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Jovis 13 die Funii Anno Regni Caroli Secund:
Regis 13.

Rdered, That the Thanks of this Hou'e

be returned to Dr. Earl Dean of Welt-
minfter , and Mr. Greenfield Preacher to the
Society of Linconl'sInne, for the Sermons
they Preached yefterday, and that they be defired
to print their Sermons: Ard My. Smith is de-
fired to veturn the Thanks of this Houfe to M.
Dean Earl, and Mr. Pryn to My, Greenficld.

Will. Goldesbrough
Cler, Dom. Com.
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To the Honourable the Houfe of
COMMON S, Now inParliament Af-
fembled.

Gentlemen,

OO have defired me te Print my Sermon »
and 1 defire you to prafife it becaufe , "tis
never fo well printed, a5 when 'tis pradifed :
And give me leave to tell you, that if I
conld order you fo well , as you can order

we, you fhould practife it as well as I printit : Neverthe-
lefi, 1 will perform my part.

Our prefent Age has beeu an Age of. Wenders, 1 of er only
three (and thofe the greateft ofthem) to your confidera-
sion 3 We buve had the beft of Princes barbaronfly murthe -
ved 3 A banifp'd Prince miraculonfly reftored , Anda logal
Pesple ( as yet ) but badly requited.

To thefirft of thefe you owe your folemn Sorrows, for the
fecond, your conftant Thanks, and to the third your juft
Compafions.

For thefe I was willing $o obey your Commeands, for thefé
1 chofe my Text, for thefe 1 bave pleaded, and for thefe
1 have done what I never did before, I bave printed what
was pleaded for thent, thaty in cafe they mifs of any other
or better Remembrance (as they have done kitherte ) yet
they may meet with fome flendcr one at leaft upeos a paper.

Tis c'ozzfeji, you bave done * our Duty well and harc|om-
Ly to the two firft of thefe ﬂ"’onier:,bj anfwering them éﬂ;,
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ing Affe’tions 5 yow have
or the firft, andrejoiced luftily at t} he [e-
you ought to bave done ., yet wot to
ome 3 undone it is as yet, zm'l fo are the ey
be done 5 and they ean fay it fo,,/ as
profoun 1 arn Lw/r;(.’m a3 (7*1) vart of ufz///.,';d Leclef 8.
14' There is a vanity which 1s done upon the earth ,
that there ‘be juft wu , unto whom 1t hapneth accord-
ing to the work of the wicked : Again, there be wicked
men, to whom it hapneth according to the work of
tb” ri«*hrcw‘m

It is this Subject, I ant now upon, a very poor one, yet a
gox’ one, d a very good one, beca 1/e a u’;) Z{aml
n;,», and 7fl\7av€/t9 makes any l/wzﬂ acceptable ( as it
does ) then this Paper may challenge your mc‘['mmc becaufe
cats rfr ‘,L“nﬂ(f never (* as yet ) thought upon, of a
never handle d-by any, but very courfly, verywrong-

Tt 7s now in your power to do them right, that have Juf~
fered wrong, and to }e“c’ and relieve thefe hungry ones
and 1he bmmz‘r of the A umz will be this, that h,‘[,f_wz

will be fohowrr of God : For, the Lord executeth il"’ﬂ'-
ment for the opprefled, he giveth food to the hungry,
he loofcth the prifoners, and raifeth them that are bowe J.
down, Pfal. 146.7,8. Be ye therefore merciful even
as your heavenly Father 1s merciful : As he is now, /»e 75
mer (lf{’ both to z‘ﬂC] ,/», andto theunjuff ; be merciful to

oth ;01: ;;n),b 1k, to be merci
70t to t/.v:_m alfo, this iscruelty 5 if honeft men may not
bave the preference in your mercy, you cannot do lefs, than
ff.* i/';:f;f go (harers with othérs, that have far lefs (if at all)
ferv'd it

2/3” very po f‘ ble \/ and, Iﬁzv, very Fi/)[,,z;h«:) that

i 411/
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rciful to the unjult only, ff;ri



;faz'/;' - 1)) i’rr/'h"(( 2 ,{r ;4( a Ttmk\,f ;ua-i
: won of Parliament, as thisis. iz which you /r
f&*‘ 'i'.-‘f a thing as full of Haz : R
Great Elixir, which miffes a bus

once & }‘.’;"’f’)‘ Childrerto i’/.',‘,'}'
to Jec one of the days of
Jee it ¢ Th erefore, lmu(,.:‘. now
hold now is the day of f{a i
(after fo long a nn':c'\ whil’
not your hearts ; 7f you do. and
and oikers Bist Hnbmz afterwards, whe
herit the Blefling, you will
it carefully with tears.
Yoy love, and are for Loyalty, I know you are s
yon be, then cherifh what you love :. lct that 1"7 e have
wiofb, ane 'Lujt Care and Water, the ch'Z Soil a
which gives yoi the Fruit you moft love
It was a Cruelty 0 where to. be jJuml but in « Nero
Ardet Roma, dum cythara canit : dnd [ballwe (as Iirael,
Amos, 6. 4, 5, 6.) lycupon Reds of 1vory Yy 1':3. {tretch
our xd«m upon our Couches, and eat t
the Flock, and thc~ alves out of the mic
{hall we chant to the found of the Vi ;\,,
our {clves Mmm 1ts of Mufick 2. fhall we d;'nr:k Wine
our felves wit h the c'n"» f (“\'m-
&ion of fo’ﬁl [

i Bowls, and an
ments, and not be grieved for the Aftl

fo, what will follow ¢ even the judgment we mow :
ver. 7. the Banquet of them that ftretched tl.cmfii\'-yx

thall be removed.
oh bt 0 1Hha L o+ hhat [ J 1w ¥ 3 7
I(I//L apit 18 tRInR \tivak \J( 1Vl ( o I:) ’(,1) HJ\ ﬂ ()LJ
ained reft from all his Enemies roun d about, and fit-
ting quic tly in bis Houfe, ke told the Prophet, 2 Sam. 7.
3. 2. See now, I dwell z a houfe of Cedar, but the Ark
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of God dwelleth within Curtaine s and they werevery
coarfe ones too , for they weve made of Goats hair ¢ Such a
Biufh would become yon, and yon will never look fo hand-
(omly, as when this brings np the Reds imto your Cheeks, to
confider, that the Lord hath givem you reft, and hath fet you
down ppm;.-'//[-/] in your [;f}p{/{x;- 5 midjct all this ﬂ”/ﬁih’, th(rﬁ:
Men ( like the Ark ) remain clad in coarfe and torn Gar-
ments . and thowgh the Foxes have boles, and the Birds of
the Air have nefts, yet thefe men have not aplace where
to Lay down their keads.

~—— pudet hzc opprobria nobis
Et dici potuifle, & non potuifle refelli.
> F

Methinks, ‘tis enongh tomake you fhake, and fweat -
gain , to comfeder bow open you lye to the juft Complaints of
thefe poor Souls, if they fhould befpeak you in the lan-
gnage of the Apoftle (" then in a cafe wuch like theirs now )
1 Cor. 4. 8, &c. Now yeare full, now ye are rich, ye
have reigned as Kings without us, and we would to
God, ve did reign, that we alfo might reign with you :
For we think, that God hath fet forth uslaft, asit were
men appointed to death 5 for we are made a Spectacle un-
to the World, and to Angels, and to Men: we are Fools,
but ye are wile ; we are weak, but ye are {trong s ye
are” honourable, but we are defpifed : even unto this
prefent hour we both hunger, and thirft, and are naked,
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place :
And labour, working with our own hands ; being revi-
led, we blefs; being perfecuted we fuffer it ; being
defamed, we intrear ; we are. made as the Filth of the
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World, and are the Off {Couring of all things unto this
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And if this be the Cafe (as indeed it is ) then, how
Juft and ingenuons will it be for you, to confider it : And
r.eﬂ:embcr, that if it be juft and good with God, that our
light afflictions, which are but fora moment , fhould
work for us a far more exceeding, and eternal weight
of glory : then certainly be will not take it well at ;:r,r.:
bands, iftheir keavy afflifions , which have been for ma-
#y years, fhould work nothing for them, but a far more ex-
wc;f;g a;:f‘fx' i;&!&p}:arhzéfc weight of want and f,-'zz_',ﬁ 7J. '

lave forgot the Name, but I remember the Vertue of
that great Commander , who when bis Arm 1y was mnch
difireft in point of Aquation , amd & Botile of Water was
refented to himfelf by one of his Soldiers, he flung it o
the ground, and this afier it , God forbid, that I {hould
drink, when my poor Soldiers are perifhing with thirft :
And the kindnefs of Alexander ( if Curtius may le cre-
dited) was as great as himfelf, who in a cold frofty night
Jitting by a great fivein am open field, and efpying a poor
Jold icr upon an out-gard ready to drop down” dead with
the Cold, ran to him, took him wp in his Arms, brought hins
tothe Fire, fet bins in his own Chair, rubb’d and chafed bim
with his own bands, and with much ado brought him to life,
Thefe wife Men knew this to be the way, to oblige an Armey
to thewms.

I leave this with you to applyit, amd to divine what I
wean By it 5 and withal, you may do well to remesber, how
many of your own Families received both their Honours
and Eftates from the Norman Service : That juft Prince
thought it Lis duty to requite his Soldiers, and if you
wonld keow the Englith of Miles , Eques, Comes, &c.
which you now wear about your Efchutcheons they are Flow-
ers which grow up out of that Field,far unlike thefé weeds,
which now [pring from a ferwice as ingennows and jo’g;’?i_ #5
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'7‘('."5‘:"‘ that tim’]
r, Famelicus,

e a Nation ( that
C/I.wtf\"l.‘l .Argent
Mercy of our So-
Dillar, Ex0d.14 20.
= Jight to others 5 #or
25 the bu udz,,\ of the fecond
ot u’ [cern the .u,,/l of the
the weeping of the Pu)}.c,

[f?h"’”‘bt i u/ [ll/ e
)r;//ple l7tag 13
]

/
hou from the

I /5 oy V4 %
when one part (1 ove antient and righteous) may weep

it ont ufl/ﬁ the Poe

——— « Hzc ergo, — tulit alter honores,
Sic vos non vobis ———
An. 4' another ( more nevel and criminal ) [ball m;mq/

t with an’ O quam bonum jucundum, &-c. Ob bow p/_.¢-
ant and profitable & thing it is Infg/t agai /7/f our Sove-
raign ! whereas the Truth is, Fuftice can never [peak bet-
ter Senfe, than whexn it doth w/rﬂ'cl f;cﬂ denseriting Per-
Jons with that C:mn.//;z of t/w Apoftle. Rom. 6. 21, 1ir
«yrdr 2 what fruit would you frmc from thofe things
whereof you are now athamed > For the end of fuch
things is Death.

And let no man recriminate this f\ 1d: Cf fm;/, the [?za
f”"lLL?rcu‘(C‘ and De ‘Ir u(f»,j fthe I j v whom tis

lre; zember t} > and on given of old by
Irdrz/c'J to Lm//i who cenfures for eating Whh
Publicans and Sinners, 2;*’!(’1, fc had wo 1 e 0 go ¢
"Tis a very hard piece of /rm , t0 cenfure and condemn
men for eating and nrmk g it P.u.fizu{ Houfes, when they

have
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/.“a'_vc‘ no Houfes left them of their own, to eat and to
drink 1n.

If there be Oaths and Atheifim, &c. more vifible among
them, than 01_/-'3” » 1t will lye wery much at the doors ;)]’
their Oppreflors.  David bad loft almoft dll Fkis Religion
by the contemplation of the good fucce[s of evil men, Pflal.
- & Do them right, and try what f/:c)' will be 3 ﬁn‘e/j thofe
wﬂ_/z‘im(‘u 5 which have worn about them /I{L‘/'} deep In-
prelfions and Refentments of Loyalty and Honour all this
while (and that at o great a difadvantage ) muft in cha-
rity.be boped to have other good Principles of Morality al-
fo, which though perbaps they lye now in a Swound, yei
they may be awakened into Pralfice by your juft Encourage-
ments 5 and ‘tis ten to one, butyon will thereby reftore
them, not only to their Rights and Fortunes, but to their

Vits and Vertues. A breath from your lips is able to quicken
this Field of dry Bones into an Army of Vertuofo's.

[ will not preferibe to your Wifdonss what to do for thens.
nor adventure at Reafons of State,why. fomething muft be
done : There are many and great omes; but yon can give
thetn to your felves 5 they are thofe ‘of Religion, which Lof-
fer you, and if Juftice and Charity be your Duties, and the
Compals of your Atfions, then this is.

If you will do no more for them, yet remember them,give
them (at leaft,) aplace inyour Annals and Records 3 God
bas (among many othér Books ) a Book of Remembrance,
Mal. 3. 16. and in this Book be records the fufferings of
good men, Phal. 56. 8. Their tears are put up in his Bot-
te and written in his Book. .

odad it fcems by that paffage conceyning Mordecai,Heft”
6. 1,2,3. that it was the manner of the Edﬁetﬂ Princéo
to record the Services and Sufferings of good Subjeds te
pofterity, as Joon as they were dgne or fuffered : And there

wer
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were Scribes among the Jews (if my conjeture fail wot )
whofe peeuliar Office it wasto do this ; and truly the Ex-
ample of Ahafuerus there, deferves 1o be commended 1o the
praifice of Princes, ver. K. he was reading ome night in his
Book of Records, and fonnd the good fervice of Mordecai,
in difeovering a Treafon againft his Perfon.v. 2. and then
prts a Queftion (and it is Queltio Rege digna) what Ho-
nour and Dignity hath been done to Mordecai for this 2
v, 3. 'twas anfwered, there was nothing done for him.
But it was not long ere fomething was.,
Ifthefe and the following lines, may have the happinefs
20 move you to put the fame Queflion for onr Mordecai's,
What hdth been done for them ? and upon finding, that
as yet notbing is done for them, to put it further tothe Que-
ftion, What fhall be done for them ? God fhall have bis
Will, Imyend, they the comfort, and you the bonour of fo
juftand brave an Aition.

Which fhall ever be the Prayer of your

tinder e 7 moft devoted Servant in things of God
and his Righteoufaefs.

THO. GREENFEILD,




()

4 /
> & & & & *#} 4

(O3 [OK%: (0% B4 KR O (0% DX OKR CXR O3
ISAY 58. 5,6, 7

g. Isit fuchafaft that Ihavechofen? a day for a
man to affliél his foul? is it to bow down his head
as a Bull-rufb, and to [pread [ackcloth and afbes
under bim? wilt thou call this a faft, and an ac
ceptable day to the Lord 2

€. Is not this THE FAST that I have chofen ? 1o
loofe the bands of wickednels, to undothe beavy
burdens, and to let the oppreffed go free, and that
ye break every yoke 2

5. Isit not to deal thy breado the bungry, and that
thou bring the poor that are caft out to thy houfe,
when thou [eeft the naked,that thou cover him,and

+hat thow bide not 1by [elf from thine own flefb?

and important Work, and you have
{fummon’d hither a poor and weak Man
. to affift you init3 one that had more
! need to be fafted for , than able todi-
¥ re& others, one whois (as at no time

“able, fo ) at this time not willing to
drefs out the bufinefs before us with Elocution ; and the
cather, becaufe as it s the Caftom of Mourners, to dil-
B2 poile
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(2)
poile their garments of all R.obuns and other dreffes
when they Momn {o 1 think,if P lain garments be fafhi-
onable there, plan Sermon will be {eafonable here.

Thh }cm} - (here concerned in the Tcm) were a
ch addicted to outward and formal duties,
a rthers to this of Fafting 5 the fecond verfe
before Lhc 1‘ xt, willdefcribe you this 3 And how pun-
&:;n] ;mfi carunr)..ou, they were in it, the §. verfe
(which is Part of the Text) daes dccvﬂh er: It feems,
this formality ran down the whole current of that ge-

eration : for when I look almoft home to the end of it

(in the days of Chrift) I find the fame humour ftirring
amon gt the Pharifees , of whom Chrift fayes, Mat. 6.
16. that when they faftéd ,: they were oxusemris, - that is
(as one mfcrpre*s it ) they would look like Scyzhians ;
and tnq did (as 1s obferved 1n the Text bcfo:a mentio-
ned) deasifer that is they either cover’d their faces with
black- hoods. or.elfe (as.one accutely obferves it out of
Antiquity) they ufed a paint or:fucus to make them
{eem fad and mortified'; and the great errour of therh
was , to'think, that whf.n this w as done, the Faft was
over.. .

Now the bufinefs of this Text (with the cohzrents)
1s tO reprove, and with rcpmvmb to reject, this formali-
ty of hlftmg nd to commend and teach the true reality
of it.

And (indeed) thefc are the parts ofthe Text.

Firft, a formal faft reproved and rejeed, v. 5.
Secondly a real faft prefcribed and accepted; v.
And both thefe are done in the way. of expo }uiau:
on , which argues a more than ordinary vehemency
in what is {fpoken.
Firlk, An Expoftulation in the Affirmative, verf },‘
5

(=)




Is it fuch a Faft > which is an ardent Negation, fignify-
ing that by no means it is not at all fuch. a Faft.
Secondly, an Expoftulation in the Negative, v. 6, 7.
L‘ - k. / >4 e . . - . S -
Is not this the Fafi, 2vc. Intimating amoft vigorous At-
firmative : Certawmly, afluredly : this isthat Faft that I
bawve chofer.
So ‘that in thei £l , all formalities of a Falt (when

dAit \\

they goalone) are rejected ;. thefe Jewith formalities in
the Text, to affliit the foul, to bow down the lLead like a
Bull ruh, & c. And on the {ame fcore our Chriftian for-
malities of falting all the day , ‘meeting in the Houfe of
publick. Worfhip , making long Prayers,, and hearing
five or Six Sermons , ‘one on the neck of another ; thefe
(1 fay ) when they go.along, are rejefted ; and our own
obfervation can teftifie, they have been fo.

And in the Second, the real, proper,genuine Duties of
an acceptable Faft are prefcribed and direfted :and thofe
are two.

Firlt the Duty of Juftice unto men opprefied. v, 6.
Scondly, the Duty of Charity to men ejected, v. 7.
And this is the Faft which God hath chofen.

That,which(without any violence)is deduceable from
the Text., may be reduced to thefe three Particulars ,
within which I {hall confine all I have to fay.

Firft, That Fafting 1s a Daty.

Secondly, That God in fome cafes does rejelt it.
Thirdly, What maft be done to make it acceptable.
1. I begin with the firft.. That Faftingisa Duty, this
is plain in the Text ; wherethough we have. rejedFionen
modiy, yet not 7e7, . of that manner: of fafting, not of
fafting it felf,. wer. 4. We have not a peremptory,, Non
jejunabitis, but a non fic jejunabitis ; and in the §. verfe
it isonly #le jejuninm,nosaca Fafltat large,, but f‘uchia
Falt
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faft that has nothing but formalities, and mediate duties
in it vocem @~ pretereanibil, a cymbal-faft, that makes
a noife and hath no charity 5 this God rejefteth.

And the reafon is, becaufe to the moral goodnefs of
an a&ion, there is required not only the matter and
bulk of the fa&, the manufaéture and outward body of
it, but many circumftances to make it good. St. Aug.
obferves it in the point of delivering up Chrift unto
death, how muchthe end and intention in an a& does
diverfifie the a& it felf 5 Pater tradidit filinm (faith he)
Judas Dominum , Christus feipfum, oneand the fame ack
(viz.) the giving up of Chrift was mercy in God , love
in Chrift, but treafonin the Apoftate : So here, asthe
Apoftle fays of the law, 1 Tém. 1. 8. that it is good if
a man ufeit lawfully ; fo isthe duty of fafting, good or
evil, as it ftands qualified by theend and intention of the
perfons.

In the 4. verfe before the Text the faft was evil, be-
caufe the intention was fo, The faft for firife and debate,
&c. and verfe 6. and 7. of the Text, the Faft is allowed
to be good and acceptable , ifit ftand affocicated with
the duties of Juftice and Mercy.

Clear it is then, that fatting is our duty, and the more
clear, becaufe we have occafion for it.

The firlt : one is judgment impending or incumbing,
at the door, orin the houfe.Jja. 22. 12. Ifrael was in dan-
ger of an invafion , and in that day (faith the prophet)
did the lord call to weeping and monrning.

Though we read not of any Prophet, that by word
of mouth required the people toit, yet there was wox
virge, Mic. 6.9, the Rod had a tongue , there wasa
Summons in the prefent Providence , there wasa Hani-

b4l ad portas, the Perffor was at the gates. °
And
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And left the Call of Providence (hould be thought
not loud encugh, we have an exorefs fummons from the
Ward to thisduty, loe/ 2. 15,16 17.the 14 ver, gives
us the Precept , Sandfifie a Faft, &c. the 156 verfe fim-
mons the Perfons, and thofc are all concerned sthe people,
congregatiosn, young and old, &c, And tlie 17 verfe gives
us the duty, Prayer, Spare thy pegple, O Lord, &c. and
this was the praltice of Jfrael, who like a flock of {heep,
though in times of fafety and peace, they wandred -
broad fecurely in their fcveral paftures; yet when the
Dog or Woolf drew near, they ran together to this
Daty.

Secondly, Another occafion to this Duty, is fome im -
portant enterprife or undertaking, that has danger and
difficulty in it : Thus did Heffer, who going to pacific
the anger of Ahafucras towards the Jews, and to gain
his favour (a thing dangerous and difficult to be had
from {o greata Prince ) bids the people faf? for this, and
not eat wor drink three days, night or days I alfo (faid the)
and my maidens will faft li kewife, and fo willl go inunsoth e
King (though it be not according vo Law) and if I perifp, 1
perifh. And as the enterprize was great,{o the Faft made
it profperous: Thus the Apoftles, being to ordain and
fend abroad Minifters to the Gentiles ( an Affair of
greater danger and difficulty (and importance too) than
the former ) they prayed unto the Lord and fafted , and
having fo done , they laid their hands or Barnabas and .
Saul , and fent then away , AQs 13. 2, 3~ which practice
of theirs (methinks)gives no mean warrant to the obfér-
vation of our Ember Weeks, preparatory to the Laying
on of hands,

The Things muft be great and good 3 and when fo,
they mult be fafted for; no# for firife and debate , nor

to
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Lednefs, not for a profperous
that’s the an"‘?"h of the for-

mer ) {uch Fafts ; falted for,and fafted from, and
the late fignal futations given out b' Providence up-
on fer Fafts, a: uxdcn:e enough, we ought not to’
faft for {uch things. And indeed as all other fClVIC" {o
this of fafting (asthe Apoftle ftylesit) Row. 12 1.1t 15

nable ] rvice.

For firft God ex xpedts from us, a demeanour foitable
to our condition § and as he was jufily condemn’d, that
came without a Wedding Garment to the Feaft,{o may be
no lefs that wears it at a Faft.

nym t1. 10. We are required towalk after the Lord
i his ¢ xfpenﬁltlonc and when ke foall roar like a Lyon ,
then eught we (like good child lcn) fo tremble 5 Tisa
piece of moft intolerable infolence, for men tolaugh and
itm t themfelves when God frowns : this in 7frzel was {o
offenfive, that, J/a. 22.14. becaufe, when God calld
to weeping and o mourning, there was fo'zm J’N’Toﬂfﬁ
them joy and gladnefs, Hlfiﬂgﬂ fh and drinking wine, &c.
Therefore that iniguity [Lould not be purged from them
t1l] they died » It feems to be 2 moft unpardonable and
killing in1quity 5 1t adds wings to theleaden feet of ven-
geance, and fetson work her iron hands’s it makes her
come fafter, and ftrike deeper 3 it was this that brought
in the deluge upon the aneient wo ui Marth. 24 38.
becaufe they were eatine and [mr king, &c. therefore the
Flood came, and took them all away.

Secondly, A diferéet obiervarion of judgments ( éi-
ther near us or upon tts) wil! naturall ch;tcr (ucha'tem-
per of mind n"us;aswill prodtice ; For in'the
way of a natpral operation, when we arein ‘pain, 10
fear,in danger,or anterany fort of dilcontent,we weep,

we
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we.cky, We pray, we fats when he flow them (faith Da-
vid) f'{’f"?— tey fought bin.Damocles (though fet down ax
a pientiful Tablc ) yet could not eara bit, ‘becaufe of the
Sword, that {0 {ubrilly hung over him ; where ever
there is a :‘.rgi}*cc’t or fear of a jadgment, it will pro-
duce this 5 ‘tis true, if a man were a beaft ( and they are
little lefs_ that do fo ) void of fore-fight and confiderati-
on, he might be allowed tograze on though it thunders,
and like the {wine eat his meat as luftily an hour before
his throat is cut, as at any time before 3 And let not our
Hilariors take it 1ll, that Icannot range them amongit
any other fort of Caitel: For to be fenflefs and fen-
fual at the approach of judgments, is for want of judg-
ment 3 the very Heathens themfelves (when mn'this con-
dition ) were not {trangers-to.this Duty « Nizeveb fa-
{ted from the King tothe Begger; and from the Begger
to the Beaft. for the threat that Jonas gave them ; And
this alfo makes it a reafonable Service..

Thirdly, The realon of this Duty further appears, in
that the very outward att of Fafting dothqualifie and
difpofe a man unto thofe other Duties, that are more ma-
terial ; for it Prayer, Confeflion; Contrition,, are Du-
ties that do much: conduce to Deliverance and-Mercy 3
and if, it be Gods ufual method never to take s up tll
he finds us on our knees; when ate we fo fit for
thefe Duties , as when we falt 2 For the eorruptible body
(as youn haveit, Wilds 9. 18 ) prejfeth downthe fonly and
the: earthly Tabernacle weigheth down the mind that v u-

(cth upon: nany - thingse ' Now we have many things to

mufe upon in this Duty ;- and Fafting unclegs the. Soul,
and takes off that -Mire and Dirt that hangs about the
Wings of the Mind, whereby it mounts much.higher inall
Spiritual Adts; -And. thercfore the Caveat.of . Chrift is

C 2004,
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4. Take heed 1o youy felves, left at
PIE 5 be over-charged with [urfeiting, and
drunkennefs ( pagwbior the word is) ne ingravemur, lefk
your hearts bemade heavy. Inteniperance takes off the
wheels of the Soul, and makes it drive heavily.

A Duty thenitis, inthat thereare jult occafions of
ity and {trong Reafons forit :  But letit be never {o
nuch a Duty, and never o oftendone, yet in fome Ca-
es God rejets it. And this tranflates me over 1ato the
{econd particular, which s, to make inquiry into what
Cafes, and for what Caufes, God does rejett the Faftings
and Humiliation of men.

Rejected they are, it feems,fometimes: For in the ver.
before the Text ‘we fmd an exprefs prohibition. = Yo«
fhall not faft as you do this day 3 and though it may feem
ftrange to find'a Yea and a Nay in God, to command
and mnhibit the fame thing 3 to make it fometimes a
Duty, and yet charge it asa fin ; ‘there muft be {fome
Reafons for this, and it nearly ‘concerns us to inquire
what they are.

Firft,then God rejects our Faftings, when he finds
! nothing elfe but Form and cutward Solemmity in them:
‘ it isthe Saying of Chrift; Luke ¥6. rg. « That which is
bighly efleemed aztong wen, abomiination in the fight of
God.What ishighly efteemed :miong men ? youmay find
it 1 Sam. 16. 7. Man looketh on the onrward appearance,
but God doesnot, he canniot endurean out-fidewhen it
goes alone. ‘Herein the Tex: God abhors their Humili-
ation for this very Reafon, in that they madeitup with
a bundle of Ceremonies, geftures,cryings aload,torbear-
ing meat, looking fad, and wearing fack-cloth, and fo
did only Hiftriones agere perfonaie a Faft , and were 00
mote concerned in’t, than the A&ors are concernedin the
matter of the Plot. Secondly,

(&)
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Secondly, Ged rejeGeth onr humiliations ., When
they are {et on work meerly for the Removal of judg=
ments, or the attainder of. mercies; to faft meerly for
theone, as St, Fames tells us, That there 1s a Faich of
Devils, {o we may call this the Faft of Devils: that eter-
nal humiliation and contrition that is now pracisd in
Hell, and thofe Howlings, Weepings, and Gnafhings of
Teeth, that are there among the damned; are the re-
fult and effett of their never-dying torments. And to
faft meerly for the attainder of the other , is no better
than the Faft of, Dogs and Swine, -who howl and make
a noife becaule their Trough isempty ; and Ged gives it
no better name, when he tells them, Hof-7:14. Thaut
they did not cryunto bim with their heart.but howled upon
their beds and affemnbled themfelves for Corn and Wine :
1¢ istherefore the proper errand of anhumbled -people
to confefs their{in, and to beg: Pardon and Grace, and
let Providence take care for the reft ; efpecially, when it
ftandsencircled in a Promife, that -if we {eek thefe firft,
ex abundanti, all other things thall be added: to us, It
concerns us of -this Nation to confider this, -and rightly
to {tate the reafon of our humiliations : for we. bave
had Faftings for Judgments (and have on this day,) but

notone as yet for Sin. . -
Thirdly, Ti'snotevery F:\&!':Igﬂ Fpr ﬁfl, that God ac-
cepts, but in fome | cafes does. reject 1t,, though it be fo‘r
fin 5 And that is, when we humble our felves for fuch
fins, which lye inour own powes toreform and:remove:
There is the fame Non-fenfec and | Abfardity in: this
cafe, aswhen an able-lufty Fellow lies a8 L)l'{c? and
criess God help. We have.a preguantiinltance o:'(iods
rejeion of Lonr Faftings in this cafe, anthat ?f j(yi;?/t‘a’q
Fojb. 7 6. Afin was comm(t\ted by Achan and conc?i.—
> 2 d,
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ed, and the people for that fin were defeated more than
once by the men of Ars ,H””/z a publick Magiftrate
Capon this) fell to bis humiliation, rent bis cloaths, fell
to the Earth upos his face; pui duft nporn kis bead ana ]pi ay-
ed ; B But all this God rc}u‘n and in the 10. verfe gives a
fimart check unto it, - gef thee np, where /o,L Lyét thow thins
#pon thy face 2 and rthe 1 3 ver{e calls him out te pra-
&ife, Up, fanFific the people, -and made a diligent En-
quiry afrer theaccar ﬁd thmc*; God hath Qi\'cn the Ma-
giftrate a Sword, and he muft not beat’ that Sword n
vain.’ “When Sin and Prophanefs abound in' a-Nation
throtigh " the’ Magiftrates Ncglc(’c or ' Cowardice ,/“tis
niot his nor our Faﬁmg will remove it 5 “becaufe hc hath
a more éffe&ual means in his hands to de it: Andin
Gods account fuch a Faft 1s as ridiculouns, asif an Hus-
bandman coming into his Vineyard, and finding it ore-
run with Bryarsand Thorns, {hould fling afide his-Pra-
ning-Hook and fall to his Pmyers that God would weed
them out.

Fourthly, God rejetts the Faftings of men when they
except and referve the Practice of fome belo ved Bofom-
fins unto themfelvess this is noted wirh'a more than
ordinary Indignation, Fer. 7.9, 1o, 11. ‘Wil you fledl,
murtbher, ﬂdror;szfahz/tcr} and [wear fm'ﬂy, &e. and
come ey Jtand before me in this houfe which is ealled by
my name, and fay, we are delivered to do all thefe almwz-
nations 3 Fs this houfe which #s called by my name become
a den of robbers in your eyes? bebold I (even I) bave [een
it, faith the Lord. Wemay Englifh 1 tthdb will youa come
and Faft before the Lord for fear of Famine and Pefti-
lence, and put Exceptions to Rebelhon, Regicide,
Oppreffion. and the Detainder of orher mensBread ?
Is this the Faft that I have chofer 2 one fch - Dalilah is
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nough to deftroy the ftrongeflt Sarpfon.; one fuch
Ag:fzg,_ 1s {afficient toundo the talleft Saxl ; one excep-
ted Sin, will make void the beft of Fafts; and aslong
as Achan, with his Wedge and Garment lay undifce-
vered, unbrought our, let not Ifrael expett to profper ;
fuch a Day as this ought to be a Day of Slaughter, and
if God atapother time. will deal impartially with us
for our Ss, then it concerns us now to deal impartially
vith them, aad not to roul any ohe (no nottl
beloved one). as a fweet morfel under the tongue, for

fear 1t prove as the Book that was given to Saint 7oz

to cat, though fweet in the mouth, yet bitter inthe belly.

I have known the whole Work of a Chirurgion deteat-

ed, by fuch a Partiality as this, anl, becaufc he {earch-

ed not at the bottom, though he skin'd it over to the

Eye, the Wound did fefter .and fuppurate, and he was
forced to begin again.  If you will make fure Work
in your -Fafting, bring -out the bottom «of your
Sins, do not keep back apart, and this may heal the
Land.

Fifthly, The Faftings of men are rejeCted, when they
will not be convinced of fome Sins that they are {o in-
deed, asinthe Cafe of fhedding innocent Blood, when
we have fhed it, and call ic jultice ; faft while yon will
in this Perfwafion , God will not accept it 5 tis plain
enough Ifz. 1 from the 10. to the 15 ver. Inthe 10,
ver. God gives his own people very fad names, Rulers
of Sodom, and People of Gomorrha 3 and 1n the follow-
ing verfes he gives all their fervices a very fad reception :
To what purpofe is the multitude of your [acrifices unto
me 2 I delight not 8&c. Who bath required this at your bhand,
to tread mey courts € Lncenfe is an abomtination to me the new
Moons and Sabbaths, and the calling of Affembliss, I casn-

még
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7.0t away With, it is iniquity cven the [olewn meetings my

iroth thenr, theyare a trouble unto mee, 1 am weary to
bhear them 5 and when you [pread forth your hands , I will
hide mine eyes from you 5 yea when you vake many prayers,
I will not hear

A ftrange diflike ! and were there not a reafon given

for ir,never enough to be wondred at, That God fhould
abandon the very fervice that he does command, and
what’s that Reafon? Geod that does nothing without
the higheft Reafon, gives you this in the bottom of the
15. ver. (and indeed it is like fome cholerick Diftemper
in the bottom of the Stomach, which makes us vomit
up all we gat, Your hands are full ofblood : When blood
is upon a Nation unacknowledged, unrepented, it mars
all the fervices of it.

Laltly, God does rejet the Faftings of men when
they are undertaken to promote bad ends, and wicked
purpofes: {uch aFaft was thatof Jezabel, 1 Kings 21. g.
She proclaimed a Faft,that under the colour of a trefpafs
again{t that Proclamation, fhe might obtain the life and
vineyard of Naboth : And the Faftings of Ifrael are here
rejeCted inthis Chapter, becaufe they were undertaken
to promote [trife and debate, and profperoufly to fwite
with the fijt of wickednefs : And in the 3, ver. more efpe-
cially the Reafon is given, becaule iz the day of your Faft
you find pleafure, that is ( as the vulgar rendersit ) iz-
venitur volunias veftra, You bring with you your own
Wills, Defires, Defigns, and hope to carry them on by
Faltings; and, as it follows, you exac?all your labours
Omnes debitores veftros repetitis, You beg of Goda pro-
{perous vengeance upon thofe you- think have wrong'd
yous fuch low and bafe ends do no more juftifie a Faft,
than when a Robber prays for an advantageous Encoun-
ter,

g J 1
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ter, or a Pirate fora fair Wind at Sea 5 If we thas bring
1 the Tables of Money-changers into the Houfe of Gad,
and come here to truck with him, for the Grant of our
own Defires, he will overthrow thofe Tables, and
fcourge out fiich Merchants: If we Faft to fatisfie our
own Ambition, Cruelty, or Covetonfnefs, we pervert
the end of this Duty, by bringing that hither to be che-
rithed, which fhou!d be brought hither to be {lain 5 and
truly ( if I might have leave to give my judgment ) I
cannot underftand why {0 greata Defeat has been given
out from God, upon thofe many Humiljations ( {cem-
ingly to me very folemn and ferious ) which were acted
by this Nation, and efpecially in this place, for thefe
laft 20 years, infomuch as we might expoftulate as this
People did in the 3. ver. Wherefore have we fafted, and
thou [eeft not; wherefore bave we afflitted our Souls and
thoi takeft no knowledge 2 11{ay,1 can give no Reafon for
fuch Difappointment, but this, we propofed bafe and
degenerate ends in our Faftings, we fafted to devour the
Comforts ofother men with a better Stomach, and to
make our felves Rich by their Rutne.

You fee then that the Faftings of men may be rejett-
ed, and you have feen in what Cafes, ‘twill now be fea-
fonable to put (uch a Queftion, as he did in the Gofpel,
Good Mufter, what good thing muft Ido that I may obtain
eternal life 2 o here, what good thing muft we do, to
make our fafting acceptable unto God ? the Anfw<;r to
this, you will have in the third particalar, upon w Lich I
am now entring.

The proper Ingredients therefore of a Faft, to make it
acceptable, are not for to feck 3 for youmay quickly find
them inthe 16. and 17. ver. of Ifa. 1. Ceafe fo do evil,
learn to do well,

Firft,
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Ficlt, Ceafe todo evil, then do we faft indeed; when we
from Hr; tis not our with-holding meat from the bo-
Wi hdra\vmg all {orts .of fupplements from
makes a Faft : The. lufts of our hearts
mouths and craving {tomachs 3 Ambition,
d never ceafe afpiring, till it perch on the Circle of
the World ; Covetoufnefs would ingrofs all the Riches
‘the Indies 5 Revenge would glut it felf with the Blood
of others; and it is the work of thofe rhat Faft, to tye
up thefe, and keep them fhort, to lay Siege to them ,
and intercept their Provifions; the beft way to kill them,
15 to ftarve them out ; That expreffion of .the - Apo-
{tle is very apt 5 Gal. §- 84. They that are Chy ifts bave
crucified tie flefh : now, Crucifixion is to falten and bind
down a living Creature to that which is crofs and con-
trary to it. Oar Lufts are thofe living Creatures, and to
crucifie them is to feed them with Contraries 3 DI
wouid havea Crown of Gold, give it a Crown of thorns;
Luxury, would have the generous Wine, give it Vine-
gar mingled with Gall : ’tis no Fafting except this be
done, and therefore Saint Bernard, doth elegantly up-
braid a Faft that iskept without this, Carwen non co-
medss, [ed comedis , fratrem a vino abftines, fed ab in-
Jjuri#s tibi nom temperas 5 ‘tis a fad Faft to forbear Bread
and Meat, and the while to devour the Flefh and Blood
of thy Brother.

Sccondly, Learn to do well, this indeed isthe very
Glory and Accomplifhment of a Faft. But what that do-
ing wellis, that’sthe Queftion: To worfhip God s to
do well, to hear, to pray, is to do well , but yet this 1s
1ot the deoing well here required ; yea, this doing well
is rejected and fpurned at by God, if there be no other
forts of well-doing going with it ; - and ‘what that

15




s you have in the 17. ver. of Ifai. 1, Relicve (or righten)
the oppreffed , judge the futherlefs, plead for the Wid-
or.

"Tis clear then, That the Duties of Juftice and Mercy
are not only the Ornaments, but the Effentials of a
Faft; they are made {0 1in the Text, where there are any
bands of wickednefs they nuft be loofed, any beavy bur-
dens they muft be undone, any oppreffed omes- they muft
go free s any yoke it muft be broken , any that are bungry
thy bread muft be dealt unto them, anythat are poor and
caft out they winft be brought to thy houfe ; amy naked thou
muft cover kim 5 and good reafon, for in the bottom of
the Verfe , feis thive own flefh, at what widenefs foever
we are differenced by other things in the World, yet the
pooreft Man alive s #hy own flefp, and in all thy A&s of
mercy to him , thou art merciful toa part of thy felf;
This 1s tke Faft, and how importunately the Spirit of
God harps upon this String , and points (us as it were
with the Finger ) to this, even to this fort of Duty, you
may further fee in Zach., 7.9, 10. where, after a Reproof
given to their formal Faftings, verfe 5. A Raule is fub-
joyned for them what to do: Execute true Fudgement
and fhew Mercy and Compalfion every man to his Brother,
and opprefs not the Widdow, nor the Fatherlefs , the Stran-
ger nor the poor , and let none of you imagine evil againft
his Brother in your beart. Tt is a {trange preference, and
much to be wondred at, which God gives to the Du-
ties we owe to Man, before thofe we owe to himfelf 2
methinks it were enough to fay, that the fecond Com-
mandement is like unto the firft, Matth. 22. 39. Butto
fay, firft go and be veconciled to th Brotber, and then come
and offer thy gift5 to fay, I will haveMercy rather
than Sacrifice,asGods goodnelfs in this isto be wondred a{t,
0
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fo Mans Duty from this 15 to be concluded on, that our
worl " Mercy, Tuftice, Charity, muft be do I
with asgreat a 7631, and with a greater (m',"e;;j-.f,ir;», th
thofe very Services which we do to Ged.
There is now left nought remainng to trou
i‘? ice with, but my Apo]ic ation and your
e here met in the Houfe of C()rl

™t

L

to i’af‘f ; and for what ¢ the fufpicions and fears of a

ine like to come upon us, from our late abundance
Ui’ Rain, threatning to fpoil the Fruits of the Earth.
I'is very well, that any thing will drive home rto
God ; but yetit is obfervable how early we arein this
Duty ; we faft fora Judgement that is not yet upon

us, further thanthe fearand {ufpicion of it : It would be
much more mgenuous to be early and qm ck m Fafting
for the Sins of the Nation, aswe are for the dangers of

Thofe (Lam {ure) areripe enough and re ady forthe
\)ld.xl(_ ;5 we are much beyond the Sulpnuu s of Sin, we
are under the Commiffions of it ; and yet, as yet, we
have had no Faft for thefe. It would very much beautifie
the begmnings of this bleffed Revolution, and fortunate
Chargc of things. we live under, to begin with fuch a
Faft as this : But, it (ecrm, we ch our Bellies very \xcﬂ,
and,.as fome followed Chrift fortheloaves, {fo we faft
for fear we fhall want the loaves 5 we faft for fear that
we fhall faft.

But- - fince it s {o, TmL the work of this day f{tands
{tated tomy ha nds, upon this bottom, it will be con-
venient -before I'can dired ]ou how to be rid of this
Judgement., to give you my Judgement whence it
comes : -Foraflutedly ‘tis no brutum fulmen, no Arrow
thot at rovers, ‘no-Accident {lippd out of the Womb of

Chance without any fignification in'it : no, no; as God
‘F
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is the higheft Reafon, fo all that he does comes from it
and is guided by it 5 his very Judgements themfelves
are realonable Judgements : And therefore though ma-
ny things come forth from God,the Caufesof which fhall
not be known until the day of the revelation of bis righ=
tecufnefs 5 yet in the general he bids us believe , and
would have usknow, that be hath not dowe without caife
all thathe bath done, Ezek. 14. 23.

Well then, a Reafon for this Judgement there is, and
whatisit? to tell you thatitis Wickednefs in the ge-
neral, is to. flingan whole loaf at your head, and net
to cut it for you ; but yet the Plalmift tells us {o, Pfal.
107. 34. He turneth a faithful land into barrennefs for
the wickednefs of thevs that dwell therein s and as God
told Adaw, Gen, 3. 19. that the Ground was curfed for
hisfake (that is, for his fin) foif our Ground now be
like to undergo a Curfe, it is for our Sins: And for
what fins? Certainly, for fome fins above others ;
for, as the Clouds fend down no other waters than what
the Earth {ends up; fo there is fomething come up from
us before God, that has drawn down our prefent Judge-
ments on us. :

There bave been divers Interpretations paft on this
late abundance of Rain; The Star-gazer chargesit up-
on fome notable Configuration in the Heavens, but yet
(as our late Aftrologers confefled ‘they could not read
our late Revolution, and bleffed Return of the Kingin
any Conjunction of the Planets, bug gaveitclearly upto
be a Miracle ) {o if you now examine their Almanacks,
you fhall not find a word of fore-telling all this foul
Weather 5 which: makes me think, it ismore than a na-
tural, 1tisa judicial Effeét.

And therefore others (that are no good friends to our
D2 prefent
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Prefent welfare ) will adventure to make a malicious
Glofs uponthe prefent Judgement, and whifper. i, at
leaft in Corners, thac it is for the King’s coming in, for
our importunate defires of his Return, and for our great
Rejoycings athis Prefeace : And they obferve (with
fome pleafure to themfelves ) the great Rain that fell
at the firft Treatment of His Majefty in the City , the
great Rain and Thuander upon theday of his Corona-
tion, and the great Rains that have continued ever fince,
and they make bold with Scripture to prove this to be
the Caufe of the Judgement, from 1'Sam. 12. 17. where
Samuel tells the People thus : I will call unte the Lord,
and he fball fend thunder andrain - that ye niay perceive and
Jee that your wickednefs is great, which ye have done in the
Jight of the Lord, in asking you a King. But I queftion
not, but this Interpretation is too private and wide
enough - Therefore to come nearer home, What may
the finsbe ? Truly the Nation ftands now guilty of
fuch fins, thatT could find inmy heart rather to pray
for a Famine than to pray againft it 5 for as Fafting in the
way of a Phyfical Operation is good to cure many Dif:
eafes, {o there be many fins (efpecially thofe of Pride
and Luxury) which Famine would be an excellent means
to remove, by removing the Food and Fomentations of
them.

What our fins are, may be read in the very Face of
the Judgement 5 that as the Hetrurians of old ereted a
Colledge of wife Men'to be their fulminum interpretes ,
their Expofitors of Thunder-bolts 5 and as Phyficians
now by the Signature they obferve in a Plant will guefs
fhrewdly, whatit is wholfome for, and hurtful to: So
thereis a Signature in the prefent Judgement, and by
the Features and Complexion that is in it we may

Calcu-
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Calculate its Nativity, and judge whence it comes

Firft , then, What think you of the fin of Sabbath-
breaking ? a fin now more frcquent, impudent, and un-
punifbed, than in thofe black days, in which greater
fins were counted none at all ; 'This blefled day is now
as much mangled and broken , as once the Lord and
Mafter of 1t was 3 and as the Poet deriding the immo-
derate Drefles of a Girl, told her that the was »inima
pars fui, {0 1s this day fo divided, and loaden with affairs
and f{ins, thatitis now become the leaft part of it {zif,
and you may feek fora Sabbath, ina Sabbath, and
yetnot findit. And whereas itis an holy day, now other
days are innocent to this, thofe we {pend upon our Cal-
lings, this upon our Sins, and now do but fee how
this Judgement is fitted to this Sin, Lev. 26. 34. where
Mafes tells the peoplethat the land fhould enjoy her Sabbath,
and lie defolate: becaufe the men of the land will not
keep their Sabbaths, therefore the land it felf fhall
keep hers; and f{uch a Sabbath is now like to be kept
for this year by a great part of our land.

Secondly, Next what think you of the Sin of Swear-
ing ? a Sin whereby the Devil cheatsa Man more than by
any, by being damned for it,and getting nothing by it :
never did Bullets fly thicker in the hotteft Battel, than
Oaths now in this wicked City 5 you cannot pafs the
Streets but your Ears will be box'd by an Oath at every
ftep, and ’tis a wonder to me, if thefe Arrows which are
fhot bolt-up-right and levell'd point-blank at God, do
not recoyl upon the Heads of thofe that fhot them ;
but how this Sin does more particularly contribute to the
Judgement we now fear, you may fee, Jer. 23. 10
where we are told that becaufe of Oaths ( Curfes ) #he
land mourmeth, There is a fort of Ground which Husband-
men
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men do call Weeping Ground, and ’tis barren and good
for little ; we have fuch now, whole Counties lie ba-
thed in the Tears of Heaven, and that becaufe of Oaths;
for if by them we pull God out of Heaven, and tear
himin pieces between our Teeth, if we ufe his Name fo
vainly as 1f there were no fuch Being , ‘tisno marvel if
the Clouds tumble down upon us, when we leave none
in Heaven to govern and hold them up : He that thinks
or lives asif there were no God, fhall be cared for here,
as if there were none.

Thirdly, What think you of the Sin of Adultery 2
whether this may notbeget a Famine, Fer. §.7,8. When
I fed them 1o the full, they then committed Adultery, and
affewsbled themfelves by Troops in the Harlots houfes, they
were as fed borfes in the morning, every one weighed af-
ter bis neighbours wife, fthall I not vifit for thele things
faith the Lord > And whatis the Vifitation for thefc
things ? you fhall find it verfe 17.4 Fasize, this is that
we fear, though coming another way, yet from the fame
Sin; They fhall cat of thine barveft, and thy bread which
thy Sons and Daughters [bould cat.they foall eat of thy flocks
and thyberds, they fball cat of thy Vines and thy Fig-trees 5
&c. And it 1s a punithment both juft and proper, ifthou
borrow ftrength from the Creature to {quander it.away
upon unlawful Beds, ’tis fit that'God fhould take the
Creature from thee : If a Stallion growunraly, tye him
up to an empty Rack.

Fourthly, What think you of Iutenzperance ¢ a Sin that
brings forth this fufpedted Judgement, both Phyfically
and Judicially too. Phyfically 'tis no marvel if there be a
Scarcity when we fill our. Tables tofucha height to
feed a few, as will fuffice for many; committing a
Miracle contrary to that of Chrifts, who fed §o000, v;’iit'n
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&':'elom'cs, and we feed but five ‘with fome fores or
Difhes.

And TJudicially this Jud ‘gemert Jies much at the door
of this Sin, to w :r the L rxeury of man, for if you mark it
this Plague of Rain hurts not the Grafs fo much as the
Grain, the %};-\vri?, and Oxe are provided for well anouz:l;.}
nay the Countrey man tells me that Cattel are like to be
gainers by it, ir is becaufe they are te "}‘(?"‘_t 5 but ‘tis
the Luxurious and Debauched part of Mankind that are
like tobe the lofers, inthat Wheat and |
f*xc\tcft (\U; rers n this Deluge :

= that tolc
that the Barrels of Beer and the Buts of Wine were

ieen to {wim . f ut the Cellars here in Town, made e
prefently think, it was to punith our Drunkennef
as a Father {pils the Wine and breaks the Cur
he fees the Child but in danger to bc mi er’d 5 {o God
does language 1t in this }x,ugcm nt , that 1t was our
Luxury that brought it, by deftroying the Toolsand
Utenfils of that !

Fifthiy and | , I will mention one Sin more which
(I fear) hath contributed fomewhat more than the reft
to this Judgement , and that is our publick Defayler in
the Dutiesmentioned in the Text, The want of .f;/ﬂz.re
and Charity ; and indeed ( to tell you the truth ) I chofe
this Text, and have fpul\cn all this'while uponx only
to mtroduce wl tollows ; and give me leave to be
very plain and home with you,

There is aPaity yetalive in England (iFthey be alive
and indeed ‘tis as much : 15 they ‘m) that have been, and
do fill'own the Niome of, irwe Exglifh-men ( for the
reft live oily by Amnef fy,and are B a;/z’/f wen but of

e year old) but thefe ] am l}f king for are fruc old
Eunglifh-men, and gredt Sullerers for being fo : In that,
S ¢ :

s
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they live and are let pafs, not only without Reward, but
Reftitution ; not only without Refped of others, but the
Recovery of their own. Aftrologers have amufed the
World of late with Reports of ftrange and wonderful
Conjunitions 5 never were there fuch ftrange and mon-
ftrous Couples as are now feen marching together in
England, Loyalty and Rags, Loyalty and Lice, Loyalty and
Hunger, Loyalty and a Prifon : Poor Loyalty! the Flower
and Credit of every good Chriftian, how hardly art thou
ufed, to be unequally yoked with fuch as thefc! His
Complaint in the Gofpel about Wages wasnothing, in
compari{on to that which thefe can make, Matth. 20. 12.
Thefe laft have wrought but one hour, and thon haft made
thew equal unto us, which bave born the burden and heat
of the day: But thefe men can fay, We have born the
Burden and Heat of the day, and have not reccived a
Penny for it; but they received it who did nothing, if
not worfe than nothing,
"Tisa fmart and a true one of him that faid, Tt feerms
a hard picce of Fuftice, that the price of publick Freedom
(when reflored ) [hould be the Ruin only of fuch as did
4fert it. "Tis the fafhion of this Town to give you once
a Week the Bil/ of Mortality, and toinftance the feveral
D fesfes by which they dyed : but I find not this Difeafe
mentioned, So many dyed with the Senfe of a dif-regarded
Loyalty. With alittle pains T could prefent you with
a black Bill of at leaft a hundred Gentlemen that dyed
inand about this Town by no other Difeafe but this,
and Want ; and yet (as Job) though they faw no Delive-
rance, they fiill held faft their Integrityand carried it with
them to be regarded and rewarded in another World : I
could fhew you whole Cart lowds of old Shoes and
mouldy Bread, all the Honfhold-{tuff that is left to thefe
poor

(&)
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poor Gibeonites 31'conild tell you (from avery goedhand’
ofa ftout Royaliff, that (like Lazarus) cdme intoont
Hall and carefully gather'd up the parings of Breadswhich
not only the Men, but the Mice and Dogs had left 5 (for
our City Dogs are fo finely fed , that ‘they fcorn to eat
that, whichhe wasglad to find.)

And ’tis this-endangers a Famine , and provokes it 5
there is a Sigrature in the very Judgement, like Adonibe-
zeck , Judges 1.9. As Ihave dope, Jo God kath requi-
ted me 5 {o God goes about this way to make you and
them all of a picce, by taflting the fame Sance with them,
and.by letting you to feel what 'tis to 'be in want 3 ‘me-
thinks, 'tis the very language of Heaven, If you will net
kbelp them, the Earth [ball not help you : God will reduce
your fair Fields and fatnied Selves to the fame ‘léannefs
with them , and then’twill be in fafhion to ‘want when
great Men wear it.

Let megive you my juft fear, that as the prefent wn,
kindnes ( 1f not injuftice ) to this fort of Men ‘is very
great, o I do believe you will never thrive, ‘neither/in
Creatures nor in Councils, nor inany Undertakings ,
till this be mended : For'tisa crying Sin, if St. James
be to be believed, who tells us, Fames §. 4. That the bite
of the labourers, which is kept back by frand, eryeth, and
with that loudnefs, that it enters into ‘the ears of the
Lordof Sabbath ; and what does this Cry obtain 2 Mife-
ries, verfe 1. and what Miferies? "Your Riches are cor-
rupted, and your Garments moth-caten, your Gold and Sil-
wer is canker'dy and the ruft of them fhall be as a witwefs
againft you, and [hall eat your flefb as it were fire. ‘And
as nothing thrived in Iffael aslong as Achan fate abrood
on his ftollen Wedge and Garment, fo though we gild

over our Plunders and Sequeftrations with the fpeci-
ous
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ous Title of .the jalt Acquifts of War, yet let not Eng-
lend hope to profper till there be $mieférari w2lar, A&s
3. 21. areftitution of all things .

It is this jult and moft adyvantagious Work which I
commmend with thegreateft feriou(nels to your Care and
Council ; that as you haye bzen indiffzrently {evere
in the windiftive pyrt of Jultice, foyou would (hew
vour felves Men in the refferative part of it , and fill up
your Offce in both parts of 1t by punihm:nt of evil do-
ers, and the praife of them thut have done wel, 1 Pet.
3. .14
If4you would ftand free from the Judgement you fear,
do this and it will prove an Antidote : Tle commend to
you but this ope Inftance for your Warrant and ‘Encou-
ragement, 2 Sem. 21. Inthe 1. verle we read, ofa Fa-
mine thatwas. iz, the days of David, and Divid inquired
of the Lord, and his Anfwer wais, It s for Sanl and
for bis,bloody houfe , becanfe he flew the Gibeonites » No
part of the Hiltory. tells me thathe {lew them. , which
inakes me think he only. ufed them hardly encreas‘d
their Serwitude, and made their lives.a burthen'to thent ;
and, indeed. this is a piece of Murder; and for this there
was,a &l aneine,

Hayve.we no fuch Gibeonites among us? that are as yet
thought good for nothing elfe, but to cleave Wood'and
carry Water, todothe Deudgery,and mean Offices of
the Nation? We have, what need we beat the coft'to
Trade fo farasthe Izdies for, Blacks.and ‘Staves when
we have enough ar home?. Ngither, ler us any more ap-
braid, the Maborectan Cruglty for making - Vaifals”of
Strangers, and binding fuch.only tothe Oar whom they
fnew not under any. other Notion, than of 1 'ju(
Piize of War 5. we make Slaves among our felves, and

“that
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that of .thofe who have been at the greate(t Charge for
our Liberty. Have we ot a People etideavoured to' Be
fupprefled and deftroyed by our laré Saul 2°Did aniy thiflg
but Bonds, ahd Chaifis, and Blocks, atid Halters'; i
bide them hereat home? and Was any place bur 2+ Fe-
maica , a Poneropolis provided for them 2Bf6ad > ' Aad
as yet, thefe ( the juft Heirs and Owiiers of Rielief') “gre
not relicved : “T1s not a further Vengeance on their Ene-
mies that they defive, n0r the Ratfging ap of #he'Sohs of
Sant 5 what will the Blood 6t othets" do'them ‘good 2 11f
they loved that, they would never have ben” o prodigal
of their own § whit then? let'our Divid fend for dieh as
D.vid did for thele, and debate the matter with them .
as hedid, verle 3. What fhall Ldo for you, and wherewith

fball I nzake the attonement, that you myy blefs the inbe-
ritance of the Lord s

This Inheritance of the Lord (‘the Land of our Nati-
vity) islike (it feems for this year at lealt ) to go with-
eut-a-Bieclfing 5 let- the (ame-words-be-heard-from+the
lips of our Dwid, and let the fame queftion be put in
your Councils, what fhall we do for yon2 'Tis quickly
anfwer'd inthe Text, which fets me down where I firlt
et up: Loofe the bapds_of wickednefs, undo the heavy
burdens, let the op "'[/é{go‘fl:ﬁe,%bre% every yoak, deal your

bread tothe hungry, bring the poor that are caft out to you r-
houfes . cover the naked, and bide not your filves from

your own flefb ; and though 1t may feem a Work of Colft,
seis-noe-withauc Reward 5. veres 8.8c. . Thex. fhall. your
light breat forth as the morning and your bealth fball [pring

forth [peedily, and your righteonfnefs (hall go before you, and
she glory of the Lord (ball gasher you up :Then [ball you call,
and the lord bl anfwer, you (hall cry, and be (hall fay, kere

1 am: Then fball the Lord guide you continually, and fatisfie

]0”?‘
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Jour Joul in drought, and make fat your bones, and you fhall
be like a watered garden, and like a fpring of water , whafe
paters fail wot. And you all build the old wafte places,
you fhall raife foundations for many generations , . and you
[ball be callol the repairers of the breach, and. the reflorers
of paths to dwell in,

Which Duties that ye may do, and which Mercies
that you may obtain,the Father of Mercies grant through
the Mercies and Mediation of our Lord Jefus Chrift, to
whom be Glory for-ever and ever. Amer.
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