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LEONARD LEOPOLD MACKALL (1879 - 1937)
THE ANONYMOUS FOURTH EDITOR
OF THE BIBLIOTHECA

n view of the fact that 1954
marked the twenty-fifth anniver-
sary of the publication of the
Bibliotheca Osleriana, Dr. W.W.
Francis was asked at the time to
write a brief note about that
monumental work. In it he
described the respective roles of

: = the editors as follows. “My part
was that of chief editor, one among several successive
collaborators. We learned more than the technicalities
of our job from one of them, Mr. R.H. Hill, then of the
Bodleian and now director of the National Central Library
in London; another was Archibald Malloch whose death
last year is so widely deplored. When deafness threatened
his promising clinical career at Montreal, he became the
distinguished librarian of the New York Academy of
Medicine. An anonymous fourth was an old friend from
my 'teens on, that quaint and erudite wizard, L.L. Mackall,
whom Garrison called Osler’s bibliographic sleuth-
hound — he seemed to know the whereabouts, history,
and prospects of any and every rare book. Dear old
Leonard! Some of us have difficulty deciphering our own
script, but you always carried a typewriter and could even
make that illegible!”

Now another twenty-five years have passed and we have
reached the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of the
Bibliotheca Osleriana. On this occasion it seems approp-
riate to remind readers of the Newsletter that there was
in the person of Mr. L.L. ‘Mackall an editor of the
Bibliotheca whose modesty prevented him from allowing
his name to be added to those of his editorial colleagues.
Francis has stated that he pleaded with Mackall to let him
put his name with those of the other three editors at the
end of the preface but Mackall professed to believe that
his services did not justify it. However he could not
prevent his name from appearing in the Bibliotheca as a
donor or contributor of a bibliographic note, although
Mackall did object to it occurring at all frequently. He
had indeed been Osler’s “bibliographic sleuth-hound”
but his services to the Bibliotheca were more extensive
than that. He read and criticized all the proofs, writing
about them lengthy letters described by Hill as them-
selves marvels of bibliography. In addition, he came to
Oxford in 1923 and spent two months working with
Francis, thoroughly revising the cards of several sections.

It is of interest to recall how Mackall, who was not a
physician, met Osler. Born in Baltimore in 1879, Mackall
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Mackall, Savannah, Georgia, 1924.
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had received his preliminary education at Lawrenceville
School from which institution he graduated in [896.
After a year in Europe he enrolled as an undergraduate
in Arts at Johns Hopkins, attaining his A.B. in 1900.
While at Hopkins as an undergraduate he became familiar
with virtually everyone in the University who was interested
in books. Among them was Francis who was then also a
student at Hopkins and it was Francis who introduced
Mackall to Osler. This was around 1900 and from then
until Osler’s death in 1919 the association between
Mackall and Osler was very close. Some idea of the
affection which Osler inspired in Mackall may be gained
from the following excerpt from a letter written by
Mackall to Osler June 28th, 1919 in anticipation of
Osler’s seventieth birthday. Addressing it to “Dear, Dear
Chief,” Mackall wrote, “No one could possibly be more
universally admired and beloved by his friends — or
more often thought of by them. If there were only more
that we could do to give you pleasure! I hope that you
will be able to think of something that I could do for you.
Try, please.” Clearly Mackall’s subsequent editorial
work on the Bibliotheca was a labour of love.

His enrichment of Osler’s collections of books by frequent
gifts and his editorial work on the Bibliotheca were not
his only Oslerian services. He also played an important
part in preparing for publication Osler’s lectures on
“The Evolution of Modern Medicine” delivered at Yale
University in April 1913, a task which Osler had not been
able to complete. Fielding H. Garrison, in his preface
to this volume, refers to Mackall’s “zeal and persistence
in the painstaking verification of citations and references”.

To this point, Mackall’s association with Osler has been
given most of the emphasis. Other aspects of his career
should be mentioned. He became thoroughly familiar
with Goethe’s writings; this led to many publications.
He brought together the most complete collection of
Servetus literature ever to be assembled. He clarified a
number of subjects connected with the history and
literature of Georgia, the state which became his home.
Once a week for thirteen years he wrote an article of some
1500 words for the “Notes for Bibliophiles™” page in the
“Books” section of the Sunday issue of the New York
Herald Tribune. One of these articles was devoted to an
account of the official opening of the Osler Library in
May 1929, a ceremony which Mackall attended. He
served as President of both the Bibliographic Society of
America and the Georgia Historical Society. He was
Honorary Consultant in Bibliography to the New York
Academy of Medicine. He built up a remarkable personal
library, comprising approximately twelve thousand
volumes; the greater part of this he left to Johns Hopkins.
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To this rather incomplete account of his full life should
be added that he was a most generous bibliophile. He
seemed to be familiar with the holdings of countless
libraries and individuals and he took delight in contributing
gifts of rare books to fill gaps in their collections.
Dr. John Fulton, in a perceptive appreciation, remarked
that Leonard Mackall believed that every rare book
should be in the collection best calculated to promote
scholarship. Thus, although his services to Osler and
Oslerians were great indeed, his influence spread far and
wide throughout the world of scholarship, medical and
~non-medical alike.
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Letters from Mackall to Osler and Francis, Osler Library.

E.H. Bensley

THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF
THE OSLER LIBRARY
MAY 29, 1929

When in 1954 Dr. W.W. Francis was given an opportunity
to reminisce briefly about the official opening of the
Osler Library, he devoted only one sentence to this event.
He wrote, “It is twenty-five years since the Osler Library
was formally opened at McGill on 29 May 1929, the
hottest day in the memory of the participants, particularly
those functioning in academicals.”* Dr. Francis char-
acteristically refrained from painting a glowing picture
of a ceremony in which he himself, as Osler Librarian and
chief editor of the Bibliotheca Osleriana, had played a
prominent role. Modesty in such matters was one of his
endearing qualities. The account presented here may not
be glowing but it is intended to be sufficiently detailed
to do justice to this unique milestone in the history of the
Osler Library and to indicate the importance attached
to the ceremony marking the formal acceptance by
McGill University of Sir William Osler’s bequest.

The official opening or dedication, as it was called in the
printed program, took place before an audience of some
350 invited guests on the afternoon of May 29, 1929 in the
Assembly Hall of the Strathcona Medical Building, two
floors below the newly completed Osler Library. The
presiding officer was the Chancellor of McGill University,
Mr. E.W. Beatty, better known in later years as
Sir Edward Beatty. With him on the platform were
Sir Arthur Currie, Principal of McGill University; the

*Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences, 1954, 9:
464-465.

Right Honourable William Lyon Mackenzie King, Prime
Minister of Canada; Dr. C.F. Martin, Dean of the
McGill Medical Faculty; Canon Emile Chartier, Vice-
Rector of the University of Montreal; Professor W.S.
Thayer of The Johns Hopkins University; and the Very
Reverend Arthur Carlisle, Anglican Dean and Rector of
Montreal.

After an invocation by Dean Carlisle, Dr. Francis gave a
detailed account of the origin and growth of the Library
and told how Sir William had come to leave his books to
his old college. It is of interest to recall that the first copy
of the Bibliotheca to reach Montreal had arrived only a
few weeks earlier. The ceremony of May 29 was attended
by the three who had assisted Dr. Francis in the monu-
mental task of preparing this catalogue of the Osler
Library. They were Mr. Reginald H. Hill of Oxford,
Mr. Leonard L. Mackall of Savannah, Georgia, and
Dr. T. Archibald Malloch of New York. The Board of
Curators of the Osler Library had held its first meeting
just prior to the ceremony and at that meeting Dr. Malloch,
then Librarian of the New York Academy of Medicine,
was elected a Curator “in view of his intimate connection
with the Donor [Sir William Osler] and of his work on
the Library and its catalogue.”

To return to the proceedings at the official opening,
Dr. Francis was followed by Dr. William Sydney Thayer,
the principal guest speaker. At that time, Dr. Thayer was
Emeritus Professor of Medicine at The Johns Hopkins
University and Visiting Physician to The Johns Hopkins
Hospital. He had had a long and intimate association
with Sir William Osler commencing in 1890 when he
became Osler’s assistant resident at the recently founded
Johns Hopkins Hospital and subsequently his resident
from 1891 to 1898. A superb clinician, a polished speaker,
a keen student of fine literature with a special love of
poetry and a considerable command of languages, both
classic and modern, Dr. Thayer was well suited to his
task. He delivered an elegantly worded and touching
appreciation of Osler and his much loved books.

After the completion of Dr. Thayer's address, Osler’s
bequest was formally presented to McGill University by
Mr. Henry Smith Osler, K.C. acting on behalf of the
Osler family. Mr. Osler was the eldest son of the Honourable
Featherston Osler and thus a nephew of Sir William.
At the suggestion of Lady Osler, Featherston Osler had
been appointed a Curator of the Osler Library in 1921
but had died three years later. His son Henry had been
chosen to replace him as a Curator and, at the ceremony,
was the senior representative of the Osler family. After
Mr. Osler's formal presentation, Sir Arthur Currie
accepted the gift on behalf of McGill University and in
a graceful speech made it clear how well he understood
the value to the University of the Osler tradition and the
Osler Library.

Several congratulatory messages had been received and
these were read by Dr. C.F. Martin, who as Dean of the
McGill Medical Faculty was Chairman of the Board of
Curators of the Osler Library. They included greetings
from the Osler Club of London, “written on vellum,
illuminated, and sumptuously bound,” and from the
Curators of the Bodleian Library, “specially printed by
the Oxford Press on one side of a large sheet of paper,
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rolled and cased” and brought from Oxford by Mr. R.H. Hill,
the official delegate of the Bodleian at the opening of the
Osler Library.

The ceremony closed with a Benediction pronounced
by the Very Reverend Dean Carlisle and following this
the guests visited the Osler Library and viewed the
exhibits with Dr. Francis had arranged.

There is no doubt that the official opening ceremony was
a success but there was one sad circumstance which made
it less successful than had been hoped. When the plans
were first laid, it was expected that Lady Osler would
attend and make the presentation on behalf of the Osler
family. The remarks of the speakers showed that all were
deeply conscious of the shadow cast upon the ceremony
by her death the previous year. Mr. H.S. Osler ably
represented the Osler family and his presence was most
welcome. Equally welcome was the presence of several
other members of Sir William and Lady Osler’s families,
including Lady Osler’s sister, Mrs. H.B. Chapin. But
of course no one could take the place of Lady Osler. -

(Reprinted, with minor omissions, from Osler Library Newsletter,
no. 16, June 1974)

Greetings from the Osler Club of London on the occasion
of the official opening of the Osler Library, signed by
Alfred W. Franklin and Walter R. Bett. Greetings from
the Bodleian were reproduced in Newsletter no. 16.

BENSLEY AND TEIGEN HONOURED

By a unanimous decision of the Board of Curators,
Dr. Edward H. Bensley was made Honorary Osler
Librarian and Dr. Philip M. Teigen was made Osler
Librarian, effective January 1, 1979.

In honouring Dr. Bensley, the Curators wish to recognize
his long and exceptionally competent service as Editor
of this Newsletter, his contributions to its pages, his
support for the Library during the critical period of its
removal from the Strathcona to the McIntyre Medical
Sciences Building; and to pay tribute to his numerous
services rendered on behalf of the Library over many
years. The only previous Honorary Osler Librarian was
Dr. Wilder Penfield who died in 1976.

Dr. Teigen, who came to McGill with a Ph.D. in the
History of Science, as well as a master’s degree in Library
Science, is now completing his fifth year as head of the
Osler Library. The author of several scholarly articles,
Dr. Teigen has at the same time guided the Library
through an important period of expansion and con-
solidation, including the development of the W.W. Francis
Wing and the preparations for the Library’s 50th
anniversary year. As a scholar and librarian, Dr. Teigen
has maintained the Library in its present position of
international pre-eminence. The Curators take great .
satisfaction in the fact that its future will continue to be
guided by the competence and distinction that have
marked his stewardship. The Library has had only one
previous Osler Librarian, Dr. W.W. Francis.

It is with considerable pleasure that I take this opportunity
to announce to the Friends and to other readers of the
Osler Library Newsletter, these two actions of the Board.

Samuel O. Freedman,

Dean, Faculty of Medicine and
Chairman, Board of Curators
of the Osler Library

OSLER DAY — 1979

Osler Day this year will fall on Wednesday, April 18th.
The Osler Lecturer will be Professor Thomas McKeown
of the Department of Social Medicine at the University
of Birmingham Medical School. Professor McKeown
has made major contributions to a better understanding
of the precise role which medical care has played in
health trends in the industrialized world over the past
100 to 150 years. His lecture will be entitled “Man’s
health: the past and the future.”

Other events of Osler Day will be the annual meeting of
the Board of Curators of the Osler Library in the morning
and the Osler Banquet in the evening. Professor McKeown
will be the honoured guest at the Banquet and will
respond to questions from the floor about his Osler
Lecture delivered that afternoon.

An interesting article about the Osler Library by
Charlotte Gray has been published in the Canadian
Medical Association Journal (1978, 119: 1442-
1445). Those wishing a copy should send their
requests to Dr. Philip M. Teigen, Osler Library,
3655 Drummond Street, Montreal, Quebec, H3G 1Y6.




FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY SYMPOSIUM

On Tuesday, 29 May the Osler Library will hold a sym-
posium entitled “Books, Manuscripts, and the History
of Medicine.” The intent is to draw together people with
an interest in libraries, bibliography, and the history of
medicine. Since these were primary interests of Sir
William Osler, the fiftieth anniversary of the Osler Library
seems an appropriate time to examine in what ways they
still occupy common ground. Towards this end five
scholars are preparing papers for a general audience of
historians, librarians, bibliographers, and all other
interested persons.

The scholars are:

Estelle Brodman, Librarian and Professor of Medical
History, Washington University School of Medicine.
Richard J. Durling, Institut fiir Geschichte der Medizin
und Pharmazie der Christian-Albrechts-Universitat, Kiel.
Eric Freeman, Librarian, Wellcome Institute for the
History of Medicine, London.

Charles G. Roland, Jason A. Hannah Professor of the
History of Medicine, McMaster University, Hamilton,
Ontario.

G. Thomas Tanselle, Vice President, John Simon
Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, New York.

The program:
9:00 - 9:15 Greetings and introductions

9:15 - 10:15 Charles G. Roland: “Dry, Dusty, Tedious,
Accursed, Hateful Bibliography™ Osler
and British Bibliography
Discussion

10:15 - 11:15 Richard J. Durling: Medico-Historical
Research in Mediaeval and Renaissance
Manuscripts
Discussion

11:15 - 11:30 Coffee

11:30 - 12:30 Estelle Brodman: Looking Forward Into
Historical Medical Bibliography
Discussion

12:30 - 2:00 Lunch

2:00 - 3:00  G. Thomas Tanselle: Physical Bibliography
in the Twentieth Century
Discussion

3:00 - 3:15 Coffee.

3:15 - 4:15 Eric Freeman: Medical Historians, Lib-
rarians and Bibliographers: Will They
Ever Meet?
Discussion

4:15 - 4:30 Closing remarks
4:30 - 6:00 Informal social hour

Everyone is cordially invited to attend this symposium.
There will be no registration fees. Financial support is
being given by the Jason A. Hannah Institute for the
History of Medicine, Toronto; Faculty of Graduate
Studies and Research, McGill University; and the Friends
of the Osler Library. Further information may be obtained
by writing Philip M. Teigen, Osler Librarian, Osler
Library, 3655 Drummond Street, Montreal, Quebec
H3G 1Y6. Tel.: (514) 392-4329.



1978-79 CONTRIBUTORS TO THE
FRIENDS OF THE OSLER LIBRARY

The Library gratefully acknowledges the support it received from Friends both old and new who have responded to the appeal
for funds for_the 1978-79 academic year. In this academic year, to date, 247 Friends have contributed a total of $4,624.84. The
names of Friends whose contributions are received after January 31, 1979 will be listed in the June issue.
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*R.P. Howard, Oklahoma City, OK
+G. Huber, Boston, MA
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*S.S. Lee, Montreal, PQ
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L.C. McHenry, Jr., Winston-Salem, NC
F.C. Maclntosh, Montreal, PQ
B. McKinlay, Hamilton, ON
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R.S. Mumford, New York, NY
M. Nathanson, New Hyde Park, NY
*E.F. Nation, Pasadena, CA
A. Nicholls, London, ON
F.T. O’Brien, San Diego, CA
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A.V. Rao, Madurai, India
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M. Revere, Chestnut Hill, MA
K.B. Roberts, St. John’s, NF
tH.R. Robertson, Mountain, ON
B.H. Robinow, Hamilton, ON
A.E. Rodin, Daytona, OH
F.B. Rogers, Denver, CO
*C.G. Roland, Hamilton, ON
H.J. Rosen, Montreal, PQ
S. Rosenberg, Lyndhurst, OH
C. Rosenhek, Montreal, PQ
N.P. Rosman, Newton, MA
M.K. Russel, Montreal, PQ
M.H. Saffron, New York, NY
E.P. Scarlett, Calgary, AB
R. Schlaeger, New York, NY
*J.B. Scriver, Montreal, PQ
tH.N. Segall, Montreal, PQ
P. Sekelj, Montreal, PQ
N. Shaftel, Neponsit, NY
*H. Sheldon, Montreal, PQ
J.L. Shugar, Ottawa, ON
S.A. Siegal, Oceanside, NY
E.E. Simpson, Placerville, CA
R.R. Smalley, Wilmington, NC
A.J. Smith, Oneida, NY
*E.K. Smith, Reno, NV
K.C. Smith, South Lake Tahoe, CA
*T.L. Sourkes, Montreal, PQ
*W.B. Spaulding, Dundas, ON
*H. Starkey, Montreal, PQ
W.G. Stein, New York, NY
tJ. Stratford, Montreal, PQ
R.R. Struthers, Toronto, ON
F.M. Swaine, Belleville, ON
H.L. Tanenbaum, Montreal, PQ
W.A. Taylor, Windsor, ON
P.M. Teigen, Montreal, PQ
*M. Terrin, Baltimore, MD
B.E. Thomas, Tequesta, FL
*W.D. Tigertt, Baltimore, MD
R.C. Tilghman, Baltimore, MD
S.R. Townsend, Montreal, PQ
W.W. Tucker, Denver, CO
University of California Library,
San Francisco, CA
S. Wachter, Bronx, NY
G.C. Walsh, Vancouver, BC
.H. Wangensteen, Minneapolis, MN
F. Webb, Toronto, ON
W. Weryho, Montreal, PQ
.A. Whitelaw, Calgary, AB
M. Wiegand, Montreal, PQ
R. Wilcox, Chapel Hill, NC
D. Wilcox, London, ON
illiam Boyd Library, Toronto, ON
. Williams, Baltimore, MD
*H.B. Williams, Montreal, PQ
J.W. Wilson, New Westminster, BC
W.K. Kellogg Health Sciences Library,
Halifax, NS
E.L. Worthington, Boston, MA
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SUPPLEMENT TO OSLER LIBRARY NEWSLETTER NO. 30

Index for Newsletters nos. 1 to 30 inclusive (June 1969 to February 1979).

Reference numbers are not page numbers, but refer to Newsletter numbers (1 to 30).

Index includes both subjects and authors. Italic numbers refer to items in which the person indexed is an author. Numbers
in roman style refer to items in which the person indexed is treated as a subject.

This index lists only subjects considered to be of relatively major importance. Proper names purely incidental to main
themes are omitted, as are references to sources of information. The index must therefore not be regarded as exhaustive.

Acland, Henry: 15, 23

Acupuncture: 13, 16

Adams collection: 10

Adams, Frank Dawson: 10

Alabama student: John Y. Bassett, 19
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Currie, Arthur: 12, 16, 30

Cushing, Harvey: 16, 24; papers, 4

Davison, Wilburt Cornell: appreciation, 11
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Dismal Swamp, visit to: tale by William Osler, 19, 21
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official opening of the Francis Wing, 28; and official opening of the
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Fulton, Marshall: 19

Garrison, F.H.: 6

Gawoski, John Michael: 22, 25
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Griffith, Harold: 23
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Harvey, Axel: 3, 12
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Holloway, Lisabeth: 20
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Keen, William Williams: and William Osler, 11, 20
King, Thomas Davies: 22
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London, Osler Club of: see Osler Club of London

Mackall, Leonard Leopold: 3, 16, 30

Malloch, A.E.: 6, 16
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McGovern, John P.: 11, 25
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McIntyre Medical Sciences Building: 14, 19
McKenzie, Robert Tait: commemorative medal, |
Medical Library, McGill University: 2, 27
Mennessier de la Lance: Essai de Bibliographie Hippique, 11
Montreal Neurological Institute: 19

Mystic arts: 3
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Nobbs, Percy Erskine: architect of the first Osler Library, 12, 13, 19

Open Arms: 6, 15, 19, 23

Ophthalmological works: 5

Osler Banquet: see Osler Society of McGill University, banquet ritual,
reports of activities

Osler Catalogue: see Bibliotheca Osleriana

Osler Club of London: 16, 21, 30; library, 29; semi-centennial, 29

Osler Day, McGill University: 22, 24, 25, 27, 28, 30

Osler, Edward Revere: 21; copy of The Boy’s Odyssey, 16

Osler, Grace Revere: 12, 16, 19, 20, 30; Lady Osler endowment, 1

Osler, Henry Smith: 16, 30

Osler Lecture, McGill University: 22, 24, 25, 27, 28, 30
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Penfield, Wilder Graves: 9, 19; appreciation, 22
Peterson, William: 28
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Quarantine, history of: 28
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Thayer, William Sydney: 16, 30

13 Norham Gardens, Oxford: see Open Arms

Triptych: Linacre, Harvey, and Sydenham, 15, 23
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Veterinary science: 11, 17
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Ward, R. Vance: 24

Weisz, George: appointment, 29
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Whitnall, Samuel E.; 12, 24
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