McGILL UNIVERSITY

Department of Archives
4 December 1975

My dear Mrs. Winslow-Spragge:

I enclose Mr. Robert Michel's description of our Accession
No. 2032 which consists of the negative copies of the British North
American Boundary Commission pictures in George Mercer Dawson albums (2)
which you presented to the Public Archives of Canada. The Xs under Dawson
in Mr. Birrell's attached listing indicate the negatives we hold.

Now that the postal service has again become operative, it
may be that the albums Mr. Birrell was to send to you will arrive. If
they do not within the next ten days, it might be well to inform him of
their non-receipt.

Most cordially yours,

~ / /
,‘ i
p ﬁ\ / /

/ /-
ff [ W /
b (Medhcau~
JAcHd /.«’/l; John Andreassen

encls. 4 / University Archivist
{ 74

Mrs. Lois Winslow-Spragge
2 Parkside Place
Montreal, Quebec H3H 1A8

P.O. BOX 6070, STATION A, MONTREAL, QUEBEC, CANADA H3C 3G1



MLGILL UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

perosior __Mrs. Leis Winslow-Spragge and The Public_

Archives of Canada.

accession 2032

DATE ___ .1 December --— . 1975

REFERENCE

ITEM / DOCUMENT

DATES

LOCATION

RM:jd
4 Dec.
1975

130 negatives (10 x 12.5 cm) of British
North American Boundary Commission
photographs. The original photographs
are mounted in 2 albums which belonged to
George Mercer Dawson, who served as
geologist to the Commission and probably
took many of the photographs himself.

The album was deposited at The Public
Archives by Mrs. Winslow-Spragge and
negatives made from these photographs were
sent by The Public Archives of Canada to
the McGill Archives.

32 of the photographs are published in
Mrs. Winslow-Spragge's Life of George
Mercer Dawson, published in 1962.

The photographs were the subject of an
exhibit at The Public Archives of Canada
in June 1975 entitled "Into the Silent
Land," for which a printed catalogue

is available. See also the Canadian
Geographical Journal, October 1975.

The attached list was provided by A.J.
Birrell, Head, Acquisitions and Research
Section, National Photography Collection.

This list describes the photos in the
Dawson collection as well as Boundary
Commission photographs from other sources.

1872-4

Letter box
with Dawson
collection,
R.G. 2




MIEMORARNDUM NOTE  DE SERVICE

SR ; ! SECURITY - CLASSIFICATION - DE SECURITE
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oarr  Identification of North American Boundary Commission Photos.

The basic information on the attached list of titles was
taken from the official caption list which accompanied the
set of photos submitted to the Foreign Office and now located
in the Publiec Record Oifices. Copies of this 1ist and the
photos are found in our accession 1958-206,

Supolcmnntary information, found in the square brackets,
was e;1v ed from research in the Boundary Commission papers
in FO 5, from the letters of Samuel Anderson, and from the
captions which appeared on the reverss or underneath the photos.

(u

The dates assigned to the photos are not pracise excapts
in a few cases whers the date was verified by outside sources.,
The most notable case of this occurs with the photos of the
dead Crow Indians whers the date of July 31 is ziven by both
Milln and Dawson. The group of photos taken at the HNorth
West rle is given as Uctober since it was during that month
that both Commissioners travelied %o the Angle and t;ej are
in -many of the photos. October ssams Lo have been the first
month that the Royal Engineers commenced work at the Angle
but they continued un+1l early the next year. hererore sone
of the photos takeén there may be in November and )ecbﬂber.

The dates given in brackets are as close as can be determined
and are based on written accounts of the movements of the
SUrvey uveams, '

The offiecizl ¥O list is deficient in many points. We
have photoz which do aot =2opese oz the Lister 4n the 70
phot In some cases the photos differ (eg. #85) or are
CTrop] so differently that they are difficult to identify
leg ). I was unable to discover the true number of the
pho have numbered 256,

hers the FO caption list misspelled place names I hava
left the spelling as it appeared.
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tView at Jorth West ingle of
Lake of the Woods. Squaws
nendlng CElaios) & OCU., 18721

Chippewa Wigwams and grave on
one of the lelands in the
Lieke of the Woods. - t0gt.,
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Indian Wigwams on tone of

the islands in Lake of the
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snzgle. Liakes of Voods.
FEn. La72,

Panoramic view of tscene
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Lake of the Woods. Oct.
1672,
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gf VWoods t0ct., 1872) b4

§ D.ki. Beach Collection, Acgc. Noi 1975-11

o Ceiee Dawson Collection, Ate. No. 1975122

= Lhiomes Hiliman Collection; Acc. He, 1972-158

d Nor:] an Boundary Commission Collection, Acc. No.

e = alch are followed by "B gdve copy nc;:c;"
She ce 2lhua borrowed from the Public Recor
The ore, loans and the copy nsgative is our

C-L30/38 F.0.
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