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INa veryfins;tfﬁc{ive address on Church Music de-
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livered in his own church the other day, the Rev. Mr. |

Macdonnell said : 2

One of my earliest recollections in connection with instru-
mental music is a meeting in 1860 in the old city of King-
ston. I wasa student at the time, and went to hear a
capital debate—though the subject seems now a little ludicrous.
—on the question whether St. Andrew’s Church, Toronto,
should be allowed to introduce a little larger harmonium or
not. The whole question of instrumental music was brought
up by the fathers, who were determined to contend for prin-
ciple. 'When one recollects the solemn predictions of dis-
aster which were to befall the Church if this church were
allowed to introduce a larger harmonium, the thing is now
very absurd.

There were several other unfulfilled predictions
made about the same time. When the negotiations
were going on that led to the union of 1865, it was pre-
dicted that there would be a veryserious split in the Free
Church if the union took place. It was also predicted
that the union of 1875 would produce a’second Dis-
ruption. When leave was given to congregations that
so desired to use hymns and instrument, it was said
that a serious rupture would immediately occur. It
was predicted that the Gaelic men of Huron, Bruce
and other places would secede. As a matter of fact
the first and, we believe, only split of any account that
occurred because of the organ took place, not in Huron
or Bruce, but in the great commercial city of Montreal.
That secession was led, not by the Highlanders, so
often alluded to during the agitation, but by the most
learned man in the Dominion. These things are
now matters of history, but they have a moral,—zever
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