





DAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1877.

ing others possessing the means to carry it out, no
exertions could be more laudably used than those
which would result in’ bringing to the front this
progressive measure. It will be done some day,
whether it be in ten, twenty or thirty years; but
if long deferred it will be of little advantage to

spg’aeéh intimating a policy which deserves high
commendation ;*that indicative of a desire to en- |
quire into and learn something more than the
limited knowledge we at present possess regarding
our fisheries, Newfoundland has been essentially a
fishing country for the past two or three centurieg,
yet the ignorance that up to this'day exists even
famongst those most directly interested in them 8+
deplorable. That ignorance was not peculiar to us
in Newfoundland, A yeaior two ago he (Mr. H.)
being in England made an effort to obtain some in-
formation regarding the habits of the cod, and to
that end applied to one of the highest: authorities
on such matters in Great Britain, Mr. Frank Buck-
land, to whom lie had Jbeen introduced. ' He asked
{tliat gentleman niany questions about the cod-fish,
their habits; mevements, spawning time, food, how
Loid they were before breeding, and other matters
relative to that fish in particular; but he (Mr. H.)
‘was sorry to say that Mr. Buckland and other emi-
nent authorities whom he had consulted showéd as
much unacquaintance with the matter as oursélves,

upon a matter so-vital'to the Colony deserves ap-
probation. Ie hoped that our other fisheries will
also "be'investigated, the herring fishery, for in-

stance, which ‘pethaps from want of knowledge of

Hence he considered any step taken to shed light |

the movements of that-fish is at"présent 80 uncer-
tain, XTHs hen. friend: Mr. Rendeéll had recently |

{ those now living. X There was one portion of the |
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