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THE GEORGIC LIBRARY.

The intrinsic value of a Library does
not depend so much upou the great ex-
tent of the collection, as it does upon its
selectness, and due proportion of books
relating to the various branches of
knowledge; its interest and worth to
the educated and cultivated mind, con-
sists in the importance of the works
which it includes, and in its complete-
ness. The Georgic Library, which we
have had some opportunity to examine,
will illustrate the correctness of this
proposition. Zhis Library is, we be-
lieve, the most extensive collection of
miscellaneous books—of works relative
to History, Science, classical Literature,
&c.—to be found within our county ;
yet the great value, the particular inte-
rest attaching to this Library, consists
in the large number ofantique and very

_rare volumes, as well as in the costly
and magnifficiently illustrated books,
in the unusual and great worth of the
numerous tomes, and especially those
connected with Natural History and
the Fine-Arts, which it includes; and
in these respects, it is doubtful whether
the Georgic Library is rivaled by any
other collection in Central or Western
NLEY.

We have time to give only a partial
glance, and to make very brief mention,
of a few of the departments of this Li-
brary. The collection of works (in Fo-
lio, Quarto and Octavo editions) con-
nected with the Physical and Natural
Sciences, and particularly with Natural
History and its associate branches of re-
search, is extremly rich and extensive,
and includes the elaborate and volumn-
ous tomes, the standard works, of the

moreeminentscientific writers. Among -

distinguished modern authors, whose
valuable works relating to the natural
Sciences, including Geology, Mineralo-
gy, Palaeontology, Conchology, Botany,
Ornithology, &ec.,—are embraced in
this Library,7 we may name Silli-
man, C. T. Jackson, Liedy, Lyell,
Owen, Whitney, Wilson, Foster,
Hitcheock, Lea, Shepard, Shumard,

Meigs, Morton, Warren, Darlington,
Le. Conte, Torry, &c. &e.;
in Surgical and Medical Sciences,

among other volumes relating to this
subject in the Library, we notice the
very able works of Dr. John C. War-
ren and Dr. J. Mason Warren, of Prof.
Martyn Paine, LL. D., and of Dr. Big-
low, Dr. Bowditch, &e. &., The col-
lection of works upon Natural Science
is still further enriched by the series
of Transactions, Memoires, s publish-
ed by a number of the principal learn-
ed Socities of America and Europe; the
Library also includes the Reports
of Geological Surveys made in various
tStates of the Union; it likewise con-
tains nearly all of the publications
of scientific nature issued in con-
nexion with various Departments of the
General Government, between 1837 and
1865, embracing reports of explorations
and surveys; (including Report of Pa-
cific R. R. Survey, 13 volumes) of Nav-
al expeditions, &c., The elaborate
works upon Military Science and En-
gineering, Military and Naval Tactics,
Fortification, Gunnery, Navagation,
issued in connexion with the several
Departments and Bureaux of the Na-
tional Government. In this province
of the Library might also be men-
tioned the Folio edition of the Fine
Maps of the United States Coast Sur-
vey,the elaborate and beautifully color-
ed eries of Maury’s Ocean Charts, be-
side some thirty quarto volumes, of
Maps.

In the department of History, em-
bracing Icclesiastical History, Biog-
raphy, Archelology, &c.—the Library
contains an extensive collection of im-
portant and valuable works; among
these we will briefly mention the vol-
umnous series of ‘‘Collections,” Mem-
ires, ete, published by various Histori-
cal, Antiquarian, and_ Archaelogical
Societies and institutions of America
and Europe; the volumaepof the ‘‘Colonial
History,”” “Documentary History,”” and
‘‘ Journals of Leg. Council of N. Y.
1671 to 1775, together with colonial
‘‘ Records’ ‘“Archives,” &e., published
by various States; this department of
the Library also contains the classical
works of the great Statesmen and
Jurists of the Revolutianary period,
with the best ‘‘ Lives” of eminent Sta-
tesmen, Generals, Authors, &e., of past
and present time; in the province of
Archaelogical history, &c., this collec-
tion includse‘‘ Ancient Monuments of
the Mississippi Valley,” * History,
condition and prospect of the Indian
Tribes of the U. S.” the ‘‘ ITllustrations
of Stonehenge?’’ (a scarce folio voluem.)
and many other interesting and pro-
fusly illustrated works upon Antiqui-

ties, clasical Tophography, &c.; we re-

call the names of a very few of the His-
torical writers whose respective works
(in most instances the “full sc:ries) are
inclulded in the Georgic  Library:
Sparks, Palfrey, Edward Everett, Ha="
ven, Abbott, Iossing, Bartlett, School~
craft, Silliman, Squier, Kennedy, J. G.
Morris, Mayer, Lapham, Whittlesey,
Hume, Macauly ete., ete.,

In the province of Belles-Lettres, Bi-
bliography, and the Fine Arts, the col-
lection is particularly rare and valua-
ble; we may mention, in instance, a
Folio of large Xngravings, numbering
about a bhundred steel-plates, from
Paintings of the old Masters, beside
somesix other volumes, containing En-
gravings of smaller size; a Souvenir,
embracing the Autographs of Washig-
ton, Jefferson, Trumbull (the Artist of
Revolutiaury fame) Andubon; Clinton,
Webster, Wright, etc., together with
original MSS. Poems, written by the
most eminent poets of the present cen-
tury;—several vols. of MSS. writings of
eminent Authors &ec., in rich antique
bindings; choice editions of the works
of the standard Poets, and Dramatists,
(as the illustrated, folio edition of Shak-
espere,) and other elegant copies of dis-
tinguished Poets; a fine collection of
the works of eminent literary writers,
of first-class Novelists, and including
the wdks of R. H. Dana Sr., and R. H.
Dana, Jr., Curtiss, Kennedy, and other
standard Authors; the collec-
tion of books upon Billiography, Liter-
ary crificism, Tophographical Miscel-
lany, is excedingly rich and extensive,
comprising several hundred volumes.
T'he collection of books upon Law, is
limited in extent, but most valuable
and select in character; including works
upon the principles of Constitutional
Law, the Laws of Nations, &c., and we
noticeamong these volumesa fine copy
of Judge Sharswood’s edition of ‘‘Black-
stone’s Commentaries.”’

But this artlcle has already grown to
much greater length than we designed,
and we must leave several interesting
departments (those connected with
Physics, Pure Mathematics, Astrono-
my, Mechanics, Geography, Metaphys-
ical and Moral Philosophy, ete.,) of this
Library entirely unmentioned, at least,
at the present time.

The Georgic Library, which thus af-
fords such ample facilities for reference
and study, for research and general
reading, is under the efficient direction
of T.,,APOLEON CHENEY, LL.D.; and
the well-known ability and learning,
the very extensive knowledge of clas-
sical and modern literature, the thor-
ough acquaintance with all subjects
connected with science, and the singu-
larly-pure and cultivated tastes of Mu.
Cheney, have fortunately been most
serviceable in collecting and arranging
an extensive Library of such a choice
and scholastic character, of such an ele-
vated literary and moral tone, and of
sueh unusual and great historical and
scientific value.

This Library, too, is situated in one
of the most enchanting and pictus-
esque localities which can be found
in all this region: the residence
of Mr. Cheney — Sunnywild— within
a few rods from a beautiful and
magnificent cascade of over a hundred
feet in height, and still bordered by the
luxurient wildwoods, and also at short
distance from the wild and romantic
Glens, which have lately become so fa-
mous; and at the same time we have
from this place the most fascinating
and delightful view of the Seneca Lake
and its surrounding scenery, which is
afforded from any point in this vicinity
—giving to this lovely panorama its
finest artistic effect, and investing the
placid waters of the lake, with the em-
erald woods which overshadow them,
with the most gorgeods beauty; and in
gazing from this classicretreat upon the
exquisite and unequaled loveliness of
this scene, stamped with all the fresh-
ness and wildness of Nature,—or, in
consulting the rare and valuable works
contained in the Library—which is
free for reference or perusal, —the
educated and refined mind will here
gather a rich intellectual feast, and will
often seek those delightful rural shades,
and those richly stored alcoves, where
a day may be passed so pleasantly, and
with such great instruction and profit.
We trust that this Institution,—as
means of carrying out the uoble and
benificent purposes for which it was es-
tablished,—may continue to meet with
deserved and ample success, and its se-
cluded and classic bowers long remain
the choicest and most charming retreat
of those where intellect and sensibili-
ties alike show the delicate impresses of
literary culture and moral refinement.
—Schuyler Co. Democrat.
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