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Wo one interested in Ceological Science could failgl
to be impressed with the evidenee afforded by the Colo~
vnial and Indian Bxhibition, in its disp]ay-of.natuqy:pro-
ducts, in the conferences connected with it and in the
muaber of scientifie men collected from all parts of the
Bupire, of the amount of Ceolopical work represented by
Great Britain and its dependencies, and the commanding
position of the Tmpire with refercence to the Geology of
the world. The same fact was apparent in the impore
tance attached to Colonial and Indian Geolopgy and Geo-
grarhy at the meeting of the British Association at Bire
minghan,. - «-Influeneed by these facts, I #as inducéd to
speak somewhat sirongly in the address whieh I had the
honour of delivering a% Birmingham/on the position  eof
Britain and its colonics and the English speaking world
in general with reference to scientific Progress.

On my return to Carada, and more partienlarly after the
(temporary, as T hope) failure of the project to hold a
meeting of the British Association next year in Austra-
lia, it seemed desirable to give the matter some definite
form; and after correspondence and consultation with
friends, I was induced to address a letiter on the subject
to Prof.Stokes, the President of the Roval Soeiety. .
The reasons for this course were that both Prof.Huxley
and his successor in the Presidential chair of the Royal
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Society had sugpested an Imporial Scientifie Ynion, end
the subjcet was understood to be under the eeﬁsideratibﬁ
of the Counecil) of the Society whieh frow its eentral end
commanding position has a right to the initiative in any

movement of this nature. Tn this letter CGeological

Scionee is alone directly referred 40, as being that with

which the writer is nmore irmediately conneceted and t§a§
which in some respects has already the best organization;
but withount excluding other departmenis of Scicnce.,
Special refercnce is also made to Canada, as affording
an apt illustiration of the extent and value of the Geo-
logical domain of the Pmpire. I neced scarcely add
that the present year, distinguished as it is by uvany
movements in the direction of Tmperial Ynion, in connecs

tion with its being the fiftieth year of the reigpn of -

" Her (reacious Majesty, Queen Victoria, scems especially’

~auspicious for such a project. The following are ex=-

tracts fron the letter referrsd to.
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Copies of the ahove letter were sent iv rovressne
tative men in every part of the Pmpire, and a large nai-
ber of replies have been received, expressing an intey-
est in the proposal and readiness to aid in carrying it
out. In so far as Canade is concerned, Lord lLorne, the
founder of the Royal Society of Canada, and his successor
as Patron of that Society, Lord lLansdowne, have signified
their hearty concurrence, and the Council of the Society
aprointed a committee on the subject, consisting of Dr.
Selwyn, ¥.R.S., Rev. Prof. Laflamme and the writer, whose
report was adopted at the recent meeting of the Society

in Ottawa. The ;ol}owznsﬁfsza:§n¥$¥§ﬁ of this report!-
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Tt will be soen that we hope $he inisisbive will
bg taken by the Royal SOcietga\and tﬁg Lrgsant, commun%eq-
tion is intended to aid in securing that generasl co;
operation throughout the Mmpire which is essential ¢o
snseess., With the same objecet T have asked the counw
61l of the Rritish Association o throw its influence on
the side of Union; and propose in resigning the office
with which the Association had‘h0ﬂoured me to make‘it'a%
personal request that this great Society, whieh byrits
meeting in Canade end its proposed meeting in Australia,
has assumed an Toperial character, will take a Ieading
rart in the vromotion df Imperial Union hoth in refé;ance
to Cfeology and to other seiences,

T need scar9e3y add that the projeci iz not ine

tended to interfere with tre opaerations of the Intere

national Congress of Geologists, which is to meet . in -

0t )

London in J&888; but it would appear eminently desirable}
that the contemplated Tmporial feological Unior should

be organized before thai weetinzg, so as to enable Bri@izh
Geology to vresent a wnmited front, aml te csessume the

importance to which it is antitled.
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