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In order that the occasion might be as agreeable as possible to our
friends from abroad, Dr. Dawson had arranged to make the open-
ing the occasion of his reception of the members of the American
Association. Invitations were sent to His Exeellency the Gover-
nor-General, the Lieutenant-Governor and other official persons,
and a large number of citizens were also invited. Refreshments
were provided by Mr. Joyce, and in the course of the evening
the lecture theatre was occupied by Dr. Hovey, assisted by Mr.
Prowse, who exhibited a beautiful series of original photo-
graphs of interiors of American caverns. The guests, numbering
about 2000, found ample accommodation in the large hall and
its galleries.

When the company had assembled, the Chancellor, Judge Day,
took his place on a dais at the end of the large hall, along with
Mr. Redpath, Dr. Carpenter, Dr. Hall and Dr. Dawson. The
meeting having been called to order, Mr. Redpath formally con-
veyed the building to the Chancellor on behalf of the University
in the following terms:—

“ Mr. Chancellor, I fain would have had ceremony dispensed
with on this occasion, but as some ceremony seems to be demanded,
I am here by invitation for the purpose of transferring to you as
the representative of McGill University, in the presence of this
distinguished company, all my right, title and interest in the
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building in which we are assembled. The conveyance, without
other condition than that the building shall be maintained for
the purpose for which it has been erected, will be found in the
document which I now place in your hands. The undertaking
was not begun without deliberation, and now that we have come
to the end under such happy auspices, I see no reason to regret
what has been done. I trust that the benefits which it was in-
tended to confer will be realized.”

The Hon. CHARLES DEWEY Day, the Chancellor, then said »
Mr. Redpath, it is my good fortune as Chancellor of McGil] Uni-
versity, to be its mouth-piece on this auspicious occasion, In
the name and on behalf of that institution, T accept the gift of
the Peter Redpath Museum now formally conveyed to it. Tt is
a difficult task to express in fitting words our sense of the obliga-
tion under which you have laid, not only the University, but
the friends of education, in the interesting-and Important depart-
ment of seience which your liberality is intended to promote.
The architectural beauty of this edifice in which we are assembled
—its classic design—the elegance and completeness of its finish,
make it in itself an education of 00 small value; while joined
to these excellencies, its ample proportions and perfect adaptation
to its destined uses indicate the munificence and wisdom of its
founder. We trust it will remain for future generations what it
nOwW is, a majestic monument, bearing the honoured name of him
in whom the power of riches has been added to the better gift
of distributing them with a bountiful hand for the welfare of
mankind. You will be gratified to learn that the valuable assem-
blage of objects of natural science for which you have provided
this stately depositary has been enriched by the addition of the
life-long collections of our learned and honored Principal, Dr,
Dawson—a gift by him to the University of great pecuniary and
far greater scientific value, and let me add that it is but one of
a long series of benefactions and self-sacrifices by which he has
earned our gratitude. Aects like these extend further than their
first manifest object. They give an impulse to philanthropic
hearts, while they furnish a standing protest against the selfish
and ignoble use of wealth., The prodigious growth of material
prosperity in this our age, the marvellous ecreations of art and
industry which cover the face of the civilized world, and the con-
sequent increase in dangerous luxury, have in them 5 voice of
warning.  History tells us what they mean if left to themselves,

*
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without the restraining and elevating agencies which build upon
them a true and permanent civilization. We accept this hall of
science as a noble contribution to those higher agencies; and now
before this assembly, made august by the presence of our dis-
guished guests, true kings of the realm of thought, and in the
presence of the benefactors of this University, enlightened men,
and not less sympathetic and generous women, we dedicate the
Peter Redpath Museum to the study of the varied and wonder-
ful manifestations of God’s creation, and emphatically we dedi-
cate it to the use of earnest students, who in reverent questioning
of the works of living nature, and the records upon the stony
tablets of a dead and buried world, seek that vital truth, which
above all other things, it imports the immortal spirit of man to
know.

Dr. CARPENTER was 1 briefly introduced by the Chancellor
He said that when he received an invitation to take part in this
meeting he felt that he could not refuse, if for no other reason,
because he wished to give expression to the very strong and
earnest interest he felt in the city. Nothing had been of greater
interest to him since he had been in the city than to be accosted
on all sides as the brother of Philip Carpenter, whose collection,
he was glad tosay, formed one of the ornaments of this museum,
and he trusted would long remain to cultivate and extend the
knowledge of the science which he loved. He rejoiced to do
honor to the great and good man who had given this noble
building for the reception not only of the collections of the Uni-
versity, but to afford an illustration of the great principles of
natural science. He alluded to the great value of the collection
of fossils contained in the building ; and more especially as having
a peculiar interest to himself in connection with his own re-
searches—those representing that remarkable fossil, as he be-
lieved it to be, Fozoon Canadense, discovered by Principal
Dawson and Sir William Logan. He then spoke of the numer-
ous opportunities afforded to students to acquire scientific
knowledge as compared with the opportunities which existed
when he was a young man, and of the great value to this young
country of institutions for the study of natural history, both as
promoting a high kind of education and as tending to practical
progress. He rejoiced at the thought that natural science was
now fully admitted to be an important part of collegiate educa-
tion, and he was confident that it would keep pace with all the



great departments of physical science. Tn conclusion he dwelt
on the value of science as g means of disciplining the mingd and
of preparing the young for the efficient discharge of the duties
of life.

life from the earliest to the most recent geological period. Tn
the connection of the Museum with the University and its staff
of teachers, there was a guarantee that all these valuable objects
would be made available for educational use and would not pe
permitted to lie idly on their shelves, The Miseum would thus
be a source whence able and active naturalists would <o forth to
increase and extend our knowledge of nature, and especially of the
mnatural history and resources of Canada. The building was in
itself a beautiful object of art, and it was also admirably adapted
for the purpose of instruction and for guiding the mind to ap
appreciation of the stil] higher beauties of nature. He concluded
with expressing his concurrence in a]] that had been said respect-

of nations,

Dr. Dawson said that on this occasion he desired to appear,
Dot as the Principal of McGil] College, but as the President of
the American Association. TIn that capacity, and ag representing
a body deeply interested in all that tended to advance the study
of science, as well as on his own behalf as 3 student of nature, he
most heartily thanked My, Redpath for his noble benefaction,
He had the greatest possible faith in we]] arranged collections,

to hope that the Peter Redpath Museum would be a large and
constantly increasing factor in the educational life and growth of
Canada.
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