McGill College,

June 23rd.1893,

Principal sir William Dawson,C.M.&.,LL,D, ,F.R.S.
Dear Sir
I am directed by the Corporation of McGill University to
forward to you the following resolution passed at the regular meeting held
on the 21st. instant. |

It was resolved _

"That the life of Sir William Dawson has been so in-
timately united with the history of the University that this Corporation 3
in receiving the official report of this resignation of the position of
Principal,feels the impossibility of compressing into a few brief sentences,
its aﬁpreciation of the 1abours,struggles and successes of his thirty-eight
vears of office;its recognition of the great personal qualities to which
the successes are due,its gratitude for his services,and its regret at the
fact together with sorrow for the cause @ his resignation.

Nevertheless it deems it fitting that a few leading points should be
referréd to,

All know of the marvellous increase of the University under his gui-
dance,in the number of Professors and Students,of Facultiés and Affiliated
Colleges,buildings and equipments,wealth,educational power,reputation and
influence in the Province and in Canadé. But it &s not merely sueh in-
‘crease,however extraordinary,being for example,in the number of graduates
1200 per cent,that redounds most to his credit.

Even more remarkable,perhaps,is the fact that the germ of an %gstitu-



tion which seemed to many to be dead should have been quickened under his
ceaseless care and vigilance into active'life,should have grown and expard-
ed,and .in the process should have spréad its quickéning influence to the
whole of the Province, | |

The Corporation,in support of this statement ,can point to his labours
in the organization and superintendence of the Normal School which provides
teachers for the Schools that send students to the University - ‘to the es-
tablishment and management of,the.School examinat tons by which teachers
and. pupils alike are reminded of the Higher Education - to the encourage-
ment he has.given to Teachers' Associations,and theieetive: part he has-
.takenAas a member of the_Councillof‘Public Instructions in strengthening
the school system bf thevprovince.

That in‘effecting such achievements great diffieculties had to'be -over=
_come was inevitable, The»courége and perseverance in:facing disheartenirg
obstacles,and the fertility and’readiness-of~resourée'in overcoming them
despite of mementary defeat,as.in the case of the nepartment of Engineer-
ing,this Corporation deems not least among the personall qualities t6Cwhich
théﬂsqccess of the Univeréity?is,due.

But not less is due to: that administrétiveAabilitytby'whichAEn*insti—
tution consisting of so many separate bodies and so0o many individuals;has
been kept steadily working without friction among its component parté,

That while doing se much for the University and for educatien in
Quebee he should by his indomitable energyvhavé raised himselfﬁto s¢ -high
distinetion bhoth by scientific and by literary works,may be cause of ‘rea-
sonable pride to the University.

The honours awarded by Scientifiec Societies,their medal,fellowships
and presidencies,cast a reflected glory on the University of which the

Corporation is fully sensible; and it cannot but express its joy and
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thankfulness that although Sir William Dawson's recent illness will pre-
vent him from encountering the bodily fatigues inseparable from the zctiwe
superintendence of the affalrs of the University,it will not interfere‘
with his scientific investigations,but tend rather to promote them by al-
lowing more time for their pursuif'

The Corporation earnestly hopes too that the University will still
be able to rely upoﬁ the servieces of Sir William Dawson as an able,prudent
and warm-hegrted Councellor in all emergencies.®

I have the honour to be

Your obedient servant
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