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SIR JOHN WILLIAM DAWSON, L.L.D, F.R.S, P.G.S, C.M.G

We, the Council, and Members of the NATURAL
HISTORY SOCIETY of MONTRFAL, take advantage of the
occasion of the uncovering of this PORTRAIT of your-
gself, with which we seek to adorn our walls, to ac-
knowledge the obligations under which you have laid
our Society in particular, as well as our apprecia-
tion of the’distinguished services which you have

rendered to science in general.

It is how thirtv-four yéars since your name was
first enrolled as a member of this Society, and from
that date till now, you have laboured assiduously to
? promote its objects. No fewer than twenty times

have you by the suffrages of the members been elect-
~ed to the Presidency, the highest office in their
gift, - although they have felt that you have done
greater honour to the Society,than the Society could
confer upon you in accepting this office at their
hands, - while you have been no less active in work-
ing in the interests of the Society when not occupy-

ing the Presidential Chair.

We gratefully recognize the spirit of the true
Scientist in the readiness which you have ever shown
t0 defote time and energy to furthering the aims of
the Society, when the pressing nature of your impor-
tant professional duties might well have been plead-

ed as an excuse for decl&ning to charge yourself



with the responsibilities in connection with our
humble undertakings. We desireAto put on record
also our sense of the geniality which has always
marked your intercéurse with the members of the
Society, and of the kindness and encouragement you
have shown to young workers in the domain of Natural
History. Then you have striven to foster a taste
for the study of Nature in the community generally
by your numeroué popular lectures on scientifiec sub-
jeets, while in the many original papers which you
have read béfqre the Society, and which have gone to
enrich the columns of its journals, you have pointed
out the way by which the student of special branches

of science may become expert.

We recognize in you a foremost authority in the
science of Géoiogy, and are proud to have our names
associated even in this way with one whose discovery
of the "Bozoon Canadense" made a revolution in the
data on ﬁhich that science rests, not to mention
numerous other important discoveries which you have
made .

We have rejoiced in the appreciation of your
scientific attainments and achievements, evinced'not
less in your elevation, by the vote of brother
Scientists, to the Presidency successively of the
American Association for the advancement of Science
and of the British Association for the same object,

the highest position attainable by a man of science,
then in your being enrolled by our beloved Sovereign
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'Queen Victoria, in the distinguished order of
British Knighthood. As Members of the Natural
History Society of Montreal, we have felt as if we
shared in_fhe various weil deserved honours conferr-

ed vpon you.

We further congratulate you upon the high posi-
tion attained by the University of which you are the
eminent Principal among the Educational Institutions
of the world, and upon the growing evidence afforded
from time to time of the estimation in which it is
held by prominent citizens,who have contributed to

its endowment.

Feeling that wé were doing a service to future
students of Natural History who will wish to look
upon the features of one who had so much to do with
laying its foundations in Canada, we have resolved
to hang in our Hall this Portrait by Harris, sub-
seribed for by members and friends of the Society,
hoping that it may prove an inspiration to the gen-
erations that shall come aftér us, to emulate the

noble example which you have set them.

Natural History Society's Hall,
Monrn treal.

November 25th.1889.
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