HISTORY AND PROPHECY.

Editor of TrE CITiZEN,

Sir,—As many appear to doubt whether
the ancient Hebrew prophecies ware Di«

vinely inspired, it might be well worth

while to compare the history of the world
with the propbecy econcerning 1t, con«
tained in the second and seventh chapters
of the book of the prophet Daniel, and [
think we may then safely leave it to every
man’s oWa COmmOn sense, reason, judgs
ment and conscience, to decide whether
any merely human ability could possibly
havs foreseen, thousaads of years ago, all
the must important events predicted,
which have certainly occurred 1n their
regalar order and succession from the aays
of N:buchadrezzar, King of Babylon, to-
those cf Victoria, Queen of Great Britain
and Ireland, etc.

‘‘Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams,
wherewith his spirit was troubled.. ......
Daniel angwered in the presence of the
King, and said,...... ...88 for thee, O King,
thy thoughts came 1nto thy mind upon thy
bed, what should come to pass hereafter;
and he that revealeth secrets -maketh
known to thee what shall come to pass
«-eseeee Thou, O King, sawest, and behold
8 great image.........this 1mage’s head was
of fine gold, his breast and his arma of
silver, his belly and his thighs of brass,
his legs of iron, his feet part of iron, and
part of clay. Thou sawest till tbat a
stone was cut out without hands, which
smote the image upon his feet, which
were ot iron and clay, and broke them to
pieces.........ant the stone that smote the
1mage became a great mountala, and filled
the whole earth. This Is tae dream, and
we will tell the interpretation thereof
betfore the Kicg. Thoa, U King, art aking
ot kings.........Thou art this head of gold,
and after thee shall arise another Kingdom
interior to thee, and another third kings
dom of brass, which shall bear rule over
all the earth, and the fourth kingdom
shall be strong a&s iron.........aod
whereas thou sawest the feet and
toes, part of potter’s clay, and part of
iron, the kingdom shsall be divided ;
but thers shall be in it ot the strength of
the iron.........a8 the toes of the feet were
part of iron and part of ciay, so the kings
dow ghall be partly strong and parsy
broken.........and whereas thou sawest
iron mixed with miry clay.........they shall
not cleave one to another, even a3 iroa I8
not mixed with clay. And 1n the days of
these kings shall the God of heaven set up
& kingdom, which ghall never be destroy~
ed.........forasmuch as thou sawest that
toe stone was cut out of the mountain
withoant henda and that it heoale in meaes
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he iron, the t’)rass, the clay, the siiver,
and the gold: the great God bhath made
kaown to the king what shall come to pass
bereatter, and the dream is certain and
the 1interpretation thereof sure.”’—Daniel
ii, 1, 27—45.

Here we are plainly told ¢ the end from
the beginning;’’ all the grand intermedt-
ate siages algo, from the beginniog to the
end, being clearly pointed out. Babyion
appears to have been the first great uni~
versal empire established by man,and
probably the most absolute despotism
ever knows ; tor 1t was said of Nebuchad~
nezzar, ¢ whom he would, he slew, and
whom he would, he saved alive ;!’ that he
was also “‘ s king of kings,”” and that all
power upon earth was his; therefore,
“the head ot gold’’ was symbolical ot
this absolutely despotic ruler of Babylon,
because ¢ gold’’ represents all human
power and possessions; a8 it purchases
(or 18 exchangeable tor) all human work
and possessions. In th@Persian Empire,
which immediately succeeded the Baby-
lonizzn, we find despotism so modified, that
even ths Monarch himself is subjscs to
“the law ;’’ tor when  Darius wouald have
one law . ne day, and another law another
dsy, his servants give him to understand
very plainly that his power is limited in
this respect; ‘“ Know, O King, that the
law of the Medes and Persians alieretn
not,” is their reply to him; theretore the
dominion of the Persian monarch, as
eompered with Nebuchadnezzar's, is res
presented as being but ag “silver” in
comparison with gold ; the Grecian Em~
pire, which succeeded to the Persian,
being but as “brass’”’ in com»darison. In
the Roman Ewmpire, which followed the
Grecian, the supremacy of the law was
generally recognized, and this ¢fourth
great empire 18 described as peing *‘strong
as iron,’’ so that it sh.ula “preak in
pieces’’ all other esrthly powers, ‘‘as iron
breaketh in pieces, and subdueth sll
things.”

In these four great umniversal empires
we see the four grand stages of progress
trom absolute despotism to a civilized
government, in which the rights and lioer-
ties of the people are recognized, and re=
spected, and to some extent secured also,
by law. Subsequeantiy, we find ‘‘the
fourth ”’ great empire ‘*divided ’ (as prex
dicted) into a number of powers, some
““gtrong as 1ron,”” and others weak ‘a3
clay,” comparatively ; yet the strong
were not allowed generaliy to absorb the
weak ; (as was the case during the previ«
ous four great universal Empires) for the
nations nave persisted in maintaining
what has keen called ‘‘the balance of

power " for their mutual protection and
gecurity, lest some one or other of the
strong powers might continue to increage
in strength (by the absorption of the
weaker powers) until it should ultimately
menace the rights and liberties of all other
nations.

The power of the world has been in the
hands of this ‘‘company of nations,”
(Christendom) which has arisen irom the
ruing of the Roman Empire, for more than
a thousand years already, or for a longer
time than the duratiou of all the four pres~
vious Empires combined ; and this is in
accordance with the prediction that ‘in
the days of these kings (or kingdoms)
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom
which shall never be destroyed,’’ therefore
the “kingdom of God”’ upon esrth is the
next grand event to be confidently ex-
pected ; but, 1t may be said, if these
nations of Christendom have already
ruled the world for more than a thousand
yesrs, Why should they not coatince to
rule yet another thousand years before
“the Kingdom of God'’ is established in
the manner predicted ? The seventh
chapter of Daniel affords a very
gatisfactory answer to this question.
Uader the smilitude of ‘‘four great
beasts,” the four great universal Empires
are again foretold to Dantel, and the
maony powers, 1n'0 which the Roman
RBmpire was to be- ‘‘divided,’’ are 1ndicat-
ed by ‘‘ten borns” ia the head of the
¢ fourth beast ......... I considerad the
horns, and behold there came up among
them another little horn, befors which
there were three of the first horns plucked
up by tue roots, and behold in this horn
were eyes like the eyes of man, and &
mouth speaking great things.........And,
bebold, one like the Son of Man ¢:me
with the clouds of heaven, and came to
the Ancient ot days, and they brought
him near before him, and there was
given him dominion aond glory,
kKingdom, that ail people, nationsg and
languages shall gserve him. Hi3 dominion
is an everlasting dominion which ghall
not pass away, and his kingdom that
which shall not be destroyed. I Daniel......
came rear unto one of them that
stood by, and asked him the truth
ot all this ; so be told me, and made me
koow the interpretation of tae things.
veseeeese Thus he sald, the fourtin peast shall
be the tourth kingdom [or the fourth
great universal empire] upon earth, which
shall be diverse from ail Kiogdoms.........
and the ten horns out of this kingdom are
ten kings [or kingdoms] that shall arise ;
and another ghall arise atter them, and he
shall be diverse trom the first, and he
shall subdue three kings, and he shall
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snd shall wear out the saints of the Most
High ;.........out the judgwment shall sit,
and they sball take away his dominion,
to consume and to destroy it unto the
end ; and the kingdom and domisiony and

| the greatness of the kingdom under the

whole heaven, shall ve given to the people
of the saints of the Most High.”—Daniel,
g1, 7—27.

About eight centuries, ago, ‘* William

' the Conqueror, Duke of Normandy,” took

British Empire has

possession of Bogland ; and suoscqieatly
Scociand and Lreland bscame tncorpurated
with England, as ¢ the Uaited Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland.’”’ Taus has
been fulfilied the prediction concerning
the * little horn.........befure whom thres
fell.”” Great Britain is also the one nation
remarkable for having effected the great
R:formation in the Chnstian religion
about three centuries ago; by means of
which both civil and religions liberty have
siuce taken deep root, and flourished in
the earth. Tais tact alone should pownt
out Great Britain at once as the one
Power in Christendom specially remark«
able for i3 ealightenment, as indicated
by the “‘horn that bad eyes.” The won~
derful revelations of modern scieace,
agtronomy, geology and chemistry, etc.,
for which Great Britain is &lso specially
remarkable, point aer cut clearly enough
as the power having ‘‘a mouth that spake
VETY great things' ’—and toe enoraous
wealth and imporiance of Great Britain
has also caused that power to be populacly
represented by “Jonn Ball,”’ or by one
“‘whose look was more stout than his fel-
lows,”’ Daniel vin, 20. Great Britain
also, with her colonies (iacluding ot
course the Uaited States), takes the lead
in ali modern progress, and is undouvtedly
the one power specialiy remarkable for
being ‘‘diverse’” from all the other powers
of Ohristendom. ;

However (praiseworthy as is the liberty,
enlightenment, and progress, manifested
by Great Britain and her eulonies). the
British Empire is very far from belng
¢ the Kiagdom of God’’ upon earth.
‘* He that 18 not with meo, is against me,”
18 the decision of Jesus Carist. The British
Empire 18 not altogether with Jesus
Curist, consequently the British Empire is
azalost Jesus Chorist, both in word and
deed. Even the extraordinary degree of
earthly knowledge spread abroad by the
tended rather to
cause men to ‘‘ gpeak great words against
the Most High,” and to ‘* wear out the
salats of the Most High ; ” so that their
farth has at last disappeared, much as the
light of & lamp or candle disappeazs as the
day dawns.

and a .

Not only hag Great Britain planly
manifegted the characterigtics of the greag
earthly power which at last succeeds in
advancing a portion of the buman race to
guch a degree that intelligent communica-
tion with our Oreator becomes possible
(**Come now, and let us_reason together,
saith tne Lord,”’ &ec., Isaish i, 18); but
‘‘one like the Son of man [has alzo already]
come with the clouds of heaven, and come
to the Aucient of days, and they [have]
brought him near before him ;" therefore
the time must now certainly be very near
indeed when there shall be given him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, &¢.,
1 accordance with the prediction to that
effect.

““The clouds of heaven” are merely

symbolical of ‘the Angels of God.”
That they have already brought me “near
before the Ancient of days’ (unto whom
“‘millions ministered,’’ and ‘‘hundreds of
millions stood petore bim,” David viy,
9 10) my little pamphict (World-life)
should prove clearly enough to any man
of understanding ; for no greater revela-
tion has ever yet been communicated to
man that ‘‘world-life,”” or ‘‘eternal life,”
as very clearly and briefly explained in
that listle pamphlet. That some one was
destined to be *‘like the Son of man,”’ or
like Jesus Christ (intellectually and mors
ally), 18 evident,enough from the prophecy
of Jeremiah concerning Christendom, or
that great power which spiritually is
called “Edom’’ and *‘Bebylon.” “*Who18a
chosen man that I may appoint over her ?
FOR wHO I8 LIKE ME ? and who will appoint
me the time? and who 18 that shenherd
that will stand before me?’’ Jeremiah,
xhix, 19. 1, 44.
- If soms one maust necessarily be ‘‘a
chosen man’’ at this time, and ‘‘like the
Son of man,” 8o as to ‘‘appoint | him] the
time,” and bo also ‘“‘that shepherd that
will stand before” him; why should not
that someone be myself ? (for who upon
earth appears to kpow anything about the
matter but myselt ‘“‘alone’’?) =nd it so,
%“the stone” which i3 represented as cut
out of the mountain without bands,”
(or without human agency,) is also
doubtless symbolical of myself, and I am
desinned ultimately to s» enlighten thous
sands of the most advanced mind: 1n
Christendom, that they will earnestly en-
gage 1n tne work ot establishing ‘* the
Kingdom of God’’ upon earth ; so that
eventually ‘the kingdoms of thie world
[sball] becowme the kingdoms of our Lord,
and of bis Christ.” This is evidently
what is meant when it is said that *‘ the
stoae smote the image upon t1s feet which
were ot iron. and clay, and break them to
pieces.”

4 Tha shenherd. tha stone of Izrael.”’ ia
foretold ag a descendant of the patriarch
Joseph—Genesis xhix , 22-24 ; and as the
nations of Christendom are a * mixed’’
race, and certamnly descended from the
‘¢ ten tribes of Israel,” (which are common-
ly called *‘ the ten loat tribes,”) as was
plainly shown in my letter on ‘€Thae ¢ Re-
turn’ 7; it might easily happen that I
should bs one amoag the many miliions of
descendants from that great patriarch,
whose son Ephraim was to be the progeail-
tor of * a multitude of nations.”’ —Genesis
xlvili.,19.

1 suppose 1t ig evident enough that | now
make 1t a matter of conscience to be as
explicit as I can 1n reference to the pre-
dictions conceraing myself ; because
having, for & whole generation ot thirty-
three years, seemingly ‘*laboured 1n vain,
and spent my strength for naught and
vain,”’ though well assured all the
time that “‘my judgment is with the Lord,

_and my work with my God,” Isaiah xlix,

4-8, etc, [ am determined thatit shall be
through no fault, or neglect, on my part,
it people shall still retuse to take advan-
tage of the *“‘great light” and understand-
ing which has bsen imparted’ to me for
their benefit, The very last words ot the
ancient Hebrew prophets are sigaificant
enougzh ot the tremenious importance of
payiag dus atteation to the communica~
tions of such a msn as myaseif : *-Behold,
I will send you Elijah the prophet betore
the coming ot ths great and dreadful day
of the Lord ;and he shall turn the Yeart
of the fathers to the children, and the
heart of the children to their fathers, lest
| comse and smite the earth with a curse.”
—DMalachi v, 5, 6.

The Hebiew word “Elijab” means gim~
ply ‘“Jehovah i3 my God” and is ap«
propriate theretore to anyone who really
knows Jehovan to be his God, as I do;
consequently should f fail now to turn the
heart of God to man and the heart of man
to God (which is what is here meant), I
have no doubt that the threatened “‘curse”
must certainly come upon the earth,
tor the terriole ‘‘curse’’ of universal
anarchy must doubtless be the natural,
and 1nevitable, result of people utterly
refusing to take the requisite measures to
establish ¢ the kingdom of God” upon
earth, now that the time has come ; for
nothing-ghort of righteousness and trutn
can long command the respect and confi-
dence of the many millions of people into
whose hands the power of the world has
now fallen.

Faithfully yours,
HusxrYy WENTWORTH MONK,
Ottawa, 13t January, 1886.
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