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34 Dobie Avenue,
Montreal 304, Que.

September 27, 1972.

Dear Mrs. Winslow-Spragge:

Thank you very much indeed for your most enjoyable letter.
Peter and I both thoroughly enjoyed our time with you at Georama and
only feel sorry for those unfortunate members of your clan who were
out of town and missed all the fun. Please excuse my typewriter, but
it seems as if the only chance I have to write letters nowadays is at
the office, where my electric machine is too much of a temptation
to lay down my pen.

7
/

Several things to tell you: the coloured photographs of

Uncle George's water colours were done by Arnott & Rogers (or is it §

now Arnott-Rogers-Batten?) here in Montreal, and there will be no £

problem in getting extra copies. I think the price is $10 each, but v
J

this can be verified once Mr. Myles (who was show manager) gets back //j
from his two weeks of rest and recuperation on Monday next. 4/

N A
NAVAN

Enclosed are copies of the photographs taken the morning
of your visit to Georama. Copies of these are $3.00 each, and all
you and your family need do is make a note of the number of each
photo and the quantity of each you require. Here again there is no
rush - these people keep their negatives for five years, so you can
get together and select at your leisure when you get back to Montreal
next month.

Peter has an unexpected treasure trove for you. In today's
mail he received from Western Minerals Corp., an American firm whose Georama
exhibit was quite near the Dawson Linens, a selection (fairly large, I
gather) of marble chips for you. If you will remember, we stopped by their
booth, and they had a table projector showing coloured slides of various
rock localities, and a table with a number of rather beautiful mineral
specimens, and you jokingly asked me if I thought they would mind if you
put one particular one in your handbag! Anyway, I guess they thought you
were really a worthy cause, so you can now start thinking up some themes
for some more rock art.

We are keeping very busy these days - Peter getting things
underway for the new session at McGill and at the same time tying off
loose ends from the summer field work; while I cope with the "September
whirlpool'" both at the church office where I work (where everything
comes to life with a bang once the summer is over) and at home, where
I am still putting away summer things and getting caught up with ironing
and other tasks of a self-perpetuating nature. I am looking forward to
Thanksgiving Weekend - three days at home.



Has your fossil arrived from Germany yet? Peter has become an expert
at mounting the small ones on styrofoam, so they look just as if they
were still embedded in the original rock, so we have ouf giant fish

in pride of place in the living room and are building up a set of
satellites around him, as Peter gets his cutting, gluing and painting
done. So far he has finished mounting four, and you will be interested
to see how impressive they look. I think your son's birthday is this
week - if I remember rightly - and am sure he was overjoyed with his
ouibli= e

There is great excitement all over town about the Russia-Canada hockey
series: yesterday afternoon even I (who usually am indifferent to most
forms of organized sport) bro@i}down and brought my radio to the office
with me after lunch! It was certainly an exciting game, but it was
almost too much of a contrast when it was all over to have to settle
back to the mundane affairs of Mount Royal United Church. I felt when
the game ended that we should all have gone home too.

I suppose your garden is in the process of being prepared for winter:

on Sunday I dug up all my begonies and geraniums and now have a veritable
hothouse in the basement. I think I shall have to raffle some of them
off - or else move to a house with a conservatorye. So far we have had
a very pleasant autumn, in contrast to a poor summer, SO I am glad that
you were here in August when the weather wasn't so pleasant and are

there in Almonte to enjoy the bright colours of autumn.

Please give me a call when you get back, and I shall invent a dentist's
appointment one afternoon so I can hasten over to tea.

With love from Peter and me,

L

SO {/ 4 ,{/{M’\
g.o >:

J



DEPARTMENT OF
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

May 10, 1971.

Mrs. L. S. Winslow-Spragge,
"Cedarbrae'",
Almonte, Ontario.

Dear Mrs. Winslow-Spragge:

Thank you very much for the detailed information on
the C,I.M.M, Women's Branch. It is most useful and
important information - I have promised the C.I.M.M.
headquarters a copy just in case they don't have one.

I gather the men of the C,I.M.M. did not pay much
attention to the Women's Branch until a Mrs. Bergeron

led a campaign to raise funds for the University of
Montreal Mining ILibrary in the name of the Institute,

and then the fur flew! Now the women are under control!
But past endegvours appear to have been ignored, at least
as far as records are concerned. ‘

Uncle George's watercolours and sketches have all

:ﬁe: been photographed as 35 mm. slides and they look
magnificent projected on a screen. I will let you know
how the Sudbury meeting of the Geological Association of
Canada receives them - it should be a good show. I put
on an evening of early McGill geology history for my
field school students at Sutton last Friday evening,
and showed them the slides. They were all much impressed,
and several of them remarked afterwards that they never
realized lMcGill had such a distinguished past history in
the geological sciences.

I have a marvelous slide of Grandfather Dawson in
colour from a tinted photograph, resplendent in his favourite
fur-trimmed coat, and a lovely slide of the oil paint;ng of
Uncle George,made after his death through a special subscrip-
tion raised by the Canadian mining industry. By the way, I
hope you don't mind my familiarity in referring to G.M.D.
as Uncle George! It ismn't flippancy, but a genuine feeling
of relationship, albeit geological: we McGill geologists
are a family, with JWD for our grandfather and GMD for an
uncle. Only through historical reflection can we encourage
and carry on the traditions of excellence.

7 b

..2




In the years when nobody cared, you kept at work on
the records, and today your labours are bearing fruit:
Mr. Andreassen is constantly saying thank God for Mrs.
Winslow-Spragge; Mr. Trigg of the Notman collection blesses
you, and Edgar Andrew Collard survives on you! You are
apologetic about your biography because it has been stated
that it isn't geological enough. Why should it be? You
have done a remarkable job with your book, and one I am
sure Uncle George would approve of wholeheartedly. After
all, it is up to the geologists and the political scientists
to take care of their own little areas.

I found your grandfather's personal copy of Uncle
George's Boundary Report, and have turned it over to the
Archives. 'Poco a poco se va lejos', as they say in
Spanish: 'little by little one goes a long way'. I have
also collected your father's reprints from the Geology
Department and they are off to the archives too.

Jean and I have been reading copies I made of your
father's letters with much pleasure and quite a few laughs.
He had quite a sense of humour and was a keen observer of
the human scene.

Well, many thanks again for all your help and support.
I only hope I do justice to Uncle George at Sudbury: it
won't be for want of trying.
Yours very sincerely,

fete

P. R. Eakins
PRE/ je Associate Professor
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€01 Booth Street
Ottawa 4, Ontario. :
hiips June 2%th, 1970,

Mr. D.E. Watson, B.C.L.S.,
1136-103 Avenue,
Dawson Creek, B.C,

Dear Mr. Watson:

This is in.repLy to your request to the Director of
The Geological Survey for information on the association between
Dr. George M. Dawson and Dawson Creek; B.C.

; Yes, Ir. Dawson did indeed traverse your area. This
was in the course of his epic Journey from Port Simpson to Edmonton in
1879. He crossed the Hockies via the Pine Pess and followed the Pine
River to the position of present—day East Pine. He continued eastward
up Coldstream Cresk and down Tremblay Creek to the Kiskatinaw, which he
crossed just north of Arras on August 1lth, 1879. He camped that night
at head of Dawson Creek, in what is now the northwest quarter of Tp. 78,
R.16. He caiculated the latitude of this camp to be 55°46'54M and its
elevation as 2605' (i.e, 1300! by barometer above Tunvegan, for which an
elevatibn of 1305" vas used as a datum.) On August 12, he travelled southe
easterly, south of the Creek, then swung northerly and crossed the Creek
a8t or very close to the present town of Dawson Creek. He then cut east to
the Pouce Coups Kiver and camped that night just about opposite Briar Ridge,

: Cn August 15, when about two-thirds of the way from Pouce
Coupd River to Dunvegan, he met Mr. Henry A.F. Macleod, Exploration bngineer
for the Canadian Facific kailway route. They had travelled together from the
Pacific to the Rocky hountain Trench, where their routes diverged, Macleod
taking the Parsnip-Peace route to Dunvegan. Macleod was now travelling

west sgain to link up with Joseph Hunter's C.P.H. tixploration of 1&77,

which had extended from Kamloops to today's Kiskatinaw River.

Now as th the origin of the name Dawson Creek. The Akriggs,
in their valuable book "1C0) British Columbia Places Names " (Vanocouver,
‘Discovery Press 1969), state that Dawson named it after himself, I know of
no basis for this assumption anda, quite to the contrary, have good reason.for
stating that it would have been entirely out of keeping with his character and
conduct for him to have done so, Dawson made no reference to the creek name
in his text report but shows "Dawson's Brook" on his map. On the other hand
Macleod called the creek "Dawson's River'in his report. I suggest that Macleod
may have mamed the stream for Tawson. I do not know of its appearance on any
earlier map. Perhaps Macleod's original Journal contains the answer,

il



-2-

T enclose copies of Bages from Dawson's original field notes,
Pawson's report, Macleod's report, and of & section of Dawson's remarkable
map of the country bstween the Pacific Coast and Edmonton.

Dawson G.M. 1€81; Report on an exploration from Port Simpson on the Pacific
. Coast, to Edmonton on the Saskatghewan, embracing a portion of the Northern
part of British Columbia and the Peace River country 1879; Part B (177 pp)
of Geological and Natural History Survey of Canada, Report of Progress for
1879-€0.

Macleod H.A.F. 188l; Report on explorations made between Port Simpson B.C.,
and bBattleford N.W.T. vie the valley of Peace River, during the season of
1879; aAppendix 2 (pp. 57-70) of Reports and Documents in Reference to the
Canadian Pacific Pailway, 1880, :

Lawson's remarkable map, scale 1 inch to 8 miles, was issued
in three Jarge sheets to accompany our Report of Progress for 1879-80. The
* section I have copied for you &8 from Sheet 1I. Many of the nanes have been
changed in succeeding years so the following list of names near Lawson Creek
may be useful in reading the pages of the reports I enclose,

Dawson , Present
. East Branch of Pine R. furray Re
— Coal Brook Coldstream
Buffalo Creek : Tremblay Creek
¥ud K. Kiskatinaw Re g
Dt'ichafaud R. - Pouce Coupe R.

As you will see, Dawson thoroughly enjoyed crossing the piece
of country around your town, especially as the easy travelling came after a
session of hacking through dirty going in old burn. His reports are a pleasure
to read, totally aside from their geological merit. I enjoy them particularly
because my memories of trails and pack-strings include quite a few miles in
- his footsteps. ;

Dawson's outstanding geological ability is all the more impressive
when considered with the work on bctany, zoology, meteoroclogy and ethnology that
he carried on simuldaneously. The map of the distribution of tree species of
B.C. that accompanied the report on his 1879 Jjourney is & classic. This Journey
was only one of his major traverses in the Cordillera. It took guts as well as
brains to do what he did despite his physical handicap. You have probably seen
the photo of this diminutive man taken at Macleod Iake B.C. in July, 1879.

Exploits like Dawsont's are a background for the development of a
sense of our Canadian identity. He deserves to be better known by our people,
especially western Caradians. ‘More power to you.

fdurs very truly,

G. B. Isech
Geologist
CBL/is
Encl,.
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