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J. W. SPENCER, A.M., PH.D., F.G.S. Wniversity of Georaiw,

PROFESSOR OF GEOLOGY.

Yol L. - Nov. 13tn,1880.
My DearSir,
Before the war there was a geological sur-
vy whieh was a failure. Between 1874 and

"79 +

there was a survey under one Little, btad>

owing %o the use of whiskey there wageneves’
any results ,and the State got nothing

for the § 50,000 spent,This made a new
survey difficult to prganize. pt last]I

hayve been working ,and lobbying,and we hawe.
gotten a bill for § 8,000 a year through

the Legislature. As long as it is my
fortune to stay in Georgia I want to ged-h
hold the posgitidon of State Eeofhgfstis
Praciteally mno Knowledge ofbthe Geology

05 the State,except generally,and there

are no geologists in Georgiaﬁlthough I haw-e
not been in Georgia long enough to be above

outside support,yet IAave reasons to believe
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the Gov. - J/B.Gordon will appoint me, I write this to ask you

(a dnalliy)
to write to gen. Gordonﬁsugoestlng my appointment,as you have heard
that the Survey is to be established. It is a private letter that
I wish you to send to him direct,if you feel that you can . This
has been my first attempt at lobbying a Leg;slature,and I hate
poleties. In Missouri,my good friend Pres. Laws did that, and throug/
him I got the money for the museum. The qcientifie support of the

Univeréity I count most on,but after all they are not Geologists.

I sénd?you ® copy of a letter from my good friend of the Alabama

fisurveyf‘*‘¢”‘ 7““” S 41&2&77'

I never liked Missouri’but I do like Georgia. The heat *is not as

great as I feared,which fear kept me from coming here three years

before. OFf cours?%l would rather be where I could econtinue“my
lake werk,as in Towonto. Bat- it I canno+ then I prefer Georgia.

T am sorrv-%o trouble you,but a private expression of your oplnlon Anx{
W= :

,M~.7MM /C;q% MI«\(

T feel p rfectly confident- of my p031tvoirare as a Geologist,but

as with @almost all things in the Southjya half qualified man whose

relationg were of political}inf@uenbe,Would probablytriumph. Here

p@ople are cousined even téfthé"fifth degrée. It is family coﬁnect—

ion rather than ‘social positionu

B n Lo W&W
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Geddogieal Survey of RM
University, Ala.,0ot. 274h, 1880
To pis Mlm.

GW. e B. %rm.

Dear gir; - ¥ have Just lawa that the mxumam
Burvey is about to be wmﬁmsmw in awmia.. I think that ‘mo
State is to be songratul ated apon having taken thisg #Lep, and ﬂm
An Beviig & siMouns renieea e 16 eminently qualified to sge
oume the duties of State Geologiet. I refor to Prof, a.w.ngw
¢f the State Hmmniw.
TIOfs Spemosr has bomm engaged for some years ,upon geologieal ime
nﬁigﬂim: ¥high have made him sn enviable repupation both in
Amerien and in Burepe, e is szmwwy Pomiliar with the work of
& Geologleel curvey,and having resently made a survey thréugh parts
of Georgla and Alabama,in whieh he has made parsonal examinations @
al the leading gstlogienl formations of Georgia, ke is cminmxy
mtﬂm te direet the work of the Georgia My. th Sp onaer
is a resdy writer ana a fluent sposker,and would know well how to
Popularize his work;and he is 90 well known ‘amongst Geologists of K
of the eountry that his Wpointment to the offies of State amleaisr
would at onee give charaster to the lurm Having sharge of the
Burvey of an adjoining State,I fedl the groateat interest in the
geamgiau work of awrgu.md this must dbe wy exeuse !'er uddroas-
ing you upon the subj m.

Yours very rospeetfuily, P G oL

State Ceologist,
8
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