me aheut my gmYily, ancl 
torment .Mr. Villar:. with ohscn al ions upon my de­
jection and falling away. 'l'hc suhj1•ct is no sooner 
•(arled, than a deep gloom overspreads his, e11era­
l1le counten:\nce, a.ml he looks at rnc with a tender­
ness :,,o melanobolv, Lhal I know not how to endure 

the cousciousuess·or e:1.ciling it. 
lrs. Selwyn, a lady of large fortune, who lin•s 

alioul three miles from Berry Hill, and ,\110 has al­
wa)S honoured me wilh yery distingui hing marl·s 
of rcganl, is going in a ~hurl time lo Bristol, and 
l1as proposed lo :i\lr. \ illars to Lake mr. wiLh her for 
the r 'co, cry of my Ii allh. l Jc i;ce1 c<l , ery lllUCh 

distressed ,,hclhcr to con ent 01· refuse; hut I, 
without any hc_itation, warmly oppo. eel the scheme, 
prole tiug 111,v health coulcl 110 where l,e helter than 
i11 this pure air. Uc had lhe ~oo<lncs: to thrmk me 
for this rea<liuc s to sla v with him : hnl he is all 
goodness! Oh, tltnt il "~•-e in my power lo be in­
deed , ·hal, in the kimlncs of hi heart, he has call­
ed me, the comfort of his age, am\ a; lace of bis 

infirmities! 
c,er do I wish lo he a~ain separated from him. 

If here I am ,,.ra,e, cl e,,here I shoulll be unhappy. 
ln his presence, with a ·\"cry little <'.'-crlion, all thu 
checrfuhu:ss of my <lispo ·ition seems ready lo re­
turn; the hcncvolcnce of his co11ntc11a11cc rc;rni­
ma!l·s, the harmony of his tcmpl'r <•ompo cs, the 
pnrity of his clmrnclcr edifies me! l o,H1 to him 
evrry thing! and, far from finding· my debt of g1·a• 
ti tulle a "eight, the firsl pride, the first pleasure of 
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my life, i,; the recollection of the ohligations 0011-

ferrcd upon me by a goodness so m~cqualle<l. 
Once, indeed, I thought there existed another,­

who, when time had wintered o'er his locks, woultl 
l1ave shone fmth among l1is fellow-creatures with 
the same brightness of worth which dignifies my 
honoured .Mr. Villars; a brigl1tness, how snperior 
in value to that wl1ich results from mere quickness 
of parts, wit, or imagination! a brightness, which, 
not coutcnted with merely diffusing smiles, and 
gaining admiration from the sallies of the Epirits, 
reflects a real and a glorious lustre upo11 all man­
kind! Oh, how great was my- error! 110w ill did I 
judge! how cruelly hare I been deceived! 

I will not go lo Bristol, though l\lrs. Selwyn is 
very urgent with me ;-but I desire uot to see any 
more of the world ! the few months I have already 
passed in it, !ta,e sufficed to give me a disgust even 
to its name. 

I hope Loo, 'I shall sec Lord Orville uo more; ac­
customed, from my first knowledge of him, to re­
gard him as a being supaior to his race, bis pre­
sence, perhaps, might banish my resentment, and I 
might forget l1is ill conduct; for oh, l\lari,i !-I 
should not know l1ow to see Lord Orville-and to 
thiuk of displeasure ! 

As a sister I lo\'ed l1im ;-I could have entrusted 
him with e,ery lhought of my heart, had he deign­
ed Lo wish my confidence: so steady did I think 
l1is honour, softminine his delicacy, and so amiable 
l1is nature! 1 ha,·e a lhousaud Limes imagined that 
tLe whole study of his life, and whole purport of hi~ 
reflections, tended solely to the good aud happiness 
of others : but I will talk,-write,-think of him 
no more! 

Adieu, my dear friend! 
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LEITER IV. 
lWELt.·A I~ CO:-.'TINUATION. 

73 

[Berry Hill, August 10. 
You complain of my silence, my dear i\Iiss J\fir­

Tan ;-hut what ha-ve I to write? arralhe does 
uot offer, nor does a foely imagination supply tho 
deficiency. I J1a·rn, however, at present, sufl1cicnt 
matter· for a letter, in relating a conversation l had eslerday with :Mr. Villars. 

Our breakfast had been tl1e most cheerful we 
have had since my return hither; and when it was 
over, be did not, as usual, retiro to his study, but 
r.ontinued lo converse with me while I worked. 
\Ve might, probably, have pa se<l all the morning 
thus sociablv, but for the entrance of a farmer, who 
came to soiicit advice concerning some domestio 
affair.,, They withdrew together into the study. 

The moment I was alone my spirits failed me; 
tl1c exertion with wl1ich I had supported them J,ad 
fatigued my mind; I flung away my work, and, 
leaning my arms on the table, ga,·e way to a train 
of disagreeable reflections, which, bursting from 
the restraint that had smothered them, filled mo with unusual sadness. 

This wa my situation, wl1en, looking towards 
tl1c door, which was open, I perceived Mr. Villars, • 
who was earnestly regarding me. "Is Farmer 
Smith gone, Sir?" cried I, hastily rising, and 1natcbing up my work. 

"Don't let me distm·b JOU," said he, gravely; 
" I will go again to my study." 

" \Viii you, Sir ?-I was in hopes you were com• ing to sit here.'' 
" In hopes !-and why, EYelina, should you hope it ?11 

\'OL, II. 
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This question was so unexpected, tl,at I knew not 

Low to answer it ; but, as I saw he was moving 

away, I followed, and begged him to return. " o, 

my dear, no," said he, with a forced smife, " I only 

interrupt your meditations.'' 
Again I knew not what lo say : and wl1ile I hesi­

tated, he retired. My heart was with him, but I 
bad not the courage to follow. The idea of an ex­

planation brought on in so serious a manner, fright­

ened me. I recollected the inference you had 

drawn from my uneasiness, and I feared that he 

might make a similar interpretation. 
Solitary and thoughtful, I passed the rest of the 

morning in my own room. At clinner I again at­

tempted to be cheerful; bv.t Mr, Vj}lars himself 

,vas graye, and I bad not sufficient spirits to support 

a conversation merely by my own efforts. As soon 

as dinner was over, he look a hook, and I walked to 

the window. I helieT'e I remained near an boor in 

this situation. All my thoughts were directed to 

~onsidering how I might dispel the doubts which I 

apprehended l\lr. Villars had formed, without ac• 

knowledging a circumstance which I had suffered 

so much pain merely to couceal. But while I was 

thus planning for the future, I forgot the present; 

and so intent was 1 upon the subject which occupied 

me, that the strange appearance of my unusual in­

activity and extreme thong'hlfuluess never oc­

curred to me. But when, at last, I recollected my-

11clf, aud turned rmmd, I saw that l\Ir. Vi11ars, who 

bad p~rted with his book, was wholly engrossed io 

alle11iliug to me. I started from mv re,·erie and, 

hardly knowing what I sai<l, asked~ if he had beea 

reading? 
Ha paused a moment, an<l tl1en replied, "Ye11, my 

child ;-a book that holh :ifflicts and perplexes me.'• 

He means me, thought I; and therefore I wade 

1,0 answer. 
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" \Vhal if we road iL together?" continued lie, 

« will you assist me to clear its obscurity?" 
I knew not w1rnl to say; but I sighed involunta­

rily from the bottom of my ]1earl. He rose, and 
approaching me, said with emotion, " fy child, I 
can no longer he a silent witness oftl1y sorrow,-is 
not thy sorrow my sorrow ?-and ought I to l>e a 
stranger to the cause, when I so deeply sympathi~• 
in tl1e effect?" 

" Cause, Sir!" cried I, greatly alarmed, "wJ1at 
cause ?-I don't kuo,v,-1 can't tell-I-" 

" Fear not," said he, kindly, "to unbosom thy­
self lo me, my dearest Evelina; open to me thJ 
whole heart,-lt can liave no feelings for which I 
will not make allowance. Tell me, therefore, what 
it is that thus afilicts us both ; and wl10 knows but 
I may suggest some means of relief?" 

" You are too, too good," cried J, greall y embar­
rassed ; "but indeed I know not wl1at you mean.'' 

" I cc," said he, " it is painful to you to speak : 
suppMe, then,I endea,ourto sa,e) ou l)y guessing?" 

"Impossible! impossible!" cried I, eagerly; 
" no one living could e,er guess, ever suppose-" 
I stopped abruptly; for I then recollected I was 
acknowledging somelhingwas to be guessed: how­
ever, he noticed nol my mistake. 

"At least let me try," answered lie, mildly; 
" perhaps I may be a better diviner tlian yon ima­
gine : if I guess ernry thing that is probable, surelJ 
I must approach near the real reason. Be hoJJcst, 
then, my lo'\"c, and speak without rcsen·e ;-does 
not the country, after so much gaiety, so mucl1 ,·a­
riety, doc, it not appear insipid and tiresome?" 

" -o, indeed! I love it more than C\"cr, and more 
tl1an ever do I wish I had ncwr, never quilted it?" 

" Oh, my c11ild ! that I l1ad not permitted the 
jomncy ! l\Iy judo-ment always opposed it, but niy 
resolution was not proof a~ainst persuasion.'' 

§ 
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" I blusl1, indeed," cried I, " lo recollect my 

earnestness ;-lml I have been my own punisher?" 

" l L is too ]ale now," answered he, " to reRect 

upon this subject; let us endeavour to avoid repent• 

ance for the time to come, and we shall not have 

cned without reaping some inslruction." Theo, 

sealing himself, and making me sit by him, he con­

tiuued, " I must now guess again : perhaps you 

regret the loss of those friends you knew in town ; 

-perhaps you miss their society, and foar you 

may sec them no more ?-perhaps Lord Or­

,·ille----" 
l could not keep my seat; 1ml rising hastily, said, 

" Dear Sir, ask me nothing more !-for I have no­

tl1ing to own,-notbing lo i;ay ;-my graYity bas 

been merely ac<'idcntal, and l can give no reason 

for it at alJ.-Shall l fetch you another book ?-or 

"ill you haYe this again ?" 
For some minutes he was totally silent, and I pre­

tended to employ myself in looking for a book. At 

Jast, with a deep sigh, " I see," said he, " I see 

but too plainly, tliat though Evelina is returned,­

! have lost my child!" 
" o, Sir, no," cried I, inexpressibly shocked, 

" sl1e is more your's than ever! ,vithout yon, the 

world would be a dcsart to 11er, and life a burtben: 

-forgirn her,thcn; aml,-ifyou can,-condescend 

to he, ouce more, the confidant of all l,er thoughts." 

"How highly I value, how greatly I wish for her 

confidence," returned he, " sl1c cann~t but know;­

;yet to extort, lo tear it from l1er,-my justice, my 

afiection both revolt at the idea. I am sorry that I 

was so earnest with ~-on ;-leave me, my dear, leave 

me and compose yourself ;-we will meet again at 

tea." 
" Do yon tl1en refuse to hear me?" 

"No, but I abhor to compel you. I have long 

i.een thal your mind has been ill at ease, and mine 
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lta!I largely partaken of your concern: I forbore to 
question you; for I hoped that time, and absence 
from whate, er excited your uneasiness, might best 
opnate in silence : but, ala, ! , our affiiclion seems 
onlyto augment,-your health decline ,-your look 
alters !-011, Rvelina, my aged heart bleeds to see 
the change !- bleeds to behold the darling it had 
d1erished, the prop it had reared for its support 
when bowed down by years and infirmities, sinking 
itself under tl1e pressure of internal gricf!-slrug­
gling to hide wl1at it should seek to participate!­
But go, m_y dear, go to your om1 room ; we both 
want composure, and we will talk of this matter 
~ome other time." 

" Oh, Sir," cried I, penetrated to the sou], "bid 
me uot leaYe you !-think me not so lost lo feeling, 
lo gratitude--" 

" ' ol a word of that," interrupted he: "it pains 
me you should think upon tl1at ·uhject; pains me 
you should ever remember that you ha·rn not a na­
tural, an l1crcditary right to e,ery thin• within my 
power. I meant not to affect.} ou thus,-! hoped to 
ba,e soothed you !-but my an ietv betra,ed me 
to an urgency that has distressed you. Comfort 
yourself, my lorn; and doubt not but that time will 
stand JOUr friend, and all will end well." 

I burst into tears: with difliculty had I so Ion~ 
rest mined them; for my heart, wl1ilc il glowed with 
tenderness aud gratitude, was oppressed with a scnso 
of its own unworthiness. "You arc all, all good­
ne. s !" cried I, in a ,oice carcc audihlc; " little 
as I dcsene,-unahle as I am to repay, such kind­
ness,-Jct my whole- soul foels,-thanks you for 
it!" 

" Mv dearest child," cried he, "I cannot bear 
to c ·thy tears ;-for my sake dry them; such Ii 
sight is Loo much for me: think of that, En-lina, 
.uu lake cowJo1·t, l charge Lhec !'' 
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"Say then," cried J, kneeling at his feet, "say 
then that you forgi,·e me! that you pardon my re­
serve,-Lhat you will again suffer me to tell you my 
most secret thoughts, and rely upon my promiae 
ne,·er more to forfeit your conn<lence !-my fa.. 
ther !-my protector !-my ernr-honoured,-e • 
loved-my best and only friend !-say you forgmt 
your Evelina, and she will study better to deserye 
your goodness !" 

He raised, lie embraced me; he called me his 
sole joy, his only earthly hope, and the child of his 
bosom! He folded me to bis heart; and, while I 
wept from the fulncss of mine, with words of 
1'weetest kindness and consolation he soothed and 
tranquillised me. 

Dear to my remembrance will ever be that mo­
ment when, banishing the reserve J J1ad so foolishly 
planned, and so painfully supported, I was restored 
to the confidence of the best of men! 

When at length we were again quietly and com• 
posedly seated by each other, and l\Ir. VilJars wailed 
for the explanation I had begged him to hear, I 
found myself extremely embarrassed how to intro­
duce the subject which must lead to it. He saw my 
distress ; and with a kind of benevoleol pleasantry, 
asked me if I would let him guess any more~ 1 as­
sented in silence. 

" Shall I, then, go back to where I left off?'' 
"If-if you please ;-I believe iio,-" aaid I, 

stammering. 
, "Well, then, my love, I think I ,vas speaking of 
the regret it was natural you should feel opon quit­
ting those from whom you had received civility and 
kindness, with so little certainty of ever seeiu.,. them 
again, or being able to retnru their good o"fficea? 
'l'hese are circumstances that afford but melanoho)Y 
reflections to young minds; and the affectionate dia­
poaition of my Evelina, open to all social feelinp, 
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must be hurl more than usual by such considerations. 
- You are silent, my dear ? Shall I name thosi, 
whom I think most worlhy the regret I speak oft 
We shall then see if our opinions coincide." 

Still I said nolhing, and he continued. 
"Jn your London journal, nobody appears in a 

more amiable, a more respectable light than Lord 
Orville ; and perhaps--" 

"I knew what you would say," cried ], l1astily, 
" and I have long feared where your suspicions 
would fall; but indeed, Sir, you are mistaken: I 
hate Lord Orville,-he is the last man in the worlcl 
in whose favour I should be prejudiced." 

I slopped ; for l\fr. Villars looked at me witb 
such infinite surprise, that my own warmth made 
me blush. 

" You hate Lord Orville !" repeated he. 
I could make no answer; but took from my 

pocket-book the letter, and giving it to him, " See, 
Sir," said I, "how differently the same man can 
talk and write !" 

He read it three times before he spoke; and then 
1aid, " I am so much astonished, that I know not 
what I read. When had you this letter?" 

I told him. Again lie read it, and, after consi­
dering its contents some time, said, " I can form 
but one conjecture concerning this most extraor­
dinary performance : he must certainly have beeo 
intoxicated when he wrote it." 

"Lord Orville intoxicated !" repeated I : "once 
I thought him a stranger to all intemperance;­
but it is very possible, for 1 can believe any thing­
now." 

" Tha\ a man who had behaved with so strict a 
regard to delicacy," continued Mr. Villars, "and 
who, as far as occasion bad allowed, manifested 
sentiments the most honourable, should thus inso­
lently, thuawaatonly,insult a modest young woman, 
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in his perfect senses, I cannot think possible. But, 
my dear, you should have inclosed this lelter in an 
empty cover, and have returned it to him again: 
such a 1·esentment would at once have become your 
character, and have given him an opportunity, in 
some measure, of clearing his own. He could not 
well ha,·e read this letter the next morning without 
being sensible of the impropriety of having writ• 
ten it." 

Oh, l\faria ! why had not I this tl1ouglil? I miglil 
then have received some apology; the mortification 
:would then have been his not mine. lt is true, he 
could not have reinstated himself so highly in my 
opinion as I had once ignorantJy placed him, since 
ll1e conviction of such intemperance would have 
levelled him with the rest of his imperfect race ; 
yet my humbled pride might have been consoled by 
his aeknowledgments. 

But why should I allo myself lo be humbled by 
a man who can suffer l1is reason to be tlms abjeelly 
debased, when I am exalted by oue who knows no 
vice, and scarcely a failing,-but by l1earsay? To 
think of his kindness, and reflect upon his praise~, 
might animate and comfort me even in the midst of 
affliction. " Your indignation," said be, "is the 
result of virtue; you fancied Lord Orville was with• 
out fault-lie had tl1e appearance of infinite worthi­
ness, and you supposed his characteraccordecl with 
l1is appearance : guileless JOUrself, how could you 
prepare against the duplicity of another? Your 
disappointment has but been proportioned to your 
.ixpectations, and you l1ave chiefly owed its severity 
to the innocence which hid its approach." 

I will bid these words dwell ever iu my memorr, 
and they shall cheer, comfort, and enliven me ! This 
conver ation, though extremely affecting to me at 
the time it passed, has relieved my mind from much 
allxiety. Concealment, iuy dea1· Maria, is the foe 
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of tranquillity: 11owever 1 may err in future, I will 
11ever be disingenuous in acknowledging my errors. 
'l'o you and to Mr. Villars I vow an unremitting 
co11fidence. 

And yet, though I am more at ease, I am far from 
well: I ham becu some time writing this letter; 
but I hope 1 shall send you soon a more cheerful 
one. 

Adieu, my sweet friend. J intrcat yon not to ac­
quainfeven your dear mother with this affair; Lord 
On·ille is a favourite with her, and wl1y sl1ould I 
publish that he deserves not that honour? 

LETTER .. V. 

J:VELlNA IN CONTI::,;ru ATIO:-,, 

[Bristol Hotwells, August 28. 

You will be again surprised, my dear l\laria, at 
seeing whence I date my letter: but I ham been 
very ill, and l\Ir. Villars was so much alarme<l, that 
J1e not only insisted upon my accompanying Mrs. 
Selwyn hither, but earnestly desired she would 
Jiasten her intended journey. 

We travelled ,ery slowly, and J did not find my• 
self so much fatigued as I expected. We arc situ­
ated upon a most delightful spot; the prospect is 
beautiful, the air pure, and the weather very favour­
able to in\'alids. I am already better, and I doubt 
not hut I shall soon be well; as well, in regard tQ 

mere health, as I wish to be. 
1 cannot e,'press the reluctance with wl1ich I 

parted from my re,,ered l\lr. Villars : it was not 
like that parting which, last April, preceded my 
.1ourney to Howard GroYe, when, all expectation and 
hope, though I wept, l reJoiced ; and though I sin­
i.:ert:ly grieved to leave him, I Jet wi1hed to be 

:& s 
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gone : the sorrow I now felt was unmixed with any 
livelier sensation ; expectation was vanished, and 
hope I ]1ad none! AH that I held most dear upon 
earth I quilled ; and that upon an errand, to the sue• 
cess of which I was totalJy indifferent, the re-estab- ' 
lishment of my health. Had it been to have seen 
my sweet Maria, or her dear mother, I should not 
l1ave repined. 

Mrs. Selwyn is very kind and attentive to me. 

She is extremely cle,·er: her understanding, indeed, 
may be called masculine: but, unfortunately, her 
manners deserrn the same epithet; for, in studying 
to acquire the knowledge of the other sex, she bas 
lost all the sofiness of her own. In regard to my1.1elf, 
l10wever, as I have neither courage nor' inclination 
to argue with her, I have never been personally hurt 

at her want of gentlenei:;; a virtue whicl1, neverthe­
less, seems so essential a part of tl1e female character, 
that I find myself more awkward, and Jess at ease, 
with a woman who wants it, than I do with a man. 
She is not a favourite with l\lr. Villars, who hu 
often been disgusted at her unmerciful propensity to 
11atire: hut bis anxiety that I should try the eff'ect 
of the Bristol waters, overcame his dislike of com-
1nilling me to her care. Mrs. Clinton is also here; 
so that I shall he as well attended as his utmost 
partiality could desire. 

I will continue to write to you, my dear Miu 
Mirvan, with as much constancv as if I had no other 
oorrespondeut; though, cluri~g my absence fro~ 
:Berry Hill, my letters may, perhaps, be shortened 
on account of the minuteness of the journal which 
I must write to my he loved Mr. Villars: bat you, 
wl10 know Iris expectations, and l1ow many tiu 
bind me to fulfil them, will, I am sure, rather ex• 
cuse any omission to yourself, than any negligeace 
tc;> him. 
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LETI'ER XVI. 

3 

VELINA TO THE REV, llIR, VILLARS. 

[Bristol IIotwells, Stpt. U. 

Tm; first fortnio-ht that I passed here wa so 
quiet, so serene, tl1at it ga,e me roo on to expect a 
settled calm during my stay; but if I may now 
judge of the time to come, Uy the present state oi 
my mind, lhe calm will be succeeded by a storm, 
of which I dread the violence! 

Thi· morning, in my way to the pump-room ,vitli 
l\Jrs. Selwyn, we were both very much incommoded 
b_y three gentlemen, who were sauntering by the 
side of the Avon, laughing and talking ,·cry loud, 
and lounging so disagreeably, that we knew not how 
to pass them. They all three fi.xcd their eyes very 
boldly upon me, allernately lookin,,. under my hat, 
aud whispering one another. frs. Selwyn assumed 
an air of uncommon sternness, and said, " You will 
please, gentlemen, either to proceed yoursches, or 
lo suflcr us." 

"Oh! fa'am," cried one of them, "we will 
imffcr you with Lhe greatest plea ure in life." 

" You will suffer us both," answered she, "or I am 
nrnch mistaken: you had better, therefore, make 
way quietly; for I should be sorry to give my ser• 
,·ant the trouble of teaching you betle1· manners." 

Her commanding air struck them, :yet they all 
cl1ose to laugh; and one of them wished the fellow 
would begin his lesson, that he might have th& 
pleasure of rolling him into the Avon; while ano­
ther, advancing to me with a freedom which made 
me tart, said, " By my soul 1 did not know yon~ 
-but I am sure I cannot be mistaken ;-had not I 
the honour of ceing you once at the Pantheon?" 

l then recollected the nobleman, who, at that> 
place, lm<l so much embarrassed me. I cou.rtc1ie4il 
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without speaking. They all bowed, and makin~, 
though in a yery easy manner, an apology lo Mrff. 

Selwyn, they sulfered us to pass on, but chose lo 

accompany us. 
" And where," continued this Lord, " can you so 

long have hid yourself? do you know I ha,·e been 
in search of you this age? I could neither find yoa 
out, nor hear of you; not a creature could inform 
me what was become of you. I canuot imagine 
where you could be immured. I was al two or 
three public places every night, in hopes of meet• 
ing you. Pray, did you lcaYc town?" 

"Yes, my Lord." 
" So early in the season !-'Wl1at could possibly 

induce you to go before l110 birth-day?" 
" I had nothing, my Lord, to do with the birth-

day." 
. "By my· soul, aH the women who had, may re-

joice you were away. Haye you been here any 
time~ • 
· "Not above a fortnight, my Lord." 

"A fortnight !-how uulucky that I did not meet 
you sooner! but I have had a run of ill luck ever 

since I came. How long r.hall you stay?" 
"Indeed, my Lord, I don't know." 
" Six weeks I hope ; for I shall wish the place 

at the devil when you go." 
" Do you, then, flatter yourself, my Lord," said 

Mrs. Selwyn, who had hitherto listened in silent 
contempt, "that you shall sec such a beautiful spot 
as this, when you visit the dominions of the devil?" 
. " Ha, ha, ha! Faith, my Lord," said one of his 
companions, who still walked with us, though th1t 
other had taken leave, "the Lady is rather hard 
upon you." 

" Not at all," answered Mrs. Selwyn; "for as l 
cannot doubt but his Lordship's rank and interest 
will secure him a place t.hore, it would be reO.eouoi 
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on his understanding, to suppose he should not 
wish to enlarge and beaulify his dwelling." 

Much as I was disgusted with this Lord, I must 
own Mrs. Selwyn's severity ralher suqwiscd me: 
but JOU, who have so often obsen·ed it, will not 
wonder she took so fair an opportunity of in<lulging 
her humour. 

"As to places," returned he, tota1Iy nnmoyed, 
" I am so indifferent to them, that the devil take me 
if I care which way I go ! olyects, indeed, 1 am uot 
so easy ahout; and, therefore, I expect, that those 
angels with whose beauty I arn so much enraptured 
in this world, will haYe the goodnei; lo afford me 
some lilllc consolation in the other." 

"\\-'hat, my Lord!" cried Mrs. Selwyn, "would 
you wish lo deg1·ade the hahilalion of your friend, 
hy admitting into it the insipid company of the 
upper regions ?" 

" \Vhat do you do with yourself this evening ?'" 
aaid his Lordship, turning to me. 

" I shall be at home, my Lord." 
" 0, a-propos,-wl1ere are JOU ?" 
"Young ladies, my Lord," said Mrs. Selwyn, 

" are no whe1·e." 
" Prithee," whispered his Lordship, '' is that 

queer woman your mother?" 
Good Heavens, Sir, what words for such a ques• 

tion! 
o, my Lord." 

" Your maiden aunt, then ?" 
,, o.'' 
" \Yhoe,·er she is, I wish she would mind her 

own affairs: I don't know what the devil a woman 
lfres for after thirty: she is only in other folks 
way. Shall you be at the assembly?" 

" I believe not, my Lord." 
" • o !-why then, J1ow in tbe world can you 

.contrhe to pass your time ?" 
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" In a manner which your Lordship will tl1ink 
very extraordinary," cried Mrs. Selwyn, " for the 
young lady reads." 

" Ha, ha, ha ! Egad, my Lord," cried the face• 
cious companion, " you are got into bad hands." 

" You had better, :Ma'am," answered he, " at­
tack Jack Coverley here, for you will make nothing 
ofme." 

" Of you, my Lord," cried she, " Hea,·en forbid 
I should ever entertain so idle an expectation ! I 
only talk, like a silly woman, for the sake of talk­
iug ; but I have by no means so low an opinion of 
your Lordship as to suppose you vulnerable to 
censure." 

" Do, pray, Ma'am," cried he, "turn t0 Jack 
Coverley ; he's the very man for you ;-he'd be a. 
wit himself if he was not too modest." 

" Prithee, my Lord, be quiet," returned the 
other; "if the lady is contented to bestow all her 
fin·ours upon ymi, why should you make such a 
point of my going snacks?" 

" Don't be apprehensive, gentlemen," said l\Irs. 
Selwyn, drily, " I am not romantic ;-I have not 
the least design of doing good to either of you." 

" Have not you been ill since I saw you?" said 
his Lordship, again addressing himself to me. 

" Yes, my Lord." 
" I thought so ; you are paler than you wa11, 

and I suppose that's the reason I did not recollect 
you sooner." 

"Has not your Lordship too much gallantry," 
cried Mrs. Selwyn, " to discover a young lady'• 
illness by her looks?" 

" The devil a word can I speak for that woman,'' 
said he, in a low voice ; " do, p1·ithee, Jack, take 
her in hand." 

" Excuseme, my Lord," answered 1\lr. Coverley. 
" When »hall I see you again ?" continued hi, 
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Lordship ; " do you go to the pump-room every 
morning?" 

o, my Lord." 
" Do you ride out?" 
"No, my Lord." 
Just then we arrived at the pump-room, and an 

end was put to our conversation, if it is not an 
abuse of words to give such a term to a string of 
rude questions and free compliments. 

He had not opportunity to say much more to me, 
as l\frs. Selwyn joined a large party, and I walked 
Jwme between two ladies. He had, however, the 
curiosity to see us to the door. 

Mrs. Selwyn was very eager to know how I had 
made acquaintance with this nobleman, whose man­
ners so evidently announced the character of a con­
firmed liberLiue. I could give her very little satis­
faction, as I was ignorant even of his name: but, 
in the afternoon, Mr. Ridgeway, the apothecary, 
gave us very ample information. 

As his person was easily described, for he is 
remarkably tall, Mr. Ridgew:iy told us he was 
Lord Merton, a nobleman who is hut lately come 
to his title, though he has already dissipatrd more , 
than half his fortune; a professed admirer of 
l>eauty, but a man of most licentious character: 
that among men, his companions consisted chiefly 
of gamblers and jockies; and among women lie 
was rarely admitted. 

"Well, Mi~s Anville," said Mrs. Selwyn, "I 
am glad I was not more civil to l1im. You may 
depend upon me for keeping l1im at a distance.'' 

" 0, l\Ia,Iam," said Mr. Ridgeway, " he may no\T 

he admitted any where, for he is going to reform." 
" Has he, under that notion, persuaded any fool 

to marry him ?" 
"Not.yet, Madam, but a marriage is expected to 

take place shortly : it has been some time in agita-
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tion ; but the friends of the Lady have obliged her 
to wait till she is of age: however, her brother, 
who l1as chiefly opposed the match, now that she is 
near being at her own disposal, is tolerably quiet. 
She is very pretty, and will l1ave a large fortune. 
,ve expect her at the Wells every day." 

" What is her name?" said Mrs. Selwyn. 
" Larpeut," answered he : " Lady Louisa Lar­

pent, sister of Lord Orville." 
" Lord Orville!" repeated I, all amazement. 
" Yes, Ma'am; his Lordship is coming with her. 

I have had certain information. TI1ey are to be at 
the Honourable l\Irs. Beaumont's. She is a rela­
tion of my Lord's, and has a very fine house upon 
Clifton Hill." 

His Lordship is coming with her !-Good God, 
what an emotion did those words give me! How 
lllrange, my dear Sir, that just at this time, he 
sl10uld visit Bristol ! It will be impossible for me 
to avoid seeing him, as Mrs. Selwyn is yery well 
acquainted with Mrs. Beaumont. Indeed, I have 
l1ad an escape in not being under the same roof 
with him, for l\lrs. Beaumont invited us to her 
l1ouse immediately upon our arrival; but the in­
<'Onveniency of being so distant from the pump­
room made l\lrs. Selwyn decline her oivility. 

Oh that the first meeting was over !-or thatlcould 
quit Bristol without seeing him !-inexpressibly do 
I dread an iuterview ! Shoulcl the same imperlinerrt 
freedom be expressed by his looks, which dictated 
bis cruel letter, I shall not know how to endure 
either him or myself. Had I but returned it, I 
should he easier, because my sentiments of it would 
then be known to him ; but now, he can only gather 
tl1em from my beha\iour; and I tremble lest Le 
should mistake my indignation for confusion !-lest 
he sl1ould misconstrue my reserve into embarrass• 
ment !-for how, my dearest Sir, bow shall I be able 

tol 
ha 
wl 

Jill 

L< 
ft! 
111 

~ 
Wf 

mi 
thi 
!h 
IC' 



EVELL A 89 
totally to divc~t myself of the respect will, wl1ich I 
]1a,·c been used to thiuk of l1im ?-the pleasure with 
which J have bcf'n used to see him ? 

'urely lie, as well as I, must recollect the letter 
at the moment of our meeting ; antl he will proba­
bly mean lo gather my thoughts of it from my 
looks ;-oh that they could but convey to him my 
real detestation of impertinence and nnity ! theu 
would he sec how much he J1ad mistaken my dispo­
~ition when he imagined them my due. 

There was a time when the very idea that sucl1 a 
man a Lord l\Ierton should ever be connected with 
Lord Orville, would have both surprised and shock­
ed me ; and even yet I am pleased to lwar of l1is 
repugnance to the marriage. 

But how strange, that a man of so abandoned a. 
character sl1ould be the choice of a sister of Lord 
Orville; aud how strange, that, almost at the mo­
ment of the union, he should be so importunate in 
iraJlantry to another woman! \\'hat a world is this 
we Ji\ e in ! how corrupt ! how Jegenerate ! well 
might I be contented Lo see no more ofil ! lf I find 
that the eyes of Lord On·ille agree with his pen,-1 
hall then think, tl1at of all mankind, the only ,·ir­

tuous individual resides at Berry Hill. 

LEITER XVII. 

:SVELINA IN CONTINUATION, 

[ Bristol llotu:ells, Sept. 16. 

On, Sir, Lord Onille is still himself! still what, 
from the moment I beheld, J belie~·ed him to be-all 
1hat is amial,lo in man! and your happy EYelina, 
1·cslorcd al once to spirits and tranquillity, is no lon­
ger suuk i.u her own opinion, nor d.iscoutcutcd wi~h 
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the world ;-no longer, with dejected eyes, sees the 
prospect of passing her future clays in sadneu, 
doubt, and suspicion! with revhed courage she 
now looks forward, and expects \o meet with 
goodness, even among mankind :-though still she 
feels, as strongly as ever, the folly of hoping, ia 
any second instance, to meet with pe1fection. 

Your conjecture was certainly right; Lord Or­
ville, when he wrote that letter, could not be in his 
senses. Oh tl1at intempr.ranco should have power 
to degrade so low, a man so noble ! 

Tl1is morning I accompanied Mrs. Selwyn to Clif­
tou Hill, where, beautifuJJy situated, is the house of 
Mrs. Beaumont. Most uncomfortable were my 
feelings during our walk, which was very slow; for 
the agitation of mJ mind made me more than usu­
ally sensible how weak I still continue. As we en­
tered the house, 1 summoned all my resolution to my 

aid, determined rather to die than give Lord Orville 
reason to attribute my weakness to a wrong cause. 
I was happily relieved from my perturbation, when 
I saw l\lrs. Beaumont was alone. We sat with her 
for, I believe, an hour without interruption; and 
then we saw a phaeton drive up to the gate, and a 
Jady and gentleman alight from it. 

They entered the parlour with the ease of people 
who were at home. The gentleman, I soon saw, wu 
Lord Merton: he came shuffling into.the room with 
his hoots on, and his whip in bis hand ; and having 
made something like a bow to .Mrs. Beaumont, he 
turned towards me. His surprise was very evident; 
but he took no manner of notice of me. He waited, 
I believe, to discover, first, what chance had brought 
me to that house, where he did not look muoh re­

joiced at meetin·g me. He seated himself very 
quietly at the window, without speaking to any 

·body. 
• Mean time the lady, wl10 seemed very younw, 
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Lohbling rall1cr than walking into the room, made 
a passiug courtesy to frs. .Beaumont, saying, 
" How arc you, Ma'am?" and theu, without noti­
cing any body else, with an air of languor she 
flung l1crsclf upon a sofa, protesting, in a most af­
fected voice, and speaking so softly ::;he could 
hardly he l1eard, that she was fatigued to death. 
" Really, Ma'am, the roads are so mon lrous dusty, 
-you can't imagine how trouble ome the dust is 
to one's CJes !-and tbc sun, too, is monstrous 
disagreeaLle !-I dare say I shall Le so tanned I 
shan't be fit to be seen this age. Indeed, my 
J,ord, [ won't go out with JOU auy more, for you 
don't care wl1crc you take one." 
. " Upon my ]1onour," said Lord Merton, " I 
took you the pleasantest ride in England; the 
fault was in the sun, not me." 

"Your Lordship is in the right," said Mrs. Sel­
wyn, " to transfer the fault to the sun, because it 
l1as so many excellencies to counterbalance partial 
inconvenience~, that a little blame will not injure 
that in our estimation." 

Lord Merton looked by no means delighted at 
this attack ; which I bclieYe slie ·ould not so rea­
dily ha·rn made, but to re,enge his neglect of us. 

" Did you meet your brother, Lady Louisa?'' 
11aid Irs. Beaumont. 

" ·o, la'am. Is ho rode out tl1is morning?" 
I then found, wl1at I hacl before uspccted, tl1at 

tl1i. Lady was Lord OrYille's !>islcr: how strange, 
that such near relations should be so different to 
each other! There is, indeed, some resemblance in 
their feature ; hut, in their mauuers, not the least. 

" Yes," answered .Mrs. Beaumont, " aud I he• 
lic,·c he wished to see you." 

" My Lord drO\ e so monstrous fast,'' said Lady 
Louisa, " that perhaps we passed him. He frighten­
ed me out of my .senses; I declare my head is quite 
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g·iddy. Do you know, Ma'am, we ha,·e done no. 
thing but quarrel all the morning?-You can't 
thi11k how I've scolded; have not I, my Lord?" and 
she smiled expressively at Lord Merton. 

"You have been, as you always are," sai<l l1c, 
twisting his whip with his fingers, " all sweetne~s." 

" 0 fie, my Lord," cried she, " I know you don't 
tl1ink so ; I know you think me very ill-natured;­
don't you, my Lord ?" 

" o, upon my honour ;-how can your Lady­
sl1ip ask such a q ucstion? Pray how goes time? my 
watch stands." 

" It is almost three," answered l\Irs. Beaumonl 
" Lord, l\Ia'am, you frighten me!" cried Lady 

Louisa; and then, turning to Lord Merton, " why 
now, you wicked creature you, did you not tell 
me it was but one?" 

l\lrs. Selwyn then rose to take leave; but i\lrs. 
Beaumont asked if she would look at the shrub­
l1el'y. " I should like it much," answered she, 
" but that l fear to fatigue Miss Anville." 

Lady Louisa, then raising her head from her 
hand, on which it had leant, turned round to look 
at me; aud ha,ing fully satisfied her curiosity, 
without any regard to the confusion it gave me, 
turned about, and, again leaning on her hand, 
took no further notice of me. 

I declared myself very ahle Lo walk, and b:iggcd 
that J might accompany them. "What say you, 
Lady Louisa," cried Mrs. Beaumont, " to a stroll 
iu the garden ?" 

" Me, Ma'am !-I declare I can't stir a step; the 
l1eat is so excessive, it would kill me. I'm half 
dead with it already ; besides I shall have no time 
to dress .. Will any body be here to day, Ma'am 1" 

" I believe not, unless Lord Merton will favour 
us will, his company.J' 

"\Vith great pleasure, Madam." 
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",vc11, I declare yon don't des •n to lie a ·ked," 

cried Lady Louisa, " you wicked creature JOU !-I 
must tell yon one thiug l\Ja'am,-you can·t think 
how abominable J,e was! <lo you know we met l\Ir. 
LoYel in his new phaeton, and my Lord was i-o 
crncl as lo drhe again:.t it ?-we really flew. l 
declare l could not breathe. Upon my word, my 
Lord, I'll nr.Yer trust myself with you agaiu,-J 
won't ind<'c<l." 

\Ve tl,en went into the garden, Jea,·ing I.hem to 
discuss the point al their leisure. 

Do JOU remember a pretty but affected young 
lady 1 mentioned to haYe seen, in Lord Onille's 
party, at the Pa11tl1con? How little did I then ima­
gine her to be his sister! Jet Lady Louisa Larpent 
is the ,·cry person. 1 can 110w account for the 
piqued manner of l1er speaking lo Lord Merton 
that e1·ening, and l can now account for the air of 
displeasure "i.th which Lord Orville marked the 
undue attention of his future brother-in-law to 
me. 

\Ve liad not walked long, ere, at a distance, I 
percci, ed Lord Orville, wl10 seemed just dismounted 
from his horse, enter the gardeu. All my perturua­
tion returned at the sigl1t of him !-yet I endeavour­
ed lo repress every feeliug but re entmcnt. As lie 
approached us, 1,e bowed to tl1e wl1ole party; but I 
turuecl away my bead to avoid taking any share in 
]1is ciiility. Acl<lressiug· l1imsclf immediately to 
l\lrs. Beaumont, he was beginning to enquire after 
J1is sister: but, upon . ccing my face, 11e rnddenly 
exclaimecl, " li~s Anville !-" ancl then lie ad­
,·anced, an<l made l1is compliments lo me,-not wil!i 
a11 air of vanity or impertinence, uor yet with a look 
of consciousness or shame ;-but with a couutenance 
opeu, manly, aud charming !-with a smile that in­
dicated pleasurc,ancl eyes tl1at sparkled with deligl1t ! 
-on my side was all that consciousness; for by him, 
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equalled my o,vn ; for it had entirely taken place 
of the smiles and good humour with which he had 
met me. 

"I am afraid this young lady," said Mrs. Beau­
mont, " is too weak for another long walk till she 
is again rested." 

" If the Ladies will trust Lo my driving," said 
Lord Onille, " and are 11ot afraid of a phaeton, 
mine shall be ready in a moment." 

" You are very good, my Lord," said lrs. Sel­
WJn, " but my wiH is yet unsigued, and I don't 
clrnse Lo venture in a phaeton with a young man 
wl1ile that is the case." 

" 0," cried l\Irs. Beaumont, " you need not be 
afraid of my Lord Orville, for he is remarkably 
careful." 

" \Veil, Miss Auville," answered she, "what 
say you? '' 

" Indeed," cried I, " I liad much rather walk-" 
Bul tber,, looking at Lord On·ille, I perceived in 
Lis face a surprise so serious at my abrupt refusal, 
tliat I could not forbear adding, " for I should be 
sorry to occasion so much trouble." 

Lord Orville,,brightening at these words, came 
forward and pressed his offer in a manner not to be 
denied ;-so the phaeton was ordered! And indeed, 
my dear Sir,-1 know not how it was ;-but, from 
that moment, n1y coldness and reserve insensibly 
wore away! You must not be angry,-it was my 
intention, nay, n1y endeavour, to support them with 
firmness: but when I formed the plan, I tl1ought 
only of the leUer,-not of Lord Orville!-and how 
is it possible for resentment to subsist without pro­
-vocation? yet, believe me, my dearest Sir, had he 
sustained the part he began to act when he wrote 
the ever-to-he-regretted letter, your Evelina would 
not have forfeited her title lo JOUr esteem, by con­
tentedly submitting to be treated with iudigwty. 
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We continued in the garden till the phaeton 

ready. When we parted from Mrs. Beaumont, ... 
repeated her invitation to Mrs. Selwyn to accepLa 
apartment in her house; but the rea11on I have al• 
ready mentioned made it be again declined. 

Lord On·ille droye Yery slow, and so cauliooaJ., 
e that, notwilhstanding- the height of the phaeton, fear 

would have been ridiculous. I supported no part in 
the conversation; but Mrs. Selwyn extremely well 
snpplied the place of two. Lord Orville himself 
did not speak much ; but the excellent sense and 
refined good-breeding which accompany every 
word he utters, gi,e value and weight to whatever lie says. 

" I suppose, my Lord," said l\Jrs. Selwyn, when 
we stopped at our lodgings, " yon would have been 
extremely confused had we met any gentlemen who 
11am the bouour of knowing yon." 

" If I had," answered he, gallantly, "it would 
have been from mere compassion al their envy." 

"No, my Lord," answered she," it would have 
been from mere shame, that in an age so daring, :,ou 
alone should be such a coward as to forbear io . frighten women." 

" 0," cried he, laughing, " when a man is ia a 
fright for l1imself, the ladies cannot but be in ~ 
rity; for you have not had half the apprehension for 
the safety of your persons, that I have for that of 
my heart." He then alighted, handed us out, took 
)eave, and again mounting the phaeton, wu out of sight in a minute. 

"Certainly," said Mrs. Selwyn, when he wu 
gone, " there must have been some mistake in the 
birth of that young man; he was, undoubtedly, de­
signed for the last age: for he is really polite!" 

And now, my dear Sir, do not you think, acoord• 
ing to lhf' present situation of affairs, I may gift 
up m1 reaeotment, wi&Jtoot imprudence or iaapro-
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priety? I boilO you will not blame me. Indeed, 
had you, like me, seen his respecrful beba,·iour, 
you woul,l ha Ye been com inccd of the impractica­
bility of supporting any furthe1· iudiguallou, 

LETTER ~ 'VIII. 

EVELIN A I), CONTI NU A TIO:\'. 

[Bristol Ilotialls, Srpt. 191!1. 
YESTERD.\ y morning Mrs, Selwyn rerehed • 

card from Mrs. Beaumont, to ask J1cr to djne wit It 
her to-day: and another, to the .sanrn purpost>, 
came to me. The invitation was accepted, and we 
are but just arrirnd from Clifton-Hill. 

\V c found Mrs. Beaumont alone in the parlour. I 
·will write you the character of that lady, in the 
word~ of our satirical friend l\Irs. Selwyn. "Sl1e i­
" an ahsolule Court Calendar bigot; for, chancing 
"herself to be born of a noble and ancient family. 
" she U1inks proper to be of opinion that bfrth and 
"'l)irtur are one anJ the same thing. She lias some 
" good qualities; but they rather originate from pride 
" tha11 principle, as she J)iqucs herself upon being 
" too l1igh-born lo he capable of&n umvo1-thy action, 
" and thinks it iucumbcul upon her to support th<.-, 
" dignity of her ancestry. Fortunately for the 
"world in general, she Las taken it into her he&d, 
" that condescension is themostdistingui!-l1ingvirtue 
"ofhig·h lifo; Ro that the same pride offamil) which 
" renders others imperious, is willt l1cr the moth'& 
'' of affuhility. But her chility is too formal to he 
" comfortable, and too mechanical to be flatteriug. 
" That she tlocs me the honour of so much notico, is 
" merely owing to an accident, which, I m.n sure, i1o 
'' rnry painful to her reme~brincc; for 1l so hap• 

TOL. II, I 
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" }lened tliat I once did l1er some service, in regard 

'' to an aparlmentat Soulhamplon ;.and 1 ha,·c since 

~, been informed, that, at the Lime she accepted my 

" assist:rnce, slie thought 1 was a woman of quality; 

" and 1 make no douht but she was miserable when 

"' she disco,ered me to he a mere country genllewo­

" man : howe,er, her nice nolions of decorum bav4' 

•• made her loall me with fayours e,cr si11ce. But 

•• 1 am not much Oallcred bv her ci,·ilitics, as I am 

., convinced I owe them neithe1· to allac·hment nor 

•• gratitude·; but solely to a desire of cancelling au 

" obligation, which she cannot brook uciug under, 

•• lo one "hose 11ame is no where to be found in 

., tlie Court Calendar." 
You "e11 know, my dear Sir, tl1e dcliglil thi!l 

lady takes in ghin~ way lo her satirieal humour • 

.Mrs. Beaumontrccei, ed us, er.' graciom;lJ, though 

,11,l1e somewhat distrcs~ecl me hy the <1uestions she 

asked concerning my family ;-such as, \\'belher I 

..,as related to the Am,illcs in the ~orth?-\Vhether 

iome of my name did nol li,c in Lincoln~hirc? and 

many olher enquiries, whil'11 much embarrassed me. 

The ccm·ersation ne. t turned npnn the inlcndea 

:marriage in her famil). Sl1c treated the subject 

with resene; 1ml it wa!:I c,·idenl she di~appro\'ed 

L1.dy Louisa's <'hoiee. She spoke in terms of the 

highest esteem of Lord Onillc, caliing him, in Mar• 

:inontcl's words, " Un jeune lwnw,c c1J11rn1t il y en 

apc11." 
I did not think this comersalien .-cry agreeably 

i_ntcrruptcd hy the culrancc of .\lr. Lu,cl. Ju<lced 

I am l1cartilr su1-rr lie is 110w at the IIot-\Vells. 

T!c m::de his.(ompiimc11ts with the mu:-t ohse11uiou11 

rc~pcd to 1\lrs. Beaumont, hut took uu soil of no• 

tin· of any other 11erson. 
In a few minutL'S Lady Louisa Larpcnl ,.uade her 

appearance. 'I'hc saD1e manm·rs pre, ailed • for, 

tourlcsyiDg, wi\h, "I hope ~·vu arv well, l\l~'al.ll," 
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to :\lr~. Beaumont, 11hc passed slraigl1l forward to 
lter scat on th(• sofa; where, leaning her l1ead on 
her hand, he 9asl her languishin~ CJes round the 
room, v. ith a, acaut stare, as if determined, though 
sho looked, not lo sec who ,,as in it. 

Mr. Lo,cl, presenll) approaching her, with re~ 
'\rrencc the 111t1 t profound, hoped her ladJ.s!iip was 
nut imli ·po,;ed. 

".:\lr. L°' el !" cried she, raising' her head, " I 
(!eclarc I did not see JOU: ]i;nc you been hen~ 
long?'' 

" By my watch, l\ladam,'' said he, " only finl, 
minutes-but by) our Ladyship's ab c11cc as manJ 
hours." 

"0 ! 110w l thi11k of it," cried she, "Jam lery 
an!rry "ilh )OU;-~ go along, do; for J sha'n't 
11peal lo yon all day." 

" Hea,c11 forhid your La'shi11's displeasure 
should last so long! in snch cruel circumstances. 

day "onld i;ecm an a6(•. But in whaL J1a1e 1 
been so unfortun, teas to olE.ncl ?" 

" 0, , ou half kill('(] me the other mor11in!r, with 
teno1· ! ·1 han• nol JCl reeo, creel from my' fright. 
Htm could _Hm he M> cruel as lo drhc )<>Ur phaelou 
against Ill.' Loni Jh•rlon's ?" 

"'Pon l1onour, i\la'arn, your La'ship doe~ m~ 
wrong ;-il \\,1s all u,,ing· to the horscs,-thcrc 
was no rurhin!!· them. I protest I suflcrcd mor«­
than JOlll' Ladyship, from the terror of alarmiug 
Jou." 
• Jusl then entered Lord 1 frrton; stall ing up lo 

Irs. Bl'a•1111011t, lo whom alouc Ll! l,o,yc1l, lie hopel'l 
J1e lin1l 11ol made her wait; imd thc11, adnwci,w lo 
Ladv Loni~a, said, inn carcle s 111:rnner, " How is 
)0111: Lad)sl.ip tl,is morni11g?" 

".i:"ol \\ell alall,''ans\\crcd she:" I Jia,o becu 
,hi11"' "ilh the head-11ch e,1·r si111·e I gol up." 
·" Iudccd f' cried he, ,\ith a countenance whollJ. 
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unmov-cd, " I am ,·ery unhappy to hear it. Bul 
should not your Ladyship have some advice?" 

" I am quite sick of ad vice," answered she," " Mr. 
Ridgeway has but juslleftme,-but he has done me 
no good. obody here knows what is the matter 
with me, yet they all see how indifferent I am." . 

"Your Ladyship'~ constitution," said llr. Love!, 
" is infinitely delicate." 

" ludeed it is," cried she, in a low voiee, " I am 
1te11Ve all over !" 

" I am glad, however," said Lord Merton, "that 
you did not take the air this morning, for Coverley 
has been driving against me as if he was mad : ho 
has got two of the finest spirited horses I ever saw." 

"Pray, my Lord," cried she, "wl1y did not you 
bring Mr. Coverley with you ? he's a droll crea• 
ture; I like him monstrously." 

"Why, he promised to be here as soon as me. I 
suppose he'll come before dinner's over." 

In tire midst of this trifling conversation Lord Or• 
ville made his appearance. 0 how different was his 
address! l1ow superior did he look and move, lo all 
about him! Having paid his respects to Mrs. Beau• 
mont, and then to Mrs. Selwyn, he came up to me, 
and said, "I hope Miss Anville has not suffered from 
the fatigue of Monday morning?" Then, turning to 
Lady Louisa, who seemed rather surprised at his 
speaking to me, he added, " Give me leave, sister, 
to introduce l\liss Anville to you." 

Lady Louisa, lrnlf-rising, said, very coldly, that 
she should be glad of tl_ie honour of knowing me ; 
and then, abruptly turning-to Lord l\Ierton and Mr. 
LoYel, continued, in a half-whisper, her conversa• 
tion. 

For my part, I l1ad risen and courtesied, and now, 
feeling very foolish, I seated myself again; first I 
blushed at the unexpected politeness of Lord Orville, 
and immediately afterwards at \he contemptuous 
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failure of it in J,is sister. How can that youuo- Jady 
~ee her brother so uni, ersalh admired for his mau­
flcrs and deportment, and )~t lie so unamiabl) op­
posite to him in her's ! Rnt while his mind, c1ilargcd 
and noble, rises superior lo the lillle prejudices of 
rank; lier's, feeble and unsteady, siuks beneath 
their influe11ce. 

Lord Onille, I am sure, was hurt anrl di pleased: 
J1e bit his lips, and turning from l1er, addrc · ctl 
himself wholly to rne, till we were ~urnmoncd fo 
dinner. Do you think I was uot grateful for hi 
atteutiou? Jes, indeed, and Clery aHgry idea I had 
entertained, was tolal1J obliterated. 

As we were scaliug oursehcs al !he tahle, ::\fr. 
Co~·erlev came into the room : be made a lhc,usarnl 
apologies in a hreath for being so late, but said Le 
had been retarded by a little acci<lcut, for 11ml he 
had ornrturncd his phaeton, and broke it all to 
piece • Lady Loui~a screamed at this inlelligrnc-e, 
and, lookin; al Lord l\lerton, declared she would 
ncYer go inlu a phaeton again. 

"0," cried Le, "11C',·er mind Jack Coycrlcy; for 
lie does not know how to dri,·e." 

"My Lorcl," cried :\lr. Coverley, " I'll driye 
against you for a thou.-and pounds." 

"Doue !" returned the other; "name JOUr <lay, 
and wr.'11 e:ich choose a judge."· 

"'l'he ·ooncr Lho lietlc1·," cried '.:\Ir. Cm·erley ; 
" to-mo1-ro", if the carriage can be repaired." 

" The ·o cnt<:rpri~cs," said :i'!Jrs. Selw) n, " are 
,·erJ proper for men of rauk, since 'ti. a million to 
one hut hoth parties will be hleapacilatcd for any 
Lcller cmploJment." 

"For llca,cn' sake," cried L:idy Loui1m, chang­
ing r-olour, "don't talk so i;hockingly ! Pray, my 
Lord, pray, l\lr. Co,erley, don't alarm me in Uii 
111.anncr." 
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" Compose your,-elf, Lady Loui,;a," said l\lr , 

Beaumont, " the gentlemen will think ueller of the 

scheme; they are neither of them in earnest." 

"The very mention of such a scheme," said Lad:,' 

Loni,;a, taking out her sails," makes 1110 tremble all 
mcr ! Indeed, my Lonl, you ha,·e frightened me to 

death! 1 sha'n't eat a morsel of dinner." 

" Permit me," said Lord On-ille, " to propose 

11ome other suhjcct for the pre!-cnt, and we will 

discuss this maller another time." 
" Pray, brother, excuse me ; my Lord must 

girn me his word to drop the projecl,-for I de­

clare it has made me sick as death.'' 
" To compromi:-e the maller," said Lord Orville, 

" suppose, if bot:1 parties arc unwilling lo give up 

the bet, that, lo make the ladies easy, we change 

its object to something less dangerous?" 
This proposal was so strongly seconded by all 

tlic p:trl_y, that hoth Lonl ,Jcrton alHI i\Ir. Coverle.r 

were ohliged lo comply with it; and it was thea 

agreed that the affair should be finally seltlcd in 

the aflernoou. 
" I shall now be entirely out of conceit with 

phr.etons again," said .\lrs. Selwyn, " lhougb Lord 

Orville had almost reconciled me to them." 

" My Loni Orville!'' cried Lhc willy l\lr. Co1·er-

1ey, " why, 111y Lmd 0, \·il!e is as eareful,-egad 

as careful as an old woman! \VJ1v, l'J. drive a 

our-horse ('art a.;ainst my Lord's ·1>ho.rlo11 for a 

lwndrrd g11i1was !'' 
'l'hi:; ·ally occasioned much laughter; for l\lr. 

Cmerley, l lind, is regar1led as a man of infinite 

humour. 
" Perhaps, ~ir," said \lrs . .Sehq-11, " vou have 

not discovered the rcuson my Lord Orville is so 

careful!" 
" \Vhy, 110, Ma'am; I musl owu I neyer beard 

any particular reason for it,• 
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ou ,\ill coufos. it lo be very particular; his Lord­

-:-hip's frit'11tl,; am not yet tired nf him." 
Loni On·illc laughed an,l bowed. Mr. Crn erlc.v, 

n little co11fused, turnod to Lord .\Icrlon, aud said, 
". To foul pla.), my Lord! I remember ) our Lord­
i;hip rccomrnc1Hlcd me to tlw notice ot' t!ii:1 Ja1ly the 
oth r 111m11i11g, autl, ega.cl, I hclie,e you ha,e Leen 
duiug 111c the ~anw oflice to-<lay." 

"Gire you joy, Jack!" cried Lord M:erlon, willt 
1\ lo1ul hngh. 

fL(;r Ll1i~ the <·01n·er:5a ion lurne1l wl101ly upon 
oali11g, a wh.:t'ct which \\,ls discussed ,\ith the ut­
most d1·li;.\'hL; and, had I noL known they we1·e mea 
ol' rn11k and f.tshio11, 1 :should lmve imag-iuc<l that 

,uni :\lc.-Lon, :\Jr. Lo,cl, aud ,\h. Cm·erlcv, had all 
hecu prnfrs~t.:tl cooks; for they 1fo,played • so mncJ, 
kn,m led~·,• of ~m1ces and made-dishes, and of the 

arious mctho1ls of 1lressing llu: same things, that I 
am prrsu:i<led the.) must li;n e gi, en mucl.1 linic, and 
much stud), to m:1kc Lhem~eh rs such adepts in this 
nrt. 11 woultl he I cry di/lieu II lo dclcrmi11c, ,~he-' 
llicr !he." \\Cru most lo be distiug-uishcd as ~luttoni 
or e11ic11res; far thc.1 were, al onre, dainty and 
\'nracious, lllHlcr!-lood the right and the \\.TOllg' of 
c, er." di h, and aliku crnpl ied the one and Lhe other. 
1 i-.hould h:n c hccn quite sick of their remarks, hacl 
I no! bet•n cnlcrlaim!d hy ~eeing- that Lord Onillc, 
who, I artt sure, was et!'lilll_\.· disgu,l<•d, not only 
rnad my sentimrnls, but, hv his co11ulcnance, com­
Jmmica·tcd lo me his own. • 

\\liru dinnl'r w11.s o,cr, l'.[r·. Beaun10nl re· 
commended lhc gentlemen lo the care of Loni Or­
Tilli., and then allcudcd the ladies lo the clrawing-
1'00111. 

'I he connirsation, till tea-lime, w11s e. Lremely 
insipid J ,\lrs. 8chv) 11 n,'1tened hcnclffor the gentle-
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men, Mrs. Beaumont was grave, aud Lady Loni11t1 
languid. 

Hut at tea, every body revi-rnd; wa were ,ioiued 
by the gentlemen, and gaiety took place of dull­
ness. 

Since I, as Mr. Love] says, am nobody*, I sealed 
inysclf quietly at a window, and not very near to 
any body: Lord Merton, l\Ir. Co,·erley, and :Mr, 
Lornl, i-everally passed me without notice, and sur­
rounded the ~hair of Lady LouisaLarpent. I must 
<>wn, I was ratber piqued at the behaviour of .Mr. 
Love], as lie had formerly known me. It is tn1e, I 
most sincerely despise his foppery; yet I should he 
grieved to meet with contempt from any body. But 
I was by no means sorry to find, that Lord ,\forton 
was determined not to know me before Lady Louisa, 
as his neglectrclie,·ed me from much embarrassment. 
As to Mr. Coverley, his attention or disregard were 
equally indiflerent to me. Yet, altogether, I feel 
extremely uncomfortable in finding myself COJI• 

sidered in a light very inferior to the rest of the 
company. 

But when Lord Orville appeared, the scene 
elianged : he came up stairs last ; and, seeing me sit 
alone, not only spoke to me directly, but drew a 
chair next mine, and htmoured me with his entire 
atlt'nlion. 

He enquired very particularly after my health, 
and hoped I had already found benefit from the 
Bristol air. "How little did I imagine," added he, 
" when I had last the pleasure of seeing you in 
town, that ill health would in so short a time ha,·e 
brought you hither! I am ashamed of myself for 
the satisfaction l feel at seeing you,-ycl, how can 
I laclp it?'' 

" Vol. 1. p. 32. 

' 
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He then enquired afl.<>r the Mirvan family, and 

spol-.e of ,\frs . • \lin au in l<•rms of rnosl jni.l praise. 
" .She is gen lie and amiable,'' said he, " a true fc­
mi11i11t: character." 

" Yes, indeed," answered I: "and her sweet 
daughter, to ·say e,cry thing of her al once, is jus~ 
the daughter such a mother dcscn es." 

" 1 am glad of it," s. iJ he, " for hoth their 
• ales, as such 11ear relations rnnsl alw,1Js reflect 
credit or disgrace on caeh oilier." 

,\ftcr this he beg-an to speak of the he,111ties of 
Clifton; hut, in n few 1110111cnts, he \\1lS i11tc1rnptr cJ 
Ly a call from the cornpan}, lo diH·uss the afl;ur of 
thcwagcr. Lord ,'\lel'lo11auJ.\Ir. C°'<'rle_y,thou~lt 
they hiul hccn discour,,i11~ upon lhc ~ohjecl some 
time, could not fi upo11 the thing thal salislied 
them hoth. 

\\'J,cn they asked the ns .. istanec of Lord Orl'illc, 
Jm proposed that l'H?l') body prcsenl shoul,l , ·oto 
omcthin,; and that the hH> gc11ll e111cn sboulcl 

dr-.tw lots which, from the sc\·cral ~oles, should de­
cirle the 1,el. 

" \\'e 11111. L then ])('gin with tl1e ladies," said 
Loni On ille; and nppli d lo .\Irs. Sch\'_\ n. 

" \\' ith nil my heart," nnswcrcd ;.he, with licr 
usual n·a«liuei-s; "aml, since the g<•11llcmcn aro 
J1ot allowed lo ri .. ;J their neck-51 suppo;.c we decide 
the ht•t hy their hew/ ?" 

" B) <;ur heads?'' c1·i<'cl J\fr. CoYerlcy; « Egad, 
I uon't 1lll(l~rsland 'OU .• , 

"J will lhcn e j>lain lll)S<'lf more fully. As [ 
clouht not hut you arc liotli c ccllcut cla ics, ,-up­
posc\ for the gond of ·' 0111· own lllfllllorit s. anti !ho 
cntt>rtaiumcnt and surp1·ise of the comp:111y, lhc 
thousantl poumls ;,houlcl fall lo tlu• ;.hare of hi111 who 
can repeat hy heart the l111>1;·cst ode of HoracP ?" 

... ohod) cc,uld help lau rhing, the lwo genll<'mcu 
.tJ111licd lo e. ce1>ll:d ; who ;. e111ed, each of them_. 

J:' 3 
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rather at a loss in what manner to receive this u■• 
e:xpected proposal. At length l\fr. Coverley, bow• 

ing low, said, "·will your Lordship please to begin?'~ 

" De~·il take me if I do!" answered he, turning 

on his heel, and stalking to the window. 
" Come, gentlemen," said Mrs. Selwyn, "why do 

you hesitate? I am sure you cannot be afraid of a 
weak woman? Besides, if you should chance to be 

out, Mr. Lovcl, I dare say, will have the goodne111 

to assist you." 
The laugh now turned against Mr. Lovel, whose 

change of countenance manifested no great pleasure 

at the transition. 
" l\le, l\fadam !" said he, colouring; "no, really 

I must beg to be excused." 
" Why so, Sir?" 
"\Vhy so, Ma'am !-Why, really-as to that,­

'pon honour, Ma'am, you are ratl1er-a little severe; 

-for how is it possible for a man who is in the 

House, to study the classics? I assure you, Ma'am," 

(with an affeclcd shrug) " I find quite business 

enough for my poor head in studying politics." 

" But, did you study politics at sol1ool, and at 

the university!" 
" At the university!" repeated he, witb an em­

barrassed look; "why, as to that, l\fa'am,-no, I 

can't say I did; bot then, what with riding,-and 

-and-and so forth,-really one has not muclt 

\ime, even at tl1e university, for mere reading." 

" But, to be sure, Sir, you have read the classics!" 

" 0 dear, yes, l\la'am !-very often,-hut not 

~ery-not very lately." 
" \Vhich of the odes do you recommend to these 

gentlemen to begin with?" 
" \Vbich of tLe odes !-Really, Ma'am, as to 

that, I ba,·e no very particular choice ;-for, to 

own the truth, that Horaoe was never a ,·ery great 

favourite with me." 



EVELINA 107 
" In truth I believe you !" said Mrs. Selwyn, very 

drily. 
LordMerton,again advancing into the circle, wilb 

a nod and a laugh, said, " Ghe you joy, Lovel !" 
Lord Orville next applied to Mrs. Beaumont 

for her vote. 
" It would very agreeably remind me of past 

times," said she, "when bowing was in fashion, if 
the bet was to depend upon the best made bow." 

"Egad, my Lord," cried Mr. Coverley, "there 
I should beat you holl-0w, for your Lordship never 
hows at all." 

"And pray, Sir, do you?" said Mrs. Selwyn. 
"Do I, :Ma'am?" cried he; " why, only see!" 
" I protest," cried slie, " I should have taken that 

for a shrug, if you had not told me 'twas a bow." 
"l\fy lord," cried .Mr. Coverley, "lel's :pra{}­

tise ;" and then, most ridiculously, tl1ey pranced 
about the room, making hmvs. 

" We must uow," said Lord Orville, turning lo 
me, "call upon Miss Anville." 

" 0 no, my Lord," cried I; " indeed I have no• 
thing to propose." He would uot, however, be re­
fused; but urged me so much to say something, that 
at last, not to make him wait any longer, I ven­
tured lo propose an extempore couplet upon some 
g·inn sul>jcct. 

l\Ir. Coverley instantly made me a bow, or, ac­
n1nli11g to Mrs. SclwJn, a shrug, crying, "Thank 
) ou, ,\la'am; egad, that's my forte !-why, my Lord, 
the Fates seem against yon." 

Lady Louisa was then nvplied to; and every 
l1o<l~ seemed cager Lo hear her opinion. " I don't 
know whal lo say, I declare," cried she, affectedly; 
"can't JOU pass me?" 

" Bv no means," said Lord Merton. 
"I; it possihle JOUr Lad_yship_ can mnke so cn1el 

a 1·cq11•:st ?'' saiil l\lr. Lvvel. 
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"Egad," criell Jr. Cm·c•rley, "if your Laclyi:1,ip 
does not help us in this dilemma, we shall be forced 
lo return to our phaetons." 

"Oh!" c1·ied Lady Louisa, sereaming; "yoe 
frightful creature, JOU, how ca11 you he so abomi­
nahlc i" 

I believe this trifling fasted near l1alf an 1,our; 
whe11 at length, every ]JOdy being tired, it was 
given up, and she said she would cousitler against 
another time. 

Lord On-ille now called upon Mr. LoYel; who, 
afler alJOut ten minutes deliberation, proposed, with 
a most important face, to determine the wager by 
who should draw Llie longest straw! 

I had much difliculty to forbear laugl,ing at this 
unmeaning scheme; hut saw, to m3· great surprise, 
not the least cl,auge of countenance in any other 
person; and, since we came lwmc, l\lrs. Selwyn 
l,as informed me, that to draw straws is a fashion of 
lletliug hy no means uncommon. Good God ! my 
dear Sir, docs it not seem as if money were of no 
Taluc or sen·ice, since those who possess, squander 
it away in a rua11ncr so infinitely absurd? 

It now onlJ remained for Lord Onille to speak; 
and the attention of tlw company shcwed the ex­
pectations he had raised ; ) cl, l hclic\'e, they by 
no means pre,cnll'd his proposal from being beard 
with amazement; for it was no other tliau that the 
money should lie his due, who, according to the 
opinion of the judges, shoulcl bring the worlhiest 
o~jcct with who1U lo !hare it! 

'!'hey all stared, without speaking. Indeed, I 
belie,e every one, for a momenl at least, experi­
enced somctl1iug like shame, from ha,ing either 
proposed or couutenanced an extra,agance so use­
less and friYolons. Pm· my part, I was so much 
struck and affected bv a rebuke SI} noble lo these 
1tpendlhdfts, that ·1 felt my eyes filled with tears. . , 
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ilho hort silenco aIJd momentary reflection into 

whidi the !'ompauy was surprised, ;\fr. C<1H•rlcy 
,Hts the first to dispel, by !>aJing, "Egad, rny Lord, 
~-0111· Lordship has a most rcmar1.abk odd way of 
tal..iu!.\" thin!.\"S." 

" Faith,'' sai,l the incorrigible Lord :.'ilcrton, "if 
this scheme lakes, I shall lix upon my Swiss to 

!ial'C "ilh me; for I don't know a worlhiel' fello,v 
lm·alhing." 

.t\llcl' a few more of these allempt~ at ,~it, the 
1\\o r1 11tlcmen agl'eed Outt Limy ,,ould sellle the 
alfair the nc. t mornin;;. 

The corn ersalion then took a difft'rcnt turn ; hut 
I did not ~i, c it suflicicnl allenlion Lo write any 
nccon11l of it. ~ ·ot long after, Lord Orville re• 
sumin~ his seat near mine, said, "why is Miss An­
Yilftl so thoughtful?" 

"I am sorry, 111,r Lord,'' said I, " to consider 
111y~clf among those ,Yho h:t\ c so juslly incurred 
YOlll' e 'IISUl'e." 
• '' .\ly rt'nsurc !-yon amaze me!" 

"Jml<·cd, my Lord, JOU ha,o made me quite 
11 ·hame<l of myself for haYiug giye11 my ,otc so 
foolishly, when au oppol'lunity o(forcd, if~ like 
JOur Lordship, I had lia<l the scuso to use it, of 
bhlmi11e; some lmmanilJ," 

" You treat I bis loo seriously,'' said lie, smiling; 
" and I hardly hu.ow if) ou du not now mean a re­
buke lo me.'' 

"To you, my Lord!" 
" ~'a\, who arc mosl deserving· of it; lhosP who 

adapt tl; ir eon,·cr:-alion lo lhe cnmpany, or thm,e 
who ,fleet to he i,uperior to it?'' 

" O, my Lord, "ho cl. e would do yon l'>O little 
jnstict•?" 

" I llaller myself," answered he, " that, iu fact, 
,·our opinion :u

0

1<l mine, in thi • poi11t, arc the same, 
though you condescended to comply with the hu-
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mom· of Lhe company. lL is for me therefore, t(} 

r1pologi:te for so unseasonable a gradty, which, but 
for the particular inleresl that I now take in the af­
fairs of Lord Merton, I should not l1ave l,een so 
officious to display." 

Such a compliment as tl1is could not fail to re­
concile me to myself; and with revh-ed spirits, I 
entered into a comersation, which he supported 
with me till l\Irs. Sclw.)n's carriag·e was an• 
nounced ; and we returned home. 

During our ride, Mrs. Selwyn very much surprised 
me, by asking, if I thought my health would now 
permit me to give up my morning walks to the 
pump-room, for the purpose of spending a week al 
Clifton? "for this poor ,\lrs. Beaumont," added she, 
" is so eager to have a discharge in ful I of her debt 
to me, that out of mere compassion, I am i,,duced to 
listen to her. Besides, she has always a house full 
of people; and. though they are chiefly fools and 
coxcombs, yet there is some pleasure in culling 
them up." 

I begged 1 might not, by any means, prevent 
lier following her inclination, as lllJ health was now 
very well established. And so, my Jear Sir, to­
morrow we are to be acll1ally the guests of Mrs. 
Beaumont. 

I am not much delighted at this scheme; for, 
greatly as I am flattered by the attention of Lord 
Orville, it is not very comfortable to be neglected 
Ly every body else. Besides, as I am sure 1 owe 
the particularity of Lis civility lo a generous feeling 
for my situation, I cannot e.:...pect him to support it 
1,0 long as a week. 

How ofte1J do I wisl1, since I am alJsent from you, 
that I was under the protection of Mrs. l\lina11 f 1 L 
is true, frs. Selwyn is very obliging, and, in every 
l"espccl, treats me as an equal; hut she is contented 
with bchaviug well herself, and doe:; not, with a 
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distinguisbing politeness, raise and support me with 
others. Yet I mean not lo blame her, for I kJ10,v 
slie is sincerely my frie11d ; but tl1c fact is, sl1c is 
l1ersclf so much occupied in conver:,;ation, whe1t in 
company, that slie has neither leisure nor thought 
to attend to the silent. 

\Vell, I must take my chance! But I knew not, 
tiJl now, how requisite are birth and fortune to lh~ 
attainment of respect and civility. 

LE'ITER XIX. 

EVELI"!I/A IN CONTINUATION", 

[Clifton, Sept. 20. 

HERE I am, my dear Sir, under tl1e same roof, 
and inmate of the same house, as Lor(l On·ille ! In­
deed, if this were not the case, my situation~would 
be ,·cry disagreeable, as you will easily bcliern, 
when I tell you the light iu which I am generally 
considered. 

" fy dear," said Mrs. elwyn, "did you ever 
Lefore meet with that egregious fop, LoYel ?" 

'I Yery readily satisfied her as to my acquaintance 
with him. 

" 0, then;" said she, "I am tl1e Jess surprised at 
his ill-nature, since he has already injured JOU." 

I begged her to e, plain herself; and then sho 
told me, that while Lord Onillo was speaking to 
me, L·uly Louisa said to )fr. Love), " Do you 
lrnow who that is?" 

"\Vhv, Ma'am, no, 'pon honour," answered he, 
" I can't absolutely say I do; I only know she is a 
kin<l of a toad-ealer. Sl1e made her first appear­
ance in that capacity last spri11g, when she at­
teuJed .Miss Mirvan, a yom,g lad.r of Kent." 
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How cruel is it, my dear Sir, to be thus exposcit 

to the imperlinent snggeslions of a man wl10 is de• 
termined to do me ill offices! Lady Louisa may well 
despise a. toad-wter; but, tl1ank Heaven, her brnther 
has not heard, or does not credit, the mortifying ap­
pella.Lion. Mrs. Seh\'Jll said, she would ad~ise me 
to 71ay my court to this :Mr. LO\el; "for," said she, 
" though he is malicious, he is fashionable, and may 
do :you some harm in the great world." 13ul I should 
disdain rnJself as much as I do him, were I capable 
of such duplicity as lo flaller a mau whom 1 scorn 
and despise. 

\,Ve were received by Mrs. lle::nnnont with great 
civility,and by Lord Onille with something more. 
As to Lady Louisa, she scarcely perceived that we 
·were in the room. 

There has been co111pauy here all day, part of 
which I ha Ye spent most happil'J; for after lea, when 
the ladies plaJeJ al can.ls, Lord Onillc, who does 
not, and I, who cannot play, were consequently at our 
owu disposal; and then his Lordship entered into a 
conversation with me, which lasted till supper-time. 

Almost insensibly, I find tl1c con1;trai11t, the re­
serve, I ha, e been wonl to feel in his presence, wear 
away; the politeuess, the sweetness, with which he 
ipeaks to me, restore all lllJ natural cJ1ecrfulue~s, 
-and make me almost as easy as he is himself"; anrl 
the more so, as, if l may judge by his looks, I a1n 
ml her rniscd than suuk of late in his opinion. 

I asked him l,ow the l,et was, at last, to be decid­
ed ? He told me that, to his great satisfacliou, the 
parties had been prevailed upon lo lower the sum 
from one thousand to oue hundred pounds; and 
tliaL they l1ad agreed il should Le clelermincd by a 
race between two old women, ouc of which was t<J 

be chosen hy each side, and liolli were to he pro,ed 
nore than eighty _years of age, thou3·h, iu oth~ .. 

rc~_ptcts, strong and healthy as rossihlc, 
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\Vhen I <''<pressed my surprLe at this e. traordi­

nary method of ~pending so mn<·h rnonry, " I am 
charmed," saicl he, " at Lhe uuvelty ot meeting "itb 
one so unhackneJed in fhe ,-.-orld, as nol to be ) 'Ot 

influenced hy cm;tom to forget the use of reason : 
for certain it is, that the prernlence of fashion 
makes the grt>atcst ausunlitics pass uncc11surcd, and 
the rniutl naturally accommodates itself e,cn to the 
most ridiculous improprieties, if they occur fre­
quently." 

"I should have l1oped," said I, "' that the Jrn­
mane proposal made Jesterday by yom· Lonbhip, 
would have had more eflect." • 

" 0," cried he, laughing, "I was 50 far from ex­
pecting any succe:s, that I shall think myself Yery 
fortunate if I escape the wit of 1\Ir. CoYerley in a 
lampoon! yet I spoke openly, because I do not 
wish lo conceal that I am no friend to gaming." 

After this, he took up the ew Bath Guide, and 
read it with me till supper-lime. In our wa) down 
Hairs, Lady Louisa said, " I tlioug·ht, urotber, you 
were engaged this eYening ?" 

" Yes, sister," answered he, " and I luri·e been 
engaged." And he bowed to me with an air of 
i-allantry that rather confus8d me. 

S<pt. 23. 

Almost insensibly have three days glided on since 
I wrote last, aud so serenely, that, but fol' your ah~ 
tcnce, I could not have formed a "ish. l\I y resi­
dence here is much happier than I had dared e .. pcct. . 
'l'he attention with which Lord On ille honours me, 
is as uniforru as it is flallc1-iug, alHl seems to result 
from a hene, ulence of heart that proves him as much 
a ~lraugc. lo caprice as to pride; for, as his particu­
lar ci, iii tie,, arose from a generous resentment at 
:Jeeing 111e neglected, St> will they, I trust, co11tiuue, 
ltS long as I :;hall, in any degree, dcsonc them. ..l 
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am now not merely easy, but e,·en gay in his pre• 
se11ce: sucl1 is the efiecl of Lrue politeness, Lhat it 
banishes all restraint and emharrassmeut. "'hen 
we walk out, he condescends to be my cnmp:rnion, 
aud keeps by my side all the way we go. \Vhcn 
we rcacl, he marls the passages most worthy to he 
noticed, dra,\S ont my sentimeuls, and favours me 
with his own. Al table, where he alwaJs sits next 
1o me, he obliges me by a thousand nameless atlen­
tions; wl,ile the dislingnishing good-breeding with 
which he treats me, prevents my repining at the 
Yisibly-felt superiority of the rest of the company. 
A lhousaud occasional meetings could not have 
lirought ns to that dcgrce of ~ocial freedom, which 
four days spent under the same roof have, insensibly, 
lieen producti,·c of: and, as my ouly fricntl in this 
l1ouse, Mrs. Selwyn, is too much engTossed in per-
1wtual com ersalion to attend much to me, Lord Or­
-ville seems to reg-an! me as a helpless stranger, and, 
as such, to think me intilled to his g·ood oflices anti 
1irotcctiyn. lu<leed, rny dear Sir, I have reason to 
Jwpe, that Lhe Jep.-eciating opinion h8 formerly en­
tertained of me is succeeded by one infinitely more 
partial.-lL may be that I flatter myself; but )Cl hi~ 
Juoks, his atlentious, his desire of drawing me into 
conversation, and his solicitude to oblige me, all 
conspire to make me hope 1 do not. hi short, my 
dearest Sir, these last four happy days would repay 
llle fo1· monlhs of sorrow and pain! 

LE'rl'ER XX. 

EVELINA IN CO"NTINUATION, 

[ Cl!fcon, Sept. 2 !. 

n 
lie 

Tnxs morning l came down stairs very early· anti I 
1rnpposing th:,.t the family would noL assemuie fo1' I 



115 
omc time, I strnllcd onl, purposing to take a 1011~ 

"alk, in the unumcr I was woul to do at BctT} Hill, 
lieforc breakfast: bul 1 had scarce ~lml Lhc g-ardcn­
g-alc, l,cfore l "as met hy a gentleman, wh~ iuime­
diatel) Lowiuglorne, I recollcded lo he the unhappy 
:\Jr. Macartney. Very mnclt ~urpri:-cll, I courtesied, 
aud slopped Lill he came up Lo rne. He was still in 
mourning, Lut looked belier than v, hen 1 sa,, him 
Jast, though he had tl1e same air of rnelauchuly 
which so much struck me al first siglit of him. 

Addressing me with the ulmu~l respect, " I am 
J1appy, Madam,'' said he, " lo ha, e met with JOU ~o 

0011. I came to Bristol but yesterday, r.nd ham 
Jincl no smnll dillieully in traci,;:J; you l~ CliHon." 

"IJid you know, Lheu, ofrny heinglierci" 
" 1 did, ,\Jadam; the sole moLi\'e of my jourue_y 

was to see ,ou. I ha,e been lo Berrv Hill, r.nd 
there l hall my intelligence, and, al the"' same Lime, 
the unwelcome mformaLion of ,our ill health." 

"Good God! Sir,-and ca;1 you 1)0ss1bly Laye 
taken so much trouhlc ?" 

"Trouble! 0, .,\ladam, could there be anv, to 
return you, the moment 1 had the power, lll)·per­
. u11al ncknowlcdgrnenls for y ,,ur goodness?" 

1 then euquircd afl1•r 1\l::da111e Durnl and the 
Snow-Hill familv. llc told rue Lire\ were all well, 
and that .,\Ja<lam~ Dun! proposed s,;on returning to 
Paris. Vv.litn i cou;:;rawl;; .. · tt liiw on look in" licller, 
" 1t is yo11n·c-!f, .,\ladam," said he, "y nu sl ould <·on­
gralulale: for to )Our humanity alone it may 110,v 
he owing thnt I exist al all." flc then told me, that 
}1is affairs were uow in a. les,, desperate situation; 
and thnl he hoped, by the as. islanec of Lime all(l 
reaso11, to accomwodate his mind lo a. more cheerful 
tmhmi~sion to his fate. "rJ he inlcn.:~l you so ge­
n1•rously took in m~· aflliclio11,'' added he. "assures 
1110 ) ou will not Le displea:;;cd lo hear of my !teller 
fortuuo; I was therefore ea.,.er to acquaint )·ou with 
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it." He then told me that his friend, tl1e moment be 
had receirnd his letter, quitted Parii., and flew to 
giro him his personal assistance and consolation. 
\Vilh a bea,·y heart, he acknowledged, he accepted 
it; " but yet," he added, " I have a~cepled it; and 
therefore, as bound equally by duty and honour, 
my first step was lo hasten to the henefaclress of my 
distress, autl to r~luru" (presenting mo something 
in a paper) "the only part of my ol>ligations that 
can be returned ; for the rest, l ham nothing bot 
my gratitu<lo lo olfer, and must always he con­
tented to consider mn;clf her debtor." 

I congratulated l;im most sincerely upon •his 
dawnin~ prosperity, hut he"ged he would not de­
prirc me uf the pleasure of being his friend; and 
declined recciring the money, till his affairs were 
more settled. 

,vhilc this point was in agitalio~, I l1eard Lord 
Orville's voice inquiring of the gardener ifhe had 
seen me? I immediately opened the garden gate; 
and his Lordship, adrnncing to me witb quickness, 
said, " Good God, .Miss Amille, have you been 
out alone? Breakfast has been ready some time, 
and I Jia rn Leen round the garden in search of 
,·ou." 
• "Your Lordship has been rnry good," said I; 
" hut I hope you ham not waited." 

" •ot waited!" repeated he, smiling: " Do you 
think we could sit down <)llietly to breakfast, with 
the idea that you had run away frolll. us? But come," 
( offering to hand me) " if we do not 1·eturn, they 
will suppose I am ruu away loo; and they very 
naturally may, as they know the attraction of the 
magnet that draws me." 

" I will come, my Lord," said I, rattier embar­
rassed, " in two 10inutes." 1'he11, turning lo i\fr. 
Macartney, with yet more embarra».menl, '1 wishell 
}1im good moruini:. 
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He advanced towards the garden, with tl1e paper 

still in his hand. 
"Ko, no," cried I, "some other time." 
" ~fay 1 then, Madam, have the honour of seeing 

:you again?" 
I did not dare take tl1e liberty of inviting any 

body to tlw house of Mrs. Beaumont, nor yet l1ad I 
tJ1e presence of mind to make an excuse; anc4 
therefore, uot knowing l1ow to refuse him, I said, 
" Perhaps JOU may be this way again to-morro,,­
morning,-and I believe I shall walk out before 
breakfast." 

He bowed, ar1cl went away ; while I, tumin~ 
again to Lord Orville, saw his countenance so much 
altered, tliat I was frightened at what I had so hastily 
said. He did not again offer me his Jiancl; but 
walked, silent aud slow, by my side. Good Heaven! 
thought I, what may lie not suppose from this acl­
,,enture? May be not, by my desire of meeting Mr. 
Macartney to-morrow, imagine it was by design I 
walked out to meet him to-day ? Tormented h_v this 
apprehension, I determined to avail Ill) self of the 
freedom which his bel1aviour, since I came hillier, 
has encouraged; and, since he would not ask any 
questions, begin an explanation myself. I there­
fore slackened my pace to gain time; and theu 
said, ""-'as not your Lordship smprised to i.ee 
me speaking with a 8lranger ?" 

" A stranger?" repealed he; " is it possible tl1at 
gentleman can be a stranger to you ?" . 

" o, my Lord," said I, stammering, " not to 
me-bnt ouly iL might look-he might seem-" 

"No, belie,·c me," said lie, with a forced smile, 
"1 could nc,·er snppo:,e l\Iiss Auvil1e would make 
an appointment "'ith a stranger." 

" An appointment, my Lord?" repeated I, co­
louring violently. 
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"Pardon me, l\ladam,; answered he, ., but I 

thought I had heard one.'' 
I was so much co11fo1111ded Lhal I could uot speak: 

yel, findiug he walked quicll) 011, I could nol en­
dure he should make his own inlcrprctalion of my 
Ailence: and therefore, as soon as I reco, creel from 
my surp1·ise, I said, " 1ndccd, my Loni, ) 'Ou are 
much mistaken, .,\lr. :\Iacarlney had parlicular bu­
siness with me-and I could not-I knew not 
how Lo refuse secin;; him ;-but ill(lee<l, rny Lord 
-1 had 110L,-he h:u.l not-" I stammered so Lcr• riLIJ Lltat I could uol gl) on. 

" I am very sorry," said he, g-raw•ly, " that f Jia, e been so uuf'ortunalc as lo distress JOU ; but I 
shonld not h;L1 c follo1wd you ha<l 1 not imagined 
you were merely walked oul for the air." 

"And so I was!" cril,cl I, ca~·edy, "indeed, m:, 
L()t·<l, I was! My meeting- with .\fr, :.\lacartuc)· was 
qnite accidcutnl; ,111d, if _your Lordship thinks lbcro 
is any impropriety in my scein~ him to-morrow, I 
am ready t(\ .!.\"irn up that intention." 

"If I think!'' said he, in a tone of surprise; 
"surely ,'\Iiss Arnille cannot leave the arbitratiou 
of a point so delicate Lo one who is ignorant of all 
the circumstances which allcud it?" 

" II~" said I, " it wa;; worth JOur Lordship's 
time lo hear thcm,-you should not he ignorant o{ the circumstances which attend it." 

" The sweetness of l\Iiss .·\.m·illc's ,lisposition," 
~id lie, in a softened voice, "I ham loug admil'ed; 
1md the ofier of a co11wrn11icatio11, which does me 
iso much J1onour, is Loo grateful lo me uol to ho t:agorl,r caught al.'' 

Just Lhe11 Mrs. Selwyn opened the parlour win­
do Y, and our conyersalion ended. I ,tais rallic.-d 
upon my passion for sulib1ry walkiug; but no 1prei.tions were asked ~e. 
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\Vhr.n lirealfa. t was o,·er, I l1op~d to ha, c bad 

ome opportunity of speakin•c \\ ilh Lord Orville ; 
liut Lord ;\lerlon and Mr. C<n crlev came i11, and 
insi led upon his opinion of tlw spo·t they had fi~ecl 
llpon for the old women's race. The ladies de­
clared tl1e.' ,Hrnl<l be of the party ; and accord­
iugl_y we 1111 we11t. 

The race is to be run in 1\lrs. Beaumont's i::-arden; 
the lno g-enllemcn are as anxious, as if their joint 
foes dqirnde<l upon it. The.' h:t,e at Icn~lh Ii ed 
upon ohjeets; but haye found great diflicully in 
persuaclin'.~ them Lo practise ru1111i11:;, in order Lo try 
their stre11gth. Tl1is graml affair is to hl· decided. 
ne t Thun,day. 

\\'lien we returned to the hon!!e, the entrance oC 
111ore comp:11-1y still prc,·enled 111y lia,in;;- an.' c·ou­
,crsalion with LordOnille. l was,crymucf1cha­
g-ri11cd, as l knew he was engag-t·cl at the Ilotwells 
in the afternoon. ~eeiug-, therefore, no prohahiliLy 
of :-peahing to him hcforc the time of my mceliu:,:-
1\f r. Jlaca1tncv arrircd, I delcnuiucd ilmt, rather 
than 1isk his i°ll opinion, I would le,nc .\lr . .\la. 
cart11ey lo hi· olln ug!,\'e ·1io11s. 

Yet, "hen l rellcclcd upon liis peculiar sitnalion, 
l1i, po,·crly, his sadness, and, more than all lhc rc.-;I, 
th,, i<lca 1 k11e" he cntcrt:ii1,c1l of what lie c-alls his 
Qbligations to Ille, J could not rcsoh tl upou a lm . .:ach 
of promise, "hich 111ight he allrihutc<l lo causcs, of 
all others, the mm,t otfcnsi,o lo one whom misfor­
tune J1as made e. ·trcwcly ~uspicious of islii;hts an<l 
conlcmpl. 

An<"r the mo t uneasy consideration, I at I( ngllt 
d1'1t,n11incd upon "ritin!;' an e' cusc, which woul<l, 
at 0111·c, saYC 111c from either 11iccli11~ or affro11liug­
him. I lh<'rcforc hf'P,"!;cd .\lrs . .'c:lwyn' h:avo to 
»em! lwr man lo the Ilotwcll:;, "hich :slac i11sla11llj' 
granted; aml then 1 wrote the folluwing uole: 
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"SIR, 
" To .Mr. -~Macartney. 

"As it will ll')l be in my power lo walk ont ta­
morrow mornin:r, I would by no means giye you the 
trouble of coming to Clifton. I hope, however, lo 
1iave the pleasure of seeiug you before you quit 
Bristol. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

"EVELINA ANVILLE." 
I desired the servant to inquire at the pump-room 

where Mr. Macartney lived, and returned to lh1 
parlour. 

As soon as the company dispersed, the ladies re­
tired to dress. I then, unexpectedly, found my­
self alone with Lord Orville; who, the moment I 
ro:ie lo follow i\Jrs. Selwyn, advanced to me, and 
i.aid, "Will Miss i\nville pardon my impatience, i( 
I remind her of the promise she was so good as lo 
make me this morning?" 

I stopped, and would have returned to my seat; 
but before I had Lime, the servants came to lay the 
cloth. He retreated, aud went towards the window; 
aud, while I was considering in wlmt manner to 116-
gin, I could not help asking myself what ,-ight I 
J1ad to communicate the affairs of Mr. Macartuer: 
and I douhted whether, to clear myself from o~e 
act of imprudence, I had not committed another. 

Distressed by this reflection, I thought it best to 
{JUit the room, aud give myself some time for con­
sideration before I spoke; and therefore, only say­
ing I must hasten to dress, I rau up stair!I, rather 
abruptly I own; and so, I fear, Lord Orville mmt 
think. Yet what could I do? unused to the silna• 
tions in which I find mJself, and embarrassed by 
the slightest difficulties, I seldom, till too late, dis-­
co,·er how l ought to act. • 

Jusl as we were all asscmhlcd lo dinner, l\In. 
8elw_)n's 111an, coming iuto the parlour, pre11anted 
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lo me a letter, and said, "I can't find out J\fr. Ma• 
carlney, l\Jadam; but lhe post office people will let you know if they hear of birn." 

I wa. extremely ashamed of Ll1is public message; 
end, meeting the eyes of Loni Orville, which wel'c, 
earnestly fixed ou me, my confusion redoubled, and 
I 1:new not which way to look. All diuner-time he 
was as silent a. mys~lf; and the moment it was iu 
tny power I left tlic lahle, and went to my own 
room. l\Irs. Selwyn presenlly followed me; and 
l1er questions obliged rne to own almost all the par­
ticulars of my acquaintance with Mr. 1\Iacartney, 
in order to excuse my writing to h.im. Sbc said it 
was a most. romantic aflair, and J'\poke11er sentiments 
with gr<>at se,·crity; dedarino- that she Jiad no 
douht bnt he was an adventurer aud an impostor. 

And now, my dear Sir, I am totaIJy at a loi-" 
,vhat I ought to do ; tl1e more I reflect, the m01·• 
srnsible I am of the ntler improp1·iety, nay, treach• 
ery, of revealing the story, and publishing the mi • 
fnrtune:s and po,·erty of Ir. Macartney ; who has 
an unrlouhtcd right to my secrecy and discretio11, 
and whose letter rl1argcs me to regard J1is commu­
niratiou llS sacred.-And yet, the appearance of 
my~tcry,-perliaps i-omething worse, which this af­
fair must LaT"e to Lord Orville,-bis RCriousness,­
and the promise l have made him, are inducements 
licarcc to be resisted for trusling him with tlio open­
llc. s he ha reason to e peot from me. 

I :nn equally distres.- d, too, whether or not I 
should see ,\fr. l\lacartney to-morrow morning. 

Oh, Sir, oould I no,v l)C enlightened by your 
coun. I, from what anxiety and perplexity shoulil I be relien:d ! 

But no,-1 ought not to betray Mr. Macartney, 
and I will uot forfeit a confidence which woul1l 
11c, er have been reposed iu me, but from a rclia111:e 

OJ,, n. • 
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upon my ]1onour, wl1ich I sl1ould blush lo find m~­

sclf unworthv of. DC'sirous as I am of tlie gnod 

opinion of L~rd On ille, I will cndca, our to ad as 

if I "as guided b)· ~our adviee; aud making it my 

sole aim to deserve it, lcaYe to time and to fate 111.1 

sueC'ess or disappoiutmcut. 
Since I have formed this resolution, my mind i~ 

Jllore at ease; But I will not finish my lellcr till the 

affair is decided. Sept. 25. 

I rMC' , ·cry early tl1i1unoruing; ancl, after a thou­

i;and different plans, uol being alile to rcsohe 11po1t 

g-idng poor l\lr. l\laearlncy learn lo suppose I neg­

lected him, I thought it incumbent upon me lo 

kccp my word-; since he had not rccch·ccl my lettcr; 

l therefore dctcnnined to make my own apologie~, 

1iot to slav with him two minutei., and to excuse 

m~·s<'lf frdm meeting him nnJ more. 
Yel, unrertaiu whetl1er I was wrong or right, it 

was with fear and trembling that I opt>ncd the gar­

den-gate ;-judge, then, of my feelings, when the 

iirsl ohjectl saw was Lord On·ille !--lie, too, looked 

extremely discorrnerted, and said, in a l1esilating 

manner, " Pardon me, Madam,-1 did not intooa, 

-I did not imagine Y"u would ha,·e been here !,O 

1;oon-or-or I would not have come."-And then, 

"·itlt a liasty bow, he passed me, and proceeded to 

tl1e garden. 
J was searc-e ahle lo stand, so greatly did I feel 

myself sl1ocked ; lrnt, upon my saying, almost in• 

, oluularily, " Oh, my Lonl !"-he turned back, 

and, atl<-r a shotl pause, said, " Did you speak lo 

Jue, Madam?'' 
I rouhl Jlol jmmedialely answer; I seemed 

.choakul, and was men forced to support myself by 

tl:e garden-gate. 
Loni On illc>, soon rcc>o,·cri11!r his <lignity, said, 

" I kuow uol how lo apo]ugi~c for lic· iug, just now, 
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nt tliis place ;-and I cannotimmediatelr-if aer­
dear Ill) self from tl1e impulalion or'impcrlim•11t 
cmiosity, to which I fear , ou will allributc it: 
liowc, c;·, at prcscut, I will oni) inlreat} our pardon: 
without delai11i11g) ou any longer." Again J1c bo, ·­
cd, aml lefl 111 • 

f'or some moments I remained fixed to LIH' s:une 
spot, and in the same position, immo,eably a· if 1 
liad bet11 transformed Lo a sto11e. l\J y fir t impnlse 
was to call him back, and instanll_y tell him Lhc 
whole affair; but I checked this desire, though I 
would li:n·e gi,en the world to ham indulg·cd it ; 
something like pride aided what 1 thoug-ht due to 
l\Jr. l\lacarlncy, and I determined not only lo keep 
l1is secret, but Lo delay any sort of e ·planatiou till 
Lord Orville sl1oultl contlescc11d lo request il. 

'lowly lie ,rnll,erl; and, Lefore he entered the 
l1ou e, he looked back, but hastily withdrew ]1is 
CJCs, upon finding I observed him. 

Indeed, my dear Sir, :you cannot easily imagine 
a silnalion more uneomforlable Ll1a11 mine was at 
thal Lime; to be su:-.pccted by Lord Or,illc of any 
dandestine action wounded my soul; I was too 
1nueh ,liscomposcd lo wail for Ir. l\laC"arlm:y, nc,r, 
in trutl1, could I endure to }iayc the dc~ign of my 
staying so well kuown. Ycl I "as so e,-trerncly 
agitated, that I could hard I~ rno, e; a11d I ha, c 
reason lo bclit•, c Lord On illc, from the parlour­
win<low, saw me tottering along; for, before J had 
tnkcn fi, c skps, he came out, and, ha leni11g- lo meet 
rnc, said, "I fl'ar) ou are not ,,ell; pra), allo,\ me" 
( ofleri1w J1is arm) " to assist you." 

", ·o, mv Lord," i-aid I, \\ith all the rci,;olulion I 
could assu1;c ; ~·et I was affected liy an alknlion, 
nt that lime so lillle c:xpcctcd, and forced lo turn 
U\\a, un }1ead lo conceal mv c1notio11. 

,; Y u"n must," said he," iti1 earue:t11cs , " i11<kcd 
you musl,-1 am sure you arc not wel1 ;-rcfu~c 1u. 
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not the honour of assisting you ;" and, almost for• 
cibly, he took my hand, and, di-awing it under hi~ 
arm, obliged me lo lean upon him. 'l'hat I sabmit­
ted was varlly the effect of surprise at an t>arnest­
ness so uncommon in Lord Ot·ville, and, partly, 
that I did noL just then dare Lmst my voice to make 
any objection. 

\Vheu we came to the house, he led me into the 
parlom·, and to a chair, and begg·ed to know if I 
would not have a glass of water. 

" No, my Lord, I thimk you," said I, " I am per• 
fecLly recovered;" and, rising, I walked to lhe win­
dow, where, for some time, I pretended Lo be occu­
pied in looking at the garden. 

Determined as I was Lo acl honouraMy by l\Ir. 
1\Iaca1·tney, I yet mosl anxiously wishrd to he re­
stored to the good opinion of Lord Orville; bnt 
his silence, and the thou1;hlfulncss of his air, dis­
couraged me from !<peaking. 

l\Iy situ1.tiou soon grew disagreeable and em­
l)arrassing, and I resolved to return to my chamber 
till breakfast was ready. To remain longer I 
feared might seem asking for his enquiries; and I 
was sure it wonld ill become me lo be more eager 
to speak, than he was Lo hear. 

JusL as I reached lhe door, turning to me hastily, 
lie said, "Are you going, Miss Anville ?" 

" I am, my Lord," answered I; Jet I sto;,petl. 
" Perhaps lo return to-but T beg your pardon!'' 

He spoke with a degree of agitation thal made me 
readily comprehend he meant to the garden; and l 
instantly said, " To my· own room, my Lord." And 
again I woulu have gone ; but convinced hy my 
answer that I underslood him, I believe he was sor­
ry for the insinuation : he approached me with a. 
Yery serious air, thongh at the same time he furred 
a. smile, aml said, " I know not what evil gcnins 
putsues me this morning, but I seem destined to do 
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or to say omcthing I ought not : I am so much 
ashamed of myself, that I can scarce solicit your 
forgiveness." 

" ,'\1y forgiveness! my Lord?" cried I, abashed, 
rather than elated by hii. condescension; " surely 
you cannot-you are not serious ?" 

" Indeed never more so ! ·et, if I may be my 
own interpreter, Iiss Anvillc's countenance pro• 
nounces my pardon." 

" I know not, my Lord, how any one can pa,·don, 
who has never been offended." 

" You are Yery good ; yet I conld expect no less 
from a sweetness of disposition wl1ich bafiles all 
comparison: will you not think I am an encroacher, 
and that I take adyanlage of your goodness, should 
I once more remind you of the promi e you youch .. 
,afod me yu:;terday ?" 

" ·o, indeed; on the contrary I sl1all l)e YCrJ 
happy to acquit myself in your Lordship's opinion." 

" Acquittal you need not," said he, leacling m~ 
a" in to tlie window; " yet I own my curiosity ii. 
11,tron~ly excited," 

\\'hen I was seated, I found myself much at a losa 
"hat lo say; yet, after a :;hort silence, assuming all 
the courage in my power, " \Vill you not, my 
Lord," said I, " think me trifling and capricious, 
should I own I have repented the promi, e I made, 
and should I entreat your Lordship not lo 
im,ist upon my strict performance of it ?"-1 spoko 
so hastily, Lhal I did not, at the Lime, consider th• 
impropriely of \\hat I said. 

As he was entirely silent, anJ profoundly atten­
tive, I coutinucd to speak without inlcrrupliou. 

"If your Lordship, by nny other means, knew 
tho circumstances attending my aC(Juaintnnce with 

fr. lacartney, I am most sure yon would yourself 
disapprove my relating them. He is a gentleman, 
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and has been very unfortunate ;-hul I am nol-1 

think,-al liberty to say more : yet I am sure, if 

he knew your Lordship wi:hcd lo hear any parti• 

culars of his affairs, he would readily consent lo 

my acknowledging them;- shall I, my Lord, ask 

}1 is pcrmis~ion ?" 
"His affairs!" repealed Lord Onillc; "hy no 

mean~, I ham not tl,c least curiosity about them." 

" I beg your Lordship's pardon,-but indeed I 

had uuderstood the contrary." 
" Is it possible, :Madam, you could suppose the 

affairs of an nller stranger l'an excite my euriosily ?'' 

The gra\ily and coldness with which he asked 

t11is question, very much abashed me. Bul Lord 

On ii le is the most delicate of men ! and, presently 

rccollocting himself, he atlded, " I mean not lo 

spcal· \\ilhindifference of any friend of yonr's,­

far from it; any such will alwaJS command my 

good wi~hes : yet I own I am rather disappointed; 

and tl10•1gh I donht not the justice of your reason, 

lo which [ implicilly suhmit, JOU must not wonder, 

that, when npun the point of being honoured with 
yout· confidence, I should feel the greatest regret 

al finding it withdrawn." 
Do JOU think, my <lea1· Sir, I ditl not, al that 

moment, require all my resolutio.a to guard me 

from frankly telling him whatever he wished to 

bear? yet l rejoice that I did not ; for, added to 

the actual wrong I shoulit ham done, Lord Orville 

himself, when he had heard, would, lam sure, have 

hla111ed me. Fortunatc-Jy, this thought occurred 

to me; and I said, " Yom· Lordship shall JOnrself 

be my judge; the promise I made, though voluu· 

ta1·y, was rash :tll(l iueonsidcrate ; Jet had it con· 

cernetl myself, I would not have hesihtlcd in ful­

ttlliug jt; bnl the gentlPman, whose affairs I shoald 
be obliged lo relate--" 

" Pardon me,'' cried ho, " for inlen-upling you ; 



127 
cl allow me lo assure) on, I have not tho slightest 

dc:sirc lo he acquainted with his affairs, furlhur lha1t 
what l>elongs to the motives which induced JOU 

yestenla.y morning--" He slopped; bul lhcro 
was no occasion lo say more. 

" Thal, my Lord,'' cried I, " I will tell JllU ho­
nestly. \lr .. facadney ha.d sumo particular husi­
ue s with me, and I could nol tal e Lhc lib.,,·ty to 
a k him hithe.-." 

" Aud why not?-. lrs. Beaumo11l, I am sure-" 
. "I could not, lllJ Lord, think ofirltru<ling upon 
1rs. Beaumont',, complaisance; and ,.,,,, with the 

. rne haslr folly I pro,nisc<l your Lonisltip, I mucu 
Hw1·,: rashly promii.cd lo mcel him." 

" Aud <lid JOlt ?" 
" . o, my Lord,'' s: iJ I, colouring, "I returned 

hcfore l1 came." 
• ,:;-ain, fir ·ome time, we were both silent ; yet, 

u11williu~ lo learn him lo rcficcl..ions which coul,l 
ucl hut he lo my <li.,:1thanlag , [ su,n111one1l suflic·­
ent co111-a~·o lo .ny, "There i no young creature, 
n!J Loni, who so greally wa1tls, ot· liO earne ... lly 
wi.hc for, lho a1.h-ice and assistance of her friends, 
as I do: 1 am new lo the world, and uuns ·d lo acl­
in; for myself;-my iutcnlions arc nen:r wilfully 
blameable, yet I err perpetually! I ham hilherlo 
heen hies ed with the most affectionate of friend. 
n<l, in<lced, the ahlesl of men, lo gni<lc and instruct 

me upon o, cry occasion :-but he is too <listaut, 
now, lo bo applied to at the moment I ,nut his 
aid :-and. ht!re,-lherc is llot :i. human being 
who e coun. el I can ask." 

" \Vonl<l lo Ucarnn," cried he, with a counte­
nance from which all coldness and gra, ily were ba­
nished, au<l succeeded hy the mil<le.,l benerolence, 
" that 1 ,v,erc wortl.iy,-and capahlc,-of supplying 
the phce of such a friend lo Miss Anrille !" 

"You <lo me but too much honour," said I," Jct 
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I hope your Lordship'!! candour,-perbaps l ought 

to say iudolgence,-will make some allowance on 

account of my inexperience, for hchaviour so incon­

Mderate :-May I, my Lord, hopo that-you will?" 

" :\fay I," cried he," hope lhat you will pardon 

the ill-grace wilh which I have submitted to my 

disappointment? and that you will permit me 

(kissing my hand) thus to seal my peace?" 
" Our peace, my Lord !" said 1, wilh revh·ed 

_spirits. 
" This, then,''saidhe,againprcssing it to his lipA, 

" for our peace ~ and now ,-are we not friends?" 

Just then the door opened, and I bad only time 

to withdraw my hand, before the ladies came in lo 

breakfast. 
I haY-e been, all day, the happiest of human be: 

ings !-to be thus reconcileu to Lord Orville, and 
yet lo adhere lo my rcsolution,-whal could I wish 

for more ?-he too has been very cheerful, and 

1nore attenfrrn, more obliging to me than e,·er. Yet 

Hea,·en forbid I should again he in a similar Kitua­

tion, for I cannot express how much uneasiness l 

Laye suffered from the fear of incuning hls ill opi-

11ion. 
But what will poor Mr. Macartney think of meP 

.liappy as I am, I much reg,-el the necessity l b&H 

~en under of disappointing bim. 
Adieu, my dearest Sir. 

LE'ITER XXI. 

llR. VILLARS TO 1:,•1:LI1'A. 

[ Berry liil!, Sept. 28. 

DEAD to the world, and equal1y insensible I.G its 

pleasures or it pains, I long since bid adieu lo all 
joy, and defiance to all sorrow, but. ,~hat s\aouid 
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spring from my Evelina,-sole source, lo me, of all 
earthly fclicily. How slrangc, then, is il, tlial the 
loller in wl1ich she tells me sho is the happiest of 
human beings, should gi, e mo most mortal inquie­
tude ! 

Alas, my child ! that innocence, tl1e first, best 
gift of Hearnu, should, of all othei·s, h~ the blind­
esl to its own dangcr,-Llw most exposed to trea­
chery ,-and the lea. t able to defend ilself, in a 
world where it is litlle kuowu, less valued, and 
11erpctunlly dcccirnd ! 

\Vould to Hearcn you were here !-tl1en by de­
gr cs, and with genlleues ·, I miO'ht enter upon a 
subject loo delicate for distant discussion. 1' cl is it 
too inlcresling, and the situation too critical, to al­
low of dclay.-Oh, my En:lina, your situation is 
critical indeed !-Jom· peace of mind is at i,take, 
and crnry chance for your f: urc happinc s may 
' ·pend upon the conduct of the present moment. 

Hitherto I have forborne Lo peak with you upon 
the most imporlant of all cvnccrns, the stale of 
yuur heart :-alas, I need 110 information ! [ ham 
been silent, indeed, but I ham not been bliml. 

Long, and with the dcepe,,t regret, have I pcr­
ceirn<l the ascendancy ,, hich L0t·<l On illc lias 
gained upon your mind.-You will start al the men­
tion of his uam~,-you will trc nhlc crc1·y word 
JUU read ;-I gricrn to gi\'C pain lo my gentle 
Ereliua, bul I dare not any lo11~c1· i;parc her. 

Your first meeting with Lord Orrillcwas<lccisive. 
Li\cly, fearless, free from all olhcrimprc3sions, such 
a man iis JOU describe him could noL fail of c citing 
you1· ad111iralio11; and ll,c more dangerously, be­
cause he .,.eemed as uuconscions of his power as yo,1 
of) our weaknc s; aud lhcrcfJre you harl 110 alan.n, 
eilhcr from his vauily or your ow11 prudence. 

Youn~, animated, c11lircly oil' JOUr guar1l, ancl 
tlio,whllc:.s of consccl'1e11<'es, Iuwgiriatio11 look lhe 

0 0 J 
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reint ; and Reason, slow-paced, though sure-fooled, 
was unequal to a race with so eccentric and fligl1t1 
a companion. How rapid was then my Evelina'& 
progress through tho11e regions of fancy and passion 
whither her new guide conducted her !-She sa\f 

Lord Orville at a balJ,-and he was the most amiable 
ef men !-She met him again at another,-and lie 
had every virtue under Heaven I 

I mean not to depreciate the merit of Lord Or­
'Yille, wl10, one mysterious instance alone excepted, 
seems to have deserved the idea yon formed of hia 
character; but it was not time, it was not the know• 
ledge of l1is worth, obtained your regard ; your 
new comrade had not patience to wait any lriaJ ; 
her glowing pencil, dipt in the vivid colours of 
her creative ideas, painted to you, at the moment 
of your first acquaintance, all the excellencies, all 
the good and rare qualities, wl,icb a great le11gth 
of time and intimacy could alone have really d. 
covered. 

You flattered yourself, that your partiality waa 
the effect of esteem, founded upon a general love 
of merit, and a principle of justice ; and your heart, 
which fell the sacrifice of your error, was totally 
gone ere you suspected it Wll.~Jo danger. 

A thousand times have I 'Mtt upon the poinl of 
showing you the perils of your situation ; but the 
Mme inexperien-0e which occasioned your mis­
take, I hoped, wit& the assistance of time and ab­
sence, wo11ld eff'ect a cnre : I was, indeed, mo11t on• 
willing to destroy your illusion, wl1ile I dared hopo 
it migl1t itself contribute to the restoration of your 
tranquillity; since your ignorance of the danger, 
and force of your attachment, might possibly pre­
yen! t~at d~spondency with which young people, 
JD similar c1rcumslanoes, are apt to persuade them• 
tel es, that what is only difficult, is abaolutely im• 
possible. 
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But, no,Y, ince you have again met, and l1ave 

become more intimate than ever, all my hope from 
silence and seeming ignorance is at au end. 

Awake then, my dear, my deluded child, awaki> 
to the sense of your danger, and exert yourself to 
avoid the evils with which it threatens you :-evils 
which, to a mind like you,;'s, are most lo be dreaded; 
secret repining, and concealed, yet consuming re­
gret ! lake a noble effort for the recovery of your 
peace, which now, with sorrow I sec it, depends 
wbolly upon the presence of Lord Orville. This 
effort may indeed be painful ; but trust to my ex­
perience, when I a8sure you it i requisite. 

You must quit him !-hi sight is baneful to your 
repose, his society is death to your future tranquilli­
ty! Believe me, my beloved child, my l1eart achea 
for your suffering, ·bile it dictates its necessity. 

Could I flaUer my elf tl1at Lord Orville would. 
indeed, be ensible of your worth, and act with a 
noblene . of mind which should prove it congenial 
to his own, then wonld I learn my Evelina to L" 
unmolested eujoyment of the cheerful society, and 
increasing regard, of a man she so greatlJ admires: 
but this is not an age in which we may trust to ap­
pearances; and im rndence is much sooner regret­
ted than repaired. our l1ealth, you tell me, i• 
mucb mended :-Can you then consent to leave 
Bristol ?-not abruptly, that I do not desire, but iu 
a few d:iy!I from the time you recehe this? I will 
write to Mrs. lwJn, and tell her how much I wish 
your return ; and Mrs. Clinton can take sufficient 
care of you. 

I ha o meditated upon every po:.sible e. pedient 
that might tend to your happiness, ere I fixed upon 
exacting from you a compliance wl1ich I am con­
vinced v,ill be mo:.t painful to you ; but I can 
. tisfy IDJ:lelf in none. This will at least be safe ; 
and n to success,-we wu t lea,o it to time, 

•' 
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I am l·ery glad to hear of .Mr. l\lacarlney's wel• 

fare. 
A<lieu, my dearest child! Heaven prescn·e and 

slrengthen you ! A. V. 

LE'YfER .,·xu. 
:EYE.LINA TO TUE REV, l\lR, VILLAns. 

[Clifton, Stpt. 28. 

SWEETLY, most sweetly, liayc two days more 

passed since l wrote: but 1 ham been loo murh 

<:ngaged to be exact in my journal. 
To-day has been less tranquil. It was destined 

for the decision of the impol'lanl bet, and has been 

productiYc of general confusion throughout the 

house. It was settled tl1at the race should be rori 

at five o'clock in the afternoon. Lord Merton break­

fasted here, and staid till noon. Ho wanted lo 

engage the ladies lo bet on his side, in the trne spirit 

of gaming, without seeing the racers. Hut he could 

only prcYail on Lady Louisa, as Mrs. Selwyn said 

i.he neve1· laitl a wager against l1er own wishes, 

and .Mrs. Beaumont would nlit take sides. As for 

me, I was not applied to. It rt impossible for neg•• 

Jigcnce to be more pointed than that of Lord ler• 

ton to me, in the presence of Lady Louisa. 

But, jnsl before dinner, I J1appcned to be alone 

in the drawing-room, when his lordsbip suddenly 

returned; and, coming in witl1 his usual familiarih, 

110 was beginning, " You sec, Lady Louisa,_:,, 

but stopping short, "Pray, -where's every body 

gone?" 
"Indeed I don't know, my Lord." 
He then slmt the door; and, with a great a]tera• 

lion in l1is face and man11er, advanced eagerly to­

wards me, and said, " How ilad I am, my swcel. 
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t?;li-1, to mcf'l ~-on, at last, alone! By my soul I l)c~ 

gan to thi11k lhcrc was a plot against rne, fur l\e 

11c,cr h en able lo ha,c )Oll a m:nule lo myself.'' 

lrnd ,cry freely he seized my hand. 
l was so mueh irnrpriscd at Lhis address, afler 

lvwing been so long lolally neglected, that I could 

make 110 other auswer, Limn staring al l1im wilh nn• 

frignecl a tonislnncnl. 
" \\'hy now," continued he," if you was nol Lhe 

cruellest litllc anrrel in the world, you would harn 

helped me lo some cxpcdienl: for yon sec how I 

am watched here ; Lady Loui~a's eyes arc nen·r 

off me. 'he gives me a charming foretaste of 

the pleasures of a wife! howc,cr, it won't last 

long." 
Disgu Led to the greatei;I degree, I allempted lo 

draw away my hand; bnl I Lclicve l should 11ot 

ha,c succcel\cd, if "lrs. Beaumont had not made her 

appearance. He turned from me ,,ith the greatest 

assurance, and said," How arc JOll, ,\fa'am ?-how 

is LadJ Louisa ?-you sec I can't lire a moment 

out of the house." 
Could yon, my dearest Sir, h,n c helic,ed il po • 

sihle for such effrontery to he in ma11? 

Before dinner me I\tr. C°'·erlcy, and, licforc 

five o'clock, ,\lr. o-rcl and some other company. 

The place marked out for the race, was a gra,·el­

walk in :\frs. Beaumont's garden, and tho len~th of 

the ground twenty Janls. \\'hen we were sum• 

moued lo the course, the lwo poor ohl womeu made 

their appearance. Though tlH·y seemed , cry 

healthy'for their time of lilc, the) _yet loole<l so 

weak, so infirm, so frchlc, that I could feel no s 11-

salion hul thal of pity al Ll1e sight. Ilowcrer, this 

was nol the general sense of the company; fo1· they 

JI0 oone1· came forward, than they were grccled 

with a la1-1~h from eYery beholder, L?r<l Onille ex­

cepted, "ho looked ,ery grave <lunug the wholo 
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transaction. Doubtless he must be greatly discon-• 
tented at the dissipalcd conduct and extravagance 
of a man, with whom he is soon to be so nearly 
connected. 

For some time, the scene was truly ridiculous: 
the agitation of the parties concerned, ancl the bets 
that were laid npon the old women, were absurd be­
yond measure. Who are you for? and whose side are 
yo1t <j'? was echoed froui mouth to mouth by the 
whole company. Lord Merton and Mr. Coverley 
were both so excessively gay and noisy, that I soon 
found they had been too free in drinking to iheir 
auccess. They handed, with loud shouts, the old 
women lo the race-ground, aud encouraged theiu 
by liberal promises to exert themselves. 

,vhen the signal was given for them to set off', 
the poor creatures, feeble and frightened, ran again81 
each other: and, neither of them able to support 
the shock, they both fell on the grouivJ. 

Lord Merton and .Mr. Coverley flew to their as., 
1istance. Seats were brought for them; and they 
each drank a glass of wine. They conlplained of 
being much bruised ; for, l1eav:y aud helpless, they 
l1ad not been able to save themselves, but foll wita 
their whole weight upon the gra,el. However, aa 
they seemed equal sufierers, both parties were too 
eager to ba,'e the affair deferred. 

Again the1·efore they set off, and hobbled along, 
nearly even with each other, for some time; yet 
frequently, to the inexpressible diversion of lbe 
company, they stumbled and tottered; and tI.. 
confused hallooing of " Now, Coverlt"!J !" " Now, 
Merton!" run from side to side during the whole 
affair. 

Not long after, a foot of one of the poor womea 
slipt, and with great force she came again to the 
ground. Jnvoluntarily, I sprung forward to assist 
Iler; but. Lord Merton, to whom she did not be-
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long, stopped me, calling oul, " No fonl pfay ! no 
foul play!" 

Mr. Coverley then, repeating tl1e same words, 
went himself to help licr, and insisted tl1at the 
other should slop. A debate ensued ; but the poor 
creature was too much lrnrl to move, and declared 
J1er nltcr inability to make another attempt. Mr. 
Coverley was quite bmtal : he swore al her with 
unmanly rage, and seemed scarce able to refrain 
elen from striking her. 

Lord l\ferlon Lheu, in great rapture, said it was 
n holl()W thing; but .Mr. Coverlcy coatcudcd, that 
tlie fall was accidental, and time should he allowed 
for the woman to recover. However, all the com­
pany bci11g against him, lie was pronounced the 
lo er. 

,ve then went lo the drawing-room, Lo tea. 
After which, the evening hcing rc111arkably warm, 
""C all walked in the garden. Lord .Merton was 
quite riotous, and Lady Louisa in higl1 spirits ; 
1ml Mr. Coverley endea,·ourcd, in vain, to conceal 
his chagrir1. 

As Lord On·ille was thoughtful, and walked by 
l1im!'elf, I e.·pecLcd that, a~ usual, I should pass un­
noticed, and be left to my own meditations: lrnt 
this was not the case; for Lord Merton, enlirel_t 
off his guard, giddy equa11y from wine and success, 
was ver_y trouhlesome lo me; and, regardless of the 
prcscnre of Lady Louisa, which hithcrlo lias re­
iolrnincd him m·en from common ciYililv, he at­
tached him. elf lo me, during the walk, with a free­
dom of ga11antry tliat 1rnt me extremely out of 
countenance. He paid me the mosl high-flown 
compliments; and frequently and forcibly seized 
my hand, though I repeatrclly, all(l with nndi~sem­
l>led ang-cr, dre, it hack. Lord Ordllc, I ~aw, 
n·atched us with earnestness; aml Lady Louisa's 
unilcs were com·crted iuto looks of disdain. 
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I could not lJear to be thus silualcd ; an<l com­
plaiuing I was tirerl, I c1uickenccl my pace, with 
intention lo return to the house; but Lord :Merton, 
hastily following, caught my hand, and saying the 
day teas his oicn, yowed he would not let me go. 

"You must, my Lord," criedl,extremcly flurried. 
" You are the most charming girl in the world," 

said he, " and ue,er looked beltet· than at this 
moment." 

" l\Iy Lord," cried Mrs. Selwyn, advancing to us; 
" you don't consider, that the better l\Iiss Am·ille 
looks, the more striking is the contrast with your 
Lordship ; therefore, for your own sake, I would 
advise you not to hold her." 

" Egad, my Lord," cried Mr. Coverley, " I don't 
see what right you have to the best old, and the best 
young woman too, in the same day." 

" Best yo'.lrig woman !'' repeated l\lr. Lovel; 
" 'pon honour, Jack, you have made a most unfor­
tunate speech; however, if Lady Louisa can pardon 
you,-and her ladyship is all gooducss,-1 am sure 
nobody else can; for you have committed an out­
rageous solecism in goo,l manners." 

"And pray, Sir," said .Mrs. Selwyn," under what 
denomination may your own speech pass?" 

Mr. Lornl, turning another way, affected not to 
hear her: and Mr. Coverlcy, bowing to Lady 
Louisa, said, " Her Ladyship is well acquainted 
w~th my devotion ;-but, egad, I don't know how 
il is,-1 had always an unlucky turn at an epigram, 
and nm·er could resist a smart play upon words in 
mv life." 

·" Pray, my Lord," cried I, " let go my hand! 
pray, Mrs. Selwyn, speak for me." 

"M,v Lord," said Mrs. Selwyn," in detaioing 
Miss Anville any longer you 0nly lose Lime; for we 
are already as well convinced of your valour and 
your strength, as if you were to hold her nu age.'~ 
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"My Lord," said Mrs. Eeaumont," I must lJeg 

Jea,·e to interfere : I know not if Lady Louisa cau 
pardou you; hul as this young Lady is at my house, 
I do not choose to ha,·e her made unea. v." 

" I pardou him!" cried Lady Louisa;·" I declare 
l am mouslrous glad to get rid of him." 

"E,,.arl, my Lord," cried l\1r. Coverley," ,,·l1il~ 
you are grasping at a sliadow, ,rou'll lv~e a su~ 
stance; you'd bt:-t make your pc:..cc "'hile )OO 

aan." 
"PrnJ, 1 Jr. Co-vcrley, h quiet,"said Larly Louisa. 

pec,·ii:;hly; " for I declare I won't speak to him. 
Brother," takiu;; hold of Lord Orville's arm," wilJ 
, on walk in with me ?" 
• "\Vould to Heay-en,'' cried I, fri.,.htened to co 
bow much Lord .!\lerlon was iu lit1uor, '' that l too 
bud a brother !-and then I should not Le exposed 
tD su<'h treatment." 

Lord rvillc,inslantly quittiu:; Lnd) Loni a,said, 
« \\ ill lis n-ville allow me the l1011our of taking 
tl1at title?" and then, without wailin~ for any an,. 

swer, he disengaged me from Loni Merton ; and, 
handin..,. me to Lady Louisa, " Let me,'' added he, 
" take eqnal care of both my si, Len,;" and then, 
desiring her to lake hold of one arm, and beg••-ing 
me to make use of the other, we reached the houso 
in a moment. Lord .l\lerlon, diso <lcred as he was, 
,Ltewpled not to stop us. 

As soon as we entered the house, I withdrew my 
11,rm, and courtsiedmv thanks, form, heart was too 
full fo1· speech. Lady Louisa, eYidc~tly hurt at her 
brother's condescern,ion, and piqued e .. Lremcly by 
Lord :.\lcrton's behaviour, silently drew awa) hcr's; 
and biting her lip·, with a look of infinite Ye.xa• 
tion, alked ullculy up the hall. 

Lord Onille asked her if she would not go into 
the parlour? 

" 1'0," auswered she, haughtily," I leave you alild 
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)Our new sisler together: ·' and then sl1e walked up 
stairs. 

I was quite confounded at the pride and rudeness 
of this speech. Lord Orville himself seemed lhun­
derstrnck : I turned from him, and went into the 
parlour: he followed me, sayiug, " Must I now 
apologi:le to :Miss Anville for the liberty of my in­
terfcreuee ?-01· ou6ht I to apologize, that I did 
not, as I wished, in let fore sooner r" 

'' 0, my Lord,"cried I, with an emotion I could 
uot rept·e.s," it is from you alone I meet with any 
respect;-all others treat me with impertinence, 01· 

contempt!" 
I am sorry I had not more command of myself, 

as he had reason just then to suppose I particularly 
meant his sister; which, I am sure, mmt very much 
hurt him. 

" Good Hea,·eu," cried he, " that so much sweet­
ness and merit can fail to excite the love and a<l•1i­
ralion so justly their due ! I cannot,-! dare not 
e'i"prcss to you half the indignation I feel al this 
moment! '' 

" I am son·y, my Lord," said I, more calmly, 
" lo have raised it; but Jet,-in a situation that 
calls for protection, to meet only with mortifications, 
-,iudccd, I am but ill formed lo bear them!" 

' ' My dear Miss Anville," cried he, warmly," al­
low me to be your friend; tbi11k of me as if I were 
imleed youi· brother; and let me intreat you lo 
accepL my best senices, if there is any thing in 
which I can be ~o happy as lo shew my rcgar<l,­
my respect for you!" 

Before J had time lo speak, the rest of the party 
entered the parlour; and, as 1 did not wisu lo see 
any thiug· 1110fe of Lord Merton, al least before he 
had slept, I Jelcrmiucd lo leave it. Lord Orville, 
seeing my desig-u, said, as I passed him, "\Vill you 
i,;o ?" " Had not 1 best, my Lord?" said I. " I 

' I 
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am afraid," said he, smiling, " since I mmt uow 
speak as JOUr brother, I am afraid )OU h,1rl ;-Jon 
see JOU may lrusl me, siuce I ca11 ad rise agaim.L my 
own interest." 

I then left Lhe room, and ha,e hccn writing e,·er 
since. And, melbiuks, I can nercr lament Lhe 
rudeness of Lord :Mcrlon, as il has more Lhan e,·er 
coutirwcd lo rue the esteem c f Lord On ille. 

LETI'ER XXIII. 
E'\'ELIXA IN CO-:STI.:-.UATIO. ~, 

[Srpt. 30. 
On, Sir, what a strange incident ham I lo recite! 

,..-Jial a field of conjeclure to open ! 
Yesterday e,·eniug we all ,\cut to an assembly. 

Loi·d 0nille presented tickets to the whole family ; 
aud did me the J,onour, to the no mall surpri~e of 
all here, I belie,·e, to dance with me. Bute, er) day 
abounds iu fresh instances of his condescending po­
liteness; and he now lal.cs e,·ery opportunity of 
calling me hisfrie11d and his si~tu. • 

Lord Merton offcrc<l iilickct lo Lady Louisa; lmi 
sl1e was so much inceuscd against hirn, !Lat she re­
fused it wilh the utmost disdain : neither could he 
prcr-ail upon her to dance with him; she ~atslill Ll1e 
whole e,ening, and deigned not lo look al or speak 
to him. To me l1er behaviour is almost Lbe same : 
for she is cold, distant, and haughty, and her eyes 
express the greale:,;L contempt. lfot for Lord 0r­
,ille, how miserable would my residence here make 
me! 

We were joined in the ball-room by l\lr. Covcr-
1cy, Mr. Lo,el, and Lord l\lcrlon, who looked as if 
he was doing penancP., and sat all lhc evening next 
to Lady Louisa, vainly endeavouring to appease 
her anger, 
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Lord Onille began Lhe minuets; he danced with 
a young lady who seemed to engage the general al• 

lention, as he had uol been seen here before. She 

is pretty, and looks mild and goocl-humoured. 

"Pray, Mr. Lovcl," said Lady Louisa," who is 

that?" 
" Miss Belmont," answerecl he, " tl1e young 

heiress: she came to the \Yells yesterday." 
Struck with the name, I inrnluutarily repeated 

il; but noboJy l1eard me. 
" "\Vhat is her family?" said Mrs. Beaumont. 

" Have you not heard of her, )fa'am ?" crietl he; 

" she is only daughter and heiress of Sir John Bel­

mont." 
Good HeaTen, how did I start! the name sh·uck 

my ear like a thundc, boll. . Irs. Sel1Vyn, who im• 

mediately looked al me, said, " Be c,1lm, my dear, 

;rnd we will learn the truth of all Lhis." 
Till Lhen 1 had never imagined her lo be acquaint• 

ed with my story; but she has since told me, that 

she knew my unhappy mother, aud was well ia.­
formed of the whole affair. 

She asked l\Ir. Lovcl a multitude of questions; 

and I gathered from his answers, that this young la­

dy wasjust come from ahroatl "ilhSi1·John Belmont, 

who was now in London ; that she was nuder the 

care of his sister, l\lrs. Paterson ; and that she would 

inherit a considerable e:-tale. 
I cannot express the strange feclin"'S with which I 

was agitated during this recital. \Vhai, my dearest 

Sir, can it possibly mean? Did you cn)r hear of any 

after-marriage ?-or, mnsl I ~upposc, Lhat, while tlus 

lawful child is rejected, anuthe1·isa<loplccl?-J know 

not what to think! 1 am bcwiltlcrc<l with a contra­

riety of ideas ! 
\Yhen we came home, Mrs. Selwyn passcll more 

than an hour in my room con, ersin,ir upon this sub­

ject. She say is, that I ought ins tautly to go Lo to wo, 
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f\nd out my father, and Lave the affair cleared up. 
She assures me I have too stroug a re emhlance to 
my dear, though unknown, molher, to allow of the 
lcasl hcsilalion in my being owned, when once I am 
i.ccn. I~or my parl, I h:rrn no wish hut lo act bT 
yom direction. • 

I cannot gi..-e any account of the evening; so dis­
turl:<'d, so oC:cupied am I by tl-tis subject, that I c:lll 
think of no oll1cr. Iha\c entreated .i\lrs. SelwJn to 
ob. erve the strictest secrecy, anti she ha · promised 
that :-lie wilJ. Indeed, 5he has too much sen c to 

.l>e itllv communicatirn. 
Lo;d Orville took notice ofmy heing ahscnl and 

i.il<'nt; bnl 1 ,e11tured uol to inlrnsl him wilh tl1c 
cause. Forluuately, he was not of Ll1c party al the 
time .Mr. Lo,el made the disco,ery. 

Mrs. Selwyn sa_ys, tl1at if you approYC my going 
.to to",1, she will her~lf accompany me. I had a 
thousand times rather a k tlic prolcl'lion of l\tr,;. 

1irvan, but, after this offer, that "ill not he possi-
1,lc. 

Adieu, my d arcst ~ir. I :im snrc ~·ou ,vill write 
immediately, and I shall be all imratic11ce till your 
)cttcr arri'res. 

LETTER XXIV. 

~V£LINA IN CO!'>TINUATION. 

tOct. 1. 

Gooo God, my dear Sir, what a wonderful talf' 
l1a,e I again to relate! er-en yet, I am not rcco-rcr­

<l from my e,-t_rcme surprise. 
Yestcrd;ty morning, as soon as I ha<l finished my 

-J1asty 1l'Llcr, I was sumrnonc<l Lo attend a alking 
party to the Hot-wells. It coni-istc<l on1y of .Mrs. 
Selwyn and Lord Orvill TL latter "alkcd by 
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my i.idc all the way ; and l1is conYcrsation dissi­
p1ted my uneasiness, and insensibly restored my 
serenity. 

AL the pump-room I saw Mr. Macartney; I cour­
tesied lo him twiee ere lie would speak to me. When 
he did, l bcg,m to apologize for ]1'\ving disappoint­
ed him ; but I did not find it ,·ery easy to excuse 
myself, as Lord Orville's e}·es, with an expression 
of anxiety that distressed me, turned from him to 
me, and me to him, every word I spoke. Con­
Yinced, however, that I had really trifled with Mr. 
1\fac:irlncy, I scruple1l not to beg his pardon. He 
was then not merely appeased, but even grateful. 

He requested me to see him to-morrow: but I had 
JJOt the folly lo be again guilly of an indiscretion 
which had already caused me so much uneasiness ; 
and therefore I told him frankh-, that it was not iu 
my power at present to see hi~n but by accident; 
anti, to preveut his being offended, I hinted to him 
the reason I could not receive him as I wished to 
do. 

,vhen I had satisfi<'d both him and myself upon 
this suhjecl, I tnrned to Lord C,n·ille, and saw, with 
concern, the gra,·ity of his countenance. I WOftld 
}1'.lVe spoken to him, but knew not how: I believe, 
howercr, he read my thoughts; for, iu a little time, 
with a sort of serious smile, he said, " Does not 
Mr . .Macartney complain of his disappointment?" 

" Not much, my Lord." 
" And how have you appeased him?'' Pinding I 

l1esitatcd what lo answer, " Am I not your bro• 
ther ?" continued he, " and must I not enquire iulo 
, ·our alfairs ?" 
• " Certainly, my Lord," said I, laughing, " I only 
wish it were better worth your Lordship's while." 

" Let me, then, make immediate use uf my pri­
l'ilege. '\Vhen shall _you see Mr. l\lacartuey again?'' 

" Indeed, my Lord, I can't tell . ., 
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11 But,-do yon know tlmt I shall not suffer my 

sister to make a prim Le appoiutment ?" 
" Pray, my Lord," cried I earnestly, "use that 

word no more! Indeed, you shock me extremely." 
" That wouhl I not do for t!rc world," cried he, 

11 ~·et you know not how warml_y, how deeply I am 
interested, not only in all yonr concerns, but in all 
your actions." 

This speech-the mo!lt particular one Lord Or­
ville bad ever made to me, ended our com•ersation 
at that time ; for I was too much struck by it to 
make anv answer. 

Soon ·aner, l\fr. l\facartnev, in a low voice, in• 
treated me not to deny him the gratification of ~e­
turniug the money. While he was speaking, Ure 
young lady I saw yesterday at the assembly, wilh 
the large party, entered the pump-room. Mr. 
Macartney turned as pale as death, his voice faul­
lered, 1md he seemed not lo know what he said. 
I was myself almost eqnally disturbed, by the 
crowd of confused ideas that occurred to me. Good 
Hea,·en ! thought I, why should he be thus agital­
ed ?-is it posi.ible this can be the young lady he 
loved?-

In a few 111inutcs we quilted the pomp-room ; 
and, though I twice wished l\lr. 1\Jacartney ~ood 
morning, he was so absent he did not hear me. 

We did notimmediatelyreturn to Clifton, u Mrs. 
Selwyn had business at a pamphlet sl1op. \Vbilc 
she was looking at some new poems, Lord 0.-ville 
again •sked me when I should see Mr. Macartney? 

"Indeed, my Lord," cried I," I know not, but 
I would give the universe for a few moments con­
versalion with him !" I ttpoke this with a simple 
iocerity, and was not aware of the force ofmy ow11 

words. 
" The universe.!" repeated he, " Good God., Miu 

An ille, do you aay thi11 to me 1 
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" I would say it," returned I, '~ to any body, my 

Lord." 
" I beg your pardon," said he, in a voice that 

shewed him ill pleased, " I am answered !" 
":.\IyLord," cried I," you must not judge hardly 

of me. I spoke inadvcrlcnlly; but if you knew the 
painful suspense 1 suffer at this moment, you would 
not be surprised at what I have said." 

" And .-rnl<l a meeting with Mr. l\Iacarlncy r04 
)icve you from this suspense?" 

" Yes, my Lord, two words might be sufficie11t.' 
"\Vould to Hea·ven," cried he, after a short pause, 

that I were worthy lo know their import!" 
" \Vorthy, my Lord !-0, if that were all, yout 

Lordship could ask nothing I should not be ready to 
answer! If I were hut at liberty to speak, I sl1ould 
be proud of your Lordship's euquirics : but, indeed, 
1 am not-I haYe not any right to communicate the 
affairs of :Mr. ~lacartney ;-your Lordship cannot 
suppose I have." 

" I will own to you," answered J1e, " I know not 
what to suppose ; yet there seems a frankness e,·en 
in your mystery-and such an air of openness in 
you countenance, that I am willing to hope,-" 
He stopped a moment, and then added, " This 
meeting, you say, is essential Lo your repose?" 

" 1 did not say that, my Lord; but yet I have the 
most important reasons for wishing to speak to him." 

He paused a few minutes; nnd then said, with 
warmth," Yes, you shall speak lo him !-I will my­
self assist you !-Miss Anville, I am s11re, cannot 
form a wish agaim1t propriety : I will ask no qnes­
tions, I will rely upon he1· own purity, and, unin­
formed, blindfold as I am, I will serve her with all 
my iwwer !" And then he went into the shor, 
Jcaving me so strangely affected hy his generon1 
behaviour, that I almost wished to follow him wita 
my lhanks. 
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When l\frs. Selwyn had transacted her affairs, we 

returned home. 
The moment dinner was over, Lord Orville went 

out, and did not come back till just as we were s11111-

moued lo supper. This is the longest time he has 
spent from the honse sinC'e I ham heen al Clifton ; 
and JOU cannot imagine, my <lear Sir. how mnch I 
missed him. I scarce knew before how infinitely I 
am intlehted to him alone for the happi . s I have 
enjoJecl siuce I ham been al Mrs. Beanmont's. 

As 1 gene,·ally go clown stairs last, he came lo me, 
the moment the ladies had passecl by, anti said, 
" Shall you he at home lo-morrow-morniug ?" 

" l believe so, my Lord." 
"Aud will yon then receive a visitor for me?" 
" For JOII, my Lord!" 
" Yes :-I have made acquaiula11ce with fr. 

l\JacartlleJ, and he l1as promised lo call upon me to­
morro,v ahout three o'clock," 

Ancl then, Lakin; my hand, he led me down shirs. 
0 , ir !-was there e,·er snch another 111~11 ai; Lord 

Orville ?-Yes, one other now resides at B •rrv-Hill ! 
This morning- there has been a great deal ~f com­

pany here; hut al the time appointed h)' Lore! 0r­
,·ille, doubtless with that ,·onsideralion, the parlour 
is almost always empty, as c,cry body i8 dressi11g-. 

J\lrs. J3ca11mo11t, howe\·cr, was not go,rn up slaira 
when, fr ,\lararlncv i-enl iu his name. 

Lord 0nillc inrniedialely sai,l, " Beg tl1e fa, our 
of him lo walk in. You ~cc, l\Iadam, lhal J con­
si1ler mn,clf as at home." 

" I h~ipc :-o," answered l\1rs. Beaumont, " or I 
sl10uld he Ycry u111'nsv_•· 

-:\lr. :\Jacartnc, the;1 entered. I lH'lie,e we lmth 
fell Yen· conscio~1s to whom tlie vi.-it wns paid : hnt 
Loni On·illc rcccirnd him as his own guest; and 
not merely cnterlained him as such while.Mrs . .Beall• 

VOL, 11, 
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monl remained in the room, buL for some time after 
ishe had lell iL: a delicacy Lhat s,ned me from the 
em barrassmcnt I should ha, e fol t, had he immedi­
ately quilted us. 

ln a few minutes, howerer, he ga,·e l\lr. l\Ia~arl­
ney a book,-for I, too, by way of pretence for 
contiuuiug in the room, prclended to Le reading,­
-and be){ge<l he would be i<o good as Lo look it over, 
while he allswere<l a nole, which he would dispatell 
in a few lllinulrs, and return to him. 

\Yhen he was gone, we liolh parLed with our 
books; and Mr. l\JacarL11cy, a~ain producin:r the 
paper wilh the mo11ey, besought me to aecepdt. 

" Pray," said l, still <le<'lining 1t, "did JOU know 
tl1e JOung lady who ca111e into the pump-room yes­
terday murning?'' 

" Know her!" repealed he, changing colour, 
" Oh, but too well!'' 

"Indeed!'' 
"\Vhy, l\Jadam, do JOU ask ?" 
" l must beseech )'Ou to ~atisfy me furll1er nplm 

this suhject; pray tell me who she is." 
"loriolably a,- I meant to keep my secret, 1 can 

refuse you, l\laclam, 11otLing ;-tLat lady-is the 
daughter of Sir John Belmont !-of Ill) father!" 

" Gracious IIca,·en !" crie,l I, imolunlaril) lay­
.fog my hand on l1is arm, " you arc theu-" my 
brotl1tr, I would ham said, but my ,·oice failed me, 
and I h,srst into tears. 

" 0b, Madam," cried he, " wl1al does tbi1 
mean ?-what can thus distress JOU?'' 

l could not answer, but held out my hand to 
l1im. He seemed greatly surprised, aud talked ia 
lii~h terms of m v cunde~cension. 

-.. Spare your:i•lf, ., cried I, wiping my eJes, '' spare 
yourselfthism1slake,-JOU ha,·e aright lo all I cao 
Jo for you; the similarity of our circumslar.ces-" 

Weweretbenintcrrnpted bythecnlrancet•f l\-Jn;L 
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Selwyn; and .l\Ir. l\Iacarlney, fin.Jing no probabi:. 
Jity of our being left alone, \\as nbliged to lake 
lca,,e, though, I beliern, ,cry rcluclanlly, while in 
such i'!Uspeme . 

. Mrs. SclwJn, then, lly <lint of inlerrogalorie., 
drew from me the i',late of this affair. She is so 
prnelrating, that there is no possibility of c, ading 
to girn her safo,faction. -

ls not this a strange event? Cood Hea,en ! how 
lillle did I think that the visits I so un"illingly 
paid al ;\Jr. llranghlon's would ha,c introduced 
n,e lo so near a relation! I will ne, er again regret 
the Lime I spent in to\\n this summer : a circum­
stance so fortunate will alwaJS make me think of it 
with pleasure. 

• • • • • • 
I 11am juslreeei,·edyour lcller,-and ithasalmost 

broken rny heart !-Oh, Sir! the illu~ion is o,er, 
indeed! liow rninly ha,e I flattered, ho,, rni~erably 
<lecehe<l myself! Longsinee,douhlful of the i',itua­
tion of my heart, I dreaded a scrntiny ;-hut now, 
r,o, that l ha, e i-o long escaped, J began, indeed, to 
think my ~afety insured, lo hope that my fears were 
cau6cle. s, and Lo bclie,·e that my good opinion and 
esteem of Lord Onillemight Leo\\ned \\ilhoulsus­
pieion, and felt wilhoul danger ;-n1i~erahly deeei,-­
ecl, indeed! Jlis sight is /Jamji1l to my l'l'J'OSP ;-his 
s:icitty i:; deuth to my future tranquillit!f ! Oh, Lord 
Orville! could I Lave helic, cd Lhal a fricll(hhip so 
grateful lo my heart, so soothin[\' Lo my distresses, a 
fricud,hip, "liich, in every n•specl, did me rn much 
l1011u11r, would oulyscrvc to cmhiller all my future 
moment,;! -\\ hat a slran~r, what au unhappy cir­
cumstance, tLal my g-ralilm!c, though so ju\.LIJ ex­
cited, should he so fatal to my pcac·e ! 

Yes, ~ir, J u·i/1 quil him ;-wo•1ld lo IJe:n-cn l 
could al this monwnl ! ,,ithoul seeing him a~ain,­
without trusting to my now comcions cmotiou !~ 
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Oh, Lord Orville, how litlle do yon know the eTila 
I owe lo you! how little suppose that, when most 
dignified by your allenlion, I wa~ most lo he pitied, 
-and when most exalted bJ your notice, you were 
most my enemy! 

You, Sir, relied upon my ignorance ;-1, alas, 
upon your exp,.rience; and, whenever I doubted 
the weakness of my heart, the idea that yor, did not 
suspect il, reas,-ure<I me,-restored my courage, 
and confirmed rnv error!-YP.t am I most sensihle 
of the kindness of J0Ur silence. 

Oh, Sir! why have I ev,~r quitted yon ? wl1y been 
exposed lo 1ht11gers lo which I am so unequal ? 

But I will lea\'C this place, le:n·e Lord Orville,­
lcave him, perhap'-, for ever 1-110 mallrr; yo,1r 
connsel, your goodness, m:iy Leach me how to re­
eover the peace ancl Lhe serenity of which 111y un­
guarded folly has hc-guiled me. To yon alone do I 
trust, in you alone confide, for every fumre hope 
I may form. 

The more I consider Lhe parlin.~ with Lord Or­
ville, the less fortilnde do I feel to hear Lb~ separa• 
tion ;-the friendship he has shown 111e,-his po• 
liteness-his sweetness of rnanners,-his concern 
in my affairs,-his solicitude lo oblige me,-all, 
all to he given up!-

No, I cannot tell him I am going,-[ dare not 
trust myself Lo lake le,we of ltim,--1 will run away 
without seeing- him :-implicitly will I follow your 
advice, avoid his si~ht, a11.I ~hun his socich · ! 

To-morrow morning I will set off for Ue;ry Hill. 
Mrs. Selw\'n anti .\lrs. Beaumont slnll alone know 
my intention. A111I lo-da_,·-1 will sp ml in my 
own room. The rcadi•wss of my oh!!rlicuce is the 
only atonement [ can offer for lbe weakue:;s which 
calls for it,; excrliou. 

Can you, will you, most honoured, most dear Sir! 
sole prop by which the poor Evelina is supported,-

.. 
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can you, without reproach, without displeasure, re­
ccirn the child you have so carefully rearcd,-from 
,,Jiosc e<lucalion helter fruil might have been ex.­
pccted, and who, blushiug for her unworthiness, 
fears to mecl the e.}e by which she has heen che­
ri~he<l ?-Oh, yes, lam sure )OIi will! ): our Eve­
lina's errors are those of the judi::\'ment; and you, 1 
well know, 1,ardon all hut those of the hearl ! 

LEITER XX\'. 

EYELI.NA IN CONTINUATION. 

[Clifton, October 1, 

I II AYE only time, my dearest Sir, for three words, 
lo ovcrta1:c my lasl lelter, and prernnt your expect­
ing me imrnedialrly; for, when I communicated 
ID) intention lo Mrs. Selwyn, she would not hear of 
it, and declared it would be highly ridiculous for mo 
to go before I received au answer to my intelligence 
conceming the journey from Paris. She has, there­
fore insisted upon rny wailing Lill your ne. l letter 
arrives. I hope you will not be displeased at my 
compliance, though it is rather against 111y own 
juclgment: buL l\lrs. Selwyn quite o,erpowered me 
with the force of her arguments. l will, howe, er, 
1cc , ery lillle of Lord Onille ; I will nc\ er come 
down stairs hefore breakfast; give up all my walks 
in the garden; seat my~elf nc:-.t lo Jlrs. SclwJn; 
and not merely a,oid his conver~alion, but shuu his 
presence. I will exert all Lhe prudence and all the 
resolution in my power, to prC\cnL this shorl delay 
from giring you an~, further unea~incss. 

dieu, un dearest Sir. I shall nol now leave 
Cliflou 1ill i ham your direcliow;, 
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EVELINA IN" CONTINUATION. 

[October ~-
YESTERDAY, from the time I received your kind, 

though heart-piercing letter, I kept rny room,-for 
I wa,; equally unable an,1 unwillin~ Lo sc~ Lord Or­
ville ; but this morning, fiuding I seemed destined 
to pass a few days longer here, I endeaYourcd to 
calm my !'pirils, and to appear as usnal ; though I 
determined lo avoid him Lo Lhe utmost of my power. 
Indeed, as I entered the parlour, wl1en called to 
breakfast, my thnui;J1ts were so mucl1 occupied with 
your letter, that I felt as much confusion at hii1 sight, 
as if be had himself been informed of its contents. 

Mrs. Beaumont made me a i.light compliment 
upon my recovery, for I had ple1uled illuesi1 to excuse 
keeping my room : Lady Lou ii.a spoke not a word; 
but Lord Orville, little imagining himself the cause 
of my indisposition, enquired concerning my heaHp 
with the most distinguishing politeness. I hardly 
made any a11swe1·; and, for the first time since I 
11:i.ve been here, contrived to sit at some distance 
from him. 

I could not help observinir that my reserve sur­
prised him ; }CL he persisted in his civilities, and 
seemed to wish to remove it. But I paid him very 
little allention; and the moment breakfast was over, 
instead of taking a hook, or walking in the garden, 
I retired to my own room. 

Soon arter, Mrs. Selwyn came to tell me, that 
Lor,) Orville had been proposing I sl1ould take an 
airing, and persuading her lo let him drive us both in 
his phaeton. She delh•ered the messa!!'e with an 
a,-ebness that made me blu~h ; and add~, that an 
airing, in my Lord Orrille'scarriage, could ootfailto 
re!ive my spirits. There i, no possibilit.Y of escap· 
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ir.~ her discernment; she has frequently rallied me 
upon his lonl.-liip's allenlion,-a11d, alas !-111mu 
the pl1•:1surc with which l have receirnd it! Ilow­
e,er, I absolnlcly rcf'use<l the offer. 

"\Veil,'' said she, laugl,i11g, " I cannot jusl now 
indulg-c JOH "ilh any soliC'ilalion; for, lo tel l JOll 

the lruth, i haYe business Lo transact al lhc \Veils, 
and am glad lo be excused myself. I woul<l ask 
JOU to walk with 111e ;-but since Lord Orville is 
refused, I htlYe not the presumption to hope for 
succe~s.'' 

" In1\ecd," cried I, " you are mi~Lakcn ; i will at• 
lend JOU wilh pleasure." 

" 0 rare <'<>quclry !" cried sl1e, "surely it must 
be inherent in our :e. · , or it coul<l not ht!~·e liceu 
imhihcd at Th•1-r,· Ilill." 

1 had not s1;irits lo answer her, and therefore 
1ml on my hat aud cloak in silence. 

" J presume," c•rntinucd she, dril ·, " his Jord­
sl1ip may walk with us?" 

" lt' so, "lad:1111,'' said I, " JOU will ha,•e a com­
panion, and I will stay at ltorue.'' 

" :\l_y dear child," cried she, " did you bring the 
cerlifiealc of your birth "ilh you?" 

" Dear .:',l:ulam, 110 !" 
" \Yhy then, we shall nevcl· he knowu again at ' · 

llerry 11 i II." 
1 i,,J L loo conseiou;; to enjoy her pleasantry : hut 

I helic, c she was detcrmi11etl to torn, nt me, for sho 
asked if she should inform Lonl On ille that i de­
sire,\ him not lo be of Lire parl.\? 

" lh no mean~, ;\fa<l:un; bul, imlcc<l, I had ra­

t!11•r u;,t "alk mvself." 
" J\Iy <kar,'' ~ried flie, '' I really do not know 

v<m this mornin!{,-you havo ccrt:1inly heen taking 
; lcs•i011 of L-tdy Louis:t." 

She llwn went down stairs; l)llt presently relurn­

iu;, told me she had acc1uainted Lord Onille that 
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I did not choose to go out in the phaeton, bat 
preferred a walk, tetc-a-tete with her, by way of va­
riety. 

I said nolhing, but was really vexed. She bid 
Jne go down stairs, and said she would follow im­
mediately. 

Lord Orville met me in the hal1. " I fear," said 
J1e, " Miss Amille is not yet quite well ?" and be 
would have taken mv hand, l,ut I turned from him, 
aud courtesying slightly, went into the parlour. 

l\lrs. Beaumont and Lady Louisa were at work ~ 
Lord Merton was talking with the laller; for he 
Jias now made his peace, and is again received i11lo 
favour. 

I seated myself, as u'sual, by the window. Lord 
Orville, in a few winnles, came Lo me, and said, 
" \Vhy is Miss Amille so grave?" 

"Not gram, my Lord,'' said I," only stupid:» 
and I touk up a Look. 

" You will go," said he, after a short pause," to 
the assemhly to-night." 

"No, my Lord, cerlainly 'not." 
" Neither tlien will I; for I should be sorry to 

sully the remembrance I have of the happiness I en• 
joyed at the last." • 

l\Irs. ~clwJn then coming in, general enquiriet 
were made lo all but me, of who would go lo the 
aissembly ? Lord Orvrne instantly declared he had 
1elters to write at home; l•ut every one else settled 
to go. 

I then hastened l\Irs. SelwJ'n away, though not 
before she had said lo Lord Orville, "Pray, has 

our Lordship obtained Miss Anville"s leave to fa• 
vour us with your company ?" 

" I have not, Madam," answered lie, " had the 
vanity to ask it." 

During our walk, Mrs. Selwyn tormented me 
unmercifully. She--told me, that since I declined any 
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a<ldilion to our party, I must, doubtless, be con­
scious of my own }lowers of cnlcrta.iument; and 
begged me, therefore, to e:>..ert them freely. l re-
11ented a thousand times having consented to walk 
alone with her : for though J made the most pain­
ful clfo1Ls lo appear in spirits, her raillery quite 
overpowered me. 

'" e went first lo the pump-room. It was full of 
company; and the moment \\C entered, I heard a 
murmuring of, " That's ~he !" and, lo my gre:!.t 
confusion, I saw e,·ery CJe turned towards me. I 
pulled DI.) hat o,er my face, and, by the as!>istance 
of "lrs .. 'ehv.)n, ondca,·oured to screen myself from 
obsenation: nc, erlheless, I fou11d I was so muc,·h 
the ohjeC'l of general allention, that I in treated her 
to hasleu a-1-, ay. But unfortunately she had entered 
into comer:ation, ,ery earnestly, with a ge11Llema11 
of her aequaiulance, and won Id not listc11 to me; 
but rni<l, LIJ,tl if I was tin·d of "ailing, 1 might 
walk on to the milliner's with the .c\li~ • \\talk ins, 
two ~oung ladies I had seen al .Mrs . .Beaumoul's, 
who were goiug- thither. 

I accepted tl:e offer ,·er~ readily, aud away we 
went. But we ha<l nol gone three) anl,.,, before we 
were followed by a party of .'01111~ nwn, who took 
e, ery possible opporluniLJ or luol ing al us, and, as 
th!•, walked bchiuJ, talhe(l a.101111, in a 111:111m•r at 
ouc~ uniutclli~il>le and absurd. " Y!!s," cridl 
one," 'ti!i , cerlainly she !-lllark but her blushing 
cheek!" 

" And then her eye-her dou ncast tyc !"-cried 
another. 

" True, oh rnn:;t true," s:tid a third, " every 
be111tt11 i, her 011·11 !'' 

" But Lhcn,'' said the first," her mind,--now thi,­
dillicultv is, Lo find oul the lrulh of that, for she will. 
uul ~ay; word.'' 

II J 
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" She is timid," answered another ; " mark but 

her timid afr." 
During this conversation, we walked on silent 

and quick : as we knew not to whom it was parti­
cularly addressed, we were all equally ashamed, and. 
equally desirous to avoid such unaccountable ob-
11ervalions. 

Soon after we were caught in a shower of rain. 
We hurried on ; and these gentlemen, following 
us, offered their services in the mosl pressing man­
ner, begging us to make use of their arms ; and, 
while I almost ran, in order to avoid their imper­
tinence, I was suddenly met by Sir Clement Wil­
loughby! 

We both started : " Good God!" he exclaimed, 
" Miss Anville !" and then, regarding my tormen­
tors with an air of displeasure, he earnestly en­
quired, if any thing had alarmed me? 

" No, no ;" cried I, for I found no difficulty nO\Y 
to disengage myself from these youths, who, proba­
bly, concluding from Lhe commanding air of Sir 
Clement, that he had a right to protect me, quietly 
gave way to him, and entirely quilted us. 

With his usual impetuosity, he then began a thou­
sand enquiries, accompanied wilh as many compli­
ments; and he told me, that he arrived at Bristol 
bul this morning, which 1,e had entirely devoted to 
endeavours lo discover where I lodged. 

" Did you know, then," said I, " that I was at 
Bristol?" 

"Would to Hea,·en," cried lie," tliat I could re• 
main in ignorance of JOUr proceedings with the 
same contentment ,on do of mine! then should I 
not for e"er jo•Jrney upon the wings of Hope, to 
meet ID) ow11 despair! You cannot eveu judge of 

)he cruelty of my fate; for the ease and serenity of 
your mind incapacitates you from feeling for thti 
agitation of mine !" 

I 
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The ea!le and serenity of my mind! alas, ho'"! 

little do I meril those words! 
" But," added he, " had accident brought me 

hither, had I not known of your journey, the rnico 

·of fame would ha, e proclaimed it to me iustanll y 

U}>On my arri\al." 
" 'l'he voice of faurn !" repealed I. 
" Yes, for your~ was the lirsl name I beard at Lise 

pm1111-room. But had l 11ot heard your name, such 

a description could ha·rn painted no one else." 

" Indeed," said 1, " I <lo not under laud you." 

But, just then arri,·ing al the milliners, our com cr­

ation ended ; for l\liss \\'atkins called me to look 

al caps and ribbous. 
Sir Clemeul, however, has the art of being always 

at home; he was , erJ soon engaged, as husil y as 

oursehes, in looking at lace ruffles; )Cl he Look 

an opportunity of saying to me, i11 a low , oice, 

"How charmed I am to see you look so well! I 

was told you \\ere ill ;-but I never saw you in Let · 

ter hcalth,-ncyer more infinitely lmcly !" 

I lurned away to examine the ril>bons, and soon 

after l\lrs. Seh\yn made her appearance. I found 

that she was acquainted with ~ir Clement, and her 

manner of speakiug lo him conYinced we that he 

was a favourite with her. 
, hen their mutual compliments were o,·cr, . he 

turned to me, and said, " Pray, ::\Iiss Am·illc, how 

long can you live without 11ou.rish111cnt?" 

" Indeed, Ma'am," said I, laughing, " I have 

neyer tried." 
" Because so long, and no longer," answered she, 

" you may remain al llristol." 
" \\ ln, what is the mallcr, l\la'am ?" 
"The· rnallcr !-why, all th • ladies arc al open 

war with _,,uu,-thc whole pump•room is in eoufo­

sion ; and you, innocent as you pretend lo look, 

an: the cause. Howenir, if JOU Lake ruy advice, JOU 
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ll'ill be ,,ery careful how you eat and drink during :your stay." 
, I hcgged her to explain f1erself: and she then 

toM me, that a copy of verses had becu dropped 
fo the pump-room, and rend there aloud : " The 
beauties of the \Veils," i:aid she, " are all men .. 
tioued, hut you are tJ1e Venus to whom the prize is given." 
• " Is .it then possible," cried Sir Clement, " that you ha, e uot seer, ther.e verses?" 

" I hardl:f know," answered I, " whether any body has." 
"1 assnrc you," said 1\Jrs. Selw_p1, "if JOU give me tl1e imention of them, you do me an honour I by no means deserve." 
" I wrote down iu my tablets," said Sir Clement, " the stanzas which concern Miss Anv iJ le thi1o morn­

ing at the pump-room ; and I will do m~ self the houour of cop yin~ them for her this eveni11g.'' 
" But why the part that concerns Miss A11t'i/le ?" 

11aid l\Jrs. Selwyn ; '' Did JOU ever sec l1cr before this moruing ?" 
" 0 yes," answered lie, " J h:n e l1ad that happi­ness frequently at Captain 1\tirrnn's. 'l'oo, loo fre­

quently !" added he, in a low i·oice, as Mrs. SehvJn turned to the milliner: and as soon as she was occu­
pied in examining some trimmings, he came to me, and, almost whether I would or not, entered into conversation ,,ith me. 

" J hai·e a thousar,d things," cried lie, " lo say to you. Pray where are JOU?" 
" \Vith Mrs. SelwJn, Sir." 
"Indeed !-then, for once, chance is my friend. And how long haYe JOU bceu here?" 
" About three weeks." 

• " Good Heaven ! what an anxious search have J had, lo discover your abode, since JOU so sud­denly left town! The termagant l\Iadame Duval nt-
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ru~cJ me all intelligence. Oh, ~I i .. s Am ille, did 

JOU know what 1 hani endured! the sleepless, 

rcsllc s slalc of susp nse I ha\C been torlured 

with, )Oll could not. all cruel as ) ou arc, :you 

could not ha\C reccircd me wilh such frigid in­

difference ?'' 
" Received you, Sir!" 
"\\ hy, is not my ·visit to you? Do JOU think I 

should ham made this jonm<'y, hul for Lhe happi­

noss of again seeing) on ?" 
" Indeed it is possil,le l might,-siucc so many 

others do." 
" Cruel, cruel girl! you knotv tl1at I adore yon! 

)OU lmow you are the mistress of my soul, and :ubi­

trcss of my fate !" 
l\trs. Selwyn then ad,·ancing to us, he assumed a 

more di:-cngagcd air, and asked, if he should not 

have the pleasure of seeing her in the c,ening at 

the a~~embly? 
" Oh, yes," cried he, " we shall certainly be 

there; o JOU may bring the ,·erses with ) ou, if 

Miss ,\nville can wait for them so long." 
" I hope then," returned he, " that you will do 

me the honom· lo dance \,ith me?'' 
1 thanked him, lrnt said I i;uould not he at th 

assembly. 
" ot be at the assemhly !'' cried l\frs. Selwyn, 

"\\.hJ, have yo1, too lcllen, lo writo?" 
~lie looked at me \\ilh a si~nilicant archness l11at 

made me colour; aud I ba:,LilJ ans\\cred," ~o, in­

deed, '.\la'a111 !" 
" You Lave not!'' cric(l she, Jet more drily; 

" then pr~y, Ill) ,lcar,.~o you stay at home lo help, 

-or lo huuhr others~ 
" To do neither, ."\fa'am," answerecl I, in much 

co11fusiou ; " so, if JOU please, I will not slay at 

home." 
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"You allow me, Lhen," said Sir Clement," to hope for the honour of your hand ?" 
I only bowed,-for the dread of Mrs. Selwyn's raillery made me not dare refuse him, 
Soon after this we walked home : Sir Olement 

accompanied us ; and the conversalion that passed 
l)etwecn l\lrs. Selwyn and him was supported in so 
lively a manner, that I should l1a·rn been much en­
tertained, had my mind been more al ease : but, 
alas! I could think of nothing but the capricious, 
the unmeaning appearance which the alteration ir, 
my conduct must make in Lhe eyes of Lord Orville! 
And much as I wish to a~·oid J1im, greatly as I de­
sire to save myself from Laving my weakness known 
to him,-yet 1 cannot endure to incur his ill opi­
nion,-and, unacquainted as he is with the reasons by 
wl1ich I am actuated, how can lie fail contemning a 
change to him so unaccountable ? 

As we enler,ed the garden, J1e was the first object 
we saw. He adrnnced Lo meet us; and I could not 
help observing, that al sight of each other both he and Sir Clemt-"flt changed colour. 

\Ve went into tho parlour, where we found the 
same party we liad left, Mrs. Selwyn presented Sir 
Clement to l\trs. Beaumont; Lady Louisa and Lord 
l\:erton he seemed well acquainted with already. 

'l'he conrnrsation was upon the general subjects, 
of tl1e weather, the company at the \Velis, and the 
news of the day. But Sir Clement, drawing his 
chair next to mine, took every opportunity of ad­dressing himself to me in particular. 

I could not but remark the striking difference of 
his attention, and that of Lord Orville : the latter 
J1as such gentleness of manners, such delicacy of 
conduct, and an air so respectful, that, wJ1tm be flat­
ters most, he nernr distresses; and when he mo t 
confers honour, appears to receive it! The former 
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o1,tn1dcs his attention, and forces mine _; it is so 
poinLed, th 1t it always confuses me, and so public, 
tlmt it attracts general notice. Indeed l ha,e some­
times thought that he would ralher wish, than dislike 
to ha,·e his partiality for me known, as he takes great 
care to pre, ent my being spoken to by any but 
Limself. 

'\I\ hen at length he went away, Lord Or\'ille took 
)1is ~eat, and said, with a half smile, " hall J call 
Si1· Clement,-or will you call me an usurper for 
taking this pi.tee ?-You make me no answer?­
Must I then suppose that Sir Clement-" 

" It is little worth your Lordship's whilP.," said 
I, " to suppose any thing upou so insiguificant an 
occasion." 

" Pardon me," cried he ;-to me nothing is in• 
significant in which you are concerned." 

To this I made no answer ; neither did he say 
any thing more, till the ladies retired lo dress: and 
then, when I would haYe followed them, he stopped 
me, saying," One moment, I entreat JOU!" 

I turned back, and he went on, " I greatly fear 
that I ha,e been so uufortunate as to oficnd you; 
yet so repugnant to my ,ery soul is the idea, that I 
know not how to suppose it posF-ible I can unwit­
tingly ha,e done the thing in the world that, de­
signedly, I would wi~h to avoid." 

" .. To, indeed, my Lord, JOU have not," said I. 
" You sigh!" cried he, taking my liand," would 

to Heaven I were the sharer of your unea:,,incss, 
,vhencesoe,er it springs! with what earnestness 
would I not struggle to alle,iate it !-Tell me, my 
dear :;\li:s Anville,-my new-adopted sister, my 
11weet and most amiable friend!-tdl me, I beseech 
JOU, if I can afford you any a~sistance ?" 

" one, none, my Lord!'' cried I, withdrawin&' 
my hand, and moving towards the door. 



"Is iL Ll1rn impossible I ran scnc you ?-Perhaps 
JOU wish lo see l\Ir. l\1ararluc_y again?'' 

" No, my Lord." Ami 1 held Lhe door open. 
" I am not, 1 own, sorry for tl1at. Y cl, oh! l\Iiss 

Am·ille, Ll1crc is a queslion,- Lhcrc is a conjccl11re, 
-I know not how lo mention, because I cl read the 
result !-But I see you are in haste ;-perhaps in 
the e,·cning I may ham Lhc honour of :i longer con­
, ·cr:;alion.-Y cl 01,c Lhing will you hayc lhe good­
ness lo allow me lo ask ?-Did JOU, this morning, 
,,hen JOU wcr,t to the ,Yells,-did you know who 
you should meet Lhere ?" 

"\Vho, my Loni?" 
"I beg JO.ur pardon a thousand times for a curi­

osity so uulicem,cd ;-but I will say no more at 
present." 

He bowed, cxpecling me Lo go ;-and then, with 
lJUick steps, but a ]1c:n·y heart, I came lo my own 
room. Ilis question, I am sure, meant Sir Clement 
\Villoughby; and l1'ld I uot imposer! upon myself 
the se,ere Lask ofaroiding, flJing Lord OnilJc wili1 
all lllJ po\\er, I would instantl_y ham satisfied him 
of my ignorance of .Sir Clement's journey. And yet 
mote did I long Lo say something of the assembly, 
since I found he depended upon my spending the 
rening al home. 

l did not go down stairs again Lill tltc family was 
asi;emblcd lo dinner. l\Iy dress, I saw, i-Lruck Lord 
On·ille with astonishment; aml I was IIIJSclf so 
much ashamed of appearing whimsical and un­
steady, that I could not look up. 

" I understood," said .Mrs. Beanmout, " that 
Mi~!I Anville did not g-o out Lhis ernning." 

" Iler inlenlion in Lhe morni11g," said l\frs. Sel­
WJn," wa-; Lo ~lay al home; LuL Lhere i11 a fasci­
nating power in an asst:ml,1_11, which, !Jpon ~econd; 
thoughb, i11 uot to be resi5lcd." 
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., The assembly !'' cried Lord Orville; " are "VOU 

then going lo Lhc asi.cmLly ?" • 

I made no auswe1· ; aml we all look our places al 

table. 
It was not wilhoul clifficully Lhat I conlri,ed to 

gi\C up my usual scat; but 1 was determined lo ad­

here lo the pronnsc in my yeslerdaJ'S leller, though 

I i;aw that Lord Orville seemed quite coufounded 

at my "Visible endeavours lo ayoid him. 
Aller dinner, we all went into the drawing-room 

together, as there were 110 gentlemen to detain his 

lordship; and then, Lefore 1 could place mpelf ,rnt 

of his way, he said," You are then really going to 

the assembly ?-May I a:-k if you shall dance?" 

" I beli ve not,-mJ Lord." 
"If I did not fear," continued he, " that you 

would be tire<l of the same partner at two following 

as ·emblies, 1 would give up my letler-w1·iting till 

lo-morrow evening, and ~olicit the honour of your 

hand." 
" lf I do dance," sai<l I, in great confusion, " l 

belie,·c I am eugao-ed." 
" Engaged!" cried he, with earnestness, " l\lay 

I ask lo whom?" 
" To-Sir Clement \Villoughby, my Lord." 

He said nothing, but looked \cry little pleased, 

and <lid noL address him~olflo me any more all lho 

aflcrnoon. Oh, , "ir !-thus situated, how comfort­

less \Vere the feeling~ of) our Evelina ! 
Earl)' in the e,·cning, with bis accustomed assi<lui• 

ty, Sir Clement came to conduct us to the assembly. 

llc soon coulri"Vcd to scat himself next me, an<l, in 

a low voice, paid me so many compliments, that I 

knew not \\hich way lo look. 
Lord Orville hard I) spol.c a word, and his coun­

tcu:mce was gra,· and thoughtful; Jet, whcneYer I 

rai~cd my cJC ·, his, I pcrcehc<l, were direclcll to-
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wards me, though inslanlly, upon meeting min:-, lte looked another way. 

In a shorl time, Sir Clement. laking fro111 his 
pockel a folded paper, said, almosl i11 a whii,;per, 
" lJC're, lo\'cliest of women, yon will see a fain I, au 
unsuccessful allempl lo p~iut Lhe object of all my 
adoration ! Jet, weak as are lhe lines for the purpose, 
I envy be_yond expression lhe happy mortal who lns d,,rc,I 11nke the effort." 

" 1 will look al them," said I, "some other Lime:' 
For, conscious Lhal I was ohsene<l bv Lord On-ille, 
I could nol bear he should ~ee me take a wrillc11 pa­
pt'r, so prirnlely oflcred, front Sir Clement. But 
Sir Clement is an irnpraclieab!e man, and l ne,·er 
yet succeecleJ in any atlempt lo fru,Lrate whatet·a he has pla11ned. 

" No," said he, still iu a whisper," you musl lake 
them now, while Lady Louisa is awaJ ;" for she 
und Mrs. Sclw_yu were gone up stairs lo finish their 
dress, " she must by no means see them." 

" Indeed," said I, " [ lHt,·e no intention lo she1Y them." 
•• But the only way," ans1Yered lie, " lo an,id 

suspicion, is to lake them i11 her ahgcucc. I wonlil 
L:trn read them aloud mnclf, but Lliat lhcv arc not 
proper lo be seen by any bod_v in this hou~-;c, your­self and ~1rs. Selwyn excepted." 

Then agai11 he presented me the paper, which I 
now was obliged lo take, as I fount! clecli11i11g il was 
vain. But J was sorry thal this acliou shoultl be 
seen, and the whisperin~ remarked, though the 
purport of the com crsation was left lo conjeclure. 

As 1 held it in my hand, Sir Clement tcazed me. to look at il immediately; and told me, the reason 
lie could uot produce the lines pnhlicly wa,;, that 
among the ladies who were mentioned, a111l suppo..ed 
to be rejected, was Lady _Louisa La,·pcul. I am 
wuch concerned at this cireumslancl', as I cann8t 



1G3. 

tlonl,L bul tlial il will rc11der me more disagreeable 

to h 1· than e,er, if she shoul<l hear ofil. 

I will now cop} tlie , erH•s, "hich Sir Clement 

l'I ould not let me rest Lill I had read. 

EF. lasl achance, with hasl1ful grare, 

Downcasl l') e, alHl blushing check, 

'fimi<l air, and beanlc·o11s face, 
A:\'YII.Ll',-\\hom Lhe Graces seek. 

Though C\'ry l>eauly is her own, 
And lhou!!;h her mind each virtue fill~, 

A~rIT.r.r,-lo her power unknown, 

Artless slrikcs,-u11co11scious kills. 

I am sure, my dear Sir, you will not wonder Lliat 

a paneioric uch as Lhis i,hould, in reading, girn me 

the grcale. L confusion; and, unforlunaLely, before I 

had finished il, the ladies rclurnf'<l. 
"\\'Lat ham 3ou there, my , dear?" said frs. 

Sclw,n 
"\othing, l\Ia'am," said I, ]iaslily folding, and 

pulling il in Ill) pocket. 
" And has nothing," cried she, " the power of 

rouge I" 
J made no answer ; a deer sic;h, which escaped 

Lord Orville at lliat momenl, reached my ears, and 

ga,·c me iwnsalions-wh1eh J dare nol mention! 

Lord ;\]erlon then handed Lady Loni. a and .\ fr~. 

Beau11101il Lo the lallcr's carriage. ln;., chv:,.n led 

the way lo Sir Clement's, who h:rn<lcd me in after her. 

During the ride l did not once speak; bul when 

I came lo the as~{'mhly room, Sir Clement look care 

tlial I should nol presenc my ·ilcnec. Ile a:-.ked 

me imrnr<lialely to daucP.; 1 begged him to C:\.cuse 

mr, and ·eek some other parlnrr. But on the con­

traq, he told me, he was , ery glad I would it slill, 

as l;e hnd a million of things lo say to me. 

He then began to tell rue, hnw much he had suf­

fered from al.n,ence ; how greatly he "as al.mncd 
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when he heard I had left lowu; and how cruelly 
<lillicull he had fonud it lo trnce 111e; which, at last, 
he could only do by sacrificiug auolhc1· week to Captain l\lirrnn. 

"Aud Howard Grove," continued he, "which, at 
rny tirst visit, appeared the most delightful spot uFon 
earth, now appeared lo me the most dismal: the 
face of the country seemed al lcred : the walks, which 
I had thought most pleasant, were now most stupid: 
Lad) Howard, who had appeared a cheerful and rn­
spectable old lady, uow seemed iu the common 
John 'I'rol st_yle of other aged dames: ~1rs. l\linan, 
whom I had e~lcemed as an amiahle piece of still­
life, uow became so insipid, that I could hardly 
keep awake in her company : the daughter too, 
whom I had regarded as a good-hunwured, pretty 
so1·l of a girl, now seemed loo insiguifieanlfor uolice: 
and as to the Capjaiu, 1 had alwaJs thought him a 
booby,-but now he appeared a sayage !" 

" Indeed, Sir Clc111eul," cried I, augrily, "I will 
not hear you speak thus of my besl frieuds." 

" I beg your pardon," said he, " but the con­
trast of my lwo \isils was loo striking n:Jt lo bo mentioned." 

He then asked what J thought of the ·n,rses? 
" Either," said I, " they are written ironically, or by some madman." 
Such a profu iou of compliments eni-oed, that I 

Wllll obliged lo propose dancing, in my own defence, 
\ hen we stood up, " I iutendcd," said he," to have 
di11cornred the author by his looks; but I find you 
10 much the general loa<lslone of attention that my 
1uspicions chang0 their object c,·cry moment. 
Surely you must yourself have some knowledge who heis ?" 

I told him no. Yet, m_v dear Sir, I must own to 
you, I harn no doubt but i.lmt .\lr. Macartney must 
~e the aulhor ; uo one else would speak of me liQ 
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partially; and, indeed, his poetical Lurn puls it, 
with mr, beJond dispute. 

He askl'cl me a thousand questions concerning 
Lord On ille; how loug he liad been at Bristol?­
what limo J had spent at Clifton ?-,,hclher he rode 
ont e, cry mornin~ ?-whetl1er I c,cr trusted myself 
in a phaeton? aud a mullitude of olbcr enquiries, 
all tending lo cliscol'er if' 1 was l1onoured with 
much of his lordship's alien lion, aud all made with 
l1is usual freedom and impeluosily. 

Fortunately, as I much "ished Lo retire e:u-ly, 
Lady Louisa makes a point of being the first who 
quit the rooms, and therefore "e got home in ,ery 
tolerable lime. 

Lord Orville's reception ofus was gra,·e au<l cold; 
far from dislinruisl1ing me, as usual, hy particular 
chililil's, Lach Louisa herself conld not ham seen 
me cuter the r~om ,,ith more fri~id unconcern, nor 
bal'e mo,e scrupulously aYoided honouring· me with 
any notice. But chiefly I was struck lo see, that h6 
imtlere<l Sir Clement, who stayed supper, to sit be­
tween u:, "ithout any effort lo preHuthim, though 
till then, he had seemed to he e,en tenacious of a 
seal nc l mine. 

'l'his little circumstance afl'cclctl me more than I 
can expres11: ~-et I cncleayoured to rl;ioice at it, since 
nrt;lcr.l and indifference from him may be' my best 
frie11ds.-B11t, alas !-so suddenly, so abruptly to 
forfeit liis allention !-to lose his friend. hip !-Oh, 
Sir, thes thoughts pierced 111~· soul !-scarce could 
I kcl'J1 my seal; for notall mJ efforlscould restrain 
the tears from trid, Ii ng clown 111 y checks: howeYer, 
as L,,rd On illc !'aw tl1em not, for Sir Clement's head 
was comlanlh hel wccn us, I tried lo collect my spi­
rits, and sur.c:!'edcd so far as to keep my place "ith 
dccl'nn, till .Sir Clement took lea,·e; and then, not 
daring- ·t~ trust my eyei. lo meet those of Lord Or­
ville, I retired. 
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I-have been writing ever since; for, certain that 
I could not sleep, l would not go to bed. Tell me, 
my dearest Sir, if you possibly can, tell me that you 
approve my change of conduct,-tell me lhat my 
altered behaviour lo Lord Orville is right,-lhat 
my flying his society, and avoiding his civiHties&N 
actions which you. would have dictated.-Tell me 
this, and the sacrifices l have made will comfort lbe 
in the midst of my regret,-for never, never can I 
cease to regret that l have lost the friendahip of 
Lord O"ille !-Oh, Sir, I havo slighted,-have re­
jected,-have thrown it away!- o matter, it wa, 
a.n honour I merited not to preserve; and now I , 
-that my mind was unequal lo sustaining ft tb­
ou·t danger. 

Yet 80 strong i11 the de8i re you have implanted i11 
me lo act with uprigbtness and propriety, that, how• 
ever the weakness of my heart may distreu ad•~ 
flict me, it will never, l humbly trust, render -
wilfully culpable. The wish of doing well governs 
every other, as far IUI concerns my conduct,-fo# 
am l not your child ?-the creature of your o 11 
forming !--Yet, Oh, Sir,friend, parent of my heart! 
-my feelings are all al war with my deties ! and 
while I molit stru~le to acquire self-approbation, 

. my- peace, my happiness, m-y bopes,-are lo!ll ! 
'Ti8 you alone ca1t compose a mind 80 cruelly 

agitated; you, I well know, can feel pity for the 
weakn to hich you are a stranger; and, thougfa 
yon blame the atllictiou, soothe and comfort the 
allicled. 

LE'ITBR XVII. 
Jlll.ll. VILLARS TO EVELINA. 

[Be,-ry-Hill, Oct. 3. 
Y~v• Jaat o nioation, IQJ deare~t child i id­
deed utonithiag ; that an acknowledged d~gh• 

6e 
q 
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and heiress of Sir John Belmont should be al Bristol, 
and still my E, elina bear the uarne of A11Yille, is Lo 
me inexplicable : JCt the m_yi-lcry of the letter to 
Lady ffoward prepared me to expect something 
extraordinary upon Sir John Belmont's rclurn to 
England. 

,vhoernr this young lady may be, it is certain 
sl1e now takes a place to which you barn a right 
indisputable. An afte, -marria,f!e l nm er beard of; 
yet, supposing such a one to ha, e happened, l\liss 
Evelyn was rcrtainly the first wife, and therefore 
11cr daughter must, al least, he entitled lo the name 
of Belmont. 

I~ither there arc eireamst:rnces iu this affair at 
present utterly incomprehensible, or else some 
strange aud most al rocious fraud has been practised ; 
which of these two is the case, it now hcho,·es us lo 
enquire. 

My reluctance to this step gi,cs way to my con­
viction of its propriety, since the reputation of JOur 
dear and much iujured mother mu!;t now either be 
fullv cleared from blemi:b, or receive its final and 
ind;lil,lc wountl. 

The public appearance of a daughter of Sir 
John Belmont will revive the remembrance of l\Jiss 
:Evclyn's story in all who 11am heard it,-who 
the mother was, will he m,i\·crsally dcmauded,­
and if any olhf'r Lady Belmont should he 11amcd, 
the birth of my E,clina will rceeirn a stil{ma, against 
which, honour, lrulh, and innocence may appeal i11 
,·ain !-a sti~rna, which will eternally Llast the fair 
fame of her , irlnous mother, and rast upon her 
blameless self the odium of a Litle, which uot all 
lier purity can rescue from estal.Jlished shame and 
dishonour? 

.c o, my dear child, no; I will not quietly suffer 
the ashe~ of JOnr mother to Le treated with igno­
miny ! her spot less character ~hall I.Jc ju:.tilied to 
lhe world-her mari·iagc shall be acknowledged> 
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and l1cr child shall bear the name to which sl1e is 
lawfully entitled. 

It is true, that Mrs. Mirvan would conduct this 
affair with more delicacy than Mrs. Selwyn; yet, 
perhaps, to save time, is of all considerations, the 
most important, since the longer this mystery is suf­
fered to continue, the more difficult may be render­
ed its e.xplanation. The sooner, therefore, you can 
set out for town, the less formidable will be your 
b*. ~ 

Let not your timidity, my dear love, depress r 
your spirits : I shall, indeed, lremble for yon at a 11 

meeting so singular and so affecting, _yet tliere can be f11 
no doubt of the success of your applicalion : I en· .ii 
close a letter from your unharipy mother, written, 
and reserved purposely for this occasion: Mrs. 
Clinton too, who attended her in her last i11ncss, 
must accompany you to town.-But, without anr 11 
other certific!1-le of yom birth, that which yon car- '!i 

ry in your countenance, as it could not be effected "' 
by artifice, so it cannot admit of~ doubt. 

And now, my Evelina, committecl at length to 
the care of your real parent, recei,·e the fen·ent bie 
prayers, wishes, and blessings, of him who so fondlr 
adopted you ! 

May'st thou, Oh child of my bosom! may'st thou, 
in this chauge of situation, experience no change of 
disposition! hut receive with l11unility, and support 
with meekness the eJeyation to which thou art 
rising! l\lay thy manners, language, and deport­
meut, all evince that modest equanimity, and cheer• 
fol gratitude, which uot merely deserve, bnt digni­
fy prosperily ! l\lay'sl thou, to the last moments 
of an unblemished life, retain thy genuine simplici-
ty, tl1y singleness of J1eart, thy guileless sincerity! p 
And may'st thou, stranger to ostentation, and supe- d 
1·ior to insolence, with true greatness of soul shim, 
forth conspicuous only in beneficence ! 

ARTHUR VILLARJ. 
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LETTER ., ~ VIII. 
[Jnclosed in the preceding Letter.] 

LADY DEL!IIO:"<T TO SIR JOII. BELlIO~T. 

169 

J:-.; the firm hope that the moment of anguisla 
which appronches will prove the period o( my suf­
ferings, once more I ad<lress myself lo Sir John Bel­
mont, in behalf of the child, who, if it survh-es its 
mother, will hereafter l,e the bearer of this letter. 

Yet, in what terms,-Oh, most cruel of men!­
can the ]o!<l Caroline address you, and not address 
you in rnin? Oh, deaf to the voice of compassion 
-deaf lo the sling of truth-deaf to every tye of 
honour-say, in what terms may the lost Uaroline 
address you, anJ not address you in rnin ! 

Shall I call you hy the loved, the respected title 
ofhu ·bancl ?-:'\o, you disclaim it !-the father of 
my infant ?-1 o, you doom it to infamy !-the lo­
ver who rescued me from a forced marriage ?-No, 
you have yourself betrayed me !-Lhll friend from 
whom I hoped succom· and protection?- o, yo11 
have consigned me lo misery and destruction ! 

Oh, hardened against every plea of justice, re­
morse, or pity! how, and iu wlmt manner, may I 
hope to move thee? Is there one method I l1ave 
left untried ? remains there oue resource unessayccl ~ 

o ! I have exhausted all the bitterness of reproach, 
and drained every sluice of compassion! 

Hopelesi.<, and almost <le~perate, twenty times 
line I flung :n ay my pen ;-hut the feelings of a 
mother, a molhcl" agonizing for the fate of her child, 
again animating my courage, as often I l1ave rc­:rume<l it. 

Perlinps when J am no more, wl1c11 the measure 
of mv woes is complcle1l, and the . till, ~ilent, unre. 
proai:hiug <lust l1as received my sad rcmaius,-tben, 

\OI . . II, T 
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perl1aps, when accusation is no longer to be feareJ, 

nor clelcelion to be dreaded, the ·mice of equity, 

aJJd the cry of nature, may be heard. 
Listen, Oh Belmont, to tl1 eir dictates! reprobate 

not your child, though you lia,c reprobated its mo­

ther. 'flw evils that arc pasl, 11e1haps, ,,hen too 

late, you maJ ,Yish to 1·ecal ; the Joung creature 

JOU l1aYC persecuted, perhaps, "hen loo late, JOU 

may regret tliat you ha,e destroyed ;-Jon may 

think with horror of the dec-cplions you 11am prac­

tised, and the pangs of remorse may follow me lo 

the Lomb :-Oh, Belmont, all u1J re~entme11t softens 

into pity at lhe thought! what will become of thee, 

good Hea,en, when, with the eJe of penitence, thou 

rcvicwest thy· past conduct! 
Hear, then, the solemn, ll1e last ;i.ddress, will1 

which the unhappy Caroline will importu11e thee. 

If, Y,hen the time of thy contrition arri,es,-foi 

arri,c it must !-when the sense of thy treachery 

shall rob thee of almost e,ery other, if then thy tor­

tured heart shall sigh to expiate thy guilt,-mark 

the comlitions upon which l lea,e thee my forgive­

ness. 
Thon knowcst I am thywifc!-clcar, then, lo the 

world the reputation thou hast sullied, aIHl recci,e, 

as thy lawful successor, the child who will prcse:nt 

tl1ce this, my d_ying request. 
" The worthiest, the most benevolent, tl1c best of 

n1en, to whose comoling kindness l owe the little 

tranquillity I ham Leen able to prcscnc, has plight­

ed rue his faith, tliat, upon 110 olher conditions, he 

will part with his helpless charge. 
Should'sl ll1ou, in the features of this clescrlcd in­

nocent, trace the rescmLlauce or the wretched Caro­

line,-should its face bear the marks of its birth, 

and reYi,·c in thy memory the image of its mother, 

,vilt thon not, llclmont, wilt thon uot therefore re-

ounce it ?-Oh, babe of my fondest ~ffcclio11 ! for 
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w1som already I experience all the teu<lerness of 
malemal pily ! look not like thy u11forlunale mo­
ther,-lesl the parent, "l10m the hand of dealh may 
spare, shall be b11alched from thee by tl1e more 
cruel means of uunatural anlipall,y ! 

I can write no more. 'l'he rn1all share of serenity 
I ba,e painfully acquired, will not bear the shock 
of ll1e dreadful ideas that crowd upon me. 

Adieu,-for ever!-
Yet, Oh !-shall I nol, in this last farewell, w11ich 

thou wilt nol read Lill every stormy passion il'- ex Linet, 
and the kind gram has emLosomed all my sorrows, 
-shall I uol offer lo the man, ouce i,o dear lo me, 
a ray of consolation to those atllictions lie has in re­
serve? Suffer me, lben, to tell thee, that my pity far 
exceeds my iudigoation,-that 1 will pray for thee 
in my last moments, and that the recollection of 
tl1e lo·rn I once bore thee, shall swallow up every 
other! 

Once more, adieu ! 
C.AROLINE BELMONT. 

LETTER XX IX. 

EVEtl • A TO THE RLV. MR. VILLA ns. 

[Clifton, Oct. 3. 

Tm s morning I saw from my window, that Lord 
Orville was walking in the garden ; but 1 would not 
go down stair: till breaJ..fasl was ready: nnd tl1en, 
lie paid me ]1is compliments almost as coldly as 
Lady Louisa paid lier's. 

I took my usual place, and Mrs. Beaumont, Lady 
Louisa, and l\lrs .• ·elwyn, entered into their usual 
eom-ersation.- ol so :rour E, clina; disregarded, 
11ilent, and mclanclwly, she sal like a C)phcr, whom-, 
to nobody belonging, by nobody was noliced, 
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Ill brooking such a situation, and unable to sup• 

port the neglect of Lord Onille, the moment break• 

fast was over I left the room, and was going up 

stairs; when, very unpleasautly, I was stopped by 

Sir Clement "\Villoughby, who, flying into the hall, 

prevented my proceeding. 
He enquired very particularly after my health, 

nnd entreated me to return into the parlour. Un­

willingly T consented, but thought any thing pre­

ferable to continninrr alone with l1im; and hewonld 

neither leave me, nor suffer me to pass on. Yet, in 

returning, I felt not a litlle ashamed at appearing 

thus to take the visit of Sir Clement lo myself. 

And, indeed, he endeavoured, by his; manner of ad­

dressing me, to give it that air. 
He stayed, I believe, an l1our ; nor would he,. 

perhaplll, m·en then have gone, had uot Mrs. Beau• 

mont broken up the party, by proposing an airing 

in her coach. Lady Louisa consented to accon1• 

pany her ; but Mrs. Selwyn, when applied to, said, 

" If my Lord, or Sir Clement will join us, I shall 

be happy to make one ;-but really a trio of fe­

males will be ncn·ous to the last degree." 
Sir Clement readily agreed to attend them; in• 

deed, lie makes it his evident study to court the 

favour of Mrs. Beaumont. Lord Onille excused 

himself from going out; and I retired to my own 

room. \Vhal be did with himself I know not, for 

I would not go down stairs till dinne1· was ready: 

his coldness, though my own change of behaviour 

has occasioned it, so cruelly depresses my spirits, 

that I know not how to support myself in his pre­

sence. 
At dinner, I found Sir Clement again of the party. 

Indeed, he manages every thing his own way; for 

Mrs. Beanmonl, though by uo means easy Lo please 

geems quite at his disposal. -

The dinner, the afternoon, and the evening, wer• 
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I& ~ lDOr.l ttllGlne imaginable : I was tor­
mented by the assiduity of Sir Clement, who not 
enl y wfc, but ,mule opportunities of speaking to me. 
-ud I wa burt,-Oh, how inexpressibly hurt!­
that Lor4 Orvme not only forbore, a1 hitherto, 
«elti,tg, lie e en tttgte.:ted all occaaiona of talking 
with me! 

I begin lo think, my dear ·r, thattbesudden •I­
teration in my belta iolJI' was iU-jndged and impm-­
per; tor, u I had received no offence, a1 the cause 
of theehange w upon tny account, noUis, !should 
not have assumed, l.'O abruptly, a reserve for which 
l flTed asiiign no reason,-nor haw 1heaed_hi1 
prnence 10 obviously, without oontntlering U. 
ltr&nge appearance of anch a cond11ct. 
• Alas, my dearest Sir, that my reflections shoald 
always be too late to serve me! dearly, indeed, do 
1 purchase experience! and m11ch, I fear, I &hall 
1aler yet IDOl'e R erely, from tbe heedlffl!S indi.­
eretin of my temper, .ere I attaia lhat prudenoe 
and consideration, •hiel,, by foreaeeing cli■t.a11t 
eonseq1tellce8, may rule and direot in t,reteDl e • • 
gencies. 

(Oct. -Ith. 
Yeeterday morning every body rode out, exoepl 

~- Selwyn and myself; and we two 1&t for lli8llle 

titllt! logetheT in her room ; hat, a soon u I (lfflll•, 
I quitted her, to saunter in the garden; '11- she­
tliverts herself BO unmercifully with raltyin~ me, 
either upon my gravity,-or ooncemiog Lord Or­
'rille,-4.hat I dreMl having any coavenaLion with 
Iler. 

Here, I believe I spent an hour by ID llelf J w1aMt, 
MIU'ing lhe garden gate open, I wellt iDI& -ar-
1,eu. d I.be end of a long atk, where, nminaliagt 
Yery unpleasaolly, upon my future prospeoll, I re,. 
MiDed q11ietly aeat.ed but a few mia111e&, bei>n I 
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was interrupted by the appearance of Sit· Clement 

\Villoui:rhby. 
I started; and would liavc left the arhour, but he 

prevented me. Indeed, I am almost certain he had 
heard in the honso where I was, as it is nol, other­
wise, prohahle he would ha,·e strolled down the 

garden almw. 
" i'ilop, slop," c-ried he, " lo,·eliest and most be• 

lo,·cd of women, slop and hear me!" 
Then, making me hccp my place, he sat down by 

me, aud would ht,Ye taken my hand; but I drew it 

back, and said I could not slay. 
" Can you, then," cried hi', "refuse me the small­

est gratification, thougl1, but yesterday, I almost 
suffered martynlom for the pleasure of seeing 

JOU?'' 
" l\Iarlyrdom ! Sir Clement." 
" Yes, beauteous insen!'iblc ! mart_1Jl·dom: for did 

I not compel mpelf to be immured in a carriage, 
the tedious length of a whole morning, with the 
three most fatiguing women in England?'' 

" Upon my worJ, the h,tlies arc c • trcmely oblif,• 

ed to :you." 
" Oh," 1·eturncd he, " they have, every one of 

them, so copious a share of I l,eir o" u personal es­
teem, that they h:n c no right to repine at the failure 
of it in the worhl ; and, ind::cd, they will them• 
sches he tlic last to disc-over it." 

" How little,'" cried I, " are those la<lies aware 
of such seycrily fro,u y,)11 !" 

" They arc gna,Jed,'' answered hr, "so happily 
and so securely h) their own conceit, that they are 
not aware of it frt)m any hody. Oh, .\liss Am ille, 
to be lorn away from you, in order tn he shut up 
with 1/,e,11,-is there a human bei11g, except your 
cruel solf, could forbear to pity me?" 

"I helic,·c, Sir Clement, howe,er l1ardly yon 
may choose to jutlge•or them, yom- situation, by the 
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orld in general, would rather have been envied 

than pitied." • 
"The world in gene1·a1," answered he," has the 

same opinion of them that I have myself: Mrs. 
Beaumont is every where laughed at, L:i.dy Louisa 
ridiculed, and Mrs. Selwyn hated." 
• " Good God, Sir Clement, what crud &trength of 
words do von use!" 

" It is j,ou, my angel, are to blame, since your 
perfections have rendered their faults so glaring. 
I protest to you, dul"ing om· whole ride, I thought 
the carriage drawn by snails. Tl1e ahsmd pride 
of l\frs. Beanmont, and tl1c respect she exacts, are 
at once insufferable and stupifying ; had I never 
before been in her company, I should hn"l'e con• 
eluded that tbi11 had been her first airing from the 
berald"s office,-and wished her nothing worse, 
than that it might also be the last. I as~ore you, 
that but for gaining the freedom of her house, I 
would fly her as I would plague, pestilence, and fa. 
mine. Mrs. ..,ehnu, indeed, afforded some relief 
from this formality, but the unbounded license of 
her tongue-" 

" 0, Sir Clement, do Y"" object to that?" 
" Yes, my sweet reproacher, in a woman I do; ill 

a u,oman I think it intolerable. She has wit, I ac­
knowledge, and more understanding than half her 
sex put together; but she keeps alive a perpetual 
e pectatiou of satire, that spreads a general uneasi­
ness among all who are in her presence ; and she, 
talks 110 much, that e"l·en the best things she says 

eary the attention. As to the little LouiA, 'ti11 
Reh a prett.v piece of languor, that 'tis almoAl cruel 
to peak rl' lioually about her,-else I should say, 
abe is a mel'ecompound of affectation, inpertinence, 
and airs." 

s, I m quite amazed," said I, " that, with sucla 
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opinions, you can behave to them all with i-o much 
attention and civility." • 

" Civility! my angel,-why, I could worship, 
could adore them, only to procure myself a moment 
of your conve1·sation ! Have JOU not seen me pay 
my court to the gross Captain .Mirvan, and the ,·i­
rago Madame Duval? "\Vere it possible that a crea­
ture so horrid could be formed, as to partake of the 
worst qualities of all these characters,-a creature, 
who should have the haughtiness of l\Irs. Beaumo1,t, 
the brutality of Captain l\lirvan, the self-conceit of 
Mrs. Selwyn, the affectation of Lady Louisa, and the 
vulgarity of .Madame Duval,-even to such a 111011-

ster as that I would }Jay homage, and pour forth 
adulation, only to obtain one word, one look from 
my adored Miss Anville !" 

" Sir Clement," said I, "you are greatly mistaken 
if you suppose this duplicity of character recom­
mends you to my good opinion. But 1 must take 
this opportunity of begging you never more to talk 
to me in this strain." 

" Oh, Miss Anville, your reproofs, your coldness, 
pierce me to the soul ! look upon me with less ri­
gour, and m:ike me what you please ;-you shall 
govern and direct all my actions,-you shall new­
form, new-model me:- l will not have even a wisl1 
but of your suggestion ; only deign to look upon 
me with pity-if not with favour!" 

"Suffe1· me, Sir," said I, very gravely," to make 
use of lhis occasion to put a final conclusion to such 
expressions. I entreat you never again to address 
roe in a language so flighty and so unwelcome. ou 
have already given me great uneasiness; and I 
must frankly assure you, that if you do not desire to 
banish me from wherever you are, you will adopt a 
very different stile and conduct in foture." 

I then rose, and was {?;oing, but he flung himself 

ll! 
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llt mJ feet lo prernul me, exclaiming, in a most pas-
1,ionate manner," Good God! l\Jiss Amille, what 
do yon say ?-i:,, it, can it be possible, that, so un-
1110,cd, that, ,, itli such pelrif~ ing indillereuce, you 
can tear from me e,·en the remotest hope !" 

" I know not, Sir," said I, endeavouring lo dis­
engage myself from him," what hope you mean, but 
I am i,;urc tl1at I ne,er intended Lo giie you any." 

" You di~Lract me," cried he, " I cannot endure 
such scorn ;-1 Leseech JOU to ha,·e some modera­
tion in )·onr cruelty, lest you make me <lesperato:­
say, then, that yoll pity me,-O fairest inexorable ! 
Jo,·elie~t lJrant !-i.ay, tell me, al least, that you 
pity me!" 

Just then, who should como in sight, as if intend­
ing lo pass by the arbour, but. Lord Orrille! Good 
Hearnn, how did I start! and he, the moment lie 
aw me, tumed pale, and was hai;tily retiring;­

but l called out" Lord Orville !-Sir Clement, re• 
lease mc,-Jet go my hand!" 

Sir Clement, in ·omc confu ion, suddenly rose-, 
but stiB grasped my hand. Lord Orville, \\ho had 
turned back, was again walking away; but, still 
struggling lo disengage myself, I called out, " Pray, 
pray, my Lord, don't go !-Sir <Jlcmcnt, I insist 
upon J0Ur releasing me!" 

Lord On ille then, ha,-Lily approaching us, said, 
with great spirit," Sir Clement, you cannot wish lo 
detain Miss Amille by force!" 

" ·either, my Lord," cried Sir Clement. proudly, 
" do I request the honour of your Lordship's in~ 
terfcreu ce." 

Ho ,c,er, he let go my hand, aud I immediately 
ran into the house. 

I ";as now fri,rhtened lo death, lest Sir Clement's 
mortified pride :110ulrl provoke him lo affront Lord 
Orville: I therefore ran hastily to Mrs. Selwyn, and 
entreated her, in a manner hardly lo be understood, 

l 3 



118 
wwalk towudsthe arbour. Sheaaked noquestiens. 
~ she is qnick as lightning in takiug a hiet, bu\ 
i.JM1-Dt1y hastened into the garden. 

Imagine, my dear Sir, how wretched lmus01&t.iU 
I saw her return ! scarce could I restraip my'81{ 
~m rueuing back: however, I chec~oo m1 .... 
\ieace, and waii.d, though in agonies, till ahe ...._ 

Aa~ uow, my MiY" Sir, I have a conTeF8-tioa tq 
write, the most inlerestiRg \o 111e ta.al I ever "beard. 
'l'h~ comments aud: queslwns with whiob Mn. Sel-­
wyn iaterrupwd her account I shall uet meatien ; 
for they are auch as you may very easily s11ppoN. 

Lord Onil]e -.,l Sir Clement were ~ aeate4 
-very quietly in the arbour: and Mrs. Selwyn,"--­
iftl atilt, a& s0on a, &he waa within a. fiitw yard" of 
l)iea, h•r<l Sir Cle1Dent ..._,., " Your q1.181~ -, 
l,ottl, aluow .-ie, •nd 1 caa hy no meaaa •DBwer 1" 
ul8'8 yo11 wi)l allew me t& propoae aooa.her." 

" Ull!doult~J, Si?." 
" You ask me, my Lord, wL.t are •Y illi.&itMl 

._.1 sh(odd '- vetty -,py to be eati.eAed u to ,our 
Lorcl&hip'L" 

" I .have ueve,, Si,, profeued t1-wy." 
Here they went lloth, ~ a f&w aouaent,i, ~-, 

•d then Sir Clem.eat AKI, " To what, my .1.#d, 
must I then impute your deaire of]u~)wieg mu.i'' 

" 'fo _.. u~ ioteresl in Mi11 Aaville'• 
-.eV..." 

" Such an interest," Nid Su CJ~\, 4ril7, u la 
peerou• ; i.t, •oei>' ia a ,.._.,-• 

llll1tlll•""'4• a •Ml'--'' 
" Sir Clement," interrupted his Lordahip, •c I 

lptow you inl'tweacct; and I ackaewl• l k•e 
not the right of enquiry which uy of U.O.. ..... 
tillea • ; 1111d l eonr.. ~(t W&iNNat ·• 
ta aen• ...,, aad tie Ne her h•w,. Will ye 
... BMIIII at, if l take tu liNrl-1 ....-a-, 
fllldiuJ" 

Ill 

• 
" IJ 
1itl 
Iii 

Iii 
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" Yes, if your Lordship will excuse my repeatibf, 

that I think it a rather extraordinary one." 
" It may be so," said Lord Orville ; " but l11is 

yoaAg lady !ltleDlS to be peculiarly situated; she is 
.,.y yoang, very inexperienced, yet appears to be 
left tea.Uy lo her own direetion. She does not, I 
believe, eee the dangers to which she is ex.posed, an4. 
I will own to you, I feel a strong desire to point 
them oat." 

" I don't rightly understand your Lordship,--but 
I think yvo cannot meaa to prejudice her against 
mer" 

" Her 1e11timents of yeu, Sir, are u muolt Ult" 
known to me, as yt>ur intentions towards h6f\ 
lwbap11, were I acquainted with either, my officion• 
be111 might be at an end : but I presume not to ait 
upon what terms-" 

Here lie sl@pped ; and Sir Clement said, " You 
kaow, my Lord, I am not ginA to de11pair; I -
by no means uclt a puppy as lo tell yon I am upea 
sure g,-01md; however, perse,erance-" 

" You are, then, deLermined to pfl'Hft9e l" 
" I am, my Lord." 
c, Pardon me, then, Sir Cle1Rent, ifl llfl8ak. 

witla freedom. This yo11n! lady, thMgh she INldtt 
alene, and, in ome measure, unproteoted, ia Bet 
enlirel.r without friends; she has been e treM611 
well educated, and aoou(\tomed to good compaay ~ 
she ba a natural Jove of virtue, and a mind tMt 
might adorn tm.y alatiott, however exa]ted : is suola 
a young 1ady, Sir Glement, a proper object to trifle 
with?-for your prinoiplos, excuse .me, Sir,are well 
known." 

" As to tl1at, my Lord, let Miss Anville look to 
herself; she has an excellent undentanditig, llnd 
IIIMMls 110 cooasellor." 

.,, Her unien&uding i1 iudeel e~lent; b1delit 
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is too young for suspicion, and has an artlessness o( 
disposiLion J never saw eqllalled." 

" My Lord," cried Sir Clement, warmly, " your 
praises make me doubt your disinlerestednes!I, and 
there exists not the man, who I would so unwilling• 
ly have for a rival as yourself. But you musl give 
me leave to say, you ha,ire greatly deceived me in 
regard to this affair." 

"How so, Sir?" cried Lord Orville, wilb equal 
warmlh, w 

" You wero pleased, my Lord," answered Sir 
Clement, " upon our first conversation concerning 
this yollng lady, to speak of l1er in terms by no 
means suited Lo your present encomiums; you said 
sl1e was a poo,·, weak, ignorant gi1·/, and I had great 
reason to believe yon bad a most coutempluou1 
opinion of her." 

., It is very true," said Lord Orville," that I did 
11ot, at our first acquaintance, do juslice to lhe merits 
of l\Iiss Am·ille; but l knew uot then how new she 
was to tl1e world ; al present, howe,·er, I am con• 
vinced, Lbat whate,·cr mit;ht appear strange in her 
behaviour, was simply the cffoct of inexperience, 
timidity, and a retired education; furl find her in­
formed, sensible, ancl iulelli11;rnt. She is not, in­
deed, like mo;;t modern ,·om;g ladies, to be known 
in half an hour: her mo~lest worth, and fearful ex­
cellence, require both time and encouragement to 
shew themselves. She does not, beautiful as she is, 
seize the soul hy surprise, hut, with more dangerous 
fascination, she steals il almost imperceptibly." 

" ·Enough, my Lord," cried Sir Clement, " your 
solicitude for l1er welfare is now suflicicntly ex .. 
plained." 

" l\ly friendship and esteem," returned Lord Or• 
ville, " I do not wish lo disguise; hut assure your• 
aelf, Sir Clement, I shoulcl not have trnubled you 
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upo11 tl1is snhject, had .\liss Anvillc and I e,·cr con• 
·vers<'d bul as friends. However, since JOH do not 
cl1oose to avow your intentions, we mml drop the 

• suhjeC'I." 
;, • f _y intentions," cried l.e, " I will frankly own, 

arc hardly kno,,n Lo m_pelf. I thiuk i\liss . .\millo 
the lo,elic~t of her sex; and, were I a marrying man, 
she, of' all the women I have seen, I would fix upon 
for a wife: hut I hclic,·e thal not c, en the philoso• 
pl1y of JOUr Lordship would recommend me to a 
connection of that sort, with a girl of ol1sc11re birth, 
wlwso only dowry is her hcai1ty, and who is evi­
dently in a slate of depcndc11C') ." 

"Sir Clement," cried Lord Onille, with some 
]1eat, " we will discuss this point no further; we 
aro both free agents, and must acl for our~eh e .. " 

Here 1\1 rs . .'ehY) 11, fearing a surprise, an<l finding 
my apprchcmions of dangc1· were groundle ·, 1·e­

tircd hastily into another "alk, and soon after came 
to gi, e me ·this account. 

Good Hc:nen, \\bat a m:m i._ this Sir Clement! 
so desi;11ing-, though so easy; so <lcliLc1 alely artful, 
thou:.\"h so flii;hly ! Greatly hol\eH·r, is he mistaken, 
all conf:deul as he ~c n1s; for the 161 I, obscure, 
poor, dq1cudc11l as she is, far from wishing tl:e 110-

nour of his alliance, would not onl_y 11ou·, lrnl a/trays 

barn r<'jeeleil it. 
As lo Lord 01 ville,-hul l "ill nol tr111>l my pen 

to 111e11lio11 him,-tell rne, Ill) de, r ~'ir, what !)01' 

think uf him ?-tell me if lie is uol the noli)csl of 
men ?-and if you can either wonder at, ur Llamc 
nn- acl111irntion? 

·The i1ka of h in~ seen immedi:ltcly hy eitl1er 
part), after so si11g11lar a eon,·cr~alio11, \\as huth 
awk\\ard aud dislrm-sing Lo me; hul l wns oliligccl 
to appear at dinner. Sir Cknwnt, I saw, wa: ah~cnt 
and uneasy; he watched me, he \Yalche<l Lord Or-
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ville, and was evidently dislurbed in his mind. 
\Yhene,·er he spoke to me, I turned from him with 
undisguised disdain, for I am too much initated 
against him, to bear wilh his ill-meant assidoities any longer. 
, Bal, not oncc,-not a moment, did I ditre meet 
tho eyes of Lord Orville! All <;onsciousuess myself, 
I dreaded his penetration, and directed mine every 
way-but towards his. The rest of the day I never 
quilled .Mrs. Selwyn. • 

Adieu, my dear Sir : to-morrow I expect yoor 
direclions, whether I am to return to Berry-Hill, or 
once more lo ,·isit London. 

LE'ITER XXX. 
EVELL ' A IN COXTINUATIO~, 

[Oct. 6th. 
AND now, my dearest Sir, if tho perturbation of 

my spirits will allow me, I will finish my lasl letter 
from Clifton-Hill. 

This morning, Lhough 1 did not go down stairs 
early, Lord Orville was the only person in the par• 
lour when I entered it. I felt no small confu:;iou at 
seeing him alone, after having so long aml success­
fully a\'oided such a meeting. As soon as the usua 
compliments were o,·er, I would haYe left the room, 
bnt he i.topped me by saying, " If I disturb you, 
Miss Auville, I am gone." 

"My Lord," said I, rather embarrassed, "I did not mean to slay." 
" I flattered myseJf," cried he, " I should have 

had a moment's conversation with you." 
I then tnrned back ; and he seemed l1imself in 

some perplexity: but, after a short pause, " You are 
very good," said he, " lo indulge my request; l 
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have, indeed, for some Lime past, most ardently de­
sired an opportunity of speaking to you." 

Again he paused;_ but I said nothing, so he ,vent 
on. 

" You allowed me, l\1adam, a few days since, 
_you allowed me to Jay cJaim to your friendship,­
to interest myself in your affairs,-to call you by 
tl1e affeclionate title of sister ;-and the honour you 
did me, no man could l1ave been more sensible of; 
I :im ignorant, therefore, how I have been so un­
fortunate as to forfeit it :-but, al present, all i. 
changed! you fly me,-your averlcd eye slrnns to 
meet mine, and you sedulously avoid my conver• 
satiou." 

I was extremely disconcerted al this grave, and 
but too just accusation, and I am sure I must look 
very simple ;-but I made no answer. 

"Y ot1 will not, I hope," continued lie," condemn 
me unheard; if there is any thing I have done,-or 
any thing I have neglected, tell m!', I beseech you, 
-u:hat, and it shall he the wl10Jc study of my thought, 
how to deserve your pardon." 

" Oh, my Lord," cried I, penetrated at once with 
shame and gratitude, " JOUl' too, too great polite. 
ness oppresse5 me !-you l1aYe clone nothing,-1 
have never drnamt of offence ;-if there is any par­
don to he asked, it is rather for me, than for you to 
ask it." 

" You arc all sweetness and condescension !" 
cried he, " and l flatter m.pelf you will again allow 
me to claim th.osc titles which I find myself so un­
able lo forego. Yet, occupied as l am, with an 
idea tl1at gives me the greatest uneasiness, I hope 
you will not think me impertinent, if I still solicit, 
still eutreat, nay implore yon to tell me, to what 
cause your late sudden, and to UlC most painful, 
:i:eserrn wa owing?" 
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" Indeed, my Lord," said I, stammering, " I 

don'L,-1 can't,-indeed, my Lon],-" 
" I am sorry to distress yon," said lie, " and 

ashamed to be so mgent,-Jct I know not how l<> 
be satisfied while in ignorancc,-and the time when 
the cl1ange happened, mal.:es me apprehen<l,-may 
I, Miss Auv1lle, tell you what it makes me appre­
l1en<l ?'' 

" Certainly, my Lord." . 
" Tell me, then,-an<l pardon a ciuestion most 

essentially important lo me ;-Had, or had not, Sir 
Clement Willoughby any share in causing your in­
quietude?" 

"No, my Lord," answered I, with firmness, 
" none in the world." 

" A thousand, thousand thanks!" cried lie: " ,·ou 
have relieved me from a weight of conjecture wl;ich 
I supported very painfullJ. But one thing more; is 
it, in any measure, lo Sir Clement that I may attri­
bute the altera tOn in your beha,·iour to mnetf, 
which I could not but o·b:;errc, began the very day 
after his arrival at the Hot-wells?" 

" 'I'o Sir Clement, my Lord," said I, " attribute 
nothing. He is the last man in the world who would 
have any influence over my conduct." 

" And will you, then, restore lo me that sl,are of 
confidence and fa,our with which you honoured me 
before he came ?" 

Just then, to my great relief,-for I knew not 
what to say,-1\lrs Beaumont opened the door, and 
in a few minutes we went to breakfast. 

Lord Orville was all gaiety; never did I see him 
more lively or more agreeable. Very soon after, 
Sir Clement \Villonghby called, to pay his respects, 
lie said, to Mrs. Beaumont. I then came to my 
own room, where, indulging my reflections, which, 
now soothe.!, anti now alarmed me, I remained 
very quietly, till I received your most kind letter. 
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Oh Sir, how sweet are the prayers yon offer for 

your Evelina! how grateful lo her are the blessings 
)OU pour upon l1er head !-You commit me to my 
real parent,-AJ1, Guardian, Friend, Protector of 
my JOnth,-by ,vhom my helpless infancy was 
cherished, my mind formed, ruy Yery life pre erved, 
-you are the Parent my heart acknowledges, and 
to yon do I YOW eternal duly, gratitude, and affec­
tion! 

I look forward to the approaching interview with 
more fear than hope ; bnt, important as is this 
subject, I am just now wholly engrossed with ano­
ther, wl1ich I must hasten lo communicate. 

I immediately acquainted l\lrs. Selwyn with lhl? 
pui-port of your letter. She was charmed to find 
your opinion agreed with her own, and sellled 
that we should go Lo town to-morrow morning : 
and a chaise is actually ordered to be here by one 
o'clock. 

She then desired me to pack up m clothes; and 
said she must go herself to make speeches and tell 
lies to :\Irs. Beaumont. 

When I went down stairs to dinner, Lord Orville, 
who was still in excellent spirits, reproached me for 
secluding myself so much from the company. He 
sat next me,-he would sit next me,-at table ; and 
he might, I am sure, repeat what he once said of 
me before, that he almost exhamted himself in fruitless 
endeavours to entertain me ;-for, indeed, 1 was not to 
be entertained: I was totally spiritless and dejected; 
the idea of the approaching mceting,-and Oh, Sir, 
the idea of the approaching parting,-gave a hea,·i­
ness to my heart that I could neither conquer nor 
repress. 1 even regretted the lrnlf eXJllanalion that 
had passed, and wished Lord Onille had supported 
his own resen·e, and suffered me to support mine. 

However, when, during dinner, l\1n. Beaumont 
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-spoke of Olli" journey, my gradly was 110 longer 
singular; a cloud instaulfy o,erspread the coun­
leuancc of Lord Onille, aud he became nearly a11 
thoughtful and as silent as myself. 

\Ve all went together to the drawing-room. 
An er a short and unenlcrtaining com crsation, Mr~. 
8elwyn said i.be 11111st prepare for her journey, and 
bt>ggcd me to sec for some books she had left in 
the par!our . 

. .\ud here, while I was looking for them, I wns 
followccl hy Loni Orville. He shut the floor after 
he came in, and, approaching me with a look of 
anxiety, said, " ls U1is true, l\Iiss Anville, are you going?'' 

" I helie,·e so, my Lord," said I, still lookin!l for I he liook <;, -
" ~o suddenly, so nnexpectedlymustl !oseyou?" 
" 1 ·o great loss, my Lord,'' cried I, endea,·ouring 

to speak cht>erfully. 
" Li it possihle," said he gravely, "Misii Anvillo 

can douht my sincerity?" 
" I can't ima~inC'," cried I, " what :\lrs. Selwyn 

has done with these books." 
" \Voultl to Ifran•n," continued he, " I might 

Haller mpelf you would allow me Lo prove it l" 
" I mu,t run up stairs," cried I, greatly con­

fused, " and a:;k whal sho has done with them." 
'' You are going, then," cried he, Lakin!:\" rny 

hand, " and you girn me not the smallest hope of 
your return !-will you not, then, my loo Jo,·ely 
friend !-will yon not, al least, teach me, with for­
titude like your own, lo support JOUr absence?" 

" My Lord," cried I, endeavouring lo Jisengage 
my hand, " pray let me ~o !" 

" I will," cried he, lo ,;1J incxpressihle confusion, 
dropping on one knee, "if you wish to IC'ave me!" 

" Oh, 111y Lord," exclaimed I, "rill(', l bcseerh 
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you, rise!-. nc11 a posture to me !-surely JOUr 
Lordship is not so cruel as Lo mock me!" . 

" J\Iock JOU !" repeated lie earnestly, '' no, I 
revere JOU ! I esteem and I ad111irc yon ahove all 
lmman beings! you are the frien,l lo \\hom my 
soul is aUaf'lieJ as lo its helter half! you are tho 
most amiable, the most perfect of , omen ! and you 
arc dearer to me than language has the po,,er of 
telling." 

I allcmpt not lo describe my sensations al that 
moment; I scarce breathed; I doubted if I exi~ted, 
-the hlood tin sook my cl,ecl s, auJ my !eel re­
fused to sustain me: Lord Orrille, hastily rising, 
supported me to a chair, upon wl1ich I sunk, almost 
lifeless. 

Fur a few minutes, we neither of us i.poke; aml 
lhen, ~ceing me recover, Loni Onille, thoug-h in 
terms hardly arlic,.lale, entreated m3 pardon fo1· his 
ahrupln :s. Tl1e moment my strenirth returned, I 
allempted to ri~e, but he would 1iol permit me. 

I cannot write the scene !Lat followul, tl,011gb 
ercry word is ngra,en on my heart; 1ut l1is p1·0-

tc~talions, his e ·pressions, were loo {I, lleriug- for 
repetition : nor would he, in i-pilc of my rcpeale<l 
efforts to lca,c Lim, ~uffcr me lo <',cape :-in ~lwrt, 
my dear Sir, 1 was not proof a~aim,l his solicita­
tions-and he drew from me the most sacred secret 
of mv heart! 

J know not how long we were together; but Lord 
Onille was upo11 his knees, \\hc11 the door ,ms 
opened J.y ~lr~. Scl"yn !-To tell )OU, Sir, the 
sliumc with "hieh I was OH'n\hclmcd, would Le 
impm,sihle ;-J snatd1ed 111) hand from Loni Or­
, illl',-lie, too, stai-ted and ro- , aud ;\fr;s. St'IW)ll, 

for . ome instants, stood faci11g u:. hoth in ilenc-e. 
,\t la t, " :\ly Lord," i;aiu she, . arcastieall_v, 

" ha,c JOU been so good as lo help ;\lis.s Anrille 
to look for my hooks?" 
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" Ye11, .Madam," answered h , attempting to ralfy, 

" and I hope we shall oon be able lo find them." 
" Youl' Lonli,hip is extremely kind," 11a.id she, 

drily, " but I cau by no means consent to take UtJ 
any more of your time." 'fben looking on the 
window-seat, she presently found the books, and 
added, " Cc,me, here arc just three, and so, like the 
SCl'Vanls iu the Drummer, this important affair may 
give cmploJmcnt to us all." She then presented 
one of them to Lord Orville, another to me, and 
taking a third herself, with a most prornking look, 
llhc left the room. 

I would inslanlly havo follower! l1er; bet Lord 
On·ille, who could not help laughing, begged me to 
stay a minule, as he had many important matter.; to discuss. 

" No, indeed, my Lord, I caunot,-perhaps I 
haYe already stayed too long." 

" Docs Aliss Anville so soon repent her good• ness ?" 
" I 11carce kn°'v what I do, my Lord,-1 am quite bewildered !" 
" One hour'11 conversation," cried he, " will, I 

hope, co1-nposc your spirits, and confirm my happi• 
ness. When, then, may I hope to see you alone? 
-shall you walk in the garden to-morrow before 
breakfast?" 

o, no, ,my Lord; you must not, a second 
time, reproach me witb making au appointment." 

" Do you then," said he, laughing, " rese"o 
that honour ou]y for fr. l\Iacarlney ?" 

" Mr. Macartney," said J, " is poor, and thiok1 
himself obligt-d to me; otherwise-" 

" Po,·erty," cried he, " I will not plead; but, if 
being obliged to you has any weight, who shall dia-
1rnte my title to an appointment?" 

" My Lord, I can slay no loorer,-Mn. l• wyn will lose all patience," 
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" Deprhe l1er not of the pleasure of l1er conjec­

tures,-but tell me, are yon under l\lrs. Selwyn's 
care?" 

" Only for the present, my Lorcl." 
" ot a few arc the questions I lial'e to nsk 

Miss Anville : among tl1em, the most important is, 
whether sl1e clcpeuds wholly on l1enclf, or ,,hether 
there is any other person for whose interest I must 
,olicitJ" 

"I hardly know, my Lord, I bar lly know myself 
to "l10m I moi;l belong." 

" Suffer, suffer me, then," cried he, with warmtl1, 
" to ha3tcn the time when that shall no longel· 
admit a douhl !-when your grateful Orville may 
call you all J1is own !" 

At length, but with difficulty, I hroke from l1im. 
I went, howm·cr, to my own room, for I was too 
ruuch agitated to follow l\Irs. Selwyn. Good God, 
my df'ar Sir, what a scene! surely the meeting for 
which I shall prepare to-morrow cannot so greatly 
affect me! 'l'o be loved by Lord Orville,-to be 
the l1onoured choice of his nohlo heart,-my hap­
piness seemed too infinite to be horne, and l wept, 
men bitterly I we11t, from the e .. cess of joy which 
overpowered me. 

In this stale of almost painful felicity I continued 
till I was summoned to tea. ,vhen I re-enter d 
the clrawing--room, I rejoiced much lo find it foll of 
company, a the conrusion with which I met Lord 
Onillo was rendered the less ol,~enablc. 

Jmmecliately aflcr tea, most of the company play• 
eel at cards,-:md then-Lill !;nppcr-timc, Lord Or­
ville de·rnted himself wholl v to we. 

Ho saw thal my CJCS wer'e red, aud wouhl not let 
me n•Jit till he had mado me confess the can ·c ; and 
when, thou~h most reluctantly, I had ackuowled ell 
my wcakne;~, I could with difficulty refrain from 
weepi.ug again a\ the gratitude he expressed. 
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He earnestly dcsire•l lo know if my journeJ 

could not he poslponc<l; and when l said no, en­treated permission lo allcud me lo lown. 
" Oh, my Lord," cric·l 1, " what a reque t !" 
" The soonct·," answered he, " I m:ike my devo­

tion to Jou in public, the sooner I may expect, 
from yonr delicacy, JOU will convince lhe world 
JOU encourage no mere dw1~lers." 

" You leach me, then, my Lord, the infot.!nce I migl1l expect, if I complied." 
" And can JOU wonder I should seek to l1asten 

the liapp_y lime, when no scruples, no discretion 
will dcmaud our separation ? and when the most 
punctilious delicacy will rather promote, th:in op­
pose, my happiness in allendin; you?" 

To this I was silent, and he re-urged his request, 
" My Lord," said I, " yoa ask what I ham no 

power to grant. This journey will dep1·ive me of all right lo act for myself." 
" \\'hat does Miss Am·ille mean ?" 
"I cannot now explain myself; indeed, if I could, 

the task would be both p:iinful and tedious." 
" 0, l\liss Anville," cried he, " when may I 

hope lo elate the period of this mystery? when 
flatter myself lhat my promised friend will indeed houour me with her confidence? 

" ~\ly Lord," said I, " I mean not to affect any 
mystery,-but my affairs are so circumstanced, 
tliat a long and most unhappy story can alone 
explain them. However, if a short suspen~ ,viii 
give y6ur Lordship any uneasiness,-'' 

".My beloved J\fiss Anville," cried he, eagerlv, 
" pardon my impatience !-You shall tell me 11~­
thing you would wish to conceal,-1 will wait JOUr 
own time for information, and trust lo your good­ness for its speed." 

" 'fhere is nothing, my Lord, I wish to conceal 
-to postpone an explanation i11 all I desire.' . 1 

t 
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He then rcquestc<l, that, since I would not allm~ 

l1i111 to accompall) me to town,,l would permit him 
to write lo me, and promise lo answer his lellcrs. 

A rnd<lcn 1·ecollt:cLiou of LIJC two letters which 
)1ad ah-cad) passed between us occurrir,g Lo me, I 
baslily an~wcre<l, " o, iudced, 111y Lord!-" 

"I alJI e>-lrcmely sorry," said he, gravely," that 
you think me Loo presumptuous. I must o,~11 I 
liad fiallered Ill) sell~ that, to sollen the inquietu<le 
of an aLscnce, which seems allended by so .iany 
ineAplicahle circum;;lanccs, would not ha, c been 
to incur ) our di~pleasurc." 

'1'11is seriousness hurl me ; and I could not for­
liear sa)ing, " Can you indeed desire, my Lord, 
that I should, a second lime, expose lllJSell~ by an 
unguarded readine::.s, tu "ri Le Lo Jou ?" 

" A second time! trnguarded readiness !'' re­
p::alecl lie ; " you amaze me !" 

"Ifas your Lordship then quite forgot the 
foolish lellcr I was so imprudent as lo send JOO 
when in town ?'' 

" 11,a,e not the least idea," cried he, " of what 
you mean." 

" \\' I,) lhen, my Lord," saiJ I, " we ha<l beller 
let Lire subject drop." 

" Impo~sihle !" cried he, " l cannot rest without 
an explanation !" 

And then, he obliged me to i1pcak very opcnl.v 
of both the lellers; lrnl, lllJ dear ~ir, imagine my 
i;urprise, when he assured me, in the most solemn 
mauncr, that, far from having c,er wrillen me 
a single line, he had nevc1· recei,ed, seen, 01· 

Leard of nn Jetter! 
'l'his sul;ject, "hieh caused mutual astonishment 

aud perplexity to us both, enlircly cngro se<l us for 
the rest oflhe eyening; and he made me vromise to 
:.hew him the letter I had receh e<l in hli. name le-
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morrow morning, that he might endeavour to dis­cover the author-. \ 

After supper, the conversation became general. 
And no,v, my dearest Sir, may I not call for 

your congratulations upon the events of this day l a day never to be recollected by me but with the most gratefnl joy! I know how much you are in­
clined to thi11k well of Lord Orville; I cannot, therefore, appreheud that my frankness to him will 
displease you. Perhaps the time is not very distant, when JOnr Ernlina's choice may receive the sanc­
tion of her best friend's jodgment and approbation, -which seems 110w all she has to wish ! 

In regard to the change in IDJ situation which must first take place, surely I cannot be blamed for what has passed! tho partiality of Lord OrriJlc 
must not only reflect honour upon me, bot upon all to whom I do, or may belong . 

.Adieu, most dear Sir. I will write again when I arrive at London. 

LE'ITER XXXI. 
EVELINA IN CONTINUATION. 

[ Clifton, Oct. 7th. 
You will see, my dear Sir, that I was mistaken in supposing I should write no moro from this place, where my residence now seems more un­certain tl,an c,,er. 
This morning, during breakfast, Lord Orville took an npportuuity to beg me, in a low voice, to allow him a moment's conversation before I left 

Clifton ; " M11J I hope," added he, " that you will stroll into the garden after hrcakfast ?" 
I made no answer, bul I believe my looks gave ae 
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denial ; for, indeed, I much wished to be satisfied 
concerning the lcllcr. The moment, ll1crefore, that 1 could quit the parlour, I ran up stairs for my ea-.lash; but, before I reached my room, rs. , elwyn 
called aflr.r me, " If you are goiug lo walk, Miss Anville, be so good as lo bid Jenny bring <lown my J1at, and I'll accompany you." 

Very much disconcerted, I turned into the draw­ing room, without making any answer, and there I hoped to wait unseen, till she had otherwise dis­posed of hc1·sclf. But, in a few minutes, the door opened, and , 'fr Clemc11l ·willoughby entered. 
Starting al the sight of him, in rising hastily, I Jct drop the letter which I had brougl1t for Lord Or­

l'illc's inspection, and, before I could recover it, Sir Clement, springing forward, had it in his hand. IIe 
was just }lfcscnting it to me, and, at the same lime, enquiring after my health, when the signalurn caught his eye, and 110 read aloud " On-illc. '' 

I endeavoured, eagerly, to snatch it from him, but he would not permit me; and, holding it fast, in a passionate manner exclaimed, "Good God, Mis!I 
Anville; is it possible you can value such a letter as this?'' 

The que~lion surpri cd and confounded me, and I was too mnch ash:uned to answer him; but, findin~ he made an allempt to secure it, I prevented l1im, nnd ve}1emently demanded him to return it. 
" Tell me first," !-aid he, holding it abm·c my re:tl'h," te1l rne if you ha,·e siuce received any morn lcllcrs from the same person?'' 
" No, indeed," cried I, " ne,·er !" 
" And will you also, sweetest of women, J)romi,e that you ne\-er will rcecirn any more? Say that, and you will make me the h:ippiest of men.'' 
" Sir Clement," crieu J, greatly confused," pray give me the lcller." . . 
" And wil1 you nol first satisfy my doubt. :-,Hll 
VOL. II, K 
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you not relieve me from the torlure of the most dis­
tracting suspense ?-tell me bnt that the detested 
Orville has ,vrillcn lo you no more !" 

"Sir Clement," cried J, angrily, "you hai·e no 
rigl1t to makean,r conditions,-so pray gi\'e me the 
letter directlv." 

" Why su~h solicitude al>0ut this hateful letter? 
can it possibly desen'e your eagerness? tell me, with 
truth, with sincerity tell me, does it really merit the 
least anxiety ?" 

" ' o matter, Sir," cried I, in great perplexity, 
" the letler is mine, and therefore-" 

" I must conclude, then," said he," that the letter 
desen·es your utmost conlempt,-but that the name 
of Orville is sufficient lo make you prize it." 

"Sir Ulemenl," rried I, colouring," you are quite 
-you are very much-the letter is not-" 

" 0, ;\Jiss Anville," cried he, " you blush !­
you stammer !-Great Hcareu ! it is then all as I 
feared!'' 

" I know not," cl'ied I, half-frightened, " what · 
you mean; but I beseech you to give me the letter, 
and lo compose yourself." 

"'rhe letter," cried he, gnasl1iug his Leeth," you 
sl1all ne\•cr see more ! You ought to have burnt it 
the moment-you had read it!" And in an instant he 
tore it iCtto a thousand pieces, 

Alarmed at a fury so indecently outrageon~, I 
would J,aYe run out of the room; bet he caught 
hold c,f my gown, a1,d cried, " 'ot yet, not yet 
mu~t you go! I am but half marl :yet, and you must 
stay to finish your work. Tell me, therefore, does 
Orville know your fatal partiality ?-Say yes," added 
he, trembling-with passion, " and I willMly you for 
ever!" 

" Fer llea,·en's sake, Sir Clement," cried J," re­
lease me !-if you do not, you will force me to call 
fer help," 
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H Call, tlien,'' cried he, " ine. ·orable and most 

unfeeling girl ; call, if you please, and bid all the 
world witness your triumph;- but could Len worlds 
obey your call, I would not parl from yon till you 
liad answered me. Tell me, then, docs Onillc 
know you love him?" 

At any olher time, au enquiry so gross would 
lm-vegivcn me ine prcssiblc confusion; but now, the 
wildness of his manner terrified me, and I only sni«l, 
"Whate,er you wish to know, Sir Clement, I will 
tell you another time; bul, for lhe present, I i1.1treat 
yuu lo let me go !" 

" Enough," cried he, " I understand yon !-tl10 
art of Onille has prevailed ;-cold, inanimate, 
phlegmatic as he is, you have rendered him the most 
envied of men !-One tl1ing more, and I have done: 
- \Vill lie marry you?" 

\Vhal a question! my cheeks glo, ·ed with indig­
nation, and I felt loo proud to make any answer. 

" I sec, 1 see how iL is," cried he, after a i;hort 
pame," and I find I am undone for e\er !" Then, 
lelling loose my gown, he put his hand to his fore­
licacl, and walked up and down the room in a hasty 
and agitated manner. 

'fhough now , t liberty to go, I l1ad not tl1e cou­
rage to leave him: for l1is evident distress excited 
nil my compassion. And this was our i;iluation, 
when Lady Louisa, fr. Cornrley, and Mr. Beau­
mont entered the room. 

" it· Clement Willoughby," said the lallcr, " I 
beg pardon for making yon wait so long, but-" 

She had not time for anothc1· word; Sir Clement, 
too much disordered to know or car , hat he did, 
snatched u his hat, nod, brushing h:i lily past her, 
flew down stairs, and out of Lhe hou ·e. 

And with him went my sincerest pity, though I 
earnestly hope I shall see him no more. But wliat, 
n1y dear Sir, am 1 to conclude from his strange 
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speeches concerning tl1e lelter ? Does it nol seem 
as if he was himself the author of it ? How else 
11hould he be so well acquainted with the contempt 
it merits? Neither do I know another human being 
who could serve any interest hy such a deception. 
I remember, too, that just as I had given my own 
letter to the maid, Sir Clement came into the shop: 
probably he prevailed upon her, hy some bribery, 
to girn it to him; and afterwards, by the same 
means, to deli,er to me an answer of his own writin~, 
Indeed I can in no olhe1· manner account for this 
affair. Oh, Sir Clement, were .'on not Jourselfun• 
11appy, l know not how I could pardon an artifice 
that has caused me so much uneasinc:;;s ! 

His abrupt departure occasioucd a kind of gene­
ral consternation. 

" Very extraordinary behaviour this!" cried 
l\Irs. Beaumont. 

" Egacl," said ;\fr. Covcrley, " the Baronet has a 
tnind to tip us a touch of the hernics this moming !" 

" I declare," cried Lady Louisa, " I never saw 
any thing so monstrous in my life! it's quite abo­
minable ;-I fancy the man's mad ;-I'm sure ho 
has given me a shocking fright!" 

Soon after, Mrs. Selwyn came up stairs with Lord 
Merton. The former, advancing l1aotily to me, 
81lid, " :Miss Am· ille, have you an almanack ?" 

" ::\le !-no, 1\ladam." 
" \Vho has one, then?" 
" Egad," cried Mr. Coverley," I never hought 

one in my life; it would make me quite melancholy 
to harn snch a time-keeper in my pocket. I would 
as soon walk ~II day ~efore an hom·-glass." 

" You are m the right," said Mrs. Selwyn," not 
to watch time, lest you should be hetrayed, uuawares, 
into reflcctinl{ how you employ it." 

" Egad, Ma'am," cried he, " if Time thought 
no more of me tl1an I do of Time, I believe I 
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should bid defiance, for one while, to ol<l age and 
wrinkles; for deuce take me if e1 er I think about 
it at all." 

"Pray, Ir. Coverley," said Mrs. Selwyn," why • 
do you tlii1.~ it necessary to tell me this so often?" 

" Often!" repealed he; " Egad, ~Iadam, I don't 
know why I said il mlw ;-but I'm sure I can't re­
collect that e,·er I owned as much before." 

" Owned it before !" cried she, " why, my deat· 
Sir, you own it all day Jong; fore-very word, every 
look, every action proclaims it.'' 

I know uol if he under~tood the full severity of 
her satire, but he only turned off with a laugh: and 
she then applied to :\fr. Lovel, and asked if he had 
au almanack ? 

Mr. Lovel, wlio always looks alarmed when sl1e 
addresses him, with some hesilalion answered, " I 
assure you, Ma'am, I ha,e no manner of antipathy 
to an almanack,-none in the least,-1 assure you; 
-I dare say I have four or fi, e." 

" Four or five !-pray, may I ask what use you 
make of so malty ?" 

"Use!-really, .l\la'am, as lo that,-! don't make 
any particular use of them; but one must have 
them, to teH one the <lay of the month :-l'm sure 
else I should 11ever keep it in my head." 

"And does your time pass so smoothly unmark­
ed, that, without an almanack, you could not dis­
tinguish one day from another?" 

" Really, .Ma'am," cried he, colouring," I don't 
see any thing so -very particular in having a few 
almanacks; other peo1ile have them, I believe, as 
well as me." 

" Don't be offended," cried she, " I have but 
made a little digressiou. All I want to know is, 
the state of l11e moon ;-for if it is at the full, I 
hall be t.aved n world of conjectures, and know 

at once to what cause to altribute the inconsiste11• 
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cics I have witnessed this morning. In the first 

place, I heard Lonl Orville excuse himself from 

going out, because he liad business of importance 

to transact at home ;-yet have l seen him saunter­

ing alone in the garden thi~ half hou • Miss An­

ville, on the other hand, I in-dted to walk out with 

me; and, after seeking her e,·ery where round the 

house, I find her quietly seated in the drawing­

room. And but a few minutes since, Sir Clement 

Willoughby, with even more than his usual po­

]ileness, told me he was come to spend the morn­

ing here ;-wl1en, just now, I met him flying down 

stairs, as if pursued by the Furies; and, far from 

1·cpeating his compliments, or making any excuse, 

lie ditl not even answer a question I asked him, hut 

rnshcd past me, with the rapidity of a thief from a 

bailiff!" 
" I protest," said Mrs . .Beaumont, " I can't think 

what he meant; such rudeness, from a man of any 

family, is quite incomprel1ensible." 
" ~Iy Lord," cried Lady Louisa Lo Lord ~lerton, 

" Do you know he did the same by me ?-I was 

just going to ask him what was the matter; but be 

ran past me so quick, that I declare lie quite dazzled 

my eyes. You can't tliiuk, my Lord, how he 

frightened me ; I dare say I look as pale,-don't I 
look. rnry pale, my Lord?" 

"Your Ladyship," ~aid Mr. Lmel, "so well 

becomes the lilies, that the roses might blush to see 

themselves so cxcelleJ." 
" Pray, l\lr. Lo"el," said :\frs. Selwyn, "if tl1e 

roses i;hould blush, !tow would) on find it out?" 

" Egad," cried ~fr. CoYcrle_y, " I i;nppose they 

must hlush, as the Sa) ing is, like a blue dog,-for 

they are red already." 
" Prithee, Jack," sai<l Lord Merton, " don't you 

prclenJ to talk about blushes, that never knew what 
they were in your life." 
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« My Lord," said )fr. SclwJ n, "if experienco 

nlonc c:m justily menlionin/.'.\" Lhem, '!\-hat au admi­
·alile ll'lalisc upon Lhe sultjecl may we not expect 

from }OUr Lordship[" 
" 0, pray, l\la'am," an~wered he, " stick to Jack 

Cornrlcy,-hc's your only man; for my part, 1 
confess I have a mortal aver ion to ar~umcnls." 

"0 fie, my Lord," cried l\1rs. Selw)n, "a sena­
tor of the nation! a member of the noblest parlia­
rncnl in the world !-and yet neglect the art of 
oratory!" 

" \° hy, faith, my Lord," said l\Ir. Lovcl, "I 
think, in general, JOUl' House is nol much addiele<l 
to sludJ; we of Lhe Lower House ham indubitably 
most application; and, if I did not speak before a 
superior power, (l1owi11g to Lord Merton) l should 
presume to add, we ham like\\ise tho most able 
pcakcrs." 

"1\lr. Lovcl," said l\Irs. Selwyn, "you dcseryo 
immorlaliLy for thal disco,·cry ! lllll for this ob­
~cnalion, and the confession of Lord ~lerton, I pro­
test 1 should ha,·e supposed that a peer of the realm, 
and an a hie logician, were S)llOll) mous terms." 

Lord ~Ierlon, turning upon his heel, asked Lady 
Louisa if she hould take the air before dinner? 

" Really," answered slw, " I don't know ;-I'm 
afraid it's monstrous hot; hesides, (pulling her hand 
to her forehead) I an'l half well; it's quilc horrid 
to ha,·e such weak ncrres [-the least thing in tl:e 
world discomposes me : I declare, that man's odd­
ness lias gi~·en me imch a slwck,-1 don'l knO\V 

when I shall reco, er from it. But I'm a sad \\ cak 
,creature ;-don't) ou think I am, my Lord?" 

" 0, by no mean~," answered he, " your Lady­
sl1ip is merely delicate,-and devil lake me if ernr 
I had the least passion for an Amazon." 

" I ham the honour to he quite of your Lordship's 
opinion," said l\fr. Love!, looking- malioiously at 
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Mrs. Selwyn; 11 for I have an insuperable nersio1t 
to strength, either of body or mind, in a female." 

" Faith, and so haye I," said Mr. l:overley; "fot 
egad, I'd as soou see a woman chop wood, as hear 
her chop logfo." 

" So would every man in his senses," i,aid Lord 
l\1erton; "for a woman wants nothing to recom• 
mend her but beauty and good-nature; in eYery 
thing else she is either impertinent or unnatunl. 
For my part, deuce take me if ever I wish to bear a 
word of sense from a woman as Ion~ as I live!'' 

" It lias always been agreed," said l\frs. Selwyn, 
lookiug round her with the utmost contempt, 11 that 
no man ougl1t to l,e connected with a woman whose 
understanding is superior to his own. Now I very 
much fear, that to aocommoclate all this good com­
pany, according to such a rule, would be utterly 
impracticable, unless we should choose subjecli 
from Swifl's Hospital of Idioll!." 

How many enemies, my dear Sir, does this un­
bouudecl severity excite ! Lord Merton, howeyer, 
only whistled; Mr. Coverley sang; and Mr. Lornl, 
after biting his lips some time, said, " 'Pon honour, 
that lady-if ~be was not a lady,-! should be half 
tempted te observe,-that there is something,-in 
suoh severity,-that is rather, I must say,-rather 
oddish." 

Just tl1en a servant brought Lady Louisa a note 
upon a waiter, which is a ceremony always used to 
]1cr Ladyship; and I took the opportunity of this 
interruption lo the conversation to steal out of the 
room. 

I went immediat.ely to the parlour, which I fouml 
quite empty; for I did not dare walk in the garden 
after what Mn. Selwyn had said. 

In a few minotea a servant announced Mr. Ma,, 
ca1·Lncy ; saying, &11 he entered the room, that h• 
would acqaurt Lord Onille he wu tltere, 
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:\Ir. l\!acarluey rejoiced mncl1 at finding me 

alone. He told me lie had taken the liberty to en­
quire for Lord Orville, by way of pretext for coin­
ing to the house." 

I then very eager] y enquired if he had seen his 
father. 

"I have, Madam," said he, "and the generous 
compassion you have shown made me hasten to ac­
quaint you, that, upon reading my unhappy mother's 
letter, he did not hesitate to acknowledge me." 

" Good God," cried I, with no little emotion, 
" 110w similar are our circumstances! And did he 
rcccire you kindly ?" 

" I could not, Madam, expect that lie would; the 
cruel transaction which obliged me to fly }Jaris, was 
too recent in l1is memory." 

" And,-have you seen the young lady?" 
"No, Madam," said he, mournfully, "I was for­

bid her sight." 
" Forbid her sight !-and why ?" 
" Partly, perhaps, from prudence,-and partly 

from the remains of a resentment which will not ea­
sily subside. I only requested leave to acquaint her 
with my relationship, aud be a1Jowcd to call her sis­
ter ;-hut it was denied me !" " Yon have no sister," 
said Sir John, " yl)1~ must forget her existence 
Hard and vain command !" 

" You have-you have a sister !" cried I, from au 
impulse of pity, which I could uot repress; "a si -
ter who is most warmly interested in your welfare, 
and who only wants oppol'lunity to mani(est her 
friendship and regard." 

" Gracious Heaven !" cried he, " what does ::\liss 
Anville mean?" 

" Andlle," said I, " is not my real name; Sir 
,John Belmont is my fathcr,-he is your's,-and I 
am your sister !-You see, therefore, the claim we 
mutually haYe to each other's regard; we are not 

K 3 
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merely bound by the ties of friendship, bul by those, 
of blood. Heel for you, already, all the afl'er.tion of 
a sister ; I felt it indeed, before I knew I was one. 
-Wl1y, my dear brother, do you not speak ?-do 
you hesitate to acknowledge me ?" 

" I am so Jost in astonishment," cried he, " that 
I know not if I hear right!"-

" I have, then, founn a brother," cried I, holding 
out my hand, " and he will not own me!" 

" Own you !-Oh, Madam," cried he, accepting 
my offered hand, "is it indeed possible you can own 
me ?-a poor wretched adventnrer ! who so lately 
J1ad no support but from your generosity ?-whom 
your benevolence snatched from utter destrnction? 
-Can you,-Ob, Madam, can you indeed, and 
without a blush, condescend to own such an outcast 
for a brother?" 

"Oh, forbear, forbear,'' cried I, "is this language 
proper for a sister ? arc we not reciproc:ally bound 
to each other?-"\Vill you not sutler me to expect 
from you all the good offices iu your power ?-But 
tell me, where is our father at present?" 

"At the Hot Wells, Madam! ho arrived there 
yesterday morning." 

I would have proceeded with furtl1cr qneslions, 
but the entrance of Lord Onille prevented me, 
The moment lw saw us, lw started, and would have 
retreated; but, drawing my hand from l\fr. l\la­
cartney's, I begged him to come in. 

For a few n1omeuts we were all silent, aud, I be­
lieve, all in equal conful:!ion. • 1\1r. Macartney, how­
ever, recollecting· himself, said, " I hope your Lord­
ship will forgil'c the liberty I have taken in making 
11se of your name." 

Lord Onillc, rather coldly, bowed, but said no• 
thing. 

Again we were all silent, and then Mr. Macarl• 
11ey took leave. 
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" I fancy;' said Lord Orville, when he was gone, 

"I have shortened .Mr. Macartney's visit?" 
" Ko, my Lord, not at all. 
" I had presumed," said he, with some hesitation, 

" I should have seen Miss Anville in the garden;­
but I knew not she w:is so mnch better engaged." 

.liefore I could ans e1·, a servant came to tell me 
the chaise was ready, and that .Mrs. 8elwyn was en­
quiring for me. 

" l will wait on her immediately," cried I, and 
away I was running; but Lord Orville, stopping 
me, said, with great emotion, " Is it thus, foss Au­
Yille, you lea,·e me?" 

"My Lord," cried), "how can I help it?­
perhaps, soon, some better opportunity m:ty of-· 
fer-" 

"Good Heaven!" cried he, "do you, indeed, 
take me for a Stoic! What better opportunity may 
I hope for ?-is not the chaise come ?-are you not 
goiug? have you even deigned to tell ml! whither?" 

" My jonrney, my Lord, will now be deferred. 
l\lr. Macartney has brought me intelligence which 
renders it al prnsenl unnecessary." 

" l\fr. :Macartney," said he, gra,,ely, " seems to 
have great influence ;-yet he is a very young coun­
sellor." 

" Is it possible, my Lord, i\1r. Macartney can 
girn you the least uneasiness?" 

" My dearest .Miss Anville," said he, taking my 
hand, " I see, and I adore the purity of your mind, 
superior a11 it is to all little arts, and all apprehen• 
sions of suspicion ; and I should do myself, as well 
as you, injustice, if I were capable of harbouring 
the smallest doubts of that gooduess which makes 
you mine for ever : nevertheless, pardon me, if I 
own myself surprised,-nay, alarmed, at these fre­
quent meetings with so young a man as lr, Ma• 
cal'lney." 
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" My Lord," cried I, eager to clear myself, "Mr, 
Macartney is my brother !" 

"Your brother ! you amaze me !-What strange 
mystery, then, makes bis relationship a secret?" 

Just then, l\Irs. Selwyn opened the door. "0, you 
are here!" cried she : "Pray, is my Lord so kind as 
to assist you in preparing for your journey, 01· in 
Tetarding it ?" 

"I should be most happy," said Lord Orville, 
smiling, " if it were in my power to do the latter." 

I then acquainteu her with Mr. l\Iacartney's com­
munication. 

She immediately ordered tl1e chaise away; and 
then took me into her own room, to consider wl1at 
i.hou]d be done. 

A few minutes sufficed to determine her; and she 
wrote the following note. 

" To Sfr John Belmont, Bart. 
"Mrs. SELWYN presents her compliments lo Sir 

John Belmont; and, if he is at leisure, will be 
glad to wait on him this morning, upon busi­
ness of importance." 

She then ordered her man to enquire al tlie pump· 
room for a direction ; and went herself lo l\frs. 
Beaumont to apologi:r.e for deferring l1er journey. 

Au answer was presently returned, that he would 
be glad to see her. 

She would have bad me immediately accompany 
her to tl1e Hot '-Velis; but I entreated her to spare 
me the distress of so abrupt an introduction, and lo 
paye the way for my reception. Site consented ra­
ther reluctantly, and, attended only by her senant, 
walked to tlie Wells. 

She was not absent hvo hours; yet so miserably 
did time seem to linger, that I thougl1t a thousand 
accidents Jiad happened, and feared she would never 
rt:turn. I passed the whole time in my own room, 

~ 
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f'.or I was loo mucJ1 agitated even to converse with 
Lord Onille. 

The instant that, from my window, I saw l1er 
returning, I flew down stairs, and met her in the 
garden. . 

We both walked to tl1e arbour. 
Her looks, in which disappointment and anger 

were expressed, presenlly announced lo me the 
failure of her embassy. Finding ll1al she did not 
speak, I asked her, in a faullering voice, whether or 
not I had a father? 

., You ha-ve not, my dear!" said sl1e abruptly. 
"YerJ well, Madam," said I, with tolerable calm­

ness, '' let the cl1aise then be ordered again ;-I ,,.ill 
go to Berry Hill ;-and there, l trust, I sliall still 
find one!" 

It was some lime ere she could girn, or I could 
liear, the account of her visit; and then she related 
it in a hasty manner ; yet I believe I can recollect 
every word. 

"I found Sir John alone. He received me with 
the utmbst politeness. I did not keep him a moment 
in suspence as to the purport of my, isit. But I had 
no i;ooner made it known, than, with a supercilious 
smile, he said, "And have you, Madam, been pre­
-railed upon to rcvi-ve that ridiculous old story?" 
Ridiculous, I told him, was a term which he would 
find no one else do him the fa,our to make use of, 
in speaking of the horrible actions belonging lo U1e 
old story he made so light of; " actions," continued 
I, " which would dye still deeper the black annals 
of Tero or Caligula." He attempted in, ain to rally; 
for I pursued him with all the severity in my power, 
and ceased not painting the enormity of his crime 
till I slung him to the quick, and, in a voice of pas­
sion and impatience, he said, " o more, l\fadam,­
this is uot a subject upon which I need a mouitor." 
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" Make then," cried I, " the only reparation in you .. 
power.-Y our daughter is now at Clifton; send for 
her hither; and, in the face of the world, proclaim 
the legitimacy of her birth, and clear the reputation 
of your injured wife." " l\Iadam," said he, " you 
are much mistakeu, if you suppose I waite l for the 
honour of this visit before I did what little justice 
now depends upon me to the memory of that un­
fortunate womau : het· daughter has been my care 
from her infancy; I have taken her into my hon&e; 
she bears . my name; and she will be my sole heir­
ess.'' For some time this assertion appeared so air 
surd, that I only laughed at it: bat, at last, be assur­
ed me, I had myself been imposed upon; for that 
the very woman who attended Lady Helmonl in her 
last illnesi,i, conveyed the child to him while he was 
in London, before she was a year old. "Unwilling," 
he added, " at that time to confinn the rnmour of 
my being married, I se11t the woman with the child 
to France : as soon as she was old enough, I put her 
into a convent, where she bas been properly edu­
cated, and now I have taken her home. I have ac­
knowledged her for my lawful child, and paid, at 
length, to the memory of her unhappy mother, a 
tribute of fame, which has made me wish to hide 
myself hereat'ler from all the world." This whole 
story sounde«I so improbable, that I did not scruple 
to tell him I dit1credited every word. He thell rang­
his bell; and, enquiring if his hair-dresser was come, 
said he was I.lorry to leave me ; but that, if I would 
faT011r him with my company to-morrow, he would 
do himself the honour of introducing Miss Belmont 
to me, instead of troubling me to introduce her to 
him. I rose in great indignation ; and as!'luring him 
I would make his conduct as public as it was infa. 
moos-I left the house." 

Good HeaTen, how strange the recital ! how in. 
eomprebeusible au a1fair ! The Miss Belmollt taeu 
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who is actually at Bristol, passes for the daughter of 
my unhappy mother! 11asses, in short, for your 
Ernlina. ! Who sl1e can be, or what this Lale can 
mean, I ha,·e not any idea. 

Mrs. Selwyn soon after left me to my own reflec­
tions. Indeed they were not very pleasant. Quietly 
as I had borne her relation, the moment I was alone 
I folt most hilterly both the disgrace and the son·o,Y 
of a rejection so cruelly inexplicable. 

I know not how long I might have continued in 
this situation, had I not been awakened from my 
melancholy 1·crnrie by tlie voice of Lord Onillc. 
" May I come iu," cried he, " or shall I interrupt 
you?" 

I "'as silent, and he seated himself next me. 
"I fear," he contiuuecl," liss Anville will think 

I persecute her: yet so much as ham I to say, and 
so mucb as I wish to hear, with so few opportunities 
for either, she cannot wonder-and I hope she wil1 
not be offended-that I seize with such avidilyevery 
moment in my power to converse with her. You 
are grave," added he, taking my hand : " I hope 
you do not regret the delay of your journey ?-I 
hope the pleasure it gives to me, will not be a sub­
ject of pain to J/ott ?-You are silent !-Something, I 
am sure, has afflicted you :-would to Heaven I were 
able to console you!-Would to Heaven I were 
worthy to participate in your sorrows !" 

:My heart was too full to hear this kindness, and 
I could only answer lJy my tears. " Good Heaven," 
cried he, " how you alarm me !-My love, my sweet 
Miss Anville, deny me no longer to be tl1e sharer of 
your grief.,; !-tell me, at least, that you have not 
withdrawn your esteem !-that you do not repent 
the goodness you have shown me !-that you still 
think me the !lame grateful Orville, whose heart you 
have deigned to accept!" 

"Oh, my Lord," cried I,'' your generosity over-
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powers me!" And I wept like au infant. For riow, 
that all my hopes of being acknowledged seemed fi. 
nally crushed, I felt Lhe nobleness of his disinlerest­
ed regard so forcibly, that I could scarce breathe 
under the weighl of gratitude which opprei<sed me. 

He seemed a-really shocked; and, in terms the 
most flaltering, Urn most respectfully tender, he at 
once soothed my distress, and urged me !o tell him 
ils cause. 

" My Lord," said I, when I was able lo speak, 
" you lillle know what au outcast you have honour­
ed with your choice !-a child of bounty,-an or­
phan from infancy,-dependent, even for subsistence 
dependenl, upon the kindness of compassion !-Re­
jected by my natural friends,-disowued for ever by 
my nearest relatiou,-Oh, my Lord, so circumslal'l.c­
ed, can I deserve the distinction with which you 
honour me? No, no, I foel the inequality too pain­
fully ;-you must leave me, my Lord; you most 
suffer me to return to obscurity; and there, in the 
bosom of my first, best, my only friend,-1 will pour 
forth all the grief of my heart !-while you, my 
Lord, must seek elsewhere-" 

I could not proceed ; my whole soul recoiled 
against the charge I would have given, and my voice 
refused to utter it. 

" Never," cried he, wannly, "my heart is your's, 
and I swear lo yon an attachment eternal !-Y 011 

prepare me, indeed, for a tale of horror, and I am 
almost breathless witJI expectation ;-but so firm i1 
my conviction, that, whatever are your misfortunes, 
to have merited them is not of the number, that I feel 
myself more strongly, more invincibly devoted to 
you than ever !-Tell me but where I may find this 
noble friend, whose virtues you have already taught 
me to reverence,-and I will fly to obtain bis con­
sent and intercession, that henceforward our fates 
may be indissolubly united ;-and then shall it be 

+ 
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the sole study of my life to endeavour to soften your 
past,-aucl guard you from future misfortunes!" 

I Imel just raised my eyes to answer this most ge­
nerous of men, when the first object they met was 
l\lrs. Selwyn. 

" So, my dear," cried she, " what, still courting 
tl1e rural shades! I thought ere now you would 
ham been satiated with this retired seat, and I 
l1aye been ieeking you all over the house. But l 
find the only way to meet with you,-is to enquire 
fo1· Lord Orville. However, don't let me disturb 
your meditations; you are possibly planning some 
pastoral dialogue." 

And, with this provoking speech, she walked on. 
In tlie greatest confusion l was quitting the 

arbour, when Lord Orville said, " Permit me to 
follow l\lrs. Selwyn ;-it is time to put an end to 
all impertinent conjectures; will :you allow me to 
ipeak to her openly?" 

I assented in silence, and he left me. 
I then went to my own room, where I continue~ 

till l was summoned to dinner; after which, Mrs. 
Selwyn invited me lo her's. 

The moment sl1e had shut the door, " Your 
Ladyship," said she, " will, I hope, be seated." 

" Ma'am!" cried I, staring. 
" 0 the sweet innocent! So you don't know what 

1 mean ?-but, my dear, my sole view is to accustom 
you a liltle to your dignity elect, lest, when you are 
addressed by your title, you should look another 
way, from an apprehension of listening to a dis~ 
course not meant for you to bear." 

Haviug, in this manner, diverted herself with my 
confusion, till her raillery was almost exhausted, 
she con~-ratulated me very seriously u1>on tho par• 
tiality of Lord Orville, and painted lo me, in the 
1>trongest terms, his disinterested del!ire of being 
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marrieu to me immediately. She had t.old him, n; 
she said, my wl1ole story, an rl yet be was willing, 
nay eager, that our union ~hould take place of any ,, 
further application to my family. "Now, my clear," ,, 
continued she, " I advise you by all means to i! 
marry him directly; nothing· can be more preca- i:: 
rious than our success with Sir Jolm ; and the !Iii 
young men of this age are not to be trusted with l!e 
too much t.ime for deliberation, where their iIJ.leresls ,Ii, 
are concerned." ~e 

•" Good God, Madam," cried I, "do you think ! 
I would hurry Lord Orville?" 

"\Vell, do as yon will," said she, "luckily you 
l1ave an excellent subject for Quixotism ;-other- lie 
wise this delay might prnve your ruin; but Lord rho 
Orville is almost as romantic as if he had been born 
mid bred at Berry-Hill." 

She then proposed, as no better expedient seemed 
Jikely to be suggested, that I should accompany 
l1er at once in her visit Lo the Hot-Wells to-morrow 
morning. 

The very idea made me tremhle; yet she repre- I 
sented so strongly the necessity of pursuing this Lie 

unhappy affair with spirit, or giving it totally up, 
that, wautiug her force of argument, I was almost 
obliged to yield to her proposal. 

In the evening we all walked in the garden: and 
Lord Orville, who never quitted my side, told me 11' 

he liacl been listening to a tale, which, thouo-h it lu 
Lad removed the perplexities that had so long° tor-
mented him, had penetrated him with sorrow and 
compassion. I acquainted him with l\Irs. Selwyn's r. 
plan for to-morrow, and confessed the extreme 
terror it gave me. He then, in a manne1· almost ml 
unanswerable, besought me to leave to him the ij 
conduct of the aff.'lir, by consenling to bo his 
before an interview took place. 

l r.ould not but acknowledge my sense of his gene-



r,. 

Ill 
l1J, 

II 
,lit 

EVELINA 211 , 
rosity; but I told him I was wholly dependent 
upon you ; and that I was certain your opinion 
would be the same as mine; wl1ich was, Lhat it 
would be highly improper I should dispose of my­
self for ever, so very near the time which must 
finally decide by whose aulhorily I ought lo be 
guided, The subject of this dreaded meeting, wilh 
the thousand co11jectnres and apprehensions to 
which it gives birth, employed all our conrnrsation 
then, as it has all n1y thoughts since. 

Heayen only knows how I sball support myself, 
when the 1011g expected-the wished-yet tenible 
moment arrirns, that will prostrate me at the feet of 
the nearest, the most rernrenced of all relations, 
whom my heart yearns to know, and lonp lo lorn! 

LETTER XXXII. 
EVELINA IN CONTINUATION. 

[Oct. 9. 
I COULD not write yesterday, so violent was 

the agitation of my mind ;-but I will not, now, 
lose a moment till I ha Ye hastened to my best friend 
an account of the transactions of a day I can never 
recollect without emotion. 

Mrs. Selwyn determined upon sending no mes­
sage," Lest," ~aid she, " Sir John, fatigued with 
the very idea of my rcproacl1es, should endcaronr 
to amid a meeting. All we ha1e to do is to ta1.e 
him by surprise. He cannot but see who JOU are, 
wl1ether he will do you justice or not." 

\Ve went early, and in :Mrs. Beaumont's chariot; 
into which Lord Orville, ultering words of the 
kindest encouracrcmenl, ha11dcd us both. 

l\Iy uneasiues~, during the ride, was cxeessiYe; 
but, when _we slopped at the ?oor, I was almost 
senseless with terro1· ! the mcelrng, at last, W:ls not 
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l'O dreadful as that moment! I believe I was carried 
inlo Lhe house ; But I scarce recollect what was 
done wilh me: however, l know we remained some 
time in the parlour before l\Irs. Selwyn could 11end 
any message up slairs. 

\Vhen I was somewhat recovered, I entreated 
her to lel me return home, assuring her I felt my• 
self quite unequal lo supporting the interview. 

" No," said sLe; " you must stay now: your fears 
will but gain strength by delay ; and we must not 
)1ave such a shock as this repeated." Then, turning 
to the servant, she sent up her name. 

An answer was brought, that ho was ~ing out 
in grcal haste, but would attend her immediately. 
I turned so sick, that l\frs. Selwyn was apprehen• 
sive I should 11am fainted ; and, opening a door 
which led to an inner apartment, she hegged me to 
wait there till I was somewhat composed, and till 
lihe had prepared for my reception. 

Glad of every moment's reprieve, I willingly 
ag-reed to the proposal; and l\Irs. Selwyn had but 
just time to shut me in, before her presence was 
necessary. 

•rhe voice of a father-Oh, dear and revered 
name !-which then, for the first time, struck my 
ears, affected me in a manner I caunot describe, 
though it was only employed in giving orders to a 
ser-rnut as he came down stairs. 

Then, entering the parlour, I heard him say, "I 
am sorry, Madam, I made you wait; but I have au 
engagement which now calls me away: however, if 
you have any commands for me, I shall be glad of 
the honour of your company some other time." 

" I am come, Sir," said l\lrs. Selwyn, " to intro­
duce your daughter to yon." 

"I am infinitely obliged to you," answered he; 
" but I have just had the satisfaction of hreakfaat. 
fog with her, l\fa'am, your most obedient," 
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n Yon refuse, tlien, lo sec be1· ?" 
" I am much indebted to you, Jadam, for this 

desire of inereasin~ my family; but you must ex­
cuse me if I decline taking adrnntage of it. I 
have already a. daugl1tcr, to whom I owe every 
thino-; and it is not three days since that I had the 
pleasure of discoverirJg a son : how many more 
sons and daughters tnay be brought to me, I am 
yet to learn; but I am already perfectly satisfied 
with tl1c size of my family." 

" Had you a thou"and children, Sir John," said 
Mrs. Selwyn, warmly, " this only one, of which 
Lady Belmont ,,.as the mother, ouglit to he mo&t 
di&tingnishecl ; and, fa1· from arnidin~r Jier sight, 
you should thank your stars, in humhle gratitude, 
that there Jet remains in your power the smallest 
opportunity of doing the injured wife you have 
destroyed, the poor justice of acknowledging her 
child!" 

" I am ,cry unwilling, Madam,'' answered he, 
" to enter into any discussion of this point; but JOU 

are determined to compel me to speak. There Jives 
not at tl1is time the human being, who should talk 
to me of tlie regret due to the memory of that ill­
fatcrl woman: no one can feel it so severely as my­
self, but let me, nevertheless, assure you, I have 
already done all that remained in my power to 
proye the respect sl1e merited from me : her child 
I have educated, and owned for my lawful heiress: 
if, l\fodam, yon can suggest to me any other means 
by which I may more fully do her justice, ancl more 
clearly manifest h<'r innocenco, name them to me ; 
. nd, though they i,honl<l wound my character still 
deeper, 1 will perform them readily." 

"All this ~ouncls ,·aslly well,"retumed Jrs. Sel­
wyn; " but I must own it is r~Lher too enigmatical 
for my faculties of comprel1ewuon. You can, l1ow­
ever, ·have no objection to seeing this young lady?" 
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" None in the world." 
« Come forth, then, my dear," cried she, opening 

the door ; " come forth and see your father!" Then, 
taking my trembling hand, she led me forward. I 
would have withdrawn it and retreated ; hut, as he 
advanced instantly towards me, I found myself al­
rcadJ before him. 

What a moment for your Evelina-an involun­
tary scream escaped me, nnd, covering my face 
with my hands, l sunk on the floor. 

He hnd, however, seen me first; for, in a voice 
scarce articulate, he exclaimed, " l\fy God ! does 
Caroline E, elyn still live!" 

i\Irs. Selwyn said something, but I could not listen 
to l1er ; and in a few minute1e1 he added, " Lift up 
thy head-if my sight has not blasted thee !-lift 
up thy head, thon image of my long lost Caroline!" 

Affected beyond measure, I half arose, and em­
braced his knees, while yet on my own. 

" Yes, yes," cried he, looking earnestly in my 
face, " 1 see, I see thou art her child! she lives­
she lireathcs,--:-she is present to my view ! 011, 
God, that she indeed lived !-Go, child, go," added 
lie, wildly starling, and pushing me from him ; 
" take her away, :Madam,-1 cannot bear to look 
at her!" And then, breaking hastily from me, he 
rushed out of the room. 

Speechless, motionless myself, I attempted not to 
stop him ; but l\frs. Selwyn, hastening an.er him, 
caught hold of his arm: " Leave me, Madam,'~ 
cried he, with quickness, " and take care of the 
poor child :-bid her not think me unkind; tell 
Iler, I would al Lhi11 moment plonge a dagger in my 
heart to serve her : bwt she has set my brain on 
fire ; and I can see her no more !" Then, with a 
violence almost frantic, he rau up stairs. 

Oh, Sir, had I not indeed cause to dread this in• 
terview ?-aa interview 10 unspeakably paiaful and 
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aftli ·ling lo us both! frs. Stlwyn would h:n·e im­
mediately returned lo Cliflon; but I cnlrcalcd her 
lo wait some time, in the hope that my unhappy fa­
ther, when his tirst emolion was o,cr, would a«ain 
bear me in his sight. Ilcwcver, he soon after ~ent 
his servant to enquire how I did ; and to tell l\lrs. 
Selwyn he was much m<lisposcd, but would hope 
for the honour of seeing he1· to•monow, al any 
lime she would please to appoint. 

She fixed upon ten o'clock in the morning; and 
then, with a l1cn,y heart, I got into the rhariot, 
Those afilicting words, I can see her no mo1'e ! were 
neyer a moment alJsent from my mind. 

Yet the sight of Lord Orville, who l1auded us 
from the carriage, gave some relief to the sadness 
of my thoughts. 1 could not, however, enter upon 
the painful nbject; but, begging l\Irs. Selwyn 
to satisfy l1im, I went to my own room, 

As soon as 1 communicated to the good Mrs. 
Clinton the present situation of my affairs, an idea 
occurred to her, which seemed to clear up all the­
mystery of 111y having lJeen so long disowned. 

The woman, she says, who attended my ever-to­
bc-regrclted molher in her last illness, and who 
nursed me the first four months of my life, soon 
afler being discharged from your house, left Brrry­
Jfill entirely, with her baby, wJ10 was but six 
weeks olc!.er than myself. 1\Jrs. Clinton remem­
bers, that het· quilling the place appeared, at the 
time, i·ery exlraordinary to the neighbours; but, as 
sl1e was nc, er heard of afterwards, she was by 
degrees quite forgollen. 

'fhe moment this was mentioned, it struck Mrs. 
Selwyn, as well as Mrs. Clinlon herself, that my fa. 
ther had been imposed upon; and that tho nurse, 
who saiJ she had brought bis child to him, had, in 
fact, carried her own. 

1'he name by whicl1 I was known, the secrecy 
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obsen·ed in regard to my family, and the retire­
ment in which I fo·ed, all conspired to render Lhis 
scheme, however daring aud fra~dulent, by no 
means impracticable; and, in short, the idea was 
no sooner started, than co1n·icliun seemed to fol• 
low it. 

Mrs. Selwyn determined immediately to discover 
tl1e tru Lit or mistake of this conjecture; therefore, 
the moment she had dined, sl1e walked to the Hot• 
\Velis, attended by l\lrs. Cli11ton. 

I waited in my room till her return; and then 
heard the following account of her visit: 

She found my poor fathe1· in great agitation. She 
immediately informed hirn of the occasion of her so 
speedy return, and of her suspicions of the woman 
who had pretended to convey to l1im his child. In­
terrupting her with quickness, he said he had just 
sent l1er from his presence ; that the certainty I 
carried in my countenance of my real birth, made 
J1im, the moment he had recoYercd from a surprise 
which had almost deprived him of rea~on, suspect, 
himself, the imposition she mentioned. He had 
therefore sent for the woman, and questioned her 
with the utmost austerity ; she turned pale, and was 
extremely embarrassed; but still she persisted in 
affirming, that she bad really brought him the 
daughter of Lady Belmont, His perplexity, he 
said, almost tlistracted him : he had always oh• 
served, that his daughter bore no resemblance to 
either of her parents; but, as he had nel·er tloubted 
tbe veracity of the nurse, this circumstance did not 
give birth to any suspicion. 

At Mrii. Selwyn's desire, the woman was apin 
• called, and interrogated with equal art and 14everity ; 

her confusion was evident, a111l her answ"rs often 
contradiclory ; yet sbe still declared she was no 
impostor, " We will see that in a minute," said 
Mn. Selwyn; and then desired l\lrs. Clinton might 
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being prevented, dropt on her knees, and implored 
forgiHness. A coufession of the whole affair was then extorted from her. 

Doubtless, my dear Sir, you mnst rem em her Dame 
Green, who was mv first nnrse. Tbo deceit she has practised was sngg~sted, she says, by a conversation she overheard; in which my unlmppy mother be­
sougl1t you, that, if l1cr child surrh-ed lier, you would lake the sole care of its edu cation; and, in particular, if it should be a female, you would by 
no me:ms part wilh l1P.1· in early life. You not only consented, she says, buta.sured her JOU would even 
retire aLroad with me JOllrsclf, if my father should importmiatcly demand me. Her own child, sho i1aid, was then in her arms; and she could not for­
liear wishing it wore possible to give her the fortune which seemed so little valued for me. This wish once raised was not easily suppressed ; on the con­
trary, what at first :tppcared a mere idle desire, in a sl10rt time seemed a feasible scheme. Her hus­
band was dead, and s11e had Jillle regard for any body Jmt l1er child; and, in short, ha, iug sarnd 
mone_v fol' the journey, she contrive<! to cnquiro a direction lo my father; and, telling her neighbours 
iihe was goin~ to setLJe in Devonshire, she set out on he1· expedition. 

When .Mrs. Selwyn asked l1er l1owsJ1e dared per• pctratc such a. fraud, she protested she had no ill 
designs; but that, as J'lliss would be never tho wor ·e fo1· it, she thought il pity nobody should ho tho bcttol'. 

llel' success we arc already acquainted witTr. InilePd, e, cry tl1i110- i-ecmed to contribute towa.rds it • 1ny father had no correspomlont at Berry 11111; 
tli~ eh.ii cl was inslaully sent lo France: where, be;-

VOL, 11, 
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ing brought up iu as m11ch retirement as myself, 

nothing but accident could <liscornr the fraud. 

And here let me ir:<lulge lll)i-ell' in ohscning-, 

and rejoicing to oh~ene, tl,al the total neglect I 

thought I met with was not the effect of inseusihili­

ty or unkindness, but of imposition and error; and 

that, at the ,ery time we co11eluded l was mrnatn­

i-ally rejected, my deluded father meant to i,,how 1110 

most frn·our and protection. 
Heacknowle,lges that Lad)' Howanl's letter flung 

him into some perplexity: he immediately com­

municated it to Dame Green, who confrssed it was 

the grcatei-t shock she had c, er recei,cd in her lifo; 

•Jet sl1e lmd the l:eart and boldness to as~crt, that 

Lady Howard must l1crrnlf ham heen decein)d: 

and as she had, from Hie Leginning of he1• e11lcrprize, 

declared sl1c had stolen away the child without yonr 

knowledge, he concluded that some deceit was then 

intended him; and this thought occasioned his 

abrupt answer. 
Dame Green owned, tl1al, from the moment ll1e 

journey to Englaud was settled, she ga,·e herself up 

for lost. All l1er hope was to l1aTe ha<l he1· daughter 

married hefore it took place ; for "hich reason she 

liad so mllch promoted Mr. l\lacartne:y's a<ldresse~: 

for tl1ongh such a match was inadequate to the 

prele11sions of l\Iiss lklmout, s-l1e well knew it wr,s 

far superior to those her daughter could form aflel" 

the di~co,vcrv of her birth. 
My first enquiry was, if this innocent daughter 

was yet acquainted with tl1e affair? o, :Mrs. Sel­

wyn said ; nor was any plan settled how lo dirnl!rc 

it to l1er. Poor unfortunate girl ! how hard is her 

fate! She is entitled lo my kindest oHices, and I shall 

always consider l1cr as my sister. 
I then asked_ whether my father would again al· 

)ow me to sec h11n? 
H \\'hy, 110, 1ny dear, Dot -yet," answered sl1e; 
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" lie declares the sight of you is loo much for him : 
liowever, we are to settle eYery thing- concerning 
you lo-morrow ; for this woman took up all our 
time to-dav." 

This 111orning, Ll1erefore, she is again gone to the 
Hot \\'ells. I am wailing in all impatience for 
her return ; bnl, as I kuow _you will be a11xions for 
the account this loller contain!', I will not dday 
5011ding it. 

LETTER XXXJJI . 

• , VF.LINA IN CONTL "UATIO:'<, 

[Oct. 9. 

How a~ilate<l, my dear Sir, is the present life of 
}"0llr E, clina ! C\ cry day seems important, a11d one 
event only a prelude to another. 

tr~. Selwyn, upon her return this morning from 
the Hot-\\"cll,enteriugmy room ,·cry abruplly,said, 
" Oh, my dear, I have tnrible news for you!" 

" Fo1· ml', Ma'am ! -Good God! wl1at now?" 
"Arm )Olll"self," cried she," with all yonr Berry 

Hill philosopl1y :-con over every lesson of fortitude 
or resignation JOU ever learnt in your life ;-for 
lrnow,-you are next week to be married to Lord 
On·illc!" 

Douht, astonishment, aud a kind of perturbation 
I cannot describe, made this al,rupt communication 
alarm me exh·emety; and, almost hreathless, J could 
only e claim, "Good God, Madam, what do you 
tell me!" 

" You may well he frigl1tened, my dear," said she, 
ironically; " for really there is something mighLy 
terrific in becoming, at ouce, tho wifo of the man 
you adore,-antl a Countess!" 
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I intreated her to ·spare her raillc1·y, and tell m• 

lier real meaning. She could not pre,·ail with her­

self to grant lhc first request, though she readily 

complie1l with the second. 
l\ly poo1· fo.ther, she said, was still in tlie utmost 

uneasiness: he eutercd upon his affairs with great 

openness, and told lwr, he was equally dislurhed 

how lo dispose either of the daughter he had dis­

co,·erecl, or the daughter he was now to girn up; 

the former he dreaded lo Lrust himself with again 

beholdin~, an<l Lhe !alter he knew not how lo shock 

with the intelligence of her disgrace. l\lrs. SclwJn 

then acqnainte<l him with my situation in regard to 

Lord Orville: this <lelighted him extremely ; and, 

when be heard of his Lordship's eagerness, he i;aid, 

he was himself of opinion, the sooner the union took 

place the better; at1d, in return, he informed her of 

the alfail' of l\Ir. :\faearlney. " And, after a very 

long conyersation," continued \lrs. Selwyn, " we 

agreed, that the most eligible scheme fot· all parties 

woul<l be, to have both the real and the fictitious 

daughte1· married without delay. Therefore, if either 

of you have any inclination lo pull caps for tho 

title of l\liss Belmont, you mnsl do it with all speed, 

as next week will Lake from both of you all preten­

sions to it." 
" 1\ex.L week !-dear Madam, what a strange 

plan !-without my being consulted,-wit.hout ap­
plyin~ to ;\fr. Villars,-witbout ernn the concur­

rcnc~ of Lord On·ille !" 
" As to consulting .IJOll, my dear, it was out of all 

question; because, yon k11ow, yonn,g' ladies• hearls 

and hauch are alwa_ys lo be given wit.h rduetance ! 
-as to l\fr. Villars, it i-; sufficient we know him for 

your friend :-and as for Lord Orville, he is a party 

eoncerncd." 
" A party concerned !-you amaze me?'' 
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""'\V11y, yes; for, asl found our consultation likely 

to redound to l1is adrnntage, I persuaded Sir John to i;cnd for him." 
" ~end fo1· him !-Good God !" 
" Y cs; and Sir John agreed. I told the serrnut, 

that if he could not l1ear of his Lordship in the hou, e, 
J1e might Le pretty certain of encountering him in 
the arhour.-\VJ1y do you colour, my dear ?-\Veil, 
11c was with us in a moment: I · introduced him to 
Sir John; and we proceeded to busiuess." 

"I am ,·cry, ,·cry sorry for it !-Lord Orville 
must himself think this conduct strangely precipi­
tate." 

",1, To, my dear, you arc mistaken; Lord Orville 
has too much good sense. Every thing was then 
iliscus~ed in a rational manner. You arc lo be mar­
ried prirntely, though not secretly, and then go to 
OllC of his Lord~hip's country seal!!: and poor lilllo 

lis Green and ) our brother, who ham no hous 
of their own, must go to one of Sir John's." 

"But why, my dear l\1adam, why all this haste? 
,vhy may we not bo allowed a little longer timo ?" 

" I could gi vc JOU a thousand reasons," answered 
site, "but llut J am toleral,Jy certain tu:o or three 
vill bo more tb:m you can conll'Ornrt, c,·cn with all 

the logic of genuine coquetry. In th~ jirst place, 
you doubtless wish to {JUit the hou c of ~Jrs. B au. 
mout: to "ho~e, then, can JOH with sucl1 propriety 
rcmorn as to Lord On·ille's ?" 

" Surely,, Iadam," cried 1," I am not more clcsti~ 
tute 110w than when I thong-ht mpclf au orphan?" 

"Your father, my dcar,"answcrcdshe, "is willing 
to 1,ayc the litlle impostor a!-1 much of the mortifi­
<·atio11 of her disgrace as is in l1i1, po"~r; now, if 
you immediately lake 11 r place, accordmg _to) our 
right, as ,liss Uelmoul, _why, not all that ~1lher of 
yon can do for her, will 11rc,ent her herng eter-
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1ially stigmalil:ed as the bantling of Dame Green, 

wasb-womau and wet.um·se of Uerrv Ilill, Dorsel• 

shire. Now, such a genealogy will ;iot be yery flat­

tering, crcn to 1\Ir . .\lacartney,who,all cfo,rnal as he 

is, JOU will find by uo means wanting in pride and 

self-consequence." 
" For the uni,·erse," iuternipted I," I would not 

be accebsary to tlie degradation you mention; Lul 

surely, .\ladam, I may return lo Berry Hill?" 

" By no means," said sbe : " for though compas­

sion may make m, wish to save the poor girl the con­

fusion of au immediate and public fall, yel justice 

demands :YOU should appear henceforward in no 

olhe1· light than that of Sir John Belmont's daughter • 

.Be ·ides, between friends, I, who know the world, can 

see thal lmlf Lbis prodigious delicacy for the little 

usurper, is tue mere result of self-iuterm,t; for, while 

her affairs are hn~ht np, Sir John·s, JOll kuow, are 

kept from hcin6 brought further lo light. ~ow the 

double marriage we ha, e projected obviates all 

rntioual ohjcctions. Sir Jolm will gi, e you imme­

diately 30,0001. ; all settlements, and so forth, will 

be made fur you in the name of R, elina Belmont: 

-Mr. ~lacarlncy will at lhc ~a.me Lime Lake poor 

Polly Green; and yet, at {ir~l, it will only be gene­

~ally known tha.t a claughta of Sir John Belmont's 

1s married." 
In this manner, thou~!! she did not conYince me, 

~·et the quickness of her argument· siknccd and 

perplex.ed me. I enquired, howe,er, if I mi:;ht 

not be permitted lo again sec my father, or whether 

1 must regard myself as banished his presence fol' 

ever? 
" .l\ly clear," said she, " he does not know you: 

lie concludes that JOU l1ave heen brought up to de­

test him ; ancl therefore he is rather prepared to 

Jreiid tluw to lole You." 
This answer made me ,·ery unhappy : I wi~hed, 
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most im1>aliently, to remove his prejudice, and en• 
deavour, by dutiful assiduily, to engrige his kind• 
ness ; yet knew not how lo prnposc scein.g him, 
while cousciou!I he wished to avoid me. 

This ereniug, as soon as Lhe company was .en• 
gaged with curds, Lord Orvil:e exerted his utmost 
eloquence lo reconcile me to thi~ lni-ty plan ; but 
110w was 1 slarlled when lie told me I hat next Tues­
da!J was lhe day appointed by my father to be the 
most irnporta.nl of my life! 

"Next Tuesday!" repeated I, quile out of breath, 
" Oh, my Lord!-" 

" l\ly sweet Evelina," said he, " Lhc ,lay whicl.t 
will make me lhe happiest of mortals, would pro­
bably appear awful to ) on were it lo be clefcrrcJ a 
twelvemoulh. l\lr~. ~elwyn has, doublless, acquaint­
ed you with the many motirns which, independent 
of my eagerness, require it to be speedy; suffer, 
therefore, its accelei-ation, and generously complete 
n1y felicity, byendeavouriug to suffer it without re­
pug11ance." 

" Indeed, my Lord, I would uot wilfully raise ob­
jections, nor do l desirn lo appear insensible of the 
lwnour of your good opinion ;-but there is some­
thing in this plan-so ver) hasty-so unreasonably ' 
vrecipitate :-hesitlt:s, I shall have 110 lime to hear 
from Uerry-Hill ;-and believe me, my Lord, I 
should be for ernr mi~erable, were I, in an affair so 
impo1·tant, to act without the sanction of l\lr. Vil­
lars's ad vice." 

He offered lo wail on you l1irnself: hut I told him 
I had rather write Lo you. And then he propo!.e<l, 
that, iuslead of my immediately accompanying him 
to Lincolnshire, we should first pass a month ut my 
native Berry-Hill. 

This was, indeed, a gratefnl proposal to me, and 
I listened to it with unuisguised pl.casure. And, in 
~h(?rt, i was .obliged to co11sent to a compromise, in 
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lnerely deferring the <lay till Thursday ! He readily 
undertook to engage my father's concurrence in this 
little delay; and I besought Jiim, at the same time, 
to mahe use of his influe11ce to obtain me a second 
inten·iew, and to reprcse11t the deep concern I felt 
in being thus banisl1ed his sight. 

He would then haYe spoken of settleme,its ; but l 
assured him I was almost ignorant even of the word. 

And now, my dearest Sit-, what is your opinion 
of these hasty proceedings? Believe me, I half re­
gret the simple facility with which I ham suffered 
myself to be hqrried into compliance ; and, should 
)OU start but the smallest objection, I will yet insi~t 
upon being allowed more time. 

I must now write a concise account of Ll1e stale 
of my alfairs to Howard Grm·e, and Lo Madam11 
Duval. 

Adieu, dearest and most honoured Sir! everJ 
thing at present Jcpends upon your single decision; 
to which, though I yield in trembling, I yielil iw­
plicitly. 

LETI'ER XXXIV. 

EVELI;,,'A Dl co:-,,-TINUATIO::-.. 

[Oct.11. 
Y ESTER DAY morning, as soon as breakfast waf 

o,er, Lord Orville went to the Hot-\Vells, to wait 
upon my father with my double petition . 

.l\lrs. llcaumont, then, in general terms, proposed 
a walk in the garden. 1\1 rs. Selw~ n ·aid she had 
letters to write; but Lady Louisa rose to accompany 
her. 

I had had some reason lo imagine, from tJic notice 
with which her Ladyship had honoured me <luring 
lireakfast, that her hrolhet· had acc1uainled he1· wilk 
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my preff'nt .situation : and her bcl1a1•ionr now con­firmed my conjectures: for, \\lien I would l1ai~ gone up stairs, i11stead ofrnfforiug me, as usual, Lo pa,s disr<'~art!ed, she called artc·r me "ith an affoet­e<l surprise, "Miss .\,n ille, don't JOU walk with us?" 

'l'Jicre seemed something so lillle-min<lcd in this StHl<len cha11ge of conduct, tliat. from au im oltm­
tnry 11,olion of coulempl, I thanked her with a cold­ness like her own, and clec·lincd lwr ofler. 1 et, obseni11g Lliat she blushed C'\trenwlJ al my refusal, and recollecting 1-ohe was sister lo Loni On:illc, 
my indi~nalion subsided; and, upon ~frs. Beau,• mont's repeating the i1nit,tlio11, I accepLed it. 

Our walk pro,·ed e'\tremely dull : Mrs. Beau­mont, "ho nmer says mnch, \\US more silent Lhau usual ; Lady Loni~a slrorn, in ,ain, Lo lay asicl,, the restraint and iliRtanec slic has hitherto prc­S(•n·ed ; and ·1s to me, I was Loo conscion~ of tho circumstances Lo \\ hicl1 I owed their 1tllc11tio11, t feel either pride or pleasure from recei,·ing it. 
Lord Onille was not long abscnl: lie joined us in the g-ar<len with a look of gaiety aud good lm­mour that rr, i,·cd us all. " Yon are jnst the part_,·;• said he, "J wished lo sec together. '\\ ill J011, Madam, (taking my hand) allow me Ll1<• honour of introducing you, hy your real name, lo two of my nearest relations? ,\lrs. Bea11111onl, gi,e me lca,e 

Lo present to you the daughter of ~ir Jolin Bel­
mont; a young lady, w~10. I am sure, 11111st long­sinre ha,e eugaged your c~lccm ancl ad111iralio1,J, thoug-11 you were a ~Lrauger lo her hirth." . 

" l\ly Lord," said ~lrs. Jieaumont, g-racioui.ly sa­Juti11g 111e, "tl10 J0tmg la<lJ's ~-auk in lifi,, JOllr Lordship's recommendation, or her cm n 111Prit,1, 011ld an, one oflhem ha,e been suflicieut lo hare c11litlc·cl lie:; to my reg·artl; and I hope she l1as alw:iJ. mrt with that respect in my lro11se wl1ich is so 11111<"11 1,er 
(luc • thotwh, had I bccu l!looncr made aupiaiut c ) 0 f.3 
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with l1er family, I shoultl doubtless have bcller 

known how to have secured it." 
" Miss Belmont," said Lord 01·ville, " can re­

ceive no lustre from family, whatever she may give 

to it. Louisa, you will, 1 am sure, be happy to make 

yourself au interest in the friendship of Miss Bel­

mont, whom I hope shortly (kissing my hand, and 

joinrng it with her Ladyship's) to have the happi­

ness of presenting to you by yet another name, and 

by the most endearing of all titles." 
I believe it would be difficult to sav wl1ose cheeks 

were, at that moment, of the deepest dye, Lady 

Louisa's or my own ; for the conscious pride with 

which she has hitherto slighted me, gave to her an 

embarrassment which equalled the confusion that 

an introduction so unexpected gave to me. She 

saluted me, however; and, with a faint smile, said, 

" I shall estrem myself ,·cry happy to profit by the 

,. honour of Miss Belmont's acquaintance." 
I only courtesied, and we walked on; but it was 

evident, from the little surprise they expressed, 

that they had been already informed o( the state of 

the affair. 
We were soon after joined by more company : 

and Lord Orville then, in a low voice, took an op­

portunity lo tell me the success of his visit. In the 

fir11t place, 'Thursday was agreed to; and, in these­

cond, my father, he said, was mnch concerned to 

hear of my uneasiness; sent me his blessing; and 

complied with my request of seeing him, with the 

same readiness he should agree to any other I could 

make. Lord Orville, therefore, settled that I should 

wait upon him in the evening, au.d, al hi!! particular 

reque11t, unaccompanied by lrs. Selwyn. 
This kind message, and the prospect of so soon 

aeeing him, gave me sensations of mixed pleasure 

and pain, which wholly occupied my mind till the 

• time of my going to the Hot-Welll!. 



EVELINA 221 
Mrs. Beaumont lent me her chariot, and Lord Or­

ville absolutely insisted upon attending me. " If 
you go alone," said he, " 1rs. Selwyn will certr,1inly 
be offended ; but if you allow me to conduct you, 
though she 111ay give the freer scope to l1er raillery, 
she cannot possibly he affronted: and we had much 
betler suffer her laughter, than provoke her satire." 

Indeed, I must own, l liad no reason Lo regret be­
ing so accompanied; for his comersation supported 
my spirits from drooping, and made the ride seem 
so short, that we actually slopped at my father's 
door, before l knew we had proceeded ten prds. 

He handed me from the carriage, and conducted 
me to the parlour, al the door of which I was met 
lJy Mr. Macartney. " Ah, my dear brother," cried 
I, " how happy am I lo see you here!" 

He bowed, and thanked me. Lord Orville, then, 
holding out l1is hand, said, "Mr. l\lacartney, I l1ope 
we shall be better acquainted ; I promise myself' 
much pleasure from cultivating your friendship." 

" Your Lordship does me but too much honour," 
answered l\Ir. l\Iacartncy. 

" But "here," cried I, " is my sister? for so I 
must already call, and always consider he1· :-I am 
afraid she a:voids me ;-you must endearnur, my 
dear brother, to prepossess her in my fal·our, and 
reconcile her to owning me." 

" Oh, Madam," cried lie, " you are all goodness 
and benevolence ! but at present I hope you will 
excuse her, for l fear she has hardly fortitude 1mffi­
cient to see you : in a short time, perhaps-" 

" In a very short time, then," said Lord Orville, 
" I hope you will yourself introdnee her, a11d that 
we shall haYe the pleasure of wishing you both joy : 
allow me, my E,·elina, to say tee, and permit me, in 
your name, ~s well as my own, to entreat that the 
first guests we shall have the happiness of receiv­
ing may be l\fr. and l\1rs. l\lacartney." 
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• ' • A .·er\anl then came to heg I would walk up ~lair~. 

I besought Lord Orville lo accompany me; huf 
he f, ared lhe diFpleasure of 8ir John, wl10 had de­
sired to see me alo11e. He lcrl me, howernr, to lhe 
foot of the stairs, and made the kindest efforts lo 
give me courage: but indeed lie did uot succeed; 
for the interview appeared to me in all its terrors, 
nnd left me no feeling hut apprehen.sion. 

The moment I reached the landing place, the 
dtawing-roomdoor was opened: and my father, wilh 
II. voice of kindness, called out," l\Jy child, isit JOU:" 

" Yes, Sir," cried J, springing forward, and 
kneeling at his feet, " ii is your child, if you will 
own her!" 

He knelt by my side, and, folding me in his 
arms, " Own thee," repealed he, " yes, my poo~· 
girl, and Heaven knows with what bitter contri­
tion !" Then, raising uolh himself and me, he 

• brought me into the dmwiug-room, shut the door, 
and took me to the window ; where, looking at me 
with great earnestness, " Poor unhappy Caroline!" 
cried he ; and, to my inexpressible concern, lie 
burst into tears. Need I tell you, my dear Sir, 
how mine flowed at the sight? 

I would again hav@ embraced his knees ; but, 
hurrying from me, he flung himself upon a sofa, 
and, leaning his face on his arms, seemed for some 
lime absorbed in bitterness of grief. 

I ventured not Lo interrupt a sorrow I so much 
respected; but wailed in silence, and at a dislance, 
till he recovered from its Yiolence. But then it 
seemed in a moment lo gi,·e way to a kind of fran­
tic fury; for starling suddenly, with a sternnes.s 
which at ouce surpri:;e1) and frightened me, "Child," 
oricd he, "hast thou yet sufficiently humbled thy 
father ?-if thou hast, be contented with this proof 
or my weakness, and no longer forrc Lliyself into 
•1.r prcseuce !'' 
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• ·•nnrnderstruck by a command so unexpccled, I 
Mood still and speechless, and doubled whether mj 
own ears did not decciYe me. 

" Oh go, go!" ci·ied he, passionately; " in pity 
-iu co111passion,-if thou, aluest my senses, lea, e 
me,-and for ever !" 

" I" ill, I will," cried I, greatly terrified; and I 
moved hastily towards tlie door: yet stoppiug when 
I reached it, and, almost irl\ oluntarily, dropping 
on my knees, "Vouchsafe," cried I, " Oh, Sir, 
,·ouchsafe but once lo bless your danghlcr, and her 
sight shall ue\Cr more offeud you !" 

"Alas," cried he, in a sofleneJ voice, " I am not 
wor01y to bless thee !-I am not worthy to call thee 
daughter !-I am not worthy that the fair light of 
Heann should vi ·it my eyes !-Oh God! that I 
could hut call back the Lime ere thou wast born,­
or else bun· its rememhrancc in eternal oblivion!" 

" \Vould to Heaven," cried I, " that the sight of 
me were less terrible lo you! that, instead of irri­
tating, I could soothe your sorro\\s !-Oh, Sir, 
how lhan1.folly would I then prom my duty, ercn 
at the hazard of my life!" 

" Are you so kind?" cried he, gently; "come hi­
t11er, child ;-rise, Ernliua :-Alas, it is for me to 
kneel,-not yon ;-arul I would kucol,-I woultl 
crawl upon the carlh,-1 would ki~s the dusl,-coultl 
I, by such suhmission, obtain Lhe forgirnnc~s of lho 
represenlati,e of the mo::,t injured of wo111en !" 

" Oh, Sir," c,clai1ned I, " tliat yon could hul 
read my l1cart !-that JOU could but see the filial 
tenderne,;s and concern with which it overflows!­
you would not Lhen talk thus,-yon would not then 
banish me your presence, a11d exclude me from 
:your affection!" 
• " Coo,l God," cried he, " is il then pu,sihle that 
you do uot hale me ?-Can the child of the ,uongetl 
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Caroline look at,-and not execrate me? Wasttlioo 
not born to abhor, and hred to curse me? Did not 
thy mother bequeath thee her blessing on condition 
that thou should'st detest and avoid me?" 

" Oh no, uo, no !" cried I ; " think not so un­
kindly of her, nor so liardly ofmc." I then took 
from my pocket-book her last letter; and, pressing 
iL to my lips, with a trembling hand, and still upon 
my knees, I held it out to him. 

Hastily sualchi11g it from me, " Great Heaven!" 
cried he, "'tisherwriting-\Vhence comes this?­
who gave it you ?-why had I it not sooner?" 

1 made no answer; his vehemence intimidated 
me, and I ,·entured not to move from the suppliant 
posture in which I had put myself. 

He went from me to the window, where his eyes 
were for some time rivelted upon the direction of 
the letter, though J1is hand shook so violently he 
could hardly hold it. 'fhen, bringing it to me, 
" Open it,"-cried he,-" for I cuoot !" 

1 bad myself hardly strength t• obey him; but 
when I had, he took it back, and walked hastily up 
and down the room, as if dreading to Fead it. . 1 
length, turning to me, " Do you know,'' cried he, 
"its contents?" 

" !'l;o, Sir,'' answered I, " it ha~ never been un­
sealed." 

He then again went to tl1e wi■dow, and began 
reading. Having hastily run it over, he cast up hi11 
eyes with a look of desperation; the letter fell 
from his J1and, and he exclaimed, " Yes! thou art 
sainted !-thou art blessed !-and I am cursed for 
ever!" He co11tinued some time fixed in this me­
lancholy position; after which, casting himself 
with violence upon the ground, " Oh wretch," 
cried he, " unworthy life and light, in what dun­
ieon canst thon hide thy head?" 

I could res(rain myself 110 longer; 1 rose and 
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w'ent to him; I did nol dare i,peak; hut, with pitJ 

and concern unutterable, I wept and hung o,·er him. 

Soon after, starting up, ho again seized the letter, 

e: claiming, " Acknowledge thee, Caroline !-yes, 

with my heart's best blood would I acknowledge 

thee !-Oh that thou could'st witness the agony of 

my soul ! Ten thorn-and daggers could not ba-vo 

wounded me like this Jetter'." 
Then, after again reading it, " Jhelina," ho 

cried, " sl1e charges me to receive thee ;-wilt 

tl1ou, in o~edienco to her will, own for thy father 

the destroyer of thy mother?" 
,vhat a dreadful question !-I shuddered, hut 

could not speak. 
" 'I'o clear her fame, and receive ]1er child," con­

tinued he, looking stcdfru.tly al the Jetter," arc the 

conditions upon which she leaves me her forgive­

ness : her fame I have already cleared ;-and Oh, 

how willingly would I take her child to my bosom, 

fold her to my beart,-call upor. her to mitigate 

my anguish, and pour the llalm of comfort on my 

wounds, were I not conscious I de ervc not to re­

ceive it, and that all my afiliction is the result of 

my own .~uilt !'' 
It was in vain I attempted to speak; horror and 

grief took from me all power of ulleranco. 
He then read aloud from the Jetter, " Looh 11ot 

like thy unfortunate mother!" "Sweet soul, wilh what 

bitterness of spirit ha!;t thou written !-Come hithc1· 

Evelina: Graciousllea,en ! (lookingeareestlyatme) 

11e\·e1· was likene!;S more striking !-the eyos-thc 

face-the form-Oh, my child, my child !" Ima­

gine, Sir,-for I can uc,·er describe my feelings, 

"hen I saw l1im sin1- upon his knees before me! 

" Oh, dear resemblance of thy murdered mother!­

Oh, all that remains of the most injnred of women ! 

behold thv father al thy feet !-bending thus lowly 

ro implore you woultl not hale hirn.-Oh, then, 
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thou representative of my departed wife, speak la 
me iu her 11ame, and i,ay lhat the remorse which. 
lean; rny soul tortures me not in , ain !" 

" Oh, rise, rise, my heloYed father," cried I, at­
templin(i lo assist him ; " I cannot bear Lo see yo11 
thus; re,·erse not the law of nature ; rise yourself, 
and bless your kneeling daughter'" 

" i\Iay Hea,·en bless thee, my cln l !-" cried lie, 
" for J dare not.'' lie then rose ; and, emhracing 
me most affectionately, added, "I see, T ~eo lhat 
thou art all kindness, softness, and tenderness; 
I need not hare feared thee, thou art all lhc fondest 
fatlier con kl "ish, and I will try to frame my minrl 
to less painful sensations al thy sight. Perhaps the 
time nny come, when I may know the comfort of 
such a daughter ;-at preseut I am only fit lo be 
alone: dreadful as arc my reflections, Llwy ongli.t 
merely to torment rnJself.-Aclien, my child ;-be 
not augry,-1 cannot slay with thee ;-Oh, Erelina ! 
thy countenance is a dagger Lo my heart !-just so 
thy mother l•>0kc<l,-jul't so-" 

Tears and si,;hs seemed to choak him ;-and, 
waYin~ his haud, he would have left me ;-hut, 
clinging to him, " Oh, Sir," cried I, " will _you so 
soou abandon me ?-am I again an orphan !-Oli, 
my dear, my long-lost father, leave me not, I be­
seech yon! Lake pity on yonr child, and roh her 
not of the p:went she so fondly hoped woul1l cherish 
her!" 

" You know not what you ask," cried lie; " tl1e 
emotions which now rend my sonl are more than my 
reason can endure : suffer me then to learn yon ;­
impute it nol Lo unkin<lucss, hnt think of me a~ well 
as thou cansl. Lord On·ille has behaved uobly ;­
I beliere be will make thee happy.'' Then, again 
embracing me, "God bless thee, my clear child," 
crie<lhe, "Goel bless thee, mv E,·elina!-cmlea,onr 
to lovc,-al least not to hal~ 1n,e,-anrl to 111:tke mo 
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an interest in thy filial bosom, by thinking of, rnw 
as thy father." . 

I could not speak ; I kissed his hands on my 
J,necs; and then, with yet more emotion, he again 
blessed me, and hurried out of the room,-leaviug 
me almost drowued in tears. 

Oh, Sir, all 0 llluess as you are, how much will 
you feel for your Evelina, during a scene of such 
agitation! I pray Heaven to accept the tribute of 
his remorse, and 1·estore him to tranqaillity ! 

"\Vhen I was suflicienlly composed to return to 
the parlour, I found Lord Orville waiting for ma 
with the utmost anxiety :-and then a new scene of 
emotion, though of a far different nature, awaited 
me; for I learned by l\Ir. Macartney, that this no~ 
blest of men had insisted the so-long supposed Miss 
Belmont should be considered, indeed, as my sister, 
and as the co-heiress of my father ; though not in 
law, injustice, he says, she ought ever to be treated 
as the daughter of Sir John Belmont. 

Oh, Lord Onille !-il shall be the :sole study of 
my happy Jife, to express, better than lJy words, 
the sense I have of your exalted benevolence aulil 
~realness ofmiud ! 

LETI'ER XXXV. 

EVELIN A IN CONT INV ATIOX. 

[Clifton, Oct. H. 

Tnrs morning early I received the following let• 
ter from 8ir Clement Willoughby : 

To 1\Iiss Anville. 

I HAVE this moment receirnd intelligence that 
preparations arc actuaBy making for your marriag 
with Lord Orville. 



EVELINA 

Imagine not that J wriLe wiLh the imbecile i<lca 
of rendering those prepar,ilious abortive. "o, I am 
not so mad. l\Iy sole view is Lo e""<plain the motirn 
of my conduct in a parLicular insLance, and to ub­
Yiate Lhe accusation of treachery which may be laid 
to my charge. 

l\Iy unguarded heha,iour, when I last saw yon, 
has, probably, already acquainted ., 011, that the lcL­
ter l then saw you reading was writLcn l,y myself. 
For your further satisfaction, let me hare the honour 
of informing yon, that the letter JOU had designed 
for Lord Onille, had fallen into my hands. 

However I may have been urged on by a passion 
the most violent that ever warmed Lhe heart of man, 
I can by no means calmly submit to be stigrnaLised 
for an action seemingly so dishonourable; and it 
is for this reason that I trouble you wiLh tLis ju~ti­
fication. 

Lord On,ille,-the happy Oryillc, wl1om yon are 
so rer.tly to bless,-had made me beliern he lo\cd 
JOU not ;-nay, that he held JOU in contempt. 

Such were my thoughts of his sentiments of yon, 
when 1 got possession of the leller you meant to 
send him. I preLend not Lo vindicaLe either the 
means I used to ohtaio. it, or the action of hrca1.ing 
the seal; but I "as impelled, by an irnpelnous cn­
riosily, to discover Llie terms upon" hich you wrole 
to him. 

The lcLter, however, \l'aS wlwlly unintelligible 
to me, and the perusal of it only added lo my per­
plexiLy. 

A tame suspense I was not boru Lo endure, and 
I determined Lo clear my doubts al all hazards and 
eyeuls. 

I answered il, therefore, in Orville's name. 
The \icws which I am now goiug Lo acknow­

lcdg-e, must, infallibly, incur your displeasure;-
Jet J &corn all palliation, " 



EVELINA 235 
1;3riefly, then, I concealed your leller to prelcn t 

a d1sco,ery_ of your capacity; and I wrote you an 
itnswcr, wlncl1 1 hoped would 11re,enl your wishing 
for auy other. 

I am ,~ell aware of ernry thing wl,i<'h can he said 
upon llus subject. Lonl Onille will, possibly, 
think himself ill used ; hut I am e. Lre111ely indif­
ferent as to his opinion ; nor <lo I now write by 
way of offoring any apology to him, but merely to 
make known Lo )Ourself the reasons by "hich I 
ha\'e been go,erned. 

I i11Lend lo set off next week for Lhe Continent. 
Should his Lordship barn any commands for me i~ 
the mean time, I shall he glad to rcceirn them. 1 
say not this by way of defiance,-! should blush to 
be suspected of so doing through an indirect chau-
11el; but simply that, if }OU . how him this leller, 
he may know I dare defend, as well as excuse, my 
conduct. 

CLEME:ST ,VIL'LOUGIIBY. 

,vhat a strange letter ! how proud a1id J,ow 
piqued does its writer appear! To what alternate 
meanness and rash11css do the passions lead, wl1en rea­
son and self-denial do not oppose them! Sir Cle­
ment is conscious he has acted dishonourably ; 
yet the same unbridled Ychomcnce, which urged 
him to gratify a blamcaulc curiosity, will sooner 
prompt him to rbk his life, than confess his miscon­
duct. The rudcuess of his manner of writiug to 
me, springs frvm the same cause : the proof which 
lie has receiYetl of my indifference to him, has 
slung him to the soul, and he has neither the deli­
caC) nor forbearance to dirguise l1is displeasure. 

I determined not to show this letter to Lord Or­
ville, and thought it most prudent to let Sir Clement 
know I should uot. l therefore wrote the follow• 

jog note: 



236 EVELINA 

To Si1· Clement Willoughby. 
S1n, 

The letter JOU l1ave hccu pleased to address to 
me, is so little calculated to afford Lord Orville 
any satisfaction, that you may depend upon my care• 
fully keeping it from his sight. I will hear yon no 
resentment for wha.t is past; b11l I most earnestly 
intreat, nay implore, that you will not write again, 
while in your present frame of mind, by a11y chan• 
nel, direct or indirect. 

l hope you will Jiau much pleasure in your pro­
rni.ecl expedition; aud I beg lca,e to assure you of 
my goo~ wishes. 

Not knowing by what name to sign, I was obliged 
to send it without any. 

The preparations which Sir Clement mentions, go 
on just as if your consent were arrirnd: it is in nin 
that I expostulate ; Lord Orville says, should any 
objectiomf'be raised, all shall be given up; but that, 
as his hopes forliid him to expect any, he must pro• 
cecd as if already as ·ured of JOUt.concurrencc, 

"\Ve have had, this afternoon, a most interestiug 
conver ation, in which we ham traced our senti­
ments of each other from our first acquaintance. I 
Jm·rn made him confess how ill he thouiht of me 
upou my foofoh giddiness at l\lrs. Stanley's ball ; 
but he ffallcrs me with assurances, that every suc­
ceeding time he saw me, l appeared to something 
Jess and less diS1tdn11tage. 

WJ1en I expressed my amazement that he could 
honour with his choice a girl who seemed so infi­
nitely, in e-very rea;pect, beneath his alliauce, he 
frankly owned, that lie had fully intended making 
•more minute inquiries into my family and c•nnec• 
tious; and particularly concerning those people he 
1111w mo with at Marybone, before he acknowledged 
.Li1 prepos.esaion in my favour: but the sudd 
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of my intended journey, aud the unccrl: inly of see­
ing me again, put him quite off bi guard; and, 
" di\'esli11g him of prudence, 1eft ]1im noLhin,,. but 
Jo\-e." These were his "ords; and JCt, he h~s re-
11eatedly assured me, that his partiality has known 
no bounds from Lhe time of my residing at Clifton. 

~ . ~ . . . 
1\Ir . . Jacartney has ju. t hPcn wilh me, on an em­

bassy from m) father. He has sent me his kindest 
Joye and assurances of fayour ; and desired to 
know if I am happy in the prospect of changing 
my silualiou, and if there is any Lhing- I cau name 
which he can do for me. And, al the same time, 
Mr. -'la<'artney defo·erecl Lo me a draught on my 
father's banker for a tl1ousand pounds, which he in­
sisted that I should receirn entirely for my own use, 
and c pend in equipping myself properly for the 
new rauk of life Lo which I ccm destined. 

I am s11re I need not say how much I was pene­
trated by this goodness; I wrote my thanks, and 
acknowled~etl, frankly, thal if I could ·ce him re­
·torc1l to trauquillity, my heitrt would be without 
a wi~h. 

LETTER X rXVI. 

EVI::LINA IN CONTINUATION, 

[Clifton, Oct. 15. 

Tin: Lime approacl1cs now when I hope we shall 
meet ;-Jet I cannot sleep ;-gr at joy is as rest­
le s as sorrow,-and therefore l will conliuuc lllJ 

journal. 
Ai- I had ne,er haJ an opportunity of scein~ 

Bath, a party was formed last night for showing me 
tl1, t cclcbrateJ cily; and this morning, afier break­
fast, we set out in three phaetons, Lady Louisa ancl. 
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Mrs. Bcaumonl with Lord l\ferlon; l\fr. CoYerleT 
with l\Ir. LoYcl; and l\frs. Selwyn, and rnyset"r, ~ 
with Lord On·ille. 

\Ve had hardly J)rocecde<l half a mile, when a 
gentleman from a post-chaise, which came gallop­
ing after us, called out to the serrnnls, " Holla, 
my lads !-p1·:i.y, is one Miss Anville in a11y of them 
thing-em-bolis ?" 

I immediately recollected the Yoice of Captain 
Mirrnn ; and Lord 01'villc slopped the phaeton. 
He was out of the chaise, and with 11!4 in a moment. 
" So, Miss Anville," cried he, " how do _\'OU do ? 
so I hear )OU're :\liss Belmont UO\\' ;-pray, how 
does old .\ladame French do ?" 

" i\Iadame Duval," said I, " is, I belie\'C, , ·cry 
well." 

" I hope she is iu good Cf!Se,'' said he, winking 
significantly, "and won't 11inch at seeing- scrl'it.:c: 
she lms laid hy long enon;;h to refit and he mad,· 
tight. And pray how docs poor l\ItJnsecr Doleful 
do ? is he •s lank-jawed as eyer?" 

" They a1·e neither of them," said I," in Bristol.'' 
" No !" cried 1,e, with a look of disappointment; 

" but surely the old dowager iulen<ls coming· to the 
wedding t 'twill he a most excellent opport11•1ity to 
show off her best Lyons silk. Besides, I purpose ii 
to dance a new fashioned jig with her. Dou't you 
know when she'll come?" 

" 1 l1avc no reason t<> cxpoct her at all." 
" No !-'Pore George, this here's the worst r,ews 

I'd wish to hear!-why l'\'C thought of nothing all 
the wav, but what trick I should serve her." 

" Y~n have been verJ obliging!" said I, laughing. 
" 0, I promise you," cried he, " onr Moll would 

never have wheedled inc into this jaunt, if I'd 
known she was not here; for, lo let you into the 
secret, I fully intended to have treated the old buck 
with another frolic." 
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· « Did ::\Jiss l\linau, tl1en, persuade you lo this 

jotirney ?" 
" Yes, aud we've been traYelling all uiglit." 
"TVe!" cried I: "Is l\liss l\linan, then, with 

" \Vhat, :\lolly ?-Je~, sl1e's in tlial there chaise." 
" Gnod God, 1'i1·, why did you not tell me soon-

er?'' cried I; and immediately, with Lord Onille's 
assistance, I jumped out of the phaeton, and ran lo 
the dear girl. Lord Onille opened the cliaise door; 
aml I am snre I 11eed uol tell ) ou whal uufeigned 
joy accompanied our meeling. 

\\'e both brg.:\"e<l we might not be parted during 
ll1e ride; and Lord On·ille was so good as to in­
' ile Captai11 J\Jinan into his phaeton. 

I think I ,, as l1ard l} e, er more rejoiced than at 
this so ~easonahle· visit from rny dear l\Jaria; ,,ho 
!,ad no sooner he:m.l the situation of my affair~, 
than "ilh the as~islam·e of Lady IIowanl, and her 
kind mother, sl10 Lesoughl ber father with such 
earnestness lo consent to the journey, tl1al he Lad 
not been able lo "illssland their united intreatics; 
tl1ough she owned, that, had lie not expected lo 
Lare met with Madame Dun), she Lelieves lie 
would not so readily ham )ielde<l. They arrived 
al .\lrs. Beaumont's hut a few 111irn1t1•s after we 
were out of :;igl1t, and overlook us ,\ilhoul much 
diilicully. 

I say nolhinir of our co11Versation, lJecausc ) on 
may so well suppose bolh the suhjecls we chose, and 
our mrmncr of discus:;ing them. 

\Ve all stopped at a great holel, ,,liere we "ere 
obliged lo enquire for a room, as Lady Louisa,Ja­
tigued to death, de~ircd ln take something Lefore we 
liegan our rambles. 

As soon as the party was a!>sernMcd, 11,c Captain-, 
ahrnptly saluling me, said," So, 1Iiss J3elmont, I 
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wish you joy; so, I hear you've quarrelled wilh 
your new name already?" 

" Me !-no, indeed, Sir." 
" Then pleaso for to tell me the reason you're io 

such a hurry to change it ?" 
" Miss .Belmont !" cried Mr . . Lovel, looking 

around him with the utmost astonishment : " I beg 
pardon ;-but, ifit i1:1 notimpcrtinent,-1 must beg 
leave to say I always understood that Lady's name 
was Anville." 

"'Fore George," cried tl1e Captain," it runs in 
my head, I've seen you somewhere before ! and 
now I think on't, pray a'n't you the person I saw at 
the play one night, and who didn"t know, all the 

• time, whether it was a tragedy or a comedy, or a 
concert of fidlers ?" 

"I believe, Sir," said Mi-. Lovcl, stammering, 
" I bad once,-1 think-the plea1mre of seeing you 
last ~priug." 

"Aye, and ifl live an hundred springs," answered 
he, " I shall never forget it; by jingo, it has served 
me for a most excellent good joke ever sinoo. Well, 
howsomever, l'm glad to see you still in the land 
of the living," shaking him roughly by the hanJ, 
"Pray, if a body may be so bold, bow much a 
night may you give at present to keep the under­
takers aloof?" 

" l\le, Sir !" said Mr. Lovel, very mucl1 discom.• 
posed ; " I protest I never thought myHel£ in such 
imminent danger as lo-really, Sir, I don't under­
stand yon." 

" 0, yon don't ! why then I'll make free for to 
explain myself. Gent.lelll6n and Ladies, I'll teU you 
what ; do you know this here gentleman, simple as 
he sits there, pays five shillings a-night to let hill 
friends know Ilda alive !" 

" A.pd Yery obeap, too," said Mrs. Selwyn, " ii 
we coaaidor the nlue of the intelli,cnce," 
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La<lJ Louisa being now refreshed, we proceeded 

upon our expedition. 
'l'hc chariuing city of Balh answered all my c.·­

pectati011s. The Crescent, the prospecl from it, an<l 
the elegant symmetry of the Circus, delighted me. 
'l'he Parades, I own, rather disappoinlccl me; one of 
them is srarcc 1weferable lo some of the best p,n·ed 
streets in Loudon; and the other, thoug!1 il affords 
a hcautiful prospect, a charming Yicw of Prior Park 
and of the A.Yon, yet wanted something in itself of 
more slrikiu!!; elegance than a mere broad paYe­
ment, to satisfy the ideas I had formed of it. 

At the pnm-p-rnom, I was amazed at tl:e puhlic 
exl1ihilion of the ladies in the bath: it is true, their 
}icads arc coverc1l with bonnets; but the very idea 
of hcing seen, in such a situation, by whoeyer 
plenses to look, is iudelicalc. 

" 'Fore George," said the Captain, looking into 
the l,ath, " this would be a most excellent place for 
aid Iadarne French to dance a fandango in! BY 

Jingo, I wou'<ln't wish for better sport than t;, 
swing her round thi: here pond!" 

" She would be ,·cry mnch ohligcd to yon,'' said 
Lord On·ille, " for so extraordinary a mark of your 
fayour." 

" \Vhy, lo let JOU know," answered the Captain, 
" she hit Ill)' faucy mightily; I never took so much 
to an old tahhy before." 

" Heally uow,'' cried lr. Lorcl, looking also 
into the bath, " I musl confess it is, lo me, ,·cry 
inco111prdwnsiblc why the ladies cl1oose thnt fright­
ful u11lwco111i11t; dress lo bathe iu ! I h:n·c often pon­
dered ,'t•J"Y serioush upon the subjeo but could 
11m er hit ;,pun the 1~caso11." 

"\Yell, l declare," ~aiJ Lady Louisa," I !!hou]d 
like of nil thing-s to SC't something new a-going; I 
alwaJI! hated bathing, been use oue can gel no prelly 

VOL, ll. H 
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dress for it? now do, there's a good creature, try te 
help me to something." 

" Who, me !-0, dear Ma'am," said he, simper­
ing, " I can't pretend to a!>sist a person of your 
Ladyship's taste ; besides, I have not the least head 
for fashions. -I really don't think I ever invenled 
above three in my life ! but I never had the least 
turn for dress,-never any notion of fancy or ele­
gance." 

" 0 fie, Mr. Lovel ! how can you talk so?­
don't we all know that you lead the ton in the beau 
monde? I declare, I think you dress helter than any 
body." 

" 0 dear Ma'am, you confuse me to the ..\ast de­
gree! I dress well !-I protest I don't think l'm 
ever fit to be seen !-I'm often shocked to death to 
think what a figure I go. If your Ladyship will 
believe me, I was full half an hour this morning 
thinking whal I should put on!" 

" Odds my life," cried the Captain, " I wish I'd 
been near you! I warrant I'd ha,·e quickened your 
motions a liltle; Half an hour thinking what you'd 
put on; and who the deuce do you thiuk cares the 
snuff of a candle whether you've any thing on or 
not?" 

" 0 pray, Captain," cried Mrs. Selwyn, " don't 
be angry wilh the gentleman for thinki11g, whatever 
be the cause, for I assure you he makes no common 
practice of oflendiug in that way." 

"Really, Ma'am, you're prodigiouslykind,"said 
.Mr. Lm·el, angrily. 

"Pray now," said the Captain," did you ever 
get a docldag in that there place yonrself?" 

"A ducking, Sir!" repeated l\lr. Lovel: "I 
protest I think that's rather an odd term !--bnt if 
you mean a bathing, it is an honour I ha,·e had 
manv times." 

"·Aod pray, if a body may be so bold, what do 
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you do with thatfrizle-frize top of your own? \Vhy' 
I'll lay you what you will, there is fat and grease 
enough on ~ our crown to buoy you up, if you were 
to go in head downwards." 

" And I don't 1 now." cried Mrs. SehvJn, " but 
that might be the easiest way: for I'm sure it would 
be the ligl1lest." 

" For the matter of tliat there," said the Captain, 
" you must make l1im a soldier, before you can tell 
which is lightest, head or heels. Howi;omever, l'd 
lay ten po~nds to a sl1illing, l could whisk him so 
dcxtrously ornr into Llie pool, that he should light 
plump upon his forctop and turn round li1.e a te­
tolum." 

" Ooue !" cried Lord Merton ; " I take your 
odds." 

" \Vill you?" returned lie; "why, Ll1cn, 'fore 
George, I'd do it as ~oon as say Jack Robinson." 

"He, he!'' faintly laughed Mr. Lo,cl, as 110 

moved abruptly from tbe window ; " 'pon honour, 
this is pleasant euough ; but I don't see what right 
any body has to lay wagers about one without one'» 
consent." 

" 'l'here, Love], you are out," cried l\lr. Coverley, 
" any man may lay what wager about you he will ; 
your consent is uothiug lo the purpose: he may lay 
that your 1wse is a sk~-b]uc, if he pleases." 

" A:y," said Mrs. Selwyn," or that your mind is 
more adonied than your person ;-or any absur­
dity whatsoever." 

"I protest,'' said Mr. Love], "I thiuk it's a 
very disagreeable pri,•ile~e, and I must beg that 
nobody may take such a liberty with me." 

"Like enough you may," cried the Captain; 
" but what's that to the purpose? Suppose l 've a 
mind to lay that you've never a tooth in your head 
-pray, how will you hinder me?" 



" You'll allow me, at least, Sir, to take tl1e 
liberLJ of as1..ing how JOu'II prove it~" 

" How ?-why, by kuocki11g tl1em all down _your 
throat." 

" Knocking them all down my throat, Sir!" re­
peated l\lr. Love!, v,il11 a look of horror; " I pro­
lest I never heard any thing so shocking in m:y life! 
And I must beg leave to obsen c, that no ,ng·er, 
in m_y opinion, could justify such a barbarou1> ac­
tion." 

Here Lord Onille interfered, and hurried us to 
our carriages. 

,v c returned in Llic same order we came. .l'.Irs. 
Beaumont invited all the parl_v lo dinner, and has 
been so obliging as to heg I\liss .Min an may con­
tinue at her home during hc1· slay. The Captain 
will lodge at the \Velis. 

The first half-hour after our return was devoted 
to hearing l\lr. Lornl's apologies for dining in l1ii. 
1·idi11g-d ress. 

Mrs. Beaumont tl1en, addressing- herself to Mi!ilt 
}Iirrnn and me, inquired how we liked Balli? 

"I hope," said Mr. Lolcl, " the ladies do noi 
call this seeing Bath." 

" o !-wl,at should ail 'cm?" cried the Captain, 
" do you suppose they put their eyes in their 
pockets?" 

" o, Sir ; lmt I fancy you will find no person­
that is-no person of any condition-call going 
about a few places in morning seeing Bath." 

" Mayhap, then," said tl1c literal Captain, " you 
think we should see il better by going about at 
midnight?" 

" Q.Si o,'' said Mr. Lovel, with a superci• 
lions smile, " I pcrcehe you don't understand me ; 
--ue should never call it seein: Bath, wilh~\ll 
Joing at the right season.'' 
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" \Vhy, what a plague, then," demanded he, 

" can you only s0c al one season of the year?" 
l\1r. Lovel again smiled; but seemed superior to 

making any answer. 
" The Bath amusements," said Lord Orville, 

" hal·e a sameness in them, which, after a short 
time, renders them rather insipid; but the greatest 
ohjcclion that can be made to the place, is the en• 
courngement it gives to gameslers." 

" v hy, I hope, my Lord, you would uot think 
of abolishing gaming," cried Lord l\lerton, " 'Lis 
the Yery zest of life! Devil take me if I coul<l liv& 
without it." 

"I am sorry for ii," said Lord Onille, gravely, 
and looking· al Lady Louisa. 

"Your Lordship is no judge of this subject," 
continued the other; " but if once we could get 
you lo a gaming-table, you'd l.lernr be happy a"ay 
from it!" 

"l hope, my Lord," cried Lady Louisa, "that 
nobody here e, er occasions your quilling il." 

" Your Ladyship," said Lord Merlon, recollecting 
himself, " has powe1· to make me quit any thing." 

" Except hersc~N' said l\Ir. Cornrley, " Egad, 
my Lord, I think l'rn helpt you out there." 

" You men of wil, Jack." answered his Lord1,l1ip, 
" arc always ready ;-for my part, I don't prelcml 
·lo any talenls that way." 

" Really, my Lord?" askell the sarcastic Mrs. 
Selwyn; " well, that is wonderful, considerini 
success would be so much in your power." 

" Pm.), ~fa'am," said l\Ir. LoYel to Lady Louisa, 
" bas your LadJship heard tbe news?" 

"1\ewt>!-,,IJ.at news?" 
"Why, the report circulating al the '\Vells con• 

cerniug a certain person." 
" O Lord, no : pray tell me wbat it is ?" 
" O no, l\Ia'am, I beg you1· La'ship will excusa 
YOL, II, !l 2 
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me; 'tis a profound secret, and I would not l1ave 
mentioned it, if I had uot thought you knew it." 

" Lord, now, how can }OU he so monstrous? I 
declare, now, ~ou're a provoking creature! But 
come, I know you'll tell me ;-won't you, now ?" 

" Your La'sliip knows I am but loo happy to 
obey you; hut, 'pon honour, I can'L speak a wm·d, 
if you wou'l all promise me the most inviolable 
secrecy." 

" I ·wish you'd wail for that from me," said the 
Captain, " and I'll give you my word you'd he 
dumb for one while. Secrecy, quoth-a !-'Fore 
George, I wonder you an't ashamed to mention 
tmch a word, when you talk of telling it lo a 
womau. '!'hough, for the matter of that, I'd as 
Jieve blah it to the whole sex at once, as to go for 
lo tell it lo such a thin~ as you." 

" Such a thing as me, Sir!" said l\lr. Lovel, let­
ting fall his knife and fork, and looking very import­
ant; " I really have not the honour to understand 
your expression." 

" It's all one for tliat," said the Captain; "you 
may have it explained whenever you like it." 

" 'Pon honour, Sir," returned l\lr. LoYel, " I 
must take the liberty to tell you, that l should be 
extremely offended, but that I suppose it Lo he 
some sea-phrase ; and therefore 1'11 let it pass 
without further nolice." 

Lord OHille, tLen, to change tl1e discourse, 
asked ~liss ::\Iirvau if she should spend the ensuing 
winter in London?, 

" No, to be sure," said the Captain, "what should 
she for? she saw all that was to be seen before." 

" Is London. then," said Mr. Love!, smiling at 
Lady Louisa, "only to be regarded as a sight?" 

" Why, pray, l\Ir. \Viseaere, how are you pleased 
for to mgard it yourself?-Answer me to that." 

" 0 Sir, my opinion, I fancy, you would hardly 
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t'lud intelligible. I don't understand 8ea-phrase6 
enough to define it to your comprehension. Does not 
your La'ship think the task would be rather difficult?" 

"0 Lard, yes," cried Lady Louisa; "I declare 
I'd as soon teach my parrot to talk ,velsh." 

" Ha! J1a ! ha! admirable !-'Pon honour, your 
La'ship's quite in luck to-day ; but that, indeed, 
your La'ship is every day. Though, to be sure, it 
is but candid to acknowledge, that the gentlemen of 
the ocean have a set of ideas, as well as a dialect, so 
opposite lo our's, that it is by no means surprising 
thty should regard London as a mere show, that may 
be seen by being looked at. Ha ! ha ! 11a !" 

"Ha! ha!" echoed Lady Louisa: "Well, I de­
clare you are the drollest creature!" 

" He! he ! 'Pon honour, I can't help laughing 
at the couceit of seeing London in a few weeks !" 

" And what a plague should hinder you?" cried 
the Captain ; " do you want lo spend a day in 
e, ery street ?" 

• Here again Lady Louisa and Mr. Lovel inter­
changed smiles. 

" \Vhy, I warrant you, if I had the showing it, 
I'd haul you from St. James's to Wapping the very 
first morning." 

The smiles were now, witl1 added contempt, re­
peated; which the Captain observing, looked yei·y 

fiercely at Mr. Lovel, and said, " Hark'ee, my 
spark, none of your grinning !-'tis a lingo I don't 
understand; and, if you give me auy more of it, I 
shall go uear to lend you a box o' the ear." 

" I protest, Sir,'' said Mr. Love], turning extreme­
ly pale, " I think it's taking a very particular liberty 
with a person, to talk to one in such a sty]': as this !" 

"It's like you may,"returned the Captam: "but 
give a good gulp, and l'll warrant );ou'll swallow it." 
Then, callinO' for a glass of ale, with a -very provok­
ing and significant nod, he drank to his easy digestion. 
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1\lr. Lovel ma<le no answer, but looked exlremel.r 
i,;ullen; and, soon after, we left the gentlemen to 
lhemselrns. 

I lmd then two lellcrs defo·ered to me ; one from 
Lady Howard and l\Irs. l\linan, which contained 
the ·kindest congratulalions; and the other from 
1\ladame Duval ;-hut not a word from you,-to 
my no small surprise and concern. 

l\Iadame Duval seems greatly rejoiced at my late 
intelligence: a violent cold, she saJS, preYenls her 
coming to Brislol. The Braughtons, she tells me, 
are all well; l\Iiss Polly is soon lo he married to 
]\fr. Brown ; but Mr. Smith has changed his lodg­
ings, "which," she adds, " has made the house ex­
tremely dull. Howeye1·, that's not the worst news ; 
pardi, I wish it was! but I\ e been used like nobody, 
-for Monsieur Du Bois has had the baseness to go 
back to France without me." In conclusion, sho 
assures me, as Jou prognosticated she would, that I 
shall be sole heiress of all she is worth, when Lad .r 
Onille. • 

At tea-time, we were joined by all the gentlemen 
but Captain l\1inan, who went to the hotel where 
lrn was to sleep, and made his daughter accompany 
l1im, to separate her trumpery, as he called it, from 
l1is clothes. 

As soon as they were gone, Mr. Lo,·el, "110 still 
appeared extremely sulky, said, " l vrotesl, I neyer 
saw such a vulgar, abusi,e fellow in my life, as that 
Captain; 'pon honour, I believe he came here for 
no purpose in the world but to pick a quarrel; how­
liver, for my part, I YOW I wo'11't humour him." 

" I declare," cried Lady Louisa, " he put me in 
a monstrous fright ;-I never lu;ard any hotly talk 
110 shocking in 111y life !" ' 

" I think," said :Mrs. Selwyn, with great solem-
11ity, " he threatened to box your cars, l\lr. Lo,el; 
-did not he?" 
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"Really, .Ma'am," said :Ur. Love}, colouring, •• if one was to miu<l e,cr.} thing those Im, 1:iud of 11eople say, one should t1c, er he at rest for one im­perlincnce or other; so I think the best way i Lo be abo,e taking a11J notil:c of them." 
""'hat," suid )lrs. SclwJ11, with the same gra• vitv, " and so n cei, e the blow in silcucc !" 
During this discourse, I heard the Captaiu's <·haise !llop at the door, and ran <lo, ·11 stairs to meet ::\!aria . ._'he was alone, and told me that ber father, who, sl1e was sure, had some scheme in agitation against lr. Lorn!, Imel sent her 011 before him. ,ve cou­tinued in the parlour till his i:clum, and" ere joined by Lord Onille, who begged me uot to insi t on n patience so unnatural, as submitting lo l1e ex.­<1]uded our society. And let me, my dear Sir, will, a grateful l1cart let me own, I nc, c1· before passed J1alf an hour in such perfect felicity. 

I heliern we were all sorry wheu the Captain re­turned; yet Lis inward satisfaction, from l1owmcr diflere11t a caus<:, did not seem inferior to wliat om ·s liad hcen. He chucked Maria under the chin, ruhbc<l !1is hands, and was scarce able to contain tlie fulncss of hi.; glee. ,v e all allcnded him to the drawi11g room; where, h:ning composed J1i · countenanr<', , ilhoul auy pre, ious alleulion lo Mrs . .Eeaumonl, he marched up lo , fr. Lo,·el, aud ahrnplly said, "Pray, haie JOU e'er a Lrolhe1· in the e here parts?" 
" Mc, Sir ?"-no, tlia11k Hea,·en, I'm free from all encumbrances of that sorL." 
" \Veil," cried the Captain, "I met a person ju ·a. now so lil,:e .} ou, I could ha,·e sworn he ha<l been :your twiu-brolher." 
"It would barn been a most singular pleasure to ine," 1mid Mr. Lo,el, " if I also could have seen him; 

~r, really, l lune not the least notion what so1·l ofa 
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person I am, and I have a prodigious curiosity to 

know." 
Just then the Captain's servant, openin~ the 

door, said, " A little gentleman below desires to 

sec one Mr. Love\." 
"Beg him to walk up stairs," said Mrs. Beau-

mont. " But, pray what is the reason \Vi.lliam is 

out of the wav ?" 
The man sfJUt the door wilhonl any answer. 

" I can't imagine who it is," saitl .\lr. Lovel : 

" I recollect no little gentleman of my acquaint­

ance now at Bristol,-except indeed the Marquis 

of Charlton ;-but I don't much fancy it can bo 

him. Let me sec, who else is there so very lillle ?'' 

A confused noise among the servants now drew 

all eyes towards the door: the impatient Captain 

hastened to open it; and then, clapping his hands, 

called out, " 'Fore Geo.-ge, 'Lis the same person 1 

took for your relation!" 
Aud then, to the utter asloni!'hmcnt of every 

body but himself, he hauled into the room a mon• 

key, full-dressed, and extravagantly a la mode! 

'fhe dismay of the company was almost ~eneral. 

Poor Mr. LoYel seemed thunderstruck with indig• 

nation and surprise: Lady Louisa began a scream, 

which for some time was iucessant; Miss M.irvan 

and I jumped involuntarily npon the seats of our 

chairs; Mrs. Beaumont herself followed our exam­

ple ; Lord Orville placed himself before me as a 

guard ; and Mrs. Selwyn, Lord Merton, and Mr. 

Coverley, burst into a loud, immoderate, un~overn• 

able fit of laughter, in which they were joined by 

the Captain, till, uuable to support bimself, he 

rolled on the floor. tC 

The first voice which made its way through tl1is C 

general noise was that of L'.idy Louisa, which her 

fright and screaming rendered extremely shrilL Jo 
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•• Take it away !" cried she, " take the monster 
away ;-I sliall faint, J shall faint if you don't?" 

Mr. Lovel, irritated beJond endurance, angrily 
demanded of tl1e Captain what he meant? 

" Mean?" cried the Captain, as soon as he was 
able to speak; " why only to show you in your 
proper colours." Then rising, and pointing to the 
monkey," Why now, ladies and gentlemen, I'll be 
judged by you all !-Did you ever see any thing 
more like ?-Odds my life, ifit wasn't for this here 
tail, you wouldn't know one from t'other." 

" Sir," cried Mr. Love!, stamping, "I sl1all take 
a time to make you feel my wrath." 

" Come now," continued the regardless Captain, 
"just for the fun's sake, doff your coat and waist­
coat, and swop with Monsieur Grinagain here; 
and I'll warrant you'll not know yourself which is 
which." 

" Not know myself from a monkey !-I assure 
you, Sir, l'm not to be used in this mauner, and I 
won't bear it-curse me if I will !" 

" \Vhy, hey-day!" cried the Captain, "what, is 
master in a passion ?-well, don't be angry :-come, 
he shan't hurl you ;-he1·e, sl1ake a paw with him ; 
-why, l1e'll do you no harm, man !-come, kiss 
and be frientls !" 

" Who, I ?'' cried Mr. Lovel, almost mad with 
vexation ; " as I'm a li,·ing creature, 1 would not 
touch him for a thousand worlds!" 

"Send him a challenge," cried Mr. Coverley, 
" aud I'll be your second." 

" Ay, do," said the Captain; and I'll be se­
cond to my friend, :Mousieur Clapperclaw here. 
Corne, to it at once !-tooth and nail !" . 

" God forbid !" cried Mr. Lovel, retreating, " I 
would sooner trust my person with a mad bull!" 

" I don't like the looks of him myself," said 
Lord Merlon, " for he grins most honibly." 
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" Oh, I'm fri!:1,'litened out of my senses!" cried 
L:idy Louisa, " lake him away, or I shall die!" 

" Captain," said Lord Orville, " the ladies aro 
alarmed; and I must beg you would send the men• 
key away." 

" \,Vhy, wliere can be tl1e mighty liarm of oue 
monkey more than another?" answered the Captain: 
" howsomernr, if1ts agreeable to the ladies, suppose 
we turn them out together?" 

" \Yhat do you mean by that, Sir?" crie::l :.\lr. 
Lovel, lifiing up his cane. 

" \Vhal do ynn mean ?" cried Ll1e Captain, fierce• 
ly, " he so good as to down with your cane." 

Poor Mr. Lon,I, too much intimidated to stand 
ltis grnund, yet too mnch cnra~ed to submit, turned 
hastily round, an,\, forgetful of con;cqucnccs, ,cnt­
ed his passion hy g·i,·i11g a furious blow to the mon• 
key. 

The creature darting forwards, sprung instantly 
upon him ; aurl, clin~ing round his neck, fastened 
l1is teeth to one of his ears. 

I was real!.' sorr) for lhc poor lll'lll; who, though 
an c~regious fop, kid committed 110 offence that 
merited such chastisement. 

It was impossible now to distinguish whose 
screams were londest, lh11sc of '.\Ir. Lornl, or of the 
tenificd Lady Louisa, who, I belie,·<', thought l1er 
own tun1 was apprnaching: but lhc unrclenling 
Uaptain roared with ,ioy. 

-ot so Lord On ille: e,·cr hunnue, generous, and 
Lencvolent, lie quilled his c-har~e, who he saw was 
wholl,v out of danger, aml sPizin;:; the monkey by 
the collar, made him loosen lhc ca1·; a111l lhen, with 
a sud:len swing, flung him out of the room, and 
shut the <lool'. 

Poor .'\Ir. Lrncl, almost fainting with terror, 
sunk upon the floor, crying out, " Oh, I slull die, 
I shall die !-Oh, I'm bit lo death!" 
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"Captain Mirvan," said Mrs. Beaumont, witJ1 no 

little indignation, " I must own I 'don't perceive 
the wil of this action ; and I am sorry lo ham such 
cruelly practised in my house." 

" Why Lord, l\fa'am," said the Captain, wl1en his 
rapture abated sufficiently for i;peech, " how 'could 
I tell they'd fall ont so ?-By jingo, I brought him 
to l)e a rnessmale for t'oll1cr." • 

" Egad," said l\1r. Ccl'\,erley, "I would not l1avo 
been sen ed so for a thousand pomHli;." 

" \VJ1y, tl1en, there's the odds ofit," said the Cap­
tain; "for JOU see lic is ~ened w for 11othinp;. But 
come," turning to l\Ir. Lornl," be of good heart, all 
may end well Jet, and you and 1Uo11sec1· Longtail 
be as good friends as ever." 

"l'm surprised, l\Jrs. Beaumont," cried Mr. LoveJ, 
starting up, " that yon can suffer a person under 
your roof lo be treated so inhumanly." 

" \,VhaL argufies so many words?" said the 1mfcel­
ing Cap1ain ; " it is but a sli L of t]1e ea1·; it only 
looks as if you had been in the pillory." 

"Ycry true," added Mrs. Selwyn; "and wl10 
knows but it may acquire you the eredit of being 
an anti-minislcrial writer?" 

" I protest," cried Mr. Lovel, looking ruefully at 
Jiis dress, " my new ricling-imit's all over blood l" 

"Ha, ha, ha l" cried the · Captain, "see ,\hat 
comes of studying for an hour what JOU shall put 
on[" 

Mr. Lo~el then walked to the glass; and, looking 
at tl1e place, exclaimed, " Oh Heaven, wl1at a mon­
:slrous wmmd ! my ear will IJernr be fit lo be seen 
ao-ain ['' 0

" '\ hy tl1en," said tl1e Captain, " you must bido 
it ;-'Lis hut wearing a wig." 

" A wig!" repeated th~ affrighled M~. Lo,·el ; 
" I wear a wig ?-110, not 1f you would give me a 
thousand pounds an ]1our !" 

VOT., II, N 
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" I declare," said Lady Louisa, " I ncTer heartl 

such a shocking proposal in my life!" 
Lord Orville then, seeing no prospect that tho 

altercation would cease, proposed to the Captain to 
walk. He assented; and having given ~fr. Lovcl 
a nod of exultation, accompanied his Lordship down 
stairs. 

" 'Pon honour," said Mr. Love], the moment tI1a 
door was shut," that fellow is the greatest brute in 
nature ! he ought not to be admitted into a civiliz­
id society," 

"Love!," said l\Ir. Coverley, affecting to whispev, 
"you must certainly pink him: you must not put 
vp with such an affront." 

" Sir," said Mr. Love!, " with any common per­
son I should not delibcl'ate an in slant; but really 
with a fellow who has done nothing hut fight all his 
life, 'pon honour, Sir, I can't think of it!" 

" Love]," said Lord l\Icrton, in the same -roice, 
" yon must cnll him to account." 

" Every man," said he, pettisl1ly, " is the best 
judge of his own affairs; and I don·t ask the ho­
nour of any person's advice." 

" Egad, Love]," said Mr. Coverley, " you're in 
for it !-yon can't possibly be off!" 

" Sir," cried he, very impatiently, " upon any 
proper occasion, I shonl<l bi! as ready to show 
my courage as any body ;-but a1, to fighting for 
1uch a trifle as this-l protest I should l.,lu~h lo think 
of il !'' 

" ,\ lril1e !" cried ~Trs. SehvJn, " good Hea,·e11 ! 
and have you rnade this astonishing riot aboul a 
trifle?" . 

" l\fa'am, '' answcre<l the poo1· wretcb, in great 
eonfusion, " I <lid not know at first but that my 
cheek might ham been bit ;-bnt as 'tis no worse, 
·,rhy, it docs not a great deal signify. l\Irs. Beau­
-,10.u.t, I ha,e the honour to wia;h you a good even-
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i11g; I'm sure my carriage must be wailing." Aml 
U.1cn, ver3 abruptly, he lefl the room. 

\Vhal a co1111110Lio11 has this mischief-loving Cap­
tain raisc<l ! \Vere I to remain here 1011g, cycn tho 
1.ociely of my dear Maria could scarce co1111,ensale 
for the disturbances which he excites. 

\\'hen he rclurnc<l, and heard of the quiet exil of 
Mr. Lo, cl, his triumph was iulolerable. " I think, 
l thiuk," crieJ he, "I ha,·c peppered him well! I'll 
warrant he won't give an hour to-morrow mornin~ 
to settling "hat he shall put on; ,\hy, his coat," 
turning to me, " would be a most excellent match 
for old .\1adame Furbelow's Lest Lyons silk! 'Fore 
George, I'd dc5ire no beller spo1·l lhau lo have that 
there old cat here to go her snacks!" 

All the company then, Lord Orrille, Miss l\fir­
Yan, and myself excepted, played at cards; and 'U;e 

-oh, how much Leller did we pass our time! 
\\'bile we were engaged in a most delightful con­

Yersation, a sen-ant brought me a letter, wl1ich ho 
told me had by some accident been mislaid. Judge 
of my feelings when I saw, my dearest Sir, your r~­
Tercd baud-writin~ ! l\Iy emotions soon betrayed 
to Lord On ille whom the letter wrts from ; tl:e im­
portance of the coutcnls hew-ell knew; a11d, assur­
ing me I should uol be seen hy the card-player:;, 
1~ besong-bl me to op:m it ,\ilhoul delay. 

Open it, iudeed, l did-but read it I coul<l not; 
-the willing, JCt :rnful coment ~ou ]1avc granted 
-tl1e tenderness of3 ollr expres5ious-the certainly 
that no obslaclc remained to my eternal union wilh 
the Jo,·ed 0\Vner of my heart, g:.tYC me sensation!! 
too rnrious, and, tlrough joJful, too lillle placid for 
obscn alion. Fiudiug m3 ~elf unable to proceed, 
and bJinded by the tears of gratitude an<l delight, 
which started inlo my e3es, I gaie over the aUempt 
of reading Lill I retired lo lily own room; and, ha,•­
h,g no yoioo to answer the i.tt(luirios of Lord Orville, 
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I pul lhe leller into his hands, and left it to speak 
both for me and itself. 

Lord 01·ville was him:;elf affecled by your kind­
ness : lie kissed the letter as he returned it ; and, 
pressing my hand affectionately to his heart, "You 
are now," said he, in a low voice," all my own! Oh, 
my Evelina, how will my soul find I"Ooro for ill! hap­
J>iness ?--it seems already bursting!" I could make 
no reply, indeed I hardly spoke another word the 
rest of the evening: so little talkative is the fulness 
of contentment. 

0, my dearest Sir, the thankfulness of my heart I 
.must pour forth at our meetini, when, at your feet, 
my happiness receives ils confirmation from your 
blessing-; and when my noble-minded, my beloved 
Lord Onille, presents to you the highly-honoured, 
and thrice-happy E,·elina. 

A few lines I will endeavour to write on 'fhnrs­
day, which shall he ~enl off express, to giYe you, 
should nothing intcn·eue, yet more certain as­
surance of our meeting. 

Now then, therefore, for tl1e first, and probably 
the last Lime I shall ever own the name, permit me 
to sign myself, 

Most dear Sir, your gratefully affectionate, 
EVE LI::-.' A liELllIO. 'T. 

Lady Louisa, at her own particular desire, will be 
present at the ceremony, as well as .Miss Mirvanand 
Mrs. Selwyn : Mr. Macartney will, the same morn­
ing, be united to my foster-sister; and my father 
himself will give us both away. 

LE'ITER XXXVII. 
M.R, VILLARS TO EVELINA, 

EVERY wish ofmy soul is now fulfilled-for the 
felicity of my Evelina is equal to her worthiaes11 I 
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Yes, my child, thy happi11ess is engraved in golden 

cliaracters upon the tablets ofmy hcarl; and their 
impression is indelible: for, shoulcl the rude and 
deep-searching band of .Misfortune attempt lo pluck 
them from tl1eir repository, the fleeting fabric of 
life would give way; and in teari11g from my vitals 
the nourislnnent by wl1ich they arc snpported, 
she would but grasp at a ,shadow inseusible to l1er 
touch. 

Give thee my consent ?-Oh tl10u joy, comfort, 
aud pride of my life, how cold is lhat word to ex­
press the fen·cncy of my approbation ! yes, I do 
indeed girelhce my consent; and so thankfully, tl1at, 
with the humblest gratilndo to Pro,•idence, I would 
seal it with the remnant of my days. 

Hasten then, my love, to bless me with thy pre­
sence, and to recei.-c tJie blessings with which my 
fond heart o,erflows !-And oh, my Ihelina, hear 
and assist in one only lrnmble, but ardent prayer, 
which ycl animates my devotions: That the height 
of bliss to which thou art rising may n t render 
thee giddy, but that the purity of tl1y mind may 
form the brightest splendour of thy prosperity!­
and that the weak and aged frame of thy almost 
idolizing parent, nearly worn out by time, past af­
flictions, and infirmities, may yet be able to sustain 
a meeting with all its bcller part l1ol<ls dear; and 
then, that all tlie wounds which the former Se\'erity 
of fortune inflicted, may he bealetl and purified by 
the ultimate oonsolatiou of pouring forlh my dying 
words in blessings on my cl1ild !-closinglhesejoy­
strcaming eyes in her presence, and breathing my 
last faint sighs in her loved arms! 

Grieve not, oh child of my care ! grieve not at 
the ineyitable moment! but may thy own end lJC 

equally propitious! Oh, may'st thou, when full of 
days, and full of honour, sink down as gently lo 
rest !-be loved as kindly, watched as tenderly, as 
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thy happy father! And may'st thou, when ll1y p;lns1 
is run, be sweetly, but not hillerly, mournctl h_,, 
some remaining darling of thy affections-some ycl 
surriving Evcliua ! 

ARTIIL'R VILLA RS. 

LETTER xxxvm. 
EVELl~A TO THE REV. lllR. VILLAR,. 

ALL is orer, my dearest Sir; and the fate of your 
Evelina is decided ! This morning, with fearful 
joy and trembling gratitude, she united herself for 
ei·er with the object of her dearest, her eternal af­
fection. 

I have time for no more ; the chaise now wait» 
which is to couduct me to dea1· Berry-Hill, and to 
the arms of the best of men. 

EVELINA.. 

l'rin;ed by T. c. IIA'\'SARD, l'e1erho1ou~h-cuurt, Fltet·strtet. 
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