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| The Lickens from every restriction then broke,

THE WEXFORL
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I VOLUTION—WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

¢« Nor can I comprehen —the rapidity with vyh.ieh
persons of author ty have come to treat the Darwinian
Hypothesis as having reached the final stage of demon-
stration. To the eye of a looker-on their pace and
method seem rather too m rch like a steeplechase.”’—
(Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, « Nineteenth Century”
for January, 1886).
One school in attempting to bridge o’er the chasm
Invented the germinal cell ‘¢ Protoplasm,”
Which was first inorganic, bub afterwards seen
To grow into ‘‘ Sponges’’ and ¢ Polyps’’ marine ;
T rom thence by ¢ Absorption,” «¢ Accretion’”” and growth
Giving birth to the Bivalves” and ** Molluses,”’ or both.
T'hese creatures, by striving, grew fins, tails and claws,
In spite of Dame Nature's implacable laws.
They sprouted and turned into reptiles amphibious ;
Of obstacles placed in the way, quite oblivious.
Urged on by * Necessity” upwards they grew,
Day by day giving birth to some quadruped new,
Evolving—re-forming without intermission,
¢ As played upon by the surrounding condition.””
Taen © Like produced un-like”’ without hesitation,
Earthy atom transformed into rich vegetation.
Anima, cul left their aquatic abode,
‘And into the dorests by thousands they strode.
Frogs changed into birds at the voice of the sirens,
And everything living changed with their environs.
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‘And evolved both the ¥Lepidodendron and Oak.

*Twas a wonderful time and a wonderful sight

To see how each day brought new, objects to light.

The stratified rock the strange story relates

How the *°¢ Blesjosaurus’’ begat Vertebrates

‘And the # Ichthyosaurus’’ one night in a freak

Gave birth to the * Mastodon’’— (minus the beak),

While the tiny Acidion evolved from the Oyster.

Emerging somewhat like a monk from his cloister,

The Bear from the Mole in the past we descry,

While the Bumble Bee came ‘‘ by descent’’ from the Fly.

Then the Lemur begat the grim Ape Catarrhine,

From thence came the others ¢ in proce:s of time.”

Their tai's being * chaffed”’ became shortened, ’till soon

We arrive at the hairy-faced, tail-less Baboon.

These quarrelled and fought in the Forests primeval,

Impelled by an inhcrent gpirit of evil.

The Pentadactiliaus ignoring all trammels,

Produced the most curious Terrestrial Mammals ;

While the Porpoise and Sea-Horse plunged into the deep,

Determined henceforward to water to keep.

¢ By the use and disuse’’ of their parts, as it suited,

They wandered (to no spot particular rooted).

One half the world took with the other to strive,

>Till naught but the TFittest”” were found to * ~urvive.”

At last Man appeared—but, amazingly strange !

From that moment the animals never could change.

« Like" at last ¢ produced like’” and the laws became
fixed,

Which explains why the Specios since, never got mixed.
J. W. H,
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% These are fossil animals and plants.

[The great ability, calm reflection and common sense
displayed in these lines, induce u: to hope that we will
again hear from their talented author.—E.W.I.]
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