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To the Right: Wodl1ipfull 
SrR ,JCHARD PIGOT 

0 F 

· !Jotherjball Knight, 
His honouted Patron, Grace, Mercy, and Peace. 

R-iJht Wor'Jbipfull, 
~"~,.,~~'t"',.~:-: T was one of the ftatttte·Lttwes 

of the :J,ewiP, Theocracy, that, . 
~,,_,,_,,, If It Majler gave hu Jervant It Exod 2 

, wife, and foe dirl bear him ]Ons • • 
1

• • 

~ or daughters, the wife and her ! 

\ , _ ~- ,hiidrm fbould be her Majlers. 
~ ~ ~ :An Ecclefiailicall Benefice, is by 

fome Authors called a wife: foch a wife, endowed 
with a competent Portion, you were pleafed freely 
and undefervedly to befiow upon roe : and be­
tween us this tender I rJfJnt ( this weak Tract. te ) 
is broNght forth, which by the tenor and obligation · 
of the former Law, belongs to you. • W 111 you 
now be pleafe! to own. it upon this confideration, 
and look upon it for its relative, though not for any 
retdl inherent . worth ; and to let fome drops of 
that love and kindnefs, which you h3ve done, and 
do continually· pour upon the head of its unworthy 
Author, fall down upon it. Let that pity, chari- • 
ty

1 
.and hofpitality, which all forts do fo treq~cntly 

expenmeni 



·. "I he Epijlle 'Dedicatory. 

experiment, be extended to this pqor expofed birth. 
Betides, as you are Lord of the MannMr in which 
it was firfl: conceived an~ born, fo it owes ho­
"?'~ge to you,. and I am confi~enc is . ready to pay 
f utt and Jer'f.nce to you, accordmg to tts utmoft ca­
pacity and poffibility. Wlll you be pleafed but 
to make triall of its fervice, and fee . wha .. tt··jr can do 
for you, and hearken to its voice, as Na,11111tn to 

the little maides, 2, Kings 5, z, 4, 5. Aqd though 
'cis true, you ftand not in need of fuch a fervant, 
yet it may ftand in need of fuch· a ?\1afier ~ and 
therefore it b~gs the favour of one of your retain­
ers, which I likewife crave in its behalf, that it may 
ferve as a publike monument of my gratitude, and 
teilifie to all that I am 

Sir, 

Your moft obliged 

and devated Servant, 

amttel Clarke. 
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TO THE 

R E A D E R. 
Readers; 

··~0;-~;~ S it hath long hem the kappinef of thu 
~ ~~ 0 J unworthy Land, t8 hav-e hail great Jlore 
r,iu1.~ • off aithftt!l P4lors ( and long ma1 it 
~ Jo continue.) Jo i; it the aggravated 

- ~ unhippine{s of too m,my, that they know 
not the worth And ufe of thu mercy ; but lofe it, and 
t11rn it to the incr.eafe .of their fin and mtfery, hy 
co;,tempttt01M difejltem, ·fupine neglecf, or. obJ!inate 
difobedience: Some uje the name and fhttdd()w of the 
Miniflry to quiet their con fciences, while they ltve a 
worldly fiejhty life, and are .ftrangers to the spirit 
And power of the GoJPel, and perh,ips abhorre, er at 
ieaft refufe, to live by faith, a holy and heavenly 
converf11tion : a1 if the Minijhy ,vere appointed by 
certain fornMlities to ble{s the ungodly and th~ Hy-­
pocrites, whom God condemneth; and to charm thofc 
into Heaven, that God hdth faid {hall not come there. 
Otbers do honour them, while they hrunour them in 
their opinions, or crofs them not in !the way of their 
fenfiJttlity, ambition, covetou(nejs, or ~o,,tjide hy pocri­
tJ&a/l [~If.deceiving Religion. Brit if P,tjlors will be 

Pafiors, 



To the Reader~ 
• ---~----- >· - · ----·~---------

Pallors, . gNiJing~ ttnd not /o_flowing_. the hum,~,rJ ~f 
the people , a»d •if tli,y . wt!l be fa1thfu\_l, ref olving, 
r.i!her ·,o. profit, th~n by . flatte~y. or flnfull. filence 
#m~'1 omiffions· tt r.d-.' complyances to pleafe, , tiny fh.t!t 
then he the objefi of the 11,nger 1of {ome, the cmfures of 
others, the }corns of too vumy, ,md it 'J w II ~f nfit re­
'Venge And perferntion. Were Lawyers tu: dej}itif'uViJ, ., 
contemptu&r~/ly, and unworthily ttfed by their clients, 
1111d Phyjicians hy their P1ttients, and the Tettchers of 
11ny Lang,1t1J,et, Arts, or Sciences, hy thtir Difciples, 
yot, mtty ettJi.ly conjeBure how it would be horn, and. 
what wottld ~e the effd/-s and confeqt1ences. But it · 
JemJS it i-5 He-tSven only, and 'the way and guides that · 
lead to Beaven, that mr'.ft he patiemly Jleighted, vi-­
liped a11d ab11fed. And if 011r /,le/Jed Lord, the Cap­
tain of ottr falvation, in whem they profefs to place 
11/l their hopes, mu/l praclically be rej eEled, it bef~e,n­
eth not his Jervants to be impatient of mens ingra-

, tit11de ,nd cuntempt. Readers, bec1111Je Ill iJ u not 
having food, . hut eating it that muft mmri/h yeu, nor 
h:wing cloaches> but ,,,elring them that mtt-.fl . 'Ieee! you ­
warm, nor having a Phyfician, hut opening your ca­
f6s to him, and t~kin,g 11nd f~llowing hu ·advice, that 
inujl cure you; Jo it iJ not having faithfull Pafiors, 
hut under ft an Jing their o_fjiu, ana uf~, ttn~ 11p p!J'ing 
your ft lves to them for mceffary . advtce tn publike 
and priv11u, and f 11hmitting to their. holy Min~'lrdti­
ons, that mujl make you f11.vingly- partakers of the 
U~ff ing · of their office and la'hc11rs. We reummena 
t/,iJ 'Sermon to your peruf11U, and praclice, JVhich with 
p/Ainne/J asd hrevity acquainteth yo11 more f11.rticul11r­
lj. ,with your duties, in relation to thof~ that are ()Vet· 

70.u 



--- ---
To the Reader. 

---------· ' y_o,, in tie Lori) Jefee,hing you to J,efieve and 1011-
ftder, that if you own, difentl, 11nd m.1i1Jt11i11 yoNr 
'I'e"hers, and yet d# noe hearttly and refolvedly e11-
tertaip 1111tl obey the h111venly mtjfage wl,ich they hri»g 
'-'"' '''-' are ill ,,,, way to HeO Among Serm(JfJS Ana 
holy ordinances, 114 weU M H eathe11s 4rt, th4t fin in 
greater ilarlc11efs. H, that h11th ears t1h,,r, let him 
bt"• I Am 

Novemb. 10. 
16~ o. 

Richard -. Baxter.. 



To the Chrifiian Reader. 
t briftiJH Rra fer, 

T i1 a11 cjficl wliicb f.sUs u11der tbe commit· ,b(ervation of the namwcft 
ttnd 1110/t un.tppre[1cnfive c.ip"itits Y.hat maQy things do move wn- . 

·nary to tbeir prot'cr ano particular inclin:uie>n for rhe_gem.r:ill b-c­
ncfic and good of tile U niver fe : Tbc cau[e ffbtre f P.bit~{opbtr1 
ajJtz,ne to te, ne dernr vacuum, A con,l,derAtiott ,f (omethiug pa,a/lcll 

, t6 ,J,is i11 mora!i1J, bJ.tb mcv,d me, contrary to my gcncr.iU rc{olution a­
g, ;n(i aU (1'c1J attempt1, to clofe wub tbor1_~ht1 •f the publication of mJ wr,l{.e 
cndta1Jo1tr s 1qo11 thi. (utjccf. For bJ..,fvg occ.ifio,c to tak,e notice ib,t ( M far ' 
M mJ little 1tJd11:g aYd imcUige1ue W6ut:i cn.zbfr me to difcmze) thu (uF., 
jell u 110, (o fully ard tbcrc,wly lw:d!ed M might be de~·rc.l by 1.rtJ one r,f 
tho(e mat] t!J.lt IJa-uc~ritten ~t Relatire duties, a?f.i yet It beirt of'{o,great 
c&11ccrn -u1eut f0r tbc pe&ce and {m!cme11t of the CIJurcb, c(peciaUJ. after eur Jai 
d1J1r,iclion1 a•d divJ0111, aud f,r tfu red1tch:g cj tbzng, int9 Jome order a• 
g.ziH. I tbougftfuc!Ja(orrybjhmigbt (crvcioftoptbis gap, tiU(omebetter 
matcriJls were pro1.ide 1, a1.d a more cjfdiuJll remedy admi11iftred1 ly ,11 

able, b.1.'!lJ: so ib.it :n pc9pfr1 negle:l oft~eir dutJ fir ft · mGved m, to prwb 
o-.:thu subjtfl; (o w111t oJI~fficitr.t mc.znts th6rowly to know ibeir dutJ, 

,01 M eum qui prcv~ilei -n.•itb me to print it. And a,s yoz~(ee it i; {et 9ut in" p/JiN garb, 
111uit rudes a11if,mzilii1rflyle, M bei,;gcalcu!Hed fer tin Meridian of Count1y-c11,_ a,i-
,imcs t,i!em ties, whitb ufu,.iUy fir the grncralitJ 4.re mt of any grw lacicude; /f11d ihert• 

e,qui pro 111- fore [(Jmc c.j tbe pirticulars bare pu/J/ijhed were omitted in ihe Prca,bitg, be-
1io a;1dit .J• ct11/ein r,llprob.1biJiiy zbq would b.ivc ffown Bver tbe beads of moft, if not of 
m poffir fr? ~]'- ~l! of my hwcr J : ,nd I de fire to /boot juft breaft-bigb, a1:d to aim ejpc,iaUy 
re, GratiJn. d the b2art1, or ho-:i·cver never above tbe bci?fs of my Auditors. ,,,!t,ain, 

cd1crpi{[,1ge1 m.ty (ecm to (,me abomh'1ablc trurhs, wf1icb ibey are tmffiUin_( 
r" heir A.t1d 14c notice e,f, aud_m they cai;uot tell b w to t,afr(.zy; but 1f 
tfutbs,tbq mu/i rot be al'tr;iyes sbrown afiJe and di(rcgarded; tttJ muft nei­
ther be alwayrs ,011,eafrd by Orlirliflcrs, nor 11cgldled hJ peeple: a11d lf"b.,t 
more fitth:g (raf(;,1 forihe dcc/,.rirg of them, then fu(b ,01 fpportunit)'? A11d 
h,jily, (6me 1bh:gJ m.iy be d1J]n,itabic, w!Jilh all do riot agm i,a; concerni11g 
r.:hich .tf i1.11y cne Jbi ll ·uucb/ ,f~ noHras dle aliquid putat e nugas, 1111d [o f.r 

. . . inba11cr? 1be price of tbrm, M to rc•dcr t bcm co11fiderable hy a publick ref11tat1011, 
L1t'gttr.d1 Jet I do no: tak_e my {elf bo1111l to c1:ter tbc lifts with any ont in tb,ir defence, 

Iii 11 u: <Jl. Ee· 11;:d. 10 cngJge zn {u,b • qriarrd; f"r my dtfign ( M batb bce11 (aid) ~M 01111 to 
:Ji~ Jrnb1t·s. ,rq:11.ir.t pct;le ~iih their (mu,b ncglcfled) duty, wherein t hai;1 giim: them 

otton. ft7J' ju:({!,emcnt of wlw:came i1l mJ wiy : tf a1,J be othtrwi{e mhdcd iN any of 
ibt p,tr1md1rs, I flJ.l!L 1m quarrel witb tb,m. Tbere arc too ma1iJ diffcre11ces in 

ilc t b,mh .ilre&dJ de hril caprinl, about tbc[e cxtrA cflential point,, whicb 
Live m~de it •.;cry t f c:.bbed,I bad wh.r fhoke ib.tn lcratc hit, be a peace­
mako tb,w a pc-lee marrer. MJ aim h to ~uick,tn tbo(e tb.:it are remifl, ~ 

pra81(c 1M to provoke the le.mud to contend. At,d iJ this 7.Ji{courfc maJ be iny 

way u((f11U to t/Jec in ibis WJJ,give God t/Je glorJ, and praJ for a fur.her bJ,( .. 
Jing upo11 hil udea'l.!o,rs, w'1o is 

• • Lord 
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I T effal. f . 1 2 . 

And roe befeech )'Olt, Brethren, to knom 
them which laboar amongyott, and are 
over you in the LDrd, and admonijb 
you. 

r·r~=-;:;:;;:s..;::;:.;,·~~ He fubjecl: of the[e word ,though, lnrrodu!lio,. ! 

~ - ~ it may be, not fo toot~f{jme and 
- ~-J r ~I accept~le. t~ fame pilates, yet, 
~ {_~ I am iure,1t 1s both wholf ome ttnd 

~.1 • ~~-~ profitable_,yea and necdfary too; • . 
0t~.. ~J there bemg no way to Heaven 

J~_1/tW - but by Chrift \no way to Chrifi a Joh.14.G. 

but by Faith b ; no way to faith but by II ettring c ; b Joh.1 .12. : 

no way to hear but by a Preacher d; no likelihood of c d Ko.io.i4 • 

profiting by what he preaches, without fome efieem . 
of,and affecrion to, both his doctrine and perfon e, and e Mar.6.4,s. • 

a competent performance of the other duties hereafter : 
to be menti~ned. And the ·efore confu ting rather 
how to profit then to ple~fe people,! have made choice 
of thefe words to be handled at this time : which I 
may call The peoples direflor_y,how to carry themfelves 
toward their Minifters. I glofs them thus: 

B .And] 



'The Peoples Vuty 

,cation. .And] or,B,,t. i.e. Though private charitative edi-
fication, ( mentioned in the words immediately pre~ 
ceding the Text) be to be ende1v ur d,yet not to the 
prejudice and difadvancugeof publike 11nd authorit~tirve. 

Duties mufr not fiarv ,eat up.,or juH:le out one another. 
No; God ivi!l h,n;e merc1 a10dj~crifice both)n this frn[r~ 

--we] The Minifiers and Mefiengers of ChriH:,nu­

Dr L' bf thorized by him to bind and loofe, i.e. r~ccorC:ing to 

. 
0
rl~: the common ufe of that phrafe among :J-·ewifhwriters) 

to teach you what is lawfuH, what unlawfull; what 

you· ought to do., and what to forbear : And more 
particuh1rly and elpecially, 1 PatJl,who am guided by 
the unerring Spirit of God in \vbat I now write to 

you,and require of you, 
• --bej'eech] Though we might he much hold in Chrift, 

( i.e. in his Name, :md by ,·ertue of that authority he 
b1th given us ) to enj oyn you tkat which is fitting and 
c,nvenient, and require your obedi nee thereto; yet 

for loves fake, to (hew our affeetion and love to you) 
and our gentlenefs and rnildnefs towards you, ive be­
feech and entreat, as if it were fome great courtefie 
and kindnefs to our felves, wlknas it is your m,n 

greateft c ncernment._ 
·--)'(11'] The private members of the Church of 

'Ihef]alonica, ~md in you, all Chrifiians of your·rank 

and place to the end of tbe world. 
--Brethren] J:,hough,'tis true,you be our youn~er 

Brethren)as I may£ fjy, ( for we are Elders ) and fo 
ought to be guided b-y, us, yet btcaufe you re our 

brethren,and children of the frme Father and Mother, 
therefore we deal thus gently ,lovingly ,and ref p<!etful• 

ly with rou. 
-•tO .. 



a or19 

-· to know J Wnidi is not meant of a bare per{onali, 
hut of aprdtiicAO knowledge, ( for ,verbA- fenjus,&c.) 
J.e. fo to carry your felves as befits the relation you 
ftandin. 

--them thttt luhour am1Jng JdN J i.e. your Minifiers~ 
whofe calling i~ a painfull, laborious imployment, how 
fleight foever fome make of it : for Solomon 
faith, Mach ftudy, or, rrading ;:,~ which Lttther ren­
ders p;c f e ., preaching,) is a wea,imjf to the flejh, 
ay and to the JPirits too, f pending them more then 
any bodily exercife whatfoever ; as appears by thofe ¥ 

1 contumptions., apoplexies, and fuch like d1feafes, Ckr,~:nt~ 
which Minificrs :ire more (ubjetr to then others. may ando 

--a,id are over you in the Lord J Whom God h3th ~~I~i!~!aya~ 
fet to be your fp·rituall Parents, to heget you unto en~gnes c ! 
God ; and Nurfes ,to feed you with the Jincer.e milk of the1.r ficenf-c 
h d d ·a d' ..n • H agam I • t e wor ;an Gttt es,to ireu you m your way to ea- ces, who,• 

ven ; and P./,yfici1ins, to coun fell you .for rour fouls I~re their p1 
good. And therefore though you be never fo high J~~~n ~a~/ 
and much abov:e them in other ref pe6ts, yet in theie raife & ~.i 

refpecl:s they are above you, yea above the highefi. op~nfl:wJar; 
F . . n h . S . d agam ei1 or as Mm1ners are now ere m cnpture exe:rnpte Chrifi. Ki, 1 from the {ecular power, fo nor * Magifirates from larres's . d, ! 
h E l fi r. • ll b • h b • • -:-, fence of ngb t e CC e l:l1tlCJ ; Ut lt t ere e an ra O'tiJnt5 dntmlt .J Kings ~gair. 

that re:1ches Minifl:ers; io there's a [b cuj11Jc1mq11eTI Card.£ m? :. 
that includes M. E:ifirates. • ?· 11 3· Ed,t 1 

....., . 7~ 4o. I --andadm8n~fh yo11,J or,tnjlrttcl you.Where you are a Rorn., 3.1 
faulty, they rnuft deal pl inly and truly with ou, and Let ev_cry [oli 

c . • r _ • d h h he [ub1eli to i t reprove you ror yom m11L~Un3ges, aa teac you ow higher pown , 
to behave your felves better, and as becomes Cbri- b loh.20.2; 1 flians Wbo[efoe-v~r • . ~F~~ The words hus openell and anltom1zed) {hew yen &c. 

B 2. fome• • 



. 
I :t: 
J1.Jl9n, 

'The Peoples Vuty 
- -------

fomething that concerns the Miniftry, and fomething 

th, t concerns the People or Pop;dacy; That which con­

cerns Minifiers is, A defcription of them, both by 

their dignity, th:a they are ,ver their people in thu 

Lord; and by their duty, more generally, they la­

/Jou_r among you; and more efpecially, they admonifh 

you,or injlruEf you. 
That which concerns the People, is their Duty to-

wards their MiniHers, viz. to know them ; and this 

earnefily preffed upon them, by a moil: friendly and 

p3thtticall fupplication, We befeech you,Brethren; rna­

nifefiing both the we1ghtinefs and concernment of 

this duty; as alfo the neceffity of performing it. 
Hence many Doctrines might eafily b ra1[ed, but 

I {hall only take up that point that lies uppermoft 

next my hand, and which is the principall intendment 

of the words ; viz. 
God expeels and req,,ires of ptople, • thAt they jhotJld 

C4rry 4nd beh4ve themf'elvej towards their Minijlers, 

tU is befittingf11,ha relation: tbat they fooulddiligently 

perform a/J 1bo(e. d11ties towards their Minifters that he 

bath commanded them. The 5th Commandment en­

joyns the duties of all relations; now there being a 

. neer,and neceflary relation between P,ttjlor and people, 

the duties of each,and therefore of people to their Pa-­

ftor, as well as of Pafiors to their people, are thete 

commanded. But you will find the full proof of the 

Point in thofe feverall p4lrticular duties which people 

owe to their Minifkrs, which are as follow. High 

Eftimation; Singular Affeclion,Diligent Attendance, 

Ready Obedience,Patient Submiffion,Humble Meek­

nef,,. Holy Imitation, Carefull prefervation of their 
Credit,. 



to their Paflors. 
Credit, Cheerfoll Maintenance, Fervent Prayer, and 
Gratefull Memorial!. Where, by the way, pray you 
take not'1ce, that I lay upon you ml other, or greater 
hur~en, :h,m thefe neceff ary things plainly held forth in 
Scnpture. 

The fir fr duty that people owe to their M inifl:ers 
( for I begin with thofe which ~re next neighbours to 
the Text ) is • i 

I. A high Efteem and A1,·co11nt of them. Ejlum J'.!it.h Eftimi1 
them rvery highfy,ver. I 3. Marke: An ordinary Efreem tron. 

will not ferve the turn: He contents not himfelf with 
the bare word of [ Ejleem] but adds two other words 
to fet forth the wonderfuU high efteem you {hould have 
ot them. 'Tis not enough to efi:eem them ~fter :m • 
ordinary manner as you do other men, bot you rnufl: 

1 

efieem them Highly, or a tthundantly: nor is th~tt yet a ~, mri~ -;. • 
enough, but you rnuft do it hover and .1hove abrm- b ~ ~;r. 7.'t• i ,_, h r. Pl:iJ'd, 1 

dantly, or heyond meafure, as a p ra1e c Vt'ty neer of~ 11J.u, ~ m• 

kin to it is rendred, Mar.6.i 1. f'D.,.ti. 
The like expreffion is not ufrd concerning any o­

ther fort of mtn \Vh~t ever. 'Tis but d Honour the d 1 Pet.1.1 7• 

King: and c Honour thy Father 1Znd Mother_[Honour] c Exod.9.12; 

barely, without :my more adoe; but here >t1s Ejleem ; 
1hem very highly. This is elfewhere called Do,,hle­
Ronour, 1 Tim. 5 . .17. A jingle is n0t fufficient. They 
mufi have a donble portion of Honour to other men : 
not only a child's portion, but a Firft_-horm portion,. 
into whof e place they are adoptect r. People are rNumb. ~ 1 : 

commanded alfo to Hold them in reputAtion, Phil.2·. l 

29. t111µv, ~~n, Effeem them preciotu g, your Jewels~ So the wor ; 

and treafures; or H onour~hle h, accounting thei~ ve- ~ ~;c~;e~;6 .. 

ry feet ( much more their other parts ) 6e4u,if,t!I, •· wr1Mn~ 
· B v IO 11 mn1h1no11ra .. 3 ~\ om. • mu 1/,1n 1Jm. 



IRom. 10. 15. Thus the <:h,ldtians prized and rated 
~IPr~~;~M,~-..)~..,~~~- -Paul, when _they c_ounted him tU "-.n .Angel of God,yea 
il.4 , 4. eve;,, 115 fej1N chri.ft: and Corneltus,Peter, when he 
h 10• 2 r- gave him uch extraordinary reverence and refpea:: 
:_~:~;~;;M and indeed a little too much ; as appe~us by Peters 
IH1"' words,ver.26. And the people of Antioch,chryfojlom, 

when they JCried out upon his fikncing, {atius ejl Ht 

Sol non l"ceat, qrt.tm Chryf oftomu-s non doc eat : better 
that the Sun fhould be edipfed, tben c'hry(oflome fi­
lenced. Yea thus ai~ f-u~fb,aµ Idob~er ,value ~md re: 
fpe& the Prophet P.lij}M, when he cned out, upon E­
lifba's beit~g fick, o my father, my father, the charet of 
Ij4MI anti the ho1Jemen thereof Nay the very f.lea­
thens ( vho therefore will rife up in judgment agaiaft 

K' many Chrifiians ) fet fuch a high price upon their 
• mg. 

12
·t 4, diabolicall Votaries, that one of the Romane Confuls 

riding in bis chariot, and teeing a Priefi ancl fame ve­
ftall Virgins going on foot, defcended and would not 
go into iug~nn, dl they , ere firH placed. 

Yet milt ke me not in this point : I woul not be 
unde1 Hood to fpeak fo much of oucw:ird ref pect • we 
do not fbnd fo much upon that. I do not fay, the 
Honam you owe to us,is fuch as is due to Magifiraces, 
and the great m n of the world : we co not challrnge 
to our felves, ither th. t civill .authority, or th fe 
titles, or chat outward pomp and fiate, or that wealth 
and abundance th t is due to tl em. No; ur meffage 
is fpirituall, our Mafier isheav. 'nly, and h. ingdom 
is not of this world, and therefore his Officers mufi 
not gape after worldly Honour. Bue, as in his fer• 
vanti he looks principally to the heart, and will be 
wodhipt in f pirir, fo that honour chat belongs to u~, 

1S 



their Paflors. 
----~--
is chiefly inward ~md Tpirituall ; confifring fpeci~lly 

' in ~ . high eHeem of the Excellency, N eceffi y, and 
Unhcy of our calling and mplyment. And y n 
withaU, ai we mufi ferve God with our bodes, as 
well ss our fouls, 1 Cor.6.20. and it is as 1mpoffible 
there fhould be true inward devotion without fome 
outward expreffions fome rime or other, as for ~n 
opacous body to be in the light of tbe Sun wichouc 
cailing a fhadow; fo let me tell you, th3t wh re there 
is an inward Honour and refped, it is impoffiblp, but , 
that that man that under!bnds himfelf, iliould make 
fome outward manifefi:nion thereof in a civill way; 
which, particularly ,in this c1fe,mufr be done, partly in 
,vords, 1 Tim.5. r. Rehuke 11ot an Elder, hut entre,1t 
him JU a Father. Rebuk~ mt, ~ cr,;i'ill.n~~), J erke him 
not, btl1 him n0t, hafii[e him not with the fcourge of 
the tongue ; hand1e him not rougnly ;- box him not -
about the eJrs with :my uncivill, d1frefp ttfu1i lan­
guage, by prating to him, as Diotrephes did, 3d Ep. 
foh.v.10. >.6p1~ rro.-ir~;g .ut1e~;,, prating with evill 
words. You mufi not talke tot em faucily .,malepert-
ly ,impudently ,info .. ently ,{harply ~ou hly.,flighcingly, 
or any way unh~ndfomelx: but entreat them tt1 Fa-
thers, fpeak reverently, fobmiffive y, humbly ,refpett-
fully to them,~1s c ildren to tL .ir Pa ent . It y:ou find 
any thing rebul cable in them, you n u Wt ell th m o • 
it in an humble manner, a,1d entr at them to e 11 ere 
cautious for the time to come: -and l arc,y in ~eff:tre, 

7 

by a refpeltfull cm·i~ge tow~rds th~m: as _c6admh 
the Governour of l m T A_hab s houie, meetm~ ,v-.1th 1 
Elijah, fi:ll on his 1 .c;j before him. Cul~um c~h~ben , 
no_n ut P,elro Corneli'tu,aut 1ohannes .A.ngtlo,Dwmttm; 1 K·ng.18.1. 

nee. 
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• -- nee mere tamen, ut fratres Jofeph;, ~ivilcm, .fed J}iri-

t•alem q11endam, atq; eo nomine quod eff et Propheta: 

qualis erit & Angelis, Jicttbi JPeclantur, tribuendm, 

. faith the Author of the Anonymoµs Annoc. printed 

~am.iB.14. Cantabr. 1653. Even Kir g Sttul al[o Jlooped with h~ 

: face to the ground,and bowed himfelfbefore him,whom 
he conceived to be Samuel. An Alex4nder the 
Great, when he fow ;j,dddu11, the High Prieft, alighted 
from his horfe, and humbled him[elf with much re­

verence unr.o him : and, Con/famine \\'hen he entred 
into the Synod of Nice, bO\\i't'G bimfl lf very low unto 

the Bifhops there afiembled, and face not down untill 

they defired him. And ,vell mJy it be thus, th1t peo­

ple fhould fo highly Efteem, Honour Jnd Reverence 

their Minifters, fince 
Their Calling is the rnoft honourable in the world: 

a1.2.,. for, they are Meffengers ( or .Angels ) of the Lcrd of 

tC.,or. 5.20. ;•~ Hojls ; and Emba{Jadurs of God. Now11 a fpeciall 
·.,Hcz .for i.s Mefienger ~ ll ~,,@,r@ager fent after ~n honourable 

. manner from fame great perfonage to reprefent his 

own perfon: and therefore the clignity of an Emba[• 

fadors place is greater or lefs according to the excel• 

lency of his Mafier that fends him. They then being 

Emba{fadors of God, who is King of Kings and Lord 

2 
car.po, of Lords, fent in his own a fiead, their Calling mufl 

needs be honourable in a fpitituall way, as I faid be· 
fore. Hence a1fo they are c:illed~ Angels, Elders, 

Rulers, Overfeers, Fathers, Lights, all which call for 

and befpeak, [efleem, honour, and refpect. Yea 
even many who f eem in their words moil: to vilifie and 

underv lue the Mini(h'y, yet by their actions difco• 

ver a high efteem of it ; in that they inv .. de it with 
fo 
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fo much eagerne[s, and carneftnefs. For who goes 
a wooing to a poor forlorn maid or widdow that bath 
nothing of worth in her ,: This then being their due, 
as you have feen, Render to them their tlue•---honour to 

9 

whom honour he/ongs, Rom.13.7. 
z. A f econd due is, Singular Love ,nd .Affellion. Singular Af­

E jf eem them very hit,hly in love. Or, Count them fdti_oR. 

h J· , J h ft h ~ i Jfagu ac mtt 
more t 4n exceeatng1,y "ear. T ey mu ~vc a fpe · guch1trosdimi 

cialty in their peoples affection. Thus the G al~ti,ns til. Beza. 

Iov~d P_1111l fo entirely that ~hey would luw~ pul' d ottt f ~~\'/~. 
tbetr own eyes to h11ve done hrm good. So d1d AqtJila 
and Prifcilta, when for hu life they laid dorvn their own 
necks: refolved to flick clofe to him whatever it cofi 
them. And good oh,diAh came not behind ~ny of 
thtm in love, when, not without adventure of his 
lite, he hid the Lords Prophets in caves, from the I King., i. 4. ! 

rage of :f ezabel. Alexander the Great was wont to 
fay, that he was more beholding to his Mafier .Ari-
f!otle, then to his Father Philip-, for ~hat- he had his 
6eing only from the one, and his w,O./Jeing from the 
other. And furely if we owe love to our 1111,t11raU pa· 
rents, as authors of our temporaU life; how much 
more is due to our JPiritu11U parents, who have begot• 
ten us by the immortal/ feed of the word, ,mt~ 11 hleffed 
4nd eten,all life? 

And truly 'tis but equ~lll that people fbould thus -
intirely love their Minifiers, becaufe their Minifier 
domofi paffionately affect them.\Vimefs that firange 
wifh of Raul, I coulJ r»ifh that my fe/f were acc11rjea Rom.9.;. 

( or feparate) from Chrij, for my brethren, my kinf­
mm According to the ftefl,. Where fome lay the cm­
phafis upon· the word [u,11,ld, .. q.d. it it-ve e poffible • 

C to 
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to be done, and lawfull to be defired, I could find in 

,-ills_ Power-of my heart to do it, Others thus: He doth not wi{h 
ldlmefs. P·8• robe made the enemy of Chrift,but only, not to en­

joy the bleffed vifion of Chrifi: not of an eleet perfon 
to be made a reprobate,but,remaining a chofen veffel, 
to be deprived of the glory of the elecr, that his bre. 
thren might be faved ;however it was a high ana admi­
rable firain of heroicall love. So I Thdj~ 2.8. Being 

if«1pGµ.~~01, c affe8ionately d.eftrous of you, we were willing to have 
nemdphwc/ldl imparted to you, not the Gofl,etl o1 God onl11, but our vor ,not u1e 'JI 'J J 
lfc:where in own foulJ alfo, becaufe ye were de_~r unt~ 11,1. True, the 
1e New Te-. Galatittns would have parted with their eyes for Paul; 
amcnr, ftgm- h ld • h h. r 1 ( • b. 1· r • ying co be in ~y, but e wou part Wlt 1s 1ou t.e. 1s 11e; e1-
manner,. o- ther by pains in preaching, or oy perfecntion) for the 

·erborn with h ff l • he c .11lr.o c d 
ftd fi 'I ea ont~ns J re. '-<eetl 11 2 or.2.4. an 12.15. :arnc e ire. ,_ .1 8 cl 

1 Thtf.3. pertotttm. Pr1t .1.7, . an 2.20. And tbis 
l rhi ~ 'rwrwv alfo is the temper of every faithfull Minifter in fame 
n~~e/,JAv- meafure; as appears by their r~adinefs to fpend and 
F,,u~:'ra:: be f pent in the fervice of their peoples fa1th. Now 
'n?--H~ tnJ;r-1~, then, if there be but the leafi fpark of good nature in 
··~ cu.rrf• .Jtj,i·, you, this cannot but ingage you in the {hongefi bonds 
'7flJII.CU lt pav,a.c . . 
'voipv1d.l. of love to them again. MAgnes Amor,~, amor. And 

r;hryf. horn. in therefore if you will not amorem impe1tdere, freely 
~;;;~"t;~ vouchf~fe them yo~r love~ yet are rou bound,amorem 
-,,• YJ,vd!~ 'i- rependere, to requite their love with love. But yet 
¥1~~\$~, rr 1 wit hall obf erve, that you muft not love them meer-
1~E-t::liif4)v ly' nor only upon this account, becaufe they love 
.td~!~;~m,~ ,,; you, nor yet for the excellency of their gifts, cour-
''1E-1 .,.. X,S"G,, fi 1·b 1· h l'k b • • 11 I' h • ,.,, cp,1-,.ei~ ?r te 1e, 1_ era 1ty ,or t e 1 e ; ut pnnc1pa y ,J or t etr 
?c1,q,1'.E4dJI. ~ works Jake; be~aufe they teach you to know God, 
,pd-v~~,,cm:r a they are the mftruments ot your converfion and 
141~ cud. 'T1Vft1, • H 
~7$,rlr,%..J. . regenerauon ; open eaven gates unto you ; make 

you 
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you partaker, of a Kingdom ; inform you of your 
duty, reprove you for fiepp!ng afide, and admoniih 
you of your mifcarri;1ges; for this 1s part of their 
work,ver.Il. ::nd foohil works fak-e,you mufi count 
them dear ; even for their admonition, and reprehen­
fion, as well as for their exhortation,and confolation. 
This is right love, and indeed fuch a love,as that they 
whtch can find it in their fouls, may take much com­
fort therein, as being a very good fign of fincerity. 

3, Diligent Attendance upon them for Infiruetion, Diligent At­
whereby firfr people mufr ieek unto their Minifiers rendance. 
privately for fatisfaction and refolution in any thing 
they a~e 1gnorant of, or fcrupulous about: So they 
are directed to do, Mal.2.7. The Pri~fts lips jhoultl 
kup knowledg, and they ( the people) fhould feek the 
L:i'AJ at hu moteth: not only, out of their own brains, 
nor out of their books. It's no praife for them to be 
~'r.mJih/1..701, fdf- caught; as Attjlin reports of Anthony 
the Monk: lefi they have caufe to complain wi,h 
:ferom, Havi1tg no other gtJid whom I might follow, I Nullttm prjfvi-­
had the worjl M'!fJ,r ~hat could he, viz. m_y f elf.- But r,:[:"e;;;;f 
they muft be e.oJ)AX-]01, taught of God, mwardly by flrum memetip· 
his Spirit, outwardly oy his Minifiers. Hence c orne-fum habeo., ; 
Jiu; was appointed by the Angel to fend for Peter, A8s 10.,,G. 
and Paul is fent by Chrifi him[elf to AnaniM for in- H 9· 6• 
firuction; and God fends the people to the Priefis to ag.

2
•
11

• 

be re fol ved in a Law. c:ife. And it is obfe1 vable, that 
this was the ordinary practife of the Difciples, when 
Chriil: had taught any thing in publike ,vhich they 
underfiood not; to ask him privately about it. M.1rk 
4.rn. And when hew~ alone, they that were about him 
with the twelve, a1ked of him this P,rable; i,e. the 

~ C 2 meaning 
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✓ meaningofit. Soagain Mtt'rk7.17. and10.10. Yet 

they (hould not enquire fo much concerning do11bt­

om.14.1. full JjfPutations ( as the Apoftle call them) and no,. 

tionall points ( as tbe woman of Samari4 queiHoned 

Chriil: about the grtat controvedie then in -fail1ion, 

between the Jews and Samaritans, concerning the 

!oh.4.20. place ofworfuip ( though there may bt time and place 

for thefe alfo) as about prticficall cafes of conference, 

that thereby they may learn rather how to do better, 

then to kniw more: which was the firft and principall 

care of the Jailer, when his he3rt was wucht, Alls 16. • 

30, Sirs, what muft I do to be J,vei? So, Sir, How 

may I walk more holily, enjoy more communion with 

God, get power over fuch a corruption ,: and the like,: 

2. They muft watch all opportunities ot publike ln­

ftruttion s As one that attends upon another waits 

his leifure, and is ready upon all occafions ; fo people 

muft be ready not only on the Lord's day., but on a 

week day, if opportunity be offered, to hear the 

word. They muft lye daily at -a,ifdoms gates, Prov.8. 

34. and at the pool of Bethef d4. Thus the people of 

God are defcribed, C allint, Npon, and quickning one 

another hereto. E{'1J 2.3. Many people fball Jay,~ome 

and let uJ go 11p to the, mouvtttln of the ' Lord, to the 

houfe of the God of:}Mob. And fitting in his prefence. 

Ezek.33.31.--they flt before me /U my peiple.And D4-

rvid rejoiced in fuch op ortunities. I WIU glt1.d when 

they f '1id unto me, Let M go int9 the houfe if the Lord. 

But ef pecially 
3. They muft hearken diligently, and heed, and 

give attention to" wh:it is delivered. Prov. .1. Attend 

.o knurv ,mderf!anding. Fix thy quick-filver mind, 
. md 
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and Jet thy [elf to hear, as 7 eho/haphat did to pray. • 
Thus did Lydia, She attended to the things that were Mis 16_

1 

fpoken of Paul. And the people on Chrifi, who were .Luk !9·4 

very attentive to hear him; or, they hanged 11pm J;im, t;i"..P"~1 
as Birds do on the bills of their Dams for food. They 
did as it ,vere, hang their ears upon his lips. They 
gaped after his words. 

And here it may not impertinently be enquired, Caf. Confc 
Whether it be lav,·full for people to make~ common 
praltifo of going from their Minifier that God hath f et 
over tsem, to hear another ~ 

I anfwer briefly, It's not without good gromads Salut •. 
generJlly refolved by Divines, that if the Minifier fi~.!:;~JJ 
of a place be fuch an one as is apr.roved by the Church Baxt. chri} 
of God for his ability, faithfulnefs, ·and diligence in his Concord• P 

place, fo that there is no jufi: exception to b~ made a- 1 

gainft him, it is not lawfull for ~my of his flock to go 
ordinarily from him to hfar another ; becau[e he is in 
a mote ef peciall manner appointed by God to watch 
over them; and, it's to be foppofed, that he is better 
acquainted with their temper and condition, and con­
fequently is beter able to fuit him[elf to their occafi-
ons, then another who is but a firanger to them, or : 
not fo well ~cquainted with them. And befides, it • 
would bring confufion into ~laces, which God aJlowi I Cor,r4-3 

not of. 
As for that common pretence of many, that they 

cannot fo well profit by their own Minifier, as ano­
ther, Ianfwer, Ifhe be fuch an one, as is before de­
fcribed ( for I would not be thought to be an advo­
cate for any idle, ignorant, or in[u.fficient perfon? of 
which fort, God knowes, too m ny were puc mto 
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places in the[e bter time~: No; let Baal plead for 
himfelfe, for me : but ) if, I fay, he be fuch an one 
as is before mentioned, then you had need to ex­
amine your helrts, ftricl:ly, whether_ there be no fault 
in your (elves. For I ~ufi needs i y, I cannot but 
think that gener~lly ( I will not fay, alwayes ) rl:le de· 
feet is rather in your · felves that you do not profit, 
than in your Minifier. My reafon is plainly this. 
Becau[e our profiting by any m;;~ns Minifiery depends 
principally, nay wholly \/or neither he that plants, 
nor he that wa_ters, is any thing) upon the bleffing of 
God, and affiilance of his Spirit: and not upon any 
mans parts, gifts, and abilities: Infomuch that our 
Saviour chrift himfelf, though.,He Jlake t:U never man 
{Pttke, J oh 0 7. 46. mofi graciou!ly, to admiration, 
·Luk.4.22. mofi powerfully and c!emonHratively~ to 
conviction, L1'k. c4.6. Mat.22.46. yet had not fuch 
.fuccefs in his Minifiry as many of his Apofiles, he-
caufa the Spirit ivM not yet given in that plentifull man­
ner, as afterwards, foh. 7.39. Now the blefling of 
God being * promifi, and fo belonging as well to one 
true Minifier of Chrift as another, certainly, if 
there be any defecc, and want of profiting, 'tis not 
on Gods part, but on ours. 'Tis true, God being 
wont to concur with meanes according to their mm­
rall capacity and efficacy, where he bath befl:owed 
greater gifts, it m,y reafonably be . fuppo[ed, that, 
&£teru f4~ibt11, he doth concur with a gre;ic. 
er degree of efficacy and affifrance ; whence 
wee finde the gaine anf werable to the talents, 
M~t. 25 .15, 17. and therefore people under 
fuch an eminent Minifiery , m:ty be more edi-

• fied, 
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fied, yet it w~rrants not others to forfake their own 
Minifier upon this account, for the Reafons fore­
mentioned. 
. But yet to grant with the moil: ; Suppofe that any 
fhould not yet be fatisfied, but, after much experi­
ence & dealing impartiallywith thernfelvs,they do find 
that they can profit far more by another than by their 
own Minifter, yet they mufi not go to another con­
fiantly ,or ordinarily without the confent and leave of 
their own Minifter. Becaufe by Gods Ordinance 
they owe duty to him as their Superior in all things 
that concern their fouls ( as fi1all be iliewed prefenc­
ly) And likewife, they are bound to feek his com­
fort, and give him all good encouragement, that he 

lj ' 

may do the work of his Miniftery with joy and chear- 1 

fulnefs. . Heb.r3 .7. 

4. Ready ttnd chearfttU obedience. Enjoyned plain .. Ready obe 
Iy and fully, Heb.13.7. a obey them that have the rNle die:zce~ 
over_you ; even your ordinary Pafiors. ivkn~ioned :1fc~;uJ; 
alfomfeverallotherplaces, Ifa.50.10. Who ufhere~es_ fuchi 
among you, that feareth the Lord, thJt obeys the voi.e tubJ~~io!1 

1h. ? • p . fl. p h ( Wh an mitnol o u S erritant . 1.e. neu, or rop et. ere, wl,io count 1 

by the way, Obferve, That 'tis the property of one himfdf u? ! 
that truly fears God to obey his Minifier,) 2 Cor. :;~~~er~~ 
l.9. Forthuenddtdl -a1rite, that I 'Might know theoverhlm. : 
proof of yor1, whether. ye would be {)6edient in ,iU things, Go1tge in lo< ; 
a farge word. And 7. I 5. H i5 inwart! affeclion is • 
more abund~nt towards yo11, while he remembreth tht 
ohedience of you all, how with fear and tremhling you 
received htm. Here's a univerfality o perfons, as in 
the former place, of things. All perfons muft be o­
bedient in all things. And this was myfiically repre­

fented 
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rented in E;;J;;J;Vifton, where the wheels were 

,: . Ligbtf. guided by the four living creatures, i. e. h people, by 

);~\.1s.- their ~aH:ors and Minifrers. Thus much, I f uppofe 

,s. :wiUbe readily and generally, granted, being fo plain- ' 

ly and pofit~vely en)oyned: all t~e diffic
1
~lty is, 

Concerning the extent of this· Obecnence: How 

far forth, and wherein people are bound co obey their 

Pafiors. This therefore we iball a little enauire into• - , 
and the rather becau[e fome who yet pretend great 

refpett and friendfhip to the Minifiery, do fo clip and 

reftrain it, that they make it little more then a meer 

cipher, and leave fcarce any tl11ng, but the name 

thereof. 
In Generall, It muft be In aU things, 1 Cor. z. ,. 

wbereby 'tis parallel' d with, and made as large, as the 

obedience of children to parents, Col.3. 20. Servants 

to Mailers, ver. 22. and wives to their husbands, 

Eph.; .14. And this I {hall branch out into three 

particubrs. ·In nue{Jary Duties; ,mdetermined ,Cir­

cttmjlances; inddoNbtfNll points or c~(es. 
1. People rnult obey their Minifiers, In thofene­

cefary duties pl11,inly laid dewn in the_ Word, whuh they 

Jee Lire unto them, and in Gods nAme reqttin their con­

formity to; as Sanctification of the Sabbath; pe for-

mance of Family duties; diligence in frequenting tlie 

publick Aifemblies. avoiding drunkennefs,fwe;ring, 

lying, &c. Matth.~ 3.3. •All the~efore w.hatj ~ver they 

hid yo11 obferve ( viz. not of their own heads, or ac­

cording to the Traditions of the El ·ers ; but, which 

is enjoyned in the Law of God) th1tt obfcrve 4nd do. 

People muil: conform to their advertifements ; both 

in obedience to God and them : and the neglecl: h~re-
of 
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of is a contempt, and difobed1ence agJin~ 
well as againfi God ; and rendred c n._ ... .. .,,u,... by 
Chrifi, .Mat. 8.17. If he neglect to hear t/,t hu cl,, 
( t . urging the reformation of fomdalous mi ca1 ria­
ges, let him be, &c. And is alfo a re t agg avati­
on of thPir fin, 2 chron. 36. u. He ( Zedck1ah) did 
th,it which w~ evil in the fhht of the Lord, and h1tm· 
bled nat him/elf before J ~rem1ih the rophet, ff 4king 
to him i11 the name ()f the Lord. here re al( the 
Lord faith, E~ek f3 .3 3. that when thdt Jhould come to 
pafs, ( viz. whicb he hath thr atn d, ver(. 7, z9.) 
that theyfhould then know, that a Prophet h.ul been tt­
mong them, i. e. their own confciences !110uld, in 
thei 3ffiictions, aggravate their fin, by this circum­
fiance; that the Lord had fent h • s Proph t~ to tl em, 
;ind they had not regarded, or obeyed them. 

:2. In thofe circumjlances of public'k wo~fhip, which 
are neceffary tn the general/,, hut not particul.ir!y deter­
mined ~y God. Such ate, Time ; as, hat hour on 
the Lords dly to begin; how long to continue toge­
ther ; what dayes the Lords Supper f11all be admmi-­
fired, and how oft ; when any {lull be baptized ; 
what dJy of the Week to keep a Leeture. PL1ce ;tas, 
Where the Afi~mbly fhall meet; where the MiniHer 
iliall ftand to read, preach, adminifi r the Sacraments ; 
and where the peo le {hall fit to hear, receive, &c. 
Whether the Corp[e i11all be brought ihto the 
Church, or ftand by the grave, or put int it, \Yhile 
the folemnity is performing. Gejfore; 2s, To hear, 
fitting or {brndtng; with ·the H:it off,. or on; and [o 
for the Mimfier to preach ; to receive the Lords 
Supp r fitting, or it ndi g, or kneeling. Habit ; as, 

_D Whether 



,"Nhether the Minifrer {hall prrach in a Cloak, or 
Go,vn, &c. of \vhat colour or materialls h~s ,loathes 

r:e a foll e. fi1a\l be. * Many other fuch circum{bnces there are, 
,1er~rion of which being neceifary in grnerall, i. e. fuch, as no 
n m Baxt. • b c d • h d • 
Epifc P acbon can e per1orme wit out, an yet not p3rt1cu-

• • larly deteitnined by God now ~nder the Gofpel, and 
fo being left to the prudence ot Church-guides to de­
tennine of, according to the grnerall Rules, of Order, 
Decency, Edification, &c. people ought to yield 
conformity to fuch determinations; for ifa difference 
{hould ariCe concerning any of thefe circum!bnces, 
between Pafior and people, \-vhether rhink you fit­
tefi: fi1ould fubmit, PJHor to flock; Ruler to ruled ; 
or on the contrary 1 -

. 
1 

t . f 3. In doubtfull points and difficult cafes, which ei­

~r/;.;:. ther th~y are ignorant in, or cannot befatisfied about; 
,iof.10. till they receive fatisfaction, or underfiand them 

themfelves, and are able to judge of them, H eb, 13. 
7. whofe faith f o!Lorv. For where common people 
have not time, or leafure, or ability to fiudy ill points 
of Divmity them{elves, whom is it more fit they 
{hould hearken to, and be ruled by, then their own 
Pafiors and Teachers : as a wife iliould by her huf­
b~nd, and childr~~ by their parents,: It being to be 
fuppofed ordinarily ( for I fpiak not of extraordinary 
cafes, which may fornetimes happen in fome places, 
~sin the Univedities, or Innes of Court ) that they 
underHand themfelves better in thefe things then 

. their people, becaufe it's their bufinefs and employ­
ment to ftudy them : And therefore as we fee in all 
other ca{es, men will ufually take the judgements of 
Artificers in matters that concern their own trade. If 

you 



to their Paflors. 19 ---------you have a matter of Law, you go to Lawyers; of 
health, to Phyfidans ; of building to Carpenters, 
&c. And if I were to be refolved in a point of Hu[­
hmdry, whie:h I undedbnd not my felf, I would 
come co fome of you that have been ver[ed, and expe­
rienced in it all your time, :u1d take your judgement 
rathtr then mine own, becau[c it's your calling and 
not mine; fo ought you in thofe points you underibnd 
not, efpecially controverfall roints, to fubmit your 
judgement to ours, and to conform your pradice to-
our directions : for it being our office to teach you, ,. • , d b 1 . h h f . l • Oportet ii, 1t s your uty to e 1eve us wit a umane a1t 1, m tern ,rederi 
cafes where you have no evidence to the contrary. So 
that in cafe i Minifier requir-e his people to believe 
fuch a point, which they know not whether it be a 
truth or no; or conform to fuch a pr3etice, which 
th~y know not whether it be lawfull or no, then the 
command of obeying them takes place : for the c:uty 
of obey in~ them being certain, and th~ error of the 
point held forth, or unlawfulne[s of the practice re­
quired, b::ing uncertain, and unknown, and only fuf. 
pected, they mufi go on the furer fide. Bue yet 
withall let me adde, That you are not fo wholly to 
rely upon the fuf petted judgement of a fingle Pafior, 
buttbac you mull: fearch diligently after the cruth,and 
hbour to find out whether thofe things he teaches be 
foor no, as .All.17.n. And alfo in weighty cafes 
:tpply your [elves to the unanimous Pafi~ns of other 
Churches, for their judgement. 

But becaufe all obedience is founded upon autho­
rity, and where there isno power to command, there 
is no obedience owing : therefore I i11 11 brie y nifert 

D 2 the 
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the authority of Minifiers over their people : And 

that both 
Generally, from tbo[e names and titles given un-

to them, which clearly hold forth_ as much. They 

are called .;;ic;~~n~, or 'u)'~~,,;rl~vo,, as m the Text, and 

rendred,are over yott, and if God bath fet them over 

you, then he hath put you under them. Rendred 

alto) fuch ll-5 rule, or, Rulers, Rom.!l. 8. 1 Tim. 5. 

17. And that as a Governour rules his family, 

1 ·p,,li 11, it 1 Tim. 3.5 a. and a P.r.rent his children, ver. u h. :md 

~t$d;'liX.: [Jt have not they pmver to comm2nd ,: Called alfo 

• riY.v~v Jfg,?--;s n'}'~,u~vc,, Heb. I 3. 7, q, 1.4. Shepheards, Mat. 9. 36. 

,,~~vo,. thaclead, guide, and govern their flocks. Stewards, 

·' 1 Cor.4.1. Fathers, Philemon 10. All which im-

ply fupenority, rule ,and authority: and hence, they 

have fomet1mes not only defired, requefi:ed, en.treat­

ed, and befeeched their people t as in the Text) but 

peremptorily commanded th~m, as you may fee fe­

"erall tim~s in one Chapter, z 'Theff'. 5. 4, 6, 1 o., 12. 

And alfo 
Par icubrly, in the feverall cafes aforementioned. 

, As 
, e\Ba~rer of 1. That they have Authority to teach their pea-

l pi c.p. • ple, and declare-their duty unto them, none will de­

ny. You may fee their Commiffion, Mat. 28. 19. 

Some indeed allow thus much to others, but I think 

none take it frcm them.' nd 'tis true, private 

Chrifiians may exhort, admoniili, edifie one another; 

but there is as much difference between thefe and a 

Min'dl:ers preaching, as between a neighbours advice, 

and a J uftice of P~ace his Warrant : or between a 

Canon charged with a Bullet, nd one only with 
Powder,_ 



------------~-
Pm der, . which may mal e as great a noife, but doth 

no execution. 
~. Concerning the Circumfiantialls of publike 

worthip not determined in Sc ·ipmr , that place, 

I Cor.1 4.40. empmyers them to judge and d ter­
mine, Let 11.ll thirws he done decently and in order 

AlhLings, i. e. that he h:id been f peaking of before. 
viz. what l:mgu.1ge they i11ould ufo ; ;md in what 
manner to exercife the gift of tongu s and prnphe[ y .. 

in~ ; nnd others ot like·nat~re, being only nece!fary 
Circumfiances oot determined by God ( not myfii­
call Ceremonies ) muft be ordered by them, in a 

grave, fober,and comely manner. 
3. For controverfall points of faith, or pr~crife; 

( which we call Cafes of Confcience ) which people 
underfiand not fo well themfelves, th~ir Minifl:ers 
have likew1f e pmver to determine; a~ a pp.ears by the 

pract fe of the Councell at g: erNfalem,who made bind­
ing determinations for the Churcb. Affs 15 .28. It 

J eemedgo~d to the H oiy Gho_tf ,and to us, to ltty 11pon yo11 

no greater burden, then thoj e neceff ary things. Noe 
necdfary in their o vo nature, but in that prefent jun­
cture of time, for the avoi ing of offence. Even 3i 

the Priefls under the Law b:19 power to determine 

controverfits. Drut.17.8, 2. andasamongusJufii-1 

21 

ces of Peace have at the Seilions. • 
5. Patient fuhmifion, in cafe of C en_(11re, by Ad- P~ri~nr Sub· ' 

monition, Sufp nfion,'or Exco munication; Jabmit n iuion. • 

your /dves,faiththeApoil:le, Heb.1 .17. ·which pro• 
perly reters to fame punifhmenc. Not on the one 
hand fretting,raging, railing,and cryi1)g out, that they 
take too much upon them, ~md medJle with t c that 
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bdongs not to them_. What ! cannot a man be over. 
taken a little, but he mufl: prefently be told of it, and 
cenfur' d for it~ Nor ,on the other hand,llighting,and 
making nothing of it,and faying, W el}Hfl cannot re-­
ceive the Slcrament here, I can go eHewhere\ where I 
can. If he will not give it me, yet I hope God will 
fave me without him: this is far from fubmiffion ; 
but to be fenfible of your demerit, to acknowledg the 
jufiice of the fen tenet!, and to endeJvour by a f peedy 
repentance and reformation to get it revok't, and 
your [elves refiored to communion with the Church 
again ; as the incefiuous perfon did, 2 c Qr .2.7. And 
this fubmiffion is due to them, 1,1pon the account of 
that power they have received fromChrifi,to call their 
people to lccount for their mi[carriages, and to take 
cosnizance of fcandalous fins and tranfgreffions of Gods 
Law, by hearing complaints and teftimony of ·wit­
nefies. Mat.18.16,17. by cenfuring, judging,orpaf­
fing fentence upon offenders. 1 C or.5. 12. De nDt ye 
j,ulg them tha .ire within? :md th:u finally and deci­
fively, fa as that there lies no appeal from that cen­
fure. Mttt.18.17. If he neglecl to hear the church, 
( there's no further proccfs; no appeal to the Civil 
Magi{hate: Here's the non plU1 ultrd of the[e cafes, 
let him he to you,&c. Even as under the Law, the 

. PrieHs were judicially, decifively, to determine con. 
cerning Lepers, and to pronounce them either clean, 
or unclean, and according to the Priefis fentence, was 
the perfon to be accounted to all intents and purpofes, 
fo as to be admitted, or excluded the Congregation ; 
fo it is here. And then in cafe of Repentance, they 
hav power to abfolve, ~,quit, pronounce clean, as. I 

mav 
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may fo fay, and to admit to commanion with the 
Church again; called by Chrifi looftr,g, or Nnlinding. 
M~t. 18.1 ~- a metaphor £hewing the efficacy and 
firength of Church-cenfures: and f orgivi1,g their fins. 
foh.20.1.3. And therefore l \rnuld not have people 
to think, they may co wh~t thty will, 2nd have no­
thing faid to them: profane the Sabbath and be blame­
lefs: be drunkards, fwearers, negligent in coming to 
Churcb, and yet fcape fcot·free. No, the Eccldia­
fticall~ as well as the Civill Magifirate, I mean, their 
Pafiors, may and rnufi puniili them for fuch mifcar­
riages. Ane as it's a neglett of their duty, and be· 
traying th~r trufi in J ufiices of Peace, or Con!bbles, 
to fee the Laws of the Land broken, and tJke no 
courf e with traBfgreffors ; fo that Minifier neglett:s -
his duty ,that fuffers his people to live in fuch fins, and 
doth not only not reprove and admoni{h, but alfo not 
call them to account, and more deeply cenfure them 
for the fame. And if this be not a cornpulfive power, 
and that as greac,nay more,(as we {hall fee anon) then 
any Civill M~gifirate on elrth hath, then I know 
not what a compulfive power is. For how do M3gi­
£l:rates ufe to compell their fubjecls ,: Why, only in 
a morall,not phyficall,or natural! way, i.e. when they 
forbid fuch a prattif e, fuppofe murder, they do not 
tye the hands of all their fubjeets, but only annex a 
penalty to the Law, that if any cranfgrefs, they {hall 
be puni{hed in fuch a manner. So for things enjoyn' d; 
the penalty is the compul~on. Now this power_~ave 
Minifiers; power to pum{h and revenge all dif ohe­
hience, 2 Cor .1 o. 6. and that in a higher way ,and witb 
greater punit11ment, then any Magifi:rate on earth can 

inflict •. 
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inflia:-F;r all puniiliment inflicted by the Civil Ml-
! gifl:rate,is but outward,either upon the perfons body; 

1 ,11.49. 20- . or e{b e, or both: but the punifhmenc infligible by 
~odfi harm• • • fl. E l ~ ,1· ll M fl. • fi • • 11 

."s reputar~n ~, the M tmuer, or cc e h ,tnlCl agturace, 1S pmtua , 
tuertnt fibi and reacbei to the foul; fo th1t by how much the 
s ak Eccfefi,~ fonl is more valuable then the body, or efl:ace, by fo 

,,[uru,qwam a l • l ' ft.. fl . 'bl b l . 'ft 
.ri,fa & vi rgu murn 1s t 1e punt111ment m 1g1 e y t 1e Mm1 er, 
ripubt. citm more terrible and dreadfull, then any can be inflicl:ed 
fo1/fri babent 1. t c· ·1 M 'fi Al l l ' • l r. 
►:fii1 rem vit£ oy tL1e 1v1 ag1 rate. t 10ug 1 t1s tr~e, )ecau1e 

1rnecuttte~n<f; men do fo much obbrutefcere,and becoir~e like the bett.jl, 

l dedom_nibus th4t perilh, and are led fo much by ienfe, thence it 
~ a vrta rn, I r. h h .a: n , · h 
~Lad martem comes to pa1s,t art ey are more ane--1.ea Wlt corpo .. 
nrentiam fe- rall, then fpirituall punifhments, and more fear the 
u1t ' • 
. s; ·e terra exi- death of the body, then the 9arnnat1on of the foul, 
~re & extur- and confequently fiand more m awe of the Laws of 
m fit m11g- the Land, then of the Laws of God. Yet in it felf the 
'.tm, qu11,nto {i • • 11 . ft.. • • bl h 
•ttgu e::cpellere pmtua pum1umenc 1s mcompara y t e greater, and 
:c~lolfi e ~ol...- confequencly ,there is incomp:1rably a a fironger obli- . 

. ;: 'r)t;e;i- gation lies upon perfons, to obey the commands of 
• 11anto mag:~ God and his Offic~rs, i.e. Miniilers, than the Laws of 
,,~tun& colleg~o the Land and the Civil Magifirate : becaufe, I fay, 

anuorum alt- h r. l • • • h 'j] • fl' d b 
• 11er.n e~cludere t e 1ou 1s concerned m t e pum 1ment m 1ct:e y 
'JjJe? carrwr. the Minifier. Now it reaches to the foul, inafrrmch 
J lar;;r!:n'~~- as wh~le perfons lye u~der Eccle~a{hcall S:enfures du­
•. ei ~cclufitm ly infl1cl:ed, they are ma fiate ot damnation ( as far as 
r'V"' :;cleflie man can judg ot them,) becaufe their fins are unpar .. 
;":turav~ri~~don'd. ( :Joh.28.23. whofefoever_fins yeret~in, they 
, ""! ,~acramen- '-Ye retained:) and without pardon no bltifednefs. 
; :a~u_ {ub~r~- P fttl. p,. I. The Kingdom of Heaven is 0mt ag·1infi 
cclefi:, s:~

1 
them b; 'for God ratifies ~md confirms the ceniute. . 

, •ame_ntum ~e- Mat. I 6. I <J.---wh4tfoever thot1, fhalt bind on earth (baa 
,vmt &c zd l b d. H dd h' • l l 1· 

1504. 'b • • oe u,m tnBettvm: ea s 1s Dtcu ~veu t,w 1ere-
• by 
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by it becomes not only =in ordinttnce of the Church, 

but a Stat,ue-L_aw of Heaven too: fo that if a jufiified 

l?erf~n iliou!d _fall under t~i~ cenf ure, 'tis as impoffible 
for him to diem that condmon, as for D11,vid to die ia 

the ate of adultery, before repentance ; fo that in it 
felt, 'tis incomparably greater. Only here,s that, that 

fomething q mtlifies the matter, That puni{11iuents in . 

flitted by the Civil Magifirate, are fometimes purely -

( at lean perfectly) vindittive; as when thty couch 

the life of the offender; for in that cafe there's oo 

place left for Repentance and amendment: but now 
the puniiliment infhtl:ed by the Church, is purely and 
pertectly ( in its own nature) medicinall,aiming at the 

reformation and amendment of the party puni!hed : • 

that his J oul may be Javed in the day of the Lord,r Cor. 

5.5. for hiJedificAtien, 110t deflruclion, 2 Cor.10.8. 

that he may learn n,t to bl4Jheme,) or tranfgrefs in 

~ny other particular.) 1 'Tim.I .20. 

So then, Lay all thefe things together ,and then tell 

me whether Minifiers have not a compulfive, as well 

as a directive power. For can you imagin that a Mi .. 

nifier bath no more power over his people,thm a Phy­
fici3n over his patient,: who cannot inflict the leafi 

{k1dow of puni{hment upon them,for the greateil: non­

obfervation of, or contrary practife to his directions,: 

or that, people are no more bound to obey their Mi­

nifier,than a patient, his Phyfician, who yet_( I do~~t 
not, but) is bound in confcience co follow h1s prefcn­
ptions,: No; 'tis certainly in it f~lf the highdl: com­

pulfory pmver imaginable ; and I fee no reafon, w~y 

1c may not properly be called ftJ:ifdic1ion ~ ,~hich 1s 

nothing el[e,but fuch ~ Lommandmg,;1s o.rnes m con-
E fequence 
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-'>aul. Hifi. fequence a revenge againfi th€ difobeyer (as the great. 
'.::-U'9·i!· efi Scholer of bis time defines it_;) which the ApoHJe 
:,.: ic. rn • P,wl almofi totidem _verhu attributes to Minifiers in 

----

,; , the place aforememione~. 2 Cor. I o.6. Ha't'i»g in 
readine_f to revenge all dif ohedience. As alfo, hy it 

• may not be faid., That people !hould obey their Mi­
nifi ers, not only for confc1ence fake, but for , r:uh 
( which yet is commonly denied :) as fobjcds mufi 
their Magifirates, not only for wrath,but,for con/ cience 
fake, Rom. t 3.5. only the obligation H s {tronger to­
wards Minifiers than Magifiraces, bec:mfe they are 
more immediate deputies of Chrifi,and deal more im­
mediately for him than_Magiftrat s do . 

• 
1 

~bjea. If it be ob jetted ( as 'tis by fame, to elevate, and 
pmce of 

th
e extenuate their power) That all this pmver of Mini-

-ramenc, d . . d 1 d 
,1.32,P-300. fl:ers is but a env;it1ve, e egJte , cxecutive)and Mi-

niHeriall; 
Anfrv. I grant it : an~ yet ~. However they have, at leafr, 

as much power m their fphears, as any fubordinate 
Magi fir ate whatfocyer ( J udg, or J ufiice of Peace )in 
theirs; who ace all m the Name of another, viz, the 
Supream fytagifir:ite,ana nothing in their own. 2. 'Tis 
fo in rebtmn to Go only, and n0t to man: They 
derive not their power from man, nor are his fervants 
therein. And thus, the highefr ~ivil power on earth 
is derivative,viz. from God. True, we are our peo­
ples fervants, ( 2. C or.4. 5 .) to do them all the good 
we can ; but yet they are not our mafrers, to role and 

t: command us. 
• ; mble Meelc- 6~ Another duty people owe unto their Minifiers 

•• ~ is, Humble meeknejt unde~ reproof, ( which though it 
~long prnpedy to the forme1· head, as a branch 

t_hereof, 
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thereof,yer in regard of the lengtli of thar,I fuall handle 
it difiinctly by it felf.) I fay ,_~iec, and meek enduring 
of reproot. Heb.13.21.I befeech yo11,Brethren,fuffer the 
word of Exhortation : which phrafe [ the ~ord of Ex­
horttttion, J though it may be taken generally for all 
manner of infirucl:ion, whether Information, Dire­
ction,Admonition,or the like, yet the word [ftiffer] 
feems to aim a.c fomethfog \-Vhich w2s grievous and 
di{bftfull to them, and which they did not care to 
hear ; and herefore I take it here more firittly, for 
m ttter of reproof; that people {hould willingly and 
patiently hearken to the reproofs of their Minifiers ~ 
take Potions as well as Cordials; fuffer them to ~p­
ply corrJ[ives., when there is occafion,as well as leni­
tives at other times: dius did David. Nath.m doth 
r. c fp ·in!de him with Court holy-water,but tells him 
plainly of his finnc; Thou art the man, 2 Sam.12.7. 
and threatens him grievoufiy for it, ver. 10, 12. NO\~ 
David doth not fret and fume at him for it, but t:tk s 
icvery patiently, ver.13. And Davidfaid umo NA-­
thin, I have finned ,1,gainft the Lord. A meek and 
humole f peech ! the contrary whereto, vi.z:;. fretting 
at, and impatience of reproof, is a moll: fenflefs and 
bruitif11 pra&ife, not to be parallel' d in any cafe in 
the world again. For, who is angry with his Lawyer 
for acqu--inring him with the badnefs of his caufe ; or 
·with his Phyfician for difco\ erin to him the d .. mger 
of his di[eafe '! or wich -a watd1mln for giv·rng notice 
that his houfe is befet,or on fire,though le be difturb-
ed an aifr.ghted th reby ~ Who ta es it ill of a 
friend clue foemg a pm -:on'd airow or Cannon-bul et 
coming directly tow rds him, pulls him aw~y ,,/th 

E 2 fuch 
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fuch violence, as perhaps to pull h:s arm out of joint ~ 
Why then {hould people be angry 'Yith their Mini­

fier for dealing plainly and imp:m1ally with thern,and 

laying op n the true fiate of their fouls to tl1em, 3nd 

wammg them to ftyfi' om the wrath to come? And tru­

ly let 1:11~ tell you, thl t if ar, 3?Y time you be galled by 
the M1mfiry ot the word, us not fo much your Mi­

nifiers,as your own con{cie nces that reproach you. For 

did you ever knew a fober m3n angry with .1 Minifier 

for preaching ~gamfi drunkennefs ; a chafi man finde 

fault with a ",ermon ag:.1inft uncleannefs,&c. fo th3t 

if you find your felves at any time ~ggrieved at 

a reproot~ you muft thank your felves, and not 

blame them. 
,fo/ylmiwion. 7. An holy Imitation of their Ex&1mple. Phil.3.17. 

~Brethren, he fellowers t()gether of me, and mark them 

which walk Jo tU ye have UJ for ttn example. And that 

becaufe they arc their [pintuall parents. 1 C or-4.15, 

16. For tho11gh yo" have ten thottfand inftmEltrs in 

chrijl, yet have ye not many Fathers: for in fef us 

Chri.ft httve I beg6tten you thro1'gh the GoJPeU: Where­

fore I hef eech you b, ye foll orvers of me. Hence Mini­

flers are called -nJm, ~ m,{~-~t1, types or f amplers to their­

ftocks, 1 Per.5 .3. People muft learn of their Minifiers 

by the eye, as well as by the eA-r; be taught by their 

works, as well as their words ; take recommendation 

and encouragement to duty, by their prafljfe> as well 

as their preaching. If you fee your Minifier ft . ilt io 

the obfervation and fanchfication of the Sabb~ah, li­

berall in works of mercy and charity, peaceable, tem­

perate,or exemplary in any other duty ,then yo~ muft 

be c.arefull to drefs your f elv,es by this glafs, to write 
aftet 
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:ifter this copy ; otherwife his ex11mpJe will rife up in 
jud ment ~igamfi you, 3S well ~s his Dollrine. Only 
remrn,ber,it mufr be only U1 matters of duty,as I faid, 
in the praa,Je of piety: to follow them only fo far 
forth M they follow chrij1 ,1 Cor-. II. 1. You mufi fet 
your clock by theirs., fo far as theirs agrees with the 
Sun: for if either they give a bad example,or fay and 
do not, then you rnufi do tU they fay, and not tU they 
do,ivfat.23.3. 

8. C arifi,ll prefervatio11 of their good name. People Ca~efull pref~ 

muil: charily m:iintain their Minifiers credit, and nei- c-uatd10.nt of the11 

h b 
. re 1. 

t er be tal~- earers, and carriers about, or fenders a-
bout of ditgr:icefull reports of them. Alls 2 3 .5. Theu 
/halt not.f}eak evill of the Rttl~r of thy people. Which 
dqubtlefs will hold good 3S well concerning Eccleft11-
Jlictill, as Civil Mtt_fiflrates, being here immediately 
applied to the High· Prieit : as you rnufl: not fpeak 
unhandfomely to them, ( 3S was {hewed afore) [o here 
you are caution' d,not to fpeak unh~mdfomdy of them: 
nor be tale-hearers, or receivers and credulous in be­
l:evingdifgr3cefoll reports concerning them. 1 Tim. 
5,19. Againjl ,in Elder receive n6t an accttfation, hut 
under two or three rvitnef!es. God here bath made an 
exprefs provifion for the fafery of their reputation, 
3nd fet a fpeciall fence and mound about their good 
names; fo thJt they are priviledged perfons, and pe-
culiarly ~xempted above others; and therefore their 1 

people iliould be exceeding tender of their credit •. 
Thus we re:2d in Ecclefi_dl:icJll Hdl:ory, that, when the Tbeod.HiJU.r 
Synod of Nice was afiembled, by Conjltmtine's corn· c. 11. socr.l.1: 

mand, and fome accufations were prefente<l to the c.a. 1 

Ernperour againft fome Biiliops and Mini{krs, he 
E 3 lookt. 



loolit not on the particulars, out fealed them up with 
bis own Signet,and having firil: reconciled the parties, 
commanJed the Libells to be burnt; aciding withall, 
'' Th.1t if he fhould fee a Bifo~p in ~dultery, he would 
"cover his nakednds with his m n Roydl Robe:, for, 
c, faith he,the fin • of [ueh men ought 1iot to be di vu.g­
ee: ed,le~fi their ex~.mples do as much hurt to the fouls 
,c: of others, as their ·f. cl: to their own; their good 
name being as nece{fary for others, 3S 3 scod lite for 
themfeives. P\nc! d r tore youn1u ... very .::iu­
tious both of your , tong!us- and ears, both in rd~i ng 
and hea11 k<:ning to t1nv 1H 1 port of them. And 
truly there's gre.1t 1 eafon for 1t. Partly beclufe men 
are apt to hate him th.i reproves in thegttte, Am s 5. 
10. Gal.4.16. and we know, Ill-wilt never JPettks 
welt. Partly, becauCe men in ffice are moH watcht 
and obierv'd. :Jeremy compbins)that all hu·fttmi!it1rs 
watcht for his halting, J er 10. 1 o. and God d1icovers 
thns much to F:akul concerning hirnfrlf, Ezck.53. 
30.---the children of thy people are always talki g a~ 
gtM1ft thee hy the w_all~, and i!' the doors rf the ho,~/ es. 
Ye:i thus was chrijl hunfelf ierved ~nd dealt wit all 

. oy the Chief Priefis :md Scribes, ( L1.,k.20.20.) who 
1 i watched him, and Jent forth J}ies, whichfhodd feigne 
~ • themjelves juft men, thJt they might take hold nj his 

words. nd he wa· nes his Difriples to expcd tl e like. 
11 lift1UUPh.0- :Joh.I 5 .20. --.. if they h.1.ve a obferved,( or Wdtcht, [t .r 0 

, fJ-if, infidiose it fuould be tr~nflared) my fayingJ, thty wilt ,wrtch 
: -~vanmtfer•yours afro And partly becau1e tfl ·r Credit: i~ of nem meum. :J • • . ' • .... 

. ~: 77if~v fu- mofi concernment for the honou o • tl~e ofpe 1. For 
~'.·cur? Milt. as one would be loath to eat me·1t ( orhen 1if \ 1iml­
, 1 .Jt' z4• fomc 'and good ) if fer.v' d up in a fou dii11 ; {c e en 

wholfome 
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wholforne truths will be but fleighted, if brought by 
one wbofe good name is befpattered, and befme2r'd 
~vith reproaches, whereby prejudices are enrertain' d 
agamH him. 1n all which refi,ects,people mufi be ve­
ry carefull how they give e.1r or credit to difgracefull 
repGrts concerning t eir Minifters. 

9. People owe unto their Minifiers chearf,,ll and Chearfi,TJ 
iiie,alf Maintenance. Though it belongs to Minifiers Maintenance. 
only to preach the word, typified by Aaron and his 
fons ordering the Lamps,£ xod. 2 7. z I. yet the people 
mull: fee that the Lamps be kept burning, by provi-
ding oyl for rnnt.i_nuall d,1eir fupply ,ver :w. " The bird Tines. 
'' that 1s to keep the ne!l: and fit upon the eggs, mu{l: 
"have her me1t brought in to her, and not fly abroad 
'' to purvey for her felf. _ Whatever cavils conten-
tious P.erfons may make, nothing is more clear in Scri-
pture thJn this duty, and that i the w Tefl:ament 
as well s the Old ; it being an Ordinance for Gofpel­
Minifters,as well 3S L g·lll 1 C Qr.9.14.--even fo hath 
the Lord ordained, thAt they which rpreach tbe Goj}ell, 
fbould live of 1he G~fPell. q. d. A.s God wok care of 
·the riefis under ' tl e Law, to make provifion for 
them, by f everJH Laws and ordinances concerning 
their maintenancer ; fo bath the Lord C hrijllikewif e, 
for Minifiers of the Gofpell: viz. Luk. 0.7.,8. In 
the fame houfe remain, eAting 11,7:d drinking fuck thi1:gs 
44 the1give : for he lubo11rer u worthy of hu btre, 1.e. 
def erv ?S to be maintained for his labour : and there-
fore meat and drink include all things requifite there-
to. Nor makes this any thing againfr that freenefs of 
p caching the Gofpell, which fome in fimplicity or 
·orfe, do ur~e as inconfifient with liberall main­

ttenanct7 
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tenaoce ; for even the Volunteer follows not the 
Wlrre at his own charges. Concerning w ~eh mi n• 
tenance, obferve with me thefe following particulars 
worthy confideration: . 

1. That it mufi not be pinching and fcanty, but li­
berall and plentifull. Thus it w.1.s under the Law: for 

, fn-~ ·though the I?rie!l:s were not above a~fourth parr of the 
: , See Dr Reyn: people ( as a Dr RejrJQ/ds computes it ) or hot above a 
,m ~fal.110. fifth or fixth _pa_rt,(according to tbe Learned Selden,f 

1~ '-~~f·r~1.:i,.y"ettheiillV~riues in ~rfi-fruits _and prediall te~ths, 
i - 3mounted to neer a fifth part or the profits ·ot the 

Land ( as b Selden r~ckons it,) befrdes their lands and 
many other a~vanfages : fo that th~y had above ten 
times as much as the fame number of perfons of othtr 
~fribes. N0w Minifie1s of the Gofpell having a more 
excellent Miniftry ( as the Apofile iliews, 2 Cor.3.) 
their maintenance alfo f110uld be proportionably libe. 
rall : for •cis prnpbecied, that in Gofpell-times it 
fbould be fo, 1fa.2i.f8. where the Prophet fpeaking 
of the cqnverfion of.Tyre, and how {he f110uld employ 
her riches, when fhe was converted,faich, It /ball not be 
treafured nor lttid up; ( viz. for any civill, common 
ufe, either publike m private:) for her merch,zndize 
Jhall be fBr them that dwell before the Lord, to eat (uf­
ficiently,anafor durabla cloathing,i.e. from the Tyrian 
trade,(they being converted to God)means and main­
tenance f110uld be freely and brgely afforded to God's 
Minifiers,for all neceifaries and accommodations ; fo 
the Englifb Annot. but more clearly, the Apofile 
gives an exprefs command,that he that i5 tattgh1 ,fhou!J 
comm1micate to his Teacher, Cfl 'JW,ai, i-;a.9 'ic~ in all his 
goods, GJl.6.6. and chat Minifters .fho~ld h1tve double 

hononr 
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honour, i. e. maintenance, 1 Tim. 'j .17. fo as to be able 
to keep hofpicality, 1 Tim.3. i. 

2. This. maintenance muil: be proportion' d out of 
the leaft anfing profits) as well as the greateH: Mint 
anni_fe, and cummin,and all manner of hearbs ought t~ 
be ttthed, lrl,t.23.23. Ltsk.n.42. The Jewifh Do­
ctors deliver by tr:ldition, .Jwith Selden, that all thinos Seid. oftitl 
growing out of ~he earth, and fit for man's me r, ~ P· 

20
• 

arc' titheable. • 
3. It is not a matter of llms, or in the rniture of a 

free gift, but that which Minifiers have power to re· 
quire of the people, 1 Cor. 9. 436, 12. 2 'I hef. 3 .9. be­
ing due both by God's Ordinance, as was ilic:wed a­
fore; and alfo by a Law of J ufrice; they performing 
fervice for it. 1 Cor.9.7,10.' who goes a war/11.rc any 
time at his own chA-rges,&c,: q.d. Ask the fouldier, 
husbandman, iliepheard, whether they will ferve you 
for nought; and whether they co not juIHi require 
recompence for their labour 1 Ana if it be but" 
jofi to pay them, then, , tis bµt juft t9 recompence 
thefe. 

~- That maintenance Minifiers receive from their 
people,they receive it in Gods_ name and fiead ; it be-­
longs primarily to him, and they are but his Officers 
in receiving, as well as difpenfing; and therefore de­
frauding of them, is robbing of God. Mal.3.8. Will_ 
a man rob God? yet ye h,1,ve robbed me: h11t ye [fly, 
wbe.rei» have we robbed him ? m tithes and offerings. 

; . Whatfoever mainten3nce Minifiers receive 
from t-heir people, yet thtir people can never make 
them amends; oec3 fe there is no proportion be­
twetn what peopl~ -give to ~hem, and \Vh~it they ~e-

. F cetve 
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ceive fr om their .Miniflers. 1Cor. 9.n.1/ we h11ve fown 
,mto yo11 fpiritua/L things, iJ i! agre1tthing if we rettp 
your c,irnall things?q.d.It younghtly Judg ot thof ehea­
venly creafures which w<t ~ring in abu~dance t? y~u, 
it's impoffible you fhould Judg our pans and { trvice 
towards your immortall and prtcious fouls, fufficient­
ly rewarded with any of thcefe earthly perifhable 
things we receive from you. And therefo1 e Paul tells 
Philemon, that he owed him even his very Jelf;. Phi­
temon. 19. ~ 

6. Minifters may jufily require maintenance of 
their people, though they have efl:ates of their own: 
for ~hus God had exprdfoly provided under the 
1aw, Deut. 18. 8. They jh1t!L have like portions to e4t, 
/,efide that which cometh of the •/Ale of his patrimony._ 
The Priefl: rnufi live of his fervice notwith{bnding his 
private efiate; the equity of which Law, belongs to 
the Minifiers of the Gofpel. 

::5111 Divi. 7. Though, >tis true, P ,ul and B11,rnahAs for fome-
·, '· E.vAng. [ peciall reafons received nothing from fome Churches, 
1t but did work with their own hands to fupply their ne­

ceffiries;. yet 1 .They put it into the Caralcgu, of rheir 
forrowes and-fof:ferings, I Cor. 4 u. We lahotJr WQrk­

ing with 011r own hAnds. z. They fiill thought that it 
was a Gof pell- ordinance,and aflert their pc1wer to re­
ceive it. 1 Cor.9.4-- 15. I 'Tim.5.17)18. z 'Ihef.3.9. 
3. They received much from others. 2 Cor.n.8.Thit 
which w,u lacking to me, the Brethren that CAmefrom , 
Mttcedenia Jupplied, Phil.4.16. Even in Th{O'atonica 
ye Jent once 1tnd again to my necefs"'ity. An'1 4.He high­
ly corn mends the Philippi11ns for this their liberality 
t.owards him. Phil.4.14. re did well, that ye did co,a­

m IJ1/ i { 4&; 
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m1mic11u with my 11//lill-ion. And ver. I 8. --h11,ving re-
ceived of Epaphroiitus the things that wtre [em from 
1011,an odor ofa fweet f meli, A J11cri.ftc.e ,uceftavle, "e/i­
pleafi11g to God. 

Concerning the partic lar proportion of Minifiers 
maintenance, I !hall not meddle with the n·vin 
right of tithes, only fay, that this way of m3inte4 
nance by tithes being e{labli{ht by the Laws of the 
Land, people are bound in confcience to obey the 
Law ( except they can {hew that it interfears with the 
Law of God) in paying of them. Rom.1.3.5. Ye mNft 
'he fuhjetf not only f()r wr,1,th;h1,t/or confcience fake.And 
th~refore a perfon may as_ well pick the money out of 
a Minifiers pocket, as defraud him of a y due; the 
fatter being as much to be abfiained from as the 
former; bec3ufe both are forbidden' by the fame 
Law. 

10. Another duty is, F erveNt rAyer for them. FcrvcntPra 
1 Thef.5.25. Brethre»,prayf~r ,u. So Heh.13.18. • 
f hus \\ hen P-ar,l and Sil114 went forth to preach, they 
were recommended hy the Brethren to the grace of God, 
viz • by prayer, Acls I 5 .40. People iliould pr· y, that 
God would qualifie their !v1inifiers with fufficient a-
.bilities for difcharge of their place. Ephef.6. t 8, 19. 
Col,4.3,4. 2 Thef.3.1. that he ;would deliver them 
fr.om wicked and unrettfonable men;ver.1.. and all other 
dangers and cJlamities ; and direcr them to f peak fit­
ly to the peoples cap:taitie ,untl dbndings, ffi ctions, 
temptltions; and fuitably and fe:ifonably to all their 
occa.fions. 

And truly ,great need have people to pr:iy for their 
Minifiers.; 

F i. 1.Becaufe 
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I/ r. Becau[e it is of all c;illings the rnofi difficult : 
which made tbe Apofile cry out, who u f,ifftcient /e'1 
thefe things_? z Cor.2.16. The Minifiers office is, to 
qmcken iuch Js are dead in fit:is; raife up 3nd refiore 
foch ~s ~1re fail en ; comfort the troubled in confcience; 
Hrengthen the weak; encourage the faint, heJrted; 
confound die obfi-inate; Hand againfl: all acv.erie pow­
er ; \Yith many other the like ; all \vhich are very 
cifficulc tbings. . 

·z. Becaufe faitbfull Miniffers ire more oppofed by 
SJtan, and his inftrnmencs than any other fort of men 
whltfoever. When fojhua frood before the Angell of 
the Lord to receive his Cqmmiffion 3 S.1t1tn flood at 
his right h~nd to refift him. As foone as Chrift W3S 

pubiGkely fet apart ,to perfcrrne his Minifieriall fun~ 
ction; Satan fee upon·him in the wilcernefie Mat. 4. 
begin. And ever after, tbe Scribes, Pharifees, and. 
Saddaces, and o er limbes-0f the Divell perfecuted 
him from rime to time. And in. our own times, we 
fee the fiorm of the fury of 'the Quakers, and other 
Secl:aries, as alfo of profane, loofe and ungodly per:.. 
fens, falls ef pecially upon the Minifiers .. 

3. Becaufe their failing in duty is mofi dangerous; 
fur if they peri{h, many perifh with them} they are 
like the Admirall Ship that caries the fan thorn where­
by the whole fleet is guided;if that mifcarry all the refi 
are at a lofle. As when Peter flipt afide out of the • 
w~y, many J e\ves a.ndB4rnt1bas alfo was carried away 
\Vlth them. Gal. z. I 3. Q ther.efore let. your Mini­
fiers never be forgotten in your prayers ! 

1 iatfull me}'· A gratefull memoriall of them., when dead and 
1r:iall. gon) or removed to fome other place. Heh. 13. 7. 

Remember 
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Rermmber th~fe _your Rulers ( fo it iliould be tranfla­
ted) who have JPoken to )'Ofl the W6rd of God. Let their 
memory be blef]ed, ( as Solomons phr_;zi[e is ProTJ. 10. 

7. ) So as to blefie and pr~ife God forthem ~nd for 
the benific you reaped from their labours \~·hile you 
did enjoy thtm; as alfo, to pr~ife them, and fpeake 
,:rell ot them i as the LXX render that place. 
M}·1µ,11 J>x.J.,,,;v V-,!T, ~'}1{.u)/,JM'• Remember them -- lfo fa 
as to take ;ill occafions of rnanifcfring your reip~cts 
unto them, if they be yet alive, and only removed 
t~om you, by defiring and rejoycing to f' e th m a­
gaine. Thus it \VJS ·with the 'I heff ,ilonians concern­
ning P ttul. 1 Thej. 3. 6. when Timothy carne from 
you to uJ, he /Jrought 1u glad tidings cf your faith and 
chdrity, and th~1t ypu have good remembrt1!1ce of us al­
w11,yes, defirinf greatly to fee us, Or, if they 1 e dead, 
by {hewing the kindneife of the Lord to their pofreri­
ty. Such a remembrance 0 1 h· m, asit is the great­
efr honour tlut living people can do to their deceafi d, 
or departed Pafiors, fo it wilhe an ~xcellent means 
to keep them free from the infett:ion and [eduction of 
falfe teachers ; to eftabli{h them in the truth they re• 
ceived from thofe Minifrers ; and to kr.ep them fiel-
dy in the way of righteoufndfe, wherein thof e Mini ... 
fiers walked before them. 

Well, you have now heard what duties you owe 
unto y0ur Minifter-' • Now is there any of you that 
can or dare deny thde thmgs to be the word ot God,: • 
If fo fl:and forth, and r pelke, t~at we may kn w 
Chriftians from Heath ns. But if you cannot but ac­
know ledg thii that I hlve fiJOken ( for the fubibnce • 
of every duty) to be the exprefie:word and will o~ 

F 3 God, 
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God, then confider how you will ever be able to an­
f weare it another d~ty to God and your own confci­
ences, if being informed of your duty you do not 
prachfe it, but remaine difobedient and rebellious a­
gainft the Law of God. But I hope better things of 
you &c. But more particularly. 

Be carefull to render to all ( and t~erefore to your 
Minifters ) their d11es ; as you ~ue required to 
do. Rom. 13. 7. You ufet-o call their tithes their 
dues, but you h:ivc feen there are many more dues, 
belongtoMinifters from their people beftdes them; 
and which you fl10uld make as much confcience of 
paying, a'nd be every whit as carfull to corn out of 
their debt for, as for them. And therefore, I fay, 
be carefull to render, as to C efar the things that are 
Cefim; to the Civill Magifirate; what belongs to him; 
fo to God the things that :ue GoJs; and to his Embaf­
fadors ( Ecclefiaft call Magiftrats )the things that be­
long to them. I tb1U fieele and Hrengthen this bx­
hortation, by backing it onely with this one confide-
ration taken from, . 1 The Interefi you have in them, for the benifit ~md 

, i behoofe of your Soules. All that we Minifiers have 
I . or are, is yours. f m,l, Y1pollos, 11113-C ephM tt,re yours. 
••. . . I Cor. 3. 1z. Wt are your fervants for :Jef as (dke. 2 
! tiA Minift

1
ers C or. :..1. 5. Our a Abilities ~re for your Edin cation. ts are r 1e . JI. -r 

-own-flock, 'Erl/Je. 4.1 ,12. ·--he -gave {ome P-aflors and treach-
:i,c.-nfor the frs,---for 'he Edif/ngthe boily ofChrifl. Our .Authc-

1od of che • lr • 1: h r. d • +. d fi . 1 'ules both of rtty a 10 1s ror t e 1ame;en .viz.; oryour E t CA.tron,not 
• ': hand your aeft,,iflioh. ~ Cor. 10. 8. Whence there arifcs 

,'ore. -Ourn. a great and neceffary dependance of people up n their 
• Miniftets for their Soules good ; infomnch that it's 

1m-
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po ffi b 1 e, in any ordinary \YlY, that ever you fhould 

come to 1-. eavtn ut by there help. For, 

J. From us you receive the meanes which God 

hnth or .ained for the bringing you to Salvatioa. ,r, 

tu i-5 committed the word of rtcondliation. Saith the A­

poil:le 2 C(Jr. ~. 17. And we are his Emba{fadours 

fent with Commiffion and authority about the weigh-' 

tiefi bufineile that ever was taken in hand, e:ven the 

trnating and concluding a peace between God and 

your Soules. To us alfo is committed the Admini­

ftration of the Sacr~ ments and we are the I< eepers of 

Gods S e,les,fo as that you cannot have them, but from 

our hands. 1 Cor. 4. . Let A man Jo account of U$ 4S 

of the Jlewllrds of the myfttries of God. YeJ, to ·u are 

cormnittfd the I< des of the Ki»gdom of'heAvm. MAt. 

16. t9. We have that authority from Ged rn afiure 

you in his name /according to Scriptur -rules )of the 

plrdon of fuch fins as trouble your conCciences, as o 

man in the world bath hefides. ¥ea, • ~ 
2. You donot one y receive the outward meanes 

of your falvation from us,but ( ;which is far .more) by 

us God gives you his Spirit, ~md faving gra~c alfo, 

and conveies it into your \1earts. God, ( faith the A­
poftle) bath ,nade U1 able Minifters of the New 'Itjl4-

ment, not of the letter, hut of the Spirit, 2 C or. 3. 6. 

Infomuch that where there is any truth of grace, fome, 

Minifter or other was the Spirituall Father to beget it, 

or water it in you. For thus much thof e empbaticall 

quefiions of theApoiHe arr.o~mtunto.QAl.3 .2.ThiJ only 

would! t 11rn of you,Receaved ye the Sfirit hy th, workes 

(If the Law, erby the hetiring of faitM 4nd 11.om. 10 •• 

14.How foaO they beleive in bim'°f whom they h~v.t 111Jt 

, • heart!!. 
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heara? and howjhaO they he are wiel, out a Preacher ? So 
that you fee, all _we have, or_ are ~s yours i.e.for your 
good;as a candlers made to give light untoothers; and 

i" nurfes are ftock'c with milke for their nudlings fa es: 
. ~;;;:.non vo· now every one u[es to b~ ca~efull_ 06 their o vn ; and 

make much of. th1t which 1s the r own, and not be 
wanting in any due concernment thereof. 
• Take heed of whatfoever is contrary to that duty 
you owe to your Minifiers : and' do not plea[e your 

. felves in the neglect of your duty with fuch a fooliili 
conceit as this, Thdt ive fpe11ke only for our own ends, 
when we tell you of thefe things. No ! when we ac­
quaint you with your duty. to pur fclves 'tis not ( as 
the Apoftle fpeakes concerning the contribution £enc 
unto him by the Church of Philippi) /;ecaufe we defire 
thef~ things ( principally and with refpecc only to our 
felves) bfll we deflre fruit th11,t may abo,md to your AC­

count. Phil. 4. 17. And yet if it were fo? who re­
fo[es good counfell from a Lawyer, or wholfome di­
rection~ from a Phifician, out of a conceit that they 
fpeake only for their fee; but I fay that is nor the rea­
fon,but for your mvn fakes: for ( abs! ) w nt is it to 
us ( <.:omparatively and farther than as we fympathize 
withyouin your weale or wo·e ) if you will n t beare, 
and obey, and be faved ,: Do we defire any thing but 
what makes for your owne good, and rum~ to your 
own account,and by performance whereof, vou will be 
the greacefi ·gainers your felves,: .0 ·therefore be not 
fa mld and f p1tefull as . to preju?ice a_nd wron . your 
own Soules, for the domg us a hc.tle d1fpleafure; As it 
is in matter of tithes ; would not you count that man 
brutitbly and fen[elelly wilfull and malicious, who 

lhould 
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Jl~ould let_ his ground 1 y fallow , and thereby loofe 
his own mne parts, on purpo{e to hinder his Miuifrer . 
of his tenth ? why , [o is it in any other duty: by the 
neglect thereof, you prejudice your {dves nine parts 
at leafi: to our tenth ·i. e. Y cu do infinitely more wroo~ 
your fcl ves thereby than you do us. Bue I Chall ( peake 
a litcle more particulary concerning each of the fore­
ment_ioned duties. 1. Def pi{e not their Calling 2 Be 
not d1faff~cd to their Pcr!ons.). Neglect not their ln­
firultions. 4. Difobey not their Commands. 5. Be 
not un{ubmiHive to their C nfurs. 6. Fret not at their 
Reproof. 7. Slight m t their Example. 8. \Vrong 
them not in their good names. 9. Grudge not their I Preced 
maintenance. 10. Eea!e not to Prly for chem. Lafrly any ma 
Forget them not. th~r. rh2 

, 1,,.1 fjl' h. -11· h 1 fl • hMmdl:er I. 111"!, tJ~~d '. zg tmg,anQl 1g ~ y eueemmg, muc ry mam 
more of vtltfy1ng ana <!Ontemmng y,ur Mini/lert; every ~ 
count them not indifferencies, conveniencics, fuper- B11rher 
fluides which may very well be {p,red:much Idle do not fi:1(~0

j 

groanc under them as your burdens, and epidemic.11 ~u(t h!' 
grieva'nces, whofe roome you h,1d rather have than place of 
their company: efteeme them not the fcum and refufe ~he gay 
~f the world, the_filth and offfcourng of allchings; nor }:~h~fi 
like JeroboamJ' Pncfts , the meaneft of the people, fo the heft 
as to a poft-po{e them to every 7hin1. that lookes like a but uni 

Gentleman or hath got but a few fine clothes . 0 Sirs ! fl0 1, d 

would you dare to carry your fdves fo towards Chrifi: 0~e;r 
ifhe wereperfonally here on earth? why, 'cis all one floole . . 
ic effect, if you will believe his own word. L~,k...-. 10. childre1 
16. He that ~fpifeth Jou de{?ifeth me. • The dire that is h~vdthi 

cafi in the Minifters face, bdmears,:ind her patters Chrifr. ~1i:" ~J 

And they that flight hi, Miniflcrs would fcrve ~im {o the b:J 
too : they that mifu{ed the Serv.mts dealt no better the hem 
with the S(l11, M.Jt.21. 35, ~9. comp:2red. And cerain- Efa ~ 
Iv fuch a fin as this iliall not go unpuniilid : Princes and ~6;; 
Sc;ites have alwayes been very tender of their EmbatLt- p. 1. 

G dors 
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dors; deeply refentiog, and {everely punHhing ( to their­
power ) any·affront pt1t upon them. Thus did 'David .. 
J S11m. 1 o. 6. and 12. J 1. And the }(omtt1J.r. cxtin­
guifut {oriiN.th f◄ riol ting their Emo4fladors, though 
the violation were {o fmall, hat Ftorw could not tell 
whether it were Voce, or manu. D0 you think then that 
Chrift will take it well at your hands, and put up pa. .. 
tiently tho!e wrongs and affronts you "'Ut upon 1 i Em­

~. IS, 1• bafladors ? No ; he that reJmved Kingi for their fa~s, 
' will not t~ ke it at your hands, nor let }WU f cape fcoc. 
1 free. You may fee what to expc:6l:, ( a.nd learn wif-

dom too from thence , if you ir not ha.rdned to your 
tuine.=.) by w at God hath threatned againfi, and inflicted 

upon others for this fin. Cbrift tells the Jewcs, the 
•'1 • 4r. flineyard fhould be let 011t to other hHsbA.ndmm, and th 

Kingdom of God ( i. e. the means of grace whereby they 
1hould be brought to happinefle) tak.!n from them, and 
/Jef/Dw~d.upm 0thers ( Jc. the Gentiles) for their mifufing 
hi,, me.ftngers and (er~ants. There is a Jfirit1t11/l judge­
ment , and in the next Chapter but one, he threatens 
them with temporal/ jttdgments, t1i.z:.> the dcfobtion of 
the Temple, and, , s ao attendant thereon, the defiru 
£l:ion of their €eremettle.H V'lorlhlp for the fame fin. c .. 
2 3. 37, 38. Which did fhortly aft~ come to paffe. 
And fo, l'ong before that , their I>.1b1lo11ifh Captivity is 
,hargcd upon the fcore of this fin. -i. Chron. 3 6. 16, 17. 
They anock1d the meffengers. of God,and dejj,ifid hi, words, .end 
mifufeJ hi. 1roth1t1, tmtill the ,:pr,ath of the Lord rift up It~ 

gainft hu peo-ple,till thtre '""' ng rtmed_y, therefore be. bm,ght 
ttpon them the Kir.t, of the Chaldw &:c And if God had 
punifht d1is fin !o!everely in th s world,Owhat feverity 
then may they expect from Chriit in the day of retribu­
tion , the grcaceft µ;irt of wlioh: religion is to hea pc 
indignities and difgraces U?.O'l • his Minifiers and· 
Mefiengers ! and to belch out bla{phemies ( for 
chat is the term bmt uf es concerning di{~racefull 

fpeeches .. 
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2. Tak..l heed ef mtert ining ttny ,m,lice, or hatred, yea of giving way to the !eaft grudge,dlwill, animoficy, or difaffechoa to them. It's a figne of" wretched mil­creant, fuch an one as .Ah4b, who fi Id him{clfe to worke wickedndle, to hate a Mdleoger of G0d. CD I Kin. 2: ther tore do not rcqu·ce all their love and kindndleand paines toy r preciotts !oules fo ill! Yee (Alas! )this is the temper of the ingr,tefoJI world : of whome the Mi­nifiers of (hrift may compb.ioe, as 1'1n•id of fome in his 
time, They comp11ffed me 1tbo11t rvith wordr of ht1tred, lln'd fought ag.iinft me without a c11ufe. for my love they are mJ 
adverfm·ies, •·• 1tna b.we ,·ewatded m~ cvill fm· t.nod, and 
h1ttred for my love. P fa!. 109. 3, 4, S. They are the Minifters of all other , who are made the cheife butt, againfr which rn~ny perfons do fhoot all the in• venomed arrowes of their rage and m,lice: and no fort of men, I dare fay, a.re more odious t() a number of loole, untralta.ble pedons, fons of 'Beli i!, t 1an they: who arc many of them, fo dd peratly bent an furioufly driven oo with a rage reaching u;> to heaven, that uo .. thing ldfe then th ir bloud,(if they could tell how tocome at it ( and tt ter extirpation., .would quench their thirft, ••· • and fatisfy tneir revengefull hearts, ( as it was with Hero­

di;11 concerning John the B~pti : ) But, as we fa , Cur.ft 
cowes havt ft, rt homeJ, !o fome that have fpokcn big {welling words of vanity ag inft Minifter and M'nift-ry, breathing out threatincrs, and defigning tl eir utter ruine and detlruction, l1ave, been not only dcfl ted, an difappoii tt'd in their intended mifcheif, , but the wheel 
ulwough uppnthemfelve,, (.i Solamon[peakes,.Ptov. 20. 
26. ) whereby they are bruifed,and crulht and threlht; .tnd fo their fa~u tire filled rvitb fh .. mi, as 'tis faid con­cerni ~ fuch. Pfd. ~3- r~. S3 th., ~ we have feen of fate date~ the roph t1call tm. rec:mon of UWofef upon the enemies of Levi, notably , verified, Smire throJtgh the 

G 1, hines 
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loint1 of them that rifa up at.airt/t him, a1'1d of them tbAt hau 

him, thatthq riftnorag_Ai11,, Dcut. 33.11. 
3. TA/z~ beed of non-.-rttendl:nce upon the»: forin/rull~o11. 

neglelt not fee king unto tliem Privatly for fausfalbon 

and rdolurioo , a very common and continuall fault, 

the duty being fi]dome or never pr~ltifed in many 

places: {o that whereas the cfoores of Lawyers and Phy 

fitiins are thronged many times with ~ttcndanrs, roore 

_ Minifiers may fit loi:ge enough before any one will 

co me to themon Cuch in errand : though the for­

mer be cofily , and this they may have upon frec­

cofie, only for asking. but however 
Ncgl et not frequenting the publick.! Afembly,for in­

firucl:ion there. Forj2k..!_ not tbe A(sembling of your felvu 

tot1ttber, ~ tht m11nner of fame ( a great many now a 

dties,) ief: Heh. 10.2 5. •Tisa fign offome fad difi:emper 

hanging upon the foule, when perfons either have no 

ftomack at all to their { piricuall food, or prefer unfa­

vory lhdfe , yea infectious tr~fh, before whoHome 

provifion. Therefore let neither profandle, flothful­

ndie, nor prc{umption, det~ine you from Church. 

Nay ramble not from your own Paftor if he be in any 

meafure able and faithful!. A rolling ftone gathers no · 

mofle, and r.ambling Chriftia.ns cannot grow much 

either in grace or knowkdge. And thereforr. let not 

a gadding humor drive you from your own Church. 

And when you are there; 
Be not drowf y, fleepy, careldie, heedldie, care-

ldfe hearers·: kt not your heads be like leaking vcfiells, 

letting that go out at one· eare, which you take: in at the 

other: when you bring your bodies in to the Congre­

gation, leave not your foulcs beMnd you. But he fwi.ft 

to he are J-1m. 1. I 9. Heare as for your lives, when you 

are hearing the word oflife. . 
4. Tai:! beed Qf cimtemni1'lJ!, their Authority, and difabn­

int their commmdJ andJ directions: Heareby a light mif-­
pri!ioo 
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~irfion may grow up into a grand tranfgrdfon; an 

mc_onfidcrable anomy an ~miquiry, may {·well into an 

hamous and heavy enormity. For, as ohedimce i1 better 

then [.tcrifice, ,md to hear~n {hen the fat ef rAtnJ ; fo Re­

h/lion u M the fin tJf witcbcr4[t,~ndftubbormffe i; ~jniquiJJ 

~nd idolatry. I Sam. I 5. 22. 2 3. Thinke nbt you; 

felves wifer than your teachers, fo as pro dly to con­

tradict a.nd oppo!e them. A fin not of the c ft mag- • 

nicude : for ~t is f ~t as :t brand o~ infamy upon tho{e 

that were gmlcy of tt ; and as an mfrance of a. notori-

ous fin. Hr{. 4. tit• Thy people ari AJ th~y th~t fl·,+ue with 

the _TreiP. And therefore threatned to be puniilic pro­

pomonably. 'Deut. 17. 12. The m.m tb.it wi/! do pre­

fumpwomly and will not hear~n to tht Pricft ( th.1t ftandeth 

to /1,,Jinifter thue Lefort the Lord tby q od : ) or unto the 

j11Jge, t'Ven tb,1t ,mm Jhall dy, 11nd thou (bit put aiv.9 th,· 

tvill from Jf.ierl. And atl:uJ.lly cenfured by the A. 

pofile. 2 7hcf. 3. 14. If 1tny man 6bey ,wt oH,· TV rdb7 

thi1 Epifile, note that man, ttnd have no c~mpany with him, 

that ht m~.y be ajhamed. And truly, methinkes, the!e· 

word~ of Chrfis ( Mat. 18. 18. Wh8t{oever ye {hill bind 

on eArth, /hall be bound in H~aven ) fuould be as fo many 

thunderclaps to llrike terror into the conkienccs of 

~11 fiuborn and rebellious perfom, who di{obey and 

neglect to heare their Minifiers, -1nd thereby incur Ec­

clcfafiicall cenlures, that they are not only ·condemned· 

and cenfured by chem, but by God likewife :and oekive 

it, firs, its no playing and dallying with fuch cdg-tooks. 

0 therefore take heed kafr you find cau{e one day to be­

waile your folly heer,in, when 'tis too late; and to com­

plain of yourlelves athein Prov. 5. 13. Howb1t'fJc I b,,ted 

il.Zjtrnc1ion, --- and 1'11venu tobt)·ed the_ voice {)f my teachers-, 

nor it:J:lined mim tare to them that i11firHUed me? 

5. Ta~ hutd of impatienct undt,·. tbm ccnfflres, or un­

dervaluing thoughts of them, ·as 1£ th y were but brHta 

fu!min.i, blunt weapoos,like cannons charged with pow-
~ 3 ,.er: 
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der only, which make a great n~life? but do~ executi­on; or like a bee that hath loft h1s.fi111g, which though it may humme, yet it cannot hurt. True; the.y wound not the body, nor prejudice the efrate ( ~iircltly and immediately,) yet are never the leffc terrible forthat, for ( like lightning that meltc; the ~word, and meddles not with the Scabbard,) they fe1ze upon the foule, an i punifh pcrfons in a f piricuall way : they turn them ou of dooer~, as I may !o fay, ( as ma{krs do unruly fervants.,; bybanifhing them from communion with the Church, r:hcy make them to faft ( as Parents do unto­ward children many times,) by d..,~riving them of the bread. of life in the Sacrament of the Lovds Supper. Whereby fuch perfons are in the fl:ate of PubHc ns and heathens. MM. 18. 17. Yea like dogs and fwine . .Alat. 7. 6. Which lurely is no contemptible matter. Yea by thele cenforcs they are bound over to the vcnge .. ance of God, with !uch ftrong cords, which ( >cis true, they may unty by,Repelltanc~, bur) they fha.ll never be able to breake and difintangle themfelves from, by: all their impenitence, a.ad comempt, or any fuch like courfes. · • t tat at 6. Takg heed of being angq with them for their Re;roofeJ. i'.':ri;r:C,t y \V ce ~inifters ~re too apt of our fclve~ to be me.ilie­; ne anger is mouth d many tu~es, a.ad let you aloue tn :riour fins for • , urifull. feare of your difpleafure. A ,Rettifh ,t,Jaticnt maker! the ' : :: thy • Chirurgcon fearch the wound lcff e than is necefiary to a ; 

1
~:t:r~V$ through cure. Now, do not you help forward this hu­.~ ~dJll· , mor in us, and ma~e us. deaJe more unfaithfully with ,:our foules than otnerw1[e we fhould • do. Had you not better heare the worfl: of it now, while there may be remedy, than fee_le the mifcry of )c hereafter when ,.cis too late to l1elpe tt ? And yet how few confider thi ? SP.ldome 1ha1I one meet with a profefior chat can take a clo!e reproof~ patiently : much leffe tl en is it to be found in others, mofi perfons count thofrMinifiers rheir •• • greateft 
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greateftenemy, thctt deale mofr freely, plainly, faith-
fully, and impartially with them. We cannot fpeake eprcofe: 

co them fo tenderly, but they~ re ready to thinke, it is to f~~1h Pt 
dif grace them , or out oi ill will to them, or that we an lrn;{ea; 
make more ado than needs or make them worfe than farewell: 't 
they arc, and are ready to fay, Loolce to your felfc, you hard for 
fhall not anf wer for me. Yea they would, if they could, t~1~~~ von 
flop hi~ ~ou~h from preaching? who would fiop there in the P :a~ 
courfe m fmnmg, as Amaz..i11h did the prophets, 2 Chron. him that i 
25. 16. Ay but one day, fooner or later, y0u will fee tern. 
your own folly herein, and bcfoole your felves, as he Hrn. 

did,Pr~v. 5. 12.Saying, Howhijvelhatedinftruclien"nd 
rny heart defpifed reproofe? And therefore give not way 
to this humor in your {elves, but rither be angry with 
thy (elfe for thy fin, and thou wilt love him that endea-
vours to free thee from it. Count it thy di{eafe, thy 
burden , thine Enemy, and thou wilt be thanktull to him • 
that difcovers this difeafe, and a.dminifters phyfick for 
thy cure; that lends thee his hand to throw off eh is bur-
den ; that forcwarnes thee of this En "'1, aod helps thee 
to fight agai11ft it. 

7. Beware of difregarding their example M not wormy 
your obfervation, or ImitatifJn,. For though, 'tis true., in 
matters of Do Brine they are not infallible, nor in m~ tters 
of Praclifa impeccable and unbl~mcable, yet. as they 
know their duty and the way they fuould walke m, bet-
ter than 0ther~, (ordinarily,) fo likewifc they do many 
times, ( and I {uppofe, ufually,) o taine mor~ gr~ce 
of God than others to be faithfull in their fiations and· 
to be more brightly burning and iliining lights_ than 
others : it being but agreeable to Gods ordinary. 
method of providence,to qualify pcrfons_for thofe . ac s 
he calls them to; !o that they being fet 10 a an ~mm ?t, 
ob!ervablc place,are inablcd ,cc<?rdingly, thr~mgh J Ge, a Mat. >· I ! 

robe of exemplary lives. Tfas excmp_lar!ne:fTe tl ~n 
~eing befl:owed upoa them,partly for the 1m1t.1t1on of o- 1 

thers 



: l.tt. S, 16. 

q'he Peopler 'Duty 

thcr~,fhould not lightly be accounted. of ,as n~t worth the 
taking notice of. People fh:mld not h1Je their eyes fro::n 
beholdiug the b light of their Miniftcrs good workfh m1Jch 
Idle lookc upon it through falf e glaff cs, but fo to f ce and 
obferve it, as to glorify G:>.:i, by an imitJ.tion cl1ereof. 

8. Be~;;re of wrtmging ~nd WfJttnding th~ rn in.their good 
n1imu, either by raijing, ~r reetiving any ill report of 
them: a very frequent and common prach(c with ma­
ny. As it was formerly, Ez:.ek:_ 33. 30 •. Son of man, 
the children of thy people are /fill ta!kJ.nt agatn/1: thee by the 
wall1,md in the doqrs ofthtir hou[u, {o it is frill. How of­
ten are the good names ofMinifrers thrufl: thorough with 
the fharp (words ofbackbiting tongues? •cis the common 
trade that many drive, to cafl: dire upon them, wherever 
they come,but ef peciall y if they cha nee to f py any naked­
neff e, or humane infirmity in fuch an one,then they have 
(ome fcratch for their itch; prdently all the town and 
country fhall ring of it ; infread of covering it with the 
garment of charity, they ( like curf ed Cham) proclaim, 
and divulge ic all abrqad to his;di!grace.Y ea, &eut invtnient 
aut ft1cient; rather then faile, they will invent Come lye 
or other to bla {pheame them, and bef patter their good 
name ~~-ith all. A _fearefull fin, which you fhoold be 
veryfra.1d of. For!a1th God, wherefore were ye ntJt afraid 
t• F,ea~againft my fm,1Ant Mo[es ! 1{,Jtm. 12. 8. q. d. 
What! to f peake againfr my {ervant ! againft Mof es ! 
to difgra.ce any one whom I put {peciall markes of 
honour U?On ! I wonder you would offer it. Nay, ,cis 
a fin of!uch an uily af pelt, that I wonder you durfr be 
fo foole- hardy as to venture upon ic ; that you were not 
afraid of it. And therefore take heed of being either the 
PArent,or N•nfeof fuch a baftat~d, yea divelifh pracl:ife,as 
this; but remember, you mutt be ref p:::mlible both for 
yo1i1r .i,ru and To1t£U!J in chi, ca!e. 

9. Gr11dte ngt their m~intenznce. Bew.1.re either of dc­
t.1i11ingthe w!1•Jle, or d,fra1,di11g them of any part of that 

...... - ~---.. which 
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which is their due either by the L1 wes of Gild or nun. 
This is plainly neither better nor wor!e, than a rob- rc_w.ts or 
bingo_f G3~andfoyouwillfind itone day. A poinr,~~c~~,~!1~ 

that, 1fI m1frakc not, much conccrncs both Impr{)pri- m.1:·of Go 
Ators, and CfJmpounden. ImprupriMc1;·s ; who, if their 1 , am.9.'j 
be any fuchiiu as Sacriledgc ( which I know no reifon bJt nO'",.~ < 

to deny ) are highly guihy of it. For if c:icLer on the Z~~;1~',/ 
one h;ind the Law of god concerning tithes as to tile ta~ ti/e 1 
fubftance ofit, be flill m force, fo clue fuch a propor- tJj God :n P< 
ti(:)n be due to the Minifl:ers of the Gof pell ~s WJS to /n11

,,
1·r.i1. 33 

h P • 11 d L • d l L ' I When ifJJ t e retHS an . ev1ces un er t 1e 1w, cnen mpropri- built th~ T 
ators have no right to chem ; or if on the other hand, o~,nck, 
that Law be: not in force now, yet this is clear, that the was fain c 
perfons who firfl: affigned {uch p0rt-ions out of their e- 1\ 1\r!1e P' 
ftates, did intentionally dedicJ.te the1i1 unto Go :i, and ~ii~g~o;~c~ 
fee them apart for the m:iinrenance of his worfhip and we:e ro fi 
fervice ( however fomecimes their might be fame error w;u-d, E 
in the manner) and {o they became h1llowed things and 3°· 5, 

6
• . 

{ l .d b 1 ,.... d d f 1 1 • now wou , uc 1 as d1 e ong to 1..:10., an con equent y not a 1e1u. God we c~ 
bl-ea.fterwards by any man., or comp.my of men whit- fiay their 
fo:ver,it beiog both againCT: the cloners will; which none lund, frorr 

ouglJt to dt(.mull. ( ~11. 3. 1 >. ) And the nature of ~:0
6;~;";t 

hallowed chmgs, which ought not to be put to a com- om,11• 

moo u[e. Whence we read clue the cenkr-, u(ed by 
Crmth and his complices, though it was flr~rnge fire that 
Was offered in them, yet becaufe they were oJfered before 
the Lord, therefore they were hallowed ancl comnund .. 
ed co be turned into bn,d pi ms for rh, A 't ir, tha.t fo they 
might not be pu~ to any comm~m u(e ag.iin<:. ?{J,1,111. 16. 37. 
38. Befides, being hallowed thin~s, they belong ~ri-
•marih, unto God Lev. 27. 30. - Now he hath appom­
ted hi; Minift:e-rs to be his rccei vers. Num. 18 8. 9. 
The L?rd fpz~ 1mtu A iron, IJCbold I lJtvt' il_(o t1.iv"11thee 
tbe clnrgc of my he.ive-1fferi11g s of all the b.,llo_iv,d thin;J 
of till the childrrn of Ifrael, nntn tbce h;ve I g,';Jen tbem Lev.27 3 , 

H b1 
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.:-• • • - -by re, fon ~f I he •11mint_i"<S ,.wd t-0 ! b7, J-111 by an or~inflnce_fo, ,va, &c. fo that what 1s u1c to GoJ 1s to be p~td to the. 1 •. 

1 itm!,-5 .8. --- let tbe t,·rjjufl b~ rect1mpen_{ed imtv tb~ Lr,r,!t even r,, the Pricfl, q. d. the Prte_frs (then, aud Co_ M1m .. Hers now) are t he Lords Rc~c1ven_; fo that wbicb be­lon<rs to the Lord mu(l be p.ud to them; :11 d what is pJl { co them, it is all onc_as ifit were p.1id int~ Gods. ow:1 hands; fur he allows tt upon account, and gives an acquitt~nce am difcharge for JC, as if received by him-1clt. And therefore except thcfe pcrfo1 s cnn fhow a. Gommiffion from God for tbcir tccciving of them, f uch as he hath given to his Miniftcn, I wou d fain know how they will be ever able ~o anfwer. it to God, and acquit themfclvcs of the gt!11c of ~a~nledge. 1 might addc tbatthcfc revenues being de!1gned for the main .. tcnancc of Gods fervice, as I !aid, i.,. of thofe, whofe bu!incfs and p.1rticuhr calling it is to be employed about Gods wodhip and fcrvice, how can they have a»y r.i(!,ht 
to cat of the Alt~1r, ;Pho fcrv ?1ot ~t the Altttr ! How un rcafonable and unJu!t a thmg 1s it, that they than are notfomuchasinacapacityof<loing the work, lhould have (in a manner) all the w.:1.ges? Minifters plow and fow (~s I may{~ f~y) and Impropriatorsreap the crop ;- nd benefit. M1mftcrs plant the 7:i1;~yttrd., and Im pro .. pri.nors e.1t the fruit tbew.f M1mficrs feed t'he fiock.._ and lmpropri~1.~o~s Mt the milk.[, an9 ta½e the fleece of tbcfi:;tk_::. Tl11S 1s not fa fl:uan~c a thing> rn many places in f.nf l.mcl (bow abfurd and frnfull foever it be~ as the Apoalc makes it, I Cor.9. 7. · 

An:{ then for Compounder s, who ta~e (l will not fay fical) aGoojeam{Jiick._down afe.tithe>·onlJ•, (as we u!ec~ fay) that have larg~. cfiatc~ and proportions, and yet al­low but fame petty _-mconftdcr:ab!e Compofition in lieu of aH, perhaps not a tithe of_ th~1r mhe, let them ferioufly confider, whether Prcfc~1pt1on and Cuftome will bea f\'lffident Plea at Goqs T ribunall. If ·a teuth be fiill due 
- by 
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by G ds Law, ( as I think the lean ed it of them can not 
ai p ove) then I am fore that the Lawof man\-v1Hnc-
vcr xcufe them, tl at lin its it to a twentieth, or fome-
timcs tt may be fcarce ,1 fourtieth p .. rr. For thouo-h the 
Law·of the Land may augment and enlarge, y~ cer-
tainly i_c cannot contract and abri 1ge, what the Lnv of 
God gives and allowes. An inkriour power cannot 

.. , I 

take a~ay a.ny thing due. a. fop riour gives, though ic 
may 0 1ve more. True, tn (oi.11c ci.fes we read of an Lev. 27. 
exch I ge allowable; that the hallowed cbiiig might be 
tl ·ned into money, but then nu indiff~renr pric was to 
be fee upon it tby the Pricfr, and he WJS 1 oc bound to 
Ghange a Noble for nine pence. l have fpok n tbc mo ·e 
concernii:1g the[c things, . bccau[c perfom ( iv.1llow them 
fo eafily wichout chewing, and confide ·ing., tLat though 
they be f weet in tbe mottth, they ivi!-l be bittt;·t• in the be!i_y, a id 
in the end. And therefore Dtware of deY?u, in{!, I r;ly thin}!; s 
in any way whatfoe~cr, bm fee th:it you k_ 1i a t;oot 
confoiencc in thefe dungs, wherein fo many do offrnd, 
that you may be able to purge your felve~, and make 
thatproteftation which the 7ei:ves w~re commanded to 
do, DeHt,26.12,13,14. when tho1e b.ift m1de,m end of 
tit/Jing all the tithes of thine increafr---then tbou /halt fay be-
f9r, the Lcrd t~J God, I h.ive 6rought aw.iy the h.1/for-led 
things oi-tt of mine houfe, ---acco,·dinp, to all thy Comm,wc~c-
ments which thou h if! comm~mded me: I htwi: not tr.infrreJJ ed 
thy Comm11n .e mts, neither j;a~1e I f,rg1tten them: 1 ho1_i..'e 
not cat there9f in my m1Junzing, 1. e. (iis !ome expound it) 
What want focver l have been in, yet durf11 never rc--
lieve my neceffity by ~ob0ing_God of his p.irt, by appro­
pr·acing to my felL or nnployrnJ co my own pnV:ttc ufc 
any thing that ditl belong to him. 

10·. Ceafa w,t to pray for them. He is counted uncivilJ, . 
that if he do h b 1 pafs by one at plow, or meet a tra­
vell~r on the ro:td, will not bid him (!od f}wl: at:d • 
furely he is both unchrifiian and u )dnt1full, chat will 
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not pray for the continuincc at~<l in_crelfe of ~is Mini .. 
Hers oifts and 0r .ices, and for a olei1111g upon his labours. 

'!:> ::, • • d bl .Yet many pr .. iy r.1.tbcr for a qmet an P.~acca e m~n, 
as they call 1_1im, wh~ w~ll ~e ~onrcnt ~tth any t~11ng 
cbey .rrive h1m; not inqmGnvc into their converLmons; 
not b~dic in p~·ying into their fault_s, bu~ ra~hcr winking 
at chem; futh:ring them to walk rn their ftnfull wayes, 
and rake no notice of it. 0 this is tha man for their 
turn! Such a one they pray heartily their Minifrer may 
be; but for his ability and fidelity in the difcharge of his 
place) atid other things of the like nature, they never fo 
much as wifh for. 

Forget not J'Ot-tr Min~/fer s, and their !.ibo11-r of love a­
mong you for your fouls good. Lee them not have oc-­
ca fion co fa. y o~ you, acc~rding to ~he _old Proverb, Out 
·4 fifJJt,out ofmmd :. hcre0yyou will d1fcovcr both your 
ingracimdc and folly. Ic>s taxed as a foul blemtfb upon 
tlut Cicy \Vhich WJ.S delivered hy tbe ,vi [dome of a poor 
n,ije m.121, tb.it no num i'emembred tln ·[mnepoor mm1, Eccl. 
9. t 5. And it was the deftrucl:ion of Jo4h., that he remem­
l,red not tbe ~indnefi whicb JehoiJ.da h,id done to -1,im, 
2 Chron.24.12., &c. Othercfore let it never be !aid, 
that you h:we fo foon for Otte:.n all thofe wholfome in­
firufrions they gave y ul and chafe other kiodneffes 
they !hewed co your i ml~, fo that you fuould not re­
tain a gr11,tef~ll memvri zllof chem fo long as you live. 

T;ikc heed of making default io any of thefe particu­
lars; anci think not chat an inconGderable undcr-r.ate 
Compoficion will fervc for chde dues: for aflure your 
f clves, that if either you detain or defrauJ your Mini­
ficrs of them, God will fine you in treble dammaoes at 
lcaft. An·i therefore be carefull in paying all hthefe 
debts aod duties you owe to them, that there y y u 
may make it appear, that yon Know them (anJ your 
duty to them) wbich t.zb~ur am:mg yrm, and are over you 
and*mifh yon, Amen. ' 
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