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44 THE INDESTRUCTIBLE JEWS

sian Jews were the brilliant innovators of the Jewish _En-
lightenment, but the social parvenus; and the American
Jews were the intellectual parvenus, tolerated by.the Ger-
man and Russian Jews because of their economic power.
Half a century later, when Jewish. history ‘emerged from
thewringeroftwoChristianworldwm,the German
Jews had vanished, the Russian Jews had been reduced to
an impotent mass, and the American Jews had become the
‘Diaspora Judaism.
lea%zrsugiangle the skein of these intertwining events, let
us first delineate the fortunes and adventures of the Jew;sh
people in the North American continent, then examine
i incarcerated the Russian Jews mn
communist enclaves, and finally assess the barbaric acts
of the heirs to the Holy Roman Empire that eliminated the
Jews from the Buropean scene. - ; 5

Jews and God in Capitalist America

Two thousand years ago, the Hellenic drawing room -

was the laboratory where a new Judaism was hammered

out for survival in the second act. Today, the American °

livin roomisthelaboratorywherean'ev.vluda_ismisbeing
hamrgnetedo\nformrvivalintbecommgthlrd act. But

before examining the nature of the Jewish condition in |

resent-day United States, let us revxew that phase of
?\mericanyhistory that set Igwish destiny upon a new
ve“T‘ﬁre.realheroinAmerkﬁnhistoryisnotmanbutspiﬂt,

a spirit which has unconsciously spun an American mani- |

: 5 Sty i b. The
fest destiny as a spider instinctively spins a web.

gisowth of tyhe American continent from the private h_untmg
ground of Indians to the dominant world power n less

than four centuries is an inspiring example of the power of

fiction over fact.

American history is a paradox that proceeds like 2 |

i i lemn
dream on two levels. On one level, it consists of so
phrases of peace, uttered with conviction. On the second,
it consists of actions completely contradictory to these yer-

. . The spirit of the frontier was merged into a politi
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bal statements. While piously reciting George Washington’s
admonition of “no foreign entanglements,” the United
States has become the chief meddler in world politics.
While sincerely preaching that she sought no man’s ter-
ritory, she has erected the largest commercial empire in
the history of man. While proclaiming that she was but a
small-time hick with no diplomatic skill, she has carted off
most of the blue chips from the world’s diplomatic gaming
tables. While loudly proclaiming a fierce intention to fight
for democracy anywhere, she has never entered a war of
liberty on behalf of others without being forced to do so
by world events or self-defense. Thus, while loudly pro-
fessing innocence, ineptitude, and virtue, the United States
has become the twentieth century’s leading world power, as
sincerely blind to the disparity between her words and
deeds today as she ever was.

Two factors have helped siape America’s destiny—the
spirit of the frontier and the spirit of the Puritans. From
1607, when the vast American continent was informally
opened, until 1890, when it was formally closed, the
frontier has been a dominant influence in the shaping of
American history. To the European mind, this frontier was
a fixed line that delineated the end of influence; to the
American mind it was a fluid zone that invited settlement.
As explorers followed by trappers fleeing the settlers all
trekked to the Pacific, a new frontier, like the Eldorado
of the Conquistadores, beckoned from across the Pacific—
the vast landmass of Asia. ! -
manifest destiny by the Puritans. Originally seceders from
the Reform Church of England in the time of Queen
Elizabeth, they were so called because they stood for a_
more radical purification of Catholic elements than the

Anglican Church “allowed. The sole authority of the

Puritans, like that of the Karaites, was the “pure word of

God” without “note_or comment.” In the seventeenth
. century, as England entered her period of religious wars,

the Puritans, who cursed Anglicans and papists with equal

E vehemence, were ripe for persecution. They headed for

America in search of freedom.
Except for their worship of Jesus, the Puritans were as
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y America expanded constitutional law into
ent of American political and civil life.
itans transformed the Jewish concept of a reli-
mifest destiny into a political manifest destiny,
ving it was God’s w111 that Americans should rule the
flent and the seas beyond, a mystique that gave the
ts ideas of grandeur undeterred by reality. Even
the future United States consisted of but thirteen

original MagnaCamMnotcareabout the people f
their rights. Its sixty-four dry paragraphs (two of themd
devoted to how to cheat the Jews) gave concessions
mfy lords. Not until 300 years later, after the English gely colonies, American revolutionaries, not knowing
e ms;nzd by the Old Testament and guided by (Whether a patriot’s medal or hangman’s noose awaited
i c precedents, began to reinterpret the Magna Carta. ‘fhem, grandiosely named their governing body the “Conti-
mha eir struggle for individual rights, did it become a. (Mental Congress” and their army the “Continental Army.”
c 'Ir'ttlerl;,f freedom for the people. ‘A incident that occurred during the Revolutionary War
fellov:-tr:uih ml:;sd rightly regarded the Puritans as.Jewish ° | Saggests how thoroughl; the Puritans identified themselves
MECHEL l;'er:hri o when they departed for the Colonies, | With the Spirit of the Old Testament and the spirit of a
A;‘ i A an t:z: wr:;el;hae?il off as good riddance. In S manifest destiny. When Colonel (later General) Ethan
S T‘eisa’tament ita lm SVh f—llr nev:'i homeland upon » . Alien ordered the British commander at Ticonderoga to
fo mjg H‘:g% - en Harvard University was $urreader, the British g.reral haughtily asked, “In whose
rew ajong with Latin was taught a8 S same?” Allen insouciartl; answered, “In the name of the

:me :i the two main languages. Governor Cotton wanted ' great Jehovah and the Continental Congress.”
Igeg:'e;aih:nrosm‘t:alcx;de tll;:claw of Massachusetts, and It was the Liberty Bell, with its inscription from
e poin ost became the official language of Leviticus (25:10): “Proclaim liberty throughout the land,
unto all the inhabitants thereof,” that, in the Jewish tradi-

The principles of the United States Constitution and tion, i i

rang out for the first reading of the Declarat
:onstxtutlonal law derive from this Puritan heritage. The lndependgence. I(t)rwase th;: Pru:itang s;irit Zf init?;;\::na:(g
nl;a:‘rlxers o:d ttlxje %ms;xtutxon were familiar with the tech- destiny, carried by explorers, traders, and settlers across
T;lmesdusth Yh ﬂﬁ: ews for amending their Torah with the continent and embedded in the American conscious-:
u ough they did not envision the body of con- pess, that left a more enduring imprint on the American
stitutional law that was to grow out of their Constitution ebaracter than did the spirit of the frontier. From_this
any more than Moses enwsnPned the body of Talmudic law minority group of Puritans, not from the ma]onty groups
that was .to grow out of his Torah. But the Constitution of Anglicans_and Catholics, came the main thinking of
;)i; the Url;ned f}tjate_.} acle;;n:d t(;:l function in Am.encan Politif:al the leaders of the American Revolution and the founders

Li; ﬂ:lﬁc Ta:i u; [ ad fur.lcftloned in Jewish life. of American_constitutional and legislative thought..
Like the Talmud, it created a spirit of law through the Though the political power of the Puritans was broken
judicial arm rather than the legislative, for whereas Con- in 1800, their ideology became the American ethos. By
gr:;; mt;kw lthe laws, the Supreme Court can affirm or 1820, the Puritan-inspired politicians had formulated the
:{ ;fl)’ 0;0 aws Wlth. 1ts power to interpret their constitu- mystique of an American manifest destiny into political
ionality. Just as Hai Gaon in Islamic times expanded slogans. Two decades later, with the Monroe Doctrine, it
the power of the Talmud in every area of Jewish life from took on its international aspects, loftily appointing the
commerce to morals, so Chief Justice Marshall in nine- United States the guardian of the American continents,

H
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long before it had the power to enforce such unilateral
provisions.

It was this eombmed -spirit of frontler and Puritanism
that greeted the first Jews arriving-in Colonial America
in the seventeenth century. This Puritan atmosphere of
Colonial America has shdped the American Jew as much
as Greco-Roman ideology shaped the Hellenistic Jew, the
Mohammedan culture the Islamic Jew, and the Western
tradition the European Jew.

The Jews reached the United States in three “ethnic”
migratory waves from Spain, Germany, and Russia over a
span of three centuries. When Spanish and Portuguese
navigators discovered America, Jews were in the advance
party, settling as early as 1500 in South America. When

the Inquisition established branch offices in the New &
World, the Jews fled north. Thus it came about that
Spanish and Portuguese Jews, fleeing from Brazil and the =
West Indies, settled in the Colonies as early as 1621, a

year after the Mayflower arrived. Two centuries later came
the German Jews, along with German Christians, fleeing
the economic, social, and political upheavals in Germany.
Toward the end of the nineteenth century came the third
ethnic migratory wave. In the four decades between 1880
and 1920, religious persecution and political repression
funneled two million Jews from Russia into America. But,
though the fabric of American Judaism is woven from
these three ancient strands of Judaism, the pattern in the

fabric is uniquely American.
Why has American Judaism taken such a different

course from that of European-Judaism? Four factors ex-
plain it. The Spanish Jewish settlers who first came to
America had no ghetto tradition and were otherwise un-
distinguishable in looks from the rest of the American
population. They became part of the American scene from
the beginning and set the pattern for other Jews to follow.
Because the Colonists did away with the European system
of nobles, priest, and serf, and themselves constituted the
middle class of farmers, tradesmen, and artisans, the Jews,
who were the middle classes in feudal Europe, were readily
absorbed into the American middle class milieu. As Jews
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had equal protection under the laws and were part of the
country’s economic fabric, there was no need for them to
form their own “state within a state” as they had had to
do in previous challenges. Though American Jews came
from the great centers of Talmudic learning in Europe,
the Talmud never took root in America, and played but a
minor role in the development of American Judaism.
Slowly, most BEuropean-Jewish institutions vanished on
American soil. And lastly, there were no ordained rabbis
in America in the first two centuries of American Jewish
history. The autocratic rabbinic system of Europe never
had a chance to establish itself. When the rabbis did
arrive, power had already passed into the hands of the
kw:sh congregations, in much the same manner that the
. power of the Anglican Church passed into the hands of
.the Puritan congregations.
Though the spirit of the American Jew has been forged
over a period of three centuries, he lived unhistorically
until the twentieth centr:ry, when capricious history placed
the symbolic scepter of Diaspora Judaism in his willing or
unwilling hands. Will this responsibility entrusted to him
by the blind permutations of historic forces wilt in a waste-
land of anti-intellectualism, or will an American-Jewish
renaissance insure this culture a continued growth? Could
it be that American Judaism is destined to play the same
dominant role in the coming third act as Pharisee Judaism
gl;y;d in the second act and Sadducee Judaism in the
t

The position of the Jew in America today resembles that
of the Jew in Palestine 2,000 years ago, when Pharisee
Judaism slowly gained ascendance over Sadducee Judaism.
Is American Judaism today similarly destined to gain
ascendance over the Pharisee Judaism that has been the
Judaism of the Diaspora throughout the 2,000 years of
the second act?

Everything points to such a takeover. In the waning
centuries of the first act, Pharisee Jews undermined and 5
finally did away with the Sadducee cults of sacrifice,

Temple, and priesthood. American Jews in the waning

centuries of the second act are similarly doing away with
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Thye Churely of St Andrew and $t. Panl

3415 REDPATH STREET
MONTREAL 109, P.Q.

April 5th, 1973

Mrs., Donald N. Byers,
604 Clarke Avenue,
Montreal 217, P.Q.

My dear Anne,

I find it difficult to put into words the deep
appreciation which I feel for your letter of
April 1lst. I thank you with all my heart for
writing so graciously, so beautifully, and with
such kindness. During these past weeks, a
number of good friends have been thoughtful
enough to write me., I can honestly say that

no letter has touched me more profoundly than
yours,

It means so much that a discerning friend would
write as you have done following my very long
ministry within The Church of St. Andrew and

St. Paul., The words in your letter, the pictures
which you suggest, and the comments of gratitude,
all make me feel how very rich and blessed my
ministry has been in this dear Church. After
reading your letter, I feel such warm assurance
that my ministry has been indeed a good one and,
I dare to think, a useful one.

It is such a blessed experience, and yet a
terrifying one too, to be a Parish Minister in
such a bewildering time as ours. I think I
know what.my "goals" are, but I am sometimes
perplexed as to whether I have actually achieved
my goals., Such a letter as yours is a most
inspiring and heart warming answer. As I think
of you, of your family, and of a great host of
friends within this Church, I have such an
enormous feeling of gratitude that I have been
able to minister here for a generation and more.



I shall not disguise from you that it will be a
severe wrench to withdraw from the Church, as T
must do in a few months time, Nevertheless, I
shall leave with the deep conviction that I have
done the work which I was meant to do, to the
best of my ability, and that a strong, united,
happy, and confident Church awaits my successor.
Dear Anne, I desire this last blessing so very
much, I am so concerned that the new Minister
of The Church of St, Andrew and St. Paul will
begin his ministry under happy auspices.

As you suggest in your letter, this is not the
end of my ministry within the Christian Church,
I hope with all my heart to find another post
where I can still work with people, and where

I can still share some of the riches of that
Kingdom in which we all believe, and which
sometimes seems so elusive. I thank you and
Donald for all your kindnesses across the years,
Please know that I shall continue to think of
you all with such affection and pride, and
shall hope that our paths will cross again
many times.

Please remember me most kindly to Donald.

Yours faithfully,

.

R.J. Berlis

RJB:vm

b O R R



€he Ehurely of St Andrenr and It Paul

3415 REDPATH STREET

MONTREAL 109, P. Q.
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Mrs, Donald N. Byers,
604 Clarke Avenue,
Montreal 217, P,Q.
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275 Brittary Avenue
December 28th.1975.
lly dear Hostess;-

I feel that "Turkey and mince tart" is the appropriate
label for this letter!

One can hardly mention all the factors that combined to
make euch a pleasant Christmas Day. Easy and efficient trans-
portation; a warm welcome upon arrival at a festive house; re-
unions with 0ld f£riends; and bounteous holiday fare!

The happiness that you and Yonald gave all of us last
Thursday will be a wonderful memory of the first Christmas in
the new house and a promise of the years to come.

I am so glad that I could be with you.

With gratitude and love,
Mo,

"Happy is the house that shelters a friend."
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72 Leger Lane, Box 211, Como, P.Q. Jop 140 July 8,1980 |

Dear Anne,

I hate the feeling that you might describe me as a little less commin-
icative than Ed. and Isobelle! therefore I am trying to make a little ripple.
We are just home from Metis, which was an unqualified success, even tho' it turned
out that I had a big house to look after, and 5 people to cook for. Despite
this I meanaged to play golf every day, and go out to.parties every lunch and
, every night before dinner, and accept two dinner invitations, and have a dinner
o sz;a@party for one of Dickie's friends. I decided at the end of the week that I was
f a damn clever housekeeper, although, I confess, I was comparing myself with
Pickie's daughter who arrived by plane the first day, with her boyfriend from
Alabama, and from that minute on, it was absolutely clear that she was a
domestic disaster. I went into spasms when she entered the kitchen, which means
that I had two spasms, once when she left Frank's prunes on 'high' for 4 hours,
and once when she did the same thing to the boiled eggs. - She is an expert on
antique clothing in New York, and sells them, and also wears them all the time/
Most of the time she was to be seen in a purple satin blouse and voluminous
pants, covered with a lace sourtout, and » on her feet, green pointed shoes with
bows, which she told me was the 'silhouette' which is returning for 1980.

Well anyway, I hear that you are entertaining all the time , with prac-
tically no let up. Sometimes it's hard, but it really pays dividends in the
WeMOryess+oThe good times we had in Gan. etc. etc.

: My red currants are dripping in the obd pillowslip, and, of course, I
f ?I? tried to hurry up the drips, and the pillowslip was weak at the corner, and when
| I squeezed the bag, I covered the kitchen, and myself, with something resembling
pink lava. Better than the time I boiled the little plums, ignoring the cook
book, which said, 'prick each plum with a needle twice, 'and I couldn't see any
reason for it, until I entered the kitchen some time later to see the plums on
a high boil, and flying out of the top of the preserving kettle like buckshot!

I am sending you Tyler's itinerary, which I know you will be excited to
see, especially as both of ug have some investment in the tripe. What a lovely
thing for Canada, and incidentally for Tyler and the rest. He is looking terribly
handsome now, and is doing a lot of seiling at the Royal St. L. and at the
Hudson ¥ Club, and has a marvelous suntan. The only worry is that he has lived,

I guess on peanut butter in his apartment, and now weighs 170 pounds. I have told
him that that is ENOUGH! '

Well, I must go, I have a golf competition this afternoon
which I would very much like to win. Yesterday I lost my ball on the wide open
fairwey on the first hole on my first shot! This costs 2 strokes, and it can
dampen ones ardour.....l then landed up in 5 bunkers on the rest of the round,
and considered winning a hopeless dream, when suddenly my partner started to
fall apart on the final 3 holes...so I was lucky and wonese.but I con't count
on that again. I think I'll eat & basnana for Iunch!

Lots of love to all
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Marjorie Winslow & Ay : :
The Rosedale 45-755 Juniper Circle, Villa 512

R R 1,Brockville, Ont Palm Desert, CA 92260
canada K6V 5TT Novenor o 1992

Dearest Marjorie:

I was overwhelmed with delight to receive the information about your wonderful
gifé to the New BRUNSWICK HISTORICAL SOCIETY in Fredericton. I had no idea
of your interest or that you were having the Winslow Papers restored and
properly assembled and put in:order. I treasure my volumn of the Winslow
Papers. When my father was visiting us in Weston, probably in early 1950s,.
he cast his eyes over the view from our hill-top pre-revolutionary farm
house and said, "You know, this used to be my country...." quite properly
referring to the days when the British were the first to explore the upper
waters of the Connecticut River, up to Hartford, and even to the Redcoats
marching by our very house on the way to the Battle of Danbury. I often
would look out of what had been the-farm kitchen and picture in my mind's

eye the soldiers marching across our pasture.

I actually saw the collection in abéutAl964, when I was visiting St. John,
where Brook was attending Netherwood. The collection was then in St. John
‘and I had occasion to want to possess a copy of a letter dealing with the
invasion of Norwalk by a party of British from a frigate anchored off the
shores of Westport-Norwalk. The landing party was led by none other than a
Winslow. They succeeded ih burning St. Paul's Church in Norwalk and making
off with a number of the éeverend Mr. Lemmings possessions, including his
wife's tea table, her linens and his cassock. He was a British sympathiser
himself, so it was quite unfair and he was writing to another Winslow in
Boston to request the restoration of his belongings. Alas for him he died
in a prison in New York City of tuberculosis, and thus did not become the
first Bishop of Connecticut, which he was slated to become. Bishop Seabury
got the honor instead. I was able to obtain a full copy of the 1etpérfin'
question and contribute it to St. Paul's Church for I believe their 200th
Anniversary. I never followed through on my whim to present a cassock to
the priest at that time! As T recall the letters were in bundles in tin
boxes.. Apparantly what you have done is quite elaborate and will preserve

them in wonderful condition. How delightful that the task was completed on
Grandfather E. P. Winslow's birthday, September 14. Brook says she hopes



someday to visit your bountiful restoration job in Fredericton. She has just
beautifully framed a marvellous family tree of the Winslow descendents made by
sister Anne. When I telephoned her to tell her of your letter, she immediately
looked for your name on the newly framed Family Tree, but wished that all the
names of h@r generation could have been included, which of course would have
required mﬁch more room than therein available. She would like to know from
you the full names and birthdays of your two children. Her o wn daughter being
adopted makes it of particular interest, and makes - this cousin relationship
particularly precious. To Alicia Dolly, they would be second cousins if I have
i nEight

Gus and I finally, after living in New England for over thirty years went up to
see the Mayflower when we were in Connecticut in 1991. We also got to see the
Town of Marshfield and the 1699 Winslow House, the only Loyalist dwelling that
was not burned down by the Patriots, and survives to this day as it was then.
i o@? its survival to Drléﬁ%%FWinSlOW'WhO was revered by everyone because he
saved the town from small pox, being the first to use the newly discovered
smallpox vaccine. We met thénggggdggﬁg?n%ﬁgtfive next door, and were taken in
to see the interior--fascinating--to juét step back in history, and tread the
boards of one's ancestor. I wonder if you have seen the book by Cynthia Hagar
Krusell and Betty Magoun Bates, called MARSHFIELD, A Town of Villages 1640-1990. °

We purchased it, and find it most interesting. It was published by the Historical
Research Associates, Marshfield Hill, MA 1990. The little local society was
trying desperately to find contributers to battle termites. They had just
repaired the roof. I only wish we were close by so I could pop in and show

it to you. I will try and photocopy a few bits of particular interest.

I cannot begin to express enough appreciation for what you have done, not only

for our entire connection, but for future scholars. YOu have truly created an
historical monument,.which along with your many beautiful sculpture pieces

make you a most r_emarkable and notable CAnadian.,I salute you! I am most
impressed by the amount of money it required, but more so by the value you:

place on saving a decent and fine heritage for those of us who fdiIOW'amd hopefully
carry foreward.

Gus joins me in respectful salutations and much love,

* Included {563*_3_Jz,

Jacket of MARSHFIELD BOOK depicting Winslow House Winter Kitchen by David Brega
Legend from Jacket
Photocopy of 1699 Winslow House

Pagess 21 & 69 re Marshfield and Rexhame Village (Home of Kenhelm)
Index page showing Winslow references
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- Three Octogenarians|
... On a Beach Bench |

?. .| o

e
VY e

SEe. €Y 0% By ALICE W, SIMONS
“it 7 yp &% e Specialto the Palisadian-Post

= h ‘ ‘ - Fhat would one think upon seeing three older ladies sitting on | .

7 D : : " a backless cement bencli, their cotton hats pulled snugly . | -

2 Ad - .~ ¥ ¥ “over their heads and tied firmly usider their chins? They

. were weaiing warmn jackets against the late afternoon April wind.

. Three is & magic atumbet, as in threp bears; three blind mice; the three
witches of Macbeth or three men in'a boat. So who were thése three? | -

1 I was the most fecent member of the trio; and was invited 0 join them
S ° after living in the same apartment building in Pacific Palisades for just
e ) over a year. I got into conversation with the one called Joan one day
U e * . and she told me that she and another fellow tenant had been walking | .
. : onthebenchfo;ﬂlehstthreeyeit&andwouldllliketojointhem?l
e ! thought it over. It was a fairly novel idea to me, and more unstruc-
ol ' tured than the desert activities I had enjoyed over the last 20 years,
e e centered around tennis courts and pools. But I reasoned to myself that
ks I had just lost my husband, that I needed to reassemble my life, that

something a little different might be in order: So the time was right. I
il o B " joined Joan and Marion the next day. i
S : - We drove into the Will Rogers Beach parking lot at the foot of
N o ' Temescal Canyon and parked at the north end. We started our walk
going south on a paved path alongside the beach, stepping aside hur-

e ; riedly from time to time to avoid a collision with swifily moving jog-

o : gers, bicyclists and roller-bladers. Joan and Marion, who were old-

oo : timers on the trail, greeted a bicyclist or & jogger now and then, and
st . we stopped to talk to two young men, brothers, who were seated on -

g i reclining chairs at the edge of the path, drinks in hand, and a tethered
S ; dog beside them. The dog was a deep, chocolite brown, an eight-

Pk month-old female. I asked them if she was still chewing up every-
Heneta ‘ thing, and they replied, *’Tasty toys is the cure for that, and we make

sure they have lots of toys.” :

Below the path, beside the huge expanse of glorious beach, deep
blue verbena were growing in profusion. The view slid into the dis-
tance to the Santa Monica skyline. Pacific Coast Highway runs by
the beach area, and above it towers a steep foothill, mantled lavishly
with yellow flowers and splashed here and there with red and
orange nasturtiums. In the spring, the whole town of Pacific Pal-
isades.is a rhapsody of color, but especially at the beach, where the

flowers grow wild. :
We walk and we talk, and after half an hour or so turn back
! : towards the cement bench where we started. We sit and wait to see
LS , what happens. There are regulars who walk this path and Joan and

* Marion have become acquainted with many of them. :
PR A young woman lopés in our direction, with huge strides, leaning
&2 into the wind. She stops and sits beside Joan. I am in the middle. A
e well-helmated vanne man stons and sits bv Marion. I observe and lis-
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ALICE'S PRAYER

DEAR GOD - I pray that all who in any way have beqn associated
with me in this period of intensive study, whether Byebrief =
contact, by devoted teaching, or in the circle of-dear. friends
and family, whether they have come from farfaway, o peay. at -
hand, and especially the one whd'is closest to me, may know
of my debt to them for their gifts to me of love, of learning
and of friendship. ‘

DEAR GOD - I cenfess 1 wasm't overjoyed when I learned
that my poftion was to be the Civil Code attached to the
Decalogue. But if I was to have my Bat Mitzvah on February 13,
1988, that was it. I read and I read, until finally, leaping #
from the page in letters of fire was the sentence that caused L ' _‘;
me to select the portion I read today - "And a stranger shalt : :
thou not wrong, neither shalt thou oppress him", and then-all
the pieces fitted together and I'knew why I, Aliza Ruth Bat ° el
Avraham, nee Alice Winslow-Spragge, daughter of my beloved e ¥
and honored Canadian family, was carrying the Torah on my
shoulder.

The first definitive step was on Fifth Avenue in 1946
when the man I wa$ ..a love with and was going to marry turned
to me and said, "I think I should tell you I am a Jew." The
1§%§$%be those wordsfon‘me at that time was not great:

Some twenty years later, in 1967, 1 began to know what
they meant, when a major encounter occurred in my llfe. I came
to the Land of Israel. I stepped off the El Al Plane, as a &
stranger, an alien, a non-Jew, and the first word I heard was ' l
“Shalom"- Peace. From the first I felt loved and accepted and
[ was treated as one of them, and my eyes were opened to the
story of the Jewish people, first hand, from Kibbutz Ein Dor
to the Technion, from the Western Wall to Rachel's Tomb, from
the vision of the ancient days given to me by a young Rabbi
Posner, whom I met in Jerusalem, from Geoffrey Wigoder, editor
of the Jewish Encyclopedia, and his wife, Devorah‘Wigoder,
author of "Hope is my House", until finally; I stood quite

»



Page 2

alone in the great memorial cairn of stone known as Yad

Vashem, (Hand of God). I was only one person, one living

person, looking at the flame burning for millions. I was only

one person, a stranger, but strangers can become friends, and

two strangers meeting and becoming friends can make a world

of difference .

Not many months later I asked to join this band of

honorable, valiant, persistent survivors to carry forward in

my time the hallowed Torah. Twenty years more have passed and I

“joined this Temple and last spring I determined to learn the

sacred language and then the secular, so today marks a milestone

and a beginning of a new quest - to learn the Hebrew language

TR o symbolically we are all strangers until we learn

another's language, to the end that your mishpateem of peace
LoVE -bretherheod, and justice may prevail, which please God will be

in our time. AMEN
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Alice and Sustave Simons

inoife you fo share
a special occasion
when Alice is called to the Jorah
as a Bal Mitzoah
on Safurday, the thirteenth of February
ninefeen hundred and eighty-eight
af fen o’clock in the morning
Temple Sinai of the Desert
43-435 IMonterey Avenue
Palm Desert, California

Kiddush /o% wing services



TO BEE

(Apologies to Hamlet)

A Bumble Bee I seem to be---

No choice to be or not to be--
Others work from nine to five,
But dawn to dusk I serve my hive;
I love the sun, I hate the rain,

It makes me buzz in

angry pain.

My gauzy wings are awfully frail,

I cannot fight the blustering gale,
But every morning when I rise,

The thought of pollen gilds my eyes.

ISbuzzREightEoutRtoe
And though the wind

sunny skies,
Se oftentichuslils,

The thought of honey gives me thrills.

Andiis oI bu Zzian d Sl o OuE S
in all the flowers.

And seek the sweets

No questions to the
For all the answers

Its quite enough to
And buzz and bumble

Alice W. Simons
dlani iy asESERRIRCIOR

Dot Guans: Jhio UHR2 Poas gun b

Hierarchy,
a e snal aiEelkey

be a Bee,
endlessly.
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Lois uxrje “ ENLS Palm Desert, California 92260

March 7, 1998

Dearest Ruthie:
It never faileth! No sooner did I pop

your letter into the post office, than on my return
I found your memoir about Grandmother Winslow and
Aunt Charlotte in our letter hox.

You write so well. Gus and T were most
interested and entertained. T hope you will one day
publish your assembled writings--"A Schoolgirl of the
IhERE Ehile s

Among my recollections are the fiercely
competed bridge games between Ned and Lois against
Edward and Alice, the latter acting most superciliously,
and feelinag that Ned and Tnis ware guite hopetess; which
made victory all the sweeter when gquite frequently lLois
and Ned won. Ned always would shake his head most
mournfully when he first picked up his hand after the
deal, and chant, "O dearie me, O dearieg, dearie me!"

]

I do remember Grandmother walking about
in dignified steps, her clothes being rather upholstered
on her body rather than worn, every gsBam in place. She
bragged that everything always had to be in perfect order.
A piece of jewellry with a broken clagp had to go immed=
iately to Birks to be repaired.

She also informed me that a teapot had to
be scrubbed inside, which she did most attentively. To
this day, I make an effort to scrub the inside of my
teapot, hut more a gesture of remembrance, than any
real effornt.



In line with her well %nown sttoicism, I

recall one of her large dinner parties on Pine Avenue,

Some sixteen or so guests were expected, amd about to

arrive when Ned and Alice found the butler dead drunk in

the kitchen. ©Nothing daunted they both set to and completed
the preparations for serving the dinner, while plying the
butler with cofifcet The occasion apparantly went off with-
out a hitch, no one being the wiser.

AS for Aunt Charlotte. T have no affectionate
recollections of her. Which is perhaps why T was totally
left out of her will, which guite irrationally hurt my
feelings mightily because I made a agreat efifort to be a
dutiful niece, visiting her while I spent 1931-1932 in
England. Mother took Ed and me to visit her the vear she
took us on our "European tour". I remember ' the-turkey red
wall coverings, and the revolting snake on the newell post.
Uncle Harry at the time was bed ridden and Coughing horribly.
Aunt Charlotte would take us in to wait upon him, but the
poor old man looked awful with sad sunken eyes.

Once when i was there alone I awoke in the
middle of the night and was terrified to see a prhantom at
the foot of my bed, only to discover it was my own image

reflected 1n%a large mirror, at—the—feot—0£f the hed.'

I remember also the lack of refrgigeration and
the strawberry shortcake that kept appearing till finished,
though by the next day the whipped cream was sour.

The village was spookey too. I went for a
walk one day on the little village street. Nary a soul
was visible, hut T had the distinct impression that eyes
were following my every move.

I don't remember anyone Jdrowing, as per: your
recollection, though T do remember that Grandmother Winslow's
first and infant child died of small pox. She had her hands

tied down so she wouldn't ruin her complexion, though she did
have a few tiny pock marks.

Greatly looking foreward to seeing you socon, Much love.

A 0
CUJ‘*(
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Farech 3, 1969

Dear fFamily,

1 don't usually do this--nultiple letters-~but in a

way it does make communication wore certain, Usually I wait, over
come by the overwhelming thought of whe of all yeou besutiful people
1 should write to firzt.

Brook and I returned from Jay Pesk yesterday, and the
closer we came to home, the darker the skies, and we just got in
the door as great geles started to toss the snow arpund and more
started coming deun,

Its a very easy drive down now by way of Route 91, which
runs all the wey down from White River Junetion, Feor 150 miles above
up to Hewport you have to take Route 5, which is a bit curvey but
not bad, The whole trip was only & hourz of driving time,

il found Unecle 2ill and Cus very glad to see us, and
all enjoyed together a chicken dinner prepared by a nice woman |
had stay at the house for the week we were sway.

1 had hoped to get up to Fontreal last week, but as
you know it mee a very snowey week, ] checked the weather reports
from ¥ontreal and learnsed thzt on Wednesday most of the schools were
clesed, so 1 decided to stay put. Added te which I developed a
horrible cold, which I tregted by doses of pills and a bit of the
bottle. I burned it out by Saturday morning, which was a gorgeous
blue, sunny day., While Srook skied, I took 2 little rug, and sat
on the sun deck from 1C a.s.. to 2,30 p.m. reading and dezing,

W 8 stopped of f for an hour in Lyndenville te see Dorie
and Janet Filler, and learned that Janet, who will be 18 in June,
plans te get married abeout June 20, te a young man who is geing to
be a Chef, She will attend a course on Practical Nursing while he
goes to Culinary Schoel, in few Haven, which will being thes back
into our orbit soain, Doris is now in charge Agmisgionena
Diets at 2 home for the sged in Lyndonville. Sk ?E&viii it

ile found a letter for Ercok when we started opening
the massive pile of mail informing her that she has been accepted
by Southepes Connecticut State Cellege, which ie also in lew Haven,
The price is right (zers) and she will be close tao‘home which
pleases me grestly. This, preceeded by the summer in the Banff
School of Fine Arts, studying Photegraphy, sught te launch her inte
some interesting esctivities,
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I am still revelling in the glorious menory of Fum's Birthday
Party, surely the most heart warming event of the centory) Anne and
Donald, you gave a superb party, and we thank you, and cherish all the
memeries of delicious foed, suavely prepared and presented drinks, the
beauty of your children, the timely presentation to the morld of your
Firzt grandson, { Thanks Barb and Don), and certain slements of wit
and humor which had best remain anondfymous., 1 particularly efjoyed
seeing Anse looking at her top peak of loveliness, and gainsd from
hsiigriaf speech and idea of how she must appear to her fontreal
By { 8 :

Association of ideas has just led to my tipping over a large
rug of tea on my ash tray, and dgrenching the surrounding area, as I
reminisced over the Cobbett preparation of the part of that wonderful
tape dealing with the desp ssa diving operations of Ld and Arthur
Yuile. Gurgle, Sorgle, “Why is it that Jehnny is always the one
under the water?" Which brings me to that gorgeous spun sugar creatien
filled with that lovely cream, carrisd in so competently by Debbhie
and Kzankis Tyler. Sorry I missed Frankenstein, snd wish him belated
birthday greetings, Inecidentally, I just got a west charming note
fram Lynda, which pleased me greatly, It makes me look forward to
another rousing family oceasion. Ruthie, you looked elegant, and mes
compliments on thinking of that dessert. Big Frank, thanks again for
your thoughtfulness, as ever, in making that trip back to mother's
to get my forgotten itssms,

O hed 1 the wings of 2 dovee-will 1 ever forget the serenity
add grace of that great dance of Bary and Duncan, and Duncan's
rendition of, “Hslle, Leoie.” Before I forget Gus and I were most
appreciative of the transportation arrangements and loved being met
by Duclos and despatched by Cobbett., It was a trest te see the Duclos
boys, and made me ra&iizcﬁf in terms of added inches, how long the time
has been sinecs 1 have seen them, Bryan, was it you, who might pay us
a visit at Easter? Alees,Jennifer, Eoth most welcoms. You may find
yourselves celebrating Passover as well, but it could only be and
added dimension of experience, no? If anyone elss would like a
breath of Connecticut air, would be happy to have you, Like Linda
add David, for example,

Us ecountry folk do get about these days, and I was happy to
see that Ld and Isabelle also made the trip from Buter fongolia. 1
had heard of £d's expertise as an orator, but this was the first time
1 hed the chance to see him in action, and I found it a delight. In
fact I thought the"ceunty” ladies were guite up to the standard of the
city belles, in which 1 include Auntie Faery in her shimmering silver,
witty as ever. Aunt Eva and Evelyn are tws I don't often get a chance
to see, didn't have much chance to talk, with all the goings on, but
it did wy heart good to have them there, with smany happy mesories
among the sad ones, They were really great,

¢§M tee, ]I almost forget my impressions of the Birthday Girl, GShe
" must have been there., All I can say, Fum, is 3 Tunety-one gun

salute to you. First because you were so full of your usual warmth
and fun, and second becauss you didn't break down and bawl, Actually,
you were even above your usual standard in besuty and aplémb, and

the Ceremony of the Opening of the Cifts was quite breath taking, 1
don't think you missed even 2 bit of schtch tape, not to mention the
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resctions to the varicus snd sundry greetings from old friends,
Gus and I were so happy to have stayed with you, Fus, giving us

a little extrs dividend of time with you. %“eedless, to say, Cus
en joyed his porrige snd thinks you are some kind of a miracle cook,
it never tastes that wmay at homel Finally, your ceiffeur and your
goun added the fimal seal of perfaction te the ocecasion, :

Well, words are begimning to fail me in my enthusissn for
ths perty, and there is sc such more ! cowld say, and I'nm sure
so nuch ['ve left out, that 1 better stop before I stert talking
about the many special peeple who wers not there for one reason or
another, but who were mogst certsinly in sur hearts.

in the intervsls of writing this letter, Uncle Bill has
emerged froe his room, this year the “Hermitage®, and is now
seated before the TV supervising the news of the day on our small
Seny, He plans to return to Fontresl Wednesday evening of this
week, and we'll be sorry to see him go.

1 also noeticed lots of birds hovering sbout the trees near
the house, mayhe hungey with all the enow covering their usual
fesding spots. 1 rushed eut to hang up a bird fesder., There are
many varietiss thers already--shesutiful red Cardinel, (hickadeas,
glue Jays, Sparrows, snd sowe gorgeous fal fose Sreasted Lross Desks,
1 think, snyway besutiful rosy birds with bBlack and white an the
wings, #ey even see some Ruffled Spouse before longl

wWell, this sbout does it fer today. fond grestings te one
snd 211, love and specisl hugs and kisses to Fum,

fo
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‘“Have I been waiting long? Just
look at these orange blossoms!’’
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