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A CHOICE BIT OF BIOGRAPHY.

“DEAR HOME INTERESTS: As often as I have
tead in your paper of efforts for self-improvement I
have thought I would give a few items of my ex-
perience for the encouragement of struggling young
women. I believe there are few obstacles that need
prevent any determined girl from obtaining a
thorough education. Ill-health is the most serious,
but even that has its compensations and oppor-
tunities. I speak of myself in this instance only be-
cause it may be an inspiration to some discouraged
heart. I am a farmer’s daughter, the eldest of six
children, and the stony hills of Vermont yielded but
the necessaries of life. From a child I was eager to
learn, and two or three terms at an academy in a
neighboring town, together with my six months a
year district-school advantages, gave me sufficient
learning so-that I was considered, at barely fifteen,
competent to teach a country school.” I had paid
my way at the academy by domestic service a few
weeks at a time, and by hop-picking in the autwmn.
My teaching enabled me for several years to attend
the spring and fall sessions at the academy. Here I
began at eighteen the study of Latin and Greek.
Stili teaching and studying alternately, I prepared
myself for entering college. Greck I was forced to
give up, as I found it would so materiaily retard my
progress. Ihad chosen Oberimn as my alma’mater;
firgt, because I believed in coeduncation, and its
course was broad as well as free ; second, and with
me a very important point, means for self-support
were offered. By boarding myself, something which
is systematically managed in this school, by teach-
1ng in thepreparatory department and during winter
vacabions, I paid all my expenses for three years.
In the meantime my friends had followed me,to give
the advantage of education to the younger members.
Much urging on my part had brought first my eldest
brother and later the rest, so once more I had, after
several years of ‘ roughing it,” a home, and the com-
vleting of my cotirse was comparatively easy. From
the graduating platform I went at onceto my chosen
work of teaching. Three years in a neighboring
city enabled me to help my fathers and brothers in
their efforts to establish a new howme, about which
there had been embarrassments. My leisure 1n
these years gave me, under private teachers, a good
knowledge of French and musie, only begun while
at school. At this point, finding that thoroughly
trained normal-school teachers commanded a higher
salary than I was getting, I entered the New-York
Normal and took the course 1n methods. For this
yoa1 ot instruction I had to borrow money, but my
health was good and I did not hesitate to venture.
From here a position in a Western normal called
me, where I trebled my former wages, paid my own
debts, and in three years saved enough to pay the
remaining debt of $3,000 on our Ohio home.
' “My opportunities here for self-improvement I
had expected to be very small, as this school was in
a quiet and rather dull Western town of only a fevw
hundred inhabitants. But I soon chanced to meet a
lady who had finished a course at the Cooper Union
Art School. She consented to take me for a pupil.
I was fond of art work in any form, and my three
ﬁears of practice in odd hours of leisure did good

service. Ialso availed myself of summer schools,
and, to make my long recital short, in the college
where I was that year called to take the ladies’ de-
partment this, so late acquired knowledge, has
formed ever since a part of my work in teaching. It
is seven or eight years now since I entered on this
college work. I have married and have a house and
home to care for, but still I find time to study some
and teach—no longer from necessity but pleasure.

‘“ There are so many avenues of enjoyment open to
women to-day that I marvel how any one can he
content with graduating from a high school, per-
haps at sixteen, and spending the after years in a
round of devotion to the trivialiries of society. And
if one wishes for more. there are always ‘straws of
opportunity floating by’ Energy and will-power
are the chief things needed.

* Quite likely my long sketch may be useless from
its length if for no other reason, but I send it, as it
may serve to prove what you so often urge in one
form or 2nother—no one need despair of being able
to do something.”
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