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D. E. WATSON, B.C.L.S.
C. N. STABLES, P.ENG., B.C.L.S., A.L.S.

WATSON & STABLES

LAND SURVEYORS AND CIVIL ENGINEERS

1136 - 103 AVE., SUITE 114 DAWSON CREEK, B.C. TELEPHONE 782-8312
P.O. BOX 942 FT. NELSON, B.C. TELEPHONE 774-6447
#72

July 20, 1970

Mrs. Lois S. Winslow-Spragge,
Cedarbrae,
Almonte, Ontario

Dear Mrs. Winslow-Spragge:

Thank you for your letter of July 5%, The book "The Life
and Letters of G.M. Dawson" arrived today and as you may tell from
the enclosed newspaper article there is a definite need for an
authentic reference here on this part of our history.

I contacted Mr. Folk who wrote the article and he admitted
that the first part about the derivation of the creek's name was
fictitious but this is how some of our history is probably made.

If you have the time and inclination to write a letter to

the editor or myself it may help to keep our history authentic rather
than fictitious., i

Yours truly,

S AL S

D. E. watson’ B.C.L.S.

DEW/1p



D. E. WATSON, B.C.L.S.
C. N. STABLES, P.ENG., B.C.L.S., A.L.S.

WATSON & STABLES

LAND SURVEYORS AND CIVIL ENGINEERS

1136 - 103 AVE., SUITE 114 DAWSON CREEK, B.C. TELEPHONE 782-8312

P.O. BOX 942 FT. NELSON, B.C. TELEPHONE 774-6447

June 18, 1970 L}},%KNFAAIS
Qi

Mrs. Lois S. Winslow - Spragge,
4048 Cote Des Neiges Road,
Montreal, Canada

Dear Mrs. Winslow-Spragge:

Your name was given me by the Surveyor General in regards
to obtaining information on George Dawson. The Historical Society
is endeavouring to obtain authentic maps, letters, etc. so that
historical markers may be placed here in Dawson Creek to outline his
contribution in pioneering this land.

Could you inform me as to where I may obtain a copy of

"The Life and Letters of G.M. Dawson" or any material relating to
his survey of this area?

Yours truly,

Watson & Stables,

D. E. Watson, B.C.L.S.

DEW/1p



WATSON & STABLES
LAND SURVEYORS & CIVIL ENGINEERS

1136-103rd AVENUE, SUITE 114
DAWSON CREEK, B.C.
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Mrs. Lois S. Winslow-Spragge,
4049 Cote Des Neiges Road,
Montreal, Canada
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McGILL UNIVERSITY
P.0. BOX 6070, STATION ‘A’, MONTREAL, QUE., CANADA  H3C 3GI
Department of Geological Sciences

December 18th, 1974

Mrs. Lois Winslow-Spragge
2 Parksdale Place
Montreal, Quebec

Dear Mrs. Winslow-Spragge:

Although we have not been in contact for some time,
you have been in my thoughts on numerous occasions. I have been
working very slowly on historical matters until recently, being
distracted by other more mundane matters.

Historical affairs are looking up at McGill - we have a
new philosophy professor, Dr. William Shea, who is keenly interested
in the History of Science. He is ‘trying tor okgamize 1) a lecture
series on the History of Science; 2) formal undergraduate and
graduate programmes in the same discipline; and 3) a research
programme in the Archives on Sir William and Uncle George.

I have naturally told him of your labours over the years
in preserving, transcribing, and publishing Dawsoniana, and it is
my fond hope that you would invite me to present him to you in the
not too distant future. Perhaps Mr. Andreassen could be asked to
come along at the same time bearing with him his most recent pride
and joy - 12 beautifully written and illustrated notebooks filled by
Uncle George during his stay in London. Professor Emeritus T.H. Clark
unearthed them in the bowels of the Redpath Museum while in the
process of putting J.W.D.'s Eozoon collections in order. I imagine
that this find will go a long way towards mitigating Dr. Clark's
great transgression of removing the Biblical Quotation Plaques at the
entrance to the Main Exhibit Hall in the Thirties. (The Janitor at the
time was scandalized and preserved them tenderly in his apartment in
the basement for years. I regret to say that some iconoclast finally
got them - they have totally disappeared after a brief resurrection).

Jean has gone back to work full-time so she is a very busy
woman - she sings in the St. Peter's choir and is a director (all in

2/



Mrs. L. Winslow-Spragge: December 18th, 1974

French-Canadian French') of the Quebec Rabbit Breeder's Association,
plus of course, two active children, a lazy and demanding husband
and twenty-three rabbits to look after at home.

All our very best wishes for the season, and hopes that
this letter finds you well.

As always,

fohoo Ll

PRE/smj PhrAREEHalsin's

PESHE The "Dawson'" diffenbachia is still thriving in the Geology
Department - it is nearly six feet tall!

17 1R 618



DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

Mareh 24th 197

Mrs. L. Winslow-Spragge
2 Parkside Place
Montreal, Quebec

Dear Mrs. Winslow-Spragge:

Thank you very much indeed for a precious copy of your uncle's
biography. I assure you that it will both be treasured and put to good use.

As soon as the session is over I hope I may visit you and dis-
cuss various aspects of an anecdotal history of the geological sciences at
McGill. Attached is an example of the biography questionnaires I am attempt-
ing to complete on Sir William Dawson, Dr. G.M. Dawson, and Prof. B.J.
Harrington, all of whom will occupy major parts of my history. Perhaps you
would be kind enough to go over these when I have completed them from the
printed records available. Might I also be so bold as to suggest that you
complete the questionnaire on yourself, as I am certain that McGill would
certainly want to have it in its archives as a valuable document .

I am trying to develop a feeling for the personalities and
relationships around the turn of the century at McGill and I feel certain
you can truly assist me in this regard. Your father, by the way, seems to
have been a first class geologist and minera logist as well as a chemist.
Did he consider himself as such to your knowledge?

Do you know anything of the following women (the date is that
of their graduation from McGill): Lena MacKenzie Reid (1902), Olive Basken
(1928), Doris Dart (1921), Clara Muriel Aylard (1924). I haven't been able
to find out anything about them yet.

In terms of timing I have to prepare a biography on Frank Dawson
Adams for a convention in May. Can you suggest the name of anyone I might
contact who knew him intimately or well. He died in 1942 after a long and
distinguished career. Unfortunately he retired from McGill in 1922 and so
there are not many people who remember him well at McGill.

Once again my sincerest thanks for your kindness.

Yours very truly
b fey Lk
PRE/ sm j P. R. Eakins
enclo. Assoc. Prof. of Geology



STANDARD BIOGRAPHY FORM

\ ®

‘History of the Geological Sciences at McGill

o

~ AIM: to provide a means of recording the biographical details of

McGill geologists, both past and present. Obviously certain
sections are not applicable to those living today, but in the
interests of ease of getting the job done, one form has been
designed for all.

REQUIREMENTS: too little is worse than too much; certainly there is no
intention to pry, but on the other hand if questions aren't
asked then they won't probably be answered so please ignore
any section that you feel is an invasion of privacy. All forms
will be deposited with the University Archivist, so please
comply as fully as possible in the interest of future gener-
ations of McGill geologists and historians.

PHOTOGRAPHS : these would be gratefully received, either for the
Department photo album or for possible publication in the history.
Photographs should be clearly dated and labelled. Snaps of
McGillians at the rocks rather than on the rocks are what is
needed .

CONFIDENTIALITY: all material will be treated with strictest confidence,
and any questionable points will be cleared before publication.
Restrictions on prying eyes can be placed on any or all
material deposited for periods of up to 30 years.

CO-OPERATION: this is very definitely needed. Any additional material
about yourse}f or other McGill geologists will be appreciated.

P. R. Eakins
McGill B.Se. '48
M.Sc. '49
Phi:Dv 52

DEADLINE: 1 March 1971

S
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503 Surveys and Mapping Building,
Department of Energy, Mines & Resources,
615 Booth Street, Ottawa 4,

August 31, 1970.

Lok Noia —
I have carried out my commission in regard to
the Names Board and Dawson Creek. There has been a slight delay in
doing so because guests from Vancouver were in our home during the
first part of last week and kept us fully occupied. Then Mrs. T.
and I were out of town in the Ridau Lakes District, pardon, Rideau
Lakes District, for the balance of the week.

The Names Board had nothing in their official
files revealing the origin of the name of the B.C. city but in
Volume 2 of Encyclopaedia Canadiana p. 212 there is an account
of the naming of the creek and city and it is there stated that
these were named after the man who surveyed the district in which
these are located.. and the surveyor was George lercer Dawson,
who later became head of the Geological Survey of Canada. Thus our
inquiry has put some information into the records of the Names Board

that it did not possess previously !

The McRorie girls ( Wilena and Hazel) and I
wish to again express our thanks for the interesting, memorable time
we had with you a week ago Saturday. We arrived back in Ottawa without
mishap. We hope that your damaged knee is nowmuch improved, Lois,.

With all good wishes, and hoping to see you all

again soon,

cwu.:iw/{v&, 7M W 2 el
)




Translation of

BOOK REVIEW: Allgemeine Vermessungsnachrichten

(AVN) No. 7/1970.

Don W. Thomson: Men and Meridians. The History of

s,

Surveying and Mapping in Canada;
Volume II.

Volume 2 of this comprehensive history of Canadian
Surveying published for the celebration of the
Centennial of Canadian Confederation treats with
the first 50 years (1867-1917) of the young nation
that came into existence through "a combination of
British support, American belligerence and Canadian
needs". 1In AVN 12/67, we have referred to Volume 1
as an extraordinary contribution to the history of
surveying in the world's second-largest country.

This second volume, too, offers an unusually great
wealth of details. Border surveys naturally were

of particular significance in those days, also
hydrographic surveys because of the country's

nature. In this connection, the American example

was often influential, and consequently this volume
also contains a chapter on the early stage of surveying
iinSthe RUGSITAL

One reads with interest and pleasure also the history
of the creation of the technical associations and
théeir influence on the development of the discipline
of surveying. Remarkable is the early interest in
photogrammetry, which led to the publication of
Deville's "Photo-Topography" in 1890. The first
photogrammetric projects are also presented in a
separate chapter, and elsewhere the oldest Canadian
aerial photographs - of the year 1883 - are shown.
Another Chapter is devoted to the planning of the
transcontinental railway (Canadian Pacific Railway),
complete with the 1876 map. The hydrographic surveys
of the Great Lakes received special impetus from the
loss of the steamship Asia in 1882, which was partly
blamed on unsurveyed shallow waters. :
With a triangulation in Ontario and Quebec, Canada
embarked on geodetic projects; in 1916, the first
transcontinental levelling chain was completed; in
1892, the difference in longitude from Greenwich was
determined, and in 1905, the Dominion Observatory began
operating. Finally, this volume also deals with the
Geological Survey. There is again a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the volume. The great
respect for an extraordinary achievement which the
first volume commanded is even further increased by

its sequel. It is most unlikely that there is a
comparable work in any other country.

‘H. Draheim.

copy of a German-language item Jjust received from Karlsruhe.
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cc: Mrs. Lois WinslowsSpragge‘f
Mr. Earl Pennington, CBC Montreal

Please reply to:
Depertment of Geological Sciences,
MeGill University, Montreal 110,

4pril 14, 1971.

¥Mr. B. Poole,

CBC=TV,

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation,
V&nﬁomnr, B.Co

lear Mr. Poole:

Last Seturday afternoon I spent s most wonderful sfter-
noon with lirs. Lois Winslow-Spraegge, in connection with a project
of mine - A History of the Geological Sciences at MeGill
University. As a graduate of licGiIl and en associate professor
i the Department of Geological Selences, this is not an unnatural
interest. MeGill has had, or has produced, some of the greatest
men in Canadian geology starting with Sir Willism Dawson and
continuing to the present. 5o hearing about Grandfather Dawson
end Uncle George was a treat, crowned with an excellent tea.

I am writing to you to inguire about your projected TV
show on George Lewson. I do so with an ulterior motive, as the
letterhead and enclosed flyer must imply. If the UBC does a
show on George !Mercer Dawson it would be & natural for a rerun
in Montreal during the International Geological Congress in
August of 1972. This Congress is a prestigious event, suppor-
ted by the Govermment of Canada and the Geological Survey of

» along with provineial govermments and mining and
petroleum companies. Overall the budget for the Congress runs
into seven figures, so 1 presume the CBC will be interested.

By the way, Dr. Bostock of Ottawa, & retired member of
the GSC, is & fund of information. I haven't met him, but I
understand he is & grand teller of tales of the Yukon, where
he spent much of hie profeesional life. His parents homesteaded
in British Columbie at Monty Creek, so he has a strong British
Columbia background. He elso just happens to be & MeGill graduate!

If I can be of any help in promoting the G.H.D. show,
pléese let me know. I will gladly shere with you any information
I have gathered as well.

Yours very truly,

PRE/ Je Esnfps $5° 00801 4160, » Ohedmman
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UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN

SASKATOON, CANADA

DEAN OF
ENGINEERING

17 April, 1962

Mrs. L. Winslow-Spragge,
2 Parkside Place,
Montreal 25, duebec.

Dear Mrs. Winslow-Spragge:

Thanks very much for your long letter
with respect to Dr. George Dawson. As you say,
nothing is very clear at the moment as to how best
one could tackle a biography of him. However, it
seems to me that you have collected most valuable
information that will definitely be needed for a
well rounded biography.

I note that you will be seeing Dr. Leech
shortly, and I know he will support me in saying that
something should be done.

I think a biography will have to include
a certain appreciation of his scientific and explorat-
ory work, but the human side of it is going to be very
important. I can imagine that a co-operative effort
in the initial stages at least might help to point the
way, at least I hope so.

Yours sincerely,

Ko lz%mﬂ

J. B. Mawdsley.
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