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Osler's Use of "Ike" for Revere

n my paper on Revere,
given at the 1980
meeting of the Ameri-
can Osler Society, I at-
tributed Osler's use of
"Ike" as a contraction
of Izaak Walton to Re-
vere's passion for fish-

ing.I Apparently, at the time, other Oslerians
also thought so and no one questioned it.
Cushing (p. 645) cites Osler's first use of
"Isaac Walton" (sic) in several handwritten
letters sent in the summer of 1904 from Mur-
ray Bay, Canada, when Revere was age 8,
mentioning for the first time the boy's inter-
est in trout fishing, but not mentioning him
by name.2 He used the Biblical spelling Isaac.
This fascination with fishing continued life-
long as Revere's greatest hobby and recrea-
tion. I found no acknowledgement by Revere
of Osler's use of the nickname before then.
As he grew up, Revere often signed himself
"Disciple of Izaak Walton," began to collect
his books and included the phrase in abbre-
viated form in his book plate. It was included
in my address on the Tudor and Stuart Club
of Johns Hopkins University given at the
1983 American Osler Society meeting.3 Re-
vere always used Walton's spelling of Izaak.
It would appear he accepted the connection
with fishing.

In 1985, Alastair Robb-Smith, after read-
ing my 1980 paper, raised the question of
earlier uses of "Ike" that would require a
different derivation. He recalls that in 1984
or '85 he read an article or book that sug-
gested it was inspired by the Biblical Isaac,
the son of Abraham and Sarah, but he can-
not recall or find the reference.4 Earl Nation,
in his Dock lecture of 1965, had mentioned
hearing of the possibility of a Biblical origin.
He gave no reference, but recalls seeing one
to Abraham and Isaac years before, though
he cannot locate it.4 Inquiries to other Osle-
rians brought recollections that Osler had
earlier used the term, obviously referring to
Revere but not mentioning him by name.
Cushing (p. 422) states that by 1896, follow-
ing Revere's birth in 1895, Osler, in letters to
friends, began to use "Ike" along with other
nicknames such as Tommy, Isaac, or Edger-
ton. Edward Bensley, reviewing Cushing's
manuscript files for 1895 and '96 in the Os-
ler Library4, found the nickname usually
used was Edgerton or some slight variation
of it. The exception was one letter in July
1896 in which Osler referred to Revere, then
seven months old, as "Ike". The files gave
no explanations as to why Osler used the

term and I have found none. Cushing (p.
515) quotes a letter to Osler's sister Mrs.
Gwyn (Chattie) about February 1900, when
Revere was age four, referring to "Ike" long
before the fishing trip of 1904.

The day after my inquiry in 1985, Bensley
met with Harold Segall who had long been
interested in Osler.4 They discussed the
story in Genesis, Chapters 17-21, and con-
cluded that the Biblical derivation is the cor-
rect one. Osler's background as the son of
an Anglican Missionary to Canada, his own
early university religious training before he
switched to medicine, and his use of Biblical
references in his writings over the years all
make it reasonable. Osler was 46 and Grace
41 when Revere was born, so an allusion to
a child born in old age is conceivable. Ac-
cording to the Bible, Abraham was 100 and
Sarah 91 when Isaac was born. The actual
ages given obviously are in error, but do
confirm that both were up in years before
having their son. Sarah had been barren, but
God had promised Abraham he would have
a child even though she was now old. She
named him Isaac from the verb "he laughs"
which she does over his birth. Osler was
overjoyed at having a fine, happy son after
the death of his and Grace's first.

The evidence clearly indicates the Biblical
derivation though father and son continued
to use their own interpretations of its origin.
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Editor's note: This article was origi-
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Faith Wallis Honoured

By a unanimous decision of the Board of
Curators at its meeting on November 7th,
1990, Faith Wallis was awarded the honor-
ific title of Osler Librarian.

Faith Wallis joined the staff of the Osler
Library in January 1985 as Assistant History
of Medicine Librarian. She immediately set
the highest possible standard for the com-
bined role of scholar and librarian. Follow-
ing an international recruitment for a
History of Medicine Librarian, Dr. Wallis
was selected for this position in March,
1986.

Since her appointment as History of
Medicine Librarian, Dr. Wallis has pro-
moted the Osler Library in the Faculty of
Medicine, the University community and
externally to an unprecedented degree. She
is committed to making available the re-
sources of the Library in the advancement
of scholarship. Her own scholarship, as a
medievalist, enhances her role as ambassa-
dor on behalf of the Osler Library. At the
same time, Dr. Wallis continues to playa
daily role in the Osler Library, responding
to numerous demands for service by users.
Her commitment to developing the collec-
tion has been distinguished, in particular
through her initiatives with respect to the
Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council. Through her initiative, Dr. Eric
Ormsby, Director of McGill University li-
braries, acquired a substantial collection of
19th-century French medical theses for the
Library. These are only a few of the many
achievements that qualify Dr. Wallis for the
title of Osler Librarian.

The designation Osler Librarian is an
honorific title, without financial implica-
tions. However, since it is awarded by the
Board of Curators and has been given only
twice, to Dr. W. W. Francis and to Dr. Philip
M. Teigen, it is most prestigious.

Richard Cruess
Dean, Faculty of Medicine
of McGill University
and Chairman, Board of Curators,
Osler Library

The initial letter on this page is reproduced from Alexander Nesbitt (ed.) Decorative alphabetsand initials, plate 118, Dover Publications, 1959.



An Osler Letter to Lady Hurst, 1917

Sir Arthur Hurst by Sir Hubert von Herkomer RA

A previously unpublished Osler letter
has recently come to light, pasted on the
back of a framed copy of John Singer Sar-
gent's crayon sketch of Osler (1914), in the
possession of a daughter of the late Sir Ar-
thur Hurst.

Sir Arthur Hurst (1879-1944), physician to
Guy's Hospital and pioneer of British gas-
tro-enterology, was one of this century's
greatest doctors. He was an Oxford gradu-
ate and, early in his career in 1905, he was
awarded a Radcliffe Travelling Fellowship.
The OsIers, newly arrived in Oxford and not
yet settled in 13 Norham Gardens, were
lodging at the King's Arms. Hurst went
there to see Osler and consulted him about
his plans for foreign travel. They became
good friends and Hurst was delighted
when, in 1935, Oxford University awarded
him the Osler Medal.

During the First World War, Osler and
Hurst were medical consultants to the
Army but Hurst (thirty years younger than
Osler) served overseas with the Mediterra-
nean Expeditionary Force and later in hos-
pitals in Oxford, Netley and Seale Hayne.

In 1912, Hurst married a New Zealand
girl, Cushla Riddiford, and a son and two
daughters were born to them. Osler was
fond of Cushla Hurst and, because she was
from New Zealand, he dubbed her
"Zelanda". The copy of the Sargent sketch
was a present from Osler to Cushla Hurst
and is inscribed: "Zelanda. With affection-
ate regards. 5.3.17".

The letter, pasted on the back of the Sar-
gent print, is written on headed paper from
13 Norham Gardens, Oxford, and is simply
dated "16th". Since the date on the Sargent
print is 5.3.17 one may assume that the letter

was written on 16.3.17. The style is typical
of Osler in light-hearted mood. The refer-
ence to "the major" is, of course, to Arthur
Hurst, then serving at Netley Military Hos-
pital, Hampshire. He was later promoted to
Lieutenant-Colonel. Hurst was asthmatic
and the reference to N etley night air being
soporific may possibly relate to this.

16th
13 Norham Gardens,
Oxford.

Dear Zelanda

I was thrilled - head and heart - to hearfrom
my niece today that the photographs were
only now ready. I hope it has arrived. There
has been such a run on [this] class of
professionalbeauty photograph that the delay
was unavoidable!

I hopeall goes well with the major and that
the NetIey night air is soporific.
Yours sincerely
Wm Osler

Reference
A twentieth century physician, being the

reminiscences of Sir Arthur Hurst. London:
Arnold, 1949.
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this letter.

Alex Sakula, M.D., F.R.CP.
Faculty of History of Medicine
Society of Apothecaries of London
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The Osler Memorial Plaque

Historic Sites and Monuments Board of
Canada Unveils Plaque Commemorating

Sir William Osler

A special feature of Osler Day on Novem-
ber 7th, 1990 was the unveiling of a plaque
of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board
of Canada commemorating Sir William Osler.

The ceremony of unveiling was held in
the Osler Libra!)', the afternoon of Osler
Day. The Chair was occupied by Mrs. Ray-
monde Gauthier, member of the Historic
Sites and Monuments Board of Canada.
Welcoming remarks were made by Dr. Rich-
ard Cruess, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine,
McGill University. Historical and biographi-
cal notes relating to Sir William Osler were
provided by Dr. Faith Wallis, Dr. Richard
Golden and Dr. Marian Kelen. The unveil-
ing itself was performed by Dr. Richard
Cruess and the Honourable Robert Layton,
M.P. for Lachine - Lac-Saint-Louis, repre-
se~ting the Honourable Robert R. de Cotret,
Minister of the Environment for Canada, to
whom the Historic Sites and Monuments
Board is an advisory body. Then Mr. Gilles
Desaulniers, Director General, Canada
Parks Service read the text of the plaque in
French and English, and the Reverend Nick
Brotherwood of the McGill University
Chaplaincy Service offered the blessing.

Subsequently the plaque was mounted
just outside the Drummond Street entrance
of the McIntyre Medical Building.



Corrections to Newsletter 65

The author's name, Palmer H. Futcher,
was inadvertently omitted at the end of the
leading article in the October 1990 Newslet-
ter. We offer our apologies.

The caption under the illustration to that
same lead article should read "Marjorie
Howard at the time of her engagement to
Thomas B. Futcher, 1909".

In the tribute to Harold Nathan Segall in
the October 1990 Newsletter, "Aequanimatas"
should have been" Aequanimitas".

Friends of the Osler Library

The Library gratefully acknowledges the
support it has received from Friends, both
old and new, who have responded to the
appeal for funds for the 1990-1991 academic
year. To date 307 Friends have given a total
of approximately $13,820. A special dona-
tion of $15,000 (U.S.) has been received for
renovation projects to the Osler Library and
a travel fund for the Librarians. Most of the
contributions have come from Friends in
Canada and the United States of America.
However very welcome contributions have
come also from Brazil, Chile, Federal Re-
public of Germany; India, Norway; Switzer-
land, United Kingdom and West Indies.

The names of Friends whose contribu-
tions are recorded after January 31,1991 will
be listed in the June issue of the Newsletter.
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