TO THE QUEEN § MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,—THE PETITI()N OF
THE PROVINCIAL ASSOCIATION OF PROTESTANT TEACHERS
OF LOWER CANADA,

HumMBLY SHOWETH :—

That, notwithstanding the legislative union of Upper and Lower Canada, there exists
in each portion of the united provinces a distinet educational system.

That, under the educational law of Lower Canada, and in consequence of the denomi-
national character of the schools of the Roman Catholic majority, your Majesty’s subjects
professing the Protestant faith are subjected to serious disadvantages : first, in being de-
prived of the benefits of a general system of education similar to that enjoyed by their
fellow-subjects in Upper Canada; secondly, in their liability to be taxed for the support of
Roman Catholic schools; and, thirdly, in the difficulties which they experience in estab-
lishing non-denominational or separate schools and seminaries of higher education for
themselves.

That, though the injury thus inflicted on education has been the subject of frequent
‘complaints on the part of the Protestant population, and, as your petitioners believe, has
tended to discourage the settlement of Protestants in this Province, and has caused many
families to leave this country for others in which they might avoid such inconveniences, no
remedy has hitherto been granted by the Legislature.

That, in prospect of the Confederation of the Provinces, under the constitution adopt-
ed at the Quebec Conference, by which it was proposed that education should be under
the control of the local legislatures, the Protestants of Lower Canada became alarmed lest
they should continue to labour under these disadvantages; and, to allay the feeling thus
generally existing, solemn pledges were made by members of the Government, that the
grievances complained of should be redressed by Parliamentary action before Confederation.

That, though a bill for this purpose wasintroduced by Government in the last session
of ths legislature, it was almost immediately withdrawn : and unless provisions to this end
can be introduced into the imperial Act of Confederation, your memorialists fear that their

educational rights will be left to the control ofthe majority in the local legislature, without
any guarantee whatever.

That, while your petitioners would prefer a general and non-denominational system of
cducation, they believe that so long as the present system of separate schools shall con-
tinue in Lower Canada, they may justly claim the ,following privileges as constitutional
rights which should in no way depend on the vote of the local legislature :—

1. That all direct taxes for the support of schools, paid by Protestants, unless other-
wise designated by themselves, should be applied to Protestant, or non-denominational
education ; and that all public money given for the same purpose should be divided be-
tween Protestants and Roman Catholics in proportion to population.

2. That suitable and adequate provision should be made for the protection of the
educational interests of Protestants, in the management of educational funds, the estab-
lishment and proper classification of schools and institutions of superior education, and
generally in the administration of educational affairs.

Wherefore, your memorialists humbly pray your Most Gracious Majesty to take their
case as above stated, into your favourable consideration, with a view to the introduction of

proper and just safe-guards into the Imperiai Act of Confederation, should such act be
passed.,

And your petitioners will ever pray.

LSigned by the President of the Association and others.]
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ernor in Chlef in 1801 laid before the Provincial Parhament a message
in the following terms:

“That His Majesty had been graciously pleased to give directions for
the establishment of a competent number of Free Schools, for the
instruction of children in the first rudiments of useful learning, and in
the English tongue, and for foundations of a more enlarged and compre-
hensive nature, and that His Majesty had been further pleased to signify
His Royal intention that a suitable proportion of the lands of the Crown
should be set apart, and the revenues thereof appropriated to such
purposes.” As a preliminary step, the Act incorporating the Royal
Tnstitution for the Advancement of Learning was passed, containing this
message in its preamble; and thereafter,it wasintended that the ¢ liberal
grant of Crown Lands,” referred to in the message, should be transferred
to its control, in trust for Free Schools and “ Foundations of a more
enlarged and comprehensive nature,”—but no grant was ever made,
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Subeetitembley were led to expect that they would have been saved the E“
heavy expense of erecting the College buildings, and that the endow-

» ment would have been rendered available for its future support. In the
early part of 1819, the Lord Bathurst, then Colonial Secretary,
instructed the Governor Geeneral, the Duke of Richmond, to adopt, with

| as little delay as possible, the necessary measures for erecting upon Mr.
MeGill’s property an adequate building for the instruction of youth, and
© His Grace was authorized to defray the expense thereof from the funds

; which might be in the hands of the Receiver of the Jesuits’ Estates.
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