CHURCH OF ENGLAND
Funeval and IMowening Reform Association,

AN~ AN~

Office: 16, KING ?EET, CHEAPSIDE, E.C.

e P2 M D3

On behalf of the Council of the above-named
Society, I beg leave to submit that the prevalent mode of
disposing of the dead, by burial in i}n.perishable coffins of lead
m vaults, or in almost equally imperishable coffins of wood,
often several in the same grave, is contrary to sound science,
and prejudicial to the public "h; whereas the mode
unmistakably indicated in the Bw  |lervice by the Rubries,
“while the corpse is made ready v 5 laid into the earth,”
and “while the earth shall be cast” upon the body,” is in
accordance with sound science, and av(ﬁids sanitary evils.

You are, therefore, earnestly redassted, as a member of
the Dritish Association for the Adyvancement of Science, to
aid the Society, in every way you can, in its efforts to encourage
burial in readily-perishable coffins in the plain earth.

Your name in favour of the movement, and any contri-
bution you may be willing to send toward the cost of the
propaganda, will be thankfully received and acknowledged
by Masor E. F. Coares, Ewell, Surrey, Hon. Treasurer ;
Mg. W. H. Marriy, Solicitor, 16, King Street, E.C., Assistant
Hon. Secretary ; or by myself.

I shall be very glad to send the publications of the
Society if you desire it.

% I am,

Your obedient Servant,

N ¥ ‘ 2 vy
A‘ ” j F. LAWRENCE,
: - W Hon. Secretary.

Address until Thursday—REcEPTION Room, BirMiNeHAM ; afterwards—
Westrow VicAracr, Yorx.






Church of England
FUNERAL & MOURNING REFORM ASSOCIATION,

Presidents :

His Grace the ArRcHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.
His Grace the ARCHBISHOP OF YORK.

Objects.

1. To'promote a fuller appreciation of the idea of Christian Burial.
2. To simplify and cheapen Funeral and Mourning Ceremonial.
3. To encourage burial in perishable coffins in the simple earth.

Basis,
The Order for the Burial of the Dead.

““Who hath taught us, not to be sorry, as men without
hope, for them that sleep in Him.”

Patrons :

His Grace the Duke of Sutherland

His Grace the Duke of Wellington

His Grace the Duke of Westminster,

The Marquis of Ailesbury  [K.G.

The Marquis of Abergavenny, K.G.

The Earl of Essex

The Earl of Jersey

The Earl of Dalhousie

The Earl of Aberdeen

The Earl of Glasgow

The Earl of Dartmouth

Earl Fitzwilliam, K.G.

The Earl of Mount-Edgcumbe

The Earl of Darnley

The Earl of Egmont

The Earl of Romney

Earl Nelson

Earl Manvers

The Earl of Wharncliffe

The Viscount Sidmouth

The Viscount Hardinge

The Viscount Cranbrook

The Viscount Wolsley, G.C.B.

The Lord Bishop of London

The Lord Bishop of Durham

The Lord Bishop of Winchester

The Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells

The Lord Bishop of Bangor

The Lord Bishop of Carlisle

The Lord Bishop of Chester

The Lord Bishop of Chichester

The Lord Bishop of St. David’s

The Lord Bishop of Ely

The Lord Bishop of Gloucester and
Bristol

The Lord

The Lord

The Lord

Bishop of Hereford
Bishop of Lichfield
Bishop of Lincoln
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Lord Bishop of Llandaff

Lord Bishop of Liverpool

Lord Bishop of Manchester

Lord Bishop of Newcastle

Lord Bishop of Oxford

Lord Bishop of Peterborough

Lord Bishop of Ripon

Lord Bishop of Rochester

Lord Bishop of Sodor and Man

Lord Bishop of Southwell

Lord Bishop of St. Asaph

Lord Bishop of Truro

Lord Bishop of Worcester

Lord Middleton

Rev. the Lord Hawke

Lord Dynevor

Rev. the Lord Forester

Lord Muncaster

Lord Teignmouth

Lord De L'Isle

Lord Wenlock

Lord Ebury

Lord Egerton of Tatton

Lord Aberdare

Lord Norton g

The Lord Mount-Temple

The Lord Tennyson

Lord Brabazon

Lord Henry Nevill

The Right Hon. A. J. B. Beresford-
Hope, M.P.

Sir F. G. Milner, Bart.

Samuel Morley, Esq.

F. Seymour Haden, Esq., F.R.S.

Stanley Leighton, Esq., M.P.

E:J. Talbot, Esq., M.P.

Gen. Sir R. Wilbraham, M.P.

Jas. Whitehead, Esq.

The Duchess of Westminster
The Marchioness of Abergavenny
The Marchioness of Ripon

The Countess of Aberdeen

The Countess of Brownlow

The Countess of Cathcart

The Countess Grosvenor

The Countess of Hopetoun
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Countess of Wharncliffe
Countess of Zetland
Lady Decies

Lady Middleton

Lady Emma Purey-Cust
Lady Florence Cust
Hon. Mrs. Maclagan
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| Miss Milner



Yice-Presivents :

The Bishop of Dover The Archdeacon of Bath
The Bishop of Nottingham The Archdeacon of Barnstaple
The Bishop of Bedford The Archdeacon of Brecon
Bishop Bromby The Archdeacon of Carlisle
Bishop Hellmuth The Archdeacon of Dorset
The Dean of Carlisle The Archdeacon of Essex
The Dean of Chester The Archdeacon of Exeter
The Dean of Chichester The Archdeacon of Huntingdon
The Dean of Durham The Archdeacon of Leicester
The Dean of Ely The Archdeacon of Llandaff
The Dean of Exeter The Archdeacon of Lewes -
The Dean of Gloucester The Archdeacon of London
The Dean of Llandaff The Archdeacon of Ludlow
The Dean of Lichfield The Archdeacon of Monmouth
The Dean of Lincoln The Archdeacon of Stafford
The Dean of Manchester The Archdeacon of Stoke-upon-Trent
The Dean of Norwich The Archdeacon of Taunton
The Dean of St. Paul’s The Archdeacon of Wells
The Dean of Peterborough The Archdeacon of Westminster
The Dean of Salisbury Rev. Canon Curteis
The Dean of Wells Rev. Canon Hoare
The Dean of Westminster Rev. Canon Hornby
The Dean of Winchester Rev. Preb. H. Jones
The Dean of Windsor Rev. Canon Pigou
The Dean of Worcester Rev. Canon Prothero
The Provost of Eton Rev, Canon Straton
The Archdeacon of Auckland Rev. Canon Venables
The Archdeacon of Berks Rev. J. W. Bliss
Couneil :

THE VERY REV. THE DEAN OF ‘YorK, Chaivman.
Earl Fortescue [bury | C. M. Campbell, Esq., M.D.
The Very Rev. the Dean of Canter- | S. Gibbon, Esq., M.D.
The Rev. the Hon. Canon Leigh Rev. G. W. H. de C. Baldwin
The Hon. D. F. Fortescue Rev. R. B. L. Exton

The Ven, Sir L. T. Stamer, Bart. Rev. S. A. Griffiths

The Rev. Sir G. Cox, Bart. Rev. J. W. Horsley
Canon Sir F. Gore Ouseley, Bart. Rev. Newton Price
Lieut.-Gen. Sir G. H. Willis, C.B. Rev. J. A. Rawlins
Major-Gen. Daniel, C.B. Rev. C. J. Robinson
The Ven. Archdeacon Blunt Rev. W. H. Sewell
The Ven. Archdeacon Emery | Rey. J. E. Vaux
The Rev. Canon Billing l Rev. J. G. Wood
The Rev. Canon Du Boulay E. B. Ellice-Clark, ‘Esq/, C.E.
The Rev. Canon Elwyn EF. J. Munby, Esq.
The Rev. Canon Erskine Clarke H. Byron Reed, Esq., M.P.
Lieut.-Col. Gildea, F.S.A. Mr. Chas. Powell

Major E. F. Coates, Ewell, Surrey, Hon. Treasurer.
Bank—National Bank, Old Broad Street, E.C.
Rev. F. Lawrence, Westow Vicarage, York, Hon. Sec.
Mr. W. H. Martin, Solicitor, 16, King Street, E.C., Assistant Eon. Sec.

The Association is wholly unconnected with any party either in Church
or State, and aims at including “all who profess and call themselves
Christians,” in all parts of the British Empire and wherever the English
language is spoken, in the effort to reform the prevalent funeral and mourning
ceremonial, and this it proposes to accomplish (1) by giving prominence to
the Christian principles of Faith, Hope and Love, which are distinctly
enunciated in the “ Order for the Burial of the Dead,” and (2) by reviving
as far as is practicable, the usage of timely and proper burial in the
earth as suggested by the words “earth to earth” in the same Burial
Service.



HLocal Bon, Lecretaries.

Armstrong, Mr., Chester-le-Street

Bailey, Rev. C. R., S. Mark’s, Sur-
biton, S.E.

Bailey, Mr. J. J., Barnard Castle

Barton, Rev. W, Millom, Carnforth

Bath, J.P., Mr. Chas., Swansea

Bolney, Rev. E.W,, Sketty, Swansea

Boykeet, Rev. F., Ruddington, Notts.

Brighouse, Mr. J., 38, Argyle Terr.,
Derby W.C.

Bromley, Rev. N, 60, Doughty St.,

Bullivant, Mr. E., Old Bank, Otley

Bury, Rev. E., Cathedral, Cape Town

Buss, Rev. S., Hoxton Square, N.

Camidge, Rev. Canon, Thirsk

Carr, Rev. A. S., Newcastle-on-Tyne

Carrington, Mr. F. G., Rayleigh Rd.,,
Exeter [pool

Clark, Mr J., National Bank, Hartle-

Coates, Rev. P., Leamington

Connor, Rev. M. M., West Bromwich

Crawley, Rev. S., Masham, Yorks,

Cross, Rev. M., Terrington, King’s
Lynn

Davies, Rev. R. V., Ingolsthorpe,
Eastbourne

Denson, Mr. T., Sittingbourne

Ellis, Rev. A., Little Drayton, Salop

Ellis, Mr. R. K. A., Sunderland

Feather, Rev. G., Glazebury, Man-
chester

Forster, Miss F. E., Upton Lodge,
Henley-on-Thames

Fullagar, Mr. W. P., Lytham, Lanca-
shire

Hall, Mr. J., Huddersfield

Hipwell, Mr. H. W,, 17, Hildrop
Crescent, N.

Hood, Mr. W., Browes, Darlington

Hulbert, Rev. R. S., Langdale,
Ambleside

Hunt, Mr. C., 169, Manor Street,
Clapham, S.W.

Jones-Foulkes, Rev. R., Bangor

Kilburn, Mr. F., Hunslet Foundry, |

Leeds
Lamb, Mr.

Walk, E.
Leigh, Miss Cornwall, Winchester
Lewis, Rev. A., Ash, Martock
Lewis, Rev. Lewis, Oakbrook, Derby
Littledale, Rev. G. A., New Swinton,

Wilts.
Lloyd, Rev. Thos., S. Asaph

I e Brookby

19,

Lowndes, Mr. Fred. W., MR G S ‘

Liverpool

| Loxley, Rev. A. P., Whitby

Maclagan, Miss N., 28, Heriot Row,
Edinburgh

Matthews, Mr. N. H., Tickhill

Meredith, Rev. W. M., Edinburgh

Milsom, Rev, E., Helperthorpe, York

Needham, Dr. F,, Gloucester

Newton, Rev. H., Horton, Slough

Noble, Mr. Percy, York

Oliver, Miss, 46, Princess Sq., W.

Olphert, Rev. J.» Columbs’ Court,
Londonderry

Orton, Rev, TaWisls. Stephen’s,
Oldham

Osborne, Rev. T. F., S, Peter’s, High-
gate Hill, N.

Place, Mr. E. B, Pickering

Pocock, Capt., Toronto

Pyper, Mr. Geo., Bank of England,
Leeds

Rees, Rev. G. L. M., Howden

Reeve, Rev. E. H. L., Colchester

Ritson, Mr. H., Sunderland

Robinson, Rev. C, IEE S Matthias:,
Liverpool

Robinson, Mr. J.,» Hainault Road,
Leytonstone

Roscamp, Rev. J., Crook, Stanley

Schofield, Rev. J., Boston

Scott, Mr. F., 100, King Street, Man-
chester

Simmonds, Rev. D. E. M., Sheffield

Simpson, Rev. G. P, S. Peter’s,
Southwark, S.E.

Skelton,Rev. C. A., S. Thomas’, Leeds

Smith, Rev. H., Brouncewell, Slea-
ford

Smith, Rev. H. R., Grange-over-
Sands

Spawforth, Rev. J., Great Grimsby

Spedding, Mr. R., Aldams House,
Dewsbury

Stapleton, Rev. F. G., Seamer, Scar-
borough

Kebbell, M.R.C.S., Mr.,
York

Tomlinson, Mr. Walker J.M., London

Vincent, Mr. W., Belle Vue Rise,
Norwich

‘ Vyvyan, Rev, H., York

1 Whalley, Major, Lancaster
Williams, Rev. J., Widnes

| Windle, Rev. W, S. Stephen’s, Wal-
brook, E.C.

Winstone, Mr., 16, King'St,, E.C.

l Wyld, Mr. Bishop Auckland

Flaxton,

All who are willing to join the Association or to act as Local Hon.

Secretaries, are requested to write to the Hon.

Secretary, at the Office,

16, King Street, Cheapside, E.C., or at Westow Vicarage, York. Subscribers

of 5s. and upwards, annually,
gratuitous distribution.

receive copies of the Society’s publications for



In pursuance of a resolution passed by the Council, the
following statement has been drawn up for publication by the
Right Rev. the BisHor oF GLOUCESTER AND BRristor, and a
Sub-Committee acting with him for that purpose.

The Association has been founded to counteract the evils
which have grown round the customary mode of interment.
Those evils, it is believed, have mainly arisen from a natural
and laudable desire to pay honour to the departed ; but the
manner in which that desire has been commonly manifested
not only involves an expenditure wholly out of proportion to
its object, but in many cases beyond the means of the surviving
relatives. It is a matter of every day experience that when/
the head of a family has passed away, the widow and children
are found soon after in a state of destitution, though a large
sum has been received from clubs or private benevolence, most
of which has been spent on an ostentatious funeral and mourn-
ing. The association therefore strongly urges the following
specific reforms :—

1. The exercise of economy and simplicity in everything
appertaining to the funeral.

2. The use of plain hearses or wheeled biers.

3. The disuse of crape, scarves, feathers, velvet trappings,
and the like.

4. The avoiding of excessive floral decoration.

5. The discouraging, on the occasion of the funeral, as far
as possible, of all eating and drinking beyond that of every-
day life.

6. The meeting in the Church or Cemetery instead of at
the house of mourning.

7. The dispelling of the idea that all the Club money must
be spent on the funeral.

8. The interment of the body as early as possible in soil
sufficient and suitable.

9. The use of such materials for the coffin as will rapidly
decay after burial. N.B.—This method is in accordance with the
laws of nature, and avoids sanitary evils, while the practice of
burying in almost imperishable coffins is fraught with danger
to the public health.

10. The disuse of vaults or bricked graves.

11. The encouragement, on sanitary grounds, of the
removal, in crowded districts, of the body to a mortuary, instead
of retaining it in rooms occupied by the living.

12. Shewing forth Christian fellowship in deeds as well as
words at the burial of the pauper as of the prince.

The Council are happy to state that the above principles
are already being acted upon by many in high social position ;
and earnestly appeal to the wealthier classes, whose example
has so powerful an influence, to give practical effect to them ;
and, in order to render this easier to their surviving relatives
or executors, to leave clear and strict injunctions that the
utmost simplicity and economy be observed in their funerals.
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