OTT AWA, 7th- July, 1890.

My dear Sir William ;-
. I duly receiv‘ed your letter of
the lst. inst.,with it s enclosure certifying to the capa-
bilities and fitness of Dr. Wyatt G. Johnston,the Demons-
t rator of Pathology in the Medical Faculty of MeGill Uni§
versity,for a Government position in comnection {vith the
preventiar of cholera.
I did not immediatley reply for

the reason that I desired to think over the mtter,which

I may say to you,presentzs diff iculties. I may explain
that on the occasim of the last visit of cholera, there was
a Dominion Board of Health,c auposed of Vedical experts,aff-
jljated with this Department. That administrati onfroweves,
was in virtue of a clause in the Aet 31,Vietoria,Chap. 53,
but this elause was repealed by the Act 35,Vietoria,Chap.
27. This repeal effected the depriving of this Demartment

of the public heal th functions,which it formerly had,and



and felegated them t o the Provime ial Governments It was
explained in Parliament by the Government at the time,that
the object was to remove fran the Dominion Government the
inmp ortunity of many demands frau the Provinces in relation
to Public Heal th,which were found to be both expensive and
diff icult to manage properly. You will see therefore, in
so faras the Statutes are concerned, tha t the Dominion
Government has no longer in its hands the administration
in relation to Public Health proper;its administration
being confined to questions of Quarantine, strictly speak-
ing. It is not my purpose to discuss here the merits of
the action which was taken;I simply wisﬁ togive you the
facts.

This legislatim does not,however,
exhaust the matter as far as the administration of the
Dominion Government is concerned,fa the reasm that in
virtue of the British North America Act,the jurisdictim

with respect to Publ ic Health matters is joint between the



the Dominion and thé Provinces;and it is a fact that since
1872, the Dominias P4ri fament ha s ra ssed many votes,making
appropriations for Publ ie Health matters. But what I think
is that,in view of the Iegislation to which I have referred,
the Dominion Goveriment would be very sl ow to step in to
releave the Provimeial Governments of theirresponsibili-
ti¢s in Publ i¢ Health matfers,as now exerc ised by them.

I may say to you that the great-
est exeitians will be made to perfect the Quarantine arr-
angements at Grosse Isle,fo prevent an invasim of Cholera.
The necessary orders have already been gwen Dr. Monti-
zaabert has not so far asked for any strengthenlng of his
staff.

The Minister of Agriculture is at
present absent from the seat of Governmentybut I will commu-
nicate to him your letter and enclosure on his return, and
- what I have written t0 you in reply.

Pray excuse this long letter,but



but I could scarcely have given you my explanation in fewer

word s.

Beleive me, &ec. ,

Your s truly,

oﬁu //L///

Sir J. W. Dawson,
&e, &e,

MeGill University, Montreal.






	mua-dawson-fonds-MUAMG1022-2-1-275-0008-001
	mua-dawson-fonds-MUAMG1022-2-1-275-0008-002
	mua-dawson-fonds-MUAMG1022-2-1-275-0008-003
	mua-dawson-fonds-MUAMG1022-2-1-275-0008-004
	mua-dawson-fonds-MUAMG1022-2-1-275-0008-005

