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Dother{ball- Knight,

His tionoured Patron, Grace, Mercy, and Peace.

o

Right Worbipfil,
BB G)® 88 < T was one of the flatwe-Lawes
3l of the Fewsfb Theocracy, that,

wife, and [be did bear him fons
or danghters, the wife and her

= f R\ ? children  [bould be her Mafters.
$19 &SV @4 An Ecdlefiatticall Benefice, 1s by
fome Authors called a wife : fuch a wife, endowed
with 2 competent Portion, you Wwere pleafed freely
and undefervedly to beftow upon mc = and be-
tween us this tender Infant (this weak Tractate )
is brought forth, which by the tenor and obligation
of the former Law, belongs to you.. wil you
now be pleafed to own it upon this confideration,
and look wpon #t for its velative, though not for any
reall inherent. worth 5.and to let {ome drops of
that love and kindnefs, which you have done, and
do continually pour upon the head of its unworthy
Author, fall down upon it. Let that pity,- chari-

ty, and hofpitality, which all forts do fo frequently
experiment’

If a Mafter gave his [ervaBt 4 pyod o |

e



4

T be Epiftle Dedicatory,

experiment, be extended to this poor expofed birth.
Befides, as you are Lord of the Mannonr in which
it was firft conceived and born, fo it owes ho-
mage to you, and I am confident ‘is ready to pay
fust and [ervice to you, according to its utmoft ca-

pacity and poflibility. -“Will you be pleafed but

to make triall.of its fervice, and fee whatgi¥ can do
for you, and hearken to its voice,. as Naaman to
the little maides, 2 Kéngs 5. 2,4,5.,  And though
'tis true, you ftand not in need of fuch a fervant,
yet it may ftand in need of fuch a Mafter: and
therefore it begs the favour of one of your retain-
ers, which I likewife crave inits behalf, that it may
ferve as a publike monument of my gratitude, and

teftifie to all that I am
Sir,
Your moft obliged

and deveted Servant,

Samuel Clarke,




f‘% S it hath long been the kappinelS of this
Y| wnwortly Lawd, to have had great flore
O of faithfull Paftors ( and long may it
fo continne) [o ds it the ageravated
I i uﬂ/uppinjc}; of too many, that they know
not the worth and nfe of this mercy 5 but lofe ity and
twrn it to the increafe of their fin and “mifery, by
contemptuoms difefleem, [upine neglelt,  ox obftinate
difobedience;  Some ufe the name and [haddow" of the
Miniftry to quiet their confciences, while they live a
worldly flefbly life, and are firangers to the Spirit
and power of* the Gofpel, and perbaps abhorre, or at
leaft ‘refufe, to live by faith, a holy and heavenly
converfation : as if the Minifry were appointed by
certain formalities to blefs the mngodly and the Hy-
pocrites, whom: God, condemneth . and to chaym thofe
into Heaven, that God hath [aid [ball not come there.
Others do honour them, while they bumonr. them in
their opinions, o7 crofs them not'in Ythe way of their
Jenfuality, ambition, covetonfuefs, or autfide hypocri-
ticall [elf-deceiving Religion, - But if Paflors will be
: 8 ' : Paftors,

o




To th R eader,
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Paftors, gwiding, and not following the humours of
the people s and if they will be fauhfull, refolving.
rather “to profity than. by flattery. or infull. filence
and omiffions ard’ complyances to pleafe,, they [ball
then be the objedt of the anger of fome, the cenfures of
others, the [corns of oo many, and it’s sell if nop pe-
venge and perfcention.  Were Lawyers @ defpitefully,
contemptuonfly, and unworthily ufed by their  clients,
and Phyficians by their Patients, and the Teachers of
ary Language:s Arts, or Sciences, by their Difciples,
you may eafily conjecture how it wonld be born, and
what wonld be the effeéts and confequences, But it
ecms it 5 Heaven only, and the way and gwides that

lead to Heaven, that maft be patiently [leighted; wi-
lified and abufed, And if our blefJed Lord, the Cap-
tain of our [alvation, in whom they profefs to place
all their hopes, muft practically be rejected; it befeem-
eth not his [ervants to be impasient of mens ingra-
titnde and. contempts Readers, becanfe as it . not
having food, bur eating it that muft nourilb. you, #or
having cloathes, éut wearing them that mmft. keep you
warm, nor having a Phyfician, but opening your ca-
fes 1o him, and taking and following his advice, that
muft cure yous [0 it # por having faithfull Paftors,
but underflanding their Cffice, and ufe, and dpplying
your [elves to them for neceffary advice in publike
and private, and [ubmsitting 10, their holy Minifirati-
ons, that muft make you: [avingly partakers of whe
blefling of thein Office and labowrs. We recommend
this Sermon 1o your perufally and praitice, which with
plainnefs awd brevity acquainteth you more partioular-
Iy with your duties, in relation to thofe that are over
Yo%
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| - To the Reader,

you in the Lord, befecching you to believe and eox-
fider, that if you own, defend, and maintain  your
Teachers, and yet do not heartly and refolvedly es-
tersain and obey the heavesly mefJage which they bring
you, you are in the way to Hell among Sermons and
koly Ordinances, s well as Heathens are, that [in in
greaser darknefs.  He that hath ears tobear, let him ;
bears I am

Novemb. 1,
1660,

L]

Towr faithfull Moniter, 3 : |

Richard Baxter.




'To the Chriftian' Reader,

Chriftian  Realer,
-g T isan cffc& which fallsurder the commsn oblervation of  the narreweft

and moff unappretenfive. capacities - Thac masy things do move eon~
trary to.their proger.and pasticular inclinasion for the generall be,
ncfic and good of the Univer e 2 The canfe where f Rbilofophers
e to'be, ne detur vacuum. A confideration of fomething pavallcll
10 thisin morality , bash vioved me, contrary to. wy gencrall refolution a-
gainfl all (uch artempes, to clofe wirh thoughtsef the publication of my weake
endezwonr s vpon this (ukjcd®, For havizg occafion to take notice that ( as far
a5 my litele veading aud intelligence '

g Id enable meto difcerne) this fub
jeit 4 moe [o fully ard thorowly hardied as might be defired by amy onc of
1hsfe mary that bave written of Relative duties, and yer 1t beirg of fogreat
concernwent for the peace and [eitlement of the Church , efpecially. after eur fad
; diftractions and divifions, and for the reducing of thmgs inte fome order a-
e guin, I theughs fuchaforry b [hmight ferve vo fop this gap, 1i4 fome better
materials were provide!, and 4 more cffectuall remedy adminiftred, ly an
= ablerband :  Sotbat 25 peaples neglet of their duty fir[3- moved me to preach

oithis Subjed; (o want of [ufficient meanes therowly to know 1their duty,
orket eam qui prevailed with ime to pring it, ' Aud a5 _yow(ce it # [ct out in a plain garb, E
j druit rudes  and familiar fiyle, a5 being calculated for the Meridian of Country-ca_aci-
2 ;
i

R

ties, which ufually fur the generality are not of any greas latitude; And there-
in- fore fome of the particulars bere publifped were owstied in the Preaching, be-
caufe in o ll probability they would have flown ever the beads of moft, if not of 1
it o ap- al of my bearcrs : and I defirc to fboot juft breaft-bigh, and 10 aim cfpecially g
8  Gratian. 4t the bearts, or boxcver nevey above the bedds of my  Auditors. 4 gain, ;
= orber paffazes may fecm pofome abominable truchs, whichthey are unwilling ‘
1o bear and 1akeworice Cf, and yer they cavuor tell b w 10 gainfay 3 but 1f !
2 : truths,they muf} zot be alwayes thrown afide and difregarded 5 they muft nei-
3 ther be alwayes concealed by HMinifters, nor megleited by pesple: and wh.t i
. more fisting (eafon for the declarirg of them, then fuch en spporturity? And

2
lafily, [eme 1hings may be d: fpurable, which all donot agreein3 concerning

which af any ene fhell veuchfafe noftras effe aliquid putare nugas, and fo far
1 5  inbance 1he price of thews, a5 tovendcr them confiderable by 4 publick refuration,
SR Litigandi  yer I do not take my [cIf bound 1o enter the lifis with any one in their defence,

’ witus oft Ec- axd 0 cngage ix fuch @ gnarrel; for my defign (as hath been [aid) was only s0 il
fre [cabics.  gcquaint people wirh their (muchnegledfed) duty, wherein ¢ have given them ’
‘ {5 rotton. wry judgement of whar came iz my wiy : of any be otherwife mindcd in any of
; < the particulirs, 4 [hall not quarrel with them. There are too many diffcrencesin
5 the ¢ hareh already de lanA caprin, about thefe extra efjextial points, which

Fave made it very % [cabbedoI bad rathcy frcke than icratchit, be a peace-
maker than a peace marrer, My aim is 1o quicken thofe that are remifS, 0 :
- practife net vo pravoke the learned o contend. And if this Difcourfe may be any
| way ufcfull 19 thee in 1his way give God the glory, and pray for a furiber blef-
fing upon b exdeavenrs, who i

pYi 77{‘\ Thineinths Lord,
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1 Theflal.g. 12.

And e befeech you, Brethren, to know ey B
them which labour amoig you, and are
over you in the Lord, and admonifb
Jou.

e oe% He {ubjed of thefe words,though, Trodustios. ! }'
T8 it may be, not {o toothfvme and : '\

?é%;;? acceptable to fome palates, yet, : g
o~ ye Tam fureit isboth whol[ome and ‘
Ba7e® profitable,yea and neceflary too;
%ﬁ‘ﬂj there being no way toHeaven
~ butby Chriff *;no way to Chrift « Joh.r4.5.
but by Fasth® 5 no way to faith but by Hearing © 5% Johraz. |
no way to hear but by a Preacher ¢ 5 no likelihood of © ¢ Ro-xo-14;
profiting by what he preaches, without fome efteem 4
of,and affection to, both his doétrine and perfon ¢, and « Mar.6.4,3.
a competent performance of the other duties bereafter 'z
to be mentiened. And therefore confulting rather
how to profi then to pleafe people,] have made choice ,
of thefe words to be handled at this time : which I (
may call The peoples directory,how to carry themfelves
toward their Minifters. I glofs them thus: \
5 And] ;
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2 The Peoples Duty
ication. And] or,But, 1. @u Though Priﬂ/lfé charitative edi-
fication, ( mentioned in' the words immediately pre-
ceding the Text)be tobe endeavoured,yet not to the
prejudice and'difadvantageof publike and authoritative,
Dauties muft not ftarv,eat up,or juftle out one another,

No; God will hane mercy avd [aerifice both,in this fenfe

--we7) 'The Minifters and Meflengers of Chrift,au-

i st thorizéd. by him. 7o bind and. loofe, 1.e, (accor ding to
e the common ufe of that phrafe among Fewsfh writers )
52 to teach you whatis lawfully what unlawfully what
you ought to do, and what to forbear : And more
particularly and elpecially, ¥ Panl,who am guided by

the unerring Spirit of God in what I now write to

ou,and require of you,

--befeech) Though we might be much bold in Chrift,

( i.¢: in his Name, and by vertue of that authority he
hathgivenus ) o enjoyn. you that which is fitting and
convenicnt, and réquire your obedience theretos yet

for loves fake, to fhew our affeGion and love to you,

and our gentlenefs and mildnefs towards you, we be-

(sech and entreat, as if it were fome great courtefie

and kindnefs to our felves; whenas it is your own

greateft concernment,,
->yos] The private members of the Church of

1§ T hefJalontca, and in you, all Chriftians of yourrank
j ‘ and place to the end of the world,
F& | _-Brethren] Though,'tis true,you be our younger

i Brethren,as I may o fay, (for we are Elders ) and fo
oughit to be guided by us, yet becaufe you are our
brethren.and children of the {ame Father and Mother,
5 therefore we deal thus gently,lovingly and refpectful- |
ly with you,

==10.




to their Pafbors,

=*20 know 7] W hichiis.not meant:of a-bare perfonal,
but of a practicall knowledge, ( forverba fenfus &)
i.e. {0 to carry yourfelves as befits the relation you
ftand in.

«<them that labour among g0 ] 1.e. your Minifterss
whofe calling is a-painfull, Iaborious imployment ; how
fleight foever fome make of it : for Selemon

. ety W HETN |
faich, Mach fludy, or, reading (372 which Lauther ven- :

ders pivitgen, preaching,) 4 « wearinefS 1o the flefh,
ay-and to ithe fpirits too, {pending them more then
any bodily exercife what{oever ; ias appears by thofex , .
confumptions , apoplexies, and fuch like difeafes, Cierics b

which Minifters are more {ubjeét tothen others, may and o |

. to difp. !
-sand are over you in the Lord 1 Whom God hath © difplay ¢

2 colours ank

fet to'be your fpirituall Parents, 1o bheget you Hnto enfignes ¢
God 5 and Nurfes,tofeed you with the fincere milkiof thiv cenfy

? 3 : againft Fil.
the wordsand Guides,to dire& youin yourway-tolHea- ccs, whoy !

vens and Phyficians, to counfell you tor your fouls late their pi

good. And therefore: thonghyou ‘be never fo hig_h;

tke and (i3
emn Qath,

and much above them in-other refpe@s, yet in thefe raife & m: |
refpects they are above you, yea above the higheft, open warr |

: SRS againft Jefi
For as Minifters are no where in Scripture exempted cChrift. ki

from the fecular power, {o nor * Magiftrates .from 'an C>’S_f;~
the Ecclefiafticall ; but it there ‘be an [*omnss ignima’) 17 f 178

- Kings again

that reaches Minifters; Ho there’s a Coewpnfoungue]] card. verrd
that includes Magiftrates. 113 B

5 im40.
-~and admentfh you,) orsinflruct you, Where yonare «gom 3.1

faulty, they muft deal plainly:and truly with you, and Let every fon

g : be fubreéf to1
reprove you for your mifcarriages, and teach youhow ; gff‘(_,,"pwf_,

to behave your felves better,and as becomes Chri- © joh 2023

{ olalo }
ftians, Whofefoever

2 fins ye remit
The words thus opened and anatomized, thewyoug. =~

B {fome-

¥




Ufervation.

The eoles Duty

fomething that concerns the Minifiry, and {omething
that concerns the People or Populaey;That which con-
cerns Miniftess is, A defcription of them, both by
their digmity, that they are over their people in theo
Lord y and by their dury, more generally, they la-
bour among you; and more efpecially, they admonifh
yous0r inflruct you.
That which concerns the People, is their Daty to-
wards their Minifters, viz. to know them 5 and this
earneftly prefled upon them, by a moft friendly and
patheticall fupplication, We be[eech you,Brethres 5 ma-
nifefting both the weightinefs and concernment of
this duty; as alfo the neceffity of performing it.
Hence many Doétrines might eafily be ratfed, but
I fhall only take up that point that lies uppermoft
nextmy hand, and whichis the principall intendmen
of the words 5 vz,
God expelts and requires of people,- that they [honld
carry and behave them[elves towards their Minifters,
as 48 befirting [uch arelation : that they [bould diligently
perform all thofe duties towards their Minifers that he
hath commanded them. Thes® Commandment en-
joyns the duties of all relations 5 now there beinga
neer,and neceflary relation between Paflor and people,
the duties of each,and therefore of people to their Pa-
ftor, as well as of Paftors to their people, are these
commanded.  But you will find the full proof of the
Point in thofe feverall particular duties which people
owe to their Minifters, which are as follow, ~ High
Eftimations Singular Affection,Diligent Attendance,
Ready Obedience,Patient Submiffion, Humble Meek-

nefs, Holy Imitation, Carcfull prefervation of their
Credit,
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to their Paflors,

Credit, Cheerfull Maintenance, Fervent Prayer, and § 1
Gratefull Memoriall.  Where, by the way, pray you ) ! |
take notice, that I lay spon you no'other, or greater E
burden, than thefe nece([ary things plainly held forth in
Scripture,
The firft duty that people owe to their Minifters 1
( for I begin with thofe which are next neighboursto f |
the Text) is g
1. A high Eftecrs and Account of them. Efteem High Eftima
them wery highly,ver.13. Marke: An ordinary Efteem “™
will not {erve the turn: He contents not himf{elf with
the bare word of [ Effeesn ] but adds two other words
to fet forth the wonderfull high efteems you fhould have
of them. ’Tis not enough to efteem them after an
ordinary manner as you.do other men, bat you muft
efteem them Highly, or * abundantly : nor is that yet* 2« mewod. & |
enough, but you muft do it b over and above abun- T * ™ | \
dantly, o beyond meafure, as a phafe < very neer of c Al u m
kin to it isrendred, Mar 6.21. presi. ;
'The like expreflion is not ufed concerning any o- :
ther fort of men what ever.  "Tis but 4 Homonr the a y per1.17. -
King : and © Honour thy F ather and Mother [ Honour } ¢ Exod.g.12. :
barely, without any moreadoe s but here "us Effeem !
shem wery highly, - This is elfewhere called Double-
Honowr, 1 Tim.5.17. A fingleis not {ufficient. They _
L muft have « double portion of Honour to other men : '
not only a Child's portion, but a Firft-borns pertion,
into whofe place they are adopted® ' People are'ryymp, 5 1
commanded alfo to Hold them in reputation, Phil.2,
29, Yriuw T, ESteem thews preciows 8, your Jewels.g S the wor ;
and treafures , or Honourable b, accounting their ve-" ;f;”:_{;eifg.f \
1y feet (much more their other parts) beantifullye. timudesg
; . B3 Rl O, Srmthomms

i i et e

man then ¢
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King. 12.14.

i /9e Teoples Dﬁty

Rom. 10,15, ’lhus [hL G alattans pmcd and rated
* Paul, when they counted him #s 4n Angel of God,yea
even as Fefuws Chrift : and Cormelins,Peter, when he
gave thim {uch extraordinary reverence and refpect :

yand 1meed a little too much 5 as appears by Perers

words;ver;26, And the ptoylc of Antiech,Chy v[aﬁpm,
when they «cried out upon his filencing, /fatiss eff ﬂt‘
Sol non luceat, quasn C%;y[o/fom% non r’ ceat : bett
that the Sun.fhould be eclipfed, then Chryfoffome ﬁ-
lenced. Yearthusdid Foeafhan Id(\i_zrﬂi Ve lue and re-
{peét the Prophet Elifba, whenhe cried out, upon E-
lifha’s being fick, 0 way fathersmy father, the char et of
Ifaac L amd ithe ka;/cn’cnlbcrc’uf Nay:the very Hea-
thens (-who theretore will rifeup in judgment againft
many Chriftiansy fet fuch a high price upon “thieir
diabolicall Votaries, l at one of the Romﬂne Confuls
riding in his ¢hariot, and leeing a Prieft and {fome ve-
ftall virgins going on ico[ defcended and would not
gointo it again, till they werefirft plared

Yet miftake me not inthis point: 1 would not be
underftood to fpeak fo much of outward refpect ; we
do not ftand fo.mach upon that, 1 do not fay, the
Honour yowowe:to us,is {uch as is duetoMa g iftrates,
and the great men of the world : wedo notchall enge
to our {elves, reither that civill authority, ‘or the fe
titles, or that outward pomp-and {tate, or that wealth
and-abundance that is due tot em, No our meflage
is {pirituall; our Mafter 15}1e\wen{\,“nj his Kingdom
1snot of this.world, and‘therefore his Officers muft
not gape after worldly Honour, ‘But, as in his {er-
vants he looks principally to the heart t, and will be
worthipt-in {pirit, {o that honour chat belongs to us,

is




to their Paflors.

is chiefly inward and fpirituall 5 confifting efpecially ‘
> ina_high efteem of the Excellency, Weceffity, and : |

Utility of our calling and emplyment.” And yet i

withall, as we muft ferve God' with our bodies, 4s

well as our fouls, 1 Cor.6.20. and it isias impoflible

there fhould be true inward devotion without {fome i
outward expreflions fome time or other, as foran ik
opacous body to be in. the light of the Sun without 2

cafting a fhadow 5 fo letme tell you, that where chere
is an inward Honour and refpect, it is impoffible, but
that that man that underftands himfelf, {hould make
fome_outward manifeftation thereof in a civill way s

which; particalarly,in this cafe,muft be done, partly in

words, T Tim.5.1. Rebuke wot an Elder, but entreat

bim as_a Father.. Rebuke net, @ ¢mmi&ws, Jerke him |

not, la(h him not, chaftife him not with the fcourge of 1

the tongue 5 handle him not roughly s box him not - | \

about the ears with any uncivilly difrefpectfulllan- ;

guage, by prating to him, as Divtrephes did, 34 Ep.

0hU. 10, Abpms mvizis onvevars  prating with evilt

wards, You muft nottalketo them faucily,malepert:

ly,impudently jin{olently, fharply rovghly. flightingly,

or any way unhand(omely : but entreat them as Fa- g
thers, {peak reverently, ﬁubmi(ﬁvcﬂy} hambly.refpect-

fully to them,as ctildrento thieir Parents, "It you find :

. any thing rebukeable in them, you muft'tell chemof A

" it in an humble manner, and estrear them to be more

: cautious for the time to-come: and partyy i gestures; ,

by a refpe@full carriage towards them: as ©badrah f

t the Governour of King Ahab’s houfe, meeting with z

Eljjab, fell on bis face betore him. Cultum cxhibens, ! \

#on ut Petro Cornelius,aut Fohannes Angelo, Divinmmsy Kingis.1. |
nee




nec mere tamens ut fratres Fofepho, civilem , [ed [piri-
p 1

twalem quendam, 41qs €o_NOMINE quos effet Propheta :

; qualis erit & Angelis, [icubi [pectantur; tribuendus,
‘ {aith the Author of the Anonymous Annot. printed
§am.28.14. Cantabr, 1653, Even King Saulallo flosped with his
: face to the grownd,and bowed himelf before him,whom

- he conceived. to be Samucl. And Alexander the

feth. Amit: - Great, whenhe faw Faddua the High Prieft, alighted
from his horfe, and humbled himfelf with much re-

: verence uato him : and, €Cosflaniine when he entred
into the Synod of Nise, bowe d him[elf very low unto

the Bifnof\s there affembled, and f{ate not down untill

they defired him, And well may it be thus, that peo-

st | ple fhould {o highly Efteem, Honour and Reverence
b 1 their Minifters, fince
b ' Their Calling is the moft honourable in the world:

for, they are Meffengers (or Angels ) of the Lord of
ICor.5 20 Hoffs 5 and Emballadors of God. Wow, a {peciall
padoris Meflenger fs=a=Meflenges fent after an honourable
- manuer from fome great perfonage to reprelent his
own perfon: and therefore the dignity of an Embaf-
fadors place isgreater or lefs according to_the excel-
Jency of his Mafter that fends him. They then being
Embafladors of God, who is King of Kings and Lord
of Lords, fent in his own » ftead, their Calling muft
needs be honourable in a {pitituall way, as I faid be-
fore. Hence alfo they are called, Angels, Elders,
Rulers, Overfeers, Fathers, Lights, all which call for
and belpeak, {efteem, honour, and refpect. ~ Yea
even many who feem in their words molt to vilifie and
undervalue the Miniftry, yet by their actions difco-
verahigh efteemof it 5 in that they invade it with

{o

tal.a.7.

t2 Cor.g,20:




to their P aflors.
fo much eagernefs, and earneftnels.  For who goes
a wooing to a poor forlorn maid or widdow that hath
nothing of worth in her ¢ This then being their due,

B
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. asyou have feen, Render tothem their due---honour to 1
whom hononr belongs, Rom.13.7. |
2. A fecond due is, Ssngnlar Love and Affeition, Singular At {

Eftcem them very bighly in love. Ot, Count them "3iow |
more than exceedingly dear. They muft have 2 {Pe- gi charss duce
cialty in their peoples affection.  Thus the Galatiars 4. Beza.
loved Paul {0 entirely that they would have pul’d ot ic{gf;f‘;f;
their own eyes to have done himgood. So did Aquila
and Prifcilla, when for his life they laid down their own
necks - refolved to ftick clofe to him whatever it coft
them. And good Obadiab came not behind any of
them in love, when, not without adventure of his .
life, he hid the Lords Prophets in caves, from the 1 King.s, 4. [
rage of Fezabel. .Alexander the Great was wont to ; i
fay, that he was more beholding to his Mafter 4rs- ’
Jotle, then to his Father Philipy -for that. he had his
| being only from the one, and his well-being from the
L other, And furely if we owe love toour naturall pa-
L ents, as authors of our zemporall life; bow much
more s due to our [psrituall parents, who have begot- ;
& ten us by the immortall feed of the word, #nto 4 bleffed
L and eternall life? :
And truly tis but equall that people fhould thus i
B intirely love their Minifters, becaufe theirMinifters ‘
| domoft paffionately affect them.Witnefs that ftrange ,_
with of Panl, I could wifh that my felf were acewrfed Rom gz, |
L (orfeparate) from Chrift, for my brethren, my kinf- j
men according to the flefb. Where fome lay the em- |
phafis upon the word [ cenld, ] é.d. ibit-were poffible

. to
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to be done, and lawfull to be defired, T cou/d find in
alls Power of my heart to doits  Others thus: He doth not with
pdlinefs. 2. ¢ ’be made the enemy of Chrift,but only, not to en-
joy the blefled vifion of Chrift: not of an elect perfon

to be made areprobate,but,remaining a chofen yeﬂcl,

to be deprived of the glory of Fhe elect, _ that his ble_‘

thren might be favedshowever it was a high and admi-

rable ftrain of heroicall love. So 17hef:2.8. Being

iusnberon, € affoiFionately defirous of you, we were willing to have
:!grgp&‘t'&t“{ imparted to You, not the Gofpell of God only, but our
lifewhere in own [onls alfo, becanfe ye were a’c"ﬂr unto ws. True,the
qeNew Te- Glarians would have parted with their eyes for Paul;
g Ao ay, but he would part with his foul ( 7.¢ hislife ; ei-
l)i;:nllofr) o- Lhc):r by pains in preaching, or by perfecution ) for the
:ef‘b"‘a“(;":;{}.‘c Thefalomians here.  Seeallo 2 Cor.2.4. and 12.15,
E T The(.3. per totum. Phil.1.7,8, and 2.20, And this
b dia 8wy alfois thetemper of every faithfull Minifter in fome
Srihile ¥ yir- meafure 5 as appears by thm readinefs to {pend and
W sy 2. be fpent in the {ervice of their peoples faith. Now
Imnes a5 47042, then, if there be ‘ou; the leaft fgzn‘k of good nature in
-k awriiy oy you, this cannot but ingage you in the ﬂrongeﬁ bonds
e of love to themagain, Magnes amoris, amor. And
Chryf. bom. in gherefore if you will not amerem tmperdere, freely
A gjﬂl:;,ﬁ vouchfafe them your love, yet are you bound, amorem
W wrding ¢- rependere, to requite their love withlove. But yet
pesid ¢ wichal] obferve, that you muft not love them meer-
Z,ﬂéﬁ,wzzﬁv ly, nor only upon this account, becaufe they love
judnsusins ¢ you. por yet for the excellency of their gifts, cour-
::,‘“(p;;f;“;;’ tefie, liberality,or the like 5 but prmcxpal!ly,jor their

Saondiwy 7 works [akes becaufe they teach you to know God,
fpavir, cmy” aghey are the inftruments of your converfion and

Yl vwy .
éﬁ'iﬂ: : regencration 5 open Heaver gates unto you; make
| ~ you
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you partakers of a Kingdom ; inform you of your
duty, reprove you for &epping afide, and admonith
you of your mifcarriagess for this is part of their
work,ver.12. and for this works [ake,you muft count
them dear 5 even for their admonition, and reprehen-
fion, as well as for theur exhortation,and confolation,
This is right Jove, and indeed fuch a love,as that they
which can find it in their fouls, may take much com-
fort therein, as being a very good fign of fincerity,

3« Diligent dttendance upon them for Inftruétion, piligent Ac.
whereby firft people muft feek unto their Minifters tendance.

privately for fatistaction and refolution in any thing
they are ignorant of, or fcrupulous about : So they
are directed to do; Mal.2.7. The Pricfts lips [bould
keep knowledg, and they ( the people ) [hould [eck the
Law at bis mouth : not only, out of their own brains,
norout of their books. - It’s no praife for them to be
dvrediduilor, {€lf-taught 5 as Anftin reports of Anthony
the Monk: left they have caufe to complain with

Ferom, Having noother guid whom I might follow, I Nulum previ- |
had the worft Mafler that could be, viz, my [elf. Buc fJcamwenspef-]

fimum Magi-

they muft be ©e«dudlor, taught of God, inwardly by ftrum memerip- .

his Spirit, outwardly by his Minifters. Hence Corme-/im babeo,
lins was appointed by the 4mgel to fend for Peter , a&s 10.5,6.

and Paul is {ent by Chrift himielf to Ananias for in- -

ftruction 5 and God fends the people to the Priefts to
berefolved ina Law- cafe, And it is obfervable, that
this was the ordinary pracife of the Difciples, when
Chrift had taught any thing in publike which they
undesftood not 5 toask him privately aboutit. Mark
4.10, Andwhen he was alone, they that were about bims
with the twelve; asked of himthis Parables i.e. the

Ca2 meaning

9. 6.
ag.2.11.

it o R 5
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The
meaning of it. So again Mark77.17. and 10,10, Yet
thev {hould not enquire fo much concerning donbe-

full difputations (asthe Avpoftle calls them)) and #o-

“tionall points (as the woman of Samaria queftioned

Chrift about the great controverfie then in-fafhion,
between the Jews and Samaritans, concerning. the
Jace of worfhip (though there may be time and place
for thefe alfoy as about practicall cafes of confctence,
that thereby they may learn rather how to de better,
thento knew more : which was the firft and principall
care of the Jailor, when his heartwvas toucht, 4¢s 16:
30, Sirs, what muft1 do to be [aved 2 S0, Sir, How
may Twalk more holily, enjoy more communion with
God, get power over fuch a corruption ¢ and the like?
2. They muft watch all opportunities of publike In-
firuction s As one that attends upon another waiss
his leifure, and is ready upon all occafions 5 fo people
muft be ready not only on the Lord’sday, butona
week day, if opportunity be offered, to hear the
word. They muft lye dasly at wifdoms gates, Prov.8.
34. andat the pool of Bethe[ds,” Thus the peopleof
God are defcribed, Calling upon> and quickning one
another hereto. Efay 2.3. Many people [ball ay,Come
and let wh go wp to the. mowtaln of the Lord, to the
houfe of the God of Facob. And firting in his prefence.
Eztk.33.31.--they fit before me asmy people.And Da-
vid rejoiced in fuch opportunities, I was glad when
they [aidunto nee, Let w8 go inte the houfe of the Lord,
But efpecially
3. They muft hearken diligently, and heed, and
give attention to whatis delivered. 'Prov.4.1. Attend

so knew underflanding. Fix thy quick-filver mind,
and
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and fez thy [elf to heary as Fehofhaphas did to pray,
Thus did Lydia, She attended to the things that were A&s 6.1 i
[poken of Paul. - And the people on Chrift, who mere Lok 15.4 1
very attentive to hear him s or, they hanged npon him, s3sxpial 5
as Birds do on the bills of their Dams for food. They :
did as it were, hang their ears upon his lips.  They ‘
gaped aftex his words. 4 -
And here it may not impertinently be enquired, €4/ Confe
Whether it be lawfull for people to makea common
practife of going from their Minifter that God hath fec
over them, to hear another ¢
Tan{wer briefly, It’s not without good groumds Sof. =
generally refolved by Divines, that if the Mmiﬁer}(';‘;L[:’}‘_Jgf%
of a place be {uch an one as isapproved by the Church Baxt. Chrij|
of God for his ability, faithfulnels, -and diligence in his oncd g
lace, fo that there is no juft exception to be made a-
gainft him, it isnot lawfull for any of his flock togo ;
ordinarily from him to bear another becaule he isin ‘
amore eipeciall manner appointed by God towatch
over them and, it’s to be fuppofed, that he is better ,
acquainted with their temper and condition, and con- ; \
fequently is beter able to fuit himfelf to their occafi-
ons, then another who is but a ftranger to. them, or i
not {o well acquainted with them, And befides, it
would bring confufion inta places, which God allows
not of. ;
As for that common pretence of many, that they i
cannot fo well profit by their own Minifter, as ano- h
ther, Ianfwer, Ifhebe fuchanone, asis before de- ;
feribed ( for Twould not be thought to bean advo- '
cate for anyidle, ignorant, or infufficient perfon, of | §

which fort, God knowes, too many ywere. put 1o
C 3 places

Ty

1 Cor,14:3
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places n thete htcx times : I\ao- let Baal plead for
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himfelfe, forme: but) if; I fay, he be fuchan one
as is before mentioned, then vou had need to ex-
amine y our hearts, ﬁnu y, ‘whether there be no fault
in your felves. For I'muft needs {ay, T cannot but
think that generally (I'will not fay, al'wwes Yy the de-
fect is rather in your felves that you do not profit,
than in your Mmifter. My reafon is p].unly this.
Becaufe our profiting by any mans Miniftery depends
principa 1% nay \\.mhy (for /:(’IM’? M that plants,
wor he that waters, is any thing ) upon the bleffing of
God, and affiftance of' his Spmt and not upon any
mans parts, gifts, and abilities: Infomuch that our
Saviour C!ﬂzﬁ mn{df though,He [pake zs never man
[pake, Joh, 7. 46, mo"t gr Laoum, to admiration,
Luk.4.22, moft powerfully and ¢eémonttrativ ely, to
conviction, Luk.14.6. Mat.22.46, yethad not fuch
fuccefs in his Miniftry as many of his Apoftles, &e-
caufe the Spirit was not yet given in that plentifull man-
ner, asaf ter\\m‘ds, Foh.7.39. Now the blefling of
God being * promift, and {o belonging as well to one
true meﬁel of Chrift as another celtvn A
there be any defect, and want of proﬁtm(‘ tis not
on Gods part, buton ours. ’Tis true, God being
wont to concur with meanes according to their natu-
rall capacity and efficacy, where he hath beftowed
greater gifts, it may reafonably be {uppofed, that,
caterss panéw, he doth concur with 2 great-
er degree of efficacy and affiftance " ; whence
wee ﬁnde the gaine an{werable to the talents,
Mat, 25 .15, 17, and therefore people under
fuch an eminent Miniftery , may be more edi-

fied,




to their Paflors. 15

fied, yet it warrants not others to forfake their own
Minifter upon this account, for the Reafons fore-
mentioned,

But yet to grant with the moit 5 Suppofe that any
fhould not yet be fatisfied, but, after much experi-
ence & dealing impartiallywith themfelvs,they do find
that they can profit far more by another thanby their
own Minifter, yet they muft notgo to another con-
ftantly,or ordinarily without the confent and leave of
their own Minifter. Becaufe by Gods Ordinance
they owe duty to him as their Superior in all things ,
that concern their fouls ( asfhall be fhewed prefent- {
ly ) Andlikewife, they are bound to feek his com- ‘
fort, and give him all good encouragement, that he 4
may do the work of his Miniftery with joy and chear- y
fulnefs, Heb13.2

4. Ready andchearfull Obedience. Enjoyned plain- reua, oses
ly and fully, Heb.x3.7. » Obey them that have the rale dience. .
everyou 5 even your ordinary Paftors. Mentioned w,ﬁﬁ‘}z‘g
alfo in feverall other places, Ifa.50.10. Who s there fies fuch i
among you, that feareth the Lord, that obeys the voice ;z;"’?rﬁio_“ j
of his Serwant ? i.e, Prieft, or Prophet, - ( Where, war: (f)ru'ﬁ['
by the way, Obferve, That’tis the property ot one himfelf un
that truly fears God to obey his Mmifter,) 2 Cor. fonﬂff;‘wvg
2.9. Forthis enddid I write; that I might know the over him, [}
proof of you, whether ye wonld be obedient 1n all things, “ee inlo
alargeword. And 7. 15. Hp inward affeition s
more abundant towards yon, while he remensbreth the
ohedience of you all, how with fear and. trembling you :
received him. Her€s a univerlality of perions, : as in }
the former place, of things, - All perfons muft be o- :
bedient inall things. And this was myftically i‘epre:(;1

ente
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(ented in Ezechiels Vifion, where the wheels were
guided by the four living Creatures, 2, & » people, by

their Paitors and Minifters. Thus much, I fuppofe
will be teadily and generally granted, being {0’ plain-
ly and pofitively enjoyned : all the difficulty s,

Concerning the extent of this Obedience : How
far forth, and wherein people are bound toobey their
Paftors. This thereforewe fhall alittle enauire into,
and the rathet becaufe fome who yet pretend great
refpet and friendfhip tothe Miniftery, dofo clipand
reftrain it, that they make it lictle more thena meer
cipher, and leave {carce any thing, but the name
thereof.

In Generall, Tt muft be In all things, 2 Cor.2.9.
whereby “tis parallel’d with, and made as large, as the
obedience of children to parents, Col.3.20, Servants
to Mafters, wer. 22. and wives 0 their husbands,
Eph.5.24. And this] {hall branch out into three
particulars, -In necef[ary Dutiesy nndetermined Cir-
cnmytances s and donbifull points or Cafes.

1. People mult obey their Minifters, In tho(e ne-
ceffary duties plainly laid down inthe Wordy which they
declave untothem, andin Gods name require their con-

ormity tos as Sanctification of the Sabbath 5 petfor-
mance of Family duties 5 diligence in frequenting thie
publick Affemblies : avoiding drunkennefs, fwearing,
lying, &c. Matth.23.3. All therefore what[oever they
bidyou obferve (viz.not of their own heads, or ac-
cording to the Tradicions of the Elders - but, ‘which
is enjoyned in the Law of God ) that obferve and o,
People muft conform to their advertifements 5 both
in ‘obedience to God and them : and the neglect here-

® ok
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of is a contempt, and difobedience againft 5
wellas againft God 5 and rendred cenfus y

Chrift; Mat.x8.17. If he neglelt to bear the Charch,
({c.urging the retormation of {candalous mifcarria-
ges!) let bimbe, &c. Andis alloa great aggravati-
on of their fin, 2 Chron. 36.13. He (Zedekiah) did
that which was evil in the fi¢ht of the Lord, and hums-
bled nat himfelf before Jeremuah the Frophet, (peaking
to him in the name of the Lord, Theretore allo the
Lord (aith, Ezek.33.33. that whenthat [hould come to
afss ( viz. which he hath threatned; verf.17,29. )
that they [hould thew know, that a Prophet had been a-
mong them, 1. €. their own coniciences fhould, in
their afflictions, aggravate their {in, by this circum-
ftance s that the Lord had fent his Prophets to them,
and they had not regarded, or obeyed them.

2. Inthofe circumftances of publick worfbip, which
are mecefJary in the generall, but not particularly deter
; mined by God, = Such are, Time; as, W hat hour on
| the Lords day to begin ; howleng to continue toge-
ther ; what dayesthe Lords Supper fhall be admini-
fired, and how oft 5 when any f{hall be baptized
what day of the Week to keep a Lecture. Place sias,
Where the Aflembly fhall meet; where the Minifter
fhall ftand to read, preach, adminifter the Sacraments 5
and where the people fhall fit to hear, receive, &,
P Whether the Corple fhall be brought into the
Church, or ftand by the grave, or put into it, while
the {olemnity is performing. Gefture; as, To hear,
b fitting or franding 5 with the Hat off, or on; andfo
for the Minifter to preachs to receive the Lords
Supper {icting, Or ftanding, or kneeling. Habit 5 as,

Whether

T
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Whether the Minifter fhall preach in 2 Cloak, or
Gown, ¢re. of what colour or materialls his eloathes
fhallbe. * Many other fuch circumitances there are,
which being neceflary in generall, 7, e. fuch, as no
a&ion can be pertbrmed without, and yetnot particu-
larly dete: mined by God now under the Gofpel, and
o being left to the prudence of Church-guides to de-
termine of, accordingtothe generall Rules, of Order,
Decency, Edification, &w. people ought to yield
conformity to fuch determinations ; for it a difference
{hould arife concerning any of thefe circumftances,
between Paftor and people, whether think you fit-
teft {hould fubmit, Paftorto flock; Rulerto ruled
or on the contrary ¢
3. In dowbifull points and difficult cafes, which ei-
ther they are ignorant in, or cannotbe fatisfied abour 5
till they receive {ausfaétion , or underftand them
themf{elves, and are able to judge of them, Heb.13,
2. Whofe faith follow. Tor where common people
have not time, ot leafure, or ability to ftudy all points
of Divmity themfelves, whom is it more fit they
{hould hearken to, and be ruled by, then their own
Paftorsand Teachers: asa wife fhould by her huf-
band, and children by their Parents¢ It beingto be
fuppofed ordinarily ( for I fpeak not of extraordinary
cafes, which may fometimes happen in fome places,
as in the Univerfities, or Innes of Court ) that they
underftand themfelves better in thefe things then
their people, becaufe it’s their bufinefs and employ-
ment to ftudy them: And therefore as we fee in all
other cafes, men will ufually take the judgements of
Artificers in matters that concern their own trade, If
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ou have amatter of Law, you go to Lawyerss of

health, to Phyficans 5 of building to Carpenters,

¢e.  Andif I wereto be refolved ina point of Huf-

bandry, which I underftand not my felf, I would »

come to fome of you that have been verfed, and expe- 1

rienced in it all your time, and take your judgement

rather then mine own, becaufe it’s your calling and

not mine ; {o ought you in thofe points you under{tand

not, efpecially controverfall points, to fubmit your

judgement toours, and to conform your practice to

our directions : forit being our office to teach you, |

it’s your duty to believe us with a humane faith, in ,efnrc‘,,_,d:{ :

cafes where you have no evidence tothe contrary. So “

that in cafe 2 Minifter requite his people to believe

fuch a point, which they know not whether it be a y {
\
|

truth orno 5 or conform to fuch a praétice, which
they know not whetherit be lawtnll orno, then the
command of obeying them takes place : for the cuty
of obeying them being certain, and the error of the ‘
point held forth, or unlawfulnef(s of the praéice re- ' \
quired, being uncertain, and unknown, and only {uf-
pected, they muft go on the furer fide, Bur yet :
withall let me adde, Thatyou are not {o wholly to
rely upon the {ufpected judgement of a fingle Paftor,
butthat you muft fearch diligently after the truth,and
labour to find out whether thofe things: he teaches be 1
L foorno, as 4é#.17.11.  And alfo in weighty cafes ‘.
? apply your {elves to the unanimous Pafters of other ;
| Churches, for their judgement, :
But becaufe all obedience is founded upon autho- ‘
rity, and where there is no power to command, there \
is no obedience owing : therefore I {hall briefigatlert

~~ D2 * the o
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the authority of Minifters over their peop'i.:: And
: that both

i - . .

i Generally. from thofe names and titles given un-

i to them, which clearly hold forth as much, They
i are called aesscnies, or oeasimsms’ as in the  Text; and

rendred,are over you, and if God hath fet them over

ou, then he hath put you under them, Rendred

alfo, fuch as rule, or, Rulers, Rom.12.8. 1Tim, 5.
‘ 17. " And that as a Governour rules his family,
IE: /¥ m¢ &% 1 Tim. 3.5 2 and a Parent his children, wer. 12 b, and
| s have not they power to command ¢ Called alfo
ey ighes 1y EUEr ot Heb.1 3. 7583524 Sh@ph@dl‘di) Mat, 9.36.
Lenswsrar.  thatlead, guide, and govern their flocks, Stewards,
' 1 Cor.4.1. Fathers, Philemon 10, All which im-
ply {uperiority, rule,and authority : and hence, they
i have {ometimes not only defired, requefted, entreat-
g ed, and befeeched their people (asin the Text) but
peremptorily commanded them, as you may fee fe-
verall times inone Chapter, 2 Theff. 5. 4,6, 10, 12.
And alfo
3 Pargicularly, in the feverall cafes aforementioned,
As
jee Bavterof -y That they have Authority to teach their peo-
“f'PM“P'g' ple, and declare their duty unto them, none will de-
; ny. You may fee their Commiffion, Ma. 28,19
' Some indeed ailow thus much to others, but I think
none take it from them. And ’tis true, private
! Chriftians may exhort, admonifh, edifie one another ;
) but thereis as much difference between thefe anda
Minifters preaching, as between a neighbours advice,
and a Juftice of Peace his Warrant : or between a
Canon charged with a Bullet, and one only with

Y Powder,
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Powder, .\\'islch may make asgreat anoife, but doth
no execution.

2. Concerning the Circumftantialls of publike
worfhip not deterinined in Scripture, that place,
1 Cor.14.40. €MPOWEIS them to judge and deter-
mine, Let all things be done decently and in order
All'things, 7. e that he had been {peaking of before,
viz. what language they (hould ufe: and in what
manner to exercife the gift of tongues and prophefy-
ing ; and others of like nature, being only neceflary
Circumftances rot determined by God ( not myfti-
call Ceremonies j muft be ordered by them, in a
grave, fober,and comely manner.

3. For controverfall points of faith, or practifes
(which we call Cafes of Conicience ) which people
underftand not fo well themf(elves, their Minifters
have likewife power to determine 5 as appears by the
practife of the Councell at Ferufalem,who made bind-
ing determinations for the Church, 4¢#s 15,28, It
[eemed gosdto the Holy Ghoft sand tous, to laynpon you
70 greater burden, thew thofe neceflary things. Not
neceflary in their own nature, but in that prefent jun-
&ure of time, for the avoiding of offence. Even as
the Priefts under the Law had power to determine
controverfics. Dent.17.8,12. and as among us Jufti-
ces of Peace have at the Seffions.

5. Patsent fuﬁm?fﬁoﬂ, in cale of Cm[ure, by Ad- Parient Sub-

miiiion.

monition, Sufpenfion,or Excommunication ; [#bmit
your [elves,{aiththe Apoftle, Heb,13.17. which pre-
perly refers to fome puni(bment. Not on the one
hand fretting,raging, railing,and ¢rying out, that they
take too much uponthem, and meddle with that that
D3 belongs
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belongs not to them. What ! cannota man be over-
taken a lictle, but he muft prefently be told of it, and
cenfur’d for it2 Nor,on the other hand,flighting and
making nothing of it,and {aying, Well!If T cannot re-
ceive the Sacrament here, I can go elfewhere,where T
can. If he willnot give it me, yet 1 hope God will
{fave me without him: this is far from fubmiffion ;
but to be fenfible of your demerit, to acknowledg the
juftice of the fentence, and toendeavour by a {peedy
repentance and reformation to get it revok’t, and
your {elves reftored to communion with the Church
again 5 as the inceftuous perfon did, 2 Cor.2.7. And
this {ubmiffion is due to them, wpon the account of
that power they havereceived fromChrift,to call their
people to account for their mifcarriages, and to take
cognizance of {candalous fins and tranfgreffions ofGods
Law, by hearing complaints and teltimony of wit-
nefles, Mat.18.16,17. by cenfuring, judging,or paf-
fing {entence upon offenders. 1 Cor.5.12. Do wot ve
judg them thas are within ? and that finally and deci-
fively, fo as that there lies noappeal from that cen-
{ure. Mar.18.17, If he neglect 1o hear the Church,
(there’s no turther procefs; no appeal to the Civil
Magiftrate: Here's the 7os plus ultra of thefe cales,
let him be to you,&c. Evenas under the Law, the

- Priefts were judicially, decifively, to determine con-

cerning Lepers, and to pronounce them either clean,
or unclean, and according to the Priefts fentence, was
the perfon tobe accounted to allintents and purpofes,
foas to be admitted, or excluded the Congregation 5
foitishere, And then in cafe of Repentance, they
havepower toabfolve, acquit, pronounce clean, asT
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’ may fo fay, and to admit to communion with the ‘ R
Church again 5 called by Chuift loofixg, or untinding. | |
Mar.18.18, a metaphor fhewing the efficacy and E
firength of Church-cenfures : and forgiviug their fins. 1
Foh.20.23. And therefore I would not have people
to think, they may co what they will, and have no- |
thing faid to them: profane the Sabbath and be blame- t !
lefs : be drunkards, {wearers, negligent in coming to
Church, and yet fcape {cot-free. No, the Ecclefia-
fticall, aswell as the Civill Magiftrate, I mean, their
Paftors, may and muft punifh them for {uch mifcar-
riages. And as it’s aneglect of their duty, and be-
traying the, truft in Juftices of Peace, or Conftables,
1o fee the Laws of the Land broken, and takeno
courfe with tranfgreflors; fo that Minifter neglects ;
his duty, that fuffers his people tolive infuch fins, and ‘
doth not only not reprove and admonifh, but allonot i
call them toaccount, and more deeply cenfure them ‘
for the fame. And if this be not a compulfive power,
and thatas great,nay more aswe {hall {ee anon) then
any Civill Magiftrate on earth hath, then I konow
not what a compulfive power is, For how do Magi-
[ firates ufe to compell their fubjeéts « Why, only in
a morall,not phyficall,or naturall way, 7.e. when they
forbid fuch a praétile, {uppofe murder, they do not
tve the hands of all their {ubjets, but only annex a i
penalty to the Law, that if any tranfgrefs, they fhall
be punifhed in {uch a manner. So for things enjoyn’ds
the penalty is the compulfion. Now this power have
Minifterss power to punifb and revenge all difobe- !
bience, 2 Cor.10,6. and thatin a higher way,and with ; \

greater punifhment, then any Magiftrate on car_tkhggtn '
inflict.
e

st .




 The (P(’OPZL’Y Duiy

i¢t. For all punithment infAlicted bv tk V’C vil Ma-
rate,is but outward,either upon tth rfons body,

e, of bot"l- 'tmt the pd.].ih,n‘n\ infligible by
Miniter, or Ecclefiafticall Magiftrate, is {pirituall,
erent es r:) th: uul fo that by how much the
ks ab Ecclefic nore valuable then the body, oreftate, by fo
s | Minifter,

adis ¢ virgis MUCH ia the puni 1hmem fligible by the
ipubl. ""7/ “more terrible and dreadfull, then any can be inflicted
i",\"f:,f “" by the Civil Magiftrate. Although’tis true, becaufe
\r necis atern {, men do {o much obbrutefcere,and OC”*”’T«” "Kﬁ’ the bea[f:
| de omtibus 4.y perifh, and are led fo much by fenfe, thenceit
i 521/{ ,f,‘ f,,, comes to pafs,that they are more dﬁc;tc‘u mth corpo-
dintentiam fe- yall, then .mmml punithments, and more fear the
s .., ... deathiof the bod ly, then the damnation of the foul,
kre & exrr. and c n‘eq‘u_n ly ﬂJm more in awe of-the Laws of
Jore fit mag- the Land, thenof the Laws of God. Yetin it felf the
_4:;2}; é‘:;"‘,:“ {pirituall punithment is incomparably the greater, and
ﬁroq:ex 0bh~

§calo?fi ¢ col- confequently,there 1s incompa wably a
i’ t"ﬂ"'”' gation lies upon perfons, to obey the commands of

;‘ em move

1€
Wanto magis ¢ 60 and his Oﬁl ers. 7.¢. Mini ﬂus than the Laws of

,Imi@ chglw the Land and the Civ E‘X‘ﬂt"trme becaufe, I fay,

3 ;c';,‘, rerter the foul is concerned in the punifhment infli Geed by
“offe? cartwr. the Minifter. Now it rea chas to the {oul, inafmuch

i ”“;‘; '7' $60- 25 while perfons lye under Ecclefiafticall Cenfures du-
pro=) am coe ~

W etocclufam 1y inflicted, thcy are in a ftate of damnation ( as far as
;"“’ f';f’tfﬂ man can JudfT of them,) becaufe their {ins are unpar

setium v

N s sbturgveri, don'd,  ( Foh.28.23. whofe [oever fins ye rerain, f/;ey

‘fl’m Sacramen- gre refazned +) and without pndon no bléflednefs,
,LI’V“ Jubfbra- p[,;[ 32 1. The Kingdom of Heaven is {hut againft
am /?7 ( I

celefia g,,“. them b, fox God mmhe‘; and confirms the cenfure,

bamentym ne- Mat 16.19.---what[oever thon [balt bind on ezzrt/y/luﬂ

be bound in Heaven : He adds his Diewle venlt,where-

‘vu),[,gc id.
504+ b,
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by it becomes notonly an Ordinance of the Church,
but a Statnte-Law of Heaven too: {o that ifa juftified
perfon {hould fall under this cenfure, ’tis asimpoffible
for him to die in that condition, as for Dawid to die in
the a& of adultery, before repentance ; fo that init
felt, ’tis incomparably greater. Ouly here’s that, that
fomething qualifies the matter, That punifhmentsin.
fli&ed by the Civil Magiftrate, are fometimes purely
(at leaft perfeétly ) vindictive ; as when they touch
the life of the offenders for in that cafe there’s no
place left for Repentance and amendment : but now
the punifhment inflicted by the Church, is purely and
perte&ly (in its own nature) medicinall,aiming at the
reformation and amendment of the party punifhed :
that his ]oul may be faved in the day of the Lord,x Cor.
5.5. for bis edification, not deftruition, 2 Cor.10.8.
that be may learn net to blafpheme,) or tranfgrefs in
any other particular.) 1 Tim.1.20.

Sothen, Lay all thefe things together,and then tell
me whether Minifters have not a compulfive, as well
2s 2 directive power. For can you imagin that a Miv
pifter hath no more power over his people,thana Phy-
fician over his patient . who cannot Inflict the leaft
fhadow of punithment upon them,for the greateft non-
obfervation of, or contrary practife to his directions ¢
or.that, people are no more bound to obey their Mi-
nifter.than a patient, his Phyfician, who yet ( Idoubt
not, but ) is bound in confcience to follow his prefcri-
ptions ¢ No; tis certainly in it felf the higheft com-
pulfory power imaginable s and I fee no reafon, why
it may not properly be called Furifdictiony whichis
nothing elfe,butfucha commanding,as carrics m Con-

B fequence

-
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WPaul. Hift,
1q uif.p.8s.

Aidic. in 8o.

Objeét.

Vorrice of the
j frament,
#:32:p:300. fters is but * dertvative, delegated, executive,and Mi-

Anfw,

e %

fequence arevenge a gainft the g.uobeyex (as thc great.
eft Scholer of his time ut‘fmf:S it 3) which the A} oftle
P;Lz;lai.‘m,’c totidems wrm& attributes to Minifters in
the place aforementioned. 2 Cor.10.6, Having in
readinefS 1o revenge all difobedience. As alfo, W hy it
may not be faid, That p wf‘le {hould obey thiek Mi-
nifters, not on‘"fox cou.cxcnce {ake, but for wrath
(whxm yet is commonly dented :) as fubjecs muft
their Magiftrates, not only for wmf/a but for confeience
(f"f’z Rom,13.5, only theobligation 1._sinon«fcx to-

yards Minifters than Magiftrates, becaufe Lhey are
more immediate-deputies ot Chu{t ,and deal more im-
mediately for him than quﬁrateq do.

If it be ob;c& ed’ ( s tis bymnc to elevate, and
extenuate their power ) That all this power of Muu-

nifteriall 5

Igmnt it: and yet 1. However they have, at leaft,
as much power in their fphears, as any fuoordmate
Magiftrate whatfoever ( Judg, or Juftice of Peaceiin
[hcns- who a¢t all in the Name of another, wviz. the
Supream Magiftrate,and nothing intheir own, 2. ’Tis
{fo in relatron to God only, and net to man : They
derive not their power from man, nor arehis fervants
therein, And thus, the higheft le power on earth
is derivative,viz, trom God True, weare our peo-
ples fcrv:mts, (Lt”or.zi 5.) tO(Othpm all the good
we can 5 butyet they are not our mafters, to 1ule and
command us,

‘mble Meek- 6+ Another duty people owe unto their Minifters

is, Humble meelane/b wnder reproof, ( which though it
be 10110 properly to the former head, as a branch
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thereof,yet in regatd of the length of that,I fhall handle
it diftinctly by ic felf.) I (ay, Quiet, and meek enduring
of reproot. Heb.13.22.1 befeech you,Brethren, (uffer the
word of Exchortation = which phiale [ the word of Ex-
hortation,] though' it may be taken generally for all
manner of inftruction, whether Information, Dire-
¢tion, Admonition,or the like, yet the word C fuffer ]
feems ‘to ainy at fomething which was grievous and
diftatfull to them, and which they did not care to
hear 5 and therefore I take it here moreﬂri&ly, for
matter of reproof's that people fhould willingly and
patiently hearken to.the reproofs of their Minifters $
take Potions as well as Cordialss fuffer them to ap-
ply corrafives, when there is occafion,as well as leni-
tives at othertimes: thus did David,  Nuthan doth
rot fptinkle him with Court holy-water, but tells him
plainly of his finnes Thou art the man, 2 Sam.12 .7,
and threatens him grievoutly for it, ver, 10,12, Now
David doth not fret and fame at him for it; but rakes
wvery patiently, wer.13. dnd David faid un:o N
than, I have [inned againft the Lord. ~ A meek and
humble {peech ! the contrary whereto, vz, frétting
at, and impatience of reproof, is amoft fenflefs-and
bruitifh practife, not to be parallél’'d in any cafe in
the world again.  Fory whoiis angry with his Lawyer
for acquainting hioy with the badnefsof his caufe 5 or
with his Phyfician for difcovering to him the danger
of his difeafe # or with a-watchinan for giving notice
thac his houfe is befetjor on fire,though he be difturb-
ed and affiighted therebye Who takes it ill of 2
friend, that feeing-a poifon’d arrow or Cannon-bultet
coiming: directly ‘towardshimy. pulls him:away with
Eaz fuch
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fuch violence, asperhaps to pull his arm out of joint ¢

Why then _Hiouid. people be angry‘mth their Mint-

fter for dealing plainly and impartially with them,and

laying open the true ftate of their {ouls to them, and
J J

¢

varning them to fly from +the wrath to come ¢ And tru-

ly let me tell you, that if at any time you be galled by
the Miniftry of the word, tis not fo much your M-
nifters,as your own confcsences that rf’proa:/;]ou. For
did vou ever knew afober man angry with a Minifter
for gﬁrcaching againft drunkennefs ; a chaft man finde
fault with a Sermon againft uncleannefs,& . fo that
if you find your felves at any time aggrieved at
areproof, you muft thank your felves, and not
blame them.

. An boly Imitation of their Example. Phil.3 17.
Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them
which walk [0 a ye have us for an example. And tha
becaufe they are their {pintuall parents. 1 €or.4.15,
16, For though you have tenthonfand infiruéters in
Chrift, yet have ye wot many Fathers : for in Fefus
Chrift bhave 1 begotten you through the Gofpell : Where-
fore I befeech you be ye followers of me. Hence Mini-
fters are called wWm 5% muwits, types OF famp[ey; totheir
flocks, 1 Pet.5.3. People muft learn of their Minifters
by the eye, as well as by the ear 5 be taught by their
works, aswell as their words 5 take recommendation
and encouragement to duty, by their pracfife , as well
as their preaching. If you fee your Minifter fti¢t in
the obfervation and fanétification of the Sabbath, li-
berall in works of mercy and charity, peaceable, tem-
perate,or exemplary in an{y other duty,then you muft
be carefull to drefs your felves by ths glafs, towrite
after
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after. this copy 5 othenwife his example will rile up i
judgment againft you, as well os his Dod#rine.  Only
remember,it muft be only in matters of duty,as I {aid,
in the practife of picty: ta follow them only fo far
forth as they follow chrift;1 Cora1r.1, You muft fet
your clock by theirs, fo faras theirs agrees with the
Sun: for if either they give a bad example,or {2y and i
do not, then you muft do as they fay, and not as they
do,Mat.23.3.

8, Carefull prefervation. of thelr good name. People Carefull prefe
muft charily maintain their Miniftets credit, and nei- S 1
ther be tale-bearers, and carriers about, or fendersa-
bout of difgracefull reports of them, 4é523.5. Theu
Jhalk not [peak evill of 1he Ruler of thy people. Which
doubtlefs will hold good as well concerning Ecclefia-
ficall, as Civil Magiftrates, being here immediately
applied to the High-Prieft : as you muft not {peak ;
unhandlomely 20 thems, ( as was fhewed afore ) fo here :
you are caution’d,not to {peak unhandfomely of them:
nor be tale-hearcrs, or receivers and credulous in be-

Leving difgracefull reports concerning them, 1 Tim,

§.19. Againft an Elder receive not an accufation, but (
undey two. or threewitnefJes.  God here hath madean ;
exprefs provifion for the fafety of their reputation,
and fet a fpeciall fence and mound about their good
names 5 f{o that they are priviledged perfons, and pe- :
culiarly exempted above others; and therefore their )
people fhould be exceeding tender of their credit.

Thus we read in Ecclefiafticall Hiftory, that,when the rpeq. zip 11 ;
Synod of Nice was aflembled, by Conflantine’s com- 11, SeerLi,
mand, and fome accufations were prefented to the s !

Emperour againft {fome Bifhops and Minifters, be
E3 lookt.

SN ”
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‘: mencur 5 Ac-

Tookt not on 1 the. mmcuhxs but lealed’ ther u up m[h
his own Signet; and having M{t reconciled the p arties,
commanded the Libells to be burn t; adding wthull
¢ That if he fhou H feea Dmmpm adultery, hie \muld
¢ cover his nakediels with ¢ somkl\’.u all Robe: for
G 1..1{11 he,the fins of {uch men ought Aot to be divalg-
“edl Jctbclr examples do as n "cl wre to the (ouls
“(/fOL 1€rs, as [hfl‘ fC" to- their ow: : t‘1'~11' ”OOd
name being as neceflary for others, good lite for
themfelves. © And therefore voumuft t e very eau-
tious both-of your zongses and ears; bothin rellin
and hearkening  to  any il réport of them. And
truly there’s grear reafon for it, Pirtly becaufe men
are apt tohate him th re proves in the gate; Amos 5.
10. Gal.4.16. and wé kpm'»j Hl-will never [pelsks
well., Partly, beciufe men'in office are moft watche
and obferv’d, remy complains,that a# s familiars
watcht /(r,m balt ing, ler 20.10. and God difcovers
thas much to Fzekiel concerni ng bimfelf] Fzek, 2%,
30,---the cbm/zm of thy fzo’/c are always talking as
gainft thee by the wn//:, and 17 the doors rf the honfes,
Yea thus was Chrift himfelf ferved and dealt w ichall
by the Chief Priefts and Scribes, (Z#k.z0,20.) who
watched bim, and [ent forth ﬂm, which ﬂ’,z/,":rzgﬁe
tbm/elfues 85t men, that they might take hold f his
words. And he wirnes his Duupm to expect thelike,
Foh.15.20.--if they have ™ obferved, (or wateht, for (o

,
.'; k“

dec
Fe

;As,w/h{f Ht fhould be tranflated ) ) 7y /W,,,-” they M// el

" yours alfo. And partly, ‘becaule their Cred ;( 15 0f
moft concernment tor the honour of thie Colpell. Fot
- as one would be lo.m to cat meat ( otherwife \,;01_
fome“and good ) if fefv'd up in afoul difh; fo'even

wholfome
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wholfome truths will be but {leighted, if brought by !

one whofe good name is bc{})artEl'ed, and beimear’d L 1
. with reproaches, whereby. prejudices are enrertain’d 1
& againft him, Inall which refpeéis,p re-
| ry carefull how they give ear} O(Erz,r}ez?tpltt;rgil} ({}r?ceezutll

’ . 5 : o

reports concerning their Minifters. 1
t 9. People owe unte their Minifters ahearfull and Chearfun
liberall Maintenance. Though it belongs to Minifters Mainsenance,
only to preach the word, typified by .4aron and his
fons ordering the Lamps, Exod.27.21. yet the people
muft fee that the Lamps be kept burning, by provi-
ding oyl for cont@uall their fupply,veri20. Thebird Zines.
““that 1s 1o keep the nefband fit uponvthe eggs, muft
“ have her meat brought i toher, and not fly abroad
B o purvey for herlelf. ‘'Whatever cavils conten- !

tious per{ons may make, nothingis'more clear in Seri- , |
pture than this duty, ‘and.that in/the New T eftament . ;
aswell 2s the ©ld 5 it being an OQrdinance for Gofpel- f
Minifters,as wellas Legall. 1.Cor.9i14.--even fo hath
the Lord ordained, that they whith preachthe Gofpell,
fhould lrve of the Gofpell, q. d.r As Godrtaok care of
the Priefts under’ the Law, to make provifion for |
[ them, by feverall Laws and ordinances concerning
their maintenance ; fo hath the'Lord Chriftlikewile,
for Minifters of the Gofpell : wiz. Luk.10,7,8. In
the [ame honfe remain, éating and drinking [uch things ,
astheygive : for the Labowrer fs worshy of his bire, 1€, '
deferves to be maintained for his labour : and there-
fore meat and drink include all things requifite there- j
t0. Nor makes this any thing againt that freenefs of g |
preaching the Gofpell, which {ome in fimplicity or A
worfe, do urge as inconfiftent with liberall main- ;

. ~ ttenances; i

»
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tenance ; for even the Volunteer follows not the

( warre at his own charges. Concerning which mains
i tenance, obferve with me thefe following particulars

worthy confideration: ,

1. That it muft not be pinching and fcanty, but li-
berall and plentifulls Thus it was under the Law : for
lifnviskh  though the Priefts were not above a¥fourth part of the

[, See Dt Reyn. People (as® Dr Reynolds computes it.) or not above 3
pn Phalito. fifth or fixthpart,(according to the Learned Selden,)
~‘f";ﬁzg';‘.’,_z&‘ }"E‘t theit revenues in firft-fruits and prediall tenths,
- “amounted to neer a fifth-part of the profits of the
bl See seld. Land( as’> Seldenreckonsit,) befides their lands and
| ;frf;‘:ff‘;i;;;S- many other advantages ::fo that they had above ten
prepe firem. i vves as much/asthe fame number of perfons of other
"Tribes. Now Minifteis of the Gofpell having a more
: excellent Miniftry (as the Apoftle fhews, 2 Cor.34)
i their maintenance alfo fhould be proportionably libe.
i rall : for “tis ‘prophecied, that in Gofpell-times it
thould be fo, 7fa.23.18. where the Prophet {peaking
of the converfion of Tyre, and how fhe {hould employ
her riches,when fhe was converted,faith, I [hall not be

)
I

¥ treafured nor lasdupy (vizl for any civill, common

ufe, either publike or private :). for her merchandize
[hall be for them that dwell before the Lord, 10 eat [uf-
‘ ficiently,andfor durabls cloathing;i.e. from the Tyrian
1 trade,(they being converted to God)means and main-
: tenance fhould be freely and largely afforded to God’s
i Minifters, for all neceffaries and accommodations 5 {o
I the Ewglifb Annot. but more clearly, the Apoftle
i1 gives an exprefs command,that he that is tangh: hould
" communicate to his Teacher, & adov &< 17 all his

; goods, Gal.6.6» and that Minifters fhould have double
G honoar

=
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bomour, 1.e. maintenance, 1 Tim.5,17.{0as tobe able
to keep hofpitality, 1 Tim.3.2.
2. This maintenance muft be proportion’d out of
5 the leaft arifing profits, as well as the greateft: Mint,
4 annife,and cummin,and all manner of hearbs ought to
be tithed, Ma4t.23.23. Luk.11.42. The Jewilh Do- i
&ors deliver by tradition, with Selden, thatall things Sefd. of tid ‘
growing out of the earth, and fit forman’s meat, = ™ *°
are titheable,
3. Itis not a matter of alms, orin the nature of a
free gift, but that which Minifters have power tore-
_ quire of the people; 1 Cor.9.4,6,12. 2 Thef.3.9. be-
! ing due both by. God’s Ordinance, aswas fhewed a-

: fore 5 and alfo by'a Law of Juftice ; they performing

IJ fervice forit.. 1 Cor.9.7,10. Whe geés awarfare any J ’

i time at his own charges,&c ¢ q.d. Ask the fouldier, ‘ }
husbandman, thepheard, whether they will ferve you ; i

for nought; and whether they do not juftly require
recompence for- their labour.2 And.if it be but
b joft o, pay them, then, tis but jult to recompence
thefe.

&. That maintenance Minifters receive from their
people,they receive it in Gods name and {tead s it be-
longs primarily to him; and they are but his Officers
in receiving, as well asdifpenfing; and therefore de- |
frauding of them, is robbing of God, Mal.3.8, Will :
a man rob God ? yet ye have rokbed me: but ye [4y,
wherein have we robbed him ? 11 tithes and off erings. ;
3 5. What{oever maintenance Minifters receive :
| from their people, yet their people can never make !
them amends; becaule there is no proportion be- ' §
tween what people give #o them, and what they re-

ceive
,\ T————————————
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cesve from their Miniffers 1Cor. 9.11.1f we bave fown
unto you [piritwall things,is #t agreat thing if we reap
your carrall things?q.d.If you rightly judg ot thof ¢hea~
venly treafures-which we bring in abundance to you,
it’s impoflible you fhould judg our pains and fervice
towards your immortall and precious fouls, {ufficient-
ly rewarded with any of thefe earthly perifhable
things we receive from you. And therefore Pan/ tells
Philemon, that be owed him even his very [elfe. Phi-
lemon. 19,

6. Minifters may juftly require maintenance of
their people, thoughthey have eftates of their cwn:
for thus God had expreflely provided 'under the
Law, Dent, 18, 8. They [hall have like portions to eat,
befide that which cometh of the [ale of bis patrimony,
The Prieft muft live of his fervice notwithftanding his

rivate eftate; the equity of which Law, belongs to
the Minifters of the Gofpel.

7. Though,’tis true, Panl and Barnabas for fome
{peciall reafons received nothing from fome Churches,
but did work with their own hands to {upply their ne-
ceffities, yet 1.They put it into the Catalegue of theix
forrowes and-{ufferings, 1 Cor. 4 12.We labonr work-
ing with our own hands. 2, "They ftill thought that ic
was a Gofpell-ordinance,and affert their power tore-
ceive it. 1 Cor.9.4--15. 1 Tim.5.17,18. 2 Thef.3.9,
3. They received much from others. 2 Cor.11.8.That
which was lacking to me, the Brethren that came from
Macedonia fupplied, Phil.4.16. Ewven in Thiflalonica
ye [ent once and again to my necefity, And 4.He high-
ly commends the Philippians for this their liberality
towards him, Phil.g.14. Tedid well,that ye did cosm-
municat
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municate with my affliction, And ver.18,--having re-
ceived of Epaphroditus the things that were (ent {7 ons
yousan odor of 4 [weet [mell, 4 facrifice acceptable, well-
pleafing to God.

Concerning the particular proportion of Minifters
maintesance, I fhall not meddle with the Divine
right of tithes, only fay, that this way of mainte.
nance by tiches being eftablifht by the Laws of the
Land, people are bound in confcience to obey the
Law (except they can thew that it interfears with the
Law of God ) in paying of them. Rom.13.5. Temuft
be [wbject not only for wrath but for confcience (ake And
therefore a perfon may as well pick the money out of
a Minifters pocket, as defraud him of any due; the
lacter being as much to be abftained from as the
former ; becaufe both are forbidden” by the fame
Law.

10. Another dutyis, FervemtaPrayer for them. FerventPra

1 Theli5.25. Brethrem,pray for ws. So Heb.x3a8.
Thus when Pan/ and S#/as went forth to preach, they
were recommicnded by the Brethren tothe grace of God,
viz' by prayer, 4%s 15.40. People thould pr:y, that
God would qualifie their Minifters with {ufficient a-
bilities for difcharge of their place, Ephe[.6.18,19.
Coly4.354. 2 The[.3.1. that he would deliver them
fram wicked and unreafonable men,ver 2. andall other
dangers and calamities 5 and direé them to {peak fit-
ly to the:peoples capacities ;underftandings,affections,
temptations; andfuitdblyand {eafonably to all their
occafions.
And truly,great nced have people topray for their
Minifters;

F 2 1.Becaule
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The Peoples Duty

1 1. Becaufeit'is of all callings the moft difficule:
which niade the Apoftle cry out,- Who i [ufficient for
the(ethings ? 2 Cor.2.16. The Minifters (,ﬂ1ce 15,10
quicken fuch as are dead in fins 5 raife up and reftore
fachzs are fallen ycomfort the troubled in confcience;
ftrengthen the weak 5 encourage the faint-hearted
confound thie obftinate ; ftand againt all acverfe pow-
er 3 with- many othér the like 3 all which are very
cifficult things.

2| Becaufe taithfull Minifters are more oppofed by
, and his inftruments than any other fort of men
whatfoever. When Fofbus ftood before the Angell of
the Lord to receive his Commiffion. , Satan ftood at
his right hand to refift him. As foene as Chrift was
pubickely fet apart to perferme his Minifteriall tun-
&tion ; Satan {etuponhimin the wildernefle Mar, 4,
begin. And ever after, the Scribes, Pharifees,. and,
Saddaces, and other limbes of the Divell perfecuted
him from time to time. And i our own: times,  we
fee the ftorm of the fury of the Quakers, and other
Seéaries, as alfoof profane; loofe and ungodly per-
fons, falls elpecially upon the Minifters.

3. Becaufe their failing in duty is moft dangerous;
for if they perith, many-perifh with them, theyare
like the Admirall Ship that caries the Janthorn where-
by the whole fleet is guidedif that mifcarryall the reft
areat a lofle.  As when: Perer flipt afide out ofthe
way, many Jewes and Burnabas alio was carried away
with them. Gal. 2. 130 Q therefore lex your Mint-
fters never be forgottenin your prayers !

. A gratefull memoriall of them, when dead and
gon, or removed to fome other place.  Heb.13.7.
Remember

Satan
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Rememberthofe your Rulers ({o. it fhould be tranfla-
ted) 1)’;10) bar/ye/]) oken to you the word 0f God, Let their
memory be blefJed, ( as Selomons. phraife s Prov, 10
2. ) Soas to blefle and praife God forthem, . and for
the benifit you reaped from: their labours while youn
did enjoy them 5 asalfo, to praife them, and fpeake
well of them g as the LXX render that place,
Myiun Dudioy wst Toynoul wr RCHIC‘R‘;’.}&‘ them lib, {o
as to take all occafions of manifefting. your refpects
unto them, if they be yet alive, and oﬁly removed
fiom you, by defiring and rejoycing. to fee them a-
gaine. Thus it was with the T 4e¢ffalonians concern-
ning P(Iﬂl_ 1 ‘Tht’f. 3. 6. U’/'/‘!’!;‘ Tlfi’/.'/(/f;{r‘*/ cane —ftr”,i}}[
o to 4, he bronght us glad tidings of your faithand
charsty, and that you have good remembrance of us al-
wayes, defiring greatlyto [ee us. - Or, if they bedead,
by fhewing the kindnefle of the Lord to their pofteri-
ty. - Sucha remembrance of ehem, asitis the great-
eft honour that living people can do to their deceafed,
or departed Paftors, to itywilbe an excellent means
to keep them free from the infeCtion and feduction of
falle teachers 5 to eftablith them in the truth they re-
ceived from thofe Minifters 5 and to keep them ftea-
dy in the way of righteou(nefle, wherein thofe Mini-
fters walked before them.
Well, you have now heard what duties you owe
unto your Minifters ; Now is there any of you that
can or dare deny thefe things to be the word of God ¢

If fo ftand forth, and fpeake, that we may know
Chriftians from Heathens,  Butifyou cannot but ac-
knowledg this thac I have {poken (for the {ubftance -
of every duty ) to-be the exprefle; word and will of
: 3 God,
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The Peoples Duty

God, then confider how you will ever be able to an-
{weare it another day to God and your own confci-
ences, if being informed of your duty you do not
practife it, butremaine difobedient and rebellious a-
gainft the Law of God. 'But Thope better things of
you &c. ~ But more particularly,

Be carefull to reader to 4 ( and therefore toyour
Minifters ) their dues 5 as you are required to
do. Rem. 13.7. Youufeto calltheir tithes their
dues, but you have feen there are many more dues,
belong toMinifters from their people befides them
and which you fhould make asmuch confcience of
paying, and be every whit as carfull to com out of
their debt for, as for them, And thercfore, Ifay,
be carefull to render, as to Cefar the things that are
Cefars, to the Civill Magiftrate; what belongs to him
fo to God the things that are Gods; and to his Embaf-
fadors ( Ecclefiafticall Magiftrats ythe things that be-
long to them. I'fhall fteele and ftrengthen this Ex-
hortation, by backing it onely with this one confide-
ration taken frond,

The Intereft you have in them, for the benific and
behoofe of your Soules. Al that we Minifters have
or are,is yours, * Faul, Apollos, and Cephus are yours.
I Core3.22, Weareyour [ervants for Fefus [ake, 2
Cor, 4.5. Our? Abilities are ‘for your Edification,
pre. $.11,12, '-"lJC gave /07%6 P{?ﬂ'ﬂ}’j ;md T(’ac‘b—
ersy-==for the Edifying the body of Chrift. Our Authe-

¢rity allo is for the fametnd.viz_for Your Edification;not
your deftruction. 3'Cor, 10.8. ‘Whence there arifes
a great and neceflary dependance of people npon their
Minifters for ‘their Soules good 5 infomuch thatic’s

S
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pofiible, in any ordinary way, that ever you {fhould
come to Heaven but by there help. For,

1. From us you receive the meanes which God
hath ordained for the bringing you to Salvation. T
s 15 committed vhe word of recowciliation. Saiththe A-
poftle 2 Cor. 5.17. Andweare his Embafladours,
fent with Commiffion and authority abont the weigh-
tieft bufinefle that ever was taken in hand, even the
greating and concluding a peace berween God and
your Soules, ‘Tous alfo is committed the Admini-
firation of the Sacraments and we are the Keepers of
Gods Seales,(o as that you cannot have them, but from
our hands, 1 Cor, 4. 1. Let aman [a account of uws as
of the flewards of the myfteries of God.  Yea, tousare
comsitted the Keies of the Kingdom of heaven, Mat.
16. 19. Wehave that authority from Ged to aflure
you in his name according to Scripture-rules jofthe
pardon of fuch fins as trouble yonr conftiences, asno
man in the world hath befides.. Yeay

2. You donot onely receive the outwird meanes
of your falvation from us,buc( which is far mere ) by
us God gives you his Spirit, and {aving grace al{o,
and conveies it into your hearts.  God, ({aith the A-
poftle ) bath made us able Minifters of the New Tefta-
ment, not of the lewer, bur of the Spirit, 2 Cor.3.6.
Infomuch that where there is any truth of grace, {ome
Minifter or other was the Spirituall Facher o beget it,
or water it in you, For thus much thofe emphaticall
queftions of the Apoftle amountunto.Gal.3.3.7 his only
would Learnof you,Receaved ye the Spirit by the workes
of the Law, or by the bearing of faitht and Rom.10.

14, How [ball theybeleive in bim.of whom they hasue nod
: heard
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heard? and how [ball they heare with ont 4 Preacker 2 So
that you fee, all we have, or areis yours i.¢.for your
goodsas a candlets made to give lightuntoothers; and
nur{es are ftock’t with milke for their nurflings fakes:
now every one. ufes to:be carefull ofitheir own 5 and
make much of that which is their-own, and not be
wanting in any due concernment thereof.

Take heed ‘of whatfoever iscontrary to that duty
you owe to your Minifters: and'denot pleafe your
felvesin the negleét of your duty with fuch a foolifh
conceit as this, That we [peake only for. our own ends,
when we tell youof thefethings. - No! when weac-
quaint youwith your duty to our-felves *#4s wor ( as
the Apoftle {peakes concerning the contribution fent
unto him by the Church of Philipps becaufewe defire

thefe things( principally and with refpectonly to our
{elves ) bnt we.defire frust that may abonnd to your ag-
count, . Phil. 4.17,; Andyetif itwere{o? who re-
fufes good counfell from a Lawyer, or wholfome di-
rections from a Phifician; out of a conceit that they
{peake only for their fée 5 but I {ay thatis not the rea-
fon,but. for your own {akes: for { alas! ) what is it.to
us ( comparatively and farther chanas we (ympathize
withyou in your weale.or woe ) if you will not heare,
and obey;and be {aved ¢ Dowe defire anything but
what makes for your owne good, and turns to your
own account,and by performance whereof,vou will be
the greateft gainers your felves ¢ O therefore be not
fomad and {pitefull as to prejudice and wrong your
own Soules, for the doing us alictle difpleafure ; Asic
is in matter of tithes ;- would not you count that man
brutithly and fenfelefly wilfull and malicious, who

{hould
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fhould let his ground ly fallow, and  thereby loofe
his own nine parts, . en purpofe to hinder his Minifter
of histenth ¢ why , fo isit in any other duty: by the
negle&t thereof, you prejudice your felves nine' pacts
at leaft toour tenth i, e, You do mfinitely more wrong
your felves thereby than you dous.  But I fhall (peake
a little more particulary concerning each of the fore-
meptioned duties, 1. Defpilenot their Calling 2 Be
not difaffeCted to their Perfons.s. Negle& nottheir In-
ftructions, 4. Difobey not theit Commands. 5. Be
not unfubmiitive to their Cenfurs. 6, Fretnotat their
Reproof. 7. Slight nce their Example. 8. \Wrong
them not in their good names, ¢, Grudgenot their »Preced
maintenance. 1o, Ceafenot to Pray for them. Laftly i
Forget them  not. i
1. Take beed of flighting,and lightly cfteeming, much ;y mam
more of vilifying and contemning your Miniffers § every |
countthem not indifferencies, conveniencies, fuper Brother
fuities which may very well be {pared:much lefle do not "{'ﬁ}"’lg
groanc uaderthem as your burdens; and epidemicall [ ha
grievances, whoferoome you had rather have than place of
their company : efteeme them not the {cumand refufe the gay
of the world, the filth and offfcourng of allthings; nor £
like Feroboams Priefts, the meaneft of the people, {0 e pep
asto 2poft-pofe them to every Thing that lookes likea but uni
Gentleman or hath got but a few fine clothes. O Sirs | fand 1l
would you dareto carry your felyes fo towards Chrift * ef;”
if he were perfonally here on earth ? why, *tisallene g,
it: effe , if you will believe his ownword.  Luxk. 10. childrei
16, He thar defpifeth you defpifeth me. = The dirtehat is have the
caft in the Minifters face, belmears,and befpatters Chritt. 7%
And they thar flight his Minifters would ferve him {0 ;4. pa
too : they that miluled the Servants dealt no better the bom
with the Son, M. 21, 35, 39. compared. And cerain- 1;)1'; u?
ly (uch a fin as this thall not go unpunifhed : Princesand 7%
States have alwayes been very tcgdcr of their Embadﬂa- v 18
lors
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dors; deeply refenting, and feverely punifhing ( to their
power ) any affrontputupon them,  Thus did David.
1 Sam. 10. 6, and 12:.31. And the Xomzus extin-
guifht (rinth for violating their Embafladers, though
the vielation were fo {mall, that Flors could not tell
whether it wicre ¥ocey 0r manu. Do you think then that
Chrift will take it well at your hands, and putup pa-
tiently thofe wrongs and affronts you put upon his Em-
bafladors 2 No ;- he that reproved Kings for their [akes,
will not rake it at your ‘hands, nor let you {cape fcot-
free. You may fee what to expeét ; (and learn wif-
dom too fromthence , if youare not hardned to your

ruinefta ) by what God hath threatned againft, and inflicted

{itx. 4x.

upon others for this fin. = Chriff tells ' the Jewes, the
vineyard [bounld be let owt to other hwsbandmen, and the
Kingdom of God (i. . the means of grace whereby they
fhould be broughtto happinefle ) takex from thems, and
befow’d upan others (. fo.the Gentiles ) for their mifufing
bis meffengers and fervants. There is a gpirituall judge-
ment , and in the next Chapter but one, he threatens
them with temporall jadgments, wviz, the defolation of
the Temple, and, as an auendant thereon, the deftru
&tion of their G : Fordbip for the {fame fin. ¢,
23. 375 32 Which did fhortly after come to paffe,
And fo, long before that , their Babylonifh Captivity is
charged upon the feoreof thisfin. 2 Chron. 36.16,19.
They wocked the mellengers of Godyand defpifed his words, and
mifufed bis yrophets, untill therorath of the Lord rofé up as
gainft bis peoplestill there was navemedy, therefore he breught
upanthem vhe King of the Chaldees &c Andif God hath
punith chis fin fofeverely-in this world,Owhat feverity
then may they expe from Chrift inthe day of retribu-
tion, the greatelt pare of whofe religion is to heape
indignities and difgraces upon bis Minifters and
Meflengers | and to belch out blafphemies ( for
that 1s the teom: Panl ufes congerning difgracefull
{peeches
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fpccchc; 7of7thcm“)‘a:§a-i;3_ﬁA them,

2. Take heed of entertaining any malice , or hatred 5
yca of giving way tothe [ealt grudge, tlwill, anim ofity,
or difaffeétion to them, Ir'sa figne of a wretched mi-
creant, fuch an one as hab , who fold himfelfe to
worke wickednefle, to hate 2 Meflenger of God. O
thercfore: do not requite all their (ove and kindnefle and
paines to your precious {oules fo ill t ver (Alas! Yehis is
the temper of the ingratefull world : of whome the Mi-
nifters of (Vriff may comphaine, as Puridof fome in his
time , 7hey compaffed mse abons with words of hatredy, and
fought againft mewithour acayff. for my love hey are my
adverfariesy ~== and bave vewarded me evill for pood, and
hatred for my love. Pfal. 109. 35 4y 5. Thcy are
the Minifters: of all others, who are made the cheife
butt, againft which many perfons do fhoor all the in-
venomed arrowes of their rage and malice: and nofort
of men, I dare {ay, are more odious to a number of
leofe, untra&able perfons, fons of B.4 i/y than they:
whoare many ofthem, (o defperatly bent and farioufly
driven on with a rage reaching up to heaven, that no-
thing lefle then their bloud,(if they could el how tocome
avit (and uiter extirpation, would quench their thirft,
and (atisly their revengefull hearts, (asic was with Hero
dias concerning Jobm the Baprift ) Bur, as wef: ay, Curft
cowes have. fbort bornes, fo fomethat have {poken big
{welling words of vanity againft Minifters and Miniftry,
breathing out threatings, and defigning their ucter ruine
and deftruition, have, been not only defeated, and
difappointed in their intended mifcheif, . but the mheel
ssbroughr upon them felves, (as Solomon fpeakes, Prov. 20.
26. ) whereby they are bruifed.and crufhr and threthrs
and f{o their faces are filled with (hame, as 'tisfaid cone
cerning fuch. Pfs, €3. 16. So that we have feen of
late daics the propheticall imprecation of (Mofes upon
thesenemies of Lews, notably iverified, Smitethrongh the
2 [Li;’.t’!

1 Kin. 2;
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loines of them that rife up againft bim, and of them that hate
Kim, that they vife not againes Dént, 33.11.

3. Take beed of non-attendance upon t".emforinﬁruﬁion.
negle@ not fecking unto them Privatly for fatisfation
and refolurion, avery common and continuall fault,
the duty being fildome or never practifed 1n many
places: {othat whereas thedooresof Lawyers and Phy
fitians are thronged many times withattendants, poore
Minifters may it Jonge enough before any one will
come to themon fuch an errand = though the for-
mer bC coftly , and this they may have upon free-
cofte, only forasking. burhowever

Negle& not frequenting the publicke Affemblys,for in-
firuGionthere.  Forfakemot the ARfembling of your [elves
together 5 @ the manner of [ome (@ great many now a

daics, ) iz Heb, 10.25. *Tisafign of fome {ad diftemper
hanging upon the foule, when perfons either baveno
ftomack atall to their {pirituall food, or prefer unfa-
vory ftuffe, yca intectious trafth, before wholfome
provifion.  Therefore et neither profancfle, flothful-
nefle, nor prefumption , detaine you from Church.
Nay ramble not from yourown Paftor if he be inany
meature able and faithfull. A rolling ftone gathersno
mofle, and rambling Chriftians cannot grow mucly
either in grace of knowledge. And theretore let not
a gadding humor drive you from your own Church.
And when you are there;

Be not drowly, fleepy, catelefle, heedlefle, care-
lefTe hearers: let not your heads be like leaking veflells,
Jetting that go out atone eare, which you take in-atthe
other - when you bring your bodies into the Congre-
gation, leave not your foules behind you. But be [wift
20 heare Jam. 1. 19, Heareas for your lives, whenyou
are hearing the word of life.

4. Take beed of contemning their Authoriiy, and difobev-
ing their comm inds and direCiions ¢ Heareby alight mif-

prifion
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pirfion may grow up intoa grand tran{greflon; an
mcoofiderableanomy an diniquity, may {wellintoan
hainous and heavy enormity. For, asobedience is better : i
then [acrificey and to bearken ihen the fat of rams 3 {0 Re- "J‘
X bellion 15 as the fin of witcheraftyand fubborneffe is aginiquity,
and “idolatry. 1 Sam. 15. 22.23. Thinke 1&)t your
felves wifer than your teachers , foas proudlyto con- ;
tradi& and oppofe them. A fin not of the leaft mag-
nitude : forit isfet asabrand of infamy upon thole
that were guiley of it ; and as an inftance of a notori-
ous {in. }Lf. 4. 4. Thypeople are as they that frive with
she Preiff. And thercforethreatned to be punifhepro-
A portionably. Deur. 17.12. The man that will do pre-
' Jumptuously and will not hearken to the Pricft (that flandeth
r to Minifter ‘there Lefore the Lord thy God - ) or unto the

judge, even that man (ball dy, and thow [balt put aw ay the
/ evill from Ifserl, And alually cenfured by the A-
poftle, 2 Thef. 3.14. 1If any man vhey not otsr word by }
this Epifile, note that man, and have no company with him, :
shat be may be afhamed. Andtruly, methinkes, thefe ‘
words of Chrits ( Aat. 18. 18. Whatfoever ye [hall bind
on earth, [ball be bound in Heaven ) thould be asfo many
thunderclapsto firike terror into the confcicnces of
all ffuborn and rebellious perfons, who difobey and \
1 negleék to heare their Minifters, and thereby incur Ec-
b defafticall cenfures, thatthey are not onl condemned
and cenfured by them, but by God likewile -and beleive
it, firs, its no playing and dallying with {uch edg-tooles,
O therefore take heed leaft you find caufe onc day to be-
waile your folly heerin, whentis too late ; and to com-
plain of your [elvesachein Prov. §.13. Hewhave I bated
infirution ,-=- and baveno tobeyed the woice of my teachers,
nor imclined minz eareto themthat inflrusted me?
5. Take heed of impatience umi:r_ their cenfaresy OF UN=
defvaluing thoughts of them, as if they were but brura

falmina, blunt weapons,like cannmg charged with poxlxé;
3 der

o
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der only, which makea great noile, but do RO executi-
on; orlikea bee that hath loft hisfling, which though
1t may humme, yetic cannot hurt, True: they wound
notthe body, nor prejudice the eftate ( direétly and
immediately, ) yetare never the lefle. terrible for that,
for ( like lightning that meltsthe Sword, and meddles
not wich the Scabbard, ) they feize upon the foule,
and punifh perfons in a{piriruall way : theyturn them
out of docers, asl may fo fay, (asmaftersdo unruly
{ervants, ) bybanifhing them from com munion with the
Church, they make them to faft (as Parentsdo Unto-
ward children many tumes,) by depriving them of
the bread of life in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper.
Whereby fuch perfonsare in the ftate of Publicans and
beathens. Aat. 18. 17. Yea like dogs and f{wine,
Adat. 7.6. Which {urely is no contemptible matter.
Yeaby thefe cenfures they are bound over to the venges
ance of God, wich {uch ftrong cords, which (Ctistrue,
they may unty by Repeatance, but) they fhall never be
able to breake and difintangle themfelves from, b
all their impenitence, and contempt, orany f{uch like
courfcs,

6. Take heed of being angry wish them for their Re

Re i f:raofef.
Wee Minifters are too apt of our felves to be mealie-

{:ne anger is mouth’d many times, and let you aloe in your fins for

fearc of your difpleafure. A
Chirurgeon fearch the wound lefle than is neceflary toa
through cure. Now, donot you help forward this hu-
mor 1a us, and make us. deale more usfaithfully with
your foules. than otherwile we fhould do. Had you
not better heare the worft of it now, while there may be
remedy , thanfeele the mifery of 'ic hereafter when’tis

too late to helpeit? And yet how few confider this?

Seldome fhall one meet with a profeflor that can takea
clofe reproofe patiently : much lefle then is it to be

found in others, moft perfons count thofe Miniters their
greateft

pettith paticnt maketh the
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'ftcatc{’c enemy, that deale moft freely, plainly, faith: .

ully, and impartially with them, We cannot fpeake | cproofe
tothem fo tenderly, but they are ready tothinke, it isto ﬁffdh phy
difgrace them, or out of ill will to them, or that we an[x:n;)l)c‘}':f
make moreadothan necds, or make them wotfe than farewell:
they are, and are ready to fay, Looke to your felfe, you "¢ for
fhall not anfwer for me.  Yca they would, if they could, t?,(é;fo e
ftop his mouth from preaching, who would ftopthere in rh:péf
courfe in finning, as Amazish did the prophets, 2 Chron. him tha ¢
25.16. Ay but one day, fooner or later, you will fee ™
yourown tolly herein, and befoole your felves, ashe el
did, Prov. 5. 12.Saying, How have I hated inftruition and
my beart defpifed reprasfe? And therefore give not way
tothis humor in your felves, but rather be angry with
thy felfe for thy {in, and thou wilt love him that endea~
vours to free thee from it. Count itthy difcale, thy
burden, thine Enemy, and thou wilt be thanktul] tohim
that difcovers this difeafeyand adminifters phyfick for
thy cure; thatlends thee his hand to throw off this bur-
den; thatforewarnes theeof this Ewemy, and helps thee
to fight againft it.

7. 'Beware of difregarding their example as nor worthy
your obfervation, or Imitatien, For though, ’tis true, in
‘matters of Ds&rine they are notinfallible, nor in magters
of Pratiife impeccable and unblameable , yet as they
know their duty and the way they fhould walke in, bet-
terthan others, (ordinarily,) folikewifethey do many
times, ( and I fuppole, ufually,) obtaine more grace
of God than othersto be faithfull in their ftations, ‘and
to be more brightly burning ‘and fhining lights than
others : it being but agreeable to Gods “ordinary
method of providence;to qualify perfons for thofe places
he calls them to ; {o that they being fet in 7 aneminent,
obfervable place,are inabled accordingly, through grace, , . . .
tobe of exemplary lives. This exemplarinefle then. ™ =

being beftowed uponthem,pastly for the imitation (;{ o-
Biass 1 thers
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g bplef Duty

thers,hould not lightly be accounted of,as not worth the
taking notice of. Pcople fhould not hide their cyesfrom
beholding theb light of their Minifters good workes, much
lefle looke uponit through falfe glafles, butfoto fee and
obferveit, astoglorify God, by an imitation thetcof,
8. Beware of wronging and wounding them in.their good
namesy either DY raifing, ©C rveceiving any il report of
them : a very frequent and common praltife with ma-
ny. As it was formerly, €zek. 33. 30. Sox of man,
the children of thy people are ffilltalking againft thee by the
wallsyand in the doors of their houfes, {foitis ﬂ.‘i“. How of-
ten arc the good names ofMinifters chrult chorough with
the fharp {words of backbiting tongues ? *tis the common
trade that many drive, to caft dirt upon them, wherever
they come,but elpecially if they chance to [py any naked-
nefle, or humane infirmity in {fuch an one,thenthey have
fome {cratch for their itch; prefently all che town and
country fhall ring of it ; inftead of covering it with the
garmentof charity, they (like curfed Cham ) proclaim,
and divulge icall abroad to hisdilgrace.Y ea, ant invensent
aut facient ; rather thenfaile, they will invent fome lye
orother to blafpheame them, and befpatter their good
name with all. A fearefull fin, which you fhould be
very fraid of. For{aith God, wherefore were ye not afraid
to (peake againft my fervams Mofes? Naum. 12.8. q.d,
What! tofpeake againft my fervant! againft Mofes!
todifgrace any one whom I put fpeciall markes of
honour upon ! I wonder you would offerit. Nay, ’tis
afin of{uch an usly afp=&, that I wonder you dutft be
fofoole- hardy asto veature upon it that you were not
afraidofit. Andtherefore take heed of being eicher the
Parentyor Nerfeof {uch a baftard, yea divelifh pra&ife,as
this; butremember, you mu't be refponfible beth for
your Ezresand Tongu.s inthis cale,
9. Grudge not their mainten wuce. Beware cither of Z:-
taining the waole, or defranding them of any partof that
which



to their Paflors,

which istheir duc either by the Lawes of God or man,
Thisis plainly neither better nor worle, than a rob- [FWis of
bing of God andfo you willfind itone day. A point, .o
that, ifI miftake not, much concerines both Tmpropri- man
ators, and Compounders, Impropriators 3 who, if their !
* beany fuchfin as Sacriledge ( which Iknow no reafon ®
to deny ) arc highly guilty of ir, For ifeitberonthe
onc hand the Law of god concerning tithes as to the rabe
fubftanceofit, be ftill in force, {o that fuch a propor- +f
tionbe due to the Minifters of the Gofpell as was to /!
the Preifts and Levites under the Law, then Impropsi- .-
ators have noright to them ; orif on the other hand, bera
that Law be not 10 force now, yet this ‘is clear, thatthe was i
perfons who firlt affigned {uch portions out of their e- 'Y
ftates, did intentionally dedicate them unto God, aad

N8,

fer them apare for the. maintenance of his worfhip and we’e fo
fervice ( however fometimes their might be fome error ward,

36. 5, 6-

inthe manner ) and {o they became hallowed thingsand 3°- 5 °-

fuch as did belong to God, and confequently notalicna- Gog we c.

bfe afeerwards by any man, or company of men what- flay their

fosver,it being both againft the doners will; which none hands fron

oughtto difanull. (Gal, 3. 15.) And the nature of ‘r"j"c‘l"l:l‘f’

hailowed things, which ought not to beputtoacom- pyy,

monufe, Whence we read thac the cenfers ufed by

Corah and his complices, though it was ftrange fire that

was offered in them, yet becaule they were offered before

the Lordy therefore they were hallowed and command.

ed to be turned into broadplates for the A'rary that {othey

might not be pu: to any commen ule againe. N##.16.37.

38, Befides, being hallowed things, they belong pri-

‘marily unto God Lev. 27. 30. Now he hathappoin-

ted his Miaifters to be his receivers. Num. 18 8. 9.

The Lord [prke wunto Arrom, hehold I bewe alfo giv nthee

the charge of nty heave-sfferings of all the hallowed things

of all the children of Ifrael, unto thee bave I given t,’JeZt Lev.27 3
3
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adde thatthele revenucs being defigned for: the main.

; tenance of Gods lervice, as 1 laid, i.¢. of thofe, whofe

. buliaels and particalar calling it is to be employed abou

s (Gods worfhip and {ervice, how can they have auy righe

? [:.’;,_n,‘ who ferve not at the Altar 2 How unc

i i : leand unjult a thing is ity that they that aré
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g B uchas ina capacity of doing the work, thould !
Il the wages? Miniftets plow and
mpropriators reap the crop
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nd benefit, Minifters b the vineyardy and Impro-
PEiATOL: ’ it thereof. E»l;mi'rcr%' feed the flock
i e OFS cat the milkes. and take the- fleccernf
Vi the flasks. - This is not {o flrange a thing, in many places

in &ngland (how abfurd and finfull foever it be) asthe
Apolile makesit, 1Cor,9.7.

: ‘And thenfor Compounderss who take (I will not fay,
! fteal) 4 Goofe and frick down a feather onlyy (as we uleto
it fay)” that have large cftates and proportions, and yetal-
b low but fome petry ‘nconiiderable Compofrion in iy of
'. all, perhaps notatithe of theirtithe, let them ferioufly
4 confider, whether Prefctiption and Cuftome will bea
i fuffcient Pleaat Gods Tribunall, If 5 tenth be fill due
)

by

ae)
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b0 their Paftor
by Gods Law, (asTthink the learnedoft of ther cannot

t
difprove) then [ am {ure thatthe Law of man will ge.
ver excule them, thatlimitsittoa twenticth, or fome-
tmes 1t may be {carce a fourtieth p

_ reieeh pare, - For though the
Law of the Land may augmeat and cnlarge, yet cer-

tainly it cannot contralt and abridge, what the Law of
God gives and allowes. An interiour power cannot

s PR AANete T
takcaway any thing that a fuperiour gives, though it

>

may.give ‘more. True, in {ome cafes we read of an !

exchange allowable, that the hallowed thing might be
tarned into moncey, but thenan fndifferent price wasto
befetupon itiby the Prieft, and he was not |
ehange a Noble for nine pence, Thavef;

eoncerning thefe things, becaule per! rallow them
foeafily without chewing, and confidering, that howush
they'be [weet in t_lw mouth, they wil] ve bitter iz the bellyy and
inshe end. Andthereforebeware of dovining |

many way whatfoever, butfee that yon keep a soo
confcience inthefe things, wherein o many do offend,
that you may beable topurge your felves, and make
thatproteftation which the fewes ‘were commanided to
doyy ‘Dent.26.12,13,04. when thou balt made an end of
tithing all the tithes of thine increafe-==then thou (halt fay
forethe Lovd thy God, I have brought aw.y the

things on of mine houfe, -=-according ro all thy Cor

not bound to

[TSEEN

- ) 7 y ~
ment s-which thon haft commanded me s I have not tranfp
=)

Hy Cammandensintsy neitler bave I forgotten them :
Aok.eat theresf inmy mourning, 1.€. (as fome expound it)
What want{oever 1 have beenin, yetdurftI never re-
lieve my neceffity by robbing God of his part, by appro-
priating to my {elf, of imployins to my own privare ufe
anything that did belong to-him, .
10. ‘Ceafe not to pray for thém. He iscounted uacivill,
that, if he doth but pafs by one atplow, or meet a cra-
veller on the road, will not bid him God Peed: and
furely he isboth unchriftian and undutifully that will
¥

'a e
2 not

\
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not pm} for the continuance and mcxufu of his Mini-
{ters gifts and graces, and for a blefling upon his labeurs,
1 :im.wy pray .t for a quiet and p\acmbln man,
as they call ,1 1im, wi ho will be content with any thmg

oy give him; notin qamcxvuncotlm converfations;
ying into their faults, but rxmvrwmkmg
ring them to walk in their finfull w aycs,
no notice d it. O this is the man for their
uch a one they pray heartily their Minifter may

uey 21

>ut for lu.. s ability and hudlty’ in the difcharge of his
, and other things of the like nature, they never fo
as wifh for

(\'*,‘/ ot your Minifters, and their Lzbowr of love a-
you for your fouls good, Let them not have oc-
fay of you, accorduw tothe old Proverb, Ozt
;’ar,,w,v tof mind : hereby you will difcover both your
atitude and folly. IP’staxed asa foul blemifh upon
Ci[ W hlul was Jelivered ‘)/ the wi(dome of a poor
vife ma .', that no man remembred the fz-ne;wm man, Eccl.
9.15. Andi mwn the deftruction of Foafk, that be remene
bred not the 1(14 dnefs which J holada bad done . to I)zm,
2 Chron.24.12, &c.  Otherefore letit never be faid,
tmtymxmmiui yon forsotten all thofe wholfome in-
flructions they gave you, and thofe other ' kindnefles
they thewed to your fouls, fo that you fhould not re-

tain a gratefull memoriallof them (o ¢ ong as you live.
Take ‘11 d of making default in any of thefe particu-
lars ; and think not that an inconfiderable under-rate
{ oavrmn) will ferve for thefe dues: for affure your
{clves, thatif eicher you detain ordefraud your Mini-
1} fs of them, (ﬂ 1 will fine you in treble dammages at
lealt, And therefore be carctull in payu g all thefe
dcbfs and duties you owe to them, that therebs you
may make it appear, that you Iumv them (and your
d‘.ltV Othcm) which labeur amang yeuy and are over "oty

ani ,&;@za’zg/o yon, . Amen,
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