Peabody Hlusewm of American Avcheology ad Ethnology,

HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

Cambridge, Mass., ‘January 148895

Siv» William Dawson,

Montreal, Canada.

My dear Dr. Dawson:-

T returned from New York this morning and found your
letter just received relating to the Association meeting, and con-
taining a postscript reminding me of the measurements of skullsh
whiech you asked me to send to you in your letter of Deeembor‘27thf

Sinece receivineg your former letter it has been impossible for
me in pet a moment in whieh to look over the manseript that T felt
sure I had thﬁt would pive me the measursnehtsvl think you desire,
as I have been ahsent part of the time and have had my lectures and
other\duties when heve. Please excuse the delay whiech you wiil
readily understahd has been a necessary one dn my paet.

The manuscript tables I now send you, I must beg you to re-
turn as seon as you have taken what yoﬁ wish from them. They are
the work of the late Miss Studley, a fomer student assistant of
mine, a beautiful girl of fine character, who had she been spared

would mndoubtedly have done moét valuable work in physical anthro-

pology.




You will see in these tables that there are measurements of
two Guanche which we have in the Museum, and also of some of the
New Fngsland Indians, as well as measurements of other peoples for
comparison. This table was prepared as you will see for the pur-
pose of makine a comparative study of what we know here as the
Shrewshury skull, which vas in reality from New York State. It was
a skull that was used in an attempt to play a joke upon some gen-
tiemen in Shrewsbury who had found the skeleton of a mastodon.

Some young doctors who had this skull Placed it one nisht with the
bones of the mastodon so that it should be found when further ex-
cavat ions were made to get out the remainder of the hones of the
mastodon, The skull was sent to me, some years ago, and fortunate-
ly I detected the "fraud", which was af terward acknowladeed to me
by the parties who had taken the skull from a collection and Placed
it ’.t‘n‘ the peat with the mastodon bones. It seems to me that the
information contained in these tables is just what you are after.

In relation to the work in physical anthropology in conneetion
with my department of the World's Columbian Fxposition, T will
state that we had measirements of nearly 20000 Tndians belonging
to different tribes of North America, and we &l so hade the measure-
ments of a large number of craznia. The report on this mass of
mat erial has been written by Dr. Foas and I have sent it to the

Director General as one of the appended papers of my report.
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These several reports of the Chiefs of departments the Director
General appends to his repo'rt which he forwards to Congress for
publication we trust some time in the hear future. I am thus
unable to give you any data from any of my Fxposition material, or

I should do so with pleasure.

As to the Association meeting, I agree with you fully that
the Association should hold a meeting in SanFrancisco, but it
seems to me that the time is not yet quite ripe. The stir that we
make at this time may indice the Californians to take hold of the
matter in a way that will really take the Association to their
state. At present although considerable effort has been made, we
cannot secure what I consider proper rates from the railroads; nor
Have the Cal ifornians become thorousghly aroused to the importance
of having the Assoc iation meet there. I have no doubt that
should we go there this summer we should be most hospitably receiwd
but there ought to be some more decided effort made on the part of
California before the Association permits itself to hold a meeting
there.

A very cordial and enthusi astic invitation has been sent to

us from Springfield which I think it will be worth our while to
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acecept, and let Cal ifornia give us another invitation for some

future year.

In '76 we shall go to Buffalo, as they insist in having us
there-every tenth year. ‘

In '77 we must a'féage to ﬁave our méeting held so as not to
conflicf wi th tﬁé meeting of the British Association if that is
to be in Toronto; for the members of each association ousht to

have the opportunity of attending the meeting of the other.

Sineerely yours,

.
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